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P  R  is  F  A  C  E. 


Whoever  has  had  freqnem  OGcasi^to  recur  to  the  Proceedings  ia 
Barliamoity  ef.forpiei^jtimeA^  mutft  have  ex{»erieoced  those  difficulties  which 
it  is  the  ob§ect,of  the  prc^ut  Work)  toireoMwo,  Melrejy  to  find  the  several 
viDcks  wheielttis'  cos^bained  an  accmot  of  ^  Pariiameiitary  Pr/c^oeedings^ 
ifl^  ^  cfaiflidayyiab'^asy  matter ;  some  vi^tm  boiBg;  reiy  act^rce^  a^d  others 
l^ceasivcly.  Tohiflabious;  Haidlj  (any  of  thetn,  rdiose  of  the  last;  tw^aty  yeata' 
tecQpted^  aire.ljD  be^purdhaied  fegularly  at  the  Bcxd^lers.  The&r  greater 
pact  of  them  i^re  lx>  be  foomie  at  by  aoeid^iit'  only ;-  apd^  ;o£,c<^t)9e)  spmf  tlmea 
nottobe'obtmedial  aU.  B^t^J»p|Kwj|i)g4hwl!ftll  tobp  i«:l>iH^i^^ 
(tf  themi^iioarifliiig  objeoli;  aiid^  ta  maiiy  tmes,  i&uat  pca^iU  a  difl^ultj 
nottb  be  easily^,  or ^  at  loast^  mMii^jfy,  aiknfaonnMidv  .Of  tl^ae  WQrk4»  takoii' 
in  their ^cfabfoiiologieal  br^yth£i  firafcu/^^^h^  Parikuorientapy  of 'CpiistitHti}^ 
(HialrHiitbiy/'  tntDar^nty-fbiir  Yolumej^;  tbo  second!^  if/SriSitaEioiida  J);]EUire$V 
J<kMmai:^  Qii^eQ  Si^abetEi's  ParHamikDts-/*  /the  thitdr  ^'  Proceedings  and. 
Debates  of  the  House  of  Commons  ia  lesaaad  1621;  cpUected  by  ^  Mem* 
Ji>er  of  that  House,  and  published  from  his  Original  IVIanuscript  in  the  Li- 
ba^  dif  Qaeen's  College,  Oiford/'  in  Two  Volumes  ;  the  fourth,  "  Cband- 
lei?8  and  TimberkndM  Debates,"  in  Twenly-two  Vohimes ;  the  fifth,  "  Dcr 
kttfia  of  th^  Hbnae  of  ComifioDs,  .firdm  the  yeac  1667;  to  the  y^ar  1694,  cqU 
teoted by thelioiiounMe Aiiohitell Gr^y, Esq., who W^ thirty  yearsIVIeml>ei: 
fortfaejtown  of  D^y/'  in  Tm  VblaBsea;  the  uirth^  ^f  Aim0n'f  D^l^tes," 
in  Aweat/^foiir  ydtuineB^  a^,  tbetrsev^^i^  V  Debi5ptj,(sDe)[)ates"  (uqw  in 
theihaDdS(bf  .yarioua.'PQokseUers}  in  Sixty-t^i»e  Vol^mes^  .  T^se  works 
aWDOt  t^  be  pttjrchased,  if  to  be ipurcbaH^d  at  ally,  under  Oijie  Hundred  and 
Tea  PfMUMU/fBlerliffg;.  /Bujt  stiU,  with  all  thesei,.  th^^  inCormatipn  wanted  is 
wy  impet£»st,,  withp^  peirpetHaUy  hf^mg  r^c^rae  iM>. the  Journals  of  tha 
tyo Homes,  which  Jpiiroals  occupy  up^ardif  of  ^^n^d;^  voimnes  in  folio : 
so  tha^  ft^piic^of  1^  potnpletQ  set  of,  the  Work^,  in  this  yr^y,,  crnp^,  upon 
^)B^ef9ge  4^c purchases^  be  feckooed  at  less  tbaa  One  JHumhred  ^nd  Fifty^ 
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• 

These  difficulties  surmounted,  anotheri  and  a  itill  more  formidable 
obstruction  to  the  acquiring  of  information  is  found,  not  merely  in  the  num« 
ber  and  the  bulk  of  the  Tplan|e8,,butaboinHhe  w^nt  of  a  good  arrange 
ment  of  the  contents  of  most  of  them  ;  and,  furttier,  in  the  iimneuse  load  of 
useless  matter,  quite  unauthentic,  and  very  little  connected  with  the  real 
Proceedings  of  Parliament,  to  be  found  in  many  of  them.  In  the  first- 
mentioned  Wo{*k,  Mte  find  d  tito:«lth^  of  bKttleir;  Sieges,  and^bf  fiddiestic 
occui'fences.  iThe  reil  PrbcieedtDg^  df  Pbifliameiitibiixibut  a  oifmpfu^peljf 
smkll  proportion  of  it;  whole'  fMnphlttd f^f  the  day,  and  vefey  long  bnts^ 
being,  ih  la^any  plfilces^  inn^edb  j%st  usf they:  w«rei  puUiafaed'aMl  moWi ;  dad/ 
#hen  we  cbifiid  d^dtvfi>&^a?<0>the  D^bkte^  by  Aloddnrand  Debren^taidii|p  iw 
Woodffali  anfd^  oUiei«<)comiiitiaHy){  iwefiad^ilihti,  in  wnKiioas  ifastnioea^ 
tliree-feuitbs  cif  th«  ^WAume  ^iannkm  of  Pitpen  laid  bcfforfe  ParitenbeiMii  xA 
mere  mdmetitary  iMi(t!y,  r^fieated  in  dUbseq^itv  «i!(4  mote  «ovreet'stiltoa 
inenti,  add'^kHIr  bbdiiii^  but 'afi^^j^;iiM<5^;Wftd,f  What  b  tfuefa  mtik%e^  aitf  i)»AX 
cumbrance  tef  thef  Mkitr^  mA  |i'<soiiKiadtly  iiHmisnbig  ob^ade  to  hli> 
i^Beist^chesi  to  wfete¥hiay(  bl^addedi^  wfthr  respect  td  ^^  tlie  Drimtcbitoiiix 
AlmM*«^  inda^b^(ndnmh9&MsilltI^HthtH»'  is Ifi,  total  waot  fafriattlthotiitidi 
which-is  afforded  4)y^^UlcontFiT«U  .Runnhig  l?taes^r  Tables,  ^dbdtteop 
and  wfaieh  is  so  tK6lss^Ty'ia^€iiy^^rdi«niadi»\Jorl^  pUtiouitrfy  tfatfotelA 
to'thc'tteitsk(itiOfW^<^'a4b*ig<serte^oCjreer8.         .  ')'     .        !      :1»     t^,fj<l 

'       •*  -  '  >  ^^"  •  '    i-  ^'         '  '     ■  '      .    ,     .i'  .'      ;,     •  .       '      i  -  .ill  to  ;     1 

With  a  yi^<df  r^moirityg  afl  thekerdiffi^Uieiyand  of  pbtiiiig.t£btFiri>bii 
in  possession  of  a  HiWot'y  o*-tJte'PVo<fliedi«gs  ia  Fsdiamebtv  fibns  thof 
Norman  Conquest  td  iHe  yk^noSy^  (when  Ae  Work  iotilted;!'*  CoWiettW 
Parliamentary  Di3bate^^  «bmp9(utted}  ai  'leoixiplfifte  ak/tinl:  iiiiolt  Ui>iMti 
with  su€4i  g^nerJi  d|)prbb8tioik)  in  tins  lafit^m^htibii^d  Wo^fi^*  the  pveseitfi 
publication  is  tiiWI<Jrtt*fen*  I  The  Sbctefeii  VoliAesi^wbkAtiieiWbifc'^itti 
consist,  and  the  first  itfN^hteh  is  no#  presented  to  the-i>uWic,  iititihepAAt^ 
in  the  same  form  aW«ie  as  those  of  the  ^Pai-lllftrifenfaryttebcilefti^'^*^ 
difference  only,  that  flic  cAaractei^  of  thls^Work,  whidh  faaib«^  eaitQjtT 
pres!;ly  for  the  ot^»^i(Ai,  #iU»  in  tbef  ^sWI^'^^Mi)^^  In^odu^  fbtt^fKth  tiiW^ 
of  matter.  Wheta,  tlkretore,  k'  is  nf6oUtW6tf,'Idl»  sotegea  pirt  o«l^ 
$everaltWoclL^abore  ^dinetated^  is  tnken  tirp^  ^«pih>  tniittert  ^ibefeitedcM^^ 
scribed,  wholly  urtJottbfefc«6di  of  hanng  bttt  a  Tery  remote cMii«k:tItfn/M^' 
the  Proceedings  in  Parliamei>t,  and  entirely  destitute  of  authenticity 'jtAlbt^ 
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PREFACE. 

it  U  reqoBeciad  alto,  how  muck  room,  is  saved  by  the  aHbreviation  of  words 
4tscriprifvc  of  ^  titles  and  of  oonstantly-iOGOYirniig  phrased  of  courtesy ,  the 
leader  will  uot  be  iiirprified»  thai:  die  Kvhofe  pf  the  Autbeotic  and  Useful  Re^ 
t^adk  of  die  Proceedings  of  the  Parliament  of  England,  of  that  of  Great  Bri<> 
tam^.^d'ol  that  of  the  United  Kingdom,  down  td  the  jear  1M3,  will  be 
tcmpnaed  in  die  i^xteen  Volumes  of  this  Work,  which  will,  upon  the  beat 
computation  that  can  be%iad<e,  contain  as  much  print  as  One  Hundred  and 
Forty  eommon  octavo  volumes. 

The  present  Voliime,  comprising  the  period  from  the  Conquest  to  the 
Beadi  of  James  the  First,  has  been  compiled  principally  from  the  Recorda, 
die  Rolls  of  Parliament,  the  Parliamentary  or  Constitutional  History,  and^ 
from  the  most  reputable  English  Historians.  From  the  Reign  of  Henry  the 
Eighdi  inclusive,  we  have  the  addidooal  aid  of  the  Journals  of  the  House 
of  Lords  ;  and  from  that  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  that  of  the  Journals  of  the 
House  o^CoRHDOtts.  Kr  Simonds  D'E^es*  Journal  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Par* 
BuR^nte,  has  been  diligendy  consulted,  and  the  Debates  of  the  House  of 
Cmubom  in  the  years  16ao  aad  1621,  published  from  the  Manuscript  in 
^  iibmfy  of  QiUeen'a  College,  Oxford,  have  been  carefully  incorporated, 
^uaita*  dbeir  lespeittive  dates.  The  State  of  the  Peerage,  and  Lists  of  the 
'Menbers  of  the  House  of  Commons  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  given: 
and  at  the  dose  of  the  Parliamentary  History  of  each  reign,  will  be  found 
Lists  of  the  I\iblic  Acts  passed ;  together  with  an  account  of  the  Taxes  im- 
pdted,  0t  the  SiippKiea,  of  the  State  oi  the  Revenue,  and  of  the  Value  of 
Money  in  relation  to  the  Price'  of  Provisions* 

To  the  Volume  b  prefixed  a  copious  T^ble  of  Contents,  and  a  variety 
^vselnl  Lists  of  the  Persons  who  have  filled  the  several  high  Offices  of  the 
'flM&fvofli  die  Conquest  down  to  the  Death  of  Jasies  th^  First.  It  waa  ori«. 
jgiaaUy  intdnded  to  give  an  Index  to  each  V'ohaoie ;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of 
wvenl  eminent  fitierary  persons,  it  has  been  determined  to  undertake  A 
^WfiftAl/  iHDfex  of  die  whole  Work,  whi<ih  will  be  constructed  upon  the  e»« 
cdlent  Plan  reconunended  by  the  Committee  of  the  H#U8e  of  Commons  in 
1766,  and  afterwards  adopted  by  the  persons  employed  to  make  out  the 
Indbxes  t&the  Journals ;  which  General  Index  will,  of  course,  be  contained 
in  the  Volume  with  which  the  Work  will  close. 
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In  a  Work  of  tbis  natove,  the  atmost  impartiality  is  justly  Expected  } 
-and  it  is  with  confidence  presumed,  that  a  careful  perusal  of  the  following 
pages  will  convince  the  reader,  that  that  impartiality  kas  been  stdetly  and 
invariably  adhered  to*  .  Nothing  has  been  inserted  without  due  authority  i 
and,  as  the  object  has  been,  not 'so  much  to  dive  into  mattery  of  Ant^mty^ 
as  to  preserve  what  was  really  useful,  many  things  have  been  omitted  whi^Jb 
would  have  swelled  the  bulk  of  the  work,  without  adding  to  its  usefulness. 
Nothing,  however,  has  been  left  out,  which  was  not  judged  to  be  spun^ous 
or  not  agreeable  to  the  design  of  such  a  Collection;  nor  any  thing  added, 
merely  on  scocount  of  its  being  favourable*  to  the  reputation  or  the  doctrines 
of  any  party  whatever.  In  short,  whatever  appeared  to  have  been  actuary 
said  or  done,  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  that  had  any  tendency  to  what 
ought  to  be  the  chief  object  of  such  a  publication,  has,  as  far  as  authentic 
materials  could  be  procured,  been  recorded  with  scrupulous  fidelity. 

It  would  be  improper  to  conclude,  without  returning  thanks  to  die 
several  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  who  have  obligingly  offered  the  use  of 
their  valuable  collections,  some  of  which  have  already  been  fo«n4  tQ.bfS  tif 
great  advantage  to  the  undertaking,  and  odiers  v^ill,  in  the  coursfSt  of  tk» 
work,  be  applied  fidr  and  gratefully  received^  The  many  judiciOuSf  suggf^^ 
tions,  which  have,  from  various  quarters,  been  communicated,  have  h^em^ 
and  in  future  will  be,  carefully  attended  to ;  and,  it  is  hoped,  that  tUe  t%^ 
eution  of  the  Work  will  prove  that  no  pains,  of  any  kind,  have  been  spared 
to  render  it  equal  to  that  expectation,  which,  with  respect  to  thiia  manner  as 
well  as  the  matter  of  it,  has  evidently  been  conceived  by  no  incoiaideraliile 
part  of  the  well-informed  men  in  this  kingdom. 

With  the  literary  aid  which  the  Compiler  has  received,,  the  Public  has^ 
perhaps,  strictly  speaking,  little  to  do ;  but,  he  cannot,  for  one  boor,  exiat 
under  the  idea,  that  the  whole  of  the  merit,  whatever  it  may  be,  should  |be 
ascribed  to  himself,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  invaluable  talents  and  exertions 
of  the  Gentleman,  who  is  his  principi^  assistant,  wd  upon  whom  no  smatt 
^are  of  the  execution  has  devolved, 

^oiUj/,  Octoher  J  806.  W"/COBBETT. 
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Gena-aljrom  l^7$.--X^.  Solicitors  General  from  \^6u.Uo  the  Death  of  JemesL 
in  1625. 


L— ARTICtES  OF  IMPEACHMENT. 


AfpuDSt  Lord  Mortiitter  ....  page  84 
Amnst  Michael  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  SuP- 

iblk      ..    :     .     . 185 

Against  the   Archbishop  of  York,  the 

Dake  ot  Ireland,  &c. WS 

Against  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  &c.     .  926 

A^inst  Richard  II 254 


Against  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  ii» 

1426 pa^e  5S# 

Against  Cardinal  Wolsey 4911 

Against  Sir  Henry  Yelverton  ....  1234 
Against  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon  .  .  19S9 
Against  the  Lord  Treasurer  Middlesex  .  1411 
Agaiast  the  Bishop  of  Norwich     .    .    «  147S 


n.-JJST  OF  TAXES. 


IftdicBeignofnenry  I.      .     .    .    *    •      4 

Henry  II 6 

Richard  1 8 

Henry  in 3S 

Edward  1 55 

Edward  H.   .....     80 

Edward  III 146 

Richard  II 243 

Henry  IV 314 


In  the  Reign  of  Henry  V 945 

Heary  VI .406 

Edward  TV 43^ 

Henry  VII 46r 

Henry  VHI 56S 

Edward  VI 60« 

Philip  and  Mary  :     .    .    68t 

Elizabeth 957 

James  I tSOQT 


in.— PRICE  OF  PROVISIONS. 


In  the  Reign  of  Edward  1 55 

Edward  II 81 

Edward  III 148 

Richard  II 244 

Henry  IV 315 

Henry  V 343 

Henry  VI 411 


In  the  Reign  of  Ed  ward  IV 439 

Henry  VII 468 

Henry  VIII 56« 

Edward  VL     ....  603 

Philip  and  Mary      .      .  63S 

Elizabeth 957 

James  I iSlt 


IV.— LIST  OF  PUBUC  ACTS. 


Ijith«Raign  of  Edward  m 148 

Richard  U 244 

HenrylV 315 

Henry  V 343 

Henry  VI.     ......  413 

Edward  IV 439 

Rickard  IH 447 


In  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII 46t 

Henry  VIII 568 

EdwanlVI 60S 

Philip  and  Mary            .  632 

Elizabeth 958 

James  1 1511 

v.— STATE 
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V.-nSTAtE  OF  THE  PEERAGE. 


Peers  sommoned  to  Parliaincnt  by  Ed- 
ward I.  ID  1907 puge  54 

By  Edward  III.  in  1358 11^ 

By  Richard  11.  in  ISfT 157 

By  Henry  IVi  in  1899 S49 

By  Henry  V.  in  1414 8«9 

Bff  Heary  VI.  in  14<f 847 

ByHenry  VI.  in  145) 389 

^  Edward  IV.  in  1461 418 

By  Edward  IV.  in  147f      ......  4f9 

By  Richard  lU.  in  1484 442 


list  of  Peers  summoned  to  Parliament  by 

Henry  VII.  in  1486     ....    page  448 

ByHenryVHI.  ia  li09 -471^ 

By  Henry  VIII.  in  1537 SIT 

By  Henry  VIII.  in  1640 535 

By  Edward  VI.  in  1547 580 

By  Queen  Mary,  in  1553 606 

By  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1558 635 

By  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1580   ....  80S 

By  James  I.  in  1603 970 

By  James  I.  in  1623 1872 


VI.— STATE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

List  of  Counties  and  Boroughs  which  returned  Members  to  Parliament  at  the  Accession  of 
HennrVin 568 

List  of  Counties  and  Boroughs,  to  whom  the  Privilege  of  sending  Representatiyes  to  Parliament 
was  granted  or  restored  by  Henry  VIIl. 569 

By  Edward  VI 602    By  Elizabeth 958 

By  Queen  Mary 632    By  James  1 15U 

List  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  returned  to  serve  in  Parliament  the  1st  of 
James  I.  in  1608 *    971 

List  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  returned  to  serve  in  the  third  Parliament  of 
James  I.  in  1620 1169 


VIL—LIST  OF  THE  ARCHBISHOPS  OF  CANTERBURY,  FROM  THE  YEAR  1070 
TO  THE  DEATH  OF  JAMES  L  1625. 


1070  St.  Lanfirane,  Abbot  of  Caen,  an  Italian.    1313 
He  removed  Bishops  sees  from  small 
towns  to  lai^e  cities. 
[The  sec  vacant  four  years.]  1327 

1093  St.  Anselm,  Abbot  of  Becco.  Died  in 

1109.  1333 

FThe  see  vacant  five  years.] 

1144  Rodulphus,  translated  from  Rochester.       1348 

J122  William  Corbois,  or  Corbel,  Prior  of  St. 

Osyth,  in  Essex.  1349 

1138  Theobald,  Abbot  of  Becco. 

1162  St.  Thomas  Beckett,  Archdeacon  of  Can- 
terbury, Provost  of  Beverley,  and  Lord 
Chancellor. 

1173  Richard,  Prior  of  Dover.  1366 

1184  Baldwin,  translated  from  Worcester. 

1191  Reginald  Fitz  Joceline,  translated  from    1368 
WeUs. 

1193  Hubert  Walter,  translated   from  Salis-    1375 
bury,  Lord  Chancellor  and  Chief  Jus- 
tice. 

1207  Stephen  Langton,  Cardinal  1381 

1228  Rd.  Wetherhead,  Chancellor  of  Lincoln. 

1234  St.  Edmund,  Treasurer  and  Prebendary    1396 
of  SaUsbury. 

1244  Boniface  of  Savoy,  translated  from  Var 

lentia,  in  Provence,  uncle  to  the  Queen.    14 14 

1JT2  Robert  Kilwarby,  Provincial  of  Friars 

Minors,  Cardinal.  1443 

1279  John  Peckman,  Canon  of  Lyons,  Provin* 
cial  of  Friars  Minors. 

l^U  Robert  Winchekey,  Archdeacon  of  Es-    14^2 
seX|  Cbancetlor  of  Oxford 
Vol.  1,  e 


Walter  Reynold,  translated  /hmi  Wor- 
cester, Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord 
Treasurer. 

Simon  Mapham,  Prebendary  of  Chi- 
chester. 

John  Stratford,  translated  from  Win- 
chester, Lord  Chancellor. 

John  Ufford,  Dean  of  Lincoln,  Lopd 
Chancellor. 

Thomas  Bradwardin,  Chancellor  of  Lon- 
don. 

Simon  Tslippe,  Prebendary  of  St.  Paul's, 
Secretary  to  the  King,  and  Keeper  of 
the  Privy  Seal. 

Simon  Langham,  translated  inun  Ely, 
Cardinal  and  Lord  Chancellor. 

William  Wittlesey,  transUted  from  Wor- 
cester. 

Simon  Sudbury,  translated  from  London, 
Lord  Chancellor.  Beheaded  by  the 
rebels  under  Wat  Tyler. 

Wm.  Courtney,  translated  from  Lon- 
don, ChanceUor  of  Oxford. 
Thomas  Fitz-Alau,  (son  to  the  Earl  of 
Arundeh,  translated  from  York,  Lord 
Chancellor. 

Henry  Chicbeley,  translated  from  St 
David's. 

John  Staiibrd,  translated  from  Bath 
and  Wells ;  Cardinal,  lord  Chancellor, 
and  Lord  Treasurer; 

John  Kemp,  traqslated  from  York ;  Caf- 
dinal|  and  Lonl  ChanoeUor. 
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1454  Thomas  Bourchier,  translated  from 
Ely;  Cardinal,  Lord  Cbanc«Uor,  ^d 
Cliancellor  of  Oxford. 

1486  John  Morioo,  translated  from  Ely;  Car- 
dinal, Lord  Chancellor,  and  Chancellor 
of  Oxford, 

1501  Henry  Dene,  translated  from  Salisbury, 

1504  William  Warham,  translated  from  Lon- 
don ;  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Chancellor 
of  Oxford. 


1532  Thomas  Cranmer,  Archdeacon  of  Taun- 
ton; burnt. 
1555  Reginald  Pole,  Dean  of  Exeter;  Car- 
dinal, and  Clianctl  or  of  Oxford. 
1559  Matthew  Parker,  Dean  of  Lincoln. 
1573  Edmund  Grindal,  translated  from  York. 
1585  John  Whitegift,  translated  from  Wor- 
cester. 
1604  Rich.  Bancroft,  translated  from  London. 
161 1  George  Abbot,  translated  from  London. 


MU.T-LIST  OF  THE  LORD  HIGH  CHANCELLORS  OF  ENGLAND,  FROM  THE 
YEAR  1067  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  JAMES  L  1625. 


1067  Maurice,  afterwards  Bishop  of  London. 
1073  0»mund,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Arfastus,  Bishop  of  Helmham. 
^OTT  Baldric. 

Herman,  Bishop  of  Sherborn. 

William  Vclbon,  or  Wilson,  Chaplain  to 
the  Kii.g. 
1078  William  Giilard,  afterwards  Bishop   of 

Wi I  Chester. 
1088  Herbert  Losiwga,  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

Robert  Dluit,  or  Bloet,  afterwards  Bishop 
of  Lincoln. 
1098  Ranulph  Flambard,  Bishop  of  Durham. 

William  Gifiard,  aforesaid. 

Roger,  ufterwarda  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 
1101  Waldric. 

1103  William  Giffard,  again. 
Herbert. 

1104  Roger,  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

1107  Geoffrey   Rutus,  afterwards  Bishop   of 
Durham. 
Ranulph,  or  Arnulph. 
1116  Richard,  a  Chaulam,  was  Keeper  of  the 
Seal,  under  Kanulph. 
Reginald,  Prior  of  Montacute. 
1  homas. 
ll«d  Godcfridui,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
Rof;cr,  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  again. 

1188  Galfredus  Uufus,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
1 133  Alexander,  Bibhnp  of  Lincoln. 

1136  Roger  Pauper,  the  son  of  Rqcct  Bishop 
ofSalisbury.  ^ 

William  I  itz-Gillcbcrt. 
William  de  Veer,  constituted  by  the  Em- 
press Maud. 
1138  Alexander. 
1153  Philip. 

Robert  de  Gant. 
Reginald,  Abbot  of  Walden. 
1157  Thomas  Becket,  afterwards  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury. 
John. 
1173  Radu^h  de  Wamevj'le,  Sacrist  of  Roan, 

and  Treasurer  of  York. 
1181  Gcoflfrey,  natural  son  to  King  Henry  H. 

ahd  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 
118t  Wnlter  de  Constantiis,  Archdeacon  of 
Oxf  rd,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 
and  Arciibi>hop  of  Ruan. 
Walter  cle  fiidun. 

1189  William  de  Longrhamp,  Bishop  of  Ely, 

the  Pope's  Legate,  &c.    Deprifed  ef 
bis  office  in  1191. 


Richard  Nigellus,  Bishop  of  London. 
1191  Gcodiy  I'lania^enet,  Archbshop  of  York. 
Walter,  Archhibhop  of  Roan. 
Malus  Catulus,  or  Mau-Chien,  Keeper 
of  the  Seal. 

1198  Eusucc,  Bishop  of  Ely. 

1199  Hubert  Walter,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 

bury. 

1J02  Richard  de  M  arisen.  Archdeacon  of 
Norihumherland. 

X204  Simon,  or  Hugh,  Archdeacon  of  Wells. 
Hugh  de  Wells,  Archdeacon  of  Wells, 
afterwards  Bishop  of  Lii.coln. 

1205  VValror  de  Gray,  afterwards  Bishop  of 
Chester  and"  Wurctaier,  and  Arch- 
bishop of  York. 

1209  Hugh  Walhs,  or  de  Welb,  Bishop  of 
Lincoln. 

1212  Richard  de  Marisco,  aforesaid.     He  de- 

livered  back  the  Seal  to   the  King, 
Oct.  19,  1213. 

1213  Ralph  de  Neville,  made  Keeper  of  the 

Scat  under  Peter  de  Roche,  or  de  Ru- 
pibus,  Bi^h^)p  of  Winrhcbicr. 
13^3  Richard  de  Wansco,  Bishop  of  Durham.   ^ 
1226  Ral^ih  de  Neville,  Bishop  of  Chichester, 
made  Chancellor  for  Life  hy  the  Par- 
liament, Feb.  12. 
1232  He  is  also  made  Chanceflor  of  Ireland 
for  Life. 

1238  I1ie  King  takes  the  Great  Seal  from  him, 

by  his  own  prerogative,  and  deliven^ 
it  to  Geoffry,  a  Templar,  his  brother, 
and  John  delx'xintnne;  hut  Ralph  bad 
still  the  profits  of  the  Chancellorshin. 
Hni»h  de  Pattct^huU,  (anon  of  St.  PauVg. 

1239  Simon,  a  Nonnan,  Keener  of  the  SeaL 

He  is  hanislied  the  Court;  and 
1242  Ricliard  Gro;>sr,  or  Grasse,  Abbot  of 

Evesham,  is  made  Keeper  in  his  room ; 

but  being  elected  Bishop  of  Li.chficld, 

he  resigns  the  Seid ;  and 
John  de  Lexintune,  is  again  appointed 

Keeper. 
1244  Ralph  de  Novoville. 

1246  Ralph  Briton,  Chancellor  or  only  Keeper. 
Silvester  de  Eversden,  Bishop  ot  Carisde, 

Keeper. 

1247  William  Button,  Bishop  of  Batb  and 

WeUs. 
John  de  Lexintune,  Keeper.    Sept.  18. 
John  Mansel,  Keeper,  he  was  at  the  8aro« 
time  Chancellor  of  St.  Paul'f . 
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1946  John  deLexintune,  appointed  the  fourth 
,tinie  Keeper. 

1349  John  Man&eJ,  as;ain.    He  was  then  Pro- 
vost of*  Beverly. 
Ralph  de  Diceto. 

1250  Peter  de  Rievall^s,  and  WilUara  de  KiU 
kenny,  afterwards  Bfbliop  of  Ely, 
Keepers. 

1254  Henry  de  Wenham,  or  Wingham,  after- 
wards Bishop  of  Winchester  And  Lon- 
don. 

1958  Walter  de  Merton.    Deprived  the  satne 
jear  by  the  Barons. 
Nicholas,  Archdeacon  of  Ely. 

ItCl  Walter  de  Merton,  restored,  with  a  yearly 
salary  of  400  marks. 

1263  Nicbolas  de  Ely,  Archdeacon  of  Ely, 

Keeper. 

1264  John  deChishoU,  or  Chesel',  Archdeacon 

of  London,  and  Treasurer,  Keeper. 

1265  Thnoias  de  Cantilup.    He  had  600  marks 

granted  him,  for  the  maintenance  of 
himself,  and  the  Clerks  of  the  Chan- 
cery ;  afterwards  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells.     Marcti  16. 

1266  Waher  Gitfard,  Bp.  of  Bath»nd  Wells. 

1267  Galfndus  Oiffard,  Bishop  of  Worcester. 
1969  John  de  Clie>et,  or  Chishnll,  Dean  of 

London,  deeper. 
1274  Walter  de  Merton,  Bishop  of  Rochester. 
Robert  Burnel,   Archdeacon-  of  York, 

Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  afterwards 

Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.     In   1SH6 

he  attended  the  King  into  France,  and 

carried  the  Great  Si'al  with  him. 
12(>2  Walter  de  Langtcin,  Keeper. 
129d  John  de  Laiigion,  afterwards  Bishop  of 

Ely. 
1299  John  *^mon.  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
Markeus,  Bishop  of  Man. 
John  Drokci.sford,  Keeper. 
XSC^  William  de  Greenfield,   Dean  of  Chi- 

Chester,  afterwards  Archbp.  of  York. 

September  30. 
1305  Wilham  de  Haipelton,  Dean  of  York. 

January  16. 
1307  Ralph  deBaidoc,  or  Baudake,  bishop  of 

London. 
John  de  Langton,  Bishop  of  Chichester 

before  mentioned. 
"William  de   Melton,    and   two   others, 

made  Keepers  of  the  Seal  pro  tempore. 
1312  Walter  Reginald,  or  Reinalds,  Bishop  of 

Worcester,  and  afterwards  Archbishop 

of  Canterbury. 
1315  John  de  Sandal,  afterwards  Bishop^  of 

Winchester. 

1317  William  de  Melton,  Archbishop  of  Tfork. 

1318  John  de  Hothara,  Bishop  of  Ely. 
Vi^O  John  Saknon,  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

William  Airemine,  or   Aynnine,  after* 
wards  l^hop  of  Norwich,  Keeper. 

1323  John  Stratford,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 
Ralph  de  Nevtll. 

1324  Robert  Baldoc,  Ajrchdeacon  of  Middle- 

sex, afterwards  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
August  30. 


1326  Wilham  Airemine,  Bishop  of  Norwich, 
Keeper, 

1S28  John  de  Hotham,  Bishop  of»£ly.  Keeper. 
Jajiuary  9S. 

1329  Henry  Cliff,  and  William  dc  Harleston, 
Keepers.     March  1. 
Henry  de  Bnrghersh,  or  Burghwash,  Bi- 
shop of  Lincoln.     May  18. 

1831  John  de  Stratford,  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
November  28. 

1334  W  lliamde  Melton,  Archbishop  of  York, 

Keeper.  He  delivered  it,  J  inuary  6, 
into  the  custody  of  Henry  de  Edues- 
tow,  Thomas  dc  Bawuburgli,  and  John 
de  St.  Paul. 

1335  John  de  Stratfbrd,  again.     His  brother 

Robert  de  Stratford  was  his  deputy. 
April  6. 
RicUard  de  Aungervile,  alias  Bury,  Bi- 
shop of  D»irhrtm.     September  28. 
1836  John  de  Stratford,  again.     Jane  6. 

1338  Rt.  de  Stratford,  Bp.  Elect  of  Chicliester. 

1339  Ricliard  dc  Byutcworth,  Bishop-Elect  of 

London.    July  6. 

1340  John  de   St.  Paul,  Michael  de  Wath, 

Thomas  de  Baumbur^h,  Keepers  of  the 
Great  Seal.     December  8. 

1341  John  de  St.  Paul,  Master  of  th^  Rolls, 

Keener. 
John  oe  Stratford,  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, Chancellor  for  the  fourth  time. 
April  28. 
Robert  de  Stratford,  Bp.  of  Chichester. 
About  this  time  King  Edward  TH.  took 
a  rcsolation  not  to  give  the  custody 
of  the  Great  Seal  anymore  to  clergy- 
men; whereupon, 
Sir  Robert  Burgchier,  or  de  Bourchier, 
was  mude  Chancellor,  Derelnber. 
1842  Robert  Parning.    October  27. 
1344  Robert  de  SadJington.     September  29. 
J346  John  de  Effor  I,  or  Ufford,  Dean  of  Lin- 
coln.   October  26. 
1347  John  de  Thoresby,  successively  Bishop 
of  St.  David's,  Worcester,  Archbishop 
of  York,  and  a  Cardinal.     July  2. 
1356  William  de  Edington,  Bishop  of  W^in- 

chester.  February  19. 
1363  Simon  de  Laogham,  Bishop  of  Ely.  Ht 
was  also  Abbot  of  Westminster,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  Lord  Trea- 
surer. Februprv  19. 
1368  William  de  Wickham,  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester.   September  17. 

1372  Sir  Robert  de  Thorp,  Knight.  March  26. 

1373  Sir  John  Knyvet.     July. 

1375  Thomas  de  Arundtl,  Bishop  of  Ely. 
1377  Adam  dc  Houghton:    Jan.  18. 

Sir  Richard  le  Scrope,  Knight.    October. 

1380  Simon  dc  Sudbury,  Archbishop  of  Can- 

terbury. Beheaded  by  the  rebels  un- 
der Wat  Tyler,  January. 

1381  William  de  Courtney,  Bishop  of  London. 

1382  Sir  Richard  le  Scrope,.Knt.   November. 

1383  Robert  de  Bray  brook,  Bisbo|»  of  London. 
September  30. 
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1383  Sir  Michael  de  Im  Pole.    March  13. 

1387  Thomas  dc  Arundel,  Bishop  of  Ely,  af- 
terwards Archbishop  of  York  and  Can- 
terbury.   October  84. 

1389  WiUiam  of  Wicfcham,  Bis|tiop  of  Win- 
Chester.    May  4^ 

1392  Thomas  de  Arundel,  again. 

1395  Edmund  Sta£ford,  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

1400  John  de  Searie,  or  Serle.   November  15. 

1401  Edmund  Stafford,  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

1404  Henry  Beauford,  or  Beaufort,  Bishop  of 

Lincoln,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester, and  a  Cardinal. 

1405  Thomas  Langley,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
1407  Thomas  de  Arundel,  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury.    January  30. 

1410  John  Walkering,  Master  of  the  RoUs^ 
Keeper.    Jan.  19. 
Sir  Thomas  Beaufort,  the  King's  brother 
by  Catharine  Swinford.    January  31. 

14  IS  Thomas  de  Arundel,  Archbishop  ot  Can- 
terbury, 

1414  Henry  de  Beaufort,  Bishop  of  Win- 
Chester. 

1417  Simon  Garnsdde,  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Keeper  from  Sept.  4,  to  Oct.  19. 
Henry  Beaufort,  Etishop  of  Winchester. 

1418  Thomas  Lauzley,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
1424  Henry  Beaufort,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

July  16. 

1456  John  Kemp,  Bbhop  of  London.  March. 
1430  Mannaduke  Lumley,  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 
143S  John  Stafford,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 

afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury/ 
February  38. 

1433  John  Frank,  Keeper.    April  30. 

144^  John  Stafford,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  a  CardiuaL 
William  Paten,  alias  Wainfleet,  Bishop 
of  Winchester. 

1450  John  Kemp,  Archbishop  of  York,  after- 
wards Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
a  Cardinal. 

1454  Richard  Nevil,  Earl  of  Salisbury.  Made 

by  Parliament,  April  3. 

1455  Thomas  Bourchier,  Apchbbhop  of  Can- 

terbury.   March. 

1457  William  de  Wainfleet,  Bishop  of  Win- 

chester.   Oct.  II. 
1400  Oeorge  Neyil,  Bishop  of  Eieter,  after- 

terwards  Archbishop  of  York.  July  25. 
Sir  John  Fortescue. 
George  Nevil,  Bp.  of  Exeter,  aforesaid. 

1407  Robert  Kirkham^  Keeper. 

1408  Robert  StiUington,  Bishop  of  Bath  and 

Wells.    June^. 
1473  Henry  Bourchier,  Earl  ef  Essex. 

Laurence  Booth,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
1475  Thomas  Rotherham,  alias  Scot,  Bishop 
of  Lincoln,  June  5,  afterwards  Arctv- 
bishop  of  York. 
John  Alcock,  Bishop  of  Rocbesttr,  Keeper 
during  the  ChanceUor't  abfeiice  be- 
yond sea. 
Laurecce  Booth,  Bishop  of  Pnrbata. 


1478  John  Morton,  Bishop  of  Ely,  Matter  of 
the  Rolls,  afterwards  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  a  Cardinal. 

1484  John  Russell,  Bp.  of  Liocofai.    Nov.  30. 

1485  Thomas  Barrow,  Matter  of  the  Roils, 

Keeper.    Ausust  1. 
Thomas  Rotherham,  alias  Scot^  Archbp. 
of  York. 
1480  John  Alcock,  Bishop  of  Ely.    March  1. 
John  Morton,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
August  8. 
1501  Henry  Deant,  Bp.  of  Salisbvry,  Keeper. 
October  13. 

1509  WiUiam  Warharo,  Bishop-Elect  of  Lon- 

don, afterwards  Archbishop  of  Cm<- 
terbury,  Keeper.    Autust  11. 
1503 made  Lora  ChanoMlor,  January  1. 

1510  Thomas  Wolsey,  Cardinal,  Archbishop  of 

York,  &C.    December  7. 
1530  Sir  Thomas  More,  Knight    OctDbcr  S5* 

1533  Sir  Thomas  Audrey,  Knight,    Keeper. 

May  SO.  And  on  the  0th  of  January 
following  he  was  made  Chancellor, 
(created  Lord  Audley  in  1588*) 

1534  Thomas  Goodrick,  Bishop  of  Ely. 

1545  Thomas  Wriothcsley,  Lord  Wriodietley. 
May  3. 

1547  Sir  WiUiam  Paulet,  Knight,   Lord  8C 
John  of  Basting.    June  99.    After- 
wards Earl  of  Wiltshire,  and  Marq^ii 
of  Winchester. 
Sir  Richard  Rich,  Lord  Rich.    Noy.  30. 

1551  Thomas  Goodrick,  Bp.  of  Ely.  Jan.  19. 
Sir  Nicholas  Hare,  Knight,  Lord  Keeper. 

1553  Stephen  Gardiner,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 
September  21. 

1555  Nicholas  Heath,  Archbishop  of  York. 
January  1. 

1559  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Knt.  Lord  Keeper. 
December  SO. 

1579  Sir  Thomas  Bromley,  Knight.    April  S5. 

1587  Sir  Christopher  Hatton,  Knt.    AprU  <9. 

1592  Sir  John  Puckering,  Knt.  Lord  Keeper 
May  28. 

1590  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,Kt.  Keeper.  MayO. 

1603  King  James  I.  delivers  a  new  Great  Seal 
to  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  and  soon  a^ 
terwards  creates  him  Baron  ef  EUes- 
mere,  &c.  and  constitutes  him  Lord 
High  ChniiccUor  of  Encland.  (In  1010 
created  Viscount  Brackley). 

1016  Sir  F.  Bacon,  Kt.  Lord  Keeper.  Mar.  7. 

1617 made  Lord  ChanceUor,  and  created 

1617  Lord  Verulam  in  1019,  and  1020  Vis- 
count St.  Alban*s.    Remoyed. 

1021  Henry  Montagu,  Viscount  Mane^Uie  i 
Ludovick  Stuart,  Duke  of  Richmond ; 
WUUam  Herbert,  Earl  of . Pembroke ; 
Sir  Julius  Cosar,  Kni^it,  Master  of 
theRoUs;  Keepen  of  the  Great  Seal 
Mays. 
John  WUUams,  D.D.  Dean  of  West- 
minster, Lord  Keeper.  July  10.  AftR» 
wards  Bishop  of  Ltncolti.) 

1025  Shr  ThoAaa  Coyeatiy,  Knt.    Nov.  1. 
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K,— tIST  OF  Hffi  AftCHBKHOPS  OP  YORK,   FROM  THE  YEAR  1076  TO  THE 

DEATH  OF  JAMES  I.  1625. 


1070  Thomts  I.  Canon  of  Baion. 
1100  Gerard,  translated  from  Hereford. 
IIOO  Thomas  n.  Bishop-Elect  of  London. 
1119  Thurstan,  Prebend  of  St.  PaoPt.    He 

resigned. 
1141  Henry  Murdac,  Abbot  of  Fountains. 
liai  St.  mUiam,  Treasurer  of  York. 
1154  Roger,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury. 

iThe  see  vacant  ten  years.] 
1191  Oodiiey   Plantagenet,    Archdeacon  of 

Lincoln,  Lord  Chancellor.      • 

J  The  see  vacant  four  ycar8j[ 
ter  Gray,  translated  ftt>m  Worcester, 
Lord  Chancellor. 

1256  St.  Sewall  de  Boinll,  Dean  of  York. 

1858  Godfrey  de  Kinton,  Dean  of  York. 

1^65  Walter  Giffard,  translated  fVom  Bath  and 
W^S,  Lord  ChanceUor. 

1S79  William  Wickwane,  Chancellor  of  Yoik. 

19S5  John  Romane,  Precentor  of  York. 

1969  Henry  de  Newark,  Dean  of  York. 

»99  Thomas  Corbridge,  Prebend  of  York. 

1505  William  Greendeld,  Dean  of  Chichester, 
Prebend  of  York,  Lord  ChanceUor. 

1917  William  de  Milton,  Provost  of  Beverley, 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Treasurer. 

1348  William  de  la  Zouch,  Dean  of  York, 
Lord  Treasurer. 

l65f  John  Thoresby,  translated  fW)m  Wor- 
cester, Cardmal,  Lord  Chancellor. 

1873  Alexander  Nevill,  Archdeacon  of  Dor- 
ham.    Banished  in  1387. 

l3tt  Thomas  Arundel,  translated  flrom  Ely; 
translated  to  Canterbury  ^  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 

1396  Rt.  Waldby,  translated  from  Chichester. 


1897  Richard  Scrope,  translated  from  Co» 
ventry  and  Litchfield.  Beheaded  for 
attempting  to  restore  King  Richard  IT. 

1408  Henry  Bowett,  tfanslated  frcan  Bath  and 
WellsL 

1485  John  Kemp,  translated  from  London^ , 

Cardinal,  and  Lord  Chanoelior;  trans- 
lated to  CanterburVi 

1459  William  Booth,  translated,  from  Coventiy 
and  Litchfield* 

1464  George  Nevil,  translated  from  Exeter, 
Lord  ChanceUor. 

1486  Lawrence  Booth,  translated  from  Dur^* 


1480  Thos.  Scott,  smviamed  Rotberam,  trans- 
lated from  Lincoln,  Lord  Chancellor. 

1501  Thomas  SavMe,  translated  from  Londonl 

1508  Christopher  Bainbridge,  translated  from 
Durban,  Cardinal. 

1586  Thomas  Wolsev,  translated  from  Lin- 
coln, Lord  Chancellor,  Cardinal. 

1531  Edward  Lee,  Chancellor  of  Salisl^ury, 
and  Prebend  of  York. 

1544  Robert  Holgate,  translated  from  Landaff, 
Lord  President  at  the  North.  De- 
prived. 

1555  Nicholas  Heath,  late  Bishop  of  Woi^ 
cester,  Lord  Chancellor.    Deprived. 

1360  Thomas  Young,  translated  from  Sl  Da- 
vid's, Lord  President  of  the  North. 

1570  Edmund  Grindal,  translated  from  Lon- 
don ;  translated  to  Canterbury. 

1567  Edwyn  Sandys,  translated  from'  London. 

1588  John  Piers,  translated  from  Salisbury. 

1606  Mat.  Hutton  I,  translated  from  Durham. 

1606  Tob.  Matthew,  translated  from  Durham. 


X.— LIST  GF  THE  LORDS  HIGH  TREASURERS  OF  ENGLAND,  FROM  THE 
YEAR  1066  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  JAMES  L  1625. 


William  L 
Odo^  Ear!  of  Kent. 

Henrx  I. 
Geoffrey  Clinton. 
Kauulpb,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
Roger  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 
NigeUai,Biiiiopof£ly. 

henrt  n. 

Richard  de  Ely,  afterwards  Bishop  of 
London. 

RicHAao  t. 
Continued. 
William  de  Ely. 

JoHV. 
Contintied. 

— —  Dean  of  St.  Paul^,  London^ 
Walter  Grey,  Bishop  of  WorcesteK 
Oaoffirey^  Archdeacon  of  Norwich. 

JohnRothaL 


Eustace  de  Fauconbridge,  Bp.  of  London, 

and  Chancellor  of  tl^  Exchequer. 
John  de  Fontibas,  Bishop  of  Ely. 
Walter  Malclarke,  or  Lacklatine,  Bishop 

of  Carlisle. 
Hubert  de  Bui^o. 
Peter  de  Oriall. 
Under  him Passelew  was  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer. 
Hugh  Patteshall. 
Galfridus  Templorius. 
William  HaverhuU,  Canon  of  St.  PauPs, 

London. 
Rd.  de  Barking,  Abbot  of  Westminster. 
Philip  Lovel.    Deposed  by  the  Barons 

in  the  year  1258. 
1258  John  Crackhall,  Archdeacon  of  Bedford. 
1260  John,   Abbot  of  Peterborough;   made 

Treasurer  by  the  Barons. 

1265  Nicholas  de  Ely,  Archdeacon  of  Ely. 

1266  Thomas  Wimundham. 

1269  John  Chisull,  Deau  of  St.  Paul's,  Lon* 

don;  afterwards  Bishop  of  London. 
1271  Philip  de  Ely. 
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Continued. 

If74  Joseph  do  Chancy. 

vnS  Willuun  Otffordy    Bbhop  of  Bath  and 

Weilsy  afterwards  Arcbbbliop  of  York. 

Robert  Bumel,  Bishoip  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

If78  John  de  Clancy,  Pnor  of  St.  John's  of 
Jerusalem,  in  England. 

1979  Thomas  Becke,  Archdeacon  of  Dor- 
cester. 

1280  Richard  Warren,  or  de  Ware|  Abbot  of 
Westminster. 

1984  Walter  Wenlock,  Abbot  of  Westminster. 

1986  Roger  de  Longespee,  alias  Molend,  Bi- 
shop of  Iic(£(ield. 
John  Kirkbie,  Archdeacon  of  Coventry, 
afterwards  Bishop  of  Ely. 

1990  William  <te  Marchia,  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells. 

1993  Peter  de  Leicester,  Baron  of  the  Exche- 
quer, who  with  the  two  Chamberlains 
of  the  Exchequer,  executed  the  othcc 
of  Treasurer  until  the  appointment  of 

1995  Walter  Langton,  Bishop  oflitchtield. 

Under  whom  Peter  WiUeby  was  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer. 

Edward  II. 

15()r  Walter  Reynolds,  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
He  had  been  schoolmaster  to  the  King. 
Under  him  John  de  Sandall  was  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer. 

1311  John  de  Sandall. 

1319  Sir  Walter  Norwich. 

1313  John  de  Saudali,  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
(a  second  time). 

1315  Sir  Walter  de  Norwich,  (a  second  time). 
John  Drokeiibtbrd,  Bbhop  of  Bath  and 

Wells. 
(Hervey  de  Stanton,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer). 

1317  John  Hotham,  Bishop  of  Ely. 

1318  William  Walwaine. 

John  Stratford,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 
1819  Walter  Stajjleton,  Bishop  of  Exeter. 
1391  Sir  W'alter  de  Norwich,  (third  time). 
1329  Roger  Northborrow,  Bishop  of  Coventry 

and  LitchBeld. 
1324  Walter  Stapleton,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  (for 

a  second  time).     He  was  beheaded  in 

the  year  1326,  by  order  of  the  Queen 

Regent  i&abella. 
William  Melton,  Archbishop  of  York. 

Edward  III. 

1396  John  Stratford,  Bishop  of  Winchester, 

(for  a  second  time). 
Adam  de  Orlton,  Bbhop  of  Hereford. 

1397  Henry  Burwasli,  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

1329  Thomas  Charleton,  Bishop  of  Hereford. 

1330  Robert  Woodhouse. 

1331  William  Melton,  Anchbishop  of  York, 

(for  a  second  time). 
J  339  William  Ayermyn,  Bishop  oTNorwid. 
1333  Robert  le  AiUtone. 


13S6  Henry  Burwash,  Bisbop  of  Iincd%  (for 
a  second  time). 

1337  Richard  de  Bury,  Bishop  of  Durham* 

1338  Wiliiam  de  laZouch, Archbishop ofYork. 

1340  Sir  Roser  Sodingion,  Knight. 

Roger  Northborrow,  Bishop  of  Corentrj 
and  litahfield,  (for  a  second  time). 

1341  A  Bishoo  of  Chester. 
Robert  Perning. 

1349  Roger  Northborrow,  Bisbop  o(  Coveotrj 
and  Dtchtield,  (for  a  third  time), 

1343  William  de  Cusans. 

1315  William  de  Edington,  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester. 

1358  John  de  Shepey,  Bishop  of  Rochester. 

1361  Simon  Langhaiu,  Fishop  of  Ely,  after<» 
wards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  anid 
a  Cardinal. 

1363  John  Barret,  Bishop  of  Worcester. 

Under  him  William  Ashbv,  Arch- 
deacon of  Northampton,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer. 

1368  Thomas  de  Burnngton,  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

1371  Sir  Rich.  Scroop,  Lord  Scroop  of  Bolton. 

1876  Sir  Richard  Ashton,  Knt.  Lord  Warden 
of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

1377  Henry  Wakefield,  Bishop  of  Worcester. 

Richard  II. 
Continued. 

1378  Thomas  Brantington,  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

1379  Richard  Fitzalan,  Earl  of  Arundel  and 

Surrey. 

1380  Thomas  Brantington,  Bishop  of  Exeter, 

(for  a  second  time). 

1381  Robert  Hales,  Prior  of  St.  John's  of  Je- 

rusalem, in  England.  Beheaded  by 
the  London  rebels  on  Tower-hiU  in 
1381. 

1382  Sir  Hu](li  Segrave,  Knight. 

1386  John  Frotham,  Bishop  of  Durham. 
1386  John  Gilbert,  Bishop  of  Hereford,  mad« 
by  the  Parliament. 

1388  Thomas  Brantington,  Bishop  of  Exeter, 

(for  the  third  time). 

1389  John  Gilbert,  now  Bishop  of  St.  David's, 

(for  the  second  time). 

1390  John  Waltham,  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 
1395  Roger  Walden,  Secretary  to  the  King, 

and  Treasurer  of  Calais.  He  was 
elected  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  but 
rejected  by  Pope  Innocent  VII.  who 
afterwards  confirmed  him  Bbhop  of 
London. 

1398  Guy  de  Mona,  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 
Sir  William  Scroop,  Earl  of  Wiltshire. 

Beheaded  at  Bristol  in  1399,  1st  of 
King  Henry  IV. 

Henry  IV. 

1399  Sir  John  Northbury,  Kn^ht 

1403  Henry  Bowet,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  WelU . 

1404  William  Roos,  Lord  Roos. 

1405  Thumas  Fumival,  Lord  Fumival. 
1408  Nicholas  Bubwitb,  Bishop  of  London. 

Sir  Richard  Scroop,  Lorcl  Scroop  of  Bol- 
ton,  (for  a  lecoad  time). 
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1409  Sir  John  TipU>ft,XordTiptoft. 

1-110  Utsrr  Scroop,  iprd  Scroop  of  Madmn. 

Beheaded  at^uUiampton,  the  3d  of 

King  Henry  V. 

HkNKTV. 

1413  Thomas  Fitsaian^  Earl  of  Arundel  and 
Surrey. 

1416  Sir  Philip  Lech,  Knight. 

1417  Henry  Fitzbugh,  LonJ  Fitzhugh. 

Henry  VI. 

1422  John  Stafford,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
1425  Walter  Hungerford,  Lord  Uuogerfbrd. 
1431  John  Scroop,  Lord  Scroop  ofUpaal  and 

Masbain. 
1434  Ralph  Cromwell,  Lord  Cromwell. 
1444  Sir  Ralph  Butler,  Lord  Sudley. 

1447  Marmaduke  Lumley,  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 

1448  James  Fynes,  Lord  Say  and  Sele.     Be- 

headed by  the  Kentish  rebels  under 

Jack  Cade. 
1460  John  Beaucliamp,  Lord  Beaocham   of 

Powyke. 
1452  John  Tiptoft,  Lord  Tiptoft,  now  Earl  of 

Worcester,  (for  a  "^ecood  time). 

1455  James  Butler,  Earl  of  Wiltshire  and  Or^ 

mond. 

(Thomas  Thorpe^  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer). 

Henry  Bourchier,  Viscoont  Bourchier,  af- 
terwards Earl  of  Essex. 

1456  John  Talbot,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury.  Killed 

at  the  battle  of  Northampton,  1460. 
1458  James  Butler,  Earl  of  Wiltshire  and  Or- 
mouil,  (for  a  second  time).    Beheaded 

at  Newcastle  upon  Tyae,  1461. 
1460  Henry  Bourchier,   Viscount  Bourchier, 

afterwards  Earl  of  E^sex,  (for  a  second 

time). 

Edward  IV. 

1460  Thomas  Bourchier. 
1462  John  Tiptoft,  Earl  of  Worcester,  (for  a 
third  time).    Beheaded  in  1471. 

1464  Edmund  Grey,  Lord  Grey  of  Ruthyn, 

created  Earl  of  Kent 

1465  Sir    Walter    Blount,    afterwards    Lord 

MontjoY. 

1466  Su-  Richard  Woodv^le,  Earl  Hirers.  Be- 

headf^d  at  Northampton  1469. 
1469  John  Longsthrotber,  Prior  of  St.  John's 

of  Jerusalem,  in  England. 
William  Grey,  Bishop  of  Ely. 
1471  Henry  Boorcluer,  Earl  of  Essex^  (for  a 

third  time). 


RicBAftD  m. 

Continued. 

1484  Sir  Richard  Wood,  Knight. 

Uem»y  VIL 

1485  Sir  Rei^nald  Bray. 

(Sir  William  Stanley,  Knight,  Chancellor 
of  the  ExcheqoeA. 

1486  Sir  John  Dinham,  Lord  Dinham. 
150Q  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Surrey,  after- 
wards Duke  of  Norfolk. 

HfiNET  VIU. 

Continued. 

(Thomas  Cromwell,  (afterwards  Earl  of 
Efesex,  and  beheaded)  CbanceUor  of 
the  Exchequer). 
1523  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Surrey,  son  to 
the  last  Lord  Treasurer. 

Edward  VI. 
1546  Edward  Seymour,  Earl  of  Hertford,  af- 
terwards Duke  of  Somerset.  Beheaded 
in  1551. 
1551  Sir  William  Paulet,  Marquis  of  Win- 
chester. 

Ma»t. 


Edwabd  V. 


Continned. 


Continued. 

Elizabeth. 
Continued. 

(Richard  Sadkville,  Chancellor  of  th* 
Exchequer). 
1566  (Sir  William  Mildmay,  Knight,  ditto). 
1572  Sir  William  Cecil,  Lord  Burleigh. 
1589  (Sir  John  Fortescue,  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer). 
1600  Thomas  Sackville,  Lord  Buckhurst,  after- 
wards Earl  of  Dorset. 

James  L 
Continued. 
(George  Hume,  Lord  Hume  of  Berwick, 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer). 
(Sir  Fulk  Greville,  Knight,  ditto. 
1608  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Earl  of  Salisbury. 
1613  Thomas  Howard,  Lord  Howard  of  Wal- 

den,  afterwards  Earl  of  Suffolk. 
1690  (Sir  Richard  Weston,  Baronet,  i^terwards 
Earl  of  Portland,  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer). 
Sir  Henry  Mont^u,  Knt.  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  King's  B^ncb;  created 
Buron  Kimbolton,  and  Visconnt  Man- 
deville;    (afterwards    Earl  of   Man- 
chester). 
1621  Lionel  Cranfield,  Lord  Cranfield,  after^ 

wards  Earl  of  Middlesex. 
1623  Sir  James  Ley,  Knisht  and  Baronet,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the   King's  Bench. 
Created  upon  this  occasion  Lord  Ley, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Marlborough. 
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XI.— LIST  OF  THE  LORDS  PRIVY  SEAL>  PROM  THE  REION  OP  HEMWr  Vlir. 
TO  THB  DEATH  OP  JAMES  I.  1M5. 


henrt  vin. 

Ricbard  Fox,  Bi^op  of  tl^ncbester. 

HcDFY  Maroey,  Lora  Marney. 
15S8  Cuthbert  Tanfttal,  Bishop  of  London. 
t$S3  Wm.  Fitzwilliam,  Earl  of  Southampton. 

Thomas  Biillen,  Earl  of  Wiltshire  and 
Ormond. 
1536  Thomas  Cronivall,  Lord  Cromwell,  af- 
terwards Earl  of  Es89x;  beheaded. 

John  Ryssell,  ]>rd  RussaU,  afterwards 
1543       Earl  of  Bedford. 

EpwAitti  VI. 

Continued. 


Mart. 
Continued. 
1554  Edward,  Earl  of  Derbr. 
1556  William  Paget^  Lord  Paftt. 

ECISA»ET«. 

Nicholas  Bacon. 
1572  William  Howard,  Lord  Howard  of  Ef* 
fingbam. 
Wiadebank,  Esq. 

Janes  I. 
1608  Henry  Howard,  Earl  of  Noccbampton. 
1614  Edward  Somerset,  Earl  of  Worcester, 


Xn  —LIST  OF  THE  SPEAKERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  FROM  THE  YEAR 
13TT  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  JAMES  I.  1695. 


EOWAED  III. 

13rr  Sir  Thomas  Hungerford,  Knight. 

'  RiCBABD  n. 

137T  Sir  Peirce  de  k  Mare,  Knight 

1378  Sir  James  Pickering,  Knkht. 

1379  Sir  John  Gildersburgh,  Knight: 
1381  Sir  Richard  Walsprave,  Knight. 
1S83  Sir  James  Pickering,  Knight. 
1397  Sir  John  Bussey,  Knight. 

Hewet  IV. 

1399  Sir  John  Cbeyney,  Knight,  diosen,  but 

excused  for  his  sickness  and  inHnnit^. 
%John  Dorawoody  Knight,  chosen  in 
bis  place. 

1400  Sir  Arnold  Savage,  Knight. 
1403.  Sir  Henry  de  Redford,  Knight. 

1404  Sir  Arnold  Savage,  Knight. 

1405  Sir  William  Sturroey,  Knight. 

1406  Sir  John  Tibetot,  Knight. 

1407  Thomas  Chancer,  Esq. 

Heney  V. 

1413  WilKam  Stonrton,  Esq.  chosen,  but  ex- 

cused for  his  illness  and  infirmity. 
Joha  Dorewood,  Esq.  chosen  in  his  place. 

1414  Thomas  Chaucer,  Eisq. 

1415  Sir  Waher  Beauchamp,  Kn^ht. 

1416  Roger  Flower,  Esq, 
1491  Richard  Baynard,  Esq. 

Heney  VL 

149f  Roger  Flower,  Esq. 

14^3  John  Russel,  Esq. 

1495  Sir  Thomas  Nanton,  Kni^t. 

I486  Sir  Richard  Vernon,  Knight. 

14«8  John  Tyrril,  Esq. 

1439  William  AlH^etoilt  Esq. 

1430  John  Tyrril,  Esq. 

1433  John  Russel,  Esq. 

1433  Roger  Hunt,  Esq. 

1435  John  Bowes,  Esq. 


1436  Sir  John  Tyrril,  Knt.  diosea,  but  ex> 
cused  OB  aocomit  of  sickaess. 
William  Beerly>  Esq.  chosen  m  bi9  place. 
1439  WiUiamTrasbam,  Xsq. 
1445  WiiKamBurdiley,Esq. 
1447  WiHiam  TTesham,  Esq. 

1449  John  Day,  Esq. 

1450  Sir  John  Pophaoiy  Knighl,  eboseiv  bat 

excused. 
Wittiam  Tresbam,  Esq.  elected  hi  bia 
place. 
145<>  Sir  WiltiamOldball,  Knt. 
1453  Tho.Thorpe,  Esq.  chosen,  but  disejiarged. 
Sir  Thomas  Chariton,  Knight,  choseB  in 
bis  place.  > 

1455  Sir  John  Wenlook,  Knights 

1460  Thomas  Tresham,  Esq. 

1461  John  Green,  Esq. 

Edward  IV. 
1461  Sir  James  Strangewaifs,  Knt. 
1463  John  Say,  Esq. 
1467  Sir  John  Sav,  Knight. 
1472  William  Albngton,  Esq. 
1483  John  Wood,  Esq. 

HiKBT  vm. 

1509  Thomfts  Inglefield,  Esq. 
1513  Thomas  Nevile,  Em. 
1523  Sir  Thomas  More,  Kni^ 
1529  Thomas  Audley,  Esq. 
1537  Richard  Rich,  Esq. 
1540  Sir  Nicholas  Hare,  Knt. 
1542  Thomas  Moyle,  Esq. 

Edward  VI. 
1547  Sir  John  Baker,  Knight. 
1652  James  Dyer,  Esq. 

Mart. 

1553  John  Pollard,  Esq. 

1554  Robert  Brook^  £m|. 
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Philip  and  Mart. 

1554  Clement  Higbam,  Esq. 

1555  John  Pollard,  Esq. 
1558  John  Cordell,  Esq. 

Elizabctr. 

1558  Sir  Thomas  GargraTe,  Knt 
1562  Thomasi  Williamfi,  Esq. 
1566  Richard  Ooijlow,  Esq. 

1571  Christopher  Wray,  Esq. 

1572  Robert  Bell,  Esq. 


1581  John  Popharo,  Esq. 
1583  John  Puckering,  i'lsq. 
1583  Ooorge  J^nagg,  E^q. 
1592  Edward  Cooke,  Kiq. 
1597  Cliribtopher  Yelverton,  Esq. 
1601  Jolui  Cooke,  Esq. 

James  I. 
1603  Sir  reward  Phellips,  Knt. 
1614  Sir  Randolph  Crewe,  Knt. 
1620  Thomas  Richardson,  Iv^q. 
1623  Sir  Thomas  Crewe,  Knt. 


Xin.— LIST  OF  THE  MASTERS  OF  THE  ROLLS,  FROM  THE  YEAR  1291  TO 
THE  DEATH  OF  JAMES  L  1625. 


1291  Adam  de  Osgodeby,  Oct.  1.  1483 

1316  William  de  Aremynne,  August  19.  1185 

1318  WilUara  Annyne.  1487 

1323  Richard  de  Ayremynne,  May  26.  1491 

1324  Henry  de  Cliff,  July  4.  1493 
1332  Michael  de  Wath,  Jan.  20.  1501 
1336  John  de  Sanco,  April  28.  1504 
1339  William  de  Kilderly.  1507 

Thomas  de  Evesham.  1509 

1340.  John  de  Thoresby,  Fcb.21.  1516 

1344  David  de  Wollere.  1522 

1370  William  Bevestall,  March  28.  1523 

1381  John  de  Wahham,  Sept.  8.  1527 

1386  John  de  Bereton,  Oct.  24.  1534 

1394  John  Searle,  July  22.  •  1536 

1397  Thomas  Stanley,  Sept.  11.  1541 

1401  Nich.  Bedwith,  Sept.  24.  1549 

1404  John  Wakening,  March  2.  1551 

1415  Simon  Gaunstede,  June  3.  1553 

1423  John  Fraunke,  Oct.  28.  1557 

1438  John  Stopinden,  Nov.  13.  1580 

1446  Thomas  Kirkby,  March  29.  1593 

1461  Robert  de^irkhan^  Dec.  23.  1603 

^471  John  Alcock,  April  29.  1608 

William  Morland,  Feb.  22.  1610 

1475  John  Morton,  May  2.  1614 
1478  Robert  Morton,  May  30. 


Thomas  Barrow,  Sept.  22. 

William  FJIiot,  Nov.  13. 

David  Williams,  Nov.  26. 

John  Blithe,  Mav  5. 

William  VVareham,  Feb.  13. 

William  Baron,  Feb.  1. 

Christopher  Benebrigge,  Nov.  i;^ 

John  Yongc,  Jan.  22. 

John  Yonge,  June  12. 

Cuthbert  Tunstall,  May  12. 

John  Clarke,  Oct.  20. 

Thomas  Hannibal,  Oct.  19. 

John  Taylor,  June  26. 

Thomas  Groom b well,  Oct.  8* 

Christopher  Hales,  J  une  10. 

Robert  Southwell,  July  1. 

John  Beaumont,  Dec.  19. 

Sir  Robert  Bowes,  Knt.  June  18. 

Sir  Nic.  Hare,  Kut.  Sept.  18. 

Sir  William  Cordell,  Knt.  Nov.  8. 

Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  Knt.  May  30. 

Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  Knt.  April  10. 

Edward  Bruce,  May  18. 

Sir  pKJward  Phillips,  Knt.  Dec.  2^ 

Julius  Csesar,  Jan.  16. 

Julius  Ca;sar,  Oct.  1. 


XIV.— LIST  OF  ATTORNTES  GENERAL,  FROM  THE  YEAR  1278  TO  THE  DE^TJI 

OF  JAMES  I.  1625. 

Richard  de  Aldeburgh. 

Simon  de  Trcwythosa. 

John  de  Clone,  Aug.  4. 

John  de  Lincoln,  May  28. 

John  dc  Clone,  July  16. 

William  dc  Mcvington, 

William  dc  Thorpe. 

John  de  Lincoln. 

John  dc  Clone. 

Simon  de  Kegworth,  Oct.  12. 

Henry  de  Graistock. 

John  Gaunt. 

Richard  dc  Freysley,  May  4. 

William  de  Pleste, 

William  de  Ncssefield,  Nov.  4. 

Thomas  de  Shardlow,  Nov.  9. 

Jol»  de  Ashwell,  May  12. 

Michael  Skilling. 

Thomas  de  Shardlow. 


1278  William  de  GisilhaiA. 

1328 

1279  Gilbert  de  Thornton. 

1333 

1280  Alaous  de  Waldingham. 

1337 

1291  WiUiam  Inge. 

Hugo  de  Louther.          * 

1328 

1293  John  de  Mutford. 

1299  Nic.  de  Warwick. 

1341 

1800  John  de  Cestria. 

1342 

1801  John  de  Mutford. 

1308  Matthew  de  Scaccario. 

1348 

1312  John  de  Norton. 

1352 

1313  William  de  Langley. 

ISli  Adam  de  Fyneham. 

1359 

1320  Galfridus  de  Scropc. 

1361 

1322  Galfridus  de  Fyngale,  Nov.  C. 

1362 

1324  Adam  de  Fyneham, 

1365 

1326  William  de  Merston,  Feb.  26^ 

1366 

1327  Alexander  de  Hadenhan. 

Adam  de  Fyneham. 

WTQ 
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1381  William  Ellis. 

1384  William  de  Homeby. 

1386  Edmund  BrudeneL. 

1S99  William  de  Lodington,  Sept.  30. 

1401  Thomas*  Cowley. 

14or  ThonSas  Dereham,  July  13. 

Roger  Hunt,  August  17. 
1412  Thomas  Tickhill. 
■1413  William  Babin^ton,  Jan.  16. 
1420  William  Babthorpe. 
14?2  William  Babthorpe,  Nov.  11. 
1429  John  Vampage,  Oct.  28. 
1431  William  Nottingham,  June  30. 
1461  John  Herbert,  August  1^ 

Henry  Southnell. 
1471  William  Husee,  June  16. 
1483  Morganus  Kidwelly,  May  28. 

Marganus  "Kidwelly,  July  3. 

1485  William  Uody,  Sept.  27. 

1486  Jacob  Hubbard,  July  8. 
1509  John  Ernly,  April  28. 


1518  John  Fitz-Jame6,JaQ.S6. 

1523  Raddphus  Swillington,  April  U 

1529  Christopher  Halei,  June  3. 

1536  Sir  John  Baker,  Knt.  July  10. 

1540  William  Whorwood,  Nov.  8. 

1545  Henry  Bradshaw,  June  18. 

1551  Edward  Griffith,  May  21. 

1553  Edward  GriffiUi,  Sept.  30. 

1558  Gilbert  Gerrard,  Jan.  22. 

1580  John  Popham,  June  1. 

1591  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  Knt.  June  t* 

1593  Edward  Coke,  April  10. 

1603  Continued,  April  22. 

1606  Sir  Henry  Hobeif,  Knt  July  4. 

1613  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Knt.  October  47,  af- 
terwards Viscount  f%t,  Albans. 

1616  Sir  lienry  Yelverton,  Knt.  March  12. 

1620  Sir  Thomas  Coventry,  January  11,  after- 
wards Lord  Coventry. 

1625  Robert  Heath,  October  31. 


XV.— LKT  OF  SOLICITORS  GENERAL,  FROM  THE  YEAR  1461  TO  THE  DEATH 

OF  JAMES  I.  1625. 


1461  Richard  Fowler,  March  12. 
%460  Richard  Page,  Jan.  31. 

1483  Thomas  Lynon,  Aug.  26. 

1484  Continuetf,  October  20. 

1485  Andrew  Dimmock,  Nov.  15. 
1506  John  Emley,  July  12. 
1513  John  Port. 

1521  Richard  Listor,  July  8. 
1525  Christopher  Hales,  Aug.  14, 
1531  Baldwine  Malet. 
1533  Richard  Rich,  October. 
1535  William  Whorwood,  April  13. 
1540  Henry  Bradshaw. 
1545  Edward  Griffin,  June  8. 
1M2  Juhn  Gosnol,  May  21. 


1553  William  Conlell,  Sept.  30. 

1557  RichardWensto,  Nov.  20. 

1558  William  Rosewell,  Feb.  1. 
1565  Richard  Onslow,  June  27. 
1568  Thomas  Bromley,  March  14. 
1579  John  Popham,  June  26. 
1581  Thomas  Egerton,  June  28. 
1502  Edward  Coke,  June  16. 
1594  Thomas  Fleming,  Nov.  6. 
1603  Continued,  April  2. 

1607  Francis  Bacon,  June  95. 
1^13  Henry  Yelverton,  Oct.  29, 
1616  Thomas  Coventry,  March  14. 
4620  Robert  Heatl^  Januai7(  22. 
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Parliamentary  History. 


ON   THE  OKIOIir   OF   PARLIAMENT. 

JL  HE  origin  or  first  institution  of  parliament 
lies  8o  far liidden  in  tlte  dark  ages  of  antiquity, 
that  the  tracing  of*  it  out  is  equally  ditncuit 
«-«uid  uncertain.  The  word  pariument  is  com- 
paratively of  modern  date,  derived  from  the 
rrench,  parler,  and  signifying  the  place  where 
thejf  met  and  tpoke^  or  coiJjerred  together.  It 
was  first  applied  to  general  assemblies  of  the 
states,  under  Lewis  VIT.  in  France,  about  the 
middle  of  the  12th  century ;  but  it  is  certain, 
that  long  before  the  introduction  of  the  Norman 
limguage  into  England,  ail  matters  of  importance 
were  debated  and  settled  in  the  great  councils 
of  the  realm ;  a  practice  which  seems  to  have 
been  universal  npnong  the  northern  nations, 
particuhirly  tlie  Gennans,  and  carried  bv  them 
into  all  tlie  countries  of  Europe,  which  they 
over-raa  at  the  dissolution  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire. In  England  this  general  council  hath 
been  held  immemorially,  under  the  several 
names  of  michel  st/noth,  or  '  great  council;' 
michel  gemote,  or  *  great  meeting;'  and  more 
frequently,  wittena  gemote,  or  '  the  meeting  "of 
wise  men.'  It  was  also  styled  in  Latin,  com- 
mune  concilium  regni,  magnum  concilium  regis, 
curia  magna,  convent  us  ma  gnat  um  vel  procerum 
assisa  generalis;  and  sometimes,  communitas 
regni  Anglia.  We  Imve  instances  of  its  meet- 
ing to  order  the  .afFiiirs  of  the  kingdom,  to 
make  new  laws,  and  to  amend  the  old ;  or,  as 
Fleta  expresses  it,  tiov^  injuriis  etncrsis  nova 
constitutre  remeditty^ao  early  as  the  reign  of 
ina,  king  of  tlie  West  Saxons,  Ossa,  king  of 
the  Mercians,  and  Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  in 
the  several  realms  of  the  heptarchy.  The  laws 
of  Ina,  which  were  made  and  published  about 
the  year  T^,  are  there  said  to  be  done  by  the 
advice  and  consent  of  all  his  aldennen  and 
senior  wisemai  of  liis  kingdom,  besides  a  great 
number  of  the  clergy,  met  together  on  that 
occasion.  The  sainr  is  mentioned  at  the  end 
of  the  laws  of  Athelstan,  as  well  as  those  of 
Ethelred  bis  successor.  But  who  these  wise 
men  were,  whether  lords  qt  commons,  or  both 
together,  we  are  not  able  to  determine.  The 
chronicle  of  John  Brompton  mentions  a  great 
council,  or  asscmOlv,  to  have  been  held  at 
Vol.  1. 


Salisbury^  in  tlie  days  of  king  Edgar,  about 
the  year  9T0,  of  all  the  nobler  in  the  kingdom ; 
and  another  at  Oxford,  by  king  Ciuiute  the 
Dane,  in  the  year  1030.  These  are  vM,  oir 
the  strongest,  instances,  that  can  be  produced 
of  council^  or  parliaments,  being  called,  by 
our  Saxon  kings,  to  make  laws  before  the 
(Jonquest.  On  the  otlier  hand,  sir  It,  Filiner, 
dr.  Brady,  and  others,  deny  that  the  commons 
had  any  place  or  power  ii0 these  assemblies 
until  long  after  that  period.  They  say  indeed 
that  the  Snxon  kings  usdd  to  convene  the  no- 
bles and  bishops  of  the  realm,  to  consult  witli 
them  how  to  defend  themselves  in  case  of  an 
invasion,  to  levy  taxes,  or  to  promulgate  some 
new  laws  afnongst  the  people,  or  to  be  wit- 
nesses to  public  cliart^rs.  Tliis  last  is  evident 
from  several  Saxon  cliarters,  copied  and  pre- 
served by  historians,  as  well  as  some  originals 
still  extant  amongst  us,  wherein,  besides  the 
king,  the  nobility  and  bishops,  to  a  consider^ 
able  number,  signed  with  him.  But  then 
these  authors  assert,  that  the  wlwle  body  of 
the  coranions  were  in  an  entire  vassalage  to  the 
uobiKty  and  clergy  at  that  time,  and  long  after, 
and  had  nothing  they  could  call  their  own,  no, 
not  y  nmch  as  their  lives.  That  tliis  was  the 
case  oi  llie  commons  till  some  time  after  the 
conquest,  appears  pretty  plain,  but  with  the 
lords  it  was  otherwise ;  for  sir  Henry  Spclman 
tells  us  in  his  *  Glossary,*  that,  besides  what 
has  been  said  of  their  conventions  in  die  times 
of  the  Saxon  kings,  William  I.  composed  his 
great  assembly,  or  magnum  consilium  of  the 
nation,  from  those  tenants  that  held  of  him  in 
capite;  and  that  parliamentary  barons  were 
created,  by  this  kingV  writ,  out  of  those  of 
good  possessions;  whereby  William  reserved 
to  himself  a  tenure  in  chief  by  knight's  ser- 
vice. These  judges  were  at  that  time  the  su* 
pjeine  judicature;  but  tlie  origin  of  the  house 
of  peers,  as  to  its  transcendant  power,  does 
not  seem  plainly  to  appear  till  the  rei^  of 
Uenry  III.  when  special  writs  of  summons 
were  sent  out  to  tlie  nobility  distinctly  by 
themselves.  But  wavirie  tbfcse  controversies, 
it  is  generally  agreed,  that  in  the  main,  the 
constitution  of  parliament,  as  ic  now  standi 
was  marked  out  so  long  ago  as  liic  17th  year 
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of  king  John,  A.  D.  1215,  m  the  Great  Char- 
ter fi^rantcd  by  that  prince;  wherein  he  pro- 
mises to  summon  all  archbishops,  bishops,  ab- 
bots, earls,  and  greatef  barons,  personally; 
and  all  othet  tenants  in  chief  under  the  crown, 
by  the  sheriff  and  bailing,  to  meet  at  a  certain 
phicc,  with  40  days  notice,  to  assess  aids  and 
scutages  when  necessary.  .  And  this  constitu- 
tion has  subsisted,  in  fact,  at  least  from  tlie 
yc»r  1266, 49  Henry  III.  there  being  still  ex* 
'  tant  writs  of  that  date,  to  summon  kniglus,  ci- 
tizens, and  burgesses,  to  parliament.  —  The 
power  and  authority  of  parliament,  in  the 
making  of  laws,  and  in  proceeding  by  bill,  or 
otiier  ways,  have  been  to  largely  treated  on  by 
others,  and  will  be  so  completely  dc^-cloped  in 
the  course  of  our  history,  that  it  appears  un- 
necessary to  enlarge  upoif  them  in  this  place. 
With  regard  to  the  more  ancient  acts,  ordi- 
nances, journals,  &c.  of  the  two  houses  of 
parliament,  much  more  might  be  said  than 
would  be  consistent  with  the  substance  of  this 
short  introduction.  The  curious  reader  will 
find  them  admirably  and  concisely  treated 
npon  in  abp.  Nicolson's  '  English  llisforical 
Library;*  to  which  work  we  refer  him;  and, 
without  further  introduction,  sliall  now  pro- 
ceed to  give  an  inipartial  narrative  of  the  pju*- 
liamcntary  p'rod^edings  of  each  respective 
reign. 

WlLMA.M  I. 
In  the  year  1072,  and  in  the  6th  of  his 
.re  igli,  William  L,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
pope,  summoned  a  national  synod,  to  deter- 
,mine  the  dispute  betwixt  the  sees  of  Canter- 
bury and  York,  about  supremacy.  As  this 
Mus  entirely  an  ecclesiastical  controversy,  it 
does  not  appear  thai  this  meeting,  which  was 
Ictorc  the  king  and  Hubert,  the  pope's  legate, 
at  Windsor,  consisted  of  more  than  the  pre- 
lates, abbots,  and  other  ecclesiastics  of  the 
rciilm. 

Hkkry  I, 
In  1 106,  says  Matthew  Paris,  Henry  I.  con- 
vened his  nobles,  by  a  j-pecial  edict,  on  a  very 
exiniordinary  occasion.  Hw  elder  brother 
Ilobcrt,  whom  be  had  dispos?iessed  of  hii; 
rieht  of  succession  to  the  English  rrouTi,  came 
oyer  from  Normandy  to  make  him  a  friendly 
vi^t.  Henry,  being  jealous  that  this  vi-it 
might  turn  to  his  disadvantage,  nnd  being 
more  afraid,  says  our  author,^  of  man  tluin 
God,  he  first  cajoled  his  nobles,  by  crafty  pro- 
mises, to  be  true  to  him ;  and  next  thought 
that  he  could  make  up  the  mattf-r  with  God 
by  the  building  of  an  abbey,  which  he  was  then 
about  lo  execute.  For  this  reason  he  called 
touethei-  the  grrnt  men  of  the  renhn,  by  Ins 
loyal  mandate,  to  meet  at  London;  where  he 
hrst  softened  and  sueetcr.ed  tliera  ffpnratcly, 
by  honied  words  nnd  CNprosnons;  and  tlicn, 
beinu  met  together,  lie  innde  a  sj  c<-ch  to  thf^m 
CIS  follows;  which  speech,  as  it  15  rhr- f:r-r  tm 
reroitl  tlmt  came  from  the  ihron  \  nnlv  pre 


ser^-ed  by  M.  Paris,  and  taken  notice  of  by 
very  few  historians,  either  ancient  or  modern, 
justly  claims  a  place  in  our  history: — *  My 
Friends  and  fiutliful  Subjects,  both  Foreigners 
and  Natives ;  You  all  know  very  well,  that  my 
brother  Robert  was  both  called  bv  God  and 
elected  king  of  Jerusalem,  which  he  might 
have  happily  governed;  aiid  how  skaraefiilly 
he  revised  that  rtiltf,  for  whicli  he  .^nstly  do- 
serves  God's  anger  and  reproofr  You  know 
also,  in  many  other  instances,  his  pride  nnd 
brutality.  Because  he  is  a  man  tliat  delights^ 
in  war  and  bloodslied,  he  is  impatient  of 
peace.  I  know  that  he  thinks  you  a  parcel 
of  contemptible  fellows;  he  calls  you  a  set  of 
drunkards  and  gluttons,  whom  he  hopes  to 
tread  imder  his  feet.  I,  truly  a  king,  meek, 
humble,  and  peaceable,  will  preserve  and 
cherish  you  in  your  ancient  liberties,  which  I 
have  formerly  sworn  to  pertbrm ;  will  hearken 
to  your  wise  councils  with  patience;  and  will 
govern  you  justly,  after  the  example  of  the 
best  of  princes.  If  you  tfcsire  it,  I  will 
strengthen  this  promise  with  a  written  char- 
ter; and  all  those  laws  which  the  holy  king 
Edward,  by  the  inspiration  of  God,  so  wisely 
enacted,  I  will  again  swear  to  keep  inviolably. 
If  YOU,  my  brethren,  will  stand  by  me  faith- 
fully, we  shall  easily  repul>c  the  strongest  ef^ 
forts  the  .cruellest  enerny  can  make  against 
me  and  these  kingdoms.  If  I  am  only  sup- 
ported by  the  valour  and  powcf  of  the  Eng- 
lish nation,  all  the  weak  threats  of  the  Nor- 
mans will  no  longer  .•^eem  fomiidable  unto 
me.* — Paris  adds,  tlmt  this  harangue  of  Ilenrv 
to  his  nobles  had  tjie  desired  ciTect,  though 
he  afterwards  broke  all  liis  fair  promises  to 
them.  Robert  went  back  much  disgu.stcd, 
whom  his  brotlicr  soon  after  followed,  gained 
a  victory  over  him,  took  the  duke  prisoner, 
put  out  his  eyes,  and  condemned  him  to  per- 
petual imprisonment. — In  1107,  Henry  called 
another  convention  of  all  tlie  estates  of  the 
realm  to  sit  in  his  royal  palace  at  London. 
In  this  assembly,  the  prohihiting  the  priests  the 
use  of  their  wives  and  concubines  was  consi- 
dered ;  and  the  bishops  and  clergy  gninted  u  • 
the  king  tlie  correct i-'ai  of  tlicin  for  that  of- 
fence ;  by  whirh  means  he  raised  vast^ums  of 
money,  compounding  witli  the  priests,  for  cer- 
tain annual  payment *•,  to  allow  them  the  en- 
joyment of  their  wiv(^  and  concubines. — In 
1116,  another  conventirm  of  the  nobles  and 
barons  was  summoned  by  the  king  to  meet  at 
Salisbury.  At  this nRHtiu^  the  whole  nobility 
did  homage  to  liiiu  ar.d  to  prince  William,. 
Henry's  eldest  son,  in  iho  pre-^once  of  tlie  fa- 
ther. The  dispute  betwixt  the  archbishops 
of  York  and  Canterbury,  about  primacy,  was 
also  debated  at  this  convention. 

Tares  ill  fl/is  K/w^V  Retgtf. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  taxf  s  were  lc\it4 
arbitrarily,  ;us  thov  wtre  in  the  two  preceding 
rrigns  of  lii>  brother  l^li\L^  and  hio  father.  In 
his  6t!i  }car,  lu;  s>t.t  ;i  huui  upon  every  parish 
churcli,  niu)  lorrr-d  the  iitciiiyhtnit  to  pay  the 
iii'jUry  to  rt.  Jc«  lu  la?  church.    In  liii  Ulh  year, 
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he  received  for  the  mairiage  of  his  dau^^htcr 
Matilda,  5s.  for  every  hide  of  land.  And,  ac- 
cording to  historians,  durii^  his  whole  reij^n 
he  levied  a  constant  aniiud  tax  of  12d.  on 
every  hide  of  land.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  kine  asked  the  consent  of  his  barons  or 
people  for  raising  these  subsidies. 


;  all  that  favoured  them,  were  angry  at  this  re- 
j  pulse,  and  shut  up  ail  the  bishops,  with  their 
I  prhnute,  in  one  hoube,  that  by  threats  and  tcr< 
I  i-ors  they  might  extort  that,  which,  adds  our 
autliority,  neither  by  price  nor  prayer  thoy 
could  prevail  in.     Some  of  the  bishops  were 
intimianted,  and  began  to  stagger ;  which  the 
primate  perceiving,  found  means  to  make  his 
escape  oot  of  the  house;  and  getting  over  tlic 
Thames  in  a  boat,  fled  to  Dover,  and  so  be- 
yond SCH.     For  his  resolution  in  this  affair  and 
flight,  the  king  seized  upon  and  spoiled  all  his 
luiids  and  possessions. 

*  Henry  II. 

Henry  TI.  summoned  a  general  assembly,  or, 
as  some  will  have  it,  a  parliament,  in  1156,  the 
second  year  of  his  reign,  to  me^^t  at  Walling- 
ford ;  w^ierein  the  bishops  and  barons  swore  to 
the  succession  of  his  sons  Wm.  and  Henry,  and 
the  king  confirmed  the  charter  of  the  realm. — - 
In  1164,  he  called  together  a  much  greater  as- 
sembly, and  which  comes  the  nearest  a  par- 
liament of  any  thing  we  have  yet  met  with. 
This  convention  of  the  estates  was  held  at 
Clarendon,  and  consisted,  as  M.  Paris  writes, 
of  the  a^chbi^hops,  bishops^  abbots,  prioi*s, 
earls,  barons,  and  nobles  of  the  re^m ;  over 
whom,  by  the  king's  command,  John  de  Oxford, 
his  chapiain,  was  made  president.  In  this  as- 
sembly the  king  carried  it  with  a  very  high  hand 
nirtiiiist  the  prelates  and  holy  church,  say  the 
Monkish  writers,  and  even  forced  Thomas  a 
Bcckct,  abp.  of  Canterbury,  with  the  rest  o( 
Bohon,  Simon  de  Bellocampo,  sewer,  VVn^  de  ^  them  present,  to  sivear  to  16  articles,  drawn 
Albany,  Martcl  de  Albany,  butlers,  Uoh.  de  \  up  for  that  purpose.  These  articles,  at  lai^;e 
Ferret??,-  Wm.  Peverd,  Simon  de  Silvnnecti,  j  in  M.  Paris  and  other  ancient  writers,  called 
Wm.  de  Albania,  Hugh  de  S.  Clare,  llbert  de  !  the  *  Constitutions  of  Clarendon,'  have*  been 
L.ncy;  dated  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  of  Christ  \  ^o  often  copied  by  the  moderns,  that   it   is 


Stephen. 
We  meet  with  one  convention  of  the  estates 
in  this  reign,  and  that  was  in  the  first  year  of 
it ;  for  Stephen,  anxious  to  have  his  title  cpn- 
iirmed  by  their  authorities,  scmimoned  all  the 
bishops  and  nobles  of  the  realm,  by  his  royal 
edict,  to  meet  at  Oxford  for  that  purpose. 
At  this  meeting  Stephen  signed,  and  gave  u 
most  extensive  charter,  wherein  the  rights  and 
immunities  of  the  church  were  largely  and 
principally  secured  to  the  clergy.  At  the  tail 
cf  this  charter,  Stephen  al5)  promises  to 
punish  or  i«emove  the  hi^h  sheriffs,  or  any 
other  of  his  ofHcers,  that  shall  use  any  unjust 
or  illegal  exactions  on  the  people ;  and  that 
he  will  well  and  truly  keep  all  the  good  old- 
laiws  and  customs  m  all  cases  whatsoever. 
The  barons  and  other  great  men,  besides  the 
bishops,  who  were  witnesses  to  this  charter,  and 
consequently  present  at  this  convention,  were 
Koger  the  chancellor,  Henry  fhe  king's  nephew, 
Robert  earl  of  Gloucester,  William  earl  War- 
ren, Ralph  earl  of  Chester,  Roger  earl  of  Wai- 
wick,  Robert  de  Vere,  Miles  de  Gloucester, 
Robert  d'Oilly,  Brian  son  to  thq  earl  Onsta- 
hle,  Wm.  Martel,  Hugh  Bygot,  Humphrey  de 


1136,  and  the  first  of  his  reign.  Richard,  the 
prior  of  Hexham,  from  whom  we  now  quote, 
and  who  has  best  preserved  the  annals  of  this 
king,  has  given  us  this  charter;  the  prenmble 
to  which,  as  it  evidently  shews  the  title  that 
Stephen  claimed  to  the  crown,  may  be  ac- 
oetitable  to  the  reader.  It  is  as  follows: — 
*  I  Stephen,  by  tlve  grace  of  God,  the  consent 
of  the  clergy  and  poople,  being  elected  king 
over  England,  and  consecrated  by  Wm.  abp. 
of  Canterbury,  legate  of  the  holy  Ronxjm 
church,  confinued  by  Innocent,  pontiff  of  the 
same  see ;  for  fhe  respect  and  Im-e  I  bear  to 
God,  do  declare  holy  church  to  be  free,  imd 
do  confirm  all  due  reverence  unto  it,  &c.* 
In  115?  he  called  a  general  council  to  Lon- 
don, And  proposed  to  them  the  coronation  of 
hk  son  Eustace;  that,  says  our  author^  he 
txiis^ht  deprive  duke  Henry,  son  to  the  empress 
Matildn,  of  his  right  of  succession ;  and  parti- 
cularly  required  the  archbisht>p,  to  whose  an- 
cient rigtit  it  belonged  to  consecrate  kings,  to 
pertcimi  that  office  upon  his  son.  The  prelate 
Dohily  answered,  that  the  pope,  by  his  letter?", 
Itad  forbidden  him  to  crown  or  anoint  his  son,^ 
because  he  himself,  contrary  to  his  oath,  had 
^.urped  the  kin^om.    Th^'kiugx  his  son,  and 


needless  to  insert  them  here. — There  was  also 
another  assembly  of  the  bishops  and  barons, 
called  to  York,'  in  1171,  in  which  Malcolm, 
king  of  Scotland,  and  his  successor  William, 
appeared  and  did  homage  to  Henry  for  that 
kmgdom.^ — In  1170,  Henry,  at  Northainpton, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  son, 
the  bishops,  earls,  barons,  knights,  aud  others, 
constituted  and  appointed  justiciaries,  in  ^ix 
dift'ereat  parts  of  the  realm,  three  in  each  di- 
viMon;  who  were  sworn  tq  execute  justice  im-» 
partially  to  every  one. — Again,  in  1 186,  another 
convention  of  the  estates  was  called  to  meet  at 
Gayntington,  and  by  theif"  consent  he  hnpo«cd 
the  same  tax  upon  his  subjects  in  England, 
which  he  had  just  then  executed  in  Normandy 
and  the  rest  of  his  foreign  dominions.  This 
was  imposed  in  order  to  ciurry  on  a  war,  joint- 
ly with  the  king  of  France,  against  the  Turks 
and  Saracens,  for  the  recovery  of  tlic  Holy 
Land. 

Taxes  in  this  K'tng's  Rei^in, 
Taxes  seem  to  have  been  raised  in  this  king's 
i*eign  as  arbitrarily  as  before ;  in  the  beginning 
of  it  tliero  was  a  scutai^e,  but  there  is  no  ac- 
count what  it  amounted  to.  A  2nd  scutnge 
was  m^e  ip  tbe  5tl\  jx^ar  of  his  reign,  aanount-v 
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ing  to  180,0001.  In  his  7Ui  year  a  3d  scutage 
wns  mi*>ed,  at  two  marks  every  knight's  fee. 
In  liic  tw  eliU),  Qs.  in  the  pound  for  the  first 
year,  and  Id,  a  pound  for  four  years  afiei^,  of 
all  renu  nnd  moveables.  In  the  14th  of  his 
reign  a  4th  scutage,  at  a  mofk  a  knight's  fee: 
In  die  18th,  a  5th  scutaee;  uncertain  what  it 
was.  -In  the  last  year  of  this  king's  reign,  a 
10th  on  all  moveables,  for  the  crusade. 

Richard  I. 
In  tbis  king's  reign  wc  meet  with  a  conven- 
tion of  the  estates,  in  1189,  the  very  first  year 
61*  it.  At  this  tinje  the  French  king  sent  an 
ambassador  to  acquaint  the  king  of  England, 
that  t)e  and  the  whole  noblesse  ot  France  had 
sworn  to  go  and  attempt  the  rescue  of  the 
Holy  Land  from  the  hands  of  the  Saracens; 
and  invited  Richard  and  his  nobles  to  join 
with  them  in  this  holy  undertaking.  Upon 
this  embassy,  the  king  convened  the  bl^^hops, 
carb,  and  barons  of  the  realm,  says  M.  Paris, 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  when,  acquainting 
them  with  the  Frendi  king's  invitation,  it  was 
readily  agreed  to  accept  of  it,  by  Richard  and 
his  peers ;  the  king  and  the  nobles  taking  the 
same  oath,  set  out  from  England  some  time 
after,  to  meet  the  Frehch,  and  prosecute  this 
holy  war  with  •their  joint  focces. — Soon  after 
his  return,  in  1194,  the  king  thought  fit  to  call 
a  parliament,  at  Nottingham;  where  it  is  said 
by  some,  that  queen  Eleanor,  hb  mother,  was 
present,  and  sat  on  his  right  hand.  But  Roger 
xioveden,  who  is  very  particular  in  hhi  account 
of  this  assembly,  and  what  was  done  at  it, 
writes,  *  that  the  king  sat  iii  state,  with  Hubert, 
abp.  of  Canterbury,  on  bis  right  hand,  and 
Gcofry,  abp.  of  York,  on  his  left.'  The  rest 
of  the  bishops  and  peers  that  composed  this 
meeting,  and  are  mentioned,  were  Hugh  bp. 
of  Durham,  Hugh  bp.  of  Lincoln,  William  bp. 
of  Ely,  tlic  king's  chancrllor,  William  bp.  of 
Hereford,  Henry  bp.  of  Worcester,  Henry  bp. 
of  Exeter,  and  John  bp.  of  Whitehaven ;  Da- 
rid  earl  of  Huntingdon,  brother  to  the  king  of 
Scots,  Hamelin  earl  of  Warren,  Ralph  earl  of 
Chester,  Wm.  earl  Ferrers,  Wm.  earl  of 
-Salisbury,  and  Ro^er  Bigot  earl  marshal.  On 
the  first  dav  of  their  session,  which  was  March 
29th,  the  king  deprived  Gerhard  de  Canville 
of  the  possession  of  the  castle  oi'  Lincoln,  and 
hi*:  ofiicc  of  shcrifi'of  that  shire ;  Hugh  Bardolph 
of  the  ca.stlei  of  Yorkiind  Scarborouj^h,  the  cus- 
tody of  Westmoreland,  with  the  ofiice  of  slieriflf 
of  Yorkshire;  and  exposed  them  to  sale.  The, 
abp.  of  York  bought  the  sheriff's  office  for  that 
coumy  for  SOOO  marks,  and  an  annual  rent  of 
100  murks.  On  the  2nd  day  the  king  demanded 
judgment  agtunst  h|s  brotlier  John,  for  having, 
contrary  to  his  oath  of  fealty,  usurped  his  cas- 
tl**S5-and  entered  mto  a  confederacy  with  the 
king  of  I'Viince  against  him;  a6  also  against 
Hugh  dc  Navani,  bp.  of  C'cnt^ntry,  for  adhering 
to  him  and  bis  other  enomicj.  It  was  deter- 
mined that  they  should  both  appear  upon  a  day 
filed,  to  an^HCf  ^ccordaig  to  iaw^  which   if 


they  refused  to  do,  the  earl  sfaDold  be  bflaisiiedf 
and  the  bp.  undergo  sucli  penalty,  both  ftt>m 
clergy  and  laity,  as  his  crime  deaeired.  On 
the  3d  day  the  parliament  granted  to  the  king 
2s.  from  every  plough-land  in  England:  be- 
sides he  required  a  3d  part  of  the  service  of 
every  knight's,  fee  for  his  attendance  in  Nor- 
mandy, and  all  the  wool  that  year  of  the  Cis- 
tercian monks,  which  bcinfij  judged  too  hard, 
he  compounded  with  Yhcm  for  a  fine.  The  4th 
and  last  day  was  spent  in  hearing  and  deter- 
>intnin<{  of  grievances  and  accusations;  and  so 
this  assembly  broke  u\)  after  coming  to  a  reso- 
lution, '  that  to  nullity  the  act  of  submission, 
which  Richard  had  been  obliged  to  perform  to 
the  emperor,  he  should  be  crowned  a^ain/ 
which  accordingly  was  performed  on  the  Easter 
following,  at  Winchester. 

Taxes  in  this  King^tt  Reign, 
In  the  first  year  of  it  a  scutage  of  SOs.  was 
laid,  on  every  knight's  fee.  In  the  2nd,  for  the 
armament  to  carry  on  tiie  holy  war,  3  saddle 
horses  and  2  sumpter  horses  were  taken  of 
every  city ;  of  every  abbey  one  saddle  horse  and 
one  sumpter  horse ;  aiut  of  every  manor  of  the 
king's  the  same  as  tiie  abbies.  For  hia  raasoniy 
when  prisoner  to  the  emperor,  of  every  knight*i» 
fee  20s.;  l-4th  of  the  rents  of  the  laity; 
1-4 th  of  the  rents  of  some  clerks,  and  1-UHh 
of  others ;  all  the  gold  and  siber  the  churches 
had;  and  all  the  wool  of  tliat  year  the  Cister- 
cians had,  as  well  as  the  monks  of  the  order  of 
Sempringham,  who  never  were  taxed  before. 
The  sum  the  emperor  demanded  for  king 
Richard's  ransom  was  140,000  marks  of  silver. 
For  liberty  &[  tournament,  etvery  earl  gare  ^ 
marks,  ei'ery  baron  10  marks,  every  landed 
knight  4  marks,  and  every  knight  of  fortune  2 
marks.  In  1185  and  119<$,  were  raised  the 
sum  t)f  1,100,000  marks;  but  it  is  not  said 
how;  also  an  aid  of  5s.  f»f  every  ploogh-land. 
Great  sums  were  also  raised  by  setsures,  fines, 
and  compositions,  and  sale  of  the  demesne 
lands.  So  tnuch  money  went  out  of  the  king- 
dom on  this  expensive  crusade,  and  for  the 
king's  ransom,  that  not  one  genuine  coin  of 
this  king's  stamp  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  col- 
lections of  the  curious. 

John. 

In  1200,  the  first  of  his  reijzn,  John  called 
together  the  estates  of  the  rdum,  to  meet  at 
Lincoln;  where,  al^(),  &ay  our  historians,  he 
had  sunmnoned  Wm.  king  of  Scotland  to  appear 
and  do  homage  to  him  fur  that  kingdom.  The 
Scotch  king  came,  ami  tlie  ceremony  was  per- 
formed on  a  hill  near  Lincoln,  in  the  pres<>nce 
of  all  tlie  noblemen  of  both  kingdoms  and  all 
the  people.  This  convention  is  als-o  called  a 
parhament  by  some  old  writers,  thou}^  for 
what  reason  we  are  not  able  to  learn,  for  there 
were  no  laws  of  any  kind  enacted  at  it.  But, 
in  1204,  we  find  a  meeting  of  the  nobles  called, 
much  more  like  a  parliament  than  the  last. 
They  met  at  Oxford  on  the  2nd  of  Jan.  but  by 
what  writ  they  wure^  amnmoncd  it^ool  specified,. 
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lien  was  frai^ted  to  th«  king  8}  marks  of  body.  At  length,  adds  our  autbor,  after  they 
«very  knightf s  feo ;  nor  did  the  bishops  or  ab-  had  treated  on  various  subjecU,  the  king, 
bats,  or  other  of  the  clergy,  depart  without  a  \  knowing  full  well  tlmt  his  strength  was  much 


promise  of  the  same. — The  storm  biitwixt  this 
king  and  his  barons  beginning  to  grow  high, ' 
Stephen  Langton,  abp.  of  Canterbury,  inter- 1 
posed^   and  uith  much  ado  prevailed  upon  I 
John  to  call  a  parliament,  or  convention  of 
estates,  which  met  at  London,  in  St^  Paulas 
cathedral.    Hero  the  abp.  produced  a  charter 
of  Henry  1st.  by  which  he  granted  to  his  peo- 
ple their  ancient  liberties^  which  had  been 
violated  by  the  unjust  exactions  of  his  prede- 
cessors, such  as  were  according  to  the  laws  of 
fcin^  Edward,    and  with  those  amendments 
which  his  father,  by  the  council  of  his  barons, 
did  ratify.    This  charter,  which  is  still  extant 
in  M.  Paris,  being  read  Tunongst  the  barons, 
they  were  much  rejoiced'  at  it ;  and  swore  in 
the  preselico  of  the  abp.  that  for  these  liberties 
they  would,  if  need    required^    spend   their 
blood;   and  making  an  agreement  with  tho 
prelate  to  that  end,  they  broke  up  without 
any  answer  firom  the  kin|;. — We  now  come  to 
tho  time  when  Ma^^a  Charter,  or  the  Great 
Charter  of  our  liberties  was  granted,  or  rather 
forced  from  this  king  by  his  barons.    This  be- 
ing the  fundamental  part  of  our  English  laws, 
stands  in  thte  front  of  all  our  printed  statutes^^ 
and  is  the  great  bulwark  betwut  the  power  of 
the  crown  and  the  liberties  of  the  subject. 
^Iliis  charter  wai>  tirst  granted  in  form  by  king 
Joha,  in  the  16th  year  o(  his  reign ;  after  a 
long  series  of  civil  wars  betwixt  him  and  his 
barons,  of  which  our  chronicles  give  a  meUn- 
choly  and  terrible  description.    The  king  being 
at  last  hard  put  to  it  by  the  barons ;  de^rted 
almost  by  every  oue;  and  having,  as  M.  Pans 
writes,  scarce  7  horsemen  lei't  to  guard  his 
person,  thought  it  hig;ii  time  to  sooth  his  angry 
nobles,  and  therefore   sent  Wm.  Mareschal, 
«sirl  of  Pembroke,  with  some  others,  to  tlie 
lords,  then  at  London,  to  tell  them  that  he 
would  grant  the  laws  and  liberties  they  desired. 
The  embassador  and  his  message  were  received 
with  great  joy  by  the  barons,  who  appointed  a 
time  and  place,  according  to  the  king's  desire, 
for  the  meeting. — This  great  as:«embly  of  the 
lung  and  the  barons,  was  in  a  place  betwixt 
Windsor  and  Staines,  called, Runny-mead.  On, 
the  15th  of  June,  1215,  ^the  king  and  the  no- 
bles met  in  this  meadow ;  on  uie  king's  side 
appeared  with  him  the  archbibhops  of  Canter^ 
buiy  and  Dublin,  the  bishops  of  London,  Win- 
chester, Linoolo,  Bath,  Worcester,  Coventry, 
and  Rochester:  Pandulph,  the  pope's  ngcnt 
and  master  of  the    order  of  Templars    in 
England :  of  noblemen,  Wm.  Marescnnl,  earl 
of  Pembroke,  the  earls  of  Salisbury,  Warren 
and  Ar\uidel;  Alan  de  Galewey,  Wm.  Fitz- 
gerald,. Peter  Fitzherhert,  Tho.  Basset,  Mat. 
Fitshcrbert,  Allan  Basset,   Hugh  de  Nevile, 
Hubert  de  Burg»  Rbbert^de  Roppelay,  John 
Mareschal,    and    Philip    de    Albiney.     On 
the  part  of  the  barons,  says  M.  Paris,  ap- 
'peared  such  a  number,  that  it  seemed  as  if  all 
thft  nobility  of  England  was  collected  into  one 


inferior  to  that  of  the  barons,  without  the  least 
seeming  reluctance,  agreed  to  several  articles, 
and  confirmed  them  by  his  charter.  Nbxt  fol- 
lows the  charter  at  length,  in  M.  Paris,  as  well 
as  the  Charta  de  Forebta,  granted  at  the  samo 
time;  which  forest-laws  and  customs,  as  they 
could  not  be  inserted  in  the  same  schedum 
with  tho  former,  by  reason  of  their  length,  says 
M.  Paris,  made  a  diilerent  instrument^  and 
was  witnessed  accordingly. 


Henry  HL 
In  1923,  a  meeting  of  the  barons  was  sum- 
moned to  London ;  where  the  king  met  them, 
Jan.  13th,  in  the  same  year.    At  tliis  conter- 
encc  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  and  other  great 
men,  requested  tlie  king  that  he  would  confirm 
the  liberties  and  free  customs  tor  which  a  war 
was  made  with  his  father ;  urging,  moreoir«r, 
that  when  Lewis  left  England,  both  the  kinc 
and  all  the  nobihty  had  sworn  to  observe^aoa 
cause  to  be  obsenred,    those  liberties,  and 
therefore  could  not  refuse  to  do  'it.     Vpou 
which  W^m.  Briwere,  one  of  the  king's  council^ 
replied,  *  That  the  liberties  they  desired  Were 
violently  extorted,  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
be  observed.'    The  abp.  of  Canterbury  in  a 
passion  ref>roved  hi:m,  and  said,  '  that  if  he 
tored  the  king  he  would  not  hinder  the  peace 
of  the  kin$i;don).'    The  king,  seeing  the  prel^e 
much  moved  on  the  occasion,  atisured  them, 
'  that  he  had  bound  hunseM*  by  oath  to  prfr< 
serve  their  liberties,  and  what  was  sworn  he 
would  observe.'    And  having  called  a  coancil 
he  forthwith  sent  his  letters  to  all  the  sheritlis  in 
tlie  kingdom,  tQ  make  enquiry  by  the  oaths  of 
ti  knights  or  legal  men,  in  every  ^^ounty,  what 
were  the  hberties  of  England  in  the  tin^  of 
king  Jienry  his  grandfather,  and  to  make  a  r%« 
turn  of  them  to  London  15  days  after  Easter. — ' 
The  next  year,  1524,  the  king  met  the  arcb^ 
bishops,  bishops,  earb,  barons,  .and,  says  M« 
Paris,  many  others,  summoned  lo  appear  at 
Northampton,  to  treat  about  the  affairs  of  the 
kinj^dom  :  The  king  being  wiUin^  to  take  th9 
advice  of  his  great  men,  concemmg  his  foreign 
dominions,  which  the  king  of  France  had  then 
in  his  possession.    But  tl»ir  neeodations  were 
ioterrapted  by  a  rebellion,  which,  at  that  time, 
broke  out  ver^  near  them.    One  Falcasius,  or 
Fauke  de  Brent,  had  seized  upon  Biraihrookef 
one  of  the/ king's  itioeUBnt  jostices,  for  setCms 
a  fine  upon  him  for  committing  much  spoil  ana 
rapine  m  the  country,  and  had  imprisoned  him 
in  his  castle  at  Bedford.    The  ting  and  his 
great  council  being  mucb  scandalized  at  fuch 
a  bold  proceeding,  ordered  the  castle  to  be  be^ 
sieged;  which  it  was,  and  taken,  and  S4  of 
the  garrison  haoged  up  on  the  walk  df  k;  tiie 
rebel  himself  found  means  to  fly  into  >^alcs  | 
but  by  the  iatercession  of  a  bishop  he  was  in^ 
troduced  to  the  king,  fell  down  at  his  feet  an^ 
implorad  lus  mercy;  ttiging  his  fbroKr  servicea 
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ftir  his  pardon.    Tlic  king,  bj  the  advice  of  his 
counci),  having  first  taken  from  him  his  castles, 
lands,  and  goods^  committed  him  to  the  custody 
of  the   bisliop  of  London  till  fiirther  orders. 
After  this,  tlie  assembly  granted  to  the  kintr, 
for  his  great  trouble  and  expences,  2s.  of  every 
plough-land;  and  the  king,  in  return,  granted 
the  barons  two  marks  sterling  of  every  knight's 
fee,  to  be  levied  on  their  tenants.; — In  1225, 
Henry  kept    his  Christmas  at  Westminster, 
where  it  appears  that  the  barOns,  &c.  were 
9umm<med.     Here  it  was,  that  in  a  very  full 
assembly,  of  both  cler^  and  laity,  Hugo  de 
Burgh,  the  king*$  justiciarv,  in  the  presence  of 
them  all,  declared,  '  the  damages  and  injuries 
the  king  sustained  in  his  dominions  beyond 
sea ;  wherein,  not  only  the  king,  but,  also,  se- 
veratl  earls  were  thrown  out  of  their  posses- 
sions.   That  seeing  many  were  concerned,  tlie 
assistance  ought   to    be   proportionable ;    he 
tbcre.^bre  required  their  counsel  and  aid,  tliat 
the  royalties  of  the  crown  and  their  antient 
mhts  might  be  recovered  ;  for  the  retrieving  of 
which,  he  thought,  the  15th  part  of  all  more- 
ahie%  both  of  ecclesiastics  and  laics,  would  be 
sufficient.'    This  being  moved  by  the  chiff  jus- 
tice, the  peers,  after  some  deliberation,  re- 
turned  this  answer  to  the  king,  *  that  they 
would  readily  satisfy  his  desires,  if  he-  would 
grant  to  them  their  long  desired  liberties/    To 
this   the  king  consented,   and    charters  were 
forthwith  writ,  sealed  with  the  king's  seal,  and 
one  directed  to  every  county  in  England.    To 
the  counties,  also,  where  there  were  forests, 
t'.vo   charters  were  directed;  one  concerning 
their  common  liberties,  and  the  other  the  li- 
berties of  the  forest,    llie  tenor  of  these  char- 
ters ore  the  very  same  with  those  of  king  John. 
A  month  after  Easter,  a  day  was  set  to  choose 
12  knights,  and  legal  men,   who   upon  oath 
should  distinguish  the  new  forests  fi-ora  the  old 
ones:  and  whatever  forests  were  found  to  be 
vade  after  the  coronation  of  Henry  U.  were 
forthwith  to  be  disafoi^sted.    The  council  be- 
ing ended,   charters   were   carried   to   every 
county;  and,  by  the  king's  command,  every 
one  sworn  to  observe  them.    The  way   and 
manner  of  kvying  this  15th  itras  directed  by 
the  king ;  and  because  it  is  very  particular  to 
know  how  15ths  wore  raised  in  UuDse  days,  dr. 
Brady  h|is  prated  the  record  of  it  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  nis  *  Complete  History.'    In  this 
pariiament,  also,  the  barons  granted  the  king 
die  wards  and  marriages  of  theiv  heirs ;  which 
proved  what  it  was  then  called,  by  those  who 
oad  a  view  iato  the  consequences  of  things, 
piiiium  malL-^The  same  year,-  in  the  month 
of  March,  another  assembly  of  the  great  men 
was  called ;  but  nothing  more  was  done  at  it 
than  the  trial  of  Falcasius,  the  rebel  above- 
, mentioned;  when  the  king,  with  the  consent 
and  advice  of  the  nobles,  condemned  him  to 
pcrpetnal  banishment. — Thus  iar  matters  ^ent 
Tery  even  betwi^it  tliis  king  and  his  barons; 
but  now,  Henry,  bemg  arrived  at  manhood, 
wanted  to  knock  off  the  shackles  which  w«rc 
imposed,  as  he  thought,  on  the  royal  preroga- 


tive, by  the  granting  of  the  Great  Charter,  &c. 
ndtwithstanding  he  had,  at  his  coronation^' 
ywom  to  keep  them  inviolably,  and  had  pub- 
lickly  confirmed  this  oath  at  several  times 
after.  To  this  purpose,  in  1227,  at  an  a^ 
sembly  of  the  peers,  called  to  meet  together 
Bt  Oxford,  the  king  told  them,  *  that  since  he 
was  now  arrived  at  a  lawfiil  age,  for  the  future 
he  would  be  released  from  the  government  of 
others,  and  take  the  reins  of  it  into  his  own 
hands.'  He  then  by  his  aathority  cancelled* 
Magna  Churta  and  Oharta  de  Foresta;  giving 
this  reason,  *  that  those  charters  of  liberties 
were  made  and  signed  when  he  was  not  his' 
own  master,  but  under  the  government  of 
others,  and  consequently  could  not  be  vaKd, 
because  he  was  not  bound  to  keep  what  he  was 
forced  to  promi^e.'  This  declaration,  says  M. 
Paris,  occasioned  great  murmuring  in  the  as- 
sembly; and  all  ascribed  tlii5  act  of  the  king's 
to  the  advice  of  his  prime  minister,  Hnbcrt  <te 
Burgh,  at  that  time  chief  justice  o(  England ; 
who,  adds  our  authority,  was  grown  so  much 
in  the  young  king's  favour,  that  no  adnce  but 
his  own  was  the  least  regarded.  At  the  same 
time,  it  was  told  the  churchmen,  *  that  the 
king  intended  to  maintain  their  liberties,  pro- 
vided diey  would  all  take  out  new  charters, 
esteeming  the  old  ones  as  no  ways  valid.'  And 
as  a  more  mortal  wound  to  the  clergy,  a  fine 
was  laid,  not  according  to  their  abilities,  but 
what  tfie  prime  minister  demanded,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  pay. 

In  1232  the  king  kept  his  Christmas  at 
Winchester,  and  upon  the  7th  of  March  fol- 
lowing; he  met  the  nobles,  as  well  prelates  as 
laics,  at  Westminster ;  to  whom  he  declared, 
*  that  his  late  expedition  abroad  had  involved 
him  in  very  great  debt,  by  which  he  was  now 
absolutely  obliged  to  require  a  general  aid.' 
To  this  demimd,  Kanulph  earl  of  Chester,  re- 
plied, in  tlie  name  of  the  noblemen,  *  that  the 
earls,  barons  and  knights  who  held  of  the  king, 
in  capite,  had  personally  served  him,  and  had 
been  at  great  expencc  to  no  purpose  ;  whereby 
they  were  reduced  to  poverty,  and  therefore  of 
right  they  owed  no  aid  to  the  king  at  that  time.* 
Then  the  lay-lords,  asking  leave,  departed.  The 
prelates,  kc.  answered  for  their  parts,  *  that 
many  bishops  and  abbots,  who  were  summoned, 
were  not  yet  come  up ;  and  therefore  desired" 
that  it  might  be  deferred,  and  a  day  appointed 
for  all  to  meet  together,  and  consult  what  ought 
to  be  done  in  that  business,"  The  kin*  agreed 
to  this,  and  the  meeting  was  fixed  to  be  15  days 
after  Easter. 

Some  time  after  this,  a  great  storm  was  raised 
against  Hubert  de  Burgh,  the  king's  prime  mi- 
nister, and  chief  justice  of  England :  he  was  ac- 
sused  of  several  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors, recounted  at  large  by  M.  Paris:  that  ho 
had  been  guilty  of  several  treasonable  practices, 
and  given  trcacherouji  advice  to  the  king,  much 
w  the  prejudice  of  both  him  and  the  kingdom  : 
that  be  had  procured  Wm.  earl  of  Salisbury, 
Wm.  Mareschal  earl  of  Pembroke,  Fnlcasius  de 
Brent,  and  Richard  afc(>.  of  Canterbury,  to  bti 
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poisoned;  and  that  be  had  gained  the  king's 
afil'ctions  by  sorcery  and  witchcraft.    He  was 
uccu^icdy  also,  of  injustice,  extortion,  and  tapine. 
All  which  extraordinary  crimes  were  utgcd  so 
home  against  tlie  favourite,  before  the  king:, 
that  he  caused  it  to  be  publicly  proclaimed  m 
London,that  whoever  haa  any  complaint  against 
Hubert  should  come  before  him,  and  justice 
should  be  done  to  the  oflended.--On  thie  14th 
^of  Sept.  the  king  summoned  the  bislH>ps  and 
other  prelates  of  the  church,  with  the  nobility 
of  the  kingdom,  to  meet  at  Lambeth ;  by  whom 
the  40th  part  of  all  moveables  belonging  to  all 
bisiiops,  abbots,  priors,  clerks  and  laymen,  was 
xrantod  to  the  king,  for  the  payment  oi  the 
-debt  which  he  owed  to  the  ear!  of  Britain.     At 
this  convention,  also,  Hubert  de  Burgh  was  re- 
quired to  give  in  his  answer  to  the  several  arti- 
cles preferred  against  him;  as  it  had  been  sti- 
pulated by  the  kmg.     But  Hubert,  says  M.  Pu- 
ns, fcarins  that  the  king  would  put  him  to  some 
sluuncful  death,  thought  fit  to  abscond  and  shot 
himself  up  in  a  sanctuary  amongst  the  canons 
tu  Merton,  in  Surrey;  waiting  for  a  time  to  give 
in  his  answer  when  the  king  was  in  a  better 
humour.    Henry,  enraged  at  this,  sent  to  the 
mayor  of  London  to  force  Hubert  from  his  sanc- 
tuary, and  bring  him  before  him  dead  or  alive. 
Tlie  Londoners,  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  be 
revenged  of  Hubert,  for  hanging  a  favourite  ci- 
tU^n  of  theirs,  mug  the  alarm-bell,  and  instant- 
ly near  20,000  of  the  meaner  sort  were  collect- 
ed togctlier,  to  whom  the  mayor  reiul  the  kind's 
letter,  and  desired  them  to  be  all  ready  in  tlie 
morning  to  perform  the  king's  commands.    But 
some  of  tlie  graver  sort  of  citizens,  dreading 
the  ill  coiisec^uence  of  raising  such  a  mob,  went 
to  the  bishop  of  Winchesters  house  in  South- 
M-ark,  and  desired  his  advice,  who  told  them 
phiinly,  tlmt  whatever  came  of  it  they  must  ex- 
ecute tlie  king's  precept.      Struck  with   this 
strange  episcopal  advice,  says  Matthew,  they 
retired ;   and  accordingly,   next  morning,  the 
same  number  of  citizens,  or  more,  appeared  in 
arms,  and,  with  colours  flying,  marched  towai-ds 
the  sacu^uary.     Hubert,  when  be  heard  of  this, 
gave  himself  up  for  lost,  and  throwing  hinLself 
on  hii  knees  before  tlie  higli  altar  of  the  churcli, 
recommended  both  his  soul  and  body  to  God. 
But  Rauulph  carl  of  Chester  had  liinted  to  the 
kijiL%  that  if  buch  tumultuous  proceedings  were 
counteiumccd,  a  sedition  might  be  raised,  that 
would  not  he  easily  appeased,  adding  that  it 
would  be  a  great  reproach  to  tlie  king  abroad, 
when  it  was  heard  that  he  thus  treated  those 
who  had  been  his  favourites.     The  king  was 
staggered  at  tliis,  and  immediately  dispatched 
two  messengers  with  letters  to  the  mayor  to  re- 
voke his  former  precept.    The  citizens  were 
ama2ed  at  these  counter  orders ;  but,  however, 
notwithstanding  tliey  missed  of  their  prey,  they 
all  went  quietly  back  to  their  own  homes.  These 
things  happened  whilst  the  aforesaid  conven- 
tion of  the  nobles  was  sitting  at  L-unbeth,  in 
order  to   have   Hubert  brotight  before  them. 
Hubert,  however,  ,'?scaped  tlie  l\iry  of  his  ene- 
mies iur  tlmt  time ;  and  having  soon  after  de- 


livered up  all  his  -immense  richer  to  the  king, 
it  so  softened  Henry's  heart,  that  if  he  did  not 
wholly  forgive  him,  yet  he  granted  him  all  liis 
lands  again ;  and  Hubert  only  remained  a  state 

f prisoner  in  the  castle  of  Devizes  for  some  time, 
u  the  place  of  Hubert  de  Burgh,  Henrv*  soon 
got  a  new  favourite,  ten  times  more  obnoxious 
to  the  barons  than  the  former.     This  was  Peter 
bishop  of  Winchester,  who  with  Peter  de  Ki- 
vall,  his  kinsman,  now  governed  the  king  and 
all  the  public  aifairs  ot'  the  kingdom,    lliese 
men,  being  foreigners,  invited  over  into  Eng- 
land soeral  Poictevins  and  Bretons,  to  tl^ 
number  of  2000  knights  and  servantSi  who  were 
placed  as  garrisons  in  several  castles;  and  to 
these  the  easy  king  committed  the  wardships  of 
the  nobility,  which  afterwards  much  degene- 
rated by  being  ignobly  matched  to  these  fo- 
reigners.    And  when   any  Englishman  com- 
plained of  their  burdens  and  oppressions  to 
the  king,  they  were  hindered  from  any.  redress 
by  the  powerful  influence   of  the   bishop  of 
Winchester.    By  these  means,  the  flame  that 
burnt  so  fiercely  in  his  father's  tune  was  again 
ligljted  up  in  the  kingdom ;  fnr  Henry,  having 
sent  out  his  letters,  says  Paris,  to  call  the  ba- 
rons together  to  a  council,  to  be  held  on  the 
feast  of  St.  John,  in  the  year  i233,  at  Oxford, 
the  barons   absolutely   rc*fused   to  obey   tlic 
king's  command,  by  reason  that  they  feared 
the   trofichery  of   the    foreigners,    who   then 
swarmed  at  court,  and  because  they  had  con- 
,  reived  a  jiist  indignation  against  tlie  king,  for 
preferring  tlie  Poictevins  to  his  own  natural 
subjects.    This  refusal  they  had  delivered  to 
tlie  king  in  a  very  solemn  manner ;  who,  be- 
ing much  exasperated  at  the  barons  for  this 
afl'ront  oflered  to  his  autliority,  took  advice  of 
liis  lawyers  how  he  should  compel   tliem  to 
obey.    The  king  wai  ndvised  to  summon  them 
a  2nd  and  a  3rd  time,  to  try  whether  they 
would  appear  or  i\ot     But  one  in  the  cotmcu 
being  so  bold  as  to  tell  him,  that  it  would  be 
to  no  purpose,  nor  would  the  baroiiS  ever  obey 
his  immdate,  or  he  enjoy  any  peace,  unless  he 
would  remove  Peter  bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
Peter  de  Rivall,  from  his  councils;  the  king 
sent  again  to  his  barons,  to  summon  thctn  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  10th  of  July  foU 
-louing,  and  thej^,  by  tlicir  advice,  he  promised 
to  imieud  wliiitsoevcr  was  amiss,  or  by  ri2}if 
oui;ht  to  be  amended.     But  uhen  tlie  barony 
haii  heard  that  the  king  only  sought  to  en- 
snare tliem;   that  he   had   acdialiy  got  over 
from  abroad  a  set  of  banditti,  or  rol>ben;,  with 
arms  and  horses  for  that  purpose ;  ihev  coul4 
sec  no  signs  of  concord,  and  again  relu.<ed  to 
come  to  liim;  sending  special  messengers  to' 
the  king,  with  tliis  positive  demand,  "  That  it' 
he  did  not,  without  more  delay,  dismiss  Peter 
bishop  of  Winchester,  witli  the  rest  of  the  Poic- 
tevins, from  his  court,  they  would  never  obey 
any  of  his  8ummon$;  but  instantly  drive  hiiij 
and  his  evil  counsellors  out  of  tlie  kinv;(luin,  and 
elect  a  iicw  king.'     Henry  wn<  auui/c),  and 
his  court,  tcmned,  at  tlie  haughrii'.ess  ;if  tliL^  ex^ 
traordia:iry  message ;  but  yet,  by  the  advice  of 
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the  bishop,  ht  sou^t  to  repel  force  b^y  force, 
seized  upon  several  manors  belonging  to  the 
barons  nearest  him,  declaring  the  rest  of 
them  traitors,  and  that  he  would  give  their 
estates  to  his  foreigners.  However,  the  year 
afler,  1234,  the  king  was  better  advised,  and 
the  bishops  and  barons  met  him  at  Westmin^ 
ster,  in  order  to  settle,  in  this  general  council, 
the  national  disturbances.  The  abp.  of  Can- 
terbury, with  the  rest  of  the  prelates,  went  to 
the  king  and  his  council,  and  told  him,  boldly 
and  openly,  *  That  if  he  would  not  consent  to 
the  conditions  the  lords  had  already  proposed 
tQ  him,  and  agree  with  his  iiuthful  subjects, 
that  he,  with  the  bishops,  would  immediately 
excommunicate  him  and  «ll  his  evil  counsol- 
lors.'  The  thunder  of  the  church  had  a  better 
eflfe<^t  on  the  king  than  the  threats  of  the  ba- 
rons; and,  say^  our  author,  he  humbly  and 
meekly  answered  the  prelates,  *  That  he 
Would  do  whatsoever  they  desired.*  Accord- 
ingly, in  a  few  days,  he  sent  Peter  bishop  of 
Winchester  to  his  see,  there  to  take  care  of  his 
flock,  and  never  more  to  meddle  with  state  af- 
fairs. Peter  de  Rivall  he  stript  of  all  his  cas- 
tles and  wealth,  which  he  had  unjustly  ac- 
quired; aflirming,  with  an  oath,  that  if  he  did 
not  instantly  go  into  holy  orders,  and  take  a 
benefice,  he  would  order  both  his  eyes  to*  be 
put  out.  Moreover,  he  banished  all  the  fo-^ 
reigners  from  his  court,  and  from  all  the  cas- 
tles they  were  possessed  of,  into  their  own 
country,  commanding  them  ne\'cr  to  see  (lis 
fece  again.  And  thus,  says  Paris,  the  king, 
having  dismissed  all  hb  evil  counsellors,  re- 
called to  their  obedience  his  natural  subjects ; 
and  hoped,  by  the  advice  of  tlie  prelates  afore- 
said, to  restore  his  harrassed  kingdom  to  peace 
and  tranquillity. 

In  123()  another  seleo^touncil  of  the  bishops 
and  peers  was  called  to  Merton,  where  the 
king*s  marriage  with  Eleanor,  2d  daughter  of 
Kaymond  earl  of  Provenc^,  was  notif^,  and 
some  foreign  affairs  transacted,  of  no  conse- 
quence to  our  design.  We  call  this  a  select 
meeting  of  the  peers,  because  we  are  told  tliat 
it  was  only  composed  of  the  abp.  of  Canter- 
bury, the  bishops  of  hii  own  province,  and  the 
major  part  of  the  earls  and  baron<.  It  was 
here,  however,  that  the  *  Statutes  of  Merton' 
^ere  made  and  enacted,  which  have  ever  since 
formed  a  part  of  the  statute  law  of  Endand. 

In  12:57,  whilst  the  king  and  his  whole  court 
kept  Chribtmas  at  Winchester,  the  royal  writs 
were  sent  out,  says  M.  Paris,  to  every  part  of 
•the  kingdom,  commanding  all  and  smgular 
.lirchbishops,  bishops*^,  abbots,  installed  pri- 
ors, earls,  and  barons,  to  appear,  v^ithout  de- 
lay, at  London,  on  a  day  appointed,  there  to 
treat  on  the  urgent  affairs  of  the  kingdom. 
Accordingly,  an  infinite  number  of  the  nobi- 
lity, nUds  our  autliority,  from  all  parts  of  the 
nation,  came  to  London,  imagining  some  mat- 
te! s  of  very  ffieat  moment  were  m  agitation. 
Li  Wtjctmrnbter-Uull  they  met,  in  order  to 
know  xIm'  kinu's  pl«:ai;ure ;  when  a  certain 
pCAb>t,  culled   William  de  Kelt,  a  domestic 


chaplain  of  the  lung,  a-man  v^ry  discreet,  and 
learned  in  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  one  who 
was  a  sort  of  mediator  betwixt  the  king  and 
peers,  stood  up  and  delivered  the  king's  will 
and  purpose  in  this  manner:  '  Our  lord  the 
king  commands  ttie  to  acquaint  you,  that  be 
will  entirely  submit  himself  to  your  advice, 
both  in  the  present  aflair  and  hereafter.  Ne- 
vertheless, he  must  inform  you,  that  the  jpeo- 
ple  he  entrusted  with  the  jnanagcment  ot  hi# 
treasury  have  eiven  in  false  accounts  of  the 
receipts.  The  King,  therefore,  finding  himself 
destitute  of  money,  withoUit  which  aiding  is  a 
cipher,  craves  help  of  you  to  supply  him.  In 
this  manner,  however,  that  what  money  you 
please  to  collect  may  be  made  use  of  for  the 
kingdom's  service,  in  a  way  that  some  of  you, 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  may  think  proper.' 
Not  one  of  this  assembly  expecting  such  a 
message,  it  was  received  with  great  discontent. 
T)^  lords  answered  with  great  indication, 
*  that  he  had  promised  and  broke  his  word 
many  and  many  a  time  with  them ;  asserting^ 
that  it  was  derogatory  to  their  honour  to  sufi& 
a  king  so  easily  seduced,  who  never  either  re- 
pulsed any.  Or  the  meanest  of  the  nation's  ene- 
mies, or  even  alarmed  them;  who'  was  so  far 
from  enlarging  the  bounds  of  his  kinffdom, 
that  he  raUier  streightencd  and  subjected  it  to 
foreigners,  to  extort  from  them,  by  the  same 
arguments,  at  so  many  different  times,9so 
much  money,  to  the  great  detriment  of  his 
own  subjects,  and  the  benefit  of  strabgers.' 
The  king,  finding  his  nobles  in  this  temper, 
sought  to  soften  them,  lest  the  discontent 
should  prove  more  general,  hj  promising  unon 
his  oatn,  '  never  more  to  injure  or  molest 
them,  provided  they  would  kindly  grant  him, 
for  his  present  use,  the  80th  part  of  all  move- 
ables throughout  the  realm.  He  said  that  he 
had  sent  a  great  deal  of  money  to  the  empe- 
ror, the  most  of  it  out  of  his  own  treasury,  for 
the  marriage  of  his  sister.'  To  this  it  was 
loudly  answered,  '  tliat  he  did  all  those  things 
without  the  advice  or  consent  of  his  subjects; 
nor  was  it  necessary  that  they  should  paitake 
of  the  puniijhment  who  were  no  ways  .guilty  of 
the  cnuje.'  'l*he  lords,  after  tliis,  withdrew 
themselves  into  a  private  place,  that  they  might 
be  more  at  liberty  to  consult  together  on  the 
exigency  of  this  affair,  and  the  king's  demand. 
Whilst  the  lords  were  making  this  secession, 
Gilbert  Basset,  not  careful  enough  of  his 
words,  adds  our  author,  said  openly  to  the 
king,  *  Mv  lord  the  king,  send  some  of  you^ 
own  frienSs  to  go  along  with  the  barons  to 
their  consultation.'  He  sat  whilst  he  said  this 
very  near  the  king.  On  the  other  {land,  Rd. 
de  Percy,  much  moved  with  this  saying,  stood 
up  and  answered  him,  '  What  is  it,  Iriend 
Gilbert,  that  you  say?  Do  vou  take  us  for  fo- 
reigners, and  not  tlie  king^s  friends?'  Basset 
was  reproved  for  his  rash  and  indiscreet  ad- 
vice :  nevertheless,  by  these  debates,  this  meet- 
ing was  prolonged  four  days. — At  length  the 
king  again  confirmed  to  al^  his  subjects  their 
Magna  Charta^  and  swore  to  keep  it  ioviol^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


arj 


PABL.  HKTORY.-^HxsRT  ID.  1«4». 


t« 


j^W;  and  because,  says  M.  Pari^  he  did  not 
thio^  hraiseU' quite  free  from  a  beiitence  of  ex- 
'Gommunicauon,  which  LangtoQ,  then  abp.  of 
Camcrburv,  with  the  rest  of  the  bishops,  had 
^leoottiv^  against  all  violator  ot  that  charter 
when  it  wa^  made;  he  therefore  declared, 
^  th^  if  he  went  about  to  break  tliis  promise, 
by  any  new  mischievous  design,  he  should 
thin\L  himself  under  the  full  weight  of  the 
church's  sentence/  By  this  declaration,  adds 
lie,  the  hearts  of  the  whole  audience  were  in 
a  moment  changed  to  the  kii^s  side;  and, 
kftving  appointed  the  earl  of  Warren,  Wm. 
^errors,  and  John  Fitz-Gcofiry,  to  be  of  couur 
cil  to  hyn,  he  made  them  swear,  *  that  by  no 
gifts  or  reward  they  would  be  dmwn  from  thje 
truth;  but  that  they  should  at  ail  times  give 
him  such  wholesome  counsel  as  was  only  con- 
ducive to  th^  good  of  himself  and  kingdom/ 
AAer  which,  Sn/s  king's  demand  was  granted, 
^nd  the  36th  part  of  all  moveables  ^as  le- 
vied through  the  realm.  The  mani^er  how 
this  tax  was  gathered,  by  officers  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  may  be  seen  at  large  in  M. 
Pans. 

The  14th  of  Sept.  in  this  year  was  appointed 
by  the  kin^  and  the  pope's  legate,  Ottoboni, 
ior  a  meetmg  of  the  peers  at  York,  to  treat 
upon  some  ereat  a^airs  that  concerned  the 
kingdom.  Ine  king  of  Scots  met  them  there, 
to  make  an  end  of  the  difference  depending  be- 
tween Henry  and  him.  Afber  much  consulta- 
tion and  debate,  it  was  aereed  that  tlic  king  of 
Scots  should  have  3001.  lands  by  the  year  in 
England,  for  which  he  sliould  do  homage  to 
Henry,  but  should  not  build  any  castles  upon 
it,  and  was  to  quit  all  pretences  to  an^  fartlier 
claim. — ^Ilenry,  having;  quickly  got  rid  of  his 
last  supply,  m*as  obliged  to  use  tlie  same 
means  to  gain  another.  In  the  same  year, 
another  assembly  of  the  peers  was  called  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  where  the  king  laid  be- 
fore them  Ids  grievances,  asserting  by  oath, 
that  his  money  was  all  gone,  and  that  ne  was 
scarcely  worUb  a  groat,  and  tlierefore  de- 
manded the  same  supply  as  the  former.  After 
some  disputes  and  much  murmuring,  this  de- 
mand also,  being  the  30th  part  of  all  move- 
ables, was  granted. 

We  meet  with  no  other  convention  of  the 
cstatjBS  till  1242,  when  by  the  king's  writ  they 
were  all,  as  before,  summoned  to  appear  at 
lAudon,  on  the  Wednesday  betbre  Candlemas 
Day.  The  old  animosities  were  here  raised 
again;  the  barons  engaged  one  another  by 
CMith,  not  to  consent  to  give  any  money  at  all ; 
and  when  the  king  demanded  it,  they  an- 
swered him  with  great  bitterness,  *  that  such 
were  his  councils,,  and  such  his  insolent  man- 
ner of  asking,  that  they  would  not  do  it ;  that 
he  had  fleeced  and  impoverished  his  subiL^:ts 
so  i^ery  often,  drawing  hb  exactions  into  con* 
sequences,  as  if  they  were  the  meanest  slaves; 
and  all  this  money  which  he  had  cxturtod  had 
been  wasted  scandalously;  therefore  th^^y  flat- 
ly told  the  kine  to  his  h\cc^  tbnt  they  would 
iM>t  be  90  robbed  and  pkndered  any  more' 

Vol.  I. 


The  king,  savs  Paris,  well  versc4  in  Romish 
tricks  and  illusions,  commanded  them  that 
they  should  wait  to  know  liis  pleasure,  on  the 
morrow,  on  this  and  other  matters ;  but  in  the 
mean  tiin<^  adds,  that  he  drew  them  one  by 
one  into  his  closet  secretly,  in  the  manner  that 
penitents  go  to  confession  to  their  priest;  and 
there,  what  he  could  not  do  with  them  altoge- 
ther, he  strove  to  gain  by  fair  speeches  to  then^ 
singlv;  promising,  among  the  clergy,  this  man 
an  abbey,  another  a  priory,  and  so  on,  till  he 
found  he  could  luake  nothing  at  all  of  them, 
for  not  ope  of  them  would  recede  &om  th^ 
common  answer  which  they  had  sworn  to  stid^ 
to.  Ilenry,  growing  angry  at  their  obstinacy, 
said,  *  what,  would  you  have  me  perjured?  I 
have  si^om  by  the  biassed  sacrament  to  carry 
my  arms  against  tlie  king  of  France,  in  order 
to  reclaim  my  just  ri^ts;  and  without  you 
grant  n^e  ^  ample  supply,  I  am  not  able  t^ 
perform  it/  Yet  neither  by  these,  or  any 
o^cr  words,  could  he  gam  uppn  them,  not- 
withstan^ling  the  politic  method  be  took  to 
bring  them  over  to  his  interest.— He  then 
thought  proper  to  call  before  him  those  of  the 
barons  that  were  his  own  officers  at  court,  and 
spoke  to  them  in  this  manner:  *  What  a  per- 
nicious exan^le  have  you  set  to  others?  \ou^ 
who  are  carls,  and  barons,  and  mighty  men  at 
arms,  oufbt  you,  though  others  are  mtimidated, 
to  tremble  like  a  set  of  bishops  and  priests? 
You  oii^ht  to  be  piore  eager  to  defend  th^ 
rights  Qt  tlie  crown,  and  by  deeds  of  arms  op- 
pose yourselves  against  all  its  enemies.  I  called 
this  assembly  to  strengthen  and  defend  my 
rights,  with  a  sure  expectancy,  that  they  would 
suHfer  my  affairs  to  go  on  prosperously,  after 
the  example  of  Wales,  where  of  late  ^e  so 
happily  triumphed.  And  with  what  face  can 
you  leave  mc,  your  sovereign  lord,  with  the 
heavy  burthen  of  state  upon  me,  so  poor  and 
desolate;  especially  when  you  know  my  pro- 
mise to  go  abroad,  and  that  I  have  ^swora 
strictly  to  perform  it/  When  the  purport  of  this 

\  speech  was  made  known  to  the  whole  assembly, 
they  returned  the  king  this  answer:  *  Yonr  ma- 
jesty gives  us  great  occasion  to  wonder  into 
what  gulph  you  have  thrown  that  vast  quantity 
of  money  winch,  by  various  and.  cruel  extor- 
tions, you  have  raised,  as  well  from  churches 
kept  vacant,  as  from  the  lands  of  the  nobiUty, 

j  creating  horror  in  tlie  minds  of  the  hearers. 
Besides,  you  have  called  over  certain  l^ates, 

!  or  those  that  did  the  office  of  legates,  into  this 

\  kingdom,  that,  like  gleaners  after  the  vintage, 
have  plucked  from  us  all  the  money  we  had 
left.    It  is  therefore  less  to  be  wondered  at,^ 

.  that  wthout  the  consent,  or  even  advice,  of 
the  nohility  of  England,  you  have  involved 

>  yourself  in  Mich  difficult  and  dangerous  negoti- 

,  Htions;  staking  your  faith  to  those  that  have 
none ;  and,  despising  tlie  favour  or  esteem  of 
your  own  subjects,  you   have  brought  yonr- 

j  'self  into  a  very  doubtftil  state  of  fortune, 
llie  league  that 'was  made  betwixt  the  king  of 

I  France  and  you,  and  which  you  swore  rrom  your 
soul  to  keep  inviolably  to  the  end,  being  trans- 

!       c 
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ftcted  also  by  ycrar  most  noble  brotber,  earl 
Richard,  and  earl  Roger  Bygot  on  your  part, 
YOU  liave  most  dishonestly  and  scandalously 
broke.' — ^Thesc^  with  some  other  matters,  be- 
ing urged  home  to  tlie  king,  he  fell  into  a  very 
great  rase,  and  swore  bitterly,  *  that  he  would 
not  be  mndered  of  ha  design  by  any  thing 
they  could  say  or  do;  but  that  he  intended  to 
begin  the  war  in  France  in  a  very  short  space 
of  time,  let  the  consequence  be  wW  it  woiiM/ 
And  thus,  says  our  audiority,  this  oaunctl  was 
dissolved,  with  very  great  heartbomtngs  on 
both  sides.  However,  lest  this  answer  of  the 
barons  to  the  king  should  be  forgot  or  miscon- 
strued, it  was  thought  proper  to  reduce  it  into 
writini;,  whieh,  being  m  the  nature  of  a  Pro- 
test, is  the  first  of  the  kind  we  meet  with.  It 
is  in  these  words : — 

*  Since,  by  the  kfife's  command,  the  lord 
archbishop  of  York,  we  rest  of  the  bishops, 
abbots,  and  priors  in  Entland,  by  them- 
selves or  proxies ;  also  all  the  earls,  and 
most  of  the  barons  of  England,  have  met  at 
Westminster,  on  the  Wednesday  before  the 
Purification  of  the  Blessed  Mary,  in  the  year 
of  our  lord  1949,  and  in  the  26th  of  the  reign 
lof  Henry  HI.  to  hear  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
the  king,  for  which  he  summoned  them.  And 
the  said  lord  the  king,  sending  unto  them  the 
said  abp.  with  the  noble  loni  earl  Richard, 
and  master  Walter  of  York,  provost  of  Bever- 
ley, as  his  solemn  messen^rs,  to  notify  to 
them  the  king's  mind  and  business,  and  to  ask 
the  advice  and  assbtance  of  the  lords,  in  sus- 
taining his  hereditary  dominions  beyond  the 
sea,  that  regard  his  kingdom  of  England; 
therefore  die  said  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  earls, 
and  barons,  taking  the  king's  message  into 
their  serious  consideratioii^  returned  the  king, 
by  the  same  lords,  this  axilvice,  viz.  that  the 
kii^  should  wait  until  the  truce  betwixt  him 
ana  the  French  king  was  expired;  and  if  the 
said  king  of  France  should  chance  to  enter- 
prize  any  tiling  against  the  form  luid  tenure  of 
<be  said  truce,  that  then  the  said  king  of  Eng- 
land should  send  unto  liim  solemn  messengers, 
to  ask  advice,  and  to  put  the  said  French  king 
upon  holding  the  said  truce,  and  forbearing 
those  entei^rizes,  if  they  were  made  by  htm 
or  by  his  subjects.  That  if  the  said  French 
king  refused  to  do  this,  that  then  they  freely, 
to  this  advice,  would  lend  all  their  aid  and  as- 
sistance; which  they  aH  unanimously  con- 
sented to.  Dkewise,  that  since  he  had  been 
tlieir  itovereign  lord,  they  hod  many  times 
granted  him  supplies;  first,  the  30th  part  of 
s\ll  moveables,  itfler  that  Uie  50th,  and  then 
the  60th;  a  40th  part  on  all  carucats  and  hides 
of  land ;  many  scutages,  and  one  very  great 
scutage,.  for  the  marriage  of  his  sister  to  the 
emperor.  Aflcr  all  this,  trnly,  4  years  were 
scarce  elapsed,  but  he  again  sought  another 
aid ;  aud  at  last,  after  much  entreaty,  a  80th 
was  also  granted  him;  with  this  condition, 
however,  which  he  ratified  by  charter,  tlmt 
ncith  T  thi%  nor  any  former  exactions,  should 
stand  .1?  prc'^H'dents  for  ofhrrs.  Bi*sidrs  this, 
the  kliig  tlicii  grunted  to  them;  that  all  liber-  i 


ties  contained  hi  Magna  Charts  should  in  m. 
more  ample  manner  be  held  through  his  kin^ 
dom;  lutd  to  that  end  gave  them  a  smmUer 
dmrter,  in  which  it  is  so  included.  Add  to 
this,  that  our  said'  lord  the  kins,  of  his  own 
free  wiil,  and  by  the  advice  of  nis  whole  as- 
sembly of  barOid,  granted  to  them,  that  all  th« 
money  rising  from  this  SOth  paort  should  be 
laid  up  s^ely  in  the  king's  castles,  under  the 
guardianship  of  4  Engligh  noblemen,  the  earl^ 
Warren,  and  odiers,  by  whose  direction  and 
advice  the  said  money  ^ould  be  disbursed,  for 
the  service  of  the  king  and  kingdom,  whenever 
it  was  necessary.  And- because  the  barons 
never  knew  nor  heard  that  the  said  money 
was  expended  by  the  advise  aud  consent  of  thiit 
aforesaid  lordb,  they  do  verily  believe  that  the 
king  is  itill  possessed  of  that  money,  and  there** 
fore  cannot  now  hove  occasion  for  more. 
They  are  likewise  well  acquainted,  that  since 
that  tftne  he  has  liadso  many  escheats,  as  that 
of  the  archbishoprick  of  Canterbury,  and  other 
ric}i  bishopricks  of  England,  as  well  as  of  the 
4ands  of  the  deceased  earls,  barons,  and 
knights,  who  held  of  him;  that  even  by  these 
very  escheats  he  ought  to  have  a  lai^e  sum  of 
money  by  him,  if  it  ufas  properiy  taken  care  ot, 
Besides,  from  the  time  ot  giving  that  SOth 
part,  1^  itinerant  justices  have  not  ceased  to 
make  their  circuits  through  all  parts  of  £n^ 
land,  as  well  with  pleas  of  forest,  and  with  aA 
other  pleas;  so  that  every  county,  hundred, 
city,  town,  and  almost  every  village  in  Eng- 
land has  been  grievously  amerced;  and  by 
these  circuits  alone  great  smns  of  money  have 
been  collected  for  the  king's  use.  From  all 
which  they  can  well  aver,  that  the  kingdom  is  . 
so  burthened  ai>d  impoverished,  that  they  have 
little  or  nothing  left  for  themselves.  And  be- 
cause that  our  lord  the  king,  after  the  grant  of 
the  last  30rh  part,  never  kept  to  his  charter, 
therefore  it  more  than  usually  troubled  thenr;  > 
and  since,  by  another  charter,,  he  granted  that 
these  exactions  should  not  be  made  prece- 
dents ;  therefore  they  positively  made  ansv^cr 
to  their  said  lord  tlie  king,  tliat  they  would 
not,  for  the  present,  grant  him  any  aid.  New 
vertheless,  as  they  acknowledged  him  to  be 
their  sovereign  lord,  they  should  be  willing  to 
give  him  the  best  advice  in  their  power,  if  he 
would  carry  hiaiisclf  well  towards  them  to  the 
end  of  tlie  suid  truccp.' 

When  the  lords  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose had  waited  upon  the  king  with  this 
answer  to  his  demand,  they  returned  to  the* 
assembly,  and  told  them,  '  that  die  king  de- 
sired to'  know  of  tliem,  whdt  they  proposed 
to  do  if  the  French  king  should  break 
the  truce  before  the  expiration  of  it?  They 
promised  also,  on  tlie  king*s  part,  that  if 
he  h*d  injured  any  partioiriar  baron;  that  he 
would  make  reparation,  as  tlie  lord  Peter  of 
Savoy,  Mild  others  of  his  council,  should  think 
fit  to*  advise.'  To  this  the  lords  replied,  *  that 
if  the  khifr  of  France  should  break  the  truc(*, 
and  wtmid  not,  forbear  his  onterprize^,  then 
MiHr  counsel  was  rhe  j»nme  they  had  vr^^i^  tt# 
be  done  at  the  tnd  uf  llxc  truce,  provided  thej 
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vtre  sadtfiedW  the  truth  of  these  ikcts.  As 
to  that  which  related  to  partkolar  injuries  re- 
ceived ftom  the  kingy  they  would  not  at  that 
iiiiie  enter  into  plMidingB  with  him  about 
thean.  That  on  the  |p-antof  the  last  30th,  the 
aame  thing  was  promised  on  the  king's  part, 
as  well  and  faithfully,  by  Wm.  de  Kele;  and 
bow  well  the  king  lid  kept  his  promises,  he 
himself  best  knew/ 

In  the  year  1^^  Henry  summoned  anolher 
assembly  of  the  ^reat  men  to  meet  at  West- 
punster;  and,  sitting  in  state  amongst  them, 
in  the  rectory  of  tne  abbey,  there,  says  M. 
Parts,  <  with  his  own  mouth  asked  a  pecuniary 
aid  irom  them.'    The  king's  private  intention 
was  to.  reduce  the  king  of  Scots;  bat  he  open- 
ly pretended  that,    having  bv  their  advice 
passed  into  Gascony  the  year  before,  by  that 
undertaking  he  had  contracted  great  debts, 
firom  which  he  desired  them  to  relieve  him. 
The  barons  answered,  '  that  they  would  con- 
sult abput  his  proposal.'  ^The   archbishops, 
bishops,  abbots,  and  priors,  withdrew  by  them- 
selves to  treat  of  this  affiur;  and  then  they 
asked  the  earls  and  barons  to  consent  to  what 
they  had  resolved  upon;  who  answered,  that 
they  could  do  nothing  without  the  whole  com- 
nmnity.     It  was  then  agreed  to  by  all,  that 
firom  the  deny  should  be  chosen    this  com- 
mittee, the  abp.  elect,  fionifaco,  of  Canter- 
bury, the  bishops  of  Wiachcstcr,  Lincoln,  and 
Worcester:  on  the  part  of  diccarl.%  were  £arl 
Richard,  the  king's  brother,  «ari  Bygdt,  the 
eari  of  Letcesteiv  Simon   Montfort,   luui  die 
earl  mareschal :  onthebaronsf  part,  Richard  dc 
Moa6tchet,  John  de  Bniiiol,  with  the  abbots 
of  Ramsey  and  Bury.    What  these  12  should 
do  was  to  be  cammamcated  to  the  whole,  that 
nothing  might  be  afiered  to  the  king  which 
bad  not  the  common  assent — ^Now^  because 
the  charter  of  liberties,  which  the  king  grant- 
ed some  time  ago,  and  (or  which  l^mund, 
the  abp.  of  Canterbury*  on  behalf  of  the  king, 
had  sworn  to  observe,  was  Jn  no  wise  kept; 
and  because  the  aids  that  had  so  often  been 
given  before  were  not  used  to  the  advantage 
of  the  kiitt  and  kingdom ;   and  likewise,  by 
default  01  the  chancellor,  writs  were  grant- 
ed and  issued,  contrary  to  justice;  therefore  it 
was  desired,  *  that  such  a  chancellor  and  such 
a  jostice  m^t  be  chosen,  as  would  fix  the 
state  of  the  Icingdom  on'  its  old  basis.'    The 
king,  lest  he  should  seem  to  do  any  thing  new 
by  compulsion,  would  not  grant  the  petition 
of  the  nobles ;  but  promised,  <  that  he  would 
amend  what  be  haa  heard  was  amiss.*    Upon 
this  the  assembly  was  adjourned  fbr^  weeks; 
and  if,  in  the  mean  time,  the  king  should,  of 
hb  own  accord,  choose  such  counsellors  that 
would  manage  the  laws  and  rights  of  the  kin^ 
dom  to  the  aatisfiiction  of  the  nobles,  then 
thev  desttoed  to  give  him  an  aid ;  yet  so,  that 
it  swmld  be  expended  to  the  advantage  of  the 
kingdom,  by  the  advice  of  the  committee  of 
Vihefoas  meotioned. — ^Wl&en  the  king  saw 
that  he  could  do  nothing  with  them  altogerfaer,' 
be  tried  tbed^ify  apart  again;aud>  having  got 


the  pope's  letter  to  them,  in  which  he  recjuired, 
admonished,  and  exhorted  thrm  to  give  tiie 
king  a  liberal  donation  of  money;  their  an- 
swer was,  •'  that  they  were  t^ngaged,  and  could 
do  nothing  without  the  common  consent  of  tha 
estates  concerned  with  them.' — The  ^at  mea 
and  prelates  met  at  London,  according  to  the 
time  of  adjournment,  to  treat  about  the  d^ 
mand  of  an  aid  ;'whcre  the  king  again  renewed 
to  them,  and  promised  entirety  to  keep,  tJie 
charter  of  liberties  which  he  had  sworn  to  ut 
his  coronation;  and  gave  the  bishops  Wvc, 
in  their  respective  dioces<>s,  to  excommuiiicute 
himself  and  all  others  that  should  act  contrary 
to  its  intent  in  any  article.  Yet,  for  all  this, 
he  could  only  obtam  SOs.  of  every  knight's  fee, 
of  those  uiio  held  of  the  kina  in  capites  co- 
wards the  marriage  of  liis  ddest  daughter; 
half  to  bo  paid  at  Piaster,  and  the  other  half 
at  Michaeunas  following.  —  Henry  met  witli 
somewhat  worse  treatment  from  another  as- 
sembly of  his  barons,  called  also  in  this  y^ar, 
when  the  king,  says  Paris,  with  great  eamest>- 
ness,  not  to  say  impudence,  demanded  a  pe- 
cuniarv  aid  of  thoM;  whom,  adds  the  author, 
he  had  so  oflen  injured,  in  this  manner,  and 
laughed  at  them  for  it.  But  this  wc  find,  wui 
as  n\solutely  denied,  with  one  accord,  b)  tiie 
barons,  even  to  his  face. 

In  a  paHiament  held  at  London  in  V246, 
some  severe  laws  were  made  against  sucli  a« 
robbed  parks  or  warrens.  If  the  mnldUctor 
iled,  and  was  killed  in  tha  puMuit,  then?  whs 
neither  law  Aor  appeal  allowed  for  \m  dcuth. 
If  any  earl,  baron,  or  knight  complained  to 
the  king  chat  his  deer  were  stolen,  an  inouisi- 
don  was  made  by  the  king's  writ ;  and,  if  he 
that  was  indicted  was  convicted  of  the  nmuv, 
he  was  to  lie  in  the  king's  prison  a  year  and  a 
day ;  and  to  pay  three  years  value  of  his  estate^ 
having  just  suthcient  allow/^d  out  of  it  to  main- 
tain huas ;  afler  which  the  king  was  to  have 
two  parts,  and  he  diat  received  the  injury  one ; 
then  the  convict  was  to  Hnd  12  suredes  that  he 
should  never  do  the  like  again,  i^  parks,  war- 
rens, nor  forests,  nor  do  any  other  thing  against 
the  king's  peace ;  of  all  which  his  suredes  M«re 
to  answer  for  his  body  and  transgressions. 
Also,  if  any  one  was  taken  in  a  park,  or  war- 
ren, without  the  king's  writ  of  inquisidon,  he 
was  to  be  imprisoned,  fined,  and  to  give  sure- 
ties as  before.^ — But,  in  the  same  jtear,  *  a 
most  general  parliament,^  (says  M.  Paris)  of  the 
whole  kingdom  met  at  London,  accordine  to 
summons,  relative  to  an  ^ecclesiastical  afl&ur  of 
the  utmost  consequence  to  the  nation.  It 
seems  Jthe  pope  had  been*stron^ly  solicited  by 
the  king  to  remove  several  gnevances  whicii 
were  greaUy  complaiaed  of,  and  which  he  had 
promued  to  reform.  The  substance  of  these 
grievances  were — *  1.  That  the  Pope,  not  con- 
tent with  the  payment  of  PeternPence,  op- 
pressed the  kingdom,  by  extorting  from  the 
clergy  great  contributions,  without  the  king's 
consent ;  against  the  ancient  customs,  Hbertii^ 
and  rights  thereof;  and  against  the  appeal  of 
the  proctors  of  the  kingdom,  in  a  general  couat 
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cil  at  Lyttns. — 2,   Tht  church  and  kingdom 
were  greatly  injured  in  that  the   patrons  of 
churches  could  not  present  lit  persons  to  them, 
because  they  were  given  by  the  Pope's  letters 
to  Italians,  who  understood  not  the  English 
language,  elnd  carried  all  the  money  otit  of  the 
kingdom^  to  the  great  impoverishment  of  it. — ^3. 
T!ie  nation  was  oppressed  by  the  Pope's  ex- 
action of  pensions  rrom  churches,  and  by  Ita- 
lians succeeding  Italians.— 4.  The  £ngli:>h  were 
forced  to  prosecute  their  rights,  out  of  the 
kingdom,  against  the  customs  and  written  laws 
thereof;  and  against  the  indulgences  granted 
by  the  Pope's  predecessors  to  the  king  and 
kmgdom  of  Ensland. — 5.    The  cliurch  and 
kingdom  infinitely  suffered  by  reason  of  the 
clause  of  rum  obstante,  which  weakened  and 
enervated  all  oaths,  antient  customs,  written 
laws,  grants,  statutes,  and  privileges.    And,  6. 
That  in  the  parishes  where  the  Italians  were  be- 
neficed there  were  no  alms,  no  hospitality,  no 
preaching,  no  divine  service,  no  care  of  souls^ 
nor  any  reparations  done  to'  the  parsonage- 
houses. — The  king,  in  consideration  of  these 
papal  usurpations,  hod  summoned  this  jparlia- 
nient ;  ana  at  the  meeting  conferred  with  the 
bishops  apart,  the  earb  and  barons  apart,  and 
the  abbots  and  priors  apart,  in  order  to  find 
out  then*  sentiments  and  tfie  properest  way  to 
get  these  grievances  removecf.    The  result  of 
all  was  to  try  the  mildest  way  with  the  holy 
father ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  king  shoulcl 
write  singly  to  him,  the  bishops  by  themselves, 
the    earls    and   biirons    by  themselves:,    and 
the  abbots  and  priors  bv  themselves.      All 
which  letters  are  preservea  by  M.  Paris,  and 
by  their  humble  and  submissive  stild,  evidently 
shew  that  the  fear  of  the  vjitican   thunder, 
bulb,  and  interdicts,  was  terrible  in  those  days. 
Notwithstanding     these    reasonable  '  remon» 
strances  to  the  see  of  Rome,  we  do  not  find 
that  they  produced  any  eifect,  for  the  griev- 
ances complained  of  continued,  througn  the 
course  of  this  whole  reign. 

In  1248,  another  assembly  of  the  nobles  was 
called,  by  the  king's  writ,  to  meet  at  London, 
in  order,  says  our  author,  to  treat  of  the  affairs 
of  the  kingaom,  at  that  time  sadly  disturbed 
and  much  impoverished.  The  old  demand, 
the  want  of  money,  was  again  urged,  and  the 
same  murmurings  began  on  the  part  of  the 
barons  against  it.  They  said,  *  They  admired 
the  king  did  not  bkish  at  making  such  a*de- 
mand  oT  them ;  beoause  he  had  given  them  his 
charter,  when  the  last  demand  was  granted,  to 
vrhich  the  lords  scim^lry  consented,  that  he 
would  not  again  load  his  subjects  with  such 
cxacrioas :  that  he  was  greatly  to  blame  for 
his  indiscreet  calling  over  of  foreigners,  on 
whonx  all  the  good  things  of  the  kingdom  were 
Ifcandalously  and  prodieally  wasted ;  that  even 
the  daughters  of  the  nobility  were  by  his  means 
ijxiarried  to  ignoble  strangers,  without  their  mu-^ 
tiud  consent^  which  is  the  cement  of  matri* 
moAy ;  and  hiB  own  natural  bom  subjects  set 
aside  and  despised.  He  was  blamed,  also, 
•ays  M.  ]^itf>  that   whatever  in  eutabies. 


drinkaWes,  or  iven  -f  Us  r6b*8,  hot  frtHticti* 
hiriy  in  wines,  that  he  used,  his  custom  was  to 
take  them  by  force  fh>m  the  lawftil  owfiers 
and  venders  of  them ;  by  thesfc  means  sreatfy 
injuring  his  own  subjects,  as  well  as  fone^n 
merdiantd  wlio  brought  goods  into  this  king- 
dom.   That  the  nation  was  scandalised  iatd. 
impoverished,  the  merchants  got  nothing  firom 
the  king  but  law-suits,  or  some  mean  trifle  in 
return,  whence  thousands  of  terrible  curses  are 
called  do>vn  on  him,  to  the  danger  and  dis- 
grace of  the  whole  kingdom.    Moreover,  that,, 
in  order  to  get  greater  gifts  and  premiui]ns  froni 
these  merchants,  he  had  seized  upon  their  wax, 
silks,  and  other  merchandize,  in  order  to  make 
them  pay  for  the  return ;  to  the  (t^s'ionoiir  of 
himseu  and  the  whole  kingdom ;  a^  not  with-: 
out  grievous  otfence  to  Ged.     That  in  all 
these  things  he  so  tyranifed,  and  studied  to  be 
cruel,  that  even  the  poor  fishermen  on  the^e^K 
coasts,  who  take  herrings,  or  other  fish,  were 
not  permitted  to  depose  of  then^  according  as 
they  liked,  nor  dare  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  on  the  sea-coasts  purchase  them,  but 
the  poor  men  thought  it  safer  to  put  to  se% 
with  them,  even  in  stormy  weather,  in  order 
to  dispose  of  them  in  foreign  markets.    That 
these  miserable  traders  were  so  cruelly  tinted, 
by  the  king's  collectors,  thajt  punishment  was 
added  to  loss,  for  after  receiving  injury  upon 
injury  in  their  proper  persons,  tlieir  carts  and 
horses  were  taken  away  from  them,  and  driven 
into  secret  places.    That  he  kept  in  his  hand^ 
several  rich  bishopricks  and  abbacies,  founded 
by  their  pious  and  noble  progenitora,  and  mndtf 
himself  both  guardian  and  governor  of  them,. 
to  their  utter  destruction ;  contrary  to  tJie  so-* 
lemn  oath  which  he,  princi|)ally,  stvore  at  hi« 
coronation.     Lastly,  tne  king  was  very  mudi 
blamed,  by  all  and  singular  the  complainams^ 
that  he  had  neither  cluef  justice,  cnaRcellor^ 
nor '  treasurer  in  his  council,  as  he  ought  tOt 
have,  and  as  his  mo^  noble  predecessors  bad 
before  him ;  but  those  ofticers  lie  had  wore  aU 
lowed  to  do  their  own  will  and  pleasure,  provided 
he  gained  thereby ;  not  promoting  the  publid 
good,  but  seeking,  only,  their  own  preftmentv 
being  suffered  to  get  as  much  money  as  they 
could,  provided  his  customs  and  rents  were  ha% 
first  paid.' — ^The  khig,  when  he  heard  aU  this„ 
was  much  confounded  within  himself,    and 
ashamed,  says  M.  Purls,  because  he  knew  it 
all  to  be  very  true.    He  promised,  therefore^ 
'  That,  certainly  and  trufy,  all  these  foulta 
should  be  amended ;'  hotping  by  this  humility, 
though  it  was  feiened,  to  bend  their  hearts  to^ 
the  grunting  his  demand  more  easily.    But  the 
barons,  more  exasperated  at  this  seeming  com* 
plaisance,  answered  again^  <  AU  this  «ml  be 
made  manifest  in  a  little  time ;  we  have  waited, 
hitherto  patiently,  and  as  our  kii^  canies  to 
us,  so  we  in  all  tlungs  will  behwre  towards 
him.'    Thus,  adds  our  author,  imttters  were 
delayed  andpostpioned,  from  Candlemas,  when 
this  convention  met,  to  the  foast  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist^  to  which  time  they  were  prorogued. 
In  the  mean  while  the  king  bGOOAe  wok.  hav^ 
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dened  and  more  exasperatsd  against  \m  ba- 
vomi  ^  t^Bt  the  aforesaid  grievances  still  re* 
m^iaed  anredreised.    At  th^  day  appointed  all 
Che  nobility  met  again  at  London^  and  were 
voceived  by  the  king  witb  the  foUo\fing  speech : 
*  My  h>nb  aad  peers  of  England— You  are 
«U  of  you  willing,  I  ted,  to  have  my  mind  bent 
to  your  own  Wk,  and  have  not  treated  your 
kii^  al  ali  ctviUy,  in  this  matter.    You  would 
hvve  me  submit  to  ycmr  pleasure,  and  yield  to 
«ny  terms  that  you  think  fit  to  o^er.    By  this 
^rou  impose  a  very  slavish  condition  on  me, 
snd  deny  me  that  hberty  and  authoriw  which 
«TerT  master  exercises  iiS  his  own  family.    For 
aarely,  ev«ry  master  of  a  &mily  may  use  whose 
and  what  comi#el  he  pleases ;  and,  in  his  own 
boose,  put  in  or  put  out  what  otticers  he  thinks 
fit ;  yet  aM  this  you  presume  to  deny  to  your 
|dc4  and  king.    As  servants,  therefore,  ought 
ftoc  to  judge  or  impose  any  difficulties  on  tlieir 
aiasters,  so  neither  sdtould  vassuls  any  on  their 
prince.    The  servant  is  not  above  his  lord  nor 
the  discqple  above  his  master;  and  what  is 
jour  king  more  than  your  Servant,  if  he  is  to 
ftey  your  commands  ?  Theretbre  my  resoln- 
tioB  is,  neither  to  remove  the  chancellor,  jnsti- 
^wrym  nor  the  treasurer,  at  your  pleasure ;  por 
wtH  1  appoint  any  other.    I  expect  a  sufficient 
aid  of  money  finom  you  for  tlie  defence  and  re- 
covery of  ray  r^ts  b^ond  sea,  in  which  you 
are   also  equally  eo^cemed/ — ^To  this  speech, 
the  barons  unanimously  returned  tiiis  short  an- 
swer, ^  That  they  would  no  longer  impoverish 
themselves,  to  enrich  fordgneis ;  as  tney  had 
formerly  done,  when  diey  gave  money  for  the 
king's  e&peditioA4nto  OasoMgny  and  Poictou/ 
And  thus  this  parhament  was  dissolved  with-i 
•ttt  any  satisfiicdon  either  to  their  sovereign 
or  themselves :  bat  the  kin^  was  hereby  re- 
duced to  so  great  a  necessity,  that  he  was 
<4>ligcd  to  expose  to  sale  his  jewels,  plate,  and 
0(tber  rich  utensils  of  his  house. 

In  March,  1361,  a  crcat  parliament  was  held 
at  London,  in  which  Henry  de  Bath,  chief 
justice  of  England,  w«s  called  upon  to  answer 
to  several  -crimes  and  misdemeanors  alledged 
against  Iran.  The  king  himself  was  his  prose- 
ctor. He  was  very  angry  with  the  justice, 
thait  he  canie  thither,  as  it  were,  guarded,  by 
a  great  number  of  armed  men  of  his  wife's 
kiiMlred  and  his  own,  as  well  as  all  his  ser- 
nnts ;  he  accused  him  more  highly  than  the 
rest,  ^ying  (o  his  charge,  amongst  other  things, 
^  That  he  was  a  disturber  of'  the  whole  king- 
dom, by  exasperating  all  liis  barons  against 
him,  from  which  a  general  sedition  might  be 
expected.'  Therefore  the  king  caused  it  to  be 
prodaixned  by  the  common  cryer  at  London, 
|i\d  in  cobrty  that  if  any  person  had  any  cause 
of  action,  or  complaint,  against  Henry  cle  Bath, 
they  shonld  come  into  court  before  the  kind's 
Bres^nce,  and^there  they  should  he  fully  heard. 
By  these  meatns  many  complaints  were  ui^ed 
apiinst  him  ;  and  one  of  his  own  brother  jus- 
tices openly  protested,  that  he  suffered  a  very 
freat  villain^  imprisoned  and  convict,  to  escape 
w^'tiniahfd,  hivving  received  several  rich  gifts 


fbr  that  pqrpose.    Upon  whidi,  «ityi  M.  PatiSp 

tlie  king,  being  much  provoked,  mounted  up' 
on  high,  and  called  out  with  a  loud  voice,  thiSt 
^  if  any  man  whatsoevox  will  kill  Henry  de 
Bath  he  shall  be  acfjuitted  of  his  deaths  and  I 
pronounce  him  acquitted  accordingly ;  and  thea 
the  king  withdrew  hastily*    There  were  inanjr 

K resent,  adds  Paris,  that  would  have  done  this 
>rd  of  Batii's  business  for  him  soon,  had  not 
the  lord  John  Mansel  interposed,  and  prudently 
checked  their  fury.  *  My  lords  and  friend^ 
said  he,  I  am  not  against  prosecuting  him,  but  it 
is  not  necessary  at  all  to  be  thus  in  anger; 
perhaps  our  lord  the  kin^  by  this  time  repentt 
his  nah  expression.  Besides,  if  yon  la^  violenV 
hands  on  Henry,  beliold  the  bishop  of  London 
will  excommunicate  you,  aud  his  military 
friends  may  revenge  his  death/  Thus,  in  a 
great  measure  tlieir  fury  was  appeased ;  and 
earl  Richard,  with  the  aforesaid  onbop,  telling 
up  the  matter,  things  were  cani^d  with  more 
moderation  a^nst  him.  The  king  bein^  aflei« 
wards  privately  informed,  that  there  might  b0 
some  gain  in  the  case,  and  a  certain  sum  oi 
money  being  promised,  the  prisoner  was  re* 
leased  Vioth  from  death  and  bondage ;  and  in 
a  short  time  after,  on  the  oaymwit  of  1K)00 
marks,  was  reconciled  to  ttm  king,  and  en^ 
tercd  a<4ain  into  his  office,  as  if  nothing  had 
happened. 

lu  another  great  convention  of  the  estates 
which  met  at  Westminster,  in  1558,  and  con- 
tinued, by  ad  jouminentt  till  after  Easter,  in  th« 
year  following; ;  the  exactions  of  the  pope  on  the 
clei^  of  England  was  the  great  subject  oC 
complaint;  in  regard  that  besides  liis  other 
claims,  he  had  now  demanded  a  tenth  of  tdl 
the  go«)ds  of  the  clergy  for  his  own  use.  The 
history  wc  quote  from  does  not  mention  whail 
was  dpne  to  alleviate  this  complaint;  and  only 
adds,  that  at  the  next  meeting,  by  a4)0um* 
mept,  a  curse  was  denounced,  in  the  must  so?, 
lemn  manner,^  by  tlie  abp.  of  Canterbury,  aa4 
13  other  bishops,  in  PontiiicaUbus,  asainsta.1/ 
persons  who  sought  to  infringe  the  kbertiet  of 
holy  church,  and  diose  of  the  great  chaittfi. 
Tins  ceremony  was  performed  before  the  kin^ 
in  the  great  )m\  at  Westminster ;  the  form  M 
the  Anathema  itself  is  preserved  in  the  i 
of  Burtoa,  under  this  year. 

The  next  year  Henry  went  wiA 
into  Gascoigny,  and  there  recovered  whet  htA 
been  taken  from  him  in  that  country.  During 
his  absence,  in  1254,  another  parliament  was 
held  in  London,  to  which  caaie«  as  special 
messengers  from  the  king,  the  etil  mareschal 
Roger  Bygot,  and  Gilbert  de  S^frave :  th<»^ 
were  present  at  this  meeting  the  oaeen,  Rd.  earl 
of  Cornwall,  the  cart  of  Wincheeter»  and  att 
the  bishops  of  England,  except  the  two  abptw 
and  the  bos.  of  Dorfiam  and  Beth,  who  vert 
witli  the  king  in  Gascoigny.  The  atlsinbly 
being  all  met,  the  king's  pteioctot  and  mes- 
senger rose  up  and  said — 
•  '  My  lords  and  firiends^--£i  mhme  breasts 
die  kfa^  our  master  places  his  ooofidence,  nor 
hath  he  any  other  refMg.e  to  9j  ta  bat  to  hi^b 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


*r] 


PAUL.  HISTORY.— Hexrt  UL  1255^. 


rs» 


fiutbfiil  sabjects.    You  ftll  know  very  weU  liow 
he  has  cxpoted  himself,  with  coult^^  ana  con> 
ftancy,  to  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  and  to  the 
Qncertain  fate  of  war,  for  the  good  of  his  king- 
dom.   He  found  abroad  the  enemy  very  for- 
midable and  strons  against  him ;  some  part  of 
tbem  he  has  alreadysubdued,  and  the  rest  he 
hopes  to  conquer.    The  king  of  Castile,  whom 
he  expected  to  have  found    his    ver^r  good 
fiicnd,  as  well  as  kinsman,  was  his  bitterest 
^neiny,  and  proved  very  unfaithful  to  him ;  to 
whom  the  Gascoigns  were  greatly  inclined,  and 
would  rather  have  a  Spaniard  for  their  king, 
than  their  own  natural  lord;  therefore,  the 
lung  being  in  a  great  <strait,  demands  from  you 
•  powerikl  ^and  sufficient  ^aid  to  assist  him.' — 
Earl  Richard  first  answered,  and  testified  his 
steadiness,  says  Paris,  in  this  memorable  say- 
ing,   *  I  that  am  more  powerful  and  more 
omi^edthan  the  rest  of  you,  will  assist  my  lord 
and  brother  as  much  as  I  can,  and  therefore  I 
will  keep,  at  my  own  expence,  300  soldiers, 
by  the  year,  to  fight  for  him.'     llie  eari  of 
Gloucester  promts^,  also,  an  aid  to  the  king, 
•ccording  to  his  power;   adding,   *  that  he 
would  in  no  wise  help  the  king  to  conquer 
countries,  but  would  assist  him  against  the  king 
of  Castile  if  he  assaulted  him.'    In  this  man- 
ner, also,  earl  Richard  couched  iiis  promise, 
faying,  *  if  things  really  be  as  they  are  re- 
ported.'   At  th^  words  the  whole  assembly 
took  fire,  and  discovering  the  snare  that  was 
hdd  for  them,  immediately  broke  up  without 
doing  any  thing;  and  earl  Richard  sent  an 
account  of  it  to  his  brother. 
>     In  the  same  year,  another  assembly  of  the 
nobles  was  caUed  to  meet  at  London,  to  whom 
the  king,  under  his  royal  signet,  sent  an  ac- 
count of  his  extreme  want  otiaoney ;  in  order, 
«s  he  said,  to  enable  him  to  withstand  the 
force  of  a  very  great  enemy  coming  against 
him.     To  tliis  he  was  answered  by  all  and 
singular,  sa3rs  Paris,   '  that  they  had  waited 
now  full  three  weeks  in  London,  in  ekpectar 
tion  of  seeing  earl  Richard,  and  the  rest  of  the 
nobles  who  were  gone  over  to  the  king  into 
Oaacoigny ;  and  that  they  were  soofben  grieved 
with  these  exactions,  that  they  could  not  live 
tti^erthcin.    That  they  would  not  reflise  to 
go  to  the  king's  assistance  in  person,  if  they 
were  better  assured  that  the  king  of  Castile 
was  conung  against  him  as  an  enemy.   Though 
they  could  but  wonder,  that  when  Simon  earl 
of  Leicester  went  into  Grascot«^ny  and  subdued 
m  great  party  of  rebels,  tlmt  the  same  king  of 
Castile  did.  not  at  that  time'  asust  them,  in  op- 
position to  the  interest  of  £n^;land.' 

In  1255y'40on  after  the  kiapfs  return  (irom 
abroad,  another  parliament  was  called  to  meet 
at  London.  'Vhe  king  acquainted  them  with 
the  great  debts  he  had  contracted,  and  that 
without their,asidstance  he  could notdischai^e 
them,  and  therefore,  with  much  earnestness 
demanded  a  pecuniary  aid  for  that  purpose. — 
This  parliament  proved  full  as  resolute  neatni>t 
the  king  as  any  of  the  former.  They  began 
«vith  rccouutiiig  old  grievances;   and  withal 


demanded  that  the  chief  justice,  chancellor 
and  treasurer  might  be  chosen  by  the  common 
council  of  the  kingdom ;  as  had  been  justly 
and  antiently  used;  and  likewise  that  they 
might  not  be  removed  but  for  the  most  appa- 
rent crimes,  and  by  the  deliberation  and  con* 
sent  of  the  whole  kingdom.  Concluding  with 
this  extraordinary  expressioB,  *  that  they  should 
never  be  able  to  bind  their  Proteus  of  a  king, 
without  he  granted  all  that  they  demanded.' 
But  tlus  the  king  resolutely  refused ;  on  which 
the  barons  dedu^  that  business  should  be  de- 
ferred until  the  Michaebnas  following;  and 
this  council  was  di^olved  for  that  time. — ^The 
same  year,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Luke,  the  no- 
bility met  again,  by  adjoiimment,  at  West- 
minster. Here  the  king  first  attacked  his  bro- 
ther Rd.  earl  ofCornwal,  ande^tfnesdy  pressed 
liiin  to  give  him  an  aid  of  money ;  to  whojn  the 
pope  also  had  wrote,  requiring  him  to  lend  his 
nrother  40,000  (w  ithout  saying  whether  pounda 
or  marks,)  that  he  might  set  a  pious  example 
to  others.  But  Richa^  regardmg  his  money 
more  than  either  his  brother's  wants  or  the  pope's 
letters,  refused  him  the  loan.  And  when  the 
king  moved  the  matter  to  the  rest,  they  replied^ 
'  timt  at  that  time  all  had  not  been  smnmoned 
according  to  the  tenor  of  their  great  charter, 
and  therefore  tliey  would  then  make  no  answer 
or  ^rant  any  aid  without  tlie  rest  of  the  peers.' 
This  parliament,  says  Paris,  by  many  fictitious 
delays,  was  continued  a  month,  whilst  the  no- 
bles were  emptying  their  purses  at'  London, 
and  then  returned  hoa^e  without  doing  any* 
business. 

In  1357^  another  pariiament  was  called  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  in  order  to  treat  of  the 
bus'ness  of  Apulia.  To  this  meeting,  says 
Paris,  camesuch  a  multitude  of  persons,  of  all 
sorts,  that  London  scatce  could  contain  them. 
It  seems  that  the  crown  of  Sicily,  and  the  small 
territory  of  Apulia,  in  Italy,  bad  been  offered 
to  prince  Edmund  the  king's  second  son,  by 
the  pope  the  year  before ;  provided  the  king 
would  recover  Sicily  from  the  hands  it  was  then 
in.  This  ban  been  refused  by  the  states,  as  a 
foreign  country,  not  worth  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pence  of  recovering ;  and  Apulia  now  was  re- 
jected in  the  same  manner,  though  the  king 
came  in  person  to  this  parliament  with  his  son 
Edmund,  clad  in  an  Apulian,  or  Italian  habit, 
says  Paris,  in  order  to  mduee  their  compliance. 
In  this  parliament  Richard  earl  of  Qomwal,  the 
king's  brother,  took  leave  of  the  peers,  and 
soon  after  set  out  for  Germany  t«  be  crowned 
king  o(  the  Romans ;  to  wliich  dignity  he  had 
been  elected  some  time  before. 

In  126d,  parliament  was  again  smnmoned 
to  meet  at  London.  The  kuig  was  pressed  by 
the  pope  on  the  subject  of  Apulia,  for  it  seems 
lie  had  sent  a  kind  of  a  legate  to  demand  tlie 
money,  which,  upon  the  king's 'request,  he  had 
obliged  himself  to  pay  to  uie  merchants  for 
that  business.  The  king  demanded  a  very 
large  sum  to  dear  himself  of  this  matter ;  whico 
the  barons  stilly  denied  to  a^isift  him  witli. 
And  in  this  parlioaient  there  aro:»e  great  heats 
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and  coqtentions  between  the  king  Mid  the  ba- 
roDSy  who  made  great  complaints  against  hkn. 
They  said  *  that  1^  ^htcd  tfie  keys  and  power 
of  the  churchy  and  did  not  observe  the  tenor  of 
his  great  charter;  that  be  had  raised  to  digni- 
ties and  riches  his  half  brothers,  against  law 
and  right,  as  if  diey  had  been  tbe  natural 
people  of  the  land,  and  would  aot  suiler  any 
writ  to  issue  ont  of  chancer3r  against  them. 
That  although  the  pride  of  his^  brothers  and 
other  Poictevins  was  intolerable,  yet  Wm.  de 
Valence  exceeded  them  all/   Skmon  Moonfort, 
earl  of  Leicester,  taking  his  advantage  of  these 
dilutes,  complained  aloud,  not  to  the  king, 
imt  to  the  whole  assembly, '  calling  for  justice; 
and  charged  the  king  with  promoting  and  en- 
riching strangers,  despising  and  wasting  his 
own  people,  to  the  subversion  of  the  whole 
kingdom;  by  which  means  he  became  unable 
to  repel  the  mjuries  of  so  inconsiderable  a  peo- 
ple as  the  Welch.'— These  heats  and  debates 
continued  for  some  time,  when  the  parliament 
was  adjourned  to  be  holden  at  Oxford  on  the 
feast. of  St.  Barnabas  following.    But,  before 
the  adjournment,   the  barons  promised  the 
king,  *  that  if  he  would  reform  the  state  of  the 
kingdom,  according  to  their  advice,  and  the 
pope  woidd  make  the  conditions  about  the  af- 
fair of  Sicily,  &c.  more  easy,  so  that  it  might 
he  prosecuted  with  effect,  they  would  then  en- 
deavour to  procure  him  a  common  aid,  or  tax, 
for  that  purpose/    The  king  agreed  so  far, 
that  before  Christmas  the  state  of  the  kingdom 
should  be  rectified  by  them,  and  the  pope's 
legate,  if  in  England.    And  for  the  perform- 
ance of  what  should  be  ordained,  he  put  him- 
self into  the  pope's  power,   so  as  he  might 
compel  him  to  it,  which  way  he  pleased,  by, 
ecclesiastical  censure.    And  to  this  he  made 
his  son  Edward  swear  that  he  would  observe 
and  keep  what  he  hf|d  granted. — ^At  the  same 
time  he  likewise  granted  to  the  barons,  that 
the  state  of  the  kingdom   should  be  rectified 
and  reformed,   by  12  fhithful  persons  of  his 
council   then   chosen,    and  12  others  to   be 
chosen  by  the  barons,   who  should  meet  at 
Oxford,   a  month   after  Whit-Sunday,    next 
coming,  to  do  every  thing  that  they  should  sec 
ftt  to  the  honour  of  God  and  the  good  of  the 
kingdom.     The  king  promised  invialablr  to 
observe  whatsoever  should   be   ordained  by 
those  24,  or  the  nu^ority  of  them,  under  sdch 
security  as  they  should  direct.     I}c  made  his 
son  Edward  swear,  also,  to  these  articles,  aiui 
that  he  would  inviolably  keep  and   observe 
them;   whereupon,  says  M.  raris,  the  carls 
and  barons^  on  their  parts,  promised  to  endea- 
vour that  the  parliament  should  grant  him  an 
>id.    These  i?4  had  power  to  elect  4  tliat  were 
to  choose  the  king's  council,  which  wa?  to  re- 
dress and  amend  all  matters  appertaining  to 
the  king  and  his  kincdom ;  tuid  the  council,  or 
the  greater  part  of^it,  was  to  choose  one  or 
more  in  the  place  of  soch  as  should  make  dc- 
fttfilt. 

On  the  feast  of  St.  Barnabas  all  tho  great 
4ieo  afid  nobles  arcived  «t  Oz&bc^  according 


to  their  adjournment;  but  came  attended  by 
an  such  as  owed  them  military  service.    They 
sought  to  covfer  this  proceeding  by  saying,  that 
they  came  thus  armed  in  order  afterwards  to 
go  and  attack  the  king's  enemies,  '^  Welsh; 
but  their  true  reason  was^  for  fear  of  the  king'* 
half  brothers  and  the  Poictevins  drawing  thaok 
into  a  snare^    However,  matters  went  better 
than  they  imagined ;  for  in  this  parliament  ai 
the  elections  mentioned  before  were  made, 
and  5M  persons  were  chosen  to  amend  and  re* 
form  the  kingdom, — ^The  noblemen  who  com^ 
posed  the  grand  committee  of  24  demanded  of 
the  king:  ^  1st,  his  confirmation  of  the  charter 
granted  by  king  John,  his  father :  2nd,   that 
such  a.  justiciary  should  be  constituted,  at 
would  do  justice  to  such  as  sufiered  wrong,  as 
well  to  the  poor  as  the  rich :  3rd,  that  they 
should  chooite  the  judges,  chancellors,  treasur- 
ers, and  otlier  officers  and  ministers,  from  year 
to  year,  for  ever:  4th,  tliat  they  theraselvcni, or 
friends,  tihould  have  the  custody  of  the  king's 
castles:  5th,  by  edict  they  made  it  Capital  for 
any,  of  what  degree  or  order  socyer,  to  recuse 
to  consent  to  tliese  things;  and  against  such 
the  abps.  and  bishops  also  pronounced  sentence 
of  excommunication.' — ^These  24  also  ordained; 
that  there  should  be  three  parliaments  in  a 
year,  and  when  and  hofw  tliey  s^hould  be  holden^ 
this  order,  translated  from  the  original  Freoch^ 
is  as  follows:  *  Be  it  remembered,  that  the  24 
have  ordained,  that  there  shall  be  three  parlia- 
ments in  a  year;  the  1st  on  the  Octaves,  or 
8  days  af^er  st.  Michael ;  the  2nd  on  the  mor- 
row afler  Candlemas  Day;  the  Srd  on  the  ficit 
day  of  June,  that  is,  three  weeks  before  st. 
John.    To  these  three  parliaments  shall  oome 
all  the  chosen  counsellors  of  the  king,  whether 
summoned  or  not,  to  provide  for  the  state  of 
the  realm,  and  to  treat  of  the  common  business 
*of  the  realm,  when  need  shall  be,  by  the  com- 
mand of  the  king  or  by  lys  summons.' — ^Th© 
whole  community  then  chose  12  persons  to  re- 
present them  in  these  parUaments,  &c.  to  save 
the  charges  of  die  community.    The  entry  or 
record  of  which  election  was  to  this  purposes 
*  Be  it  remembered,  that  the  community  hare 
chosen  12  wise  men  to  come  to  pariiaments, 
and  at  other  times  when  there  shall  be  need, 
when  the  king  and  his  council  shall  command  or 
send  for  them,  to  treat  of  the  business  of  the 
king  and  realm ;  and  that  the  community  will 
hold  for  established  what  ^  12  shall  do;  and 
this  shall  be  done  to  spare  the  cost  or  charges 
of  the  community.'    Which  1^  viri  probi  vel 
prudentes,  as  the  record  has  it,  were  entered 
in  this  form:  *  These  are  the  12   which  arc 
chosen  by  tlie  barons,  ealu  f^ar  let  Barutu,  to 
treat  in  the  three  parliaments  in  a  year,  with 
the  king's  council,   for  all  the  commons,  or 
whole  community  of  the  land,  pur.  tut  U  com- 
imin  de  la  terrcy  upon  public  business. — Many 
other  provisions  were  made  in  this  parliament 
relative  to  feudal  tenures,  custody  of  wards, 
marriages,  ami  escheats;  suits  to   the  king's 
courts  before  justices  itinerant,  county  courts, 
hundred  courts,  sheriff*  tums>  writs  of  right. 
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Imt.  *  all  in  ab%t«iQent»'  snys  dr.  Sradj,  /  of  the 
figourof  tlie  feudal  l^w^  and  lor  their  ovvn  ease 
•M  baneAt.' — All  this  was  done,  and  coipunis* 
fioiit  ibr  the  gcKemmcnt  of  the  king'^  ca$tlcs 
mere  maed  out  in  eleven  days'  time,  as  i|pr 
Man  bjr  the  record  of  them,  i^ciiited  in  ie^ 
Mnif*  Appcndic,  No.  t91>  fi,  3>  to,  which  we 
fefer  thecurioiM  reader. 

Early  in  1S65,  and  the  49th  of  the  kin|^s 
Men,  was  the  fiuBOi|sparliaiaent  called;  wYaok, 
miSsk  another  in  the  18th  of  £dw.  I.  were  cer- 
lainly  the  models  of  our  present  English  paiv 
liaments-TrThe  business  of  this  parliainent  was  ^ 
chte%  to  treat  about  prince  Edward^s  release,  ^ 

ithat  time  a  prisoner  in  Dover  castle. — On 
i  8th  of  September,  the  kii^  called  a  pariior 
pMat,  to  meet  at  Winchester;  where,  by  their 
«dvice,  the  liberties  of  the  city  of  Lonilon  were 
foiMd,  and  the  greatest  offenders  committed 
ia  prison,  to  be  punished  at  the  king's  pleasure. 
This  parisament  gave  the  king  also  alt  the  re- 
Ms^  uuuii;  and,  by  their  advice,  he  appointed 
tira  commissioners  in  e^ch  couuty,  who,  with 
the  sheriSy  were  to  extend  them,  and  return 
^  extent,  with  the  names  of  the  lands  and 
jdmt  owners,  to  him  at  Westminster,  by  the 
tSUik  of  Oct.  following.  The  commission  bears 
date  at  Winchester,  Sept.  21;  and  Paiis 
addi|  that  the  king  disinherited  all  those  that 
Mood  Ibr  Hontibrt  against  him  and  gave, their 
lands  to  chose  who  had  faithfully  served  him. 

Tins  severe  sentence  on  the  earl  of  Jxiccster's 
loliowers  was  strictly  put  in  execution;  but 
jihe  ciy  of  the  suffer^  was  so  great,  that  it 
iedMcd  the  pope's  legate,  Ottoboni,  then  in 
England,  to  take  their  case  into  his  protection. 
Te  thit  purpose  he  requested  the  king  t(^ealla 
pailtament,  which  he  granted,  and  it  was  sum- 
JMeoed  to  moet  at  Kenelworth,  Aug.  the  23nd, 
±M,  Here  it  was  agreed,  by  the  coeimon  as- 
eeiit  of  the  bishops,  abbots,  pnors,  carls,,  barons, 
«Bd  all  others,  that  six  persons,  viz.  the  bishopsi 
of  Exeter  and  Bath^  and  Worcester ;  sir  Allan 
Zouch,  sir  R.  de  Sumery,  and  Sir  R.  Walerand, 
:by  their  oaths  there  made,  should  choose  six 
withers,  who  would,  according  to  their  jud^ 
■lents,  do  the  best  for  tl^  security  and  peace 
of  the  land.  To  these  12  were  committed  the 
ease  and  focts  of  the  disinherited,  with  foil 
power  from  the  king  and  parliament  to  hear 
and  determine  all  matters  concerning  it ;  which 
determuiation  watcelled  the  Dictum  <k  Kenel- 
worth.  If  there  arote  imy  difference  between 
the  13,  that  was  only  to  stand  good  and  firm 
which  received  the  assent  and  approbation  of 
the  legate,  and  Henry,  son  to  the  King  of  the 
Romans ;  and  they  were  to  finish  their  work 
by  the  foast  of  AU  Saints. — ^This  determination 
and  award  was  made  to  better  the  condition  of 
the  disinherited,  and  to  turn  the  forfeitures  and 
loss  of  their  estates  into  a  composition  tor 
them ;  and  therefore,  '  all  who  began  the  war 
and  persevered  in  it ;  all  who  violently  and  mar 
liciously  kept  Northampton  against  the  king ; 
all  who  fouflht  against  the  king  at  Lewes ;  all 
.who  were  takcfi  at  Kenelworth  under  the  com- 


mand of  youiigSimon  Montfort,  hod  plundered 
Winchester,  or  were  in  any  other  place  against 
the  kinf;,  which  he  had  not  pardoned  ;  all  fight- 
ing fligainst  him  at  Evesham ;  4111  tliat  were  in  the 
fight  at  Chesterfield ;  all  that  freely  sent  tlieir 
service,  that  is,  h^rse  and  arms,  f^ust  the 
icing  or  his  son;  aIi%Hli^  ^d  aervants  of  the 
eajel  of  L«»cestcr,  that  plundered  their  fieigh^^ 
hours ;  burnt  tlieir  houses,  or  killed  them^  or 
did  aj^^y  other  mischief;  all  were  to  ))ay  ^  years 
rent  of  their  lands,  ai^d  if  thev  paid  it,  they 
were  to  have  their  land  again.  The  easl  Ferrers 
and  Henry  Hastings  were  to  pay  7  years  pro- 
fits of  their  lands.  Those  who  had  conunitted 
lesi^er  crimes  than  the  alKHe  recited,  com- 
pounded, or  were  fi|ied  3,  2,  1,  or  half  a  year'^ 
rent  of  their  lapds,  according  to  the  nature  of 
their  offences ;  those  who  hsui  no  lands  were 
fined  in  goods.  All  obligations,  writings,  or 
instruments,  made  by  the  kin^  or  his  son, 
concerning  the  Oxford  provisions,  or  made  or 
entered  into  by  ahy  of  the  king*s  fiiitliful  sub- 
jects, by  reason  of  the  troubles,  were  made 
null  and  void  by  this  award :  whereby  it  was 
declared,  that  the  kihg  might  and  ouglit  to  ex- 
ercise his  royal  power  and  authority  without 
the  let  or  contradiction  of  any  one ;  oy  which, 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  land, 
which  had  long  subsisted,  his  royal  dignity 
miglit  hun'e  been  injured ;  yet  tlie  great  chaiv* 
ter,  and  charter  of  the  forest,  were  to  remain 
in  full  force  by  this  judgment.  The  commis- 
sioners also  requested  the  king  and  legate,  that 
under  danger  of  corporal  pmii!>hment  f^id  ec- 
clesiastical censure,  t)icy  would  strictly  forbid 
any  to  speak  of  Simon  Montfort  a.s  a  saint,  or 
to  spread  the  vain  and  foolish  miracles  reporte<^ 
of  him.  Tliis  award,  or  Dictum  de  Kcnebcorth^ 
was  finisl)ed  in  the  castle  of  Kenelworth,  on 
the  31st  of  Oct.  1266,  and  the  50th  of  th^ 
king's  reign. 

In  1267,,  Henry  called  another  parliament 
to  meet  at  St.  Edmundsbury,  where,  says  tbf 
continuator  of  M.  Paris,  were  summoned  t9 
appear  the  earls,  barons,  abps.  b)>s.  abbots,  and 
ail  that  owed  lum  military  service,  with  theijr. 
horse  and  arms,  to  go  agtun^  those  rebels  who 
had  got  into  the  Isk?  of  Ely,  and  still  held  it 
out  against  him.  The  same  author  has  given 
us  an  exiict  account  of  tlie  king,  with  the  Pope's 
Legate  who  was  then^ith  him,  and  what  de* 
maiuls  they  made  for  a. supply  from  the  clergy, 
with  their  answer  to  eacn  article.  1,  It  was 
demanded,  *  That  tlie  prelates  and  rectors  of 
churches  should  grant  them  the  tenths  of  their 
churches,  for  3  years  next  to  come,  and  for  the 
year  last  past,  as  they  gave  tlie  barons  for  keep- 
ing the  coasts  against  the  invasions  of  strangers/ 
To  tliis  it  was  ^swered,  '  That  the  war  began 
by  unreasonable  desires,  and  did  then  conti- 
nue, and  therefore  it  was  nccesbary  to  forbear 
repeating  the  like  demands,  xiod  treat  of  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom;  and  make  use  of  the 
parliament  to  the  benefit  of  the  church  and 
xinedom;  and  not  to  extort  money,  espe- 
daily,  when  the  n.ition  was  so  much  destroyed 
by  the  war,  that,  if  ever,  it  must  be  a  long 
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time  before  it  cotiW  recover  itself.' — *  3.  That 
the  cliurches  might  be  ta^ed  by  la\*n»en  ac- 
cording Ito  their  true  and  highest  value.'  To 
this  it  was  answered,'  *  That  it  was  not  reason- 
able, but  contrary  tojustice,  that  laymen  should 
meddle  with  collecting  of  tenths;  nor  would  they 
ever  consent  to  a  new  way  of  taxing,  but  that 
the  old  shoidd  stand.' — *  3.  That  thq  bishops 
a&d  abbots  should  pay  the  teutlis  of  their  ba- 
ronies and  lay-fees,  up  to  their  true  and  highest 
value.'  Ausweted,  *  That  they  were  impover- 
ished by 'depredations  and  plundcrings;  that 
they  followeil  the  kint;  in  his  expeditions,  and 
spent  so  much  money  that  they  were  grown 
very  poor,  and  tliat  their  lands  laid  uncultivated 
by  ri»ason  of  the  war.* — *  4.  That  the  clergy, 
in  common,  should  |ire  to  the  king  S0,0()0 
marks,  for  the  aforesaid  tithes,  which  a  certain 
legate  had  claimed  for  the  use  of  the  court  of  | 
Roiiic,  for  the  debts  contracted  in  Sicily,  Apu- 
lia and  Calabria,  in  the  name  of  the  lord  Ed- 
mund, the  king's  son  then  present.'  Answer, 
*  That  they  would"  give  nothing,  because  all 
thejfc  taxations  and  extortions  lirst  made  by  the 
king,  were  never  expended  to  the  use  of  the 
king  and  realm.'-^*  5.  That  all  clerks  holding 
baronies  or  la}--fees,  should  go  anncd  in  their 
own  persons  against  the  king'.s  enemies,  or  find 
so  much  "service  as  belomn  to  tlieir  lands  or 
tenements/*  To  this  they  answerccf,  *  That 
they  ought  not  to  tight  with  the  material  but 
{^hitual  sword,  that  Is,  with  tlieir  prayei-s  and 
tears.  And  that  by  their  benefices  or  fees  they 
were  boimd  to  mamtain  peace,  not  war.  That 
they  held  their  barony  iu  JfYank  Almoign,  in 
pure  alms,  and  therefore  owod  no  military  ser- 
vice, but  what  was  certain;  and  would  not  per- 
form any  that  was  new.' — *  (J.  That  with  tdl 
speed  tlie  expedition  of  the  cross  might  be 
preached  through  the  whole  kingdom.'  To  this 
It  was  answered,  *  That  a  great  part  of  the  peo- 
ple had  been  killed  by  tlie  war;  that .  if  now 
they  should  undertake  the  crusade,  few  or  none 
would  be  left  to  defend  the  nation.' — *  7.  That 
the  prelates  were  absolutely  bound  to  comply 
with  all  these  demands,  on  the  oath  which  they 
had  taken  at  Coventry,  that  they  would  assist 
the  king  by  all  the  ways  they  wrre  able'  To 
this  they,  also,  answered,  *  ^That  wht^n  they 
made  iliat  oath  they  only  meant  it  of  spiritual 
help  and  wholesome  counsel.' 

In  12(39,  Henry  called  the  last  parliament  in 
his  reign,  being  sfimmoned  to  meet  at  Marlbo- 
rough the  19th  of  Nov.;  in  which,  by  the  as- 
.«*nt  of  the  earls  and  barons,  were  macfe  the  sta- 
tutes of  Marlborough. 

Taxes  in  this  hin^s  reigTL 

The  parliament  called  at  Northampton,  in 
1224,  granted  the  king  2s.  •f^  every  plough 
land ;  and  the  king  gnuited  the  barons  scutage, 
two  marks  of  every  knight's  fee.  The  parlia- 
ment called  at  Westminster,  granted  the  king 
a  15th  of  all  moveables  in  the  whole  kingdom, 
for  the  grant  or  confirmsoion  of  Magna Chiirta. 
In  the  same  year  a  40th  part  of  all  movea- 
bles was  granted.  In  122Q,  the  king  wrote  to 
ta&  foreign  bishops  and  cl^y  to  give  him  a  15th 
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of  all  tlieir  moveables,  as  the  bishops  and  clergy 
of  England  had  then  done.  The  next  year  fie 
compelled  the  city  of  London  to  pay  him  5000 
marks,  because  they  had  given  as  much  to 
Levvis  late  king  of  France,  when  he  left  Eng- 
land ;  and  levied  a  15th.  At  the  same  time  he 
took  from  the  burgesses  of  Northampton  an 
aid  of  12001.  besides  one  15th.  lie  likewise 
forced  all  religious  and  beneficed  clerks  to  pay 
a  15th,  as  well  out  of  their  spirituals  as  tempc- 
rals ;  and  they  who  were 'unwilling  to  pay,  wei  e 
compelled  either  by  the  king's  authority  or  ec- 
clesiastical censures.  Soon  after  this,  the  re- 
ligious and  others  had  notice,  that  unless  they 
renewed  their  charter,  the  old  ones  should  be 
of  no  ivdvantagc  to  them ;  »and  for  the  rei2ewal 
every  one  paid  according  to  his  faculty,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  justiciary.  In  1230,  archbi- 
shops, bishop*;,  abbots  and  priors  gave  a  great 
sum  of  money  for  recovering  the  king's  nghts 
beyond* sea.  At  the  same  time  he  put  the  citi- 
zens of  London  to  grievous  redemption ;  and 
forced  the  Jews  to  pay  him  a  3d  part  of 
what  tliey  were  worth. — In  1231,  the  king 
required  a  scutage  of  three  marks  of  every 
knight's  fee,  of  all  that  held  baronies,  as 
well  prelates  as  laics. — In  a  parliament  held 
at  Lambeth,  in  1232,  a  40th  part  of  all 
moveables,  as  well  of  ecclesiastics  as  laics, 
was  granted  to  the  king,  and  was  collected 
very  soon  after. — ^In  1235,  he  had  2  marks  of 
every  plough-land,  for  the  marrihge  of  Isabel 
his  sister  to  Frederic  emperor  of  Germany,  an4 
gave  with  her  30,000  marks  for  her  portion. — 
in  1237,  a  30th  part  of  all  moveables  was 
granted  to  the  king. — In  1242,  the  king  re- 
ouircd  a  scutage  of  3  marks  from  everyknight's 
tec  through  ail  England.  So  says  M.  Paris, 
but  others  say  only  20s. — In  a  parliament  held 
at  London,  in  1544,  20s.  of  every  knight's  fee 
was  granted  to  the  king,  for  the  marriage  of 
his  eldest  daughter. — ^In  1253,  the  clei^y 
granted  the  lOtli  of  all  ecclesiastical  revenues 
for  3  years,  and  the  nobility  3  marks  of  every 
knight's  fee,  for  the  relief  of  the  Holy  Land, 
on  the  king's  confirmation  of  Magna  Charta. — 
In  VIQ7,  3  years  tenths  of -all  church  revenues 
wore  cranted  to  the  king  by  the  pope.-^And 
in  1270,  a  20th  part  was  granted  the  king. 
(See  yi.  Paris.) 

Edward  I. 
The  first  parKament  called  by  royal  autho" 
rit}'  in  tliis  king's  time  was  in  the  third  year  of 
his  reign.  They  niet  at  Westminster  in  tlic 
beginning  of  May  1275;  the  chief  occasion  of 
their  being  called  together  was  to  settle  the  af- 
fairs of  the  kingdom  before  that'Edward  made 
war  upon  the  Welsh;  whose  prince, Lewellyn, 
was  summoned  to  appear  at  it,  and  do  homage 
to  the  king,  as  his  vassal  and  subject.  The 
Webb  prince  neglected  the  summons,  and  sent 
for  excuse,  <  that  the  king  having  shewn,  on. 
many  occasions,  an  extreme  animosity  to  him, 
be  would  not  trust  his  person  with  his  declared 
enemy.  Nevertheless,  he  offered  to  do  him 
P       ^ 
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hom^c  ia  his  own  country,  if  the  kh>j;  would 
send  conuni'ssioners  tbitbcr  to  /ccei\ e  it*  or 
else  in  some  third  place,  wh<j,re  he  ini;;ht  be 
without  danger.  He  olFercd  hkovise  to  come 
into  the  king's  territories,  provided  ^e  would 
give  him  the  prince  his  eldcbt  son  in  hast»gc, 
with  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  and  ihq  lord  high 
chancellor.'  This  answer  gi-eaily  provoked 
the  king;  but  yet  he  di^sembk-d  his  resent- 
ment for  the  present,  tluu  he  mi<;lit  not  inter- 
rupt the  neccssar}'  buMueas  of  the  schsion. 
And  indeed  this  parllunient  was  employed  in 
aiTiuni  of  great  hnportance ;  that  is,  in  enact- 
ing excellent  laws  fur  securing  the  peace  luid 
libeities  of  the  people,  as  well  us  the  iunnuni- 
ties  of  the  church  aud  privileges  of  the  clcrg)- : 
these  were  called  the  *  StaU»^i»  oi'  Wostium- 
ster  the  first,*  and  contain  in  the  whole  51 
chapters. 

Ihe  same  year,  1275,  anotticr  parlKunent 
was  called  to  sit  at  Westui.  Oct.  (>ih,  in  which 
statutes  were  made  to  restrain  the  excessive 
usnry  of  the  Jews;  and  it  was  also  enacted, 
that  they  should  wear  a  badge  upon  their  up- 
per garments,  in  the  shape  of  the  two  tables 
of  Moses's  law.  On  *the  18th  of  tl)e  fcajiic 
month  they  met  aG;aln,  mid  granted  the  king 
a  15th  upon  the  clergy  and  lait;)',  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  the  nbps,  bps,  carls,  and  ba- 
rons. This  money  or  subsidy  was  gi\cn,  says 
Wikes,  to  defray  the  expcnce  of  the  kiug*3 
crusade.  Another  writes,  that  it  was  said  by 
some  to  be  for  novelty  sake,  or  for  a  good 
beginning.  However,  doctor  Br.Kiy  ha»  pub- 
lished an  act  of  the  kind's,  whereby  he  de- 
clares, that  this  gift  of  me  clergy  proceeded 
only  from  their  free  good-will,  and  that  it 
should  not  be  drawn  into  consequence  for  tlie 
future. 

In  1276,  the  king  convened  his  nobles,  c^t. 
again  to  Westminster,  on  the  alVair  oi'  Lewel- 
lyn;  when,  upon  an  open  heaving  of  tlie  mat- 
ter, ^le  prince  was  judged  g^ulty  of  felony, 
and  war  was  inmiediately  proclaimed  against 
him.  At  this  juncture  the  kii»g  gave  orders 
for  levying  tlie  15th granted  in  the  last  parha- 
mcnt  on  the  clergy  and  laity;  tmd  issued  out 
his  orders  for  the  exact  ob§ei  vjuitx:  of  the  char- 
ter of  liberties  and  the  charter  of  the  forest^ — 
The  same  parliament  met  again  at  Winchester 
this  year,  and  again  at  Westminster  on  the 
4th  of  Oct. ;  when,  amongst  other  laws,  the 
Statute  of  Bigamy  was  enacted. — At  this  parha- 
ment  the  king  confirmed  the  Chaiters  of  li- 
berties and  Forests;  and  ordered  that  it 
should  be  proclaimed  all  over  England,  that 
they  should  be  strictly  observed. — ^There  is 
mention  made  of  another  parliament,  said  ito 
be  held  in  1277,  after  the  king's  expedition 
into  Wales,  in  which  the  laity  granted  the 
kioga  SOth  part  of  their  moveable  goods  to- 
wards his  charges.  Tyrrei  observes,  that  this 
parnameut  is  not  expressly  mentioned  on  the 
RoUs;  which  shews,  aflife  he,  that  there  were 
many  more  parliaments  than  we  cm  now  find 
upon  recorow — In  1279,  another  parliament 
was  summoned  to  meet  at  Westmiq»tery  when 


I  an  af!itir  of  great  import^ce  to  the  interest  of 
I  the  whole  nation  came  before  thcip.  The 
clergy,  ever  since  the  fitst  introduction  oi' 
I  Chriatiunity  into  this  island,  had  been  accu- 
I  rnolauug  iauids  and  richc«.  The  enormous 
I  bulk  oi  their  pre^nt  possessions,  and  what 
!  they  were  daily  acquiring  from  the  mistaken 
I  charity  of  that  age,  made  it  justly  suspicious 
I  that  in  another  they  might  engi'oss  the  whole. 
j  I^^ide*,  it  was  well  knoxvn,  that  whatever 
:  hinds  they  gained  thb  way,  they  were  from 
:  thenceforth  uimliennble,  and  a  dead  hand  laid 
on  them  for  ever.-  The  laity  had  been  long 
desirous  to  stem  this  torrent;  but  wanted  & 
king  of  resolution  enough  to  despise  the  \'ati^ 
cai>  thunder,  and  ciTectuiJly  put  a  stop  to 
thcbc  dangerous  proceedings,  §uch  a  king 
tliey  found  in  Edward  I.  and  a  pariiainentwus 
called  in  tliis  year  for  that  purpose.  They  met 
at  Westminster,  in  the  beginning  of  Nov.  by 
the  king's  appointment;  and  when  he  made 
the  proposal,  it  was  received  by  the  laity  with , 
'  universal  joy ;  nor  durst  the  clergy  oppose  it, 
for  fear  a  heavier  blow  should  fall  upon  tliem. 
In  tine,  it  was  enacted,  *  that  from  hence-^ 
forth  none  should  eitlier  gi^c,  sell,  bequeath,, 
or  change,  nr,  by  any  title  whatsoever,  should 
';L-i>ign  any  lands,  tenements,  or  rents  to  any 
religious  body,  without  licence  from  the  king 
had  for  that  purpose.'  This  statute  was  called 
the  *  Statute  oi^  Mortmain',  because  it  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  estates  from  falling  into  ' 
dead  hands,  that  is,  hands  of  no  service  to  the 
king  or  the  pub^c,  without  hopes  of  ever 
(^anghig  their  ownci-s.  Nor  did  tlie  king  end 
here ;  for  in  the  second  statute  of  Westminster 
he  conlined  the  jurisdiction  of  ecclesiastical 
judges  to  narrower  Umits:  mid  required  one 
lialf  of  all  riieir  goods,  both  temporal  and  spi- 
ritual, for  one  year;  at  which,  though  they 
were  very  much  vcjLeJ,  yet  they  were  forced 
to  comply  with  the  king's  demand ;  because, 
their  discontent  being  discovered,  a  knight, 
called  sir  John  Havering,  came,  by  authority 
no  doubt,  wnongst  them  into  the  Monks|  Hall, 
at  Westminster,  and  said,  *  rev.  fathers,  if  any 
of  you  dare  to  contradict  the  kind's  demand  in 
thib  business,  let  him  stand  forth  into  tlie  midst 
of  this  assemhlf,  that:  his  person  may  be 
known  and  taken  notice  oi)  as  a  breaker  of 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom.'  At  which  8i>eech 
they  all  sat  silent,  and  made  no  opposition  to 
tlie  king's  demand,  as  they  ha^  otten  done  in 
the  time  of  his  father. 

About  this  time  Edward  was  busy  in  his  con« 
quest  of  Wales,  which  he  soon  after  fully  a<> 
coBiplished.  Lewellyn,  their  prince,  was  slain 
in  the  open  field,  and  his  whole  army  routed 
upon  the  spot :  Dfivid  his  brother  was  sooa 
afler  taken  prisoner  and  brought  to  the  kmg  to 
Shrewsbury.  Here  it  was  that  a  parliament 
wras  called  on  that  occasion,  Sept.  30,  1282, 
which  condemned  David  to  die  tne  death  of  a 
traitor.  This  rigorous  sentence  was  execvted 
with  all  the  circumstances  attending  that  inia* 
mous  punishment.  His  head  was  fixed  near 
that  or  the  prince  his  brother^  amilus  fb«r  qu«r< 
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ters  were  sent  t»  Yazk,  Bristol,  Northampioo, 
and  Winchester.  Tlie  king,  in'  summoning 
this  parKament  was  more  expncit  than  ever  be 
hnd  been  before,  ^he  wnts  of  summons  ure 
still  extant  on  record ;  the  first  of  which  is  to 
rhe  lords  to  meet  the  kuie  at  Shrewsbury,  on 
Sept.  50.  The- second  is  directed  to  the  sheriffs 
■of  every  county  in  En^hmd,  to  capse  to  be 
chosen  two  knights  for  tne  commonalty  of  the 
s.ime  county;  as  also  a  third  directed  to  several 
cities  and  boroughs,  and  a  iburth  writ  to  the 
judges.  "(See  Rynier's  Fcpdera,  t.  2-  p.  2i7.) — 
Shortly  after  another  parliament  was  called, 
the  better  to  secure  the  possession  of  the  re- 
centk  conquered  country.  The  parliament 
met  May  24,  1282,  at  Ruthland  ;  and  it  w;is 
there  resolved,  that  Wales  should  be  insepara- 
bly bnited  to  the  crown  of  Kngland  ;  which  it 
has  ever  since  continued  to  be.  *  It  was  cer- 
tainly of  great  benefit  to  the  nation,'  says  an 
Ifttorian,  '  for  tht  miserable  contests  and 
bloody  mischief,  which  often  happened  to  both 
nations,  were  hereby  extinguished ;  and  they 
became  one  people,  governed  by  one  law,  and 
under  one  prince,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  sta- 
tute of  Rutland  \a).  At  this  meeting,  also, 
the  laity  grunted  to  the  king  a  30th,  and  the, 
•elergy  a  20th,  towards  the  expenccs  of  the 
war.  Edward  having  settled  all  matters  in 
Wales,  came  in  Dec.  to  Bristol ;  whete  he  kept 
bis  Christmas,  and  held  a  parliament.  Not  a 
general  one,  but  a  particular  parliament,  says 
«n  old  writer ;  but  what  was  done  at  it  he  is 
not  so  particular  as  to  mention. 

In  1283  another  parliament  met,  in  Oct.  at 
Acton  Buniel,  in  Sln-opshire ;  ^\herc  was  madfe 
the  statute  of  Acton  Burnel  (6). 

In  1285,  we  meet  with  another  parliament 
•called  to  Westminster,  afler  Easter,  where 
were  made  some  additions  to  the  antient  sta- 
tutes of  tlie  realm,  which  bear  the  tiilc  of  the 
*  Statutes  of  Westminster  the  Secotid'  (r).  The 
statute  called  Cinumspevte  ugutis  was,  also, 
made  at  this  session,  which  gave  another  bluw 
to  the  power  of  the  clergy  (rf). 

The  next  year  Edward  went  over  into 
France,  on  special  occasions,  which  detuiiicd 
him  3  years  m  that  kingdom.  In  his  alscnce, 
a  parliament  was  held  at  London,  in  Feb.  1283, 
wherein  John  de  Kirby,  lord  treasurer,  de- 
manded, as  he  said,  by  tne  king's  orders,  an  aid 
for  the  king's  charges  in  France.  But  the  par- 
liament answered,  by  the  earl  of  Gloucester, 
their  spokesman,  '  that  titer  would  grant  no- 
thing unless  tliey  saw  the  kmg  personally  pre- 
sent.' Hereupon  the  treasurer  imposed  a  tal- 
lage on  the  cities  and  borou^lis  of  tlic  king's 
demesnes  (e).     At  his  return,  in  Aug.  1289,  his 


(ff)  Sam.  Daniel  in  Kennctt's  History  of  Eng- 
land, p.  194. 

(6)  See  Statutes  at  Large.  Called  the  Star 
tute  Merchant  for  the  Recovenr  of  l!)ebts.' 

(r)  Statutes  at  Large.  Cokeys  Inst.  Part.  II. 
p.  331,  &c. 

C ^See  Collier's  Eccle^^stical  History,  p.435. 
'  \e)  Chroa.  T.  Wikes,  p.  lir^ 


]> first  care  was  to  reform  several  abuses,  intra* 
{  duccd  in  his  absence,  particularly  in  the  admi^ 
(iL^ttation.   \1V)  that  end  he  called  a  parliament 
I  soon  utter  his  arti^d  to  meet  at  Westminster  in 
'  Jan.  following ;  where  the  necessity  of  reform- 
I  iiig  such  grtat  abuses  being  propounded,  the  - 
'  judges  were  had  all  under  examination,  and 
j  upon  a  plain  proof  of  their  extortions,  they 
!  were  fined  to  pay  these  followinesuills :  sir  R. 
dc  Ilengliam,  cluef  justice  of  tho King's  Bench, 
7000  murks  if).    Sir  J.  Lovctot,  justice  of  the 
common  pleSis,  5000  marks.    Sir  W.  Bramp- 
ton, justice,  the  same  sum.    Sir  S.  Rochester, 
justice  of  assize,  4000  marks.     Sir  Rd.  de  Boy- 
land,  4000  maife.    Sir  Th.  Sodington,  8000 
nuirks ;  Sir  W.  Hopton,  2000  marks ;  the  fbor 
Inst  were  itinerant  justices ;  Sir  W.  de  Saham, 
SOOO'marks ;  R.  Lithebury,  master  of  the  rolls, 
1000  marks;  Roger  Leipester,  1000;  Henry 
Bray,  escheator  and  judge  for  the  jews,  1000. 
Sir  A.  de  Stratton,  chief  baron  of  the  exche- 
qutr  according  to  some,  to  others  only  chief 
clerk  of  the  courts,  no  less  than  34,000  marks; 
and  sir  T.  Wayland,  chief  justice  of  the  com- 
mon pleas,  who  was  found  the  greatest  delin- 
auent,  had  all  his  goods  and  wliole  estate  con- 
fiscated to  die  king,  and  was  also  banished  for 
ever  out  of  the  kingdom.     Hollingshead   in- 
foiTOs  us  that  there  were  but  two  judges  out  of 
^  the  whole  bench  that  were  not  found  faidty, 
John  de  Mctingham,  and  Elias  de  Bekinghnm. 
From  this  time  the  judges  were  obliged  to  swear 
at  the '  eiV^nvnce  into  their  offices,  that  thev 
would  take  no  money  or  present  of  any  kinq, 
except  a  breakfast,  from  such  persons  as  had 
suits  depending  before  them. 

Another  affair  of  consequence  came  before 
this  poi'lianient,  which  was  the  entire  banish- 
ment of  the  Jews  out  of  the  kingdom.  The 
nation  had  long  desired  it ;  but  the  Jews  still 
found  means  to  divert  the  blow  by  largepre- 
scnts  to  the  king,  and^  his  ministers.  Tliey 
wjmtcd  to  pliiy  the  sume^g^me  again  now,  but 
could  not  do  it ;  the  king  being  unable  to  pro- 
tect th(  in  any  longer,  and  unwilling  to  risque 
the  diso'uliiting  his  parliament  on  their  account. 
.Accordiiiciy,  rhe  act  of  banishment  was  passed, 
whereby  their  immoveable  goods  were  confis- 
cated ;  but  they  had  leave  to  carry  awav  the 
re!sf\vith  them :  (The  number  of  these  banished 
Jews,  says  Matthew  of  Westminster,  were 
16,160.)  'To  gratify  the  king  for  this  piece  of 
service  to  the  nation,  in  general,  the  parlia- 
mrnt  wiUini^ly  granted  a  15th.  It  was  at  this 
time,  also,  that  the  statute  called  *  Westiiiin- 
stcr  the  Third,'  otherwise,  from  the  first  words 
of  it,  Quia  Emptores  Tcrrarum*  was  enacted, 
I  (See  Ryley's  Pladt.  P^l.  An.  18  et  19  Kdw.  f .) 
Edward  having  now  his  coflFers  ftiU  of  money 
by  all  the  aforesaid  fin^,  confiscations,  and 
taxes,  began  to  turn  his  thoughts  on  gaining  a 
conquest  much  greater  than  the  last,  and  to 
unite  tlie  crowA  of  Scotland  to  ins  ovm.    Upon 


(f)  Chron.  T.  Wikes,  p.  118.    Chron.  de 
Dunstable.  MSS,  D^iel's  History.  Tindal's 
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the  death  of  Alexander  tlie  Scotch  king,  and 
his  grand-daughter  Margaret,  without  hcl^^  tho 
crown  of  that  kingdom  fell  into  conti-oversy, 
No  less  than  12  corapetitors  stai'tcd  at  once ; 
"who  were  all  descended  from  David,  earl  of 
Huntingdon,  the  younger  brother  of  William 
kiug  of  Scots,  granddithcr  to  the  hte  king 
Alexander.  Edw.  pretending  a  ri^ht  of  supe- 
riority over  that  kingdom,  from  his  ancestors, 
undertakes  U)  decide  the  quant!.  The  regen- 
cy of  Scotland,  to  avoi(f  greater  inconvonien- 
cies,  were  forced  to  make  him  arbitrator,  and 
the  six  chief  com pefitors  to  stand  to  his  award. 
John  Baliol,  lord  of  Galoway,  and  llob,  Bruce, 
both  descended  from  the  aforesaid  David,  had 
the  plainest  and  most  uidisputable  claim, — 
The  fin»t  step  that  Edward  took  in  this  matter 
was  a  peaceable  one,  which  was  to  ensure  the 
succession  of  the  kingdom  oT  Scotlancl  to  his 
posteiity.  by  a  marriage,bctwixt  his  eldest  son, 
prince  Edw.  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Eric 
ling  of  Nonvay,  by  Margaret  ^  the  only  d-mghter 
of  Alexander,  who  was,  at  her  grandfather's 
death,  the  undoubted  heiress  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland.  The  king  s^nt  messengers  into  Nor^ 
.  way  to  treat  about  Uiis  marriage,  and  Eric  gave 
bis  consent,  so  far  as  it  was  consistent  w  ith  tJle 
desires  of  the  Scotish  nobility,  &c.  and  the 
good  of  that  kingdom.  The  articles  on  whick 
tins  marriage  was  to  have  been  consummsited, 
are  given  at  length  in  dr.  Brady.  This  grand 
design  w:as  totally  frusUated  by  tlie  <lc«th  of 
the  young  queen  of  Scotland,  m  her  voyage 
towards  England  for  ihut  purpose,  which  left 
the  field  open  for  the  rest  of  the  competitors  to. 
pursue  their  seperatc  claims.  VAw.  now  had 
.  another  game  to  play ;  and  that  was  to  protend 
a  right  to  an  absolute  dominion  over  die  crovrn 
of  Scotland,  in  case  of  such  an  accident,  and 
to  set  up  himself  as  umpire  in  the  several  con- 
tests for  that  crown.  To  that  end  he  sum- 
moned a  parliament  to  meet  at  Norham,  on  tlie 
confines  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and  on  the  10th 
of  May,  1291,  by  the  king's  command,  tlie  no- 
bility, prelates,  kniglits,  and  many  other  of 
botli  kingdoms,  met  at  that  place,  (Sie  Mat. 
We$tm.  sub  hoc  anno);  i  where  liogcr  Braban- 
zon,  chief  justice  of  Enjland,  in  the  presence 
of  a  public  notary,  and  witnesses  purpuscly 
palled,  in  the  kuij^'s  name,  told  dicni,  tliat, 
*  he  taking  notice  in  what  contlu'ion  the  nation 
bad  been,  since  the  death  of  Aleximder  their 
histkin«r  and  his'cluldrcn,  (out  of  tlie  aflfectttm 
be  bad  tor  them  and  iill  the  inhabitants  tlicreof, 
whose  protection  and  safeguard  was  well  known 
to  belong  tq  him,  and  for  the  doing  right  to  all 
that  claimed  the  kingdom  and  tliepublic  peace ; 
to  shew  them  his  superiority  ancif  direct  domi- 
nion, out  of  divers  clnt)niclcs  and  monuments, 
preserved  in  several  monasteries)  purposed  to 
'use  his  right;  but  yet  to  do  justice  to  Ml>  witl:- 
put  usurpation  or  diminution  of  their  liberties, 
and  to  demand  their  dssent  to,  and  recognition 
of  his  poperiority  and  direct  dominion  over 
them/  The  chief  justice  having  ended  his 
harangue,, and  the  Scottish  lords  uiere  present 
understaoding  bis  meaning,  they  retjuired  tiiQ^ 


to  consult  with  such  of  ^hcir  several  orders  as 
were  absent,  which  the  king  granted  them  to 
the  next  day  only,  Accordin^y,  the  n^xt  day. 
May  XI,  tliey  all  met  again,  m  the  church  of 
NOrhara,  and  then  they  earnestly  pressed  tlie 
king  to  give  them  longer  time, to  consult  with 
such  as  were  absent,  and  juiswer  to  his  de- 
mands concerning  their  recognition  of  his  su-» 
periority  and  direct  dominiou  qver  the  realm  of 
Scotland  which  he  h;id  clauncd  as  his  right. 
Upon  deliberation,  the  king  gave  them  time  dll 
tlie  2d  of  June  next,  and  on  that  day,  precisely 
they  were  to  answer  to  his  demand ;  and  if 
they  had  any  evidence,  which  couki  e^^clude 
him  from  his  right  aforesaid,  tliey  were  then  ta 
exhibit  them.  And  that  they  might  the  better 
understanrl  his  title,  and  make  t\mv  objections 
ajrainst  it,  the  bp.  ijf  Durham  was  appointed  to 
declare  it  to  the  nobihty  and  prelates  there  pre* 
sent.  After  the  king  of  England**  title,  to  ^o 
dominion  of  Scotland,  had  been  thus  declared, 
on  the  2d  of  June,  the  bps.  pi«lates,  carls,  ha» 
rons,  &c.  representing  the  whole  community  of 
Scotland,  met,  in  order  to  sell  their  comitry, 
says  our  authority,  in  a  green  plain,  on  tho 
hanks  of  tlie  Tweed,  directly  opposite  to  the 
castle  of  Norham,  where  lidw.  then  resided  (^), 
To  them  was  sent  the  bp.  of  Bath  and  W^lls, 
to  demand  in  the  kmg's  name,  *  what  they  had 
done  since  the  last  meeting  ;  and  whether  they 
wouW  say,  exhibit,  propound,  or  shew  any 
thing  that  could  or  ought  to  exclude  the  king  of 
England  fi*om.the  right  and  exercise  pf  the  si\-r 
periority  and  direct  dominion  over  the  king, 
4oui  of  Scotland*;  and  that  they  would  there 
and  then  exhibit  it,  if  they  believed  it  was  e\^r 
pedient  for  them;  protesting,  in  the  king** 
name,  that  he  would  faviurahly  hear  them, 
allow  what  was  just,  qr  report  what  was  said  to 
the  kinii;  and  his  council;  that  upon  their  deli-t 
beration  they  might  do  what  justice  required/ 
Upon  repeated  demands  the  Scots  answered 
nothing ;  whereupon  the  bp.  recapitulated  all 
that  had  been  said,  at  the  last  meeting,  relax 
tine  to.  the  king*s  claim  ;  and  a  public  notary 
bcinji  present,  the  riii;ht  of  deciding  the  confro- 
vcrsy  between  the  several  competitors,  for  tli^t 
kiii'idoni,was  entered  in  fonn  fortlij;  kin^of  Fn«r- 
land.  After  which,  the  said  hp.  besinnmg  with 
Robert  Bru-s  lord  of  Annandale,  and  one  pf 
those  tluit  claimed  the  ridit  of  succession  to 
tliq  crown  of  Scotland,  lie  ivsked  him,  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  bps,  rayl:i,  barons,  &c. 
*  whether,  in  demanding  his  said .  rijrht,  ho 
would  answer  and  receive  justice  from  the 
king  of  Enj»land,  as  superior  and  cUrc9t  lord 
over  the  kingdom  of  Scotland?*  Who  presently, 
publicly,  openly,  and  expressly,  in  the  presence 
of  them  all,  and  the  public  notary,  none  contra* 
dieting  or  gainsaying,  answered,  *  that  he  did 
acknowledge  the  king  of  England  superior  and 
direct  lord  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland;  and 
that  he  would,  from  and  before  him,  as  sucl^, 
demand,  answer,  and  receive  justice.' — ^The 


(£)  See  Brad/»  Comp.  HbU  VoL  iL  p,  ^9^ 
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bp.  dien  proceeded  ^th  all  the  9tlier  compe- 
titors in  like  manner,  who  had  the  same  ques- 
tion put  to  them,  and  received  from  them  the 
same,  answer;  and  tliey  did  not  only  make 
this  puhiic  recognition,  but  they  all  joined  in 
letters  patent  to  the  king  to  corroborate  the 
same;  which  letters  patents  are  pre9er\:ed  in 
Mat.  Westm.  and  m  Bi*ad/s  Comp.  liist. 
vol:  ii.  App.  No.  ii. 

The  consequence  of  all  this  was,  tliat  the  af- 
^ir  of  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Scotland 
was  debated  by  commissioners  of  both  na- 
tions, to  the  mmiber  of  fourscore  in  ail ;  and 
the  king  was  to  give  judgment  accordinjj  to 
equity  and  justice.  Ttie  disquisition  of  this 
matter  is  amply  taken  notice  of  by  most  of  onr 
more  modepi  historians ;  and,  as  the  En«:lish 
f^arhament  had  yet  nothing  to  do  with  the  con- 
troversy, it  is  unnecessary  here.  But  at  the 
time  that  Edward  had  ajipointed  to  give  sen- 
tence in  this  weighty  affair,  a  full  parliament 
was  summoned  to  meet  at  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  where  all  the  commissioners  appeared, 
pis  well  as  all  the  candidates,  by  themselves  or 
proxies;  and  where  John  Baliol  was  de- 
clared, in  full  ps^iiument,  to  be  the  only  per- 
son that  had  a  riglit  of  possession.  Edwarti 
therefore  adjudged  the  crown  of  Scotland  to 
kim;  saving,  however,  to  himself  and  sue-, 
cessors,  the  right  of  prosecuting  their  preten- 
sions to  the  said  kmgdom,  whenever  they 
thought  proper.  It  was  not  long  after  tliis 
that  Buliol  found,  the  bad  effects  of  his  sub- 
jection, being  often  summoned  to  appear  be- 
fore Edw.  in  person,  on  the  k^re  complaint*  61 
private  people ;  by  which  he  was  become  ra- 
ther the  absolute  slave  than  vassal  to  the  king 
of  England.  And,  in  a  parliament  held  in 
1293,  thb  king  of  Scotland  was  obliged  to 
stand  at  the  bar,  like  a  private  person,  and  an- 
swer to  an  accusation  brought  against  him  for 
denying  justice,  and  injprisoning  the  carl  of 
File.  Baliol,  in  pica  to  the  accusjition,  allcdged 
that,  as  it  concerqctj  his  crown,  he  could  not 
answer  td  it  without  first  advising  witli  iiis  sub- 
jects (A).  This  excuse  not  being  decnjcd  valid, 
the  parlii^ment  prtlered  that  tiu*ec  of  lys  prin- 
cipal castles  should  be  seized  into  the  king's 
hands  till  he  gave  full  satisfaction,  .  Tlie  Eng- 
lish authors  allimf,  that  before  the  sentence 
was  pronounced,  Baliol  presented  a  petition, 
acknowledging  the  sovereignty  of  the  king  of 
England  over  Scotland,  and  praying  Edw.  to 
allow  kim  time  till  he  coiild  consult  ins  parli&r 
ment(j).  As  soon  as  he  had  stouped  so  Iqw  a.s 
to  petition^  his  demand  was  granted,  and  a 


(A)  The  whole  process,  after  the  summons, 
of  this  matter,  relating  to  Macduff,  the  son  of 
Malcolm  earl  of  Fife,  will  be  found  at  lai^e  in 
Ryley's  Plac,  Pari.  p.  192,  &c. 

(i)  The  petition  was  made  by  his  own  mouth, 

before  the  king  and  council,  and  delivered  in 

'  wridng.    The  form  of  it  is  in  Riley's  Plac. 

Pari.  p.  15d,  in  Frencfai  translated  byTyrrd, 


certain  day  was  assigned  him  to  appear.  Tlie 
^co^  king  went  back  into  his  own'  country ; 
but  so  incensed  at  the  affront  he  had  received, 
tliat  he  was  bent  upon  trying  all  means  to  free 
himself  fiom  so  intolerable  a  yoke. 

About  this  time  an  accident  happened  that 
seemed  favourable  to  Baliol's  design.  The 
king  of  France  had  by  a  stratagem  seized  upon 
the  district  of  Guienne,  in  Nonnandy,  on  so 
slight  an  occasion  as  a  private  quarrel  betwix^ 
some  English  and  French  mariners.  Edward 
therefore  summoned  his  parliament  to  meet  at 
Westminster  soon  afler  Whitsuntide  in  1^94; 
whom  he  acquainted  with  the  loss  of  Guienne, 
and  the  ill  usage  he  had  received  from  the 
French  king.  John',  king  of  Scotland,  wa$ 
aUo  present  at  thi*  parliament;  and,  when 
they  were  told  by  Edward's  ambassadors 
the  shuffling  answers  they  had  from  the 
French  king,  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
to  recover  the  duchy  of  Guienne  by  force 
of  arms.  John  Baliol  ^hted  to  ^.dward 
towards  the  expcnce  of  this  war,  the  revenues 
of  his  paternal  estate  in  England  for  3  years. 
Notwithstanding  this  concession  of  the  Scotch 
kin^  he  hoped  for  greater  advantages  from 
tiiis  nipture ;  and  accordingly  he  concluded  a 
secret  alliance  with  the  king  of  France,  and 
promised  to  invado  England  as  soon  as  Edw. 
transported  his  armies  abroad.  Edward  got 
intelligence  of  this  plot,  coiitrived  against  him 
at  Paris,  and  called  anotlier  parliament  at 
Westminster,  in  Order  to  lay  before  them  the 
state  of  his  aifairs.  Here  the  laity  agreed  to 
allow  the  king  the  11th  part  of  their  goods,  the 
clergy  the  10th,  and  tlie  merchants  a  7th. — 
Edward  having  got  this  supply,  neglected  hw 
more  foreign  concerns,  and  entifely  bent  his 
mind  on  the  conquest  of  Scotland ;  which 
would  be  of  much  greater  importance  to  him 
than  the  other.  But  to  prevent  the  king  of 
Scotland's  designs,  he  cj/emanded  of  him  the 
three  castles  aforementioned,  which  Baliol,  to 
amuse  and  gain  time,  actually  delivered  him. 
However,  being  assured  of  his  revolt,  Edw.  lost 
no  time  with  him,  btit  marched  his  whole 
army  directly  for  Scotland ;  and  Baiiol,  be- 
ing certain  of  assistance  from  France,  bids  de^ 
fiunce  to  Edw.  renounced  his  oath  and  his  al- 
legiance, as  unlawfully  promised;  alledging 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  stares,  to  do  any  such  acts.  *  And 
now,  says  Daniel,  began  the  contests  between 
the  ttvo  nations,  which  spik  more  Christian 
blood,  did  raoremischief,  and  continued  longer, 
that  any  wai*s  that  ^e  read  of,  between  wnj 
two  people  in  the  world.' 

We  shall,  however,  pursue  these  wars  no 
farther  than  is  consistent  with  our  design ;  suf» 
fice  it  to  say  that  Edw.  in  a  short  space  of 
time  overrun  all  Scotfand,  and  reduced  Baliol 
with  the  rest  of  the  nobility  to  sue  to  him  for 
peace.  Afber  which,  he  called  a  parliament 
to  meet  at  Berwick,  Aug.  24,  1296,  to  which 
came  all  the  Scotish  nobility,  and  did  their 
homage  and  feahy  to  him  in  a  most  submissive 
maanerj  bindiDg  them^elTes  to  serve  him  fattli* 
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luiiy  ogauist  aU  luitions,,  and  to  come  lochia 
Assistance  at  any  time  iuid  place  he  should  re- 
•ouire  them;  moreover,  diey  ail,  upon  die 
JUlcsAed  Evangelists,  solemnly  s^vore  to  observe 
all  thiji  before  the  whole  Eng^lish  parliiuncut. 

The  couquest  of  Scotland  being  thus  com- 
plctedy  Edw.  called  before  him  all  tiic  chief 
.officers,  &c.  of  the  Wckh,  Irish,  and  English 
4u*mie$y  who  had  assisted  him  in  diis  great  ex- 
pedition; he  returned  them  his  thanks  in  a 
.public  manner ;  and  added,  that  the  crown  of 
.England  w&s  eternally  obliged  to  them  for  their 
aenrices.  He  aftexwards  put  an  end  to  this 
jparUament. 

On  the  3rd  of  Nov.  in  the  same  year,  Ed- 
ward met  his  parliament  a^ain  at  St.  Edmonds- 
Imry.  They  were  called,  m  order  to  raise  sub- 
jftidies  for  carrying  on  the  war  n$;aiu8t  France, 
ivhicfa  he  had  determined  to  prosecute  widi  tlie 
utmost  vi|rour.  The  laity  contributed  cheer- 
Mly  t^  t!:LLs  (:\pi  fiiLion,  «nd  taxed  themselves, 
<iie^  citi^cri^i  aoii  bur^C!=2^es  an  8di  penny,  die 
nest  of  xlic  iaity  a  13th,  The  clerg^,  hpwever, 
ftpenlj  refused  lo  j^ive  any  diing,  saying,  *  That 
they  cowid  neither  give  tior  grant,  neitl^er  could 
jth£  kjne  receive  aiiy  sal^sidy  from  them,  with- 
jDpt  both  iiii  uirio^  a  ficntence  of  excommuni- 
€)«tiQa,  which  was  if i eluded  in  the  pope's  bull 
to  that  purjjose.*  Tiic:  king  was  much  dis- 
Uleased  at  this  aiiJ^wci',  but  nevertheless  gave 
tt\imu  tiijie  to  think  upon  it ;  and  required 
tht^m  to  meet  him  (ii!;ain  the  14th  of  Jan.  1297, 
,«t  Lciiduii ;  iki y.l\tch  time  ^d  ptacc  diis  par- 
liament was  afijourned.  The  day  being  come, 
.and  the  pailiament,  with  the  clei^  met,  Ro- 
bert de  Winchehica,  abp.  of  Caaterbury,  made 
the  following  speech  to  his  brethren : — 

*  My  lords^ — ^It  is  very  well  knov^  n  to  you 
tmd  all  the  world,-  that  under  the  Almighty 
God  we  have  both  a  sjoiiitual  lord  and  a 
lemjporal  one.  The  spu-itual  lord  is  our 
Jioly  father  jthe  pope,  and  the  temporal^  our 
lord  the  king.  And  though  we  owe  them 
^]both  obedience,  yet  we  are  under  more 
subjection  to  the  spiritual.  But  to  do  all  that 
is  in  our  power  to  please  both,  we  arc  wiUing 
to  send  special  messengers  to  our  holy  father 
the  pope,  at  oar  own  expence,  to  desire  that 
he  would  grant  us  leave  to  oblisc  the  king  in 
this  matter ;  or,  at  least,  we  sluiU  have  an  an-  , 
^wer  from  him  what  we  ought  to  dp.  We 
>do  believe,  that  our  sovereign  lord  the  king  is 
>tf  icarinl  of  inc4irriug  this  «>enteuce  of  excoin- 
.lauxucatioa  as  we  ourselves  can  be.  So,  my 
^iear  loi^B,  we  desire  that  you  would  send  some 
v^lect  pei3M>n8  out  of  youf  body,  to  inform  the 
king  of  diis  matter,  for  we,  verily,  notwidi- 
^taodi^g  we  know  the  kipg's  anger  to  be  raised 
i^gainst  vs,  dare  Co  ^p^^  tS^  truth  at  all 
iimes/  We  find  that  the  king  was  not  so  much 
afraid  of  the  pope's  bull  as  the  9hp,  pretended. 
.  For,  he  had  no  sooner  beard  the  aeigg*g  an- 
>wier  to  hisjdeomnd,  than  he  immc^iiately  put 
the  abp*  and  the  whole  bodjr  of  the  English 
xlergy^  out  of  his  protection  aod  defence ;  and 
.dorderad  that  aH  their  laiuis  and  possessions. 
JfcfaroHKhottt  tbe  whofe  maim,  show  be  seized 


to  his  use.  This  edict  had  the  cojisest  of  the 
earls,  &c.  who  ooiibUtutcd  this  parlituucnt, 
which  continued  to  sit  whilst  all  the  bishop.4 
were  cxcludecj.  The  chief  justice  of  the  kin|;*s 
bench,  siliiu«4  in  has  tribunal,  says  iLnyghton, 
pronounced  sentence  a/^ajONt  the  clergy'  in  these 
words : — *  You  that  are  t'le  proctors,  or  attor 
nies,  for  the  abps.  bpo.  abl>ots,. and  priors,  with 
che  rest  of  die  clergy,  Uikc  notice  to  acquaint  all 
your  mabters,  that,  for  the  future,  no  manner 
of  justice  sliall  be  done  them  in  any  of  tlie 
kini!:*s  couits,  on  any  cause  whatsoever ;  but 
justice  shall  be  had  a<;ainst  diem  to  c\ery  one 
that  will  complain  and  require  it  of  us.' 

Edward  did  not  prosper  so  well  in  this 
French  Aiar  as  he  haa  done  in  the  last  The 
Scots  took  the  advantage  of  his  absence  to  re- 
volt ;  and,  under  the  conduct  of  Win.  Wallace, 
committed  great  ravages  in  England.  Neidicr 
were  diiugs  quite  well  at  home ;  Edward 
before  his  departure  having  greatly  disobliged 
some  of  his  lords ;  of  which  the  earl  of  Here- 
ford, high  const^ible  of  England,  and  Roger 
Bygot,  earl  luareschitl^  were  die  chic£  These 
great  men  raised  an  uisurrection  in  the  king's 
absence ;  by  wliich  means,  and  by  the  revolt  of 
the  Scots,  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  was  much 
endangered.  The  occasion  of  this  quarrel  ii 
said  hy  Holhi^shead  and  odiers  to  have  hap^ 
pened  at  a  parUament  called  to  meet  at  Sa- 
lisbury, at  which  meeung  the  clergy  were  to- 
tally excluded.  The  king  iusisted  that  most 
of  the  nobility,  there  present,  should  attend 
liim  to  the  French  war,  but  many  excused 
themselves,  whereat  Edw.  bcinj»  i^reialy  moved, 
})lainly  tokl  them  that  they  should  go,  or  he 
would  uive  their  lan(li»  to  those  tjiat  would. 
The  nobles  were  very  iuuch  oftended  at  this 
bluntne>s  in  the  kin»i ;  and  some  of  dicm, 
the  chirt'est,  viz.  the  carl  of  Hereford  and  the 
earl  marcbchal,  told  the  king,  that  they  were 
ready  to  attend  hnn,  if  he  wont  in  p<T.sf>n, 
otherwise  they  would  not  go.  The  manschal 
added,  that  if  the  kin;;  went,  he  should  wil- 
lingly attx^nd  him  in  his  wui-s,  and  Utkc  his 
hereditar}'  po:>t  in  the  vanguard  of  the  army. 
*  But,*  says  the  king, '  you  shall  go,  wlu^lher  I 
do  or  not.'  *  I  am  not  so  bound,'  quoth  the 
earl,  *  neither  do  I  purpose  to  go  without  you.' 
The  king,  then  in  a  great  nige,  ssud,  *  By  God, 
sir  curl,  you  shall  either  go  or  hang.'  *  And 
sir  king,  by  die  same  outli,'  replied  the  earl, 
boldly,  '  I  will  neither  j;o  nor  liang.*  And  so 
thev  both  left  the  king  abniptly,  without  taking 
any  leave,  and  the  parliament  broke  up,  with- 
out doing  any  further  bujsiness.  Edward,  after 
this,  resolved  to  go  over  in  person,  but  the 
lords  would  not  go  aldng  with  him.  Vet,  not- 
withstanding the  ill  correspondence  between 
the  king  and  these  great  men  at  dns  assembly^ 
it  seems  they  agreed  well  enough  how  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  clergf ;  for  Tyrrel,  from  rni  ano- 
ftymous  Chronicle  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  re- 
ktes,  '  That  the  kii;g  and  his  barons  and 
knights  there  assembled,  passed  an  ordinance, 
that  if  the  derg^  did  not  make  their  peace 
witH  the  king,  w  ithin  a  certain  time  then  U« , 
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snited,  ^bej  shouW  losip  all  rtmt  was  afhmdr 
•eized  by  the  king,  and  it  sbtjuld  not  be  iawl^ 
for  any  one,  from  thcTicclbrth,  to  hnve  any 
common  detthng  witli  them.*— bc«  Tyrrd's 
Hi -it,  of  England,  vol.  iiL  p.  lOT. 

But,  to  close  up  the  di1fcrence«  with  the 
dLsconrentcd  loiffe  in  time»  the  regents  thOiui;ht 
proper  to  call  a  pjorliamcnt  in  pnnce  Edvrard's 
ndmc,  and  to  summon  them  to  meet  at  Lon- 
don, OB  the  10th  of  Oct.  1*297.  The  h»n*s  pai<l 
a  \»  illing  obedience  to  this  new  bamracmi  from 
their  fuim-c  kinj^,  and  cxmc  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed.  Ifo^vever,  they  did  not  come 
fi'ithout  a  strong  guard  to  secure  their  pcr»f)ns; 
faaTing  500  horsemen,  well  armed,  and  a  lart^e 
body  of  choice  foot  to  attend  them.  Nor 
would  they  enter  the  city,  until  they  were  al- 
knsed  to  place  a  sathcient  number  of  their  ov\n 
naen  at  each  gate  of  it  for  their  better  secoritv. 
This  being  gnmted,  tlie  lords  come  quietly  to 
their  st*t^  in  parfiament ;  where,  after  many 
consultations,  the  lords  would  agree  to  no  re- 
conciliation, unless  the  king  would  consent  to 
confirm  Magna  Charta,  and  the  Charter  of 
Forests,  with  some  additional  ariicles:  and 
that  he  woul(f*neithc»r  desire  nor  exact  any  aid 
or  rexatious  tax  either  from  the  clergy  or  the 
people,  for  the  fbture,  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  his  (ireat  Men.  Further  thsit  all 
rancour  and  malice  mijjht  from  hencolbrth  be 
removed  from  the  mmds  of  tliem  aiid  all 
others  lieir  associates,  the  following  writijig 
wAs  afreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  in 
thest  words: — - 

'  No  manner  of  tax  or  aid  shall  either  bo 
imposed  or  gathered  by  ws  or  our  heirs,  for  tiie 
iiiUire,  on  our  kingdom,  without  tlie  common 
consent  and  free-will  of  the  abps.  bps.  and 
other  prelates,  the  earls,  barons,  knights,  bur- 
gesses, and  other  free  mei!  of  this  n^alm.  We 
will  not  take  to  ourself  any  corn,  wool,  hides, 
or  any  other  kind  of  goods  whatsoever,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  per-un  to  wlium  such 
goods  belong.  We  will  not  take  fur  the  future,' 
in  any  name,  or  on  any  occasion  what>oevcr. 
evil  toll  (A)  of  any  pack  of  wool.  We  \^  ill  and 
grant  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  all  the  clergy 
and  laity  of  the  kinjxdora  shall  have  all  their 
laws,  liberties,  and  customs,  us  finely  and 
fully  as  ever  they  euioyed  them  at  any  time. 
And  if  any  thing  be  enai-ted  or  ordained 
against  any  article  in  this  present  writing  by 
U8  or  our  ancestors,  or  any  new  customs  intro- 
duced, we  will  and  grant  that  such  customs  or 
statute^  be  for  ever  imll  and  void.  We  do 
remit  also,  to  Humphry  de  Bohtin,  earl  of 
Hereford  and  E«set,  constable  of  England; 
Roger  Bygot,  ear!  of  Norfolk,  mareschal  of 
England ;  and  others  the  earls,  barons,  knights, 
esqoiits,  and  to  John  de  Ferrars,  and  to  aa 


(Jfc)  Mlda  Tolia,  Evfl  ToU.—See  Spclraan's 
Glossarium  ad  Decern  Scriptores.  The  tax^ 
was  408.  for  every  sadt  of  wool. — SeeStntutcs 
at  Large^  and  CoWs  8d  Ifist  p.  5^;  for  tbir 
nemorabfe  sttHu^e. 


others  his  colleagues  and  confederates,  slnd  alsa 
to  all  tliose  that  hold  201.  lands,  either  of  as  itt 
chief  or  of  others  in  otir  kingdom  who  were 
summoned  to  go  into  Flanders  and  did  not 
appear,  all  manner  of  rancour  and  Sl-wilf 
which  for  the  aforesaid  causes  we  might  have* 
taken  against  them,  and  also  all  kinds  of  tmn»* 
gressions  which  to  us  or  ours  raay  have  beea 
done,  to  the  making  of  this  present  writing. 
And,  for  the  greater  security  of  this  matter^ 
we  will  and  gi'ant,  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that 
all  abps.  and  bps.  of  Bngbind  shall  for  ever  in 
then*  cathedral  cfatirches  have  this  present 
writing  read,  and  shaH  pnblickly  excommant- 
cate  as  well  there  as  cause  it  to  oe  done  in  the 
several  parish  churches  throughout  their  dio- 
ceses, ttviee  in  a  year,  all  those  who  shall  sock 
to  weaken  the  force  of  these  presents  in  any 
article,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever.  In  tes-^ 
timony  of  wlrich  we  have  put  our  seal  to  this 
present  \\Titing,  together  with  the  seals  of  the 
abps.  bps.  earis,  baroa?,  and  others,  who  of 
tlieh-  own  accord  swore  to  observe  strictly  the' 
tenor  of  these  presents,  in  afl  and  every  arti- 
cle, to  the  best  of  d»eir  powers.  And  for  the 
due  obsen-ance  of  wWcn  they  promised  alt* 
their  aid  and  advice  for  ever." 

The  young  Prince  d?d  not  hesitate  to  cott^ 
firm  the  decree,  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power; 
and  gave  the  olFcnding  lords  bis  Ictterg  patents 
to  tliem  and  all  their  followers,  that  no  harm 
should  come  to  them ;  and  promised  also  in 
the  said  letters  that  he  would  do  his  utmost  to 
induce  his  father  to  consent  to  all  their  dfr- 
mands.  Likewise  all  the  king's  cmmcil,  pre- 
sent at  this  pariiament,  promised  to  act  ac- 
cordingly. Messengers  were  immediately  db- 
patched  to  the  king  in  Flanders,  with  letters 
imimating,  that  if  he  regarded  his  own  honour 
and  safety,  or  hoped  to  preserve  his  kingdom, 
he  shoulcf  send  back  the  aforesaid  articles  con- 
firmed and  sealed.  The  king  bcmg  driven  to 
a  strait,  took  3  days  to  consider  of  this  mes- 
8:igc ;  and  tlien,  that  he  might  gain  the  hearts 
of  the  revolters  once  more  to  him,  consented 
to  all,  and  confirmed  them  accordingly;  For 
this  extraordinary  concession  of  the  king,  the 

f)arliamcnt  granted  him  a  9th  penny  on  the 
aity;  and  the  abp.  of  Canterbury  with  his 
clei^  a  10th;  the  abp.  of  York,  with  hia 
clorjn%  who  were  more  in  the  neighbourhood 
of- danger,  a  5th  pennv,  as  a  subsidy  to  carry 
on  the  war  against  Scotland. 

Ed^varrl  having  concluded  a  trace  for  two 
yenrs  with  Fmnce,  turned  aU  his  thoughts  on 
Sc<»tland,  and  sent  word  to  the  carl  of  War-. 
ren,  his  general,  not  to  proceed  with  the 
army  any  fiuther  than  Berwick  tilt  his  iOtiira. 
He  arrived  there  in  person  some  short  time 
af^;  and  the  first  tning  he  did  wmt  to  m^ 
move  die  cottits  of  Exchecmer  and  Kin^^s. 
<Bench  fi?cm  London  to  York;  and  then  he 
called  a  parliament  to  meet  in  that  city,  where 
the  Scotch  lords  were  a|^n  sommoned  to  ap- 
pear at  it;  which  ttier  not  regarding,  he  sent 
oet  his  commiasioa  of  arravy  ordering  aU  hb 
subjects  to  be  ready  mink  K^rsc  and  bmnit%%,, 
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^  Rokesboroogh,  on  the  ftmst  of  St.  John  Bap- 
titt  foilowingy  which  wa«  done  accur(lii)^i»y.  Af- 
ter this  happenc4  the  battle  of  Falkii-k ;  in 
which  the  Lnglish  gained  u  comploat  \ictufy 
over  the  Scotcli  army,  and  retook  ail  the  tow  As 
and  fortreasci  which  had  ^een  lost  in  the  king's 
absence. 

Soon  after  the  king's  return,  he  called  a  par- 
liament to  London  (Ijtjomcet  in  Lent,  V209, 
Tlie  first  thingtbat  >vas  done  at  tins  meet  in}]; 
wa«  to  read  before  them  the  Pope's  instruuit'nt 
of  award,  between  tlie  two  kings  of  Fmnce  and 
England,  who  had  <  agred  to  niak^e  liini,  i\s  a 
private  person,  only,  under  the  name  of  Be- 
nedict Cajetan,  the  amicable cx>mp(>^er  and  ar- 
biter of  all  want,  contiovcrsiesTditicrences,  and 
causes  whatever  moved  between  them.  This 
character  was  worthy  o^  the  ('hristian  Pontiif ; 
and  accordingly  he  did  award  and  pronounce : 
1.  That  there  sinould  be  a  firm  and  stable  peace 
between  the  two  kinss.  2.  That  the  voluntary 
forbearing  of  hostility,  and  the  truce  lnt(.'ly 
made  ana  confirmed  between  the  two  kings, 
ice.  should  be  inviolably  observed.  3.  Tliut  tlie 
king  of  England  should  mapry  Margaret  the  king 
of  1* ranee's  sister,  and  endow  her  with  15,0001. 
Toumois  (i.  e.  37501.  st.)  per  an.  4.  That  L>a- 
bel,  the  daughter  of  the  ting  of  France,  not 
then  7  years  old,  should,  at  convenient  time, 
be  married  to  Ed.  the  king  of  England^  son, 
Uien  13 years  of  age,  with  the  dower  of  li},OO0l. 
Toumois  per.  an.  5.  That  all  goods  on  cither 
side,  ships  especiallv,  taken  before  the  war, 
and  then  not  embezzled  or  debtroyed, -should  be 
restored ;  and  if  destroyed  and  not  to  be  found, 
then  either  king  to  make  satisfaction  at  tlie  re- 
quest of  each  otlier.  6.  That  all  the  lands,  vas- 
sals, and  goods,  which  the  king  of  England  had 
in  France  before  the  war,  which,  he  may  have 
»^tored  to  him  by  virtue  of  tliis  comprontise, 
he  should  have  and  enjoy  under  sucl)  conditi(;ns 
and  security  as  shiUl  be  awarded.  7.  That  all 
the  landsf  vassals,  and  goods,  which  the  king  of 
France  was  then  possessed  of,  that  were  the 
king  of  {England's  before  the  war,  and  those 
the  king  of  England  was  tlien  possessed  of, 
should  be  put  into  the  hands  and  posses- 
sion of  the  rope,  and  so  to  remain  until  the 
kings  themselves  agreed  about  them,  or  he 
should  order  what  was  therein  to  be  done,  with- 
out pre)  udice  to  the  land^  vassals,  and  goods; 
or  the  kings,  as  to  the  possession,  detention  or 
property  of  them.'  This  award  was  dated  at 
the  Pope's  palace  at  Rome,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1S98,  26th  Ed.  L ;  to  which,  when  it  was 
read  m  pariiiunent,  all  the  clergy  and  laity  gave 
it^hr  consent. . 

In  the  spring  of  ISOO,  Edward  made  another 
inroad  into  Scotland,  and  again  subdued  those 
resolnte  spirits^  and  obliged  them  to  sue  to  him, 
in  a  most  submissive  manner,  for  peace.    At 


^  {I)  This  parliament,  as  Stowe  writes,  vvas 
held  at  Stel^nheath,  [Stepney,]  near  London, 
in  the  house  of  Henry  WailieSi  then  Mayor  of 
Ijoadon.-*Stiowc's  Chron. 


his- return,  tie  issued  ottt  writs,  dated  at  Ber^ 
uick,  ibr  calling  a  parliament  to  meet  him  at 
Wesoninster  the  2d  Sunday  in  Lent;  in  which 
I  he  Great  Charters  were  renewed  and  confirm- 
Cil,  and  a  new  statute  was  made  for  the  better 
cxplaininL'  them,"  called  <  Articuli  super  Cfua-^ 
taSy  or  articles  upon  the  charters/ — See  Statutes 
at  large,  an.  1300.     Coke's  '^nd  Inst.  537. 

On  tlie  12th  Jan.  1301^  Edward  called  a  par-* 
liiunent  to  meet  al  Lincoln.  At  the  opening 
of  this  assembly,  lloger  de  Brabazon,  the  king's 
chief  secretary  arid  privy  councellor,made  tlicm 
a  speech  on  the  kmg's  boiialf,  to  this  effect* 
*  Iiis  majesty  has  ordered  me  to  let  you  under- 
stand, that  whatever  he  hadi  done  in  his  late 
wars,  hath  been  performed  by  your  joint  con- 
sent and  allowance;  but  that  lately,  by  reason 
of  the  sudden  incursion  of  the  Scots,  and  the 
malicious  contrivances  of  tlie  French,  the  king 
hath  been  put  to  such  extraordinary  expenccs^ 
that  being  quite  destitute  of  money,  he  there- 
fore desires  a  pecuniary  aid  of  you,  viz.  a  loth 
of  your  temporal  estates.'  Hereupon  the  no- 
bility and  commons  began  to  murmur,  and 
complained  grievously  against  the  king's  me- 
nial servants  and  ofiicers,  ibr  saveral  violent 
depredations  and  extortions.  Afterwards,  tliey 
desired  that  the  liberties  contained  iji  the 
Great  Charter  should  remain  for  ever  in  fiill 
I  force.  Also,  they  re<juested  tlie  kiiig  that  the 
j  disforest ings,  by  which  the  richer  sort  hsu)  en- 
croached much  upon  the  poor,  and  which  lie 
I  had  often  promised  should  be  amended,  might 
i  be  now  ordered  to  be  done  without  more^de- 
I  lay.  These  and  some  other  aiticlcs,  which 
tliey  earnestly  pressed  the  king  to  grant,  pro- 
tracted tliis  session  several  days.  At  last,  says 
our  autliority,  tlie  king  perceiving  that  they 
would  not  desist  fixjni  tlieir  demands,  nor  would 
supply  his  necessities  without  they  were  grant- 
ed; lie  answered,  that  he  was  ready  to  do 
what  tiiey  would  have  him,  and  if  they  had 
any  thing  else  to  ask,  it  sliould  be  granted. 
Tlien  the  Charter  of  Liberties  and  that  of  tlie 
Forests  were  again  renewed,  and  scaled  with 
the  king's  seal ;  they  were  afterwards  carried 
into  every  county  in  England,  and  when  read 
before  the  people,  the  sentence  of  the  greater 
excommunication,  as  ordained  by  the  abp.  of 
Canterbury,  and  tlie  rest  of  the  bps.  against 
the  violaters  of  them,  was  proclaimed  amongst 
them.  For  this  confirmation  of  their  liberties, 
this  parUament  granted  the  king  a  15tli  of  tdi 
their  moveable  goods  to  take  place  at  Michael- 
mas following. 

Mr.  Tyrfel  has  given  us  an  abstract  from  an 
old  MS.  Chronicle,  wlierein  tlie  insolent  de- 
mands of  the  barons  run  near  as  high  agauist 
this  great  king,  as  they  did  against  his  weak 
father :  the  oreat  council  of  the  nobility  beii^ 
continued,  alter  the  commons  were  risen,  tiu 
towards  the  fattter  end  of  Lent,  the^  began  to 
fall  upon  several  rash  and  imprudent  prefects 
and  demands;  as,  that  the  chancellor,  chie^ 
justice,  and  treasurer  should  be  chosen  and 
appointed  by  the  community  of  the  kingdom; 
wtuch  80  far  provoked  the  king,  that  b«  re* ' 
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turned  ihem  Ms  r^ln^  answer  :-r-**  I  per- 
ceive you  would  at  your  pleasure  make  your 
kiog  truckle  to  you,  and  bring  him  under  bub- 
jection.  Why  nave  you  not  asked  the  crown 
of  me  also  f  whilst  at  the  same  time  you  look 
Upon  that  as  very  fit  and  necessary  tor  your- 
selves^ which  you  grudge  me  that  am  your 
king:  for  it  io  lawful  for. every  one  of  you,  as 
msLster  of  his  own  fmnlly,  to  take  in,  or  turn 
out  what  servants  he  pleases ;  hut  if  I  may  not 
Appoint  my  chancellor,  chiet-justicc,  justiciary, 
and  treasurer,  I  will  be  no  longer  your  king ; 
yet  if  tliey,  cjr  any  other  ofiicers  shall  do  you 
any  wron^  or  injustice,  and  complaint  be  made 
of  it  to  me,  you  !»hall  then  have  some  reason 
to  complain  if  you  are  not  righted/ — Tliis 
reasonable  answer  made  those  asliamcd  that 
vere  for  these  alterations;  and  the  major  part 
of  the  nobility,  seehig  these  designs  to  be  vuiu 
and  frivolous,  hmnbly  begged  the  kmg's  pardon 
for  their  presumption.  The  king  and  nis  ba- 
rons being  thus  perfectly  reconciled,  an  elegant 
epistle,  as  Mat.  Wcstm.  calls  it,  was  written 
to  the  pope,  sealed  with  100  seals,  in  order  to 
prove  tne  rii^ht;  winch  the  English  kings  had  to 
the  crown  of  Scotland,  from  the  earliest  times, 
against  the  false  suggestions,  adds  he,  of  the 
perjured  S<;ots,  who  nad  avouched  otherwise. 
m  this  parliament,  also,  the  king  created  his 
eldest  son,  prince  Edw.  prince  of  Wi^es  and 
«ai4  of  Chcsjter,  to  die  no  small  joy  of  the 
Welch,  as  this  prince  was  born  amongst  them. 
One  great  end  of  a  parl.'s  bcmg  called  by 
the  king  at  this  time  was,  to  lay  before  them  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  the  pope ;  wherein 
his  Jioliness  claimed  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
as  a  right  belon^ng  to  the  see  of  Rome.  The 
pope  alledged,  m  this  letter,  that  the  king  of 
England,  both  against  reuson  and  justice,  had 
made  tliat  claim ;  for  which  he  gave  the  follow- 
ins^  reasons : — ^  1st.  That  Henry  III.  had  asked 
nii  of  Alexander,  king  of  Scotland,  ligainst 
Simon  Montfort,  and  his  other  rabeilious  ba- 
rons ;  and  the  same  king  Henry  acknowledged 
by  bis  letters,  tiiat  he  sought  not  this  aid  from 
the  said  king  Alex,  as  a  service  due  to  him, 
but  merely  out  of  favour.  2nd.  Wlien  the 
said  kind  Alex,  came  to  tlie  coronation  of  the 
said  Henry,  he  came,  only,  as  a  friend  and  out 
of  kindness,  &c.  And,  as  Edw.  king  of  Eng- 
land, after  the  death  of  Alex,  had  attacked 
and  subdued  the  realm  of  Scotland,  for  want 
of  a  goveraor,  to  himself,  he  declared  it  was 
contrary  to  justice  and  the  liberty  of  tlie  see 
of  Rome.  And  that  tlie  said  king  Edw.  had 
suppres^d  all  the  Scotch  bishops,  and  hold 
thcin  under  subjection  to  him,  against  the  con- 
stitution ofthe  Catholic  church  in  general,  and 
L..^.  i.^  '.:.  .1  riv.  ;..  i..i.;-.  .'.ti/  The  iinir/hy 
the  advice  of  Ins  purlmiijcut^  returned  ihh  mt- 
Bwer  to  tlisit  pai-t  of  the  IeU*?i'  wl^erciu  tlie  popi^ 
caif^manded  Edw.  to  scud  hU  procior^  smd 
inesseii|SPr3  to  the  ctnut  f>f  liorne,  to  shew 
what  ri^ht  he  had  to  cluuii  i}ie  realm  of  Sci^t- 
taod,  *  That  he  did  not  think  fit  to  ?By  nny 
thin^  to  it  hnnscir,  but  that  ihv  ^vhule  B;i|-L>uy 
of  England  would  wnte  lo  Li>  hoiinesii,  that 

^  Vot;L    -      -  ^^  -    -       " 


their  king  could  not  act  in  that  vaaiyier,  nor 
refer  a  right,  which  was  so  clear  and  open,  t6 
the  doubtful  judgment  of  another  court.'  How- 
ever, the  king  himself  thou^it  proper  to  dis- 
semble his  anger  against  the  tiolt  father ;  and 
accordingly  auiwercd  the  pope's  letter  in  ft 
verjr  submissive  manner:  he  was,  also,  very 
copious  in  the  declaration  of  his  right  th|kt  he 
had  to  Scotland,  and  began  his  claim  iroip 
king  Brute  and  his  Trojans ;  and,  no  doubt  to 
amuae  tlie  Itahans  who  could  not  contradict 
it,  carried  his  title  clear  through  the  fabulous 
history  of  Ocufry  Monmouth,  &c.  But  the 
lords  were  more  explicit  in  theirs,  and  made 
out  tlicir  meaning  very  plain  to  his  holiness; 
which  letter  is  prcservea  ia  Rymer's  Faidera» 
and  is  deserving  a  place  in  our  history.  The 
follow  iug  is  a  trani^iation  of  it : — 

*'  To  the  most  holy  Father  in  Christ,  Boni^ 
face,  by  Divine  Providence,  sovereign  Pontiff 
of  the  see  of  Home,  his  obedient  sons,  John 
earl  Warren,  Th.  earl  of  Lancaster,'  Ra!p)i  do 
Mouut-hermer,  earl  of  Qloucester  and  Here- 
ford; Humphry  de  Bohuuj  earl  of  Hertford  and 
Essex,  and  consUible  of  England;  Roger  Bigod, 
earl  of  Norfolk,  and  maresclial  pf  England; 
Guy  earl  of  Warwick,  Richard  earl  of  Arun- 
del, Adomer  de  Valence,  baron  of  Montemevj  ' 
Henry  de  Lancaster,  b. .  of  Monmouth ;  Jonn 
do  Hastings,  b.  of  Bergevcnny ;  H.  de  Percy, 
b.  of  Topdifc;  Edm.  de  Mortimer,  b.  of  Wig- 
more  ;  I{i)b.  Fitz-W^alter,  b.  of  Wodham;  Wm. 
b.  Molyns;  J.  de  St.  John,  h.  of  Hannah; 
Hugh  de  Vere,  b.  of  Swanestampe ;  Wm.  de 
Breuse,  b.  of  Gower;  Rob.  de  Monthault,  b. 
of  Haward}Ti ;  Rob.  de  Tateshall,  b.  of  Buck- 
enham ;  Reiuold  de  Grey,  b.  of  Ruthin;  if, 
de  Grey,  b.  of  Codnore ;  H.  Bardolpb,  b.  of 
Wirmgeye ;  Robert  de  Tonny,  b.  of  Castle«- 
Maude ;  Rob.  de  Clifford,  chattelLaine  of  Ap- 
pleby; Peter  de  Malo  Lacu,  or  Mawley,  b. 
of  Mulgrave ;  Win.  de  Ros,  b.  of  HanUake  ; 
Phihp,  b.  of  Kime;  Rob.  Fiu-Roger,  b.  of 
Clavcring ;  John  de  Mohun~,  b.  of  Danester^ 
Almericiv  de  St.  Amaud,  b.  ot  Widehay ;  Wm. 
de  Ferrers,  b.  of  Groby ;  Alan  de  Zouch,  b.  of 
Ashby ;  Theo.  de  Verdon,  b.  of  Webberiey ; 
Tho.  de  Fumival,  b.  of  Sheffield ;  Thomas  djs 
Multon,  b.  of  Egrcmont;  Wm.  le  Latimer,  K. 
of  Torby ;  Tho.  Barop  Bcrkely;  Fowlk  Fit»- 
Warren,  b.  of  Mitington;  John,  b.  Segrave  ; 
Edm.  de  Eincourt,  b.  of'Thurgarton;  Petei* 
Corbet,  b.  of  Cauz;  Wrii.  do  CatitHupej  b;  of 
Ravensthorpe ;  J,  deBoauchnntp,  b,of  Hacche, 
Roger  de  Mortimer,  li.  l^enkethlin;  John 
Fitz-Reinold,  b.  of  Blenleveny;  !Uip|i  de 
Nevll,  b.  of  Raby;  Rnan  Riu-Abne,  b.  of 
Bedule;  Wm.  Marslial^  b.  of  Hengbam; 
Walter,  b.  of  Huntercf>mbc|  Wm.  Mitrtin,  b- 
of  Cameis;  H.  d^  T\es,  b.  of  Chilton  ;  Roger 
]e  Warre,  b.  of  Isehcld  ;  X  de  Rsvcr^^  b*  af 
An  ere;  Jolm  de  Lancaster,  b.  ofGnst'didc; 
Rob.  Fitz-Pain,b.of  Litiimier ;  H.  Trr^oie,  b!.  <jf 
Garinges;  Ralph  Pipard,  b.  of  Lunford  ;  W&l- 
toT,  b.  Fauconberge;  Jolm  ie  fsU^nee,  b.  of 
.Cnpkyn ;  Roger  te  Strange,  b-  of  Elleamere  ; 
T.  de  Chaurci«,b.  of  Korcon ;  Waitci  de  Beait- 
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champ,  b.  of  AlecBter ;  Rd.  Talhot,  h.  of  Ecclrs- 
wcU;  J.  BotDccourt,  b.  of  Mondahain;  J.  Kn* 
Bsin,  b.  Qf  Colum ;  If.  de  Point/,  h.  of  Corv- 
Malct;  Ad:uu,  b.  of  Well ;  hiiuofi,  \k  of  Moli- 
tacute;  John,  b.  of  Sullc ;  J.  dv  Moilles,  b. 
of  Candfbury ;  Edinuad,  b.  Surtord  ;  J.  Lo- 
vcll,  b.  of  Berekiiigy ;  Edm.  dc  Hiistiiip;,  b.  of 
Enchimchclmok' ;  Ilalph  ritz-Willinm,  b.  of 
Grimthorpe;  Robert dc Scsdcs,  b.  of  NimimIU; 
Win.  Tuchet,  b.  of  Lt* weiihales  ;  J,  ap  Adiuii, 
b.  ofDevcrstoiic;  J.  df*  Havering,  b.  of  Gn»l- 
,ton;  R.  la  Ward,  b.  of  White  Imll;  Nidi,  dr 
Segravc,  b.  ofStowe;  Wattr  do  Tt-v,  b.  of 
Stoncgravc ;  John  dc  Lisle,  b.  of  Wadtoii ; 
Eustace,  b.  Ilacche;  Gil,  PccciH\b.  of  ( 'orbs ; 
Wm.  PaincH,  b.  qf  Trackinirtoii ;  Ikijio  dt-  luu>- 
vill,  b.  of  \Miitc-Miiistcr;  Foiilk  Ic  .Strangle,  b. 
of  .Cortiliani ;  U.  dc  Pvnkcny,  b.  of  \Vi*<lon  ; 
J.  de  Ilodelcston,  b.  ot  Ancys  ;  J.  de  lliintiujj;- 
iield,  b.  of  Bradcnham ;  llii^zh  Pitz-llnirv,  h,. 
of  Bavcnswath ;  J.  Je  Breton,  b.  of  Sporlc*; 
Nicb.  dc  Carruc,  b.  of  Mulesford  ;  Th.  b.  de 
dc  la  Roche ;  Walter  de  Miiucie,  li.  of  'fliorji- 
(on;  Johci  Eit/.-MaiTOadiike,  b.  of  Ilordenc ; 
Joha,  b.  of  Kn*;:>lon;  Rob.  llastiiii^s,  b.  of 
Deturt'C;  Halpli,  h,  Greiidone ;  Wm.  b.  Ley- 
bo  ii  rue  ■  John  d(*  Gre\>tock,  b,  of  Morpetli ; 
M:it.  ritz-Jnlij^  b.  of  Stockenhain ;  Nic.  Mey- 
nill,  b,  of  WhtTlt'>ij;  and  J.  de  Painell,  b".  of 
At^bj  devoutly  kL'ii  bis  bleswni  feet." 

**  Our  holy  mothi»r,  the  church  of  Rome,  bv 
vrhjf>ije  ministry  the  catholic  titith  is  i;ovenied, 
33  we  firmly  bt^ld  iiud  believe,  proceeds  upon 
mature  dibberatlfHv  in  her  reK>kitions;  takes 
cftrii  to  pryudier  Jto  nuui ;  and  is  as  solicitous 
to  prcMTve  the  rkhts  of  other  |)eopfe  as  of  her 
OTiTi.  VL'rily,  bt'uy:  sunuuoned  by  mir  most 
serene  lord,  Kdwunl,  by  the  grace  of  God,  the 
yiu^triauj  king  of  Ku^and,  to  his  ireneral  par- 
liament hold  en  ht  Lincoln,  the  same  our  lord 
the  kjiig  fbewed  iw  some  apo>tolic  lettoi*s, 
which,  uponci^riuiii  affairs  touciung  the  eon- 
dkion  and  state  ci  the  realm  of  Scotland,  he 
liad  received  fr<Jm  your  holiness,  and  seriously 
communicated  them  to  u«  all.  Which  letters, 
Laving  lieard  and  diligently  considered,  we 
were  extremely  shocked  at  the  contents  of 
them^  being  altogether  new  and  unprecedent- 
ed. It  is  ivell  known,,  most  holy  fatlier,  both 
in  these  parts,  and  other  countries,  tliat  the 
realm  ol  England,  from  its  first  institution, 
with  the  kings  thereof,  as  \veli  in  the  tijues  of 
the  Britons  as  Saxons,  hod  an  absolute  dom- 
aion  over  that  of  SeinJand  ;  and,  in  succeeding 
llime;*,  hjtve  al«  ay^  liept  the  possession,  or  the 
superiority  over  the  said  realm,  nor  in  any 
times,  did  the  5aid  i^tdm,  by  any  right 
whiOsoevcr,  bebij|;,  in  temporals,  to  the  see  of 
Eom^y  but  mtlkcr  the  said  realm  of  Scotland 
was  idwav5  feudal  to  tlie  progenitors  of  our 
lord  the  Ving,  fraiu  all  antiquity.  Nor  were 
the  kmp  of  ^otkiid,  or  then*  kingdom,  ever 
subject  Of  acciistamed  to  submit  to  any  otlksr 
tl)«in  to  the  kin^>^  of  Englapd.  Neither  have 
the  kiiiL^s  of  Erij^bind,  in  their  said  kingdom^ 
€rer  sahujitt^  their  rights,  in  tcmpotais,  toi 
uiy  ecclc^i&bucftl  or  secular  court;  have  never 


;  answered  to  tliein,  nor  oi^t  to  ntnswor,  but 
'  ha\'fc  inviolably  obs<.:rve«l  to  keep  up  the  fri'« 
prcH  iniaence,  state,  and  dignity  ol   the  SJiid 
kiaiidoifi,  at  alt  tiuies.     Whence,  upon  a  du* 
'  deHhenit^jn  and  treating  upon  the  coutents  of 
I  your  uienionrble  letter,  the  common  and  una- 
niiifoiis  eon>ent  of  :dl  and  singuhir  was,  i^,  and 
J  will  be,  G<»d  wilhng,  Ibr  ever^   That  our  atbre- 
!  suiil  lord  the  kinj;  miglu  not  to  aiLswA-  judi- 
'  eially  before  yon,  nor  submit  bis  rights  over 
the  reahn  of  JSeotland,  nor  any  other  of  hi>* 
.  r(  uipond  rights  whatsoever,  to  your  doubtful 
!.put;:nient.  ■  N<*ither  has  he  any  reason  to  send 
Ijis  nle^^en;:ers  or  f»roclors  to  plead  for  him  in 
!  yoiu-  prex'nce ;    partUndsu-ly,   when  the  pre- 
j  mises  will  most  manifestly  tend  to  the  disin<* 
i  heririn^  lif  th?  right  of  the  lUiglish  crown,  and 
its  nnal  .dipiity,  and  the  utter  subversion  of 
>  liie  ^tatv  of  the  siild  kingdom^  and.be  a  pre- 
I  jtidire  hr  our  liberties,  CH>tom'<,  and  piiternal 
law.s;  the  observation  and   defence  of  which. 
I  we  .^tjwid  obli^e<r,  by  our  oaths,  to  defend ;  and 
j  whieh,  by  tU*  helj^  of  God,  we  will  with  all 
our  power  a-nd  strength  maintain.     Neither 
shall  we  in  any  wise  permit,  m  we  can  and 
.1  ou;iht  to  hinder,  sueh  nnaccustomed  doings  ; 
I  nor  shall  we  sufter  our  iiforesaid  lord  the  king 
I  in  any  manner  to  attempt  to  do,   if  he  wOul«^ 
I  sueh  undue,   prejudicial,  and  heretofore,  un- 
heard of  actions.    Therefi)re,  we  humbly  and 
reverently   bcseeeh  ■  your    holines^s   that  you 
would  kindly  permit    our  sovereign  loi-d  the 
king  (w  ho,  amongst  other  princes  of  the  earth, 
shews  himself  a  true  catholic,  and  devoted  to 
the  see  of  Rome)  to  possei^s  quietly,  all  his 
rights,  liberties,  eustoms,  and  laws,  without  di- 
minution or  di>turbance.  In  tciitimony  of  which 
we  have  put  our  seaU  to  tlicse  presents,  as  wcM 
for  onrhC*l\es,  as  for  the  wiMile  community  of 
the  aforesaid  realm  of  F^^land.^ 

Mat.  Westminster  mentions  two  parliaments, 
or  a  jirorogation  of  tlic  same,  to  be  held  in  tlip 
next  year.  The  business  they  were  both  called 
for  was  in  order  t<i  be  coasulted  about  making 
i  a  peace  with  Frant*e>  In  the  first,  it  %vas  the 
i  conunissioners  desire  that  the  king  himself 
should  go  intii  I'rmice,  and  treat  personally 
with  the  French  king  about  if;  a  resolution, 
add  they,  that  the  great  men  of  both  kingdoms 
wouhl  applaud,  and  what  the  middle  and  lowest 
sort  of  peoj)le  could  not  be  grieved  at.  But,  at 
the  neii  meeting,  this  motion  being  again  made 
it  was  strenuously  opposed^  and  a  quite  con- 
trary resolution  was  taken  by  the  whole  body, 
viz,  '  That  the  king  should  remain  in  his  own 
dominions,,  and  not  g6  abroad  out  of  En^aiid, 
on  any  conunand  or  pretence  of  the  French 
king's  whatsover. 

There  is  some  notice  taken  of  a  parliament 
in  the  Public  Acts^  stud  to  be  called  in  Lent, 
1305,  whefein  the  king  OKioins  4  of  his  chap- 
lains to  be  receivers  of  petitions  at  it.  But 
Ryley  has  preserved  a  great  deal  of  a  parli»> 
ment  which  his  authorities  say  was  held  at 
WesmiDste/,  on  the  Sunday  after  the  feast  of 
St.  Matthew,  in  theSSrd  of  this  reign.  Thepri- 
marv  ceremonials  of  which;  as  they  are  very 
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ctrcuBtttanlialy  may^^vii  pur  readers  a  notion 
of  thd  whole  proceedings  of  such  an  nssciubly 
in  those  times ;  translated  from  the  old  Frt^nch, 
as  foUmvs.  First,  it  was  ord»incd  by  tlie  kinp, 
that  sir  Gilbert  de  Rimbiry,  master  Joim  de 
Caam,  sir  John  de  Kirkeliy,  and  master  John 
Bu>Iiy  shoukl  he  receivers  of  alithe  pctitious  of 
those  who  sltall  be  petitionrrs  of  this  pariia- 
mcnt,  at  Westminster,  And,  upon  this,  pro- 
cl.HDutioii  WAS  made,  by  the  kind's  command, 
in  the  jjrcat  hatl  at  Westaain^ster,  at  tlic  chan- 
ccrj-bar,  and  before  tlic  courts  of  tl»e  king's 
bcMicli  and  evchequer,  in  tiic  (znildludl  of  Lon- 
don,  and  in  Westchejie,  in  these  words :  *  know 
aii  those  tluit  come  witli  petitions  to  this'  ap- 
proaching parliament,  tliat  thoy  deliver  them, 
tirom  day  to  dav,  bt'twixt  this  time  and  the 
l*t  Sdnday  in  Lent,  at  tjie  fa rtljost,  to  sir 
(filbert  de  Iloubiry,  master  John  dc  Caam, 
&c.  or  to  any  of  them,  who  are  apfiointed 
to  receive  them,  to  the  aforesaid  time,  at 
the  farthest.  And  by  this  ordinance  and  pro- 
clamation all  petitions  shall  be  given  in  ac- 
cnrdins^ly.'  The  bw^iness  of  the  session  being 
over,  tlie  following  proclamation  was  made  by 
tlie  king's  command ;  which  s^'cnis  to  he  the, 
incthod  of  dissolving  a  parliament  at-  that  time. 
*  All  abps.  bps.  and  other  prelates,  earls,  ba- 
rons, knights  of  shires,  citizens,  and  burgess<is, 
and  all  other  of  the  commons  which  are  come, 
by  the  command  of  our  sovereijp  lord  the  king 
to  thhi  parhament,  the  king  {xn^^es  them  many  ! 
thanks  for  their  conaing,  aijd  wiUs  that,  as  they  1 
have  desired,  tjiey  may  return  into  their  own  ( 
country;  going  forthwith  and  without  delay,  ; 
notwithstaiidiu;!  other  commands,  except  the  t 
b'tslmps,  carls,  barons,  justicx***,  and  otljcrs,  who 
arc  of  the  king's  counsel,  and  thost^.  must  not 
depart  without  speciul  leave  from  the  king. 
Those,  also,  who  have  bushiess  havd  leave  to 
foUow  it.     And  the  knights  which  arc  comet 

£r  the  shires,  and  others  for  t4ie  cities  and 
irouchs,  may  apply  themselves  to  sir  John  dn 
Kirkcby,  who  will  give  theta  briets  to  receive 
their  wases  in  their  sevend  countries.  .And 
the  afor«uiid  John  de  Kirkeby,  is  hereby  com- 
manded to  deliver,  to  the  chancellor,  the  nam(*s 
of  all  tlie  knights  of  shires,  and  the  names  of 
ulltlie  citizens  and  burge>ses  that  come  for 
fench  briefs  for  their  expences.' 

The  last  parliament  calU^l  by  this  king,  met 
at  Carlisle  on  the  ?lst  of  Jan,  iSOf .  The  tirst 
busuiess  of  this  assembly  was  to  consider  of 
meaits  ti»  secure  the  possession  of  .Scotlamf,  by  ' 
unttiii^  tliat  kingdom  to  Kngland,  as  n))pi>ars 
by  the  writs  dated  at  Laucrcost,  Nov,  3,  pre- 
ceding. At  tliis  meeting,  also,  great  cumplauit*  1 
were  made  by  the  barons  against  one  \Vm.  ^ 
Testa,  an  Italian  priest,  sent  bj*  the  pope,  for 
seieral  oppressions  and  extortions  ot  money, 
from  the  churches  and  monasteries  .of  this 
kingdom,  not  heretofore  used.  It  was  there* 
fore  prohibited  the  said  priest,  by  the  consent 
of  the  eark  and  barons,  to  do  any  thing  of 
the  like  nature  for  the  future;  and  messen- 
gers were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  pc^  to 
pcerent  such  proceedings  from  that  see. 

We  siaU  coodude  our  historical  account  o( 


the  parliaments  in  this  king's  reign,  with  the 
folh>wing  complete. 

List  of  the  Prelates^  Abbots,  and  Baront  in  this 
parliament, 

**  Tlic  name8  of  tho>c  who  were  summoned 
to  parliiyiieiit,  in  the  33th  year  of  Edw.  I.  at 
^'arlinle,  in  the  Octaves  of  St.  Ilillar}*,  Jan.  21, 
1307,  in  order  to  treat  upon  the  affairs  of  Scot-^ 
laud,  and  other  matters  specially  relating  to 
this  kingdom. 

htiroiis. — F.dw.  P.  of  Wales ;  II.  Lacj-,  earl 
of  Lincoln :  Ralph  Mounthermcr,  earl  of'^Glou- 
cester  and  Ivrcford ;  Th.  e.  of  Lancaster ; 
Humphrey  Bohun,  e.  oi  Hereford  and  Essex ; 
Jolm  VV'iuTcn,  e.  of  Surrey ;  Edm.  e.  of  Arun- 
dale  ;  Jolin  dc  Britain,  e.  of  Richmond ;  Guy  . 
Beanchamp,  c.  of  Warwick;  Rob.  Vere,  e. 
of  Oxford;  Gilbert  Umfreville,  e.  of  Angos; 
Henry  of  J^ncaster,  Aymer  of  Valence,  John 
Ferrers,  Henry  Piercy,  Hugh  Spencer,  Rob. 
Fifz-Wtdter,  Wm.  Latimer,  Rob,  Clifford,  Rob. 
Monthault,  Ilugfi  de  Veer,  Walter  Fauicoiv- 
berge,  Rtdph  Basset  of  Draiton,  Roger  la 
Warr,  J.  Paynell,  Alex.  Balliot,  Hugh  Pointz, 
Roger  Mortimer,  M''in.  Rithor,  Reg.  de  Orey, 
Widter  de  Muncy,  Rob.  de  Scales,  Adam  de 
Well,  Almaric  de  St.  Amaud,  Win.  Cantalupe, 
John  Engaigne,  Giib.  Peche,  John  de  Claver-  ' 
ing.  Win,  de  Leyburn,  John  de  Beauchamp  of 
Somerset,  Wm.  Grandison,  John  Hastings, 
John  Ic  Marc,  John  de  Rivers,  John  de  IVfo- 
hun,  Peter  de  Mawley,  Rob.  Fitz-Paiii,  Hugh 
<lo  Courtney,  Edm,  Deyncourt,  John  St.  John  ' 
of  Lageham,  Geoftrey  de  Geynual,  Thomas  de 
Funiival,  Robert  de  Tony,  Th.  de  Berkeley, 
Wm,  dc  Brewse,  Peter  Corbet,  W^in.  Martin, '. 
Thomas  de  Multon,  Jolm  ap  Adam,  Philip  de 
IvNTae,  Johu  de  Segnive,  Rob.  Fitz-Roger,  John  . 
LT.stnuijie,  John  L'fsle,  John  de  Sudley, Simon 
Mountacutc,  Walter  de  Tey,  Edm.  de  Hast- 
ings, John  de  Lancaster,  John  dc  St.  John, 
H.  iVcgoze,  John  Lovel  de  Tichmerch,  Alan 
la  Zonch,  Henry  Tejes,  Niclu  Segrave,  Fulke 
Fitz-Wam'n,  John  Fitz-Reiguald,  Geoff.  Cam- 
vile,  Wm.  Je  Vavasour,  Wol  de  Ferrers,  Rob. 
(Jn-ndon,  F^in.  Baron  of  Stafford,  Ralph  Fitz- 
William,  Th.  de  la  Roche,  Theobald  de  Ver- 
d<m,jun.  Wm.  Tucl.et,  IL  Hussey. 

hisho/iS. — Mtp,  of  York,  bishops  of  Lincoln, 
r^ndon,  Chichester,  Exeter,  Herefird,  Salis- 
hury,  Landaff,  St.  Asaph,  Bangor,  St.  Davids, 
Coventry  and  Litchfield,  Bath  and  Wells,  Nor- 
wich, Rochester,  Durham,  Carlisle,  Ely,  Wor- 
cester, Winchester, 

•  Ahhot*. — 0\  St.  Augustine  in  Canterbury', 
St.  F^hnund\s-Bnry,  Sr.  Alban,  Westminster, 
Widtham,  Evesham,  St.  Mary  at  York,  Peter- 
bonnigh,  Ramsey,  Winchecatnb,  Gloucester, 
Bristol,  Mahne>burv,  Gla^-tf^uburv,  Seiby,  Ci* 
rcncestcr,  Rendhig,  Vurnoys,  Sawlry,  Alnwick, 
St.  O.Mth,  Barliiiges,  I'liphohn,  Biley,  Dale, 
Newhus,  Croxtou,  Cockor^and,  St.  Utidegound^ 
Tichfield,  Torre,  Hohnecohbram,  Wei  beck. 
Hales,  New  Minster,  Joreva!,  Fom\Larnc*,  By- 
land,  Manx,  Kyrkestall,  Roche,  Rufford,  Val- 
dieu,  Grcndoh,  Stanley  in  Aid  en,  Piptwell^ 
Comlic,  Basingwerkc.  -      ^ 
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Trice  nf  prtrcalarts  in  this  reign. 
In  1288^  wheat  was  sold  at  London  for 
St.  4d.  a  (|uaiter«  when  it  was  dearobt :  and  in 
other  parts  abroad  for  20,  16,  and  12d.  the 
quarter ;  and  in  tl>e  west  and  north  parts  for 
8a. ;  barley  for  Cd.  and  oats  for  4d.  the  quarter. 
.And  in  1299,  a  fat  cock  was  sold  for  3  hall- 
pfence,  ti*'0  pullets  for  S  hair|)cnce,  a  fat  capon 
for  Qhd.  a  goohe  ^d.  a  inullurd  3  halfpence,  a 
pktridge  8  haifpcncc,  a  pheasant  4d.  a  heron 
6^.  a  plover  Icf.  a  swan  Ss.  n  crane  12d.  two 
Woodcocks  3  halfpence,  a  fat  laitb  from  Christ- 
inas to  Shrovetide  16d.  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
year  4d. — See  Stowe's  Chron. 

'  lax^^n  iH  this  Ai«/,'*Jt  reign. 

.  In  1276,  Edward  hod  a  15th  jsjranted  him  by 
tHe  earls,  barons,  fi^rext  mm,  and  community 
of  the  kingdom ;  and  by  the  abp.  of  Canter- 
bhry  and  his  suffragans,  a  bubfridy  of  their 
goods  (not  said  how  much)  as  a  free  gifl  only, 
nbt  to  be  drawn  into  example. — See  Rot.  Pail. 
4^Edw.  I. — In  12?7,  the  lairj  gave  him  die 
1^  part  of  their  good.s,  towards  carrying  on 
the  war  in  Wales.  In  12B3,' toward  the  war 
against  the  Welsh,  the  laity  .^ave  him  a  30th, 
ahd  tl)e  clergy  a  20th  part  of  their  goods. 
ft)pe  Nicholas  IV.  granted  him  the  10th  of  all 
etclesiastical  beoefices,  according  to  their  true. 
\Kalue,  upon  oath,  throughout  all  England ;  to 
be  received  for  the  space  of  6  years  next  en- 
suing, for  the  relief  ot  the  holy  land  against  the 
Turks.— See  Wikes  llist.  Aug.— In  1290,  the 
abps.  bps.  abbots,  prif)rs,  earls,  barons,  &c. 
granted  a  15th  of  all  their  moveable  goods,  as 
appears  by  the  chequer-roll  in  the  19th  Edw.  I. 
With  the  king's  remembrancer.  In  1294,  the 
prelates  ahd  clergy  granted  the  moiety  of  their 
oijnefices  and  goods.  And  in  the  bame  year, 
at  a  parliament  holdcn  on  the  12th  of  Nov. 
at  Westminster,  when  four  kni^its  were  sum- 
moned from  every  county,  to  consult  and  con- 
sent to  such  things  as  thc»  earls,  barons,  and 
gfcat  men  should  ordain,  for  themselves  and 
the  communities  of  the  counties;  they  gave  the 
king  a  10th  of  their  moveable  goods.  In  the 
8dme  month  the  city  of  London  granted  a  6th 
part  of  their  moveable  goods,  as  a  subsidy  to- 
Ward  the  war.  About  the  same  time  tlicrc 
were  commissioners  appointed  to  rc(|uire,  in 
pfcrson,  the  men  of  all  his  demesne-cities  and 
^owns  iii  all  the  counties  of  England,  by  all 
Ways  tliey  should  see  expedient,  to  grant  a  6th 
part,  as  London  had  done,  that  it  might  shew 
example  to  others  of  his  demesne-towns.  In 
1895,  the  clergy  cave  the  king  a  lOtli ;  the 
i^rU,  baroii-i,  liniitHr!',  mifl  others  of  the  king- 
iltiiii^gave  an  lUit ;  ^id  t\\e  citizens  and  bur- 
f eases,  and  otiwr  cood  men  of  his  demesnes, 
(l^vc  III  til  a  7lh  ni'tlirir  moveable  goods.  In 
IS 96,  the  Paris,  humns,  knights,  and  others  of 
the  kingdom,  etive  a  I';^rh  part;  die  citizens, 
buj^se-i^  an*  I  trrmnrs  of  lus  demesnes,  gave 
an  Sth  parr.  The  nk-r^y  gave  nothing,  by  rea- 
son of  a  jj  inhibiiiou  rUt  abp.  had  obtainecf  from 
fsrjpe  Bonifact ;  whicli  he  caused  to  be  pub- 
jshed  at  this  timr  in  all  the  cathedrals.    In 

1D97|  he  had  an  Sth  of  ail  the  laity,  and  ^ 


10th  of  the  clergy,  for  the  confirmation  of  the 
Great  Cha.rter,  and  the  Charter  of  the  Forests. 
The  clergy  of  the  province  of  Canterbury  gave* 
a  10th;  aiid  die  pro\-ince  of  York  a  5th.  In 
1301,  upon  liis  confinn^on  of  die  perambu- 
lations of  the  forests,  the  laity  gave. him  a  15th 
of  their  movcabh*.  liobert  4ibp.  of  Cantijr- 
bury,  would  grant  nofliing  for  the  clei*gy  with- 
outthe  special  licence  of  the  pope.  In  1301, 
the  king  being  in  Scotland,  commisjaoners  were 
appointed  to  tax  ''iiies,  boroughs,  imd  his. 
demesnes  in  cities  u.»d  borouglis,  either  capi- 
tation by  poll,  or  in  common,  as  it  might  turn 
most  to  his  advantage.  In  I'iOS,  die  king; 
liaviug  sumtnoned  a  pari,  at  Westminster  to. 
raise  money  for  the  war  against  the  Scots, 
there  was  given  him  by  the  cl«  r^y,  nobility, 
and  knights  of  llie  shires,  the  30th  penny  of 
all  their  moveable  goods;  and  at  the  same 
time  the  citizens  and  burgesses  ^ave  a  20th 
of  the  same  estates.  In  this  parhaincnt,  also, 
the  abps.  bps.  prelates,  earls,  baron.s,  and 
other  tenants  of  his  demesnes,  petitioned,  that 
they  might  have  leave  to  taliate  their  tenants 
of  the  same  demesnes,  as  he  had  taliated  them; 
and  it  was  grimted.  And  about  this  dme  he 
had  a  15th  granted  to  him  in  parliament.  In 
1306,  thef  king  intending  to  knight  his  eldest 
son,  summoned  the  abps.  bps.  abbots,  priors, 
earls,  barons,  &c.  to  grant  an  aid  upon  that 
occasion.  He  also  sent  to  all  the  sheriffs  of 
England,  to  ca^se  to  come  two  knights  of 
every  county,  and  of  every  city  two  citizens, 
and  of  each  borough  one  or  two  burgesses  as' 
as  the  borough  was  greater  or  less.  The 
prelates,  earls,  barons,  6ic.  and  also  the  knights 
of  shires,  unanimously  granted  to  the  king  for 
themjiclves,  and  the  v%  hole  community  of  the 
kingdom,  a  30th  part  all  of  their  temporal  move-^ 
able  goods,  &c.  for  a  competent  aid  toward 
the  knighthood  of  his  son,  and  also  for  an  aid 
toward  liis  expences,  which  he  was  to  be  at  in 
the  war  with  Scotland.  The  ciuzens  and  burr 
gcsses  also  unanimously  granted  a  20th. 

Edward  II. 
The  first  parliament  called  by  this  king,  was 
at  Northampton,  in  120R,  in  tlic  tii-st  year  of 
his  reign,  and  before  his  corouation,  wherein 
it  was  enacted,  that  the  base  coin  used  in  h^s 
father's  reij;n  should  not  be  refused  uj)on  pain 
of  life  and  limb.  Here  djc  clergy  granted  a 
15th  of  their  goods,  and  die  laity  a  20th.  An 
order  wa»  made  at  this  time  for  the  burial  of 
the  late  king,  who  was  solemnly  brought  from 
VValtham,  and  interred  at  Westminster,  with 
much  funeral  p^np  »<**}  ceremony.  But  to  al- 
lay the  young  King's  grief  for  the  loss  of  bis  fa- 
ther, a  marriage  was,  also,  concluded  in  tlu9 
parliament  between  his  favourite  Pierce  Gave- 
ston,  the  new  earl  of  Cornwall,  and  the  daughter 
and  heir  of  Gilbert  de  Chire,  earl  of  Gloucester. 
Our  modem  historians  are  fidl.  of  invective* 
against  the  Icing's  favourite,, Gaveston;  aii4 
every  fresh  favour  granted  to  tliis  foreigner,  bjf 
^e  kiugy  increased  iht  iiatred  of  Che  lonut 
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a^in3t  )um.  Rapii)  observes,  ^  thiit  hardly 
WOUI4  an  Englishman  raised  tq  so  high  a  station 
hkvc  l^en  endured,  much  less  a  private  G^scou 
gentleman,  )n  whoni  they  discovered  no  01  her 
merit  tlis^)  a  handsome  face,  ^n  easy  ^hape,  t^nd 
a  quick  wit  \  very  s^greeablc  in  conversatioii, 
J)ut  little  prqper  to  govern  a  state.'  On  the 
pther  hanc(,  4r:. Brady,  frop[i  sir  Tho<;.  de  la 
More,  who  was  servant  tq  JEUiwai-d  II.  and 
wrot^  liis  life,  t^dds  to  thfe  character  of  person 
lind  sense,  which  the  Monsieur  chives  him,  *  tlij^t 
he  was  a  great  gei^eral  and  suthci^ntly  skilful 
\a  military  a^uiiS ;  wjiich  appeared  by  his  mn-? 
pagement  of,  and  keeping  in  due  subjection  the 
.Scots,  when  he  conmianded  the  English  forces 
in  that  kingdom ;  s^nd  for  which,  ad^s  our  au? 
thprities,  he  was  much  enviccj  l^y  those  vyho  saw 
liib  happy  success.'  However,  since  tjie  lords 
plainly  saw  that  it  was  in  vain  to  press  the  king 
to  part  witli  his  favourite,  and  that  he  woulq 
pcver  coqscnt  to  it  unless  he  was  forced,  tliey 
convened  themselves  at  Ware,  and  fron^  thencu 
went  tq  Northamptoi^ ;  and  the  kitifi,  having 
no  forces  to  oppose  them,  was  obliged  to  sumx 
xnon  a  paHiament  to  meet  IS,  days  alter.  Which 
t>eing  met  accordingly,  at  London,  divers  artii 
cles  were  laid  to  the  charge  of  the' favourite, 
f  as  abusing  the  king's  ear  by  obtaining  imm6« 
derate  grants  to '  himself;  his  embezzling  tlie 
treasure  of  the  kingdom^  and  taking  the  best 
jewels  of  the  ci*own  to  his  own  use.*  Thus  far 
iVlr.  Tyrrel ;  but  he  omits  what  J.  Stowe  adds 
in  their  complaint,  though  he  quotes  the  very 
passafi;e  from  that  history,  viz.  that  the  lords 
told  the  king,  *  that  Gaveston's  father  was  ex- 
^tjuted  for  being  a  traitor  to  the  king  oi'  France ; 
^at  hb  I^other  was  burned  for  a  witch ;  and 
that  the  said  Pierce  was  banished  for  consent- 
ing to  his  mother's  witchcraft;  and  that  he  h<'kd 
now  bewitched  the'  king  himself.'  See  Stowe's 
Hist.  p.  213. — The  king,  as  is  said,  hoping  to 
divide  the  barons^  ai^d  take  off  some  that  had 
been  the  least  prqvoked,  proposed  it  to  the 
^bp.  of  Canterbury,  the  bp.  of  Durbun,  the 
fiarU  of  Lancaster  and  Hereford,  that  he  would 
refer  a]I  differences  to  them,  and  confirm  what- 
{(Oever  they  should  judge  most  fit  to  be  done  on 
this  occasion.  But  the  bps.  and  lords  would 
not  undertake  th^  odium  of  such  an  arbitra- 
tion; and  said,  '  tliey  would '  act  notliing 
Without  th^  general  consent  of  ail  the  rest  of 
t!ie  barons,  nhu  wovilJ  liot  be  siitl^rj-d  \\ith 
4my  thing  less  thiui  thiU  thtr  turl  oi  CiiinHvall 
should  immcdiat<.4y  [|uit  the  kingdom/  7  Uis 
tne  kin^  dt'layLuE  lo  |;r:tiit,  they  were  ubuut  to 
take  up  arms ;  but,  he,  Tl  ariun  die  ill  con^e- 
quence  of  a  tlowjiricht  deni;d,  ajttr  mimy  itker- 
cotioai  with  his  nobles,  w;^,  nr  I:v<c^  ublij^tid  to 
port  with  his  ftitourite,  strid  tu  bufii^tj  him  from 
Eriglatid  for  ever.  This  sentence  had  tbe  ra- 
tification of  all  the  estates :  ntjd  tu  muke  it 
Htfonger  on  the  king's  part,  he  Luntirtned  it  by 
letter^  patents  under  the  grc&t  seal,  which  let- 
ten^  piicUL^,  afld  the  sentence  of  banisluncnf^ 
lire  to  be  found  at  large  in  TyrreFs  llist.  ^oL  3, 
p,  2^9,  Alt  the  mitigatirm  the  king  coujcl  £^(un 
|us  a^Uiioaj  in  ^  mii^teri  was  tu  woad  him  into 
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Ireland,  over  which  kingdom  he  made  him  go^ 
vernor ;  and  th?  king  hnnseif  bore  him  com- 
pany as  far  as  Bristol.  But  this  was  not  th<** 
only  b'lsine^s  transacted  at  this  parliament. 
The  lonls  had  a  mind  to  fall  upoi\  new  modcl- 
iing  the  government  again ;  and  accordingly' 
presented  an  address  to  the  king,  complam- 
lii!;,  ^  chat  the  state  and  his  own  houshold  were* 
so  ill  managed,  that  it  was  absolutely  necessa- 
ry to  find  means  tor  prevent  the  consequences 
of  this  disorder.'  Tliey  added,  *  that  the  only 
proper:  method,  as  they  thought,  was  for  the 
kintr  to  leave  to  certain  lords,  appointed  bv  the 
parliament,  thc^care  of  vvell  governing  the  King- 
dom, and  his  own  domestic  aflairs.'  Tliis  very 
modest  address,  which  his  father  would  have* 
nuidc  them  smart  for,  this  weak  prince  gav'e  his" 
consent  to ;  and  without  considering  the  COA- 
scqueuce,  says  M.  Rapin,  of  a  condescension  so 
pernicious  to  his  authority  and  qui^t,  he  per* 
raitted  the  parliament  to  chuse  7  bishops,  8' 
carLs,  and  0  baroas,  to  make  the  proposed  re- 
gulation. No  sooner  were  these  commissioners 
constitutec^,  but'  they  all  took  an  oath,  *  That 
they  would  make  sucn  ordinances  as  should  be', 
to  the  hoi\our  of  God,  the  honour  and  profit  of 
holy  church,  to  the  honour  of  their  lord  the' 
kin«,  and  tct  the  profit  of  hun  and  his  people, 
&c.'  After  which  they  made  several  ordi- 
nances, t?i  the  number  of  41,  w^ch  will  be 
tbund  in  dr.  Brady's  Hist.  p.  lOS,  and  is  print- 
ed in  his  appendix.  The  same  author  has  given 
u«;  a  translation  of  them,  in  effect^  with  the  king's 
confirmation  of  them,  both  Off  wluch  arc  too  lo^g 
for  our  purpose. 

Anotiier  parliament  met  f\,t  Stamford^  July' 
26,  1300  :  it  was  summoned  to  suppress  the  iU 
intentions  of  the  Scots ;  but  we  do  riot  find  any 
tiling  done  to  that  purpose.  Here  the  |ung  so 
far  prevailed  with  the  major  part  of  the  pobi- 
lity,  there  present,  tliat  they  were  content  Pierce 
Gaveston  should  enjoy  the  earldom  of  Com* 
wall  during  life.  ' 

Or*  the  18th  of  Oct.  1310,  the  king  heldah- 
othcr  parliament,  or  rather  a  piece  of  a  parlian 
ment,  at  York ;  for  here  several  discontented 
lords  refused  to  come ;  being  greatly  dissatis- 
fied at  what  was  done  at  the  last.  At  this 
meeting  the  renowned  Pierce  Gaveston  ap- 
peared again,  and  took  his  place  as  earl  of 
Cornwall ;  but  he  had  much  better  have  staid 
where  he  was,  as  the  consequence  will  shew. 
The  heads  of  the  opposition,  who'  refused  their 
attendance,  were  the  earl  of  Lancaster,  the 
king's  cousiii  GemYnn ;  and  the  earls  of  War- 
wick, Oxford,  Lincoln,  and  Arundale ;  whom 
dr.  Brady  calls  The  Ordainers.  The  chief  busi- 
ness done  at  this  meeting  was,  first  the  king 
published  liis  reasons  (ot  the  recalling  hid  h^ 
vourite,  which  were,  '  that  he  was  banished 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  king- 
dom, which  he,  the  kiiig,  was  bound  to  main- 
tain by  th^  oath  he  took  at  his  corotiation ;  an(f 
seeid|^  he  was,  in  thb  instrument  of  exil^,  stiled' 
no  othei^ise  than  good  and  Ibyal,  he  returned 
at  his  coiiiinandinent;  ancfwas  reaidV  td  stand 
trial'  before  hun|  aiUt  9Xasw€T  tb  m  diidi  tfs 
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mwAi  ^cfnsc  him,  every  tbioE;  that  should  be 
objccte4  aguinst  hiin,  Hccormng  to  the  laws 
^tid  usages  aforesaid/  Thin  declaration  was 
datied  at  York,  Jan.  18,  and  direpted  to  the 
sherili*  of  Yorkshire  and  all  die  slierj^i^  ni  Eng- 
latid.  The  lords,  who  were  H^seuitlled,  neg- 
lected not  this  opportunity  offered  theni,  and 
represented  to  the  kiiij;,  *  that  the  laws  and 
customs  uf  the  kiiigdom  %>ere  not  observed,  nor , 
ihe  late  made  Ordiimnces  rcg-anlcd.*  Upt)n 
which  the  kmg,  to  obviate  such  n*ports,  issued 
out  another  declaration,  by  which  he  com* 
manded  the  sheriffs  of  all  counties  to  proclaim 
in  hill  county,  and  in  all  cities,  borouglis  and 
iparket  towns,  and  in  pther  phices  which  tliey 
aboujd  think  expedient,  *  that  it  was  his  great 
c^rc  and  cliief  desire,  his  peace  should  every 
idbere  be  observed,  and  that  all  the  laws  and 
customs  of  tlte  kingdom,  used  and  approved  in 
the  time  of  his  progenitors,  and  also  all  t))e  or- 
4iuances  lately  made  to  the  honour  of  God  and 
holv  church,  and  his  own,  to  the  profit  of  him 
ana  his  people,  \\  hich  were  not  to  tlie  damage 
or  prejudice  of  him  and  his  crown,  or  contrary 
to  the  laws  and  customs  aforesaid,  slioukl  be 
maintained  and  kept.  Witness  the  king  at 
York,  Jan.  26.*— Sec  Brady's  App.  No.  54.— 
Tlic  discontented  lords  were  then  in  London, 
^id  the  king,  fearing  some  disturbance  might 
bappen,  sent  an  order  to  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
aiui  common  council  of  London,  *  to  secure 
the  city,  so  as  by  the  meetings  of  the  prelates, 
carls,  barons  and  othcirs,  there  might  happen 
no  hurt  or  danger  to  him,  or  tl«o  city.  Th.*  de- 
claration and  order  above,  availing  notliiug  to 
better  the  kuig's  cause ;  nor  anotlier,  wherein 
ha  sets  forth,  *  tliat  he  was  resolved  to  j)reserve 
the  rights  of  his  crown  and  royal  dignity,  tlic 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  holy  church,  and  die 
whole  p^opl^  committed  to  his  charge  in  all 
things;'  in  order  to  proceed,  amicably,  with 
the  dissatisfied  bishops  an()  barons,  and  ao- 
cording  to  the  power  rvser%'ed  in  the  protesti|r 
tk)u  be  made  when  he  contirmcd  the  Ordinanr 


an  army^  over  wliich,  by  coamion  consent, 
Thomas  earl  of  Lancaster  was  made  general. 
After  wjiich'they  sent  a  message  to  tlie  king, 

*  that  tiiey  bt-sought  hun  cither  to  deliver 
Pierce  Gavestou  to  thcni ;  or,  ^a  it  had  been 
ordained,  command  him  instantly  to  dcuart 
the  kinplow,'  The  king,  putting  his  favourite's 
preservation  on  a  tooting  wjth  his  own,  retired 
with  liim  from  York  to  Ncwciistlc ;  whcfc  tlie 
barons  and  their  annv  followed  them.  From 
thence  they  went  to  'fimnoiith,  %%here  thciting 
taking  shipping,  carried  Gavestou  with  him  to 
ScnrlK>rough,  and  placing  him  in  the  strong 
castle,  thei-e^  he  himself  left  him-and  went  to 
York.  The  earf  of  lAUcaster  and  his  army 
still  followed  them,  and  coming  before  Scar- 
borough castle,  they  be?ieged  it ;  which,  after 
.^ome  time,  capitulating,  Gavcston  rendered 
himself  upon  condition, '  to  stand  to  the  judg^ 
ment  of  the  barons,  and  tliat  he  might  once 
more  speak  with  the  king,'  But  now,  having 
liiin  at  their  mercy,  he  found  but  a  small  share 
of  it  ftom  them ;  for  they  soon  after,  without 
nmch  process,  beheaded  nim,  as  a  public  ene^ 
my  to  tlie  kingdom.  Gavestou  being  thus  cut  - 
off,  tlie  lords  in  tlie  confederacv  sent  a  haughty 
message  to  the  king,  proudly  demanding,  says 
Wabingham,  that  their  Orcfinances.  shoidd  be 
contimied  and  put  in  execution,  threatening, 

*  that,  if  it  was  not  done  speedily,  they  would 
come  and  compel  him  to  do  it/  And  they 
united  all  their  forces,  and  quartered  tliem- 
selves  in  the  countiy  about  Dunstable,  tlie 
king  being  then  at  London.  But  soon  after,  a 
treaty  was  set  on  foot  betwixt  the  king  and  his 
biirons,  by  the  niediutiun  of  some  bisliops; 
and  articlei>  of  agreement,  8  in  number,  were 
settled  betwixt  tliem.  By  the  first,  it  was  sti- 
pulated, *  that  the  eurls  and  barons,  conceriw 
ed  in  the  affair  above,  sliould  come  before  the 
kin:  in  Weslm.  hall,  and  with  i^reat  humility, 
on  tlieir  knees,  make  their  submission,  and 
«\ve;ir,  if  he  so  desired,  that  wliat  they  did, 
and  for  which  dicy  liad  incurred  his  displea* 


ces,  the  king  appointed  conunissionersout  Qf  j^surci  was  not  done  in  dcspijrht  ot*  him,  tmd 


those  prelates  and  barons  he  had  with  him  at 
•York,  to  treat  with  those  of  tiie  Secession  at 
London,  about  the  observation  of  the  Ordtr 
nances,  upon  which  were  groui^ded  all  their 
pretences  of  discontent ;  and  to  reform  and 
correct,  by  their  good  advice,  all  such  things 
in  them  as  were  prdudicial  or  injurious  to 
him,  or  contrary  to  the  fbrm  of  the  commis- 
sion, before  granted,  if  any  such  should  ap- 
pear. The  prelates,  earls,  and  barons,  who 
were  then  at  London,  excused  themselves  from 
treating  concerning  the  Ordinances,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  king,  and  sent  him  this  answer, 
*  that  in  his  presence,  whenever  he  pleased 
to  call  them  together,  they  would  treat  upon 
the  Ordinances,  and  shoold  be  reiady  to  do  all 
tfauigs  according  to  his  own  protestation,  and 
also  accordins  to  the  protestation  they  made 
at  the  time  of  publishing  these  ordinances. 

The  seceding  lords  began  now  to  declare 
openly,  that  thejr  would  by  force  drive  Gtp 
vc^on  from  the  king;  and  accordin^y  lai&cd 


they  shguld  humbly  pray  his  forgiveness,  and 
receive  it  wiih  a  good  will,'  &c.  lliis  sub- 
mission w^  to  be  made  publicly,  at  the  next 
p^liament,  Bat  for  all  that  the  king  took  the 
deatli  of  Gavcston  ^  heavily,  that  he  ncycf 
forgave  tlic  autliqrs  q(  it ;  and,  when  he  had 
it  ill  lus  power,  revenged  it  severely  on  thetn. 
In  1313,  Edward  summoned  a  parliament  to 
meet  at  Westm.  on  the  '^^h^  of  September, 
The  earl  of  Lancaster  en»ue  ihitlier  attended 
with  a  great  number  of  ar\ned  n^n,  raised 
from  his  own  tenants;  notwithstanding  the 
king  had  sent  liim  a  positive  inhibition  against 
it,  as  well  as  to  some  other  lords  of  the  same 
party.  When  they  were  met,  tlie  king  r<s 
newed  his  complaints  before  the  clergy  and 
laitv.  ^  coilcenung  the  affronts  and  injuncs  he 
haa  lately  received  from  the  barons ;  of  their 
taking  Pierce  Gaveston  and  cutting  off  his 
head,  contrary  to  the  articles  he  had  made  at 
his  surrender.''  The  confederate  lords,  on  the 
other  side,  unanimously  answered  (o  mese  ac« 
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cusatirtns,  *  fhot  they  had  in  no  wise  oflfcnded 
the  king  in  what  wtisiaid  to  tlieir  charge,  but  ra- 
ther deserved  thanks  and  good  will  troni  him ; 
since  thev  did  not  bring  an  army  thither,  in>  con- 
tempt ot'  Ikis  uuthoritv,  but  only  to  dcjstroy  a 
public  enemy  of*  the  kingdom,  who  had  been 
often  bnnl-hed  by  the  conimunity  thereof,  and 
which  sentence  had  been  confirmed  by  die 
king  himself,  as '  being  a  jtcrson  who  had  not 
only  ii^ured  the  king's  repatation,  but  had 
robbed  the  crown  of  its  revenues,  *md  hjid 
raised  perpetual  di:*sentions  betwixt  the  king 
and  his  natural-ltoni.sahjrcts/  IhcTj  also, 
boldly  declared,  *  Thtit  ihey  would  no  longer 
trust  to  hi^  vain  promise?,  or  be  deferred*  any 
longer  of  their  securities/  The  tjueen,  the 
bishops,  and  the  ciM"!  of  Glocestcfj  who  was  a 
neutral  lord  in  this  matter,  undertook  to  settle 
these  differences,  and  to  make  peace  bet%veen 
tiieaa.  By  their  mediation,  therefore,  the  king 
was  to  remit  bis  displeasure  towards  the  lords, 
provided  that  they  and  their  adherents,  did  in 
Westm.  hall,  in  full  parliament,  perform  the 
submifision  which  had  been  before  agreed  on, 
viz.  *  That  they  shoidd  humble  themselves  V>c- 
fore  him,  and  ieg  his  jnirdon  in  whatever  they 
had  offended  him,  and  thereupon  the  king 
should  again  receive  them  into  his  grace  and 
favour,  and  shonld  look  upon. them  for  the  fu-* 
tare  as  his  liegemen  and  subjects  ;  and,  con- 
arming  all  the  articles  required,  should  tiever 
again  quc*stian  any  man  for  thv  death  of  Oa- 
veston,  but  should  grant  his  charter  of  indem- 
nity to  aR  that  should  desire  it.'  All  which 
particulars  being  agreed  to  by  the  king,  and 
performed  by  tlie  confederacy,  they,  with  the 
rest  of  the  great  men  of  the  kingdom,  consi- 
dering the  king's  necessities,"  grafted  him  a 
15th  of  all  their  moveable  goods;  and  then  the 
parliament  was  diaolvetl,  ercry  man  going 
nome  with  joy  and  sirtisfHetion. 

The  affairs  "in  Scotland,  at  this  time,  xvent 
worse  than  at  home ;  Rob.  Bnicc,  their  new 
king,  taking  advantage  of  the  civil  dissentions 
in  England,  luid  now  reduced  the  greater  part 
of  that  country  to  his  obedience.  To  fecovcr 
what  was  lost,'  Edw.  raised  a  vast  anny,  and 
marched  against  the  Scotch  king;  but  met 
with  so  grcnt  an  overtlirow  at  Htuniockbunr, 
that,  after  leaving  the  greatest  part  of  his  army 
dead  b^nnd  him,  he  retired  with  much  preci- 
pitation to  York.  Here  it  was  that  he  called 
a  parliaincnt,  or  a  council  of  his  shattered  no- 
bility, to  meet  on  the  15th  of  August,  1314 ; 
but  the  nation  being  iii  much  consternation, 
by  their  late  great  loss,  though  this  a9sein))ly 
sat,  from  the  tiihe  aforesaid  until  Michaelmas, 
yet  nothing  but  the  exchan^  of  die  lady  of 
Robert  Bruce,  and  some  other  prisoners,  was 
concluded  at  it. — See  Tyrrel  and  Brady. 

This  devastation  of  men  was  followed  by  a 
drcadfol  fiuuinc  which  lasted  3  yearf,  and  de- 
stroyed an  infifiite  number  of  people.  To  re- 
medy which,  and  to  settle  the  price  of  provi- 
sions, which  were  grown  excessive  dear  at  that 
time,  the  king  sonunoned  a  parlittment  to  meet 
u  VfmoLjHk  the  90th  of  Dea^this  jwe. 


When  the  prelvtes,  peers,  and  common^  vrere 
there  assembled,  they  took  into  consideration 
the  sad  condition  of  the  kingdom/  and  how 
to  abate  tlie  excessive  price  of  vktuab,  which 
by  reason  of  the  late  bad  yeuri  wa^  grown  so 
scmxrc  tliat  tlie  ordinary  people  had  much  ado 
to  live.  The  abps-  bps.  earis,  barons,  &c. 
presetrted  a  petition  t»  the  king  and  his  conn* 
ctl,  praying,  that  a  proclama^On  might  be  is* 
jmed  oiit  settling  the  Price  of  Provisions  in 
the  manner  f  jllowing : — 

*  Because,  say  they,  that  oxen,  cows,  mut* 
tons,  hogs,  geese,  hen*?,  cap6ns,  chickens,  pid- 

gpons^  and  eggs,  wTrc  excessive  dear,  that  the 
est  ox,  not  fed  with  corn,  should  be  sold  for 
16<^  and  no  more:  and  if  he  was  fed  with 
corn,  then  for  24s.  at  most.  The  be*t  live  fat 
cow  for  Us.  A  fat  hog,  of  2  years  old,  fbr 
9s.  4d.  A  tat  weather  or  mutton^  unshorn,  for 
^Od.  and  shorn  for  l4d#  A  fat  goose  (wJM* 
A  fat  capon  for  2d.  A  fat  hen  for  a  Id.  TVo 
chickens  for  Id.  Four  pidgeons  for  Id. 
and  24  eggs  for  Id.  And  those  who  would 
not  sell  the  things  for  these  rates  were  to  for* 
feit  them  to  tlie  kinj.*  Proclamation  was 
made  in  every  county  m  England  accordingly* 
Mr.  Tyrrel  observes^  that  silver  ^ns  then  at 
!24d.  tlie  otmce,  winch  must .  argue  a*  great 
allay  in  it  at  that  time.  This  petition  being 
made  by  a  parliament,  fVora  thence  it  became 
a  temporary  statute ;  yet  it  did  not  take  suffi- 
cient effect^  by  reason  that  tlie  scarcity  of  all 
provisions  still  increased.  A  quarter  of  com^ 
being  sold  not  long  after  for  90s.  and  harfey 
for  a  mark  ;  the  sheep  being,  also,  mostly  dead 
of  the  rot,  and  com  bdmg  so  very  dear,  hof» 
arid  poultry  could  not  be  kept,  whereby  all 
manner  of  fresh  meats  became  so  scarce^  that 
the  king,  going  to  St.  Albans  in  Nov.  this 
year,*  had  umcn  ado  to  get  bread  to  sustain 
his  family.  Tliis  parliain.  however,  granted 
tlie  king  a  90th  part  of  their  goods  or  niove^ 
ables;  hut  in  Staffordshire  and  Shropshire 
some  reftiscd  to  pav  it,  and  hitidered  the  col- 
lectors, appointed  by  the  king,  fiom  gathering 
it.  Their  pretence  was,  that  this  tax  was 
eranted  on  certain  conditions ;  viz.  '*  that  th« 
king  shonld  chu^  the  great  Charter  of  the  Li- 
l)crries  of  England,  the  Charter  of  the  Forest, 
the  Ordinances  made  by  the  prelates,  earls, 
aftd  barons,  and  the  Perambulation  of  Forests, 
to  be  observed,  which  had  not  then  been  duly 
put  in  execution.'  The  kin^  w«s  much  sur- 
prised and  displeased  at  tins  remonstrtnce, 
since  he  had  strictly  command^  that  all  these 
laws  should  be  kept,  and  had  assigned  com* 
missioners  in  all  counties  to  make  tne  Peram* 
halations ;  whereupon  that  he  might  be  tho* 
roughly  satisfied  about  the  nature  of  the  ac^- 
tidn,  and  httve  the  names  of  the  attors,  he  ap- 
pointed one  of  his  elerks  to  go  with  tfao  cof-^ 
lectors,  and  to  make  enquiry  bv  themselves, 
or  by  the  oaths  of  lawful  men  ot  those  parts, 
if  it  was  needfbl,  concerning  the  particulars^ 
and  certify  them  diitifiotly  to  him.— See  Tyt- 
rd  and  Brady, 
la  1315,  the  kiBg  fimmoned  »  parihiMnt 


Digitized  by.LjOOQlC 


WJ  f^M..  J^lSTpOr. 

^to  m^M  titicoln  Jan*.  t6 ;  where  bcipg  met, 
the  kioft  deferred  going  upon  auv  business,  be- 
cause his  couaii  Thomas  earl  ofLmicitstery  niid 
^^tber  gjreat  iQen  were  uot  yet  arrived,  nccord-*- 
iog  to  whose  advice  he  intended  to  proceed .  But^ 
p  the  onean  timie,  the  chancellory  treasurer,  and 
iustices  of  both  benche^i,  were  enjoined  to 
iKiDg'in  bne&  of  such  matters  depeiidint;  bo^ 
fore  theui,  in  their  several  places,  which  cuuid 
pot  be  deterniined  out  of  parL  tliut  here  iu  this 
session  they  inight  proceed  in  them  as  they 
\  ought.  Tlie  cause  of  summomn)^  tliis  parhii*^ 
!  ment  was  declared ;  being  tor  their  advice  and 
assistance  against  the  Scoti,  who  had  posses- 
i  aed  themselves  of  the  greatest  part  of  that 
nation,  n ml  tlimvvn  oQ*  all  alL^i-iiKi'  to  £iig- 
f  Jaiid ;  the  kiut^,  *  Ix^^iu^ht  und  qtijonied  ail 
{  has  h^g€  iA\h\ect^  tlii^Tif  present,  tfi  ill!  I'i.se  and 
'  .^!3iii^  Lim  ni  Lhi>»  m^rr^T.  Up* hi  iLi-^  it  was 
sigreed  to  mcci  tbe  nt^u  djiv  ;  wlirsi  being  «i!»- 
^embled  f  hey  dt-'t'^teii  niiuiy  tbini^s  which  took 
up  all  that  day,  ar>d  tht?  kiIietullUlMlr^fJcd  tliey 
fclioyid  corner  tu(;ccher  iiL;aui  tiic!  duv  Ji allowing. 
llere  it  was  atTCt-tl,  tljal  tht^  act  ]rri?^»d  the 
*  Imsi  parJ,  r^lurini^  ti>  rln^  procimivntion  for  tlic 
prices  of  victuals*  should  bt:  rt;fpcuk*d,  undtJiut 
they  !<iliotild  he  sold  n^  fonn<:rJy  ;it  ar^  reason- 
iible  nit«ii  as  they  could  be  ^irordcil.  For  a 
very  good  reason,  says  WalMngham,  because 
Xhfkt  uler  that  statute,  provisions  were  grown 
jniich  dearer;  the  dearth  still  continuing  in  a 
creater  degree.  Two  or  three  days  atlur  the 
Eifig,  by  the  bp.  of  Norwich,  declared  to  the 
whi^  bodv  a9s«nbled,  '  tliat  he  would  ob- 
aenre  all  tho  Ordinances,  formerly  mad (5  by 
thQ  prelates  and  threat  men,  ami  also  Uie  Pe- 
j^mpulatioiis  of  torests,  made  in  his  futher*s 
cime ;  saving  to  tlie  king  liis  reasons  against 
(bom/  And  writs  were  made  out  accordingly. 
The  next  day  the  pari,  granted  to  the  king,  in 
aid,  for  his  war  wit)i  Scotland,  of  every  vUingc 
JO  the  kingdom  one  stout  footman,  except  ci- 
ti^  iH>roi]«;hs,  and  the  king's  demefmes ;  and 
Jfaase  footmen  were  to  be  armed  and  furnii»hed 
witliawords,  bows,  arrows,  slings,  lances,  and 
other  anoQur  fitfpr  footmen,  at  the  charge  of 
the  towns,  pLod  their  e3Lpences  to  be  paid,  until 
Jtfafcy  came  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
tba^  wagjes  for  60  days  after,  and  no  longer, 
uniip^s  the  king's  acrvice  required  it,  at  4d.  a 
(day.  Matite(rtowo8  that  were  able  to  be 
cl}arg!id  (f)u;her  .wfi^  ipen,  were  so  to  be 
icharg^d ;  tba  king  promising  to  give  his  letters 
to  tbe  pam  Wi  con^npos  and  to  their  heirs, 
>.tlMit  this.gn^t  ihpuld  be  no  precedent  nor 
d^wu  into  anfimplQ  for  tlia  future.^-- The  same 
dvi-by  tbe  advice  p( Uus.parl.  thc^  king  order- 
j|d|dLftiiiej)ivlit»r}rj#rvioe  due  to  \m$  which 
jyat.^  .wh^le  miU(ia.of£Dg(aad,  to  be  sum- 
jaoiid -to  .moar.  91  j^ijwciistie  upon  Tyne, 
4&>dajyi  after  Mid^imwwr.  Tbpn  tbo  koighti, 
,Gitiia&t  a»dtbiiiy«»68.g9int^  $J^  kmg.an  aid 
fo  ^airy.onitw  ftfjuiiliofi  into  Scotland, 
^hkik  waa  1^  Uth  juMt^pf ,  al^.iiiomhle  goods, 
^ii^iaU9imf,Jmf^f9mt,imdjnffii  of  cipet  and 
boroughs  and  the  king's  demesqes^  wluch  th^j 
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this  pari,  was  dissolved,  the  king,. to  shew  his 
sincerity  towards  his  cousin  111.  earl  of  Lan- 
caster, sent  the  bp.  of  Norwich  to  tell  him, 
'  tiiat  he.  desired  nc  would  cast  away  all  ^ars 
and  doubts  on  his  account,  assuring  hun  that  he 
bore  the  earl  a  hearty  good-will,  with  the  rest 
of  the  nobles,  and  held  them  to  be  his  faithful 
liogo^men ;  and  further  told  him  that  the  kii^ 
desired  to  have  him^e  chief  of  his  council;  r^ 
questmg  him,  in  bchidf  of  the  king,  prelates, 
and  great  men  there  [}reseut,  to  take  upon 
him  and  assist  and  advise  iji  tlic  affairs  of  the 
king,  and  kingdom/  The  earl  tlianked  the 
king  and  humbly  requested  time  to  give  in  his 
answer,  and  after  a  very  sliort  pause  he  con* 
seated  to  the  proposal,  mid  was  sworn  of  the 
king's  counciL  Oiur  records  have  prescned 
the  form  of  tliis  oath,  or  protestation,  which 
since  it  is  singular,  done  in  pari.,  and  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  die  Roll,  chums  a  place  in 
our  history. 

'*  Whereas  our  lord  king  Edward,  by  the 
grace  of  God  kinc  of  England,  hath  with  the 
prelates,  earls,  and  barons  of  the  land,  in  fuU 
pari,  requested  his  dear  cousin,  the  lord  Tho^ 
mas,  earl  of  Lancaster,  that  lie  would  be  chief 
of  his  council  in  all  neat  and  weighty  affairs, 
touching  himself  and  nis  reahn ;  togctner  vvitk 
other  prelates,  earb  and  barons,  win  sliall,  be;^ 
tweeu  the  king  and  him,  take  care,  that  it  may 
be  for  tlie  profit  of  the  king  and  tlie  realm ;  the 
said  carl,  for  the  great  love  he  huth  for  his  Iprd 
the  king,  and  for  common  prodt  of  thekingdom, 
and  the  Ordinances,  which  he  had  entirely 
granted  to  observe,  and  the  right  laws  to  main- 
tain in  all  points,  and  in  hopes  to  make  amend* 
ineuts  in  such  things  as  liad  been  ill  done  in  his 
^ourt,  and  the  estate  of  his  realm,  did  yield  to 
be  of  the  king's  council,  with  the  prelates,  earls, 
and  barons;  so  as  at  any  time,  if  the  king 
shall  not  do  according  to  his  directions,  and 
those  of  his  council,  concerning  the  matters  of 
his  court  and  kingdom,  aflcr  such  thuigs 
iiave  been  shown  him ;  and  tliat  he  will  not  ba 
directed  by  the  council  of  him,  and  others,  the 
earl  without  evil  will,  challenge,  or  discontent, 
may  be  discharged  trom  the  council ;  and  that 
the  business  of  the  realm  concerning  him,  shall 
not  be  done,  or  performed  without  the  assent 
of  him  and  the  other  prelates,  earls  and  barons, 
wliich  shall  be  ordained  or  appointed  to  advise 
him ;  and  if  any  of  the  prelatesi  earls  and  ba- 
rons, shall  advise  the  kmg,  or  do  other  M'ing, 
whidi  shall  not  be  for  the  profit  of  him  aiMl 
his  realm,  tjben  at  the  next  pari,  by  the  advice  of 
th^  kin^  and  his  friends,  they  shall  be  removed ; 
and  so  it  shall  be  from  pari,  to  pM.  as  to  them, 
and  eyeiy  of  them,  according  to  the  faults  fpnnd 
.m  t^enL*^  In  witness  hereof  this  l^ill  was  t<^  Ji^ 
entered  on  the  Parliment  Roll. 

J80  great  were  |he  jponfusions  that  follo^ired 
the  last  pari,  by  the  .^tiah  invasions,  thia 
though  more  pnr]Mxpis!t^  ffere  ci^ed,^et,i^q!ie 
sat  to  do  a97  busuiefls  to  tba  purpose;  and 
o^e,  particnWiyt  which  vvaa^syvopg^iHin^  to  u^e^ 
at  Liiico|n,iii  1318,  t)ie.writB  being  revokod  for 
Ibis  wmm^  *.it^  UMP^aieii^A^J^k^  ^ 
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Scott  had  invaded  England  and  come  into 
Yorkshire^  committing  many  murders,  plmider- 
dng,  wasting  and  immint;  the  country ;  so  that 
the  kin^  resolved  soddcnly  to  march  against 
them  with  an  army  to  restrain  their  incursions 
and  brinjg  them  to  a  submission ;  and  therefore 
this  parhanient  was  put  off. 

In  the  midst  of  these  tumults,  the  king  found 

fan  opportunity  to  meet  his  pari,  at  York ;  which 
bad  been  summoned  to  come  to  that  city,  Oct. 
20,   1319.    Here  it  was  that  an  indentore, 
made  betwixt  the  earl  of  Lancaster  and  certain 
preiates,  earls,  and  barons,  who  were  sent  by 
the  king  to  Nordiampton  to  consult  with  the 
earl  rebuive  to  the  better  regulation  of  the  go- 
remment,  was  read  inparl.  and  all  things  in  it 
diligenUyconsiderejyupon  which  the  pari. 
^^1^^^  Grpettdon  the  king,  *  that  ft>r  the  ho- 
y  noor  of  hims^  and  the  profit  of  him  and  the 
>  realm,  that  for  the  great  affiairs  which  concern 
i  him   and  which  do  daily  happen,  he  would 
I  please  to  assent  that  8  bps.,  1  earl,  1  baron,  1 
I  baron  or  banneret  of  the  &mily  of  the  earl  of 
^Lancaster,  in  his  name  and  for  hnn,  should  be 
I  present  and  remain  with  him  by  turns,  or  quar- 
( ten  of  the  year,  to  deliberate  with,  and  advise 
jhim  in  due  manner ;  and  tliat  they  might  deli- 
I  berate  and  advise  about  all  considerable  mat- 
Iters  out  of  pari  until  a  pari,  should  otherwise 
^'determine  concerning  them;  so  as  none  of 
/  these  things  should  be  debated  without  the 
counsel  or  assent  of  the  prelates,  ear)s  and 
others  which  remained  with  the  king  according 
to  the  form  o£  the  said  indenture ;  and  if  any 
jdnug  was  done  otherwise  it  should  be  void/ 
xhe  king  understanding  this  recjuest,  and,'sa\'s 
oiir  authority,  desiring  to  be  advised  what  to  do 
^r  the  honour  and  profit  of  him  and  the  realm, 
agreed  to  have  the  said  prelates,  carb  and  ba- 
rons to  advise  hun  in  the  form  aforesaid;  yet 
so  as  his  ministers  sboi^t  J  always  perform  their 
offices  according  to  the  law  and  usage  of  the 
kiiiedom.  And  whereas  it  was  contained  in  the 
said  Indenture,  **  that  the  prcktes,  earls  and 
barons  there  named,  had  undertaken  by  the 
a'lsent  of  the  king,  that  he  should  make  to  the 
earl  of  Lancaster,  his  peo])le,  or  party  and  fol- 
lowers, rel^ises  and  acquittances  of'^all  man- 
ner of  lelonies  and  trespasses  against  his  peace, 
until  St.  James's  day  tliis  year;  and  that  the 
charters  of  release  and  acquittances  should  be 
absolute  without  condition,  and  if  better  secu- 
rity could  be  found  for  them  in  the  next  parlia- 
ment,, they  should  have  it,  and  also  confirmed 
by  the  king  and  his  baronage ;  the  king  by  the 
assent  of  the  prelates,  ea^s  and  barons,  and 
commonalty  oi  his  realm  in  his  said  parlia- 
ment, granted  a  pardon  to  the  earl  of  Lanca»> 
tcr  and  his  followers,  for  the  breach  of  his 
peace,  and  whatever  belonged  to  him,  by  roa* 
son  thereof;  and  of  all  manner  of  iefoniet  and 
trespasses  committed  against  the  peace  unto 
the  7th  of  Aug.  last  past,  and  a  pardon  of  out- 
lawrv  to  those  that  should  demand  it,  if  any 
had  been  pronounced  againit  them^  be&re  the 
laakitigof  their  charters ;  and  cummanded  the 
bp.  of  £ly,  then  his  chasodlor,  ti»(  be  sboald 
Vol.  1. 


make  charters  under  Ins  great  seal,  absolute 
and  without  condition,  for  the  carl  of  Lancas^ 
ter,  and  such  as  he  should  by  liis  letters  naiae 
to  tlie  chancellor.  Also,  wliereas  in  the  same 
indenture  it  was  conuined,  that  tlie  Ordinances 
should  be  holden  and  kept  as  they  had  passed 
.the  great  seal,  the  king  now  willed  and  grant- 
ed, that  they  should  be  so  obsencd,  and  that 
all  these  things  should  be  entered  upon  the 
pari,  roll,  and  sent  to  the  diancery  to  be  en- 
rolled there,  and  irom  thence  to  both  benches, 
to  be  likewise  enrolled  in  them.*' 

At  this  pari,  also,  the  Despcnsers,  fother 
and  son,  came  first  upon  the  stage ;  Hugh  De- 
spenser  the  youneer,  being  by  consent  of  this 
assembly  made  the  king's  chamberlain.  Sir 
llios.  de  hi  More,  the  cotemporery  historian  of 
this  king's  reign,  writes,  that  be  was  put  upon 
the  king  because  they  knew  he  hated  mm.  But 
the  young  man  soon  played  his  cards  so  weU 
that  he  quickly  changed  the  king's  mind  to- 
wards him,  and  he  becaune  as  great  a  tiftvourita 
as  Gavcston;  for  which  he  was  persecuted 
with  equal  fory  by  the  Ordainers. — We  have 
not  met  with  any  parliamentary  aids  given  by 
the  dergy  for  some  time ;  but  at  a  prorogadoa 
of  this  last  pari,  to  meet  again  a(ler£a;»ter,  an 
aid  was  demanded  of  that  body:  they  excused 
themselves  from  granting  any,  without  the 
pope's  licence ;  but  allowed  that  a  messenger 
should  be  sent  to  Rome,  at  the  king's  expence^ 
for  that  purpose.  At  his  return  he  brought  a 
licence  from  his  holiness,  that  the  dergy  should 
grant  a  10th  for  one  year,  which  wab  done  ae* 
cordingly. 

Another  confederacy  of  the  barons  now 
started  up  against  the  Despensers,  &ther  and 
son,  whose  lands  and  lordships  they  burnt  and 
destroyed  all  over  En^and.  Tluwia^  earl  of 
Lancaster  was,  also,  at  the  head  of  this  league  { 
and  diey  had  bound  themsdves  by  certain 
written  instruments,  or  indentures,  to  purMie 
both  father  and  son  to  destruction.  These  in** 
dentures  will  be  found  at  large,  with  the  names 
of  the  principal  confederate  lofds^  in  Brady 
and  Tyrrel,  under  the  year  13«0.— After  many 
lawless  devastations,  in  which  the  innoCent 
were  involved  with  the  guilty,  they  marched 
to  St.  Albans,  irom  whence  they  sent  five  bps. 
to  the  king,  *  to  demand  in  their  Jiames  that 
the  two  Despensers,  Hu|^  and  Hugh,  as  trai* 
tors,  should  be  banisbed  irom  his  court  and 
kingdom.'  The  king  answered  the  messengenk 
mildly,  *  tliat  Hugh,  the  father,  was  beyond 
sea,  in  his  service,  and  Hugh  the  son  was  at 
sea,  ibr  the  guarding  the  cinque-ports,  accord- 
ing to  his  duty;  and  that  according  to  right 
and  costom  they  ought  not  to  be  banishe4 
without  answering  for  themsdves.'  ITiis  an- 
swer, thouflh  it  seemed  so  fair  and  reasonable^ 
says  Tyrrel,  did  but  the  more  enrage  the  angry 
barons ;  who,  taking  up  anns  aeam,  marched 
directly  for  London,  where  the  king  then  was, 
and  where,  in  order  to  settle  these  differences 
and  disorders  he  had  called  a  parhament  to 
meet  on  July  1^,  13^1. 

The  parL  pet  at  Westm.  on  the  day  appoijil- 
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cd,  bat  the  diEcontcntcd  lords,  thouch  thcj 
were  so  peMr,  came  not  accordiog  to  tiio  sum- 
moos,  but  remained  in  London,  lA  fin  mned 
posture,  in  direct  defiance  of  the  king  and 
laws,  tor  15  dnvs  after  the  pari.  Mas  be«;un, 
without  once  ap\>earing  ^  itv  lliey  held  coitn- 
cUs,  however,  by  themselves,  and,  nitiiout 
ever  consutting  the  king  about  It,  they  drew 
tip  a  sentence,  or  Judgment,  against  the  two 
Despensers,  and  brought  it  down  to  Wcst^. 
^ith  force  of  arms,  which  the  kin^,  bcint:  m  no 
^ise  able  to  oppose,  they  g6t  passed  into  a 
law  and  enrolled  accordiugly.  'fliis  sentence, 
or  statute,  translated  from  the  old  French,  is 
<i5  follows: — 

**  To  the  honour  of  God  ftnd  holy  church, 
Imd  of  our  lord  the  king,  for  the  profit  of  him 
lind  his  realm,  and  to  maintain  peace .amonest 
iiis  people,  and  the  estate  of  the  crown,  the 
)M*ehites,  carls,  biupons,  and  other  peers  and 
commons  of  the  realm,  do  shew  against  sir 
Hu^h  Despenscr,  father  and  sou,  that  whcre- 
lis  sir  Uu^  the  son^  at  the  pari,  held  at  York, 
was  appointed  to  be  Chamberlain  to  the  kin^, 
in  whicn  pari,  it  was  agreed,  that  certain  pro- 
Jntes  and  other  great  men  should  be  with  tiie 
king  by  tiu*ns,  at  several  season^  of  the  year, 
Uie  better  to  adviso  him,  without  whom  no 
great  business  ought  to  be  done ;  now  tlte  said 
sir  Hugh  the  son,  drawing  to  him  his  fkthcr, 
tfho  was  not  by  order  of  pari,  to  be  near  the 
Icing,  or  to  be  one  of  those  counsellors,  be* 
tween  them  both  have  usurped  royal  po^-er 
over  the  king  and  his  ministers,  a'ud  the  go- 
vernment of  the  kingdom,  to  the  db«hononr  of 
tiie  king,  the  injury  of  the  crown,  and  tiie  do- 
fetniction  of  the  kingdom,  great  men  and  peo- 

*  pie,  mid  have  done  the  wickednesses  under- 
written, in  contriviiig  to  turn  the  heart  of  tiie 
king  from  the  peers  of  the  land,  tliat  so  they 
(the  Despeiwers)  may  have  the  sole  govcmni. 
thereof.  '  That  sir  Hugh  the  son  made  a  bill  or 
imriting,  wliereby  he-  would  have  had  sir  John 
bifSai'd  of  Briiumesfield,  sir  Rich.  de.  (ircye, 
and  others,  enter  into  a  confederacy,  to  have 
forced  the  king  to  do  what  he  would  liave 
hinf,  and  had  aluMst  done  it;  the  tenOr  of 
Which  bill  is  underwritten  : — 1st.  Hoinnffe  and 
thK  oath  of  allegiance  is  more  due,  by  rrasou 
*)f  the  crown,  tlian  of  the  person  of  tlie  kiujr, 
and  is  hiere  tied  or  fixed  to  the  cro\^n,  thiui 
to  the  person;  and  this  appears,  for  that  be- 
fore the  state  ot'  the  crown  descehds,  there  is 
bio  allegiance  due  to  the  person  cxpeci;i«t; 
therefore  if  the  king  does  not  govern  himself 
by  reason,  according  to  the  right,  or  law,  of 
the  crown,  his  lieges  are  then  bound  by  tieir 

^ath  taken  to  the  crown,  to  remove  ti:e  king, 
i»nd  to  take  care  of^  the  state  of  the  crown,  by 
a  duo  admiuistration ;  for  otiiri*wi5e  that  oath 
Y:ould  not  be  observed.  Now  if  it  Le  dtmund*- 
^,  how  the  king  is  to  be  dealt  with,  ^ili^thcf 
by  suit  of  law,  or  by  rigour  P  not  by  the -former, 
tor  DO  man  can  be  redressed  tliat  way,  because 
lie  ctm  have  no  judge,  unless  it  be  from  the 
king  himself;  in  which  case,  if  the  king  will 
-*«i  be.  guided  according  to  reason,  he  will  then 


be  obstinate  in  his  error:  whiereibre  b^  ought 
to  keep  his  oath,  and  when  tbe  king  will  not 
relieve  him^  but  is  outrageous,  aad  wiildo  that 
which  is  injurious  to  his  p«ople  in  general,  and 
witlial  is  prejudicial  to  his  crown,  then  is  it 
time  Ibr  them  to  proceed  against  him  with  n^ 
gour ;  for  he  is  bound  by  his  oath  to  govem 
his  people  and  his  lieges;  and  they  are  bound 
Vi  govern  in  aid  of  him,  in  case  of  hia^llefiuik. 
— 9nd.  Upon  any  application  of  the  greaitmeil 
and  (Miople  unto  him,  tlie  king's  answer  still 
uas  according^to  the  pleasure  of  these  two,  in 
turning  the  king  from  his  du^  against  his  oath^ 
and  the  hearts  of  the  great  men  and  people 
against  tlieir  licg|#  lord. — 3r4.  By  their  mvH 
coatrivano^y  they  would  not  sufier  the  great 
men  of  the  reahn,  nor  good  coonseUors  t» 
speak  with,  or  come  near  the  king  to  adviw 
mti)^  nor  the  king  to  speak  witk  them,  unless 
in  their  presence,  or  in  the  hearing  of  one  of 
them,  and  dwt  too  but  when  thi^  pleased; 
thus  usurping  royal  power  and  sovereignty  over 
the  person  o€  the  king,  to  the  great  dishonour 
Hitd  peri]  of  him,  his  crown  and  kingdom^r-ip 
4tii.  To  attain  their  wickedness,  covetownessy 
and  to  tlie  disinheriting  of  the  great  nsen,  and 
the  destructiofi  pf  the  people,  they  had  put 
out  .good  and  agreeable  ministers  who  had 
bc^n  phiced  by  assent,  and  put  in  others  falsa 
and  wicked,  that  were  of  their  own  party,  who 
would  not  su6kr  right  to  be  done  ;  as  ^erife« 
esciieators,  constables  of  castles ;  and  made 
those  justices,  who  understood  not  the  law,  as 
sir  llui^  tlie  fatlier,  sir  Ralph  Basset,  sir  Ralph 
Camois,  and  sir  John  Inge,  and  divers  otliers 
their  frieuds,  who  caused  by  fake  jurors  of 
their  alliance,  the  peers  of  the  land  to  be  in*> 
dieted ;  as  the  earl  of  Hereford,  the  lord  Gi^ 
foni  of  Tkimmeslield,  the  lord  Rob.  de  Mont- 
hair,  mid  other  good  pooplo,  to  get  their  lands 
from  them» — 5tli.  The¥  falsely  and  malicioiisly 
advised  the  king  to  raise  arms  against  his  peo*- 
ple,  in  Gloucestershire,  contrary  to  the  ^at 
charter,  and  the  award  of  the  peers  of  the 
land;  and  by  their  fabe  and-  evil  counsel, 
wou'd  have  made  war  in  the. land,  for  their 
own  proper  quarrel,  to  the  destruction  of  holy 
rhurch,  and  the  people,  tith.  Whereas  the 
eiu-i  of  Hcrcyford,  and  the  lord  Mortimer  of 
VViofnoro,  by  the  king's  command,  were  as* 
siii^ued  to  make  war  upon  Lleuelyn  Bren,  whtf 
hnd  levied  war  against  hhn  in  GlamorganshirCy 
wiieu  the  cari  of  Gloucester's  lands,  by  rcasoa 
of  his  deatli,  were  in  the  king's  hands ;  this 
Ucueiyn  had  rendered  himself  into  those  lords 
;hands,  to  the  king's  grace  and  pleasure,  and 
upon  that  condition  was  delivered  to  the  king^ 
wiio  receivod  him  accordingly :  but  when  these 
lords  were  oot  of  the  country,  these  two  sir 
ilugbs,  the  father  and  son,  wurping  roy«i 
power,  took  Deuelyn,  mid  carried  him  to  Caer^ 
didf.  After  wlddi,  sur  Hiigh  the  youa^  ^^'^^ 
seized  tfadreof,  aftd  pretefifliiigtQt&  jnritdictioii 
where  noae  was  in  this  case,  there  caused  the 
said  Ueueiyn,  to  be  drawn,  hanged,  befaeade<^ 
and  tfuartered,  fdomousby,  for  things  done  fii 
the  timeof  ktitgHeiiiyi  aiui  thoy  alto  took  iip«lk 
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tbem-  ToytA  power  and  jorisdiction,  irbirh  it«« 
ftfkpen^aat  to  tbe  csown,  in  disherison  thcnrof. 
«od  to  the  cbshooour  of  the  kimc.  the  said  lonh; 
of  Hereford  an^  Mortimer,  an^  m  ill  exainpie 
«iiil  great  peril  in  the  like  case  Ibr  time  to  comr. 
7tb.  'Hiej  ill  advised  the  king,  to  take  into  im 
kands  tbe  hu^b  and  poods  of  sir  lio^h  Audtey 
tbe  SOD,  wha  was  iore^odged  witiioirt  diic  pno- 
cess,  oontraiy  to  the  U^rx  of  the  land,  hy  tin; 
cotetoiisnets  of  the  said  Hugh  to  c^ct  some  o( 
tbdse  lands,  and  by  oither  hh>t  pretj'nces,  con- 
trived to  get  the  iands  of  sir  Hoger  Dtiuunory, 
^iag  Attaiated  hin^  upon  his  enterini;  into 
Gknmstershire,  to  tb»  dishericance  of  ii>e 
neers  of  the  land. — Sth.  That  whereas  the  king 
sad  granted  by  bis  letten  patents  to  the  ead 
of  Wanrick,  in  ftdl  parL,  at  Westm.  that  after 
his  dea^,  lus  executovs  should  have  his  lands, 
ftntil  his  heir  was  of  ^  age;  which  grant, 
after  the  earl's  deaths  was  coniimied  by  the 
king  ftt  Lincohiy  at  the  reqnest  and  assent  of 
the  peers  of  the  land  in  P&ii^t  yet  the  snid  sir 
Uoffi  the  li^er  procurea  his  son  to  cause  the 
kinf^  to  repeal. this  grunt,  without  cause;  and 
to  give  the  guardiaofllnp  of  the  said  knds  to 
the  said  Hu^  the  father^  lor  his- own  profit; 
and  also  had  defeated  by  evil  counsel,  \^t  the 
kio^  had  grafted  in  his  parHainents,  hf  good 
fdvice,  9jnA  by  assent  of  the  peers  of  the  land; 
to  th^  dishonoor  of  the  king,  and  nmiinst  rieht 
and  reason. — 0th.  That  they  would  not  sutler 
the  kinc  to  taice  reasonable  fines  of  the  peers 
of  the  land,  and  others,  when  they  entered 
upon,  and  reoeivod  their  fees,  as  it  had  been 
used  before  that  time:  but  by  covetoosnesR,  to 
obtain  such  lands  by  tbe.noyal  pouor,  thry  had 
caused  undue  impeachments  to  be  brought^ 
funaising  the  land  tabcibrfbiced,  as  were  tho(«e 
of  sir  John  de  Mowbray  and  others,  to  the 
damage  and  dishonour  of  the  king,  and  con- 
traiy  to  the  law  of  the  land,  in  dislieritance  of 
the  great  men  and  others;  and  also  making  the 
l^ing  do  against  bis  oath  in  parliament. — lOth. 
By  wicked  oovetousnes^,  and  engrossing  of 
nower-rayai,  they  would  not  suffer  the  king  to 
near  or  bo  right  to  the  great  men,  upon  wluit 
they  present^  to  him,  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  themselyes,  touching  the  disheriting  the 
erown  aikd  them^  concerning  the  lands  which 
were  the  Templars :  also  by  usurping  power* 
royal  they  goremed  the  king,  lus  council,  nnd 
prelates;  so  that  in  matters  concerning  them 
and  ^eir  friends,  or  which  they  undertook,  no 
r^ht  cottki  be  obtained,  but  according  to  their 
pleasures:  to  the  dainage  and  dishonour  of  the 
king,  the  peril  of  his  oath,  and  disheritance 
and  destruction  of  tbe  people  of  his  realm.-*^ 
11th.  Bishops,  abbots,  and  priors  elect,  who 
90^  to  be  received  of  the  kingy  when  duly 
elected,  could  not  come  near  him,  nor  dpeak 
yrrth  him  to  obtain  his  fecvcmr,  until  they  had 
agreed  and  made  fine  with  sir  Hugh  the  «m, 
ACcordiQg  to  his  pleasure;  nor  those  that  had 
any  gnast  to  ask  of  the  Hng^  could  obtnin  it, 
bebfe  thi^had  made  their  ^reemeat  or  line 
wfdi'  ldra>*»Wiiich  tviokcdnesses  being  notmi* 
ffli  A&d  firoe^  as  it  is  Auiid  k^  the  examnatiflB 


of  the  airk,  bflrens,  and  other  peers  of  the 
Uu^ ;  therelbre  we  tlie  peers  of  the  Idnd,  carls 
and  barous,  iu  tlie  prcs(*ncc  of  our  lord  the 
king,  do  aivai-d,  that  Hugh  le  Des^ienser  the 
houj  and  Hii^h  le  Desp^nscr  tbe  tiitlier,  sluili 
be '  di^critod  for  ever,  as  dislicritors^  of  the 
esown,  and  enemies  tu  the  kiu:;  ju^d  his  peo* 
pic;  and  shall  be  bsmished  the  kingdom  of 
Kii«i;k)nd,  never  to  return  again,  unks^k  be  b^ 
the  assent  of  the  king,  and  by  asscnt^f  the 
prelates,  earls  and  borons  in  parliumeitt  duly 
fnnunoned ;  aud  to  quit  tjie  rouhn  becwiien  the 
tiiac  of  the  date  otf*  this  statute,  and  the  fea!<t 
of  tlie  decollation  oif  st^  John  Baptist^  (or  nine 
and  twentieth  of  August)  next  ccaning;  and  if 
foond  in  £ngland  alVcr  the  day,  or  if  tliey  re« 
tiui^  after  that  day,  then  to  be  dealt  with  as 
eneiniei  of  the  king  and  kbigdom.*' 

Tins  in  the  printed  copy  of  old  stututos,  it 
ealk?d  The  IVmishment  of  Hugh  [)espen»cr* 
fiithcr  tvnd  son..  Yet  it  is  remarkable  tlutt  these 
articles  were  Admitted  and  taken  for  granted, 
without  any  dii«ct  proof,  as  tlie  maifncr  thon 
was  to  proceed  in  pari..  After  this  sentence 
wns  puUirly  read  ivu«l  agreed  to,  the  confo* 
derate  lords  had,  yet,  another  game  to  play ; 
ivl^ch  the  .^me  force  wopld  easily  carry  them 
through.  Thpy  bethought  themselves  that  it 
was  ueresAary  to  have  some  .security  fer  '«\  hat 
tliey  hud  dono ;  and  in  oi-der  to- it  ttie^'addre^' 
scd  a  kind  of  a  petition,  ^or  rather  &  ne^toit* 
straorc,  to  the  king,  setting- liirtii; 

H  That  the  two  JJespensere,  lisurpiwg  royal 
power,  and  having  the  king  and  his  minist^ri 
fuid  the  rltrcetion  of  the  law,  at  theii-  dcvotiorfl 
or  in  their  poxver,  the  gi«nt  men  of  ^  the  land 
made  a  coim.*demcy  hy  oath,  wrichig,  and  iii 
otlior  manner,  without  the  king't*  lijave ;  and 
tiicn  they  and  otliei-s,  with  hotso  and  aWns,  hild 
marciicd  against  them,  and  took  and  seized 
divers  castles,  towns,  manors,  lajid^,  tene- 
ments, goods  nnd  chattels  of  the  king's  liege^ 
subjegts ;  and  some  of  them  they  took  and  im- 
prisoned, and  others  they  ransomed,  and  somo 
they  killed,  and  did  many  other  things,  in  de- 
stroying the  said  Hugh  aud  Hugh,  mk  their 
allies  and  others  in  England,  Wales  and  the 
Marchc?,  of  which  some  may  be  called,  fel<H 
nie^ ;  which  things  having  been  so  doo{?  by 
necessity,  ought  not  to  be  taken  notice  otj  ncxr 
pmiishcd  by  law ;  nor  can  be  Without  great 
trouble  or  hacard  of  war.  The  baj*ons  tiiere- 
fere  pray  the  king,  for  peace  sake,  for  the  as- 
suaging of  anger  and  rancour,  and  makimr 
unity  in  the  hmd;  and  that  he  may  more  en- 
tirely have  tho' hearts  and  good-will  of  his 
people,  to  defend  his  own  oountries,  and  ot- 
fena  his  enetAit?s ;  that  it  might  be  accorded, 
and  assented  to  in  fuU  parliament,  by  the  king, 
prelates,  earls,  barous  and  coimnons ;  that  no 
great  men  of  the  reakn,  prelate,  earl,  baron, 
linight,  dork,  or  esq.  Ibr  the  conil'deracy 
made  hj  oath,  writing,  or  in  other  manner ; 
or  ibr  nding  with  Uie  kiag^s  or  other  bftnners 
displayed ;  nor  for  the  ta&ng  or  detaining  of 
any  castles,  towiik,'ttiaft<]ft'^,  lands,  tenements^ 
goods  Qt  dittttab^  ^#^  Mitin^  imprisoamg. 
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iui(K|rantmximg  the  kin|^8  liege-people ;  er  for 
kiUin«;  -of  men,  and  oUier  robberies,  foloniei, 
or  other  things  done  against  the  king's  peace, 
which  moy  bo  judged  trtspassea^r  felonies; 
'  from  the  be^ilniiinc  of  tlic  world  to  that  day ; 
nor  that  any  people  of  what  condition  soever 
theT  were,  for  the  trespasses  and  felonies  afore* 
»aid,  committed  since  Candlemas  last  past,  to 
4bat  dMff  should  be  impeached,  grieved,  or 
molested  at  the  suit  of  the  king;,  or  any  other. 
But  of  all  ^uch  things,  by  this  statute  and  ac- 
cord, sliould  be  quit  tor  ever ;  taring  to  every 
one,  except  the  said  Hugh  and  Hugh,  their 
right  to»  demand,  and  recover  their  firtuyc-tone- 
jncnt  and  their  ri)(ht;  without  punishment 
from  tho  Jun^,  or  givino:  damages  to  the  party. 
^Vnd  also  that  it  might  be  granted  by  the  king 
in  the  said  pari,  that  if  any  earl,  baron,  or  any 
P'eat  men,  for  themselves  or  others,  wliom 
ther  shall  name  to  the  chancellor,  between  this 
and  St.  Michael  next  coming,  will  have  the 
king's  pardon  for  suit  or  process  of  the  pence, 
or  what  pertains  to  him,  of  all  manner  xk  felo- 
nies and  trespaKses  done  contrary  to  tlie  peace; 
or  of  any  disobediences^  contempts^  conspi- 
racies, confederations,  privy  covenants^  and 
obligations  made  against  the  king,  they  shall 
have  tlieir  several  chatters  of  pardon,  under 
the  great  seal,  without  paying  an^  fees  in  the 
chancery :  and  that  all  such  writings  to  the 
oontrary,  wherever  found,  shall  be  null  and 
Yoid."—- After  this  fbUowt  the  form  of  the  char- 
ter of  pvdon,  that  was  ti^en  out  by  tho  earl  of 
Hereford  and  the  rest  of  the  barons  and  great 
men,  who  bad  been  eonfoderates  in  this  vio- 
lent uadertakiqg.  It  beam  date  at  Westm.  the 
dOth  of  Aug,  in  the  15th  year  of  this  reign. 

In  tS92  the  king  issned  his  summons  for  a 
pari,  to  be  holdeli  at  York,  They  met  in  that 
city,  according  to  summons,  3  weeks  after 
Easter ;  when  upon  the  petitions  of  the  Dcs- 
pcnsers,  father  and  son,  to  the  king,  die  pro- 
cess a«d,  judgment  against  them  for  their  dis- 
heritance and  exile  wcro  brought  into  pari, 
and,  upon  shewing  divers  errors  in  them,  they 
were  revoked  and  made  null.  All  which  pro- 
cess and  the  statute  made  thereupon,  being 
fitiU  on  the  rolls  in  the  Tower,  are  translated 
at  large  by  dr.  Qrady,  because,  says  he,  <  they 
contaun  some  of  the  history  and  much  of  tlie 
practice  and  manner  6f  great  men*s  living  in 
th^  days.'  As  we  have  given  the  Articles 
exhibited  against  the  Despenters,  it  would  be 
inconsistent  \yith  the  impartiality  we  profess, 
to  omit  the  statute  for  revoking  their  sentence 
of  banishment :  since  it  may  justly  stand  aa  a 
summary  of  the  defence  they  were  not  allowed 
to  make  at  the  time  of  their  accusation.  This 
autute  of  revocation  first  relates  to  Hugh 
the  son,  and  begins  with  the  recital  of  the  sen- 
tence or  award  mad^  at  a  pari.  heM  3  weeks 
after  Midsummer  last  pa^t,  against  the  said 
Dcspensersy  faUKir  and  son ;  as  also  a  petition 
which  t^  son  had  some  time  before  given  to 
the  king,  shewjiifti 

«  That  while  ho  was  i|i  his  scniiJe,  as  his 
dmij%rhMn,  the  |o«sl»,lf<ytimfii^  unclo  and 


napliew,  with  divers  l)arQBs  there  named,  made 
a  confederacy  by  oath  and  writing,  to  pmraiie 
and  destroy  mm :  by  virtue  of  which,  they 
with  their  retinnes,  connsting  of  800  men  at 
anus,  500  hoblefs,  or  li«!ht  horse,  and  10,000 
foot,  came  to  Newport  in  Wales;  and  ^om 
thence  marched  forwards  to  take  his  towuf 
and  castles ;  and  entering  upon  his  lands,  they 
killed  part  of  his  tenants  or  people ;  tome  of 
which  i^ere  knights,  tbsrein  named,  besides 
others  ot*the  saine  decree,  who  were  made  pri- 
stmers ;  and  they  took  and  carried  away  his 
goods  and  chattels.  Then  it  proceeds  to  re- 
count every  thing  in  particolar;  as  bow  auoh 
provisions  of  all  sorts,  what  horses,  armour, 
and  other  tilings,  were  lost ;  as  also  bow  many 
oxen,  cows  anu  riicep,  to  a  vast  quantity,  they 
then  plundered  and  carried  away;  together 
with  die  loss  of  lus  charters,  writings,  and 
ready  money ;  as  also  the  burning  his  granges, 
destroying  his  crop  upon  the  ground,  seiting 
of  liis  rents  and  debts,  and  disparking  his  perks; 
all  which  damages,  as  appcanMi  bv  casting  up 
the  particulars  therein  mentimicd,  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  near  20/XK>/.  Then  it  fiirther 
recites,  *  I'lat  they,  the  uud  caris  and  barons, 
with  all  their  force  and  power  came  to  the  pari, 
at  Westm.  and  there,  upon  fidse  accusations, 
without  culling  the  said  Hugh  to  answer^ 
against  all  manner  of  right  and  reason^  and 
against  the  kw*  of  the  land,  erroneously  award* 
ed  him  to  be  disinliorited,  and  exiled  KogUnd ; 
wherefore  he  prays  the  king,  as  he  is  bound  by 
right  of  his  crown,  and  by  tho  oath  he  made  at 
his  coronation  to  maintain  all  people  in  their 
rights,  dmt  he  would  please  to  cause  to  be 
brought  before  him  the  process  of  the  award 
made  against  him,  diat  it  may  be  examined ; 
and  that  the  said  Hugli  may  be  admitted  to 
shew  the  errors  in  it,  and  if  there  slmll  be  any 
found,  he  would  please  to  repeal  aad  redress 
them ;  with  a  protestation  that  he  will  be  here- 
after ready  to  answer  any  complaint  according 
to  rco^n.' — Next  it  proceeds  to  shew  the  er- 
rors of  the  said  process,  as, '  1st.  that  the  great 
men  who  pursued  and  de3tro}*ed  him,  pra3red 
pardon  of  the  kin^  for  aU  those  thmgs  which 
might  be  judjfed  folonics  or  trespasses  in  diat 
pursuit,  which  diey  made  by  their  own  autho- 
rity; by  which  they  wrongfully  made  them- 
selves judges  of  him,  miiere  they  could  not,  nor 
ought  to  be  judges.  2d.  That  the  said  Hugh 
was  not  called  into  court,  to  answer  when  the 
award  was  nmde ;  also,  that  the  sentence  was 
giveA  without  the  a^M  nt  of  the  prelates,  who 
were  peers  in  parliament.  Sd.  ITwt  there 
was  no  record  of  their  pursuit,  or  the  causes 
conttuned  in  the  award ;  also,  that  the  award 
was  made  ^[ainst  the  fuiin  of  the  groat  char- 
ter :  wherein  is  contsiined,  that  no  man  shall 
before-judsed,  nor  in  other  manner  destroyed, 
unless  bv  jiidument  of  his  peers,  or  by  thelaw 
of  die  lafid.-^l'hen  he  requests  the  kmg  to 
take  notice,  *  that  the  great  men  were  sum- 
mmed  to  come  duly  to  the  pari,  yet  did  not, 
hot  came  with  hor»e  and  arms,  and  all  their 
foice:  a.\er  which  he 4he  said.  Hugh cam«iiv 
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mad  mttiMnd  kuMelf  ]mo»er  to  the  king; 
fmyiDg  to  be  rcceiml  into  his  protection^  to 
ptosecttte  his  complaint^  and  tbat  right  mi^bt 
be  done  him  in  these  matters :  that  tlie  king 
reoeired  him  as  he  ought  to  do ;  and  caused 
his  petition  to  be  carried  to  the  abp.  of  Caiv- 
iarbiur^,  the  bps.  and  other  prelates  and 
dcr^y  in  the  province  of  Canterbury^  then  be- 
ing m  a  provmciil  council  at  London ;  chars* 
ing  them  by  the  &ath  they  o«vied  to  hifn,  to  ad- 
vise about  the  petition,  and  let  him  know  their 
thoughts  oonoerning  it.  And  when  they  had 
we£  advised  thereupon,  they  answeped,  that  it 
teemed  to  them,  that  the  process  and  award 
ef  the  eiiie,  and  disinheritance  of  Hu^  the 
ton,  and  father,- were  erroneous  and  wrongfully 
Blade;  whereibre  they  agreed,  »nd  unaiu- 
moosiy  assenled  as  peers  of  the  land,  and  pray- 
ed as  peers  spiritual,  that  the  award  which 
was  made  wickedly  and  wrongfully  against 
God  and  all  manner  of  rizht,  m^t  be  by  the 
king  repealed,  aod  annulled  ii^r  ever.  And 
they  said  furdier,  that  they,  nor  any  of  them 
ever  assented  to  the  said  Award;  but  that 
everyone  of  tbem,  at  the  time  when  the  Award 
was  made,  did  make  protestation  in  writing, 
that  th^  could  not,  nor  would  assont  to  it  for 
several  reasons.  And  the  earl  of  Kent,  the 
taid  king's  brother,  the  earls  of  Eichmond, 
Pembroke, '.and  Arundel,  with  tlie  prelates, 
being  before  the  king,  sttid,  the  award  was 
wrongful,  and  against  mw  and'riglit;  and  pray- 
ed him,  as  the  prelates  had  done  before,  to  null 
and  make  voici  the  award :  and  the  said  earls 
aftrmed,  that  for  fe«r  of  the  force,  which  the 
great  men  suddenly  brought  to  die  pari,  in  or- 
der to  make  the  award,  which  was  to  them  un- 
known and  uncxpected,thcy  gave  their  assent  to 
it,  and  also  advised  the  kii^  to  suffer  it  to  pass; 
ior  which  offence  and  mistake  they  prayed^his 
pardon." 

Then  immediately  follows  in  the  same  record, 
a  hke  petition  dehvered  in  pari,  by  Hugh  le 
Despenser  the  father,  being  to  the  same  dfcct 
with  that  of  Ins  son*s;  setting  forth,  '<  That  the 
tame  great  men  before  named,  and  Qther  ad- 
herents and  confederates,  virith  force  and  arms, 
on  the  day  of  St.  Bamaby,  in  the  14th  year  of 
the  ki^  came  to  his  manor  of  Fasteru  in 
Wiltshire,  and  12  others  in  that  shire,  and  in 
other  coimties,  viz.  6  in  Gloucester,  4  in  Dor- 
setshire, 5  in  Ilmupshire,  2  in  Berkshire,  6  in 
Oxfbrdsliire,  S  in  Buckinf^bamshire,  4  in  Surrey, 
I'in  Cambridgeshire,  2  m  Iluntingdooshirc,  5 
in  Leicestershire,  1  in  Yorkshire,  1  inlincoln- 
thirp,  5  in  Cheshire,  and  5  in  Wan\ickshire;' 
in  all  63  manors  there  named;  which  shews 
the  vast  estates  the  two  lords  Despensers  had 
In  those  days.  But  as  for  the  destruction  and 
bavock  the  barons  made  upon  the  lands  of 
Hugh  the  father,  they  were  much  to  the  sume 
efiect  with  those  that  were  done  to  the  son, 
«i)y  greater ;  as  '  the  driving  away  of  28,000 
theep,  22,000  osei^.  heifers ^and  cows,  besides 
the  spoiling  of  two  Crops,  one  ii^  the  baru,  and 
the  other  upon  the  ground;  the  taking  awuy 
^hove  600  nofscs  imd  mofcs^  besides  a  vast 


onantity  of  provisions  of  all  sorts,  axuj  armour 
for  20Q  men ;  and  die  destruction  of  his  houses 
and  goods  to  the  value  of  above  30,000/.  as 
also  die  taking  away  out  of  the  king's  castle  at, 
Marlborough,  36  sacks  of  Wool,  a  chiJice  and 
cross  of  gold,  divera  rich  vestments  and  other, 
ornaments  behuiging  to  the  chapel;  besides 
other  goods  and  furniture,  to  the  damage  of 
5,000/.  more.'*  .        .  t 

Next  follows  the  king's  judgment  in  this' 
form,  **  We  afterwards  at  our  pari,  held  at, 
York  3  weeks  afltu*  Easter,  in  the  15th  year, 
of  our  rekn,  caused  to  come  before  us  the 
Process  of  the  Award ;  as  also  the  Petition  oif 
the  said  Uugh  the  son,  and  Hugh  the  father, 
in  the^  words ;  to  the  honour  of  God^  and 
holy  church,  &c.  At  %vliich  pari,  at  York,  the 
said  Hugh  the  son,  and  Hugh  die  father,  bcixi^ 
brought  before  us  in  court,  prosecuted  their 
complaints,  and  prayed  us  to  do  them  ri^ht ; 
when  the  said  Ilugh,  die  son,  for  himself  al- 
ledgcd  the  crroi-s  in  the  process,  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  also  Hugh  the  fadier  allecked  the  same 
errors,  and  urayed  severally  laidjointjy,  tliat, 
as  die  award  lyas  made  crruncoubly  and  wron^- 
fuUv,  against  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  realm^ 
and  agau.st  common  right  and  reason,  that 
we  would  annul  and  defeat  the  said  award, 
and  thiit  they,  the  complainants,  miglit  be  re-^ 
mitted  and  reconciled  to  our  faidi,  and  to  such 
estate  as  they  had,  and  were  in  before  the 
awards.  And,  b(»rcuj-on  hearing  the  reasons 
of  the  said  Hugh  and  Hu^  we  cau^^cd  Uae  ' 
process  to  be  examined  in  mil  pari  in  the  pre-  ' 
sence  of  the  prelates,  eaiis,  barons,  knights  of  i 
counties,  and  the  people  that  were  ^oinc  by 
reason  of  die  parL;  and  we  found  the  said 
award  was  made  without  culling  them  to  an- 
swer, and  w  ithout  die  assent  of  the  prelatesi, 
who  are  peers  of  the  realm  in  pari.,  and  against, 
the  great  charter  of  die  franchises  in  England  ; 
whicn  says.  No  freeman  shall  be  banished,  or 
otherwise  destroyed^  but  by  lawful  judgment  of 
his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  for  that 
diey  were  not  called  in  court,  to  make  answ  er,. 
&c.  for  these  errors,  and  for  that  the  causes  pf  the 
said  award  were  not  duly  proved :  as  also  hav- 
ing regard  to  this,  that  we  caused  the  pari,  at^ 
Westni.  to  be  summoned  in  dtie  manner,  and 
commanded  by  our  writs  die  said  great  men,  w  ho 
made  the  said  award,  not  to  make  assemblies 
and  alliances,  or  come  with  aimed  men  ;  yet 
they  came  with  all  their  force  to  diat  pari., 
notwithstanding  our  command;  aod  when  they 
came  to  London  in  that  manner,  they  held 
their  councils  and  assemblies  widiout  cominf 
to  us  at  Westm.  according  to  summons ;  and 
when  we  sent  to  them  to  come  to  die  pari.  at. 
Westm.,  as  they  ouglit,  they  would  not  come, 
nor  let  us  know  their  mind,  nor  die  cause  of 
the  award,  though  we  had  begun  and  held  the 
pari,  for  15  days  and  more,  and  caused  to  qome 
before  us  the  prelates,  and  some  carls  and  ba- 
rons, knights  of  counUes,  and  odicrs,  who  came 
for  the  commons  of  die  realm ;  and  causi^  it 
to  be  published,  that  diose  that  had  petitions 
to  promote^  should  deliver  them :  and  atWr  pro^ 
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dunsdon  thus  madt?,  no  petition  was  delivered, 
or  complaint  made  against  the  said  Hugh  and 
Ilntii,  until  they,  the  barou*s  came  as  fiforc- 
iftio ;  and  the  contrivance  of  the  said  award 
they  wboHly  concealed  and  kept  from  us,  unto 
the  very  hou^  they  came  to  Wcstm,  with  fbree 
and  arms,  and  made  their  award  against  rea- 
ion,  as  a  thing  treated  and  ngreed  on  amongst 
thcmselv^  by  their  owji  authority,  in  our  ab- 
ience;  ctfcroaching  upon  the  regal  power,  ju- 
mdiction  and  connanance,  ^and  judgment  of 
cho$e  things  which  belong  to'our  royal  dignity: 
ifherelbi-e  we  could  not  at  thprt  time  stop  the 
Mid  award,  nor  do  right  to  the  said  H Mgh  nn^ 
llu^h,  as  it  belonged  to  us.  And  farther  taking 
Doticey  that  those  great  mqn,  after  the  award 
made,  prayed  our  pardon  and  release  for  con- 
federating t^icmselves  by  oath,  writing,  or  in 
other  manner,  without  our  leave;  in  pursuing 
the  Dcspenscrs,  and  marching  with  our  ban- 
ners, and  their  own  ensigns  displayed ;  and 
talcing  and  possessing  castles^  towns,  manors, 
land^,  tenements,  goods  aud  diattels;  and  also 
taking  and  imprisoning  people  of  our  allegi- 
ance, and  others;  some  they  grounded,  and 
•orac  tliev  killed,  and  mnny  other  things  they 
did  in  order  to  destroy  the  said  Hugh  and  HugH, 
in  England,  Wales,  and  other  wliere :  of  winch 
some  might  be  called  trespasses,  and  others 
ifclonies.  Also  it  appearea,  that  those  great 
men  were  cficmies  to,  and  hated  them  at  the 
time  of  the  award,  and  before ;  wherefore  they 
ought  not  to  be  their  judges,  in  their  own  pro- 
secution qf  them,  nor  have  record  upon  the 
causes  of  the  said  award.  And  we  are  bound 
by  oath  made  at  our  coronation,  and  obHjred 
(t>  do  right  to  'all  our  subjects,  and  to  redress? 
and  cause  to  be  amended  all  wrongs  done  to 
fliem,  when  ve  are  required ;  according  to  the 
great  charter,  bv  wliich  we  are  not  to  sell  or 
delay  right  and  justice  to  any  one :  and  -at  the 
preying  advice  and  request* of  the  prelates, 
dven  us  for  the  safety  of  our  sou],  and  to  avoid 
danger,  and  to  take  away  an  evil  example  for 
Jhc'time  to  come,  of  such  undertaking^  and 
Judgments  in  tlie  like  case,  f^oinst  reason  r 
wherefore  we  seeing  and  knowing  the  said  pro- 
cess and  award,  made  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
fo  be  as  weU  to  the  prejudice  of  us,  the  blcm^ 
i$h  of  our  crown  and  royal  dignity,  against  u? 
and  our  heirs,  as  against  the  said  Hugh  and 
Hugh,  and  for  other  reasonable  causes:  We 
by  our  n^l  power,  in  a  fiill  pari,  at  York,  by 
the  advice  and  assent  of  the  prelates,  earls,  and 
barons,  knights  of  counties,  and  common<»  of 
the'  realm,  and  others,  being"  at  our  pari,  at 
York,  do  wholly  annul  and  defeat  t«e  said 
award  of  the  exile  and  disheritance  of  the 
$aid  Hugh  and  Hugh,  and  all  things  in  the 
award ;  and  do  fully  remit  and  reconcile  the 
taid  Hugh  tiie  son,  and  Hugh  the  fotfaer,  to 
Our  faith  and  pence,  and  to  the  estate  they  had 
and  were  in,  before  the  making  that  award  in 
all  points.  And  we  achudce,  that  they  hove 
again  scii»in  of  their  lanos  and  tenements, 
goods  and  chattels,  &c.  And  we  will  and 
^otamand,  tliat  wherever  the  said  award  is  en- 


rolled in  ahy  «f  o^r  oomm,  n  be  cawcaBwl 
and  annidled  lor  evar."^-<-Accordiagly  the 
Roli  was  caneelM  and  remaint  %o  at  tim 
day,  with  this  mem.  written  onder  the  mmI 
awaMt:  ■  TiMse thing9 abave wnttan art mUed 
and  eancetled  by  the  fovea  o£  ths  Award,  and 
decree  made  in  the  pari,  at  Ycrk/heki  3  wcaks 
after  Easter,  in  the  15th  king  Edw.' 

In  thii  pari,  also  at  York,  Uke  pvclates,  tarit, ) 
barons,  &c.  tllere  aMembled,  caustd  to  km  m*J 
hearsed  and  examined  the  OrdiiMUien,  datted^ 
the  6th  df  Oct,  the  5th  of  £dw.  U.  and  foe 
tlmt,  by  eKamtnatuHi  thereof,  it  wiai  ^crand  in 
the  saifl  pari.  <«  That  by  the  things  which  wmn 
formeriv  ordained,  the  king's  power  was  re^ 
strained  in  many  things  centsary  to  what  vtm 
doe  to  his  seigoiery  foysl,  and  contrary  to  the 
state  of  the  erown ;  and  also  for  that  in  dmea 
past,  by  such  ordinanoes  end  provisieaf  mmim 
ny  su^iects  <>ver  the  power  royal  of  the  anee»- 
tors  of  our  lord  the  king,  troablcs  and  wars 
came  upon  the  i>cabn ;  by  which  the  load  or 
nation  was  in  danger  f  it  was  accorded  and  ee« 
tabltbhed  in  the  said  pari,  by  our  lord  the  king, 
the  prelates,  earls,  barons,  &c  at  that  pari.  * 
asKcmbied,  that  ail  those  things  ocdained  by 
the  former  Ordainers,  and  contained  in  those 
ordinances  from  thence  6>rth  tor  the  time  to 
come,  should  cease  and  lose  their  force  and 
ttflfect  for  ever;  and  that  from  tiicnce  forward 
in  no  time,  no  manner  of  ordinances  or  pro- 
visions made  by  the  snl^ects  of  onr  lord  the 
king  or  his  heirs,  by  any  power  or  conunissioa 
whatever,  over  or  upon  the  power,  royal  ot' 
our  lord  the  king,  or  nis  hefrs,  or  against  the 
state  of  the  crown,  shall  he  of  any  value  or 
Ihreo,  hut  oil  things  that  shall  be  estabhshed 
for  the  estate  of  the  king  and  his  heirs,  aad 
for' the  state  of  the  realm  ^and  people  may  be 
treated,  accorded,  and  established  in  pari,  by  ] 
the  king,  with  and  by  the  assent  of  the  ^re*  [ 
lates,  earls,  batons,  and  commoaaity  ot  the 
realm,  as  hiath  beeu  accastoroed." 

About  this  time  the  king  of  Frasce  had  som« 
moned  his  brother  of  Enj^huid  by  two  ambas* 
sadors,  to  come  over  to  him  and  do  homage  for 
the  territories  which  the  latter  held  in  that  kii^^ 
dom.  His  two  ministen,  the  Despensers,  du- 
suaded  £dw.  from  going  in  pcraou ;  and  after 
the  time  prefixed  was  elapsea,  the  French  king 
seized  upon  all  Guienna  and  Gascoigny,  as  tor* 
feited  to  him  by  Edward's  non-appearance. 
But  before  that  could  happen,  the  kmg  thouglic 
proper  to  take  the  sense  of  his  parliament  about 
this  embassy ;  and  one  was  accordingly  sum- 
moned to  meet  at  London,  the  begmning  of 
Lent  in  1358.  They  were  caUed  together  to 
treat  of  divers  pebKe  aftiirs,  but,  particuhuiyy 
what  answer  was  to  be  given  to  the  embassy^ 
concerning  the  king's  going  over  to  do  homage.. 
Tl)e  lords  and  others  were  onanimoos  in  their  \ 
opinions,  <  that  the  king  shouki  not  go  in  per^  ; 
son,  but  should  send  ccitain  embassadors  on 
purpose  to  exctise  his  coming  over  at  all,  or,  at 
least,  to  delay  it  for  a  time.'  Accordinely,  two 
persons  ^  great  distinction,  the  eari  or  Kent, 
brother  to  ike  Mag,  and  the  ahp.  of  Dublin^ 
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*  were  then  nomimiled  fdr  that  «npIoy.  At  this 
/  pari,  the  kmg  demanded  a  pecumary  aid  from 
,  tbe  clergy  and  laity,  to  diiMAane  the  ransoito  of 
John  ewi  of  Ridnoad,  who  had  Mm  taken 
pisoner  b?  the  Scots,  at  the  battle  af  Byiand, 
jiB  Yerksiiire.  But  this  proposal  was  refueed 
j  by  the  baron^  hr  ttiis  reason^  *  that  no-sach 
lax  otivfat  toi^e  raised,  bat  only  tor  the  ransom 
of  the  king,  qveeo,  and  their  elileBt  son,  if  ^y 
should  h^peh  at  any  tiine  to  be  taken  pri- 
•onezs'  And  so  that  demand  fell. — In  this  pari. 
Adain  deOrleton,  bp.  of  Hereford,  was  arrested 
of  high  tretison,  and  was  examined  before  the 
king  and  lords,  on  (fivers  articles.  It  was  laid 
to  bis  charge,  *  that  be  had  entertained  cer- 
tain of  the  kii^s  enemies,  had  appeared  in  the 
field  with  them,  had  iiimished  them  with  arms, 
and  had  ^vea  them  his  asnstaDoe,  favour,  and 
advice/  The  bi^^op  being  a  shrewd  and  learned 
man,  said  little  at  first  to  this  accusation,  but 
being  fuither  mved,  he  aaswered,^  ^  my  lord 
the  king,  saving  idl  due  reverence  to  your  ma^ 
jesty,  f  being  an  humble  minister  of  God's 
church,  and  a  consecrated  bishop,  though  xmr 
worthy,  ought  not  to  answer  such  high  matters, 
without  the  licence  tad  authority  of  my  lord 
the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  who  next  to  the  pope 
is  my  proper  judge ;  as  also  with  the  consent 
of  the  rest  of  my  fellow-bbhops/  The  abp.  ot* 
Canterbury  with  his  suffragans,  rising  «p,  im- 
plored the  king's  mercy  for  hbn ;  and  he  \mis 
delivered  to  the  custody  of  tlie  abp.  till  the 
kii^<  should  resolve  when  to  summon  him  again, 
to  answer  to  what  might  be  farther  laid  to  liis 
charge.  Soon  after  the  king  summoned  htm 
again  to  answer  in  his  court  of  justice,  which 
the  ab|».  &c.  hearing  of,  they  came  in  great 
form,  with  their  crosses,  atid  took  him  awny 
from  the  bar,  threatening  to  excommnntcate 
aM  that  withstood  them.  Upon  which  Edw. 
caused  a  bill  of  indictment  to  be  preferred 
.  against  him  to  the  grand  jury  of  Herefordshire, 
which  being  found,  the  king  immediately  seized 
1  on  all  his  temporal  possessions. — In  this  pari. 
'also,  all  the  manors  and  possessions  ot  the 
;  kn^its  templars,  were  by  the  common  con-* 
'  tent  of  both  clergy  and  laity  c;ranted  to  the 
knig^ho^talersof  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  fbr 
«ver ;  as  appears  by  tlie  statute,  at  lai:ge,  mode 
for  that  purpose,  under  this  title,  <  Statutum 
de  ^JWris  Tanplariorum.^ 

It  was  now  that  the  king's  domestic  ^cv- 
ances  began  to  appear.  The  queen  had  fumid 
means,  under  pretence  of  settling  some  dif- 
ferences, to  get  the  king's  leave  to  go  iiito 
France,  as  al»o  to  take  her  only  son  the  prince 
with  her.  She  staid  so  long  that  the  kins;,  began 
to  be  very  uneasy 'at  her  absence,  and  wrote 
aevend  lettets  to  her  to  return,  to  which  slie 
always  nve  evasive  answers.  At  last  being 
tmich  s<Hieited,  she  said  it  was  the  fear  she  was 
in  from  the  vounger  Despenser  was  the  occa- 
sion of  her  oek^.  And  whatever  letters  and 
atedtufcas  the  kmg  made  use  of  to  prevail  on 
her  to  coae  to  him,  or  to  send  the  prince  his 
lK>n,  they  were  all  to  no  purpose.  This  lady 
iMd  fomied  a  scheme  of  a  vei^  scandalous  and 


dangerous  nature,  tmd  she  deferred  coming 
over  till  slie  could  put  it  in  execution.  Tha 
discontented  barons,  who  still  hated  the  Do- 
spensers,  had,  by  means  of  Adam  bp.  of  Here- 
ford, gained  her  to  tlieir  interest.  And  Roger 
Mortimer,  her  favourite,  having  escaped  •  out 
of  the  Tower  into  France,  she  had  the  less  oo- 
casion  for  her  Inisband's  company.  In  lihor^ 
slie  found  means  to  raise  an  army  of  2  or  3000 
men,  with  whom  she  ti'ansported  herself  and 
her  son,  and  landed  at  Harwich ;  where  she 
was  bnmcdiatel;^  joined  by  the  earl  marcschat, 
the  earl  of  Leicester,  and  other  barons  and 
knights  who  had  been  rebels  to  the  king ;  ai^ 
to  give  the  greater  sanction  to  her  cause,  wiUi 
no  less  tlian  4  bps.  and  all  their  attendants. 
The  kin^s  aflfairs  were  now  in  a  miserable 
way:  he  made  some  struggles,  it  is  true,  to 
withstand  this  tempest,  but  all  proved  too 
weak,  and  he  soon  found  himself  overborne  b/ 
it.  The  two  Despensers  were  taken  and  exe- 
cuted, without  either  hearing  or  trial,  and  ib|* 
king  hunself  made  a  prisoner  in  Kenciworth 
castle. 

No  sooner  was  the  aueen  secure  in  her  new 
^ot  possession,  than  sue  thought  to  establish 
It  by  a  parliamentary  sanction.  Arcurdmgly 
a  writ  was  issued  out  for  proroguing  a  pari, 
which  ;rns  to  meet  on  the  13th  of  Dec.  as  sum- 
moned by  the  king  {te$te  rcf*c  upud  Lidbury) 
but  this  writ  is  not  on  recor<l ;  and  it  is  mora 
likely  that  it  was  a  trumped  up  writ  for  fonn 
sake,  and  to  ground  their  prw-ogation  upon  ; 
for  both  Tyrrel  and  Bnuiy  agree  in  this,  tliat, 
the  unfortunate  king  could  kuow  nothinj^  of 
the  sealing  iliis  writ,  since  he  had  sent  Wia  great 
seal  to  the  cfueea  and  prim^  some  time  be- 
fore. The  tenor  of  the  queen's  writ  for  that 
pari,  was  *  to  beholden  by  Isabel,  qucea  con- 
sort ot'  England,  and  Edw.  the  king's  eldest 
son,  guardian  of  England,  he  being  then  out 
of  tlie  land,  to  be  luUdcn  by  the  king,  if  per- 
sonally present,  or  in  h'la  absence  by  the  said 
consort  and  son,  &c.'  But,.b\  what  authority 
soever  called,  this  pari,  met  at  the  time  a|>- 
pouited,  vi/.  Jan.  T,  IS-if,  at  Wcstni.  The 
tirst  thing  that  was  moved  there  Wiw  by  the 
atorcsaid  Adam  dc  Orleton,  bp.  of  Hereford, 
who  put  this  memorable  question,  *  Whcdier 
king  Edwrad  tlie. father,  or  his  son  Edward, 
should  reign  over  them  V  He  was  seconded  by 
several  other  bps.  and  it  was  not  long  before 
they  all  ai^eod  the  son  should  have  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom,  and  be  crownedf  kiiig^ 
for  the  reasons  loflowing : — 1st.  That  the  po^ 
son  of  the  king  was  not  sufficient  to  govern.; 
for  in  all  his  time  he  was  led  and  governed  by 
others,  who  gave  hun  evil  counsel,  to  the  dis- 
honour of  himself,  and  destruction  of  holy 
church  and  all  his  people,  not  considering  or 
knowing  whether  it  was  good  or  evil;  nor 
would  remedy  these  things,  wh^  he  was  re- 
quested by  the  great  and  wise  men  of  his  realm, 
or  suffer  ^ein  to  be  amended. — ^2nd.  That  in 
all  his  time  he  would  not  give  lumself  to  good 
j  counsel,  nor  take  it,  nor  to  the  good  go- 
<  vernmimt  of  his  kiogdom;   but  aUvays  ^ave 
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Jihn^lf  10  works  and  etniiloynMnts  not  conre* 
nient,  neglecting  the  btisioeM  of  hk  realm. — 
9rd.  Thut  for  want  of  good  ^vt.  he  lost  Scot- 
land, and  other  lands  and  dominkms  in  Oas- 
ccMgne  and  Irelaud,  which  his  fiither  left  him 
in  peace  ami  amity  with  the  k.  of  France,  and 
many  other  great  persons.— 4t}i.  That  by  his 
pride  and  cruelty  he  destroyed  holy  church, 
and  the  persons  of  holy  church,  patting  some 
til  prison,  and  others  in  distress;  aim  also 
pet  to  shameful  death,  and  imprisoned,  ba- 
nished, and  disherited  numy  great  and  no- 
%lc  men  of  the  land. — 5th.  That  whereas  he 
-was  boond  by  bis  oath  to  do  right  to  all,  he 
would  not  do  it,  through  his  own  lucre  and  the 
covetonsnesft  of  him  and  bis  evil  cotmsellors 
which  were  with  him;  neither  regarded  the 
other  points  of  the  oaith  which  he  made  at  his 
coronation,  as  he  was  obliged. — 6th.  That  he 
abandoned  his  realm,  and  did  as  much  as  he 
could  to  destroy  it  and  his  people ;  and  what 

'  is  worse^  by  his  cruelty  and  the  deftiult  of  his 
person,  he  was  found  incorrigible  without  hopes 
of  amendment.  And  that  all  these  things  were 
notorious  beyond  contradiction. 

These  articles  were,  by  common  consent  of 
pari,  sent  to  the  king,  then  a  prisoner  at  Kenel- 
worth  castle.  The  committee  chosen  for  that 
purpose,  hod  a  power  gi?cn  them  '  to  resign 
their  homage  and  fealty  to  the  king,  in  the 
name  of  all  the  rest,  to  g^ve  him  notice  of  the 
election  of  his  son,  and  to  procure  his  volun- 
tary resignation  of  liis  crotm ;  or,  if  he  re- 

,  fused,  to  give  up  their  homages  and  proceed 
as  they  thought  fit.  Sir  Thomas  Morp  has 
informed  us  by  what  means  this  resignation 
was  obtained.  He  writes  that  the  bis£>ps  of 
Winchester  and  Lincoln  came  before  tlie  rest 
to  the  king  to  smooth  the  way ;  and  that  these 

J)relatcs,  fuong  with  the  tlien  earl  of  Lancaster 
lis  keeper,  persuaded  his  majesty  to  resign  his 
crown  to  his  son.  <  Promising  him  as  much 
honour  after  his  designation  as  before ;  and,  on 
die  other  hand,  threatening  him  that  if  he 
would  not,  the  people  wouul  yield  up  their 
homage  and  fealty,  pass  by  his  sons,  and  chusc 
fi  king  out  of  the  ro^al  line.'  After  this  depu- 
tation from  the  grand  committee  had  soflenod 
and  brousht  tlie  king  to  their  own  temper,  the 
whole  body  of  them  was  introduced.  No  sooner 
had  he  heard  their  messt^e,  than  he  swooned 
away,  and  had  fallen  to  the  ground,  had  he 
not  been  supported  by  the  earl  of  Lancaster 
and  the  bp.  of  Winchester.  However,  coming 
to  himself,  ho  answered,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
*  That  he  was  very  sorry  he  had  so  misbehaved 
himself  towards  his  people,  and  asked  pardon 
for  it  of  all  that  were  present,  but,  seeing  now 
it  could  tiot  be  otherwise,  he  returned  them 
thanks  for  chusing  his  Ikrstrbom  son  in  his 
room.'  He  then  made  his  resignation,  by  d^ 
liverirtg  up  the  royal  ensigns  of  sovereignty, 
the  crown  and  sceptre,  which  the  commis- 
sioners had  taken- care  to  bring  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  afler  wliich,  one  sir  Wm.  Trussel,  chosen 
a^  procurator,  was  ordered,  by  the  whole  com- 
tnirtfc,  to  pronounce  ibeir  regignation  of  ho- 


mage to  the  kii^,  which  be  M  in  tkis  fbrm:<^ 
"  I,  Wni.  Trussel,  procurator  of  the  prelate^, 
earls,  and  barons,  and  other  people  in  my  pro- 
curacy named,  hanging  for  this  full  and  suffi- 
cient power,  do  surrender,  and  deliver  up  t» 
you  ]^w.  k.  of  England,  before  this  time,  the 
homage  and  fealty  of  tlte  personi  in  my  procu- 
racy named,  in  the  name  of  them,  and  e\'efy  of 
them,  for  certain  causes  therein  mentioned ; 
and  do  return  them  up  to  you  £d%v.  and  acquit 
or  discharge  the  persons  aforesaid,  in  the  best 
manner  that  the  law  and  custom  can  give  it ; 
and  do  make  thb  protestation  in  the  name  of 
all  those  that  will  aot  for  the  future  be  in  your 
fealty,  or  allegiance,  nor  claim  to  bold  any 
thing  of  you,  as  king;  but  account  you 'as  a 
private  person,  without  any  manner  of  royal 
dignity.^ — The  ceremony  ended  with  sir  Tho. 
Blunt^s,  the  hieh  steward's,  breaking  his  staff, 
declaring  all  the  king's  officers  discharged  from 
his  service,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  king 
was  actually  dead.  The  commissioners  re- 
turning to  pari,  with  the  king's  answer  and  tho 
royal  ensigns,  made  the  common  people  re- 
joice ;  and  presently,  the  whole  community  of 
the  kingdom  admitted  £dw.  a  youth  of  14,  to 
be  their  king.  All  this  was  done  on  the  90th 
of  Jan.  1327,  and  which  is  called  the  first  day 
of  his  reign ;  for  from  that  time  he  acted  as 
king,  as  appears  by  the  writ  to  all  the  sherifi^ 
of  England  to  proclaim  his  peace,  dated  two 
da^-s  before  his  coronation. 

Taxes  in  this  king's  reign. 
In  his  first  year  the  carls,  barons,  knights, 
and  ail  others  of  the  kingdom,  granted  a  20th 
of  their  moveables,  except  their  armour,  war- 1 
horses,  jewels,  robes,  and  vesseb  of  gold  and 
silver,  of  knights  and  other  freemen,  and  of 
their  wives.  A^  the  citizens,  burgesses,  and 
tenants  of  the  ancient  demesnes  of  the  crown, 
granted  a  15th  of  their  moveables ;  as  also  did 
the  clergy. — In  liis  second  year  the  laity  grant- 
ed a  25th  of  their  moveables.  In  his  7th  ycsar 
the  earls,  barons,  knights,  fireemen,  and  com- 
mons of  counties,  gave  a  20th  of  their  goods ; 
and  the  citizens  and  burgesses,  and  communi- 
ties of  cities  and  boroughs,  gave  a  15th.  In 
his  8th  year  he  had  a  20th  of  the  moveables  of 
the  laity,  granted  by  the  commons  of  the  coun- 
ties of  the  kingdom  assembled  in  pari.  In  his 
9th  year  he  h^  granted  a  15th  otUie  citizens, 
bui'gesses,  and  tenants  in  ancient  demesnes, 
for  his  war  with  tho  Scots,  in  tlic  pari,  held  at 
Lincoln ;  the  same  y^car,  tlie  community  of  the 
kingdom,  or  the  military  men,  were  then  also 
summoned  to  do  their  service.  In  his  15th 
year  the  prelates  and  clergy  of  both  provinces 
met  in  two  synods  or  convocations,  the  one  at 
Lincoln,  the  otlier  at  Yoi^;  tlie  former  of 
which  the  abp.  of  Canterbury  was  immediately 
to  summon,  to  ti-eat  of  a  competent  aid  to  be 
granted  to  him  towards  his  expedition  stf^ainst 
the  Scots,  who  had  then  invaded  England.  la 
wliich  writs,  he  recites  that  the  prelates,  earisL 
haron%  noblemen,  and  the  commons,  granted 
liim  a  lot h  of  the  goods  of  the  community  or 
l>ody  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  6th  of  the  g90# 
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of  ataens^  bm-j^cmes,  tud  tenants  of  ancient 
<i«»«me^  '  Mr.  Tyrf«l  ofaMrv«s,  « ciiat  in  this 
lEitig'f  tmffi  wc  fimi  §tvr  or  no  coin(>liiints  of 
luiy  does  imposed  by  coteor  of  his  prerogative, 
cmruy  to  J*w,  notrrithstamiing  the  exojv 
MteBt  power  of  the  two  Despensers :  but  this 
might  be  omng  to  their  policy,  who  having 
made  themsehrcs  so  obnoxiotts  to  the  nobility, 
would  do  what  ebcy  could  to  make  the  com- 
tnoa  people  tlxhr  friends.  But  towards  the 
latter  end  of  hb  reijn,  the  confiscation  of  the 
eatatei  of  the  eariot  Lancaster,  and  the  rest  of 
the  barons  attamtcd,  were  so  considerable, 
that  though  he  gitve  amay  agrcat  deal  of  lands 
to  the  DespensecB  and  their  adherents,  yet  that 
which  still  remained  in  the  crown  made  him  to 
have  a  greater  revenue  than  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors smoe  Henry  II.'s  time.' 

Price  of  Provisions  in  this  reign. 
In  1309  wllcat  sold  for  Ts.  9d.  a  quarter; 
mnd  mak  for  6s.  Wine  at  about  43s.  7d.  a 
tim.  Oats  4s.  a  quarter.  A  hog  about  3s.  «d. 
A  mntton  about  Ss.  A  goose  about  3}d.  A 
fowl  about  3d.  A  pig  ed.  A  shield  of  brawn 
4s.  But  these  being  for  a  prior's  feast  seem  to 
be  charged  high.  In  1314  a  corn-fed  oi  for 
11.  4s.  and  a  grass-fed  ox  for  168.  A  fat  mut- 
ton for  Is.  8d.  And  four  pigeons  for  Id.  In 
1315  wheat  sold  for  20s.  a  Quarter;  malt 
13s.  4d.  and  salt  for  ll.  i5s.  In  1316  wheat 
sold  for  11.  1*?8.  the  quarter.  In  1317  wheal 
jold  at  Leicester  for  Ql  4s.  a  quarter,  bein^ 
excessi\'«  scarce*;  and  in  the  same  year  fell  to 
14s.  But  all  these  particulars  will  be  found, 
drawn  out  with  the  utmost  nicety^  * 
Fleetwood's  Chronicon  Pretiosum. 


bp. 


Edward  IK. 

The  young  king  being  then  but  14  years  of 
Hgo,  hia  hands  were  thought  too  weak  to  ma- 
nage the  reins  of  govt,  accordingly,  the  pari. 
aaiigDed  him  19  guardians,  viz.  5  biishops,  2 
earls,  aind  5  biurons.  Over  all  these,  by  general 
coBsent  of  the  pari,  aud  of  the  12  guardians 
thcBMelves,  Henry  earl  of  Lancaster,  Lincoln, 
Leicester  and  Derby,  the  king's  cousin,  was 
deputed  to' have  the  chief  care  of  his  person. 
On  the  3d  of  Feb.  1827,  two  days  after  the 
coronation,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
king  and  pari,  from  all  those  that  had  been 
•ny  ways  coucemed  in  the  quarrel  of  Tho.  earl 
of  Lancaster,  *  praying  to  be  restored  to  their 
estates  with  protits  of  them  from  the  time  they 
bad  been  virronefally  disseised.'  It  was  ana- 
iwawosly  agreed  by  the  assent  of  the  whole 
pari  *  thatall  landsand  tenements  which  had 
been  sebed,  by  reason  of  the  said  quarrel  or 
contention,  should  be  restored,  as  well  in  Ire- 
kad  and  Wales  as  England,  togetlter  vmh  their 
pr^ls  and  arrears  of  rent,  except  those  that 
had  been  received  to  the  kine's  use.'  AikI  this 
i|oarrei  was  affirmed  to  be  juet  by  the  whole 
body  asKflftbled.  On  the  same  day  all  those 
that  came  over  with  the  queen  and  the  prince 
her  son,  and  those  that  joined  with  them  after 
thtir  arrival,  were  alio  ^doxmd  and  indem- 

VoL.  1. 


aified.    This  parL  continued  sitting  for  abova 
a  month  after  the  king  s  coronation  :  in  which 
time  many  acts  of  state  were  passed  relating  to 
dil&rent  countries  and  afiairs,  for  the  greater 
security  of  tlie  present  possessors.    As,  also* 
sev««l  grants  of  money,  &c.  bestowed  on  the 
queen  and  her  accomplices ;  besides  pardons, 
and  indemnilicaftions,  to  a  vaat  number  of 
people,  by  name,  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  late  commotions,  under  the  earl  uf  Lan- 
caster, and  the  other  barons.    In  1328  a  pari,  v 
was  summoned  tu  appear  at  York,  on  Sunday 
after  Candlemas-day,  to  treat  of  certain  ar- 
ticles of  peace,  which  had  been  propounded 
between  Scotland  and  England  at  Newcastle. 
But  nothing  was  done  at  it,  because  several      ^ 
bps.  and  other  great  men  did  uot  come  to  this 
meeting.    Therefore  writs  were  issued  out  for   / 
calling  another  3  weeks  after  Easter  to  Nortlj-  </ 
ampton.     In  this  pari,  a  scaudaliHis  peace  was 
truiViped  up  between  the  £ngiii>h  niui  Scots^ 
contrived  and  directed  by  the  qiieen  and  llocer 
Mortimer.     The  articles   were,   1st.    '   that 
prince  Uavid,  son  and  heir  to  Robert  king  of 
Scots  should  marry  the  princess  Joanna,  EUw's 
eldest  sister;  in  consideration  of  which  he  was 
to  grant  the  Scottish  king  a  charter,  to  release 
all  his  claim  to  uiperiority^  which  Edw.  or  hit 
ancestors  had  over  Scotland ;  and  to  deliver 
up  all  charters  audmstruments  concerning  the 
same.    In  this  pari,  also  the  Despensers,  fa- 
ther and  son,  Edmund  late  eari  of  Arundelcy 
who  had  been  executed  by  the  queen's  party, 
withoht  any  legal  process  made  against  them : 
Walter  Stapleton^  late  bp.  of  Exeter,  and  sir 
Rd.  Stapleton  his  brother,  both  beheaded  in 
the  insurrection  at  London,  were  attainted  of 
high  treason,  by  the  direction,  says  Barnes,,  of 
the  queen  mother  and  the  lord  Mortimer. 
Whether  this  proceeding,  adds  he,  ^as  out  of 
implacable  malice  whtcli  pursued  them  beyond 
the  grave;  cnr  to  cover  their  late  unjustiiiable 
actions  against  these  persons   by   a    pariia- 
.mentary  sanction ;  it  is  certain  that  in  ail  the 
proceedings  of  this  pari,  the  honour  and  profit 
of  the  king  and  realm  was  not  so  much  regard- 
ed, as  the  enriching,  security,  iitd  advance- 
ment of  lord  Mortimer. 

Some  matters  of  moment  happening  soon 
after  this  last  pari.,  new  writs  were  issued  out, 
bearing  date  Aug.  28,  for  another  to  meet  at  y 
Salisbury,  the  Sunday  next  after  the  15th  of  ^ 
St.  MicKael.  The  earl  of  Lancaster,  the  lord 
Wake  and  some  other  noblemen  refused  their 
attendan($e  at  this  meeting;  the  earl  giving  for 
reason,.  <  That  being  appointed  by  pari.  th« 
king's  ehief  counsellor  and  guardian  of  his  per> 
son,  the  lord  Mortimer  had  now  taken  to  him- 
self the  regal  power,  and  would  not  permit  him 
to  come  near  the  king,  so  as  to  advise  and  pro- 
tect him  according  to  his  trust.  That  though 
it  had  been  decreed  that  no  person  whatsoever 
should  presume  to  come  armed  to  this  pari., 
yet  the  lord  Mortimer  came  with  a  great  many 
armed  men,  by  which  he  the  said  eoridid  not 
think  his  penon  in  safety.'  This  being  certiiied 
to  the  king  and  parl.^  it  was  thought  vary  r^a- 
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soiinble  by  several  lords:  and  the  king'*  two 
uncles,  Tho.  of  Brotherton,  and  Fxiin.  earl  of 
Kent,  went  over  to  the  earl  of  Lancaater*s 
party.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  they 
tle^erted  him,  and  the  eari  of  Ltuicaster  was 
reduced  to  such  straits,  that  to  make  his  peace 
he  WHS  obliged  to  nsk  pardon  of  the  queen  and 
Mortimer,  at/  the  head  of  his  army.— The  afore- 
said lord  Mortimer  being  now  in  tlic  zenitli  of 
hib  power,  sought  to  establish  it  by  the  basest 
means ;  and  judging  that  Edm.  earl  of  Kent/ 
tlie  king's  luicle,  stood  in  his  >vuy,  he  subtlely 
drew  him  into  a  sham  plot  in  order  to  destroy 
him.  The  particulai-s  are  given  at  large  by 
>s,  in  his  history  of  this  king's  reign ;  from 


liarnes,  u\  lus  lu^iwiy  wi  iii.j»n"...5"  .x,.jj..,  — - — 
which  it  aj^pears,  that  Mortimer  knowuig  he 
had  proof  enough  lUiainst  bim,  summoned  a 
j^HiI.  to  meet  at  Wmchcster,  on  the  13th  of 
>lariii  132t».  Here  the  noble  earl  was  attainted 
iit  high  treason,  and  by  the  mianimous  consent 
of  his  peci-s>  adjudgetf  to  death. 

The  young  king  being  now  come  to  a  more 
mature 'Age,  and  being  made  a  father  by  the 
birth  of  a  son,  which  his  queen  brought  him 
at  Woodstock,   afterwards  called  Edw.    th(™ 
black  prince,  began  to  look  more  about  him 
and  endeavour  to  sliake  off  the  fettei-s  whid 
his  mother  and  her  minion  had  put  upen  him 
To  that  end  he,  of  his  own^accoitl,  suinmonef 
a  pari,  to  meet  at  Nottingham^  on  the  14th  c^ 
Get.  13Sa     It  was  here  that  the  king's  eye^ 
were  more  open,  and  he  was  better  infoiined 
about  the  practises  of  his  mother  and  Morti- 
mer; and   that   he  himself  was  in  so  small 
danger  if  things  continued  in  the  same  sUitc. 
All  whicU  being  rcpresentpd  to  him,  by  some 
\VeU  affected  loi-ds,  the  king  gave  orders  to 
them  to  seize  Mortimer  and  bring  him  to  pdb- 
lic  triuband  justice.   ,The  maimer  how  tliis 
arrest  was  executed  is  largely  told  by  all  our 
historians,  but,  particularly,  by  Mr.  Barnes; 
the  earl's  person  was  seized,  as  well  as  all  his 
adherents,  in  tlie  castle  and  town  of  Notting- 
liam,  and  sent  prisoners  to  the  Tower  of  Lou- 
don.   After  w4m;h,  tlie  king  being  at  Leic<j^ter,  | 
ftdjourned  tlie  pari,  fi-om^^ottingham  to  West-  j 
minster,  tlure  to  sit  on  this  extraordinary  a^  , 
fair,  the  20tli  of  No\-.  following.     The  writ  for 
sunnnoning  a  new  pari.,  or  adjounung  the  last,  j 
being  in   a  form  veiy  unusual,  dr.  Brady  has  ; 
givta  us  an  absti-act  oV  it  m  his  history.     But 
a  much  more  singular  writ  than  this  tluit  was 
directed  to  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  was  sent 
to  ail  the  sljcriffs  in  England ;  in  which  the  evil 
desi«i»s  of  the  late  minister,  in  packing  of  par- 
liaments to  liis  purpose,  is  opeidy  declared.     A 
l^mislation  of  which  out  tiT  die  Public  Acts, 
vol.  4,  p.  453,  in  old  French,  claims  a  pUce  in 
our  cuquiries. 

«  The  king  to  the  sheriff  of  Lancashire, 
greeting.— Since  we  have  been  lately  inft>rmed 
that  several  oppressions  and  hardships  have 
been  put  upon  many  of  tlie  people  of  this 
rcahn,  by  some  that  were  our  ministers  in 
diverse  odices,  aided  by  some  of  our  nobility, 
as  well  privy  counceiloRj  as  others,  so  that  our 
affaijs,  by  re^isoa  of  Uic  lendv;rnT^9  of  our  a;;e, 


were  managed  by  these  people  lo  our  great 
damage  and  dislionour;  w^ucb  thiB«i  w«  can 
no  longer  suffer ;  it  is  om-  greatest  destre  that 
ail  matters  may  be  put  in  their  due  estate,  and 
these  wrongs  and  misprisions  redressed,— wc 
tlierefoi-e  <iarge  and  command  you,  on  tlje 
laith  which    you   owe  us,  that  unmediat^y 
without  delay  you  proclaim  m  your  J^tsUic- 
tion,  as  well'  within  Uberiiea  as  without,  that 
all  those  \%ho  can  make  complaint  of  any  op- 
pressions, hardsiiips,  or  other  gn^vances  to 
lliem  done,  contrary  to  ngh^  and  the  law. 
and  usages  of  our  realm,  should  appear  at 
WesUniS^ter,  at  our  ensuing  pari,  and  mak« 
their  complamts  to  us,  or  to  our  deputies,  and 
^^v  will  sec  that  they  have  as  good  and  speedy 
relief  as  in  reason  Uiey  can  desire.— And,  be* 
cause  that,  before  this  time,  several  knightfl, 
repi-ese^itatives  for  counties,  were  people  ot  lU 
deigns,  and  maintainers  of  fid?e  quarrels,  and 
w«.idd  not  suffer  that  our  good  subjects  should 
sliew  the  grievances  of  the  common  people, 
nor  the  matters  which  ouglit  to  be  redressed  m 
pari.,  to  the  great  damage  of  us  and  our  sul>- 
lecti ;— we,  therefore,  cliarge  and  command 
Uiat  you  c^use  to  be  elected,  with  the  com- 
mon consent  of  your  county,  two,  Uic  most 
proper  and  most  sufficient  knights,  or  Serjeants 
of  the  said  county,  that  arc  the  least  suspected 
of  iU  desiirns,  or  common  mamtaincrs  ot  par- 
ties, to  be  of  our  said  pari,  according  to  the 
fonii  of  ourwritwlachyouhavewithyou.  And 
tliis  we  expect  you  sliall  do,  as  you  will  eschu« 
our  anger  and  indignation.     Civcn  at  Wood- 
stock,  Nov.  3rd.     By  the  Kmg. 

n»o  pari,  being  assembled  atWesim.  on  th* 
day  appointed,  the  young  king,  it  is  said,  made 
a  .intech  to  them,  complaining  much  against 
the  condiK^t  of  the  queen  and  MorUincr ;  and 
that  withvthe  consent  of  his  subjects,  be  de- 
siffiied  to  assume  to  hunseU'  the  reins  ot  g.vt. 
thouoli  he  was  not  yet  arrived  to  the  age  pre- 
scribed by  law.  The  pari,  gladly  consented : 
all  the  members  being  equally  ready  to  second 
his  designs.  For  tUi^  bint  of  a  speech  we  Mve 
no  better  aiitliority  than  M.  llapin ;  where  he 
had  liis  the  marginal  niitt>s  do  not  declare ;  it 
is  likely  that  the  nmtler  %x  as  propo>ed  to  lie 
oflH.  bv  some  of  the  ministry,  it  not  being  Uie 
custonr  in  tho.e  (kys  to  ^peak  from  the  thi'one, 
a^  tht  ioiuUr  Mill  liiul  in  the  i^*-'q"^h 
Artkclts  of  impeachment  against  id,  Mortmfr. 
The  next  thing  we  And  done  at  this  pari. 
Nva^w  the  es  hibiting  the  follou  h.g  Artie  es  against 
ilie  lord  -Mortimer,  which  we  bhall  here  givfr, 
translated  iroin  the  French  original,  now  on 
the  rolU  in  tlie  Tower:— 

»'  TIjcdG  aic  the  treasons,  felolues,  and  mis-. 
chiefs  done  tu  our  lord  the  king,  and  hia  peo- 
ple, bv  Ito^er  Mortimer,  and  otiiersot  his  com- 
pa"V.'-  l^t.  Whereiw  in  the  park  holden  at 
We^un.  i.eU  attei'  the  king's  coronation,  it  was 
ordaii.ed.  that  4  bps.  4  earls,  and  6  baron* 
should  rt-uuiin  with  Uie  king  to  advise  hmi, 
I  aiid  that  4  should  still  be  with  him,  viz.  1 
bishoi),  1  carl,  a  barons  at  least,  and  that  no 
1  .^rcftt  busiuc.*  should  be  dono  widiout  Uicir 
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assent ;  after  which  pari,  the  said  Roger  not 
having  regard  to  the  said  assent,  usurped  to 
himself  royal  power,  aiid  the  govt.  o(  the  rculniy 
above  the  state  of  the  king,  and  put  out  and 
placed  odicers  in  the  king's  liouse,  tuid  other 
where  throughout  the  kingdom,  at  iu8  plto^ure, 
such  as  were  of  his  party,  and  set  Jolm  Wy- 
ward  and  others  about  the  king,  to  observe  his 
actions  and  words ;  so  as  he  was  cn^o^lpas^ed 
by  hi^  enemieit,  that  he  could  do  notlung  as  he 
would,  but  only  as  a  man  under  guard  or  re- 
straint.— 2nd.  \Vhereas  the  king's  father  whs 
at  Keuelworth,  by  order  and  assent  of  the 
peers  of  the  land,  to  stay  there  for  his  case, 
and  to  be  served  as  such  a  ojreat  person  ougtit 
to  be;  the  said^lioger  by  his  usurped  power, 
whicl^  he  e^^C^sed  over  him  at  his  pleasure, 
ordered  that  he  should  be  sent  to  Berkley 
casde,  where,  by  him  and  his  confodcrtites,  he 
was  traiterously,  feloniously,  and  falsely  mur- 
dered and  kiUed. — 3rd.  The  said  TiiJ^cr  by  liis 
usurped  royal  power,  forbad  by  the  king's  writ 
under  the  great  seal,  that  any  should  come  to 
the  pari,  at  Salisbury  with  force  and  arms,  under 
pain  of  forfeiting  whatever  they  had  to  the 
king ;  yet  thither  he  came  with  others  of  his 
party  with  fprce  and  arms  to  the  said  parliam. 
contrary  to  the  prohibition  aforebaid  ;  where- 
fore divers  peers  of  the  land,  as  tlie  carl  of 
Lancaster  and  others,  knowing  the  manner  of 
j  )iis  coming,  would  not  be  there :  and  whereas 
I  the  prelates  were  assembled  in  one  house,  to 
I  consult  about  the  business  of  the  king  uud 
realm,  tbe  said  Roger  broke  open  the  doors  of 
the  said  house  with  armed  men,  i^pon  tbp  pre- 
lates,' and  threatened  them  with  Ul'e  and  mem- 
ber^  if  apy  of  them  should  be  sq  hardy  as  to 
speak  or  do  any  thing  contrary  to  liis  pleaswe 
in  anypoiiit.  And  in  the  same  part,  by  the 
said  usurped  power,  he  caused  the  king  to  make 
him  earl  of  March,  and  to  give  him  and  his 
*hcirs  several  lands  in  disherison  of  the  crown ; 
and  afterwards  the  said  Roger,  and  those  of  his 
party,  led  the  king  armed  against  the  said  earl 
of  Irfuicaster^  and  other  peers  of  tiie  land,  a^ 
fer  as  Winchester,  wlien  they  were  coming  to 
the  parL  at  Salisbury,  so  that  thu  cnri  nnd 
other  pcers^  to  avoid  the  evils  that  might  have 
happened,  out  of  regard  to  the  king,  dopc^rtcd 
and  went  toward  tht'ir  own  countries,  grieving 
that  they  could  not  speak  witli,  or  advisi*  tlieir 
liege  lord  as  they  ought  to  do.— 74tli.  The  said 
Roger,  by  the  said  usur(>ed  power,  caused  the 
king  to  march  forcibly  against  tlie  curl,  and 
other  peers  of  the  land,  who  were  appointed 
to  be  with  the  king,  to  advise  him ;  an<l  so 
prosecuted  them  witli  force,  that  the  said  c:irl 
and  sotne  others  of  his  company,  that  wished 
well  to  the  kingdom,  subiniued  to  the  kind's 
gmce,  saving  to  them  Ule  and  membc^r,  and 
that  they  might  not  l>e  disinlieriXed,  nor  have 
too. great  a  6ne  set  upon  them ;  vet  \w  caused 
them  to  be  fined  so  grievou«iIy,  that  hall'  their 
iandsy  if  sold  outright,  would  only  pay  it ;  and 
others  he  c:iuscd  to  be  driven  out  of  tiic  na- 
tion, and  their  lands  to  be  seized, .  ajxaiust  the 
form  of  cbc  great  charter,  and  law  of  ilie  land. 


— JRth.  Whereas  the  said  Roger  knew  well  the 
kiuz\s  father  was  d«»ad  and  buried,  he  by  others 
of  his  party  in  deccivalJc  manner,  inf jnncd 
the  earl  of  Kent,  that  he  was  alive  ;  whei-efore 
the  earl  being  desirous  to  know  whether  it  was 
so  or  nor,  used  all  the  good  ways  he  could  to 
discover  the  truth,  and  so  long,  till  the  said 
Roger  by  his  usurped  royal  ]>ower,  caused  liim 
to  be  apprehended  in  the  pari,  holden  at 
Westm.  and  so  pursued  him,  as  in  that  pari, 
he  procured  his  death. — 6lh.  The  said  Roger, 
by  his  usurped  royal  power,  caused  the  king 
to  givo  to  him  and  his  children,  and  con- 
federates, castle-i,  towns,  manors,  and  fnm- 
ehises  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Wales,  in  de» 
crease  of  the  revenues  of  the  crown, — 7  th.  The 
said  Roger  in  dereivable  manner  caused  the 
knights  of  bhirrs,  at  the  pari,  at  Winchcstei,  to, 
grant  to  the  king  one  man  at  arms  out  of  every 
town  of  England,  tliat  answered  in  the  court 
of  the  Eyre  by  4  men,  and  the  provost,  (/".  r. 
the  rievc  or  bailiff  of  the  lord  of  the  manor)  to 
Starve  at  their  own  cost,  for  a  year  in  his  war 
in  GaMToigne  ■;  which  charge  he  contrived  for 
rthe  advantage  of  himself  and  part)',  in  desti'uc- 
tionoi'the  people. — J»th.  The  said  Roger,  by 
his  said  ustirpeil  royal  power,  caused  summons 
to  be  sent  to  many  great  knights  and  others, 
that  they  should  come  to  the  kmg  wherever  he 
was ;  and  when  they  came,  he  caused  them  to  be 
charged  to  prepare  themselvesi  to  go  into  Oas- 
coigne,  or  ti.ie  at  his  ple<isure;  whirli  tines 
were  for  the  bepeht  of  him  and  his  puc^v. — 
(kh.  The  said  Roger  fn,litely  and  nuiliciously 
made  discord  between  the  king's  father  and 
his  queen;  and  possessed  her,  that  if  she  went 
to  him,  she  shoiild  certainly  bp  killo^l  with  a 
diigger,  or  Qthe^v\i:^^J  nnirdered;  and  by  thig 
way,  and  liis  other  subtleties,  he  so  ordered  it, 
that  she  wf>uld  not  i-ome  to  her  liege  lord  and 
kine,  to  the  grcaf  diNhonoiir  of  her  so^  and  self, 
and  great  damage  of  the  whole  realm  per 
chance  in  time  to  come,  which  God  forbid. — \ 
10th.  The  s;iid  Roi^er  bv  his  said  usurped  royal 
power,  bud  eau8t:d  to  be  taken  for  him  and  hii> 
party,  the  kins^'s  treasure,  As  much  as  he  pleas- 
ed, without  talc,  in  money  an<l  jewels,  in  de- 
struction of  the  king,  so  that  he  had  not  where- 
witiud  w  pay  for  his  victuals. — '11th.  The  said 
Roger,  by  the  said  usurped  power,  caused  to 
be  shan^d  between  him  and  his  confoderfUcs, 
the  '20,000  marks  which  came  out  of  Scotland, 
for  the  articles  of  peace,  witliout  any  thing  re- 
ceived by  the  kine. — l*ith.  The  said  Ro^er,  by 
his  ahov<»-ment  ioued  royal  power,  received  the 
kind's  duties  and  purveyance  through  tlie  king- 
dom, as  if  he  had  been  king ;  and  he  and  hi^ 
party  had  with  them  double  the  company  of 
men  and  horse  that  were  with  the  kinj,  in  de- 
struction of  tl»c  people,  not  paying  tor  their 
quarters  any  more  than  they  themselves  pleased. 
— 13th.  The  said  Roger,  by  his  said  royal 
power  caused  the  king  to  agree  to  the  mount- 
ing of  'iOO  Irish  chevaliers,  or  horse,  being  of 
those  tliat  killed  tlie  great  men  of  Ireland  and 
others,  who  were  in  the  king's  faitli;  wherca* 
the  king  ought  immediately  to  hav^  revenge i 
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•7]     PARIa  HISTDRT,  5  Edw.  Uh  itSl.-^Morlimcr  and  hi$  cmfetkratm  condemned,     [$§ 


their  deaths,  rather  than  pardoned  theiA,  con- 
trary to  the  statute  and  aj*scnt  of  pari. — 14th. 
The  said  Roger  contrived  to  have  destroyed 
the  king's  secret  friends,  in  whom  he  had  most 
confidence ;  and  he  surmised  to  the  king,  in 
the  presence  of  the  <^aecn  his  mother,  the  bps. 
of  Linoobi  and  Sahsburj,  and  others  of  nts 
council,  that  his  said  sccrct.friends  had  excited 
Min  to  combine  with  his  (the  said  Roger's) 
enemies  beyond  sea,  in  destruction  to  tlie 
^een  his  motlier,  and  of  him  the  said  Roger; 
and  this  he  attirmed  so  hnpudently  to  the  kmg, 
that  he  could  not  be  believed  against  what  he 
had  said;  and  for  these  things,  and  many 
others,  not  as  yet  fit  to  be  declared,  he  had 
been  apprehended :  wherefore  the  king  charged 
the  earls  and  barons,  the  peers  of  the  land,  as 
these  things  conoemcd  himself,  themselves/ 
and  all  the  people  of  the  realm,  to  do  right 
and  true  judgment  upon  him  for  the  crimes 
.  above  written,  as  being  notorious  and  known 
to  be  true,  to  themselves,  and  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  kingdom." 
J  Then  the  earb,  barons,  and  peers,  having 
examined  these  articles,  came  into  pari,  before 
tlie  king,  and  they  all  delivered  their  opinbn, 
by  one  of  their  body,  *  that  all  things  con- 
tained in  the  said  articles  were  notorious,  and 
known  to  themselves,  and  all  the  people;* 
wherefore  they,  as  judges  in  pari,  by  aseeat  of 
the  kin^,  did  award  and  judge  the  said  Roger 
«is  a  traitor  and  enemy  to  the  king  and  king- 
dom, to  be  drawn  and  hanged,  and  commanded 
the  earl  mareschal  to  execute  the  judgment, 
and  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  sheriSs  of  Lon- 
don, with  the  constable  of  the  Tower,  and  those 
who  had  the  guard  of  him,  to  be  aiding  and 
assisting  with  the  earl  mareschal  at  the  e;cecu- 
tion ;  which  was  performed  accordingly  on  the 
29th  of  Nov.  at  a  place  then  called  the  Elms, 
and  afterwards  Tyburn. 
j  .  The  king  in  his  pari,  charged  the  earls^  htir 
'  "  rons  and  peers,  to  give  right  and  true  judg- 
ment ^^nst  Simon  de  Bcreibrd,  kt.  who  had 
been  aiding  and  advising  with  Roger  Morti- 
mer in  all  the  treasons,  felonies,  &c.  for  which 
he  was  afterwards  adjudged  to  die,  as  was  no- 
toriously known  to  the  said  peers ;  whereup- 
,  on  they  came  before  the  king  in  purl,  and  said 
all  with  one  voice,  *  that  the  said  Simon  was 
not  their  peer,  and  therefore  they  were  not 
bound  to  judge  liim  as  a  peer  ot  the  land :' 
but  since  it  was  a  thing  so  notorious  and  known 
to  all,  that  he  was  advising,  aiding  and  assist- 
ing the  said  Roger  in  all  the  felonies,  &c.  afore- 
said ;  and  that  he  was  guilty  of  divers  other  fe- 
lonies and  robberies,  and  a  principal  maintainer 
of  robbei§  and  felons ;  they  as  peers  and  judges 
of  pari,  by  assent  of  the  kine,  do  award  and 
adjudge  him,  as  a  traitor  and  enemy  to  the 
king  and  realm,  to  be  drawn  and  handed  ;  and 
the  earl  mareschal  was  commanded  to  do  ex- 
ecution ;  which  was  done  accordingly.  But  it 
appears  by  the  same  pari.-  roll,  that  it  was  then 
also  declared,  that  though  the  lords  and  peers 
in  pari,  had  for  this  time,  in  the  king's  pre- 
sence, proceeded  as  judges  to  gi^'e  judgment 


upon  those  that  were  no  peers ;  yat  hettmlk»  ^ 
this  should  be  no  precedent  to  draw  them  t^i 
give  judgment  on  any  other  but  their  peers,  m 
case  of  treason  or  felony. 

Then  the  peers  proceeded  and  passed  judg- 
ment anon  tne  principal  actors  in  the  murlher 
of  the  late  king  Edw.  and  the  death  of  Edm. 
earl  of  Kent ;  and  for  the  latter  of  these,  sir 
John  Maltravers  being  found  guiltj  in  making 
him  falsly  to  believe,  that  the  said  king  was 
alive,  the  said  John  was  sentenced  to  he  drawn, 
hanged  and  beheaded  as  a  traitor,  when  and 
wherever  he  should  be  found;  and  the  pecr» 
prayed  the  king  to  issne  forth  his  proclamation^ 
that  any  one  who  could  take  hmi  attre,  and 
bring  him  to  the  kin?,  ^onld  have  lOOOmarks ; 
and  if  he  could  not  be  taken  aHve,  he  that 
should  bring  his  head,  should  hwe  6001,  otthff 
king's  gift.  Further,  the  same  judgment  wm 
given  against  Bogo  dc  Bayons,  and  John  Dn^ 
veril,  for  the  same  cause,  and  he  that  could 
take  Bogo  ath^e,  and  bring  him  to  the  king, 
should  ha^'e  100/. ;  or  if  1^  brought  his  head^ 
he  should  have  100  marks ;  and  he  that  could 
take  John  Daveril  ahve,  and  brio^  hhn  to  the 
king,  should  have  100  marks ;'  or  if  he  codld 
bring  his  head,  he  shoidd'have  40/.  The  same 
judgment  was  given  likewise  against  Thos.  de 
Guemey,  andWm.  de  Ocle,  for  the  death  of 
king  Edw.  *  tliat  tliey  had  felsly  and  traitor* 
oudy  murthered  hhnV  and  he  that  could  take 
Thomas  alive,  was  to  have  100/. ;  or  if  he 
could  bring  his  head,  lOO marks :  he  that  cookl 
bring  Wm.  de  Ocle  ahve,  was  to  have  100 
marks,  or  his  head,  40/.  likewise  among^  the 
pleas  of  the  crown  of  (his  pari,  there  is  record* 
ed  the  arraignment  of  the  lord  Thos.  de  Berkele, 
for  the  death  of  Edw.  II,  to  this  effect ;  for  that 
the  said  king  was  cofnmitted  to  the  keeping  of 
die  said  Thos.  and  John  Matravers,  in  trie  cesv 
tie  of  the  said  sir  Tlios.  at  Berkele,  when  he» 
was  murthered ;  the  said  sir  Thos.  saith,  *  that 
at  the  time  of  the  death  ol*  the  said  king,  he 
was  sick  at  Bradelye,  without  the  said  eastie^ 
and  knew  not  what  was  done  there,  nor  was  con- 
senting thereunt9 ;  and  thereupon  put  himself 
upon  his  trial  by  12  knights,  named  in  the  re- 
cord, who  found  him  not  guilty,  nor  that  he 
fled,  or  withdrew  himself  upon  it ;  bat  snice  he 
had  placed  under  him  Thos.  de  Gumey,  and 
Wm.  de  Ocle  to  keep  the  king,  by  whom  he 
was  murthered,  he  had  a  day  given  him  to 
hear  his  judgment  in  the  next  pari. ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  he  ^vas  committed  to  sir  Ralph  Ne- 
vill,  steward  of  the  king's  houshoM. 

In  1331  Edw.  called  a  pari,  at  Wcstm.  te 
meet  the  day  after  Michaelmas  day;  in  which 
the  bp.  of  Winchester,  chancellor,  dedared  the 
canse  of  the  summons  to  be,.  *  concerning  the 
dutchy  of  Aquitain,  and  the  kinc'ii  possessions 
beyond-sea,  whether  peace  shoukl  be  made  or 
other  issue  put  to  the  disscntions  between  the 
kincs  of  England  and  France,  by  reason  of  the 
said  tciTJtorVes.  As  also  about  affiaifs  in  Ire- 
land,  concerning  the  king's  going  thither,  to  or^ 
dain  how  peace  might  be  the  best  kept  in  thmt 
nation.'    It  xvfL&  agreed  that  the  king's  bosiness 
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«j  PARI,  msroitv,  •  K».«„  nr.  i«..^jw^^.  oftn.  p««..>*  .,,o.w. 

;  *?""»>«  P««MTed  kefore  an^  other.    ITpon 
:  thus  dM  dwncdior  apoKed   himself  to   tte 

WhMhw  they  thou^t  It  b«st  for  the  king  to 


^_^^_,  — J  — --,^v  ...  u.„  ivr  me  Kins  ro 
p«)ceed  by  w»y  of  proeesi  of  war,  or  br  an 
•««5^e  tTMtv  wkb  the  ki»gof  Fnu.ce,  for  the 
■BOtehon  of  Ao«t«i.?'  ife  pari,  art-eed  to 
Ae  last,  a.  Ae  least  dangerou*  way  of  proceed- 
^*i5!lSf  *^;  f  Winchester,  WoiwesWr, 
•nd  Norwh,  wtth  the  lords  Beauaont,  Percy 

JphDdehhoreditch,  were  sent  to  the  French 

-fS^^lP'T*'-  ■**  *»  '''«'»"<•.  «  WW 
JSrCf'  '  *«  '»»e  kingin  penon  should  go 
tibU«r;  ku^  to  prepare  his  way,  a  certa!^ 

*ttrfd  be  sent  before  him;  and  that  those  e»^ 

•pe«Wy  ow  for  the  defence  of  that  kingdoi^.' 
Abo  U  was  ofdaincd,  •  that  aU  teamed  Sen  in 
toe  Uw,  who  should  be  appointed  as  jostices, 
•houH  by  -.,0  means  be  excused  on  ^y  piel 
«Ke  whalwewr.'     And  farther  it  wis  w- 

I^^L^'^U^  shpuWbemade  into  his 
Majeetya  woonfa,  to  see  what  methods  had 

-  .I^SLZ^E^*^*?  ^  *"  cM&mig  and  weft 
p»»efii»g  the  people  of  Ireland.'   I?  this  pari, 

rt^wted,  as  well  by  the  justices  as  others,  unta 
r!^.^"^AT^  *'?™<^'  »'^*«*  otberwse  ap- 
«fcouW  ha«^TCaAr  3000/.  in  ,«t,  and  lands 
•"owed  her  for  her  mamtcnawse.  And  that 
^^^^^''SS?  «!>ari.shonld  retain,  sustain 
^S?T.    ^r*!!!?  «:«»>«•  common  breaker 

pwwMicc  of  actual  shottM  be  made,  bat  for 

*  w^!!!^  ^\  ^^  wmnKWMjd  to  meet  tt 
nn^tlw  kmg's  reason,  ibr  caiJing  them, 

«2r^'«2^7*  ™y  "^.^y^  Joshua  Bame», 
what  piiKiciit  care  was  then  taken,  b?  these 

2?£J!^S^*!^'  that  their  debates  "ihditld 
rw«!^^'?''^r*«arbod  by  tumults; 

'ti^n^J^s"^  ^*  onJer  proclaimed  , 
A«t  no  man,lipon  pain  of  forfeiting  all  his 
^;^;f^^  »honld  presume  to  use  or  lear  any 
coy  of  aetal,  or  other  weapon  offensive  w 
■  5f!^"  i^!!*?'  Westm.  oVthesuburbs^ 
tte  saRie.    And  al»o,  that  doringtiie  time  of 

ZiJ!^!^ll^'u^^1  o'o^l^ays  of  men, 
toHAe  distirtW    of  the  pari/    Here  also, 

^f^m  tho^edajrs,  whereby  certain  com- 
iwttecs  w«re  appointed  not  oi^  to  be  re- 
(»»f«f8,  but  abo  tryers  of  petitions,  who  were 


ceired  a  message,  that  the  k.  of  Pwmce,  with 
many  other  kmp»  andprim^es,  having  appoint- 
ed to  go  to  the  Holy  Und,  in  the  present 
month  of  March,  they  n>«eh  desired  the  com- 
pany of  tlie  king  of  England,  for  the  better 
strengthening  themselves  against  the  common 
enomy  of  Christendom.     11hj  king  there^r© 
desired  the  advice  of  this  pari,  whether  it  i^-as 
proper  to  accompany  them  in  this  expedition 
Of  not.'    Then  sir  Jeffry  Scroop  of  Masham, 
in  the  limg's  presence,  and  at  his  command, 
declared  further,    *   that  this    meeting  was 
called,  as  well  to  redrr^ss  the  breaches  of  the 
mws  and  his  peace,  hs  for  the  voyage  to  the 
Holy  Land.    That  the  king  was  infortned,  and 
It  was  notorious  to  all,  that  divers  people  de- 
fying the  kw,  were  gathered  together  in  great 
companies,   to  the  destruction  of  the  king's 
OTbjocts,  the  people  of  holy'  chm-ch,  and  the   . 
fang's  j\istices ;  taking  and  detaining  some  of 
them  m  pnson,  until,  to  save  their  Hves,  ther 
had  received  great  fines  and  rnnsoms,  at  thi 
pleasure  of  the  evil  doers ;  putting  some  t<y 
death,  robbing  others  of  their  goods  and' chat- 
tels, and  doing  other  mischtefe  and  felonies.' 
Therefore  he  the  said  sir  Jeffry,  on  behalf  of  j 

!»    i^*  chiirged  the  prelates,  earb;  barons, 
and  others  there  assembled,  on  their  faith  and  l 


l2f2^f^l^^"'  \^^^  ^  be  debated  in 
with  a  speech,  more  ftiMy  declaring  the  king's 
«««.  for  caUing  thei.    The  pSTx>rt  of^ 
Fas  to  acquaint  them,  *  Aat  his  majVliad  re- 


aMegiance,  « tliat  they  sliould  advise  him  con- 
eermng  his  veyage  to  the  Holy  Land,  which 
he  very  miuch  desired  to  undertake ;  as  also 
how  the  peace  might  b%s  kept,  and  how  thcj»c 
,  noters  might  be  chastised  and  restrained  from 
their  wickedness.^    After  these  speeches  werci- 
I  ended,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury  stood  up  and 
«id,  <  that  it  did  not  properly  belong  to  their 
ninc«;ion  to  be  present  at  criminal  debates  ;* 
and  with  a   proviso  of  reserving  their  righr*s 
stdl  to  themselves  and  successors,  withdrew, 
wnai  the  proctors  of  the  clergy,  to  consult  hy 
themsches.      The  earls,  barons,  and  other  , 
gtandees,  consulted  al^  apart ;  and  the  repre-  • 
sentaaresofthe  commons  apart ;  theyattbatj 
timfr  having  no  partictdar  speaker.    The  rc4 
I  wit  of  these  separate  consultlitions  was,  that 
I  the  fords  and  great  men  returned  into  the 
fcrnfifs  presence,  am)  by  the  mouth  of  sir  Henry  i 
Beaumont,  whom  they  hod  chosen  for  their ': 
8p^ftkcr,  declared  that  thea^  advice  to  the  king ' 
was,  <  that  he  should  ordain  justices  in  <!jvery 
eoanty  of  the  kingdom,  for  tftie  Conservation  of 
the  peace  against  offenders^   with  powtr  to 
punish  and  repress  them.     And  forther,  that 
certain  officers  should  be  appointed  for  appre- 
hending malefactors,  and  levying  the  hue  and 
cry.'    Accordincly  comvnisaions  were  issued 
out  to  the  sheriffs,  and  bestmen  of  every  coun- 
ty, to  appreheild  and  imprison,  and  raise  the 
possc-^omitahts  ai^riinst  tliem ;  imd  cause  them 
to  be  indicteil  and  puakhed^aeoording  to  their 
deserts. 

After  settling  their  domestic  concerns,  thi# 
pari,  went  upon  the  consideration  of  feirei«in 
aftalrs;  and  it  was  unanimously  awced,  that 
the  dine  mentioned  by  the  Frencli  king  f6r 
Edw.  to  join  with  him  in  the  crusade  was  too 
little  for  that  purpose.  Tlien  sir  Jeffi^  Scroop^ 
• 
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t» 


by  the  king's  copunatid,  told  them,  ^ThM 
whereas  in  the  last  pari,  at  We<<m.  it  had  been 
agreed  that  the  dilFerences  on  ibot  between  the 
kinfp  of  England  and  France,  concerning  the 
territories  beyond  sea,  should  be  reconcikd  by 
treaty,  by  yi^y  of  marriage,  or  by  ^oiue  other 
'  amicable  manner;  that  thereupon  the  king 
had  sent  his  cominii>»ioner»  to  the  Frencbkiag, 
who  had  treated  with  them,  and  reported  back, 
that  his  maj.  of  France  told  thern^  that  if  k 
pleased  their  master  to  come  over  in  person, 
be  would  shew  more  favour  to  him  than  to  any 
otJier.  Wherefore  it  was  -necesiuury  to  bcnd 
speedily  to  the  said  king,  and  for  this  end  the 
aidvice  Qf  the  pari,  wasdcnanded;  whether 
the  king  should  go  over  in  person  or  not/ 
'  The  pad.  consented  to  his  going,  in  bopc^s  tltat 
all  obstacles  towards  an  agreement  between 
them  might  be  thereby  i-emoved,  and  much 
advantage  accrue  to  tlie  realm.  They  advised 
aUo,  that  the  Irish  expedition  might  be  post- 
poned for  this  year,  but  that  an  army  sboidd 
be  seat  over  ii^to  that  country. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  this  is  the  first 
time  that  we  c|m  £nd  that  the  Commons  ever 
separated  from  the  Lords  and  made  a  distinct 
house  by  themselves,  tliough  without  a  Speaker. 
^Iso  that  the  lower  clergy  were  present  at  this 
pari,  represented  by  their  proctors,  sat  bv 
themselves,  the  bishops  included^  and  not  with 
the  lay-commons,  as  some  writers,  without  any 
just  grounds,  have  asserted^  It  seems  here 
likewise,  that  Justices  of  Peace,  such  as  we 
have  at  this  day  in  power,  wire  first  appoint- 
ed. And  lastly,  that  though  tliis  purl,  did  not 
sit  a  whole  week,  yet  it  shews  bow  much  busi- 
ness was  dispatched  in  a  few  days,  whew  all 
flings  were  drawn  up  aud  ready  prepared  by 
the  king  and  his  couocvl  beforehand. 

Kdw.  ctiUod  another  pari,  to  meet  on  tlie 
0th  of  Sept.  1332,  at  Westm.,  where  the  bp. 
of  Winchester,  lord  chancellor,  declared, '  Tliat 
the  cause  of  their  meetii^jK  was  abont  tlie  afiUirs 
of  France,,  and  the- king's  expedition  thither, 
to  put  a  gtop  to  tlie  succei»s  his  enemios  gained 
in  those  part^.*  Tlie  pari,  being  adjourned  to 
Thursday  following,  they  were  alarmed  with 
some  suddanonews  out  of  the  north,  which 
made  them  jQear  an  invasion  from  the  Scots; 
whereupon  t^  iqrda  an4  commons  did  each 
by  their  ^^t^^ral  potions  adytse  the  king  not 
to  go  into  Fra^e,  or  Ireland,  but  to  send  to 
the  latter  a  sutiWiient  supply pt* men  and  money, 
whilst  liiin>eir  marched,  a  strong  army  towards 
tlic  north,  in  order  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
.Scotji.  For  ihis  cxpiHUtioD  the  kin«z  had  grunted 
hiin  a  15th  o{  ail  the  personal  €-?tat6s  of  the 
prciaicts  iordst^.Aod  knlgi;^  of  shires;  and  a 
JOth  <U^jUbwlci^;^.andlbosoU2h»:  but  they  de^ 
urcdi,  '  That  ^e-jlq^s  iv^d  please  to  hve  of 
His  own,  without  jrrieving  his  subjt'Ct^*  by  out- 
cagf'ous  prices,  or  inch  Uko  illeiral  tavutions.* 
Hereupon  the  kin«i  revoked  the  lafc^  ne>y  com- 
mission for  rnistJ^  of  certain  t^Ustges  or  cus- 
toms, and  pro)ni«<«d  from  hcncefoi  t|i  to  settle 
the  same  accoi^litm  to  the  old  rates. 

Portly  ai'i/^  tiu^  ).*arl.  was  dissolved,   tlie 


king'removed  hi»«o*t  to^Yopk,  wliews  he  re-v 
Gftived  the  speedier  account  of  tlie  posture  oC 
aifairs  m  Scotland.    Here  he  summoned  a  new 
pari,  to  meet,  a  few  days  before  the  feast  of 
St.- Michael;  but  they  did  not  meet  until  tli» 
2d  of  Dec.  following.    We  iind  that  sir  Jeft'ry 
Scroop  was  i^in  the  king's  prolocutor  on  thi* 
occasion;    and   declared  the  reason  of  that) 
ineeting  was,  *  That  the  kini;  having  h^tcly  un- 
derstood that  the  lord  Baliol  had  caused  hbn-. 
self  to  be  proclaimed  k.  of  Scotlami,  and  the 
truce  with  David  Bruce  was  newly  expired,  he 
demanded  their  advice  whether  he  should  fviJik 
upon  Scotland,  in  bis  own  name,  and  daim  tlie, 
domituon  thereof  as  liis  own  right ;  m*  else,  by 
joining  with  king  Baliol,  should  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  recpvering  the  homage  and  scn'ices 
his  ancestors  had  enjoyed.'     But  because  great 
part  of  the  prelates  ajid  clergy  weVe  absent^ 
nothing  was  th^n  resolved  on,  but  the  pari, 
was  adjourned  to  the  5th  of  Jan.  following ; 
tlie  king  boing  obliged  to  send  out  fresh  sum- 
mons, strictly  enjoining  all  persons  to  attend^ 
and  to  delay  no  longer  or  uinder  the  king's 
weighty  a^iiurs  on  any  pretence  whatsoever. — 
At  the  time  of  adjoaruipent,   all  appeared ; 
and  on  the  1st  day  of  their  sitting  coinmand-  , 
ment  was  given  to  the  mayor  of  fork,  hi  pre-  ; 
sence  of  tlie  king  and  aH  his  park,  to  see  the 
king^s  pe^ce  kept  in  tlie  said  city  and  suburbs 
thereof,  ^  to  arrest  all  that  offended  against 
it.      Also,    procUmiution   was  made   against 
weapons  and  pbiys,  by  tlie  steward  and  mare- 
schal,  before  the  house  where  the  pari,  sat,  and 
by  the  mayor  and  baihfis  in  the  city.     After  all 
tiiis  formality,  our  records  are  short  as  to  any^ 
notable  transaotions  of  this  pari.    Some  Chro- 
nicles tell  us,  that  the  lord  Beaumont,  the  earl 
of  Athole,  with  several  other  lordsi,  wiw  had 
been  enj;agcd  with  k.  BiUiol  in  the  Scotch  af- 
foir,  appeared  i^  it;  being  sent^  by  the  said 
king  to  use  all  their  interest  to  engage  Edw, 
and  the  pturl.  to  dQclare  in  bis  favotir.     At  the 
same  time  came  certain  envoys  from  king  David 
Bruce,  *  To  beeeecli  the  king  that  he  would 
give  no  assistance  U)  his  enemy,  but  rather 
to  aid  him  who  was  his  brother-in-law,  and 
•ally,  witji  whom  also  he  was  tlien  at  amity.' 
^ — it  does  not  appear  that  any  direct  answer 
was  fiiven  to  either  of  these  petitious ;  it  is 
only  said  that  the  kirn;  was  advised,  '  Not  to 
act  against  his  own  subjects,  who  liad  lost  all  , 
their  estates  in  Scotlimil,  by  tlie  lute  articles  of 
peace,  aud  who  Imd  taken  up  anus  only  to  re- 
gain them.' — it  may  readily  be  imagined  by 
tlie  conaequenpps  of  nflairs,  tluit  the  i>olijticf 
of  those  times  inclined  tlie  king  to  take  ^bis 
advice*.     For  tl\otigh  he  religiously  kept  tlie  late 
treaty  with  Scotlaiid,  on  his  own  pmt ;  yet,  no 
sooner  was  jJic  4  years  truce  expired,  but  h« 
sent  ambfv»8ildors  to  David   the  young  king, 
demanding  a  restitution  of  Berwick,  and  tluu 
he  shot^ld  come  and  do  his  homage  to  tlie  k.  of 
Ijiglaml.    This  being  utterly  denied  by  David 
and  his  nobility,  they  declared  war  aeainst 
them,   and,    according  to    their  in$tructionS| 
dciiod  tlieir  king. 
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For  the  more  effectual  carrying  on  of  this 
(■war,  Edw.  hful%uiimioned  a  pari,  to  meet  at 
vYorlc,  in  March,  13^3.  Here  be  acquainted 
•cbem  witli  his  design  of  marchini;  directly  into 
Scothind,  in  person,  to  ascjist  k.  Baiiol^  and 
I  reduce  lierwick  to  his  obedience;  which  the 
\  wliole  a&»embly  readily  agreed  to.  They  ^ve 
their  opinion,  *  That  ilie  king  could  no  longer, 
with  honour,  put  up  die  wrongs  and  injuries 
daiiy  done  to  him  and  his  mihjccts  by  tlie  Scots'; 
and  thereiore  they  huiubly  iulvii^cd  his  waj.  to 
provide  such  force  of  men  and  unns,  as  mitrlit 
oot  only  reduce  Berwick  to  his  obedience,  but 
also  compel  the  kin^  of  ScoUf  to  seek  liis  peace, 
by  rendering  unto  iiiui  the  accustomed  homage 
for  that  kin*;dom :  and  ui  this  enterprise  they 
all  proraesed  co  a^Ltt  hiin  in  pur^c  and  pervon/ 
— ^To  this  pari.  k.  Balioi  had  been  summoned, 
as  holding  of  £dw. ;  but  he  understanding  that 
his  enemies  liadlaid  wait  for  him  in  hisjonmey, 
durst  niit  come;  but  sent  asutticient  excuse  by 
tiie  lord  Beaumont  and  others,  declarinii:  the 
reasons  of  Iiis  non-appearance  at  that  time : 
which  apoiof^  was  accepted  by  the  kuig  and 
pari. — We  refer  tlie  reader  to  Mr.  Barnes's 
history  of  this  king's  reign,  and  to  the  more 
general  English  historians,  for  the  progress  of 
this  war.  We  need  only  say,  tint  Edw.  sur- 
passed lias  graodtather  in  the  rapidity  of  his 
xonquests:  for  in  a  very  short  time  he  had 
o%'eivrun  all  Scotland ;  and  soon  atter  received 
Balioi's  homaii^e  to  him,  m  a  purl,  at  Edin- 
burgh, as  sovereign  lord  of  that  kint»dotu. 

Edw.  on  his  return  into  Em^lond,  held  ano- 
ther pari,  at  York,  which  hud  been  {(ummoned 
to  meet  Feb.  Hi,  1334.  I1ie  chief  matters 
there  enacted  were,  "  That  the  Great  Charter 
and  the  Forest  Liberties,  and  other  good  sta- 
tutes, should  be  duly  observed;  and  what 
clauses  tiierein  were  obscure  should  by  good 
advice  be  explained.'  There  were  also  several 
other  acts  made  in  this  pari.,  for  which  see 
Statutes  at  Large,  and  Cotton's  Abridgment  of 
Kecords. 

In  the  same  year,  after  a  great  council  held 
at  Nottingham,  a  parL  was  summoned  to  meet 
at  Wcstm,  on  the  14  th  of.  Sept.  The  choice 
•f  this  fcsdval  almost  declared  the  occasion  of 
the  summons ;  which  was,  *Tliat  tlie  kina;  being 
thereunto  invited  by  his  cousin  the  duke  of 
Bretaign,  who  came  lately  on  an  embassy  frou> 
France^  had  formed  a  resolution  to  take  a 
voyage  with  his  brother  of  France  and  other 
chrisdan  princes  to  the  Holy  Land,  lie  told 
tbcm  the  reason  he  had  not  answered  k.  Philip 
before,  when  lie  applied  to  him  for  this  expe- 
dition, wa^  tbiit  be  liad  learned  tliC  French 
kinig  had  fitted  out  ten  great  ships^  desiifned  to 
assist  k.  Daind'-s  ^arty  in  Scothmd.  Yet,  as 
these  ships  had  been  miserably  shattered  at 
ica,  and  were  torced  to  return  home  witliout 
any  eiect;  and  also  that  Scotland  seemed 
prettY  well  settled,  under  the  govt,  of  k.  Ba- 
lioi, he  was  the  more  willing  to  partake  with 
the  rest  of  the  pnnces,  in  this  pious  and  ho- 
Boorable  enterprise;  though  he  had  set  no 
(m  the  duiut;  of  iL' — We  ^anoot  learn 


I  what  answ^sr  the  pari,  gave  to  the  king  ott 
!  this  declaration ;  but  whether  liiey  a^p-e^  to 
I  this  project,  or  not«  it  was  frustrated  by  ad- 
vjces  out  of  Scotland  which  came  at  tliat  time, 
intimating  tlmt  .tiiC  bcotji  had  agam  rebelled 
against  k.  Balii>l,  hud  taken  some  English  lords 
prisoners,  and  defeated  their  forots.    Upon  tliw  | 
news  the  pari,  grunted  tiie  king  a  16th  trom  ) 
the  lords  and  knight:*  of  shires,  a  lOtti  from .' 
the  clergy,  and  die  like  Irom  tlte  citizens  and 
burgesses. 

Ihe  king  soon  turned  all  his  thoughts  to- 
wards Scotland,  and  coming  to  Nottmgham, 
issued  out'  writs  for  calling  a  pari,  to  luact  at 
York  about  Whitsuntide,  1335 ;  there  to  treat 
how  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  Scots. 
What  was  done  in  that  ailair  we  know  not; 
for  at  the  intercession  of  a  bp.,  sent  by  tlia 
French  king  for  that  purpose,  a  trace  was 
granted  for  6  weeks.  At  this  pari. '  several  • 
more  statutes  were  enacted,  very  serviceabla  ' 
to  the  peace  and  weltare  of'  the  realm. — 1  ha 
time  ot  tlie  truce,  being  concluded  tlie  Scotd* 
war  began  again,  and  continued  with  great 
ftiry  and  various  success  till  the  next  year. 
When  at'  a  pari,  called  at  Northampton, 
June  25,  1330,  the  kin^;  received  advice  tliac 
the  French  king  had  so  tar  espou&ed  the  Scotch 
quarrel,  as  to  engage  himself  to  protect  and 
assist. them;  and  to>  that  purpose,  had  sent 
over  several  eminent  commanders,  with  con- 
dideruble  supplies  of  men,  money,  and  ammu- 
nition, iuiw.  was  not  at  all  ditipleased  with 
the  news,  because  it  gavje  liim  now  a  just  oc- 
casion to  turn  his  arms  against  France ;  and  ha 
hoped  also  that  as  soon  as  ever  the  Frencli  and 
Scotch  were  joined  they  would  give  him  battle, 
which  the  latter  had  hitherto  industrio\i»iy 
avoided.  Fluslied  with  these  martial  ebought^ 
Edw.  privately  stole  away  from  his  parL  whom 
he  lek  at  their  debates^  and  with  wonderful 
expedition  arrived  at  st.  JohnVTown  in  Scot- 
land, where  he  found  k.  Bahol  ready  at  tiie 
head  of  tlie  forces  of  both  nations.  Having 
again  ravaged  all  Scotland  over,  from  sea  Co 
sea,  and  folding  notliing  to  resist  liim,  he  re- 
turned into  England,  to  a  pari,  which  met  at 
NottinglmJn,  Sept.  ii5,  this  year.  Here  Edw. 
obtained  a  new  grant  to  carry  ou  Ins  wars  in 
Scotland  and  Gascoiguy,  of  a  20th  trom  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  a  lUth  from  the  citi2cns 
and  burgesses,  and  a  6th  trom  the  clergy.  Be- 
sides, tlie  merchants  of  'England  were  taxed  to 
to  pay  40i.  a  bUck  for  all  wool  transported;  and 
foreigners  3/, 

I'he  next  year  another  pari,  was  straimoned 
to  Wcbtm.  about  the  middle  of  March,  1337. 
It  was  here  enacted,  *  tliat  no  wool  of  Eng- 
lish growth  slioutd  he  transported  beyond  th^i 
seas ;  and  that  all  cloth-workers  sliould  be  re- 
ceived Irom  whatever  foreign  parts  they  should 
come,  and  fit  places  sliould  be  assigned  diem, 
with  divers  liberties  and  privileges,  and  that 
they  should  have  a  certaiu  ailowaitce  from  the 
king,  till  tliey  might  be  tixcd  in  a  way  of  hving 
by  their  trade.'  It  was  aUo  ordained,  *  that 
none  iJiould  ^ou  any  cloaths  v^i-oti^hi  U yond 
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•ea,  or  berea/ber  to  be  BHportc^,  etcepi  the 
kiog»  quean,  and  tbek  ohildreii  :*  also,  *  tlMt 
aoDe  skmid  -iwear  foreign  fun  «r  siiks,  unless 
lie  i^as  worth  tM.  anoma  real.'  Besides 
cakjutg  cam  of  the  ^wat  interest  of  the  nation, 
ib  ihe  afoPBHaid  f»artio«hu3t,  the  luag  was  imndk 
«d  to  cettard  paijt  services,  and  thereibre  se- 
veral new  hoooars  and  liheral  grants  were 
conferred  on  those  noblemeii  who  bad  served 
hiflBf  iaithfttlly  to  Chat  time.  Aocofdingly^  in 
full  pari,  the  kins  created  his  eldest  son  prmoe 
£dw.  duke  of  Oernwall,  being  the  &*t  that 
ever  wom  that  cMonet  in  £nghind.  And  6 
eafl%  Hy.  of  Lancarter,  earl  of  Derby  \  Wra. 
iftontacttte,  earl  of  ^alii>burj »  Hugh  de  Aud- 
ley,  earl  of  <iiouccjrter ;  Wm.  Clinton,  earl  of 
Liacoin ;  Wm.  Hohun,  earl  of  NortliaraoDon, 
and  lioh.  XJAn^,  earl  of  Sufiblk.  All  these 
creations,  with  the  grantB  of  several  lordships, 
castles,*  wnts,  &c.  for  the  better  support  of 
these  new  digttides,  are  \upAy  trea^of  in 
Uames'g  Edw.  Ill,  p.  lie,  113. 

A  pati  was  summoned  to  meet  Sept.  27, 
1S37,  «t  Westm.  where  the  king's  intention  of 
Ijoinff  over  into  France  was  declared.  The 
whole  nation  was  then  very  hearty  in  the 
Dttuse,  and  their  representatives  choertutty 
fctmtribttted  towards  it.  The  laity  granted  a 
10th  penny  trom  tin  community,  and  a  15th 
Ifi-om  the  citizens  and  burgetses.  The  dei^gy 
>  wereuot  backward  in  the  matter,  for  the  abp. 
of  Canterbury  and  his  convocation  gaw  a  lOrh 
of  their  teKiporalities  for  3  years.  Some  fur- 
iher  regulations  were  made  in  tlils  pad.  for  the 
euoouragemeiit  of  the  woollen  nuuiutactory ; 
where  it  wuseuacted,  that  all  Ficmibh  wearers, 
and  those  of  other  countries,  should  have  free 
liberty  to  conve  over,  and  inhabit  in  England, 
and  CKofcise  their  trade. 

Tlic  last  parUomietitary  aids  granted  to  the 
king  being  not  thought  suificient  for  the  mighty 
aftur  he  was  about  to  undertake ;  another  wi!^ 
called,  which  met  at  Westm.  Feb.  3,  133«. 
Here  the  laity  -granted  to  the  king  |  of  their 
wx)ols,  throughout  the  whole  ii^m,  for  the 
next  summer.  He  also  levied  of  the  clergy  tlie 
whole  i&th,  causing  theni  to  pay  9  marks  for 
every  pack  of  the  hci»t  wool ;  but  one  half  l)e 
took  of  all  persons,  wliether  morchatits  or 
others,  acoording  to  tlto  alurcsaid  grant.  And 
he  took,  also,  a  15th  of  ail  the  cotMuonalty  in 
the  rcahn,  in  wool,  the  priot  of  every  stime, 
lit  I4lbs.  the  Uone,  beiegratcfl  at  St».  The 
king,  also,  issued  out' a  commiaiiioi)  tor  seizing 
upon  the  estates  of  tlie  Lombard  nicrchanlii, 
then  in  London,  who  by  reason  of  their  extur^ 
tion  in  Ui«ry,  >vere  become  odiou»  and  a  pub- 
lic gricvoace  to  the  imtion.  AU  their  jeweU^ 
ready-money,  &c.  weie  to  be  delivered  to  tlie, 
consuWeof  the  Tower,  to  bo  kept  for  the 
king's  uee.  About  the  same  time  he  sei'/ed 
into  his  hands  the  goods  and  revenues  iyi  all 
alien  and  foreign  priories,  especially  of  the 
Cluniac  and  Cistercian  orders^  which  were 
immediately  let  out  to  Ainn  to  those  monks, 
who  paid  asutficietit  rent  for  them  during  these 
mara.    The  wools  %>hivi^wcr»  gathered  for  the 


I  king's  «s^,  were  tent  into  Brabant,  amounting 
J  to  10,^)00  sacks,  under  the  tlirectioa  of  two 
I  noble  merchants,  the  earb  of  Northanntoa 
I  and  Sufiblk,  who  sold  the  same  in  Upper  Ueiv 
many  for  40L  a  sack,  amoantin|  in  all  to 
400y000l.  By  these  means  the  kmg  becamn 
eicoeeding  strong  in  the  sinews  of  war,  but  thn 
country  was  thereby  so  exhausted  of  moneys 
that  victuals  and  other  coomiodities  became 
exceeding  cheap.  A  qr.  of  wheat  was  sold 
ait  London  for  3s.  a  fat  ox  for  6s.  8d.  a  fat 
goose  for  8d,  and  6  pigeons  for  a  Id^ — On  the 
16ch  of  Jidy  £dw.  embarked  at  Harwich,  wgith 
a  royal  navy  of  500  sail,  acpomp^ied  with 
many  earls,  barons,  &c.  to  the  number  of  flO 
of  the  chief  nobility  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  a 
short  time  afler  arrived  at  Antwerp,  belonging 
then  to  the  duke  of  Brabant. 

Whilst  the  king  was  absent  in  Flanders,  the 
young  prii^ce  £dw.  duke  of  Cornwall  as  guar- 
dian ol  the  kingdom,  by  commission  from  his 
fodier,  called  a  pari,  to  meet  at  Northampton* 
The  writs  were  daMd,  Aug.  25,  1838,  and 
the  ofieeting  was  appointed  to  be  15  days  after 
Michaelmas  following.  Here  was  granted  such 
an  aid  as  ne\'er  had  been  civen  to  any  king  be* 
fore ;  and  shews  bow  wdl  this  king,  and  the 
cause  he  was  engaged  in,  was  relished  at  that 
time  by  his  subjects.  Upon  every  town  a  tax 
was  laid  of  a  90th  of  their  goods,  where  the 
value  amounted  to  90s.  He  had,  also,  grant* 
ed  him  all  the  wool  in  the  kin^om,  to  be 
bought  at  a  low  price;  which  must  have 
amounted  to  a  vast  proportion,  since  only  the 
3  counties  of  Leicester,  Lincoln,  and  North- 
ampton, afforded  no  less  than  1911  sacks  of 
wool.  The  bps.  abbots,  priors,  rectors,  vicars, 
justices,  and  the  nobU»men,  &c.  who  held  ol' 
him,  in  cmpite,  and  went  not  with  him  to  the 
wars,  were  taxed,  some  100,  others  900/.  a- 
piece,  acoording  to  tlieir  estates  and  idMlities, 
At  H  convocation,  also,  held  the  1st  of  Oct.  a 
10th  was  granted  from  the  clergy  for  2  year» 
tu  come. 

'llie  next  year  tiic  young  prince,  being  but 
then  10  years  of  a^e,  called  another  pari,  to 
meet  at  Westm.  having  received  an  express 
commission  for  it  ti-om  his  father.  On  the  13th 
of  Oct,  they  met,  and  a  further  aid  was  de- 
manded to  carry  on  tliis  importsmt  and  ex- 
Censive  war.  Tlie  abp.  of  Canterbury,  the 
p.  of  Durham,  and  sir  M.  de  la  Pole,  were 
sent  hy  the  king,  then  in  France,  to  shew  the 
lords  and  commons,  '  what  he  had  done  be- 
yond sea,  with  his  condition  there,  and  the 
mischief^  tliat  had  befallen  him  and  his  fol- 
lowers 'for  want  of  supplies  from  En^and. 
That  he  and  others  who  were  with  him  were 
entered  into  obligations  for  300,000/.  ster.  and 
more,  towards  the  cliarge  of  his  auxiliaries,  and 
that  he  could  not  handsomely  march  from 
thence  without  giving  his  creditors  satisfaction. 
Lastly,  for  this  cause,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  him  and  his  quarrel,  which  was  undertaken 
by  the  common  consent  of  them  all,  and  that 
the  business  he  came  about  might  be  the  mora 
eA'ectually  done^  he  ought  to  b«  supplied  with 
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»  very  lar^e  «uni/ — ^tlns  remonstrance  was  an- 
swered eflectually,  §bv  the  aid  granted  by  this 
\  pari,  was  as  large  as  the  king'e  demand.  The 
I  nobility  immematelj  gave  him -every  10th 
shea^  fleece,  and  lamb  of  their  demesnes,  ex- 
cept of  their  bond-tenants,  to  be  paid  for  two 
Tears;  desiring,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  il- 
legal duties  set  upon  wool  should  be  revoked, 
and  that  this  grant  should  not  turn  into  a  cus- 
tom. The  commons,  thoui^  tbej  decli^red 
i  themselves  very  forward  and  willing  to  assist 
the  king,  yet  prayed  the  regent,  *  that  he 
woold  sununon  another  pari,  in  a  convenient 
mce,  and  in  the  mean  tune  they  would  take 
the  sense  of  their  constituents  about  it,  de- 
•  airing  likewise  that  two  knights  of  the  best 
estates,  in  their  several  counties,  should  be 
chosen  in  that  pari.' — ^Accordingly  writs  were 
issued  out,  dated  Nov.  1«,  for^another  pari,  to 
meet  the  30th  of  Jan.  following. 

Prince  Edw.  being  called  over  by  his  ikther 
lo  Antwerp^  6  comn&issioneis  were  appointed 
to  hold  the  ensuing  pari,  in  his  stead.  The 
pioccedbgi  of  this  pari,  are  so  accurately  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  Barnes,  that  we  think  it  proper 
to  give  tliem  in  his  own  words : — **  When  the 
time  of  the^next  session  of  pari,  approached, 
there  were  appointed  to  preside  m  it  John 
Scrmtford,  abb.  of  Canterbury,  lord  chancellor, 
and  Wm.  de  la  Zoucb,  abp.  of  York,  lord  trea- 
surer, with  the  dean  of  York,  and  sir  John 
Willougfaby,  deputy  lord  chief  justice,  sir  John 
Stcmore,  justice  or  the  king's  bench,  and  sir 
John  St  Paul,  any  4,  3,  or  2  of  these,  were 
bjr  the  king's  letters  patents  appointed  to  be- 
gin, continue,  and  end  the  pari,  for,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  and  the  lord  warden  of  Eng- 
land, and  there  to  do  all  things,  which  the  said 
guardian  should  do,  until  his,  or  the  king  his 
fcither's  coming.  1  be  commission  began  Ed- 
Tardus,  D,Gr.SfC.  and  ended,  Teste  Edvardo, 
Duce  ComubUt  ^  Com.  Cestr.  FiHo  nostra 
ckarMmo,  Gardiano  de  AngL-^These  com- 
missioners aforesaid  caused  sundry  of  the  lords 
and  commons  to  assemble  in  the  presence 
chamber,  before  whom,  because  several  of 
both  houses  were  not  yet  come,  they  continued 
the  pari,  from  day  to  day,  till  the  20th  of  Jan. 
during  which  time,  merchants,  owners  of  ships, 
and  mariners,  did  attend.  The  causes  of  as- 
sembling the  pari,  were  declared  to  be  for 
granting  the  kmg  an  aid,  for  keeping  of  the 
sea,  and  for  defence  of  the  norm  Marches : 
hereupon  dke  commons  required  time  to  con- 
sider thereof  till  the  19th  of  Feb.;  and  then 
diey  unanimbnik  offered  to  the  king  for  aid 
80/X)0  sacks  of  wool,  on  certain  conditions. 
Bat  for  ^  better  expedition,  after  some  d»> 
bate^  they  yielded  to  give  the  king  presently 
S500  sacks  of  wool;  so,  as  if  the  kmg  liktd 
the  conditionf  aforesaid^  the  same  showd  go 
in  part  of  payment,  if  not,  they  were  frettV 
eflered  onto  him.  The  lords  promised  to  send 
onto  the  king  to  know  his  pleasure,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  they  also  for  their  parts,  gruit. 
that  sncb  of  them,  or  of  thar  peers,  as  hera 
by  a  baroay,  ihovld  give  to  tht  King  tht  lOth 
Vol.  t. 


of  their  grain,  wool,  and  lambs,  and  of  all  their 
own  demesnes.''  • 

No  sooner  had  king  Edw.  carried  his  con- 
quests so  far  as  to  assume  onto  himself  the 
style  and  arms  of  that  kingdom,  but  he  caused 
his  great  seal  to  be  chan^,  and  added  the 
Fleurs-de-Lis  of  France- to  the  lions  of  £og« 
land.     Finding  it  necessary  for  his  afiairs  to 
return  into  his  own  country,  to  raise  mora 
money  on  his  subjects,  he  caUed  a  pari,  imme- 
diately afler,  when  the  writs  of  summons,  di- 
rected to  all  the  sheriS  in  England,  were 
sealed  with  his  new  broad  seal;  they  were 
dated  at  Harwich,  Feb.  SI,  1340,  heme  the 
vei7  day  of  his  landing.  On  the  S9th  of  March 
the  kine  met  his  pari,  at  Westm.  and  it  appears 
by  the  date  of  the  writs  that,  in  case  of  absolute 
necessity,  a  pari,  misht  bo  then  called  within 
1^  ^hau  40  days,  though  the  usage  is  other- 
wise now.    The  cause  of  tlieir  summons  was 
declared  to  be,  '<  for  grantin^:  him  a  great  aid 
or  else  he  should  be  for  ever  dishonoured,  and 
bis  lands,  as  well  on  thb  side  as  beyond  the 
sea  in  great  danger,  if  he  should  lose  hi^  allies. 
That  TO  was  in  ms  own  proper  person  oblized 
to  return  to  Brosseb,  and  stay  therct  as  a  plec^y 
antil  the  sum  he  was  engaged  for  was  sil  pmd.  > 
But,  in  case  ho  might  have  a  sulhcient  aid,  aH 
these  mischiefii  w^d  be  prevented,  and  .his 
design,  by  the  help  of  God,  nave  a  good  issue.** 
Wherefore,  at  the  king's  request,  the  pari,  bar- 
ing regard  to  his  declaration,  granted  him  the 
9th  sheaf,  fleece,  and  iamb,  and  the  dtiaeas 
and  burgesses  the  9th  of  all  their  goods  and 
chattels,  according  to  the  true  vsilue,  for  two 
years  next  coming.   They,  also,  iptmted  a  Idtb 
on  all  foreign  merchants  that  did  not  reside  ia 
cities  and  towns ;  likewise  upon  those  peopla 
that  dwelt  in  forests  and  wastes;  and  upon  all 
those  that  lived  by  labouring  at  husbandry ; 
beggars,  cottagers,  and  slaves,  only  excepted : 
upon  condition  that  the  king  would  consent  to 
enact  and  establish,  that  from  thenceforth  no 
custom  should  be  uken  for  one  sack  of  wool 
but  half  a  mark ;  and  of  lead,  tin,  hides,  lea- 
ther, or  wools,  nothing  but  the  ancient  custonu 
Yet,  notfrithfitanding  they  nuide  this  request 
to  the  king,  this  pari,  unanimously  granted 
him,  of  every  sack  of  wool  40  s.  of  9veej  laai 
of  leather  41.  of  every  SCO  of  wool-fells  40  s. 
and  of  every  other  sort  of  merchandize,  to  be 
exported,  according  t6^  their  Wei^t  or  mea- 
sure ;  to  commence  at  Easter  this  year,  being 
the  14th  of  the  kin^s  reign,  to  Whitsuntide  in 
the  year  ensuine.    Prom  which  last  date,  and 
forwards,  the  kmg  granted  that  neither  he  nor 
his  successors  shouhi  desire,  take,  nor  permit 
to  be  taken,  more  than  two  marks  for  custom 
on  a  sack  of  wool,  beloitfhiff  to  the  £iii|ish; 
and  of  skins,  leather,  andother  merchandtiesy 
according  to  aadcnt  costom.    Knyghton,  Afho. 
is  very  exprenive  in  these  taxations,  goes  on 
»r4  writes,  that  a  sack  of  voolooght  to  weigk 
it&  stone,  erery  stone  being  MUv;  uA  that  • 
PngKwhfiMm  or  forei^ie^,  Mm  oat  of 
d  m«o  foreign  parts,  should  Imd  tood 
suflkxent  KCQi^  rar  tli^  paysMiit  of  mit 
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customs^  before  his  ip\ti%  abroad,  viz.  That  he 
should  bring  hack  with  hiin  a  piece  of  silver  or 
gold  plate,  to  the  value  of  two  marks  fbr  each 
sack  of  wool,  and  so  for  othcrineidiundite,  as 
aforesaid,  at  bis  return*  The  same  piece  of 
plate  to  be  carried  to  the  kiitg\s  exclwnge, 
there  to  receive  the  oveq)hi5  of  it  in  coined 
monej.  Fpr  this  extraordinary  grant  to  the 
^rown,  the  king  on  his  parti  jpranted  many 
things  for  the  ease  of  the  public  ;  as  purdoninj; 
offenders  in  forest  laws,  giving  felons  £(oods,  nad 
many  other  matters  as  are  contained  in  a 
charter  made  for  that  purpose. 

£dw.  having  stited  himself  kinc  of  France 
and  altered  his  arms,  his  English  subjects 
thought  themselves  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
'province  to  France,  as  being  the  greater  king- 
dom. The  lords  and  commons  therefore  be- 
sought him,  *  that  they  might  be  bound  to 
obey  him,  onlv  as  king  of  England ;  and  that  this 
nation  should  not  be  put  in  subjection  to  him 
as  k.  of  France.'  The  king  to  give  his  sub^ 
jecfji  entire  satisfaction  in  that  matter,  and  to 
remove  tliat  jealousy,  gave  the  pari,  his  letters 
patents  of  indemnity ;  which  will  be  found  in 
the  Statutes  at  Large,  an.  1340.  There  was 
little  else  material  done  in  tiiis  pari,  except 
tliat  the  marquis  of  .Tulicrs,  who  had  done 
Mw.  great  service  in  France,  was  created  earl 
of  Cambric^e,  with  a  pension  of  1000/.  a 
year. 

In  a  short  time  after  this  pari,  the  king  went 
abroad  again ;  and  whilst  he  lay  at  the  siege 
ef  Toumay,  another  pari,  was  held,  by  commis- 
sion, on  the  7th  of  July,  in  the  same  year,  at 
WestiYi.  The  reasons  o^  their  meeting  being  de- 
clared fey  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  then  chan- 
eellor,  to  be,  *  Istv-  To  consult  what  fnrtlier 
course  was  best  for  the  king  and  his  allies  to 
lAike  against  France.  2ml.  To  provide  for  the 
common  peace,  and  how  to  keep  good  order 
at  home.  3rd.  To  take  care  for  the  defence 
of  the  northern  part».  4th.  For  the  dominion 
at  sea.  5th.  How  to  answer  to  the  king  the 
jml>sidy  last  granted  him.'  On  the  next  day, 
being  Thursday,  the  great  victory  which  the 
king  liad  lately  obtaicied  at  sea  was  openly  de- 
dared  in  park  and  it  was  moved  by  tlic  'chai> 
eellor,  *  that  to  go  on  so  as  to  perfect  these 
happy  beginnings,  he  must  be  further  enabhd 
with  srreat  supplies  of  money :  that  the  king 
desired  their  adnce  how  it'  migiit  be  raised 
with  the  least  grievance  to  the  peoples'  The 
answer  to  this  was  postponed  tili  Saturday";  at 
^hich  time  the  lords  and  commons  granted 
the  king,  as  in  the  last  pari,  tlie  9tli  of  their 
<tom,  Mool>  and  lamb,  and  many  other  useful 
provisoes  were  made  for  answering  the  same. 
The  same  day  caine4.he  eurls  of  Anmdele  and 
Qlocester,  with  vir  Wm.  Tnwsfil,  from  the  king 
with  letters  signed  with  the  privy  seal,  aod  di» 
reeled  to  tlie lords  mod  commons  in  park  as- 
sembled; purporting  his  great  naval  victoiy 
near  the  port  of  Swyne;  vmd  pres&ing  fer  a 
sj»«dyiupplyx)f  money  to  cany  oti^e  war 
this  summer.  In  obedience  to  those  demands, 
t^  fad.  W014  ^]Uxsciiiiiic]7*U|¥3A  ways,  and 


means  to  supply  him ;  and  John  Stratford,  abp* 
of  Canterbury,  llalph  Stratford  bp.  of  London, 
with  other  bps.  abbpts  and  knights,  freely  un- 
dertook, on  their  own  credit,  to  raise  the  king 
00,000  sacks  of  wool.  So  that  fior  every  sack, 
of  the  best  sort,  the  king  should  receive  6/. 
for  other  5,  and  for  the  worst  4  marks ;  besides 
his  custom  of  40s.  on  every  sack;  and  of  all 
this  money  a  speedy  return  to  be  made  to  the 
king.  It^as  stipulaled,  however,  that  the  sub* 
sidy  of  next  year  should  be  employed  for  the 
payment  of  this  loan,  and  this  to  be  couhnned 
by  the  king's  letters  patents.  Mr.  Barnes  has 
given  us  an  account  of  a  lacgo  quantity  of  pro- 
visions, which  were  ordered  for  the  use  of  tli^ 
king's  afmy  by  this  pari.  viz.  2000  qrs.  of  wheats 
500  of  beans  and  pease,  800  fhtcbes  of  bacon^ 
2  tun  weight  of  cheese,  and  100  tuns  of  wine.. 
Two  persons  there  naaned  were  appointed  pur- 
veyors general  of  the  ports  of  Sandwich  and. 
Southampton ;  and  4400/.  were  assigned  out  of 
the  aids  of  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Oxtbrd- 
for  tlie  king's  butler.  The  fui'ther  proceedings 
of  tilts  session  we  shall  give  in  the  words  of 
Mr.  Tyrrel :  **  Then  it  was  further  agi'eed  in 
pari,  that  for  the  speedy  sale  of  this  wool,  and 
turning  it  into  money,  as  also  tlic  9th  fleece 
wliich  had  been  gjiven  in  the  last  pari,  the 
sheriBs  should  be  commanded  to  send  up  from 
ail  cities  and  boroughs  of  their  several  coun-^ 
ties,  certain  merchants,  to  appear  before  tha 
king's  council  at  Westm.  x>n  the  15th  of  Aug. ; 
to  treat  with  them  about  the  buying  the  said 
wool  in  all  counties.  Where  the  abp.  of  Can- 
terbury, with  some  other  bps.  earls,  and  barons 
of  tlie  king's  council,  there  named,  treated  with, 
them,  and  contracted  for  a  greiit  number  of 
sacks  of  wool ;  the  money  to  be  paid  at  Bruges 
witliin  3  weeks  after,  or  upon  the  8th  of  S^t. 
or  else  upon  the  feast  of  st.  Michael  next  en- 
suing at  the  farthest.  The  merchants  of  Bar* 
detoQ  and  Prus&ia  contracted  for  a  great  deal 
of  this  wool,  and  ungsiged  to  pay  the  money  to 
those  o(  Louvain  and  Malines;  and  several 
pai'ticular  persons  are  there  named,  both  Al- 
mum  and  others,  that  Imd  been  retained 
Ijy  king  Edw.  The  lords  of  the  council  sent 
for  divers  pei-sons  to  account  before  them,  and 
ordered  them  to  return  this  money  to  the  king 
beyond  the  sea :  but  what  the  rea"H>n  was  that 
tliesc  n't  urns  were  not  made  to  the  king  ac- 
cordingly, is  hard  to  determine ;  for  somo  of 
our  wntiTs  lay  the  fault  upon  tlie  merchants 
tliat  were  to  return  the  money ;  and  otlier^ 
upon  the  kuavery  or  negligence  of  the  king^s  of- 
ficers, who  having  got  these  wools  into  their 
hands,  did  not  dehver  them^  to  the  merchants 
according  to  agreement. 

Pursuant  to  what  Mr.  Tyrrel  relates,  the 
king,  huding  hinvielf  pinched  for  want  of  rc-mit- 
tanoeSy  and  having  contxacted  great  debts 
abroad,  in  order  to -carry  on  the  war  this  last 
campaign;  he  determined,  within  himself,  to 
t(o  privately  back  into  England  to  And  out  the- 
defaukexs,  and  punish  thm  according  to  their 
deserts.  Accordingly,  he  took  shipping  in  Zea- 
lonft^with  Qnly  tus  queen  and  8  more  person^ 
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of  (laalitj ;  and,  after  riding  out  a  flirioiM  storm, 
which  held  them  for  3  days  together,  he  landed 
safe  at  the  tower,  ahout  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  Nov.  30,  in  the  year  1340.  Upon 
the  king's  entering  the  tower,  he  found  no 
gnard  there  upon  duty,  and  only  his  children 
and  a  few  servants  that  waited  on  them ;  for 
which  he  presently  sent  for  the  constable  and 
oommitted  him  to  close  confinement  in  hi^  own 
prison.  In  the  same  manner  he  served  the 
mayor  of  London,  the  keeper  of  the  great  seal, 
the  losd  chief  justice  of  the  klngVbench,  t{irec 
eleiks  of  the  chancery'  and  one  of  the  exche- 
quer, who  having  all  been  concerned  in  noising 
er  receiving  the  late  subsidies,  soon  found 
lodgings  in  the  same  prison.  The  hps.  of  Chi- 
chester, and  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  the  one 
his  chancellor,  the  other  lord  treasurer,  he 
lamed  out  of  their  offices  and  imprisoned  for  a 
time ;  but  durst  not  detain  them,  for  fear  the 
Clementine  Constitutions,  forbidding  bps.  to  be 
impri^ned,  should  a£fb€t<him.  But  the  great- 
est ecclesiastical  person  he  had  to  deal  with, 
in  this  Bffair,  wns  the  tthp,  of  Canterbury  who 
he  well  knew  was  as  culpable  as  any,  Many 
severe  messages  were  sent  from  the  king  to  the 
prelate,  who  had  retired  to  his  own  palace  at 
Canterbury;  and  some  as  haughty  answers 
were  returned.  At  last  the  king  rcsoKod  to 
kv  the  whole  before  his  pari,  and  to  take  their 
opinions  how  he  ought  to  proceed. 
.  Accordingly,  a  parliament  was  summoned  to 
meet  at  Westm.  Ap.  23, 1341,  the  causes  where- 
of was  declared  .to  be,  *  how  the  king  miiijhcbe 
speedily  supplied  witli  the  grants  given  him 
last  year,  uppn  his  going  over  in  person  against 
his  enemy  Philip  of  Valois,  great  part  of  which 
was  detamed  from  him  by  evil  officors ;  and 
bow  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  might  be  raised 
for  the  king's  present  necessities.'  After  which 
a  deelaratioB  wa;  made  in  the  king's  name, 
*  that  whoever  of  hb  subiccts  AoSd  think 
themselves  hardly  dealt  with,  either  by  lumsclf 
or  any  of  his  cMflicers,  upon  complaint  and 
proof  made  thereof,  should  have  redress. 
To  this  pari,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury  came, 
though  he  had  no  writ  of  summons ;  attended 
with  a  great  company  of  his  clergy  and  many 
knights,  Upon  his  entrance  into  the  house, 
the  high  ^ward  and  chamberlain  met  him, 
who  in  the  king's  name  forbad  hhn  to  enter  the 
parL  until  he  had  undergone  a  trial  in  the  ex- 
chequer, for  divers  things  laid  to  his  charge. 
The  abp.  lest  he  should  move  the  king  too 
much,  vouchsafed  to  go  into  that  court,  and 
there  took  a  copy  of  the  articles,  of  which  his 
accosfttion  consisted,  and  to  these  he  promised 
to  return  an  answer. .  Upon  which  he  was  suf- 
fered by  the  king  to  come  into  pari,  and  there, 
before  the  whole  assembly,  he  declared  the 
cause  of  his  coming  to  be,  <  for  the  honour, 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  church,  for  tlie  pn>4it 
and  commodity  of  the  realm,  and  for  the  in- 
terest and  honour  of  the  kingi  and,  lastly, 
that  .he  might  dear  himself  in  pari,  of  seveml 
crimes  Jaid  to  his  cliarge,  ana  published  all 
over  England  to  his  prejudice.'    Tliia  occa^ 


!  sioned  a  great  debate  amongst  the  lords  ^.i^ 
I  this  quc^tio;i,  *  whctlier  the  nobility  of  tjio 
'  land.  i»houl(l  be  put  to  answer,  except  beforo 
I  thoir  peciS  in  open  pari.  ?*  A  eonunittce  of  1'^ 
!  peers  WHS  up{Miintea  to  draw  up  a  reprci«ntn- 
I  tion  to  his  majesty;  and  they  were,  ulso,  to 
;  enquire  coticerning  the  crimes  laid  to  the 
ubp's  charge,  and  tiiirly  to  represent  how  for 
I  they  thought  hiin  blameable.  Jo>hua  Bajrnea 
is  so  particular  in  the  sequel  of  the  controversy, 
I  betwixt  the  king  and  tlie  prelate,  that  we 
'  cannot  do  better  than  give  it  in  hb  own  words. 
"  Whereupon  arc  named  4  bps.  4  earls,  and 
4  b:iron$,  to  draw  up  the  platform  for  the 
kin*;'s  view.  These  being  also  to  enquire 
conceraini;  the  crimes  laid  against  the  nbp,  and 
to  prepare  them  for  the  king,  among  other 
things  detcnnincd,  that  the  Id.  chan.  the 
lord  treasurer,  and  other  hisrh  otiiccrs  of  state, 
should  be  included  under  the  Qames  of  pt»^rs ; 
and  set  dawn  a  request,  thaVall  conditions  aud 
estates  mijjbt  enjoy  their  proper  and  peculiar 
liberties.  By  that  time  these .  things  were  thus 
forwarded,  the  abp.  came  ni^uin  to  the  pari, 
hut  wiis  forbid  by  the  captuip  of  the  knig's 
puard,  sir  Wm.  .\ttevvood,  to  enter:  where- 
upon he  spake  thus  to  the  peoplo  that  flocked 
:ihout  him.  *  My  friends,  tlie  kiii^  hy  his  writ 
of  summons  hnth  called  me  to  this  purl,  and  1, 
wlio  am  thf»  chief  peer  of  the  reahn,  and  who 
next  the  kinj?  have  the  first  voice  in  pari, 
claiin  the  rights  of  my  church  of  Canterbury, 
and  thcTcforo  require  entrance  into  part' 
TyrrtI  says,  the  abp.  was  not  summoned  to  this 
pari.  But  when  for  all  this  being  kept  out  by 
the  guard,  he  could  not  enter,  he  took  his 
cro.ss  in  his  own  hands,  and  solemnly  protested 
that  he  would  not  stir  from  that  place,  till  th«L 
kins  gave  him  leave  to  come  into  pari,  or  a 
suflicicnt  reason  why  he  should  not :  whifc  be 
stood  there  in  this  manner,  som^  that  were  by, 
began  to  revile  him,  telling  him,  that  he  was  a 
traitor,  and  he  deceived  the  king,  and  betray- 
ed the  realm.  To  whom  the  abn.  suid,  *  the 
curse  of  Ahni<rhty  God,  and  ot  his  blessed 
mother,  and  of  st.  Thomas  and  mijie  also^  be 
upon  the  heads  of  thpm  that  inform  the  king 
so.  Amen.  Amen.'  In  this  hurry  certain  no» 
hlemen  chancing  to  come  out,  he  besou<!ht 
them  to  request  the  kinj;inhi?»  1m  lialf,  and  for 
the  rissht  of  his  church  of  Canterbury;  this 
they  kindly  promised  him  to  do.  And  accord^ 
ingly  by  the  intercession  and  favour  of  the 
lords,  the  kins  gave  leave  for  his  admission  into 
the  house,  where  he  olVcrcd  to  purge  himself 
lawfoUy  in  purl,  of  the  crimes  ob|ected  against 
him  :  but  he  was  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  the  12  peers,  who  had  his  cause  in  hand  at 
that  time.  On  Uie  19th  of  April,  being  Thurs- 
day, the  king  came  into  st.  Edw's.  chamber^ 
commonly  called  the  painted  chamber,  before 
whom,  in  sight  of  the  lords  and  commons,  tha 
abp.  humbled  himself,  and  required  his  gra<; 
cious  pardon ;  which  Upon  the  whole  parl's. 
general  suit  and  entreaty  his  maj.  granted. 
After  which  the  abp.  desired,  cimt  whereas  he 
was  publicly  defamed  Uiruu;^  the  rculm,  he 
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might  now  be  arraigned  in  open  pari,  before 
his  peers :  but  the  King  answered,  he  wotdd 
first  attend  to  the  common  afTain,  and  after 
that  examine  lighter  matters.  However,  a 
little  after,  without  an^  more  accusation,  or 
answer,  the  king  of  his  own  accord  dedar^ 
him  legally  purged  and  excused;  his  maj. 
having  no  mind  to  destroy  so  able  a  minister, 
but  only  to  humble  him  and  break  his  high 
prelatical  obstinacy,  which  for  a  while  seemed 
ready  to  cope  with  the  regal  power." 

The  further  proceedings  of  this  parL  require 
somewhat  more  attention  than  the  former ;  a 
matter  of  great  moment  being  the  conseouence 
thereof.    The  better  to  clear  the  way  before 
us,  we    shall  subjoin    another  extract  from 
Barnes ;  ''  Upoh  occasion  of  the  late  contest 
between  the  Lin^  and  the  prelate,  the  dergy 
of  Enjgland  in  this  pari,  maae  their  requests  to 
the  kmg,  that  the  liberties  of  holy  church  may 
be  kept,  and  the  great  charter  be  newly  pro- 
claimed, and  by  oath  confirmed.    The  king 
answered,  '  that  it  was  his  desire  diat  magna 
char ta  should  be  observed ;  but  that  it  seemed 
to  him  sufficient,  for  either  that,  or  other  their 
liberties,  to  be  exemplified  under  the  great 
eeal;  and  that  more  oaths  were  not  neces- 
sary ;  especially  since  already  too  many  were 
forsworn  throughout  the  land.'    Then  they 
shewed,  how  several  of  the  dergy  were  impn- 
soned  by  the  king's  officers  without  due  pro- 
cess, and  that  therefore  they  may  be  delivered : 
to  which  the  king  answered,  *  that  be  intend- 
ed not  any.  deivyman   should   be  attached 
against  law ;  anii  that  he  would  be  ready  to 
hear,  if  any  was  in  that  manner  imprisoned, 
either  against  magna  charta,  or  the  statute  of 
Northampton.'.  They  complained  further,  that 
sexeral  or  the  king's  officers  had  entered  divers 
religious  houses,  and  having  by  oath  extorted  a 
confession  of  goods  there  deposited,  carried 
them  away.    The  king  answered,  '^  that  he 
would  not  bis  officers  s}K>uld  do  thus :  but  that 
if  laymen  to  defraud  him,  did  conceal  their 
goods  in  such  places,  then  the  privilege  should 
not  avail :  for  so  the  king  is  wronged/'    On 
Saturday  following  the  loras  petitioned,  that 
magna  charta  mi^t  in  all  points  be  observed 
so  as  such  persons,  who  are  neither  appealed, 
ndr  indicteo,  nor  presented  at  the  suit  of  any, 
and  yet  have  their  goods,  lands,  or  possessions 
taken  away,  majr  be  restored  thereto  again. 
**  In  answer  to  this  the  king  granted  for  him  and 
bis  heirs  for  ever,  that  if  any  person  commit 
any  act  contrary  to  the  form  of  magna  charta, 
or  any  other  good  htw,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
answer  it  in  pari,  or  else  where  he  ought  by 
law."      The  foUowin?  are  the   Petitions  of 


the   Commons,   with    their    respective    An- 
swers:— 

**  Commons.  That  the  chanceOor  and  other 
officers  of  state,  there  named  in  the  records, 
may  upon  their  entrance  mto  the  said  offices  be 
mrom  to  observe  the  laws  of  the  l»nd  and 
magna  charta.  King.  The  king  wtlleth  the 
tame.^ — C.  That  every  man,  for  debts  due  to 
the  king's  ancestors,  maj  have  therefore  char^ 


ters  of  pardon,  of  cowse  out  of  the  chancery. 
K.  The  king  granteth.— C.  That  certain  by 
commission  may  hear  the  accounts  of  those 
who  have  received  wools,  monies,  or  other  aid 
ft)r  the  king,  and  tliat  the  same  may  be  enroll- 
ed in  the  chimoery.    K.  It  nleaseui  the  kiog» 
so  as  the  treasurer  and  lord  ctuef  baion  may  M 
joined  in  the  commianon. — C.  That  the  ordi-- 
nance  made  at  Ntwthampton,  *  that  men  of 
evil  life  and  conversation  should  be  attached,* 
may  be  repealed ;  because  on  pretence  thereof 
many  honest  men  have  been  arrested.    K.  The 
king  doth  revoke  it.— C.  That  many  otm«i»- 
sions,  whereby  sundry  men  have  been  fined 
outrageously  by  the  commissioners,  may  be  re- 
voked, and  new  ones  granted  to  others.    K. 
The  king  is  pleased,  that  th^  same  shall  be    ^ 
done  in'the  presence  of  him,  of  the  lords,  aad 
certain  of  tnc  commons.— C.  That  the  chan- 
cellor and  all  other  oftcers,  thwe  named,  may 
be  chosen  in  open  pari,  they  at  the  same  time 
to  be  opcriy  sworn  tjo*  observe  the  laws  afore- 
said,   k.  The  king  yiddeth  only  thus  much, 
tliat  if  any  such  office,  by  the  death  or  x>ther 
fkilure  of  the  incumbent  become  void,  the 
choice  to  remain  solely  in  the  Vvaz ;  he  taking 
therein  the  assent  of  his  comacfl :    but  that 
every  such  officer  shall  be  sworn  at  the  next 
pari,  accoiding  to  the  petition;  and  that  every 
pari,  foltowine,  the  king  shall  resunw  into  hm 
hands  all  such  offices;  io  as  the  said  officers 
^all  be  left  liable  to  answer  all  objections. 
Hereupon  at  the  request  of  the  wliole  3  estatee 
made  onto  the  king,  these  artides  were  de- 
dared  Statutes,  as  on  the  back  of  the  roll  dotb 
appear :  which,  with  the  conditions,  were  af- 
terward read  before  the  king,  his  officero^  being 
present,  all  which  officers  w^re  sworn  on  the 
cross  of  Canterbury  to  perform  the  same ;  only 
the  chancellor,  treasurer,  and  certain  of  the 
justices  refused  the  said  oath,  as  being  repug- 
nant to  their  former  oatli  and  the  laws  ot  the 
realm.    However  for  that  time  the  statutes 
and  conditions  aforesaid,  together  with   the 
commissiont  tp  enquire  after  oppressions,  were 
exemplified  under  the  great  seal,  and  delivered 
to  the  lords  and  commons." 

This  extraordinary  concession  from  the  crown 
being  thus  ratified  and  passed  into  a  Statute, 
the  king  soon  after  sougnt  to  revoke,  by  a  me- 
thod more  extraordinary  than  the  grant;  and 
which  was  a  stretch  of  the  royal  prerogative 
greater  than  we  have  yet  met  with,  since  the 
three  estates  of  the  realm  were  established. 
For,  Portly  afker,  the  king,  by  advice  ot*  his 
council,  only,  and  without  any  pari.,  did  abro- 
gate what  hfe  before  wa?,  as  he  says,  £[>roed 
into,  and  had  sufiered  to  pass  into  a  law.  This 
was  done  by  spedal  writs,  directed  to  all  the 
peers,  and  to  dl  the  sheridft  in  England,  com- 
manding the  latter  to  prodaim  it  throughout 
their  several  divisions.  The  writ  to  the  sheriff 
of  liocoln^iire  is  still  extant  in  the  Public  Acts, 
and  in  the  Statutes  at  Large.  The  whole  writ 
is  translated  by  Barnes,  for  the  rarity  of  it,  as 
he  says ;  but  dr.  Brady  has  given  us  a  trarisla- 
tion  of  anothn-,  directed  to  the  abp.  of  Caiv 
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curious  than  the  former.    It  is  as  foUowt : 

^  The  klDS  to  the  ▼eiiena)le  £tther  in  Christ, 
John  abp.  of  Canterboryy  primate  of  all  Eng- 
land^ greeting; — ^*  Whmas  some  time  sinca 
in  our  pari  at  Westm.  assembled  in  the  quin- 
deiie  of  Easter  last  past,  there  were  certain 
petitions  made,  expressly  contrary  to  the  laws 
and  customs  of  England,  and  not  only  very 
prejttdictal,  but  feproachiul  also  to  oar  royal 
digmtjr;  whi<^,  if  we  had  not  permitted  to 
h^e  been  drawn  into  a  statute,  w  said  parL 
had  been  without  success,  and  dissolved  in  dis* 
coni,and  so  our  wars  with  France  and  Scot- 
land, which  we  principally  undertoold  by  yoor 
advice,  had  very  likely  been  (which  God  for- 
bid) in  ruin :  and  we,  to  avoul  such  dancers, 
pesmittiK  protestations  of  revoking  those 
things,  when  we  could  conveniently^  3uX  had 
ao  been  extorted  from  m  against  our  will,  y^ 
permitted  tbem  to  be  sealed  with  our  seal  at 
that  time:  and  afterward  by  the  advice  aoMi as- 
sent of  the  earls,  barons,  and  other  wise  men, 
§ot  lawful  canses,  because  our  consent  was 
wanting''  [or  as  it  is  in  the  rovocation,  directed 
to  tbe  s^riff  of  Lincoln,  ^  BecM»e  we  never 
consented  to  the  making  of  the  statute;  but  a» 
tfaen.it  behoved  us,  we  dissembled  in. the  piie- 
miases,  &c.']  ^  we  have  declared  it  will,  and 
ihat  it  oi^t  not  to  have  the  name  and  fivce 
^  a  statute.  And  we  understand,  yon  have 
commanded  a  provindal  oounctl  to  meet  at 
Loadoa^  on  the  morrow  of  st.  Luke  next  com- 
ing; in  whidi  you  intend  to  excite  the  bps.  of 
your  province  a^^ainst  us,  and  to  ordain  and 
declare  some  things  prejudicial  to  us,  about 
confiffmiag  the  said  pretended  statute,  and  for 
the  enervation,  depression,  and  dhninution  of 
our  royid  jurisdiction,  rigto  and  prerogatives, 
for  the  preservation  whejneof  we  are  bmmd  by 
oath;  also  concerning  the  process  depending 
between  us  and  you  for  certam  natters  charged 
upon  you  by  us;  and  that  you  intend  to 
'  proam^  grievous  censures  concerning  these 
things :  we  willing  to  prevent  so  great  mischief, 
do  strictly  forbid,  that  in  that  council  you  dare 
to  propound,  or  any  ways  attempt,  or  cause  to 
be  attempted  any  thing  in  dero^ition,  or  d>* 
minotion  of  our  royal  dignity^  power,  or  rigfa^ 
of  the  crown^  or  of  the  laws  and  customs  of 
aur  kiiu^om,  or  in  prejudice  of  the  process 
afiwesaid,  or  in  conlirmation  of  the  pretended 
statute,  or  otherwise  in  contumely  of  our  name 
and  honour,  or  to  the  grievance  or  disadvan- 
tage of  our  counsellors  or  servants;  know  ye, 
mx,  if  ye  do  these  things,  we  will  proaecute 
ywky  as  our  enemj^  and  violator  of  our  rights, 
with  as  much  severity  as  lawfully  we  may.  Wit- 
ness the  king  at  VVet»tm.  the  1st  day  of  Oct." 

On  the  S3d  of  AprU  1343,  Edw.  summoned 
a  parL  to  meet  at  Westm.  The  causes  for 
so  doing  expressed  in  the  writ  itself,  <  being  to 
treat  and  advise  with  his  great  men  what  was 
best  to  be  done  in  his  present  afSairs;  particu- 
kriy,  concerning  the  truce  lately  made  with 
bis  enemy  of  France,  and  about  the  good 
govt,  and  safoty  of  his  rcaUm  and  p^ple.' 


The  pari.  baAg  met,  the  ford  chanc.  sent  for  ^ir 
Bartn.  Burghersh  to  come  into  the  house ;  who; 
having  been  with  the  king  at  the  making  of 
thf  late  trace,  was  to  declare  what  he  knew 
concerning  it.  Whereupon  the  knight  spoke, 
to  this  purport, '  That  after  the  kine  had  begun 
the  war  with  France,  by  assent  oi  the  prelates, 
great  men,  and*  commons,  to  obtain  his  rights 
and  inheritance  there,  he  had  divers  times 
passed  the  sea  with  his  army,  and  after  his  last 
going  over,  had  taken  several  towns,  castles, 
and  torts  in  Bretagne;  but  tliat  whilst  he  la/' 
at  the  si^e  of  Vaimes,  he  was  desired  by  the 
pope,  for  the  honour  of  God  and  holy  church, 
to  accept  of  the  mediation  of  two  cardinals 
whom  he  should  send  to  him,  to  mediate  a 
trace,  until  a  peace  could  be  treated  of:  and 
then  condttdea,  that  the  king,  perceiving  the 
truce  to  be  honourable,  and  advantageous  (oi 
him  and  his  idiies,  assented  to  it:  that,  during 
the  continuance  thereof,  a  treaty  of  peace 
might  be  had|.  before  the  pope,  as  a  mediator 
and  firiend,  but  not  as  a  judge;  which  peace, 
if  good  and  honourable,  tbe  king  would  ac- 
cept of;  if  not,  be  would  pumne  his  quarrel, 
And  sir  Earth,  fortbev  said,  that  because  th« 
'  war  was  begun  by  the  coBonon  advice  of  tbepr^* 
lates,  great  men,  and  commons,  the  king  would 
not  treat  of,  or  nmke  peace  without  the  like 
assent.'  Wherefore  the  prelates  and  great  mea 
were  charged  to  assemble  on  the  1st  of  May, 
to  treat,  wivise,  and  agree  among  themselves, 
whether  the  king  ought  to  send  any  envoys  to 
the  court  ^  Rcmie,  to  prcnwund  his  right  be« 
fore  the  pope,  or  not^  ana  in  the  same  manJ 
ner,  tbe  kuKhu  of  counties,  and  commons^ 
were chai^dto  assemble ia  the  Painted  Cham* 
her,  to  treat,  and  advise  in  like  manner,  and 
to  report  their  answer  and  agreement,  in  ibl) 
pari,  at  the  satee  time.  On  the  day  appointed^ 
the  prelates  and  great  men  answered,  theif 
advice  was,  ^<  That  the  truce  was  honourable, 
and  advantageoos  to  tlie  king  and  all  his 
friends ;  and  that  every  christian  ousht  to  wish^ 
that  the  war,  which  was  so  great  and  hurtfoi  to 
all  christians,  might  80<m  end  in  a  peace:  ' 
wherefore  tl^  ag^ed  to  the  truce;  and  that 
the  king  should  send  messengers  to  Rome,  to 
lay  before  the  pope,  as  a  mediator  and  fncnd, 
(but  not  as  a  judge)  liis  rights  and  demands,  in 
order  to  a  treaty  of  peace,  according  to  the 
fonn  of  the  truce.  And  then  the  knights  of 
counties  came  in,  and  tiie  commons,  and  an^ 
swered  b)r  sir  Wm,  Trussel,  in  the  white  cham- 
ber, who  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  prelates, 
and  great  men,  proposed  on  behalf  of  the 
knights  and  commons,  that  they  ^crc  fofiy 
agreed,  the  truce  should  be  kept,  to  tlie  end  a 
good  and  hon.  peace  might  be  made :  and  fiir- 
ther,  the  said  commons  prayed  the  king,  to 
send  express  envo]^,  or  messeugers,  to  treat  of 
peace,  as  abovesaid;  and  in  case  he  could  have 
an  hon.  and  advantageous  peace  for  himseh 
and  his  friends,  that  he  would  accept  oi  it: 
but  if  not,  the  said  commons  declared,  tlmt 
they  would  aid  and  assist  him,  and  mainuun 
his  quarrel  with  ail  their  po%rer." 
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In  thit  BtfL  the  kin^  cretftcd  Ins  cideat  ton 
prince  of  Wnkt,  mvesringhiin  with  frcoronet,  a 
fpid  ring  and  a  tdiver  tod.  He  also  gave  hun 
aevcmi  more  itmds  and  revenues  than  he  en* 
joyed  before,  the  better  to  support  this  new 
dignity. — It  was  here  also  enacted,  that  the 
ikatute  made  at  Westm.  the  15th  of  this  king, 
and  which  the  king  had  soon  after  revoked,  as 
bas  been  mentioned,  shouki  accordingly  be  ut* 
terly  repealed  and  lose  the  name  of  a  statute, 
as  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  king^s  prcroga^ 
tive.'  But,  since  the  articles  there  made  were 
thoueht  reasonable,  it  was  enacted  that  such 
articles,  with  some  others  agreed  on  in  this 
pari,  should,  by  the  advice  of  the  judges^  be 
made  into  a  statute. 

'*  In  this  pari  (says  Joshua  Barnes)  it  is  re- 
corded, that  the  commons  of  England  made 
gjpuat  complaint  of  the  provisions  and  reserva- 
tkxas  cooung  from  the  court  of  Rome;  whereby 
the  pope  took  up.  beforehand  the  future  va- 
cancies of  ecde^astk^  dignities  for  aliens,  and 
such  as  had  nothing  to  do-  within  tiiis  reabn« 
They  teraonstrated  to  cba,  king  the  maaUbld 
inconveniences  ensuing  thereby ;  as  the  decay 
•1'  hospitality,  the  transjporting  of  the  treasui^ 
of  the  realm  to  the  mamtenanoe.of  the  king's 
mortal  enemies;  the  discovering  of  the  secrets 
of  the  kingd<mi,  and  the  utter  discouraging, 
disablina,  and  impovenshing  of  scholar,  mo- 
tives of  the  lano.  Amcng  other  instances, 
they  also  shewed  how  the  pope  had  secretly 
granted  unto  two  new  cardinals  sundry  livings 
within  the  realm  of  England,  and  particularly 
^  to  the  cardinal  of  Perigort  above  10,000  marks, 
yearly  coUeotions.  Whereupon  they  humbly 
require  the  king  and  his  kwds  to  find  a  remedy 
for  these  intolerahle  encroachments ;  for  that 
they  neither  could  nor  would  any  longer  bear 
these  heavy  oppressions;  or  else  they  desired, 
that  his  maj.  and  the  lords  would  help  them 
forcibly  to  expel  the  pi^al  power  out  of  the 
realm,  llie  kmg  in  consideration  of  the  pre- 
mises, willcth,  Uiat  the  lords  and  commons 
among  themselves,  consult  of  die  most  decent 
and  fitting  way,  promising  his  consent  to  any 
reasonable  remeay*  Hereupon  the  king,  lords, 
and  commons  presently  sent  for  an  act  made 
at  Carlisle  in  the  35th  of  Edw.  I.  upon  the  like 
complaint;  which  utterly  forbad  to  bring,  or 
attempt  to  bring  any  thing  into  his  r^Alm, 
which  should  tend  to  the  diuiinutian  of  the 
king's  prerogative,  or  the  prejudice  of  his  lords 
and  commotis.  And  so  at  this  time  the  famous 
Act  of  Provision  was  nmdc,  prohibiting  the 
bringing  in  of  any  Bull,  or  the  like  trinkets 
fi*om  the  court  of  liome,  or  tlie  using,  allow- 
ing, or  enjoying  of  any  such  bull,  process,  or 
any  other  instrument  obtained  from  thence,  as 
there  at  large  doth  appear.  This  act,  however, 
as  one  observes,  could  not  be  agreed  to  by  the 
bps.  and  the  rest  of  the  clergy,  but  they  ra- 
ther seemed  resolved  to  protest  aeainst  it,  till 
the  king  peremptorily  commanded  them  to 
surcease  such  presumption^  However  the  lords 
temporal  only,  and  the  commons  by  thcm- 
ruivt:.Sy   wrote   a  letter   to   hhi  lioluiss.'^,   the 


putt^mt  whereof  felloweth,  fifom  the  original 
French." 

"  To  tlie  most  holy  father  in  God,  the  lord 
Clement,  by  Divine  Providence,  of  the  hbl^ 
Roman  and  catholic  church  the  chief  bp. ;  lus 
bamble  and  devout  chikiren  the  princes,  dukes, 
earis,  barons,  kn^j^,  citizens,  burge^bes,  and 
all  the  commonalty  of  the  realm  of  En(;land, 
assembled  in  pari,  at  Westm.  devoutly  kias  hia 
holy  feet:-^The  pioos  discretmn,  pudencc, 
and  equity,  which  seem,  and  ought,  mdeed,  to 
be  in  you,  most  holy  fiither,  who  are  so  holy 
and  so  high  a  prelate,  head  of  the  holy  church, 
by  whom  the  catholic  church  and  people  of 
God  should,  as  by  the  sun-beams  be  enlighle»- 
ed,  do  give  us  good  hope,  that  the  just  peti- 
tions hereunder  by  us  oeclored,  to  the  honour 
of  Jesus  Christ,  of  his  holy  church  and  of  your 
holiness  also,  shall  be  of  you  graciously  con- 
sidered, and  that  all  errors  and  injustice  shall 
be  quit^  removed;    instead  whereof  finittfiil 
amendment  and  necessary  remedies,  through 
the  grace  of  the  holy  spirit,  which  you  in  so 
eminent  a  degree  have  received,  may  be  by 
you  graciously  ordained  and  applied.    Where- 
fore, most  holyfether,  after  great  deliberation, 
we  all  with  one  assent  come  unto  your  hoh- 
ness,  shewing  axid  declariag,  that  the  most 
noMe  kings  of  England,  progenitors  to  Jiis  maj, 
that  now  IS,  as  also  our  ancestore  and  ourselvea 
toov  according  to  the  grace  of  the  holy  ^st  to. 
them  and  tto  us  given,  ev€»7  one  of  lus  own 
devotion  have  established,  fiiundcd,  and  en- 
dowed withm  the  realm  of  England,  cathedrala 
and  other  cburchca,  colleges,  abbeys,  priories, 
and  divers  other  religious  houses:  and  to  the 
prelates  and  e^ovemors  of  the  same  have  given 
and  granted  lands,  possessions,  patrimonies, 
franchises,  advowsons,  and  patronages  of  dig- 
nities, revenues,  offices,  churches,  with  many 
and  divers  other  advantages  and  emolmncntst 
wfaerebyriie  service  of  God  and  the  faith  of 
Christ  might  be  honoured  and  liad  in  reverence ; 
hospitals  and  alms-houses,  with  all  other  edi- 
fices, charchos,  and  colleges,  miglit  be  honestly 
kepi  and  maintained,  and  devout  prayers  in 
the  aame  places  made  for  the  souls  of  the 
fcmnders;  and  the  poor  also  of  the  several 
parishes  conveniently  aided  and  nourished  *.  of 
all  which  such  only  were  to  huve  the  cure, 
who  were  able  to  take  confessious,  and  were 
otherwise  meet  in  th^ir  own  mother  tongue  of 
En^and  effectually  to  teach  and  inform  their 
flodc.    And  forasmuch,  most  holy  lather,  as 
you  cannot  well  attain  the  knowledge  of  divers 
such  errors  and  abuses,  as  are  crept  in  among 
us ;  nor  yet  be  able  to  understand  the  condi- 
tions and  customs  of  places,  being  yourself  so 
far  distant,  unless  your  holiness  be  of  others 
duly  informed  and  instructed:  we  therefore 
having  foil  and  perfect  notice  and  inteUigenco 
of  all  the  errors  and  abuses  of  the  said  places 
within  ^e  said  realm,  have  thought  fit  to  sig- 
nify the  same  unto  your  holiness,  namely,  that 
,  divers  reservations,  provisions,  and  coUations 
]  by  your  apostolic  predecessors  of  tlie  church  of 
'  Rq^y  and  by  you  also  in  your  time,  most  holy 
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fiiuher,  have  been  fftaUed^  and  now  more  iUen 
gallv  than  heretofore,  xinto  divers  persons,  as 
well  suangers  and  of  other  nations,  as  onto 
some  who  are  our  |»rofes8ed  enemies,  and  who 
have  little  or  no  understanding  at  all  of  our 
language,  and  of  the  conditions  and  customs  of 
tho:>e  of  whom  they  have  the  government  and 
cure :  whereby  a  great  number  of  souls  are  in 
peril,  -o^my  of  the  parisliioners  in  danger,  the 
service  of  God  neglected,  tlie  alms  and  devo- 
tion of  all  men  diminished,  the  hospitals 
brought  to  decay,  the  churches  with  their 
uppurtcuances  ruined  and  dilapidated  4  cha- 
ncy wdxcth  cold,  the  good  and  honest  fmtives 
of  our  own  country  unadvauced,  the  charge 
and  cure  of  souls  unregarded,  the  pious  zeal  of 
tite  people  restrained,  many  poor  scholars  of 
our  own  unpreferred,  and  the  treasure  of 
the  realm  exported,  against  tlte  mind  and  iiH 
tention  of  the  founders.  All  which  errors, 
abuses,  and  shuiders,  most  holy  £ftther,  we 
neither  can  nor  ought  any  lons^r  to  sutler  or 
endure:  wherefore  we  most  humbly  require 
your  hohncss,  that  the  slanders,  abuses,  and 
erroi:!,  which  we  have  declared  unto  you,  may 
of  your  own  greiit  prudence  be  tlioroughly  con- 
sidered ;  and  that  it  may  please  you,  that  such 
resen'atious,  provisions,  and  collations  may  be 
utterly  repc^ed ;  that  the  sume  ti'om  henoe- 
fbrth  be  no  uiore  used  among  us ;  and  that 
such  order  and  remedy  be  forthwith  taken 
thereiji,  that  the  said  benciices,  edifices,  o^ 
fices  and  rights,  witli  their  appurtenances,  may 
by  our  countrymen  to  the  honour  of  God  be 
supplied,  occupied  and  governed.  And  that 
it  may  further,  ple^^e  your  hohnese,  by  your 
letters  to  si^uify  unto  us  without  delay,  or  fur- 
ther protnurting  of  time,  what  yoar  pleasure  is 
touching  tliis  lanful  request  and  demand;  that 
wc  may  diligently  do  our  duty  herein  for  the 
remedy,  correction,  and  amendment  of  the 
enormities  above  specified.  In  witness  whereof 
imto  these  Icttei-s  patents  we  have  set  our 
hands  and  seals.  Given  in  full  parL  at  Westm. 
the  18th  of  May,  1345." 

Mr.  Barnes  proceeds  and  tells  us  what  re- 
ception this  extraordinary  letter  met  with  from 
the  pope,  wliich  was  delivered  to  him  by  ^ 
John  Shoreditcli,  sent  on  purpose  to  Avignon. 
He  gives  us  alM)  the  answer  the  holy  &ther  re- 
turned to  king  £dw^  about  it;  as,  also,  .the 
king's  reply  to  the  pope ;  wliich  last,  that  au- 
thor calls  ''  41  most  famous  epistle,  m  defence 
of  the  church  of  England,  against  papal  en- 
croachmc'uts ;  which  was  of  sucli  force,  tliat 
neither  tiie^ope  nor  his  cardinals,  could  tell 
how  to  auswcr,  and  they  were  obliged  to  com- 
ply with  the  tcrtns  of  it  for  that  time." 

On  tlic  7th  of  June,  1344,  the  king  called  a 
park,  to  meet  at  Westm.  The  next  day  ai^ 
their  meeting,  the  names  of  the  lords  wece  Mad 
over  and  examined  belbre  tlie  king  in  pari,  to 
see  who  appeared  and  who  failed,  and  the 
names  ^f  Such  as  did  not  come  ytere  given  to 
the  king  in  writing.  On  the  Thursday  alter, 
the  lord  chan.  in  fuU  pari,  the  king  and  the 
>oang  prince  of  Wales  being  present^  declared 


tha  cause  of  this  sttmmoBt  to  be,  *  concerning  j 
the  late  tnioe  wiih  Fraace,  and  the  breach  of  / 
it  by  the  French  kinc,  of  which  he  gave  7  par*  / 
ticttlar  instances.  He  desired  the  3  estates  qf  / 
the  retdm  to  consider  of  those  things,  and  tbsA  i 
they  would  give  him  sucli  advice  and  assise^  > 
anoe  as  was  necessary  for  the  savins  of  his  and 
their  own  rights  and  honours.'  I'he  whole 
assembly  prated  that  they  might  have  time  to 
deliberate  ot  these  matters  5ll  the  Monday 
next;  and  upon  another  petition  they  were 
agmn  respited  to  the  Wednesday  following. 
(M  that  day  a  select  committee  of  the  whole 
body,  consisting  of  the  abp.  and  10  bps.  5  ab- 
bots, 2  priors,  8  earis,  and  6  barons,  being  all 
named  m  the  record,  with  the  commons  ot  the 
realm,  waited  on  the  king  in  the  white  cham- 
ber at  Westm.  and  declared  m  his  presence, 
*  that  having  repaid  to  the  great  mischief  and 
dai^rs  that  might  ttffoct  his  mi^.  and  all  his 
siid>jectB  and  allies,  if  the  malice  of  his  adver- 
sary was  not  stopped;  and  considering  the 
heavy  charges  which  the  lofds  and  commons  of 
Enghind  had  been  at,  and  suffered,  by  reas<m 
of  the  war  contmniag  so  long,  by  false  truces 
of  suflerances;  and  seeing  that  an  end  of  the 
war,  or  an  honourable  peace,  was  not  to  be 
obtained  without  great  power  and  force,  they 
therefore  pray  the  king,  with  one  accord,  and 
every  particolar  peer  by  himself,  that  he  would 
make  a  speedy  end  of  this  war,  eitlier  bv. 
battle,  or  a  proper  peace,  if  such  might  be  had. 
And  that  when  the  king  should  be  ready  to 
cross  the  seas,  to  take  what  God  should  allot 
him,  upon  the  issue  of  this  aff^,  he  should 
not  for  the  letters  or  command  of  tlie  pope,  or 
any  other,  lay  aside  his  voyage,  until  he  had 
made  an  end  one  way  or  another/  To  all 
which  prayer  the  king  readily  assented.  But 
the  pari,  nghdy  judging  that  this  could  not 
be  brought  about  witlmut  a  large  and  sudicieut 
aid,  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy,  for  tlie  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  by  their  prelates  and 
proctors,  taxed  themselves  in  a  triennial  10th. 
The  commons  granted  the  king,  for  the  same 
cause,  two  lath's  of  the  commomdty  of  the 
land,  and  two  10di*s  of  the  cities  and  boroughs. 
Soon  after  the  commons  gave  another  15th. 
The  lay-lords  granted  to  pass  over  seas,  and 
adventure  themselves  with  the  king,  and  are 
therefore  not  found  upon  the  rolls  as  taxed. 

k  was  nearly  two  years,  from  the  date  of  • 
the  last  meeting,  before  we  fold  another  pari, 
all  which  time  was  taken  up  by  battles,  sieges, 
and  other  esarti^  exploits,  performed  by  this 
warlike  king,  in  person,  or  his  generals,  during 
the  course  of  these  French  wars,  with  variooa 
suecoss.  In  the  spring  of  1346,  £dw«  being 
iaformcd  that  the  dake  of  Normandy  had  in<* 
yaded  Guienne,  and  diivien  the  earl  of  Lan-> 
caster,  his  heut.  in  those  parts,  to  great  d)s« 
tress;  he  resolved  to  t,o  over  in  person  to  re* 
lieve  him,  and  s^ve  his  territories  on  that  sida 
from  utter  ruin.  But  before  he  embarked  the 
king  thooglit  necessary  to  settle  and  reform 
what  was  amiss  in  his  own  kingdom.  To  that 
end  iie  called,  says  Barnes,  hi^  liigh  court  ol 
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pari,  to  meet  mt  Westm.  in  the  Lent  season  ' 
this  year.  It  was  herfhowerery  that  the  kitDt; 
Iby  their  advice  thought  fit  to  take  into  his 
ovrn  hands  aU  the  proifits,  revenues  and  eni»- 
konents,  which  the  cardinals  of  the  Fi'encb  , 
«  liMitioa  and  other  foreign  clergymen  held 
within  the  reahn.  Here,  also,  it  was  ordain- 
ed, *  that  all  the  king's  justices,  throughout 
his  dominions,  should  renounce  and  utterly 
Ibrbear  taking  any  pensions,  fees,  or  any  sort 
of  gratuities,  which  before  they  used  to  r&> 
ceive,  as  well  from  lords  temporal  and  spiri- 
caal  as  others,  that  so  their  hknds  being  free 
firom  corruption,  justice  might  be  more  impar* 
tially  and  uprightly  administered.'  Some 
complaints  having  been  made  to  the  king  and 
pari,  against  the  purveyors  of  victuals  tor  his 
nouDhold,  who,  under  colour  of  their  commis- 
sions, had  abused  the  same,  taking  up  with- 
out readir-money  all  manner  of  provii>ions,  or 
ever  paying  for  them ;  he  caused  a  strict  en- 
quiry to  be  made  of  this  matter,  and  some  of 
the  most  notorious  offenders  were  hanged,  and 
others  condemned  to  pay  great  iiaes^  whereby 
that  grievance  was  redressed,  and  the  rest  of 
the  lung's  officers  were  made,  at  least,  more 
%ary,  if  not  more  honest,  for  the  future.  See 
Hollingshead's  Chron.  ftom  Adam  Myrimuth, 
p.  859. 

Having  provided  thus  for  the  settlement  of 
justice  dunug  his  absence,  and  left  the  regency 
to  his  Snd  son  prince  Lionel,  appointing  the 
abp.  of  Canterbury  and  others  of  (us  council  to 
assist  him,  he  took  leave  of  his  queen,  and,  ac- 
companied by  his  son  the  prince  of  Wales,  to- 
gether with  most  of  the  chief  earls  and  barons 
ii  En^and,  besides  many  knights  and  gentle- 
men, who  were  bound  by  their  tenures  to  at- 
tend him,  wtmt  to  Southampton ;  where  mus- 
tering up  all  his  oflBcers,  he  made  a  short  speech 
to  them,  which  was  afterwards  communicated 
to  tlie  whole  army,  to  this  purport,  '  he  set 
forth  his  title  to  the  crown  ot  France,  and  the 
justice  of  his  arms,  desiring  them  upon  their 
landing  to  behave  themselves  like  men ;  and 
that  since  he  reived  to  send  back  his  fleet  as 
soon  as  he  arrived  in  Fraoce,  if  amr  man's 
heart  foiled  him,  he  might  Stay  in  £!ngland.' 
To  which  they  all  answered  with  one  consent, 
^  that  they  were  all  ready  to  follow  him,  even 
to  deatl)  itsell' 

During  the  absence  of  Edw.  a  pari,  was 

\      called  to  meet  at  Westm.  on  the  third  day  of 

the  new  year,  1347.    It  was  opened  with  the 

i     ttsual  formalities  at  that  time.   A  time  was  ap- 

Eointed  for  all  such  as  had  any  petitions  to  ex- 
ibit ;  the  receivers  (Uso,  and  tryers  were  con« 
s^tuted  to  consider  the  contents  of  them,  re-^ 
forring  to  England,  Ireland,  Wales,  Scotland, 
Gascuigny  and  other  foreign  countries  and 
islands.  Sir  Thos.  Drayton  was  appointed 
derk  to  this  pari. ;  but,  because  several  of  the 
ferds  and  commons  were  not  yet  come  up, 
they  adjourned  to  the  day  foUowrog*  At  which 
time  the  house  being  forther  informed  that  sir 
Barth.  Burghersh,  sir  John  Darcy,  lord  cham* 
Ud^  Mr.  J.  Thoresby  aiid.Mr,  JohnCbarie- 


ton,  were  antred,  as  menengers  from  the  kinc 
then  lying  before  Calais,  and  since  they  could 
not  be  rcAdy  to  make  their  appearance  before 
the  Wednoday  next,    the  nouse  adjourned  . 

r'tt  to  that  dicj.  The  day  beii^  come,  a  de- 
fttion  was  made  in  open  pari,  that  the  rea«» 
sons  of  their  present  meeting,  were,  ^  because 
the  king,  since  hu  passing  the  sea,  and  his  at- 
tempts in  France,  vras  now  micertain  of  his 
condition ;  and  that  according  to  the  issue  or 
exigence  of  afiairs  abroad,  matters  mi^t  be 
concerted  at  home,  for  the  safoty  of  his  maj. 
and  the  common  peace  and  wealth  of  his  king- 
dom ;  winch  last  was  visibly  damnified  by  the 
sufierance  of  false  money  to  go  current  in  it.' 
Then  was  produo^d  the  kin^  letters  patents^ 
as  credentials,  m  which  the  aforesaid  declara- 
tion was,  verbatim,  expressed,  dated  at  the 
siege  of  Calais;  which  beiiu^  read  in  open 
pari,  sir  Barth.  Burcbersh;  tor,  and  in  the 
name  of  hhnself  and  Uie  rest  of  his  coUeaguesy 
in  the  presence  of  the  regent  and  the  Uuree 
estates  of  the  kin^om,  declared  the  good  suc- 
cess of  the  king  smce  his  arrival  at  La  Hogne 
in  Normandy,  as  in  surprising  and  taking  mBhy 
towns  and  cakles  of  war,  as  weU  at  Caen,  as 
elsewhere,  and  also  of  the-  great  victory  ob- 
tained at  Cressy,  where  the  whole  power  of 
France  was  discomfited;  and  how  the  king 
was  now  come  before  Calais,  from  whence  he 
intended  not  to  depart,  till,  by  the  help  of  Grod, 
he  had  vron  the  same ;  after  which  he  intend- 
ed to  pursue  the  enemy  without  return,  till 
the  war  should  be  fully  ended.  Tins  done,  he 
produced  the  copy  of  an  order,  made  by  the 
K.  of  France,  in  reference  to  his  son  the  duke 
of  Normandy,  and  others,  nobles  of  that  coun- 
try; which  was  particulariy  recited,  being 
called  the  Ordinance  of  Normandy,  and  was 
to  tliis  effect ;  <  that  the  duke  of  Normandy 
should  pass  as  chief,  with  other  nobles  of  that 
province,  into  England,  with  40,000  men  of 
arms,  knights,  esquires,  and  persons  of  good 
estate,  and  40,000  footmen,  methods  being 
there  prescribed  for  keeping  the  sea ;  and  an 
order  aUo  added,  that  die  said  duke  should  re- 
main in  England  with  die  said  forces,  Ibr  the 
nmce  often  weeks.  And  in  case  the  realm  of 
itngland  should  in  this  expedition  be  con- 
quered, that  then  the  conquest  should  solely 
be  to  the  name,  honour,  and  advantage  of  the 
said  dukcy  and  all  whatsoever  the  k.  of  Eng- 
land at  tlmt  time  had  there,  should  remain  en* 
tirely  to  the  sakl  duke,  and  the  knishts  and 
lords  with  him.  That  all  diat  which  belon<^ 
to  the  nobles,  and  secular  persons  of  England^ 
shoidd  be  bestowed  on  the  churches,  and  fo- 
mous  towns  in  Normandy,  only  of  the  rete« 
nues  of  the  churdi  of  ^igknd,  the  French 
king  shall  receive  yeariy  80,0001.  st.  saving  the 
rights  of  his  holiness.  And  that  hereupon  sur* 
render  be  made  unto  the  Scots,  of  whatsover 
hath  at  any  time  been  taken  firom  them, 
and  annexed  unto  the  crown  of  England.''-— 
This  being  read,  the  said  messengers  required 
to  know,  what  aid  they  diought  fit  to  jgrant  th^ 
king,  towards  th«  furthtnttce  of  bn  tntw* 
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friseSy  md  the  ddencc  of  tbe  realm :  in  eo- 
•wer  to  which,  the  cocnmons,  bavins;  desired 
fespiee  for  their  wiswer,  tiU  the  Thursday  next 
en^iing,  declared  on  the  said  Thursday,  hy  a 
fiheChde  at  large,  the  sundry,  particular,  ion- 
mer  aids,  the  imposition  of  408.  cnstoin  of 
wool,  extorted  of  toem  against  law,  besides  the 
wraying  of  men,  and  common  taking  of  pui^ 
Yeyon:  notwithstanding  which,  they  freely 
granted  the  king  two  ISihs  in  two  years,  so 
as  that,  it*  within  two  years  the  wars  slu>u]d 
cease,  then  the  latter  15th  to  cease  also. 

Aiber  this  follow  tbe  Petitions  of  tbe  Com- 
mons with  tl»eir  Answers,  made  by  prince  Lio- 
nel, by  commission  from  the  king,  in  the  king's 
name  in  manner  following,  vis. — Pet.  That  alU 
acts  of  pad.  not  repealed,  may  be  fully  and 
entirely  observed;  so  m  there  pass  forth  no 
oommis^ns  of  array.  Ans.  The  first  point 
tbe  kinggrants;  of  tbe  rest  be  wiU  be  advised. 
-—Pet.  That  such  as  were  fined  for  not  array- 
ing of  mqn,  may  be  discbamd.  Ans.  The 
king  will  take  advice. — Pet.  That  all  within 
6  miles  of  the  sea  «iay  have  a  supersedeas  for 
arraying  of  men.  Ans.  Only  such  as  keep  tltc 
fea-coasts  shall  have  a  supersedeas.  It  is 
enacted,  that  tbe  comage  in  all  places  shall 
be  open,  as  heretoibrc  ;  item,  that  those  who 
import  false  money  into  the  realm,  shall  for- 
feit life  and  limb,  uxkd  that  the  justice  of  assize, 
and  of  the  peace,  shall  enqaire  thereafter. — 
Pet.  That  the  king's  receivers  may  receive  as 
well  gold,  as  silver,  and  that  the  changes  there- 
of be  not  without  pari.  Ans.  The  fir^t  is  grant^ 
ed ;  the  other  respited. — ^Pet.  That  the  40s. 
subsid^r  of  every  sack  of  wool  may  cease.  Ans. 
The  king's  mind  must  be  known  first. — Pet. 
That  payment  may  be  made  for  the  last  taking 

rf  victuals.  Ans.  Order  shall  be  ttiken  for 
— Pet.  That  the  chief  of  every  county 
may  be  justices  of  peacr,  and  that  they  may 
determine  all  felonies.  Ans.  The  1st  is  grant- 
ed :  for  tbe  2nd  the  king  will  appoint  justices 
learned  in  the  laws. — Pet.  That  the  kcepijig 
of  the  sea  be  at  tbe  king's  charge  thencefor- 
ward. Ans.  The  sea  shall  be  kept,  as  it  bath 
been  heretofore. — ^Pet.  That  sherifls  in  every 
county  may  have  sufficient  in  their  counties ; 
and  that  none  of  those  offices  be  granted  for 
liie,  or  in  fee :  item,  that  purveyors,  who  have 
not  tbe  constables  with  them,  according  to  tlie 
statute  of  Westm.  may  be  looked  on  as  thieves ; 
and  that  justices  of  assise,  and  of  the  peace, 
may  enquire  of  the  same.  Ans.  The  statute 
made  sliall  be  observed. — Pet  That  the  15tli8 
in  towns,  and  ancient  demesnes  be  levied,  as 
in  tbe  bodies  of  counties,  without  enorease. 
Ans.  They  shall  be  levied  after  the  accustomed 
manner. — Pet.  That  all  justices  of  the  inquest 
may  be  swoni,  as  justices  of  the  bench ;  and 
that  tbe  chief  of  them  mav  have  power  to 
.swear  tbe  rest.  Answ.  Such  justices  shall  be 
sworn,  as  ought  to  be ;  so  as  they  take  nothing, 
but  meat  and  drink,  and  that  of  small  value : 
and  tbe  chief  shall  be  impo^vered  to  swear  the 
rest, — ^Pet.  That  the  ISths  beyond  the  Trent 
be  employed  only  for  defence  of  the  North; 
Vol.  1. 


Ans.  The  king  will  provide  fi»r  dcience  of  those 
parts. — Pet.  That  strangers,  enemies  of  the 
realm,  who  remain  now  in  Newgate,  may  be  ad- 
judged, durinz  the  pari;  A  ns.  They  shall  remain 
there  till  furier  order. — Pet.  That  no  charter 
of  pardon  be  granted  t>incc  the  kiag*s  last  expe* 
dition.  Ans.  Advice  shall  be  taken.  It  is 
enacted,  that  Lombards,  and  other  merchants, 
shall  receive  gold  for  their  ware,  without  any 
compact,  op  pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment.— 
Pet.  That  all  alien  monks  do  avoid  die  realm 
by  Michaelmas,  and  that  their  livings  he  di»» 
posed  of  to  youii^  Engiish  scholars :  and  thafc 
such  aliens,  encnues,  as  are  advanced  to  li- 
vings (they  being  in  their  own  countries^  but 
shoemakers,  taylors,  or  chamberlains  of  cardi- 
nals) may  depart  the  realm  before  MicbaclmaSy 
and  their  livings  be  bestowed  on  poor  Ppglish 
scholars.  Ans.  To  these  two  petitions,  this 
one  answer  was  given :  that  the  persons  being 
spiritual  were  not  to  1)0  tried  bv  pail. ;  and 
that  their  livings  being  in  the  king's  hands, 
were  not  without  him  to  be  disposed  of. — Pet. 
That  the  kin^  may  take  the  profits  of  all  other 
strangers'  livings,  as  cardinals,  and  others,  du- 
ring their  lives.  Ans.  The  king  dothtake  their 
profits,  and  the  council  have  sent  their  petition 
to  liis  majesty. — Pet.  Tliat  no  payment  be 
made  to  any  cardinals,  living  in  France,  t0 
treat  either  of  war  or  peace.  Ans.  This  is 
granted,  as  reasonable. — Pet.  That  foreign  pro- 
visors,  or  aliens  buying  provisions,  do  quit  tbe 
realm  by  Michaelmas,  on  peril  of  being  out* 
lawed.  Ans.  Tbe  statute  heretofore  made 
shall  be  observed ;  and  the  king  shall  signify 
the  same  to  the  pope. — ^Pet.  That  the  annum 
advancement  of  SOOO  marks,  granted  out  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  may  be  restrained, 
and  that  those,  who  sue  for  recovery  thereof 
may  be  outlawed.  Ans.  The  lords  tbink  the 
same  reasonable ;  and  it  is  further  conunandcd, 
that  no  such  be  firom  henceforth  received.  It 
is  enacted,  that  whosoever  shall  bring  into  the 
realm  any  aliens,  the  vessel  wherein  they  are 
brought  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  king,  ana  the 
body  of  the  bringer  shall  lie  at  the  king's  difei* 
crctjon.  It  is  enacted,  tliat  duripg  tli^  wan 
no  person  do  send  or  transport  any  money  to 
the  pope»  or  to  any  bp.  or  other  alien  whi^ 
soever,  for  any  duty  whatsoever. — ^Pet.  That 
no  Englishman  do  farm  any  thing  of  any  alien 
relipous,  nor  buy  any  of  their  goods,  nor  be  of 
their  counsel,  or  pain  of  perpetual  imprison* 
mcnt.  Ans.  This  is  against  the  king's  profit, 
who  reaps  benefit  by  such  farmers. — ^Pet.  That 
all  friars,  aliens,  should  depart  the  rcabn,  never 
to  return  hither  again.  Ans.  Order  shall  be 
taken  with  every  general  of  all  'the  houses  of 
friars,  so  to  look  to  all  friars,  aliens,  under  their 
several  charges,  as  that  they  shall  not  be  able  to 
disclose  the  secrets  of  the  realm.-»Pet.  That  the 
annual  pension  of  78.  which  sir  Kaimond  Peli- 
grue  received  of  every  religious  house  within  the 
realm,  may  henccfbrwand  cease.  .  Ans.  The 
said  sir  R.  is  the  king's  liegeman,  bom  in  Gas* 
coigne,  and  sworn  of  the  king's  council,  by 
wiiose  coflooAand  hf  reveivetb  the  same.— Pet, 
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That  the  Annual  pension  of  ^006l.  paid  to  the 
abbot  of  Clugny,  may  cease  (or  ever.  Ans. 
The  same  is  paid  there. — ^Pet.  That  the.statute 
made,  that  the  king  should  present  unto  any 
church  of  his  gifV,  ftiUing  void,  at  any  time 
within  3  years ;  so  as  if  the  parson  had  contt> 
nucd  therein  for  3  years,  that  he  should  not 
be  turned  out,  may  stand.  Ans.  The  king  will 
be  advised. — It  is  enacted,  that  no  person 
bring  into  the  realm  to  any  bp.  or  other,  any 
bull,  or  other  letters  from  the  court  of  Home, 
or  from  any  alien;  unless  he  first  shew  the 
same  to  the  Id.  chancellor  or  to  the  warden, 
of  the  cinque  ports,  on  loss  of  all  that  he  hath. 
It  is  enacted,  that  all  religious  persons,  tor 
lands  purchased  since  the  SOth  of  £dw.  III. 
and  paying  no  demesne  therefore  amongst  the 
clergy,  shall  pay  15ths. 

After  this,  Mr.  John  Charlcton,  one  of  the 
messengers  aforesaid,  produced  letters  from 
the  bp.  of  Durham,  from  the  earls  of  NortlH 
ampton,  Arundule,  Warwick,  Oxford,  and  Suf- 
Iblk,  and  from  sir  Hut^h  Ic  Despenser,  lord  of 
Glamorgiui,  directed  to  die  whole  pari,  pur- 
porting, that  wliereas  the  king  at  his  arrival  at 
fj^  Il0fl;ue  St.  Vast  in  Normandy,  liad  knighted 
his  eldest  son,  the  prince  of  Wales,  whereby 
he  ought  to  have  an  aid  of  the  realm,  viz.  40s. 
of  every  knight's  fee,  they  would  now  consider 
tliereof :  liercupon  the  pari.  a;;recd  thereto 
immediately,  and  took  oracr  for  the  speedy  le- 
vying the  same.  Tlie  letter  \%hich  Barnes  men- 
tions to  have  come  from  the  lords  about  the 
person  of  the  king  at  Calais,  to  desire  the  pari, 
to  grant  him  the  aid  for  the  kniirhthood  of  his 
eldest  son,  will  be  found  in  itymer,  p.  527. 
it  was  also  ordered  in  full  pari,  at  the  request 
of  the  coimnons,  tliat  tlie  benefices  of  all  a!iens 
be  seized  into  the  king's  bonds,  and  he  to  take 
the  prolit  of  the  same ;  and  that  in  order  there- 
to, all  bps.  should,  before  the  next  convoca- 
tion, certify  into  the  chancery  the  names  of 
all  aliens,  their  benefices,  and  the  value  there- 
of: also,  that  no  alien  do  send  letters  out  of 
tlic  realm,  that  sh:dl  not  be  first  perused  by 
ihe  Id.  chan^  or  the  warden  of  the  cinque- 
ports,  on  pain  of  losing  all  he  hath. 

Shortly  u&er  the  king's  return  to  En^^land, 
be  issued  out  writs,  dated  Nov,  13,  1348,  for 
H   pail,  to    meet  on    thq    IJth    of   Jan.  at 
Westm.     Sir  Wm.  Thorp,  lord  chief  justice, 
fey  the  king's  command,  opened  the  cause  of 
the  summons,  in  his  presence ;  and  in  full  pari, 
declared  that  it  was  on   two  accounts.:    '  1st. 
concerning  the  war  with  the  consent  of  the 
pari,  next,  how  tlie  pence  of  the  nation  might 
be  better  kept.'    The  lords  and  commons  d^ 
bated  earnestly  on   these  matters  for  some 
time  ;  when  on  the  4  th  day  the  commons  de- 
clared, *  that  tliey  were  not  able  to  advise  any 
tiling  concerning  the  wan*,  and   therefore  de- 
iirod  to  be  excused  as  to  that  point ;  and  that  I 
tile  kinij?  will  be  advised  by  his  nobles  and  ' 
*ouncii,   ;»iul  uiiut  bhull    be   by  tlicm  detor-  ' 
oiiiued,  llicy  would  constat  unto,  confinn,  and  j 
't^iUd^liih.'     l*'or   il.v  second,   iliov  answered,  ' 
U^Jit-uhcrea-.  thc)  \\crc  ciiiirgcxi  to  ad\Isc  il.e  ; 


king  how  the  peace  of  the  Iimd  mightbc  better 
kept ;'  their  advice  was  thact  in  every  county 
there  should  be  6  persons,  of  whom  S  to  be  tiie 

f greatest  men  in  it,  S  knights,  and  2  men  of  the 
aw,  or  more  or  less  as  need  shall  be,  and  they 
to  have  power  and  commission  out  of  the 
cli^ncery,  to  hear  and  determine  matters  con- 
cemmg  the  peace.  And  then  because  they 
had  b^sn  so  long  in  ]>arl.  to  their  great  cost 
and  damage,  they  might  have  a  speedy  an^^ 
swer  to  their  petitions,  in  order  to  get  soon 
back  to  their  own  homes. 

It  is  probable  the  king  received  not  the  sa- 
tisfaction he  desired  from  tliis  pari,  tor  on  the 
17th  of  March  he  called  another.    Sir  Wm. 
Thorp  declared  the  cause  of  it  to  be,  '  that  the    \ 
king  uad,  according  to  the  truce  agreed  to  at    j 
Calais,  sent  commissioners  to  the  pope,  from    / 
whom  he  had  long  since  expected  some  satis-^    ,' 
factory  answer,  but  as  yet  had  received  nonc;    ■ 
Also,  that  sundry  articles  of  the  truce,  touch- 
ing both  die  kings  and  their  allies,  were  not 
duly  performed ;  and  further,  that  the  French 
were  preparing  a  puissant  army,  wherewith 
to  invade  the  realm.     From  all  which  it  ap^ 
peared  that  the  truce  was  but  fickle,  and  that 
It  was  neither  safe  nor  prudent  to  rely  upon  if, 
but  rather  to  be  armed   betimes  against  the 
\forst  that  mic^ht  happen;  that  tliis  war  which 
was  undertaken  by  the  advice  and  consent  of 
pari,  might  have  a  prosperous  ending,  and  be 
carried  on  with  the  least  charge  to  his  people. 
He  added,  that  the  conservation  o(  the  public 
peace  at  home  was  another  main  point  for 
their  considerations,  and  that  tliis  must  be 
done  by  wholesome  laws  duly  and  impartially 
administered.' 

Debates  arose  again  amongst  them,  and 
continued  for  some  days ;  when,  at  last,  the 
commons  agreed  upon  the  following 

retition^  or  Represent  at  ion  y  to  the  King  on 
the  present  State  of  tfie  Nation  : 

"  To  their  most  hon.  and  most  redoubted 
liege  lord,  his  poor  commons  shew,  that  at  his  la«t 

Sari,  he  sent  tlie  noble  earls  of  Lancaster  and 
lorthampton,  and  other  great  men,  to  tell 
them,  that  he  intended  not  to  take  any  thing 
more  of  them,  or  to  charge  them  farther; 
which  they  had  publislied  to  tlie  whole  land, 
for  which  they  had  abo  thanked  him,  accord- 
ing to  their  knowledge,  as  much  as  they  could, 
and  prayed  for  him  night  and  day :  imd  yet  at 
tliis  present  pari,  upon  certain  news  now  ar* 
riveJ,  he  demanded  a  venr  great  charge  of  his 
poor  commons.  Wherefore  they  desire  his 
nobleness  and  most  high  Idp.  would  be  pleased 
to  understand  the  mischiefs  and  burdens  of  the 
commons ;  that  is  to  say,  the  reasonable  aid 
whicli  had  been  pardoned  in  his  14  th  year,  that 
is,  a  grant  was  then  made  it  should  not  be  paid 
lUl  his  reign;  to  wit,  40s.  upon  every  knight's 
fee,  to  make  his  eldest  .son  knight;  whereas  by 
statute  there  \\  as  bnt  20s.  due  upon  every  fee'; 
besides  the  loihs  of  the  commons,  mid  lOtlis 
of  cities  and  boroughs;  men  at  anns,  hobelors, 
ju-clu-'i-s  taking  of  victuals  witliont  paying  for 
iheuh;  jjuurdini;   tlie  ^civ;    and  ;dso  the  sub* 
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sidy  of  vool,  by  reason  whereof  csrery  sort  of 
700I,  that  was  the  treasure  of  the  laiid,  was 
sold  for  40s.  less  than  its  value.  And  as  it 
would  be  a  sn^^at  trouble  to  the  commons  to 
^>ear  any  charge,  that  therefore,  if  the  aid  now 
to  be  granted  mii^t  not  be  turned  into  wool, 
Beither  by  way  of  loan  or  value,  nor  in  any 
other  manner,  nor  levied  too  hastily,  but  in 
the  form  it  was  wont  to  be  granted ;  and  tliat 
the  eyres  of  justices  in  the  mean  time  mi;i;ht 
cease,  as  well  of  the  forest  as  of  the  conmion 
pleas,  and  general  enquiry  in  the  whole  land. 
That  when  this  aid  should  be  levied,  that  then 
for  the  future  no  subsidy  upon  wool  may  be 
granted  by  the  merchants ;  and  that  no  impo- 
sitioii,  loan,  or  other  taiUa<;e,  shall  be  put 
upon  them  (the  commons)  by  t\ie  privy  cquncil, 
without  their  grant  imd  consent  m  pari. ;  and 
that  3  prelates,  3  loids,  and  2  justices  mifi^ht 
he  assigned  to  hear  and  dispatch  their  pe- 
titions, which  were  not  answered  in  the  last 
pari.;  and  that  their  petitions  in  this  pari, 
might  also  be  answered  according  to  reason, 
and  the  answers  to  remain  in  force,  without 
hein^  changed  or  altered.  That  the  j ubtices  do 
inquire  of  mlse  money,  which  ruins  the  people. 
That  David  Bruce,  Wm.  Dougkis,  and  other 
chief  men  of  Scotland  may  in  no  manner  be 
released,  neither  by  ransom,  nor  upon  their 
faith.  That  the  king  would  restore  the  20,000 
sacks  of  wool  taken  of  the  commons  by  way  of 
loan.  That  an  aid  to  marry  his  daughter  m^glit 
not  be  taken  in  the  mean  time;  and  that  there 
might  be  no  mi^^alsea  in  England,  except  ^ 
that  of  the  king,  or  the  guardian  of  En^bmd,  | 
when  be  was  out  of  the  kingdon\/ — Upon  the*»c  ■ 
conditions,  and  not  otherwise,  as  aUo  that  they  | 
may  be  entered  in  the  pari,  roll,  as  mutter  of  1 
record,  by  which  they  might  have  remedy,  if 
any  thing  should  be  done  to  tlie  contrary  in 
time  to  oome;  the  said  poor  commonalty,  ^o 
their  very  great  mischief,  grant  to  the  king 
^15th8.  to  be  levied  in  3  years,  to  begin  at 
Michaelmas  neixt  coming,  so  as  every*  year 
VI  6th.  may  i:(e  levied,  and  no  more,  at  2  terms 
in  the  year,  viz.  st.  Mich,  and  Ea»ter,  by  even 
portions;  and  that  this  aid  may  be  assigned 
and  reserved  only  for  the  m-ar,  ami  not  to  pay 
debts;  and  if  the  war  should  cense,  or  a  truce 
he  made,  then  the  l^th  of  tbe  last  year  not  to 
be  levied.  That  of  these  conditions,  and  the 
manner  of  this  grant,  letters  patent  should  be 
made,  and  sent  into  all  coimties,  without  pay- 
i^  any  thing  for  tliem,  wherein  should  be  men- 
tioned tlie  great  necessity  the  king  was  in  after 
the  last  pari. ;  and  in  case  Uicwar  should  break 
ojvt  towards  Scotland,  the  aid  granted  beyond 
Trent,  should  be  employed  for  the  defence  of 
those  panS)  as  ifhaa  been  formerly,'^ 

Toivards  the  latter  ei^i  of  1350,  tho  king 
havii^  occasion  £w  the  advice  of  pari,  issued 
out  liis  writs  of  summons,  dated  Nov.  25,  for 
one  to  meet  on  the  13th  Jan.  following.  On 
which  day  being  met,  it  was  further  adjourned 
to  the  15th  of  Feb. ;  that  none  might  plead  for 
excuse  tlicy  had  not  time  enough  eiven  them 
tft  appear.    Upon  the  day  app')ii\tcd  the  king's 


eommission  was  read,  anthorizing  pr.  Lionel  to 
hold  a  pari,  during  the  king's  absence.  But 
beins  prorogued  for  some  days,  in  the  mean  time 
the  kmg  returned.  Being  again  assembled,* 
Sir  W.  dc  Shareshal,  the  lord  chief  justice,  • 
in  the  presence  of  the  king,  lords  and  com-*!  1 
mons,  declared,  "  that  the  cause  of  their  sunhr  ' 
mons  was,  first,  because  the  king  in  the  2 2d  ! 
of  his  reign  had  held  a  pari,  which  he  was  hin- 
dered from  continuing;  as,  also,  from  calling 
another,  by  reason  of  the  late  dreadful  plague, 
to  this  time.  That  the  business  of  the  war» 
now  required  their  concurrence,  because  the 
peace  was  not  punctually  observed ;  and  several 
domestic  affairs  wanted  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  them)  particularly,  that  labourers 
retu^  to  do  their  work  at  re^soi^able  and 
usual  rates :  and  kstly,  because  the  treasure  of 
the  rcahn  was  exported."  Tlie  cause  of 'the 
meeting  being  thus  opened,  the  king,  by  the  [ 
said  chief  justice,  commanded  the  commons  to 
consider  and  advise  what  was  best  to  be  done 
to  redress  these  cvib.  In  obedience  to  which, 
and  for  the  remedying  the  excessive  wages  of 
labo'.ircrs,  there  was  then  enacted  that  re- 
markable statute  de  Servientibus,  tho  25th  of 
tliis  king;  wliich,  though  now  obsolete,  will  be 
fouqd  in  the  Stututes  at  Large.  It  v(i\s,  also, 
enacted f  that  every  mim  that  purchased  any 
provisions  of  abbies  or  priories,  in  the  court  of 
llome,  both  he  and  his  executors,  which  did 
suo  and  make  executions  of  such  provisions, 
should  be  out  of  the  king*s  protection;  and 
dealt  with  as  enemies  to  tlie  king  and  kingdom. 
Thip  statute  is  called  the  2d  statute)  of  provi- 
cors.  Sec  Hawkins's  Statutes  ^t  Large,  26 £d.  1 IL 
p.  450,  and  Colliers  Eccles,  Hist.  p.  554.  The 
declaration  of  what  o6^nces  shall  be  judged 
treason  was  now  pasised  into  an  act;  which  mis 
ever  since  been  the  great  hairier  betwixt  the 

kings  of  England  and  their  subjects.  

6;i  tlie  latli  of  Jan.  1852  the  pari,  met,  but  > 
was  adjourned  for  5  days,  on  account  of  the,  { 
absentees,  when  being  all  assetnbled,  the  par), 
was  opened  by  a  speech  from  sir  Wm.  Snare-  ' 
shal  the  locd  chief  justice,  declaring  tlie  occtw 
sion  of  the  summohs  to  be,  for  setting  forth 
tlic  kin«;*s  title  to  the  crown  of  France,  telling 
them,  **  that  Philip  Q*'  Valois  had  usurped  it 
all  hi*  life,  and  not  only  so,  but  moved  war 
against  him  in  Gascoigny  and  other  places^ 
seizing  upon  his  rights  and  possessions,  and 
doing  all  rhe  mischiefs  to  him,  both  hy  sea  and 
land,  that  was  in  his  power,  which  they  well 
knew,  in  subversion  of  him  nnf\  his  realm  of 
Englnmi.  That  in  former  parits,  this  matter 
had  been  propounded  in  behall'  of  t\\a  king ; 
and  their  advice  requested,  what  was  best  to 
be  done  :  and  tliat  it  had  been  declared,  after 
gooil  deliberation,  they  knew  no  other  way  to 
adfvise  ?^hc  king,  tlian  to  procure  allies  to  eo 
agaiQst  his  adveifsary  by  main  force,  and  to  aa 
this  they  h^d  promised  to,  aid  him  with  body  . 
and  good^,  Whereupon  the  king  made  alli- 
ances with  several  fiireign  princes  and  powers^ 
and  by  the  help  of  the  gjood  people  of  Kng-. 
land  l\c  nvade  wiy  upo.ft  hi/n  h©ca>i%-  he  cdu1,4 
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not  bring  him  to  a  reasonable  peace.    Tiiat 
the  king  and  his  adversary  had  often  assented 
to  truces ;  but  his  cnemY,  during  those  truces, 
imagining  to  deceive  the  kin^,  broke  them 
every  way,  continuing  his  maUce  i^ainst  him 
and  his  friends.    That  now,  after  Phihp's  de- 
cease, John  his   son,  continuing  the  same 
wron^  his  father  had  maintained,  possessed 
the  kingdom  of  France ;  and  contnuy  to  the 
Inst  truce,  confirmed  and  sworn  to  by  both, 
had  broken  it  both  in  Crascoigny  aiid  Britany, 
and  also  upon  the  sea ;  and  had,  actuall  v,  sent 
to  Scotland  to  renew   the  antient  alliance 
made  between  ^em,  wholly  tending  to  the 
subversion  and  destruction  of  his  people  of 
England.    Wherefore,  the  king  much  thanked 
;  his  commons  for  the  aids  tliey  have  already 
given  him,  and  for  the  good  will  he  had  always 
round  in  them ;   and  prays  them  that  they 
tirould  take  time  to  consult  about  this  until  the 
i  ftcxt  day ;  and  that  at  sun-rise  in  the  morning 
I  they  would  come  to  the  piiintcd  chamber  in 
I  Wcstral  to  Vlelibcratc,  and  to  hear  if  the  king 
'  would  say  any  thin^  further  to  them ;  and  to 
«hcw  the  king  their  grievances,  if  they  had 
any,  that  relief  might  be  given  them  at  this 
meeting."      He  concluded    his  speech  with 
(  charging  ^e  commons,  in  the  king's  name,  to 
Morten    their  stay   in   town ;    and,   for   the 
<|uicker  dispatch  of  business,  that  they  would 
immediately  make  choice  of  24  or  30  persons, 
'  out  of  their  whole  number,  to  be  in  tlie  morn- 
hng  at  the  painted  chamber,  and  the  king 
would  send  a  number  of  lords  to  them  to  con- 
fer about  the  business  of  the  nation.    After 
this  declaration  from  the  chief  justice,  and 
aihother  from  sir  Barth.  Burghcrsh,   the  king's 
chamberlain,  to  the  same  purpose  ;  the  com- 
mons chose  a  committee,  as  directed,  who  had 
several  long  conferences  with  the  lords,  as 
well  to  raise  a  necessary  aid  for  the  king,  as  to 
dniw  up  petitions  concerning  the  rights  of  their 
constituents.    When  all  was  ready,  the  com- 
mons in  their  whole  body  came  before  the 
king  in  full  pari,   and   represented  to  him, 
f*  that  the  common  people  of  the  land  was 
favith  impoverished  oy  tne  late  mortal  pesti- 
lence, as  well  as  by  other  burthens,  taxes, 
tallages,  and  many  other  payments  laid  upon 
them;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  damages, 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  national  interest 
a!id  defence,  against  the  malice  of  their  ene- 
mies, they  delivered  the  king  a  Roll,  contain- 
ing both  the  aid  which  they  had  unanimously 
granted  him,  and  their  petitions  concerning 
the  commons  of  England,  to  which  they  prayed 
the  king  to  give  a  good  and  speedy  answer." 
The  kinj^  granted  their  request,  thanked  them 
for  the  great  aids  given  before,   and  for  tliis 
now  granted  ;  and  for  the  good  will  and  kind- 
ness he  had  always  found  in  ^  his  commons,  as 
well  in  this  as  in  former  aflRairs.    Then  follows 
the  grant  of  3-lOths,  and  3-15ths  to  the  king, 
by  the  lords  and  the  whole  commons  of  the 
land,  in  order  to  supply  his  great  necessities. 
This  tax  was  to  be  raised  as  the  last  lOths  and 
Idths  were,  within  d  ye&es,  upon  the  condi- 


fions^blkmiDg  r  **  that  att  fines,  prote,  imer* 
ciaments  and  imposts,  levied  or  to  be  levied^ 
upon  labourers,  artificers,  regratois,  &c.  who 
were  for  taking  more  wages,  were  to  be  paid 
towards  raising  the  subsidy."  But  this  statute,  \ 
together  with  the  answer  to  it,  is  now  obso*  ) 
Icte,  **  That  hereafter  no  tax,  taithige,  aids  op  ! 
charges  be  demanded,  or  levied  on  the  com-  ) 
mens ;  and  that  ail  the  refoonable  petkions,  I 
prayed  by  the  commons,  may  be  granted, 
confirmed  and  scaled  before  the  diifohitioa  of 
this  pari."  To  which  the  king's  answer  was,. 
'<  that  as  to  the  tax  and  taiUage,  tis  not  the 
intention  of  tlie  king,  or  the  lords,  that  they 
should  ever  be  charged  withont  the  consent  of 
the  commons ;  and  as  to  granting  their  other  • 
reasonable  petitions  the  king  is  pleased  it 
should  be  dc^nc."  The  commons  pray,  afeo, 
'^  that  the  loans  which  wcrt  granted  to  the 
king  by  many  of  that  body,  may  be  relaased  ; 
and  none  compelled  to  make  such  loans  for 
the  future  against  his  will,  for  that  it  was 
against  reason  and  the  franchise  of  the  land  ; 
and  that  restitution  might  be  given  to  those 
who  had  made  tlie  loans."  The  kine's  answer  \ 
was,  «  that  it  should  be  done."  Ako,  that 
whereas  the  king's  justices,  assigned  to  several 
counties,  had  jud^d  many  men  that  were  ar- 
raigned before  them  as  traitors,  for  divers 
causes  not  known  to  the  commons  to  be 
treason  ;  therefore  it  was  desired  that  the  kiAfi 
and  his  council,  and  the  groat  and  wise  men 
of  the  land,  would  please  to  declare  the  points 
of  treason."  The  answer  was,  "  that  a  statate 
was  made  in  the  last  pari,  setting  fbrthand  de- 
claring what  crimes  shall  bo  treason  for  the 
future."  This  we  shall  have  often  oocamon  to 
mention  in  the  sequel.  It  may  not  be  amiss 
to  add,  that  lord  John  Malimvers,  who  was 
thought  to  be  one  of  the  ramxlerers  of  Edw. 
II.  having  some  years  before  come  in  and  sub- 
mitted himself  to  the  king's  mercy,  and  lately 
received  his  pardon,  now  petitioned  to  have  it 
confi lined  in  pari,  which,  in  consideration  of 
his  late  faithfnl  service  to  the  kine  in  Zanders, 
was  gnmted  accordingly;  and  he  was  again 
restored  to  his  honour  and  "estate. 

On  or  about  Michaelmas,  1353,  the  king  met 
his  parL  agam  at  Westm.  which  had  been  sum- 
moned by  writ,  dated  July  15,  before.  The 
following  is  a 

List  oftke  Earls  and  Bar<ms  summatud  to 

this  Parliament, 

Edw.  prince  of  Wales    Gilb.  Umphreville  earl 

Henry. d.  of  Lancaster        ofAncjos 

Wm.*  Bohun  earl  of    Rt.Uffofdc.ofSnflblfc 

Northampton  \Vm.  Montague  earl-of 

Humph.  Bohun  earl  of        Salisbury 

Hereford  and  Essex  Ralph  Stafford  eari  of* 
Hugh  Courtney  carl  of        Stafford 

Devonshire  John  lord  Mowbray 

Wm.  Clinton  earl  of    Henry  lord  Picrcy 

Huntington  Ilalph  lord  NeviUe 

Rich.    Firi-Alan  eari    Kictiard  lord  Talbot 

of  Arundel  Koheit  lord  Morley 

Thos.  Beauchamp  carl    Walter  lord  Manny 

of  Warwick  Wm.  Id.  Huctiagficld 
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J.VcpeeniofOxford 
Thomas  lord  Lucy 
PeUld.MauievttieSth 
Reginakl  M.  Cobham 
Reginald  lord  Grrey 
Jomi  lord  WiUoughby 

of  Eresbj. 
Roger  lord  Chandos 
Jomi  lord  ChaaFlton 
William  lord  Zovcb  of 

HarnDffworth 
John  lord  Bardolpfa 
Wm.  lord  Deincourt 
Jobn  lord  Tibetot 
John  lord  Fitz-Walter 
Walt.  1.  Fauconbridge 
Wm.  lord  Greystock 
William  lord  Dacres 
Thomas  Id.  Muagnvre 
Thomas  Id.  Bradestan 
Jn.  L  Grey  of  Rothef* 

field 
Jn  L  Grey  ofCodonore 
John  loid  lyArcby  of 

Kna^ 
Ro^^erkL  Moitimerof 

Wigmore 
Robert  lord  Colvile 


Thomas  lord  Berkeksy 
Bartholomew  Id.  Burg* 

hersh,  senior 
Guy  lord  Brian 
Nicholas  lord  Seknour 
Geoffrey  lord  Say 
Miobael  lord  Poynz 
John  lord  Beauchamp 

.of  Somerset 
John  lord  Beaiiichamp 

of  Warwickshire 
Willtam  lord  Ferrers 
John  Id.  Lisle  of  Ri^e* 

mont 
Nicholas  Id.  Candlupe 
John  lord  Fumival 
Nicholas  lord  Burnel 
£dward  kl.  Montague 
Thomas  lord  Uchtred 
Robert  lord  Scues 
Henry  lord  Scroop 
John  lord  Cobham 
Thomas  lord  Braose 
James  lord  Audley 
Thomas  lord  Holland 
Bartholomew  Id.  Bur- 

gocrsh,  jun.  warden 

of  the  Cinque  Ports 
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r^^"^  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  7th  of  Oct.  Aat 
I  this  pari,  sot  to  badness ;  when  being  ^  as- 
sembled, ia  the  White  Hall,  or  chamber,  of 
Westm.  the  lord  chamberlain,  Buighersh,  deli- 
vered the  king's  mind  to  them  as  follows, 
**  that  the  king,  considering  how  he  might  best 
ea«e  liis  peop«?,  that  had  been  often  charged 
with  impositions  and  great  aids,  by  reason  of 
ike  war  with  his  adversary  of  France,  wlio  de- 
tained hie  rv^fat  of  heritage  to  that  crown  from 
him ;  had  «ent  lately  some  of  the  most  noble 
kwds  of  his  reafan,  viz.  the  abp.  of  Canterbury 
and  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  with  other  prelates 
and  noblemen,  to  Gnisnes,  to  treat  with  bis  ad- 
versary, in  presence  of  a  cardinal  whom  the 
pope  had  sent  thither  as  a  mediator ;  and  that 
alter  the  treaty  he  had  sent  his  confessor  to  the 
pope  to  acquaint  him,  that  considering  the 
many  people  that  had  been  killed  in  this  war, 
and  desiring  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  time  in  an- 
other more  holy  one,  to  die  honour  of  God,  if 
his  adversary  would  make  resitntion  of  the 
dutchy  of  Guyenne  to  him,  as  entirely  as  any 
of  his  ancestors  had  enjoyed  it,  to  l^old*  it  freely 
without  any  homage  or  scnice,  he  was  willing, 
when  the  war  was  ended,  to  resign  his  title  to 
the  crown  of  France.  That  the  pope  had  more- 
over been  desired  to  sound  his  French  adver- 
sary's inclinations  to  a  tarther  treaty ;  yet,  with 
BTDtcitation,  that  if  he  should  not  accept  it,  all 
his  rights  should  be  entirely  sdved  to  hmi  as  if 
no  sueit  ofier  had  been  mttde.  To  which  me»> 
sage  the  king  not  having  received  any  answer 
fipMo  the  ftope,  he  had  sent  another  by  the 
archdeacon  of  Huntington,  to  know  what  had 
been  done  in  this  affair,  who  brought  back  no- 
thing worth  reportin*^.  Wherefore,  it  seemed 
necessary  to  the  king  and  the  lords  ol'  his  eouyi- 


cil,  that  he  should  prepare  hhnself  for  the  wat 
against  his  adversary,  as  well  for  the  defence  of 
England,  as  to  recover  tus  rights,  for  which  he 
octtht  to  have  a  great  sum  of  money  grunted 
to  him."  llie  said  chamberlain  shewed  fur* 
ther,  •*  that  the  lute  tax  or  subsidy  on  wool> 
leather  and  wool-fels,  ending  at  Michaelmas 
last,  it  wns  not  tlie  king's  intentions  to  lay  any 
new  tax  or  other  charge  upon  his  people,  yet,  he 
requested  the  pari,  to  ^^rant  him  the  said  subsidy 
for  some  time  longer.^  This  request  being  con- 
sidered by  the  three  estates,  they  all  unani- 
mously agreed  to  iptmt  the  king  tliis  subsidy  of 
wool,  &c.  to  receive  it,  as  before,  from  Mi- 
chaelmas last  for  3  years  to  come,  if  die  war 
should  con^ue  so  long ;  upon  condition  that 
the  money  arising  from  this  subsidy,  sho^d  bo 
kept  solely  for  the  war,  and  not  applied  to  any 
other  use.  There  were,  likewise,  several  ex- 
cellent laws  made  in  this  pari,  as,  particolarly, 
^t  of  the  Staple ;  wfjereby  it  was  enacted 
that  the  great  markets  for  wool,  vvool-fcls,  lea- 
ther and  lead,  should  be  held  in  London, 
Wesm.  York,  Bristol,  and  di\ers  other  cities 
and  towns  therein  mentioned ;  with  several 
rules  and  restrictions  for  well  regulating  the 
same.  There  was,  also,  another  statute  enact- 
ed of  Plrovisors  against  Appeals  to  Home ;  to- 
gether with  some  Petition*  from  the  commons, 
and  other  matters,  all  whidi  will  be  found  in 
the  Statutes  at  Large,  or  in  Cotton's  Abridg- 
ment of  the  records. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1354,  the  king  sent 
out  his  writs  of  summons  to  call  a  pari,  to  meet 
at  Westminster  on  the  28th  of  April  following. 
Being  accordingly  assembled,  the  aforesaid  lord 
chief  justice  declared  in  the  presence  of  the 
king,  lords  and  commons  in  the  Painted  Chann 
her,  "  That  the  cause  of  this  parl.'s  bein^  called 
was  for  three  things :  1st.  For  establishing  t!ie 
Staple  within  the  realni,  and  for  confirmation 
of  the  Ordmances  made  last  parj.  about  it. 
2dly,  How  tlicy  might  treat  of  a  peace  with 
France ;  for  that  by  war  the  king  saw  his  sub- 
jects greatly  wasted.  And  3dly,  For  recei\ ing 
of  petitions  aad  redressing  of  grievances ;  all 
which  without  a  pari,  could  not  be  elTeciually 
done."— A  day  or  two  after,  the  lord  cham- 
berlain informed  them,  "ThntHhere  was  great 
hopes  of  bringing  about  a  peace  be^oen  Ency- 
land  and  France,  by  means  of  certain  com- 
missioners appointed,  on  both  parts,  for  that 
purpose ;  yet  the  king  would  not  conclude  any 
thing  without  the  consent  of  his  lords  and  com- 
mons. Wherefore  he  demanded  o(  them,  in 
the  king's  name,  whetlier  they  would  assent 
and  agree  to  a  peace,  if  it  might  be  had  by 
treaty."  To  wbwh  the  commons  ansAvered 
with  one  accord,  '*That  what  should  be  agrce- 
ble  to  the  king  Hnd  his  council  in  inakin«^  of 
this  treaty,  would  be  so  to  them."  But  tlio  ' 
commons  being  asked  ajroin,  "  If  they  con- 
sented to  a  perpetual  peace  if  it  miji^ht  be  Imd,** 
they  all  unanimously  cried  out,  yea,  yea.  Upon 
which  dr.  Mich.  Northbnrg,  keeper  of  the  pri^  y 
seal,  commanded  dr.  John  de  Suinolcy,  \\v: 
pope's  notary,  to  enter  tliis  in  a  pubhc  iiistru- 
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mcnty  ivhich  was  to  bp  Uid  before  the  pope  at 
Avignon. 

in  this  p^rl.  it  w%s  that  tlic  lord  Roger  Mor- 
timer, grandson  to  tfic  fan^ous  Ho^er  IVIortimcr, 
who  was  ^tainted  and  cxeputc'd  '2S  years  be- 
fore, WI4S  reittored  to  biQod,  anc)  the  judgment 
against  lii»  sai<|  grandt'ather  reversed,  as  being 
contrary  to  law.  The  like  favqyr,  ^so,  R.  Fitz- 
Aliin,  son  to  lidm.  carl  of  Arundcle,  who  had 
been  attainted  in  the  be^ii>ning  of  this  reign, 
Qbti^ine4  on  behalf  of  himscU*  and  his  said 
fiithcr, 

Fron^  Cotton's  Abridgment  of  the  Rccorjs, 
ve  have  selecte4  thp  foUqwing  Petitions  from 
|1m!  commons  for  re()res6  of  grievance  pre- 
sented during  tliis  parliaiaent. 

T/ie  Conomon^  retUionSy  with  the  Klng*8 
Antviers  thereto. 

C.  That  the  surplusage  of  the  fines  of  the 
Statute .  of  Labourers  may  be  entirely  distributed 
among  the  poor  of  the  whole  county,  and  not 
W)  poor  towns  only.  K.  It  shall  be  parted  a- 
mong  the  poor  towns  only. — C.  That  the  writ 
of  Estreat  may  lie  in  every  action,  where  the 
party  shall  recover  damages  of  F^Lreats  after 
the  writ  purchased.  K.  The  old  law  shall  be 
continued. — C.  That  remedy  may  be  had  in 
such  cases,  where  the  king  receiveth  the  profits 
of  the  ward's  lands,  as  well  of  Soccage,  as 
otherwise,  where  no  part  of  the  same  i^  holden 
of  him.  K.  The  law  heretofore  used  shall 
continue. — C.  That  it  may  be  ordered,  whe- 
|her  the  tenants  of  ^uch  as  hold  by  baropy. 
and  are  summoned  to  pari,  shall  contribute  to 
the.  payment  of  knights'  fees  coming  to  pari. 
K.  M  heretofore,  so  the  safne  shi^ll  be. — 
C  That  present  pay  be  made  of  all  pnncy- 
anccs,  bemg  under  20s.  and  of  greater  witliui 
l-4th  of  a  year,  and  that  purveyance  be  made 
without  malice.  K.  It  is  good  tq  make  pay- 
meat  aqcording  to  the  first  point,  and  tq  redress 
(he  second  |--C.  That  all  sheri^  be  charged  to 
make  present  payment  for  all  purveyances  for 
Calais.  K.  Ihe  demand  is  reasonable. — 
C.  Jhat  any  one  attainted  upon  a  writ  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  may  brine  his  attaint, 
pending  his  su^t  against  the  omer.  K.  The 
lords  will  not  alter  the  order  of  the  In-ijc. — 
C  That  t^  lords,  marchers  of  Wales,  ^i<i_ 
suffer  no  digresses  to  (>e  made  on  any  English- 
man coming  into  Wulcsj  £qr  any  other  men's 
debts,  if  he  be  no  debtor,  trespasser,  or  surety. 
^As  heretofore,  so  tjie  lay/  shall  l>e.*-C.  That 
no  inqueat  upon  conspiracy,  confederacy,  main- 
tenance, or  such  like  be  returned,  but  by  the 
sheriff,  of  the  most  lawful  men,  and  nighest  in 
that  psirt  of  the  country,  where  such  acts  arc 
laid ;  that  all  evidences  therein  be  given  openly 
at  the  bar,  and  that  no  man  speak  with  the 
jury  after  they  depart  therefrom.  K.  Tliis  last 
petition  is  agreed  to. — C.  That  the  king  will 
appoint  a  time  when  the  coin  shall  be  made 
finer,  (a)    K.  With  opportunity  the  king  meajo- 

(c)  For  the  better  undei*stnnding  of  this  pe- 
tition, it  is  necessary  to  observe,  tliat,  about 
4  years  before  tliis,  W.  Ednidoii,  bp.  of  Win- 


eth  the  saine. — C.  That  the  king  have  tbe  for« 
feitures  of  his  widow's  dowagers ;  but  not  of 
such  as  hold  jointly  witli  their  husbands^ 
K.  The  old  law  sl^all  stan<ji.— 4^.  That  the  Writ 
of  Appeal  brought  pending  another  may  abate 
the  other.  K.  The  common  law  tiierein  uscii 
shall  continue. — C.  That  weights  and  measures 
may  henceforth  be  ma^e  in  the  city  of  London, 
so  as  all  counties  do  conform  themselves  ao-. 
cording  thereto.  K.  There  is  a  Standard  in 
the  treasury,  where  every  man  readily  may 
have  the  saqie. — C,  That  the  writs  of  chancery 
may  be  ^t  reasonably  prices;  and  that  the 
clerks  of  tlie  crown,  and  othcTS  fcif  copimissioa 
and  such  like,  do  content  themselves  with  the 
kind's  allowance.  K.  As  heretofore  the  same 
slmll  be. — C.  That  fines  for  writs«may  be  rea- 
sonably made  in  every  of  tlie  king's  courts. 
K^  The  chancellor  shall  do  as  heretofore. — 
C.  The  commons  beyond  the  Trent  rec^uire, 
that  the  justices  of  the  one  b^nch  or  ot  tha 
other,  may  yearly  come  twice  amongst  them, 
for  taking  cognisance  of  fines  and  letters  of 
attorney  of  the  unable.  K.  The  king  will  be 
adviscch — C.  That  labourers  may  take  corn  for 
their  wages.  K.  The  statute  made  shall  ba 
observctl.*— C.  That  the  Staple  may  always* 
continue  in  England.  K.  The  same  shall  so 
continue  till  the  next  pari,  not  to  be  altered 
without  the  assent  of  the  pari. — C.  The  mer- 
chants strangers  require,  that  the  Ordinances 
of  t)ie  Staple  may  be  cxeputed  speedily.  K.  The 
king  willeth  the  same, 

Then  the  lord  chamberlain  Burghersh,  sen. 
and  one  of  those  who  had  been  at  the  treaty 
of  Calais  the  last  year,  declared  to  the  wholii 
house,  "  That  there  was  a  treaty  of  peace  be-» 
tweeu  tlie  king  and  the  French,  and  a  good 
hope  of  a  final  accord ;"  whereto  in  the  long's 
name  he  demanded  of  the  commons,  whether 
they  would  agree.  To  which  demand  tliey  ao-i 
swered,  "  That  tiierein  they  wholly  submittcrl 
Uiemselyes  to.  the  order  of  the  king  and  hi^ 
nobles," 


Chester,  the  lord  treas.  of  England,  had  caused 
grqats  and  half-groats  to  be  coined  to  the  peo- 
ple's great  disadvantage;  seeing  that  they  wanted 
something  of  the  just  sterling  weight.  Thisoc- 
caiiionod  the  price  of  all  things  to  be  very  much 
enhanced ;  whereupon  at  the  commons  com-. 
plaint  novv  iii  pari,  the  king  promised  tq  redress 
their  gi'\ev^nce  the  first  opportunity.  Yet,  ho>v- 
evcr,  n\an  v  times  after  those  days  tlie  like  prac- 
tice lia^  be^n  ui=ed,  insorau^jli,  tliat  now  5s- 
scitrccly  contain  so  much  silver  as  5  groats  had 
3  or  400  years  ago ;  so  that  it  is  no  wonder, 
it'  thing:?  be  sold  at  treble  the  price  which  they 
held  at  that  t^ntv^.  Fpr  hereby  also  it  comes  to^ 
pa^,  tha^t  the  prince  and  nobility  cannot  pos- 
sibly n^amtain  their  estates  with  their  aneifuit 
rents  and  revenues ;  because  tlioughthey  briof; 
them  in  the  old  tale  and  number,  yet  they  full 
fiir  short  in  tlie  due  weight  and,  quantity  of 
mettd.  Burness  ]uiw.  Hi.  Ifoltmgshcad*^ 
Ens.  Chron.  p.  918.  Also  Godwin's  Catal,  of* 
Bishops,  p.  f234. 
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Be^re  the  king  went  over  to  France  in  1355 
be  sent  out  his  writs  of  summons  for  a  pari,  to 
^  meet*  on  the  12th  of  Nov.  following ;  about 
which  time,  Edw.  being  at  Calais,  heard  of  the 
loss  of  Berwick,  and  prepared  himself  not  only 
to  meet  his  pari,  but  to  recover  that  town. 
However,  it  was  not  till  the  25th  of  that  month 
that  he  could  get  to  Westm.  to  which  time  the 
pari,  had  been  adjourned.  Being  at  length 
all  assembled,  the  lord  chief  justice  Shareshall 
U>ld  them,  tliat  it  was  his  maj.'s  pleasure  that 

'  sir  Walter  Manny  should  declare  to  them  the 
present  state  of  the  king's  affairs,  being  best 
able  to  do  it,  and  he  accordingly  delivered  him- 
self to  this  effect: — ^  He  first  gave  them  an 

'  account  of  the  late  treaty  before  the  pope,  and 
how  it  had  been  broke  off  by  the  obstinacy  of 

t  the  French  commissioners.    That  in  order  to 

conclude  a  peace  he  had  sent  the  duke  of 

Lancaster,  with  others,  to  the  pope's  court  at 

t   Avignon ;  and  that  during  his  stay  there  the 

'  king  of  Navarre  had  complained  to  the  said 
duke  of  sundry  damages  done  to  him  by  the 
French,  and  aMrmed  upon  oath  that  he  would 
willingly  enter  into  a  league  with  the  English 
against  them;  and  for  assurance  of  the  same 
engaged  himself  to  meet  hismaj.  at  the  island 
of  Jersey  with  as  great  power  as  he  could  raise. 
That  the  king,  upon  the  return  of  the  said 
duke,  and  knowledge  of  the  affair,  with  a  great 
army  and  navy,  set  sail  from  the  river  Tluunes 
towards  Jersey ;  but  being  beat  back  by  con- 
trary winds,  he  was  dfiven  with  much  hazard 
into  Portsmouth,  where  he  staid  till  he  was 
credibly  informed  that  the  said  king  of  Na- 
varre had  actually  made  his  peace  with  the 
-enemy  of  France.  Upon  hearing,  also,  that 
the  French  were  marching  a  strong  army  to- 
wards Calais,  the  king  went  over  thitlier,  in 
hopes  they  would  give  nim  battle,  accompanied 
with  his  own  army,  and  joined  there  by  the 
forces  of  hisOermto  allies.  That  on  All-Soul's 
day  last  past  the  king  marched  towards  the 
enemy  and  offered  them  battle,  which  the 
enemy  took  all  possible  ways  to  avoid ;  where- 
upon, the  king  wasted  and  spoiled  the  coun- 
try,  but  finding  his  army  to  languish  for  want 
of  provisions,  was  obliged  to  return  back  to 
Calais,  where  he  paid  off  his  mercenary  troops, 
and  came  hither  to  B[ieet  liis  pari." — ^After  tnis 
speech  was  ended^  the  lord  chief  justice  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  commons  to  this  pur- 
|K)se: — He  required  them  to  weigh  and  con- 
sider well  the  king's  unwearied  constancy  in 
laboarine  for  their  defence.*  That  he  was  now 
ready,  aEo,  to  repel  the  insolence  of  the  Scots, 
who  had 'surprised,  in  his  absence,,  the  town 
of  Berwick,  as  he  had  been  informed ;  be  de- 
sired them  therefore  how  he  might  be  enabled 
not  only  to  subdue  entirely  that  stubborn  peo- 
ple, but,  also,  how  to  attain  an  advantageous 
peace  with  France,  which  he  much  desired,  to 
his  own  lionour  and  their  quiet  and  benefit." — 
He  concluded  with  giving  them  time  till  Friday 

ibUowiug  to  bring  in  their  answer,  and  in  the 
mean  while  to  prepare  their  bills  and  petitions 
to  be  laid  before  the  king  iu  parliament. 


On  the  day  appointed,  the  commons  cam« 
into  the  White  Chamber,  at  Westm.  and  hav* 
ing  had  a  short  conference  with  the  lords,  ia 
the  king's  presence,  they  unanimously  granted' 
the  king  the  subsidy  on  leather,  wool  and 
wool-fels,  for  6  yeare  to  come ;  provided  that 
no  other  imposition  or  charge  be  laid  upon 
them  during  that  term.  This  tax  was  no  less 
th^n  50s.  on  each  sack  of  wool  that  should  be 
exported ;  by  which  sole  grant  the  king  wa» 
able  to  expend  a  1000  marks  a  day  on  a  just 
calculation,  there  being  no  less  than  100,000 
sacks  ylearly  exported  by  the  English  merchants 
in  those  days. — See  Hollingsliead's  Chroo. 
p.  383. 
Fetitions  of  the  Commom  with  their  Answers'. 

Pet.  Ti\9Lt  the  Great  Charter,  and  the 
Charter  of  the  Forest  in  all  points  shall  be 
kept :  that  the  statute,  that  tlie  staples  shall 
always  be  kept  within  the  reahn,  shall  be  ob- 
served :  that  the  statute  made  for  yearly  re- 
moving sheriffs  be  observed:  and  that  the  sta- 
tute made  for  purveyors  be  kept.  Ans.  The 
king  willeth  the  same. — P.  That  whereas  tlws 
conunons  have  granted  to  tlie  king  40s.  of 
every  knight's  fee  in  aid  to  make  his  son  a 
knight,  the  exchequer  demandeth  tlie  same,  att 
weU  of  mesne  lords,  as  of  the  tenants  in  de- 
mesne, against -reason:  wherefore  they  pray 
remedy.  A.  The  right  uj?e  of  ihe  exchequer 
is  to  be  kept. — P.  1  liat  no  man's  land,  being 
bought  in  the  time  of  Henry  HI.  u  hirh  was  be- 
fore the  statute  of  Prerogative,  may  be  seized 
into  the  king's  hands  by  escheators  A.  Let 
this  be  more  particularly  declared  to  the  king. 
— P.  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  may  de- 
termine weights  and  measures.  A.  The  sta- 
tute made  shall  be  observed.  Such  justices 
shall  make  no  deputies,  neither  shiill  the  sheriH, 
coroner,  or  such  like,  be  a  justice. — P.  1  hat 
the  points  of  confederacy  may  be  declared, 
Considering  how  the  judges  judge  i*ashly  there- 
of. A.  itfone  shall  be  punbhed  for  confede- 
racy, but  where  the  statute  spcaketh  expressly 
upon  the  point  contained  in  the  same  statute. 
— ^P.  That  the  justices  of  gaol-delivery,  on  an 
indictment  of  the  coroner  comin2  before  thorn, 
may  award  the  exigent.  A.  The  old  law  shall 
stand. — P.  That  such  persons  of  the  far  North 
countries,  as  upon  appeals  join  issue  on  good 
or  evil,  may  try  the  same  by  ^isi  Frius ;  con- 
sidering that  the  jury  will  not  appear  in  the 
king's  bench.  A.  The  old  law  used  shall  bo 
kept. — P.  That  remedy  may  be  had  agaiast 
stub,  as  to  defraud  their  creditors  before  judg- 
ment, do  convey  away  their  lands  and  ^oods. 
A:  The  statute  therefore  made  sliJill  be  ob- 
served,— P.  Tliat  writs  of  attaints  may  be  had 
of  verdicts  given  in  other  courts. — ^The  old  law 
shall  be  observed. 

When  die  pari,  had  thus  dispatched  llic 
king's  business  and  their  own,  tliey  broke  up,, 
and  the  king  marched  immediately  for  Scot- 
land, where  he  soon  retook  Berwick,  and  per- 
formed several  other  martial  exploits  in  that 
kingdom.  Whetlier  it  was  stipulated  by  thiti 
last  pari,    that  there  ^ould  uot  Le  anotijcf 
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called  in  sucb  a  timc^  or  that  the  grant  of  the 
last  subsidy^  on  wools,  &c.  for  6  yean  was 
sufBcient  tor  the  national  expence  for  that 
term,  we  know  not;  but  we  meet  wkh  no 
other  parliament  durioi;  that  whole  tirao. 

On  the  25th  of  Jan.  1361,  Edw.  met  his 
pari,  at  Westn!.  Here  the  articles  of  peace, 
concluded  between  John  k.  of  Fnince  and  the 
king  of  Enp:land,  were  coramunicated  to  the 
whole  assembly  ;  and  both  lords  and  commons 
were  lii^hiy  satisfied  with  the  king's  conduct  in 
the  affair.  These  articles,  40  in  number,  are 
tOvbe  found  in  Brady,  I'y/rel,  and  other  his- 
torians. 
^->  ITie  king  called  another  pari,  to  meet  at 
f .  Westto.on  the  13th  of  Oct.  1362,  where  all 
\ '  the  peers  were  expressly  commanded  to  ap- 
I  pear  in  person,  and  not  one  proxy  permitted. 
\  The  causes  of  this  assembly  were  declared  by 
\he  lord  chief  justice,  sir  H.  Green,  to  be  "  for 
the  redress  of  matters  relating  to  the  church ; 
for  observation  of  the  peace ;  for  settling  af- 
fairs with  Scotland;  and  for  enhancing  the 
price  of  wool.*'  All  which  were  then  very 
well  ordered,  as  may  be  seen  in  tlio  records 
and  printed  statutes  of  this  year.  The  Staple 
of  Wools^was  appointed,  though  not  by  ex- 
press statute,  yet  with  the  consent  of  both 
nooses,  to  be  removed  from  London  to  Calais. 
For  we  find  by  the  records,  tliat  when  the 
lords  were  commanded  to  speak,  **  what  they 
thought  of  the  merchants  removing  to  Calais  r* 
tliey  all  agreed,  *<  tliat  it  seemed  to  them  to 
he  a  matter  very  profttable  to  the  realm." 
7'he  commons,  indeed,  demurred  a  little  at 
the  first,  till  they  had  consulted  with  some 
merclmnts  about  it,  but,  at  last,  they  com- 
plied with  the  lords  aUo.  Whereupon,  the 
king  i'ent  over  26  of  the  ablest  and  mpst  con- 
siderable merchants  in  the  kingdom,  to  hold 
the  Staple  there  for  3  years.  These  mer- 
chants were,  also,  ordered  to  keep  and  defend 
the  town,  every  man  having  a  guard  of  6  men 
at  anns  and  4  archers,  at  the.  king's  charge. 
Besides  the  mayor  of  the  town,  the  king  by  his 
cliarter  constituted  anotlier,  called  the  mayor 
of  tlie  Staple  of  Cahus;  the  king  being  to  re- 
ceive 20s.  and  the  aforesaid  merchants,  inrar- 
deus  of  the  town,  40d.  more,  as  custom,  on 
every  sack  of  wool  there  bought. 

In  this  pari,  ako  was  passed  that  remarkable 
^l^atute,  **  that  all  pleading:^  and  judgments  in 
the  courts  of  Westm.  should  be  for  the  fixture 
iu  Enj;lish,''  whereas  before  they  were  wont 
to  be  in  the  French  langnnge,  ever  since  tlic 
time  of  the  connueror,  It  wsw,  also,  ordained, 
that  alt  echoot-mnatcrs  should  teach  their 
scholars  to  construe  in  English,  and  not  in 
French,  as  they  had  hitherto  used.  Here  also, 
it  wa?  enacted  that  neitlier  gold  nor  silver 
*  should  h2  used  in  apparel,  knives,  girdles, 
chains,  rings,  or  other  bodily  ornaments,  by 
any  man  who  could  not  spend  Id.  a  year. 
Aiid  thnt  none  who  could  not  spend  lOOl.  a 
year,  sliould  presume  to  wear  silks,  furs,  or 
otbcf  precious  garvients.  On  tlie  hist  day  of 
tiiepari*s,  sitting,   the  commons  uoaoimously 


gave  ^e  king  26s.  8d.  oa  every  sack  of  wool, 
for  3  years;  besides  the  former  subsidy  on 
woolrfels  and  skins.  And  now,  business  of 
that  kind  being  conduded,  the  aforesaid  sir 
Uy.  Green  decmred  to  both  houses,  "  that  the 
king  being  then  arrived  at  the  50th  year  of  his 
age,  intended  to  keep  it  as  a  jubilee ;  and  to 
puss  several  acts  of  grace  and  noercy  to  hit 
people.  He  therefore  f^ranted  a  general  and 
special  pardon  for  all  cranes,  treason  itself  not 
excepted,  without  any  fine,  or  paying  of  feet 
for  the  seal ;  and  set  ail  debtors  to  the  crown, 
and  prisoners  for  criminal  matters,  at  liberty.'^ 
The  |dng  also  confirmed  Magna  Charta;  which 
was  confirmed  no  less  than  10  several  times  ia 
tliis  reign. 

In  1363  the  king  issued  out  his  writs  of  sum* 
mons,  dated  June  10,  for  a  pari,  to  meet  at 
Westm.  on  the  6th  of  Oct.  following ;  when, 
.  there  not  being  a  full  attendance  of  members, 
the  houses  were  adjourned  to  Friday  following. 
At  which  time  Simon  Langham,  bp.  of  Ely, 
and  chancellor  of  England,  declared  before 
the  lords  the  king's  reasons  for  calling  this  pari, 
lie  said,  '^  that  the  king  was  desirous  to  know 
the  grievances  of  his  subjects ;  and,  particu- 
larly, that  he  might  by  their  advice  redress  any 
wrongs  thnt  had  been  done  to  holy  church ; 
also,  to  reform  all  enormities,  especially  about 
the  manner  of  exhibiting  petitiofis  in  parL? 
Then  the  conunons  gave  the  king  their  most 
bum^e  thanks  for  tl^  great  goodness  he  hwi 
shewed  and  confirmed  unto  them  in  the  hist 
pari,  and  humbly  prayed  **  that  the  king  would 
enjoin  the  abps.  and  all  other  of  the  clergy, 
that  they  would  put  up  their  joint  prayers  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  prosperity  of  his  maj^ 
in  ordor  to  the  pc^c  and  good  govt,  of  the 
land,  and  for  the  continuance  of  his  maj's. 
good  aftections  towards  his  corosnons.''  This 
pari,  continued  by  prorogations  till  the  3d  of 
Nov.  when  the  lord  chanc.  in  presence  of  the 
king  and  both  houses  declared',  "  that  tha 
king  was  now  resolved  to  execute  the  Statute 
of  Apparel,  and  therefore  chained  tlicm  all 
to  promote  the  iiame."  He*  then  demanded  of 
both  houses,  "  whether  they  would  have  such 
matters  as  they  agreed  on  to  be  by  way  of  Or* 
dinance  or  of  Statute  ?"  They  answered,  "  by 
way  of  Ordinance,  that  they  might  amend 
the  same  at  their  pleasure.''  In  tliis  pari,  it 
was  enacted,  that  poultry  should  be  sold  in  the 
foliowing  manner ;  a  young  capon  for  3d.  aa 
old  one  for  4d.  a  hen  for  2d.  a  goose  for  4d. 
For  the  Statute  appointing  Apparel,  see  Star 
tutes  at  Ijarge.    A.  1363.  — ^. 

On  tlie4thofDec.  1364,  Edw.  sent  forth  \ 
his  summons  for  a  pari,  to  meet  him  at  Westok  ' 
on  the  21st  of  Jan.  foUoiving.  On  wluchdaT 
being  met,  they  were  by  proclamation  wf- 
jourued  to  the  next  morning  in  the  painted 
chamber,  there  to  hear  the  king's  pkasare. 
At  which  time,  bp.  Langham,  l(mi  chanc.  of 
England,  began  a  long  anfl  fonnal  harangne, 
taking  for  his  text  that  of  the  royal  propi»et ; 
'  Fatl£ful  indgment  doth  adorn  the  king's  seat.' 
«  From  whence  he  .took  occasd^n  to  extol  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


f89] 


PABL.  HKTQRY,  42  Xdward  IlL  i368.-^A  Parliament  called. 


[130 


great  valour  of  the  king  his  master,  and  the 
niany  victories  which  by  God's  assistance  he 
had  gained  in  hb  yonth ;  not  forgetting  the 
constant  and  dutiful  good  will  and  ready  con- 
currence of  the  kin£*s  loyal  subjects,  towards 
the  furtlierance  of  uiose  his  important  under- 
takings. For  all  which,  as  the  king  did  now 
by  him,  return  them  his  hearty  thanks,  so  he 
let  them  know  that  for  his  part  he  was  resolv- 
ed to  seek  the  common  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  all  hb  people :  especially,  by  enforcing  a 
due  observance  of  all  good  and  wholesome 
laws,  and  amending  such  of  diem  as  should  be 
thought  defective ;  as  also  by  estabhshing  new 
ooea  as  necessity  should  rehire.''  They  then 
proceeded  to  appoint  receivers  and  tryers  of 
petitions  for  England,  Ireland,  Wales,  &c.  as 
•bo  for  Aquitain,  and  other  foreign  countries. 
Which  done,  the  kin§  himself  spoke  to  the 
^hole  assembly  to  this  effect:  ^That  cita- 
tions and  false  suggestions  were  daily  made  to 
tbepope,  for  matters  determinable  m  his  own 
ootnrts  of  diis  realm ;  diat  provisions  were  pro- 
cared  from  Rome  for  ecaesiastical  dignities, 
at  the  great  scandal  of  the  anticnt  laws,  and 
the  derogation  of  his  crown.  That  the  trea^ 
sore  of  the  land  was  by  these  means  conveyed 
away^  to  the  diminution  of  church  livrags,  the 
withdrawing  of  divine  service,  alms,  hospi- 
tality, with  other  good  and  acceptable  worss, 
and  the  dail^  increase  of  all  mischief^.''  There- 
fore he  required  them,  '^  That  whereas  a  for- 
mer statute  hi^i  been  made;  another  act^  to 
the  same  purpose,  but  more  strict,  should  also 
be  prep»ared  against  the  pope's  provisions  of. 
bisbopricks,  and  other  ecclesiastical  dignities 
and  benefices :  and  also  against  all  tho^  who 
have  obtained  or  should  obtain  any  such 
benefices,  by  virtue  of  such  provisions  ;**  or 
siKrald  serve  any  process,  or  citations,  to  the 
court  of  Rome  mr  that  purpose."  An  act 
was  made  accordingly,  and  passed  this  ses- 
sion ;  which  may  be  found  in  our  printed  sta- 
tute books,  agreeing  with  die  record.  The 
petitions  of  the  commons,  with  the  king's  an- 
swer to  them,  come  next  in  the  proceedings  of 
this  pari,  the  most  remarkable  of  which  are 
these;  "  the  commons  pray,  that  3s.  4d.  laid 
upon  every  sack  of  wool  at  Calais,  and  all 
other  unreasonable  impositions,  may  cease." 
Answer:  "  the  king  willeth  that  unreasonable 
impositions  may  cease."  It  was  also  then 
agreed,  that  the  Staple  being  removed  from 
Calais,  one  should  be  held  at  Melcomb-Regis, 
and  another  at  Ipswich ;  and  that  all  mer- 
chants #iid  others  might  ship  wools  at  Lewes, 
for  their  ease,  or  in  other  places. 

On  the  30th  of  March  1366,  Edw.  held 
ntfaer  paii  at  Westm.  at  the  opening  of 
which,  in  the  painted  chamber,  bp.  JUnghara, 
kL  dkanc.  declared,  in  presence  of  the  lordfs 
and  commons,  the  reasons  why  this  parL  was 
called,  which  in  effect  were  these,  "  that  since 
tfae  king  had  sent  his  eldest  sou,  the  prince  of 
Wahesy  to  govern  the  country  of  Aquitain ;  as 
also,  the  duke  a(  ChUrence,  his  next  son,  to  be 
Iss  Ueot.  in^ Ireland;  Im  chief  care  novrwas 
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how  he  might  govern  his  people  at  home  in 
the  best  manner."  After  which  both  houses 
proceeded  to  nominate  receivers  and  tryers  of 
petidons  as  usual,  and  adjourned  to  the  next 
day,  when  the  chan.  in  the  presence  of  die 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  spoke  again  and 
told  them,  "  that  he  had.  die  day  before  in- 
formed them  in  general^  of  the  occasion  of 
their  meeting,  and  that  now  they  diould  know 
it  more  pardcularly ;  the  king  having  a  matter 
of  great  importance  to  communicate  to  them. 
His  maj.  had  lately  received  notice,  that  the 
pope,  m  consideratbn  of  the  homage  which 
Joirn  k.  of  England,  had  formerly  paid  to  the 
see  of  Rome,  and  of  the  tribute  by  him  grant- 
ed to  the  said  see,  intended  by  process  to 
citb  his  maj.  to  appear  at  his  cour:,  at  Avig- 
non, to  answer  for  his  defaults,  in  not  par^ 
forming  what  the  said  king,  his  predecessor, 
had  so  undeitaken  for  him  and  his  heirs,  kings 
of  Eneland.  Whereupon,  die  king  required 
the  a^ce  of  his  pan,  what  course  he  had 
best  take  if  any  such  pro'^ess  should  come  out 
against  him."  The  bos.  lords  and  commons, 
desired  until  the  following  da^,  to  give  in 
their  answer;  whei),  being  again  assembled, 
after  full  deliberadoOi,  they  declared  as  fol- 
lows, *'  that  neither  luI^;  John  nor  any  other 
king  could  brine  himself,  his  realm  and  people, 
under  such  subjecdon,  without  their  assent ; 
and  if  it  was  done,  it  was  without  consent  of 
pari,  and  contrary  to  his  corooadon  oath ;  that 
lie  was  notoriou^  compelled  to  it  by  the  ne- 
cessity of  his  a£iairs  and  the  inqiiity  of  the 
dmes;  whetefore  the  said  estates  enacted,  that 
in  case  the  pope^shouid  attempt  any  thing  by 
process,  or  any  other  way,  to  constrain  the 
king  and  his  subjects,  to  pciform  what  he  says 
he  Fays  claim  to,  in  this  respect,  they  woiil<j 
resist  and  withstand  him  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power."  This  pari,  condnued  U^^sit  till>bo 
11th  of  May,  when  the  Id.  chanc.  libtcfied  to 
them,  ^  The  marriage  of  the  princess  Isabella 
to  the  lord  Ingelram  de  Coucy,  who  had  a 
large  estate  both  in  France  and  England,  and 
that  it  would  be  for  the  king's  honour  to  crea^ 
him  a  peer  of  this  realm :"  *which  the  lords 
finding  convenient,  readily  agreed  to.  Wliero- 
upon  the  king,  by  his  letters  patent,  created 
him  earl  of  Bedford,  with  a  grant  of  1000 
marks  per  ann.  out  of  the  exchequer,  and  3Q 
marks  more  out  of  the  issues  of  the  county  of 
Bedford,  to  be  paid  by  th^  shenff  of  that 
county. 

On  the  94th  of  Feb.  1368,  the  king  issued 
ont  his  writs,  for  summonii^  %  pari,  to  meet  at 
Westm.  the  1st  of  May  following.  When  beio^ 
met,  dr.  Langham,  then  abp.  of  Canterbury^ 
was  the  king's  prolocutor,  and  declared  to  thv 
ass^bly,  mat  it  was  his  maj  .'s  pleasure  that 
they  should  be  acgourned  for  3  days;  and  at 
the  time  appointed  the  said  abp.  opened  die 
cause  of  their  meeting  to  this  efiect,  **  That 
the  king  yielded  unto  God  Aknisfa^  most 
hearty  tiianks  for  having  given  him  me  victory 
over  all  his  enemies ;  as,  also,  for  tb^  peace- 
able  andfiourisfamg  ooudhion  of  hishwn,  aiid 
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for  the  great  loyalty  of  his  subjects,  and  their 
ronstant  readiness  to  serve  him,  botli  in  body 
aiid  goods ;  all  whicli  biesvinos  he  debired,  as 
much  as  in  him  lay,  to  continue  or  raiKor  to 
increase.  And,  that  he  might  the  better  suo 
-  reed  in  that  Resolution,  ho  had -at  this  tinu: 
called  his  pari,  to  conftr  \n  ith  than  coiicrrniuir 
matters  relatiiig  to  the  premisses."  Then  the 
receivers  and  tryers  of  petitions  were  appoint- 
rd,  which  took  up  all  the  rest  of  that  day. — 
On  the  day  following  being  assembled  again  in 
the  Painted  Chamber,  the  said  abp.  fsirther 
declared  tfie  substance  of  a  treaty  between  tlie 
king's  commissioners  and  David  Bruce,  kint; 
of  Scotland,  who  had  lately  made  this  offer. 
"  That  he  was  wilUng  to  preserve  a  perpetual 
peace  with  England,  provided  he  mip^ht  quietly 
enjoy  the  khijjdom  ot  Scotland,  free  and  dis- 
charged from  all  homage  to  that  crown ;  since 
to  hold  it  othenvise  would,  be  a  constant  re- 
proach to  him  and  his  kingdom."  (Concerning 
which  tenns  of  peace  the  lords  and  commons, 
being  asked  their  advice,  gave  in  their  answers, 
severally,  to  one  and  the  same  effect,  "  That 
they  could  not  ;issent  to  any  such  peace,  upon 
any  account,  without  a  disherison  of  the  king, 
his  heirs  and  crown,  wliich  they  themselves 
w-ere  sworn  to  preserve,  and  tliercfore  must 
advise  him  not  to  hearken  to  any  such  propo- 
sitions." After  which  the  abp.  in  the  king's 
name,  gave  thanks  to  the  estates  in  pari. 
*'  For  their  ready  compliance  in  assisting  the 
king's  wants  by  aids  and  subsidies ;  and  shewed 
them  further  how  at  tliat  time  the  king  htood 
iu  as  great  nec<l  as  ever*of  a  considerable  suj)- 
pl^  to  discharge  his  debts."  Upon  which  the 
lords  and  coumions  granted  the  kin*!,  for  2 
years,  of  every  wool-pack  3ds.  8d.;  for  every 
V2  score  of  fells,  as  much;  and  13  s.  4d.  for 
every  lust  of  skins,  over  mid  above  the  old 
customs.  Then  certain  new  st;itutes  were  pre- 
pared for  the  royal  assent,  and  $oine  old  ones 
were  explained  and  confimied,  which  may  be 
s^en  in  the  printed  stiitutc-books  under  this 
vfear.         ^ 

About  this  time  another  war  witli  France 
scemuig  unavoidable,  tlie  French  king  liaviag, 
by  treaties  and  embassies,  deluded  Edw,  till 
he  had  taken  an  opportunity  to  seize  on  the 
greater  part  of  his  dominions  abroad,  hecaflcd 
a  mirl.  in  order  to  lay  tliis  affair  and  the  jstale 
or, the  nation  before  them.  They  were  sum- 
moned to  meet  at  Westm.  May  27,  13d9 ;  at 
whicli  time  the  king,  prelates,  dukes,  earls, 
\  barons,  knights^  citiaejis  and  burge?ses,  as- 
l  »euibled  in  the  Pointed  Chamber,^  the  cele- 
*  brated  Wnu  of  Wickham,  bp.  of  Winchester, 
then  Id.  chaiic.  being  prolocutor.  This  prelate 
t(>ki  the  a^^sembly,  "  That  the  king,  always,  iu 
his  greatest  affairs  had  used  their  ad\  ice  and 
I  counsel;  in  which  he  ever  found  tlicm  truly 
loyal,  and  for  which  he  thanked  thcjn.  And 
Uuit  not  being  willing  any  thing  should  be  un- 
known to  them,  he  laid  before  tliem  the  peace, 
whith  by  their  advice  he  liad  eoncluded  with 
his  advei-san'  of  France,  some  thne  ago.  The 
conditioMS  of  which  were,  that  by  such  a  day  I 
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he  should  surrender  up  to  him  ceixain  countries 
beyond  seas;  should  pay  unto  him  certaui 
suras  of  mon<*y,  at  stated  tunes ;  and  that  for 
the  future  he  should  never  pretend  to  any  ju- 
risdiction or  sovereignty  orer  Gascoigny  or  its 
neighbouring  parts.  In  consideration  thereof, 
the  EnuUsh  k.  was  to  give  up  the  stile  and  title 
of  the  k.  of  France  for  ever,  which  he  had  ac- 
cordingly done.  But  his  said  adversary  had 
not  only  failed  to  make  dehvery  of  tlie  lands 
and  countries  agreed  upon ;  had  made  no  pay- 
ments of  the  money;  but  had,  also,  smu* 
moned  certain  lords  of  that  country,  under  his 
jurbdiction,  and  even  the  pr.  of  Wales  him- 
self, to  appear  before  him,  on  a  day  prefixed, 
at  Paris,  to  answer  their  appeals,  which  was 
contrary  to  the  form  and  tenor  of  the  peace. 
Besides  all  this,  he  had  sent  a  great  number 
of  men  at  arms,  and  others,  into  Gascoigny; 
and  there  by  force  Jiad  i^en  towns,  ciu>tlcs, 
and  other  places ;  killed  soine  of  the  king's 
liege  people,  taken  otliers  and  imprisoned  them 
in  hopes  of  great  ransoms;  the  same  he  had 
also  done  in  Ponthieu.  That  because  of  tliese 
douigs,  especially  in  the  principality  of  Aqui- 
tain,  against  the  form  of  the  peace,  the  prince 
had  sent  special  messengers  to  inform  the  king 
that  he  had  called  to  him  the  wisest  men  of 
the  said  principality,  and  treated  with,  and 
propounded  to  them,  whether,  by  reason  of 
these  tilings,  his  fatlier  might  not  by  right 
retake  upon  liim  and  use  the  name  of  k.  of 
France."  Who  all  answered  and  ntftriued, 
"  That  the  king  might  do  it  by  right  and  good 
faith."  Upon  which  point  the  abp.  of  Canter- 
bury and  the  other  prelates  were  charged  by 
the  king  to  treat  and  shew  there  best  advice 
and  counsel. — ^The  prehites  took  2  or  3  days  to 
deliberate  upon  this  knotty  case  of  conscience  : 
'*  Wht^her  the  king  wa^  released  from  his  oath 
or  not?"  When  the  whole  assembly  being  agiiiu 
met,  the  abp.  and  bps.  with  one  accord,  an- 
swered, "  That  the  king,  for  the  causes  al>ove- 
said,  might  justly  re-assume  and  use  the  name 
of  k.  of  France  by  right  and  good  conscience." 
To  whicli  sentence,  the  dukes,  earis,  barons, 
knights  and  commons,  unanimously  agreed. 

The  pari,  having  thus  agreed  to  renew  the 
war,  the  next  thing  to  be  Uiought  of  was  tli'e 
sinews  of  it.  Accordingly  the  khig  ordered, 
"  the  sUite  of  the  nation  to  be  laid  before 
them;  and  because  he  should  be  at  great 
charge  to  maintain  his  forces  both  by  sea  and 
land,  wliich  he  could  not  support  without  their 
assistance;  he  requested  them,  therefore,  to 
consult  and  advice  how  it  might  best  be  done 
with  the  least  charge  and  damage  to  his  peo- 
ple." On  whidi,  the  lords,  by  themselves,  and 
the  commons,  of  one  accord,  graated  to  the 
king  a  subsidy  on  wools;  that  is  43s,  4d.  on 
every  sack,  and  on  every  Vi  score  of  wool- 
fells  as  much;  on  every  last  of  leather  4l.  that 
should  be  exported,  besides  the  ancient  cus- 
toms for  3  years,  to  commence  at  Michachuiis 
next.  On  strangei-s  was  laid,  for  every  sack 
of  wool  4  mmks,  and  every  12  score  of  fells 
as  much ;   and  on  every  last  of  Icatlier  tlie 
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same  rate. — Some  other  matters  were  trans- 
acted in  this  pari,  of  less  notice ;  as  that  all 
the  king's  forts,  ports  and  fortresses  should  be 
surveyed,  repaired  aind  edified;  th'at  no  religi- 
ous aliens  should  be  left  in  a  capacity  to  dis- 
cover tlie  secrets  of  the  realm,  as  well  as  all 
their  possessions  to  be  sewed  into  the  king's 
liands ;  that  remedy  may  be  had  a^inst  the 
excessive  price  on  armour,  and  against  the 
unreasonable  demands  of  dealers  m  horses. 
Lastly,  the  king  on  the  12th  of  June  came  to 
the  liouse,  ana  gave  them  thanks,  from  his 
own  moQth,  "  For  the  great  pains  they  had 
taken,  and  the  aid  they  had  given  him ;  «and, 
in  some  sort  of  recompence,  promised  to  all 
(hose  lords,  and  others,  of  whatsoever  degree, 
estate,  condition  or  nation  they  were,  who 
would  maintain  his  cause  and  quarrel  aj^ainst 
his  enetoies  of  France,  that  they  should  hold 
and  enjoy,  for  ever,  all  they  should  there  re- 
cover and  concjuer;  whether  duchies,  earl- 
doms, viscounties,  cities,  to>vns,  castles  or 
lordships,  persoas,  uamcs^  arms  and  honours, 
to  hold  the  said  possessions  of  him,  as  k.  of 
France,  by  the  accustomed  dues  and  services. 
Reserving  only  to  himself  and  his  hebs  all 
demesnes,  royalties,  services,  homages,  dues, 
reports  an<J  sovereignties,  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  France ;  and  excepting  all  church- 
lands,  and  the  lands  of  all  such,  who,  with- 
out force  or  difficulty  would  obey,  adhere  to, 
axid  remain  in  obedience  to  him ;  and  of  their 
own  good-will,  would  assist  hhn  in  his  quarrel 
against  his  said  adversary,  Likewise,  the  kinj; 
commanded  that  not  only  ^11  the  bpj^fshould 
muster  tlieir  own  tenants  and  senants;  but 
that  all  parsons,  vicars.,  monkd,  fryars,  and 
other  religious  persons  of  the  clercy /should  be 
iu  readiness,  in  case  of  an  nivasion,  to  resist 
the  common  enemy.*'  After  which  he  dis- 
solved this  parliament. 

On  the  8th  of  Jan.  1371,  writs  of  summons 
were  issued  out  tor  a  pari,  to  meet  on  the  24th 
of  Feb.  that  year.  Being  all  assembled,  in  the 
painted  Chamber  at  Westm.  the  lord  chan. 
Wickham  opened  the  cause  of  the  summons 
to  be  for  this  purpose,  "  tliat  since  by  tlic  as- 
sent of  the  last  pari,  the  king  did  retake  upon 
him  the  title  of  king  of  France,  because  his 
adversary  had  broke  the  peace,  and  clulued  the 
superionty  over  Aquitam,  which  hu<l  formerly 
belouged  to  his  ikther ;  he  had  for  this  and  se- 
veral other  causes  been  at  groat  expences,  and 
»ent  some  men  of  quality  and  other-*,  to  a 
mighty  nmnber,  to  conquer  and  recover  his 
right.  That  the  king  had  received  news  from 
bis  friends  and  allie?  that  liis  adversary  had 
made  himself  stronger  than  he  had  done  bc- 
torc;  and  ordered  so  ^at  an  army  to  be 
brought  together,  that  in  all  probabiHty  he 
would  be  able  to  get  possession  of  all  his  lands 
anrl  territories  beyond  sea?,  as  well  in  Gas- 
coigny,  as  at  Calais,  Guisnes,  Ponthieu,  and 
otlicr  places.  Further,  that  his  said  adversary 
had  such  a  fleet  ready  as  seemed  sufficient  to 
destroy  the  wiiole  Englisli  navy  ;  and  that  he 
purposed  to  send  Qvc^  sach  a  lund-army  into 


this  kingdom,  as  might  be- equally  able  to  d©n- 
qucr  and  bobjcct  it  to  his  own  poNNcr.  Where- 
fore, the  king  earnestly  desired  the  lords  and 
commons  to  consult  about  these  points;  and 
ad\ise  hini  which  way  the  kingdom  might  be 
safely  guarded,  the  navy  preserved  from  the 
malice  of  his  enemies,  his  lands  beyond  sea 
kept,  the  war  maintained,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  French  effected. 

These  high  njatters  being  thus  laid  before  the 
pari,  many  Ways  and  Means  were  proposed 
tor  raiding  an  aid,  which  were  frothy  debated 
betwixt  the  lords  and  commons.  At  Hist,  in 
consideration  of  the  great  costs  and  churges 
which  the  king  had  been  at,  and  was  to  bear, 
for  the  reasons  givcu,  both  houses  consented, 
.March  28,  to  i^rant  a  subsidy  of  50,000 1.  to  be 
le^  icd  on  every  parish  at  22s.  3d. ;  and  those 
of  greater  value  to  contribute,  by  rate,  to  thos« 
of  less.  The  clergy,  here  also,  granted  the 
king  a  se{mrate  aitlof  50,0001.  more  for  one 
year,  towards  carrj'ing  *m  the  French  war  ;  for 
the  raising  of  which  extraordinary  sum,  from 
that  body,  the  very  chantry-prie>ts  were  ta\ed 
according  to  their  annual  stipends ;  as  like- 
wise all  other  small  benefices  wliich  had  never 
been  taxed  before.  A  great  council  of  the 
estates  sat  at  Winchester  on  the  3tli  day  after' 
Trinity  Sunday  this  year ;  and  wa?,  probably, 
a  committee  appointed  by  this  la>t  parl.  to 
meet  and  settle  the  aforesaid  Tax  on  Parishes. 
The  king,  immediately  on  the  granting  this 
subsidy,  had  sent  out  his  writs  to  the  shcrifji 
of  every  county  in  England,  to  cause,  them  to 
return  to  liim  the  number  of  the  parish-churches 
in  each  shire.  After  which  the  chancellor  ac- 
quainted  this  committee,  "  that  the  nmnber 
of  parishes  in  Fngland  would  not  answer  the 
said  tax  of  50,000  1.  as  might  aj.pear  by  tlie 
certificates  of  all  the  nbp:^.  bps.  imd  sheriffs, 
made  and  returned  into  chancery,  by  the  king*s 
warrant."  These  certificates  were  examined 
by  the  committee,  and  many  treaties  and  con-  . 
ferences  had  upon  the  matter;  at  last,  to 
complete  the  sum  of  50,000  L  the  said  com- 
mittee of  lords  and  commons  granted  out  olf 
e\ery  parish  in  the  kingd<Jm,  the  sum  of  110?. 
die  former  sum  of  22s.  3d.  being  included  ;  ex- 
ce]>t  the  county  of  Chester,  which  was  a 
county  palatine,  and  the  church-lands,  which 
were  taxed  to  a  10th ;  and,  as  before,  parishes . 
of  greater  extent  and  vidue  were  to  be  contri- 
butary  to  the  less.  Stowe  has  preserved  tlie 
list  of  the  several  counties  of  England,  iu 
which  the  number  of  parishes  are  mentioned 
and  their  several  taxations  fixed  ;  which,  siucc 
it  is  the  first  tax  of  that  kind,  t)iat  we  have  yet 
met  with,  well  deserves  our  notice. 

i^hires.  Parishes,         /.       s.     d, 

Bcdfordshn-e,  121    paid  701  16    0 

Berkshire,  15(5  904  16     0 

Buekinghamshu^,     200  1160    0    0 

Cambridgeslure,        172  997  12     O 

Cornwall,  194  1125     4    -0 

Cumberland,  96  '556  16    0 

Derbyshire,  PG  556  16     O 

Devonshire,  U^l  2149  16.   a 
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Shiret,  Faritha, 

Dorsetshire,  237 

Durham,  61 

Eitsex,  400 

Gloucestershire,  254 

Herefordshire,  144 

Hertfordshire,  136 

Huntingtonsbire,  62 

Kent,  393 

Lancashire,  58 

Lincolnshire,  627 

Leicestershire,  209 

London,  110 

Middlesex,.  63 

Norfolk,  806 

Nortiianiptonshire,  303 

Northumberland,  60 

Nottinghamshire,  164 

Oxfordshire,  200 

Rutlandshire,  44 

Shropehiro,    '  114 

Somersetshire,  391 

Southamptonshire,  230 

Staifordshire,  100 

SufR>lk,  515' 

Surrey,  118 

Sussex,  284 

Warwickshire,  183 

Westmoreland,  32 

Wilifihii^,  239 

Worccstersliirie,  139 

Yorkshire,  540 
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I      $.    d.       in  his  ^nsf^er  to  this  petition,  yet  we  find  that 
13r4  12    0        he  thought  of  it  afterwards ;  for  in  a  little  time, 
553  16    0        Wm.  ot  Wickharo,  bp.  of  Winchester,  and  id. 
2259  18    0        chanc.  of  England,  delivered  up  the  great  9eal' 
1473    4    0        to  the  kin^  at  Westm.  which  was  immediately 
834    4    0        ^ven  to  sir  Rob.  Thorp,  one  of  the  king^ 
730  16    0       judges  in  the  law.    At  the  same  time  T]k>: 
535  12    0        JBrentin^ham,  bp.  of  Exeter,    was  removed 
2279    8    0        from  bemg  lord  treasurer ;  and  was  succeeded 
336    8    0       by  Rd.  lonl  Scroop  of  Bolton. 
3636  16    0  Before  the  king  set  out  on  his  last  expedition 

1212    4    0        to  France,  he  leu  his  ^andchild  Richsud,  now 
637    0    0        onlysontothc black pnnce,ayouthscarceseven 
365    8    0        years  old,  guardian  of  the  realm ;  appointing 
3674  16    0        him  a  council  for  the  maaagement  of  all  public 
1757    8    0        afiairs.     On  the  1st  of  Sep.  1372,  writs  ok*  sum* 
348    0    0        mons  were  issued  out,  iu  the  name  of  this  yousj^ 
951    4    0        guardian,  for  a  pari,  to  meet  15  days  after  Mt- 
1160    0    0        chaelmas.    But  before  that  time  Uiekingwatf 
255    4    0        returned  into  England,  so  that  new  writs  were 
661    4    0        sent  out,  dated  at  Winchclsea,  the  6th  of  Oct. 
2267  16    0       .by  which  he  adjourned  the  said  pari,  to  the  3d 
1334    0    0        of  Nov.  following,     i  he  lords  and  commons 
5B0    0    0        being  assembled   in  the    white   chamber   at 
2926    0    0        Westm.  on  the  day  appointed,  sir  Hy.  Bryali 
684    8    0        acquainted  them,  ^  1  hat  the  prince  of  Wales, 
1647    4    0        having  by  a  grant  from  his  fiuher  enjoyed 
1061    8    0        Guienne,  he  had  often  by  letters,  ^c.  signified 
185  12    0        to  the  king,  that  the  revenues  and  profits,  ari». 
1386    4    0        ing  from  tliat  principality,  did  not,  nor  could 
806    4    0        suffice  to  maintain  him  and  support  the  govt. 
3071  12    0        and  wars  against  die  French  their  enemies, 
and  other  necessary  cliarges,  without  a  great  ^ 
assistance  from  the  king;  and  that  the  prince 
h{ivin^made  these  things  appear  to  die  king 
and  council,  when  first  he  came  into  England, 
had  therefore  surrendered  into  the  king's  bands 
the  said  principaht^v  and  all  he  coiud  claim 
there  by  virtue  of  his  grant,  in  the  presence  of  ■ 
the  king  and  lords  of  his  council.'^    The  next  ^ 
day  the  said  sir  Henry,  in  the  same  place,  and 
before  the  said  .assembly,  more  expressly  de-^ 
clared  the  cause  of  their  summons  to  this 
effect;  '^  That  the  king,  by  advice  of  his  pari, 
had  ordered  several  commanders  of  note  to  so 
over,  some  into  Gascoignyuid  others  to  Calais, 
to  oppose  the  designs  of  nis  enetnies,  and  to 
make  war  upon  them  by  all  the  ways  thej 
could :  but,  that  afterwards,  upon  the  sudden 
news  that  came  to  the  king  of  th^r  march,  he' 
went  himself  to  sea  tvith  the  rest  of  his  forces ; 
yet  by  reason  of  the  wmds  being  contrary,  and  > 
other  unavoidable  accidents,  he  was  forced  u> 
return  without  doing  any  thing.  "  That,  after 
having  summoned  this  present  pari,  he  acU 
joumed  the  same,  in  order  that  the  lords*  who* 
were  with  him  at  sea  might  be  also  there,'  that 
bjr  the  good  advice  and  council  of  them  all  lie 
might  do  the  best  he  could  for  the  safety  of  the' 
nation ;  and  resist  and  oppose  the  malice  of 
his  enemies,  who  had  made  themselves,  hy 
land  and  sea,  much  str^uiger  than  ei-er  thoy 
wore  before.    He  desired  therefoie  the  prince^ 
prelates,  dukes,  earls,  barons  and  commons, 
on  the  king's  behalf^  that  thejf  would  consult 
about  this  matter,  arid  give  mm  such  coondl 
and  vid,  at  shouki  sma  to  them  most  profile 


The  sum,  says  Stowc,  of  all  the  shires  in 
Xngland,  without  the  city  of  London,  and  the 
bishoprick  of  Durham  be  37,  and  of  parish 
churches  8600,  and  all  the  money  amounted 
unto  50,1811.  8s.  &c.  Of  the  which  was 
'i^ithdra^^n  181 1.  8s.  by  the  reason  diat  pa- 
rishes in  the  county  of  Suffolk  paid  but 
1128.  7d.  And  the  parishes  in  the  county  of 
Bevonsliiro  paid  but  1128.  lOd.  for  their  great 
poverty,  and  so  was  the  king  answered  50,0001. 

The  Petidons  of  the  Conunons,  which  wene 
not  answered  in  the  preceding  pari,  were  an- 
answered  at  this  coimcil.  Amongst  which  the 
folldwing  is  very  remarkable : — **  Fop  that  it 
bad  beea  declared  to  the  king  in  the  late  pari, 
by  all  the  earls,  barons  and  commons  of  Eng- 
land, '  That  the  govt,  of  the  kingdom  had  for 
m  Ions  dme  been  mana^^  by  men  of  the 
cHurcn,  whereby  many  mischiefs  and  damages 
had  happened  in  dme  heretofore,  to  the  dishe- 
rison ot'tfie  crown,  and  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  the  kingdom :'  that  it  would  merefore  please 
the  king,  diat  laymen  of  sufficient  abilides,  and 
no  odiers,  might  for  the  future  be  made  chanc. 
treasurer,  clerk  of  the  privy  seal,  barons  of 
the  cxcheauer,  comptroUer,  or  other  great  of- 
ficers, and  governors  of  the  kingdom;  and 
that  this  matter  might  be  so  established,  tiiat 
it  should  never  be  defeated,  or  any  thing  done 
to  the  contrary  in  time  to  come,  saving  to  the 
Jdng  the  removal  and  choice  of  such  oihcers, 
yet  so  as  they  should  be  laymen.'  The  king's 
ftDBwer  was,  *'  He  would  do  in  this  point  what 
aeemed  best  to  him  by  advice  of  his  council.'' 
Tbougli  the  king  was,  as  usual^  vfity  conciic 
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able  to  die  natbii,  and  sufiioieiit  to  reduce  the 
power  of  his  eaemies.?  The  pribce,  aod  all 
the  rest  of  the  estates,  coosideriog  the  peat 
expeQce  the.  king  was  to  be  at  for  the  defence 
of  the  nadoo,  and  maintaiuii^  the  war  against 
his  enemies,  granted  him  the  former  sub^ies 
on  wool,  leatbsr  ^d  wool-fells,  lor  2  years 
longer,  to  begm  at  M|chaehnas  last  post,  viz. 
Of  every  sack  of  wool  that  was  shipped  oat  of 
JEngland,  21.  3s.  4d.  of  every  Ig"  score  of  woolr 
fells  as  much;  of  ^very  last  of  leather  4l.  of 
denizens,  besides  fee  old  custom :  of  foreigners 
4  marks  on  every  fiUjk  besides  the  old  custom ; 
as  much  on  every  12  siqre  qf  wool^fells,  and 
4H.  ^.  8d.  on  every  last  of  leather.  But, 
wjhereas  the  said  ^ubstdy  ^c)  oistom  so  granted 
could  not  be  sufficient  for  the  great  expence 
&nd  charge  the  king  was  to  be  at,  for  t^te  causes 
aforesaid;  the  siiid  estates  granted  a  15th  for 
one  year,  to  be  levied  as  the  last.  Tben  on  the 
S3d  of  Nov.  Uife  said  lords  and  commons  again 
assembled  in  the  white  chamber,  when  the 
fhant.  declared  to  the  king,  «  How  kind  the 
pari,  had  been  to  him  in  granting  him  the  said 
subsidies  and  15th,*'  who  very  hwutily  thanked 
tliem  for  their  great  aid :  and  then  the'peti- 
tions  of  the  cdmmons  were  read  and  answered 
according  to  custom.  After  which^  the  knights 
of  shires  nad  leave  to  depart,  and  sue  out  writs 
for  their  n-ages  and  expences,  but  the  citizens 
and  burgesses  Were  commanded  to  stay. 
Whereupon,  they  being  again  aesembled  the 
same  day  before  the'  prince,  prelates,  and 
lords,  giunted  for  t^e  seie  convoying  of  their 
ships  and  goods,  a  custom  of  2s.  on  every  tun 
6f  wine,  imported  or  exported  out  of  the  King- 
dom, and  6d.  in  the  pomid  on  all  their  goods 
of  Merchandize  for  one  year.  See  Rot.  Pari. 
46.  Ed.  m.    N.  1.  2.  3.  9. 

On  the  21st  of  Nov.  1873,  another  pari, 
roct  by  sommons  at  Westm.  In  the  writs  to 
ihe  rihei^iffit  trere  these  unusual  clauses,  viz. 
«  To  (^use  to  be  chosen  two  dubbed  knights,  or 
the  most  worthy,  honest,  and  discreet  esquires 
of  that  cdunty,  the  mo^t  expert  m  feats  of 
arms,  and  no  others ;  and  of  every  city  two 
iCitizens;  c^  fcve^  borou|^  two  burgesse%  dis- 
creet and  sufficient,  and  such  who  had  the 
greatest  skill  in  shipping  and  merchandizing.'' 
•—The  king,  ptince,  prelates,  earls,  barons, 
great  men  and  commons,  being  assembled  in 
tiie  Painted  Cluunber,  sir  John  Knivet,  then 
Id.  chalkc.  declared  the  cause  of  the  summons, 
teUing  the  lords  and  commons,  '<  They  knew 
P^tcry  well  that  after  the  peace  between  the  king 
/  and  his  adversaries  of  France,  had  been  ap- 
/  parently  broken  by  there,  the  king  had  man^ 
*  times 'Sent  great  armies  abroad  to  recover  his 
ri^ts,  and  to  resti^ain  the  malice  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  and,  lately,  had  sent  his  son,  the  k.  of 
Castile  and  Leon  and  d.  of  Lancaster,  wiUi 
many  lords  and  others,  to  oppose  the  attempts 
of  the  Frencli,  who  by  tiieir  good  and  noble 
<eonduct,  and  feats  of  arms,  had  done  great 
jdamagcs  and  destruction  to  his  adversaries,  as 
<ihey  well  knew;  to  the  410  small  honour  of  the 
Jtii^,  and  the  peace  and  tranquillity  cdf  the 


kingdom.  That  besides  the  sum  granted  by 
the  last  pfurL  to  the  king  in  aid  of  these  wars, 
great  and  heavy  as  it  was  upon  the  people,  lie 
had  expended  a  great  sum  of  his  own  more 
than  that  subsidy.  Further,  the  lords  and 
others  who  had  veutm*cd  Uicir  lives  and  for- 
tunes to  defend  them  from  their  enemies,  ought 
to  be  well  refreshed  and  comforted  with  i^^tce 
and  aid,  and  that  with  as  much  speed  as  pos- 
sible, as  was  well  known  to  many  of  this  as- 
sembly who  bad  been  in  the  same  conditioa 
themselves:  also,  that  their  enemy  of  France 
made  himself  as  strong  as  he  could,  not  only 
by  his  own  people  and  allies,  but  by  strangers 
of  different  countries,  and  by  all  the  ways  he 
was  able,  both  by  land  and  sea.  Wherefore 
tlie  king  charged  and  besought  them,  consider- 
ing tlie  dangers  that  might  happen  to  the  king- 
dom for  these  causes,  tlmt  they  would  speediJy 
consult  upoif  the  matter,  and  give  the  king  suca 
advice  as  might  be  for  the  safety  of  him,  the 
nation,  and  themselves.  Lastly,  the  king  told 
them  by  him,  that  this  business  required  a  verv 
speedy  dispatch ;  and  that  he  desired  that  aU 
manner  of  petitions,  and  other  particular  af- 
foirs,  might  be  postponed  until  this  had  a  good 
issue."  After  which,  he  commanded  the  com- 
mons to  consider  and  give  their  advice,  upoa 
the  points  fli)Ove8aid;  telling  jthem,  they  ought 
depart  for  that  day,  and  come  again  in  the 
morning. 

Eturing  this  consultation  a  committee  of 
commons  was  sent  to  the  'lords,  to  desire  thev 
might  have  some  bps,  earis  and  baronis,  with 
wlK>m  they  might  confer,  for  the  better  issue 
of  the  matter  enjoined  tliem.  They  named 
tlie  bps.  of  London,  Winchester,  and  Bath  and 
Wells,  the  earis  of  Armidele,  March  and  Sa-  ' 
lisbnry,  and  the  lords  Guy  Brian  and  H.  la 
Scroop ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  go 
to  the  couunons,  and  treaJt'with  them  in  the 
chamberiain's  chamber.  '  This  consultation 
lasted  till  the  29th  of  Nov. ;  on  which  day 
the  king,  bps.  lords  and  cominons  being  agaia 
assembled,  in  the  White-«Chamher,  the  ctnn- 
mons  delivered  to  the  king  a  schedule,  contain^ 
ing  an  aid  granted,  which  was  read,  beginninfp 
thus,  <<  The  lords  and  commons  of  England 
have  granted  to  the  king,  in  this  present  parL 
a  15th  Ac."  the  substance  of  which  grant  was 
2 15ths  to  t»e  levied  in  2  years ;  and  if  the  war 
ended  the  1st  year,  the  2d  15th  not  to  be  paid. 
Also,  6d.  upon  every  pound  value  of  merchan- 
dize going  out  of  die  kingdom,  except  upon 
wool,  leather,  wool-fells,  and  wine ;  of  eveiy" 
tun  of  wine  2s.  for  2  years,  on  the  same  con^- 
dition  ;  likewise  the  subsidy  on  wool  to  be  re- 
ceived after  Michaelmas,  without  condition  for 
the  1st  year,  but  under  the  same  condition  for 
the  2d.  These  subsidies  were  granted  on  pro- 
viso, that  no  other  charge  or  imposition  should 
be  laid  upon  the  people  for  thcJse  2  years. 
Lastly,  the  commons  prayed,  that  what  was 
granted  might  be  spent  in  maintaining  the 
wars;  and  that  no  '  knights  of  shires  or  esqrs. 
citizens  or  burgesses,  returned  for  this  par- 
liament, might  be  collectoi^  for  tliis  tax.'-~See 
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Rot.  Pari.    47Edw.Iir.  No.  4,  5.    Cotton's 
Abridg.  p.  116. 

This  schedule  beirii;  delivered  to  the  king  was 
read  before  him,  utcer  which  th^  commons  re- 
quested an  unswer  to  their  Petitions,  which  was 
promLsed";  the  chief  whereof  \%ere  these: — 
JP.  That  the  great  charter  and  charters  of  th6 
forest  be  kept.  A.  It  pleaseth  the  kint;. — 
P.  That  the  city  of  London,  and  all  other  cities 
.uud  towns  may  enjoy  tlieir  liberti^,  any  su- 
tute  notwithstanding.  A.  Let  any  shew  the 
breaches  in  particular,  and  tliey  shall  be  an- 
swered.— P.  That  the  Staple  ie  kept  in  Ca- 
lais, and  no  patent  or  prniit  be  mode  to  the 
,  contrary.  A.  The  king  will  appoint  the  staple 
as  to  llim  and  his  council  shall  seem  Best. — 
P.  Certain  counties  there  named  do  pray,  that 
for  their  easier  carriage  of  wools,  a  Staple  may 
be  at  Lynn.  A.  The  kinvr  granteth  thereto,  so 
that  still  the  Staple  at  Yarmouth  shall  conti- 
nue.— P.  That  as  for  the  tythe  of  wood  above 
20  years  growth,  it  may  b«  enacted,  that  no 
tythe  shidl  be  due,  and  that  in  all  such  cases  a 
liroliibition  may  be  granted.  A.  Sucli  prohi- 
bition sliall  be  panted,  as  hath  heretofore  been 
used. — P.  That  remedy  may  be  had  against 
the  chirographer,  because  he  wilt  not  engross 
luiy  hnc  within  the  term,  until  the  foot  of  tlie 
iiiic  be  fretted,  unless  he  may  have  3s.  4d.  or 
4s.  more  than  his  due  fee  ot  4s.  A.  Let  the 
aggrieved  come  to  tlie  cummon-pleas  and  he 
Miall  have  ric;hu — P.  That  the  Statute  of  La- 
bourera  may  b«  executed  4  times  in  the  year, 
and  that  the  justices  nmy  be  removed  for  not 
doing  tiicir  duty.  A.  The  kinp  granteth  there- 
to.— P.  Thai  vilienage  may  be  oidy  tri«d  whore 
it  is  laid,  and  no  where  rl>e.  A.  The  kin^  | 
mi'aneth  not  to  alter  the  law  as  to  this  point.  ' 
— P.  1  hat  masters  of  t-hipt,  shall  be  paid  their 
wa^ca  for  them  aiKl  their  mai'iners,  from  the 
day  of  their  being  appointed  to  serve  the  king. 
A.  The  taking  up  ol*  ships  shall  not  be  but 
upon  necessity,  and  the  payment  shall  be  rea- 
sonable as  heretofore. — ^P.  The  said  masters  of 
ships  request,  that  they  may  have  allowance 
for  the  tackling  of  then*  ships  worn  out  in  the 
king's- service.  A.  Such  allowance  hath  not 
been  made  heiietofore. — P.  The  commons  rc- 
que^  remedy  against  the  provbions  of  the 
pope,  whereby  he  reaps  the  first  fruits  of  ec- 
clesiastical dignities ;  the  treasure  of  the  reahn 
being  thereby  conveyed  away,  which  they  can- 
not bear.  A.  The  king  hath  already  honour- 
able ambassadors  at  the  court  of  Kome,  touch- 
ing these  grievances,  before  whose  return  he 
cannot  well  answer  as  to  that  point. — P.  The 
burgesses  of  6ri«>tol  in  this  pari,  require,  that 
the  said  town,  with  the  suburbs  thereof,  may  be 
a  county  of  itself;  and  that  the  perambulation 
of  the  smne,  with  the  bounds  thereof  returned 
into  tlie  chancery,  with  all  the  liberties  and 
charters  thereto  granted,  may  be  confirmed  by 
act  of  pari.  A.  The  king  is  content  to  grant, 
that  the  charters,  liberties  and  perambulation 
atbrehaid  nmy  be  confirmed  under  the  great 
seal. — P.  That  remedy  may  be  had,  that  men 
be  not  called  into  ;b?  exchequer  upon  iugqei- 


tion  without  process,  contrary  to  the  statute 
made  in  the  42d  oi'  the  king.  A.  Let  any 
particidar  man  complain  and  he  shall  find 
remedy. 

After  this,  we  meet  with  no  pari,  for  near 
4  years;  when  a  truce,  and  treaty  of  peace 
upon  it,  obliged  the  king  to  call  one,  to  have 
their  advice  on  several  important  aft'airs.  The 
writs  of  summons  were  dated  Sept.  20th,  to 
meet  on  tlie  12th  Feb.  followmj;.  But  by  other 
writs  dated  Jan.  20th,  the  king  thought  fit  to  \ 
prorogue  this  pari,  to  the  latter  end  of  April,  ; 
1376;  at  which  time  it  met  in  tf\c  painted  j 
chamber,  before  the  king,  where  sir  John 
Knivet  lord  chanc.  opened  the  sessions ;  which 
he  dechutni  was  for  tlie  causes  followiiK;; 
**  The  first,  and  principal,  was  to  advise  about 
the  good  government  and  peace  of  the  realm. 
For  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  king  as  well  \ 
by  sea  as  land.  To  take  order  for  the  main-  \ 
tenmice  of  the  war  with  France,  and  clso^ 
where;  and  how  awl  in  what  manner  it  miclit 
he  done,  for  the  best  profit,  quickest  dispatch, 
and  greatest  honour  of  the  king  and  kingdom." 
He  then  expressly  told  them,  that  what  the 
king  had  hitherto  done  was  always  with  their 
advice  and  assistance,  for  which  his  maj.  en- 
tirely thanked  them;  and  desired  that  they 
would  diligently  consult  about  these  mat- 
ters, the  prelates  and  lords  by  themselves,  ami 
the  commons  by  themselves^  and  give  in  their 
answers  as  soon  as  tliey  conveniently  could. 

The  commons,  upon  tliis,  went  to  their 
wonted  place,  th^  Chapter-house  of  the  abbey 
of  Westm.  the  prelates  and  lords  went,  also, 
by  themselves,  and  there  were  assigned  a  com- 
rnirtee  of  lords  to  ^o  to  the  commons,  to  treat 
nnd  confer  about  the  king's  declaration.  The 
lords  who  were  of  this  committee,  were  the 
bp?.  of  l^ndon,  CarUsle,  and  st.  David's ;  the 
earls  of  March,  Warwich,  StaSbrd,  and  Suf- 
folk ;  the  lords  Peircy,  sir  Guy  de  Brian,  sir 
Hy.  leScrope  and  sir  Rd.  Stafford;  who  after 
due  consultation  with  the  commons,  agreed 
upon  a  grunt  for  a  subsidy,  tlie  preamble  to 
which  ran  as  follows ; 

**  The  lords  and  commons  assembled  in  pail, 
having  consideration  of  the  very  great  chaises 
and  cxpcnces  the  kme  hath,  mul  must  be  at, 
for  th#  maintaining  of  his  wars,  and  his  noble 
estate ;  grant  him  the  subsidy  of  wool,  leather 
and  wool-fells,  as  it  was  granted  him  in  the 
parU  holden  at  VVestra.  m  the  4Tth  of  his 
reign,  firom  the  feast  of  st,  Michael  next 
coming,  when  the  subsidy  then  granted  ended, 
to  the  end  of  3  years :  and  the  commons  hum- 
bly pray  the  kmg  to  excuse  them,  that  they 
have  given  him  no  other  subsidy  or  aid  for  hb 
wars,  for  that  they  were  brought  so  low,  and 
so  disabled  by  the  pestilence,  the  murrain 
among  their  beasts,  and  destruction  of  their 
grain  and  other  fruits  by  bad  weather,  that 
they  could  not  do  more  at  present ;  but  pro^ 
mised  if  any  extraordinary  case  should  happen, 
tliey  would  aid  him  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  as  they  had  done  before,  beyond  all  tha 
commons  of  the  worid,  to  their  licge-lord," 
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After  tJiis,  tlie  commons,  considering  the 
great  injury  the  nation  had  sustained  by  this 
long  and  expensive  war,  represented  to  the 
fcing  and  lords,  in  this  parh  "  That  it  would 
be  lor  his  honour  and  protit,  as,  aI=;o,  that  oi 
the  wlioie  rcnhn,  which  was  grieved  in  divers 
manners  bv  many  adversaries,  by  the  wars  in 
France,  Spain,  Ireland,  Britainy  and  else- 
where; that  the  kind's  council  may  be  aug- 
mented with  some  lords,  prelates,  and  others, 
to  tlic  number  of  10  or  12,  who  should  be  con- 
tinually near  the  king ;  so  as  no  great  business 
might  pas5,  witliout  the  advice  and  assent  of  (J, 
or  4  of  theiji  at  least,  as  the  ca^e  required." 
To  this  request  the  king  provided,  always,  that 
the  chan.  treasurer,  and  privy-seal,  roiijht  exe- 
cute their  oliices,  without  the  presence  of  any 
of  the  said  counsellors ;  whom  the  king  was  to 
assign,  from  time  to  time,  of  such  as  he  pleased, 
who  were  to  be  sworn  to  keep  tliis  Ordinance, 
to  do  right  to  every  one  according  to  their 
power,  without  receiving  any  reward  for  so 
doing,  'llie  rest  of  tlie  king's  officers  were, 
also,  to  be  sworn  to  receive  no  giftb,  fees  or 
rewards,  other  than  their  salaries,  liveries,  and 
travelUng  charges.  , 

The  coinmons  then  made  Protestation, 
**  lliat  they  now  were  and  always  have  been, 
and  will  be  ready  to  aid  the  king  with  their  bo- 
dies and  goods,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power ; 
yet  if  the  king  had  always  had  about  him  loyal 
counsellors  and  good  otlicers,  he  had  been  now 
rich  in  treasure,  so  that  he  should  not  have 
needed  so  much  to  have  charged  his  i^uhjccts 
with  so  great  subsidies,  or  taillages,  considering 
the  vast  sums  of  gold  which  werfe  brought  into 
the  kingdom  for  the  ransom  of  the  kings  of 
France  and  Scotland,  and  other  prisoners.''  It 
further  seemed  to  them,  "  That  for  the  par- 
ticidar  profit  and  advantage  of  some  private 
persons  about  the  king,  and  their  confecferates, 
the  realm  was  much  impoverished,  and  many 
of  the  merchants  undone;  wherefore  they 
thouij;lit  it  very  profitable  to  the  kin^  and  his 
whole  kingdom,  to  have  all  these  things  dnly 
amended,  so  soon  as  might  be."  And  farther 
the  conunons  promised  tlie  king,  "  That  if  he 
would  do  justice  and  speedy  execution,  upon 
such  as  should  be  found  culpable,  and  proceed 
with  thcin  as  law  and  reason  required,  they 
would  undertake  he  should  be  so  rich  as  to  be 
able  to  maintain  his  wars,  and  support  his 
other  aiTairs  f  jr  a  long  time,  without  any  great 
charge  to  the  connnons.'*  They  tJicn  |>ro- 
poundcd  3  e^^pcciul  points  to  be  enquired  mto 
and  amended  :  1st.  "  Whereas  tlic  staple  of 
wool,  and  other  staple  mercliandises  and  bul- 
lion, was  lately  ordained  in  pari,  to  be  at  Ca- 
lais, and  no  w  here  else,  for  the  great  profit  of 
tlie  king  and  kingdom,  the  advantage  and 
amendment  of  tlie  town,  for  the  concourse  of 
merchants,  and  their  continual  residence  there ; 
the  said  staple,  bullion  and  trade  was  removed 
from  thence,  and  hkc  to  be  lost  by-  tlie  pro- 
curement and  council  of  the  said  particular 
persons  about  the  king,  and  their  confederates, 
fur  their  own  protit,  to  the  great  dainngc  and 


prejudice  of  the  king  and  his  reahn,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  town  of  Calais.  2nd, 
Whereas  the  king  had  need  of  divers  sums  of 
money  f  »r  his  wars  and  otherwise  ;  some  per- 
sons by  consent  and  contrivajice  of  tlie  said 
pai'ticular  persons  about  hun,  made  agreement 
tor  divers  sums  to  the  use  oF  tite  king  upou 
n>ury,  taking  more  from  him  for  inlercist  tnan 
they  bargained  for,  to  the  deceit  aiid  grievous 
damage  of  the  king.  Srd.  Whereas  the  king 
was  debtor  to  divers  people  upon  record  iu 
great  sums,  several  had  by  jissent  and  con- 
triv  imce  of  the  said  persons  bargained  with 
his  creditors  for  the  lOtn,  i20th,  or  lOOth  penny; 
and  procured  the  king  to  pay  the  whole  debt, 
in  deceit  of  the  king  and  his  creditors,  for  the 
particular  pro6t  of  themselves  and  confede- 
rates." Upon  these  articles  several  were  im- 
peached by  the  commons ;  as  Rd.  Lyon,  mer- 
chant of  London  and  farmer  of  the  king's  sub- 
sidy, and  tlie  lord  Latimer  Ids  confederate, 
who  were  imprisoned,  ai)d  disfranchised,  and 
rendered  incapable  of  bearing  any  othce  under 
the  king,  or  to  approach  his  council  or  court, 
besides  their  goods  and  chatu-ls  being  seized 
into  the  king's  hands.     The  commons  farther 

{jctitioned,  "  That  justices  of  the  peace  might; 
)e  named  in  every  county  by  the  lords  and 
knights  of  the  said  county  in  pari,  and  sworn 
before  the  king's  council,  anu  not  to  be  re- 
moved without  consent  of  pari,  and  that  thcv 
might  be  allowed  wages."  The  king's  answeV 
was,  "  They  sho'ild  be  named  by  him  and  his 
continual  counril ;  and  as  to  wages,  he  would 
coiisider  of  it." 

About  this  time,  Alice  Peirce,  the  king's  mis- 
tresj,  had  such  an  ascendancy  over  liim,  that 
she  had  the  assurance  not  only  to  intenneddle 
witli  public  affairs;  but  also  to  appear  and  sit 
in  the  courts  of  judicature,  both'  civil  and  ec- 
clesiasticcd,  and  publicly  defend  those  causes 
she  had  undertaken  to  promote :  and  /there- 
fore for  the  great  scandal  and  reproach  it  cast 
upon  the  king  and  his  govt,  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, the  roinmons  had  particularly  petitioned 
for  her  removal  from  the  king's  person :  though 
it  seems  t>«is  petition  had  no  great  effect,  for 
not  long  after  ti;e  dissolution  of  this  pari,  she  was 
again  restored  to  tiie  king's  favour,  and  to  that 
degree,  as  to  be  revenged  ugon  her  enemies ; 
for  she  procured  sir  Peter  de  la  Mare  to  be 
committed  close  ^)ii.soncr  to  Nottingham  castle,' 
where  he  lay  tul  the  beginni^ig  of  the  next 
reign ;  and  that  for  no  other  reason,  but  be- 
cause he  had  spoken  too  freely  against  tliis 
Alice  Tierce  in  the  late  pari. 

The  kin^  issued  out  writs  for  a  pm-I.  to  meet 
the  27th  of  Jan.  1377,  at  Westm.  But  Edw. 
was  then  so  old  and  intirm,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  appear ;  and  a  commission  was  granted  to 
Kd.  prince  ef  Wales,  who  was  then  about  10 
years  of  age,  to  hold  the  pari,  in  his  stead. 
At  the  day  of  liicir  meeting,  in  the  painted 
chamber,  the  young  pnnce  sitting  in  the 
king's  own  seat,  dr.  Ilouchtou,  bp.  of  st.  Da-  . 
vid's,  Id.  chanc.  made  a  spoe«  h  to  the  ai^emblv, 
in  the  aiiturc  of  a  "je.-iiiOii,  uj'uii  llii"?  trxt ;  "  Ye 
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fufier  fbob  gladly,  seeing  that  ye  yourselves 
are  wise.^  The  application  he  miule  of  his 
iubject  was,  tlmt,  "  They  hcing  wise  desired 
to  hear  him  who  was  the  contrary."  He  pro- 
ceeded with  scripture,  and  said,  "  That  as  a 
messenger  who  bnngeth  joyful  tidings  is  wel- 
come, so  ought  he  to  be  now,  since  he  brought 
them  the  joyful  news  of  the  king's  happy  re- 
covery from  a  dangerous  sickness."  From 
hence  he  took  occasion  to  argue.  That  God 
loved'  the  king  and  the  realm;  the  king  be- 
caiise,  quos  dUigU  ca$tigaty  whom  the  lord 
loveth  he  chastencth ;  and  further,  from  that 
of  the  psalmist.  Uxor  tua  ticut  vitU  abundam 
m  lateribus,  thy  wife  shall  he  as  the  fruitful 
▼ine,  &c.  and  from  thence  he  shewed  that  no 
christian  prince  could  be  so  happy;  which 
happiness  he  exa^rated  firom  another  quota- 
tion, ut  videos  filioi  filiorutn^  thou  shalt  sec  thy 
children's  cliil^ren,  which  the  king  now  had 
the  pleasure  to  see.  That  God  loved  the 
realm  he  proved  from  the  recovery  of  so  re- 
nowned a  prince ;  the  said  recovery  happening 
in  the  15th  year  of  his  reipi ;  the  year  of  Ju- 
bilee, the  year  of  joy  for  Ins  said  recovery ;  of 
ioy,  because  he  would  tliereby  impart  unto 
his  subjects  blessings,  as  well  spiritual  as  tem- 
poral, all  bodily  comforts.  Then  fipoin  a  simi- 
ittude,  that  although  the  head  be  sound,  if 
some  particular  member  of  the  body  be  dis- 
eased, the  same  infected  part  can  receive  no 
Tirtue,  benefit,  or  remedy  from  the  head ;  so 
he  inferred  that  the  king  being  now  the  sound 
head,  and  willing  to  shew  grace  and  favour  to 
his  subjects,  they  ought  to  qualify  themselves 
arHght  by  approving  their  loyalty  sound  and 
uncorrupted ;  and  therefore  he  persuaded  such, 
as  would  be  partakers  thereof,  to  conform 
themselves,  by  having  love  and  charity,  with- 
out which,  he  provcj,  by  st.  Paul,  nothing 
would  avaiL*'  Afler  the  prelate  had  thus 
preached  up  loyalty  to  the  whole  audience,  he 
addressed  himself,  particularly,  to  the  lords, 
and  told  them,  '^  what  reason  they  had  to 
think  the  king  loved  them  dearly, since  amongst 
other  gracious  tokens  of  his  goodwill,  he  had, 
upon  their  reoucsts,  since  the  last  pari,  ad- 
vanced the  lora  Richard,  there  present,  to  be 
prince  of  Wales.  Then  he  proceeded  to  shew 
what  cause  they  had  to  chensh  the  said  prince, 
by  ofierine  unto  him,  as  the  wise  men  did  to 
Christ,  all  honour,  by  presenting  him  gold,  in 
token  of  riches  and  renown,  and^Myrrh  in  to- 
ken of  his  honourable  sceptre ;  since  even  the 
Pagans  were  used  to  throw  abroad  money  at 
the  approach  of  any  of  their  princes."  He  in- 
sisted, "  That  the  said  prince  should,  without 
all  rancour,  be  embraced  with  their  hands  and 
hearts,  even  as  Simeon  embraced  Christ,  be- 
cause their  eyes  had  now  seen  that  w  hich  their 
hearts  had  mu(fh  bn^  for ;  that  they  ought 
to  obey  him  as  the  vicar  and  legate  cif  God, 
that  they  might  see  the  true  peace  of  Israel, 
viz.  here  in  lilngland,  the  inhentance  of  God ; 
of  which  many  victories  had  assured  him  tliere 
was  no  small  hope."  Lastly,  he  declared  the 
CJHise  of  summoniDg  this  present  pari,  to  be. 


^  For  that  the  French  king,  under  colour  of 
the  tmce,  granted  by  the  Bog  at  the  media- 
tion of  the  pope,-  yet  enduring,  had  allied  him* 
self  both  to  the  Spaniardi  andScots,  the  king^s 
enemies,  and'haa  prepared  great  quantities  of 
arms  and  powerfril  armies,  Uiereby  conspiring 
to  blot  out.  the  Eliglish  tongue  and  name  from 
under  heaven.    In  which  case  the  king  re- 
ouired  their  faithful  council,  and  he  prayed 
niem  to  consult  together  for  that  purpose,  tnat  , 
the  king  might  have  their  answer  as  soon  as  ^ 
possible.    See  Cotton's  Abridgment,  51.  Bdw.  > 
IH.  144,  &c. 

Afier  the  Id.  chanc.  had  ended  his  hanmj^e, 
he  was  seconded  by  sir  Rob.  Ashton,  the  kmg's 
chamberlain,  and  ford  IKgh  treasurer  of  £ng^ 
land,  who  said,   ^  That  he  had  a  particular 
charge  to  move  to  them  from  the  king,  for  the 
profit  of  the  realm ;  that  because  divers  usui^ 
pations  were  by  the  see  of  Rome  made  upon 
the  king^  his  crown  and  realm,  as  by  particular 
bill  in  this  pari,  should  be  declared,  he  required 
them  to  seek  redress.    Yet  the  king  at  the 
same  time  protested,  that  he  was  ready  to  da 
all  that  he  ought,  to  satis^  his  holiness  about 
it."    The  commons  were  then  desired  to  repair'  ^ 
to  the  chapter-house  of  Westm.  abbey,  there  ) 
to  treat  and  advise  how  a  fitting  resistance ' 
might  be  made  against  the  enemies  of  the  na* 
tion,  for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom;  and  how 
money  might  be  most  speedily  raised  with  the 
least  grievance  of  the  people.    Certain  lords,  1 
as  before,  were  also  named,  from  time  to  time,  J 
to  confer  with  the  coimraons,  for  their  better 
direction  and  information. 

The  result  of  these  consultationsr  was,  that 
to  maintain  the  king's  wars,  and  the  great 
charge  he  would  be  at  for  them,  and  the  neces* 
sary  defence  of  the  kingdom,  the  lords  and ' 
commons  granted  hini  4d.  by  way  of  poll  from 
every  person,  of  the  kingdom,  male  and  female, 
above  14  years  of  a^e,  except  mere  beggars ; 
and  most  humbly  prayed  their  liege  lord, 
"  That  he  would  please  to  excuse  them  that 
.they  could  grant  him  no  greater  subsidy,  be- 
ing most  willing  to  have  done  it ;  but  that  they 
were  so  impoverished  of  late  by  great  losses, 
at  sea,  and  otherwise,  that  they  were  not  able 
at  present  to  do  more."  And  the  commons^ 
prayed  the  king,  "  lliat  he  would  please  to 
name  2  earis  and  2  barons  for  his  treasurers, 
as  well  of  this  subsidy,  as  of  that  the  clergy 
^^-us  yet  to  grant ;  and  also  of  the  late  subsidy 
of  wool,  pells,  and  leather,  granted  the  last 
pari,  and  that  they  might  be  sworn  in  their 
presence,  that  what  was  received  by  them, 
should  wholly  be  expended  upon  the  wars,  and 
not  otherwise ;  and  that  the  high  treasurer  of 
England  should  receive  nothing,  or  any  ways 
meddle  therein.  But  afterwards,  when  they 
had  considered  wliat  sum  the  wages  of  such 
4  treasurers  would  amount  unto  by  the  year, 
the  commons  departed  from  this  request,  and 
prayed,  "  That  the  high  treasurer  might  be 
receiver  to  the  use  of  uie  war,  ih  manner  ac* 
customed." 

The  commons  in  Uus  pari  fimher  besdnglht 
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th«kiii|^  <<  That  mchastM- lately  gxantod  in  the 
gpea(  oouncily  lo  thA  mayor,  aldcrmeD^  aod 
QOfQiaoDs  of  the  eity  of  London,  upon  the  ar- 
ikie^  ''  That  no  foreign  merchant  ought  to  sell 
to  another  strange  merchant  any  goods  or 
BkfiiehanditfCy  to  sefl  again,  in  manner  aaiii 
t^  said  patent  ia^more  nilly  contained/'  ii^ht 
be  renewed  and  granted,  as  well  to  oUier  cities 
and  boroughs,  as  to  theiu,  with  a  charter,  or 
clause  of  confirmation/'  The  answer  to  which 
Was,  that^  "  The  kink  will  be  farther  inform- 
cd.'' 

At  the  same  tune  the  conkinon5f,  with  the 
mayor,  aldexmen  and  c^ommoiialty  of  the  ^  city 
of  London,  petitioned  the  king,  *<  That  where- 
as divers  mischiefs  often  happened  iii  thd  sai^ 
city,  by  reason  the  coroner  \^as  not  punishable 
t>y  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  other  officers ; 
that  they  might  chuse  a  coroner  of  themselves, 
•nd  remove  him  when  they  pleased,  ai  it  was 
practised  in  divers  oities  and  towns  of  the 
land,  they  answering  to  the  king  in  manner  as 
appertained  to  the  said  office.'^  The  king's 
answer  was,  "  The  king  wilt  not  dep^irt  from 
lus  ancient  rights."  i\bd  they  farther  )}Cti- 
iioned  in  this  case,  '^  That  all  provisors  ot  be- 
nefices from  Rome,  with  their  officers  or  ser- 
vants, may  be  put  out  6f  the  king's  protection, 
'd  they  sue,  prosecute,  or  any  ways  disturb,  or 
cause  to  be  excommunicated  the  true  patroQs.^ 
^rb6  answer  was,  "  The  pope  had  promised 
redress,  and  if  he  makes  it  not,  the  laws  in  this 
-case  shall  be  in  force." 

Mr.  Prynne,  the  publisher  of  sir  Rob.  Cot- 
ton^s  "  Abridgment,''  hai  added  a  remark  of 
his  o#n,  with  which  we  shall  conclude  our  ac- 
count of  this  part  "  llie  {^relates,  dukes, 
earis,  barons,  commons,,  cituens,  burgesses, 
and  merchants  of  England,  in  this  park  peti- 
tion the  king,  not  only  *^  for  a  pardon  in  gene- 
ral, and  of  all  fines  an^  amerciaments  before 
the  justices  of  the  peace,  not  yet  levied  in  spe- 
cial ;''  which  tins  '*  Abridgment^'  only  touch- 
eth,  but  they  likewise  subjoin  thereto  this  me- 
morable request  (totally  omitted  by  the  abrideer) 
which  I  thought  meet  here  to  supply,  '*  That 
in  time  to  cdme  ^our  said  prelates,  earls,  ba- 
rons, commons*  citizens,  ana  burgesses  of  vour 
rea^  of  EngLand,  may  not  1;^  henceiorth 
charged,  molested,  nor  grieved  to  make  any 
common  aid,  or  sustain  any  charge,  unless  it 
be  by  common  assent  of  the  prelates,  dukes, 
lords  and  barons,  and  otlier  people  of  the  com- 
mons of  your  i«alm  of  England,  and  that  in 
fill!  pari.:  nor  no  imposition  put  upoif their 
woob,  wool-fells,  and  feather,  or  any  the  an- 
deot  custom ;  that  is  to  say,  of  one  sack  of 
wool  half  a  i^ark,  and  of  300  wool-fells  half  a 
mark ;  and  of  one  last  of  skins  one  mark  of 
custom  only,  according  to  the  statute  made  the 
14th  year  of  your  reign ;  saving  to  you  the 
sabaiciy  {jranted  unto  you  the  last  park  for  a 
certain  tune,  and  not  yet  levied."  To  which 
last  clause  the  king  then  gave  tliis  answer, 
^  As  to  tbe  clause,  that  nb  charge  be  laid 
oson  the  people  without  the  commons  assent ; 
jUie  king  is  not  at  all  willing  to  do  i^  without 
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great  necessity,  and  for  the  defence  of  the 
reahn,  and  where  he  may  do  it  with  reason. 
And  as  to  the  clause,  that  impositions  be  not 
laid  upon  their  wools  without  assent  of  tlic 
prelates^  dukes,  earls,  barons,^  and  other  people 
of  the  commons  of  thb  realm ;  there  is  a  sta- 
tute already  ^nade,  which  the  king  wills  thut 
it  should  stand  in  force." 

Taxes  in  the  Reign  ofEdzvard  III. 
tn  his  6th  year  he  had  granted  hiin  a  15th 
by  the  cotinties,  and  a  10th  by  the  cities  and 
buighs  for  one  year.    In  his  8th  year  he  hnd 
the  same,  and  a  10th  granted  by  the  clergy.  In 
his  10th  year  he  bad  the  snine  tax  from  laity  and 
clergy.   In  his  lith  year  h6  had  a  S-years  10th 
given  him  by  the  clergy  in  convocation,  a  3-yearS 
lOth  given  him  by  uie  citizens  and  burgesses 
in  pari.;  and  also  a  S-years  15th  to  inamtaiti 
the  war  then  began  with  France,  and  to  pay 
the  Germans,  £&abanters,  and  other  confede- 
rates on  the  borders  of  Germany,  against  the 
king  of  France.    In  his  13th  year  the  Great 
Men  gave  bun  the  lOth  sheaf  of  all  manner  of 
grain  of  their  demesne  lands,  except  of  their 
bond  tenants,  with  the  10th  fleece  and  the 
loth  lamb.    Then  a  pari,  was  summoned  to 
meet  8  days  afier  st.  Hilary,  or  $0th  of  Jan. 
in  which  the  commons  gave  the  king  30,006 
sacks  of  wool.    In  bis  l4th  year,  the  prelates, 
earls,  barons,  for  themselves  and  their  tenants, 
the  knights  of  counties  for  themselves  and  the 
commons  of  the  land,  granted  to  the  kin^  the 
9th  sheaf,  fleece,  and  lamb;  but  the  citizens 
and  bui^gesses  gave  the  9th  of  all  their  goods, 
according  to   t^e  true  value,   for  two  years 
next  comi^;  And  those  that  lived  not  iti  ci* 
ties  and  bprou^hs,  nor  lived  upon  tillage  or 
shop-trade^  paid  the  15th  of  all  their  {roods, 
according  to  the  true  value.    tJpon  the  king's 
writing  to  the  pari,  for  speedy  supply,  seeing 
tlie  9ths  could  not  be  levied  time  ^ough  for 
his  service,   the  lords  and  commons  agreed  to 
have  20,000  sacks  of  wool  speedily  provided. 
In  his  IStliye^ar  the  9ths  were  revoked,  in  re- 
spect of  this  grant  of  20,000  sacks  of  wool. 
In  his  18th  year,  the  clergy  of  th6  province  of 
Canterbury  granted  a  3-years  10th,  and  the 
knights  01  counties  gave  two  15th3  and  two 
lOthsof  cities  and  boroughs;  and  afterwards 
the  commons  granted  anomer  I5th.    The  lords 
promised  to  go  with  the  kins  in  person,  and 
therefore  gave  nothing.    In  his  21st  year,  the 
commons  granted  two  15ths,  to  be  levied  in 
two  years  m  cities,  boroughs,  and  ancient  de- 
mesnes, as  also  of  the  commons  of  the  coun- 
ties.   Jn  his  22nd  year,  the  commons  granted 
three  15ths,  to  be  levied  in  3  years;  so  as  one 
15th  was  to  be  levied  in  each  yean  and  no 
more.    In  his  26th  year  the  Great  Men  of  the 
realm  and  the  commonalty  granted  the  king 
three  lOths,  to  be  paid  in  3  years.    In  his  27th 
year  the  kmg  maue  it  his  request,  tliat  the 
prelates,  great  naen.  and  commons  would  grant 
him  tie  subsidy  of  wool-fells  and  leatlier  for 
scwne  tiine;^  to  which  prayer  they  unannnously 
consent^,  ani  granted  that  subsidy  in  mdnnfir 
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as  it  had  been  received  before  that  tiine  for  3 
years.  In  his  29th  year  the  commons  came 
into  the  presence  ot'  the  king,  prelates,  and 
jrreat  men,  assembled  in  tlie  White-Chamber; 
and  having  there  a  short  conference  with  the 
great  men,  granted  mianimouijiy  the  subsidy  of 
wool,  leather,  and  wool-felb  for  6  years  next 
coming;  so  as  dming  that  time  no  other  inri- 
positions  or  charges  be  put  upon  the  said 
comnions.  In  his  30th  year  the  great  men 
and  commons  granted  unto  the  king,  of  eveir 
sack  of  wool  transported  208.  of  every  300 
wool-fells  20s.  and  of  every  last  of  leather  40s. 
besides  the  ancient  custom  of  half  a  mark  a 
sack  of  all  denizens,  and  10s.  of  strangers;  and 
one  mark  for  every  last  of  leather  of  deni- 
zens, and  20s.  of  strangers,  for  3  years.  In 
his  42nd  year  the  prelates  and  great  men, 
Laving  had  fuU  deliberation  with  the  con>- 
mons,  granted  the  subsidy  of  wool,  wool-fells, 
and  leather  for  2  years;  of  every  sack  of  wool, 
and  every  twelve  score  wool-fefis,  36s.  8d.  of 
every  last  of  leather  4  pomids,  besides  the  an- 
cient custom  as  before.  In  his  43d  year  the 
lords  and  commons  granted  to  him  the  subsidy 
as  above  for  3  years;  of  e\'ery  sack  of  wool 
43s.  4d.  Which  passed  beyortd  sea;  of  every 
twelvescore  wool-fells  as  much,  and  of  every 
last  of  leather  4  pounds,  besides  the  ancient 
custom;  of  strangers,  for  every  sack  of  wool  4 
marks,  of  everj'  twelvescore  wool-fells  4  marks, 
and  of  every  last  of  leather  8  marks,  besides 
the  ancient  custom.  In  his  45th  year  the 
great  men  and  commons  granted  a  subsidy  of 
50,000l.  to  be  levied  of  every  parish  of  tbe 
land  22s.  3d.  so  as  the  parishes  o(  greater  va- 
lue should  contribute  rateably  to  tliose  of  less 
value.  This  22s.  3d.  answered  not  the  sum 
of  50,0001.  and  tliercfore  not  long  after  at 
Winchester,  tlie  great  men  and  commons 
granted  110s.  out  of  every  parish,  tlie  22s.  3d. 
being  comprised  in  it ;  so  as  the  parishes  of 

f  renter  value  should  contribute  to  those  of  less, 
n  his  46th  year  the  lords  and  commons 
granted  for  2  years  tlie  subsidy  on  wool, 
leather,  and  wool-fells,  as  it  was  ^nted  in 
the  43rd  year.  And  for  that  this  subsidy 
proved  not  sufficient  for  the  king's  expences, 
I  hey  jrranted  a  15fh  for  one  year,  to  be  levied 
SLs  the  fast  was.  Besides  this,  the  citizens  and 
burgesses  in  this  pari,  for  the  safe  convoying 
of  their  ships  and  goods,  granted  2s.  upon 
every  tun  ot  wine,  aiid  6d.  in  the  pound  ot  all 
g  >r)ds  for  a  year.  In  his  47th  year  tlie  lords 
and  commons  granted  a  15th,  as  it  had  been 
in  ancient  nianiier  levied  for  2  years;  they 
also  gave  tonnage  and  poundage  for  2  years, 
as  it  was  given  the  last  year,  ot  all  merchan- 
dises exported  and  imported,  except  of  wool, 
wool-fells,  and  leather,  and  then  granted  tlie 
wibsidy  of  them  (or  the  next  year  coming.  In 
his  50th  year  the  lords  and  commons  granted 
the  subsidy  of  wool,  leather,  and  wool-fells, 
for  3  years,  as  it  had  been  granted  in  his  47th 
year.  In  his  51st  year  the  lords  and  com- 
mon^ granted  Imri  4d.  of  overt  person  of  the 
kingdom,  males  and  females,  above  the  age  of 


14,  except  very  beggars;  and  then  they  de-^ 
sired  to  be  excused  that  they  could  give  no 
greater  subsidy,  because  of  their  present 
grievous  necessities.  Sec  Kot.  Pari,  and  T. 
Wykes.  » 

Towards  forming  some  idea  of  the  amount 
of  these  subsidies,  wc  shall  exhibit  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the 

Price  qfprovisiong  in  this  Kin^s  reign. 

In  1326,  at  Tunbridge,  in  Kent,  70  acres  ef 
arable  land  was  worth  35s.  per  an. ;  12  hens 
at  Is.  6d. ;  1  cock  and  13  hens,  at  Is.  7d. ; 
8  porkers  and  a  half,  at  15s.;  80  acres 
of  arable,  at  20s.  or  3d.  per  acre;  20  acres 
of  pasture,  each  at  Id.;  14  acres  of  mea- 
dow, each  at  4d. ;  18  acres  of  arable,  each  at 
3d. ;  27  acres  of  arable,  each  at  4d.;  2  acres 
of  meadow,  each  at  lOd.;  a  cock  Id. ;  3  hens, 
4id.  From  hence  we  may  see,  that  we  can 
make  no  certain  computation  from  the  rate  of 
acres,  because  of  the  difference  of  the  grounds. 
(See  Lambard's  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  541. ^ 
In  1336,  there  was  such  plenty  of  corn,  and 
scarcity  of  money,  says  Knyghton,  that  wheat 
was  sold  at  London,  by  the  qr.  at  2s. ;  a  fiit 
ox,  at  6s.  8d. ;  and  Fabian  adds,  tor  a  fat  sheep, 
6d. ;  and  at  most  8d. ;  0  pigeons,  Id. ;  a  fat 
goose,  at 'id. ;  a  pig.  Id. ;  and  all  dther  victuals 
afte^  the  same  rate ;  occasioned  by  the  king's 
gathering  up  all  the  money  he  could  get,  to 
carry  on  his  wars  in  France  and  Scotland.  In 
1338,  wheat  sold  per  qr.  at  3s.  4d. ;  bariey,  at 
lOd. ;  pease  and  beans,  the  qr.  at  Is. ;  oats,  the 
qr.  at  lOd.  In  1339,  several  undertakers  pro- 
mised to  deliver  at  the  town  of  Berwick,  and 
in  I^ith  Road,  10,000  qrs.  of  wheat  and  malt, 
each  qr.  at  9s. ;  oats,  beans,  and  pease,  each 
qr.  at  5s.  This  was  a  high  price.  (Sec  Col- 
lin's Abridgement.) — In  13 13,  two  oxen,  price 
of  each  Ss.  In  1344,  one  cow  sold  at  5s.  (Sec 
Kennet's  Paroch.  Antiq.) — In  1348,  in  tht 
time  of  the  pestilence,  things  were  sold  almost 
for  nothing.  A  horse  worth  40s.  was  sold  fot 
6s.  8d. ;  a  good  fat  ox,  at  4s. ;  a  cow,  at  Is. ; 
an  heifer,  or  steer,  at?6d. ;  a  fat  mutton,  at  4d. ;  / 
an  ewe,  at  3d. ;  a  lamb,  at  2d. ;  a  ho^,  at  5d. ; 
a  stone  of  wool,  at  9d.  The  histonan  savs, 
they  were  not^only  afraid  of  tlie  cattle's  dying, 
but  of  thtiir  own,  for,  otherwise,  wool  need  not 
have  been  so  cheap.  (See  Knyghton,  Col. 
2599.) — In  1349,  com  wtis  so  plentilii],  and 
other  provisons,  that  wheat  was  sold,'  by  the 

?r.  at  2s. ;  a  iat  ox,  at  London,  for  6s.  8d. — 
n  1359,  wheat  was  \icry  dear,  a  qr.  says  I^- 
bian,  was  sold  at  11.  6s.  8d. — In  1361,  wheat 
was  so  cheap,  that  aqr.  was  sold  at  &. ;  2  hens, 
for  Id. — In  1363,  a  widow  paid  4  hens,  or  in 
money  4d. ;  12  hogs,  at  18s.  each  hog,  at  Is.  6d, 
Yet  wheat  was  so  dear,  says  Walsingham,  that 
a  qr.  was  sold  at  15s. — In  1369,  Wabingham 
says,  there  was  such  a  dearth,  that  wheat  was 
sold  at  ll.  4s. ;  and,  according  to  Stow,  at  l!.; 
barley,  at  16s.  4d. ;  oats,  at  8s. 

Acts  passed  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  III. 
An.  1  EdwMi  III. — 1.  An  act,  that  none 
be  grieved  tor  the  pursuit  of  Edw.  II.    2.  A 
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confirmation  of  the  exile  of  sir  Hugh  Spencer 
and  his  son.  3.  An  adnuliation  of  lines  leyied 
to  the  Spencers.  4.  Trial  of  an  averment  in 
writs  of  hke  judgement.  5.  Touching  nver^ 
ment  agaiast  returns  of  bailiflfs  of  franchises. 
6.  Conceroing  attaiftt,  as  well  upon  principal 
ai  upondamt^es  in  trespasses.  -T.  Against 
gaolers,  that  compel  prisoners  to  make  ap» 
peab.    8.  Against  offenders  in  Forests. 

Statutes  made  at  another  Pari,  in  tlic  same 
Year.— J.  A  confirmation  of- the  Great  Char- 
ter, and  the  Charter  of  the  Forest.  3.  How 
every  person  may  use  his  woods  within  the  fb- 
Tfest ;  seizing  of  the  temporalities  of  bishops, 
3.  A  confirmation  of  k.  £dw.  XL's  pardon  lo 
the  Jews  and  all  others.  4.  For  ordering  the 
king's  debts.  5.  Limiting  how  far  the  snbjects 
shall  be  bound  to  go  to  the  wars.  6.  For  the 
tax  of  the  aid  granted  to  the  king.  7.  For 
wages  to  be  given  to  soldiers.  8.  That  no 
monc^  be  taken  for  fair  pleading.  9.  A  con-- 
formation  of  tiberties  of  cities  fmd  boroui^Iis. 

10.  There  shall  be  no  more  grants  of  coroidies 
at  the  king's  request,  by  bishops,  abbots,  Stc, 

11.  That  no  suits  be  made  against  iudictors  in 
spiritual  courts.  12.  No  forfeiture  but  a  fine 
shall  be  made  for  alienation  of  lands  (lolden 
of  the  king.  13.  Purchasing  of  lands  holden 
of  the  king  as  of  some  honour.  14.  Against 
maintainers  of  quarrels.  15.  None  shall  be 
bound  by  writing  to  come  anned  to  the  king. 
1^.  Who  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace.  17.  lu- 
dictments  to  be  by  indenture  in  sheriffs  turns. 

An.  2  Edw.  UI.: — 1.  A  confirmation  of  the 
Great  Charter,  and  the  Charter  of  the  Forest. 
3.  In  what  cases  only  pardon  of  felony  shall  be 
granted ;  who  shall  be  justices  of  assise.  3.  No 
man  shall  como  before  tlic  justices,  or  go  or 
ride  anned.  4.  A  confirmation  of  the  btntute 
of  Lincoln  for  sheriffs.  5.  For  delivery  of 
writs  to  sheriffs  to  be  exe<iuted.  6.  A  confir- 
mation of  the  statute-  of  Winchester,  and  for 
assigningpowerto  justices  of  the  peace.  7.  For 
pniqishm^nt  of  felons  and  murderers.  8.  That 
right  be  not  delayed  to  the  subiocts.  9.  That 
all  staples  shall  cease.  10,  The  king's  pardon 
-of  fines  finrfeited.  11.  The  common  bench 
shall  nol  be  removed  without  warning  by  ad- 
jouramept.  1%  Hundreds  aiM  wapentakes 
-shall  not  be  annexed  to  counties,  and  not  let 
to  farm.  13.  For  process  in  trespass  done  in 
the  time  of  k.  Edw.  XL  14.  For  the  measur- 
ing and  assize  of  cloth.  15.  For  fairs  to  be 
holden  in  their  usual  tinie.  16.  Fo^  Nisi  PriiM 
tQ  be  granted  as  well  at  the  tenant's  suit,  as  at 
the  demadant's.  17,  Toucbiug  writs  of  do- 
ceipts  given  ih  a  Scire  Ji^ia&  in  a  pleo^  of 
land. 

An.  4  Edw.  in. — 1.  A  confirmation  of  the 
'  Great  Charter,  the  Charter  of  the  Forest,  and 
of  all  statutes  not  repealed.  2.  The  autliority 
of  justices  of  assize,  gaol-delivery  and  of  the 
peace.  3.  Touching  purveyance  of  the  king 
and  queen's  houses.  4.  A  confirmation  of  the 
statute  of  98  Edw.  I.  stat.  3.  v.  2.  touching 
purveyors.  5.  The  king's  pardon  of  certain 
ines.    0^  A  confirmatioa  of  the  statute  of  Car- 


lisle. 7-  Executors  sliall  have  an  action  of 
trespass  for  ^  wrong  done  lo  the  testator. 
8,  Touching  the  passage  over  the  seas  at  Do- 
ver. 9.  St^riffs  and  nailifls  shall  have  surti- 
cicnt  in  the  county,  10,  SheriiVs  and  i;aolci-s 
shall  receive  offenders  without  takinjr  any 
thing.  11.  Justices  of  assize  shall  inquire  (»f 
tnaintcuance,  coospiracy,  and  chani|>eity. 
12.  For  the  sale  of  wines.  13.  A  contirmiH 
tion  of  the  statute  of  Northampton,  mad** 
2  Edw.  III.  for  granting  of  pardon.  14.  For 
a  pari,  to  be  holden  once  every  year.  iri.  For 
wapentakes  and  hundreds  to  be  letten  at  the 
old  farm.  .  . 

An.  5  Edw.  III. — A  confii-mation  of  tliW 
Great  Churrer,  and  the  Charter  of  tlic  FoiTst. 
2.  Against  the  king's  pur\eynrs.  3.  A confir- 
mnlion  of  the  statute  of  Carlisle,  touching  re 
ligious  houses,  4.  That  sheritfs  and  otlier  nf- 
fice^^i»lIall  have  suflicient  in  the  county.  5.  The 
penalty  if  any  do  sell  ware  at  a  fair  after  it  is 
endi-d.  6.  Nisi  Prius  shall  be  granted  in  at- 
taint, but  no  essoin  or  protection :  days  e;iven. 
7.  Attaint  shall  be  granted  in  trcspas.^,  If  the 
damage  pass  40s.  8.  The  mai-shalH  of  the  ' 
king's  bench  slmll  not  bail  felons.  9.  None 
be  attached  or  judged,  nor  outed  of  his  lands 
or  s;oods,  contrary  to  the  (iresit  Charter, 
10.  For  punishment  of  jurcjrs  that  Uike  money 
to  give  their  verdict.  11.  Pi'ooess  agaiiwt 
those  that  be  appealed,  indicted,  or  outlauod 
in  ono county,  and  remain  in  another.  12.  For 
allowance  of  charters  of  pardon  in  out-lawries 
at  the  suit  of  the  p«irty.  13.  Touching  the 
avoiding  outlawries  by  imprisonment,  14.  For 
arresting,  of  suj^pccted  pei-sons  and  night- 
walkers. 

An.  9  Edw.  Ill, — 1.  Tliat  merchant  stran- 
gers may  freely  sell  all  manner  of  merchan- 
dizes to  whom  they  will  without  disturbance. 
2.  Tliat  no  man  shall  lose  his  land  because  of 
Nonplevifi,  3.  Jimitini^  what  essoins  shall  he 
allowed  to  exe^  utors  bcnig  sued  for  the  debt 
of  the  testator.  4.  For  trial  of  deeds,  dated 
where  the  king's  writ  nftincth  not.  5\  That 
justices  of  assuc,  &c. -shall  send  their  records 
to  the  exchequer. 

Other  .Stiitutes  made  in  Pari,  the  same  ninth 
Year. — 1,  An  act  timt  no  sterling  nionry  nop 
plaiu  be  carried  out  of  the  realm.  2.  That  na 
ftdse  money  be  brought  into  the  realm.  3.  That 
no  sterhng  halfpence  nor  fa,rthings  be  mol- 
ten by  goldsmi^is,  4^  Whereby  black  money 
is  prolnbited  to  be  current.  5.  For  puiiidh- 
ment  of  the  offenders  of  this  statute.  6.  An 
oath  of  merchants  and  shipmasters,  that  they 
shall  not  offend  this  statute.  7.  For  tables  of 
exchange^  8.  For  passage  of  pilgrims  at  Do-, 
ver  only.  9.  For  search,  that  no  money  or 
plate  be  carrijed  out  of  the  realm,,  nor  false 
money  brought  in^  10,  For  the  wages  of 
searchers,  and  their  punishment.  11.  That 
hostlers  'u\  every  poit  be  sworn  to  search  their 
guests. 

An.  10  Edw.  Til.  Stat.  1:— 1.  A  confirma- 
tion of  tho  Great  Charter,  the  Charter  of  the 
Forest,  and  of  all  stututcs  not  repealed,  l^.  ThaJt 
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no  pardon  be  granted  apainst  the  statute  made 
atNorthampton,  an.  ft  Edw.  III.  q,  %  S.  Tbey 
that  have  charters  of  pardon,  shall  find  surety 
for  their  good  abearing. 

Statutes*  of  Purve^ra  made  the  same  tenth 
Year.  Stat.  Q.  1.  Things  purveyed  for  the  king's 
house  shall  be  praised,  and  taihes  made  thereof. 
S.  The  sheriff  shall  make  purveyance  for  the 
king's  horses.  3.  Certain  persons  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  hear  the  offences  of  the  Iceepers  of 
the  king's  horses.  Articles  sent  to  the  several 
•  sheriffs  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom 
till  the  meeting  of  Uie  next  pari,  anneied  to 
the  preceding  statute. 

Stat.  3.  Statutum  de  Cibarib  utendis,  editum 
apud  Nottingham. 

An.  It  Edw.  III. — 1.  An  act  against  carriage 
of  wools  out  of  the  realm.  3.  Against  wearing 
of  outlandi&h  cloth.  3.  Against  bringing  of 
foreign  cloths  into  the  realm.  4.  Concerning 
the  weaiiife  of  furs.  5.  Licensing  clothworkers 
of  strange  mnds  to  come  and  dwell  in  £nghud, 
and  other  the  king's  dominions. 

An.  14  Edw.  III. — 1.  A  confirmation  of  li- 
berties of  the  church,  and  the  Great  Charter. 
S  and  3.  An  act  of  the  king's  pardon.  4. 
Whereby  presentment  of  Engieschrie  is  abo- 
lished. 5.  For  redress  of  delays  in  judgments 
in  the  king's  courts.  6.  For  amendment  of 
records.  7.  How  long  sheriff  shall  tarry  in 
their  offices.  8.  Concerning  escheators  and  co- 
roners. 9.  Concerning  bailiBs  errant,  and  a- 
gainst  letting  to  farm  of  hundreds  and  wapen- 
takes. 10.  Sheriffs  shall  have  the  keeping  of 
gaols.  11.  The  clerk  of  the  statutes  shall  be 
resident  Hpon  his  ofhcc.  12.  For  true  weights 
and  measures.  13.  Touching  waste  done  by 
escheators  in  wards  lands.  14.  For  writs  of 
search.  15.  Against  granting  of  pardon  to 
felons.  It).  Touching  the  granting  of  Nisi 
Prim  before  any  justices.  17.  Touching  a 
Juris  Utrum,  and  other  writs  maintainable 
for  pardons,  vicars,  provosts,  &c.  18.  Against 
vouching  to  warranty  a  dead  person.  IP.  A- 
gainst  pur\'e^ors.  20.  Of  subsidy  and  fifteen. 
21.  Of  subsidy  of  wools,  and  customs  for  the 
same. 

Other  Statutes  made  in  the  same  Fourteenth 
Year.  Stat.  2. — 1.  An  act  touching  the  sub- 
sidy. S.  That  all  merchants  strangers  may 
have  safe  conduct. 

Statute  coacerning  the  Clergy  made  in  the 
tame  Fourteonth  Year.  Stat.  3. — A  statute 
made  at  Westminster,  April  16.  An.  14. 
Edw.  in.  Stat.  3.  reciting  some  former  grants, 
and  limiting  the  custom  on  wool,  plate,  &c. 

Stat.  4. — 1.  An  act  that  spiritual  persons 
poods  be  not  ttiken  by  the  king's  takers.  2. 
Touchinj:  presentments^  to  churches  made  by 
the  king  in  another's  right.  3.  Against  seiz- 
ing the  bishops  tcmporakies  into  the  king's 
hands.  4  and  5.  Against  Waste  done  by  e^ 
cheators  in  bishops  tcmporairies,  and  who  shall 
have  them  during  the  viication. 

Stat.  5. — An  act  that  the  subjects  of  Eng- 
land shall  be  out  of  aubiec^Wii  of  the  kings  of 
France. 


An.  15  Edw.m.p-^1.  An  act  for  die  i 
tenanoe  of  the  Gnat  Charter,  and  af  achar 
Charters.  2.  Conoerning  trial  by  paars.  3.  Tha 
chancellor  and  other  great  afficers  to  swaar  ta 
keep  the  laws.  4.  For  oAoas  to  be  mod  inta 
the  king's  hands  in  ttiae  pf  porL  5.  Appointif 
ing  who  shftll  punish  asnry.  €.  Miatftsers  af 
tfa«  church  shall  not  answer  bafbfa  the  king't 
j  ustices  fbr  thingt  dene  toubhiag  tha  junsdiatioa 
of  the  church. 

Another  Statute  made  the  tame  Fjf^eenA 
Year.  Stat.  2. — A  revocatioa  of  tha  laid  for* 
mer  statute,  made  15th  Edw.  III. 

Another  Statute  made  the  same  Year.  Stat  9, 
— An  act  for  a  subsidy  of  woob,  and  oihev 
thingis  concerning  wools,  ooataimng  seraa 
chapters. 

An.  17  Edw.  lU.— Anactforthesearchk^ 
of  money. 

An.  18  Edw.  IIL— A  statute  hr  deelaiadoB 
of  exigents. 

An.  18  Edw.  III.  Stat.  2.— 1.  An  act  for 
ceasing  of  commissions  af  new  inouiriea.  2. 
Touching  justices  of  the  peace.  3.  For  sorting 
and  buying  of  woob.  4.  To  repeal  commis'- 
sions  for  essay  of  weights  and  measures.  5. 
Touching  exigents  in  trespass.  6.  For  the  new 
money  and  tl^  exchanges.  7.  When  the  king's 
wages  to  soldiers  shall  begin  and  end. 

Other  Statutes  the  aaroe  18th  Year  for  the 
Clergy.  Stat.  3.— 1.  A  triennial  Ditme  granted 
to  tlie  king  by  the  clergy  towards  his  war  in 
France.  2.  An  act  for  trial  of  bi§^y.  3.  A- 
gainst  purchasing  lands  in  Mortnuin.  4.  Con- 
firmation of  the  statute  of  purveyors.  5.  Touch- 
ing prohibitions.  6.  Tempond  justices  shall 
not  make  commissions,  to  inquire  of  process 
made  by  spiritual  judges.  7.  Touching  Scire 
facias  for  bitmet. 

Stat.  4. — The  oath  of  justices. 

Stat.  5.— The  oath  of  the  clerks  of  the  chan- 
cery. 

An.  20  Edw.  m.— 1.  An  act  that  right  be 
done  by  justices  to  all  men.  2.  That  right  be 
done  by  the  barons  of  the  exchequer.  3.  For 
the  oath  of  the  justices-  of  assizes  and  gaoi- 
delivery.  4.  None  shall  maintam  any  quar- 
rels but  their  own.  5.  Lords  and  great  man 
shall  put  such  out  of  their  service  whieh  are 
maintainers  of  qtuirrels.  6.  Justices  of  asaisa 
shall  inquire  of  the  demeanour  of  sheriffs,  and 
other  offieers.. 
Statutes  of  Labourers,  An.  23.  Edw.  HI. — 

1.  What  persons  shall  be  oompelled  to  labour. 

2.  An  act  that  labourers  rctiiined  depart  not 
within  their  term.  3,  4,  and  5.  For  labourers 
waees.  6.  For  victuallers.  7.  For  beggars, 
8.  For  artificers. 

The  Statute  of  Labourers,  made  An.  25. 
Edw.  IIL—l,  2,  and  8.  What  wages  labour- 
ers and  others  shall  take.  4.  For  cordwainers, 
and  other  artificers.  5.  For  punishment  of  the 
otfenders  of  this  statute.  6.  An  act  i^gainst 
extortions  by  sheriffe,  &c.  r.  For  holding  of 
ses^ons,  and  against  unlawfol  departure  of 
servants. 

Another  Statute  made  the  same  25ih  Yaar. 
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3ta».  %^^Aa  act  teaching  icli  as  W  bom  be* 
jMidifaai««ft. 

Statute  for  «iie  Ckrgy,  aaada  dia  sane  95tb 
Year.  Stat.  B.^^1.  A  aoa&naatkm  of  all  li- 
bartias  grantad  to  the  deigy*  e.  An  act  for 
repeal  of  an  act  laade  14  £dw.  III.  cap.  9. 
toachinc  the  king's  pfasentmeut  to  a/:buich  of, 
anotliers  right.  3.  That  the  king's  title  shall 
ba  CKavunad  when  he  pvesenu  to  a  benefice. 

4.  For  deiks  convict  of  treasons  and  felonies. 

5.  Clerks  shaM  be  armigood  of  all  their  of- 
iMeos.  6.  Touchiag  seizii^  of  temporalties, 
aad  taking  fines  of  bishops  for  contempts. 
r.  The  incumbent  may  plead  against  the  king 
in  a  Qaaiv  Impetkt,  8.  For  cognizance  of 
■Mttcvs  pertaining  to  the  church.  9.  Touch- 
ing indiotnents  of  extortions  of  ordinaries. 

A  Statete  for  clothes  mado  in  the  same  25th 
Year.  Stat.  4. — 1-  An  act  for  measoring  of 
dothes.  8.  For  victual  and  other  merchan- 
ctbes  to  be  sold  by  merchants  strangers  with- 
a«t  iatemiption.  5.  Against  forestalling  of 
wines.    4.  For  pulling  down  of  new  wears. 

A  Statute  of  Purveyors  made  in  the  same 
S5th  Year.  Stat.  6. — 1.  An  act  touching  pur- 
veyors for  the  king's  house.  8.  For  declaration 
ef  treason.  3.  No  indictor  shall  be  put  upon 
the  inquest  of  the  party  indicted.  4.  lliat  no 
man  be  condemned  by  suggestion,  without  law- 
ful presentment.  5.  Touching  actions  brought 
hj  executors  of  executors.  6.  Against- takers 
of  wood  or  timber  for  the  king.  7.  For  the 
gathering  of  the  foresters.  8.>None  shall  be 
censlraiQed  to  find  man  of  arms.  9.  Auncel 
wc%ht  abolished.  10.  Forvtroe  mes^mres. 
11.  For  reasonable  aid  to  make  the  king's  son 
kaight,  or  to  nftarry  his  daughter.  18.  Far  ex- 
change of  gold  and  silver.  13.  Against  im- 
pairing of  money.  14.  What  process  shall  be 
awarded  against  meh  indicted  of  felony.  ^5. 
Against  purve;fors  uking  more  sheep  than  be 
neadfoL  16.  Exception  of  nontenure  of  parcel 
shall  not  abate  the  whole  writ.  17.  Touching 
process  of  outlawry  in  actions  of  debt,  detinue, 
and  replevin.  18.  Teaching  villenage.  19. 
Touching  protections  graated  by  the  king. 

80.  For  plate  to  be  received  into  the  mint  by 
weighty  and  returned  in  money  'by  weight. 

81.  For  taking  wines  by  the  king^  butler. 
88.  Agaiust  proviiors  to  the  court  of  Rome. 
83.  Against  Lombards  that  escape  out  of  the 
realm  bei^g  in  debt. 

Other  Statutes  made  in  the  same  85th  Yean 
Stat.  6:— A  statute  of  provisors. 

Stat^  7. — ^A  statute  of  the  form  of  levying 
of  the  fifteen. 

An.  87  £dw.  III.-*«'l.  Against  provisors  to 
the  court  of  Rome.  8.  Touching  charters  of 
pardon  for  folon^.  3.  For  commissions  to  be 
awarded  to  redress  victuallers,  and  dearth  of 
^ietoab.  4.  For  aubage  and  assize  of  clothes, 
and  aiubsidTgranta^l  open  every  cloth.  5.  Fore- 
•talMtig  of  CUksc(ngne  vrines,  felony.  6.  For 
■irchanti  of  Gasooigna  safely  to  bring  their 
wines.  7.  That  hmH  be  felony  to  sojourn  in 
Gascoigne,  and  buy-  wines  there  by  English 
Merchants;.  ^  8:  For  gauging  of  iviaes. 


The  Statute  of  the  Staple,  made  the  saaa 
87th  Year.— 1.  Where  the  staple  shall  ho 
kept.  8.  Ail  merchants  may  freely  sell  ali 
their  merchandizes  in  the  i*iaple.  3.  Mer- 
chants may  buy  wools,  leather,  fells,  and  lead 
in  England,  no  that  they  be  earned  to  the 
staple.  4.  That  none  going  to  the  staple  be 
disturbed  by  the  purveyors.  5.  The  kings  ius*» 
ticcs  shall  have  no  cognizance  of  that  whicfl 
pertaincth  to  the  staple.  0.  That  no  marshal 
or  other  minister  meddle  with  the  staple: 
7.  Touching  licence  of  passage  of  woels,  lea» 
ther,  fells,  or  lead.  8.  The  jarisdictiou  of  the 
staple.  9.  For  recognizance  of  statutes  of  tba 
staple.  10.  For  weights  and  measures  of  the 
staple.  11.  Against  forestalling  oi  merchao^ 
dizc^  coming  to  the  suple.  18.  That  no  woq1% 
fells,  leather,  nor  lead,  be  carried  into  ^cot>- 
land.  13.  Touching  goods  robbed  upom  thb 
sea  coming  into  the  realm.  14.  For  bringing 
of  ballioa  into  the  king's  exchanges.  15.  Con- 
cemini;  tnde«itures  to  be  made  between  cai^ 
ricrs  of  merchandizes  to  the  staple  by  ^inosh 
rivers,  and  the  bailil&  of  the  towns  where  they 
be  shipped.  16.  For  the  rent  of  places  in  tha 
staple  where  woob  and  other  merchandizes 
shsdl  be  set.  17.  That  no  merchant  stranget- 
be  impeached  for  others  debt.  18.  Merchanta 
of  Ireland  and  Wales  may  bring  their  mer- 
chandizes to  the  staples  in  England.  19.  That 
none  lose  his  goods  by  forfeit  of  his  servantk 
80.  Mercbaht  strangers  taken  into  the  khif^a 
protection.  ^1.  Tlie  authority  of  the  majer 
and  constables  of  the  staple.  82.  For  cor- 
rectors of  strangers  and  denizens  td  be  in  the 
staple.  23.  For  a  certain  number  of  porter% 
ana  other  officers,  to  he  in  the  staple.  84.  For 
association  to  the  major  of  the  staple,  where 
any  alien  is  party.  '25.  Nothing  to  be  done  iu 
prejudice  of  the  staple.  86.  -Credence  to  be  * 
given  to  the  lettera  or  oaths  of  the  owners  of 
merchandizes  coming  into  tho  realm,  tat^ifyiiig 
the  true  value  of  them.  87.  The  penalty  of 
them  that  be  convict  for  sliippiog  of  woolil. 
88.  Confirmatioa  of  privileges  and  customs  of 
the  staple.  89.  The  fees  of  the  mayors  and 
constables  of  the  staple. 

An.  88  £dw.  III^^l.  Con6rmatien  of  all 
statutes  not  repealed.  8.  The  lords  marchers 
in  Wales  shall  be  attendant  to  the  crown  of 
England,  and  not  to  the  princif>ality  of  Wales. 
3.  None  to  be  disseised  or  imprisoned,  wiilioitt 
due  process  of  the  law.  4.  How  escheatora 
and  other  oflUcers  shall  answer  the  king  the' 
profits  of  lands  coming  to  him  by  the  death  of 
his  tenants.  5.  No  iron  shall  be  sent  out  of 
the  realm.    6.  For  tho  election  of  coroners. 

7.  How  long  sherifis  sliaH  abide  in  their  oihce^. 

8.  An  attaint  sliall  be  erantod  as  well  upon  a 
bill  as  upon  a  writ  or  trespass.  9.  No  writ 
shall  be  oirected  to  a  shenflT  to  charge  an  in- 
qoest  to  indict  any.  10.  For  redress  o\'  errors, 
and  misprisions  in  government  in  the  city  of 
London.  11.  Fresh  suit  shall  be  lAade  lit^r 
robbers  from  comitry  to  country.  12.  Within 
what  rime  purveyances  made  for  the  king'^ 
hoQso  shall  be  paid  for.     13.  The  warrant  vf 
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packing  of  wook  shall  be  put  out,  and  inquests 
shall  be  Dt  medtetate  lingutr,  where  an  alien 
is  party.  14.  For  shewing  of  wools  every  day 
^  at  the  staple,  except  Sunday.  15.  An  «ct  de- 
claring the  bounds  of  the  staple. 

An.  31  £dw.  111.— 1.  Coufinnation  of  the 
Great  Charter,  and  the  Charter  of  the  Forest. 
S.  Agaiast  the  abating  of  the  prices  of  wools. 
$.  For  discharge  of  the  estreats  in  the  ex- 
chequer. 4.  Against  eitortion  in  bishops 
o&cers  for  probates  of  wiUs.  5.  The  con- 
tents of  a  tun  of  wine,  and  the  true  gauging 
of  the  same.  6.  Touching  iincs  and  amercia^ 
ments  of  labourers.  7.. Justices  shall  inquire 
of  the  oflfenders  of  the  laws  of  the  staple. 
B,  What  refuse  shall  be  made  of  wool.  All , 
wools  shall  bfe  brought  to  the  staple.  9.  The 
chancellor  and  treasurer  upon  cause  mav  defer 
itlie  passage  of  wools.  10.  For  tlic  rule  and 
reformation  of  the  victuallers  of  Londqn. 
11.  To  whom  the  ordinary  may  conmiit  ad- 
ministration, where  a  man  dieth  intestate,  and 
the  administrators  to  have  actions,  as  executors 
should.  12.  The  chancellor  and  treasurer  shall 
-  reform  and  examine  errors  in  the  exchequer. 
13.  The  king's  pardon.  14.  For  levying  of 
-escapes.  15.  At  what  time  the  shenft'  shall 
hold  his  turn. 

The  Statute  of  Herrings  made  in  the  same 
y   One  and  Thirtieth  Year.    Stat.  2. — 1.  Touch- 
ing herring,  and  the  manner  of  selling  tliereof. 
2.  Concerning  the  sale  of  herrings  at  Yar- 
'  mouth.    .3.  ^r  stockfish. 

Other  Statutes  made  the  same  31st  Year. 
Stat.  3. — 1.  For  fish  coming  within  the  haven 
of  Blackney.     I?.  Ordinances  for  fish. 

Stat.  4.  Ordinath  /acta  pro  Statu  terra" 
Hibcrnup,  containing  19  Chapters. 
^  An.  34Edw.  III. — 1.  For  justices  of  peace. 
2  and  3.  For  purveyors.  4.  For  making  of  pa- 
nells,  and  who  shall  be  impanelled  ufMin  Junes. 
5.  Auncel  weight  abolished.  6.  For  weights  and 
measures.  7.  Attaintshalllieaswellinplcareal 
as  personal.  8.  Against  jurors  taking  money 
for  giving  their  verdict.  9,  10,  11.  Fo^:  U- 
bourers.  12.  There  shall  be  no  forfeiture  of 
lands  for  treason  of  dead  persons  not  attainted. 

13.  How  escheators  shall  take  their  inquests. 

14.  For  traverse  of  offices.  15.  Confirmation 
of  alienations  made  by  the  tenants  of  king 
Henry  the  Third,  &c.  16.  Nonclaim  of  fines 
shall  b^  po  bar,    17.  Merchants,  aliens,  or 

•  denizens  may  come  into  Ireland.  18.  For 
them  that  have  possessions  in  Ireland.  19.  No 
custom  to  be  paid  fi^r  canvasses  to  pack  wools 
in.  20.  For  passage  of  com  to  Calais.  21. 
For  passage  ot  woob.    22.  For  hawks  found. 

An.  35  Edw.  IH. — An  ordinance  touching 
herrings  coming  to  Yarmouth,  and  the  hostel-* 
lers  there. 

An,  36  Edw,  IH. — 1,  Confirmation  of  the 
Great  Charier,  the  Charter  of  the  Forest,  and 
of  all  statutes  not  repealed.  2, 3, 4, 5, 6.  Acts 
against  purveyors.  7.  Of  what  things  the 
major  and  constables  of  the  staple  sliaU  have 
cognizance.  8.  For  the  >^  ages  of  parbh  priest?5. 
9.  For  puniolmicnt  of  the  oilendcrs  of  the  suid 
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statutes.  10.  A  pari.  thaU  be  Bolden  once 
every  year.  11.  No  subsidy  shall  be  imposed 
upon  wools  witliout  assent  of  pari.  12.  For 
tlie  <iuarter  sessions  of  the  peace.  13.  Con- 
cerning escheators.  14-  Fines  and  amercia- 
ments of  labourers  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the 
commons.  15.  Pleadings  shall  be  in  the 
English  tongue,  and  entered  in  Latin. 

36  Edw.  HI.  Stat.  2. — ^The  king's  general 
pardon. 

An.  37  F^w.  UL— 1.  Confirmation  of  the 
Great  Charter,  the  Charter  of  the  Forest,  and 
all  statutes  before  made.  2.  For  writs  of 
Idemptitate  nomina.  3.  For  the  price  of 
poultry.  4.  For  clerks  of  the  exchequer. 
5.  Against  ingrossing  of  merchandizes.  6.  For 
handicraftsmen  to  hold  them  in  one  occupa-i 
tion.  7..  How  goldsmiths  sliall  make  their 
silver  vessels.  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15. 
Acts  for  apparel.  16.  An  act  for  wines.  17* 
In  what  case  a  writ  shall  not  be  abated  by  exi 
ception  of  cognizance  of  villenage. '  18.  How 
suggestions  are  to  be  pursued,  which  ace  made 
to  tne  king.     19.  Concerning  hawks  found. 

An.  38  Edw.  HI. — 1.  Confirmation  of  the 
Great  Charter,  tlie  Charter  of  the  Forest,  and 
all  statutes  not  repealed.  2.  An  act  licensing 
all  merchants  to  buy  any  merchandizes.  3. 
Fines  shall  be  taken  in  the  presence  of  the 
pledges.  4.  Certain  penal  bonds  in  the  third 
person  shall  be  void.  5.  Touching  waging  of 
law  in  London  against  papers.  6.  The  penalty 
of  death  put  out  for  carrying  wools  over  the 
sea.  7.  Tne  staple  to  be  in  England.  8.  Ships 
not  to  be  lost  for  a  httle  thing  therein  not  cu»- 
toined.  9.  For  punishment  of  them  that  make 
complaints  to  tlie  king,  and  cannot  pnue  them 
true.  10  and  11.  For  seeking  wine  in  Gasr 
coigne.  12.  Against  jurors,  and  imbracers  qf 
juwes. 

Other  Statutes  made  in  the  same  38th  Year. 
Stat  2. — Stiitntes  made  against  pro\  isors,  con- 
taining 4  Chapters. 

An.  42  Eavi*.  HI. — 1.  Confirmation  of  the 
Great  Charter,  and  tlie  Charter  of  the  Forest. 
2.  Continuation  of  a  pardon.  3.  None  to  be 
put  to  answer,  without  presentment  or  other 
thing  of  record.  4.  To  whom  commissions  of 
inquiry  shall  be  granted.  5.  Concerning  es- 
cheators. 6.  Confirmation  of  the  statute  of 
labourers.  7.  That  they  of  London  sell  vic- 
tual at  retail,  and  none  other.  8.  That  no 
English  merchants  go  to  seek  wines  in  Chis- 
coigue.  9.  For  levying  of  the  green  wax  and 
estreats.  10.  Chilclrcn  bom  beyond  the  sea 
within  the  king's  dominions  shall  inherit  lands 
in  England.  11.  For  arraying  of  pancUs  of 
inquests. 

An.  43  Edw.  HI.— 1.  For  the  staple  to  b[C 
removed  into  England.  2.  An  act  licensing; 
English,  Irish,  and  Welshmen,  being  not  arti- 
ficers, to  buy  wines  in  Gascoigne,  notwith^ 
standing  the  statute  of  42  Edw.  Hi.  c.  8.  3. 
Against  taking  of  wines  by  the  king's  butler. 
4,  The  king*s  pardon. 

An.  45  Edw.. HI.— 1.  Confirmation  of  th« 
Great  Charter,  ai;id  the  Chanor  of  the  Forests 
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f .  For  puUiag  down  of  wears,  malls,  and  kidr 
(Ues.  3k  A  prohibition  shall  bo  jotuited  where 
a  suit  b  commenced  in  the  ecclesiastical  court 
for  Si/ha  ca4ua.  4.  No  imposition  shall  be 
laid  upon  wools  and  leather,  other  than  the 
custom  and  subsidy. 

Kotulut'  Farluimenti,  Aif.  46  £dw.  III. 

An.  47  Edw.III.— 1.  For  length  and  breadth 
of  cloths.  2/  The  Scottish  groat  current  for 
three  pence* 

An.  50  Edw.  III.^l.  Confirmation  of  the 
liberties  of  holy  church.  2.  Confirmation  of 
the  Great  Charter,  and  the  Charter  of  the 
Forest.  8.  The  kin^s  pardon  in  his  vear  of 
jubilee.  4.  After  consultation,  no  profiibition 
•hall  be  awarded.  5.  That  no  minister  of  holy 
church  be  arrested  at  divii^  service.  6.  Gifts 
of  lands  or  goods  to  defraud  creditors  shall  be 
Toid.  7.  That  woollen  cloths  be  not  carried 
out  of  the  realm  till  they  be  fulled.  8.  That 
no  subsidy,  nor  aulnage  be  levied  of  Irish 
freeze. 

RlCUARD    II. 

Richard  II.  began  his  reign  on  the  21st  of 

June, '1377,  be  being  then  11  years  of  age. 
He  was  sol^nly  crowned  at  Westin.  on  the 
lath  July;  and  on  the  4th  of  Aug.  writs  were, 
issued  out  fi»r  the  calling  a  pari,  to  meet  15 
days  after  Michaelmas.  The  following  is  a 
correct 

Li9t  of  Peers  mtmmmed  to  tfus  Pariiament. 

John  king  of  Castile  Lord  Rd.  de  Stafford 

and  Leon,  duke  of  Lord    John   Grey  of 

Lancaster,  &c.  Codenore. 

pAim.  e.  of  Cambridge  Ld.  H.  Grey  of  Wilton 

Richard  e.  of  Arundel  Ld.  R.  Grey  of  Ruthin 

Tbos.  of  Woodstock  e.  Lord  Nicholas  Bumcl 

of  Buckingham  and  Lord  Wm.  le  Zouch  de 

comtableotEoghmd  Harringworth 

Edward  Mortimer  e.  Lord  Roger  Clifford 

of  Blarch  Lord  Ahnaric  de  st. 

Tiioe.   Beauchamp^e.  Amand 

of  Warwick  Lord  John  Bustort 

Hoefa  e.  of  Stafford  Lord  John  Lovel 

Gilbert  Umfrevile  e.  Lord  Roger  Scales 

of*  Angus  Lord  Ralph  Comwnl. 

Wra.  Uflord  e.  of  Suf^  Ld.  Mich,  dc  k  Pole, 

folk           ^  adm.  of  the  northern 

Wm.  Montacate  e.  of  sea  ports 

Salisbury  Ijord  Peter  de  Mauley 

lienry  Percy  earl  of  Ralph  bar.  Greystock 

Northumberland  Ld  Walt<frFit^  Walter 

John  Mowbray  earl  of  Lord  Walter  Ferrafs 

Nottingham.  of  Wemme 

GotscKarde.  of  Hun*  Lord  Rob.  Harrington 

tingdon  Lord  Wm.  Morley 

Lord  Juniea  Andley  of  Ld.  Wm«  de  Furnival 

Ueleith  Ld.  Wm.  de  Aldburfeh 

Lord  Wm.  Latimer  Ld  J.CobhamdeKent 

Lord  Wm.  Bardoile  of  Lord  Hugh  de  Dacr« 

Wormegah  Ld.  Rob.  Willoughby 

Lord  Ralph  Basset  of  Lord  John  de  Welles 

Oraiton  Lord  John  de  Clifbjn 

Lord  Guy  de  Brian  •  Lord  Roger  le  Strange 

ijd»  R.  dc  Bcauchamp  de  Knovvlcy 


Lord  John  de  Clinton  Ld  Maurice  deBcrklcy 
Lord  Gilbert  Talbot  Ld.  John  de  Arundele 
Ld.  Wm.  de  Bortreaux  Lord  Warrin  de  lisle 
Ld.  John  de  la  Ware  Hord  Henrv  Fitzhugh 
Z^rd  Henry  Scrone  Ld.  Richard  de  Scroop 
Ld.  Jn.  Nevile  ofKaby  Lord  Philip  de  Dtircy . 
Ld.  J.FerrarsofGroby  Edw.  e.  of  CHinbridgc 
Lord  Thomas  Roos  of        as  lord  warden  of 

Hnmiake  the  cinque  ports. 

The  cause  of  the  summons  was  declared  by 
the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  in  a  speech  beginning 
witli  this  text,  Hex  tuns  venit  tibi.  Which 
subject,  he  divided  into  three  p^rts,  savioi;, 
"  That  for  three  causes  every  fnend  ought  to 
be  welcome  to  another :  1st.  if  he  came  to  re-i 
joice  or  be  merry  with  lib  friend  for  any  sin- 
gular benefit  or -good  hap  that  had  befallen 
him ;  and  therefore  mad6  use  of  this  odd  ex- 
pression, for  a  male  friend,  Et  exultavit  infans 
in  utero  ejus.  The  next  was,  if  the  said  friend 
came  to  comfort  another  in  adversity,  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  book  of  Job.  And  the  last, 
for  trying  his  friend  in  the  time  of  adversity, 
accoitling  to  the  scripture.  In  neceuitate  prp^ 
babiter  timicus.*^ — ^To  this  preface  he  applied, 
^  That  the  king,  their  undoubted  liege  lord 
was  now  come  unto  them,  not  for  one,  but  for 
all  the  three  causes.  For  the  1st,  to  rejoice 
with  them  in  the  great  Providence  and  grace 
of  God,  by  sending  his  person  amongst  them ; 
not  by  any  collateral  means,  or  election,  but. 
by  special  descent  of  inheHtance;  and  for 
thek  good  wills  towards  him,  he  was  therefore 
come  to  give  them  thanks.^'  For  the  2ud, 
"  To  visit  and  comfort  them  in  their  necessi- 
ties and  ad\ersities,  he  was  also  come,  not 
only  for  the  dt^nth  of  the  noble  king  Edw.  and 
tlie  prince  im  son,  but  also  for  the  great  losses 
which  they  had  s^ustained  on  the  sea  coasts, 
and  olsewiiere  within  the  realm  by  their  ene- 
mies. Whereunto,  he  now  was  come,  not  only 
to  proffer  himself  in  aid,  but  to  confirm  aU 
their  liberties ;  to  maintain  the  laws  and  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  and  to  redress  all  that  was  to 
the  contrary."  Thirdly,  "  To  try  or  assay 
them,  he  was  also  come  to  advise  and  council 
with  them  for  suppressing  the  enemy;  and  to 
require  au  aid  of  them,  without  which  he  could 
not  perform  the  same.  For  all  which  reasons 
lie  desired  them  to  consult  together."     ' 

Tlie  next  day,  being  again  assembled,  sir  Rd. 
le  Scroop,  steward  of  the  king's  household,  by 
the  kint<  s  command,  told  the  commons,  '*  That 
he  desired  they  would  advise  him  which  way 
his  and  the  kingdom's  enemies  mij^ht  be  rc-p 
sisted,  and  ho\*  the  expences  of  such  resistance 
was  to  be  bom,  with  the  greatest  ease  to  the 
people,  profit,  and  honour  to  the  kingdom." — 
The  commons,  hereupon,  prayed  the  king, 
"  That  for  the  great  importance  of  tlie  cluuge 
given  them,  m  these  declarations,  and  for  tlje 
weakness  of  their  abilities  to  rfwlvise  the  best, 
he  would  be  pleased  to  let  certain  prelates  aad^ 
lords  be  joined  with  tliem  in  cousultatiun  on 
such  weighty  affairs,  for  the  more  jrfH»edy  and 
happy  dispatch  of  the  business,  whertuitli  t^ey 
were  charged.'*    And  named  tlic  duke  oi  Luiw 
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4Mtery  tba  bps.  of  London,  Ely,  Rochester  and 
Cat&le;  the  earb  of  March,  Arundel,  War* 
wide  an4  Angiw;  the  lord  NevBe,  sir  Hy.  de 
Scroop,  sir  Rd.  le  Scroop,^  and  sir  Rd.  4le  Staf^ 
§»rd ;  whioh  was  accordingly  granted  by  the 
king  in  pttrtianient. 

\Vuke  qf'Lancasteteomplmm  nftke  Cpmrnoiw.] 
l%on  tia»,  the  duke  of  Lancaster  immedi- 
atoiy  arose  from  hia  place,  and  falling  upon  his 
knieea before  the  king,  humbly  prayed  his  maj. 
to  hear  him  a  Uttle  in  a  weigh^  cause  which 
greatly  concerned  himself,  and  said,  ''  That 
tbou^  the  commons  had  chosen  htm  for  one 
^  the  lords  to  commune  with  them  on  the  mat- 
ters in  the  charge,  yet  he  desired  his  maj.  to 
eiicuse  him,  for  that  the  commons  had  spoken 
ik  of  him ;  urging,  that  he  had  committed  ma- 
Bifest  treason,  if  their  report,  which  God  for- 
bid, wa»  true.  That  he  had  been  always  care- 
hk  to  guard  himself  against  any  such  imputa- 
*  lions>  as  it  was  notoriously  known  that  none  of 
Jus  ancestors,  of  one  side  or  other,  was  ever  a 
traitor,  but  almvirs  firm  and  loyal ;  and  it  was  a. 
flMirvenous  tiling  he  should  de>iate  from  the 
kne,  since  he  had  more  to  lose  than  any  other 
man  in  the  kingdom.  That  if  any  man,  of 
what  jfcstate  luid  condition  soever  he  was, 
should  be  so  bold  as  to  lay  treason,  or  other 
ibfiloyaltv  to  his  charj3;e,  or  any  other  thing 
4one  by  him  prdudicial  to  the  kinodom^  he  was 
leady  to  defend  himsdf  by  his  body,  or  others 
wise,  a«  the  king  and  lords  should  award,  as  if 
he  was  the  poorest  knight  batchelor  of  the 
leahn.*^ — ^The  duke  having  ended  his  speech, 
the  bp9.  and  all  the  lords  stood  «p,  asid  with 
one  voice  prayed  him,  that  he  would  learc  otf 
such  discourses,  for  the^  thoivht  no  man  living 
would  say  any  such  things  of  him*  The  com- 
mons also  said,  in  their  own  defence,  <<  That 
it  vfVLS  apparent  and  notorions  they  thought 
him  free  Irom  all  blame  and  defiunation,.  and 
bad  given  an  evident  proof  of  it  in  chusing 
him  to  be  theif  pritidpal  aider,  comforter,  ana 
cdun?ellor  inthispaiL  pmying  with  one  voice, 
to  have  themselves  cleared  from  sach  reports." 
*->Tbe  dttke  replied  again,  **  That  the  words 
had  been  kng^  though  Wisely,  spread  about 
the  kingdom ;  and  thut  he  wondered  much 
how'any  man  couid  or  would  begin,  or  conti- 
nue such  slanders,  for  the  disgrace  und  danger 
that  might  from  thence  ensue.  Because,  the 
first  inventor  of  such  speeches,  by  which  de- 
bate might  arise  betwr^im  the  kinv  and  die 
peers  of  the  land,  was  a  manifest  traWr ;  since 
|ucb  debates  might  turn  to  the  destruction  of 
the  whole  kingdom.  Uo-titerefure  prayed  chat 
«  ^ood  act,  or  ordinance,  might  be  provided  in 
this  pari,  and  a  just  an4  speedy  punishment 
assigned  to  all  the  inventors  of  such  evU  re- 
ports, for  the  preventing  the  danger  of  them 
for  the  time  to  come :  and  as  to  himself,  he 
^hfclared  that  (m  w  half  was  past  alt  should  b^ 
iweiven." 

[A  Speaker  chosen,]  After  these  alterca^ 
tioiis  wc|^  thus  ended,  the  commons  pro- 
ceeded to  business^;  and  sir  Peter  de  la  Mare, 
knight  of  the  shire  tbi'  lieroford5hu:c,  being 


chosen  Speaker  of  the  comtnaiis,  wad  th« 
first  upon  record,  (s6e  Cotton's  Abridgmenty 
p.  155),  made  a  protestation  and  said,  *^  That 
what  he  had  to  dcdare  was  frmn  dicNV 
whoks  body;  and  therefore  re<piiced  that  if  he 
should  happen  to  speak  any  thing,  without 
their  consents,  that  it  ought  to  be  amended 
before  his  departure  from  the  said  place.  He 
comutteuded  the  feats  of  chivalry  heretofore 
practised,  for  which  this  nation  was  so  renown^ 
ed;  and  said,  that  by  the  decay  of  the  satee, 
the  honour  of  the  realm  did  and  would  daily 
decrease.  Iliait  wheceas  merchants  weore  mas« 
ters  of  their  own  ships,  and  had  the  free  dis- 
position of  them,  yet,  formeriv,  one  town  had 
more  good  ships  than  the  whole  nation  at  thia 
time.*'  He  therefore  prayed  that,  "  fiecaoso 
the  king  was  of  tender  age,  for  the  amendment 
of  several  ei-rors  in  tha  government,  and  the 
preservaAon  of  the  realm,  whioh  was  at  that 
time  in  greater  danger  than  ever,  the  king  and 
lords  of  pari,  would  consider,  more  especially^ 
of  three  things : — 1st.  That  they  would  in  that 
pari,  name  and  appoint  9  persons,  of  the  dif^ 
ferent  estates,  to  be  continual  counsellors  to 
the  king  for  the  vSars  of  the  reahn>  along  with 
the  kin^s  other  state  officers;  and  that  they 
might  be  suoh  persons  as  best  knew  bow  to 
avert  impending  dangers^  and  woold  diligently 
attend  to  their  chavge,  for  the  good  govt  and 
preservation  of  the  reahn ;  and  that  tfat  ooas* 
mens  misht  have  the  names  of  those  coun* 
sellers,  who  also  might  be  the  a^oiHd  and  di- 
rectors of  wliat  money  waa  to  be  given  for  the 
wars : — ^find.  Thait  they  would  please  to  name 
and  appoint  those  that  were  to  be  abottt  the 
kitag's  person,  who  were  to  be  men  of  virtuous 
and  honest  cooveraation^  that  they  might  edn- 
cate  fasm  accordiBii;ly ;  and  that  the  charge  of 
the  king's  hoosekdld  might  be  borne  by  the  re- 
venues of  the  crown,  so  that  what  was  granted 
to  the  wars  might  be  expended  that  way  oniy : 
— 3nL  That  the  oommon  law  and  other  sta- 
tutes nnd  ordinances  of  the  laad  might  be  ob- 
served, ratified,  and  confirmed,  and  the  people 
governed  by  them ;  and  that  they  migbtnot  be 
defeated  by  the  singularity  of  any  about  the 
king,  saving,  however,  in  all  thin^  the  regaU- 
ties  and  dignity  of  the  Ipnjg,  to  which  the  cooh 
mons  wouki  have  no  prejudice  done  any  way 
by  their  demands."— The  answer  which  was 
given  to  these  petitions  was,  <*  TktA  the  pre- 
lates mid  lords  would  advise  together,''  com- 
manding the  commons,  in  the  mean  while,  to 
retam  to  their  place. 

Tlie  let  reouest  of  the  commons  beins  re* 
cited  before  the  kin^  and  lords,  waa  by  &em 
granted ;  yet  so  as  the  chancellor,  treasurer, 
and  keeper  of  l3)e  privy  seal,  justieea  of  one 
bfcneh  and  the  other,  and  all  others  oiicers  of 
the  realm,  might  execute  their  offices,  without 
the  presence  of  dhosa  couioeUors,  who  bjr  ad- 
vice of  the  lords  were  then  appointed,  being  9 
in  number,  viz.  the  bps.  of  I^adon,  Carliue, 
and  Salisbury,  the  earls  of  March  and  Stafford, 
sir  Kd.  de  Stafiford,  and  sir  H.  Le  Scroop,  bants. 
sir  John  D'Evereux,  and  sir  Hugh  dqgrav«. 
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knights  bachelors;  who  being  thus  chosen  in 
council  for  this  year,  were  sworn  before  the 
king  himself,  to  do  what  they  were  chosen  for, 
in  tlie  presence  6f  divers  lords  in  pai;L  As  to 
the  2nd  request,  tlie  lords  of  parliament  an- 
swered, "  That  it  seerticd  tu  them  for  many 
causes  too  heavy  and  hard  a  request  to  place 
ajiy  person 'about  the  king,  that  should  not  be 
acceptable  to  hirn ;  or  to  remove  any  officer, 
or  servant,  if  it  were  not  by  his  express  will, 
and  for  some  notable  fault  to  be  proved  against 
such  officers  and  ser\'aiits ;  wherefore  the  lords 
i^ould  not  willingly  me<ldle  with  ^  these  mat- 
•  ters:" — ^To  the  other  part  o£  this  request,  the 
lords  answered,  "  That  they  would  take  good 
deliberation,  and  speak  with  tlie  great  officers. 
of  the  king^s  household  about  it,  and  if  by  their 
advise  it  could  be  done,  saving  the  state  and 
honour  of  the  king,  what  they  de&ired  should 
be  performed." — As  for  the  3rd  petition  it 
seemed  reasonable  to  all  the  lords  tliat  it 
should  be  granted. 

[-4  Subsidi/  grantedj]  Then  the  lords  and 
commons  granted  the  "king  two  15ths  without 
cities  and  boroughs,  and  two  lOths  within  cities 
and  boroughs  for  two  years ;  praying  the  king, 
that  as  well  tjie  money  of  the  said  lOtlis  and 
tSths,  as  the  lOths  granted  by  tlie  clergy,  and 
money  of  the  subsidy  of  wool,  mi^ht  be  in  the 
keeping  of  special  treasurers  by  his  own  ap-. 
pointment,  which  were  Wra.  Walworth  and 
John  Philpot,  merchants  of  London,  who  were 
to  givy  an  account  of  their  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, in  ipanner  as  the  king  and  couucil 
sbouM  order. 

[Alice  pierce  haniihcd.]  In  this  pari.  Alice 
Pierce,  the  late  king's  mistress,  was  brought 
before  the  lords,,  and  accused  of  procuring  a. 
pardon  for  Rd.  Lyon  (who,  in  the  50th  year  of 
Edw.  Iir.  had  b^en  convicted  of  embezzling 
the  public  money)  and  other  high  crimes,  of 
wL^:h,  being  found  guilty,  she  was  sentenced 
to  be  banished,  ^nd  her  estates  confiscated. 
Bu£  with  this  proviso,  "  that  this  law,  particu- 
larly made  ibr  the  prevention  of  such  odious 
things,  should  not  be  made  use  of,  nor  drawn 
into  example,  against  any  other  person,  .or  in 
atny  other  case." 

iPetitions  of  tie  Commons.]  The  foUowuijj 
are  the  most  lemarkable  petitions  presented 
to  the  king. — ^The  commons  prayed,.  "  That 
becau:>e  the  late  kibg  Edward,  was  guided 
fay  evil  counsetlors,  as  hail  been  authenticly 
proved,  tliat  they  might  be  removed  from 
all  the  king's  councils;  and  that  other  ht 
persons  might  be  pnt  in  their  places;  and 
further,  that  no  officers  of  the  ting's  court, 
great  or  smaQ,  do  keep  up  quarrels  or  suits  in 
the  country  by  Maintenance,  nor  meddle  wit^ 
any  thing,  but  what  belonss  to  their  office." — 
As  to  the  Ist  request,  the  king  granted  it ;  and 
as  to  the  ^nd,  touching  Mtiintenance,  he  further 
mforced  it,  by  strictly  fgrbiddiBg  any  counsellor, 
officer,  or  otter  servant,  or  otliers  belonging  to 
iiim,  in  the  kingdom,  to  uphold  any  quarrel  or 
suit  by  Maintenance,  under  pain  o/ losing  their 
offices  and  services,  and  to  be  biiprisoned,  and 
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ransomed  at  the  king's  pleasure. — Another  Pe- 
I  tition  was,  "  That  dunng  tin  king's  niiiioiity, 
the  chancellor,  high  treasurer,  chief  justices  of 
,  one  bench  and  the  other,  the  chief  baron  of 
,  the  excliequcr,  tlie  steward  aiid  treasurer  oV 
the  household,  the  chief  chamberlain  and  clerk 
of  the  privy-seal,  the  wardens  of  die  forests  on 
this  side  Trent  and  bcyotid,  might  be  made  by 
parliathent ;  and  if  it  should  happen,  that  au y 
o(  these  ministers  or  officers  should  be  laid 
aside,  between  one  pari,  and  another,  that  then 
another  be  put  in  hid  place,  by  the  king's  coun- 
cil, nntil  the  next  pari,  should  meet.  This  Pe- 
tition was  likewise  granted  in  part,  that  while 
the  king  was  under  age,  the  counsellors,  chan- 
cellor, steward  of  the  household,  and  cliamber-  . 
lain,  should  be  all  chosen  by  the  lords  in  pari, 
saving  always  the  estate  and  heritage  ot  the 
earl  of  Oxford,  to  the  office  of  chamberlain ; 
and  as  to  the  other  officers  above  named,  the 
king  should  make  tliem  by  the  assent  of  his 
couucil.  Then  the  citizens  of  London  desired, 
"  that  upon  the  king's  special  grace,  and  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  Franchises  of  their  city, . 
if  any  aiticle  in  the  charter  granted  by  liim  and 
his  progenitors,  to  the  said  citizens,  should 
prove  difficult  or  doubtful,  and  might  be  taken 
in  divers  senses,  that  then  tlie  sense  tliey  claim- 
ed to  have  it  in,  should  be  allowed."  To  this 
the  answer  was,  "  that  the  interpretation  of 
the  king's  charters  belonged  to  him :  and  if  any 
doubt  arose  thereupon,  the  king,  by  advice  of 
his  council,  would  make  such  interpretation,  as 
should  be  according  to  reason  and  good  faith.'^ 
The  common^  prayed,  further,  "  That  a  pari, 
might  be  holden  in  a  convenient  place  once  a 
year  to  redress  delays  in  suits,  and  to  end  such^ 
causes  wherein  the  judges  were  of  different  opi- 
nions." Answer,  "  The  statutes  made  for  that 
purpose  shall  be  observed  and  kept ;  and  as  to 
the  place  where  the  parliament  shall  be  holdeu, 
the  king  will  have  the  choice." 

[A  new  Parliament  called.]  On  the  16th  of 
Feb.  1378,  wiits  were  issued  out  to  call  a  new 
pari,  to  meet  at  Westminster  on  the  26th  of 
April.  At  the  day  appointed,  tlie  duke  of  Lan- 
caster, with  several  Dps,  and  lords,  came  to 
the  palace  at  Westm*  and  attended  the  king's 
coming  for  a  long  time ;  but  some  sheriffs  hav- 
ing not  yet  made  their  returns,  tlie  pari,  was 
adjourned  to  next  day ;  and  for  the  same  rea- 
son, on  tliat  day,  it  was  put  off  to  the  follow- 
ing. On  which  day,  being  April  27,  sir  Rd. 
le  Scroop,  lord  chancellor,  opened  the  session 
with  a  speech  to  tliis  purport : — "  1st.  That 
the  king- desired  the  Hberty  of  the  church  might 
be  maintained.  Next,  that  at  the  end  of  the 
last  pari,  his  majesty,  according  to  their  re- 
quest, had  elected 'several  lords  and  others  ta 
be  of  his  continual  council ;  but,  by  reason  of 
the  sudden  breakmg  up  of  that  pari,  hp  was 
not  advised  what  number  they  would  have 
chosen  of  die  latter.  Yet,  what  were  being 
sworn,  they,  with  the  lords  consulted  about  the 
aftain)  of  the  realm,  and  the  great  danger  it  \va* 
in;  and  considering  the  great  charges  nee ei- 
sary  to  support  it,  thC'y  would  not  fully  deter- 
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mine  without  the  advice  of  paiL  However, 
they  a^ecd  to  prepare  a  land  army,  and  a 
navy  ot  ships,  and  lent  the  king  great  sums  uf 
money  to  that  purpose.  Which  navy  and  army 
his  maj.  had  prepared,  and  by  that  means  was 
become  indebted  to  them,  and  to  several  good 
cities  and  towns  for  tlie  same  loan.  Therefore 
he  desired  the  lords  and  commons,  separately, 
to  weigh  well  the  necessities  of  the  nation ,  and 
to  provide  accordingly ;  and  not  to  wonder  at 
the  sudden  calling  of  this  pari,  considering  that 
it  was  done  for  the  king's  honour  and  tlie  safety 
of  the  realih."  The  chancellor  concluded  with 
sayinp>  "  That  for  the  expences  borne  and 
to  be  borne,  the  treasurers  of  the  same  were 
r^ady,  and  should  be  ready,  to  exhibit  their 
accounts." 

[A  FoU-'Tax  granted."]  The  lords  and  com- 
mons taking  into  consideration  the  alarming 
state  of  the  nation,  agreed  that  the  mark  laid 
upon  every  sack  of  wool,  and  the  6d.  hi  the 
pound  for  all  merchandize,  which  was  given  in 
the  last  pari,  should  be  remitted  ;  and  in  lieu 
thereof  they  granted  the  old  subsidy  on  wool, 
ms  it  was  before  that  pari,  for  one  year  from 
Midiaelmas  next.  They  likewise  granted  a 
certain  poll-tax,  to  be  paid  by  persons  of  differ- 
ent sexes,  rvnks,  estates,  ana  degrees  in  tlie 
kingdom;  >vhich  being  a  tax  quite  new,  and 
tlie  act  itself  expressing,  very  particularly, 
what  sum  each  man  or  woman  should  pay,  as 
well  as  the  several  qualities  and  conditions  of 
the  whale  English  nation,  in  those  days,  we 
shall  give,  at  length,  as  translated  from  the 
original  French  in  dr.   Brady's  Appendix. 

**  The  dukes  of  Lancaster  and  Bretaigne, 
each  10  marks.     Also,  every  earl  of  England, 
4l.    The  coontessef*,   who  were  widows,  the 
same  ks  the  earls,  4i.     Every  baron,  banneret, 
or  knight,  who  had  as  good  an  estate  as  the 
barons,  40s.     Every  baroness,  who  is  a  widow, 
as  a  baron ;  and  a  banneressas  a  banneret,  408. 
Every  bachelor  and  every  esq.  who  by  estate 
ought  to  be  made  a  knight,  20s.     Every  widow 
that  was  the  wife  of  a  bachelor,  or  esq.  20s. 
Every  esq.  of  less  estate,  4s.  7d.     Every  wo- 
man, widow  of  such  an  esq.  or  sufficient  mer^ 
chant,  6s.  8d.    Every  esq.  without  possessions, 
lands,  rents  or  goods,  that  is  in  -service,  or 
boars  anus,   Ss.  3d.     llie   chief  pfior  of  the 
hospital  of  St.  John,   as  a  baron,  40s.     Every 
commander  of  the  ?fame  order  of  England,  as 
a  batchclor,  20s.     Every  other  brother,  knight 
uf  the  same  order,  13s.  4d.    All  other  brothers 
of  tRe  same  order,   as  an  esq.  without  posses* 
sions,  3s.  4d.     Every  justice,   as  well  of  the 
one  bench,  as  of  the  other,   and  the  chief  ba- 
ron of  the  exchequer,  each,   100s.      Every 
fietjeant  and  great  apprentice  of  the  law,  40s. 
Other  apprentices  which  follow  the  law,  20s. 
All  other  apprentices  of  less  estate,  and  attor- 
neys, each  6s^  8d.  The  mayor  of  London  shall 
pay  as  au  earl,  4l.    The  aldennen  of  London, 
each  as  a  baron,  40s.     All  other  mayors  of 
great  towns  in  England,  each  as  a  haron,  40s, 
Other  mayors  of  smaller  towns,  according  to 
tlic  value  of  their  catute,  20s.  lOs.  or  6s.  8d. 


And  all  jurats  of  good  towns,  and  great  mer- 
chants of  the  realm,  shall  pay  as  bachelors, 
each,  20s.  Other  sufficient  merchants,  8s.  4d. 
All  lesser  merchants,  and  artificers,  husband- 
men, or  who  live  upon  tillage  according  to  the 
value  of  their  estate,  4  s.  8d.  38.  4d.  2s.  12d.  or 
6d.  Every  Serjeant  and  freeman  of  the  coun- 
try, according  to  their  estate,  68,  8d.  or  40d. 
The  farmers  of  manors,  parsonages  and  granges, 
merchants  of  beasts,  and  other  buyers  and 
sellers,  according  to  their  estate,  6s.  8d.  46d. 
2s.  or  12d.  All  advocates,  notaries,  andproc- 
tors,'who  are  married,  shall  pay  as  Serjeants  of 
the  law,  and  apprentices  of  the  law,  and  attor- 
neys, each  according  to  their  estate,  40s.  SOs, 
or  6s.  8d.  Apparitors  that  are  married,  ac- 
cording to  their  estate,  3s.  4d.  2s.  or  12d. 
All  inn-keepers  that  have  not  the  estate  of  a 
merchant,  snail  pay  according  to  his  estate, 
40d.  2s.  or  12d.  Every  married  man,  for 
hhnself  and  liis  wife,  that  have  not  the  estates 
above-named,  and  above  the  age  of  16,  except 
very  beggars,  4d.  And  every  man  and  woman' 
unmarried,  of  such  an  estate,  and  above  the 
ace  aforesaid,  4d.  Also  every  strange  mer- 
chant, of  what  condition  soever^  shall  pay  ac- 
cording to  his  ability,  as  other  denizens." 
Walsingham  and  Knyghton  alsb  tell  us,  that 
the  cleriry  were  not  exempt  from  this  tax,  but, 
according  to  their  own  custom,  taxed  them- 
selves very  high,  viz.  every  abp.  bp.  and  mitred 
abbot  as  much  as  a  baron ;  e^'ery  abbot  was 
to  pay  40d.  for  each  monk  in  his  monastery ; 
and  the  beneficed  clergy  6s.  8d. 

[A  nerc  Parliament  called.']  Another  pari, 
was  summoned  to  meet  on  the  20th  of  Oct. 
1378  at  Gloucester ;  but  though  this  pari,  met 
on  the  day  appointed,  yet  no  business  was  be- 
guh  till  the  day  foUowhig.  When,  being  all 
assembled,  the  king  with  his  three  uncles,  of 
Lancaster,  Cambridge  and  Buckinghani,  the 
two  abps.  prelates,  lords  and  commons,  in  the 
great  hall  of  die  abbey  of  Gloucester ;  dr. 
Houghton,  bp.  of  St.  David's,  then  lord  chanc. 
declared  the  cause  of  the  summons  to  be ; — 
**  1st,  for  tlie  liberties  of  the  church,  the 
maintenance  of  the  laws  and  observations  of ' 
the  peace;  2n(i,  beaiuse  it  had  been  enacted, 
that  a  purl,  should  be  holden  ondea  year;' 
3rd,  because  that  his  maj.  desired  to  see  and 
consult  with  so  honourable  an  assembly,  as 
was  there  gathered  in  God's  name,  and  he 
commended  unity  and  concord  amongst  them 
according  to  tlie  resemblance  of  the  church. 
Another  great  cause  was,  tliat  the  king,  being 
left  in  the  midst  of  great  wars,  could  neither 
endure  nor  maintain  the  same  without  their 
aid  and  assistance.  That  since  the  great  mis- 
chief and  damage  done  by  the  Scots,  about 
Roxborough,  though  the  truce  still  subsisted, 
they  had  alHed  themselves  with  France  against 
England;  in  order  to  annoy  us.  All  which  re- 
quired their  utmost  consideration  to  prevent. 
He  reminded  them  of  two  evils,  1st,  that  the 
law  of  the  land  and  the  law  of  arms  do  not 
concur  tocether ;  and  with  certain  similitudes 
required  them,  of  those  tw6  laws,  to  make  a 
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relative^  so  as  each  may  stand  with  the  other. 
The  next  was  to  provide  a  remedy  against  slan- 
derers, and  sowers  of  discord  b«tween  nobles, 
gentlemen  and  neighbours ;  which  kind  of  men 
he  resembled  to  dogs  that  devour  raw  tiesh, 
ance  they  eat  and  consume  living  men.  For 
all  which  enormities  he  wished  them  to  seek 
redress ;  and  to  be  there  the  next  day  by  eight 
o'clock,  to  hear  fiirthcr  declarations ;  and  di- 
rected the  commons  to  consult  in  the  chapter- 
house of  the  abbey  aforti»aid.^  The  next  day 
sir  Rd.  le  Scroope,  then  steward  of  tl\e  hous- 
hold,  enlarged  upon  the  causes  of  calling  this 
pari,  and,  excusing  his  own  inability,  told  the 
preUues,  lords  and  commons,  ^*  That  the  na- 
tion was  encompassed  with  enemies,  which 
daily  cncreased.  That  the  ports  of  Cherburgh 
and  Brest,  which  of  a  long  time  had  been  m 
the  hands  of  the  English,  besides  Calais,  Bour- 
deaux  and  Bayonnc,  ^ith  the  adjacei^  terri to- 
nes, were  very  clmrgeable  to  maintain,  since 
Calais,  with  its  marches  all  limits  about  it,  cost 
the  kmg  24,000L  every  year,  Brest  12,000 
^arks,  and  the  other  3  plaqes  according  to 
the  same  rate." 

[A  Speaker  cho$en,'\  We  now  come  to  the 
second  instance  on  record,  where  a  Speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons  is  expressly  named  as 
such,  and  recognized  by  the  king  in  somewhat 
the  same  form  as  is  done  at  this  day.  For  im- 
mediately after  the  lord  chanc.  and  sir  Rd.  le 
Scroop  had  ended  their  harangues,  sir  Js,  Pick- 
ering, having  been  elected  Spe-aker  of  tlie 
house  of  commons,  came  with  the  whole  body 
of  them  before  the  king,  prelates  and  lords,  in 
pari,  and  there  made  protestiUion,  as  well  for 
the  whole  commons  of  England,  as  for  himself, 
to  this  effect:-^"  First,  if  be  should  utter  nny 
thiAg  to  the  prejudice,  damage,  slander  or  dis- 
grace of  the  king  or  his  crown,  or  in  lessening 
the  honour  or  estates  of  the  grt;at  lords,  it  might 
not  be  taken  notice  of  by  Uie  king;  su^d  that 
the  lords  would  pass  it  by,  us  it'  nothing  had 
been  said  ;  for  the  commons  highly  desired  to 
maintain  the  honour  and  estate  o^  the  king,  and 
the  rights  of  the  crown ;  as  also  to  preserve 
the  rev<;rcnce  due  to  the  lords  in  all  points. 
Then,  as  for  his  own  person,  he  made  protest 
tation,  that  if  by  inaiscretion  he  spoke  any 
thing  by  conmion  assent  of  his  fellow  meinbci-s, 
it  might,  either  then  or  afterwards,  be  amended 
by  them."  lie  then  rehearsed,  bnefly,  the  ar- 
ticles given  them  in  char«je :  "  And  (ir^t,  us  to 
the  liberties  and  franchises  granted  to  holy 
church,  and  for  the  king's  promise  of  entirely 
preserving  the  good  laws  and  customs  of  his 
kingdom;  and  punishing  such  as  should  act 
against  them ;  the  commons  humbly  tliankcd 
him  with  their  whole  hearts,  kneeling  upon  the 
ground,  and  praying  God  they  might  be  put  in 
dae  execution.  That,  as  to  the  aid  the  king 
demanded  of  hii  commons  for  the  defence  and 
safety  of  his  kingdom,  and  for  the  safeguard  of 
his  lordiships,  lands,  tmvns  and  forts  boyond 
tea,  and  toward  liis  wars,  Uie  commons  said, 
(hat  in  the  last  par|.  in  his  first  year,  tUc  same 
Ibmgs  were  shewn  unto  thc\n  \fx  bchatf  of  the 


king,  at  which  time  they  answered,  it  was  ap- 
parent the  king  had  not  so  great  need  for  un 
aid,  seeing  he  had  in  his  hands  the  priories 
alien,  the  subsidies  of  wool,  the  revenues  of  the 
crown,  the  lands  of  the  prince  his  father,  and 
many  other  great  lordships,  by  the  non-age  of 
the  heirs  of  them ;  and  that  therefore  they  still 
conceived  there  must  be  great  plenty  of  money 
in  the  treasuiy."  To  this  the  kini^^  council  in 
pari,  then  answered,  "  That  the  late  charge  of 
the  coronation  had  been  very  great,  and  that 
the  money  upon  those  funds  they  mentioned 
came  in  very  slowly,  nor  could  they  he  collect- 
ed soon  enough  for  an  expedition  that  year;  ' 
^nd  it  was  then  further  proposed,  that  if  the 
commons  would  furnish  the  king  with  a  great 
sum  of  money  to  make  such  an  expedition  as 
might  be  for  the  destruction  of  his  enemies,  they 
(the  council)  hoped  he  might  have  money  suf^ 
ticient  hereafter  from  time  to  time  to  mnintaia 
the  war,  and  defend  the  kingdom  without  them." 
To  this  the  commons  replied,  "  that  in  hopes 
of  that  promise  to  be  discharged  of  all  tallages 
for  a  long  time,  tlicy  had  granted  a  greater 
sum  than  had  ever  been  given  to  any  king  to. 
be  levied  in  so  shoit  a  time ;  and  that  all  things* 
considered,  it  seemed  to  the  commons  that 
there  must  needs  he  a  great  sum  in  tlie  trea- 
sury, besides  what  had  been  expended  in  the 
last  voyage ;  so  that  the  king  had  no  need  to 
charge  the  conmions,  'who  were  in  a  lower 
condition  than  ever,  by  reason  of  that  pay- 
ment, and  also  by  the  murrain  among  their 
cattle,  and  their  enemy's  burnings  and  depre- 
dations upon  the  sea-coasts;  that  their  corn 
and  cattle  were  at  so  low  a  rate,  that  no  mo- 
ney could  he  raised  at  present;  whereupon 
they  prayed  the  king  to  excuse  them,  as  not 
being  able  to  bear  any  further  charge  of  mere 
poverty."  To  all  which  sir  Rd.  le  Scroop  replied, 
by  making  protestation,  "  tliat  he  knew  of  no 
such  promise  qiade  by  the  king  in  the  last 
pari,  and,  saving  the  honour  and  reverence 
due  to  the  king  and  lords,  what  the  commons 
said  was  not  true;  and  as  to  the  sul>sidy  last 
gninted,  that  a  great  part  of  it  was  still  in  tho 
treasury;  to  wit,  of  the  two  15ths  and  two 
lOtlis;  but  as  to  the  wool  that  had  been  given 
in  that  pari,  he  vouched  the  testimony  of  Wm, 
Walworth  and  John  Phil  pot,  who  by  tlieir 
consent  were  appointed  receivers  of  the  same, 
that  every  penny  tliereof  was  expended  upon 
the  war,  and  that  none  of  it  came  to  the  high 
treasurer  of  F^ngland,  or  any  other,  to  the  n>e 
of  the  king:  tliat  the  revenues  of  the  crown^ 
considering  the  annuities  and  other  charges 
upon  them,  granted  by  hb  father  and  grands 
father,  were  so  small,  tliat  without  the  customs 
of  wool,  and  lauds  of  the  priors  aliens,  the  ho- 
nour and  estate  of  the  king  could  not  be  main- 
tained ;  tyad  therefore  they  were  to  know,  that 
according  to  reason  they  ought  to  relinquish 
their  complaint."  Whereupon  the  commons,  af- 
ter a  short  deliberation,  made  it  their  request  to 
the  king,  "  tbat  he  would  please  to  shew  them 
how,  and  m  what  manner,  the  great  sums  given 
for  the  war  h^d  be<^u  expended^  and  i^so  that 
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he  would  please  to  let  them  know  the  names 
of  such  as  should  be  the  great  offecers  of  the 
kingdom,  and  who  were  to  be  his  counsellors 
tind  governors  of  his  person  (being  yet  of  ten- 
der age)  for  the  next  year,  a»  it  had  been  be- 
fore ordained  in  pari."    To  which  it  was  aif- 
swered  on  behalf^  of  the  king,  by  the  said  sir 
Richard,  "  that  though  there  never  Wtts  any  ac- 
count yet  given  of  subsidies,  or  any  other  gi*ants 
made  m  pari,  or  out  of^)arl.  to  the  commims, 
or  any  other,  but  to  the  king  and  his  officers ; 
yet  that  the  king  willed  and  commanded  of  his 
own  motion,  to  please  the  commons,  (not  that 
it  was  of  right  for  him  so  to  do,  or  that  he 
was  obliged   to  it,  only  by  reason  of  their 
request  now  made,)  that  William  Walworth 
then  present,  witli  some  of  his  council,   as- 
signed thereunto  by  him,  should  in  writing 
clearly  shew  them  the  receipts  and  cxpences, 
so  as  It  should  not  be  drawn  into  an  example 
for  the  future.     As  to  the  officers,  the  king 
had  caused  them  to  be  chosen  by  the  advice 
of  the  lords;  and  as  to  his  counsellors,  they 
should  be  sjicii  as  pleased  him,  whose  names 
he  would  shortly  gi^e  them  in  writing.    That 
the  king  not  only  commanded  them,  but  all 
the  lords  there  present  desired,  that  having  due 
consideration  of  the  great  and  apparent  dan- 
gers on  ajl  sides,  they  Mrould  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom ;  which  not  only  con- 
cerned the   king,  but  all  and  every  one  of 
them,  and  therefore  to  consider  how  the  war 
might  be  maintained;  and  that  they  would 
give  as  speedy  an  answer  as  they  could,  that 
the  pari,  might  have  an  end,  and  good  effect; 
for  the  ease  of  the  king,  the  lords,  and  them- 
selves, as  abo  for  the  profit  of  the  kingdom, 
and  discharge  of  the  poor  commons,  that  every 
day  paid  their  cxpenceij  during  the  pari."  This 
wiiboue  ofthe  pnncipal  charges  given  the  first 
duy:    another  was,   "that  if  any  fault  was 
found  in   any  part  of  the    kingdom    or  go- 
vernment, in  the  laws  or  any  other  Aanner, 
that  they  would  bring  in  their  petitions  con- 
cerning It,  a.id  theyshould  have  due  remedy," 
[I'ctU  ioJis  of  tfie  Commons.]    Then  the  com- 
mons  desired*    "  to  have  a  time  limited  to 
bring  in  theii-  common  bills  or  petitions,  and 
that    it  might  be  prolonged  to  the  feast  of 
AlUSouls    next    coming."    Also     the    com- 
mons prayeil  the  king  **  to  have  a  copy   of 
the  enrolment  of  the   subsidy   of  loths  and 
lOths,  as  tliey  had  been  eniered  upon  the  roll 
of  pari,  for  I  hem  to  advise  upon:"  and  this 
was  grante.l  at  the  king's  pleasure,  and  not  up- 
on their  request.     They  prayed  likewise,  "  that 
5  or  6  prelates  and  lords  might  come  to  the 
cojiimons,    to   treat  with    them   about   their 
charge ;"  but  the  lords  answered,  "  they  nei- 
ther ought  nor  would  do  it  in  that  manner, 
which  hiid  never  bocMi  ?ecn  but  in  the  three 
last  parliament^;  for  the  custom  was  for  the 
lords  to  choose  a  small  number  of  6  or  10,  and 
the  commons  as  many  of  ihemsirflves,  to  treat 
together  wuhout  noise;  and  thgn  report  what 
they  hud  do.tC  to  their  companior^s,  of  one 
part,  and  the  other;  and   according  tO   this 


method  the  lords  ivould  act,  nhd  oa  other- 
wise." To  this  the  commons  assented)  to  pro- 
ceed as  had  anciently  been  used. 

After  the  commons  had  seen  and  examined 
the  enrolment,  receipts,  and  expencesi  they 
were  well  satisfied  with  thein,  as  being  ho^ 
nourable  for  the  king  and  kingdom ;  and  only 
said,  "  that  46,000/.  which  was  expended  in 
keeping  several  countries,  places,  and  for- 
tresses, as  the  marshes  of  Calais,  Brest,  and 
Cherburgh,  Gascoigny,  and  Ireland,  was  not 
to  be  charged  upon  them ;  nor,  as  it  seenied 
to  them,  were  they  bound  to  bear  any  foreign 
charge."  To  which  it  was  answered  by  the 
king's  council,  "  that  Gascoigny  and  the  forts 
beyond  sea  were  barbicans,  and  as  it  were 
out-works  and  defences  to  England ;  and  if 
they  were  well  gtiarded,  and  the  sea  well  kept, 
the  kingdom  would  be  quiet,  otheru'ise  it 
could  not  be  so."  The  commons  then  pro- 
posed, "  that  this  charge  be  defrayed  by  the 
goods  and  estate  of  Edw.  III.  which  the  king 
possessed,  and  was  much  enriched  by  it." 
Whereto  it  was  answered,  "  that  those  goods 
were  justly  appraised,  and  delivered  to  those 
his  grandfather  was  indebted,  except  some  ne- 
cessaries reserved  for  his  own  house,  for  which 
he  had  paid  in  part,  and  was  to  pay  in  whole 
for  the  satisfaction  of  his  creditors :"  and  there- 
fore the  king  commanded,  and  the  prelates 
and  lords  prayed  them,  as  they  had  done  be- 
fore, "  to  advise  about  their  charge,  and  give 
good  and  effectual  answers  thereunto,  with  as 
much  haste  as  might  be,  for  the  common  pro- 
fit of  the  kingdom,  and  case  of  the  lords  and 
themselves." 

[A  Subsidy  granted.]  At  length,  notwith- 
standing all  these  excuses,  the  prelates,  lords, 
and  commons,  perceiving  the  great  perils 
wherewith  the  land  was  encompassed,  and  die 
great  and  extraordinary  expences  the  king  was 
to  be  at  for  the  safety  and  defence  thereof, 
agreed  and  granted  the  king  the  former  subsi- 
dy of  wool,  leather,  and  wool-fells  for  3  years, 
VIZ.  of  wool  43s.  4d.  the  sack,  and  of  wool- 
fells  as  much,  that  is,  for  every  2 10  of  each, 
accounting^ six  score  to  the  100;  as  also  for 
leather,  4l.  6s.  8d.  on  every  last  which  should 
be  exported  by  denizens  and  strangers,  besides 
the  ancient  oustojn;  and  as  an  additional 
grant,  they  gave  13?.  4d.  more  for  everv  sack 
of  wool;  as  much  for  every  240  wool-fells; 
and  for  evei-y  last  of  leather  1 1.  6t.  8d.  Al?o 
they  gave  6(1.  in  the  Ih.  for  every  lb.  value 
of  merchandise,  a^  well  of  denizens  aj.  stran- 
gers, both  imported  and  exported  for  one  year. 
And  then  the  pari,  was  dis:,olved. 

[A  new  Parlinmcftt  caUed.l  Writs  were 
issued  for  a  new  parliament  to  meot  ut 
Wesfm,  on  the  J4th  of  Jan.  137^5;  but  fc- 
veral  sheriff^  not  huvine  retv:rned  their  writ?, 
an  adjournment  took  place  till  the  next  dny. 
On  which  the  kine,  bp?.  lords,  and  connnons 
being  assembled  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  the 
lord  chancellor  sir  lid.  le  Scroop,  by  the  king's 
command,  declared  the  cause  of  the  summons 
to  tlxis  efr'ect : — "  1st.  For  the  hberties  ol'  the 
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church,  the  maintenance  of  laws,  an^  preser- 
vation of  the  peace: — 2nd.  because  the  rega- 
lity of  the  king's  crown  was  much  impaired,  in 
sevefal  instances,  as  well  by  the  court  of  Rome 
as  otherwise  ;  and  therefore  the  provisions 
•inade  for  supporting  it  ought  to  be  well  ob- 
seri'ed,  and  other  remedies  provided  for  that 
purpose : — 3rd.  to  consult  how  to  resist,  not 
only  the  enemies  of  France,  Spain,  and  Scot- 
land, who  had  raised  hot  wars  against  us,  but 
also  to  suppress  the  rebels  of  Ireland  and  Gas- 
toigny,  ana  how  to  defencf  the  king's  dominions 
l)cyond  sea.  All  which,  because  they  could 
not  be  accomplished  without  their  aid,  he  de- 
sired they  would  consult  about  and  advise  ac- 
cordingly." He  ftirther  told  them,  «  That  the 
jpant  made  by  them  at  Gloucester  of  the  new 
increase  of  wools,  and  6d.  *in  the  pound  on 
merchandize,  which  had  been  revoked  in  the 
next  pari,  on  the  grant  of  the  Poll-Tax,  and 
which  was  promised  to  be  able  to  raise  20,000 
armed  men,  and  as  many  archers  had  fallen 
short ;  for  the  charge  of  those  soldiers  came  to 
50,000 1.  besides  other  expences  there  de- 
clared, for  all  which  the  king  stood  indebted; 
whereof  be  willed  them  to  have  due  considera- 
tion." Lastly,  he  added,  "  That  the  lords  of 
the  Great  Council  were  ready  to  lay  before 
them  the  receipts  of  the  last  subsidial  grants, 
and  the  disbursements  of  the  same." 

^A  Speaker  chosen. '\  Aflq^  appointing  re- 
ceivers and  tryers  of  Petitions  as  usual,  the 
commons  adjourned  to  tlieir  place;  and  soon 
after  returned  into  pari,  with  sir  John  Gilders- 
^urgh,  kt.  whom  they  had  chosen  Speaker, 
.who,  making  tlie  usual  protestation  first, 
"  prayed  that  the  prelates  and  other  lords  of 
the  king's  standing  council  might  be  discharged, 
and  none  such  for  the  future  be  retained ;  be- 
cause they  said,  that  now  the  king  was  of  good 
disrretion,  in  respect  of  his  age,  which  was  the 
same  with  his  grandfather's,  at  his  coronation ; 
who  then  had  no  other  councellors,  but  the  five 
principal  oihcers  of  his  realm.  Praying,  also, 
that  those  five  officers,  viz.  the  chancellor,  the 
treasurer,  keeper  of  the  prK-y-seal,  chief  cham- 
Wrlain,  and  steward  of  tl^e  household,  might 
not  he  renewed  or  changed  until  the  next  pari. 
Tlipy  likewise  praj^ed  that  a  commission  might 
be  issued  out  to  certain  persons  to  survey  and 
examine,  in  all  his  courts  and  palaces,  the  state 
of  the  king's  household,  tlie  expences  and  re- 
ceipts in  all  the  offices,  &c."  This  last  was 
granted,  and  a  commission  was  made  out  to  the 
earls  of  Arundele,  Warwick,  and  Stafford  ;  tlie 
lords  Latimer,  Brian,  and  Monracute,  with 
.^ohn  Uaisting?,  John  Gildersburgh,  and  Edw. 
J)alvn5nj^e,  knights;  Wm.  Walworth  and 
J.ihu  Philpot,  citizens  of  London,  and  Thomas 
Craa,  citizen  of  York,  with  others,  to  execute 
and  report  tbe  same. 

[A  Snpptu  grunted. 1  The  lords  and  com- 
mons tou^ctLer,  "  considering  that  the  king 
and  kin;;rciom  was  surrounded  with  enemies, 
who  with  great  force  endeavoured  all  they 
could,  as  well  by  sea  as  land,  ,to  destroy  thctii 
#        Jbotli,  and  even  to  extinguish  the  English  lan- 


guage. Therefore,  for  the  defence  and  safetJ 
of  the  kingdom,  and  for  the  good  success  m 
the  expedition  ordei-ed  into  Brirannv,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  said  enemies,  they  freenr 
granted  to  the  king  one  15th  aiid  a  half,  witlf- 
out  the  cities  and  burghs,  and  one  lOth  and  a 
half  within  those  pliices.  With  this'  prayef, 
that  this  subsidy,  and  what  was  remaining  4f 
the  other,  given  liist  .pari,  mi^ht  be  only  ajl- 
plied  for  the  expedition  into  Bntanny,  and  "njo 
where  else." — "'  Considering  also  that  the  sub- 
sidy on  wools,  leather  and  wool-fells,  was  to 
end  at  Michaelmas  next;  and  thiat  from  ihencis 
the  king  would  not  be  able  to  support  tlie  great 
charge  of  carrying  on  the  wai-  in  the  marcfies 
of  Calais,  Brest,  Cherburgh,  in  Gascoigny,  jp 
Ireland,  and  in  the  marches  of  Scotland,  tiiej 
granted  the  same  subsidies,  from  the  time  thcr 
were  to  end  at,  until  the  Michaelmas  twelve 
month.  And,  withal,  praying  the  kiug  th^^jt 
thpre  might  not  be  another  pari,  called,  tp 
charge  his  poor  pommous  till  a  year  dfCer  thut 
time." 

Mr.  Tyrrel  has  observed,  in  the  Records^  m 
remarkable  transaction  done  in  this  pari,  omit- 
ted by  dr.  Brady,  which  was  thij>,  "  ihjU  whpp 
the  lung  and  botli  houses  re&otved  to  enlai^e 
the  powers  of  the  justices  of  pcace^  the  pre* 
lates  and  clergy,  in  their  convociiijon,  mad^fl 
an  express  protestation  against  it,  tliat  it  haS 
not,  or  ever  should  pass,  witli  their  cotueiits. 
The  answer  the  kiug  gave  to  this,  waSj  '  That 
he  would  not  forbear,  for  their  piotestatiotiis, 
to  make  his  justices  as  he  wat^  \^  out,  mid  by  \\\^ 
coronation  oath  was  ohlig(  I  to  do  J  rroui 
whence  that  author  observes  '  iliut  the  clergy- 
assembled  in  convocation,  wt^re  nat  then  iook-- 
ed  upon  as  a  distinct  estate  of  parL  a.^  some 
men,  without  any  just  grounds  have  suppoacd,* 
(See  Tyrrel's  Hi.^t.  of  Eng.  vol.  iii.  p.  Sjl.) — 
We  sliall  take  our  leave  of  this  pari,  with  o$- 
sen  ing,  that  now  sir  Rd.  le  Sci-oop,  Toj:  what 
reason  is  not  mentioned,  surrendered  his  oftice 
of  chancellorship,  and  Simon  Sudbury,  abp.  qf 
Canterbury  was  put  in  his  place ;  which  was 
then  looked  upon  as  a  degradation  to  his  ax- 
chieplscopal  dignity. 

[A  newParliament  called.]  Inl380,wrlts wcrp 
issued  out  Jto  sunniion  a  pari,  to  meet  the  day 
after  the  Feast  of  All-Samts,  at  Northampton. 
At  the  time  appointed  it  was,  as  usual,  ad- 
journed for  some  days,  because  that  again  the 
continual,  rains  had  inudo  the  roads  almost  uii- 
passable;  when,  at  last,  being  all  met  (hat 
could  con\e  (for  several  lords  were  with  tJ(8 
duke  of  Lancaster,  uu  tlie  Scotch  borders)  in  ?i 
chamber  belonging  to  the  priory  of  st.  Andrew, 
in  Nortiiampton,  the  hbp.  of  Cantorhur)^  as 
chancellor,  declared  the  caiise  of  their  meet- 
ing, and  siiid,  "  That  they  could  not  be  igno- 
rant that  the  earl  of  Buckingham  had  been 
sent  into  France,  with  an  army  wliich  hadcoj^t 
the  king  more  money  than  w;is  siivcn  Jiim  oy 
the  last  pari.  Besides,  the  late  expeditiou  into 
Scotland,  the  defence  of  Guienne,  amPth^ 
charp'.s  he  had  bcei?  at  in  Ireland,  had  p^ii  the 
king  under  iuch  ^ixai  necesbitics,  that  Lc  Ii-id 
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been  forced  to  pawn  his  jewels ;  the  subsidy 
on  wools  raising  very  little,  because  of  the  pre- 
.sent  disturbance  in  Flanders.  That  the  soldiers 
in  the  marches  of  Calais,  Brest,  and  Cher- 
burgh,  were  in  arrcar  more  than  3  months,  and 
it  was  feared  they  might  desert  for  want  of 
their  pay.  That  the^  were  to  consider  the 
king  was  very  much  m  debt,  and  was  bound 
by  covenant  and  indenture  to  pay  the  earl  of 
Buckingham,  with  others  concerned  in  that  ex- 
pedition, for  another  half  year,  now  nearly 
ended ;  and  that  the  king  was  also  at  a  very 
ereat  charge  in  guarding  the  coasts.  Lastly,* 
be  desired  them  to  advise  the  king  how  these 
expenccs  were  to  be  bom,  with  the  most  ease 
to  his  subjects ;  and  how  the  kingdom  might 

.  be  best  defended  against  all  its  enemies,  both 
by  sea  and  land,  in  as  short  ^  time  as  possible/* 
[^Debdte  upon  raising  a  Suppl^.^  The  com- 
mons took  only  one  day  to  treat  about  these 
afllairs,  and  then  returned  to  the  house  of  loi'ds, 
where,  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  prelates, 
and  peers,  sir  John  Gildersburgh,  again  their 
Speaker,  "  demtmdcd  a  more  clear  declaration 
of  what  had  been  said  to  them ;  and,  espcci- 

•  aHy,  what  sum  was  demanded  to  support  the 
ciiai"ge;  prayini:^,  that  no  more  might  be  re- 
quired than  was  necessary,  because  the  com- 
mons were  poor,  and  little  able  to  bear  so  great 
a  chaise  any  longer."  Whereupon,  a  schedule 
was  delivered  in,  by  the  king's  great  officers 
and  council,  containing  the  sums  necessary, 
which  amounted  to  160,0001.  sterling.  The 
commons  replied,  "  That  they  thought  the 
sum  was  too  much,  and,  really,  insupportable ; 
and  prayed  that  no  more  might  be  demanded 
than  what  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
causes  set  forth.  And,  farther,  desired  the 
prelates  and  lords  would  treat  by  themselves 
about  the  matter,  and  propound  the  ways  by 
which  any  reasonable  sum  might  be  levied  and 
collected."  The  lords  took  time  to  consult 
about  this  affair,  and,  when  they  were  agreed, 
they  ordered  the  commons  to  come  before 
them,  and  told  them  what  they  resolved  upon; 
**  1st,  that. a  certain  sura  of  so  many  Groats 
might  be  paid  by  every  person  in  the  kingdom, 
both  males  and  females,  the  more  able  to  help 
the  less.  2ndly,  If  that  was  not  agreeable  ;  to 
have  an  imposition  upon  all  manner  of  mer- 
chandizes, bought  and  sold  within  the  realm, 
for  a  certain  time,  every  time  they  should  be 
sold,  to  be  paid  by  the  vender.  And,  Srdly, 
their  advice  was  to  raise  a  certain  sum,  by 
lOths  and  15ths ;  but  because  the  last  method 
"was  grievous  to  the  poor  commons,  and  tliat 
'they  could  not  know  what  sum  it  would  raise, 
nor  in  what  time  the  other  ways  could  be  ex- 
pedited, tfierefore  the  lords  thought  proper  to 
pitch  upon  the  Groats;  and  proposed  4  or  5 
to  be  levied  upon  every  person,  as  above,  this 
way  of  tal|(^e  §eeming  to  them  the  best  and 
latrsii  easy  to  the  subject." 

The  corfnmons,  aftey  debating  a  long  time 
about  tlie  mann{;r  of  this  le^,  came  ihto  full 
pari,  and  made  protestation,  "That  they  came 
not  to  grant  any  thing  that  dtiv ;  but  thvy  said^ 


that  if  the  Clergy  would  support  a  third  part  of 
the  charge,  they  would  grant  100,0001.  to  hp 
raised  by  a  certain  number  of  groats,  so  that 
the  clergy  would  raise  50,0001.  which  was  but 
reasonable,  for  that  they  potssessed  a  tliird  part 
of  the  kii^om;  and  prayed  the  king  and 
lords  to  move  it  to  them  speedily,  to  agree  to 
this  proposal."  To  which  the  prelates  replied,  ■ 
"  That  their  grants  were  never  made  in  pari, 
nor  ought  to  be :  that  the  laymen  neither  could 
nor  should  constrain  them  in  that  case ;  and 
claimed  the  Liberty  of  the  Church,  which  be- 
fore that  time  they  had  ever  enjoyed.  They 
desired  tliat  the  Commons  might  be  enjoined 
to  do  what  tliey  ought  and  were  bound  to  do ; 
as  for  themselves^  they  would  act,  under  the 
present  necessities,  as  they  had  done  before." 

[A  Capitation  Tax  granted^l  At  last  the 
lords  ancf  commons  agreed  upon  a  Capitationn* 
Tax,  which  was  to  be  three  groats  of  every 
person  of  the  kingdom,  male  or  female,  of  the 
age  of  15,  c^what  state  and  condition  soever, 
except  beggars ;  the  sufhcient  people  in  every 
town  to  contribute  to  the  assistance  of  the  less 
able ;  so  as  none  paid  abo\'e  00  groats,  inclu? 
ding  himself  and  his  wife.  It  was  further 
enacted,  "  That  no  knight,  citizen,  or  burgess 
of  this  pari,  should  be  collector  of  this  money,  / 
but  that  the  king  should  appoint  such  at 
should  eqiiallyJevy  it,  according  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  grant,  throughout  the  kingdom." 
Our  oldest  English  Chronicles  call  this  tax  a 
'  new  and  a  strange  subsidy :'  Hollingshead 
writes,  that  '  great  grudging,  and  many  a  bitter 
curse  followed  on  the  levying  this  money,  and 
much  mischief  rose  thereof  as  after  did  appear*' 
We  may  reasonably  suppose  that  no  common 
rcacjer  of  English  history  is  unacquainted  with 
the  history  of  this  rebellion  and  its  tragical 
consecjujBnccs ;  Walsingham  and  Knyghton, 
both  living  at  thnt  tune,  are  very  particular  in 
their  relation  of  it ;  to  whom,  or  tneir  copiers, 
we  must  refer. 

1^^  new  Parliament  caUtd,"^  The  Rebellion 
being  at  length  suppressed,  the  king  thought 
proper  to  send  out  writs,  dated  July  16,  Ibf 
a  pari,  to  meet  at  Wcstm.  oi^  the  14th  of  Sep. 
following.  It  was  afterwards  prorogued  to  the 
day  after  All-Souls ;  and  by  reason  of  a  quarre)  ' 
which  had  happened  between  die  duke  of 
Lancaster  and  the  carl  of  Northumbe^^an(^^ 
w  ho  came  to  pari,  with  each  a  great  retinue  of 
armed  followers,  it  was  further  adjourned  till 
the  king  could  make  up  the  difference,  which 
was  happily  ended,  a  few  days  after,  by  causing 
the  earl  to  ask  the  duke's  pardon.  On  tho 
meeting  Wm.  Courtney,  elect  abp.  of  Canter* 
bury,  and  now  chaac.  of  England,  declared 
the  cause  of  the  summons,  and  took  for  his 
theam,  "  jRcx  convenirc  fecit  consilinm.**  11^ 
applied  hi.s  text  to  the  ^ood  and  virtuous  go- 
vernment of  the  king,  during  his  reign  :  afhnn- 
ing,  "  That  no  reign  could  long  endure,  if  vico 
reigned  in  it ;  to  redress  which  this  pari,  wa* 
called,  since  the  laws  now  in  being  were  not 
^ble  to  do  it."  And,  after  the  usual  form  fpf 
receiving  petitions  was  settled,  ^hc  chanc.  told 
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them  that,  this  being  Saturdaj^  the  cause  of 
their  meeting  should  oe  more  special]  j  declared 
to  them  on  the  Monday  next.  On  which  day 
the  commons  were  called  over  by  their  names, 
in  the  white-chamber  at  Westm.  when  sir 
Hugh  Segrave,  treasurer  of  England,  by  the 
king's  command,  reminded  them  of  the  abp's. 
oration,  and  said,  ^  That  the  chief  caose  of 
their  summons  was ;  first,  to  take  cafe  of  the 
church's  liberties  and  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  peace ;  and,  especially,  to  pu- 
nish the  authors  of  the  late  horrible  tumults 
and  rebellion  made  against  the  king,  who  had 
been  forced  to  grant  to  thetebels  Charters  of 
liberty  and  Manumission,  who  were  only 
bond-tenants  and  villains  of  the  realm,  under 
the  great  seal  of  England.  Which  the  king 
knowing  to  be  done  against  law,  desired  them 
to  seek  remedy  and  provide  for  the  confirma- 
tion or  revocation  thereof"  Lastly,  he  said, 
**  Tlie  king  was  much  in  debt,  and  in  great 
want  of  money  to  maintain  liis  court  and  the 
wars." 

[^  Speaker  choten.^  The  commons  retiring 
to  their  accustomed  place,  the  Chapter-House 
of  Westm.  abbey,  chose  sir  Rd.  WaJsgrave,  kt. 
their  Speaker;  and  returning  with  him  into 
pari,  the  said  sir  Rd.  dei^ired  to  be  excused  and 
discharged  firom  the  office ;  but  the  king  insbtr 
ing,  upon  hb  allegiance,  that  he  shouki  stand 
**  as  being  chosen  by  his  companions,''  he 
made  the  usual  protestation.  This  is  the  first 
instance  of  a  Speaker  pleading  to  be  excused. 
Afterwards  the  lords  and  commons,  together, 
came,  unanimously,  to  this  rescrfution,  **  That 
all  grants  of  liberties  and  manumission  to  the 
said  villains  and  bond-tenants,  obtained  by 
force,  were  in  disherison  of  them,  the  lonb 
and  commons,  and  destruction  of  the  realm; 
and  therefore  null  and  void."  The  commons, 
also  petitioned  the  king,  '<  That  since  the  rest 
of  the  charge  was  for  matters  which  highly 
concerned  the  state  of  the  realm,  they  might 
have  certain  bps.  and  lords  to  consult  with 
tlicm,  since  they  thought  their  advice  would 
be  very  much  to  the  purpose."  The  answer 
was,  "  That  they  should  give  in  the  names  to 
the  king  in  writing  of  such  as  they  desired, 
that  he  might  advise  about  it;"  "which  was 
done,  and  the  kins  granted  their  desire.  And 
the  commons  fiirthei*  prayed  the  king,  *<  That 
the  prelates  by  themselves,  the  lords  temporal 
by  tnemselves,*  the  knights  by  themselves,  the 
judges  by  themselves,  and  all  other  estates 
singly,  might  be  ordered  to  treat  about  their 
chatge;  and  that  their  advice  might  be  report- 
ed to  the  commons."  To  which  it  was  an- 
swered, "  That  the  king  had  char|;ed  the 
lords,  and  other  sages,  to  commune  diligently 
upon  the  said  matters ;  but  the  ancient  custom 
and  fonfa  of  pari,  had  always  been,  that  the 
commons  should  first  report  their  advice,  upon 
the  matters  given  them  in  charge  to  the  king 
and  lords  of-  pari,  and  not  on'  the  contrary ; 
mid  therefore  tlie-king  would^  that  the  ancient 
and  good  customs  and  fonn  of  pail,  should  be 
kept  and  observed." 


[7^  Commont  complain  qf  Abuses  19  the  Go^ 
ternment,]  After  the  commons  had  conferred 
with  the  lords,  they  returned  into  the  •  parli* 
ament,  "  and  made  great  complaint  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  realm,  which,  if  not  amended, 
the  kingdom  would  be  in  a  short  time  ruined : 
they  complained  also  of  the  eovemm^nt  about 
the  king's  person,  his  court,  the- excessive  num- 
ber of  his  servants ;  of  the  abuses  in  the  Chan- 
cery, kin^s  bench,  common  pleas,  exchequer ; 
and  of  grievous  oppressions  in  the  country,  by 
die  great  multitude  of  maintainers  of  quarrels, 
who  behaved  themselves  likp  kings  in  the  coun- 
try, so  as  there  was  verjr  little  law,  or  right; 
and  of  other  things,  which  they  said  were  the 
cause  of  the  late  commotions,  and  mischief  of 
the  land,  and  requested  they  might  be  amend- 
ed." The  king,  by  advice  of  the  lords  and  his 
cbuncil,  granted,  "  that  certain  prelates,  lords, 
and  others,  should  survey  and  examine  the  go- 
vernment of  his  person  and  court,  and  to  think 
of  sufficient  remedies."  The  persons  chosen  to 
make  this  inquiry  were,  t^  duke  of  Lancaster, 
the  abp.  elect  of  Canterbury,  the  abp.of  York, 
the  bps.  of  Winchester,  Ely,  Exeter,  and  Ro- 
chester ;  the  earls  of  Arundele,  Warwick,  Sta^ 
ford,  Suffolk,  and  Salisbury ;  the  lords  Zoucfa, 
Nevil,  Grey  of  Ruthin,  and  Fitz-Walter ;  sir 
R.  le  Scroop,  sir  Guy  de  Brian  and  others. 
The  king's  confessor  was  charged  to  abstain 
from  coining  to,  or  remaining  at  court,  at  the 
request  of  die  commons,  and  assent  of  the 
lords,  being  one,  &*%  was  then  supposed,  that 
gave  the  king  ill  advice. 

[Petitions  ttf'  the  Commons. ]  Then  follow 
certain  Petitions  of  the  Commons,  diough  their 
answers  are  not  set  down. — First,  they  peU- 
tion  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  and  others,  assign- 
ed by  the  king  for  that  purpose,  "  To  place 
the  most  discreet  and  valuable  officers  about 
the  king's  person,  and  his  court ;  to  appoint  a 
chancellor,  barons  and  officers  in  the  exche- 
quer, judges  of  one  bench  and  the  other;  that 
they  might  know  their  names,  and  what  they 
were  to  do,  and  the  method  they  were  to  take 
in  the  regulation  of  the  realm,  after  these  things 
were  done." — ^Thcy  also  petidon,  **  That  an 
end  might  be  made  of  the  war,  which  was  in 
great  part  maintained  by  tlie  goods  that  the 
enemies  of  die  nadon  took,  by  sea  and  land, 
from  the  English,  to  the  great  dishonour  of  the 
government,  and  nation,  and  destrucdon  of  the 
whole  realm." — They  likewise  peddon,  "  That 
certain  of  the  chief  clerks  in  ctiancery,  certain 
jusdces,  bai'ons  of  the  exchequer,  and  others : 
learned  in  the  law,  might  consult  of  tlie  griev- 
ances above ;  and  that  certain  merchants  might 
declare  the  causes  of  the  low  prices  of  our 
commodities,  the  carrying  over  our  money, 
washing  and  clipping  thereof." 

Then  the  Commons  brought  into  pari,  a 
draught,  cental ^In^  3  articles,  for  as  many 
sorts  of  pardons,  if  the  kin^  would  please  to  . 
grant  them.  The  1st  was,  ior  the  Ioi*ds,  gen- 
tlemen, &c.  that  in  resistance  of  the  .rioters 
and  traitors  caused  some  of  them  to  be  slain, 
without  due  process  of  law.     The  2nd,  Vf  h]> 
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fease  and  quiet  the  mjnds  of  the  common  peo- 
ple;^ coDcenui^  all  treasc^  and  felonies  com- 
mitted in  the  late  riois  and  tumults.  Thk  was 
^antedj  with  some  exception*,  provided  that 
such  as  received  damages,  and  losses  by  these 
wsurrections.  should  not  by  this  pardon  be 
Ktre-closed  ,uom  recovering  any  recompence 
by  dut  course  of  Jaw.  The  3d  was,  for  the 
Qood  people  that  kept  themselves  in  peace, 
md  were  no  ways  consenting  to  the  said  tu- 
mults and  insurrections,  yet  were  some  ways 
concerned  by  favouring  or  receiving  the  re- 
beb. — This  business  of  the  pardons  being, over, 
die  Commons  made  a  rehearsal  of  their  re- 
<|Uests  and  grievances,  which  they  would  have 
an^uded:  and  desired  to  have  a-  view  of 
ytiat  was  done  in  that  matter,  which  the 
kine  then  did  not  immediately  answer,  but 
tola  them,  "  He  had  been  at  great  cxpence  in 
quieting  the  nation  of  the  late  tumulu,  and 
Aherwise,  as  was  declared  to  them  before  by  his 
oncers ;  and  that  he  was  to  be  at  further  great 
expences,  by  reason  of  the  queen's  coming 
over,  her  marriage,^  and  coronation,  which 
were    sudilenly    to ''  be  celebrated ;    also  in 

Sarding  the  seas,  and  keeping  his  fortresses 
road,  and  for  defence  of  the  realm  at  home ; 
lor  the  discharge  of  wbich  debts,  and  the  sup- 
ply of  his  expences,  he  bad  nothing  in  his  trea- 
suiy.''  ,  Tp  which  the  Commons  answered, 
**  That  considering  the  evil  hearts  and  ran- 
cour of  the  people  through  the  whole  realm, 
they  neither  dur!>t  nor  would  grant  any  man- 
ner of  tallage."  They  also  desired  the  pari, 
might  be  a^ourned  tiU  after  Christmas,  which 
was  granted ;  aud  then  they  also  desired  again, 
to  know  the  extent  of  his  grace  and  favour  in 
pardoning.  To  which  the  king  repUed,  "  That 
It  was  not  the  custbiu  of  pari,  to  liave  a  gene- 
.  ral  puf don,  and  such  favour  from  the  King, 
when  tlie  Couimons  would  not  grant  him  any 
tjiung  ;'*  and  told  them,  *'  he  would  advise  fur- 
ther of  his  grace  and  pardon,  until  they  should 
do  what  belonged  to  tlicm :''  and  said  more- 
over^ **  it  was  customary  to  grant  pardons  the 
last  day  of  the  pari,  when  he.  answered  their 
supplications  and  petitions  in  writing/'  Here- 
upon the  commons  'came  into  full  pari.'  before 
t|ieiordSj  saying,  *'  They  had  advised  and  con- 
sidered the  great  charge  of  the  king,  as  well 
here  as  beyond  sea ;"  and  then  the  prelates, 
lords  and  commons,  continued  the  subsidy  of 
wool,  leather,  and  wool-fells,  until  Candlemas 
next  ensuing,  as  it  was  hist  granted.  Where- 
upoa  the  king  ordered  a  declaration  to  be  made 
of  bis  grace  and  pardon. 

In  this  pari,  great  complaints  were  made 
againt  the  lutvyor,  baili^,  and  people  of  the 
town  of  Cambridge,  for  their  actions  against 
the  univecsity  in  th&  late  tumults;  and  the 
said  oncers  being  summoned  hi  appear  before 
the  king  and  his  council  in  pari,  they  appear- 
ed and  denied  the  miOters  of  fact;  which 
being  proved,  tliey  submitted  themselves  to  the 
i^ing^s  mercy.  Whcreqpon,  their  franchises  be- 
ing given  up,  some  of  them  were  granted  to 
ilic  uuivcrsity :  and.tUe  residue  the  king  grant- 
oil  agju^i  to  the  town« 


The  pari,  was  then  adjourned  to  the  latter  end 
of  Jan.  1382,.  on  account  of  Christmas  being 
near,  and  the  young  king's  going  tq  be  married  to 
Ann,  sister  to  the  emperor  of'  Germany  and 
king  of  Bohemia :  and  it  was  ordered,  that  all 
pleas,  causes,  and  other  matters  moved  in  this 
parU  with  all  other  things,  should  remain  unde- 
termined to  that.  time.  Being  met,,  the  first 
thin^  the  pari,  went  upon  was,  to  take  into . 
qpnsideration  a  proposal  made  by  tlie  duke  of 
Lancaster,  to  make  another  expedition  into 
Portugal,  if  the  pari,  would  allow  him  60,0001. 
to  pay  the  wages  of  SOOO  men  at  arms,  and 
2000  archers,  for  half  a  year.  The  duke's 
reasons  for  this  2d  expedition  into  Portu^, 
were,  "  For  the  saving  such  English  soldiera 
as. were  still  there;  for  the  recovery  of  his  own 
right  in  Spain ;  and,  also,  for  the  safeguard  of 
the  sea,  presei-vation  of  the  realm  of  Ijiglaud, 
and  the  destruction  of  her  enemies.  Offering, 
to  repay  the  sum  stipulated  in  3  years,  either 
in  money,  or  by  some  acceptable  service.'^ 
This  demand  occasioned  a  long  debate  amongst 
the  lords,  some  approving  of  the  reasons,  and 
others  not ;  but  the  latter  were  the  miyority  at 
this  time. 

[A  Subsidy  granted  for  tf^e  Atsistance  of  the 
Portuguae,^  On  tlie  25th  of  Feb.  the  lords 
and  commons  resolved, ''  That,  considering  the 
king's  ereat  necessities,  and  the  number  and . 
strength.of  liis  enemies,  both  at  sea  and  land, 
with  the  great  ex|)ences  he  must  be  .at  for  tlie 
defence  of  tlie  kingdom,  against  such  force, 
they  would  of  their  own  free-will  grant  to  the 
king  the  subsidy  on  wool,  wool-fells,  and  lea- 
ther, as  it  was  m  the  last  grant,  from  that  very 
day  to  the  feast  of  st.  Jolui  Baptist  next  com- 
ing; and  from  thence  for  4  years  more.  Whe^ 
ther  such  annaments  should,  be  made  use  of  iz^^ 
the  voyage  of  the  lord  of  Lancaster  into  Spain, 
or  in  any  other  manner.  But  with  this  express 
protestation  of  tlie  commons,  that  it  was  not 
their  intention  to  be  obliged  by  any  words  iu 
this  grant  to  quarrel  or  have  a  war  with  Spain, 
but  they  only  gave  it  for  the  defence  or  the 
kingdom,  and  resistance  of  its  enemies;  as  it 
should  seem  best  to  tlie  whole  house  of  lords 
to  advise  and  ordain  about  it." 

In  this  pari,  sir  Rd.  le  Scroop,  a  man  of 
known  jud^ent,  learning  and  integrity,  was 

Xn  appomted  lord  chauc.  But  venj  soon 
r  its  dissolution,  by  the  instigation  of*  some 
courtiers,  who  were  but  inferior  officers  to  the 
king,  because  sir  Rd.  would  not  pass  some  large 
grants  of  estates  to  them,  which  had  escheated 
to  the  crown,  the  s^ab  were  taken  from  him, 
and  given  to  Rob.  Biraybroke,  bp.  of  London. 
At  tlus  time,  also,  were  made  several  Statutes 
concerning  Strangers  being  admitted  to  buy  and 
sell  commodities  in  their  own  names,  without 
any  hindrance  of  the  English  merchants;  like- 
wi^,  for  the  forbidding  of  furs,  and  regulating 
the  excess  of  apparel  in  inferior  people;  to 
settle  the  price  of  wines,  and  many  other 
matters. 

[A  new  Pari  called.]  In  the  same  year^ 
1332,  another  pari,  was  sammoned  to  meet  at 
Westm.  about  Michaelmfts ;  wfaaa  ^  king  and 
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lords  being  met  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  the 
names  of  the  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses 
were  called  over  belore  theiu.  After  which, 
the  hf,  of  London,  as  chanc.  opened  the  cause 
of  their  meeting  to  be,  ^  For  the  better  defence 
of  the  nation  against  its  enemies,  and  to  pro- 
vide means  for  that  purpose."  Dr.  John  Gil- 
bert, bp.  of  Hereford,  by  the  king's  command, 
lurtber  explaiil^  the  cause  of  summons ;  and 
proposed  two  waj^  to  deal  with  the  enemies  of 
the  kingdom,  one  by  making  use  of  the  Flem- 
ings, who  oifi^red  their  service,  against  them; 
and  the  otber  to  close  with  the  offer  of  the  duke 
of  ^Lancaster,  made  in  the  last  pari,  who  now 
bnd  reduced  his  demand,  for  the  support  of  his 
army  from  60  to  43,0001.  These  matters  beinc 
of  io  h^  a  nature  (he  conunons,  as  usu^ 
made  their  request  to  the  lords  to  have  such  as 
they  named  to  consult  with  them  about  the 
charge,  which  was  grunted,  and  the  names  of 
the  lords  entered  upon  the  roll.  After  a  con- 
ftnnot  between  the  lords  and  commons  they 
granted  the  king  a  10th  and  a  15tli,  '<  by  i^a- 
jOn,"  as  they  said,  '*  of  the  great  danger  the 
nadoQ  was  in  from  the  mighty  preparations  of 
tha  French  king  against  tl»em;  to  be  employed 
as  the  king,  by  thie  advice  of  his  council,  and 
the  k>rds  of  the  refdm,  should  think  tit.  Then 
the  duke  of  Lancaster's  proposal  came  again 
into  consideration,  and  tlie  question  wa^  put 
to  every  particular  prelate,  earl,  baron,  and 
baoeret,  '*  Wltethcr  they  thought  his  ("oya^e 
into  Spain,  with  the  number  of  forces  pro- 
posed, would  be  for  tlie  service  of  the  king 
and  realm,  or  not?"  It  was  agreed,  <'  That  it 
m^;;ht  be  so,  only  they  believed  the  force  too 
snudi  to  be  employed  against  so  great  a  king- 
dom." 

[Siatute^  qf  Here$y.]  A  religious  affair  of 
some  conseoncnce  to  the  church  of  England, 
as  then  established,  came  before  this  pari.  In 
the  last  session  there  was  an  act  passed,  which 
n  now  in  our  statute  books,  entitled,  '  An  act 
to  commission  sher^  to  apprehend  preacliers 
of  heresy,  and  their  abettors,  reciting  tlie  euoi>- 
Buties  ensuinff  the  preacliinj^  of  heresies.'  This 
statute  had  been  surreptitiously  obtained  by 
the  clefgy,  and  had  the  formality  of  an  in- 
n^BMeat  without  the  coiisent  of  the  commons. 
In  tins  pari,  therefore,  that  body  justly  com- 
pUined,  and  humbly  petitioned  the  king,  that 
"  Forasmuch  as  that  statute  was  made  without 
their  consents,  and  never  authorized  by  them ; 
and  as  it  never  was  their  meaning  to  bind 
themselves,  or  their  successors,  to  the  prelates, 
no  more  than  their  ancestors  had  done  before 
them,  they  prayed  the  aforesaid  statute  might 
be  repealed,  and  it  was  done  accordingly.'' 
Bat,  by  the  artifice  of  the  bps.  even  this  act  of 
repeal  was  suppressed;  and  prosecutions  car* 
lied  0tkf  by  virtue  of  the  former,  which  is  the 
reasott  that  the  otfa^  is  not  to  ha  found  in  the 
Btatata  .boiJts. 

[A  Pariwment  ctdie^.]  About  this  time  a 
rrMlioft  hfcke  oat  in  Flanders.  The  Flemings 
had  dfiveii  their  earl  out  of  his  country ;  he 
tppfies  htipself  to  tjie  king  of  France,  as  his 
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sovereign  lord,  and  they  crave  the  like  assist- 
ance from  the  king  of  England.  The  French 
king  marched  an  army  into  Flanders,  and  sub- 
dqed  a  great  part  of  that  country,  and  the 
earl  laid  siege  to  Ghent,  which  was  the  head 
of  the  rebcOion,  and  in  great  danger  of  being 
taken.  To  prevent  this,  and  to  stop -the  pro- 
gress of  the  French  king's  arms  in  Flanders, 
his  preparations  to  besiege  Calais,  and  ^  his 
further  designs  against  England  itself,  another 
pari,  was  called  to  meet  at  Wcstm.  about  the 
middle  of  Lent,  1383.  The  above  causes  were 
expressed  in  the  summons;  and  when  met,  the 
bp.  of  London  declared  fiirther,  "  That  the 
bng  had  offered  to  go  over  in  person  with  a 
royal  army ;  but  having  since  received  the  news, 
that  the  trench  king  had  over-run  all  Flanders, 
except  Ghent,  therefore  this  pari,  was  called 
for  tlieir  advice,  whether  the  king  should  go, 
in  pereon,  to  the  relief  of  that  town ;  and,  if 
so,  how  to  provide  for  such  an  undertaking," 
The  commons  consulted  together,  2  or  3  days 
on  the  business  of  their  charge;  but  finding  it, 
as  they  said,  so  groat  and  so  highly  atiecting 
the  king's  person,  they  prayed  his  majesty  to 
grant  them  certain  lorids,  all  named  by  them- 
selves, to  treat  with  them  about  it.  The  pre- 
lates and  peers  desired,  w^re,  the  abp.  of  Can- 
terbury, the  bps.  of  Ely  and  Hereford,  the 
earls  of  Cambridze,  StaiFord,  aud  Northum- 
berland, the  lor<&  Nevilc,  Fitz-Waiter  and 
Cobham,  which  was  granted  by  the  king, 
**  although,*'  as  the  record  mentions,  "  it  was, 
is,  and,  ought  to  be,  *in  the  election  of  the 
king  to  assign  such  bps.  and  lords,  as  he  should 
think  fit,  or  others  of  his  own  proper  nomi- 
nation." 

[A  Speaker  chosen.]  When  this  committee 
of  lords  had  consulted  with  the  commons  for 
some  time,  the  latter  appeared  before  the  king 
and  the  whole  liouse  of  peers,  and,  by  sir 
J.Pickering  their  Speaker,  declared  that,  "the 
king's  passage  and  the  ordering  of  his  voyage^ 
or  any  other  great  voyage  belonged  not  to 
them,  but  to  the  king  himself  and  lords  of  his 
council;  yet,  by  way  of  advice,  considering 
what  troubles  were  in  the  land;  that  the  tryce 
with  the  Scots  was  near  expiring,  and  they 
were  raising  great  forces  near  the  borders ;  and 
it  bemg  doubtlul  whether  they  would  now  com- 
ply with  any  proposals  of  peace  or  truce,  unless 
dnven  to  it;  therefore  they  thought  that  nei- 
ther the  king,  nor  any  of  his  3  uncles  of  Lan- 
caster, Cambridge  or  Buckingham,  could  be 
spared  out  of  the  kingdom,  until  that  and  the* 
borders  aforesaid  was  well  quieted  aud  settled. 
They  ratlier  advised  him  to  accept  of  a  propo- 
sal made  by  the  bp.  of  Norwich  of  raising 
3000  men  at  arms  and  8000  arclicrs  well 
mounted,  with  whom  he  purposed  to  relieve, 
Ghent,  reduce  Flanders,  ana  aflerwards  to- 
carry  the  war  into  France ;  pruvided  he  was 
allowed  the  15th,  granted  by  the  laity  and 
clergy,  with  the  fis.  a  tun  opoa  wine,  and  6d. 
in  the  ponnd  upon  merchandire  for  the  gbard 
of  the  $8a," 

[Tfte  CummoTis  petition  the  King  to  regulate 
N 
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hit  HauseJwld,  ^r -1  The  comihons,  also,  prayed 
the  king,  "  That  tor  his  honour  and  profit,  with 
the  quiet  and  comfort  of  thcnisolvcs,  of  his 
great  grace  he  would  please  to  command,  tlmt 
certain  lords  might  be  assigned  to  be  about  his 
person,  out  of  the  most  wise,  honest  and  dis- 
creet persons  in  the  kingdom,  to  advise  and 
counsel  hiin  ;  and  further,  that  he  would  please, 
hy  the  advice  of  the  lords,  so  to  order  his 
household,  that  he  might  live  on  the  revenues 
of  the  crown  f  and  that  the  subsidy  on  wool, 
with  the  money  arising  from  marriages  and 
escheats,  might  be  wholly  employed  to  support 
the  war."  The  king  answered,  "  That  he 
would  take  such  suthcient  persons,  lords  and 
others,  about  his  own  person  as  appeared  to 
him  most  for  his  honour  and  pi-ofit;  and  as  to 
the  government  of  his- house  it  should  be  done 
by  the  advice  of  the  lords  and  others  of  his 
council,  a>,  saving  his  honour,  should  seem 
best  to  them/' 

J  The  Papal  Chair  in  cnntest.']  The  propo- 
of  the  bp.  of  Norwich,  mentioned  aho\e, 
was  on  an  extraordinary  occasion,  and  deser\es 
our  notice.  At  that  time  there  was  a  great 
schism  in  holy  church,  two  popes  having  been 
elected,  and  each  supported  by  different  na- 
tions and  factions,  dne  of  them,  who  called 
himself  Urban  M.  had  sent  bulls  into  England 
for  a  crusade,  to  sign  all  with  the  cross  that 
would  go  with  him  into  France,  for  the  de- 
Sitrnction  of  the  Antipope,  who,  also,  stiled 
himself  Clement  XI.  By  virtue  of  these  bulls, 
sent  to  the  bp.  of  Nor^vich,  and  by  him  pub- 
lished all  over  England,  that  prelate  collected 
a  great  sum  of  money ;  besides  jewels,  neck- 
laces, bracelets,  rings,  dishes,  spoons,  and  other 
^Iver  implements,  which  the  ladies  and  other 
devotees  gave  to  purchase  heaven,  and  to  ob- 
tain the  benetit  of  absolution  and  pardon  for 
all  transgressions.  Nor  were  the  men  unmind- 
fid  of  their  own  salvation  in  this  way,  for  many 
of  tliem,  as  was  believed,  gave  beyond  their 
abilities,  in  order  to  make  their  absolution 
more  valid ;  some  found  men  at  arms,  others 
archers,  and  many  were  so  zealous  as  to  serve 
in  tlicir  own  i)ersr)n5. 

But,  to  give  the  greater  credit  to  this  sanc- 
tified cause,  the  consent  and  aid  of  pari,  was 
thoutiht  absolutely  necessary  ;  and  the  bp.  on 
further  consideration,  made  a  second  proposal, 
which  was,  "  To  serve  the  king,  one  whole 
year,  with  ^501)  men  at  arms,  and  an  equal 
nuii)l>cr  of  archers,  well  arrayed  and-mounted, 
tor  the  whole  15th  granted  by  the  laity.  Of 
vhich  number,  1000  men  at  arms  and  as  many 
archers  should  be  ready  to  pass  the  sea  for  the 
relief  of  Ghent,  and  the  country  of  Flanders, 
within  20  days  after  the  lirst  payment;  and 
tlmt  he  wfmld  take  upon  him  to  pay  the  charge 
of  shipping,  and  all  other  incident  expcnccs." 
This  last  nroposal  was  ngrecahle  to  the  king, 
his  council,  and  bothiionsesof  purl. ;  and  since 
IVaiice,  wifh  thecari  of  Flanders,  were  intirely 
in  the  interest  of  the  anti-pope,  they  were  in 
hopes  that  some  great  advantage  might  ho 
made  of  this  expedition,  in  the  French  war, 


which  sfill  continued.  Bat  though  the  bp. 
puaeed  over  with  hi^  army,  and  haa  some  con- 
siderahlo  success  at  first,  yet,  in  the  end,  this 
poniitical  war  concluded  with  no  great)  honour, 
eith(^r  to  the  prelatical  leader  of  it,  or  to  the 
nation. 

[A  new  Parliament  called, '\  Before  the  bi- 
shop's return  from  this  extraordinary  crusade, 
writs  had  been  sent  out  to  call  a  new  pari,  to 
meet  on  tlie  1st  of  Nov.  138S.     The  cause  of 


snroinons  was  m  some  measure  exp 
the  writs,  "  That  by  advice  and  assent  of  the 
council  a  pari,  was  called  for  their  mediation 
and  assigtancCj  in  a  treaty  of  peace,  then  in 
agitation  between  the  king,  his  kingdom,  and 
subjects,  on  the  6ne  part ;  and  Robert  king  of 
Scotland  on  the  other.  And  for  other  ditBcult 
and  ui-gent  business,  which  concerned  the  kihg, 
the  stale  and  defence  of  the  realm,  and  tiie 
English  church."  At  the  meeting,  sir  Michael 
de  la  Pole,  then  lord  chanc.  of  England,  open- 
ed the  session  by  a  speech,  excusing  first  hia 
own  unuorihiness  to  the  place  he  possessed, 
and  declaring  that  he  was  forced  to  accept  of 
it;  after  which  he  acquainted  the  houses, 
"  That  the  truce  which  hiui  been  conchided 
with  the  Scots  was  to  end  at  Candlemas  next ; 
that  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  who  had  been  sent 
to  renew  it,  was  returned,  and  had  brought 
back  word  that  the  Scots  would  send  commis- 
sioners to  Ix)ndon  to  manage  the  treaty.  A 
second  cause  was  to  provide  as  well  fts  they 
could  against  three  powerful  enemies,  Spain, 
France  and  Flanders.  And  here  he  offered 
several  reasons  to  prove  that  it  was  better  for 
us  to  begin  and  make  war  upon  them,  than 
they  upon  us,  or  suffer  them  to  invade  us.'' 
And  further  obsened,  "  That  these  wars  were 
not  to  be  imputed  to  the  king,  for  they  had 
descended  to  him  with  the  crown.  He  desired 
that  cane  might  be  taken  for  the  maintenance 
of  good  laws,  and  security  of  the  peace.  And 
lastly  put  them  in  mind  of  an  aid  to  support 
these  great  charges."  The  chanc.  then  ad- 
dressed himself  particularly  to  the  lords,  and 
told  them,  "  That  the  king  commanded  them 
to  have  a  due  consideration  of  the  necessary 
/matters  that  had  been  declared  to  them ;  the 
apparent  and  insupportable  roischieft  that 
threatened  all,  and  the  great  necessity  the  king 
had  for  money  to  prevent  them.  That  they 
should  treat  diligently  of  these  things,  by  thcoi- 
selves,  with  as  much  speed  as  might  be;  and 
laying  aside  all  animosities,  they  were  to  re- 
port tlieir  advice,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
king."  And  added,  **  That  his  r^iRJesty  com- 
manded them  to  sit  from  day  to  day,  to  dis- 
patch what  they  came  for,  alid  not  to  depart 
from  pari,  witfiout  his  special  licence,  under 
the  penalty  that  might  ensue."  Hereupon  the 
loifls  and  commons  took  into  consideration 
the  extraordinary  charge  the  king  was  to  be  at, 
by  reiison  of  tho  war  then  open  on  every  side, 
and  granted  two  half  15ilis,  upon  condition 
that  the  clergy  would  contribute  and  grant 
what  became  them,  which  they  did  acford-« 
ingly. 
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W^  Bkkop  of  Norwich  fined^  ^c]  In  this 
pm.  the  bp.  of  Norwich  was  accused  by  the 
chanc.  and  several  articles  were  exhibited 
agaiost  him -for  his  odiscarriages  in  the  Inte  c\- 
praHion.  The  greatest  of  which  was,  that  4)o 
\nad  promised  to  serve  the  king  with  a  certain 
number  of.  men  for  a  whole  year,  and  had 
eerved  but  half  a  year,  and  then  returned  witli 
his  army  quite  brokeu.  This  article  lie  could 
not  clear  himself  of,  and  thejefore  was  ad- 
Jiidged  ^to.make  fine  and  ransom  at  the  king's 
pleasure,  ami. the  temporaiititsof  his  bishopric 
to  be  seized  for  that  purpose ;  and  thus  ended 
this  piece  of  Ecclesiastical  Knight-Errantry. 
Tbe  name  of  this  warlike  bp,  of  Norwich  was 
Henry  le  Spenser,  For  the  bishop's  accusa- 
tion, by,  the  chanc.  and  his  answers  to  them, 
sec  Cotton-s  Abridgment,  p.  192. 

[A  Parliament  ciUkd.]  The  war  with  Scot- 
land being  renefwed,  a  pari,  was  appointed  to 
meet  atSalibbm-y,  April  the  25th,  1384.  Being 
mssembled,  sir  Mich.  de.  la  Pole,  loi-d  chanc. 
by  the  king's  oomnt^nd,  declai*ed  the  cause  of 
Ihe  summons  to  be ; — ist,  "  For  the  maintc- 
naace  of  the  church's  liberties,  the  preservation 
of  the  laws  and  the  peace."  Next,  he  told 
them,"  That  there  had  been  a  treaty  of  peace 
transacted  between  England  and  France,  of 
which,  at  a  proper  opportunity,  he  fihould  shew 
than  the  articles.  Wlxich,  although  the  king 
might  have  concluded  without  acquauitin^ 
them,  y«,  he  rather  chose  to  dp  it  with  their 
knowledge  and  consent."  He  added,  '*  That 
if  the  peace  was  to  take  effect,  yet,  it  couJd 
not  well  be  ratified  withoot  a  meeting  of  both 
the  princes ;  x'-hich,  for  their  own  sovei-eiyn's 
JKHiour,  required  no  small  change.  Besides, 
the  king  had  been  at  great  expence  in  detbnd- 
hig  the  nation  against  tlie  Scots ;  in  securing 
the  sea^ports  beyond  s«^ ;  and  the  safety  of 
Goienne  and  Ireland ;  und  how  all  this  was  to 
be  bom,  he  charged  them,  on  their  allegiance, 
to  consult  and  give  their 4an&wer."  The  triers 
of  petitions  being  settled,  as  usual,  the  cum- 
mpns  came  before  the  king,  in  pari,  and  re- 
quested that  certain  lords,  -there  named,  might 
bo  granted  to  them  for  conference ;  hereupon 
the  duke  of  Lancaster,  with  other  peers  just 
then  coming  into  pari,  they  besought  tlie  kinir, 
that  the  said  duke  and  his  brothers  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Buckingham  might  be  of  the  num- 
ber; which  was  granted.  After  which,  the 
lords  and  commons  gave  the  king  a  moiety  of 
a  lOtli  and  of  a  15th,  providing  further,  that  if 
the  wars  with  Scotland  aud  France  did  con- 
tiuHe,  then  the  king  should  have  the  other 
rnoiety  of  a  15th ;  so  that  the  clerijry  should 
tax  themselves  aiccordingly ;  and  it  a  peace 
va^  made  tlien  the  last  moiety  to  cease. 

[A  Parliament  called.]  Tlic  same  year  a 
pari,  was  assembled  at  Wcstin.  on  the  VJth  of 
Nor.  when,  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  the 
lords  sitting,  and  tiie  knights  and  burgesses 
standing,  the  lord  chanc.  us  befoie,  put  them 
m  mind,  "  of  the  kim^'s  gi-eat  care  of  the 
church,  commons,  and  laws  of  F^ngland ;"  and 
%tlMr  ioM  the^y  <<  That  the  nation  was  en- 


YJironed  with  enemies,  the  French,  Spaniards, 
Scots  aud  Flemings  ;  and  that  the  chief  cause 
for  calling  this 'pari,  was  to  provide  for  the 
safety  and  deleacc  of  the  kingdom ;.  and  to 
consider  how  tliis  provision  might  best  and 
most  speedily  be  raised,  so  that  the  poor  peoplo 
might  be  lea^t  burthened  by  it."  He  acquaintr 
ed  them,  "  That  the  king  would  go  in  person, 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  agaiuft  any 
enemy,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  pari. 
He  then  took  occasion  to  tell  them,  *  of  the 
base  treacliery  and  falsliood  of  the  French.; 
who,  in  the  last  treat}'  of  4)eace  at  Calais,  had 
gone  from  their  own  offers ;  which,  he  added, 
was  a  good  cause  of  assurance  to  the  English, 
in  so  just  A  quarrel  to  look  for  victory.'  The 
chanc.  concluded  with  observing  to  theiii, 
*  That  four  ways  or  means  would  gi'eatly  fur- 
ther and  speed  this  consultation;  tirst,  to  be 
early  in  the  house ;  next,  to  repel  all  melao- 
choly  passions  f  the  third,  to  begin  alway*  on 
the  most  needful  enquiries,  and  to  direct  with- 
out mixture  of  any  orders;  and  lastly,  to 
avoid  all  maintaining  and  partaking.'  Soe 
Cotton's  Abridgment,  p.  303.  These  things 
being  mat^irf.ly  considered,  die  lortls  and 
commons  granted  to  the  king,  for  the  defence 
of  the  realm,  the  safeguard  of  the  sea,  and 
marches  of  Scotland,  two  15ths.  Upon  con- 
dition that  tlic  last  half  15th,  granted  at  Salis- 
bury, should  not  be  paid  ;  and  in  case  the  king 
did  not  go  in  perrion  against  his  enemies,  or  , 
that  a  peace  or  truce  should  be  made  with 
them,  then  il*e  latter  of  these  two  l^ths  should 
not  be  levied. 

[A  neio  PiirlifOnent  called.]  On  or  about 
the  20th  Jf  Oct.  1385,  the  king  thought  it  ad- 
visoable  to  call  a  new  pari.  On  the  day  of 
their  meeting,  sir  Michael  la  Pole,  then  earl 
ofSuffolk  and  still  chancellor  of  Eneland,  open- 
ed the  session  in  the  presence  of  the  king  and 
the  other  estates  to  ttiis  purport  :  **  That  the 
nation  being  assaulted  on  every  side  by  most 
uiorlal  enemies,  it  was  their  busine>s  to  con- 
sider how  it  might  best  be  defended  and  pre- 
served. Hie  defence  o(  the  reahn,  he  said, 
might  be  t^lFected  4  several  wavs  ;  of  which  2 
were  foreign  and  the  other  2  domestic.  The 
home  affairs  were  concerning  the  Staple, 
and  the  current  Coin  of  the  khigdora.  The 
other  wei-e,  htiw  they  might  best  defend  theiu- 
selves ;  and  how  the  war  was  to  be  best  sup- 
ported and  maintained.  For  the  Staple,  he 
thought  it  best  that  tlie  same  should  be  plants 
ed  within  the  realm.  Since  it  was  evident  that 
the  burgesses  of  Calais,  and  otliei-  towns 
abroad,  were  grown  very  rich  thereby  i  whilst 
several  good  towns  within  the  kingdom  were 
very  much  decayed,  by  which  tlie  eommo^i 
profit  vvas  abated.  For,  he  ivftirmed  that  the 
subsidy  on  wools  yielded  more  to  the  king, 
when  the  Staple  was  kept  in  England,  by  a 
1000  marks  yearly,  than  it  had  done  when  held 
abroad.  As  to  tlie  Coin  (he  siud)  that.  consi-» 
dering  how  all  nations  were  greedy  of  it,  aud 
conveyed  much  over,  he  advised  it,  as  the  best 
way,  to  raise  the  val^e.  That  the  n^iori  might 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


tB3]   PARL.  inSTORY,  lOEiCHAtDn.  1386.  ^D^eixnca  between  the  Kittg /^  Pari  [ia» 


be  best  defended  by  pursuing  the  enemy  witi^ 
a  vigorous  war ;  and  tor  many  reasons  be  told 
titem,  that  it  was  better  to  seek  than  to  be 
sought  at'ter ;  wherefore,  of  neicessity,  a  subsidy 
was  to  be  granted,  such  as  might  be  equal  to 
tlie  occasions  of  the  government." — ^Upoa  the 
chancdlor*s  motion,  the  lords,  great  men,  &c. 
-granted  to  the  king  for  the  voyage  of  John  king 
of  CitstUe  and  Leon,  and  duke  of  Lancaster, 
into  Spain,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  sea  and 
marches  of  Scotland,  a  full  10th  and  15th,  and 
a  half  a  10th  and  15th.  Particular  treasurers 
^ere  appointed  by  pari,  for  the  receipt  of  this 
subsidy,  with  supervisors  Co  see  it  laid  out ; 
and  thb  voyage  into  Spain  was  declared  to  be 
*'  by  the  agreement  and  consent  of  the  king, 
prelates,  noblemen^  and  commons  in  full  parL 
assembled." 

S Grants  and  VrcmotioniJ\  In  the  last  ex- 
^  ition  into  Scotland  the  king  i^ad  created 
some  new  dignities,  which,  according  to  the 
custom  of  those  times,  were  used  to  be  con- 
firmed in  parliament.  Edmund  earl  of  Cam- 
bridge, the  king's  nnde,  was  confirmed  duke 
of  York,  and  had  a  pension  of  lOOOl.  a  year 
assigned  him  and  his  heirs  male  out  of  the  ex- 
chequer to  support  his  disni^,  until  the  king 
could  settle  lands  upon  liim  of  like  value. 
Thomas  earl  of  Buckingham  and  Essex  the 
kin^s  other  uncle,  having  been  created  duke 
of  Gloucester,  was^  confirmed  in  it ;  and  had  a 
like  pension  and  asfugnment  made  him.  Also 
Michael  de  la  Pole,  made  earl  oi  Suffolk,  had 
somo  lesser  grants  passed  to  him.  Lastly,  Ro- 
bert de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  the  king's  &vou- 
rite,  was  now,  by  an  unusual  title  created  M^- 
(^uis  of  Dublin ;  and  was  confirmed  in  that 
title  together  with  all  the  revenues  of  Ireland, 
&c.  except  some  royalties  reserved  to  the 
crown,  and  paying  5000  marks  yearly  into  the 
exchequer.  It  was  now  also  that  Roger  Mor- 
timer, carl  of  March,  was  declared,  in  pari, 
presimiptive  heir  to  the  crown,  in  case  that 
kichara  died  without  issue. 
,  [Petitions  of  the  Commons,'^  In  this  pari, 
the  commons  petitioned  the  kmg,  '^  That  the 
state  of  his  household  might  be  looked  into  and 
examined  every  year,  by  the  chanc.  treasurer 
and  clerk  of  the  privy-seal,  and  what  was  a- 
miss  to  be  mended  at  their  discretion.  And, 
also,  that  the  ancient  statutes  made  con- 
cerning the  household,  might  be  kept  and  duly 
executed  in  all  their  points."  To  the  1st  ar- 
ticle of  the  petition  the  answer  was,  "  The 
king  will  order  it  when  he  pleaseth."  To  the 
2d  "  Le  Roy  le  veu^  The  commons  desired 
to  know, ."  Who  should  be  the  king's  chief 
officers  and  governors  of  the  state  of  &e  king- 
dom ?"  The  answer  was,  "  The  king  hath  of- 
ficers snificiciit  nt  present,  and  wm  change 
them  at  his  ploasuR\" 

It  \vas,  also,  enacted  in  this  pari,  that,  all 
lords  and  other  persons  who  have  lands  on  the 
marches  beyond  the  river  Tyne,  should  live 
u^on  them ;  saving,  that  the  king  may. shew 
favfr;-  to  whom  he  ploascth  in  that  matter. 
The  staple  of  wool  which  was  at  Calais  was, 


also,  ordered  to  be  kept  in  En^and  in  Mfeh 
place  as  the  king  and  his  council  should  think 
meet.    See  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  310. 

[Debate  coacemine  restoring  the  Bn.  ofNor-^ 
mick*s  Temporalities^  In  this  pari.  Tho.  Aiiii>- 
dele,  bp.  of  Ely,  applied  to  the  king,  to  make 
restitution  of  the  temporalities  to  UenrySpcusor 
hp.  of  Ndcwich,  whicn  had  been  seized  into  the 
king's  hands  in  the  last  pari.  This  was  warmij 
opposed  by  the  new  cail  of  Suffolk,  lord  chaac. 
who  rose  up  and  spoke  to  the  bp.  of  Ely,  in 
this  manner,  *^  What  is  that,  my  lord,  that 
you  ask  of  the  king  ?  Seems  it  to  you  a  smaU 
matter  for  him  to  part  with  that  bp.'s  tempo* 
ralities,  when  they  yield  to  hb  colTers  above 
lOOOl.  a  year?  Little  ne^  hath  the  king  of 
such  counsellors,  or  such  friends,  as  advise  mm 
to  acts  so  greatly  to  his  disadvantaee."  To 
which  the  bp.  of  Ely  replied,  "  What  says 
your  lordship,  my  lord  Michael?  Know,  that  £ 
ask  not  firom  the  king  what  is  his  own,  but  that 
which  he,  drawn  thercmito  by  you,  or  such  as 
you  are,  withholds  from  other  men,  upon  none 
of  the  justest  'Utles,  and  which,  as  I  thinks 
will  never  do  him  any  good.  As  for  yourself^ 
if  the  king's  advantage  be  the  thii)g  you  drive 
at,  why  md  you  so  ^edily  accept  of  lOOO 
marks  a  year,  at  die  time  he  created  you  eaii 
of  Suffolk?"  The  clianc  adds  our  authority, 
was  hit  so  home,  by  this  round  retort,  that  Ae 
offered  no  further  to  cross  the  restitution  of  the 
bp.'s  temporalities.  SeaSpeed's  Chi«li.  p.  600. 
[A  new  Parliament  called.]  A  new  parL 
was  called,  by  writs,  to  meet  at  Westro.  on 
the  1st  of  Oct.  1386.  It  appears  by  the  Re- 
cords, that  the  sessioa  was  opened,  as  u«ual. 
by  a  speech  fimm  the  eari  of  Sufiblk,  lo^ 
cimnc. ;  in  which,  he  ti»ld  the  houses,  ^  That 
the  principal  cause  of  calling  them  together, 
at  that  time,  was  to  acouaiat  them,  that  at  a 
council,  held  at  Oxford,  it  had  been  deter- 
mined that  the  king  should  pass  the  seas,  in 
person,  with  an  army  royal;  which  resolution 
the  king  still  heM,  and  they  were  to  debate  in 
what  manner  and  how  it  was  to  be  done.  He 
said  tlierc  were  4  causes  that  moved  tlie  king 
to  this  expedition;  the  1st  was,  that  hc^  might 
at  less  expence  attack  his  enemy  abroad,  Ihan 
stay  and  defend  them  at  home.  The  3d  was 
to  take  off  a  reproach  blazed  about,  that  be 
durst  not  go  over  in  person.  The  dd  w|is  to 
gain  his  rinit  to  the  crown  of  France;  by  which, 
he  should  acquire  both  renown  and  honour. 
And,  lastly,  since  the  French  were  daily  threat- 
ening an  mission,  he  desired  them  to  consult 
about  it,  as  well  as  the  maintenance  of  th^ 
laws  and  preservation  of  the  peace." 

[Differences  beticeen  the  King  and  his  Per-* 
liament.']  The  trycrs  of  Petitions  being  ap- 
pointed, the  next  thing  this  pari,  went  upon 
was  the  Impeachment  of  tlie  earl  of  SuftoUt. 
Henry  Knvghton  informs  us,  that  "  at  tho 
opening  of  the  session,  the  king  appeared,  in 
person,  as  usual;  but  when  he  found  tliat  the 
commons  were  resolved  upon  impeaching  sir 
Michael  do  la  Pole,  eari  of  Sufiblk,  and  U^rtl 
chanc.  for  di\ers  crimes  and  misdemeanors^ 
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his  majesty  retired,  lest  he  might  seem  to 
couotenaoce  their  proceedmes.  1  he  king  went 
to  Ekham^  vvhere  he  trifi^  away  his  time: 
hereupon  hoth  houses,  with  joint  consent, 
chooght  proper  to  send  thi^  message  to  him, 
**  That  the  chanc.  and  treasurer  ought  to  be 
removed  from  their  olfices,  because  those  men 
were  not  for  the  advantage  of  himself  and 
kingdom.  Adding,  tliat  they  had  matters  to 
treat  of  relating  to  the  lord  Michael  de  la  Pole, 
which  could  not  be  safely  done  whilst  he  re- 
mained in  the  office  of  chanc."  The  king  was 
greatly  incensed  at  this  message,  'and  com- 
manded them,  *'  Not  to  make  mention  of  any 
such  thing  ft>i^  the  future ;  but  forthwith  pro- 
ceed to  the  business  for  which  they  were  sum- 
moned, and  hasten  to  a  conclusion  ;"  and 
rashly  added,  **  That  he  would  not  for 
them,  or  at  their  instance,  remove  the  mean- 
est scullion  in  his  kitchen.'^  What  raised 
the  resentment  of  the  commons  more  i^^ainst 
the  chancellor  was,  that  in  this  parf.  he, 
in  the  king's  name,  had  demanded  of  them 
four  15ths,  to  be  paid  in  one  year,  and 
as  many  lOths  from  the  clergy.  AUedging, 
that  the  king  was  so  much  in  debt  that  less 
would  not  discharge  it.  Without  regarding  this 
.  at  all,  the  k>rds  and  commons  returned  their 
joint  answer  to  the  king,  ^  That  they  neither 
could,  nor  by  any  means  would  proceed,  in 
any  business  of  pari,  or  dispatch,  so  much  as  the 
least  article  of  it,  till  the  king  should  come  and 
shew  himself  in  person  amon»t  them,  and  re* 
move  the  said  Michael  de  la  Pole  from  his  of- 
fice." To  this  high  demand,  the  king  retum- 
ed  for  answer,  "  That  they  should  order  40 
kaightu,  of  the  wisest  and  most  substantial  of 
the  commons,  to.  como-tp  him  and  declare  the 
opinion  of  all  the  rest.''  But  this  message 
alarmed  them  still  more,  every  man  doubting 
his  own  safety;  for  a  private  rumour  had 
reached  their  ears/that  these  40  members  were 
designed  to  be  massacred.  For,"adds  our  au- 
thority, "  it  was  told  them,  and  it  appeared 
afterwards  to  be  true,  that  as  these  40  were  to 
go  to  the  king,  a  large  party  of  armed  men 
should  set  upon  and  murder  them.  Or  else, 
that  being  invited  to  a  feast,  some  armed  ruf- 
fians should  destroy  tliem.  Or,  yet  another 
way,  that  they  should  be  murtliered,  all  in  an- 
stanr,  in  their  lodgings  in  London."  "  This  last 
bloody  design,"  he  says,  "  was»  frustrated  by 
R.  de  Exton,  then  mayor  of  London,  who  re- 
imsed  to  give  his  consent  to  such  a  piece  of  vil- 
^iny ;  by  wliich  it  was  deferred,  and  this  cursed 
contrivance  by  degrees  brought  to  light."  There- 
,  fore  the  whole  pari,  by  couunon  consent,  de- 
puted the  lord  Thomas  of  Woodstock,  duke  of 
Gloacester,  and  Thomas  de  Arundel,  bp.  of 
^y,  to  go  to  the  king,  still  at  Eltham,  and 
that  tb^'  should,  in  the  behalf  of  the  lords 
and  commons,  humbly  s^hite  him,  and  deli- 
ver the  sense  of  bo^h  bouses  to  him,  to  this 
eSiect: — 

[TheParliamenl^sIUTJionstranceto  theKmg.Jl 
**  Sir,  die  prelates,  lords  and  commons,  in  pari! 
ftisembMf  with  moH  humble  submission,  re- 


commend themselve<  to  your  royal  digi^itj;  • 
wishing  you  successful  in  the  coarse  of  honour* 
and  invincible  against  the  power  of  your  ene- 
mies; together  with  the  most  fiim  band  af 
peace  and  hear^  love  towards  your  tubjectf, 
as  well  for  the  increase  of  vour  own  interwt 
and  advantage,  in  respect  ot^  Ood,  and  the  sal- 
vation of  your  soul,  as  for  the  unspeakable 
comfort  of  all  the  people  you  govern,  on  whose 
behalf  we  intimate  thrse  thii^  unto  your 
**  That  we  have  it  settled  and  confirmed  ia 
our  ancient  constitution,  fwm  a  laudable  and 
approved  custom^  which  none  can  gainsay,  that 
the  king  ought  to  assemble  the  brds,  noblet^ 
and  commons  of  the  kingdom  aiwe  a  year,  jutta 
his  pari  as  the  highest  court  of  the  realm,  in 
which  all  eooity  Ought  to  shine  bright  without 
any  spot,  clear  as  the  sun ;  and  wherein  •• 
well  poor  as  rich  may  find  never-failing  shelter 
fi)r  their  refireshment,  by  restoring  ttan<|uillijy 
and  peace,  and  removing  all  kind  of  injuries; 
where  all  public  grievances  or  errors  nre  to  be 
redressed ;  and  wherein  with  the  most  prudeac 
council,  the  sute  and  good  govt,  of  the  king- 
dom is  to  be  treated  of;  and  considerii^  th»t 
the  king  and  nation's  foes  at  home,  and 
their  enemies  abroad  may  be  disoovered*  and 
repulsed,  by  such  means  as  most  convenieodT 
and  honourably  may  be  done ;  and  also  wim 
wholesome  dehberation  therein  to  foresee  And 
order,  how  the  necessary  burthens  of  the  king  and 
kingdom  may  with  most  ease,  the  pablic  wants 
considered,  be  supplied :  they  conceire  abo^ 
that  since  they  are  to  support  all  oublic  cbarpes 
incumbent,  they  should  have  tne  supervuil 
how  and  by  whom  their  goods  and  fortunes  are 
to  be  expended  :  they  say  moreover,  that  thia 
is  their  privilege  by  ancient-  constitutioR, 
<  That  if  the  king  will  wholh  estrange  himself 
from  his  parliament  (no  in&mity  or  necessarjr 
cause  disabling  him\  but  obstinately  by  his  un«> 
governable  win,  shaii  withdraw  himseli,  and  be 
absent  from  them  the  s^ace  of  40  days,  not  re- 
garding the  vexation  ot  his  people,  nor  their 
grievous  expences;  that  then  from  that  time  it 
shall  be  lawfol  for  all,  and  every  of  thom^ 
without  any  damagje  from  the  king  to  so  home, 
and  return  into  their  own  countries.'  And  now. 
^ou  for  a  longer  time  have  absented  yourself,  and 
for  what  cause  they  know  not,  have  refused  to 
come  among  them." 

[The  Kintft  Answer,]  To  this  the  king  is- 
swered  to  t&  effect :  **  Now  we  do  plainly 
discover,  that  our  people  and  Che  conmions  iof- 
tend  to  resi^  and  are  endeavouring  to  inal^e 
insurrections  against  us :  and  in  taetk  case  no- 
thing seems  better  for  os  than  to  call  in  our 
cousin  the  k-ing  of  France ;  and  from  him  to 
ask  advice  and  aid,  nay  even  to  submit  our- 
selves to  him,  rather  than  to  truckle  to  eur 
own  subjects." 

rrht  Parliamenei  l^q>lif^  To  which  they 
replied  :  **  Sir,  tfai$  council  is  not  safo  for  you, , 
but  rather  tends  to  your  inevitable  destruction  ; 
for  the  king  of  France  is  your  capital  enemy, 
and  the  greatest  adversary  to  your  kingdom ; 
and  if  he  would  once  get  footing  on  your  land^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


t»7]     FABIm  history,  10  Ric«AftA  JL  tSBd.-^Impeachnent  ofSar.  AL  Ht  la  Tok.     [V^ 


wimki  sooner  endeavour  to  despoU  you  of  it, 
to  invade  your  kingdom,  and  drive  you  from 
^our  throne,  than  in  the  least  to  lend  you  his 
assxstijig  hand,  if  at  any  time  (which  God  for- 
bid) you  should  stand  in  need  thereof;  rather 
therefore  recall  to  your  memory,  how  your  no- 
ble graudmther,  kmg  £dw.  ill.  and   in  like 
laanner  your  father,  a  prince  of  the  same  nam^ 
«od  renown,  with  great  labour  and  hazards, 
durii^  their  whole  lives,  indefatistU^ly '  con- 
tended for  the  conquest  of    thut  kingdom, 
ivbich  by  hereditary  right  appertained  to  them, 
ftod.after  them  to  you  by  succession  :  you  may 
fis/d  be  pleased  (o  call  to  mind,  how  many  of 
the  nobles,   what  innumerable  troops  of  the 
commons  of  England,  lost  their  lives  in  that 
quarrel :  remember  also  the  inestimable  trea- 
•ures  the  people  of  England  Yreely  parted  with, 
for  the  maintenance  of  chat  war.  And  yet,  what 
i^  more   to  be  lamented,  they   have  in  your 
time  sustained  so  many  taiies  for  the  support 
of  jour  wars,  as  that  uow  they  are  reduced 
to  such  incredible  poverty,  that  tlicy  can  nei- 
ther pay  their  rents  for  their  livings,  nor  assist 
the  king,  nor  aifopd  themselves  even  the  ne- 
cessaries of  lite :  thus  the  royal  power  is  im- 
poverished, and  an  unhappy  condition  brought 
iipon  ail  the  great  meh  and  nobles  of  the  king- 
dom, who,  as  well  as  the  commons,  are  weak- 
ened and  und.)ne ;  for  a  king  cannot  be  poor 
that  has  a  rich  people^  nor  that  king  be  rich, 
whose  subjects  are  beggars :  nor  do  these  ills 
tedound  alone  to  you  the  king,  but  to  all  the 
nobility  and  great  men,  eveiy  one  in  his  rank 
imd  dejpce.    All  this  is  brought  to  pass  by 
your  evil  itiinisters,  who  have  ill  governed  both 
king  aud  kingdom  to  ^his  day ;  and  unless  wc 
do  quickl}^  .set  to  our  helping  hands,  the  kiu^- 
dorA'wiU,  in  less  time  than  we  think  of,  be  .mi- 
serably subverted.    But  there  is  yet  oue  ptfrt 
more  of  our  message  remaining,  on  the  behalf 
of  your  people,  to  be  imj>arte(i  to  you,  **  That 
we  have  an  ancient  constitution,  and  it  was 
not  many  ages  since  experimented,''  (it  grieves 
us  tliat  we  must  mention  it)  *^  that  if  the  king, 
through  any  e^il  council,  or  weak  obstinacy  or 
contempt  of  his  people,  or  out  of  a  penerse 
and  frowavd  wilfulness,  or  by  any  other  irre- 
gular courses,  shall  alienate  himself  from  his 
people,  and  refuse  to  govern  by  the  laws  antl 
statutes  of  the  realm,  according  to  the  laudable 
ordinances,  and  their  faithful  advice ;  but  will 
throw  hhnsek' headlong  into  wild  designs,  and 
stubbornly  e\ei«ci»c  hib  own  stu^iilar  arbitrary 
will ;  tliat  from  that  time,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
bis  people,  by  their  full  and  free  assent  and 
consent,  to  depose  tlfat  king  from  his  throne, 
and  in  itis  stead  to  establish  sonlfc  other  of  the 
royal  race  upon  the  5amc :"    therefore,  that 
such  a  grievous  and  uolmppy  dissention  may 
never  spring  up  amongst  your  people;    that 
tliej'  may  never,  through  such  lamentable  di- 
visions, plcaiiing  only  to  your  enemies,  be  by 
your  evil  coimsellors  subverted  ;  and  tluit  this 
kingdom  so  bonouraUe,  and  from  your  father^s 
d?i}s  hitlierto  most  ^mmis  in  war,  may  not 
no\>  in  your  time^  through  the  distractions  *of 


cWI  govt,  be  miSjCrably  laid  waste ;  and  that 
the  title  of  those  miseries  may  never  be  fixed 
as  a  scandalous^mark  upon  your  reign ;  recall, 
we  beseech  you,  your  royal  mind  from  such 
foolish  and  pernicious  councils ;  and  whoso- 
ever they  are  that  suggest  such  matters  to  you, 
do  not  only  recuse  to  hearken  to  them,  but  to- 
tally remove  them  from  your  presence  ;  for  in 
a  time  of  danger  it  will  be  found,  that  they,  can 
no  ways  prove  effectual  to  serve  you,  when  you 
stand  most  in  need  of  tiiem." 

By  these  and  other  speeches,  says  our  aq- 
thor,  the  king  was  brought  to  better  temper, 
and  laving  aside  his  passion,  be  promised  that 
after  3  days  he  would  come  to  the  park  and 
with  mature  advice,  willingly  acf|uicsce  in  their 
Petitions.  Accordingly,  the  king  came  at  the 
time  appointed ;  and,  very  soon  alter,  Tho. 
Arundele,  bp.  of  Ely,  by  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  pari,  was  made  chanc.  in  the  room  of 
M.  de  la  Pole,  carl  of  Suffolk;  John  Gilbert, 
bp.  of  Heretbrd,  was  made  treasurer,  instead 
of  John  de  Fordham,  bp.  of  Durham ;  and 
John  de  Waltham,  keeper  of  the  privy-seal. 

[Impeachment  of  Sir  M,  de  la  Po/<]  After 
the  removal  Qi  sir  Mich,  de  la  Pole  from  the 
chancellorsliip,  he  was  impeached  by  the  com- 
mons of  several  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
The  followif^  are  the  articles  against  bun. 
See  Rot.  ParL  10.  K.  2,  no.  1,  6, 

"  Articles  of  Impeachment  exhibited  6y  the 
Commons  in  full  Parliament  against  Michael 
de  la  Pole^  Earl  of  Suffolk,  late  Chancellor 
of  England:' 

"  I.  That  the  said  earl  being  chanc.  and 
awom  to  act  for  the  just  profit  of  the  king, 
hath  purchased  of  our  lord  the  king,  lands,  te- 
nements, and  rents  to  a  great  value,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  record-rolls  ot  the  chancery :  and 
against  his  oath,  not  regarding  the  gi-cat  nec^- 
sity  of  the  king  and  re^m,  being  chanc.  at  the 
time  of  such  purchase  made,  did  cause  the 
said  lands  and  tenements  to  be  extended  at  a 
muoh  smaller  value  than  really  they  were  worth 
by  the  year,  and  tliereby  deceived  the  king." — 
And  for  tlrnt  he  purchased  the  said  lands  when 
he  was  chanc.  against  his  oath,  the  king  shall 
have  the  said  lands  again  intirely,  and  the  said  , 
earl  shall  make  fine  and  ransom  to  the  kh^ 
with  all  profits  received  since  tlie  purchase." 

^*  IF.  Wh«rcas  9^  lords  were  assigned  by  the 
last  pari,  to  examine  the  state  of  the  king  and 
realm,  aiid  to  deliver  their  advice  how  the 
same  might  be  improved,  amended,  and  put 
into  better  order  and  governance,  and  there- 
upon such  examination  to  be  delivered  to  the 
king  as  well  by  word  of  mouth,  as  in  writing ; 
the  said  late  chanc.  did  say  in  full  pari.  *  Tlint 
the  said  advice  and  ordinance  should  be  put 
in  due  execution ;'  which  yet  was  not  done, 
and  that  by  tlie  default  of  him  who  was  the 
principal  officer." — To  this  article,  «and  the  Srd 
and  the  7  th,  the  said  earl  shall  answer,  if  be 
Itave  any  thing  to  say  agtan»t  the  same  iiv 
snecia! ." 

«f  III.  Whereas  a  tax  w«a  gnuxted  %gr  the 
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cbminons  in  the  last  pari,  to  he  laid  out  in  a 
certain  farm  demanded  by  the  commons,  and 
a%ented  to  by  the  king  and  lords,  and  not 
«ftherwise ;  yet  the  monies  thence  arising,  were 
expended  in  another  manner ;'  so  that  the  sea 
was  not  guarded  as  it  was  ordered  to  have 
been;  whence  many  mischiet^  already  have 
happened,  and  more  are  like  to  ensue  to  the 
reahn  :  and  ail  this  by  the  default  of  the  said 
late  chanc. 

"  JV.  Whereas  the  tideman  of  limbersh, 
having  to  him  and  his  heirs  of  the  gift  of  tne 
king's  grandfather  501.  per  ann.  out  of  the  cus- 
toms of  Kingston  upon  Hull,  which  the  said 
tideman  fodeited  to  the  king;  and  whereas 
the  payment  of  the  said  501.  per  ann.  was  dis- 
continued for  85  years  and  upwards :  the  said 
chanc.  knowing  the  premises,  purchased  to  him 
and  his  heirs  of  the  said  tideman,  the  said  501. 
per  ann.  and  prevailed  with  the  king  to  confinn 
the  said  purchase,  whereas  the  king  ought  to 
have  had  the  whole  profit'' — For  this  purpose 
the  said  carl  was  adjudged  to  fine  and  ransom,, 
and  the  said  50l.  to  go  to  the  king  and  his 
lieirs,  with  the  manner  of  flaxflete,  and  ten 
marks  of  rent  which  were  exchanged,  &c.  with 
the  issues. 

**  V.  Whereas  the  hi^h  master  of  st.  Anthony 
is  a  schismatick,  and  tor  that  cause  the  king 
ought  to  have  the  proHts  which  appertain  to  him 
in  £ngland  ;  the  said  late  chanc.  who  ought  to 
advance  and  procare  the  profit  of  the  king, 
took  to  farm  the  said  profits  of  the  king  at  20 
marks  per  ann.  and  so  got  to  his  own  use  above 
a  1000  marks.  And  afterwards  when  the  said 
master  in  England  which  now  is,  ought  to  have 
had  the  possession  and  livery  of  the  said  pro- 
fits, he  could  not  obtain  the  same,  till  he  and 
two  persons  with  him  became  bound  by  recog- 
nizance in  chancery,  of  30001.  to  pay  yearly  to 
tiie  said  chanc.  and  his  son  John,  lOOl.  for  the 
term  of  their  two  lives.'' — For  this  it  was  ad- 
judged. That  the  king  shall  have  all  the  profits 
belonging  to  the  said  st.  Anthony's,  at  the  time 
c»f'the  purcliase  ;  and  that  tor  the  recognizance 
so  made,  the  said  earl  shall  be  awarded  to  pri- 
son, and  fined,  and  ransomed  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  king. 

"  \'I.  "^  hat  in  the  time  of  the  late  chanc. 
there  were  gmnted  and  made  divers  charters 
and  patents  of  pardon  for  murders,  treasons, 
felonies,  ice.  against  the  laws  ;  and  before  the 
cfmuncncemeut  of  iliis  present  pari,  there  was 
made  arid  scaled  a  clmrter  of  certain  franchises 
granted  to  the  castle  of  Dover  in  disinherison 
of  the  crown,  and  to  the  subversion  of  the 
pleas  and  courts  of  the  king,  and  of  his  laws.'* — 
The  long  awards  that  those  charters  be  re- 
pealed. 

"  Vn.  Wlicrcas  by  an  ordinance  made  in  the 
last  pari,  that  10,<X)6  marks  should  be  raised 
f^  the  relief  of  the  city  of  Ghent ;  by  the  de- 
fault of  the  said  late  chanc.  the  said  city  of 
Cheat  was  hst,  aiid  also  1000  marks  of  the 
wA  money." — Upon  ail  which  articles  the 
comraoni  demand  the  judgment  of  parliament. 
Knyghton  says  tLat  "  the  smn  of  the  carl's 


answers  to  these  articles,  were  eitlier  fey  deny- 
ing some  of  them,  or  confessing  and  excusing 
otliers ;  and  that  for  all  these  ofi'ences,  the  said 
earl  was  not  only  discharged  from  his  oAco  of 
chanc.  but  being  arrested,  was  committed  to 
the  custody  of  the  constable,  and  after  th% 
pari,  was  up,  he  was  sent  close  prisoner  to 
Windsor-Castle ;  but  was  soon  after  discharged 
by  the  kin^."  Walsingham,  an  historian  of 
good  authority,  and  co-temporary  with  Knygh- 
ton,  relates,  tKat  all  these  articles  were  so  fully 

f  roved,  that  the  earl  could  not  deny  them, 
nsomuch,  that  when  he  stood,  upon  his  de* 
fence,  and  had  nothing  to  say  for  himself,  the 
kins,  blushing  for  him,  shook  his  head  aa4 
said,  '  Alas«  alas,  Michael,  see  what  thou  hast 
done.'  Fi^ther,  when  the  king  desired  a  sup- 
ply, th^  same  author  tolls  us  that  the  commons 
answered,  *  He  did  not  need  any  tallage  c« 
his  subjects,  when  he  might  so  easily  funiifch 
himself  with  a  sum  "of  money  from  him  who 
was  his  just  debtor.'  Knyghton  addfi,  '^  that  by 
the  corruption  of' the  king's  officers,  the  i^ublio 
revenue  was  vainly  consumed  ;  the  king  insitf- 
ferahly  defmuded  and  abused;  the  common 
people  of  the  realm,  by  continued  and  griev- 
ous burdens  miserably  impoverished ;  the  rent« 
and  profits  of  the  nobles  and  great  men  much 
impaired ;  and  tlieir  pdor  tenants  in  many 
places  forced  to  abandon  their  husbandry,  atid 
leave  their  farms  empty  and  desolate.  And, 
all  this  time  it  was  plain  that,  by  these  means, 
the  kinu's  oiiicers  became  unmeasurably  rich." 

[Eieien  h^rds  appointed  to  regulate  the  Af-^  ' 
fairs  of  the  Kingdom.]  The  pari,  observing  alt 
this,  ill  order  to  remedy  the  evil,  tl>ey  chose  11 
lords,  to  whom  the  kin^,  by  commission  under 
the  broad-seal,  granted  leave  and  power  to  en- 
quire into,  treat  of,  and  determine  all  aft'airsv 
causes  and  complaints  arising  since  the  death 
ofKdw.  III.  to  that  present  time;  as  also  of 
the  king's  exprnre?,  and  his  ministers,  and  all 
other  matters  happening  within  tlie  limited 
time.  The  lord-,  so  chosen,  were  sworn,  on 
the  holy  Evanjrt  libts,  to  well  and  truly  regulate 
all  burdens,  and  other  affairs  incumbent  on  the 
Ling  imd  kir)gdom ;  and  to  do  justice  to  every 
one.  The  king,  likewise,  took  an  oath  to  stand 
to  their  appointment,  to  encourage  tliem  in 
their  ac^iniis,  and  not  to  revoke  any  article  of 
their  power,  hut  to  confirm,  as  good  and  stable, 
whatsoever  the  said -counsellors  should  door 
order,  during  that  time ;  and  that  any  6  of 
them,  witli  the  3  chief  ofHcers  of  the  kin*, 
should  at  any  time  make  a  quorum.  Lastly, 
it  was  enacted,  that  if  any  man  should  advise 
the  king  to  make  any  revocation  of  their  power, 
though  the  king  should  not  do  it,  yet  if  it  was 
but  probable  he  gave  such  evil  counsel,  he 
should  for  the  same  forfeit  all  his  lands  and 
,  goods  ;  and  if  he  attempted  it  a  2nd  time  he 
I  should  be  drawn  and  hanged  as  a  public  traitor 
to  the  lung  and  kinedom. 

[The  King's  Letters  ttttcntt  B  Confirnfcfioit 
thereof.]  But  the  authority  of  pari,  alone,  be- 
ing not  judged  sufficient  to  secure  this  great 
change  in  tlic  govcnmient,  this  king  wa»  fiiriL«i 
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prevmiled  on  to  grant  his  Letters  Patent,  on 
wych,  afterwards,  a  Statute  was  made  in  order 
to  render  it  as  irrevocable  as  possible.  Which 
Letters  Patent  must  find  a  place  in  this  work, 
though  not  strictly  parliamentary,  they 
I  the  occasion  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
i  commission  beings  afterwards  brought  to  a 
Tety  severe  trial  in  pari.  Thus  they  stand 
translated  from  the  French : — 

**^  Richard,  king,  &c.  to  all  those  to  whom 
dkese  leuers  shall  come  to  be  seen  or  heard, 
peeting.  We  being  duly  conscious  of  the 
grievous  complaints  of  the  lords  and  commons 
of  our  realm  m  this  present  pari,  assembled, 
that  our  profits  and  rents,  and  the  revenues  of 
our  realm,  by  private  and  insufficient  council, 
ttid  the  ill  governance  as  well  of  certain  of  our 
late  great  officers,  as  of  divers  other  people 
being  near  our  person,  are  so  much  consumed, 
wasted,  embezzlcpd,  given  away,  granted,  and 
aliened,  destroyed,  and  evilly  disposed  of  and 
•xpended :  that  we  are  so  much  impoverished 
-and  stripped  of  treasure  nnd  means,  and  the 
substance  of  our  crown  so  djininished  and  de- 
stroyed, that  we  are  neither  able  to  sustain 
honourably,  as  we  ou^ht,  the  state  of  our 
household,  nor  maintain  and  manage  those 
wars  wherewith  our  realm  is  environed,  witli- 
out  great  and  outrageous  oppressions  and 
charges  on  our  people,  greater  than  they  can 
bear:  and  also  that  the  good  laws,  statutes  and 
customs  of  our  said  realm,  to  wliich  we  are  bound 
by  oath,  and  obliged  to  maintain,  arc  not,  nor 
have  been  duly  observed  and  executed,  nor 
full  justice  or  right  done  to  our  snid  people : 
but  many  disinheiisons  and  other  most  great 
mischiefs  and  damages  have  happened,  as  well 
to  us,  as  to  our  people  and  whole  realm.  Now 
we,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  for  the  eood 
of  us  and  our  reahn,  and  for  the  quiet  and  re- 
lief of  our  people,  willuig  against  the  said  mi^ 
chiefs  to  ef  •ablish  a  good  and  meet  remedy,  as 
we  have  already  of  our  free  will,  at  the  request 
of  the  lords  and  commons,  ordained  and  as- 
signed such  persons  for  our  great  olHoers ;  tliat 
is  to  niy,  our  chancellor,  treasurer,  and  keeper 
of  our  privy  seal,  as  ^e  esteem  good,  faithful, 
and  sufficient,  for  the  honour  aiid  profit  of  us 
and  our  realm :  so  also  of  our  real  authority, 
certain  knowledge,  ^ood  pleasure,  and  free 
will ;  and  by  the  advice  and  assent  of  the  pre- 
lates, lords,  and  coiuiuoas  in  full  pari,  in  aid  of 
the  good  governauce  of  our  realm,  and  the 
well  and  due  execution  of  our  laws,  and  for 
the  relief  in  time  of  tliat  miserable  condition 
under  which  both  we  and  our  subjects  have 
long  laboured,  Imviiig  full  confidence  in  the 
gOM  advice,  sense,  and  dii^crcDou  of  the  most 
hop,  fathers  in  God,  Wm.  abp.  of  Canterbury, 
and  Alex.  abp.  of  York ;  our  most  dear  uncles, 
Wmund,  dnkc  of  York,  and  Thomas,  duke  of 
Gloucesicr;  the  hon.  fathers  in  God  William, 
bp.  of  Winchester,  Thos,  bp.  of  Exeter,  and 
jficliolas  AbbiR  of  Waltham ;  our  beloved  and 
fiiitliful  Rd.  earl  of  iVrun'dcl,  John  lord  Cob- 
'  ham,  Rd.  le  Scroop,  and  John  Dcvcreux,  have 
4>tdia&ed,  assigned  and  deputed,  and  do  ordain, 


assign  and  depute  them  to  be  6f  our  great  and 
continual  council,  for  one  whole  year  next  afler 
the  date  hereof,  to  survey  and  examine,  toge> 
titer  with  our  said  great  officers,  as  well  we 
estate,  condition,  and  government  of  our  whole 
realm,  and  of  all  our  officers  and  ministers  of 
whatever  estate,  degree,  or  condition  they  be, 
within  our  household  ojr  without ;  and  to  in- 
quire and  take  information  by  aU  such  ways  «s 
they  shall  think  meet,  of  all  rents,  revenues, 
and  profits  belonging  to  us,  or  which  are  due 
and  ought  to  appertain  to  us,  either  within  the- 
realm  or  without :  and  of  all  gifts,  grants,  ahe- 
nations,  and  confirmations  by  us  made,  of  any 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  profits,  re- 
venues, wards,  marriages,  escheats,  forfeitures, 
franchises,  liberties ;  voidances  of  archbishop- 
rics, bishoprics,abbeys,  priories,  farms  of  bouses, 
possessions  of  aliens,  &.c.  And  also  of  all  reve- 
nues and  profits,  as  well  of  our  said  rcalm,  as  of 
our  lands,  lordships,  cities,  villages,  and  other 
possessions  beyond  the  sea ;  and  of  the  bene- 
noes  and  possessions,  and  otlier  revenues  of  all 
that  arc  in  rebellion  against  the  pope  :  and  of 
the  carrying  monies  out  of  the  realm  by  the 
collectors  of  the  pope,  or  the  procurators  of 
cardinab,  Lombards,  or  other  persons :  and 
likewise  of  the  profits  of  our  customs,  and  all 
subsidies  granted  to  us  by  the  clergy  and  laity, 
sinpe  the  day  of  our  coronation,  to  that  time : 
and  of  all  fees,  wages,  and  rewards  of  our  of- 
ficers and  ministers  great  and  small,  and  of 
annuities  and  otlier  rewards  granted ;  and  sifts 
made  to  any  persons  in  fee  or  for  term  of  life, 
or  in  any  other  manner :  and  of  lauds,  tene- 
ments, rents,  revenues,  and  forfeitures,  bar- 
gained or  sold  to  the  prejudice  and  damage  of 
our  crown:  and  also  toudiing  the  jewels  and 
goods  wliich  were  our  grandfather's  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  of  charters  and  general  par- 
dons ;  and  how  general  pa^inents  have  been 
levied  and  expended ;  how  garrisons  and  forts 
have  been  maintained :  and  of  all  defaults  and 
misprisons  as  well  in  our  household,  as  in  our 
courts,  and  all  other  places  of  our  roahu :  and 
by  what  persons  our  revenues  and  the  sub- 
stance of  our  crown  ha\  e  been  witlidi'nwn  or 
diminished;  or  the  common  law  interrupted 
or  delayed,  or  any  other  dnmugc.  tiiat  hath 
happened  to  us.  Giving,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents grantinv,  of  our  authority,  and  by  the  ad- 
\'icc  and  assent  of  our  said  subjects,  unto  our 
said  counsellors,  or  any  (5  of  tlicm,  and  to  our 
great  officers  aforesaid,  full  power  and  autho- 
rity, general  and  special,  to  enter  our  palace 
and  household,  and  to  call  before  them  all  our 
officers,  and  to  command  all  rolls,  records,  and 
otlier  monuments  and  evidences ;  and  all  de^ 
faults,  wasts,  and  excesses  found  in  our  said 
household,  and  in  other  courts  and  places;  and 
all  deceits,  extortions,  oppressions;  damages, 
and  grievances  what.socver,  that  are  to  the  prc- 
judi'^,  damage,  and  distress  of  us  and  our 
crown,  and  the  estate  of  our  said  realm  in  ge- 
neral (though  not  herein  particularly  expressed 
nnd  specified)  to  amend,  correct,  repair,  re- 
dress, reform,  and  put  into  good  and  due  ordt^  - 
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and  egtablishmcnt :  and  also  to  hear  and  re- 
ceive the  complaints  of  all  our  liege  people,  as 
^ell  for  us  as  themselves,  against  our  said  of- 
£cer8  and  counsellors:  and  all  oppressions, 
wrongs,  and  injuries,  which  cannot  so  w^ll  be 
'amended  and  determined  in  the  courts  of  the 
common  law :  and  to  discuss  and  finally  deter- 
mine all  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  full  exccur 
tion  tliereof  to  award,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
most  meet,  for  the  honour  and  profits  of  us  and 
our  estate,  and  to  the  redintegration  of  the 
lights  and  profits  of  our  crown,  and  the  bettei* 
governance  of  the  peace  and  laws  of  our  kin&. 
doai,  and  the  relief  of  our  said  people.  Li 
which  proceedings,  if  difference  of  opinion 
happen  amongst  our  said  counselbrs,  the  same 
shall  be  concluded  by  majority  of  votes  t  and 
we  command  and  chaise  all  prelates,  dukes, 
earls,  barons,  shcriffe,  the  treasurer,  and 
comptroller,  and  all  other  officers  of  our  house- 
hold, justices  de  banco,  and  other  officers,  mU 
nistcrs,  and  liege  subjects  whatsoever,  that  to 
<mr  said  counsellors  and  officers  in  manner 
aforesaid,  they  be  obedient,  aiding  and  assist* 
ing.  In  witness  whereof,  &c.  Given  under 
our  great  seal  the  IQth  day  of  November." 

[if  Subsidy/  granted.]  It  appears  from 
the  Record,  that  this  parliament  granted  half 
a  10th  in  spirituals,  and  half  a  15th  on  all 
temporals.  They  likewise  gave  the  king  of 
every  tun  of  wine  imported  or  exported,  3s, ; 
and  12d,  on  every  pound  of  merchandize,  ex- 
^pt  of  such  staple  commodities  as  wool-fells, 
Ac.  And  that  these  subsidies  might  be  well 
and  truly  expended,  the  $ame  prudential  care 
was  taken  in  this  as  in  other  matters,  that  the 
money  should  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  cer- 
tain'of  the  nobility  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
On  the  20ti\  of  Nov.  this  pari,  was  dissoned ; 
but  the  king's  great  candour  and  condcscen.sion 
in  it  was  in  a  great  measure  sullied  by  the  fol- 
lowing memorandimi,  which  is  the  last  thing 
entered  upon  the  roll,  viz.  "  that  the  king 
caaM;  and  made  protestation,  in  full  pari,  with 
hu  own  mouth,  *  that  for  any  thing  which  wis 
done  iri  that  pari.  |je  would  not  any  prejudice 
should  come  to  him,  or  liis  crown  ;  but  that  the 
prerogative  and  liberties  of  it  shquld  be  safe 
and  presen-ed.* 

Jt  is  necessary  here,  in  order  to  keep  up  a 
poper  ajnnection,  to  deviate  a  little  fyom  our 
Parliamentary 'History,  to  leam  what  stru^i;ics 
the  ling  >nsule  to  g^t  loose  from  tlie  bonds 
wWch  had  been  thus  imposed  upon  him.  In 
1387,  the  king  an(^  queen  made  a  progress 
into  the  west  and  northern  parts  of  tne  king- 
dom. In  his  return  from  the  fatter,  he  held  a 
coancil  at  Nottingham,  The  chief  persons  of 
which  this  council  consisted,  wci*e,  Alex.  abp. 
rfYork;  Rob,  do  Verc,  lately  cheated  duke 
•f  Ireland;  Mich,  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  ftuffolt; 
Rob.  Tresiliao,  chief  justice  of  the  King*^ 
Bepchf  and  Nicliolas  Brembrc  of  London,^ 
kn^ts,  who  were  tljc  king's  greatest  favourites 
and  advisers,  and  in  whom  he  put  his  whole 
ttwt  and  confidence.  This  Council  of  State 
iNnmnoned  tjji  tj^  sbori^  o(  the  adjoining 


counties  to  Nottineham,  and  demanded  of 
them  what  forces  they  were  able  to  raise  to 
assist  the  king  a^uinst  the  lords  if  tliey  were 
requircd'to  do  it  f  The  shcrifis  answered,  cpMl}-, 
"  That  the  people  were  generally  persuaded 
that  the  lords  were  the  kuig's  friends,  and  that 
they  sought  the  good  of  the  nation  in  all  they 
did,  and  therefore  tliey  believed  they  could  get 
Very  few  to  oppose  them."  This  disappoints 
ment  was  die  less  to  tlicse  amrtiprs,  becau&e 
they  knew  that  the  lords  were  very  popular, 
and  they  had  still  other  projects  to  go  upon. 
They  next  commanded  the  pherifl's  and  gcntlcT 
men,  then  attending  on  the  summons,  to  suffer 
none  to  be  returned  as  knights  or  bqrgessi*8  for 
the  next  pnrl.  but  such  as  the  king  and  his 
council  should  nomimite.  To  which  they  re- 
plied, **  That  the  people  would  be  very  hardly 
deprived  of  their  antient  privilege  of  choosing 
their  own  members  of  pari. ;  ant)  that  if  there 
was  a  true  freedom  observed  in  choosin;;,  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  impose  any  pcrr 
son  against  the  people*s  liking,  especially,  since,, 
they  wou|d  easily  guess  at  t^e  design,  and  stand 
the  more  resolutely  upon  their  right.'^  This 
answer  of  the  sheriffii  somewhat  startled  the 
council,  beci^use  they  built  much  on  this  in# 
vention ;  for  what  was  done  by  a  parl..would, 
as  thfy  uni^gined,  carry  a  faoc  of  justice  along 
with  it,  and  th?ir  private  revenge  he  tunied 
into  a  public  pu^ushment.  But,  losing  thm 
point,  they  dismissed  the  sherifiis  and  gentle^ 
men,  and  fell  upon  their  last,  but  most  des* 

f>erate  stratagem,  whicl^  was  to  ru^i  thetn  b^ 
aw. 

[Questions  proposed  io  the  Judges,  and  their 
AnmerSy  relating  to  the  late  CorrnnisstonA 
To  this  end  the  kmg  sent  bis  summons  f<jr  alt 
the  judges  to  attend  him;  and,  on  their  apr 
pearance,  ^  string  of  Qjiestions  or  Article^, 
which  were  ready  drawn  up  by  sir  Rob.  Tresis 
liun,  chief  justice  of  the  king's  bench,  and  one 
of  the  cabal,  was  proposed  to  them.  These  Arv 
tides  Knyghton  has  given  at  lai^e,  and  arc  as 
follow: — Be  itxemeinheredjThaton  the  25th  of 
Aug.  in  the  1 1th  year  of  the  reign  of  k.  Rich.  II, 
at  the  castle  of*^ Nottingham,  before  our  said 
lord  the  king,  Rob.  Trevilian,  chief  justice  of 
England,  and  Rob.  Belknappe,*  chiefjustice  of 
the  common  bench  of  our  said  lord  the  king, 
John  Holt,  Roger  Ful thorp,  and  SVm.  de  Burgh, 
knights,  justices,  and  associates  of  the  said 
Rob.  Belknappe,  and  John  de  Lokton  ih^ 
kind's  Serjeant  at  law,  in  the  presence  of  the 
lords  and  otlier  witnesses  underwritten,  were 
personally  required  by  our  said  lord  the  kin^, 
on  the  faith  and  allegiance  wherein  to  him  th^ 
said  king  they  are  bound,  to  ai^swer  faithfully 
unto  certain  Questions  here  under  specified, 
and  to  them  tlien  ayad  there  truly  recited,  and 
upon  the  san>e  to  declare  the  law  according  to 
their  discretion,  vi». — 1.  It  was  deoianded  of 
them,  <*  Whether  that  new  stajtute,  ocdinanc^ 
and  commission,  made  and  published  in  th^ 
last  pari,  held  at  Westm.  b^  not  derogatory  t^. 
the  royalty  and  prerogative  of  oar  said  lord  the 
kiiur?'?  To.  ^hicljk  they  unaj^umojJsly  afjy^ci^dj^ 
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tkat  the  same  are  derogatory  thereunto,  espe- 
cially because  they  v^ote  against  his  will. — 
2.  "  How  those  are /to  be  punished,  who  pro- 
cured that  statute  and  commission  r''  A.  That 
they  were  to  be  punished  with  death,  except 
the  king  would  pardon  them. — 3.  "  How  those 
are  to  be  punished  who  moved  the  king  to 
consent  to  the  making;  of  tlie  said  statute  ?*' 
A.  That  they  ought  to  lose  their  lives,  unless 
hismaj.  would  pardon  them. — 4. "  What  punish- 
ment they  deserved  who  coiiipelled,  strai^ht^ 
ened  or  necessitated  the  king  to  consent  to  tlie 
making  ot*  the  said  statute  and  commission  ?'^ 
A.  That  they  ought  to  suffer  as  traitors. — 
5.  "  How  those  are  t6  be  punished  who  hin- 
dered the  kin^  from  exercising  those  tilings 
which  appertam  to  his  royalty  and  preroga- 
tive?" A.  That  they  arc  to  be  punished  as 
traitors. — 6.  **  Whether  after  in  a  pari,  as- 
sembled, the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
cause  of  calling  that  pari,  are  by  tlic  king's 
command  declared,  and  certain  articles  li- 
mited by  the  king,  upon  which  die  lords  and 
commons  in  that  pari,  ought  to  proceed;  if 
yet  ^he  said  lords  and  coirimons  will  proceed 
altogether  upon  other  articles  and  affairs,  and 
not  at  all  upon  those  limited  and  proposed  to 
them  by  the  king,  until  the  king  shall  have 
first  answered  them  upon  the  articles  and  mat- 
ters so  bv  them  stajted  and  expressed,  although 
the  king's  c«jmmand  he  to  the  contrary;  whe- 
tlicr  in  such  case  the  king  ought  not  to  have 
the  governance  of  the  pari,  and  effectually 
over-rule- them,  so  as  that  they  ought  to  pro- 
ceed first  on  the  matters  proposed  by  the  king: 
or  whether  on  the  contrary,  the  lords  and 
commons  oi'.|;ht  first  to  have  the  king's  answer 
upon  their  proposals  before  they  proceeded 
further?"  A.  That  the  king  in  that  behalf  has 
the  govemance,  and  may  appoint  what  shall 
be  first  handled,  imd  so  gradually  what  next  in 
ail  matters  to  he  treated  of  in  pari,  evcij  to 
the  end  of  die  pari. :  and  if  any  act  contrary 
to  the  king's  pleasure  made  known  therein, 
they  are  to  be  punished  as  traitors.— r7.  "  Whe- 
ther the  king,  whenever  he  pleases,  caft  dis- 
solve the  pari,  and  command  the  lords  and 
commons  to  depart  fron>  djence,  or  not?" 
A.  That  he  can,  and  if  any  one  shall  then 
proceed  in  pari,  against  the  king's  will,  he  is 
to  be  punished  as  a  traitor. — 8.  "  Since  the 
king  can,  wlwnever  lie- pleases,  remove  any  of 
his  judges  and  ofriccrs,  and  justify  or  punish 
them  fir  their  ofRsnrcs ;  whether  the  lords  and 
commons  can  w*ithout  tlie  will  of  the  king  im- 
peach in  pari,  any  of  the  said  judges  or  oliicers 
,  for  any  ot  their  offences?"  A.  That  they  can- 
not, and  if  any  one  should  do  so,  he  is  to  be 
punished  as  a  traitor. — 9.  "  How  he  is  to  be 
punishcfl  who  mo^ed  in  pari,  that  the  statute 
ehould  be  sent  for,  whereby  Edw.  U.  (the 
king's  great  grandfather)  was  proceeded  against 
and  deposed  in  purl.;  by  means  of  sending  for 
and  impi>sing  whicH  statute,  die  said  late  sta- 
tute,^oi-dinance,  and  commission,  were  devised 
od  browght  forth  in  pari,  t*'  A.  1  hat  as  well 
he  that  so, moved,  as  he  who  by  pretence  of 


that  motion,  carried  the  said  statute  to  ^  paiL 
are  traitors  and  criminals  to  be  punished  with 
death. — 10.  "  Whether  the  judgment  ciren  in 
the  last  pari,  held  at  Westm.  against  Mich,  de 
la  Pole,  earl  of  Suffolk,  was  erroneous  and 
revocable,  or  nqjt  ?"  A.  That  if  that  iudgmcnt 
were  now  to  be  given,  they  would  not  nve  it ;  he- 
cause  it  seems  to  them,  uiat  the  saidjudgment 
is  revocable,  as  being  erroneous  in  every  part 
of  it  In  testimony  of  all  which,  the  juages 
and  Serjeants  aforesaid,  to  these  presents  hav^ 

{)ut  their  seals  in  die  presence  of  the  rev. 
ords,  Alex.  abp.  of  York,  Rob.  abp.  of  Dub- 
lin, John  bp.  of  Durham,  Tho.  bp.  of  CIk- 
chcster,  ana  .John  bp.  of  Bangor,  Kob.  duke 
of  Ireland,  Mich,  earl  of  Suffolk,  John  Kypoa 
Clerk,  and  John  Blake,  esq ;.  given  die  plac^ 
dav,  month,  and  year  aforesaid." 

But  though  the  king  and  his  favourites  ha4 
got  the  judges  on  their  side,  and  had  thus  pro- 
cured a  colour  of  law  for  what  they  did ;  yet, 
the  greatest  dithculty  remained  behind,  which 
was  to  arm  themselves  with  power  sufficient, 
to  put  these  resolves  into  cxecudon.  To  Uii« 
purpose,  they  did  their  utmost  to  render  thcm« 
selves  and  their  king  popular;  and  at  hi*i 
majesty's  return  to  London,  he  was  met  and 
received  by  the  mayor  and  citizens,  wjth  the 
greatest  pomp  and  solemnity.  But  this  joy- 
was  short  lived,  for  the  junto,  soon  after  their 
arrival  at  Westoi.  had  notice  that  the  duke  of 
Gloucester,  with  the  earls  of  Arundel  and 
Warwick,  and  a  great  body  of  armed  men, 
were  marching  towards  London.  It  was  not 
long  before  these  lords  declared  themseh-es, 
and  being  come  with  their  army  as  far  as 
Hackney,  they  sent  the  abp.  of  Canterbury; 
the  lord  John  Lovel,  the  lord  Cobham,  the 
lord  Dcvereux  and  otliers  to  the  king  with  th^ 
message,  "  That  they  came  to  demand  the 
persons  who  had  seduced  the  king  and  were 
traitors,  both  to  hun  and  the  kingdom.  ThM; 
it  was  purely  for  his  majesty's  welfare  and  the- 
good  of  the  nation  that  they  took  up  arms,  ia 
order  that  they  might  bring  those  traitors  to 
justice,  to  the  terror  of  all  succeeding  evil 
ministers."  They  named  5  persons,  who  had 
the  rule  and  govt,  of  every  thmg,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  had  given  the  king  such  per- 
nicious advice,  there  specified,  that,  if  it  was 
followed,  would  be  the  ruin  of  diem  aU.  The 
king,  fimling  that  his  favourites  could  no  ways 
protect  him,  was  forced  at  last  to  come  to  a 
compromise,  and  to  refer  all  grievances  to  the 
decision  of  the  next  parliament. 

[A  new  Parliament  called  ]  Writs  were  ac- 
cordingly issued  for  a  new  pari,  to  meet  on  the 
3d  of  Feb.  1388.  But,  in  the  body  of  the 
writs  an  equivocal  clause  was  inserted ;  which 
was  an  order  to  retuni  those  persops  that  were 
the  most  indifferent  in  the  present  disputes^ 
Which,  being  found  out,  the  Icing  was  obliged 
to  renew  the  writs,  and  even  to  specify  tbat 
the  clai»e,  abovemendoned,  was  put  in  con- 
trary to  the  ancieat  form.  The  pari,  being 
met  on  the  day  appointed,  Tho.  Fitz-Alun^ 
bp.  of  Ely  and  lord  cnaac.  declared  the  cau&e 
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of  the  summoas  to  be,  "  to  consider  by  what 
mettns  the  troubles  in  the  kingdom,  for  want  of 
fffod  govt,  might  be  ended ;  the  king  better 
winsea;  the  realm  better  governed;  misde- 
meanours more  severely  punished,  and  good 
men  better  encouraged.  How  'the  kingdom 
might  be  best  defended,  the  sea.  best  kept,  the 
myches  of  Scotland  best  gnarded,  Cascoig^ny 
preserved,  and  how  the  charges  of  tlicse  things 
might  be  bom  with  the  most  ease  to  the  peo- 
ple." And  then  he  pivc  notice,  **  That  those 
who  would  complain  m  that  part,  of  any  thing 
which  could  not  well  be  reversed  at  common- 
law,  might  carry  their  petitions  to  the  clerks 
in  chancery,  there  named,  and  appointed  to 
receive  them."  Then  the  duke  ot  Gloucester 
fell  CD  his  kne^  before  the  king,  and  said, 
^  That^he  understood  his  raaj.  had  been  in- 
formed, that  he  was  about  to  depose  him  and 
make  himself  king;  and  oflfered  to  stand  to  the 
award  and  judement  of  his  peers  in  pari." 
Upon  this,  die  king  declared,  openly,  "  That 
be  did  not  think  him  guilty,  and  fully  excused 
hnn."  The  lords  spintual  and  temporal,  then 
present,  claimed  as  their  liberty  and  franchise, 
that  all  great  matters  moved  in  that  pari,  or  to 
be  moved  in  any  Hiture  pari,  touching  peers  of 
the  land,  shoidd  be  discussed  and  judged  by 
course  of  pari. ;  and  not  by  the  civil  or  com- 
mon law  01  the  land  used  in  the  lower  courts 
of  the  kingdom.  Which  claim,  liberty  and 
franchise,  the  king,  in  full  pari,  readily  al- 
lowed and  granted. 

IFive  Lords  lodge  an  Appeal  against  the 
King's  Ministers,]  Then  five  lords,  who  were 
called  Appellants,  l?ecause  they  were  the  ac- 
cusers of  the  late  ministers,  whose  names  were 
'Thomas  duke  of  Gloucester,  Henry  earl  of 
Derby,  Richard  earl  of  Arundel,  Thomas  carl 
of  Warwick,  and  Thomas  earl  ofNottinghaiA, 
earl-marslmf,  stood  up  and  made  open  protes- 
tation, in  fiill  pari,  touching  their  appeal  and  suit 
in  that  pari,  and  that  what  had  before  been  done, 
by  the  assistance  of  the  people,  in  their  com- 
pany, or  retinue,  **  was  done  principally,  to  tiie 
,  honour  of  God,  in  aid  and  safety  of  the  king 
and  his  kingdom,  and  the  security  of  all  their 
lives.'*  After  this,  the  lords  and  commons 
granted  half  a  10th  and  half  a  15th,  with  pro- 
testation, that  it  was  done  of  necessity,  and 
that  it  might  be  no  prejudice  to  the  lords  and 
commons  for  time  to  come,  because  it  was  so 
p-anted;  and  further,  they  prayed  the  king, 
that  notwithstanding  this  grant  so  made,  the 
pari,  might  hold  on  its  course ;  and  be  ad- 
journed if  need  were;  and  that  all  things 
touching  the  said  pari,  misht  be  done  and  ex- 
ecuted, as  if  the  grant  had  not  been  made  till 
the  end  thereof,  as  in  manner  accustomed. 
Which  request  the  king  granted.  The  pari, 
further  gave  the  king,  in  defence  of  the  realm, 
a  sabsiay  upon  leather,  wool  and  wool-fells; 
on  condition,  that  the  five  Lords  Appellants 
should  have  oat  of  it  £0,0001.  by  assent  and 
grant  of  the  king,  "  for  thtir  labpur  and  ex- 
pences,  before  that  time,  which  they  had  been 
at  for  the  hononr^  pro^t,  and  taiety  of  the 


king  and  the  whole  kingdom.*'  The  Com- 
mons prayed,  **  That  no  person,  of  what  de- 
gree soever,  do  intermeddle  with  tlie  business 
of  the  kingdom,  nor  the  king's  council,  but 
those  assigned  in  this  pari,  uidess  it  be  by  or- 
der of  the  continual  council.  And  also  that 
they  might  have  power  to  remove  all  persons 
from  the  king  whom  they  thought  fit  to  remove, 
atid  put  others  in  their  places.**  To  which  the 
king's  answer  was,  "  As  to  the  1st  part  of  the 
article  the  king  granted  it  f  and  a?  to  the  2nd, 
"  If  any  lord  or  the  council,  or  other  lord  of 
the  kingdom  will  inform  the  king  that  he  had 
about  him  any  person,  not  sufBcicnt  or  honest, 
if  it  be  so  proved,  he  shall  be  removed  and 
another  more  able,  by  his  own  consent,  put  in 
his  place.** 

[£acA  Member  fweart  to  support  the  Lords 
Appellants.]  And  now,  as  a  prelude  to  what 
was  going  to  be  acted,  each  of  the  prelates, 
lords  and  commons,  then  assembled,  had  the. 
following  Oath  administrated  to  them,  upon 
the  rood,  or  cross,  of  Canterbury,  in  full  parl.^ 
**  You  shall  b\vear,  That  you  will  keep  and  cause 
to  be  kept  the  good  peace,  (juiet,  and  tran- 
quillity or  the  kingdom  :  and  if  any  will  do  to 
the  contrary  thereof,  you  shall  oppose  and  dis- 
turb him  to  the  utmost  ot  your  power.  And 
if  any  people  will  do  any  thing  against  the  bo-' 
dies  at  the  pereons  of  the  live  lords ;  that  is  to 
say,  Thos.  duke  of  Gloucester,  Henry  Earl  of 
Derby,  Rd.  earl  of  Arundel  and  Surry,  Thos. 
earl  of  Warwick,  and  Thos.  earl-marshal,  op 
any  of  them,  you  shall  stand  with  them  to  the 
end  of  this  present  pari,  and  main  rain  and  sup- 
port them  with  all  your  power,  to  live  and 
die  with  them  against  all  men,  no  person  or 
any  other  tiling  excepted,  saving  alwavs  your  le* 
giance  to  the  king,  and  the  prerogatives  t)f  his 
crown,  the  laws  and  pood  customs  of  the  king- 
dom.** After  the  taking  of  this  cwth,  Easter 
being  near,  the  pari,  was  adjourned  tjll  15 
days  after  that  festival.  Then  the  5  Lords 
Appellants,  before  mentioned,  cxltibited  the 
following 

Articles  of  Impeachment  against  Alexander 
Abp,  of  York,  liobert  dc  Vtre  Duke  of  Ire- 
land, Michael  de  la  tote  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
the  Judges,  ^c. 

"  I.  That  as  false  traitors  to  the  king  and 
realm,  seeing  the  tender  age  of  our  said  lord  the 
king,  and  the  innocency  of  his  royal  person, 
thev  had  by  many  false  contrivances,  hy  tliem 
without  loyalty  or  good  faith  imagined  and  sug- 
gested, endeavoured  wholly  to  engross  his  ma- 
jesty's affection,  and  to  make  him  intirelygive 
faith  and  credence  to  what  they  should  say, 
though  never  so  pernicious  to  himself  and  liis 
realm,  and  to  hate  his  loyal  lords  and  people, 
by  wliom  he  would  more  faithftilly  have  been 
served;  encroaching  and  assumii^g  to  them- 
selves a  power  to  the  disfiimchising  our  lord 
the  king  of  his  sovereignty,  and  imparins^  his 
royal  prerogative  and  diiiity,  makmg  him  so 
far  obey  them,  that  he  hath  been  sworn  to  be 
governed  and  counselled  by  them  only;  by 
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raemns  of  which  oath,  and  the  fiowcr  they  hare 
90  traitorously  usurped,  great  inconveniences, 
mischiefs,  and  destructions  have  happened,  as 
by  the  subsequent  articles  will  appear. — IL 
Whereas  tlie  kinj;  is  not  bound  to  mokt  any 
oath  to  any  of  his  subjects,  but  on  the  day  of 
his  coronation,  or  for  the  common  profit  of 
him  and  his  realiii,  the  said  bp.  duke  and  earl, 
false  tnikors  to  the  king  anti  realm,  have  made 
him  swear  and  assent  to  them,  that  he  will 
maintain  and  defend  them,  and  Hve  and  dye 
with  them.    And  so  whereas  the  king  ooght 
to  be  of  a  free  condition  above  any  other  in 
his  /ealra,  they  have  brought  him  more  into 
servitude  and  bondage,  against  his  honour, 
estate,  and  royalty,  contrary  to  their  alleg^i-' 
ance,  and  as  traitors  unto  him. — ^III.  The  said 
traitors  by  the  assent  and  council  of.  Robert 
Tresylian  the  false  justice,  and  Nicholas  Brem* 
bre  the  false  knight  of  London,  by  their  false 
<Sovin  would  not  at  all  suffer  the  great  persons 
of  the  reahn^  nor  the  good  subjects  of  the  king, 
V)  speak  to,  or  approach  the  king,  to  give  him 
wbolcHome  advice,  nor  the  king  to  speak  to 
them,  unless  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of 
them,  the  said  duke  of  Ireland,  &c.  or  two  of 
them,  at  their  will  and  pleasure,  or  about  such 
things  as  jtliey  thought  fit,  to  the  great  diserace 
of  the  nobles  and  good  councellors  of  the  King, 
and  to  the  prcvcntiue  of  their  good  will,  and 
service  tou'ards  tlie  kmg,  thereby  encroaching 
to  themselves  the  royal  power,  and  a  lordslnp 
and  sovereignty  over  die  person  of  tlie  king  to 
the  great  dibhonoiu-  and  pei'il  of  the  king,  his 
crown  and  rcuhn. — IV.  The  said  abp.  &c.  by 
audi  their  false  devices  and  pernicious  councils, 
have  diverted  tlie  king  from  shewing  due  coun- 
tenance to  his  great  lords  and  liege  people,  ho 
that  they  could  not  be  answered  in  their  suits 
and  rij^hts,  without  the  leave  of  them  the  said 
abps.  &c.    Thereby  putting  the  king  besides 
his  devoir,  contrary  to  his  oath,  contriving  to 
alienate  the  heart  of  our  lord  the  king  from 
bis  people,,  that  they  might  engross  amongst 
themselves  only  the  govt,  of  the  realm ;  where- 
by they  have  caused  our  lord  the  king,  without 
tlie  assent  of  the  realm,  or  any  desert  in  them, 
to  have  given  away  by  their  abatement  many 
lordships,  castles,  towns,  and  manors,  as  well 
annexed  to  his  crown  as  others;  as  particii^ 
larly  tlie  land  of  Ireland  and  Okeham,  with  tJic 
forest  and  lands  which  did  belong  to  the  lord 
Danddcgh,  and  great  quuiititics  of  otlier  lands 
to  die  said  (hike  of  Ireland,  and  divers  others, 
whereby  dicy  miworthiiy  are  vastly  enriched, 
but  the  king  rendered  poor,  and  unable  to  sus- 
tain and  dc'fniy  the  charges  of  the  govt,  unless 
ty  impositi:)n:i,  heavy  ta^es  and  tributes  laid 
upon  nis  people,  to   the  disialierison   of  his 
crown,  and  the  destruction  of  the  realm. — W 
By  such  encroachment  of  the  said  abp.  &c. 
and  by  the  counsel  of  that  false  justice  Trcsy- 
lian,^and  Breinbre  the  false  knight  of  London, 
tliey  have  caused  our  lord  the  king  to  have 
given  away  divert  manors,  lands,  tenements, 
offices,  and  bailiwicks,  to  divers  other  persons 
their  creatures  and  such  as  tlwy  couki  confide 


in,  and  to  others  of  whom  they  have  taken 
great  gifb  by  way  of  broka^e  ibr  that  purpose, 
and  to  stand  bv  them  in  their  false  sutts  and  iil 
purposes,  to  the  great  pr^udice  of  the  kitig 
and  reahn,  such  as  sir  Rod.  Mansel  clerk,  John 
Blake,  Thomas  Usk,  and  divers  others. — Vl. 
The  said  duke,  &c.  encroaching  to  themselves 
the  royal  power,  have  caused  the  king  to  etve 
very  great  gifls  of  gold  and  silver,  as  wcif  of 
his  proper  goods  and  jewels,  as  of  the  goods 
and  treasure  of  the  realm;  as  lOths,  15tlis,- 
jmd  other  taxes,  granted  by  divers  parhamems, 
to  be  en>cnded  for  the  densnce  and  safbgusurd 
of  the  kingdom,  which  yet  to  the  value  of 
100,000  marks  have  been  lavished  a^vay  upon 
the  said  duke  of  Ireland,  and  >  others.  And 
though  many  good  ordinances  mid  laws  have 
been  made  in  pari,  as  well  for  maintaining  vnd> 
carrying  on  ot  wars,  as  for  the  dc|eii«e  of  the 
realm ;  yet  they  have  been  by  them  disturbed 
and  defeated,  to  the  great  dishonour  and  da-, 
mage  of  the  king  and  realm. — VII.  By  such  en- 
croachment, and  the  great  gifts  and  brokagcs 
taken  by  the  said  duke  of  Ireland,  tcc.  it  came 
to  pass  that  divers  uniTt  and  insufficient  persons 
were  preferred  to,  and  entrusted  with  the  keep- 
ing and  govt,  of  divers  garrisons,  casdes  and 
countries  involved  in  war,  as  in  Guyenne  and 
elsewhere,  both  beyond  and  on  this  side  xli& 
sea,  whereby  the  said  strong  holds  have  been 
lost,  the  countries  wasted,  and  the  people, 
faidiful  subjects  to  the  king,  destroyed ;  and 
great  seigniories  newly  rendered  into  the  hands 
and  possessions  of  enemies,  without  the  assent 
of  the  realm,  as  the  marches  of  Scodand,  &c; 
to  the  disinherison  of  the  king's  crown,  and 
the  great  loss"  of  the  kingdom,  as  in  Ilarpeden 
and  Craddock,  and  divers  others. — XTlI.  By 
the  same  means,  the  said  abp.  and  his  fellow - 
traitors,  have  caused  divers  people  to  be  dis- 
turbed and  deprived  of  right  and  the  common- 
law  of  England,  and  put  to  intolerable  delays, 
loases  and  costs ;  and  the  statutes  and  judg- 
ments which  rightfully  for  necessary  causes 
have  been  made  and  given  in  pari,  have  been 
reversed  and  annulled  by  the  procurtinent  of 
the  siiid  malefactoi*s  and  traitors ;  and  all  diis 
because  of  the  great  gjfts  and  brokages  by 
them  received  of  parties,  to  die  grand  mischief 
ot'  the  king  and  realm. — IX.  The  said  abp.  and 
other  traitors  have  caused  and  counselled  our 
lord  die  king,  to  grant  charters  of  pardon  of 
horrible  felonies  and  treasons,  as  well  against 
the  sta^te  of  the  king,  as  of  the  person  injured 
and  prosecuting;  which  thing  is  against  the 
king,  and  the  oath  of  the  king. — X.  Whereas 
the  said  seignories  of  the  land  of  Ireland  are, 
and  time  out  of  mind  have  been,  parcel  of  the 
crown  of  England;  and  the  people  of  Irtland, 
fiege  subjects  to  our  lord  the  King,  aud  his  royal 
pmgenitois  kings  of  I^n^land,  wlio  in  all  their 
cliarters,  writs,  letters  patents,  and  in  aU  their 
seals,  have  for  the  augmentauon  of  their  re- 
nown and  royalty  been  entitled  lords  of  Ire- 
land ;  yet  the  said  abp.  &c.  as  false  traitors,  by 
their  said  encroachment,  have  caused  and 
counselled  our  lord  the  king,  as  much  as  ia 
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blm  Iks,  to  have  greoted  and  kSfy  ajsented 
and  accorded,  that  the  said  Robert  de  Vere, 
duke  of  Ireland,  should  be  made  king  o(  Ire^ 
land :  and  to  compleat  such  their  ill  purpose, 
iiave  ad%'iscd  and  excited  our  said  lord  the  king 
to  send  his  letters  to  our  holy  father  the  pope, 
to  ^rant,  ratify  and  confirm  tnis  tlieir  traiterous 
design,  without  the  privity,  or  assent  of  his 
realm  of  England,  and  of  the  said  land  of 
Ireland,  to  tiie  dividii^  the  legiance  of  the  king 
between  liis  realm  of  England,  and  the  said 
land  of  Ireland ;  in  diminution  of  his  majei>t/« 
honourable  stile,  and  open  disinherison  of  tne 
iTOwn  of  England,  and  full  destruction  of  the  law- 
M  liege  subjects  of  our  lord  the  king,  and  of  the 
«aid  faud   of  Ireland. — XI.  Whereas  by  the 
Great  Charter,  and  otlier  good  laws  and  usages 
of  the  realm  of  England,  no  man  is  to  be  taken, 
nor  any  prisoner  put  to  death  without  the  due 
process  of  law ;  the  said  Nich.  Brembre,  die 
false  knight  of  London,  did  take  by  night  cer- 
tain prisoners,  to  the  number  of  22,  out  of  the 
gaol  of  Newgate,  some  of  them  being  indicted 
and  appealed  of  felony,  and  some  approvers  in 
cases  of  lelouy,  and  some  on  suspicion  of  fe- 
lony,  and  carried  them  out  of  London  into 
Kent,  to  a  place  called  Foulhoke ;  and  them 
encroaching  on  the  royal  power,  and  in  defi- 
ance of  the  said  laws,  as  a  traitor  to  the  kiu^, 
did  without  any  process  of  law,  cause  them  tUl 
to  be  beheaded,  except  one  who  was  appe«Ued 
of  felony,  by  an  approver,  whom  he  set  at 
large  at  the  same  tune. — XII.   The  aforesaid 
abp.  and  other  traitors  have  in  small  causes 
taken  great  gifls  in  the  name  of  the  king,  of 
divers  parties,  to  maintain  and  abate  them  in 
their  suits  and  quarrcb,  and  sometimes  have 
played  the  ambcHdexters,  and  taken  money  of 
both  sides.— XIII.  Whereas  divers  of  the  great 
lords,  loyal  subjects  to  the  king,  in  divers  pur- 
liameuts,  seeing  the  dangers,  and  apprehending 
the  destruction  threatenmg  the  kiag  and  realm, 
by  means  of  the  miscluc&  of  these  malefactors, 
have  moved  to  have  good  governance  under  the 
ling,  t(^ avoid  the  said  perils:  the  forenamed 
abp.  i£nd  other  traitors,   by  their*  encroach- 
znents  and  fatal  influences,  have  so  ordered 
matters,  that  the  king  has  not  only  been  deaf 
to  all  such  persuasions,  but  als^has  command* 
ed  some  of  those  that  moved  it,  to  depart  from 
his  council,  and  to  speak  no  more  of  such  mat- 
ters, nor  touching  the  good  governance  of  tlie 
king  and  kingdom,  on  pain  of  death ;  to  t)ie 
£reat  prejudice  of  the  king  and  kingdom, — XIV^ 
Whereas  in  the  hist  pari,  all  the  lords  and 
other  sages  there  assembled,  (seeing  tlie  loss 
and  destruction  of  the  king  and  realm,  and  the 
perib  and  mischiefs  aforesaid;  and  that  tlie 
king  was  departed  from   tlie  council   of  the 
realm,  ^nd  wholly  abandoned  himself  to  the 
counsels  of  tlie  said  malefactors  and  traitors ; 
by  means  whereof*  tlic  French  king  had  ships, 
and  a  royal  power  on  the  sea,  ready  to  have" 
arrived  in  England,  the  said  realm,  and  the 
:ycry  language  o£  England  to  destroy ;  and  that 
no  provision  was  made,  or  good  governance 
taken  for  the  safety  of  the  lung  nor  realm,) 


finding  no  other  remedy,  did  remonstrato  to 
the  kin^  very  fully,  how  he  was  ill-advised^ 
and  affairs  most  perniciously  managed  by  tha 
aforesaid  traitors  and  malefactors,  declaring  to 
him  their  w  icked  conditions ;  and  most  hum-; 
bly  beseeching  liim  for  the  safety  of  himself^ 
and  of  all  his  realm,  and  avoiding  the  said  im- 
pending dangers,  tojbrsake  and  turn  theso 
traitors  from  his  presence  and  company,  and 
nb  longer  to  conduct  himself  after  their  evil 
council ;  but  to  hearken  to  the  saee,  loyal,  and 
discreet  persons  of  his  realm :  whereupon  the 
said  nbp.  and  other  traitors,  to  defeat  this 
wholesome  advice  of  the  pari,  by  their  falsa 
council  did  thefi  cause  the  king  to  command 
the  mayor  of  London  suddenly  to  levy  a  great 
power  of  the  people  of  tliat  city,  to  attack  and 
put  to  death  ail  the  said  lords  and  commons, 
except  such  as  were  of  their  cabal :  at  tha 
execution  of  which  villainy,  the  said  great  ma^ 
lefactors  and  traitors  should  be  present  and 
parties,  to  tlie  scandal  mid  ercat  disservice  of 
the  king  and  his  realm. — XV,  When  the  said 
abp.  and  other  traitors  perceived  that  the  said 
ma^or  and  good  people  of  London,  had  openly 
refused  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  to  accom- 
plish such  their  treacherv  and  lewd  purposes, 
touching  the  murder  of  tlie  said  lords  and 
commons :  they  then  bv  such  their  traitorous 
encroachment  falsely  advised  the  kin^,  and  so 
fur  prevailed,  tiiat  our  lord  the  king  did  absent 
hiuiself  from  his  part  for  many  days,  and  did 
certify  them,  **  That  he  would  n^ver  approach 
the  said  porl.  nor  commune  with  the  said  lords 
and  commons  toqching  the  aftairs  of  the  realnu 
for  any  danger,  loss,  or  mischief  that  miglit 
happen  to  liim  or  ^his  realm,  milcss  he  were 
first  assured  by  tlie  i>aid  lords  and  commons, 
that  they  would  not  s;iy  nor  act  any  thing  io 
that  pari,  against  any  of  the  said  malefactors, 
save  only  in  the  process  which  was  begun 
against  Midi,  de  la  Pole  i  all  which  was  to  the 
disservice  of  tlic  king  and  liis  rcabu,  and  con* 
trary  to  tlic  ancieut  ordinance  and  hberties  of 
pari, — XVI.  The  sajd. lords  and  commons  of 
the  reahn,afler  they  found  the  king's  will  by  the 
malignant  counsel  and  excitement  of  the  said 
abp.  and  other  traitors  to  be  such,  that  lie 
would  n<it  suffer  any  tiling  to  be  coimncnced, 
prosecuted,  or  done  against  the  said  mnlcfac^ 
tors  and  traitors ;  were  pleased  to  acqaicsN;, 
and  not  proceed  tlicrcin  any  further  against  his 
pleasure.  And  afterwards  in  the  said  parl^ 
taking  the  advice  and  counsel  of  all  the  lorc|^, 
judt^es,  and  other  sages  antl  commons  of  the 
said  pari,  how  the  estate  of  the  king  and  his 
royalty  mkht  best  be  prcscned  from  xiie  pe- 
rils and  miscliiefs  aforcsttid,  could  not  find  iuiy 
apter  cxpedi^t,  than  to  ordain,  tliat  11  of  (he 
kjyol  and  sage  lords  of  the  land,  should  be  of 
council  to  the  king  for  one  year  tlien  next  eu'- 
suing:  and  that  thcrs  should  he  made  during 
that  time,  a  statute  and  coinini!*sion,  whereby 
tliey  sbould  have  full  and  sulticieht  power  to 
order  matters  tor  the  i;ovr.  of  the  kim;  and  of 
the  realm,  and  what  apfxrtuined  to  the  king, 
as  vfeU  on  this  side  as  Icyond-thc  seas;  and  to 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Ms]      TAJil^niSTOnX,  nllKnAKTiU,  i^SS.--AHktesofhnpeachmentagainit   .  [«04 


tepel,  rep«ir,  and  redress  whatever  should  have 
been  ill  done  against  the  estate,  honour  and 
f  roBt  of  the  icing  and  kingdom,  and  to  do  divers 
4»ther  things  necessary  for  the  king  and  realm, 
as  in  the  comnaissiun  thereupon  issued,  and  re- 
vainWig  of  record  in  chancery,  is  contained, 
j^nd  that  no  persoi^i  sliould  presume  to  counsel 
the  king,  o:-  any  wny  move  him  against  the  said 
.M'dimuicc  and  statute,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  for 
the  1st  offence,  all  tlieir  goods  and  cliattels,  and 
pain  of  death  for  the  2n(J :  such  expedient  and 
tirdinance  to  be  made,  if  it  would  so  please  the 
lii^  and  not  otherwise.    To  which  ordinance 
t»r  statute,  all  the  judges  of  the  laud  agreed, 
iuid  gave  their  consent  unto,  and  advice  for 
liie  »ame,  as  well  in  presence  of  the  king,  as  of 
the  lords.    And  aUo,  our  lord  the  king  did 
folly  give  his  assent  to  the  same ;  and  thcre- 
ttpon  the  said  ordinance,  statute  and  coromis- 
iion,  weie  made  aiKi  accorded  unto  by  the  as- 
sent of  the  king,  and  of  the  said  lords  and 
judges,  and  otlier  sages  and  commons  assem- 
bled in  that  pari,  for  the  fafcty  of  the  kmg,  his 
toyalty  and  realm.    And  yet  after  the  end  of 
the  said  pari,  tlic  aforesaid  traitors  and  malo- 
fiictors  by  such  tlieir  evil  encroachments,  falsely 
and  tratterously  did  inform  the  kin<:,  that  the 
said  ordinance,  statiite  and  commission  were 
made  in  derogation  of  his  royalty ;  and  that  all 
those  who  procured  or  advised   the  making 
thereof,  or  counselled  the  king  to  assent  tliere- 
tmto,  were  worthy  of.  drath  as  traitors  to  the 
king. — XVII.  lliat  after  this,  the  said  traitors, 
the  abp.  bp.  he,  caused  tht-  kinsi;  to  assemble  a 
council  ot  certain  of   the  lords-justices  and 
ethers,  wiiliout  x\\e  assent  or  presence  of  the 
said  lords  of  the  great  council,  to  whom  they 
DUido  many  demands,  and   very  much  su^pi- 
eious,  toucliing  divers  matte  is,  whereby  the 
ling,  the  lord's  and  the  common  people  have 
been  involved  in  most  grievous  trouble,  the 
vhtile  realm  disquieted,    and   the   hearts   of 
many  withdrawn  from  the  king,  saving  their  al- 
legiance.— XVITI.  To  accomplish  the  said  higli- 
trt?asons,  the  said  traitors,  the  abp.  <^c.  caiised 
the  king  to  go  with  fiome  of  them  tnrou£;hout. 
the  midst  of  liis  reabn,  and  to  make  the  lords, 
kuights,  esqrs,  and  other  good  people,  m  well 
in  cities  and  boroughs,  as  in  other  places,  to 
come  before  him,  and  there  to  become  bound, 
some  by  obligation,  others  by  their  oatlis,  to 
our  said  lord  the  king,  to  be  withiiim  against 
all  |>eopie,  and  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of 
tlie  king  which  at  tliat  time  was  to  accomplish 
the  will  and  purposes  of  the  said  malefactors 
and  traitors,  drawn  in  Uiercunto  by  their  false 
contrivances,  flatteries  and  deceits :  which  st-* 
rurities  and  oaths  were  made  against  the  good 
laws  and  usages  of  the  land|  aAd  contrary  to 
the  oath  of  the  king,  to  the  great  dishonour  of 
the  king  and  kingdom;  bv  meatis  of  which 
oat  lis  so  inforeed,  the  whole  realm  was  em- 
broiled in  great  murmurs  and  trouble  by  the 
«aid  traitors,  and  in  dan£;er  to  have  suitered 
divers  important  mischieiis. — XIX.  To  inforce 
their  purposes,  the  said  traitors  caused  the 
kin^  to  absent  hjmscii'  in  the  furthest  parts  of 


his  realm,  to  the  intent  that  the  lords  appoint- 
ed by  the  said  oi-dinance,  statute  and  commis- 
sion, might  not  confer  and  advise  with  him 
touching  the  afiairs  of  the  roa^ :  to  the  inter- 
ruption and  hindrance  of  the  purport  and  ef- 
fect of  the  said  statute  and  commission,  and 
great  prejudice  of  the  kiijg  und  realm. — XX. 
The  said  malefactors  andtraitors,  after  they 
had  estranged  both  the  person  and  good  will 
of  the  kiuH,  from  the  s^id  lords  so  commission- 
ed, and  that  he  esteemed  them  tndtors  an4 
and  tlMit  they  had  obtained  the  opi- 


nions of  the  judges  suited  to  their  \vicked  pur- 
poses, did  acree  and  design,  that  several  ot  the 
lords,  ^nd  also  divers  loyS  commons,  should  be 
first  arrested  and  dien  indicted  in  London  and 
in  Middlesex,  and  by  false  inquests  attainted 
of  certain  treasons  falsely  imagined   against 
them,  and  so  put  to  sliameiul  death  :  to  which 
purpose  they  had  procured  an  evil  and  fsls^ 
person  of  their  conspiracy,  called  Thomas  Usk^ 
to  be  under-sheriff,  by  whose  means  the  said 
false  inquests  were  to  be  taken,  and  the  wicked 
design  accomplished  by  colour  of  law.    And 
for  the  more  compleat  eflfecting  thereof,  they 
caused  the  king  to  send  his  letters  of  credence 
by  John  Rypon,  a  false  clerk,  and  one  of  their 
crew,  directed  to  the  mayor  of  London,  that 
he  should  seize  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  and 
,  others  therein  named,  to  be  indicted  for  ccr- 
Uiin  treasons,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Nich. 
Brembre  the  false   knight,   and  John  Blake, 
who  were  thereof  fully  informed,  should  di- 
rect: by  virtue  of  which  letters  of  credence, 
Brembre  and  Blake  carried  to  the  mJEiyor  the 
said  false  indictment,  commanding  him  on  be- 
half of  the  king,  that  to  his  power  he  should 
promote  the  same :    and  also  they  ordiered, 
that  a  strong  watch  should  be  set,  to  seize  the 
duke  of  T^ncastcr  upon  his  first  arrival. — XXI. 
The  said  traitors  having  traiterously  informed 
the  king,  that  he  should  believe  that  the  said 
ordinance,  statute  and  commission,  were  made 
in  derogation  of  his  royalty  and  prerogative ; 
did  furthcg  persuade  him,  that  the  same  was 
made  with  an  intention  to  degrade,  and  finally 
to  depose  cmr  lord  the  king:  and  perceiving 
that  thereby  he  looked  upon^  his  loyal  lords  as 
traitors  and  enemies ;  they  yet  further  advised 
him,  thatrby  all  means  possible,  as  well  by  the 
power  of  hfs  own  liege  people,  as  by  the  force 
of  his  enemies,  the  French  and   others,   he 
should  destroy  and  put  to  death  the  said  lords 
and  others,  tliat  assented  to  the  making  of  the 
said  ordinance,  and  that  the  same  nnght  be 
done  so  pri\'ily  that  none  should  know  of  it  tiH 
it  was  done.-^XXII.  In  order  to  these  treasons, 
by  their  counsels  they  caused  the  king  to  send 
letters  to  his  enemy  the  French  king,  some  by 
Nich.  Southwell,  groom  of  his  chamber,  and 
dthers,  by  other  persons  of  base  condition,  as 
well  alieiis  as  denizens,  requiring  and  praying 
tlio  said  French  king,  that  he  would  with  all  his 
power  and  counsel,  aid  and  assist  our  lord  the 
Ling,  to  destroy  and  put  to  death  the  said  lords 
and  other**,  whom  they  had  so  falsely  represent- 
ed es  traitors,  to  the  great  dbturbance  of  the 
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wWc  realm.--TXXin.  That  usurping  to  them* 
selves rojal  power,  they  caused  the  king  to  pro- 
mise the  French  kin^  by  his  letters  patents  and 
messages,  for  such  his  assistance^  to  accomplish 
the  said  treason  and  murder,  to  gjive  tnd  sur- 
render to  the  said  French  king,  the  town  and 
castle  of  Calais,  and  divers  other  forts  and 
places ;  as  Brest,  Cherburgh,  and  others,  &c. 
to  the  great  dishonour,  tiouble  and  prejudice 
of  die  realm. — XXIV.  That  after  this  traitcroiis 
contrivance,  it  was  agreed  between  our  lord 
the  king  and  the  French  king,  bj  the  instiga- 
tion ana  influence  of  these  traitors,  tliat  a  par- 
ley or  interview  should  be  had  in  the  marches 
of  Calais,  and  a  truce  of  5  years  between  tlie 
realms  of  England  and  France :  at  xvhich  in- 
terview, by  treachery,  the  said  lords  and  others 
whom  the  king  took  for  traitors,  attending  him 
thither,  should  there  be  slain.     In  order  to 
which  they  procured  several  letters  of  sj\fe  con- 
duct from  the  said  French  king,  for  the  said 
duke  of  Ireland^s  going  into  France,  to  accom- 
plish this  ill  purpose  and  treason,  which  letters 
are  ready  to  be  slicwn. — \XV.  lliat  the  said 
Brcmbrc,  by  the  assent  and  council  of  the  said 
other  traitors,  did  come  into  London,  and  with- 
out the  assent  or  knowledge  of  the  king,  did 
cause  all  the  companies  of  uic  city  to  be  sworn, 
to  hold  and  perform  divers  mattei^,  as  they  are 
conUiined  in  the  said  oath,  wliich  is  of  record 
in  chaucery :  and  amongst  other  things,  that 
they  should  hold  with  and  maintain  the  will 
and  purpose  of  the  king  to  their  power,  against 
all  that  are  or  sliall  be  rebels,  or  contrary  to 
his  person,  or  royal  pleasure  f  and  that  they 
should  be  ready  to  destroy  all  those  which  do 
or  shall  purpose  treason  against  our  said  lord 
the  king,  in  any  manner;  and  be  ready  with 
their  mayor  to  resist  during  life,  all  sach  traitors, 
&c.     At  which  time  the  king,  by  the  mis-infor- 
mation of  the  said  evil-doers  and  traitors,  and 
iJy  the  false  answers  of  the  judges,  did  firmly 
hold  the  said  lords  and  others,  w^  assented  to 
the  making  of  the  said  ordinance,  statute  and 
commission,  to  be  rebeb,  traitors,  and  enemies 
unto  him ;  by  all  which,  the  said  traitors  en- 
deavoured to  stir  up  the  said  people  of  London, 
to  destroy  the  said  lords  and  other  loyal  subjects. 
^-XXVI.  Tlie  said  Brcmbrfe  and  other  traitors 
to  the  king  and  realm,  i^urping  to  tliemselves 
royal  power,  did  of  their  own  authority,  with- 
out any  warrant  from  the  kil^E^  or  his  great 
council,  cause  proclamation  to  be  made  throueh 
the  city  of  London,  that  hone  of  the  liege  sub- 
jects of  our  lord  the  kins,  should  i»ustain,  com- 
fort, or  aid  Rd.  earl  ot  Arundel  and  Surrey, 
one  of  the  lords  of  the  king's  great  council,  du- 
ring the  said  commission ;  nor  sell  him  any  ar- 
mour, victuals,  or  other  necessaries,  on  pain  of 
being  proceeded  against  as  rebels,  carrying 
about  and  shewing  a  patent  of  the  king's,  but 
of  another  tenor ;  the  better  to  compass  such 
their  false  proclamation. — XXVII.  They  also 
caused  it  to  be  cried  and  proclaimed  in  the  city 
of  Loudon,  that  no  person  e^hould  be  so  hardy  as 
to  presume  to  speaX  any  ill,  or  utter  any  word 
or  eispression  against  them  the  said  malefac- 


tors and  traitors,  or  any  of  tliem,  on  pain  cf 
forteitingoll  they  had  ;  which  w  ^  an  cncroaciH 
ment  on  the  royal  power. — \XV11L  The  said 
abp.  chief  justice,  and  other  traitors,  caused  thtt 
king  to  command  his  council  to  make  certain 
persons  througliout  England  slicrilis»  wJio  werf 
named  to  him  by  them  the  said  traitors,  wiiJh 
an  intent  to  get  such  persons  «s  they  shouicL 
name  returned  for  knights  of  tiie  sliire  to  senr# 
m  pari,  and  to  keep  out  from  thence  gentlor 
men  good  and  loyal,  against  the  good  lav\s  iui4 
customs  of  the  land.-— XXIX.  The  said  traitors^ 
during  the  time  that  the  king  h)^  so  taken  bo^ 
parties  into  his  protection  as  atbrcsaid,  did 
falsely  coutisel  and  pit^vail  with  the  king  t# 
command  by  his  letters  divers  knights  and 
esquires,  sheriflfs,  and  other  ministers  of  several 
counties,  to  levy  men,  ^d  assemble  aU  their 
power,  to  join  witli  the  said  duke  of  Ireland^ 
against  tlie  said  three   lords  now   appealiu^ 
suddenly  to  make  war  upon  and  destroy  theoi. 
— XXX.  During  the  time  of  the  same  protec- 
tion, they  caused  tlie  king  b^  his  royal  letters,  to 
signify  to  the  said  duke  of  Ireland,  not  onljr 
tlwfct  he  and  others  were  appealed  of  treason  as 
aforesaid ;  but  also  tl\at  he  sliOuld  haye  su&> 
cient  power  to  guard  him,  and  come  with  hiin 
to  the  king.     And  afterwards  caused  him  to 
write  again  to  the  said  d.  of  Ireland,  that  he 
sliould  take   tlie  field  with  all  tlie  forces  bt 
could  assemble ;  and  tliat  tlie  king  would  mee^ 
with  all  his  troops,  and  would  expose  and  ven- 
ture his  royal  person :  and  that  the  king  wais 
in  great  peril  lor  himself  and  liis  realm,  unless 
succoured  and  aided  by  the.  said  duke:  and 
that  the  said  duke  should-  shew  and  declare  to 
all  the  people  assembled  w  ith  hmi,  that  the 
king  would  bear  and  pay  all  debts  and  costs  of 
the  said  duke  of  Ireland,  and  all  that  joined 
with  him.     By  virtue  of  which  letters,  and  the 
eril  and  traiterous  instigation  as  well  of  tkm 
said  duke,  as  of  his  adherents  and  otlier  traits 
ors,  the  said  duke  of  Ireland  did  actually  lerj 
and  assemble  great  numbers  of  men  at  ann% 
and  archers,  as  well  of  the  counties  of  Lan* 
caster,  Cheshire,  and  Wales,  as  of  other  places 
of  the  realm,  in  warlike  mimncr,  to  destroy  and 
put  to  death  the  said  lords,  who  had  coasenied 
to  die  makmg  the  said  ordinance,  act  of  pari 
and  commission,  in  defence  of  tho  kmg  and 
reabn. — XXXL  That  having  thus  traiterousljr 
levied  forces,  the  said  duke  marched  with  them  . 
through  the  midst  of  England^  and  usurping 
the  royal  power,  did  cause  the  king^s  banner 
to  be  displayed  before  him,  contrary  to  the 
estate  of  the  king,  and  of  his  crown.    In  which 
march  the  said  duke  and  his  accomplices  were 
by  the  grnce  of  God  disturbed,  and  prevented 
from  their  evil  purposes.— XXXII.  That  tl»c  said 
duke  of  Ireland,  by  the  counsel  and  abetment 
of  the  rest  of  the  torenamed  traitors,  encroach- 
ing to  hidbelf  the  royal  power,  without  tlje 
usual  commission  of  the  kmt^,  or  other  suiE- 
cient  warrant,  did  make  himself  justice .  of 
Chester,  by  him  and  bis  deputies  to  hold  tliere 
all  manner  of  pleas  of  the  crown,  and  there- 
upon to  give  judgment  itud  award  execution  : 
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liberation  tnd  aHvice,  it  was  by  the  assent  of 
rhr  kinp,  with  their  coiiunon  accord  declared, 
"  That  ill  so  high  a  criinc  as  is  laid  in  lliis  aij- 
poaJ,  and  which  touches  the  i>crsoo  of  the 
lincj,  and  the  estates  of  thb  realm,  and  is  per- 
petrated bjr  persons  who  are  peers  thereof,  to- 
gether with  others,  the  cause  cannot  be  tried 
elsewhere,  but  in  pari,  nor  by  any  other  law, 
or  court,  except  that  of  pari. ;  and  that  it  be» 
longs  to  the  tords  of  p&ri.  and  to  their  free 
choice  and  liberty,  by  ancient  custom  of  pari, 
to  be  judges  in  such  cases,  and  to  jud^c  of 
them  by  the  assent  of  the  king ;  and  thus  it 
shall  be  done  in  this  case,  by  award  of  pari, 
because  the  realm  of  England  is  not»  nor  ever 
was  (neither  is  it  the  intent  of  tbe  king,  and 
lords  of  pari,  tliat  it  shall  ever  he)  niled  or  go- 
verned by  the  law  cii'il ;  and  therefore  it  b  not 
their  intent,  otherwise  to  proceed  in  «>  btgH 
a  case  as  this  appeal,  which  cannot  be  tried 
or  determined  any  where  else  than  in  pari. ; 
since  the  process  or  order  used  in  inferior 
courts,  is  only  as  they  are  entrusted  with  the 
execution  of  the  ancient  laws  and  customs  of 
the  realm,  and  the  ordinances  and  establish- 
ments of  pari. ;  and  it  was  the  judgment  of  the 
lords  of  pari,  by  assent  of  the  king,  that  this 
appeal  was  well  and  duly  brooglit,  and  tlie 
process  upon  the  same  was  good  and  effectual, 
according  to  the  laws  and  course  of  parliament, 
and  by  which  they  will  award  and  judge  it." 

Upon  this,  the  Appellants  a^in  moved  the 
king  and  lords  to  record  their  default;  and 
that  Nich.  Brcmbre,  wJio  was  the  only  person 
in  custody,  might  be  bro^lght  to  answer.  Then 
the  other  persons  appealed  wc  re  again  sum- 
moned to  come  in  and  make  answer,  but  they 
did  not  appear ;  nevertheless  the  king  and  lords 
took  time  to  deliberate  till  the  5th  of  Feb.  at 
which  time  the  said  Appellants  again  prayed, 
that  the  default  of  the  Appealed  might  be  re^ 
recorded ;  which  was  done  acx^ordingly.  After 
which,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  in  behalf  of 
himself,  and  all  other  the  suffiiigan  bishops, 
with  the  abbots,  priors,  and  other  prelates, 
holding  of  the  king  by  barony,  made  protesta- 
tion, and  delivered  it  in  writing,  **  For  the 
saving  of'  their  right  of  pceracc,  and  sitting 
and  voting  in  pari,  notwithstanding  they  could 
not  now  be  there,  by  reason  of  certain  matters 
then  in  agitation,  at  which,  by  the  canons, 
they  could  not  be  personally  present.''  The 
like  protestation  was  made  by  the  bps.  of 
Durham  and  Carlisle ;  which  protestation  being 
at  the  instance  of  the  abp.  and  other  prelates^ 
read  in  full  pari,  was  by  the  command  of  the 
king,  and  assent  of  the  lords  temporal,  entered 
in  the  rolls  of  porUament,  Sec  Rot.  Pari. 
No.  9  et  10, 

On  the  13th  of  Feb.  the  king  and  lords  of 
pari,  being  met  again  in  the  Whitehall,  the 
said  Appellants  prayed,  that  the  last  default 
of  the  said  abp.  duke,  and  carl,  with  Rob, 
Tresilian,  should  be  recorded.  Then  the  per- 
sons accused  being  hgain  summoned,  the  tturd 
time,  and  not  appearing,  the  lords  proceeded 
to  judgment,  ana  declared,  (*  That  divert  6^ 


'  and  also  caused  divers  original  end  judicial 
writs  to  be  seated  with  the  ureat -seal  of  the 
king  in  that  behalf  \wc6  :  and  thereby  cmn- 
f|elled  a  ^at  part  of  the  people  of  those  coun- 
ties to  jow  with  him,  or  otherwise  put  some  of 
them  to  grievous  asid  tormenting  death,  im- 
prisoned some,  and  seized  tlie  lands  of  others, 
&c.  And  all  thi«  to  make  war  and  destroy  the 
•aid  lords,  and  other  loyal  subjects  of  the  kine, 
and  against  the  defence  of  the  realm. — XXXIII. 
Th^t  the  said  traitors  have  caused  the  kinq  to 
grant  great  retinues  to  divers  people,  and  give 
thtm  ood^  and  ensi^s  otherwise  than  ever 
was  OMd  m  the  time  of  any  of  his  progenitors ; 
and  this  with  design  to  gain  greater  power  to  ac- 
complish their  treasons. — XXXrV.  Fully  to  com- 
plete all  such  their  before-mentioned  and  other 
treasons,  and  to  make  the  kinf^  wholly  confide 
in,  and  rely  upon  them  and  their  counscb,  they 
caused  the  king  to  call  before  him  divers  jus- 
tices and  peop^  of  the  law ;  that  b  to  say, 
Rob.  Tresilian,  Robert  Belknap,  John  CarV, 
John  Holt,  Roger  Fulthorp,  Wm.  Burgh,  six 
justices,  John  Locktan,  serjeant  at  law,  and 
John  Blake  i  of  whom  he  did  by  the  contri- 
Tonco  of  the  said  traitors,  demand^  Wjiether  the 
before-mentioned  act  of  pariiainent  and  com- 
niasion  were  made  in  derogation  of  hb  royalty 
and  perogative,  or  not?  and  several  other 
^estions ;  to  which  they  answered  in  manner 
and  form  before  set  forth,"  &c. 

IProceedmgt  thereupon.]  Thb  Impeachment 
was  exhibiceo  the  3d  of  Feb.  being  the  1st  day 
of  the  pari,  when  the  lords  Appellants  also  affirm- 
ed, **  They  were,  ready  to  prove  every  article 
of  it,  as  should  be  awarded  m  pari,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  God,  and  the  advantage  and  profit  of 
the  king,  and  the  whole  reahn."  Whereupon 
all  the  persons  appealed,  were,  by  commaml 
of  the  luns  and  lords,  solemnly  summoned  in 
the  great  lioll  at  Westminster,  as  also  at  the 
gates  of  the  said  palace,  to  come  in  and  answer 
the  said  Appellants ;  but  upon  then-  non-ap- 
pearance, the  said  duke  and  lords  Appellants 
jorayed,  that  their  default  might  be  recorded. 
Tbaii,  upon  the  said  Appellants  alledfing, 
thM  the  accused  had  full  notice  of  the  said  ap- 
peal, and  the  king  and  lords  being  satisfied  it 
was  so,  by  reason  they  did  not  appear,  their 
default  was  recorded  accordingly  {  whereupon 
the  said  duke  and  earls  Appellants  prayed  the 
kin«  and  lords,  *  that  they  nii^t  be  adjudged 
and  convicted  of  the  treasons  contained  in  the 
said  appeal.'  Then  the  king  commanded  the 
lords  to  examine  the  articles  seye|rally,  wliich 
they  did  with  great  labour  and  diligence,  until 
the  13th  of  February. 

During  this  interval,  the  justices^  Serjeants, 
and  otlier  sages  of  the  law,  both  of  the  realm 
and  of  the  civil  law,  were  charged  by  the  king 
•to  give  their  faith  Ail  advice  to  the  lords  of 
pari,  how  they  ought  to  proceed* in  the  said 
appeal.  Who  answered,  "  That  they  well  un- 
derstood the  tenor  of  the  said  appeal ;  and 
adirmed,  that  it  wai  not  n^ade  nor  brought  ac- 
cording as  t»he  one  law  or  other  recjuired.  Upon 
•  which,  the  aaid  lords  of  pari,  huvwg  taken  de- 
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the  ardcles  therein  contained,  were  treason, 
as  the  1st,  2d,  10th,  11th,  14tli,  Idth,  inh, 
2Sd,  SSd,  84th,  29th,  30th,  and  31st  articles ;'' 
and  then  upon  due  information  of  their  con- 
sciences  the^  pronounced  the  said  abp.  duke, 
and  earl,  with  Rob.  Tresihan,  *'  to  be  notori- 
ou^y  guilty  of  each  of  the  suid  articles  that 
concerned  them;  and  that  they  were  also 
culpable  in  all  the  rest  of  the  articles  contained 
in  the  said  appeal,  not  yet  declared  treason/' 
Then  in  presence  of  the  king,  and  lords  as- 
sembled, at  the  day  and  place  afoVesaid,  the 
said'duke  and  earls  Appellants  prayed  tlie  king, 
and  lords  there  present,  ^'  That  the. persons  so 
appealed,  as  aforesaid,  should  be  adjudged 
conTictcd  of  the  High  Treason  contained  in  the 
laid  appeal/'  Wherefore  the  said  lords  of 
pari,  tiiere  present,  as  judges  of  pari,  in  this 
case,  by  assent  of  the  king,  pronounced  their 
sentence,  and  did  adjudge  the  said  abp.  duke, 
and  earl,  with  Rob.  Tresiiian,  so  appealed  as 
aforesaid,  "  to  be  guilty  and  convicted  of  trea- 
son, and  to  be  drawn  and  hanged  as  traitors, 
aad  enemies  to  tlie  king  and  kingdom,  and  that 
their  heirs  should  be  dii>inhcritcd  for  ever,  and 
their  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chattels, 
forfeited  to  the  king;  and  that  the  temporali- 
ties of  the  abp.  of  York  should  be  taken  into 
the  king's  hands ;''  and  because  the  like  case  had 
not  been  seen  in  tlie  kingdom,  concerning  tlie 
person  of  an  abp.  or  bp.  the  lords  would  ad- 
vise by  the  assent  of  the  king  what  they  should 
best  do,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  of  holy 
church,  and  the  sai'ety  of  the  laws  of  the  land, 
about  him. 

llicn  the  duke  and  carls  Appellants  prayed 
that  sir  Nich.  Brembre  might  be  brought  to 
answer,  and  on  Monday  the  17tli  of  Feb.  the 
constable  of  the  tower  bruught  him  into  the 
pari  where  the  articles  of  appeal  were  read 
before  hun,  to  which  he  pleaded  not  guilty  in 
any  point,  and  said,  **  he  \vas  there  ready  to 
make  good  what  he  said  by  his  body,  as  a 
.knight  ou^ht  to  do.''  The  lords  answered, 
**  Battle  did  not  lie  in  that  case,  and  that  they 
would  exmnine  the  articles  touching  the  said 
Nicholas,  and  take  true  inforaiation  by  all 
true,  necessary  and  convenient  ways,  that  their 
consciences  might  be  truly  directed  what  judg- 
ment to  give  in  this  case,  to  the  honour  of  God, 
the  advantage  and  proiit  of  the  king,  and  liis 
kingdom,  and  as  they  would  answer  it  before 
God,  according  to  tlie  course  and  law  of 
pari." 

On  the  19th  of  Feb.  sir  Rob.  Tresiiian  was 
taken,  being  concealed  in  an  apothecary^s 
hou««  in  Paiace-yard,  and  brought  into  pari. ; 
who  being  asked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say 
which  had  happened  since  judgment  had  passed 
upon  him,  why  execution  should  not  be  done? 
and  he  having  nothing  to  say,  it  was  commanded, 
**  That  he  should  be  carried  to  the  Tower,  and 
from  thence  drawn  upon  a  hurdle  through  tlie 
city  of  London,  to  the  gallows  at  Tyburn,  and 
there  to  hang  by  the  neck;  and  that  the  e:ie- 
^itiou  should  be  done  upon  him  by  the  marshal 
of  England,  taking  to  hb  assistance  tha  mayor, 
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sheriffii  and  aldermen  of  London :"  and  he  was 
executed  the  same  day  accordingly. 

On  the  20th  of  Feb.  sir  Nich.  Brembre  was 
brought  into  pari,  and  tlie  lords  upon  diligent 
examination,  due  proof  and  information,  found 
him  also  guilty  of  high  treason,  and  they  a- 
warde^  by  assent  ot  tlie  king,  "  That  as  a 
traitor,  and  open  enemy  to  tlie  king  and  king- 
dom, he  should  be  drawn  and  hanged,  his  heirs 
for  ever  disherited,  and  liis  lauds  and  tene- 
ments, goods  and  chattels  forfeited  to  Uie  king.** 
He  was  executed  on  the  same  day  accord^ 
ingly,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  was  sir 
Rob.  TresiUan. 

Hctolutim  of  Pari,  for  saving  the  Kin^$ 
honour.']  It  was  then  resolved  to  be  the  m* 
tentinn  of  tlie  lords  of  pari,  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, as  well  the  lords  Appellants,  as  all  others, 
and  by  them  agreed,  "  Tliat  considering  tins 
tender  age  of  the  king  before  tliat  time,  and 
the  innocency  of  his  royal  person,  notliing  con- 
tained in  the  appeal,  nor  in  any  article  thereof, 
nor  in  the  judgment  given,  should  be  accounted 
any  fault  or  dishonesty  in  his  person,  in  any 
manner,  for  tlic  causes  abovesaid,  nor  should 
turn  in  prejudice  of  his  person  by  any  contri- 
vance or  interpretation,  whatever;  but  that  the 
false  treason  and  default  abovesaid,  should  be 
charged  upon  the  appealed,  and  that  the  judg- 
ments given  agHin^t  them  should  have  full  force 
and  virtue,  notwithstanding  any  tiling  that 
could  be  said  or  alledgcd  to  tiie  conti*ary." 

67r  Kitb.  Belkaap,  chitfjustice,  and  others 
impeached.]  On  the  2d  of  March,  sir  Rob. 
Belkuap,  late  chief  justice  of  the  cofnmon 
bench,  sir  Roger  Fulthorp,  sir  John  Holt  and 
sir  Wni.  Burgli,  late  his  companions  of  the 
same  bench:  sir  John  Cary,  late  chief  baron 
of  the  exchequer,  and  John  Lock  ton,  late  Ser- 
jeant to  tlie  king,  were  accused  and  impeached 
by  the  commons  in  pari.  **  for  putting  their 
hands  and  seals  to  the  questions  and  answers 
given  at  Nottingham  as  aforesaid,  by  the  pro- 
curement of  the  said  appealed  and  convicted 
persons  of  treason,  to  cover  and  alhrm  their 
high  treasons,  &.c.  a  copy  whereof  was  exhibited 
and  read  before  them,  md  tiiat'questions  were 
answered,  as  was  surmised  by  the  commons  in 
tlie  said  copy  f  to  which  the  Appealed  replied, 
"  They  could  not  deny,  but  that  tlie  questions 
were  such  as  were  tlicn  asked  them,  but  the 
answers  were  not  such  as  they  put  their  seals 
to."  But  sir  Rob.  Belknap  pleaded  in  parti- 
cular, "  That  the  abp.  of  i  oi-k,  "m  his  chamber 
at  Windsor,  told  him,  that  he  hud  devised  and 
drawn  up  the  coinmisbion  and  statute,  whereby 
the  govt,  was  wholly  taken  out  of  the  king'^ 
hands,  and  tliat  he  therefore  hated  him  above 
^dl  men,  and  tliat  if  he  found  not  some  way  to 
make  void  the  said  statute  and  conmiission,  he 
should  be  slain  as  a  traitor."  He  answered, 
"  That  the  intention  of  the  lords,  and  such  as 
assisted  at  the  making  of  tiicm,  was,  tliat  they 
sliould  be  for  the  honour  and  good  j^ovt.  of  th% 
state  of  the  king  and  kingdom :  that  he  twice 
parted  from  the  king  dissatisSed,  and  was  ia 
doubt  of  his  life,  aud  iiaid  tlie^u  answers  pro- 
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ceeded  not  from  his  good  w3l,  bat  were  made 
aguinst  his  mind,  and  were  the  eflfectfe  of  die 
threats  of  the  abp.  of  York,  duke  of  Irehind, 
and  earl  of  Suft'olk ;  and  that  he  was  sworn 
and  commanded  in  the  presence  of  the  king, 
npoD-pain  of  death,  to  conceal  this  matter,  as 
the  council  of  the  king  ;^  and  prayed  for  the 
love  of  God  he  might  have  a  gracions  and 
merciful  judgment.  Sir  John  Holt  allcdged 
the  same  matter  of  excuse,  and  made  the 
?ame  prayer,  so  did  Sir  Wm.  Burgh  and  sir 
John  Cary ;  who  all  made  the  same  excuse, 
and  the  same  requests,  as  did  «]so  sir  Roger 
I'uithorp  and  Jolui  Lockton  serjeant  at  law. 
To  all  which  the  commons  answered,  "  They 
were  taken  and  holden  for  sages  in  the  law, 
aiid  the  king*s  will  was,  that  they  should  have 
answered  the  questions  as  the  law  was,  and 
nor  otherwise,  as  they  did,  with  design  and 
under  colour  of  law,  to  murther  and  destroy 
the  lords,  and  loyal  lieges,  who  were  aiding 
an<{  assisting  in  making  the  commission  and 
statute  in  the  last  parL  tor  the  good  govt,  of 
tiie  state  of  the  king  and  kingdom ;''  and 
therefore  the  commons  prayed  they  may  be 
adjudged,  convicted  and  attainted  as  traitors. 
Upon  which  the  lords  temporal  took  time  to 
examine  the  matter  and  circumstances  of  it ; 
**  and  for  that  they  were  present  at  the 
making  of  the  said  statute  and  commission, 
which  they  knew  were  contrived  for  the  ho- 
nour of  God,  and  for  the  good  govt,  of  the 
state  of  the  king  and  whole  kingdom;  and 
that  it  wsis  the  king's  will  they  shoiud  not  have 
otherwise  answered  tliem  than  according  to 
law,  and  had  answered  as  before :"  they  were 
by  the  lords  temporal,  by  the  assent  of  the 
king,  adjudged  '^  to  be  drawn  and'hanged  as 
traitors,  their  heirs  disherited,  and  their  lands 
and  tenements, « goods  and  chatteb^  to  be  foi^ 
feitcd  to  the  king." 

The  next  day  John  Blake  and  Tho.  Usk 
were  brought  into  pari. ;  and  first  John  Blake 
wus  impeached  by  the  commons,  '*  that  being 
retained  of  council  for  the  king,  he  drew  up 
the  questions,  tP  which  the  justices  made  an- 
swer, and  contrived  wi||i  the  persons  appealed, 
that  the  lords,  and  other  the  king's  loyal  Ireges 
that  caused  the  said  commission  and  statute  to 
be  made  in  the  last  pari,  should  be  indicted  in 
f  jondon  and  Middlesex  fot  treason ;  and  that 
they  should  be  arrested  and  traitorously  and 
wickedly  raurthered ;  and  that  he  was  iaiding 
and  advisine  in  tiie  treasons  afong^aidywith  tlic 
Appealed  already  executed."  Then  Tho.  Usk 
was  accused  **  tor  procuring  himself  to  be  made 
Tmdei>sheritF  of  Middlesex^  to  the  end  to  cause 
the  said  lords  and  loyal  lieges  to  be  arrtfted 
and  indicted,  as  had  been  said  before,  and 
was  aiding  and  counselling  the  appealed  in 
the  treasons  aforesaid."  John  Blake  answered, 
^  tliat  he  was  retained  of  counsel  for  the  kaig, 
by  his  command,  and  sworn  to  keep  secret  his 
advice;  and  whatever  he  did  it  was  by  the 
kinn;'"?  command,  whom  he  ought  to  obey;" 
and  Tho.  Usk  gave  the  same  answer.  Where- 
upon the  lord.-*  temporal  took  deliberation  un- 


til the  morrow,  rfhen  the  ^id  John  and  ITio^ 
mas  were  again  brought  into  parliament;  and 
the  lords  pronounced  them  guilty  of  the  things 
whereof  iKey  were  accused.  And,  "  whereas 
they  alledged  for  their  excuse  the  king's  com- 
mand, it  made  the  crime  the  creater;  for  that 
they  knew  well  that  the  persons  appealed  and 
condemned  had  encroached  to  themseU-es 
royal  power;  and  it  was  their  command  and 
not  the  king's."  Tlicn  the  lords  awarded,  by- 
assent  of  the  king,  *  that  they  should  both  be 
hanged  and  drawn,  as  traitors  and  open  ene- 
mies to  the  king  and  kingdom,  and  tlieir  heirs 
disherited  for  ever,  and  their  lands  and  tene- 
ments, goods  and  chattels,,  forfeited  to  the 
king :"  and  they  were  executed  the  same  dny. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  sir  Rob.  Belknap,  sir 
Roger  Fuhhorp,  sir  John  Holt,  sir  Wm.  Burgh, 
sir  John  Cary  and  John  Lodkton,wcre  brought 
into  the  pari,  and  the  lords  were  satisfied, 
"  that  they  were  at  the  making  of  the  said 
commission  and  statute  in  the  last  pari,  and 
sir  John  Cary  knew  well  they  were  made  to  the 
honour  of  CJod,  and  the  good  govt,  of  the  state 
of  the  king  and  the  whole  kingdom,"  and  io  on^ 
as  in  the  other  processes;  and  they  had  judg- 
ment again  pa:s^cd  upon  tliem  as  wfbre.  But 
at  that  very  time  came  in  the  abp.  of  Canter- 
bury, and  all  the  bps.  of  both  provinbes,  and 
prayed  the  lords  temporal,  **  that  the  execu- 
tion as  to  their  Hves  might  be  respited,  so  that 
they  might  obtain  theiriives  of  the  king :"  who 
thereupon  ordered  execution  should  be  stayed, 
and  granted  them  their  lives.  But  as  to  the 
other  part  of  their  sentence,  "  that  was  to  re- 
main m  force,  and  then*  bodies  to  be  in  prison 
during  the  king's  pleasure;  until  by  advice  of 
the  lords  he  shoftld  direct  otherwise." 

The  By.  of  Chichester  and  others  impeached.] 
The  same  day  Tho.  Rushooke,  bp.  otChiches- 
ter,  the  king's  confessor,  was  impeached  and 
accused  by  the  commons,  **  that  he  was  pre- 
sent at  the  places  and  times  when  the  said 
questions  were  put  to  the  justices,  ficc.  and  the 
answers  made,  and  excited  them  by  threats  to 
answer  as  they  did,  and  knew  the  false  pur- 
poses and  treasons  designed  by  the  traitors  ad- 
judged, ^nd  aided  and  assisted  them,  and 
would  not  make  discovery  to  any  of  the  lords 
that  caused  the  said  comtmission  to  be  made 
last  pari,  whereby  remedy  might  have  been 
had  for  the  safety  of  the  ki^ig  and  kin^om." 
To  which  the  l)p.  answered,  *'  that  of  lus  own 
free  will  he  had  not  excited  tliem  to  do  or  say- 
any  tiling;"  and  further  said,  "  they  were  not 
excited  or  charged  tcr  say  any  thing  but  what 
the  law  was;  and  touching  the  concealment 
of  tiie  treason,  he  had  made  such  assurance  as 
he  could  not  discover."  And  said  further, 
"  that  the  traitors  were  about  the  king,  and 
had  such  power  over  him  before,  that  he  had 
not  so  great  interest  in  tiie  king,  as  to  prevent; 
those  mischiefs  that  now  came  upon  him." 
The  commons  replied,  '*  he  had  upon  the  mat- 
ter confe>sed  himself  guilty,  aud  prayed  he 
might  be  attainted.'*  Upon  diis  amrwer  of  the 
bp.  the  replication  of  tnc  commons,  and  all' 
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turcQinstances  of  the  accusation,  the  lords  took 
Cime  to  give  such  judgment  as  might  be  tor 
the  honour  ofGod,  aud  proiit  of  die  king  and 
kii^om. 

On  the  13th,  Simon  Burley,  J.  Beauchamp 
of  llelt,  J.  Salisbury,  and  J.  Berners,  knights, 
being  brought  into  pari,  they  were  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  common^  iuipeacUed.  The  arti- 
cles exhibited  against  them  were  16 ;  the  first 
art.  in  thd  appeal  was  the  first  art.  in  the  for^ 
kner  impeachment.  In  tlie  2nd  art.  they  were 
accused  "  as  traiijors  and  enemies  of  the  king- 
dom, for  that  they  knew  of  all  the  treasons  m 
the  appeal  mentioned,  and  that  tliey  were 
aiding,  ^issisting,  counselling,  and  assenting  to 
all  the  traitors  attainted;  and  that  Simon 
Burley  and  J.  Beauchamp* were  principal  act- 
ors in  all  the  said  treasons.*'  U\  the  8tii  art. 
the^  were  accused  "  for  conspiring^  and  de- 
signing with  the  5  persons  appealed,  to  destroy 
and  put  to  death  those  who  were  assenting  to 
the  tnakiiig  of  the  said  commission  and  statute 
in  the  last  pail."  To  which  tliey  all  pleaded 
not  guilty.  The '  commons  replied,  "  tliey 
were  guilty;*'  and  the  lords  took  time  to  exa- 
miue  aud  consider  the  impeachment.  Upon 
this,  and  the  bp,  of  Chichester's  impeacliment, 
the  lords  tein|)oral  adjourned  till  the  5th  of 
May,  when  sir  Simon  Burley  being  brought 
into  the  pari., was  by  the  lord*,  after  due  and 
sufficient  examination  and  information,  found 
guilt V  of  treason.  Besides  tlie  articles  before- 
mentioned,  he  was  charged  "  with  advising  die 
king  to  entertain  in  his  household  great  num- 
bers of  aliens,  Boiiemians,  aud  odiers;  and  to 
gire  them  large  gifts  out  of  the  revenues  and 
profits  of  ihe  reahn,  whereby  the  kino;  is 
gready  impoverished,  and  the  people  otherwise 
oppressed."  For  which  he  was  sentenced  to 
be  drawn  and  hanged,  and  his  head  cutoff; 
and  all  his  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and 
chattels,  to  be  forfeited  to  the  king.  But  his 
xnaj.  remitted  his  drawing,  hanging,  and  quar- 
tering, because  he  was  a  knight  of  the  order 
of  tlie  garter;  so  liis  head  was  only  severed 
from  his  body  the  same  day  upon  Tower- hill. 
J.  Salisbury,  J.  Beauchamp,  and  J.  Berners, 
knights,  had  die  same  judgment  as  sir  Simon 
Burky,  but  the  two  latter  were  belieaded. 

The  Bp,  of  Chichester  and  the  Judges  ba- 
nished.] At  the  same  time  was  the  bp.  of  Chi- 
chester sent  £oT  into  pari,  where  the  lords  tern- 
Doral  found  him  guilty  of  treason,  as  it  was 
laid  in  the  impeachment;  and  by  assent  of  the 
king,  they  awarded  his  heirs  should  be  dishe- 
rited, iiis  hmds,  tenements,  goods,  and  chat- 
tels forfeited  to  the  king,  and  the  temporahdes 
oS  Ilia  bishojprick  seized  into  the  kings  hands; 
but  as  to  his  person,  the  lords  wodd  advise 
what  to  do,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  holy 
church,  and  the  safety  of  the  state  of  prelacy, 
and  of  the  laws  of  the  la,nd.  Then  it  was  re^ 
solved,  "  that  this  bp.  sir  Rob.  Belknap,  sir 
Rofler  Falthorp,  sir  Ju.  Holt,  sir  Wm.  Burgh, 
sir  Jo.  Cary,  and  Jn.  Iiockton^  should  be  all 
sent  into  Ireland,  to  several  casdes  and  places, 
(ber«  to  remaia  duriog  their  lives.    Sir  Rob. 


Belknap  and  sir  Roger  Fulthoru  to  be  allowed 
40/.  a  year;  sir  Jn.  Holt  and  Wm.  Burgh  40 
marks  a  year;  sir  Jn.  Cary  and  Jn,  Lockton 
30/.  a  year  of  the  king's  gift,  aud  each  of  them 
to  have  two  servants  to  wait  oiw them ;  and 
that  the  bp.  of  Chichester  should  nave  annu^ 
ally  40  marks  for  his  sustenance  during  his 
hfe,  if  any  of  his  friends  would  give  it  him." 

Petitions  of  the  Cohonons.]  Then  upon  a 
petition  of  the  commons,  '*  the  said  ordinance 
and  commission  made  the  last  year  were  con^ 
firmed,  and  likewise  all  that  was  done  in  that 
pari,  and  also  what  the  duke  of  Gloucester, 
carls  of  Wanvick,  Arundel,  Derby,  aud  mar- 
slial,  or  any  of  them  had  done,  or  any  of  dieir 
company,  or,  their  adherents,  or  any  of  them, 
by  their'  asseinblings,  ridings,  or  marching  in 
arms,  appeals,  or  pursuits,  as  things  done  to 
the  honour  of  God,  the  sat'ety  of  the  king, 
maintenance  of  his  crown,  and  support  of  tlie 
whole  kingdom;  and  also  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  pedtion,  had  a  full  pardon  for  all  things 
diat  they  had  done  or  committed.*'  Upon  a 
^nd  petidon,  **  all  those  that  had  been  of  dia 
retinue,  company,  aid^  counsel,  assent,  or  ad<» 
hereuce  of  them  that  were  attainted  or  judged 
in  this  pari,  for  all  things  they  had  don*  wera 
pardoned,  except  thoso  therein  named."  A 
3rd  peddon  was  delivered  by  diem  in  the 
same  pari.  *'  that  die  appeals,  pursuits,  accu* 
sadoixs,  process,  judgments,  and  cxecudons 
made  and  given  in  this  pari,  should  be  ap- 
proved, affirmed,  and  established,  notwitlF 
standing  the  lords  spiritual  were  absent;  and 
that  by  imaginadon,  interpretadon,  or  any 
other  means,  none  of  the  same  be  reversed, 
broken,  or  annulled  in  anymauner;  and  who- 
soever should  endeavour  to  break,  annul,  or  re^ 
verse  any  of  them,  should  be  adjudi^ed  to  have 
execudon  as  a  traitor,  provided  always  that 
this  acceptknce,  approbation,  atfirmance,  and 
establishment,  touching  appeals,  pursuits,  ac- 
cusations, process,  ju<%ments,  and  execudons 
be  in  force  fh  this  case  only,  and  that  they  be 
not  drawn  into  example^  or  consequence  for 
the  future.  And  divers  points  were  declared 
for  treason  in  that  pari,  which  were  not  do- 
clared  by  statute  before;  yet  no  jusdce  sliould 
have  power  to  give  judgment  in  other  eases  of 
treason,  nor  in  other  manner,  than  they  had 
before  the  beginning  of  this  pari.'*  Another 
peddon  was,  "  that  none  of  the  traitors  at- 
tainted by  the  appeal  or  accusations  of  the 
commons  who  were  then  alive,  should  ever  be 
restored  to  the  law,  by  pardon,  or  any  other 
manner,  saving  the  grace  and  pardon  that  was 
made  in  this  pari. ;  and  any  one  that  should 
endeavour  to  have  such  a  thing  done,  should 
be  judged,  and  have  execution  as  a  traitor.^- 
The  Answer  to  all  these  peddons  was  "'  that 
the  king,  by  the  assent  of  the  lords  and  com^ 
mons,  granted  their  petitions  in  all  po'mts,  and 
willed  his  grant  should  be  firm  and  stable,  ac- 
^rding  to  the  contents  of  the  pedtious,  witlK 
out  blemish  for  ever." 

The  King  renews  his  Coronation  Oath.}-^ 
Then  tb«  Qommom  prayed  the  kiog,  ^  Tw 
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for  the  securing  of  peace  and  quiet  for  the  fu- 
ture in  a)l  parts  of  the  nation,  that  he  would 
please  to  renew  his  Coronation-Oath,  and  that 
the  prelates  might  renew  their  fedl^,  end  the 
lords  temp<^l  their  homage,  notwithstanding 
they  had  done  it  before ;  which  was  also  as- 
sented to."  The  preparation  and  introduction 
to  this  great  ccicmony,  was  with  the  mass  of 
the  Holy-Ghost,  sung  in  the  church  of  Westni. 
on  the  3d  of  June,  being  the  21st  day  of  the 
J)nrl.  After  mass  was  ended,  and  a  sennon 
preached  by  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  the  king 
of  his  free  will  renewed  his  Conmation  Oatn 
with  great  solemnity  in  the  said  church ;  at 
•which  time  the  prelates  swore  fealty  to  him, 
and  tlie  temporal  lords  did  him  homage ;  and 
then  the  prelates,  lords  and  commons  openly 
took  a  new  oath,  as  folio weth :  "  You  shall 
swear  that  you  will  not  assent,  nor  suffer,  as 
much  as  in  you  lies,  that  any  judgment,  statute 
or  ordinance  made  in  this  present  pari,  shall  in 
any  manner  be  annulled,  reversed,  or  appealed, 
in  any  time  to  come ;  and  further,  that  you 
"will  support  the  good  lawn  and  usages  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  your  power  firmly  keep  and 
cause  to  be  kept  the  good  peace,  quiet  and 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  without  disturbing 
it  in  any  manner.  So  God  you  help,  and  the 
holy  Samts."  Then  the  abp.  of  Canterbury, 
and  prelates  excommunicated  all  such  as  should 
break  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  realm,  aivi  do 
contrary  to  this  oath,  which  was  not  only  taken 
by  every  member  of  both  houses,  but  also  im- 
posed upon  all  gentlemen,  and  dignified  per- 
sons of  the  clergy  in  all  counties  in  England  ; 
and  upon  all  the  mayors,  bailiffs  and  aldermen 
of  cities,  boroughs,  and  towns,  by  the  king's 
writ,  directed  to  the  sheriff;  and  one  special 
rommisMoncr  to  administer  it.  Thus  ended 
this*  famous  pari,  after  a  longer  session  than  any 
we  have  yet  met  with,  having  sat,  with  a  short 
prorogation,  near  5  months.  The  lords  and 
commons  pwe  their  most  humble  thanks  to  the 
king  for  his  great  justice  done;  and  his  maj. 
by  the  chanc.  returned  the  compliment  for 
their  liberal  grants.  After  which,  the  knights 
and  burgesses  were  ordered  to  sue  out  writs 
for  their  expenccs. 

.4  new  Parllamenf  called.]  The  king  thought 
frt  to  call  another  pari,  to  meet  on  the  9th  of 
Sept.  at  Cambridge.  In  this  pari,  there  was 
granted  to  him  half  a  10th  from  the  clergy,- 
and  half  a  15th  from  the  laity,  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  war  against  Scotland  for  the  next  year. 
Mr.  Collier  says  a  1.5th  was  given  by  the  laity 
this  pari,  on  condition  the  clergy  would  grant 
a  10th.  But,  that  the  abp.  and  ni«  suffi-agans, 
looking  upon  this  precedent  as  a  new  incum- 
brance upon  their  property,  refused  to  he  tied 
to  it.  Upon  which  the  conditional  clause  was 
thrown  out  of  the  bill.  Tlierd  were  also  se^-e- 
ral  new  statutes  made  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  people,  and  ot)iei-s  renewed  which  had 
been  enacted  in  the  time  of  Edw.  HI.  parti- 
cularly the  statutes  of  labourers  and  day-ser- 
vants; of  bniliffe  and  all  sherifTs  officers ;  of 
provisory  against  going  out  of  the  land  to  the 


pope,  to  procure  the  grant  of  any  benefices  iii 
England  without  the  king's  leave,  on  penalty  of 
being  put  out  of  his  protection ;  against  beg- 
gars ;  and  against  riding  armed,  and  givinj;  of 
liveries  to  great  retinues;  and,  lastly,  about 
regulating  apparel  suitable  to  every  maa's  dis^ 
tinct  rank  and  quality.  "  This  last  affair,'' 
Kny^hu^n  says,  "  was  abs^olutely  necessary  at 
that  time ;  for  there  was  so  much  pride  amongst 
the  common  people  in  vying  with  one  another, 
in  dress  and  ornaments,  that  it  was  scarce 
possible  to  distinguish  the  poor  from  the  rich, 
the  servant  from  the  master,  or  a  priest  from 
another  man." 

A  new  Parliament  called.]  On  the  6th  of 
Dec.  1389,  writs  were  issued  out  for  calling  a 
pari,  to  meet  at  Westminster,  in  Jan.  tbllow- 
ing.  Wm.  of  Wickham,  bp.  of  Winchester, 
the  new  lord  chanc.-  by  the  king's  command^ 
opened  the  cause  of  the  summons  to  the 
estates,  «  declaring  the  king  to  be  of  full  age, 
and  that  he  intended  to  govern  his  people  in 
peace  and  quiet  >  to  do  justice  and  right  to  all 
men ;  and  that  both  clcrey  and  laity  slwuld 
enjoy  all  their  liberties.  lie  further  told  them, 
that  the  kingdom  being  environed  with  ene- 
mies in  France,  Spain,  and  Guienne,  on  one 
side,  and  Scotland  and  Ireland  of  the  other,  it 
was  now  their  business  to  consult  which  way 
peace  was  to  be  had,  or  a  proper  defence  made 
against  them.  Likewise,  how  an  aid  was  to  be 
had  to  sustain  the  charges  thereof,  without 
which  nothing  could  be  done."  On  the  20th 
of  Jan.  the  bp.  of  Winchester  delivered  up  the 
seals  of  his  otfice  to  the  king,  before  both 
houses ;  as  did  also  the  bp.  of  St.  David's,  being 
treasurer,  the  keys  of  the  exchequer;  and 
prayed  that  they  might  be  discharged.  After 
which  resignation,  it  was  openly  declared,  in 
full  pari,  that  if  any  person  could  justly  com- 
plain o{  any  illegal  action,  or  any  thing  done 
amiss  by  them  in  their  several  oflBces,  they 
might  freely  do  it.  But  when  both  the  lords 
and  commons  answered,  "  that  they  knew  no- 
thing amiss  against  them,  and  that  they  had 
behaved  themselves  well  in  their  respective 
offices,"  the  king,  thereupon,  delivered  back 
the  seal  and  thelceys-of  the  exchequer,  to  the 
aforesaid  bps.  and  again  received  all  those  to 
be  his  counsellors  that  were  so  before,  together 
witli  his  uncles  of  Lancaster  and  Gloucestef". 
However,  he  thought  proper  m  make  a  protes- 
tation "  that,  for  any  thing  then  done  he  would 
keep,  or  remove,  any  of  those  counsellors  at 
his  pleasure." 

In  this  pari,  the  king  created  John  duke  of 
Lnncaster,  duke  of  Aquitain  in  Normandy,  to 
hold  the  said  dukedom  of  the  king,  saving  only 
to  his  maj.  as  king  of  France,  the  direct  domi- 
nion, superiority,  and  resort  of  the  said  dutchy. 
The  ceremony  wa«  performed  in  fiill  pari,  by 
investing  him  with  a  cap,  a  coronet,  and  a  ducal 
rod.  The  duke  paid  homage  to  the  king,  and 
humbly  thanked  him  tor  the  great  honour  he 
did  him ;  but  at  the  same  time  declared,  that 
thouch  he  couli  not  maintain  thd  state  of  the 
dukedom;  in  time  of  war,  n^itbout  the  aid  of 
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the  king  and  realm,  however  he  would  do  what 
he  cooid,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  Where- 
upon the  khig  told  the  duke,  that  the  charges 
should  be  bom  as  he  and  his  council  could 
agree.  To  which  the  commons  willingly  as- 
sented. At  this  time  also,  by  consent  of  pari, 
the  king  created  Edw.  eldest  son  to  the  duke 
of  York,  earl  of  Rutland ;  and  gave  him,  to- 
"wards  the  support  of  this  dignity  and  during 
his  Other's  hie,  800  marks  yeany,  issuing  out 
of  the  castle,  town  and  demesnes  of  Okcham 
in  that  county,  with  the  office  of  sheriff. 

The  two  abps.  of  Canterbury  and  York,  for 
themselves  and  the  whole  clergy  of  their  pro- 
vinces, mode  protestation,  in  open  pari,  that 
they  neither  intended  or  would  assent  to  any 
statute  or  law  to  be  made  agaiiAt  the  pope's 
authority ;  which  protestation,  at  their  request 
was  entered  upon  the  roll.  In  this  parL  the 
court  of  Rome  nadalso  some  shacliles  put  upon 
statute  of  Provisory,  made  25  Edw.  III.  was 
revived,  and  a  penalty  laid  on  him  that  should 
accept  a  benefice  contrary  to  that  statute. 
Likewise,  a  forfeiture  awarded  against  any  who 
should  bring  a  summons,  or  excommunication, 
against  any  person  on  the  provisors,  and  on  a 
prelate  for  executing  of  it. 

A  Subndif  granted.']  There  was  also  a  sub- 
«idy  eranteil  of  408.  on  every  sack  of  wool ;  of 
which  10s.  should  go  to  supply  the  king's  pre- 
sent occasion ;  and  the  other  SOs.  to  be  re- 
served in  the  hands  of  commissioners  appointed 
ly  part  not  to  be  expended  unless  the  neces- 
sity of  the  war  required  it.  There  was  also 
granted  to  the  king  this  pari,  for  one  year, 
of  every  sack  of  wool  from  a  denizen  ll.  2s.  8d. 
of  every.alien  ll.  18s.  4d.  of  every  last  of  skins 
from  an  alien  Si.  Ids.  4d.  from  a  denizen,  for 
every  240  woolrfells  lI.  13s.  4d.  from  an  alien 
11. 16s.  8d.  on  every  tun  of  wine,  imported  or 
exported  6^. — See  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  339. 

A  Parliattient  culled.]  The  king  summoned 
a  par),  to  meet  at  Westminster  on  the  12th 
Nov.  1390.  The  bp.  of  Winchester,  Id.  chanc. 
informed  them,  "  That  the  chief  ca[use  of  the 
summons  was  concerning  a  truce  made  with 
France,  and  towards  Candlemas  the  king 
would  send  commissioners  over  to  treat  of  a 
final  peace."  He  said,  "  That  the  Scots  had 
been  moved  to  come  into  this  truce,  which 
they  refused ;  so  there  was  nothing  but  war  to 
be  expected  from  thence ;  the  charges  where- 
of, with  that  of  Ireland,  keeping  the  king's  for- 
tresses abroa;],'and  the  seas  at  home,  were  ^o 
great,  that  the  king  could  by  no  means  with- 
out their  aid  sustain  it.  Wherefore  he  desired 
them  to  consult  about  these  particularsp  as 
well  as  the  making  ordinances  for  good  laws, 
kcJ*  Accordingly,  they  granted  to  the  king 
one  half  lOth  from  the  clergy,  and  a  whole 
15th  from  the  laity,  to  go  towards  the  expences 
«f  the  duke  of  Lancaster*  who  set  out  m  the 
lent  folbwing,  in  order  to  meet  the  French  king 
at  Amieu^f,  according  to  appointment,  and  treat 
about  a  lasting  peace. 

Statute  for  resiraining  the  Riches  of  Vie 
Cierg^,]  fn  thi«  pari,  says  Knyghton^  "  a  pro- 


fane Statute  was  made  against  the  church  and 
the  priests  thereof,  viz.  *  That  no  ecclesiasti- 
cal person  should  be  capable  to  take  and  pos- 
sess any  bequest  of  mauoi*s,  glebe,  houses, 
lands  or  any  other  rents  or  possessions,  with- 
out a  special  licence  from  the  king,  and  the 
capital  lords  thereof.'  And  this  statute,"  add* 
he,  '*  extended  as  well  to  parish-churches, 
chapels  and  chantries,  as  to  abbies,  priories, 
and  all  sorts  of  monasteries ;  likewise  to  citi- 
zens, burgesses,  townsmen  and  villagers,  who 
had  any  such  rents  in  their  possession  for  the 
uses  aforesaid.  For  it  was  the  custom  in  those 
days,  that  when  any  person  wanted  to  bestow 
something  upon  the  church,  in  order  to  save 
the  trouble  and  cxpcnce  gf  a  licence,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  avoid  the  penalty  of  the 
Mortmain  act,  they  used  to  leave  it  to  certain 
persons,  whom  they  could  trust,  under  whose 
names  the  church  enjoyed  the  full  benefit  of 
the  bequest.  But  by  this  statute  it  was  en* 
acted,  *  That  if  any  pei-sou  or  persons,  what- 
sover,  priest  or  la)'man,  held  any  such  man- 
ors, rents,  lands,  &c.  for  such  uses,  and  did 
not  take  a  licence  for  them  from  the  king  and 
the  capital  lords  of  such  possessions,  accord- 
ing to  the  statute  of  Mortmain  before  Michael- 
mas next  coming,  that  then  all  such  lands,  &c. 
should  be  absolutely  forfeited  to  tlie  king  and 
the  said  capital  lords;  and  they  might  ente^ 
upon,  seize  and  possess  the  fmne  for  ever.'' 

Statute  of  Appropriation.]  An  act  was  also 
passed  this'session,  which  has  since  done  great 
service  to  the  clergy;  namely,  that  of  Appro- 
priations. Before  this  pari,  it  was  lawful  to 
appropriate  the  whole  fruits  and  profits  of  any 
benefice  to  a  religious  house,  upon  condition 
that  the  abbot  or  prior  took  care  to  have  the 
cure  tolerably  supplied  by  Ids  monks  or  frian 
of  the  house.  This  bred  many  inconvenience*; 
as  that  hospitality  was  neglected,  the  churches 
and  rectones  dilapidated,  ajnd  ministers  very 
often  wanting ;  of  which  grievances  the  com- 
mons complained,  and  procured  this  act, 
**  That  in  every  licence  to  be  made  hereafter  ia 
chancery,  for  me  appropriation  of  any  church, 
die  bishop  of  the  diocese  should  have  power 
to  reserve  a  convenient  sum  of  money  out  of 
the  fruits  and  profits  of  it,  to  sustain  the  poor 
parishioners  of  the  said  church,  and  ta  endow 
a  perpetual  vicar  sufficiently  to  supply  the  cure 
of  souls." 

A  Parliament,  called.]  A  Pari,  tvas  called  to 
meet  at  Westmiii.ster,  on  the  8d  of  Nov.  139^, 
At  which  meeting  the  abp.  of  York,  Thos*. 
Arundel,  chancellor  of  England,  declared  the 
cause  to  be  for  "  to  consioer  how  to  raise  the 
price  of  wools,  then  too  much  debased ;  and 
how  the  wars  might  be  maintained  alter  the 
expiration  of  the  truce.  Lastly,  in  regard  to 
the  statute  of  Provisora,,  that  the  holy  father 
might  no  longer  be  deprived  of  what  belonged 
to  hhn  ;  concluding  with  these  words,  Reddite 
qua  sunt  cxsaris  c«sari,  et  qute  iunt  dei  deo.'' 
To  this  l.'ibt  affair,  the  commons,  for  the  great 
confidence  they  reposed  in  the  king,  granted 
that  ho,  by  the  advice  of  his  lords,  might  make 
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•ny  alteration,  touchyig  the  j-tatuie  of  Provi- 
so**, as  to  him  ;>ccmetJ  u;>"(I,  tiii  ihe  meeting 
of  ttie  pcxt  pari. ;  but  so  as  tliut  statute  mieht 
not  be  repealed  in  uiiy  iiriiclc,  nor  none. diir- 
torbed  in  his  lawful  prjx*>e55ion.  With  llus  pro- 
test, "  that  as  their  u^soiu  to  tiiis  wiis  indeed 
a  novelty,  they  prayed  that  it  might  he  no  ex- 
ample/* The  iordi  and  cocimons  granted  to 
the  king  half  a  10th  iind  half  a  15th;  with  one 
other  whole  10th,  as  it  is  called,  aiid  one  15Lh, 
trooditioually^  that  if  the  king  went  not  per- 
•oHally  into  f i"ancc  or  Scouand  against  his 
enemies,  or  that  peace  was  made,  then  the 
iaid  subsidies  should  remain  to  b^  employed 
upon  the  sole  detcnce  of  the  reahn.  .The 
commons  aJ>o  in  open  pari,  declared,  "  that  if 
any  truce  or  treaty  of  peace  was  undertaken 
vith  the  kiiig's  enemies,  it  was  proper  the 
duke  of  Aquit  tin,  as  the  most  honourable, 
ihoiild  go  to  the  same  treaty/*  The  ^in^  an- 
swered, "  that  he  desired  the  same,  it*  the 
duke  pleaded;"  which  he  consented  to  very 
readily.  On  the  2ud  of  Dec.  which  was  the 
lost  day  of  their  sitting,  the  lords  and  couunons 
desired  the  king  t'lat  he  would  as  largely  enjoy 
iuft  prerogative  as  any  of  his  predecessors  ever 
dkl,  uotwithstanding  any  statute  to  the  con- 
trary; and  particularly  that  made  at  Glouces- 
tei*  m  the  time  of  king  Edward  U.  which  tliey 
DOW  repealed. 

A  Fwrliament  ,calkfl.']  Eai4y  in  1393,  the 
kin^  held  a  pari,  at  Winchester,  when  thcabp. 
of  York  opened  the  sebsitwi  by  declaring,  that 
it  was  called  for  two  great  causes,  "  the  first 
was,  that  whether  there  was  war  or  peace,  or 
any  new  league  made  between  the  king  and 
iu»  adversaries,  yet  he  was  in  great  necessity 
lor  money  to  discharge  his  debts,  the  raising. of 
sibich  was  to  be  their  principal  care.  The 
nest  was,  to  provide  some  remedy  toudiing 
the  statute  of  Provisory,  for  avoiding  any  dis- 
putes between  the  pope,  the  king,  and  his 
jrcalm/'  To  this  aftair  the  lords  and  commons 
granted  the  kii>g  the  same  dispensing  power  as 
the  last  pari,  had  done,  till  the  next ;  and  to 
jjie  6r)»t,  they  gave  him  the  same  subsidy  as 
was  granted  in  the  1 1th  year  of  his  reign,  for  3 
years,  together  with  half  a  10th  and  half  a 
15th.  The  bps,  lords,  and  commons,  in  full 
parL  adscated  that  the  king,  his  heirs  and  suc^ 
cessors  of  England,  might,  lawfully  make  their 
last  will  and  testament,  and  that  execution 
should  be  dorie  of  the  same. 

Tke  AhpJs  Protest  against  the  Papal  pcncerj] 
On  the  last  day  of  Uieir  sitting,  W^ra.  Courte- 
Key,  ahp.  of  Canterbury,  and  primate  of  all 
England,  m<ide  protestation,  m  open  pari. 
**  tliat  the  pope  ought  not  to  excommunicate 
any  bp.  or  intermeddle  aa  to  presentations  to 
any- ecclesiastical  dignity  recovered  in  the 
king's  courts.  That  tne  said  holy  fatiier  oiight 
not  to  make  translations  to  any  bishoprick, 
within  the  realm, without  tte  king's  leave;  for 
tliat  this  practice  tended  to  the  destructioo  of 
the  realm  and  crown  of  England,  which  hod 
always  been  free,  and  subject  to  no  earthly 
power,  but  to  God  only,  as  4p  regalities^  tmd 


to  no  other/'  Which  protestation  the  abp, 
prayed  mii^ht  he  entered  on  the  roll.  Se^ 
Collier's  Hist.  vol.  i.  p.  594. 

A  Parliament  ca^/vL]  On  the  29th  of  Jan, 
1394,  a  pari,  wiis  called  to  meet  at  Westmin- 
ster, which  vvas  op^fed  by  a  speech  from  the 
abp.  of  York,  loid  chau.  who  declared  the 
xaus'e  of  the  summons  to  be:  1st,  that  all  bps. 
lords,  and  corporations  should  enjoy  their  li- 
berties, and  thut  thpie  should  be  a  due  obser- 
vation of  the  king's  peace.  Nest,  how  the 
wars,  whica  b^  a>scnt  of  pail.  were  begun, 
iiliould  be  sustained  as  to  the  expcnce  of  that, 
and  the  prescivati'  u  of  Guicnne,  Calais,  Ire- 
land, and  Scotland/'  Ihe  3rd  day  of  the 
meeting  the  commons  presented  to  the  king, 
in  full  pari,  sir  John  Bussy  as  their  speaker^ 
who,  making  tlie  usual  protestation,  was  al- 
lowed. 

Charsies  against  the  Earl  qf  Lancaster^l 
lid.  earl  of  Arundel  exhibited  a  complaint  a- 
gainst  the  earl  of  Lancahtcr,  which  he  said 
concerned  the  king's  honom*:  "  1st,  that  he 
thou((ht  it  not  honoui*able  for  the  king  to  suffi^r 
tlic  said  duke  to  w  alk  aim  in  arm  with  liim : 
2nd,  it  did  not  become  the  duke's  servants  to 
wear  the  same  livery  with  the  king's:  3rd, 
that  the  said  duke,  both  in  council  and  pari, 
w  as  used  to  speak  such  bitter  words,  tliat  he, 
the  said  eiu-l,  and  otliers  of  his  quality,  durst 
not  utter  their  minds  for  Iiim ;  4tii,  that  it  was 
not  to  the  king's  profit  to  give  to  the  said  duke 
tlic  dutchy  of  Guieuue :  and,  5th,  he  w  iuited 
to  know  what  was  become  of  all  tliat  mas-s  of 
money  given  to  the  duke  for  his  voyi^e  into 
Spain,  and  for  the  last  treaty  of  peace."  Unto 
wliich  accusation  tlie  king  himself  answered 
and  aflirmed,  "  that  what  the  duke  of  Lancas- 
ter had  done  was  all  right  and  good.'*  And 
his  maj.  with  the  assent  of  the  lords,  awarded, 
that  the  said  earl  should  ask  the  duke's  par- 
don, in  full  pari,  and  in  the  very  words  follow- 
mg,  which  he  spoke  accordingly:  *  sir,  sitU 
that  it  seeineth  to  the  king,  and  other  lords, 
and  eke  that  each  here  hath  been  so  mickle 
grieved  and  displeased  by  my  words ;  it  fore- 
tiiinketh,  and  I  beseech  you  of  your  grace  and 
lordship  to  quit  me  your  man-tallant." 

A  Supplif  granted.]  The  king  designing  to 
ffo  over  in  person,  in  order  to  reduce  Ireland^ 
demanded  an  aid  of  this  pari,  and  the  qoha- 
jAons  granted  him  for  3  years  a  subsidy  upon 
wool,  wool-fells,  &c.  3s.  upon  every  tun  of 
wine,  and  12d.  upon  every  pound  of  merchan- 
dize, so  as  this  moaey  should  only  be  ena- 
ployed  for  the  defence  of  the  realm.  The 
clergy  granted  also  a  full  10th,  if  tlie  king  went 
over,  otherwise  only  half  a.  10th. 

A  Parlkmient  culled.]  The  duke  of  York, 
who  had  been  left  guardian  to  the  realm  ^q 
the^king's  absence,  summoned  a  pari,  to  meet 
ort  the  28th  of  Jan.  1395,  to  consider  of  the 
best  way  to  make  the  govt,  of  Ireland  protH 
perous  and  happy.  To  further  this  businesi, 
the  king  sent  over  the  duke  of  Gloucester  firo^ 
Irelaud,  who>  coming  to  this  pari,  declared  the 
)uh^'$  great  necessity  £jix  mooey^  oocaaio&ed 
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by  the  Iat€  expedition,  his  great  zeal  to  make 
a»  entire  conquest  there,  and  tl;o  great  hope 
he  had  of  success.  The  duke's  speech  had  so 
powerful  an  effect,  as  to  draw  from  tlie  clergy 
a  full  10th,  and  the  commons  ii  loth;  but  not 
without  a  protestation  was  first  made,  **  that 
they  were  not  bound,  strictojure,  to  grant  the 
same,  but  purely  out  of  tlK-ir  affection  to  their 
kins.^ 

A  Pari,  called.]  In  a  short  time  after  his 
return,  Richard  called  a  pari,  to  meet  at 
Westminster,  on  the  22nd  of  Jan.  1S07.  Be- 
ins  ail  assembled,  the  bp.  of  Exeter,  then  chan- 
cellor, by  the.  kind's  command,  opened  the 
cause  of  suimuons,  m  a  speech,  wherein  he  al- 
leged many  autliorities  -from  holy  writ,  to 
prove  4  points  on  which  a  priiwe  ought  to  con- 
sult his  pari.  The  1st.  w  as,  "  that  the  church 
might  enjoy  her  liberties  hi  peace.*'  The  2nd, 
"that  all  his  subjects  should  be  governed 
without  oppression."  3d,  "  that  the  good  Ijiws 
should  be  makitained,  the  evil  amended,  and 
.justice  executed.''  And,  histly,  "  that  the 
realm  shpuld  be  defended  against  all  foreign 
enemies."  All  which,  he  added,  the  king  was 
ready  to  do  with  their  good  advice.  He  then 
told  tliem  of  the  danger  the  nation  was  in 
from  the  Scots  and  Insh,  the  hazard  of  Gui- 
cnne  and  the  marshes  of  Calais,  and  desired 
them  to  consult  and  do  what  wa«  proper  with 
the  least  charge  to  the  realm.  Tlie*  next  d^y 
the  commons  presented  sir  John  Bnssy  as 
their  speaker,  whom  the  king  allowed  of;  and, 
after  making  the  usual  protestation,  he  said, 
**  that  the  commons  required  of  the  king  that 
such  bps.  and  lords  as  were  absent  should  bo 
sent  for."  To  which  the  chancellor  answered, 
**  that  it  would  be  too  long  and  tedious  for 
riiat  session." 

The  King  resents  the  bringing  in  a  Bill  for 
regulating  his  Household.]  Then  the  com- 
mons desired  a  conference  with  the  chancellor 
and  others  of  the  king's  officers;  which,  being 
agreed  to,  and  the  chancellor  returned  from 
it,  the  king  commanded  him  to  declare  the  re- 
sult of  that  conference.  This  report  was, 
**  that  the  commons  by  a  bill  required  4  tilings ; 
1st,  the  continuance  of  sheriffs;  2nd,  that  pro- 
per care  should  be  taken  of  the  northern 
marches;  3rd,  about  liveries  and  badges;  and 
the  4th,  for  avoiding  of  the  extravagant  ex- 
pences  of  the  king's  household,  and  to  forbid 
bps.  and  ladies,  w-lio  had  no  particular  business 
there,  from*  frequenting  the  court.*^  The  king 
being  informed  of  the  contents  of  it,  was  highly 
incensed,  and  told  the  peers,  "  That  it  was 
directed  against  those  liberties  and  royalties 
bis  progenitors  had  enjoyed,  and  which  he  v^s 
•resolved  to  uphold  and  maintain.  He  there- 
fore commanded  the  lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral to  inform  the' commons  of  his  resolution ; 
and,  particularly,  ordered  the  duke  of  Lan- 
caster to  charge  sir  John  Bussy,  their  Speaker, 
tipon  his  allegianct,  to  acquaint  him  who  it 
was  that  brouglft  it  into  pari." 

The  Commons  ask  Pardon.]  The  submissive 
mtswer  which  the  commons  gave  to  this  mes- 


sage is  very  extraordinarj',  ai^  humbler  tltaa 
any  we  have  yet  met  with  from  tliat  body^. 
For,  being  told  tlie  king's  mind  in  a  conference 
with  the  lords,  they  immediately  dchvered  m 
tlie  bill  to  them,  witii  the  name  of  the  pcrs«o 
who  had  brought  it  iuto  their  house,  and  wbo 
was  one  Thomas  Ilaxcy,- clerk.  The  bill  was 
given  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  by  the  clerk 
of  the  pari,  accordujg  to  the  king's  commaad. 
Soon  after,  the  commons  came  befme  his  maj. 
in  full  pari,  and  there,  with  all  humility  aiid 
obedience,  shewed  great  concern  that  the  kiag 
had  conceived  such  a  resentment  against  Lliem^ 
"  humbly  praying  him  to  accept  their  excuse, 
for  tlmt  it  never  wa:*  their  mtent  or. desire  to 
speak,  shew,  or  act  any  thing  which  sliould  be 
an  offence  or  give  disn'leasuie  to  JiLs  uaajebty, 
or  be  against  hi.s  royal  cstiite  and  liberty;  e^pe^ 
ciaUy  about  this  matter  touching  his  pcrboa 
and  the  govt,  of  his  iiouse,  or  about  die  lords 
and  ladies  of  Ids  court,  or  any  ot]»er  matter 
tibat  regarded  himself.  Knowing,  v(;ry  well, 
that  such  things  did  not  belong  to  them,  but 
solely  to  the  king  himself,  and  in  his  own  or- 
dering. That  their  intention  was*  only  to  shew 
their  great  affection  to  his  maj.  as  faithful  sul>- 
jects,  and  to  desiie  the  lords  to  pray  him  ta 
consider  his  own  honourable  citato  and  to  di> 
therein  what  he  thought  good.  Tiiat  they  sub- 
mitted themselves  to  the  king's  will  and  ii»- 
vour,  humbly  bejseeching  his  maj.  graciom^iy. 
Xo  excuse  tliem ;  being  always  ready  to  save 
his  royal  estate  and  liberty,  and  to  perform 
with  body  and  goods,  as  loyal  subjects  are 
bound  to  do,  whatever  shall  be  for  tlie  honour 
and  safety  of  his  royal  person  and  dignity.**— 
See  Brady  and  Tyrrel.— Upon  this  detlaration, 
the  king  commanded  tl>e  chancellor  to  tell  tb« 
commons  that,  *  out  of  his  royal  benignity  and 
gracious  seigniory,  he  then  fully  excused  them/ 
As  a  farther  proof  of  their  attachment  to  the 
prerogative  royal,  Tlios.  Haxcy,  clerk,  was  tried 
before  this  pari,  and  condemned  to  die  the 
death  of  a  traitor.  But  here  the  church  inter- 
posed, for  soon  after  the  sentence,  the  abp.  of 
Canterbury  and  all  the  other  prelates  (^ame  be- 
fore the  king  in  pari,  with  great  humility,  and 
made  protestation,  "  that  their  sincere  and 
full  intention  was,  and  always  should  be,  to 
have  his  majesty's  royal  estate  and  power  ever 
saved  and  preserved  without  diminution :  aiid 
then  they  bt  seeched  the  king  to  grant  tliem 
the  life  of  Thos.  Haxey,  aud  the  custody  of 
his  body,  not  as  of  right  belonging  to  tliem,  but 
of  his  special  grace  and  favour."  Both  which 
pet'tions  the  king  granted. 

The  Lanhked  Judges  allowed  to  return,]  In 
this  narl.  Rob.  Belknap,  John  Holt,  and  Wm. 
Burgh,  knivfhts,  and  formerly  judges,  who  had 
been  banished  into  Ireland,  (see  p..213),«  had 
leave  givnen  them  to  return  into  England,  and 
practice  the  law  without  hnpeachment.  Saving 
alway*  against  them  all  other  poiuts  mentioned 
in  the  safd  statute. 

A  Supply  graatecL]  This  pari,  granted  the . 
king  ted.  in  the  pound  of  all  merchandize  iua- 
ported;  and  3s..  per  pound  on  e^ery  tun  of  wine 
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for  8  jc&n  to  come.    The  clergy  also  gave  half 
a  10th  on  their  temporalities. 

A  ^rcat  Council  at  Nottingham.Jl  On  the 
IsC  o?  Aug.  this  year,  the  king  held  a  great 
council  of  peers  at  Nottingham,  himsdf  sitting 
amongst  tliem,  witli  his  crown  on  his  head,  in 
the  great  hall  of  the  castle.  Here  it  was  that 
£d«vr.  eaH  of  Rutland,  Thos.  earl  of  Kent,  John 
car!  of  Huntingdon,  Thos.  earl  of  Nottingham, 
John  earl  of  Somerset,  John  eaH  of  Salisbury, 
Thomas  l^rd  Despenscr,  and  Wm.  1e  Scroop, 
chamberlain  to  the  king,  brought  a  bill  of  Ap- 
peal of  Treason  a^nst  T1k>s.  duke  of  Glou- 
cester, Rd.  earl  of  Arundel,  and  Thos.  earl  of 
Warwick.  This  bill  being  read,  by  adnce  of 
the  peers  and  those  of  tlie  king's  council,  the 
accused  lords  had  a  day  assigned  them  to  an- 
swer in  the  next  pari,  which  ^'as  summoned  to 
meet  on  the  17th  Sept.  following,  atWestro. 

[A  Pari,  called.]  At  the  time  appointed, 
Sept.  17,  1397,  the  king,  lords,  and,  commons 
all  naet,  wlien  the  bp.  of  Exeter,  as  Id.  chanc. 
by  his  majesty's  command,  opened  the  session 
by  a  speech,  which  he  began  with  a  text  taken 
from  Ezekiel,  Rcj:  units  erit  omnibus.  The 
prelate  endeavoured  to  prove,  by  many  autho- 
rities, '^  that  no  realm  could  be  well  governed 
but  by  one  sole  king,  and  that  to  the  ri|  " 
conduct  of  a  good  king  3  things  wcTe  waatii 
1st.  that  he  should  be  power&l ;  2nd.  sevel 
in  the  execution  of  the  laws  by  which  he  go- 
verned ;  and  3rd.  that  the  subjects  should  be 
obedient  to  the  king  and  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom. That  tlie  king  might  grow  more  power- 
ful, he  told  them  that  many  liberties  an^  pre- 
rogatives were  given  to  him,  which  at  the  time 
of  his  coronation  he  was  sworn  to  maintain. 
And  if  any  thing  was  done  since,  contrary  to 
them  and  the  law,  they  were  revoked ;  of  which 

particular  they  themselves  were  then  called  to 

consult,  lliat  laws  ought  to  be  executed  ap- 
peared by  the  common  example  of  a  good  fa- 
ther, who  uses  to  strike  ns  well  as  stroke  his 

child.     But  for  the  better  execution  of  them 

the  king  had  appointed  new  judges  and  officers 

through  the  realm,  and  was  now  desirous  to 

redress  any  defects  of  the  law  which  could  be 

shewn  him.     And  that  the  national  subjects 

ought  to  obey  the  king  and  his  laws  was  ap-' 

pitrcnt;  for  that  no  mnn  could  claim  any  pro- 
perty of  life  or  goods  or  any  fruit  of  hb  labour, 

without  tlie  prince,  who  is  tlie  pillar  of  the  law. 

He  concluded  with  observing  that  the  king 

meant  to  maintain  the  laws,  and  to  continue  the 

general  and  particular  liberties  granted  to  all 

corporations  and  every  single  pei*«on ;  further, 

that  he  designed  to  grant  a  pardon  to  all  his 

subjects  except  to  some  pariicuW  persons."  The 

next  day  the  commons  presented  sir  Jn.  Bossey 

to  the  king  as  their  Speaker,  who,  being  ap- 

E roved  of,  made  the  usual  protestation,  which 
e  prayed  might  be  recorded.  The  first  tiling 
that  passed  was  an  act  to  contirm  to  holy 
church,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  anil 
to  all  cities,  borouE;hs  and  commonalties  of  the 
realm,  their  liberties  and  franchiijes,  as  they 
bad  reasonably  held  and  enjoyed  them  in  the 


time  of  the  king's  noble  progenitors^    And^ 
becanse  that  several  judgments  were  heretofore 
not  finished  by  reason  the  clergy  were  not  pre- 
sent, nor  consenting  to   tliem,  the  commons 
prayed  the  king  that  they  might  now  appoint 
a  general  proctor,  who  might  have  suiticienc 
authority  to  act  for  them.     Whereupon,  the 
two  abps.  and  the  clergy  of  both  provinces, 
constituted  and  appointed  sir  Tho.  Piercy  their 
procurator,  as  appears  by   their  instruments 
made  for  that  purpose.     Afterwards,  the  com- 
mission and  statute  pursuant  to  i^  made  ia 
the  11th  of  this  king,  was,  wholly,  repealed 
and  made  void,  at  the  petition  of  the  com- 
mons, '<  as  being  traiterously  made,  by  con- 
straint, and  compulsion,   against    the    king's 
will,  Iiis  royalty,  crown  and  dignity."    It  was 
ordained  and  established   by  the  king,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  and  com> 
mons,  *^  That  no  such  like  commission  should 
be  made  for  the  future,  and  he  who  should 
endeavour  to  procure  any  such  to  be  made  for 
the  time  to  come,  being  thereof  duly  convict^ 
should  suffer  death  as  a  traitor."    Then  the 
pardons  granted  to  the  duke  of  Gloucester/ 
tho  earis  of  Arundel   and  Warwidc,  in   tho 
pari,  pf  the  11th  of  this  king,  were  made  void,, 
as  being  obtained  by  force  and  against  the 
king's  will.    Also,  the  pardon  granted  to  the 
earl  of  Arundel  at  Windsor,  the  17th  of  this 
king,  was  in,  like  manner  revoked  and   an- 
nulled. 

The  3d  day  of  the  session,  the  commons 
came  befiirc  the  king,  in  full  pari,  and  made 
Protestation  by  (heir  speaker^  that  thougU 
they  intended  to  shew  and  declare  certaia 
matters  and  articles,  which  they  had  then 
advised  of  and  agreed  amongst  themselves; 
yet,  nevertheless  it  was  and  is  their  intent 
and  will,  with  leave  of  the  king,  to  accuse  or 
impeach  any  person  or  pei"sons,  as  oft  as  they 
should  think  fit,  during  the  time  of  this  pari. ; 
they  prayed  the  king  tliat  he  would  please  to 
accept  tlii»  Protestation,  and,  that  it  might  be 
entered  as  a  record  on  the  roll  of  pari. ;  which 
the  king  granted  and  commanded  to  be  done 
accordingly. 

Abp.  of'  C<mterburf/  tmpeadted.]  On  the 
same  day,  the  commons  came  again  before 
the  king,  in  pari,  and  impeached  Tho.  Arun- 
del, then  Hbp.  of  Canterbury,  of  high  treason*; 
"  For  that  he,  being  tlie  chief  othcer*  of  the 
king,  his  chanc.  when  he  was  bp.  of  Ely,  w  as 
traiterously  aiding,  procuring  and  advising  in 
making  a  conunission,  directed  to  Tho.  duke 
of  Gloucester,  Kd.  carl  of  Arundel  and  others, 
in  the  10th  of  his  majesty's  reign  ;  and  made 
and  procured  himscli*,  as  chief  oiBcer,  to  be 
put  into  it,  to  have  power,  with  the  other 
commissioners  to  see  it  put  iu  execution ; 
wliich  commission  wa*<  made  in  prejudice  to 
the  king,  and  openly  against  his  royalty,  crown 
and  dignitv;  and  that  tlic  said  Tho.  actually 
put  the  said  commission  in  execution."  "  Also, 
that  the  said  abp.  in  the  llth  of  the  king,  pro- 
cured and  advised  the  duke  of  Gloucester, 
with  the  earls  of  Warwick  and  Ai-undel,  to 
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take  upon  them  royal  power,  and  to  arrest  the 
king's  liege  sulijects,  viz.  Simon  Burley  and 
James  Beraers,  knights^  and  adjudge  tljem  to 
death)  contrary  to  the  king's  will  aj>d  without 
bis  consent;  thereupon,  the  said  commons 
prayed  the  king  that  the  said  abp.  miglit  be 
put  into  safe  custody."  The  king  anbwered ; 
'*  Because  the  accusation  and  impeachment 
touched  so  hi^  a  person,  and  a  peer  of  the 
realm,  he  would  be  advised/' 

The  next  day  the  commons  prayed  the  king, 
^  That  as  they  had  impeached  and  accused 
the  abp.  of  Canterbury  of  assenting  and  being 
in  the  contrirance  of  making  the  commission 
on  the  19th  of  Nov.  in  the  10th  of  the  king, 
and  agreed  to  the  execution  of  the  same, 
iwiiich  was  expressly  against  his  state  and  dig- 
nity, that  he  would  please  to  ordain  such 
judgment  against  the  said  abp.  as  the  cause 
required."  Hereupon  the  king  commanded  it 
to  be  recorded  in  pari.  "  that  the  abp.  had 
been  be&re  him,  in  the  presence  of  certain 
lords,  and  confessed  that  he  waa  mistaken,  or 
erred  in  the  exercise  of  the  coiumission,  and 
therefore  put  himself  upon  the  king's  grace 
and  mercy."  Upon  this,  the  king  ahd  the 
lords  temporal,  with  sir  'Ilio.  Pcircy,  the  proc- 
tor tor  the  prelates,  who,  as  it  appears  upon 
record,  had  full  power  from  the  whole  body  of 
the  clergy  to  act  for  them,  adjudged  and  de- 
clared the  said  article,  which  the  abp.  had 
confessed,  to  be  treason,  and  tliat  it  touched 
the  king  himself;  for  which  they,  also,  ad- 
Judged  and  declared  him  a  traitor.  And  it 
was  awarded  in  pari.  "  That  he  shouW  be 
banished  out  o^  the  kingdom,  have  his  tem- 
poralities seized,  and  his  goods  and  chattels 
ioHeited  to  the  king,  who  was,  also,  to  ap- 
point the  time  of  his  exile.*'  Whereupon  tjie 
King  assigned  him  a  time  of  passage,  which 
was  from  the  eve  of  st.  Michael,  untu  6  weeks 
next  ensuing ;  to  pass  from  the  port  of  Dover 
into  France;  and  further,  that  ne  should  for- 
feit all  his  lanib,  tenements,  and  possessions, 
which  he  had  in  fee  simple  by  descent,  or  pui> 
chase,  or  otherwise,  at  the  day  of  the  treason 
couunitted,  or  after,  or  that  any  one  held  to 
bis  use,  to  the  king  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

The  D.  of'  Gloucester,  the  Earls  of  Arundel 
and  Warwick,  and  Tho,  Mortimer,  impeached.'] 
And  now  came  on  the  other  proceedings  of 
this  pari,  s^ainst  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  and 
the  earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  contained 
in  several  articles  of  Impeachment  then  brought 
a|^ainst  them,  by  wa;^  of  bill,  by  the  Lords  Ap- 
pellants, mentioned  in  the  council  at  Notting- 
bam.  The  bill,  as  appears  by  the  record  it- 
9e\!t\  was  directed  to  the  king  in  pari,  and  is  to 
this  effect.  First,  it  sets  forth,  «  That  the 
duke  of  Gloucester,  and  the  earl  of  Arundel, 
designing  to  encroach,  and  have  the  govt,  of 
jour  royal  person  and  kinedom,  with  the  liber- 
ties and  dignities  thereof  as  well  within  this 
kingdom,  as  without;  wlien  the  pad.  sat  at 
Westm.  in  the  10th  of  your  reign,  they  sent  a 
peer  of  the  land  to  you,  who  on  their  behalf, 
and  by  their  command,  told  your  mi^esty,  tliat 

Vol.  t 


if  you  would  not  consent  to  make  to  tliem, 
and  othei:s  whom  ihey  should  name,  such  a 
commission,  whereby  they  might  have  ll»e 
govt,  in  the  manner  as  is  above  related,  you 
should  be  in  danser  of  your  life,  and  die  lords 
and  commons  of  pari,  would  depart  without 
your  leave ;  and  then  you  slioulu  see  in  what 
a  miserable  condition  you  would  be ;  so  that 
in  very  foar  of  their  power,  you  then  granti'd  ^ 
suck  a  cummission  as  they  desired."  Ke\t 
•follows  the  commission  itself,  (see  p.  191/, 
and  then  the 

Articles  of  ImpcacJtment 
go  on  thus :  I.  "  The  said  duke  and  carl  of 
Arundel,  to  accomplish  their  traiierous  nupj 
poses,  and  to  have  your  royal  person  in  their . 
power,  ordered,  as  they  pleased,  the  govt,  of 
your  whole  state,  uith  the  laws  and  digni.ic|^ 
thereof,  and  prc\*ailcd  with  Tho.  earl  of  War- 
wick, and  Tho.  Mortimer  to  join  with  thein 
in  their  traiterous  doiiign;  wlio,  by  agreement, 
as  traitoi's  to  the  king  and  kingdomj  all  ih^^ 
and  assembled  on  the  l3th  of  Nov.  in  the  11th 
of  your  reign,  at  Haringnv-Park  in  Middle- 
sex, with  a  great  number  of  people  armed  ana 
arrayed,  and  made  divers  of  vour  liege-peoplo 
in  several  paits  of  your  realm,  to  rise,  and ' 
march  with  them  against  your  roval  person, 
contrary  to  their  legiance,  and  woufd  not  come 
before  your  presence,  until  they  were  secured 
by  your  oath  that  they  might  come,  and  re- 
turn safely ;  and  then  tney  all  appeared  before 
you  in  your  palace  at  Westm.  with  a  great 
force  of  armed  men,  and  traiterously  con- 
strained you  to  take  them  into  your  safe  pro- 
tection, against  your  will  and  jDleasure." — IT. 
"  The  said  duke,  the  carls  of  Arundel  and 
Warwick,  and  Tho.  Mortimer,  continuing  their 
traiterous  purposes,  by  force  and  violence,  did 
take,andimprison  divers  ofyour  hege-p^ple,and 
amongst  others,  sir  Simon  Burley,  and  brought 
him  to  your  paH.  held  on  the  mopow  of  the 
purificaUon,  in  the  11th  of  your  reign,  and 
there  suggested  divers  points  of  high  crimes 
and  treason  against  him,  and  the  advice  of 
every  lord  then  present  was  asked,  concerning 
the  crimes  of  tlie  said  Simon,  and  afterwards 
the  duke  and  earls  would  know  your  advice 
and  opinion;  and  you  answered  plainly,  he 
was  not  Guilty  in  any  point  objected  against 
him.  And  after  thut,  die  duke  and  earls 
caused  you  to  come  into  a  secret  place  at 
Westm.  and  there  shewed  von  the  particu- 
lars of  the  crimes  abovesaid.  To  v  hom  you 
then  answered  likewise,  that  the  said  Simon 
was  not  Guilty  in  any  of  those  points.  And 
there  they  took  upon  them  traiterously  to  hav« 
you  by  force  consent  to  the  judgment  thej 
bad  designed  against  him ;  and  yet  you  would 
not  consent  to  any  judgment  to  be  given 
against  the  said  Sunon.  Yet  ncvertheiesji, 
the  said  duke  and  earls  took  upon  them 
royal  power,  in  prejudice  of  vou,  and  in  de- 
rogation to  your  crown,  andl  without  your 
assent,  and  contrary  to  your  will,  in  yo\xt  ab- 
sence, and  in  the  absence  of  many  other  peers 
of  pari,  without  their  assent,  and  against  th^ 
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villy,  they  awarded  that  the  sitid  Simon  shouW 
te  drawn,  hanged  and  beheaded;  and  tliere- 

•  Ujpon  they  traKerou&ly  caosed  his  head  to  he 
stfhck  off,  against  your  peace,  crown,  majesty 
and  dignity."— III.  "  The  aforesaid  duke,  earls, 
and  Tno.  Mortimer,  eontihuing  their  mah'ci- 
^us,  false  and  traiterous  purposes  and  force,, 
ftt  Huntington,  on  Thursday  the  6th  of  Dec. 

'in  the  said  11th  yeaV,  trwteroUsly  agreed, 
ind  inCended  to  have  gone  with  their  force:)  to 
uny  place  of  the  kingdom;  where  they  might 
hxve  t'oond  your  royal  persan,  to  haVe  sur- 

*  rendered  to  you  their  houiage^liege,  and  to 
teitve  icj)6sea  you  ;  and  this  they  would  have 

♦      'done,  had.  they  not  been  hindered  by  H.  of 
•    Lancaster  eflti.of  Derby,  and  Tho,  Mowbray 
«arl  of  Nottingham.    And  the  said  duke  and 
'earls  continuing  their  traiterous  intention  and 
Toice,  by  agreement  between  them,-  caused 
the  records  in  your  treasury,  o£  the  time  of 
your  great  grandfather  king  liclw.  to  be  scarch- 
>»d,  how  he   demised    his  crown;    and   they 
shewed  to  you  in  writing  the  causes  of  the 
•  €l;.'mise  of  his  cro^wn  in  your  palace  at  \Yostm.' 
in  the  time   of  pari,  in  the  said  11th   year, 
^nd  tliey  said  falsely  and  traiterously  tliut  they 
liad  cause  sufficient  to  de^x^se  you,  but  for  the 
ircvercncc  they  had  for  your  most  noble  jjrand- 
father  and  hrther ;  and  tltey  said  albo,  that  in 
bopcs  of  your  better  govt.,  they  would  suffer 
you  to  continue  in  your  royal  estate  and  re- 
gahty.'* — TV.  "  Which  treasons  so   imagined, 
ilone  and  perpetrated  by  the  afore»ai<l  duke, 
%arls,  and  I'ho.  Mortimrr,  against  your  royal 
■person,    estate,    majesty   and   dignity,    as   is 
above   declared :    %vc   the   Appellants    (there 
tia4r.ed)  your  l«>yal  lieges,  have  been  and  are 
ready  to  prove  against  the  said  dnke,  the  earls 
T>£  Arundel  and  Warwick,  andTho,  Mortimer 
Xs  you,  our  most  dread  lord,  and  this  high 
and  honourable  court,  your  pari,  sh^  order." 
'    These  articles  having  been  read,  the  Lords 
Appellants  prayed  the  kiu^  that  the  accused 
might  be  brought  before  him,  in  pari,  to  make 
their  answer.    Accordingly,  Ralpn  lord  Nevil, 
constable  of  the  tower,  there  pi-esent,  had  or- 
ders, to  bring  before  them  Rd.  earl  of  Arundel, 
his  prisoner,  which  he  did,  on  the  4th*  day  of 
this  session  of  pari.    The  duke  of  Lancaster, 
being  constituted  lord  high  steward  of  England, 
pro  Yiac  vice,  told  the  prisoner,  that  he  wa5  im- 
peached of  divers  acts  of  High-Treason,  and  the 
appeal   being  read  to  him,  his   answer  was, 
**  That  he  had  a  general  pardon  in  the  pari, 
held  in  the  lltli  ot  the  king ;  as  also  a  charter 
of  pai-don  made  to  him  within  0  years  last  past, 
both  which  he  prayed  might  be  allowed."   Tlie 
lord  hich  steward  told  the  earl,  by  bommand 
ofthe  Ki  g  and  consent  of  pail,  that,  "The 
pardon  granted  in  the- 1 1th  year,  was  made  by 
»    constraint  upon  the  king,  by  the  said  duke, 
eaiis  and  others  of  tl>eir  party,  assuming  to 
themseKes  royal  power,  m  prejudice  to  the 
king;  his  royal  estate,  crown  and  dignity ;  and 
that  the  charter  of  pardon  was  miidc  in  deceit 
of  the  king,  and  expressly  aj^ainbt  him  aufi  hi^ 
fm^al  dignity  •-  wiierefbrc,  upon  the  rc^picst  of 


the  commons,  by  consent  of  the  king  and  att 
the  estates  of  pari,  the  said  pardon  and  charter 
had  been  in  this  pari,  repealed  and  made  void.** 
The  earl"  was  asked  if  he  had  any  thing  more  to 
say,  and  he  being  sflent,  sirWm.  Clojiton,  chiel' 
justice  of  the  king's  bench,  by  the  king's  com- 
mand, declared  to  him  thelaw,  and  tlie  punisi*' 
nient  he  must  undergo,  if  he  pleaded  notliinc 
else,  for  if  he  did  not,  he  would  be  c6n\*ict  and 
attainted  of  alt  the  matters  objected  against 
him.  But  upon  the  earl's  stiH  insisting  on  his 
•charter  and  pardon^  and  deman.ding  the  allow- 
■ance  of  them,  the  Lords  Appellants,  in  their 
proper  persons,  prayed  the  King,  "  That  i^ 
would  pleasir  him  to  ^ivt  judgment  upon  him  as 
convict  of  all  the  pomts  on  which  ^e  was  ac- 
cused. 

The  Earl  of  Arundel  convicted,'^  Tlien  the 
lord  high  steward,  by  command  ot  the  king,  att 
the  lords  temporal,  and  sirTho.  Piercy,.pi;octor 
for  the  clerey,  as  before  taken  notice  ot^  ad- 
judgi'd  the'' said  earl  of  Arundel,  "  (5uilty  and 
convict  of  all  tlie  points  on  which  he  stood  aj>- 
pealdd,  and  as  a  traitor  to  the  king  and  realm, 
to  be  drawn,  hanged,  beheaded,  and  quartered. 
And  farther,  because  his  treasons  were  of  so 
liigh  a  natui-e,  as  to  have  gone  about  to  surren- 
der their  liege  homage,  and  depose  the  king, 
and  that  his  levying  war  was  so  uotori(/Us,  the 
said  lord  high  steward,  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, awarded  that  all  his  castles,  manors, 
lands,  tenements,  reversions,  fees,  and  every 
other  manor  of  inheritance,  as  well  in  fee-tail 
as  fee-simple,  which  were  the  said  earl  of 
Arundurs  on  the  19th  of  Nov.  in  the  lOth  of 
the  kinu,  or  afterwards ;  and  also  all  the  lands 
and  tenements  of  which  other  persons  were  in- 
feoffcd  to  his  use,  the  said  19th  of  Nov.  or  af- 
terwards,  witJi  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  should 
lie  forfeited  to  tlie  king  and  his  Heirs  for  ever." 
But  die  king  graciously  remitted  that  part  of 
his  sentence  (S being  drawn,  hanged  and  quar- 
tered ;  and  to  shew  eouity  as  well  ad  rigour^ 
the  king  and  lords,  both  spiritual  and  tempo- 
ral, declared,  tliat  it  \>as  not  their  intentioiv 
that  the  lands  and  tenements,  fees  or  any  other 
inheritance  of  wliich  the  said  earl  stood  infc- 
offed,  to  the  use  of  another,  shoaM  in  any  man- 
ner be  forfeited  by  reisonof  this  judgment. 

Tlie^d.  of  Gloucester,  though  deuji,  declared 
guilty  of  High-Treason  J\  On  the  same  day 
that  Uie  earl  of  Amiulel  was  brought  into  pari. 
and  tried  and  convicted,  the  king  directed  his 
warrant  to  Thomas  earl  marshal^  governor  ©f 
the  town  of  Calais,  or  to  his  lieut.  signifying 
that  he  should  bring  over  the  body  of  Tho. 
duke  of  Gloucester,  wiUi  all  the  sjpeed  he 
could,  to  answer  to  divers  articles  ot  ti-eason 
objected  against  him,  in  pari,  by  the  Appel- 
lants, according  to  the  law  and  custdJn  used 
in  Enirland ;  ana  further  to  receive  tlwrordcrs  oF 
the  kinj;  and  pari,  coirccriiiug  hinu  This  writ 
"bears  date  at,  Wcs^tip.in^i^er,  Sept.  21^  llie. 
i<  tnni  of  the  earl  marshal  to  this  warraiil,  was, 
*/.Thal  lie  could  not  bring  tlie  said  duke.liefore 
the  kiii<:  ^ud  his  couiU;ii  in  that  pari,  for  thai 
being  hi  his  custody,  in  the  king's  prison  at  Ca- 
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lais^  be  Uu^redied/'  This  return  was  made 
Sept.  24.  Upon  tlie  reading  of  this  uiirrant 
*nd  return  b  piirl.  the  Lords  Appcilimts  prayr 
ed  the  kin^  **  lliat  the  said  duKe  of  Glouces- 
ter might  be  dectarcrl  a  traitor  and  nn  enemy 
to  hiui ;  as  having  levied  ivar  in  this  kingdom 
against  Iris  person  and  contrai^y  to  lus  liUecir 
auce.  And  that  all  his  lands,  tenements, 
goods  and  cliattcls  mi^ht  be  forfeited ;  as,  in 
this  case,  jiotwithstandmg  his  death,  they  ouglit 
to  be.'  Then  tlie  Commons  prayed  the  king 
and  lords,  ^  That  «ince  it  was  notonously 
known  to  his.  ma  j,  and  all  the  estates  of  this 
pari,  and  to  all  tl)c  kingdom,  tliat  the  said  duke 
and  others  of  his  party,  assembled  at  Ilaring- 
way,  in  the  county  of  M^dlescx,  with  a  great 
number  of  people  armed  and  arrayed  to  make 
war  against  tlie  king,  contrary  to  their  allo- 

S'ance,  and  came  with  those  forces  into  the 
ng's  presence,  which  was  levying  war  against 
their  hege-lord,  tliat  he  might  Siereupon  be 
adjudged  a5  a  traitor,  and  his  lands,  tenements, 
^c.  notwithstanding  his  death  before,  forfeited." 
Whereupon,  all  the  lords  temporal,  and  the 
afbresaia  sir  Tho.  Fiercy,  proctor  for  tlie  clergy, 
declared  that  the  said  cnme  and  treason  was 
notoriously  known  to  them  and  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  wherefore  they,  with  the  king's  assent, 
declared  him  guilty  of  levying  war  as  a  traitor, 
and  adjudged  "  all  his  castles,  lands,  manors, 
&c.  which  l^e  was  possessed  of  on  the  13th  of 
Nov.  in  the  llth  year  of  this  reign,  to  be  for-? 
fcited  to  the  king  aiid  his  heirs ;  and  that  none 
pf  his  issue,  or  heirs  of  his  body,  or  their  issue 
or  heirs  in  time  -to  come,  should  ever  bear  the 
roj^al  IMTOS.  of  England  enth^,  or  with  ditlei-r 
ence;  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever, 
should  inherit  the  crown  of  England.** 

The  lyuh^s  Confession  zchile  in    Prison,'] 
On  the  25th  of  Sept*  the  said  Appellants  pmyccl 
the  king  in  ftdl  pari,  that  if  there  was  any  tiling 
upon  fecord,  either  by  confession  of  any  per^ 
son  accused,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever 
touching  their  appeal,  that  it  might  be  openly 
known  and  declared  in  full  pari.     Upon  which 
petition,  by  the  advice  qf  the  lords  temporal, 
the  king  commanded  that  a  commission  bearing 
date  the  ITth  of  Aug/lastpajt,  directed  to  »ir 
Wm.  Hickhiil,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  coiut 
mon  bench,  tc^ether  with  a  confession  made 
|>efbrehim)  byTha  late  duke  of  Gloucester, 
bv  virtze  pf  the  abovesaid  commission,  with 
me  return  qf  that  commission,  be  read  in  pari, 
Tbe  dnke*s  confession  is  in  old  Ehuli^h,  and  de- 
sejT^  particul^  notice,  as  a  specimen  of  the 
fiegiiice  of  the  English  tongue  in  those  days : — 
^  lljis  ^  the  answer  of  Wm,  Rickhill  to  the 
coraimsQiori  of  his  liege  lord  the  king.    Tho. 
duke"^  of  Gloucester,  be  the  name  of  Tho. 
Woodstock,  tlic  /ear  of  tlie  king  Richard  21, 
in  the  castle  of  Ci^leys,  by  vertue  of  a  com- 
mission of  the  kin^,  at  it  is  more  plainly  de- 
clared in  the  s^ne,  dh-ected  to  Wm.  Rickill 
■  lostice,  hath'  I  know  and  confessed  to  fore 
the  itame  Wm.  all  the  matters  and  points  I 
vrote  in  this  great  roll  annexed  to  this  schc- 
^vie^  the  wl^cb  schedule  and  |rcat  roll  both 


^  sealed  under  the  seal  of  th^  aforesaid  Wm. 
and"  ail  the.  matters  and  points  I  know  andj 
confessed  by  the  afore^id  dxika  in  the  castle 
of  CalcN's,  the  foresaid  dnke  be  his  owa 
hand  fully  and  plainly  t  wrote,  and  delivered 
it  po  the  same  Wm.  Rickhill  touching  this 
matter  as  it  was  done  in  tlie  presence  o^ 
John  Lancaster,  and  John  Lovetofl,  and  in 
none  other  manner." 

**  I  Thomas  of  Woodstock,  the  zear  of  my 
lord  the  khv^  21,  bu  the  vertue  of  a  comv^is>ioa 
of  my  lord  the  king,  tlie  same  zoar  directed  t^. 
Wm.  Rickhill  justice,  the  which  is"  compre- 
hended more  plainly  in  the  foresaid  commis* 
sion,  kno\vleche  th^t  I  was  one  with"  stei-yngc 
of  other  men^  to  assent  tg  the  making  of  a  com- 
mission,  in  the   which  commission  I  among, 
other,  restraitied  my  lord  of  his  freedom,  ana 
took  upon  nie  among  others  po^pr  regal,  truly 
not  knowing  ne  witting,  that  time  that  I  did 
against  his  estate,  nor  his  rovaltje,  vu>  I  did  aft^r, 
and  do  now  ;  and  forasmuch  as  I  knew  after-r 
ward  that  I  had  done  wrong,  and  rake  upon  mc 
more  than  I  ought  to  do,  I  8ubmitte<l  me  to 
my  lord,  and  cried  him  mercy  and  grace,  antj 
yet  do  as  truly  and  as  meekly  as  aiiy  miin  niay. 
and  put  me  nigh  and  low  in  his  mercy  anij^ 
grace,  as  he  hath  always  been  full  of  mercy 
and  grace  to  all  other,     Also,  in  that  timc^ 
that  1  came  armed  into  my  lord's  presence, 
and  into  his  palace,  howsoever  that  I  did  it  for 
drede  of  my  life,  I  knowlcche  for  certain,  thiit 
I  did  evil,  anrl  against  his  rej^aliiie,  and   his 
estate,  wherefore  1  submit  me  lowly  and  meek- 
ly to  his  mercy,   and  to  his  grat'c.     Also,  in 
that  I  took  my  lord's  letters  of  liis  messages,' 
and  opened  them  against  his  leuvq,  I  know- 
leche  that  I  did  evil,  wherefore  I  put  mc  l<(}wly 
in  his  gi-ace.     Also,  in  that,  that  I  sclaundrcQ, 
my  lord,  I  knowledi,  that  I  did  evil  and  wick-" 
edly,  nv  that,  that  I  spake  to  him  iu  sclaun- 
dcrous  wi!^c,  in  autlicnce  pf  other  folk ;  hot  by* 
the  way,  that  my  soul  shnll  too,  I  meant  none 
evil  therein,  nevertheless  I  wot  and  knowleche  , 
that  I  did  evil  and  unkindly,  wherefore  I  su|)-, 
mit  me  high  and  low  in  his  grace.     Also,  in 
that  I  among  otlier,  communed  and  a^ked  of 
certain  clercs,  whether  that  we  might  give  up 
our  homage  for  drede  of  our  lives  or  not,  and 
whether  that  we  were  assentid  thereto  for  to  do 
it,  trewly  an3  by  my  troth,  I  ne  have  how  none 
full  mind  thereof  but  I  trowe  rather  yes,  tlum 
nay,   wherefore  I  submit  me  high  and   low 
c\'ermore   in  his  ^race.     Also,  in  that,  that  I 
was  in  place,  where  it  was  communed,,  and 
spoken  m  manner  of  deposaJ  of  my  liege  lord, 
truly  I  knowlech  well,   that  we  wc^  assentid 
thereto  for  two  days  or  three,  and  then  were 
for  to  have  done  our  homage  and  our  othcs^ 
and  put  him  as  higldy  in  his  estate  as  ever  he 
was  J  but  for^outh  there  |  knowlech  that  I  did 
untruly,  i^^d  unkindly  as  to  him,  that  is  my 
liege  lo'rd^  and  hath  been  so  good  and  kind 
lord  to  me,  wheretbre  I  besQCch  to  him,  not- 
withstanding m/A  unklndncss,  evermore  gf  his 
mercy  arid  of  his  grace,  as  lowly  as  any  creor 
tnrc  maj  b^licc^  \\  lA^to  hn  Uc|e  Iprd.'   A^ 
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as  of  any  new  thing  or  ordenance,  that  ever  I 
should  have  m  itting  or  known,  ordtiined  or  as- 
sentid,  privy  or  appert,-  that  should  have  been 
against  my  lord's  estiite,  or  his  will  or  any  that 
longeth  about  him,  syth  that  day  I  swore  unto 
him  at  Langely,  on  God's  body  truly,  and  by 
that  othe  that  I  there  made,  I  never  knew  of 
fathering  against  him,  ne  none  other  that 
longeth  unto  him.  And  as  touchint;  these 
points,  that  I  have  made  confession  of  to  sir 
Wra.  Rickhill  justice,  in  the  which  I  wot  well, 
tliat  I  have  otTendcn  my  lord  unkindly  and 
imtruly,  as  I  have  said  before,  how  that  I  have 
in  all  these  points  offended  him,  and  done 
against  him,  trewly  and  as  I  will  answer  before 
God  it  was  my  meaning  and  my  weaning  to  do 
the  best  for  his  pei-son  and  for  his  estate  ;  ne- 
vertheless I  wot  well,  and  know  well  nowc, 
that  my  deeds  and  my  workings  were  against 
my  intent ;  but  by  the  way  that  my  soul  shall 
too,  of  these  points  and  of  all  other  the  which 
that  I  done  of  negligence  and  of  mikunning,  it 
was  never  myne  intent  ne  my  will,  ne  for  my 
thought  for  to  dp  a  thing  that  should  have  be^n 
distresse  or  harming  against  the  satety  of  my 
liege  lord's  p€rs9ne,  as  I  will  answer  before 
God  at  the  day  of  judgment.  And  therefore 
I  beseech  my  lieke  and  ^vereign  lord  the  king, 
tliat  he  will  of  his  grace  and  benignity  accept 
me  to  his  mercy  and  his  grace,  as  I  that  put 
my  life,  my  body  and  my  goods,  wholly  at  his 
xvil),  as  lowly  as  meekly  as  any  creature  can  do 
or  nmy  do  to  his  liese  lord ;  beseeching  to  his 
High  lordship,  that  he  will  for  the  passion  of 
iiiin  that  sufiei^  for  all  mankind,  ana  the  com- 
passion that  he  had  for  his  mother  on  the 
crosse',  and  the  piry  he  had  of  Mary  Magdalen, 
that  he  will  vouchsafe  for  tb  have  compassion 
and  pity,  and  to  accept  me  to  his  mercy  and 
to  his  grace;  as  he  that  hath  ever  been  hiH  of 
mercy  and  of  graoe  to  all  his  lieges,  and  to  aJl 
other  that  have  nought  been  so  nigh  unto  him 
as  I  have  been,  though  I  been  unworthy." 

Aflcr  tiiis  return  to  die  commission  had  been 
read,  the  Appellants  prayed,  that  sir  Wm. 
Rickhill,  approved  for  his  loyalty  and  discre- 
tion, might  be  commanded  by  the  king  upon 
his  allegiance  to  declare  the  truth  touching  tliis 
Confession ;  who,  in  the  presence  of  the  king, 
the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons 
in  pari,  said  and  declared,  "  that  about  8 
b'dock  before  noon,  he  came  within  the  cjistle 
of  Calais,  to  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  who  was 
then  of  good  memory  and  out  of  prison.  That 
be  shewed  him  his  commission,  and  the  cause 
of  his  coming,  in  the  presence  of  John  Lancas- 
ter and  jQhn  Lovctolt;  and  desired  that  what 
lie,  the  said  duke,  had  to  say  to  it  he  woiUd 
put  down  in  writing,  and  then  he  departed. 
Returning  to  him  about  9  of  the  clock,  in  tlif; 
afternoon  of 'the  same  day,  the  duke  read  in 
writing  the  said  Confession,  with  Iws  own 
mouth,  and  gave  the  ^ame  to  Wm.  Rickhill 
with  his  own  hand.  Further;  Wm.  Rickhill 
said  to  the  j^aid  duke,  that  if  there  was  any 
thifig  more  t.juchin^  this  matter,  that  Lc  v/ould 
flpetOc  it  for  the  kiiig's  Siitisfiwition,  and  the 


knowledge  of  the  whole  truth  of  the  a^r. 
Whereupon  the  duke  said  he  liad  forgot  one 
thing  that  then  came  into  his  memory,  that 
he  said  to  his  majesty,  *  if  he  designed  to  be 
king,  he  must  not  intercede  for  sir  Sunon  Bur- 
Icy,  to  save  him  from  death.*  And  he  desired 
the  said  Wm.  Rickhill  to  shew  this  to  the  king 
by  word  of  mouth.'*    See  Brady,  p.  411. 

The  Earl  of  Woruick  conru-tcd,}  On  the 
20th  of  Sept.  the  constable  of  the  Tower 
brought  before  tlie  pari.  Tho.  earl  of  War- 
wick, who  was  told  by  the  duke  of  Lancaster, 
that  he  was  accused  by  Ed\v.  earl  of  Rutland, 
and  the  other  AppcUaiiis,  there  named,  of  di- 
vers High  Treasons,  which  were  all  compre- 
hended in  two  articles:  that  of  assembling 
vith  force  and  armed  men  at  Hariiigay,  &c. 
and  the  charge  about  sir  Simon  Burley,  which 
were  drawn  up  in  the  same  words  as  in  the 
case  of  the  earl  of  xVrundcl.  To  all  which  he 
answered  with  tears,  *  that  he  well  understood 
those  troiisons  and  wicked  deeds;  thathc  waa 
guilty  of  them,  and  put  himself  upon  the  king's 
ndercy  and  grace."  Upon  which  the  duke  of 
Lancaster  pronounced  the  very  same  sentence 
against  him,  in  all  things,  as  he  had  done  a- 
gainst  the  eaH  of  Aniudel.  But,  adds  the  re- 
cord, the  king,  moved  with  pity,  to  the  reve- 
rence and  honour  of  God,  at  the  prayer  of  the 
Appellants,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons  in  pari,  remitted  part  of  the 
said  iudgment,  and  granted  him  liis  life;  so 
that  his  sentence  was,  "  to  rcmain  prisoner  in 
the  Isle  of  Man  during  his  life,  upon  condition 
tliat  if  any  means  were  made  use  of  to  the 
king  or  his  heirs,  to  gain  him  any  further  fk" 
vour,  or  if  he  i^hould  make  liis  escape,  then  the 
judgment  should  be  put  in  execution,  and  the 
king's  grace  should  be  void."  This  done,  tho 
conunons  before  tlie  king  in  pari,  affirmed  the 
said  appeals  to  be  all  good  and  lawful. 

Ttiomas  Mortimer  fnakes  hit  escapcl  After- 
wards the  lords  Appellants  impeached  Thomas 
Mortimer  of  the  treasons  comprised  in  the 
said  accusation;  but  he,  being  then  in  Ireland, 
fled  into  the  mountains  to  the  Irish  rebeb  for  pro- 
tection. A  proclamation  was  thereupon  ordered 
in  pai-l.  to  be  made  througliout  Ireland,  that  he 
should  surrender  himself  in  England  within  3 
months,  to  answer  to  the  impeachment,  or  else 
be  declared  a  traitor;  and  ml  his  manors,  cas- 
tles, lands,  and  tenements,  ic.  which  he  wa.* 
possessed  of  on  the  13rh  of  Nov.  as  in  the  for- 
mer cases,  should  be  forfeited  to  the  king. 

PromntionsA  After  these  severe  procced- 
injrs,  the  king,  in  some  measure,  to  reward  the 
loyalty  of  the  nobihty,  made  sevend  new  cre- 
atious  in  this  pari,  tor,  on  Michaelmas-day, 
Ify.  carl  of  Derby,  was  made  duke  of  Here- 
ford; Edw.  earl  of  Rutland,  duke  of  Albe- 
marle; Tho.  Holland,  eavl  of  Kent,  duke  of 
Surrey;  Jn.  Holland,  earl  of  Huntington,  duke 
of  KxitiT,  both  the  king's  half  brothers;  Tho. 
Mo>vliray,  earl  of  Nottingham,  duke  of  Nor- 
folk ;  Jn.  Beaufort  wjls  made  e:u*l  of  Somerset, 
and  murotiis  of  D'Mvct;  Tho.  lord  De^nc^, 
earl  of    Cloucciter;    Ralph  Ncvile,  eai^  of 
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Wcstmoreiand;  Tho.  Pien^,  earl  of  Worces- 
ter; and  Wm.  Scroop,  eari  of  Wiltshire.  Af- 
ter uhich,  this  pari,  was  adjourned  to  the  27th 
Jan.  to  be  then  held'  at  Shrewsbury,  and  all 
things  till  then  were  to  remain  in  the  same 
state  and  condition. 

At  the  time  appointed,  Jan.  27,  1398,  thi^ 
pari,  met  at  Shrewsbury;  and  on  the  day  of 
their  reassembling,  the  lord  chanc.  put  them  in 
mind  **  that  tim  pari,  was  first  summoned  to 
Westminster,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  that 
Holy  Church  might  enjoy  all  her  liberties  and 
franchises;  and  the  knighu,  citizens,  and  bur- 
l^cascs  theirs  also,  as  strongly  as  tliey  ever  did 
in  former  times.  That  there  might  be  no  more 
governors  in  the  kingdom  timn  one;  also  that 
the  laws  might  be  duly  obeyed  and  executed, 
as  he  more  fully  explained  to  them  in  setliq^i 
forth  and  declaring  the  cause  of  this  purlt.^ 
The  chancellor  then  applied  himself  particu- 
larly to  the  commons,  imd  said,  "  That  the 
king  w  anted  to  be  informed  by  thcnn,  hoiv  the 
chai-gc  should  be  borne  for  the  defence  of 
England,  Ireland,  Guyenne,  the  marshes  of 
Calais,  and  also  those  of  Scotland,  in  caJsc  they 
kept  not  the  four  year's  truce,  which  was  to 
end  at  Michaelmas  next.'' 

Proceedings  of  the  Pari,  of  the  Uth  Year, 
annulled.]  ,  In  this  scssioji,  the  I^rds  Appel- 
lants, vie.  ati  Edw.  duke  of  Albemarle,  Thos. 
duke  of  Surrey,  Jn.  duke  of  Exeter,  Jn.  marq. 
of  Doi-set,  John  eaj-1  of  Salisbury,  Thos.  earl 
Gloucester,  and  Wm.  earl  of  Wiltshire,  set 
forth  t*  the  king,  tliat  certain  lords,  lately  con- 
vict and  attainted,  viz.  the  duke  of  Gloucester, 
"with  the  carls  of  Anmdel  and  Wanvick,  by 
Goertion  and  compulsion,  Iiad  made  him  sum- 
mon a  pari,  at  Westminster,  on  the  morrow 
after  Candlemas,  in  the  lltli  of  his  reign; 
where  were  particularly  recited  all  the  ques- 
tions and  answers,  formerly  put  to  and  inade 
by  sir  Rob.  Tresiliun,  chief  justice,  with  the 
other  judges  and  king's  Serjeants  at  Notting- 
ham, as  are  already  recited. — See  p.  194.  Then 
the  Questions  imd  Answers  of  the  judges,  made 
at  the  time  aforesaid,  were  read  over  before 
the  king,  lords,  and  conmions;  and  all  the 
estates  m  pari,  were  .severally  asked,  "  What 
they  thought  of  those  answers?"  who  said, 
*^  'fhey  thought  the  judges  had  made  and 
given  their  answers  dulv'  and  lawfully,  as  good 
and  liege  people  of  the  king  ought  to  fio." 
Ai^er  which,  sir  Tho.  Skelton,  learned  in  the 
law,  Wm.  Uankeford,  and  Wm.  Brenckly,  the 
king'*  Serjeants,  said,  "  The  answers  were  good 
and  lawful,  and  if  the  same  question  had  been 
put  to  themf,  they  would  have  given  the  same 
ftinswer."  William  Thiming,  chief  justice  of 
the  king's  bench,  said,  "  The  declaration  of 
treason,  not  already  declared,  belonged  to  pari. ; 
but,  were  he  a  lord  or  peer  of  p:irl.  and  had 
been  asked,  he  would  have  spoke  in  t^e  same 
manner.'*  So,  likewise,  Wm.  Rickhill,  a  judp 
of  the  common  pleas,  and  Wm.  Clopton,  chief 
justice  of  the  cou^mon  bench,  answered  and 
termed  the  tame  thinp;  therefore,  the  former 
imfcwersofthejudgeis,in  the  llthyear  of  the 


king,  were  judged  and  held  to  be  good  and  suf- 
ficient, by  this  pari."— Then,  by  the  assent  of 
the  lords  spiritual  and  tempond,  the  procurators 
of  the  clergy,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  com- 
mons, by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  judges 
there  present,  it  was  decreed,  ordained,  and 
established,  *'  that  tlie  pari,  holden  tlie  said 
1 1th  year,  shall  be  clearly  annulled  and  held 
for  none,  as  being  done  without  the  authority, 
and  against  tlie  will  and  liberty  of  the  king, 
and  the  right  of  his  crown ;  and  tliat  all  the 
judgments,  statutes,  and  ordinances,  made  in 
the  same,  with  tdl  things  depending  upon  thcm« 
shall  be  revoked  and  aunuUed,  reversed  and 
repealed,  and  held  for  none;  and  that  all 
lands,  tenements,  fees,  advowsons,  and  other 
possessions,  seized  as  forfeit,  by  colour  af  the 
said  judgment,  shall  be  restored  and  delivered 
to  them  wlio  were  condemned  or  put  out,  or 
else  to  their  heirs ;  and  to  them  that  hai'e  any 
cause  of  action,  or  title  of  right,  all  maimer  of 
lihcrties  mid  tranchises  as  they  had  at  any 
time,  with  restitution  of  goods  and  chattels." 

In  this  ses5ion.  Thos.  Mortimer,  impeached 
in  the  last,  htid  Lime  ^ivcn  him  to  make  his  ap- 
peaninco  and  take  his  trial,  which  he  not  Ho- 
Jn?,  U)o  duke  of  J^ncaster,  as  lord  high  stew- 
ard, with  the  consent  of  the  lords  tempond, 
and  the  earl  of  Wiltshire,  then  proctor  for  the 
prelates  and  clergy,  gave  sentence  and  .-idg- 
inciit  ngainst  him,  according  to  the  teuor  of  the 
proclamation. 

Sir  J.  Cobham  impeached,']  On  the  same 
day,  Jan.  28,  came  on  the  trial  of  John  de  > 
Cohham,  knight,  who  liad  been  impeached  by 
the  commons  in  the  last  session,  for  the  same 
crimes  that  Thos.  Mortimer  was,  viz.  that  he, 
sitting  in  judgment,  awarded  Simon  Burley  and 
James  Bcrners,  knights,  to  be  executed  as  be- 
fore, without  the  king's  assent,  in  his  absence, 
and  in  the  absence  of  many  peers  of  pari,  w  ho 
arose  and  would  not  sit  in  such  iudgment,  &c. 
against  the  peace  of  the  kin^,  his  crown  and 
dignity.  The  duke  of  Surrey,  m  whose  custody 
this  sir  John  Cohham  was,  brought  him  into 
purl,  to  answer  to  the  Articles  alledged  against 
him,  and  the  duke  of  Lancaster  told  hiuf,  that 
he  was  accused  and  impeached  by  the  com- 
mons for  the  treasons  aforesaid,  and  command- 
ed hini  to  answer  at  his  peril.  Upon  hearing 
the  impeachment  read,  the  knight  said,  "That 
as  to  the  making  of  the  commission  he  was  not 
guilty;  and  as  to  the  use  and  exercise  of  tlie 
smne,  he  said  he  did  not  meddle  tvith  it  without 
the  king's  coiAmand^  and  that  lie  went  to  the  k. 
and  told  him,  he,  with  others,  were  made  com- 
missioners, but  that  he  would  not  ^t  accord- 
ing to  the  commission  without  the  king's  li- 
cence, who  thereupon  commanded  him  to  act.** 
To  this  the  king  himself  answered,  "  That  he 
was  under  such  govt,  at  that  time^  that  he  could 
say  no  otherwise,  by  reason  of  such  as  were 
then  about  hmi ;  but  that  the  commission  was 
made  against  his  will  the  said  John  Cohham 
could  not  deny."  As  to  tlie  judgment  and 
award  made  against  the  said  Shnon  an^  Jamtis, 
the  prisoner  said,  "  He  was  told  by  those  who- 
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were  then  masters,  that  it  was  the  king's  will 
iuch  judgment  iind  award  should  be  made." — 
Upon  the^e  answers,  the  commons  prayed  the 
king  to  give  judgment  againnt  him,  as  convict 
and  attainted  of  the  nse  and  exercise  of  the 
oommission,  &c.  Whereupon  the  lord  hi^jh 
steward,  by  consent  as  aforesaid,  Kave  judc;- 
ment  against  the  said  Jolm  de  Cobham,  as  m 
the  case  of  the  earl  of  Arundel.  But  all  tho»e 
judgments  the  king  graciously  pardoned ;  y^t 
80  that  he  was  to  he  a  prisoner  in  the  isle  of 
Jentey  during  his  life. 

A  Subsidj/  grafitcdfor  the  Kin^s  Life]  On 
the  last  day  of  this  pail.  Jan.  HI,  the  commons, 
with  the  assent  ot  the  lords,  granted  to  the 
king  the  subsidy  on  wool,  leather,  and  wool- 
felW,  for  liis  life ;  with  one  whole  10th  and  15th, 
iind  half  a  10th  find  15tli,  which  was  more  than 
ever  they  had  given  to  his  grandfather.  But, 
upon  these  grants,  the  commons  prayed  his 
muj.  to  bestow  3  or  4000  marks  on, those  tliat 
had  bepn  plundered  at  Radcot-bridge,  and  to 
pay  the  Lords  Appellants  their  expcnces ;  both 
jvhich  were  granted.— ^n  the  same  day,  an  act 
.  of  grace,  or  a  general  pardon,  was  passed  for 
all  thins^  done  before  that  time.  After  tlie 
grant  of  this  pardon,  the  king,  by  his  awn 
mouth,  declared  in  pari.  <*  That,  \f  the  lords 
and  commons,  who  in  time  to  come  may  sit  in 
pari,  jhdll  let,  or  any  ways  disturb  him  in  the 
collection  of  the  said  imposts  on  wool,  leather, 
and  wool-fells,  granted  as  above,  their  proceed- 
ic^  shall  be  void." 

'I^he  Disherison  of  the  Two  Despensers  an- 
nuiied.']  A  private  petition,  but  which  had  a 
public  concern,  came  before  this  SP§sion  of 
pari.  Tho.  le  De^pcnscr,  grandson  and  great 
prandson  to  Hugh  the  father  and  Hugh  the  son, 
petitioned  tlie  lung,  in  full  pari,  to  have  re- 
dress; and  recited  the  petitions  of  his  »aid  an- 
cestors made  to  tlic  kmg,  in  a  pari,  held  at 
York  in  the  loth  of  Edw.  H.  The  pari,  took 
this  nflfair  into  consideration,  and  disannulled 
•the  exile  and  disherison  of  both  those  earls  for 
the  following  reasons:  4.st.  because  they  were 
not  appealed,  or  called  to  answer,  nor  due 
procesik  againsf:  them  made  according  to  law. 
2nd.  bccaMse  the  prelates,  who  were  {>eer&  of 
the  realm,  did,  not  consent  to  the  said  exile 
and  disherison,  dd.  because  it  was  against 
Magna  Charta  that  any  one  should  be  exiled 
or  tried,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  without  judg- 
i^ent  of  his  peers.  And  the  petitioners  farther 
••t  forth,  that  whereas  this  annullation  was  af*^ 
terwards  made  voi4  in  the  1st.  of  Kdw.  III. 
they  pray  that  statute  may  be  reversed,  and 
all  the  articles  and  things  contained  in  it,  for 
the  reasons  abovesaid.  The  petition  was 
granted,  and  the  stau^  reversed  and  made 
void  accordingly,  not  only  for  the  caases  be- 
fore expressed,  but  also  *^  considering  tiiat  the 
rs{>eal  wsts  m:^e  by  kins  £dw.  IH.  at  such 
time  as  lii^  fatlict  felw.  ]B.  was  Jiving,  being 
'V/ery  king,  and  in  prison^  ^  that  lie  could  not 
resist  Uie  same.". 

Quarrel  between  tkfi  Dukes  of  Hereford  and 
iforfolk.]    Before  \ve  conclutic  the  transac- 


tions of  this  pari,  we  mtist  recite  an  afTaijr 
which  now  happened,  greater  in  its  conse- 
quences than  any  thing  which  has  been  hither- 
to related.  Tlie  reader  may  observe,  that,  in 
the  list  of  the  hords  Appelhmts,  given  ar  the" 
begin nin:;  of  this  session,  ?he  names  of  the 
dukes,of  Hereford  and  Norfolk  are  not  men- 
tioned, though  they  were  both  concerned  in 
the  hnpcachinents.  'J'lns  could  proceed  frou^ 
nothing  elbc  th.m  a  mortal  quarrel  which  hail 
tlien  happened  between  these  two  noblemen  ; 
aud  w4iich  the  fonner  was  about  to  accu>e  the 
other  of  l)cfore  the  king  and  pari.  As  a  pre- 
lude to  the  main  affair,  on  this  last  day  of  the 
pari,  the  duke  of  Hereford  took  occasion  to 
fell  on  his  knees  before  the  kinj:,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  both  the  houses,  and  spoke  tlms  tq 
him :  "  My  liege  lord,  I  know  well  that  many  ri- 
ots, disturbances,  and  evil  deeds  have  been  nmdc 
and  done  wirtiin  your  kingdom,  to  the  offence 
of  you  and  yoiu-  n:>yal  estate,  in  which  I,  myself, 
was,  with  others  present;  not  with  an  ill  hi- 
tent  on  purpose  to  otfend  you,  for  I  knew  not 
then  it  was  any  fault  or  offence  i^^ainst  you. 
But,  siTj  since  I  am  now  better  informed,  t 
confess  my  offences,  and  in  so  doing  I  beg 
your  mercy  and  pardon.**  Upon  which  the 
king  graciously  accepted  of  tlie  htimble  prayer 
anacnnfcasion  of  the  duke ;  granted  him  the 

Kardon  he  asked,  in  full  pari,  for  \\harevcr  he 
ad  done  in  the  things  above-said,  or  de.ser\cd 
for  them;  promised  to  be  his  good  lord;  and 
declared  openly  to  all  the  estates,  that  he  had 
granted  him  full  pardon  for  the  matters  aforc^ 
said. 

AAer  which,  the  said  UanTy  of  Lancaster,' 
duke  of  Hereford,  came  to  the  king,  with  a 
schedule  in  his  hand,  and  said,  "  that  he  had 
alrt  ad  V,  by  his  majesty's  command,  been  be- 
fore biiii  at  Haywode,  where  he  had  informed  \ 
him,  that  Tho.  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfojk,  had 
spoken  many  disljonest  words,  in  slander  of 
his  royal  person,  which  were  sj)oken  to .  him- 
self; and  that  then  liis  maj.  charged  him,  upon 
his  allepauce,  that  he  would  truly  repeat  the 
words  as  they  were  spoken.  That  not  out  of 
malice,  or  any  other  CJiUf>e,  but  only  as  he  Was 
bound  to  obey  the  king's  command,  he  hacl 
now  put  doivn  in  writing  the  words  which  the 
duke  of  Norfolk  spake  to  him,  to  the  hot  of  ^ 
his  remembrance,  as  they  were  contained  iu' ' 
this  schedule,  which  he  delivered  to  the  kit?g; 
with  ^.  protestation,  at  the  same  time,  to  amf 
or  dhninish  when  he  pleased,  or  as  it  might  be 
needful,  saving  alwaj's  the  substance  of  the 
present  writing;**  which  was  to  this  elfcct: 
"  That  in  tlie  month  ol'  Dec.  in  th§  21st  year 
of  your  reign,  the  duke  of  Hereford,  trjivellin* 
between  Broinford  and  London,  met  tjie  duke 
of  Norfolk  with  a  great  train,  and  discourset^ 
with  him  of'divers  matters;  amongst  which  ho 
told  him,  they  were  all  ready  to  be  undone ; 
und  the' duke  of  Hereford  demanded  why*' 
He  answered,  for  the  fact  at  Radcot-bridge  : 
the  duke  of  Hereford  said,  how  can  that  bcj^ 
for  the  king  hath  shewed  us  fiivour,  and  de^^ 
clajred  us  iu  parL  to  l^ve  been  good  and  IqJ^ 
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towards  him.  The  duUe  of  Norfolk  answered, 
aotwiifetauding  tbat,  it  w  ill  be  doue  to  us  as  has 
l>eeu  doue  to  others  befure,  for  he  will  ^'acate 
this  record.  The  duke  of  Hereford  reolied, 
this  would  be  a  j?reat  wonder,  since  the  king 
lind  Sc-ud  it  btfore  all  the  people,  tluit  he 
should  aiierwards  inakc  it  be  annulled.  And 
'further,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  s^id,  this  was  a 
liXarVellous  wocld,  and  unsafe;  for  I  know  well, , 
said  he,  that  if  *  *  *  '?  [not  legible  in  the  re- 
cord] «  ray  lord  your  father  and  you  had  been 
"taken  or  killed  when  you  came  to  Windsor, 
jaPter  the  purl,  was  uu,  that  the  dukes  of  Albe- 
cjarle  and  Exeter,  the  carl  of  Worcester,  and 
Ixiinsclf,  xvere  agreed  never  to  undo  any  lord 
without  just  and  reasonable  cause;  and  that 
the  raalioe  of  this  fact  was  in  the  duke  of  Sur- 
ly, with  tlie  earls  of  Wiltdiire  and  Salisbury, 
ch-a^ing  to  them  the  earl  of  GUjuccster,  who 
Lad  sworn  to  undo  <  other  lords;  that  is  to 
say,  the  dukes  of  Lancaster,  Hereford,  Albe- 
inarle,  and  Exeter,  with  tlie  marquis  of  Dor- 
set and  liimself.  He  also  said,  they  purposed 
Ito  reverse  the  judgment  of  earl  Tlio.  Qf  Lan- 
caster, and  hereby  we  and  many  others  should 
be  disinherited.  The  duke  of  Hereford  said, 
GocT  forbid,  for  it  would  be  a  great  wonder  if 
the.  king  should  assent  to  this;  for  it  was  with 
a  cheerful  countenance  that  he  pVomised  to  be 
a  good  lord  to  tlicm  and  others;  and  also  that 
he  knew  he  had  sworn  it  by  st.  Edward :  and 
die  duk«  of  Norfolk  answered,  be  had  done 
.  the  same  to  him  many  limes,  and  sworn  by  the 
tody  of  God;  and  tliat  ht  all  this  he  was  ne- 
ver the  more  to  be  trussed;  and  further  said 
to  the  duke  of  Hereford,  that  the  king  was 
about  to  draw  the  earl  of  Mar<:h  and  otiiers 
to  the  same  agreement  and  purpose  of  the  said 
4  lords  to  destroy  'tlje  rest  aforesaid.  The 
duke  of  Hereford  rcphed,  if  it  be  so,  we  can 
never  trust  them.  The  duke  of  Norfolk  re- 
turned, for  certain  not;  for  although  they  can- 
not accomplish  their  designs  at  present,  yet 
they' will  be  contriving  ten  years  from  this 
time  to  destroy  us  in  our  houses." 

lids  conn>laint  in  wriiiujf  having  been  read 
before  the  lung  and  lords,  it  was  ^n  ordain- 
ed by  liim,  with  the  assent  of  all  the  other 


and  dispatch  tlie  petitions,  matters,  and  things 
abovesaid,  and  all  dependencies  on  them." 
To  tliis  prayer  tlic  kiug  gave'  his  assent,  and 
thereupon,  by  outhority  of  ;ill  the  estates,  it 
was  ordained,  that  John  duke  oC  lancaster, 
IMm.  duke  of  York,  Edw.  duke  of  Albemarle, 
Tho.  duke  of  buny,  Jolin  duke  of  Exeter, 
John  luarquis  of  Doreet,  Roger  earl  of  March, 
John  earl  of  Salisbury,  Hy.  earl  of  Northum- 
berland, Tho.  earl  of*  Gloucester,  Tho.  earl  of 
Winchester,  and  Wm.  earl  of  Wiltshire,  or. 
any  6  of  them,  together  with  John  Bussey, 
Hv.  Green,  Jolm  Russel,  Rob.  leye,  Hy. 
Chelmswike,  and  John  Golofre,  knights,  de- 
puted by  th^  commons  in  that  pari,  or  any  $ 
of  them,  shall  have  full  ^ower  to  execute, 
answer,  and  fully  detennine  all  the  said  peti- 
tions, with  their  complaints;  a^  also,  all  otlier 
matters  and  tilings  moved  i»-  the  presence  of 
tlie  king  with  all  other  dependencies  upon 
them,  not  yet  determined,  as  tliey  shall  think 
best  by  their  goad  advice  and  discretion  to  act 
in  these  affaii-s. — "  By  this  act,"  says  Tyrrcl^ 
"  the  whole  power  and  autliority  of  the  King- 
dom was  now  devolved  upon  the  king,  1^ 
p^eers,  and  6  commoners ;  and  hofw  arbitra-  - 
riiy  they  used  it,  may  be  seen  in  the  sequel.** 

{T/ic'^ Dukes  of  Hereford  and  Nvrfofk  ita- 
nished  bj/  the  Committee,']  No  sooner  was  the 
pari,  dissolved,  but  botli  the  dukes  appeared 
before  tlie  king  at  Oswaldstree,  when  a  further 
day  was  assigned  to  meet  them  at  Windsor. 
In  the  mean  time  the  king,  lords,  and  knights, 
abovesaid,  agreed  that  3ie  determination  of 
the  difference  should  be  accordmg  to  the  laws 
of  chivalry;  if  other  proof  or  evidence  could 
not  be  found  For  tlie  eliding  oi  this  dispute  by 
the  ordinary  course  of  law.  But  no  further 
proof  being  produced  by  either  of  die  parties^ 
tliey  both  appeared  at  the  place  last  mentioned, 
on  the  day  prefixed,  to  receive  the  king^s 
judgment  tliefeon.  Hereupon,  as  it  had  beea 
determined  by  the  king  and  tbe  committee  of 
pari,  at  Oswaldstree,  his  maj.  ordained,  since 
there  was  nq  otlier  way  to  settle  the  difference, 
that  it  should  be  determined  by  single  combat 
at  Coventr}',  on  a  day  appointed  for  that  pui^ 
pose.    The  two  dukes  having  accepted  or  th6 


estates,   that  tlie  matters  therein   comprised  I  trial  by  duel,  a.s  above,  they.bCtii  appeared  at 


bhould  be  determined  and  ended  by  tlie  good 
advice  and  discretion  of  the  king,  and  the  com- 
missioners already  assigned  by  authority  of 
pack  The  reason  of  constituting  these  com- 
missioners we  have  reserved  as  tlie  fimsliing 
stroke  to  tlie  long  proceedings  of  this  park 

The  Authority  of  the  whote  Pari,  delegated 
'to  12  Lords  and  G  Conwtoncn:.]  Qa  tliie  last 
day  of  the  «e>'ion,  Jan.  :J1,  tlic  commons 
nrayed  tlie  king,  «/^at  whereas  they  had 
oeforc  them  divers  petitions,  as  well  for  special 
Jicrsons  as  others,  not  read  and  answered; 
and,  also,  maiiy  other  matters  and  things  had 
been  moved  in  die  presence  of  the  king, 
which,  for  shortness  of  time,  could  not  be 
well  Atermiued^  that^  it  would  please  his  ma- 
jesty to  coymut  full  m^iarer  to  certain  lords, 
and  others' there  named,  t6  examine,  answer. 


Coventr)',  on  tlie  lOth  of  Sept.  ready  at  all 
points,  ,to  decide  the  bloody  controversy; 
when  tiie  khig  took  tlie  battle  into  his  owa 
hands,  as  the  record  has  it,  and  by  the  fxA 
advice,  autlioiity,  and  assent  of  pari.  decrecA 
and  ordained,  "  That  for  the  peace  >ind  tran- 
quillity of  Innisalf,  his  kingdomjj  and  his  sub- 
jects; and  to  avoid  tlie  debates  and  troubles 
tliat  Hiight  not  only  arise  between  tho  two 
dukes,  but  amongst  their  friends  and  followers, 
the  duke  of  Hereford  shouW  be  banished  the 
kingdom  for  10  yeai*s,  to  depart  on  or  before 
tlie  13th  of  Oct.  next,  upon  the  penalty  of  in- 
curring treason,  by  authority  of  pari.  Also  it 
was  ordained,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  un- 
der the  same  penalty,  that  the  duke  of  Here- 
ford should  not  come  in  compatiy-wiLh  the  duke 
of  Norfo1k,'hor  wirfi  Tho,  Arundel;  abp. ;  noi* 
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gend  nor  cause  to  be  sent,  nor  receive  or  cause 
to  be  received,  any  mcs^ge  or  otherwise,  to 
ot  from  either  of  them."  As  to  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  it  WHS  decreed,  "  That  forasmuch  as 
be  had  confessed  certain  points  of  the  accu* 
ftation,  before  the  king  at  Windsor,  on  the  29th 
of  April  last,  which  he  liad  denied  at  Oswald- 
ttree,  on  the  23d  of  Feb.  foregoing ;  and  which 
were  very  likely  to  breed  great  trouble  within 
the  kingdom ;  the  king  desiring  to  punish  as 
rightful  lord,  nil  such  as  were  the  authoi-s  of 
such  troubles  and  debates,  and  willing  also  to 
avoid  the  occasion  of  them,'  adjudged  and  or- 
dained, that  Tho.  duke  of  Norfolk  should  void 
the  realm,  for  term  of  life,  and  that  he  shall  be 
out  of  the  kingdom  by  the  20th  of  Oct,  next 
coming,  to  reside  in  O'ermany,  Bohemia,  and 
Hungary,  and  other  parts  of  Clui-'tendom, 
upon  pain  to  inciu*  treason,  by  the  authority 
alorcsaid.  Fartlier,  that  he  should  not  come 
into  the  company  of  the  duke  of  Hereford,  nor 
of  Tho.  Arundel,  nor  send  or  receive  messages, 
&c.  as  in  the  case  of  the  other.  And  it  wai> 
likewise  ordained,  by  the  said  authority,  that  if 
cither  of  the  dukes,  or  any  for  them,  do  pro- 
cure any  thing  to  be  done  against  the  least 
point  in  this  ordinance,  or  what  was  done  on 
the  16th  of  Sept.  he  or  they  shall  incur  the 
penalty  of  treason,  as  if  it  had  been  done 
against  any  other  ordinance  of  the  pari,  begun 
at  Westmmster  and  adjourned  to  Shrewsbury. 
Lastly,  if  they,  or  any  for  them,  should  seek 
Ibr  any  manner  of  pardon  or  licence,  to  return 
home,  they  were  also  to  incur  the  same  penalty, 
by  the  same  authority."  The  duke  of  Here- 
ford, at  his  taking  leave  of  the  king  at  Eltham, 
behaved  himself  so  respccttuUy,  and  bore  his 
sentence  with  so  mqch  unconcemedness^  that 
his  majesty  was  then  pileased  to  declare,  that 
he  would  abate  4  years  of  his  exile.  The  duke 
of  Norfolk,  in  great  grief  and  discontent,  went 
into  Gcrnmiiy,  and  from  thence  to  Venice, 
where  not  long  after  he  died. 

Procadings  qf  tfte  Co/nmittee.'l  •  On  the 
l4th  of  Oct.  the*  king,  with  the  dulces  of  Lan- 
ciister,  York,  Albemarle,  Surry,  and  Exeter, 
the  marquis  of  Dorset,  the  earls  of  March, 
i?alisbury,  and  Gloucester,  John  Busscy,  Henry 
Green  and  John  Russel,  knights,  being  again 
assembled  by  virtue  of  the  authority  to  them 
committed  id  the  pari,  at  Shrewsbury,  made 
certain  ordinances  and  statutes,  5  whereof  are 
printed  in  the  Statutes  at  Large.  The  last  of 
these  relating  only  to  our  purpose,  and  varying 
somewhat  from  the  roll,  wants  this  addition, 
\-iz.  **  The  king,  on  the  day  above-mentioned, 
by  the  assc!ht  of  the  lords  ana  knights  of  coun- 
ties assigned  by  authority  of  pari,  doth  ordain 
tliat  every  person  that  procuroth  or  endea- 
wureth  to  repeal  or  reverse  any  of  tlie  statutes 
or  ordinances  made  by  the  king  an^  the  said 
committee,  and  thflt  being  duly  proved  in  pari, 
shair  be  adjudged  and  have  execution  as  a  j 
traitor  to  the  kingdom ;  in  hke  manner  as  they  I 
tvhich  endeavour  or  procure  to  be  repealed  the 
statutes  and  ordinances  made  during  the  time 
of  the  liuing  of  the  said  pari."    Besides  this, 


there  was  a  provision  made,  for  their  mater 
security,  that  the  oath  of  every  bp.  at  bis  re- 
ceiving his  temporalities,  and  of  e^'ei^  lay-lord, 
when  be  had  livery  of  his  lands  and  tenem^its 
should  be  enlarged  with  tfiese  additions ,  that 
of  the  bishops  was  as  follows;  **  You  shall 
swear,  that  well  and  truly  you  shall  hold,  mein- 
tain,  and  stand  to,  without  Iraud  or  deceit,  all 
the  statutes,  cstabhshments,  ordmanees,  or 
judgments  made  and  rendered  in  the  pari, 
smnmoned  and  begun  at  Westminster,  on  the 
Monday  next  after  the  exaltation  of  holy  cross, 
in  the  year  of  the  reign  of  our  lord  king  Rich* 
ard  II.  after  the  conquest,  81,  and  from  thence 
adjourned  to  Shrewsbury,  to  the  auindene  of 
St.  Hillary,  then  nextWming,  and  tnere  ended. 
And  also  all  the  statutes  and  ordinances  made 
after  the  said  pari,  by  the  king  and  lords,  and 
knights  of  &hu>es,  coming  for  the  commons  to 
that  pari,  without  going  or  doing  to  the  con* 
trary  of  any  of  them,  or  tlie  dependents  on,  ot 
parcel  of  them ;  nor  that  you  wilt  ever  repeal, 
revoke,  make  void,  reverse,  or  annul,  nor  ever 
suffer  them  to  be  repealed,  revoked,  cassated, 
made  void,  reversed,  or  annulled,  so  long  as 
you  live ;  saving  to  the  kkig  his  royalty,  Hberty 
and  right  of  his  crown."  To  the  Oath  of  the 
Temporal  Lords  was  tnis  addition;  ^  You  shall 
swear,  that  you  will  never  suffer  in  time  to 
come,  any  man  living  to  do  any  thing  contrary 
to  any  of  the  statutes,  establishments,  ordi- 
nances and  judgments  abovesaid,  nor  any  de- 
pendents on,  or  part  of  them.  And  if  any  one 
so  do  and  be  theroof  duly  convict,  you  shall 
use  your  utmost  power  and  diligence,  without 
fraud  or  deceit,  to  pfosecute  lum  before  the 
king,  or  his  heirs  kings  of  England,  and  cause 
him  to  have  execution  as  an  high  traitor  to  the 
king  and  kingdom.  Saving  to  the  king  his  re- 
galityj  liberty,  and  right  ofhis  crown." 

[i%e  Duke  of  Lancaster  claims  the  Croam.] 
In  1899,  died  John  duke  oi  Lancaster,  the 
king*s  uncle,  who  had  just  hved  to  see  his 
eldest  son  banished,  and  have  a  vote  himself 
in  the  .sentence  of  it.  By  the  duke's  death, 
the  title,  vast  estate  and  honours,  of  that 
branch  of  the  royal  family,  ought  tp  hm-e  de- 
volved upon  Henry  duke  of  Hereford  his  son ; 
but  the  king,  jealous  of  so  great  power  in  so 
near  a  relation,  took  occasion  to  prevent  it. 
For,  on  the  JHh  of  March  following,  the  com- 
missioners:, that  had  the  authority  of  parL  do-  " 
legated  to  them,  met  again  at  Westminster ; 
where  they  declared  that  Henry  duke  of  He- 
reford, after  the  judgment  given  against  him 
at  Coventry,  had  procured  letters  patents  from 
the  king,  that,  during  his  absence,  he  might, 
by  his  attorney,  sue  and  have  livery  of  any 
lands  descended  to  him,  and  have  his  homage 
respited  till  his  return:  these  letters  patents 
the  commissioners  declared  were  against  low; 
whe^fore  the  ktn|,  by  the  advice  and  assent 
of  the  said  committee,  revoked  these  letters 
patents,  as  also  the  like  made  to  the  di^e  <^ 
Norfolk. — ^The  new  duke  of  LEmcaste|^  wbd 
was  more  irriuted  a*^^  this  last  treatment  thtui 
at  his  banishment,  was  then  in  FhMice.    To 
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Inn  the  discontented  nobility  nnd  gentry  of 
Fji^and  ft|miied  themselves,  as  the  only  man 
that  by  hk  birth,  power  and  popnkrtty,  conld 
redress  their  grievances.  The  duke  recfived 
their  addresses  at  first  very  slightly ;  bat  bie- 
ipg  settled  at  last  in  bb  resolutions  by  Tho. 
Jirmide],  abp.  of  Canterbuiy,  who  came  to 
him  in  discnise  for  that  purpose,  he  determined 
to  try  his  fortune  in  England  on  the  tot  op* 
portunity. 

It  w|»  not  long  before  a  very  fiur  one  o^ 
foed;  for  an  accoont  bavins  been  broueht  to 
court,  that  Roger  carl  of  {larqh,  ttie  Idnfi's 
laeut.  in  Ireland,  had  been  there  slain  by  m 
nattvet ;  to  revenge  his  death  and  subdue  the 
comitry,  the  long  levied  a  considerable  force, 
and  w^  over  in  penon  with  them.  Towards 
which  expeditioii  also  he  raised  money  by  se- 
veral undue  way^  taking  up  carnages,  vic- 
tuals, and  other  necessaries  without  peying 
fethem;  by.  which,  and  many  other  impru- 
dent and  rash  jpractices,  he  made  himself  and 
giovt;  disagreeaole  to  his  people.  The  duke 
of  Lancaster,  taking  advantage  of  Richard's 
absence,  with  Tho.  Arundel,  abp.  of  Cfinter- 
bnry,  the  son  and  heir  of  the  late  earl  of  Arun- 
del, and  a  niiall  company  of  others,  took  ship- 
■ong  in  France,  and  hbrering  a  while  on  tibe 
En^ish  coast,  to  spy  if  there  were  any  ready 
to  resist  them,  thev  at  length  landed  at  Ra^ 
T^isburg  (now  called  Spurn-head)  in  York- 
shire. At  fovt,  the  duke  gave  out  that  he 
came  only  to  recover  his  own  inheritance ;  bat 
finding  hunsclf  soon  joined  by  Henry  Piercy, 
earl  of  Northumberland,  and  Henry,  named 
Hotq>ur,  his  son,  Ralph  eari  o£  Westmoreland, 
and  other  lords,  and  an  armv  of  60,000  men, 
be  altered  his  tone,  and  bokuy  laid  claim  to 
the  kingdom.  With  these  forces  the  duke 
made  a  speedy  march  to  Bristol,  besieged  the 
castk,  and  took  it ;  in  which  was  the  eari  of 
Wihshice,  lord  treasurer,  sir  John  Bussv,  and 
6tr  Henry  Green,  of  the  late  junto  ot  pari. 
who  the  next  day,  by  the  clamour  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  without  further  process,  had  their 
neads  struck  off. 

T%e  King  reiigm  the  Government.]  The  duke 
c»f  York,  the  king's  uncle,  who  was  left  guar- 
dian of  the  realm  in  his  absence,  with  several 
bps.  lords,  and  others  of  the  king*s  council, 
consulted  what  to  do  in  this  exi^ncv,  but 
could  come  to  no  resolution  about  it.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  soon^  as  the  king  was  informed 
in  Ireland  of  the  duke's '  landinc,  he  secured 
his  tons,  and  the  sons  of  the  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter, who  were  with  him,  iu  Trim  castle,  in  that 
kingdom.  Then,  with  the  dukes  of  Albemarie, 
£aeter,'and  Surrey,  with  the  bps.  of  London, 
liaoQln,  and  Carlisle,  and  many  others,  he 
tookshinpin^  with  all  «peed,  in  order  to  go 
over  and  rmse  such  a  'force  as  mi^t  \aa£st 
the  duke's  progress.  But,  on  hit  landing, 
w^ien  he  fonnd  how  matters  went,  and  that  the 
ptopU  mad  gM«ter  part  of  the  lords  had  for- 
tfkmt  him,  and  were  gone  over*  to  duke  Hen- 
t)^  he  kid  aside  ail  theugte  of  fi^mng,  and 
•Ten  diiiini'd  h»  ftmilyZ^ning  theih  notica, 
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hj  sir  Tho.  Piercy,  his  steward,  that  thtsy 
might  provide  for  and  reserve  themselves  for 
better  times.  After  this,  the  king  shifted  up 
and  down,  and  was  here  and  there  for  man  y 
days,  the  duke  following  him  with  his  arm^ ; 
till  at  last  he  fixed  at  the  eastle  of  Conway,,tu 
Wales,  from^heoco  he  sent  to  speak  with  tba 
abp.  and  the  eari  o(  ^forthnmberiand.  They 
immediately  waited  on  his  maj.  to  whom  he 
dedaiedy  "  that  he  woAild  quit  his  govt,  if  he 
might  have  his  Ufo  secured,  and  an  honourable 

Erovision  made  for  himself,  and  8  persons  that 
e  should  name.''  This  being  granted  and 
oonfinned,  the  king  went  to  Flint  castle,  where, 
after  a  liiort  conference  with  the  duke  of  Lan-> 
caster,  they  mounted  their  horses  togiether, 
and  rode  to  Chester  that  night,  the  duke's  nu- 
merous army  stUl  followins. 

At  Chester  the  writs  of  summons  were  is- 
sued out,  in  king  Richard's  name,  for  a  pari, 
to  meet  on  the  SOth  of  Sept.  datefkAugust  19, 
from  Chester.  In  the  mean  /thiie,  tlie  king 
was  brought  up  to  London,  and  secured  in  the 
Tower,  unril  the  pari,  should  sit;  and  all  the 
instruments  of  his  Cession,  Resignation,  aud 
Deposition,  with  the  Articles  against  him, 
coold  be  prepared.  The  abp.  of  Canterburv 
having  objected,  that  thepoment  Richard^i 
Renunciation  was  made,  and  his  Cession  and 
Deposition  taken,  the  pari,  wouki  be  abso- 
lutely dissolved.  It  was  thought  necessary,  as 
soon  OS  it  was  met,  to  have  new  writs  ready  to 
issue  out  for  calling  another.  Accordingly, 
when  the  aforesaid  ceremony  was  over,  which 
met  with  no  opposition  from  the  unhappy 
kins;,  ftesh  writs  came  out,  dated  at  Westmin- 
ster, Sept.  SOth,  to  the  lords,  and  all  the 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  throughout 
England^  which  were  made  returnable  in  6 
days  time;  for  they  were  summoned, to  meet 
at  Westminster  on  the  6th  of  Oct.  foUowing; 
those  double  writs  being  still  exunt.on  record 
to  prove  it.  That  these  last  were  the  very 
same  members  that  came  on  tho  iiivt  sum* 
mens,  though  called  in  Henry's  name,  appears 
also  beyond  contradiction,  by  the  wrjts  for 
their  wages  or  expcnccs,  which  dr.  Brady  has 
taken  care  to  preserve. 

The  members  of  both  houses  being  coope 
up,  they  met  in  a  very  pompous  and  unusual 
manner,  Sept.  tJO,  1399,  in  the  Great  Half  at 
Westminster,  which  was  sumptuously  set  gff  on 
this  occasion.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  hall 
was  placed  a  royal  throne  or  chatr  of  stats, 
which  was  empty,  and  near  it  the  bps.  in  or- 
der; mx  tha^ther  side,  sat  the  lords  tempore, 
and  by  them  the  whole  body  of  the  commons. 
At  the  head  of  the  kirdsfat  the  du'«^  of  Liin<^ 
caster,  next  him' the  duke  bf  York,  the  dukes 
of  Albemarle,  Sqrrey^  and  Exeter,  with  the 
marq.  of  Dorset :  after  thorn,  in  order,  sat  the 
ear^  of  Arandele,  Norfolk,  March,  Stafford, 
Pembroke,  Salisbury,  and  Devonshire;  the 
earls  of  Noftbumbetland  and  Westniorelaiid 
did  not  fit  down,  but  went  about,  from  place 
to  p^ce•  at  ooci^on  rcqui^d  them.  See 
Sto«*^iJhiwj.p^  W-    This  piece  of  new  p»^ 
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guntry  being  ^justed,  wbkh.Wal4iiglwun 
says  wus  "  ubtqu£  prmsidtntt  ptecmnque/*  a 
committee  of  bps.  lords,  and  coinmonSy  wts 
appointed  to  go  to  king  JKichard,  then  a  pri- 
doner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  with  the  in- 
struments of  his  Renunciaiion  and  Deposi- 
tion ready  drawn  up  for  thnt  purpose. 
Taxes  in  the  keign  of'  KicAard  IL 
In  his  1st  year,  Uicnard  had  two  15tbs 
wiiliout  cities  ^d  boroughs,  and  two  lOths 
within,  cities  and  borougbSt  for  two  v^iMrs 
granted  him ;  and  in  the  same  year  a  poU-tax 
was  granted  for  the  war  i^aiast  France. — In 
his  2nd  year,  the  former  subsidy  of  wool,  kftr 
.ther,  and  wooUfells  was  granted  for  3  yoars; 
also  6d.  in  the  pound  on  all  merchandize  im- 
ported and  exported  for  one  year. — In  hb  3<d 
year,  the  paii.  granted  to  the  king  one  15th 
and  a  hajif,  wii&Hit  the  citteaand  mughB,  and 
one  10th  am!  a  half  within  those  places;  and 
the  subsidies  on  wool,  leather,  and  wool-fells 
for  one  year  more. — In  his  4th  yev,  there  was 
a  capitation-tax  of  3  groats  of  every  person  of 
the  kingdom,  mole  or  fr^male,  of  the  age  of  10, 
of  what  state  and  condition  soever,  except 
beggars.  This  was  granted  for  the  expedition 
into  Britainy,  but  occasioned  an  insurrection 
under  Wat.  Tyler,  &c. — In  his  5th  year, 
the  former  .subsidy  on  wool  and  leather 
was  farther  continued  fur  4  years,  for  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Portuguese ;  and  the  same  year 
a  lOth  and  a  15th  was  granted  for  the  war 
with  France. — In  this  7th  year  there  was 
granted  two  half  15ths  for  the  war.  The  same 
year  the  pari,  gave  tlie  king  the  moiety  of  a 
10th  and  a  15th  against  Scotland  and  France; 
and  aftenvards  for  the  same  purpose  two  15ths. 
— In  his  9th  year  there  was  granted  for  the 
duke  of  Lancaster's  voyage  into  Spain,  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  sea  and  inarches  of  Scot- 
land ;  B  foil  10th  and  15th,  and  half  a  10th 
and  15th.  The  clergy  also  granted  a  10th. — 
In  his  10th  year  the  pari,  granted  half  a  lOtli 
in  spirituals,  and  hair  a  15lh  on  all  temporal, 
lliey  Ukewise  gave  him  of  every  tun  ot'  wine 
imported  or  exported,  3«. ;  and  12d.  on  every 
pound  of  merchandize. — In  his  11th  year  there 
w;is  granted  half  a  10th  and  half  a  15(li;  and 
also  a  subsidy  upon  leather,  wool,  and  wool- 
fUls. — In  hislQih  year  Uiere  vas  granted  to 
the  king  half  a  10th  from  the  clergy,  and  half 
a  15th  from  tlic  laity;  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  war  a^inst  Scotland  for  the  next  year. — 
In  Ills  13th  year,  tliere  was  a  su^idy  ^("ajited 
of  40.«.  on  every  sack  of  wool;  of  wiuch  10s. 
should  go  t(^  supply  the  king's  present  oocBr 
i^ion  ;  and  the  other  30a.  to  be  reserved  in  the 
hands  of  ^commissioners  appointed  by  parL 
not  to.  be  expended  unlets  tl^e  '\ie<;essity  oi  the 
nar  required  it. — In  his  14th  year  the  paiL 
f;ranted  to  the  king  one  half  10th  fro^  the 
clergy,  and  a  whole  15th  &om  the  laity. — In 
his  15th  year  the  lords  and  commons  granted 
to  the  king  lialfa  10th  and  half  a  15tli;  with 
one  other  whole  10th,  as  it  called,  and  one 
15th  ;  conditionally,  that  if  ihe  king  went  not 
pcr^onallv  into  FruncQ  or  Scotland  against  his 


enenu«i,  or  that  peao»  was  made,  tlwn  thesaid 
8ubi)idies  aboakl  remain  to  be  employed  upon 
the  sole  ckfesce  of  the  rea!%i.^^In  his  •16th 
year,' they  gave  the  same  subsidy  as  was  grant- 
ed in  the  lit))  year*  of  bis  raicn,  for  3  years ; 
together  wkfa  half  a  10th  and  half  a  15th.— 
In  hit  17tfa  year,  the  commons  granted  tba 
king  for  3  years,  a  subsidy  upon  wool,  wool- 
foils,  &C.  3s.  upon  every  tun  of  wine,  and  12d. 
upon  every  pound  of  merchandize  •  as  in  tha 
tlth  vaar  of  Ips  rekn ;  so  as  this  money  should 
only  be  enployed  m  thodefence  of  tKe  realm. 
The  clergy  grantad  also  a  foil  10th,  if  the  king 
went  over;  otharwise,  only  half  a  IQiih* — ^In 
his  18th  year,  the  cler^  gave  a  toeb,  and  the- 
eominons^a  15th.— 4n  nis  SOth  year,  the  pari, 
panted  ISd.  in  the  pound  of  all  merchandize 
imported,  and  ds.  perpound  on  every  ion  of 
wine  for  3  years  to  come.  The  clergy^  also 
^ve  half  a  10th  on  their  temporahties. — ^nd 
m  his  21st  year,  the  king  had  granted  him  the 
subsidy  on  wool,  leather,  and  wool-foils,  for  his 
lifo ;  with  one  whole  10th  and  15th,  and  half 
a  lUth  and  15th.  But  this  extravagant  grant 
was  made  one  of  the  articles  against  this  un- 
happy prince  an  the  succeeding  reign. 

J^rice  qfPrapUioni  in  ihe  Ueign  ^Richard  IL 
In  1579,  wheat  was  sold  for  4s.  a  qr. ;  white 
wine,  6d.  a  gallon,  and  red,  4d.  The  low  pnce 
of  com,  at  tms  time,  was  pleaded  by  the  com- 
mons against  granting  a  supply. — In  1382, 
wine  sold  for  4L  a  tun. — ^In  1387,  barley  was 
sold  at  Leicester  for  2s.  a  qr.  and  wheat  for 
2s. ;  pease.  Is. ;  soot.  Is. — In  1390,  wheat  sold 
at  the  same  town  for  16?.  8d.  for  14  s.  and 
13s.  4d.  a  qr. ;  wool,  on  account  of  a  law 
against  tlie  eiiportation  of  it,  sold  for  3s.  for 
<?s.  and  even  for  20d.  a  stone. 

Alts  passed  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  II, 
1  Ulch.  II. — 1.  A  confirmation  of  the  Liber- 
ties of  the  Chupch,  the  Great  Charter,  the 
Charter  of  the  Forest,  and  of  all  Statutes  not 
repealed.  2.  Peace  j>bH!l  be  kept,  and  justice 
indifTcrently  done  to  «ll  men.  3.  All  statutes' 
of  purveyors  confirmed.  A.  Against  mainte- 
nance of  quarrels.  5.  'Confirmation  of  the  sta- 
tutes concerning  the  cxclieqtier;  punishment 
of  a,  clerk  of  the  exchequer  making  process  for 
a  debt  paid.  6.  Against  ^nllnins  that  withdraw 
their  services.  7.  Against  giving  of  liveries  for 
maintenance.  8.  Touching  protections  cum 
ckiutula  voiuwus.  9.  Gitls  ot  lands  or  goods  - 
for  aMiintenance  shall  be  void,  and  assizes 
shall  lie  against  the  pernor  of  the  profits.  10. 
Conformation  of  a  pardon  granted  m  the  15th 
year  of  Kdw.  III.  n.  None  tliat  hath  been 
sheriif  shall  be  shend*  within  3  years  after. 
12.  Touching  prisoners  "of  the  Fleet  suffered  to 
go  at  liirge.  13.  Obligation**  made  bj'  spiri- 
tual men  to  do  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
church,  shall  be  void.  14.  Conccrtiimr  tithes. 
16.  That  no  spiritual  person  be  arresl^ed  during 
divine  service. 

9  Rich.  II. — 1.  That  merchants  stTan«ters 
mar  safoly  bring  an>   merchandixes  into  xhis  ' 
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realm.  2.  Agaiast  Ibrettdttifig  of  wiaM.  3. 
For  niftrchaatt  aod  Qthefa  'towards  the  west 
parts.  4.  Agaiiiist  mariuers  flying  out  of  the 
im%\  service  without  liceooe.  5.  Against 
raisers  of  fabe  news  or  seditious  nnikoiirs. 

6.  Against  Welshmens  taking  away  womea 
and  o^aids  put  of  England,  and  other  almses. 

7.  Urban  w^  duly  chosen  pope,  and  so  ought 
to  be  accepted  and  obeyed.  3.  Confirmation 
of  the  statutes  of  labourers. 

Other  Sututes  made  tlie  same  -^d  year. 
Stat.  2. — 1.  Confirmation  of  the  Liberties  of 
the  Church,  the  Great  Charter,  Charter  of  the 
Forest^  and  of  all  Statutes,  a.  Repeal  of  so 
much  of  the  act  made  die  last  pari,  as  touch- 
eih  unlawful  assemblies  in  Wales.  3.  For  pro- 
cess to  be  made  against  them,  which  after  gifts 
made  of  tlicir  lands  and  goods  by  collusion,  fly 
to  sanctuary, 

3  Rich.  11.— 1.  Confirmation  of  all  liberties 
and  statutes.  2.  The  pena)^  of  the  aulnacer 
fur  seaUng  of  faulty  cloth.  3.  Against  farmmg 
of  benetices  of  aliens. 

4  Rich.  II. — 1.  Fop  the  gauging  of  wines, 
ojls,  and  honey.    2.  The  king's  pardon. 

5  Rich.  U, — 1.  Confirmation  of  the  Liber- 
ties of  Holy  Church,  the  Great  Charter,  the 
Charter  of  die  Forest,  and  all  other  Statutes 
not  repealed.  2.  Against  transporting  gold 
ifnd  silver  out  of  the  realm,  ancf  aguinst  de- 
p^ure  of  the  kin^s  subjects  out  of  the  reahn 
witjiout  licence.  3.  Against  importing  or 
transporting  of  merchandizes,  but  only  in  Eng- 
lish ships.  4.  Concerning  the  prices  of  wines 
fo  he  sold  in  the  realm.  5.  Sweet  wineS  and 
dar^t  not  to  be  sold  by  retail  in  Eng'aad  after 
the  nativity  of  st.  John.  6.  The  king's  par- 
don to  those  that  repressed  tlie  late  rebellion. 
7.  Ms^lumissions  miule  by  Bienace  at  the  late 
insonrection  shall  be  void.  8.  Against  enter- 
ing into  haids  where  it  is  not  lawful.  9. 
Touching  deeds  destroyed  in  the  late  insurrelc- 
tion.  10.  Touching  c&cliarges  of  debts  and 
accompu  in  the  exchequer.  11.  The  povcr 
nants  of  them  that  shnU  serve  the  king  ia  his 
wars  or  embassages  to  be  put  in  writing,  and 
returned  into  the  exchequer.  1^.  ITjat  ac- 
comptsf  in  thk  exchequer  be  shortly  heard. 
13.  For  two  clerks  to  be  assigned  to  make 
parcels  of  accoinpts  in  the  exchequer.  14. 
That  accoimts  ot  Nicful  be  put  out  of  the 
exchequer.  15.  Concerning  toe  clerk  of  the 
pipe,  uud  the  twoNremerobnmcers  for- the  en- 
try of  writs  of  the  great  and  privy  seal,  and  to 
teake  schedules  and  certificates.  16.  Upon  a 
judgment  of  hveiy,  the  remembrancer  shall 
cause  th^  suit  to  cease,  17.  The  fees  of  the 
clerks  of  the  exchequer  for  making  a  commis- 
sion or  record  of  2^isi  prita. 

Other  StatQtes  nmde  the  same  5th  year. 
Stat.  2. — 1.  For  the  weU  intreatiag  of  mtr^ 
chants  strainers.  2.  For  passing  of  wools, 
leatU^,  tifxd  tells.  3.  A  sahsidy  granted  to 
the  Jung,  so  that  it  may  be  wholly  imployed 
upoi^  the  safe  keepmg  of  the  seas.  4.  For 
comiqg  ta  th^lparl.    5.  /L^uast  ^reachvn  of 


6  Rich.  IL — 1.  Confinnatton  of  all  Liber- 
ties of  the  Church,  Magua  Charta,  Charta 
Foresue,  with  all  Statutes  not  repealed^  2.' 
For  actions  to  be  pursued  in  their  proper  coun- 
ties. 3.  In  what  coprts  writs  of  nusi^ices, 
called  FicoTifte/^,  shall  be  pursued.  4.  Touch- 
ing deeds  inroUed  that  were  destroyed  in  tlie 
last  insurrection.  5.  For  sessions  to  be  bolden 
by  justices  of  assize  and  gaoMelivcry  in  the 
prinoipdl  towns.  6.  Affainst  ravishing  of  wo- 
men.    7.  For  prices  of  sweet  wines  by  retail. 

8.  For  qualification  of  the  act  touching  the 
navy,  made  6  Rich.  II.  cap.  3.  9.  Victuallers 
to  bear  no  office  in  towns  where  they  dwelL 
10.  Aliens  bringing  vicmab  into  the  realm 
may  seU  the  same  In  gross  or  b^  retail.  11. 
That  hosts  use  no  more  forestalhng  of  victuaN. 
12.  Mayors  to  be  sworn  to  keep  the  ordi- 
nances of  fishmof^rs  and  Victuallers.  1^. 
The  king's  .pardon  touching  the  late  rebellion. 

At  another  pari,  hulden  die  same  Gthyear.-^ 
1.  A  statute  enlarging  the  same  pardon.  2. 
Confirmation  oi  tM  statutes  of  purveyors.  3. 
Release  of  such  from  actions  of  trespass  as  can  * 
prove  they  were  compelled  to  Uie  lute  insnr* 
rection.  4.  Actions  of  trespass  to  be  brought 
within  a  limited  time.  ^.  1  he  number  of  ^it« 
nesses  to  prove  the  compulsion. 

74iich.  II.— 1.  Conftrmation  of  the' Liber- 
ties of  the  Church.  2.  Confirmation  of  Magy  - 
na  Charta,  the  Charter  of  the  Forc^  and  dl 
Statutes  not  repealed.  3.  For  calhng  of  ju* 
rors  within  forests,  4.  Touching  impri5on- 
inent  by  o^icen  of  the  forests.  5.  Touching;  ' 
night-walkers,  rogues,  and  vagabonds.  6.  Pro- 
claumtiou  to  be  made  four  times  yearly,  by  the 
sheriflfe,  of  the  statute  of  Wmchester,  ' 7.  Ihat 
Nki  prim  be  granted  at  tiie  suit  of  any  of  the 
jurors,  if  the  parties,  after  the  distress  three 
times  served,  do  refuse  it.    8,  For  purvc}'ors, 

9.  Against  deceit  of  cloths.  10.  Touching 
assize  £or  rent  going  out  of  hmds  lying  ih  two 
counties.  11.  The  statute  of  victuallers,  5th 
and  Gth  of  lung  Rich,  repealed.  12.  No  alien 
shall  occupy  any  benefice  of  the  Churchy  13, 
Against  ridmg  in  harness.  14.  Concerning  at- 
tomies  of  deiendants  in  wr^ts  of  Pratnunire 
facias.  15.  Agahist  champCNrty  and  mainte- 
nance. 16.  i^ainit  sending  armour  or  vic- 
tual in  Scotland.  17.  For  mainpernors  to 
satisfy  the  plaindiF  fbr  his  delay,  where  the 
defendant  keepeth  not  his  .day. 

8  Rich.  li. — 1.  Confirmation  of  the  Liber- 
tics  of  the  Church,  Great  Charter,  the  Charter 
of  the  Forest,  and  ^  Smtutes.  2.  That  no 
rajua  of  law  be  justice  of  assise  or  gaoWelivery 
in  his  own  coantry.  3.  Neither  the  kind's  jus- 
stices,  nor  barons  of  the  exchequer,  ehsdl  take 
fee  or  reward,  but  of  the  king.  4.  Against 
false  entepng  of  pleas,  nosing  of  rolls,  aucl 
changing  of  verdicts.  5.  Of  toe  jurisdiction 
of  tt^  constnb^  and  marshal. 

9  Rich,  ir.-^l.  Confionatiou  of  all  Statutes 
not  rep^ed,  sarvir^  of  a  Siatute  made  8.  R.  IT. 
c.  3.    2L  Touching  vilhvins  flying  to  cities  anc( 
boreu^.    3.  For  writs  of  tttaint  and  erro^  ' 
for  tluu^.  ^i  the  rercrsiot^   4k  T(ij4  irh^th<^c    - 
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•  prior  be  dative  and  removeahle,  or  perpetual. 
5.  For  fees  of  priests  taken  in  the  marthaliea 
of  the  king's  house. 

10  Rich.  II. — An  act  for  the  good  govern- 
ance of  the  realm. 

11  Rich.  II.— 1.  The  abp.  of  York  and  others 
attainted  of  high  treason.  S.  Clause  to  pre* 
vent  fraudulent  conveyances  of  their  estates. 

5.  The  estates  of  the  bp.  of  Chichester  and 
others  also  forfeited.  4.  The  penalty  of  con- 
cealing any  oart  of  the  said  estates.  5.  lasoes 
in  tau^   aua  jointures  of  women  excepted. 

6.  Penalty  of  petitioning  the  king  for  any  grant 
of  the  said  estates  during  the  war.  7.  All 
merchants,  aliens  and  denizens  may  buy  and 
sell  without  interruption.  8.  Certain  annuities 
granted  by  the  king,  made  void.  9.  That  no 
new  impositions  be  put  upon  wools,  leather, 
&^.  10.  lliat  no  letters  trpm.  the  king  under 
the  signet  or  privy  seal  be  sent  in  disturbance 
of  the  law.  11.  For  keeping  assises  and  ses- 
sions in  chief  towns. 

12  Rich.  II. — 1.  Confirmation  of  the  Liber- 
ties of  the  Church,  the  Great  Charter,  the 
Charter  of  the  Forest,  and  of  all  Statutes  not 
repealed.  2.  Touching  electing  of  officers. 
S.  Confinnation  of  all  statutes  for  labourers 
and  victuallers,  and  for  stocks  to  be  in  every 
town,  for  demeanour  of  labourers.  4  and  5. 
Tor  wages  for  labourers,  and  bow  they  shall 
behave  themselves.  6.  Concerning  weapons 
not  to  be  worn  by  artificers,  and  against  un- 
lawful games  to  be  used  by  them.  7.  For 
beggars.  8.  Concerning  such  as  pretend  them- 
selves to  have  been  captive  or  maimed  in  fo- 
reign countries.  9.  Touching  vagabonds,  and 
concemini^  artificers  and  labourers.  10.  }Iow 
many  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be  in  every 
county,  and  for  holding  of  their  sessions.  11. 
The  punishment  of  him  that  telleth  lies  of  the 
peers  or  great  officers  of  the  realm.  12.  In 
what  cases  the  lords  and  spiritual  persons 
shall  bo  contributary  to  the  expences  of  the 
knights  of  pari.  13.  For  avoiding  of  annoy- 
ances bv  casting  of  dung  or  carrion  mto  ditches 
and  other  places.  14.  For  the  measure  of 
cloths.  15.  That  none  pass  out  of  the  realm 
to  obtain  any  benefice  of  holy  church.  16. 
For  removing  the  staple  from  Middlcborougb 
to  Calais. 

13  Rich.  II.— 1.  The  king's  presentee  shall 
not  be  received  into  a  church  full  of  an  in- 
cumbent, till  he  hath  recovered  it  by  law. 
2.  Touching,  the  jurisdiction  of  the'  constat 
ble  of  England.  3.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
steward  and  mar^ols  court. shall  not  exceed 
12  miles  from  the  king's  lodging.  4.  Con- 
cerning the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  market  of 
the  king's  bouse.  5.  Touching  x\kt  jurisdic- 
tion of  ihc  admiral.  6.  Touchuij^  seneants  at 
arms  and  their  office  7.  Touching  the  office 
of  justices  of  peace.  8.  Touching  servants 
and  labourers,  and  for  the  price  of  victuals 
and  horse  bread.  9.  Touching  packing,  and 
for  true  weights  and  measures.  10.  The  length 
ftnd  breadth  of  cog-%vare  and  Kendal  cloths. 
11.  Touching  doiTis  made  in  the  counties  of 


Somerset,  Gloucester,  Dorset,  and  Bristol. 
12.  Touching  tanners  and  dordwainers.  15. 
The  abihty  of  such  as  shall  be  permitted  to 
hunt.  14.  Touching  recognizances  and  double 
bonds  in  the  excl^uer.  15.  Rejoining  of 
castlet  and  gaols  to  the  counries.  16.  Touch<^ 
ing  protections.  17.  Where  he  in  reversion 
may  be  received  in  a  suit  commenced  against 
the  particular  tenant.  18.  Touching  attaints 
in  Lincoln.  19.  For  the  preservation  of  fish. 
20.  At  vtKatiporU  pilgrims  shall  pass  out  of 
the  realm. 

Other  Statutes  made  the  same  ISth  Year. 
— 1.  Touching  charters  of  pardon.  2  and  3. 
Touching  provisoes.  An  ordinance  to  pre* 
vent  disturoancc  in  judicial  proceedings. 

14  Rich.  II. — 1.  For  removing  the  staple 
from  Calais  to  England.  2.  Touching  ex- 
changes to  the  court  of  Rome.  3.  The  mayor 
and  officers  of  the  staple  bhall  be  sworn  to 
the  kuig.  4.  Against  rcgrating  of  wools.  5. 
Touching  the  carrying  of  wuol  and  lead  out 
of  the  realm  by  strangers.  6.  For  the  freight- 
ing of  English  ships.  7.  For  the  shipping  of 
tin  only  at  Dartmoutli.  8.  Touching  gauging 
of  Rhenish  wine.  0.  That  merchant  strangers 
be  well  intreated.  10.  No  customer  nor 
comptroller  shall  have  ship  of  his  own,  nor 
shall  hold  his  office  hut  at  the  king's/ plea- 
sure. 11.  For  die  number  of  justices  of  peace 
in  every  county,  and  their  waces.  12.  At 
what  value  Scottish  money  shall  be  current. 

15  Rich.  2. — 1.  Confirmation  of  former 
statutes.  2.  A^in&t.  forcible  entries.  3.  The 
admirals  jurisdiction.  4.  Touching  the  mea- 
suring com  in  London.  5.  What  is  mortmain. 
6.  In  appropriation  of  churches  there  shall  b€ 
provision  made  for  the  poor  and  a  vicar.  7. 
Touching  carrying  of  >ictuals  or  merchandizea 
into  Scotland.  8.  For  the  shipping  of  tin,  and 
for  repeal  of  a  statute  made  14  Rich,  II.  c.  7. 
9.  For  the  taking  of  recognizances  of  the 
staple.  10.  Touching  cloth  made  in  Surry, 
Sussex^  and  Southampton.  11.  Touching 
girdlers.  12.  Against  answering  before  the 
conncii  of  lords  and  ladies  concerning  free-r 
hold. 

16  Rich.  II.  —  1.  Concerning  merchants 
aliens  retailing  merchandises.  2.  Against 
such  as  compel  any  persons  to  appear  before 
the  council  of  lords  and  ladies,  to  answer 
for  their  freehold.  3.  That  the  clerk  of  the 
m^et  have  wei^ts  and  measures  according 
to  the  standard.  4.  Touching  liveries.  5.  Pre* 
munire  for  purchasing  bulb  from  Rome.  6. 
Touching  the  obtaining  charters  of  pardon. 

17  Rich,  n.— 1.  Against  the  meltmg  money 
to  make  plate,  and  prohibitinff  foreign  coins. 
9,  Touching  cloths.  3.  Touching  transporta- 
tion of  worsteds.  4.  For  the  cleansing  of 
malt  sold  in  London.  5.  For  certain  officers 
to  have  no  estate  in  tlieir  offices  for  lifo 
nor  years  but  only  at  the  king's  pleasure. 
(}.  For  damages  for  them  that  be  vexed  be-> 
fore  the  coun«^,  or  in  the  chancery,  upon  un-' 
true  suggestions.  7.  Touching  th^  carrying  of 
com  out  of  the  rcalBu    8.  Against  riots  aiM^ 
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tekwfol  asvemblies.  9.  lliat  justices  of  peace 
be  conservators  of  the  statutes  for  preservation 
of  salmon.  10.  Two  learned  men  in  the  law 
aball  be  in  every  commission  of  gaol  delivery. 
II.  Aldermen  of  London  shall  not  be  ekcted 
jrearly,  but  remain  until  they  be  put  out  for 
reasonable  cause.  12.  An  explanation  of  Uie' 
statute  28  Edw.  3.  c.  10.  That  the  mayor, 
aldeniicn,  &c.  of  London,  shall  not  incur  the 
penalty  of  the  said  statute  for  erroneous  judg- 
ment 13.  The  ward  of  Farringdon  Without 
shall  elect  on  alderman. 

20  Kich.  IL — 1.  Against  riding  or  going 
anned.  2.  Touching  liveries.  3.  That  no  lords 
WW  others  sit  with  justices  of  assise  on  die 
toicfa.  4.  That  no  sliip  be  compelled  to 
conae  to  any  port  in  England.  5.  Against 
taking  of  horses  without  wan-ant.  6.  An  act 
iicensmg  Belknap  and  others  to  come  into 
England. 

21  Rich.  IL— 1.  Confirmation  of  the  Li- 
berties of  Holy  Church,  and  of  all  cities,  bo- 
roughs, and  commonalties.  2.  Repeal  of  the 
commission  made  to  the  earl  ot  Arundel, 
and  others.  3.  For  the  forfeiture  and  punish- 
ment of  traitors.  4,  5,  6,  7,^  8,  9,  10,  11,  12, 
13  and  14.  Acts  touching  the  king  and  con- 
servation of  the  reabn.  15.  The  king's  general 
pardon.  16.  Authority  given  to  certain  com- 
missioners to  examine  and  answer  petitions. 
IT.  Against  licenses  to  ship  rnqrchandizes  of 
the  staple.  18.  For  carrying  lastage  of  stones 
to  Calais,  to  repair  the  same.  19.  Confirma- 
tion -of  statutes  made  for  pulling  down  of 
wears.  20.  Against  them  that  pursue  to  re- 
verse any  thing  made  in  this  parliament. 


John  marq.  of  Don^t 
Thos.  de  lieauchamp, 

carl  of  Warwick 
Aubrey  de  Vere,  e,  gi* 

Oxford 
Edw.  Courtney,  e.  pi 

Devon 
John  de  Montacute,  e. 

of  Sarum 
Henry    Percie    e.   of 

Northumberland 
Edw.  e.  of  Slaftbrd 
M.   de  la  Pole  e.  of 

Suffolk 
Thos.  de  Percie*  c.  of 

Worcester 
Thos.  le  Despenser  e. 
•  of  Gloucester 
Ralph    Nevile  e.    of 

Westmoreland 
TIios.  Id.  de  Camois 
John  Id.  Bourchicr 
John  Id.  de  Charlcton 

Powys 
Wm.  Id.  Ointon 
Thos.  Id.  de  la  Ware 
Stephen  Id.  Scrope  of 

Miisham 
Wm.  Id  UoosofHam- 

lake 


Thos.  Id.  Berkeley  of 

Berkeley 
John  id.  Welles 
Philip  Id.  Dcspencer 
Alraaric  Id.  St.  Aman4 
Ralph  Id.  Cromw^ii 
Ralph  Id.  Lumley 
Ralph  Id.  Ueey^tock 
Rob.  Id.  Harrington 
Henry  Id.  Fitz-Hngh 
John  Id.  Darcy 
Walter  id.  Fit^Waltar 
Wm.  Id.  WiUooghby 
John  Id.  Cobluim 
Wm,  Id.  Dacrc 
Wm.    Id,    Nevile   cf 

Hallomshire 
Rd.  Id.  Seymore 
Wm.  Beauchamp  Id, 

Bergavenny 
Ju.ld.lx)veil,ofTich- 

marsh 

Rd.  Id.  Grey  of  Codo-  • 

nori- 
Reginald  Id.  Grey  of 

Ruthin 
Thos.   Id.   Bardolfaf 

Wormgay 
Rob.  Id.  Scales 
Peter  fd.  Mauley. 


Hekry  IV. 
A  Pari  called,]    It  may  not  be  amiss  in 
the  beginning  of  tms  parL  to  give  the  names  of 
the  peers  summoned  to  it  by  the  second  writ, 
in  aetay*8  name ;  and  as  these,  with  the  peers 
called  to  the  first,  stand  in  sir  Robert  Cotton's 
Abrickcment,  on  two  opposite  pages,  there  is 
no  di&rence  except  in  tne  names  of  the  kings ; 
and,  in  the  former,  sir  Thos.  Erpingham  is  put 
as  warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  which  in  the 
other  he  is  not.    The  first  writ  is  thus  dii^ct- 
ed,  **  Rex  f^Richardusj  SfC,  dilecto  consanguineo 
sua  Hentico  duct  Lancastrim  mluUm,  ^c.  apud 
WmtmonasteriUm  in  crastino  S,  Michaelis  prox- 
i  mofiituro,     Tate  rege  apud  Cestriam  xxix  die 
Avgusti,''    The  other  is,  "  Rex  [Henricus}  ^-c. 
Jlenrko  duci  Lancastria  yiiio  iuo]  ^c,  apud 
Waimonasteriumy  infato  sancL    tidis  Virgin 
ni$y  sexto  die  Octobris,  1399.   '  Teste  rege  apud 
Watmomsterium,  30  Septembris,"  See  sir  Ro- 
bert Cotton's  Aliridgement  of  the  Records, 
from  whioh  work  the  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings 0^  this  and  some  succeeding  reigns  are 
almost  wholly  taken.-— Next  follow  the 
Names  and  titles  of' the  Peers. 
Tjdm.  duke  of  York        W.  Id.Fcrrers  of  Groby 
Edw.  d.  of  Albemarle*    Thos.  Id.  Morley 
Thos.  d,  of  Surrey  '        Rd.  Id.  Scrope 
Johii<l.'of£xetef  I}u|^  Id.  Burnd 


On  Monday,  being  the  6th  of  Oct  iS99, 
these  peers,  with  the  bps.  and  commons  d 
England,  being  assembled  in  the  great  haU  at 
Westminster,  and  the  new  king  placed  in  the 
roval  throne;  by  his  command,  Tho.  Arua« 
dele,  abp.  of  Canferbury,  declared,  "  That 
this  pari,  was  summoned  by  kin^  Richard,  to 
be  held  the  Tuesday  next  betore.  Which 
summons  was  annulled  and  made  void  by  the 
accepting  of  the  Renunciation  of  the  said  king 
Richard,  and  deposing  of  him;  which  was 
done  the  same  day  in  ue  presence  of  tiie  king, 
lords  and  commons,  as  by  the  process  bere^ 
after  to  be  read  would  appear." — ^He  then  told 
them,  '<  That  this  most  famous  realm,  abound- 
ing in  all  felicities,  had  been  long  governed  by 
children  and  young  counsellors,  and  would  ut- 
terly have  been  ruined  and  wasted,  had  not 
Goq  sent  a  wise  and  discreet  man  to  govern 
the  same,  who  meant,  by  God's  help,  to  be 
governed  himself  by  the  wise  and  old  heads  o£ 
the  realm."-r-Afler  this  he  took  for  his  taxt 
these  words  out  of  Maccabees,  Incumbit  nobi^ 
ordinare  pro  regno,  i.  e.  it  is  the  king's  will  to 
be  governed  by  the  honourable,  discreet,  and 
sage  men  of  the  realm,  and  by  their  commoii 
consent;  and  not  by  his  will  or  humour,  to 
rule  the  same.  He  further  laid  great  stress  on 
this,  **  That  this  nation,  of  any  under  the  sun, 
might  best  suppor;t  and  live  within  itself,  al- 
Icdging  for  autnority  this  adage,  Quod  inter 
rcf(na\  hoc  principatum  tenet  J*  To  these  he 
added,  "  Tliat  to  every  good  govt.  3  things 
were  required;  1st,  justice;  next,  that  the 
laws  should  be  duly  observed ;  and  lastly,  that 
every  degree  of  men,  in  their  sev^r^l  vocations, 
should  be  encouraged  and  protected***     l^e 
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brought  many  reasons  why  thi^  nation  ought  j 
to  b^  w«Jl  governed,  and  said,  *♦  That  their 
new  king  intended  stricUy  to  oh;  crve  ih^se  3  I 
points.  He  concluded  viih  rtcquaiiithiglhem, 
**  That  Henry,  their  king  and  lord,  meant  to 
bi*  crowned  on  the  Monday  fj^llowing,  after 
which  "  he  would  wholly  addict  himself  to  the 
care  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  desired  the 
commons  that  they  would  consent  to  have  the 
pari,  continued  to  the  Tuesday  following." 
Al^  thb  harangue  was  ended,  Henry  Percic, 
€arl  of  Northumberland,  and  constable  of 
England,  demanded  or'  the  lords  and  com- 
mons, whether  they  would  agree  to  this  con- 
tinuance, who,  being  all  and  severally  exa- 
mined, consented  thereto. — ^Thcn  the  receivers 
and  triers  of  petitions  for  England,  Ireland, 
Wales,  and  fc^cotland,  were  appointed,  with 
thobc  ftfr  Gaacoigny,  and  other  places  beyond . 
the  bcas,  with  the  isles. 

Renunciation  of  Hicknrd  II.]  The  next 
thing  they  went  upon,  was  to  read  the  record 
of  the  Renunciation  of  king  Richard  II.  with 
Iheir  acceptance  of  the  same,  and  the  depo- 
sition of  the  saidlcing,  as  follows  : 

The  roll  of  parliament  $umrmmed  and  kolden  at 
Wtstmiitsteryon,  tht  /east  of  st.  Faith  the 
virgin,  In  the  first  7/ear  of  tie  reign  of  king 
Henry IV,  after  theconquat^membrane  XX. 
The  record  and  process  of  the  renunciation  of 
kimg  Richard  IL  after  the  conquest,  and 
Itkatise  the  acceptance  of  the  same  renutk- 
eiatioHyWith  the  deposition  c^'  the  same  king 
Rici6ird  qftencards  ensfung. 
**  Be  it  remembered,  that  on  Monday  the 
feast  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  in  the  '23rd 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  other  persons  of 
note ;  that  is  to  say,  the  lord  Rich,  le  Scroop, 
ohp.of  York,  John  bp.  of  Hereford,  Henry 
can  of  Nortiiumberland,  and  Hialph  earl  of 
Westmoreland;  the  lord  Hugh  de  BurncI, 
Tho.  lord  de  Berkeley,  the  pnor  of  Canter- 
bury with  the  abbot  of  Westminster,  Wm. 
Thymirig,  knight,  and  John  Markham,  jus- 
tices ;  Tlio.  Stow  and  John  Burbache,  doctors 
of  laws,  Thb.  de  Erpingham  and  Tho.  Gray, 
knights^  Wm.  de  Feryby  and  Dionysius  Lap- 
karo,  public  notarieS|  first  deptited  to  thii  act 
under-written,  by  the  assent  and  advice  of  se- 
veral dif  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
of  the  judges  and  others,  skilful  as  well  in  the 
civil  ahd  canon  law,  as  in  the  laws  of  the 
realm,  assembled  at  Westminster  in  the  usual 
place  of  council;  did  about  0  of  the  clock  come 
to  die  presence  of  the  said  king,  bchi^  within 
the  tower  of  London :  and  it  being  rccired  her 
fore  the  ^aid  king,  by  the  said  earl  of  Ndrtlium- 
berliind,  in  the  behalf  of  all  the  rest  hefore- 
nanned,  so  as  aforesaid  joined  with  him :  how 
the  Said  king  heretofore  at  Conway  in  North- 
Wales,  being  at  liberty,  did  promise  unto  the 
lord  Tho.  abp.  of  Canterbury,  and  the  carl  of 
Northumberland,  th'it  he  would  yield  up  and 
renounce  the  cro^vu  of  En^'»ai\d  und  France, 
atid  hii  rtg.il  intijfrty,  for  cau^ics  of  his  ina- 


bib'ty  and  insufficiency,  ^re  by  the  said  ib%. 
himself  confessed,  and  that  in  the  best  manner 
and  form  the  same  could  be  done,  as  counsel 
learned  should  (>est  order ;  the  said  king  before 
the  said  lords  and  others  above-named,  hero-^ 
unto  benigidy  answered,  "  That  he  would 
with  effect  accomphsh,  what  before  in  that  be- 
half he  had  prombed/'  but  desired  to  have 
bome  discourse  with  his  cousins,  Henr^  duke  of 
Lannisfter,  and  the  said  lord  abp.  ot  Canter- 
bury, before  he  fulfilled  buch  his  promL»e.  Af- 
terwards the  same  day  after  dinner,  the  said 
king  much  affecting  the  comiiig  of  the  i>aid  duke 
of  Lancaster,  and  having  long  waited  for  him, 
at  last  the  said  duke  of  Lancaster,  the  lurds^^ 
and  others  above-named,  and  al>otlie  said  abjp. . 
of  GantcrhmT",  did  come  to  the  pre&ence  of  the 
said  king  in  the  tower  aforesaia ;  the  lords  dc  . 
Roos,  de  Willous^liby,  and  de  Bei^avcnny,  and 
very  many  others  being  then  thero  pre>cnt ; 
and  after  the  said  king  had  had  discourse  with 
the  said  duke  of  Lancaster  and  abp.  exhibiting  , 
a  merry  countenance  here  and  there  amongst 
them  to  part  thcreoi,  as  appeared  to  those  that  * 
stood  round  about ;  at  last  the  said  king  culling 
to  him  all  that  were  there  present,  did  publicly 
soy  before  them/  "  That  he  was  ready  to  make 
tlie  renunciation,  and  to  renojince  and  recede^ 
according  to  the  promise  by  him  made  as  afore- 
said.'' And  so  forthwith,  although,  as  was 
said  unto  him,,  he  might  have  made  some  de-  ' 
puty  to  have  served  as  the  organ,  of  his  Toice,. 
for  avoiding  so  tedious  a  labour  as  the  reading  . 
of  the  suid  cession  aud  renunciation,  reduced 
by  others  into'  a  schedule  of  parclimcnt;  yet 
the  said  king,  very  willingly  as  appeared,  and  - 
with  a  pleasant  countenance,  holding  the  said 
schedule  in  his  hand,  sM^  *<  That  he  himself 
would  read  it,"  and  'distkictlv  read  the  same 
through:  and  also  did  absolve  all  his  liege 
people,  and  renounce,  and  rececie,  and  swear, 
and  other  things  did  sa^  and  pronounce  iu 
reading,  and  did  .subscribe  it  with  his  o\y« 
hand,  as  i^  more  fully  contained  in  the  said 
schetiule ;  the  tenor  whereof  is  such.'* 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen«  I,  Richard,  : 
by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Eneland  and 
France,  and  lord  of  Ireland,  do  absolve  the 
abps.  bps.  and  other  prelates  of  churches,  se- 
cular or  regular,  of  whatsoever  dignity,  degree,  , 
state,  or  condition  tiicy  be ;  the  dutesi  luar- 
quisses,  earls,  barons,  vassals,  and  valvasors^ 
and  all  and  every  my  liege  people  whatsoever, 
ecclesiastics  or  seciuars,  ot  all  the  said  king- 
doms and  dominions,  by  what  npme  soever 
they  are  known,  from  the  oath  of  fealty  and 
homage,  and  other  oath&  whatsoever  to  me 
made,  and  from  all  bond  or  tye  of  legiancc, 
royalty,  and  dominion,  wherebjf  they  have  bcea^  . 
or  are  obliged,  or  otherwise  hi  any  manner 
bound  unto  tae.  And  I  do  free,  release,  and 
acquit  them  and  thair  heirs  and  successors  tor  ^ 
ever,  firom  tl^e  said  oaths  and  otlier  obligations 
^vhatsoever.  And^I  do  dismiss  tliem  ii-ec,  un- 
loosen, quit  and  in  full  immunity,  a3  far  as  re- 
lates to  my  perscji,  to  every  effect  of  law  which 
may  fuUow  trom  the  prciiussc8|  or  any  of  them. 
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'And  I  do  pirely,  of  my  own  accord,  simply 
and  absolutely,  in  and  by  the  best  manner, 
way,  and  form  that  may  be,  in  these  writings, 
renounce  and  totally  resigp,  all  kingly  dignity 
and  majesty,  und  the  crown  and  dommion  and 
power  of  the  said  kingdom  and  dominions,  and 
^U  other  my  dominions  and  possessions,  or  any 
"way  belonging  or  appertaining  unto  me,  by 
what  name  soever  they  may  be  reckoned  up 
tvithin  the  aforesaid  kingdoms,  or  elsewhere ; 
Hud  all  right  and  colour  of  right  and  title,  pos- 
sc^on,  and  dominion,  which  at  any  time  I 
have  had,  now  have,  or  by  any  means  shall 
have  in  or  to  the' same,  or  any  of  them,  with 
'their  universal  rfghts  and  appurtenances,  or 
any  dependencies  however,  on  them  or  any 
tf  them :  and  also  the  rule  and  government  of 
the  said  kingdoms  and  dominions,  and  their 
administration,  ajid  ail  manner  of  meer  and 
mixt  empire  and  jurisdiction  to  me  in  the  said 
kingdoms  belonging,  or  that  may  be  belonging; 
and  to  the  name  of  king,  and  the  honour,  re- 
gality, and  ceUittide  royal,  purely,  voluntarily, 
simply,  and  absolutely,  by  the  best  manner, 
way,  and  form,  that  the  same  ciin  be  done  in 
these  writing,  I  do  renounce,  and  them  do  to- 
tally resign,  and  in  deed  and  in  word  dismiss 
and  quit  the  same,  and  from  them  do  recede 
for  ever,  Saving  to  my  successors  kings  of 
England,  the  rights  to  them  or  any  of  them  be- 
longing, or  that  shall  any  way  belong,  in  the 
said  kingdoms  or  dominions,  and  all  other  the 
premisses  for  ever.  And  1  do  confess,  acknow- 
ledge, repute,  and  truly  and  out  of  certain 
'knowledge  do  judge  myself  to  have  been  and 
to  be  utteHy  insufhcient  and  unuseful  for  the 
rule  and  govt,  of  tlie  said  kingdoms  and  domi- 
nionSy  with  all  their  appurtenances :  and  that 
for  ray  notorious  demerits  I  deserve  to  be  de- 
posed. And  I  do  swear  upon  these  holy  gos- 
pels of  God,  by  me  corporally  touched,  that  I 
"will  never  act  contrary  to  the  said  resignation, 
renunciation,  dismission,  and  cession ;  nor  any 
"Way  oppose  the  same  in  deed  or  in  word,  by 
myself  or  any  other  or  odiers :  nor  will,  as 
inuch  as  in  me  lies,  pennit  tl>e  samo  publicly  or 
piivately  to  be  contraried  or  opposed ;  but  the 
said  renunciation,  resignation,  dismission,  and 
cession,  will  for  ever  esteem  ratilled  and  weil- 
pkasing,  and  firmly  hold  and  obser\'e  the  same 
zn  the  whole  and  ^n  every  part;*  so  God  me 
li«lp,  and  these  holy  gospels  of  God.  I  tlie 
belorcynumed  king  Richard  do  here  subscribe 
tajTself  with  my  own  hand"." 

•*  And  presently  to  the  said  renunciation 
aod  cession,  the  said  king  added  by  word  of 
uiouU),  '  Thai  if  it  Iny  in  Us  pywcr  the  i^n'd 
duke  of  Lancaater  shotjid  sucee<jd  lum  in  Lis 
Jdngd'jin.'  But,  bccjiuse,  ws  he  said,  this  did 
not  depend  on  his  pleHSurC;  he  did  requi^si  the 
fioid  abp.  of  York,  wnd  bp.  of  Hereford,  whom 
lie  f^r  uitLi  timti  had  curu^titiited  hh  procura- 
lor^i  to  JccIlU^  and  inliinate  such  his  cessjtin 
und  renuncjatioii  to  the  stat&B  of  the  kiiii^dotn, 
*  Tliat  they  would  br  ph  ust^d  to  sif^tiify  to  the 
People,  Im  wjJI  and  intcrition  in  ilmX  behnlf.' 
Aniiu  tokcJi  of  iAidiliis  will  and  intention^  did 


tlien  and  there  openly  pluck  off  the  gokkn  rioj^ 
of  his  signet  from  his  own  finger,  and  put  it 
upon  the  finger  of  the  said  duke  of  Lancaster, 
desiring  as  he  afhrmed,  that  the  same  might  b« 
made  known  to  all  tlie  sttMSfs  of  the  kingdpn. 
Wliich  being  done,  taking  their  leaves  on  both 
sides,  they  all  went  out  of  the  said  tower  to 
return  to  their  lodging;*. 

"  But  on  the  morrow,  viz.  Tuesday  the  feast 
of  St.  Jerome,  in  the  gr^at  hall  at  Westminster, 
in  the  place  honourably  prepared  for  holding 
the  pari,  the  said  abj^s.  of  Canterbury  and 
York,  and  the  duke  ot  Lancaster^  and  otincr 
dukes  and  lords,  as  well  spiritual  as  temporal^ 
whose  names  are  under  written,  and  the  com- 
mons of  the  said  kingdom,  assembled  in  a  great 
^lultifudc  in  pari,  being  present,  and  the;  said 
duke  of  Lancaster  being  seated  in  a  place  due 
to  his  quality,  and  the  chair  of  state,  being  so- 
lemnly adorned  with  cloth  of  gold,  but  then 
empty,  without  any  person  whatever  presiding 
therein ;  the  above-named  abp.  of  York,  in  the 
name  of  4iimself,  and  of  the  said  bp.  of  Here- 
ford, according  to  the  order  of  the  said  kiog, 
did  publicly  declare  die  Cession,  and  >  Renun- 
ciation, to  have  been  so  made  by  him  as  atbre- 
suid,  with  the  subsciiption  of  bis  royal  hand^ 
and  dchvery  of  his  signet.  And  the  said  Ces- 
sion and  Renunciation,  did  there  cause  to  be 
read  by  another,  first  in  Latin  and  then  in 
English. 

**  Immediately  after  which,  it  was  demanded 
of  tlie  estates  and  people  th^re  present,  to 
wit,  first  of  tiie  abp.  of  Canterbury,  to  whom, 
by  reason  of  i:he  dignity  aud  prerogative  of 
his  ];nctropoiium  churcii  of  Canterbury,  it 
belongs  in  this  behalf  to  have  the  first  voice 
amongst  the  rest  of  the  prelates,  and  nobleA 
of  the  realm,  *  whether,  for  their  interest  and 
the  utiUty  of  the  kingdom,  they  would  be 
to    admit    such  Renunciiation    and 


pleased 

Cession.^  And  the  said  states  anc^  people, 
judging  from  the  causes  by  tlie  said  king 
himself,  in  his  Renunciation  and  Cessiou 
aforesaid,  signified)  tiiat  the  same  was  very 
expedient,  did  each  man  singly  by  himself, 
and  in  common  witli  tlie  people,  unanimously 
admit  the  sr.id  Cessi9n  and  Renunciation. 
Afler  which  admission,  it  was  then  and  there 
publicly  declared,  tliat  besides  ^such  Cession 
and  Renunciation,  so  as  aforesaid  admitted, 
it  W9uld  be  very  expedient  and  profitable  to 
the  kingdom,  for  the  removing  of  all  scruples, 
and  taking  away  sinister  suspicions,  that  very 
many  crimes  and  defects,  oy  the  said  king 
about  the  ill  governance  of  his  kingdom  very 
often  committed,  reduced  into  writing  bv  way^ 
of  articles,  by  reason  of  which,  as  himseit* 
affmned  in  the  Cession,  by  hiin  made,  he  was- 
deservedly  to  be  deposed,  should  be  pubhcly 
read,  and  declared  to  the  people.  And  so 
tlie  greatest  part  o£  the  said  axticles  were' 
then  iind  there  read  tlirQugh,  .  The  tenour  of 
all  which  articles  is  such;**-^ 

ArticUi  against  Richard  IL    .• 
*'  Imprimis^  It    is    ol(jected  against  king. 
Klchard,  that  whereas  by  reason  of  his  iU 
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fpvU  viz,  hb  ^ving  away  the  goods  and  pO!i- 
tessions  belonging  to  his  cfown,  -and  thftt  to 
parsons  unwoniiy ;  and  bis'  indiscreet  squnn- 
dfiriog  the  same  away  otherwise,  and  to  that 
end  imposing,  without  cause,  coQections  and 
other  nievDus  burthens  on  his  people,  more 
than  they  were  able  to  bear :  and  also  innu* 
merable  other  evils  by  his  assent  and  command 
perpetrated;  there  were  by  the  whole  pari, 
certain  prelates^  and  others,  temporal  lords, 
elected  and  assigned^  who  might  with  all 
their  power,  and  at  their  own  cbarg;ef,  fiiith- 
IttUy  labour  about  the  just  govt,  of  the  realm : 
Tet  the  kin^  causing  a  conventicle  to  be  held 
by  him,  with  his  accomplices,  the  said  lords, 
as  well  spiritual  as  temporal,  so  occupied 
nbout  the  safety  and  profit  of  the  kingdom, 
did  propose  to  impeach  of  high  treason ;  and 
did  violentW  draw  the  judges  of  tlie  kingdom, 
ibr  fear  of  death  and  corporal  tortures,  to 
such  his  wicked  purpose,  most  vieorously 
striving  to  destroy  the  said  lords.— 3L  The 
said  king  lately  at  Shrewsbury,  caused  several, 
and  tlie  greater  part  of  the  judges,  to  come 
before  bun  and  his  fkvonrites  privately  in  a 
chamber,  and  by  menaces,  ana  various  ter- 
rors, and  such  affrightments  as  might  fall 
0veQ  upon  ni«n  of  constant  resolntions,,  did 
induce,  cause,  aind  compel  them  severally  to 
answer  certain  questions  there  propounded, 
on  the  behalf  of  the  king ;  concerning  the 
laws  of  his  kingdom,  besides,  and  against 
their  will,  and  otherwise  than  they  would 
have  answered,  had  they  been  at  lilierty  and 
unforced.  By  colour  of  which  answers,  the 
said  king  purposed  to  have  proceeded  after- 
wards to  the  (kstmction  of  Tho.  duke  of  Glou* 
ccster,  and  the  earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick, 
and  other  brds,  against  whosd  deeds  and  be- 
haviour the  said  king  v^as  much  mcensed, 
chiefly  because  they  desired  the  said  king  to 
be  under  good  guidance;  but  proiidence  with- 
standing it,  by  the  resistance  aitd  power  of  the 
said  loras,  th^  king  wat  not  able  to  bring  such 
his  design  to  fffiect.— HI,  When  the  lords  tem- 
poral d^endihig  themselves,  had  withstood  his 
malice  and  fraud,  and  tho  said  king  had  pre- 
iiiccd  a  day  tor  holding  his  pari,  to  do  them 
and  other  mhabitants  of  the  reahn,  justice  in 
thaa  behalf,  and  the  said  temporal  lords  were 
quietly  and  peaceably  gone  home,  and  at  rest 
in  theif  houses,  in  hope  and  confidet^cc  of 
the  said  pad.  the  king  secretly  sent  the  duke 
of  Ireland  with  hb  letters  and  standard  to- 
wards Chester,  and  there  gathered  multitudes 
in  arms,  and  caused  tlicm  to  rise  against  the 
Mid  lords,  the  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  and 
9ervants  of  the  state,  publicly  erecting  his 
standard  amnst  the  peace  wliiah  he  had  sworn 
to  keep.  From  whence  slaughters  of  men, 
captiyitif  s,  diseentions,  and  other  infinite  mis- 
chief, did  ensue  throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom ;  by  which' act  he  became  guilty  of  perjury. 
•«-IV,  Although  the  said  king  ba^d  in  full  psri. 
nnd  by  the  assent  thereof,  pardoned  the  said 
duke  of  Glouoetter,  and  earlt  of  Arundel  and 
V^arwick^  and  all  their  assbtants,  and  othei?. 


all  offences ;  and  had  for  many  years  shewn 
signs  of  peace  andlove>  to  the  said  duke  an^ 
earls,  and  to  the  rest  appeared  with  a  plea- 
sant and  benign  countenance.  Yet  the  said 
king  always  and  continually  bearing  |all  in  his 
heart,  dki  at  last,  taking  an  opportunity,  cause 
the  said  duke  of  Gloucester,  the  unde  of  hfan^ 
the  said  king,  and  also  the  son  of  £dw.  the 
late  king  of  England,  Of  happy  memory,  am) 
constabte  of  Ei^ud,  then  humbly  going  to 
meet  the  said  king,  in  solemn  procession;  and 
the  said  earls  of  Arundel,  and  Warwick,  to  be 
taken  and  arrested;  and  him  the  said  duke 
out  of  the  kingdom  of  Engt^d,  to  the  town 
of  Calais,  did  cause  to  be  led,  and  there  im- 

Srisoned,  and  under  the  custody  of  the  earl  of 
Tottingham,  one  of  the  appellors  of  the  said 
duke,  detained,  and  without  answer,  or  any 
lawful  process  whatsoever,  did  inhumanly  ana 
cruelly  cause  to  be  suffocated,  stranded,  and 
murdered.  And  the  earl  of  Arundel,  though 
he  pleaded  as  well  the  ^neral  pardon,  as  a 
pardon  aflerwards  to  bran  specially  granted^ 
and  desired  justice  to  be  done  him,  yet  in  his  . 
parL  encompassed  with  armed  men,  and  in- 
numerable archers  of  the  people  by  him  ga* 
thercd  to  that  purpose  by  pressmg,  did  damn- 
ably conse  to  he  beheaded.  And  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  and  lord  Cobham,  did  commit  to 
perpetual  imprisonment;  wickedly  and  against 
justice,  and  the  kws  of  his  kingdom,  and  his 
express  Oath,  confiscating  their  lands  and  te-! 
nements,  as  well  fee-simple,  as  fee-tail,  fixim 
them  and  their  heirs,  and  giving  the  same  to 
tlieir  appellors. — ^V.  At  the  same  time,  that 
the  king  in  his  pari,  caused  the  duke  o(  Glou- 
cester^ and  earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  to 
be  adjudged,  that  he  might  more  freely  exer- 
cise lus  cruelty  upon  them,  and  accomplish  his 
injurious  will  in  other  matters,  he  gathered  to 
himself  a  great,  multitude  of  malefactors  of 
the  county  of  Chester;  of  whom  some  passing 
with  the  king  through  the  kingdom,  as  well 
within  the  king's  palace  as  without,  did  cruelly 
kill  the  liege  subjects  of  the  kingdom,  and 
some  they  beat  and  wounded,  and  did  plunder 
the  goods  of  the  people,  and  refuse  to  pay  for 
their  victuals,  and  did  ravish  and  \iolate  their 
wives,  and  other  women;  and  though  there 
were  grievous  complaints,  of  such  Uieir  ex- 
cesses, brought  to  the  hearing  of  the  said 
king,  yet  the  said  kii^  did  not  reprd  to  cause 
justice  to  be  done,  or  any  remec^  thereupon, 
but  did  favour  the  ffaid  troops  m  such  their 
evil-doings,  trusting  in  them  and  their  guard, 
against  all  otliers  of  liis  kingdom ;  for  which 
cause,  the  faithful  people  of  nis  khigdom  had 
ereat  matter  of  commotion  and  indi^iation.— -^ 
VI.  Althoogh  the  said  king  by  nis  writs, 
caused  proclamation  to  be  made  through^ 
out  the  whole  kingdom,  that  he  had  caused 
his  uncle  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  and  the 
earli  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  to  be  takea 
and  varrested,  not  for  any  assembHnjp  or 
troopings  by  them  formerly  made  withm  tbf 
kin^om  of  En^and,  but  mr  very  many  ci«^ 
tortions,  oppressions,  and  other  things  by  thpo^ 
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afterwards  done,  and  perpetrated,  against  his 
royalty,  and  kingly  maj. ;  and  that  it  was  not 
his  intention,  tl^it  any  o(  the  family  of  the 
stud  duke,  and  earls,  or  of  their  followers  at 
the  time  of  such  asscmbKng,  and  trooping, 
should  for  that  occasion  be  molested,  or  ag- 
grieved; yet  the  said  king,  <»t  last,  in  his  pari. 
did  not  impeach  the  said  lords  for  extortions, 
oppressions,  or  any  such  matters,  but  for  the 
tissemblings  and  tt'ooptngs  aforesaid  did  ad- 
jad^  them  to  death ;  and  very  many  of  the 
family  of  the  said  lords,  and  others,  who  were 
following  them  at  the  time  of  such  their  as- 
sembling, and  trooping,  he  did,  for  fear  of 
death,  force  to  make  iine  and  ransom,  as 
traitors  or  rebels,  to  the  treat  destruction  of 
a  great  ntunber  of  his  people.  And  so  he 
did  subtlely,  fraudulently,  and  maliciously  de- 
ceive the  said  lords,  and  their  domestics,  and 
the  people  of  his  kingdom. — ^Vlf.  After  very 
many  of  those  persons  so  makin<7  fine  and 
ransom,  had  obtained  of  the  king  his  letters 
patent  of  full  pardon  in  the  premises,  they 
could  not  reap  any  commodity  by  such  letters 
of  pardon,  till  they  had  made  new  fines,  and 
ransoms,  for  saving  of  their  life,  whereby  very 
many  were  impoverished  j  which  was  a  great 
derogation  and  dishonour  to  the  name  and 
state  nf  a  king. — Vm."  In  the  last  parlia- 
ment held  at, Shrewsbury,  the  said  king  pur- 
posing to  oppress  his  people,  subtlely  pro- 
cured, and  caused'  it  to  be  granted,  <<  that 
the  power  of  the  pari,  by  the  Consent  of 
the  states  of  this  kingdom,  should  remain  in 
certain  persons,  to  determine,  after  the  disso- 
lution of  the  pari,  certain  petitions  in  the  said 
girl,  exhibited,  but  then  not  dispatched.'' 
y  colour  of  which  grant,  the  persons  so  de- 
puted proceeded  to  other  thmes  generally 
tOQChing  that  pari.  And  this  wiui  the  will  of 
the  king ;  in  derogation  of  the  state  of  pari, 
and  the  great  damage  of  the  whole  kint^aom, 
and  pernicious  exartple.  And  that  they  might 
seem  to  have  some  colour  and  authority  for 
such  their  doings,  the  king  caused  the  Pari. 
lUAh  to  be  altered  and  blotted  at  liis  pleasure, 
m^nst  the  effect  of  the  said  grant. — IX.  Not- 
withstanding the  said  king  at  his  coronation 
lad  sworn,  "  that  in  till  his  judgments,  he 
would  cause  to  be  done  equal  and  right  justice 
Imd  discretion,  in  inercy  and  truth,  according 
to  his  power ;"  yet  the  said  king,  rigorously, 
wtdiont  lill  mercy,  did,  amongst  other  things, 
ordimi,  under  grievous  penalties,  that  none 
ahontd  snc  for  any  "favour,  or  intercede  with 
the  said  king,  for  Henry  duke  of  Lancaster 
betiig  banislied,  whereb^^  the  said  king  did  act 
^aittst  the  bond  of  charity,  rashly  violating 
liis  Oath  aforesaid. — X.  Although  the  crown  of 
the  kingdom  of  England^  ftnd  the  rights  of  the 
SftiA  crown,  and  die  kmgdom  itself,  nave  in  all 
timepsst  been  so  free,  tliat  our  lord  the  pope, 
nor  finy  other  without  the  kingdom,  ought  to 
Concern  himself  about  the  same ;  y^t  the  afore- 
lAid  king,  fdrthe  corroboration  of  such  his  er-c 
tattoos  statutes,  did  make  supplication  to 
p<^i   that  he  irould   con- 
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firm  the  statutes  ordained  in  his  last  parlia- 
ment; whereupon  our  lord  t^ie  pope  granted 
his  Apostolic  Letters,  in  which  grievous  cen* 
sures  are  denounced  against  any  t[«at  should 
presume  in  any  thing  to  act  contrary  to  the 
said  statutes ;  all  which  arc  well  known  to  tend 
against  the  crown  and  royal  dignity,  and  iv- 
gainst  the  statutes  and  liberties  of  tlie  said 
kingdom.— XL  Although  the  lord  Henry,  now 
duke  of  Lancaster,  by  the  king's  command, 
had  preferred  his  hill  touching  the  "  Siute  and 
Honour  of  the  King"  against  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, and  the  same  had  duly  prosecuted ;  so 
that,  according  to  the  king's  order,  he  had  ex- 
hibited himself  in  all  points  prepared  for  the 
combat ;  and  the  said  king  liad  declared,  that 
the  said  duke  of  Lancaster  had  honourably 
performed  his  devoir  as  much  as  in  him  lay; 
and  this  by  a  decree  publicly  proclaimed  before 
all  the  people  assembled  at  the  sai'i  combat: 
yet  the  said  king,  without  any  Icenl  reason 
whatsoever,  did  cause  and  command  the  said 
duke  to  be  banished  for  ten  years,  against  all 
justice,  and  the  laws  and  customs  of  Uiis  king- 
dom, and  the  law  of  war  in  that  behalf,  thcre-^ 
by  damnably  incurring  penury. — ^XIL  After 
the  said  king  had  graciously  granted  by  his 
letters  patents,  to  the  lord  Henry,  now  duke  of 
Lancaster,  that  in  his  absence,  whilst  he  was 
banished,  his  general  attuniics  might  prose- 
cute for  liverjT  to  him  to  be  made  ot  all  man- 
ner of  inheritance  or  successions  belonging 
unto  him;  and  that  his  homage  should  be.  re- 
spited, paying;  a  certain  reasonable  fine;  he 
injuriously  did  rovoke  the  said  letters  patent^ 
against  the  laws  of  the  land,  thereby  incurring 
the  crime  of  perjury. — XIII.  Notwithstanding 
that  it  was  enacted,  that  every  ytear  the  otfi-i 
cers  of  the  king,  with  his  juices,  and  others 
of  th^  king's  council,  should  choose  sherifB 
for  all  the  counties  of  England,  and  name  thent 
to  our  lord  the  king,  according  as  to  their  dis^ 
cretion  and  conscience  should  seem  expedient^ 
for  the  good  and  utility  of  the  kingdom,  the 
said  king  hath  caused  persons  to  be  made  she- 
rif!s„  not  so  nominated  or  elected ;  'but  others, 
according  to  the  capricies  of  his  pleasure, 
sometimes  his  favourites  or  creatures,  and 
sometimes  such'  as  he  knew  would  not  oppose 
his  humour,  for  his  own  and  others  private  ad- 
vantage, to  the  ereat  grievance  of  his  peopily 
and  against  the  Taws  of  his  kingdom,  therebt 
notoriously  incurring  peijury.— OCIV.  At  suclr 
time  as  the  aforesaid  king  requested,  and  had 
of  very  many  lords  and  othei^  of  liis  kuigdom, 
divers  sums  of  money  by  way  of  loan,  to  h6 
paid  again  at  a  certain  terra,  nbtwtthstandlof 
the  said  kin$  fkithfuUy  promised  by  his  sercnd 
letters  patent  to  the  several  persons  of  whoa 
he  borrowed  the  said  monies,  that  at  the  term 
limited  as  aforesftid,  he  would  repai^the  same; 
yet  ht  did  not  fulfil  such  his  promise,  nor  are 
they  yet  satisfied  tlie  said  monies,  whereb^ 
such  creditors  are  much  aggrieved;  and  not 
only  they,  but  many  others  of  the  kin^ 
dom,  repute  the  king  nnfWithtUl.'-XV.  Where- 
I  as  the  kuig  of  BngMiiy  *bj  tbe  i^naaitM  Id 
i     9 
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kingflom,  and  tlic  patrimony  belonj^ini;  to  his 
Vrowii,  i")  able  to  live  honestly,  uithout  the 
'opprcr>ion  of  his  people,  as  long  as  tiie  kinj.- 
'duni  is  pot  burdened  with  the  eharge  of  wars; 
jet  the  said  kini;,  in  a.  manner,  tor  hi>  whole 
time,  during  the  truces  between  the  kinpioni 
of  Kniiland  and  its  ad\ei"sarie.^,  halli  not  only 
'given  away  a  ^reut,  yea  indeed  the  preate.st 
J. art  of  his  js;»jd  pairiniony,  and  this  to  unwor- 
thy persons  ;  but  aUo  liath  furtiicr  imposed  on 
liis  siibiccts  so  many  burden>  of  money  grant- 
ed, as  it  were,  every  year  of  his  reiirn,  that 
thereby  he  halli  extremely  :md  too  excessivt  ly 
opprosed  his  people,  to  the  impoveri.4imeiJt 
of  his  Kinj;dom;  not  converting  the  goorls  ^o 
I(''\f('d  to  the  eonunodiry  and  profit  of  the 
kin«:d)m  of  England,  but  pro<ligally's'piander- 
in*;  It  away,  for  llic  ostenuition  of  his  name, 
Unil  in  pomp  and  vaiu-glory;  whilst  l;reat^ums 
of  money  are  owing  ,in  his  kingdom  for  the 
victuals  of  his  household,  and  other  thinus 
bouixht,  thougli  he  hath  abounded  with  richej. 
and  treasures  uiore  than  any  of  liis  pro^eni- 
toi-s. — W'l.  'Mie  said  king,  notwiihpgio  keep 
or  j)rotect  theju>t  laws  amd  custom-*  of  hia  king- 
iloin,  but  according  to  his  arbitrary  will  to  do 
whatsoever  should  occur  to  his  de^irei>;  >oin('- 
tiines,  and  very  often,  when  the  laws  of  liir>  | 
kiii^(kim  h.ave  been  expounded  and  declared 
lo  I,ini  by  the  judges  and  others  of  his  council, 
iinil  tliut  they  have  dciired  that  he  would  tlo 
ju>riee  according  ty  those  laws,  hath  expressly, 
jiTrl  with  au  aii;;ry  siiiJ  knight  v  countemi  ne'e, 
*a(d,  '  that  bis  hvws  wero  hi  his  mouth;"  and 
i*oi»iili[ne%  "  ll)Ji[  they  were  in  his  brcaM ;" 
hitd  tbiit  "  Ik:  hjm!*rlf  olone  could  make  and 
rhiMijie  (ht?  Jaws  of  hk  kingdom:''  and  being 
KLdfKeJ  wtth  Lhnt  ojjliuoii,  did  not  sutVcr  jus- 
iwr  to  be  iliine  to  very  mtiny  of  his  liege  pco- 
Jrfle,  bLi!  by  threaJi  ;ind  terrors  hath  (breed 
%ery  inmy  la  reii?^*^  fnnti  the  prosecution  of 
I'oiihityn  JiUftice*— XVU.  That  at'tcr  certain 
xtfiHir^s  had  bi?t*N  imjifp  in  pari,  wliich  always 
bind  uU  tUiV  fljn  !.pc"t  IjjHt  revoked  by  the 
ihorily  of  (ul'jthef  purl,  Uic  said  khig,  de>i 
in  CJUoy  fttifh  IJIm  riy  tliat  no  such  sUitures 
^hnu^a  «o  bind  Imiy  bin  yhi\t  he  might  do  and 
<\e(^illo  hx3  y\^.umi.j  Mibllely  procured  a  peti- 
floM  t\j  be  pl^*ft  rrrd  in  lus  pari,  on  brjiidf  of  the 
fc|i1iJUK*n:dty  yf  biti  L(tij:doin,  and  tu  be  granted 
10  film  In  pTM-ridt  **  thsijt  lie  might  be  as  frie 
as  any  of  !iU  pn^treotlora  were  before  him." 
l^V  C'^IoHt  of  \,\h\*.\i  petition  and  eonressiun, 
die  said  li'iug  bath  very  Ctfien  conmiauded  very 
nmny  thinp  Ui  be  done  ttguhi>t  such  statutes 
^urepeiilciin  »«,'in^  ibciejn  exjjressly  and  know- 
hvA\  ne\vin%l  liU  ciai!i  Mken  n"i  corj^)nation,  as 
s^'H  ;  -i  XVlll.  Alcboii^h  it  was  enacted 
jn\>{  in  J.iizjrJ^  th;U  Un  hheriff  should  bold  his 
^iet!  iifc^on^  ijiie  v<ni'  (Oiiether;  but  tliat  o 
yviiTf  AHi%iV\  ptt«  it*f<rrt;  He  shouhl  be  again 
;idm»ili'd  v>  ibat  r»fiice;  the  said  kinj;  iid. 
i(Pttu-fim(^  ^»i*  hw  fm»  single  coni'nodi'.y,  and 
Hi)  of  oUiers  for  their 
rd  and  caused  cirtain 
ixriiain  couthnurily  in 
*'  .',  somet lines  o  yeurs, 


irmg 


against  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  statute 
aibre:»Hid,  thereby  incurring  perjury  ;  and  tlii:» 
is  notorious,  public,  and  generally  ill  spoken 
of.  -  Xl\.  Altljough  by  the  statute  and  custom 
of  his  reahn,  in  lliC  calUng  together  of  every 
pari,  his  peoidc  in  the  several  counties  of  the 
king<loni  ought  to  be  irca  in  choosing  and  de- 
noting two  knights  to  be  present  in  such  par- 
liament, for  each  respective  county,  and  to 
declare  tiieir  grievances,  and  to  prosecute 
.<>uch  rcmedie.!)  thereupon,  as  to  tlicni  shall 
seem  exj.edient;  yet  the  aforesaid  king,  that 
in  his  parliaments  he  might  be  able  more 
freely  to  accomplish  the  elfects  of  his  head- 
strong will,  did  \ery  often  direct  his  connnands 
to  his  sherift's,  that  they  siajidd  cause  to  come 
to  his  parhamenis,  as  knights  of  the  sliiie, 
ceVtain  persons  by  the  said  king  named;  which 
knijihts,  beinj;  hi&  favourites,  he  might  lead,  as 
ot'ien  he  had  doiic,  sometimes  by  various  mi,'- 
naces  juid  t(  rrors,  and  sometimes  by  gifts,  to 
con>ent  to  tho>e  thing.**  as  were  prejudiciid  to 
the  king4ir)ui,  a^^d  exceeding  burden^oule  to 
the  people;  and  especially  to  grant  to  the 
said  king  a  siib>idv  on  wool  for  the  **  term  of 
his  life,"  and  another  subsidy  for  certain  yCars, 
thereby  to«»  grie\()usly  opnressing  his  peopU-. 
— XX.  The  .said  khig,  tnat  he  might  more 
treely  fullil  and  i'ollow  in  c^ery  thing  liis  own 
arbitrary  will,  did  unlawfully  caube  aud  com- 
nnmd,  tlint  the  .sheriiVs  throughout  his  whole 
realm,  besides  then:  ancient  accustomed  oath, 
should  swear  that  they  would  obey  all  his 
commands,  as  often  as  they  should  be  directed 
to  tliem,  under  his  great  and  priyy  seal,  and 
also  his  letters  under  his  signet;  and  that  in 
case  the  sahl  4ieril}s  should  come  to  know  that 
any  within  their  baliwick.s,  of  whatsoever  con- 
dition they  were,  had  publicly  or  secretly  said 
or  spoken  any  ill,  tliat  might  tend  to  the  dis- 
grace or  scandal  of  his  royal  person,  tliey 
should  arrest  and  inifirisim  them,  there  safely 
to  lie  kej)t  till  they  sliould  receive  command 
Ironi  tlio  kin^  to  the  contrary,  as  may  be  found 
in  the  record;  which  fact,  may  probably  tend 
to  tlh-*  de^trut  lion  of  many  of  the  liege  people 
of  tlie  said  kingdom. — XXI.  The  said  king, 
striving  to  tnunple  under  foot  Ids  people,  and 
subtlcJN  to  acquire  their  goods  to  himself,  that 
he  might  {d)Ound  in  supcrlliious  riches,  did 
cause  the  peojilc  of  17  counties  of  the  reahn 
to  Mibmil  thiHnselvcs  to  the  kin^  «ls  tniitors^ 
by  letters  under  their  seals;  by  colour  whereof 
he  goL  mighty  sums  of  money  to  be  granted 
him,  by  the  clerj^y  and  people  of  tliose 
counties,  /or  obtainmg  hrs  royal  good-will  and 
favour:  and  ihounh,  to  please  the  people,  the 
king  had  caused  those  obligatory  letters  to  be 
restored ;  vet  ihfe  procurators  of  the  people, 
having  full  power  grunted  them  to  oblige  them- 
selv(?s  and  their  heii's  to  the  «ud  king ;  he,  tho 
said  king,  caused  them  mider  their  seals,  to  be 
bound  to  him  in  tho  n-.unc  of  the  said  people; 
a.id  i-o  deceived  his  people,  aiul  subtlely  ex- 
torted fnmi  them  their  goods. — XXII.  Al- 
thoui^h  the  sajd  king,  at  liis  coronation,  had 
<\\mrn   to    ke«p  the   hberties  granted    to    the 
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church  of  England  ;  yet  the  saiil  kin?;,  bv  rea- 
son of  his  voyage  into  Ireland,  did  by  his  let- 
ters  command  very  manv  reli^^ious  p'-rsous, 
viz.  ahbotb  and  priors  of  his  kijit'dom,  i^tricily 
requiring  that  some  of  tliem  should  ^cnd  tu 
him  certain  horses;  and   some  of  them   not 
only  horses,  but  »l!*o  waggons  and  rarriaufs 
for  his  said  voyajge,   or   in  lieu   thereof  greai 
sums  of  money  in  the  said  letters  expressed : 
by  which  manner  of  writins,  he  forced  miuiy 
of  such  religious  out  of  fear  to  fulfil  his  will  anil 
command;  whereby  they  were  heavily  impo- 
rerished  and  oppressed,  in  nifnnifest  deroga- 
tion of  ecclesiasticid  liberty;  by  which  pretext 
the  said  king;  did  incur  perjury. — XX  III,  l\\ 
most  of  the  great  royal  council?,  when  the 
lords  of  the  realm,  the  judges  ana  others,  be- 
ing charged  that  th<*y  wotdd  faithfully  counsel 
tlite  king  in  matters  relating  to  his  state  and 
that  of  his  kingtfopi:  the  said  lords,   justices, 
and  others,  rery  often  in  giving  counsel,  ac- 
cording to  their  best  discretion^  have  been  l;y 
the  king  suddcnlv  and  so  fiercely  chidden  and 
reproved,  that  they  hare  not  dared  to  speak 
tlie  truth,  in  giving  then-  advice  for  the  state 
of  tlie    king    and    kingdom. —  XXIW    The 
trejvsure,    crowns,    reliouc?,   and    other  jew- 
eb,  Tiz.    the   goods    ot   the   kingdom,  whidi 
time   out   of    mind  have  been   repositcd    in 
the   treasury   of   the   kingdom,    for   the   ho- 
nour of  the    king,   and   presen'ation    of    his 
kingdom    against   any   sudden   event  or  ex- 
igency; the  said  king  going  out  of  his  kingdom 
into  Ireland,  did  take  away,  and  caused   tlie 
same  to  be  earned  with  him,  "  without  the 
consent  of  the  states  of  ihe  kinjidoin  :"  where- 
by this  kingdom  had  been  vastly  impoverished, 
if  God  by  the  retJiking  of  the  said  goods  agtiin-.t 
the  said  king's  will  had  not  oihei-w  ise  pruviiied. 
And  furthermore  the  said  king  did  cause  the 
Kolb  of  Reconls  touching  the  state  and  govt,  of 
hi5  kingdom  to  be  destroyed  and  rased,  t(»  the 
great  prejudice  of  his  people,  and  disinheriting 
of  the  crown  of  tho  said  kin«rd(im  :  and  all  this, 
as  tis  probably  beJievcd,  in  favour  and  su|)port 
of  bis  evil  governance. — XXV.  The  said  king 
was  wont,  Jis  it  were  perpetually,  to  be  so  va- 
riable and  dissembling  in   his  worfls  and  wri- 
tings, and  so  contrary  to  himself,  and  especi- 
ally in  writing  to  the  pope,  and  to  kings,  and 
other  lords  out  of  tho  kingdom,  and  within  it, 
and  also  to  others  his  subjects,  that  no  man 
living  that  knew  his  conditions  could  or  would 
confide  in  him ;  nay,  he  was  reputed  so  un- 
ihithfnl  and  unconstant,   that  it  became  scan- 
dalous not  only  to  liis  own  person,  but  also  to 
the  whole  kingdom,  and  especially  amongst  fo- 
reigners of  all  the  world  who  came  to  know  the 
same. — XXVI.  Although  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments, tho  goods  axid  chnttek  of  every  free- 
man, by  the  i^ws  of  the  realm  used   from  all 
time  heretiifore,  ought  not  to  be  taken  from 
him,  imless  they  be  forfeited :    yet  the  said 
king  purposing  and  longing  to    weaken  such 
kiws,  in  the  presence  of  very  many  lords,  and 
Otliers  of  the  commonalty;of  the  kingdom,  hath 
^^ucotly  said  and  a^med^  '*  That  tlic  life 


of  every  one  of  his  subjects,  and  his  lands,  te^ 
nements,  goods,  and  chattels,  are  his  the  said 
kin«;'s,  at  his  will  and  pleasure,  w  ithout  any 
forfeitun*." — Which  is  utterly  again>t  the  laws 
and    customs    of   the    kingdom    afore>ait|, — 
XX\'I  r.  Although  it  was  enacted  and  ordiiined, 
ami   is   hitherto   confirmed,  that  no  freeman 
!»hall  betaken,  nor  any  way  destroyed;  and. 
that  the  king  shall  not  i)ass,  nor  send  any  Ui 
pass  upon  him,  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of 
his  peers,  or  by  the  laws  of  the  land  :  )Ct  by 
the  will,  command  and  order  of  the  said  khjg, 
very  many  of  his  liege  people  being  maliciou.'l/. 
accu.'ied   for  having  publicly  or  secretly  said 
something  that  might   tyud  to   the  disprai>e, 
scandal,  or  di^^race  of  the  person  of  the  said 
king,   hav^  been  takeii  and  imprLs<uied,  and 
brought  before  the  coi^tablu  and  marshal  of 
England  in  the  court  fmlitary,  in  which  courii 
tlie  said  liege  people  being  accused  would  not 
be  admitted,  to  make  any  other  answer,  than 
that  they  were  no  wav  guilty,  and  would  j no- 
tify the  same,  and  defend  themselves  by  tlieir 
b(wlies,   and   not  otherwise;    notwithstanding 
their  appellors  were  young  men,  stout  am^ 
lusty,  and   those  so  accused,  fincicnt  and  im- 
potent, maimed  or  infirm ;  whereby  iu)t  only 
destruction,  of  the  lords  and  gnmdee.i  of  the 
kingdom,  but  iJso  of  all  and  singular  persons  of 
the  comfiionalty  of  the  same  may  probably  en- 
sue :  since  therefore  the  said  king  hath  wilfully 
acted  iV)ntrary  to  such  a  statute  of  this  king- 
dom, tis  not  to  be  doubled  but  he  hath  therel.iy 
incuiTcd  the  crime  of  perjury. — XXV'lIf.  A!- 
thouirh  the  people  of  the  roului  of  Englajiid,  by 
virtut'  of  their  leL'iaiice,  are  fidly  enough  bounj 
to  their  king ;  and  t(ie  said  kin^%   by  the  laws 
and  customs  c^his  klusztlum^  is  ei\abfef\  to  cori 
rect  and  punish  his  people,  if  in  any  kind  they 
transgress  ;  yet  the  su^d  king  dov^rjng  to  t»*aui-: 

f)le  on,  and  too  much  oppress  his  people,  .that 
ic  <iiught  x)\e  more  freely  execute  i\nd  tollo*v 
the  humour  of  his  foolish  and  unlaw^l  will,  b)  I  is 
lettere  to  all  tlie  counties  of  liis  kmgdom,  did 
enjoin  and  command,  that  all  his  subjects,  ai 
well  spiritual  as  temjiond,  should  take  certiiin 
oaths  m  general,  which  were  too  grievous  ux 
theiii^  and  which  might  probaljly  cause  the  final 
destruction  of  his  people  ;  and  that  they  should 
confirm  such  their  oaths  under  their  letters  aiui 
seals^  To  which  royal  cononand,  the  p^oplt; 
of  his  kingdom  did  submit  and  pay  •obedience, 
that  they  might  not  incur  his  indignation  or 
displeasure,  and  also  for  fear  of  death. — XX  1\. 
When  parties  contending  in  the  ecclesiastic  ul 
court  in  causes  merely  cccleaiastici^  and  spiri- 
tual, had  endeavoured  to  obtaia  froni  ih^ 
chanc.  of  England,  prohibitions  to  hinder  the 
lawful  process  in  the  said  courts,  and.  the  suid 
chanc.  liad  justly  refused  to  grant  die  same ; 
yet  the  said  king  by  letters  under  his  signet, 
has  frequently  prohibited  the  eccjlesiastica^ 
judges  to  proceed  in  such  causes,  thereby  evilly 
infripging  the  ^berties  of  the  church  in  the 
Grand  Chatter  approved,  to  the  conservation 
whereof  he  was  sworn,  and  damnably  incur- 
ring periury,  and  the  s<{ntunce  gf  es^^pjiuou^ 
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cation  asainst  such  vioUters  thereof  by  the 
holy  fkthers  pronounced. — XXX.  The  said 
king  without  any  reaAonable  or  lawful  cause 
wliatsoever,  or  any  other  process  of  law,  did  in 
his  pari,  encompassed  in  warlike  manner  by 
armed  men,  adjudge  Tho.  of  Arundel,  lord 
abp.  of  Canterbury,  (primate  of  all  England, 
his  spiritual  father,  absenting  himself  by  the 
treacherous  counsel  of  the  saict  kin^)  to  banish- 
ment, against  the  laws  of  his  kingdom,  so  by 
him  sworn  to  as  aforesaid. — XXXI.  By  inspec- 
tion of  the  testament  of  tlie  said  king,  sealed 
with  the  great  and  privy  seal,  and  also  with  his 
signet,  among  other  tiunes  tiiere  is  contained 
this  clause  or  article.  "  Item,  we  will  that  the 
residue  of  our  gold,  (the  true  debts  of  our  hous- 
hold,  chamber,  and  wardrobe,  being  paid,  for 
payment  whereof  wc  bequeath  20,000  marks, 
reserving  to  our  executors,  5  or  6000  marks ; 
which  we  will  by  them  to  be  expended  towards 
the  more  plentiful  maintenance  of  the  lepers, 
and  chaplains,  to  celebrate  before  them,  by  us 
founded  at  Westminster  and  Bermondsey,) 
shall  remain  to  our  successor,  provided  always 
that  le  approve,  ratify  and  confirm,  and  hold, 
and  cause  to  be  holden,  and  firmly  observed, 
all  and  singidar  the  statutes,  ordinances,  and 
judgments,  made,  given,  and  rendered  in  our 
pari,  begun  at  Westminster  the  17th  of  Sept. 
in  the  2l8t  year  of  our  reign,  and  in  the  same 
pail-  continued  at  Shrewsburv,  and  there 
holden;  and  also  all  the  ordmances.  judg- 
ments, and  establishments,  of  the  16th  Sept. 
in  the  22d  of  our  reign,  at  Coventry ;  and  af- 
terwards at  Westminster,  die  8th  of  March,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  by  the  authority  of  the  said 

{>arl.  and  likewise  all  other  ordmances  and 
ndgments,  which  sliall  hereafter  happen  to  be 
inade  by  authority  of  the  said  pari.  But 
otherwbe,  if  our  said  successor  shall  refuseto 

Eerform  the  premises,  (which  we  do  not  be- 
eve)  then  we  will  that  Tho.  duke  of  Surrey, 
£dw.  duke  of  Albemarle,  John  duke  of  Exe- 
ter, and  Wm.  le  Scroop  earl  of  Wiltshire,  pay- 
ing first  the  debts  of  our  houshold,  our  cham- 
ber, and  our  wardrobe,  and  reserving  5  or 
6000  marks,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  and  hold 
all  the  said  residue  abovementioned ;  for  to 
support  and  defend  the  said  statutes,  establish- 
incnts,  ordinances  and  judgments,  to  their  ut^ 
most  power,  even  unto  death,  if  it  be  neces- 
sary; upon  all  which,  and  every  part,  we  do 
hereby  charge  and  burden  their  consciences  as 
they  will  answer  in  the  day  of  judgment." 
By  which  article  it  may  evidently  enough  ap- 
pear, that,  the  said  king  did  obstmately  strive 
to  maintain  and  defend  those  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances, which  are  erroneous  and  ui\just,  and 
repugnant  to  all  law  and  reason.  And  this 
not  only  during  liis  life,  but  after  his  death  too ; 
neither  regarding  tl)e  peril  of  his  own  soul,  nor 
yet  the  utter  destruction  of  his  said  kingdom  or 
liege  pconit.— XXXII.  In  top  ilth  year  of  the 
said  king  ild.  he  the  said  king,  in  the  chapel  of  his 
manor  of  Langley,  in  the  presence  of  tne  dukes 
of  Lancaster  and  York,  and  very  many  other 
lords,  dc:iiria|,  ^  it  hath  appeared^  toat  his 


uncle  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  then  there  nre- 
sent,  should  fully  confide  in  the  good  will  of 
him  the  i>aid  king;  did  voluntarily  and  of  his 
own  accord, ,  swear  before  the  venerable  Sa- 
crament of  tiie  Lord's  Body,  there  placed  upon 
the  altar,  that  thencefbrwards  he  would  never 
endamage,  trouble,  or  grieve  him,    the  said 
I  duke  of  Gloucester,  for  any' of  his  deeds  which 
.  were   said   to  have  been  conunitted  against 
\  the  pei-son    of  h'un  the  said    king,   but  did 
J  cheerfully  and   totally  forgive  him  all  his  ot- 
fcnce,  if  any  were.     Yet  afterwards,  notwith- 
staudiji*;  such  oath,  the  said  king  did  horribly 
and  cruelly  cause  the  said  duke  tojbe  mur- 
dered, for  such  the  before  pretended  oiieuces, 
thereby  incurring  the  guilt  of  damnable  per- 
jiuy._»XXXfII.  After  one  of  the  knights  of 
the  shires,   of  the  said   kmgdom,  liaving  a 
voice  in  pari,  had  impeached  the  said  I'ho. 
abp.   of  Canterbury,  upon  certain   defaults, 
committed  against  the  king's  majesty,  as  was 
untruly  suggested  ;  and    the  said  abp.   pre- 
sently then  and  there  offered  himself  ready 
to    answer  the  matters  charged  upon  him; 
and  desired  that  he  might  be  thereunto  ad« 
mitted  by  the  kin^  not  doubting,  as  he  said, 
but  he  should  be  able  su£^icntfy  to  shew  his 
innocence :  yet  the  said  king,  contriving  by. all 
the  ways  and  means  he  could,  to  oppress  the 
said  abp.  of  Canterbury,  and  ruin  his  estate, 
as  the   event    of   the  matter  has  declared, 
speaking  graciously,  and  with  a  cheahul  coun- 
tenance to  the  said  abp.  from  his  royal  seat» 
did  advise,  and  very  earnestly  request  him, 
that  at  that  tinje,  he  would  hold  his  peace, 
and  expect  a   better  and  more  fit  tune   to 
make  his  defence;  which  day  being  passed, 
the  said  king  from  day  to  day,  for  5  days  or 
more,  did  fraudulently  aiid  treacherously  de- 
ceive the  said  abp.  counselling  him,  and  per- 
suading him,  that  he  should  not  come  to  the 
pari,  but  wait  at  home  without  any  fear;  be- 
cause, as  the  said  kin^  faithfully  did  promise 
him,  there  should  not  m  his  absence  any  loss 
or  prejudice  be  done  or  happen  to  him.    Not- 
witnstanding  all  which,  the  said  king,  in  his 
pari,  aforesaid,  did  in  the  mean  time,  adjudge 
the  said  abp.  to  be  banished,  during  the  king's 
pleasure,  tnough  absent,  and  never  any  way 
called  to  answer,  and  without  any  reasonstbla 
cause  whatsoever ;  and  also  voltmtarily,  against 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom  and  all  justice,  con* 
fiscated  all  his  goods,  whereby  he  Ukewisc  be^ 
came  guilty  of  perjury.     But  furthermore,  the 
said  kmg  being  willing  to  palliate  his  malice 
and  subtilty,  by  flattering  discourses  which  he 
oft-times  had  with  the  said  abp.  did  endeavour 
to  clear  hhnself  of  such  injury  done,  and  make 
"as  if  it  were  the  doin^is  of  others ;  insomuch 
that  Ihe  abp.  discoursing  with  the  king,  and 
with  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  other  lords,  and 
gicat  men  of  the  kiu«2dom  ;  happened  to  say 
by  way  of  lamenting  his  own  condition,  "  That 
he  was  not  the  first  tl)at  had  suflfered  banishi* 
ment,  nor  should  he  be  the  last ;  for  he  thought 
in  a  short  time  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  other 
lords  would  follow  him^  and  coAfi^ieotly  averred 
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to  Ui^  king,  that  all  the  ngour  of  these  pro- 
ceediug3  would  finally  be  returned  back  on  his 
Qwn  head.^  To  which  the  said  king^as  as- 
tonished, hastily  replied,  "  That  he  verily 
thought  it  might  no  happen ;  and  that  h^ 
hioiMflf  mi^ht  and  indeed  ought  to  be  ex- 
pelled his  kingdom  by  his  liegepeo^le/'  ^nd 
further,  the  said  king  said, '"  That  if  the  same 
.should  happen,  he  would  coDvey  himself  to 
the  same  place,  where  the  said  abp.  should  be.^ 
And  that  the  a^bp.  might  the  rather  credit  his 
words,  be  shewed  him  a  certain  great  jewel, 
cunouslv  formed,  underneath  the  skirt  of  his 
outwarcf  vestment;  intimating  for  certain,  to 
the  said  abp.  that  whenever  he  should  send 
that  jewel  for  a  token,  he  would  not  delay. 
to  come  thither,  where  the  said  abpu  should 
be  resident :  and  that  the  said  abp.  might 
more  confide  in  him ;  the  said  king  sent  to 
him,  advising  him,  that  he  should  privately 
!>eixl  all  his  jewels,  and  other  things  of  value, 
belonging  to  his  cliapel,  unto  him  the  said 
king,  for  the  safe  keeping  thereof;  lest  by 
colour  of  the  before-mentioned  judgmient,  any 
one  should  wrongfully  seize  the  same.  Which, 
voder  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  world,being 
done,  the  said  king  caused  him  to  reposite  the 
$aid  goods  in  certain  coffers;  and  the  said 
coflTers  to  be  locked  up,  and  sealed  by  one  of 
the  abp.*s  clerks ;  and  keeping  the  said  coffers 
bv  him,  returned  the  keys  thereof  by  the  said 
clerk  to  the  abp :  yet  afterwards,  unknown  to 
the  said  abp.  caused  the  said  coffers  to  be 
broken  open,  and  disposed  of  the  goods  there- 
in, at  his  will  and  pleasure.  Furthermore, 
the  said  king  faithfully  promised  the  said  abp. 
that  if  he  would  but  repair  to  the  port  of 
Hamoton,  in  order  to  go  out  of  the  realm,  he 
would  at  last,  by  the  intercession  of  the  queen, 
get  him  recalled.  And  if  it  should  happen, 
that  he  the  said  abp.  should  go  out  of  the 
realm,  he  should  without  fail  return  into  £og- 
laod,  before  Easte^  next  following;  nor  should 
in  ftny  kind  lose  his  archbishopric :  and  this  he 
^thtuUv  promised,  swearing  upon  the  cross 
of  the  fate  marQrr  st.  Thomas,  abp.  of  Can- 
terbury, hy  him  the  said  king  corporally 
touch^ :  ml  which  promises  notwithstanding, 
the  said  king  forced  the  said  abp.  to  depart 
ihe  realm ;  and  forthwitii  transmitted  special 
kuters  to  the  apostolical  seey  to  have  him 
translated.  And  so,  and  by  other  frauds,  and 
lieceitiiil  tricks  of  the  said  king,  the  said  abp. 
being  a  weil-meaniiig  believing  man,  was  sub- 
tiily  circumvented.*' 

After  the  recital  of  the  foregoing  Articles, 
the  Eecord  proceeds  thus;  "  And  because  it 
seemed  to  all  the  estates  of  the  realm,  being 
asked  their  judgments  thereupon,  as  well  se- 
verally as  jointly ;  that  these  causes  of  crimes 
and  deiiujits  were  sutficient  and  notorious  to 
depose  the  said  king ;  considering  also  his  own 
confession  of  his  insuflk-iency,  and  other  thing? 
contained  in  his  said  renunciation  and  cession, 
i>penly  delivered ;  all  the  said  states  did  una- 
nimously consent,  that  ex  abundantly  they 
jbonld  proceed  unto  a  depoeition  of  the  said 


kii^ ;  for  the  greater  securitj  and  tranquillitjr 
of  the  people,  and  benefit  ;of  the  kingdom^ 
Whereupon  the  said  states  and  commons  una^ 
nimously  constituted,  and  publicly  deputed 
certain  commissioners,  viz.  the  bp.  ot'st.  Asaph, 
the  abbot  of  Glastonbury,  the  carl  of  Glou- 
cester, the  lord  Berkeley,  sir  Tho.  Erpyngham, 
and  sir  Tho.  Grey,  kuiglits,  and  sir  Wm. 
Thirnyng,  one  of  the  justices,  to  pass  such 
sentence  of  djeposition ;  and  to  depose  the  said 
king  RichanI,  from  all  kingly  dignity,  majesty, 
and  honour,  oti  the  behalf  and  in  the  name, 
and  by  tlic  authority  of  ail  the  said  states,  as 
in  Uke  cases,  from  the  antient  custom  of  the 
said  kingdom  had  been  observed.  And  forth- 
with the  said  commissioners  taking  upon  them- 
selves the  burtlien  of  the  said  commission,  and 
sitting  ou  a  tribunal  before  the  said  royal  chair 
of  state,  having  first  had  some  debate  of  the ' 
matter,  did  on  the  behalf  and  in  the  name, 
and  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  pass  the  said 
Sentence  of  Deposition,  being  reduced  into 
writing;  and  caused  such  tiicir  sentence  to  be 
read  and  recited  by  tlie  said  bp.  of  st.  Asaph, 
their  colleague,  by  tiie  will  and  command  of 
the  rest  of  the  said  commissioners:  in  these 
words ; — 

Sentence  of  Deposition  passed  upon  Kichard.l 
*^  In  the  napie  of  God,  amen.  We  John  bp, 
of  St.  Asaph,  John  Abbot  of  Glastonbury, 
Thos.  earl  of  Gloucester,  Thos.  lord  Berkeley, 
Thos.  de  Erpyngham,  and  1  hos.  Grey,  knights, 
and  Wm.  Thirnyng,  justice,  commissioners  spe- 
cially deputed  to  the  matters  under-written, 
by  the  peers  and  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
of  the  kingdom  of  England,  and  the  commons 
of  the  said  kingdom,  representing  all  the  estates 
of  the  said  remm,  sitting  in  tribunal;  and  hav« 
ing  considered  the  multiplied  perjuries,  cruelty, 
and  very  many  otlier  crimes  ot  the  said  Richard, 
touching  his  govt,  committed  and  perpetrated 
in  his  kingdoms  and  dominions  aforesaid,  dur* 
ing  the  time  of  his  governance ;  all  of  them 
before  the  said  states,  openly  and  pubhcly  pro- 
pounded, exhibited,  and  recited ;  which  have 
been  and  are  so  public,  notorious,  manifest^ 
and  scandalous,  that  they  could  not  nor  can 
be  concealed  with  denial  or  excuse.  And  con? 
sidering  likewise  the  confession  of  the  said  Rd. 
acknowledging  and  reputing,  and  truly,  and  of 
his  own  cert^n  knowledge,  judging  himself  to 
have  been  and  to  be  utterly  insufficient  and 
unmeet  for  the  rule  and  govt,  of  the  said  king* 
doms  and  dominions,  and  their  appurtenances, 
and  for  such  his  notorious  demerits  worthy  to 
be  deposied ;  as  by  him  the  said  Rd.  was  be- 
fore declared,  and  by  his  will  and  command, 
published  before  the  said  states,  and  made 
known  and  exposed  to  them  in  the  vulgar 
tongue;  having  ah^ady  had  diligent  deb bera- 
tion  upon  these  things  and  all  otiiers,  trans* 
acted  in  this  afiair  before  the  said  states  and 
us,  we  do,  on  the  behalf,  and  in  the  name, 
and  by  the  authority  to  us  in  this  matter  com- 
mitted, ex  abundanti,  and  for  caution,  pro- 
nounce, decree,  and  declare  him  the  said  iid, 
to  have  been,  and  to  be  unfit,  unable,  und  ut- 
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tcHy  insiiflScicnt  /br,  and  nnworthy  of  die  rule 
«nd  gov't,  of  the  said  kinfrdoihs,  and  the  domi- 
nion, and  rij^hts,  and  appurtenances  of  the 
same ;  and  for  and  by  reason  of  the  prembe?, 
to  be  deservedly  deposed,  of  and  from  all 
royal  dignity  and  hont^r,  if  any  thing  of  such 
dij^nity  and  honotir  were  yet  remaining  in  him.- 
And  with  the  same  caution  we  do  depose  him 
by  this  our  definitive  sentence  in  writing,  cx- 
prcs.>ly  forbidding  all  and  sinpiularthe  loi-ds, 
abps.  bps-,  and  prelates,  dukes,  marquisses, 
earU,  barons,  knights,  vassals,  and  valvasors, 
,and  other  subjects,  and  liege  people  of  the 
said  kingdoms  nnd  dominion,  and  other  places 
to  the  said  kingdoms  and  dominion  belonging, 
that  henceforth  none  of  them  shall  any  way 
obey  or  regard  the  said  Richard,  as  king  or 
lorff  of  the  said  kingdom  nnd  dominion. 

**  Furthermore,  the  said  states  willing  that 
norhing  should  be  wanting  which  mis^ht  be  of 
value,  or  on^ht  to  be  required  touching  the 
premises,  beiue  severally  interrogated  there- 
upon, did  constitute  the  T^me  persons  that  were 
before  nominated  commissioners,  to  be  llieir 
procurators,  jointly  and  screrally  to  resi<:n  and 
give  back  to  the  said  kinc  Rd.  the  homaue  and 
lialry  to  him  before  made,  and  to  intimate  to 
him,  if  it  should  be  requisite,  all  the  premises, 
touching  such  his  deposition  and  renunciation. 
— And  then  presently,  as  soon  as  it  appeared 
by  the  premises,  and  the  occasion  of  them,  that 
the  crown  of  England,  with  its  appurtenances 
was  vacant ;  the  aforesaid  Henry  duke  of  Inin- 
caster, risinpjupfrom  his  place, and  standings© 
erected  as  he  might  conveniently  be  seen  by  ihe 
people,  and  humbly  fortifying  himself  with  the 
sign  of  the  cross  on  bis  forehead,  and  on  his 
breast,  having  also  first  called  upon  the  name 
of  Christ,  did  claim  the  said  kingoom,  so  vacant 
OS  aforesaid,  with  its  crown  and  all  its  members 
and  appurtenances ;  in  this  form  of  words  in 
]u8  mother  tongue : 

*^  In  the  name  of  Fader,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
I  Henry  of  Lancaster,  chalcnge  this  rewmc  of 
Ynglohde,  and  the  croun  with  all  the  members, 
and  the  appurtenances,  als  I  that  am  desccndit, 
be  right  hue  of  the  blodc,  comyng  fro  the  pide 
lord  king  Henry  therde,  al»d  thorghe  that 
right  that  God  of  his  grace  hath  sent  mce,  with 
belpeof  my  kyn,  and  of  my  frendes  to  recover 
it ;  the  which  rewme  was  m  poynt  to  be  on- 
done  ^r  defaut  of  governance,  and  undoyng 
of  the  gude  laws.^ 

"  After  which  claim  and  challenge,  as  well 
the  lords  spiritual  as  temporal, .  and  all  the 
states  there  present,  being  severally  and  joindy 
interrogated,  what  they  thought  ot  that  claiui ; 
the  said  states  wtih  the  whole  people,  without 
any  difficulty  or  delay,  did  unanimously  con- 
sent, that  the  said  diike  shoukl  reign  over 
diem.  And  forthwith,  as  tlie  said  king  shewed 
to  the  states  of  the  kingclom  the  signet  of  kinii^ 
Hirhard,  delivered  tp  him  as  a  token  of  his 
will,  that  he  should  succeed  him  as  aforesaid ; 
the  said  abp.  tnkiiH!  the  said  king  Ilcnrv  by 
the  rijiht  hand,  led  him  to  the  roy;d  chair  of 
state  :  and  after  (he  ^aid  king  kneeling  •iiuwn 


before  it,  had  prayed  a  little  while,  tlie  saiff 
abp.  of  Canterbury,  assisted  by  the  abp.  of 
York,  did  place  the  said  king,  and  cause  him 
to  sit  in  the  said  myal  scat ;  all  the  people 
wonderfully  shouting  tor  joy.  And  bv  and  by 
the  said  nhp.  of  Canterbury-,  having  with  much 
ado  procured  silence  from  the  over-joyed  mul- 
titude, made  a  short  discourse,  or  oration  in 
those  words : — 

Tlte  Mp.  of  Cantcrburyt  Speech.']  ^  Vir 
dominabitur  po|)ulo;  A  man  shall  reign  over 
my  people,  1  Sum.  ix.  17. — These  are  the 
wurd*<  of  the  King  of  Kings,  speaking  to  Sa- 
muel, and  teaching  him  how  a  person  shoulct 
be  qualified  to  nile,  since  the  people  de?*ired  to 
have  a  king  given.  And  not  unfitly  may  they 
be  .Miid  f>f  our  lord  the  king,  whom  we  behoM 
this  day ;  and  if  we  l»nt  .ntimately  consider 
those  words,  they  aftord  us  matter  of  great  con- 
solution  ;  for  God  does  not  threaten  us,  as  he 
did  formerly  his  people  by  Isaiah,  sayinc,  Isn. 
iii.  *  I  will  make  children  to  rule  over  them,' 
But  according  to  his  compnsiiou,  who  in  his 
wrath  remembereth  mercy,  he  hath  visited  his 
people,  and  now  children  no  more,  as  hereto- 
fore, .*.hall  lord  it  over  them ;  for  the  Lord 
saith  to  them,  "  a  man  shall  rule.*'  Of  the 
late  nders  of  this  kinjrdom  or  any  of  them,  one 
miojht  have  fitly  said  that  of  the  apostle,  Cor. 
xiii.  *  I  spake  as  a  child,  I  understood  as  a 
child,  I  thotight  as  a  child.'  The  apostle  re* 
peats  it  thrice,  '  As  a  child  I  spake,  I  under- 
stood and  thought.*  As  to  speech,  tls  certain 
that  a  child  i^  imconstantin  speaking,  he  easily 
speaks  true,  and  as  easily  false,  is  ready  in 
words  to  promise,  but  what  he  jjromises  lie 
proMMitly  forgets.  Now  these  are  things  very 
inconvenient  and  dangerous  in  a  king ;  nor  is 
it  possible  that  any  realm  shall  stand  long  in 
happiness  where  these  conditions  bear  sway. 
But  from  such  mischiefs  a  kingdom  is  freed^ 
whose  sceptre  b  swayed  by  a  miui,  for  it  be- 
longs to  a  man  to  set  a  watch  before  his 
tongue ;  and  such  is  our  present  happiness, 
over  whom  not  a  child,  but  a  man  is  set,  and 
such  an  one,  as  I  hope-  we  may  say  of  him, 
that  in  Eccles.  ix.  *  Blessed  is  the  man  that 
hath  not  erred  with  his  tongue.'  llien  snitU 
the  apostle,  *  I  understood  as  a  child :'  now  a 
child  relishes  nothing  but  flatteries  and  pleasing 
things,  and  understands  only  baubles  and  tri^ 
lies,  and  loves  not  one  that  argues  acc^nrding  to 
truth,  yea  indeed  hates  hun  beyond  all  mea- 
sure. But  heretofore  apnongst  us  truth  was 
trampled  under  foot,  so  that  none  durst  speak 
it;  and  therefore  tis  plain  and  apparent 
enough,  that  he,  that  then  reigned  understood 
as  a  cltild.'  For  a  man  is  not  addicted  to  suck 
things,  but  understands  wisdom,  so  tliat  by  th« 
grace  of  Grod  it  may  be  said  of  him,  as  it  is 
written  Eccles.  ix.  *  Blessed  is  the  man  that 
abideth  in  wisdom.'  For  as  a  child  is  delighted 
in  vanity,  so  a  man  has  regard  to  truth  nnd 
wisdom.  Truth  therefore  shall  enter  and  va- 
nity depart,  which  has  done  so  much  mischief 
in  our  nation  ;  for  now  a  man  sliall  rule,  wha 
seeks  utter  truth,  jrnd  nut  vanity'  ur  llst^es^ 
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lliirdly,  it  is  sakl,  I  thought  as  a  child,  tor  a 
child  tbiAks  niid  btiidk*^  unly  how  to  have  \\k 
humour,  aud  iio  tliiiiiiii  according  to  his  owu 
will,  aud  uot  according  to  reason :  therefore 
ulieii  a  child  reigus,  there  ojily  selt-vvill  reigiis, 
aiid  reasou  is  huauihed,  and  couj^tiincy  is  put  to 
liight,  and  great  d*«gcr  ensues ;  from  wl»ich 
(lunger  we  are  delivered,  for  a  man  siiall  rule 
ever  us ;  to  wit,  one  th:it  speaks  uot  like  a 
child ;  but  thus  m  one  tliat  has  the  perfection 
i>f  rciwioii. — *  X  come  not  to  do  my  own  will, 
but  the  w  ill  ol'  him  tht^t  sent  me  /  to  wit,  of 
God :  aud  ther etore  of  «uch  a  man  we  will  say 
not  only  that  ho  will  abide  in  wisdom,  but  also 
that  as  a  man,  not  a  child,  he  will  meditate  on 
the  circuukipectiou  of  God;  tliat  is,  lie  will 
every  way  diligently  observe  tliat  God's  will, 
jiot  his  own,  be  done ;  and  so  in  tlic  stead  of 
a  child  wantoning  In  foolish  stubborn  humours, 
a  man  ftlitdl  reign,  aud  such  a  man  that  it  shall 
be  said  of  him — a  king  shall  reign  in  wisdom, 
and  he  shall  execute  judgmt'ut,  and  do  justice 
in  the  earth." 

H€tiry$  Declaration  of  ThankiJX  Which 
harangue  being  ended,  the  said  lord  king. 
llenry,  to  appease  the  minds  of  his  sub- 
jects, did  tlien  and  there  utter  these  words  : 

'*  Sirs,  I  thank  Hod  and  zowe  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  all  the  states  of  tlie  iond,  and 
do  zowe  to  wyte,  it  es  noght  my  will  that  uo 
man  thynke  that  be  way  of  conquest  I  wold 
disherit  any  man  of  his  heritage,  franchcs,  or 
other  ryghts  that  hym  oght  to  iiave,  no  put 
hym  out  of  that  tiiat  he  has,  and  has  had  by 
tkyc  gude  laws  and  customs  of  the  rewme  :  ex- 
cept tliose  persons  tliat  has  been  agun  tlie  gude 
purpose  and  tlic  commune  profit  ot  the  rew  me/' 

And  forthwith  considering,  that  by  the 
former  vacaiicy  of  the  royal  throne,  by  -the 
Cession  aud  Deposition  aforesaid,  all  power  of 
justices,  sherilFs,  and  other  othcers,  throughout 
the  kingdom  was  ceased :  tliereibrc,  to  the 
end  that  there  might  be  no  failure  nor  delay 
in  the  admiaiistration  of  justice,  to  the  griev* 
ance  of  tlie  people,  he  caused  principiu  offi- 
cers and  justices  to  be  made  and  sworn  to  him 
with  tiie  usual  oaths.    And  it  was  immediately 

Srochiimed  by  the  king*s  command,  that  on 
londay  next,  after  the  said  feast  of  st.  Mi- 
chael, a.parl.  should  be  held.  And  that  on 
the  Monday  following,  should  be  the  corona- 
tion of  tlie  said  king  at  WesLminstcr,  and  that 
all  those  that  .could  claim  any  service  in  the 
said  coronation  thould  come  to  tlie  ^\■hite•hali 
of  the  palace,  before  the  steward,  constable, 
and  marslial  o(,  Eut^land,  on  Saturday  m;xt,  be- 
fore the  day  of  tho  said  pari,  to  make  their  just 
demands  in  that  behalf,  aud  receive  right 
thcreui.  But  as  for  tlie  shortening  the  day  as- 
signed to  the  pari,  tlierc  was  a  Protcstatiou 
miide  by  the  kiug,  <<  That  it  was  not  liis  intent 
thatr  thereby  any  prejudice  shoidd  be  brought 
upon  the  staters  ot  his  kiut^om ;  nor  that  tlie 
same  for  tlic  future  should  be  drawn  iiuo  cx- 
ample  ;  but  that  such  abbreviation  of  time  Mas 
only  made  for  the  benefit  and  prol'a  of  the 
iii^oo^  aiui  especially  to  save  the  labour  and 


expeuces  of  several  of  his  peopleyUnd  that  th^ 
gnevauces  of  the  people  might  be  the  sooner 
remedied.'  After  which  tlie  king  ai'ising  from 
las  royal  throne,  and  beholding  the  people  with 
a  cheerful  and  beuign  countenance,  i*ctired 
liimself  tVom  tliencc,  all  tlie  people  rejoicing. 
And  the  same  day,  in  the  Whitehall  atbresaid^ 
made  a  solemn  feast  to  the  nobles  and  gentry, 
there  hi  a  vast  multitude  assembled. 

t>ir  William  T/iirni/af^**  Accoutit  of  the  Con- 
vcrsalion  with  Richard  in  tlw  Tower  J]  And  al- 
terwurds,  viz.  on  Wednesday  next  following, 
the  betbre-named  Procurators  so  deputed  as 
atbrcsaid,  did,  according  as  they  were  com- 
manded, repaii-  into  tlte  pi^spnc<»  of  the  said 
late  king  Richard,  being  witliiu  the  tower  afore- 
said; and  the  said  sir  Wm.  Thimyng  the  jus> 
tice,  for  himself  aud  his  companions  and  Icllow 
procurators,  in  the  name  of  ail  the  states  and 
people  atbrcsaid,  did  notity  and  fully  dcclaro 
unto  the  said  li^chai'd,  tli^'ir  admission  of  his 
&aid  Renunciation,  and -the  maaucr,  cause, 
and  form  of  such  sentence  of  Deposition, 
and  presently  did  resign  aud  give  back  to  the 
said  late  king  Richard,  the  homage  and  tcalty 
formerly  to  iiim  made  as  aforesaid.  With 
these  words : — 

**  The  words  which  Wm.  Tliirnyng  spako  to 
momire  Rici)ard,  late  king  of  England,  at 
liie  Tower  of  London,  in  his  chamber,  ou 
Wednesday  next  after  tl»e  feast  of  st.  JUi* 
chad  the  Archangel,  were  as  follow : 
***  Sire,  it  is  wele  know  to  zou,  that  tber 
was  a  parlement  somon'd  of  aU  the  states  of 
tlie  reaume  for  to  be  at  ^^'estmyslre,  and  to 
begin  on  the  Tuosday  in  tiie  morn  of  the  fcst 
of  St.  Micliel  the  Archangel,  tliat  was  zester^ 
day;  by  cause  of  tlie  which  suimnous  all  the 
States  of  tills  lond  were  there  gadyr'd,  the 
which  states  hole  made  tlics  same  persones 
that  ben  comen  here  to  zowe  now,  her  procu- 
rators, and  gaven'  item  full  aotorite  and  pow- 
er, and  charged  hem  for  to  say  the  words  th«^ 
we  sh^  say  to  zowe  in  her  name,  and  on  their 
behalve;  that  is  to  wytten,  the  bishop  of  Seint 
Assa  for  ersbishoppes  and  i>ishoppcs,  the  ab- 
bot of  Glasteobuiy  for  abbots  aitd  priours,  and 
all  other  men  of  holy  chirche,  seculars  and  rew- 
eler$,  tlie  ^arle  o^^  Gloucestre  for  dulses  nod 
erls,  the  lord  of  Berkeley  for  biu-ons  and  ban- 
ercttcs,  sir  Tlwmas  Irpvusjham,  chamberleyni 
for  oil  the  bacliihjxs  and  communs  of  tliis  load 
be  south ;  sir  Thomas  Grey  for  all  the  baclii- 
lers  and  commons  by  north,  and  iny  felawe  Jo- 
hau  Markham  afcd  me  for  to  come  with  hem 
for  all  tlies  states.  And  &o,  siie,  these  wtutls, 
and  the  doing  that  we  shall  say  to  zowe,  is  no( 
otilych  our  wordes  .hut  the  d.>yngi  of  all  tho 
states  of  this  loud,  and  our  charge  in  her 
name. — ^'Vnd  he  answered  and  said,  that  he 
wyste  wele  that  he  wold  noght  say  but  as  we 
were  charged.-rSire,  ze  j-emembre  7-owo  xvoie 
that  on  Moneday  in  the  fcst  of  scint  Michel 
the  archaUngcl,  ryght  here  in  this  chamber,  and 
m  wliat  prescace  ze  rcuoimccd  and  cessed  of 
tike  state  of  kynge  and  of  ionlesbip,  and  of  all 
thtj  di^uite  apd  wyTslyp  that  longed  thereto, 
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and  assoiled  all  tour  lieges  of  her  ligeaoce  and  1 
obeisance  that  longed  to  zowe  uppe  the  tonne 
tliat  is  contcoc  d  in  the  same  renundatioii  and 
cession^  which  ze  redde  xour  self  by  zoar 
mouthy  and  atterroed  it  bj  zour  othe,  and  by 
20ur  owne  iMiting.  Upon  which  ze  made  and 
ordeined  yoar  procuratours  the  ersbi^hop  of 
Zork  and  the  bishop  of  Hereford  for  to  notifie 
and  declare  in  loyr  name  thcs  renunciation 
and  cession  at  Westrnvristre  to  all  the  states, 
and  all  the  people  that  was  there  gadyr'd, 
bycauae  of  the  sommons  aforesaid,  the  which 
thus  don  yesterday  by  thes  lords  zoar  procu- 
ratours^ and  wele  herde  and  nnder^touden, 
thcs  renunciation  and  cession  were  picnolich 
and  frelicb  accepted,  and  ftillich  agreed  by  all 
the  states  and  people  foresaid.  And  over  this, 
•ire,  at  the  instance  of  atl  thes  states  and  peo- 
jplc,  there  w«re  certain  articles  of  defautes  in 
lOur  governance  rcdde  there,  and  tho  wele  herd 
and  pleineltch  undcrstouden  to  all  the  states 
foresaid,  hem  tlio^t  hero  so  trewe,  and  so  no- 
torie  and  knowen,  that  by  tho  causes,  and  by 
no  other,  as  the!  sayd,  and  havyng  considenv- 
tion  to  zoar  own  wordes  in  zour  own  renuncia- 
tion and  cession,  that  ze  were  not  worthy,  no 
sufficient  ne  able  for  to  goveme,  for  zour  owne 
demerit^,  as  it  is  more  pleinelich  contened 
therein ;  hem  thoght  that  was  resonable  and 
cause  for  to  depose  zowe,  and  her  commissar 
rias  that  they  made  and  ordoin'd,  os  it  is  of  re- 
cord, ther  declared  and  debreed  and  adjudged 
taw  for  to  be  deposed,  asd  pryred  zbwc  of  the 
astate  of  king,  and  of  the  lordeship  conteined 
in  the  renunciation  and  cession  forsayd,  and 
of  all  the  dignite  and  wyrshippe,  and  of  all  the 
administration  that  longed  thereto.  And  we 
procurators  to  ail  thes  states  and  people  for- 
sayd OS  we  be  charged-  by  hem,  and  hj  her 
autoritc  gyfTen  ud>  and  in  her  nuinc  zelde  zow 
uppe  for  all  the  states  and  people  forsayd, 
homage,  leige,  and  feaute,  and  ail  loigeance, 
and  all  other  bondes,  charges,  and  services 
that  long  thereto,  and  that  non  of  all  thcs 
States  and  people  fro  thys  tyme  forward  ne 
here  zowe  fcytb,  ne  do  70 we  obeisance  os  to 
tliar  kin^. — And  be  answered  and  seyd,  that 
he  loked  not  ther  after,  but  he  seyde,  that  af- 
ter all  tlus  he  hoped  that  is  cosyn  wolde  be 
gude  lord  to  hym." 

Richard^t  Speech  to  the  CommHteCy  SfC.}  So 
ftir  the  Record.  Sii:  John  Hajward  tells  us, 
that  when  the  committee  appomted  to  receive 
Richard's  resignation  assembled  at  the  Tower 
for  that  purpose,  the  day  before  the  pari,  was 
10  begin,  the  unhappy  monarch  was  brought 
forth,  apparelled  in  Ins  royal  robe,  the  diadem 
on  his  hi'ad,  and  the  sceptre  in  his  hand ;  and 
Was  placed  amongst  them  in  a  chair  of  state.' 
He  adds,  that  after  a  little  pause  and  eicpecta- 
tion,  the  king  arose  from  his  seat,  and  spake 
to  the  assembly  these  words,  or  the  very  like 
ketfect: 

**  I  assure  myself,  that  some  at  this  present, 
tnd  many  hereafter,  will  account  my  case  la^ 
uentable;  either  that  I  have  deserved  tfiis  de- 
jection^ if  it  be  just;  or  if  it  be  wiongfui^  that  I 


could  not  avoid  it.  Indeed  I  do  confess,  that 
many  times  I  bav«  shewed  myself  both  less 
provident  and  less  painful  tor  the  benefit  of 
the  commonwealth,  tluin  I  should,  or  might; 
or  intended  to  do  hereafter;  and  liave  irt  many 
actions  more  respected  the  satisfying  of  my  own 
particular  humour,  than  either  justice  to  some, 
'grivate  persons,  or  the  common  good  of  all ; 
yet  I  did  not  at  any  time  either  omit  duty  or 
commit  criex'ance,  npon  natural  dulaess  or  set 
malice;  but  pardy  by  abuse  of  corrupt  coun- 
sellors, partly  by  error  of  my  youthlul  judg- 
ment. And  now  the  remembrance  of  these 
oversiii^hts  is  so  unpleasant  to  no  man  as  to 
myself;  and  the  rather  because  I  have  no 
means  left,  cither  to  recompence  tjie  mjuries 
which  I  have  done,  or  to  testify  to  the  world 
my  reformed  affections,  which  experience  and 
stayedness  of  years  had  already  corrected,  and 
would  daily  have  framed  to  more  perfection. 
But  whether  all  the  imputations  wnrrewith  I 
am  chareed  be  true,  either  in  substance,  or  in 
such  qufQity  as  they  are  laid ;  or  whether,  be- 
ing true,  they  be  so  heinous  as  to  enforce  these 
extremities;  or  whether  any  other  pruice,  es-* 
pecially  in  the  heat  of  youth,  and  in  the  space 
of  22  years,  the  time  of  my  unfortunate  reign,, 
doth  not  sometimes,  either  for  advantage,  or 
upon  displeasure,  in  as  deep  manner  grieve 
some  particular  subject,  I  will  not  now  exa- 
mine :  it  helpeth  not  to  use  defence,  neither 
bootcth  it  to  make  complaint;  there  is  no 
place  left  for  the  one,  nor  pity  for  the  other: 
and  therefore  I  reffer  it  to  the  judgment  of  God, 
and  your  less  distempered  considerations.  I 
accuse  no  man,  I  blame  no  fortune,  I  com- 
plain of  nothing;  I  have  no  pleasure  in  such 
**ain  and  needless  comforts;  and"  if  I  listed  to 
have  stood  upon  tenns,  I  know  I  have  great 
favourers  abroad ;  and  some  friends,  I  hope, 
at  home,  who  would  have  been  feady,  yea  for- 
ward on  my  behalf,  to  set  up  a  bloody  and 
doubtfol  war;  but  I  esteem  not  my  dignity  at 
so  high  a  price,  as  the  hazard  of  so  great  va^ 
lour,  the  spilling  of  so  much  English  blood-, 
and  the  spoil  and  waste  of  so  flourishing  a 
realm,  as  thereby  might  have  been  occasioned. 
Therefore,  that  the  commonwealth  may  ra- 
ther rise  by  my  fall,  than  I  stand  by  the  ruin 
thereof,  I  willingly  yield  to  your  desires;  and 
am  here  come  to  dispossess  myself  of  all  pub- 
lic authority  and  title,  and  to  make  it  free  and 
lawful  for  you  to  create  for  ;rour  king,  Henry- 
duke  of  Lancaster,  my  coosm  german,  whom 
I  know  to  be  as  worthy  to  take  that  place,  as 
I  see  you  willing  to  give  it  to  him.'* 

A  Speaker  chosen.]  The  next  day  the  ^arl. 
met  again,  when  the  CommoYis  presents  to 
the  king  sir  John  Cheney,  for  thieir  Speaker 
whom  the  king  accepted,  and  he  made  the' 
usual  protestation,  which  was  also  allowed^ 
But  the  day  following  the  said  sir  John,  wM 
the  commons,  came  again  before  the  king,  and 
declared,  that  by  reason  of  a  sudden  disorder 
be  was  unable  to  serve,  and  that  they  had 
chose  sir  John  Dorewood  in  his  place;  be- 
seeching tiie  king  to  dlew  dte  said  fir  Joltt 
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Darewood  to  be  speftker  for  the  commons. 
Which  said  knight,  having  made  the  usual  pro- 
testation, was  allowed  as  before.-^Tlien  the 
commons  gave  to  the  king  for  S  years  the  sub- 
aid/ on  wools,  skins,  and  wooMells;  that  is  50s. 
on  every  sack  from  denizens,  and  4  pounds 
from  aliens ;  also  one  10th  and  one  15tb.— The 
next  thing  this  pari,  went  upon  was  to  pass  an 
act  of  Indemnitj  to  screen  those  who,  during 
the  late  troubles,  had  taken  up  arms  in  favour 
of  the  king,  then  duke  of  Lancaster;  likewise 
to  pass  an  act  tor  the  repealing  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings of  the  pari,  at  Shrewsbury,  21  Rd.  II. 
and  to  confirm  that  pari,  which  was  held  the 
11th  of  the  said  king,  except  the  effect  of  the 
pardon  granted  by  the  said  statute  of  the 
91  Rd.  Ii.  which  tbey  ordained  should  stand, 
notwithstanding  the  rest  of  it  was  repealed. 
Also  it  was  enacted,  that  nothing,  for  the  fu- 
ture, should  be  esteemed  or  adjudged  to  be 
treason,  but  what  was  ordained  to  be  so  by  the 
S6th  o{  £dw.  m.  and  that  all  blank  charters, 
whatsoever,  which  the  city  of  Lpndon,  and  17 
counties  besides,  had  been  forced  to  seal  and 
give  to  king  Rd.  should  be  utterly  void. 

The  abp.  of  Canterbury  mqved  the  house 
for  their  consent  to  address  the  king,  that  he 
wooid  please  to  create  Henry,  his  eldest  son, 
prince  of  Wales,  duke  of  Cornwall  and  earl  of 
Chester.  Upon  which  the  king,  sitting  in  his 
royal  seat,  in  full  pari,  put  a  coronet  on  the 
bead  of  the  said  Henry,  his  eldest  son,  a  ring 
of  gold  on  his  finger,  and  gave  him  a  golden 
rod  in  his  hand,  and  kissed  him ;  also  by  a 
charter  then  given  him,  he  was  created  prince 
of  Wales,  &c.  His  uncle,  the  duke  of  York, 
put  the  robes  on  the  young  prince,  and  after- 
wards brought  him  to  the  seat  assigned,  for 
that  principality,  in  pari.  It  was  suso  then 
enacted  by  all  the  estates,  that  the  said  prince 
should  succeed  his  father  in-  the  realm  ot  Eng- 
land; and  they  all  promised  to  accept  and 
ob^  him  accordingly. 

Motion  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  late  King's 
verson.]  The  next  day,  the  abp.  of  Canter- 
oury  moved,  in  the  upper  house,  that  the  lords 
should  in  no  wise  disclo!»e  any  thing  that  should 
then  be  put  to  them;  which  being  promised  by 
'  all,  the  earl  of  Northumberland  put  this  im- 
portant question  to  the  house,  '  What  they 
would  advise  was  fit  to  be  done  with  Rd.  the 
late  king,  in  order  to  hii^  keeping  in  svfe  cus- 
tody ;  for  the  king  would  have  his  life  saved?' 
To  which  all  the  lords,  whose  nam^  are  hare 
under-written,  being  severally  examined,  an- 
swered, *'  That  it  seemed  adviseable  to  th^xk^ 
that  he  should  be  put  under  a  safe  and  secret 
goaid,  and  in  such  a  place  where  no  concourse 
of  people  might  resort  to  him ;  and  that  he  be 
guarded  by  trusty  and  suthcient  persons,  and 
that  no  person  who  had  been  iieuBiuar  with  him, 
should  be  about  his  person,  and  that  it  should 
be  done  in  the  most  secret  maimer  that  can 
be  devised." 
The  names  of  the  Lords,  who  being  csked^  as- 

sented  to  the  Question,  are  tfiesefollowit^ : 
Abp.  of  Canterbozj       Ar^ik^lbojpitf  Yofk 
"VOL,  1. 


Bishop  of  London 
Bishop  of  Ely 
Bishop  of  Lincoln 
Bishop  of  Norwich 
Bishop  of  Rochester 
Bishop  of  Salnbury 
Bishop  of  Exeter 
Bishop  of  Chichester 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 
Bishop  of  Chester 
Bishop  ef  St.  David's 
Bishop  of  Llandaff. 
Bishop  of  Durham 


Lord  Ross 

Lord  Grey  of  Ruthin 
Lord  Charleton 
Lord  Bardolfe 
Lord  WiUoughby 
Lord  Farnival 
Lord  Ferrers 
Lord  Beaumont 
Lord  Berkeley 
Lord  Fit7.- Waiters 
Lord  Mauley 
Lord  Scales 
Lord  Moriey 


Abbot  of  Westminster    Lord  Bumei 
Abbot  of  St.  Albans       Lord  Level 
Abbot  of  St  Austin        Lord  Camois 
Abbot  of  Bury  Lord  Sevmor 

Abbot  of  St.  Mary's,    Lord  Crorawel 

York  Lord  Cobham 

4bbot  of  Gloucetttr      Sir  Henry  Picrcy 
Abbot  of  Battel  Sir  Robert  Scroop 

The  Prince  Lord  Fitz-Hugh 

Duke  of  York  Lord  He  Bergavenncy 

Earl  of  Arundel  Lord  Luraley 

Earl  of  Warwick  Baron  of  Grcystock 

Eari  of  StaflPord  Baron  of  Hilton 

E.  of  Northumberland    Sir  Thos.  Krpingham, 
Earl  of  Suflblk  chainberlujn 

Earl  of  Worcester  Sir  Matthew  Gowin 

Bp,  of  Carlisle's  Speech  af(aimt  lY.]  It  is 
observable,  that  the  bp.  of  Carlisle  (a)  is  not 
in  this  list,  and,  indeea  there  is  great  reason 
for  it ;  he  being  the  only  m^n,  eitlier  in  the 
prelacy  or  laity,  that  had  the  courage  to  op^ 
pose  this  usurpation  at  that  time.  Sir  Jolm 
Hayward  has  given  us  a  speech  made  by  this 
bp.  on  tlie  occasion,  when  the  last  ciuestion 
was  put  in  the  house  of  Lords.  We  shall  not 
contest  the  genuineness  of  it;  so  much  is  cer- 
tain, that  this  honest  man  sufiFered  greatly  for 
his  loyalty  to  the  deposed  prince ;  being  de« 
prived  of  his  dignity,  put  under  a  lon^  impri- 
sonment, and,  had  it  not  been  for  his  order 
which  was  then  held  too  sacred,  must  have 
died  tlie  death  of  a  traitor.  If  it  be  objected^ 
that  it  was  now  too  late  to  make  speeches, 
when  the  new  king  was  actually  crowned,  tha 
aforesaid  author  has  in  some  measure  acootmted 
kit  that,  in  remarking,  "  That  this  (H^ate  was 
a  man  both  learned  and  wise^  andalways  used 
both  liberty  and  constancy  m  a  good  cause ; 
that  in  his  secret  Judgment  he  never  giwre  al« 
lowance  to  these  proceedings,  yet  he  dissem* 
bled  lJ«  didike  until  he  might,  to  some  pur* 
pose,  declare  it ;  tlierefbre  now,  adds  he,  bein^ 
in  a  pkce  to  be  heard  of  all,  and  by  9rder  oF 

(a)  The  name  of  this  bp.  of  Carlisle  wt§ 
Thos.  Marks,  aUa%  of  Newmarket,  alias  So* 
mestre.  He  had  been  oonsterated  An.  1397^ 
was  deprived  in  1399,  but  hved  several  yeai* 
after.  Wahinghkm  says,  he  WM  made  by  thv 
pope  tkular  bp.  of  Samos.  §ir  W.  Raleii^h 
wntet,  that  he  was  the  only  honest  man  in  tbii 
parL  who  tcoroed  Ins  life  and  fbrtone,  in  re* 
spect  to  hit  soYtreii^'t  if^  ud.  bii^owii  dU 
lemnce. 
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the  bouse  to  be  interrupted  by  none,  he  ro->c  unprofitnble  fo  tbe  subject,  yea  hurtful,  ye» 
uj»  with  a  boUt  aiid  resolute  spirit,  and  uttered  intolerable ;  yet  can  they  lawfully  neither  liium 
lut»  mind  a>  folloueth : —  I  his  person,  nor  hazard  iiis  power,  whetlier  by 

"  This  question,  riglit  hon.  lordi>,  concern-  !  judgment,  orelMj  by  force.  For  neither  one, 
cth  a  matter  of  great  conM2({nem-e  lind  \\eif>ht;  ;  nor  all  magistrates,  have  any  authorit)^  over 
tlje  determining  whereof  will  a».>uredly  pro-  the  prince,  lirom  whom  all  authority  is  de- 
rived, and  whose  only  pri'sence  doth  silence 
and  suspend  all  inferior  jurisdiction  and  po*vcr. 
As  for  force,  what  subject  can  attempt,  or 
assist,  or  counsel,  or  conceal  violence  against 
his  prince,  and  not  incur  tlie  high  and  heinous 
crime  of  treason.  It  is  a  common  saying, 
*  Thoucht  is.  free;*  free  indeed  from  punish- 
ment of  secular  laws,  except  by  word  or  deed 
it    break   forth   into   action;    yet   the   secret 


cure,  either  safe  quiet,  or  <lnnuerous  disturlj- 
aucc,  both  to  our  particular  consciences,  tmd 
also  to  the  connnon  state.  Therefore,  before 
you  resolve  upon  it,  I  pray  you  call  to  your 
conshhration  llie&c  two  thh^i^s;  1st.  whctlker 
iiu^  Kichard  be  ^ulticiently  deposed  or  no; 
'^dly,  whcilier  kinj;  Henry  be  with  good  judj;- 
ment  or  justice  clMn>rn  In  his  place.  For  the 
Ift.  point  ^e  arc  fn-st  to  examine,  whether  a 


king,  befng  hiwfulh  nnil  fully  iualituled  by  any  ihoujjhts  auainst  tl»e  sacred  maj.  of  a  prince, 

jusi  title,  uiHY  upon  imputation  eitber  of  ne;ili-  without  attempt,  without  endeavour,  ha\e  been 

gencu,  or  of  t^niunv,  he  deposed  by  his  i,ul»-  •  adjudged  worthy  of  death;  and  some  who  iti 

jectsi  Jndly,  what  kin^  Kd.  hath  omitted  i»  |  uuricidur    confession,     have    di.-covered    their 

the  one,  or  eounnitted  m  the  other,  for  which  |  treacherous  dcviMs  against  the  person  of  their 


he  >hould  de^cr\e  so  heavy  judgment.  1  will 
not  speak  what  may  he  done  in  a  popular 
state,  or  in  a  consular;  in  .vhich  although  one 
bcareth  the  name  mid  honour  of  a  prince,  yet 
he  hath  not  supreme  pow  cr  of  majesty ;  but 
in  the  one,  the  people  have  die  highest  em- 
}jire;.  in  the  other,  the  nobility  and  chief  men 
o(  estate;  in  neither,  the  prince.  Of  the  lii-st 
.sort  was  tlie  cuimuonwealt  h  of  the  Laccderao- 
mouians,  who  after  the  form  of  govt,  which 
J.Ncurgus  fr.uned,  oftentimes  fined,  otlentunes 
fettered  their  kinjis,  mid  sometimes  condemned 
I  hem  to  death ;  such  were  idso  in  Caesar's  time, 
tlie  petty  kings  of  every  city  in  France,  who 
wci*c  many  times  arraigned  upon  hfe  and 
4»eatli,  and,  as  Ambioiix,  prince  of  the  Leo- 
dienses,  cout'cssed,  had  no  greater  power  over 
the  people,  than  the  people  had  over  them. 
Of  tlic  2d,coiidition  were  tl»e  Roman' emperors 
at  tJie  III  St;  of  whom  some,  namely,  Nero 
tiitd  Maximianus  were  openly  condemed; 
nthcrs  were  suddenly  surprized  by  judgment, 
Hud  authorijy  of  tlie  senate;  and  such  are  now 
the  empttrors  of  Crcnuauy,  whom  tJie  other 
princes,  by  their  aristocratical  power,  do  not 
oii'y  restrain,  but  sometimes  also  remove  from 
then-  imperiiU  stale ;  such  are  aUo  tlie  kings 


pnijcc,  have  atterwardt;  been  executed  for  tlK5 
^ame.  All  laws  tlo  exempt  a  madman  from 
punishnient,  because  their  actions  are  not  go- 
verned by  their  will  and  pur]jose;  and  the  will 
oi'  man  beinc  set  aside,  lUl  his  <loings  tu-c  in- 
difterent,  neiilier  can  the  body  offend  without 
a  cornipt  or  erroneous  mind :  Vet  if  a  madman 
dniw  his  swonl  u|M)n  his  king,  it  hatji  been 
acljndged  to  desen  e  dcat  h.  And  least  auy  man 
should  surmise  that  princes,  for  the  mninte- 
iiunce  i)f  their  own  safety  and  sovereignty,  are 
the  only  authors  of  these  judgments,  let  us  u 
little  consider  the  patterns  and  precepts  of  holy 
scripture,  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Assyria, 
wasted  all  Palestine  witbfire  and  sword;  be- 
sieged Jerusalem  a  long  time;  and  at  the  hist 
took  it;  sUvv  the  king;  bUnit  the  temple; 
took  away  th(!  holy  vesseU  and  treasure ;  the 
rc>t  he  p( nniited  to  the  cruelty  and  spoil  of 
his  unmerciful  soldiers,  wlio  defiled  all  places 
with  rape  and  slaughter,  and  ruinated  to  the 
gmund  that  tlouri.-hing  city :  alter  the  glut  of 
thi«i  Moody  butchery,  the  people  that  remained 
he  led  captive  into  thaldea;  there  he  erected 
his'  toldcii  in»a«;e,  and  conunanded  tliat  they 
which  rt  iij-ed  to  worshin  it,  should  be  cast 
into  a  ticry  fuiuuce.     What  Cruelty,  what  iu- 


of  l^eiunark  aud  bwedeland,  who  are  many  I  justice,  wliiit  hnpiety  is  comparable  to  this? 
tiiiies  by  the  uolulity  dejected,  either  into  '  and  >el  tJtjd  callcth  Nebuchadnezzar  his  ser- 
prisoji,  or  into  exile;  such  likewise  arc  the.  \unt,  ajul  pi*omiseth  hire  and  wages  for  Ids 
ilukes  o[  \>nice,and  of  some  other  dec  slater  I  vice  :  and  the  prophets  Jeremiah  and  Barucli 
in  Italy;  and  the  chiefc^t  cause  for  whuh  did  write  to  the  Jews  to  pray  for  the  life  of 
Irfjwis  carl  of  Mundeis  was  laU'ly  expelled  |  him,  and  of  Ballazar  his  son,  that  their  days 
from  hi*  place,  was  for  drawing  to  hmiseb*  miuht  he  upon  earth  as  the  days  of  heaven  : 
cognizance  in  uiattei-s  of  life  aud  deatli,  which  ;  and  Kzikicl  with  bitter  terms  abhorreth  the 
higli  piwer  never  pertained  to  his  dignity.  In  f  disloyalty  of  Zedechiah,  because  he  revolted 
these  and  such  lite  governments,  the  prince  ,  from  Ni.huchaduezzar,  whose  homager  and 
hath  not  rcgid  rights,  but  is  himself  subject  to  tributary  lie  was.  What  sliall  we  say  of  Saul? 
that  |»ovver  which  is^eatcr  thaohis;  whetlier  ;  Did  he  not  put  all  the  priests  to  execution, 
it  be  ill  the  nobility  or  tlu?  coiinnon  people.  \  bccau>e  one  of  them  did  relieve  holy  and 
Hut  if  tlic  sovereign  majesty  be  in  the  prince,  1  harmless  David  ?  Did  he  not  violently  perse- 
aa  it  wiis  in  tlie  '^  hrst  empires,  and  in  the  I  cute  th»t  his  most  faithfid  serAaut  and  dutitlil 
kingdom  of  Judt  a,  and  Israel ;  aud  m  now  in  !  son-in-law,  during  which  pursuit,  he  fell  twice 
the  ki  n;;doms  of  Knghi  lid,  France,  Spain,  Scot- !  into  the  power  of  David;  wlio  did  not  onlj 
land,  Mu;>CQvy,  Turkey,  Tartarj*,  Persia,  E-  '  spare,  but  alio  protect  the  king;  reproved  the 
ihiopia,  uxi^  almost  all  tlie  kingjlons  ol  Asia  prclorian  scjldieis  for  their  nc!;ligent  watch;  and 
and   Aiiica;    although   for  hi*    vicc>  .he    be    wa^.touchcdiniie.irt  for  cutting  away  the  lap  of 
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Jii5^ garment ;  and  afterwards  caused  the  rue's-  i 
seiigtT  to  be  slain,  who  upon  request,  nnd  I 
for  pity,  had  lent  liis  hand  (as  he  baid)  to  help 
forward  the  voluntary  death  of  that  sarrcd 
Kin^?  As  for  the  conti*ary  examples,  a^  that  of 
Jeliii  who  slew  Jchoram  and  Ahaxiali,  ldn{j;s  of 
Israel  and  Judah ;  thqy  vvci*e  done  by  express 
oracle  and  revelation  ffom  Ciod,  ancl  i>ro  no 
niorc  set  ^own  for  our  imilatirin  than  the  rob- 
bing; of  the  Egyptians,  or  any  other  particular 
and  privilcdged  commandment;  but  in  the 
genenil  precept,  which  all  men  inubt  ordinarily 
Follow,  not  only  our  actions,  but  our  speeches 
«ilso,  and  our  very  thoughts,  are  strictly  chained 
i>itli  duty  and  obedience  unto  princes,  whether 
they  be  good  or  evil.  The  law  of  God  or- 
duineih,  *  that  he  which  doth  presumptuou^lv 
against  the  ruler  of  the  people  shall  die;'  anil 
the  prophet  David  forbiddeth  to  touch  the 
lord's  anointed ;  '  thou  shall  not  rail  upon  the- 
jiidi;es,  neither  speak  evil  against  the  ruler  of 
the  people/  And  the  apostles  do  demand 
further,  that  even  bur  thoughts  and  souls  be 
obedient  to  higher  powers;  and  lest  ntiy 
*<hoidd  imagine  that  they  nicant  of  po«)d  princes 
only,  they  speak  generally  of  all;  and  further, 
to  tftkc  away  all  doubt,  they  make  express 
mention  of  the  evil.  For  the  porrer  and  au- 
thority of  wicked  princes  is  the  ordinance  of 
CJod ;  and  therefore  Christ  told  Pilate,  that  the 
power  which  he  had  w iis  given  him  from  above. 
Tor  God  stirred  up  the  spirit  even  of  wicked 
princes  to  do  his  will;  and,  as  Jehosaphat  said 
to  his  rulers,  tliey  execute  not  the  jiul;;TiKMit 
of  man,  but  of  thp  Lord :  in  rei^ard  hereof, 
David  callcth  them  gods,  because  they  ha-\  e 
their  rule  and  authority  hnmediately  frouiC  Jod ; 
which,  it'  they  abuse,  they  arc  not  to  be  ad-* 
judced  by  their  subjects,' for  no  power  within 
tlK'ir  dominion  b  superior  to  theirs ;  but  Go.l 
reH?n'eth  thi  m  to  tlie  ^oxc^t  trial ;  *  horribly 
and  suddenly,'  saith  the  wi^o  man,  'will  the 
Txjrd  appear  unto  them,  and  a  hard  judijiiient 
shall  they  have.*  The  law  of  God  command- 
elh,  that  the  cliild  shall  be  put  to  death  for 
any  contumely  done  unto  the  parents;  but 
what  if  the  father  be  a  robber?  It  a  murderer? 
If  for  all  excess  of  villanics,  odious  and  exe- 
crable both  to  God  and  man?  Surely  he  de- 
ser\'Cth  the  highest  degree  of  punishments,  and 
vet  must  not  the  son  hft  up  his  hand  npiinst 
him,  tor  no  offence  is  so  great  as  to  be  punished 
hy  parricide:  but  our  country  is  dearer  unto 
us  than  our  parents;  and  the  prince  is  pnter 
patriot,  the  father  of  our  country;  and  there- 
fore more  sacred  and  dear  unto  us  than  our  pa- 
rents Ipy  nature,  and  n\ust  not  be  violated, 
how  imperious,  how  impious  soever  he  be: 
(loth  he  command  or  dem{\n<l  our  pei*sons  or 
our  pur'^es,  we  must  not  shun  for  the  one,  nor 
shrink  for  the  other;  for,  as  Nehemiah  saith, 
*  kings  hath  dominion  over  the  bodies  and 
over  the  cattle  of  tlicir  subjects  at  their  plea- 
sure/ Doth  he  enjoin  those  actions  which  are 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  (»'od?  Wc  must  nei- 
ther wholly  obey  nor  violeiitly  resist,  but  with 
ft  constnni  cgarage  submit  ourselves  to  all 


manner  of  pnnibhment,  and  shew  our  suljec- 
tion  by  enduring,  and  not  perlbrming;  \ea, 
the  church  hath  declared  it  to  be  an  heresy, 
to  hold  that  a  prince  may  be  slain  or  de|)osed 
bv  his  subjects,  for  any  disorder  or  default, 
either' in  life  or  else  in  government.  There 
>vill  be  fuults  so  long  as  tlipre  are  men;  tiwd 
as  we  endure  with  patieV.ce  a  barren  yenr  if 
it  happen,  and  unseasonable  weather,  and 
such  other  defects  ot'  nature,  so  must  wc  to- 
lerate the  imperfections  of  rulers;  and  quietly 
expect,  either  a  reformation,  or  else  a  change. 
— But  alas,  good  king  Ud.  why  such  cruelty  ? 
What  such  impiety  hath  he  ever  committed  ? 
Examine  rightly  those  imputations  which  arc 
laid  against  him,  without  any  false  circum- 
stance of  aggravation,  and  you  srhall  Jind  no- 
ttiing  objected,  either  of  any  truth,  or  of  great 
moment.  It  may  be,  that  many  errors  and 
Oversights  have  escaped  him,  ret  none  so 
uricrous  to  be  termed  tyranny;  as  proceeding 
rather  from  imeKperienccd  ignorance,  or  cor- 
rupt counsel,  than  from  any  natural  or  wilful 
malice.  Oh,  how  shall  the  world  be  pestere4 
with  tyrants,  if  sul>jects  may  rcbclHipoti  every 
pretince  of  tyranny  ?  How  many  good  princes 
shiUl  daily  be  suppressed  by  tho'-e  by  whom 
they  ought  to  be  supported?  If  they  le^y  u 
subsidy,  or  any  othtr  taxation,  it  shall  be 
claimed  opprev-ion:  if  they  put  any  to  do  ith 
for  traitorous  attenipts  .Tiainst  thoir  persons,  it 
shall  be  exelaiuicrl  cru»'lty:  if  they  do  any 
thing  aL'ainst  the  lust  and  liking  of  the  people, 
it  sludl  be  proclaimed  tyranny. — But  let  it  he, 
that  without  authority  m  us,  or  desert  in  him, 
king  lid.  must  be  deposed:  yet  whatrfvhr  hui 
the  duke  of  Lancaster  to  the  crown?  Or  wh.it 
reason  ha\e  wc  without  his  right  to  give  it  to 
him.  If  he  make  title  as  heir  unto  king  l?d. 
then  nnist  he  stay  until  king  Rd.'s  death;  for 
no  man  can  succeed  as  heir  to  one  that  liveth. 
Ihit  it  is  well  known  to  all  men,  who  are  r.o^ 
eithf'r  wilfully  blind  or  grossly  ignorant,  tliuc 
there  are  some  now  alive,  lineally  descended 
from  lionel  duke  of  C'larence,  v.-hosc  offspring 
was  by  judgment  of  the  high  c«,^irt  of  pari, 
hohien  the  yth  year  of  king  Hd.  declared  next 
successor  to  the  crown,  in  case  king  Rd.  shouhi 
die  without  issue.  C'oncerning  the  title  from 
Edmund  Crouchback,  t  will  pass  it  over; 
seeing  the  authors  thereof  are  become  a- 
shauied  of  so  absurd  abuse,  both  of  their  own 
knowledge  and  our  credulity;  and  thcrefoic 
all  the  claim  is  now  made  by  right  oC  cou? 
quest,  by  the  cession  and  grant  of  king  Kir. 
and  by  the  general  consent  of  all  the  peojjle. 
It  is  a*  bad  wool  that  will  take  no  colour;  but 
what  conqiiest  can  a  subject  pretend  again:r.^ 
his  sovereign,  where  the  war  is  insurrection, 
and  the  victory  high  and  heinous  treason?  As 
for  the  Resignation  which  Rd.  made,  being  a 
pent  prisoner  for  the  same  cause,  it  is  an  net: 
extorted  by  force,. and  i^^eforc  of  no  validity 
to  bind  him;  and  seeintr,  that  by  the  laws  of 
this  land  rhe  Icing  alone  cannot  alienate  the 
ancient  jewels  and  ornanieiits  pertaining  to 
the  crown,  surely  he   ^nnnot  give  away  tUci 
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crown  itself,  and  therewithal  the  kingdom. 
— JN  either  have  we  any  cuttom,  that  the  peo- 
ple at  plcaMue  should  elect  their  king;  butthej 
are  always  bound  unio  him,  who  by  right  of 
blood  is  right  successor ;  much  less  can  they 
couhrui  and  make  good  that  title,  which  is  be- 
fore by  vitiiencc  usurped ;  for  nothing  can  then 
be  freely  doue,  wheu  hberty  is  once  restrained 
by  fear.  60  did  Scylla,  bv  terror  of  his  le- 
gions, obtain  the  law  ^*  Velleia''  to  be  made, 
whereby  he  was  created  dictator  for  fourscore 
years;  and  by  like  impression  of  fear,  Caesar 
caused  the  law  *'  Servm"  to  be  promul^ed,  by 
which  ne  was  made  perpetual  dictator:  but 
both  these  laws  ^ere  atterwards  adjudged  void. 
As  for  the  depobing  of  king  £dw.  Q.  it  is  no 
more  to  be  urged,  than  the  poisoning  of  king 
John,  or  the  murdering  of  imy  other  good  and 
lawful  pfinoe :  we  must  hve  according  to  laws, 
aiid  not  to  examples;  and  yet  the  kingdom 
was  not  then  taken  from  the  lawful  successor. 
But  if  we  look  back  to  times  lately  past^  we 
shall  find  tliat  these  titles  were  more  strong  in 
king  Stephen,  Uian  they  are  in  the  duke  of 
Lancaster.  For  king  lienn^  I.  being  at  large 
liberty,  neither  restrained  in  body,  nor  con- 
strained in  mind,  had  appointed  him  to  suc- 
ceed; as  it  was  upon  good  credit  certainly  af- 
firmed. The  people  assented  to  this  design- 
ment;  and  thereupon,  without  fear,  and  with- 
out force,  he  was  anointed  king,  and  obtamed 
full  possession  of  the  realm.  Yet  Henry,  son 
of  the  eurl  of  Anjou,  having  a  nearer  right  by 
bis  mother  to  the  crown,  notwithstanding  his 
fatlier  was  a  stranger,  and  himself  born  beyond 
the  seas,  raised  such  rough  wars  upon  king 
Steplien,  that  there  was  no  end  of  spoiling  the 
goods,  and  suilhog  the  blood  of  the  unhappy 
people,  bc<»ides  the  ruins  and  deformities  of 
many  cities  and  holds,  until  hb  lawful  inheri- 
tance was  to  him  assured.  It  terrifieth  me  to 
remember  bow  many  flourishing  empires  and 
kingdoms  have  been,  by  means  of  such  con- 
tentions, either  torn  in  pieces  with  intestine 
division,  or  subdued  to  foreign  princes,  under 
pretence  of  assistance  and  aid;  and  I  need 
not  repeat  how  this  reahn  hath  heretofore 
been  shaken  with  these  several  mischiefs :  and 
yet  neither  the  examples  of  other  countries, 
nor  'he.  miseries  of  our  own,  arc  sufficient  to 
make  us  beware. — O  Englishmen,  worse  be- 
iv  itched  than  the  foolish  Galatians !  Our  un- 
staid  minds  and  restless  resolutions  do  nothing 
else  but  hunt  af^er  our  own  harms:  no  people 
have  more  hatred  abroad,  and  none  less  quiet 
at  home :  in  other  countries,  the  sword  of  in- 
vasion hath  been  shaken  against  us:  in  our 
own  land,  the  fire  of  insurrection  hath  been 
kindled  among  us:  and  what  are  these  in- 
novations, but  whetsujnes  to  sharpen  the 
one,  and  bellows  to  blow  up  the  other, — 
Certainly  I  fear  thnt  the  same  will  happen  unto 
us  which  ^Isop  fableth  to  have  been  fallen 
unto  the  frogs,  who  being  desu*ous  to  have  a 
king,  a  beam  was  given  unto  them;  the  first 
fall  whereof  did  put  them  in  some  fear,  but 
when  they  saw  it  lie  still  in  the  stream,  they 


insulted  thereon  with  great  contempt,  and  de« 
sired  a  king  of  quicker  courage  :  then  was  sent 
unto  them  a  stork,  which  stalking  among  them 
with  stately  steps,  continually  devoured  them. 
The  mildness  of  king  Rd.  hath  bred  in  us  this 
scorn,  interpreting  it  to  be  cowardice  and  dul- 
ness  of  nature.  The  next  heir  is  also  rejected  : 
I  will  not  say  that  with  greater  courtce  we 
shall  find  greater  cruelty ;  but  if  either  of  these 
shall  hereafter  be  able  to  set  up  their  side,  and 
briiig  the  matter  to  trial  by  arms,  1  do  assur- 
edly say,  that  which  pait  soever  shall  carry 
the  fortune  of  the  field,  the  people  both  ways 
must  go  to  wreck.  And  thus  liave  I  declared 
my  mind  concerning  tliis  question,  in  more 
words  than  your  wisdoin,  yet  fewer  than  the 
weight  of  the  cause,  dt>th  require;  and  do 
boldly  conclude,  that  we  have  neither  power 
nor  pohcy,  either  to  depose  king  Rd.  or  to 
elect  duRe  Henry  hi  his  place ;  that  king  Rd. 
remaineth  stiii  our  sovereign  prince,  and  there- 
fore it  is  not  lawfulfor  us  give  judgment  upon 
him ;  that  the  duke,  whom  you  call  king,  hath 
more  offended  against  the  king  and  die  reahn, 
than  the  king  hath  done,  either  against  him 
or  us  :  for  being  banished  the  realm  for  10  years 
bjr  the  kins  and  his  council,  amongst  whom 
his  own  father  was  chief;  and  sworn  not  to 
return  again  without  special  hcence ;  he  hath 
not  only  violated  his  oath,  but  with  impious 
arms  disturbed  the  quiet  of  the  land,  and  dispose 
sessed  the  king?  fipom  his  royal  estate ;  and  now 
demandeth  judgment  against  his  person,  with- 
out ofience  proved,  or  defence  lieard.  If  this 
injury  and  tnis  perjury  doth  nothing  move  us, 
yet  let  both  our  private  and  common  dangers 
somewhat  withdraw  us  from  these  violent  pro- 


This  speech,  says  the  historian,  now  quoted,^ 
was  differently  );aken,  as  men  were  then  differ- 
ently affected,  between  fear,  hope,  and  shame ; 
yet,  the  major  part,  by  far,  shewed  themselves 
in  the  interest  of  their  new  king  Henry;  and 
the  orator  was  instantly  attached  of  high  trea- 
son, by  the  earl  marshal,  and  sent  prisoner  to 
the  abbey  of  saint  Albans. 

Farther  Proceedingi  of  ihii  Farl.l  The  com- 
mons appeared  again  with  their  Speaker,  and 
declared  to  the  king,  that  the  duke  of  Biitainy 
had  sent  word  that  he  was  ready  to  do  ail 
tvhich  the  king  would  desire  him,  and  there- 
fore prayed  3iat  the  earldom  of  Richmond, 
being  his  own  inheritance,  might  not  be  grant- 
ed away  by  any  letters  patents,  which  petition 
was  made  a  request  from  the  commons. — ^The 
duke  of  York,  the  carl  of  Northumberland, 
and  others  of  kindred  to  the  abp.  of  Cantei^ 
bury,  prayed  the  king  that  the  said  abp.  might 
have  his  recovery  against  Roger  Walden,  who 
had  been  made  abp.  of  Canterbury  during  the 
others  exHe,  for  sundry  wastes  and  spoils,  done 
by  the  said  Roger  in  the  archbishopric  afore- 
said, which  the  king  instantly  granted,  and 
thanked  them  for^  their  motion.  But  the  com- 
mons, upon  hearing  of  this  award,  prayed  the 
king  that,  since  they  were  not  made  privy  to 
the  judgment  aforc^aid^  no  record  might  be 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


£ai]     PAEL.  HIST.  1  Hemt  IV.  1399.--Proceeding$  against  the  Lords'  Appellants.     [38a 


nadc  to  duii]ge  or  make  them  parties  therein. 
To  which  t^  abp^  of  Canterbury,  by  the 
king's  conunand  answered,  '\  That  the  com* 
laons  were  only  petitioners,  and  that  all  judg- 
ments belong  to  the  kiug  and  lords ;  unlett  it 
was  in  statutes,  |B;rants  of  subsidies  or  socn 
like ;"  which  ordinance  the  luog  wiD«d  sbouU 
be  from  that  time  observed. 

Sir  Wm.  RickhiUy  one  of  the  judges  to  the 
late  kins,  but  now  a  pfisouer,  was  brought 
before  the  pari,  and  required  to  answer  oy 
what  warrant  he  took  and  certified  the  Con* 
fession'of  the  late  duke  of  Gloucester,  in  the 
21st  of  £d.  II.  (see  p.  299);  and  by  order 
of  the  king,  sir  Walter  Clopton,  chief  justice, 
was  put  to  exaoiine  him.  Bat  Eickhill,  ao- 
swenng  at  full,  and  producing  sufficient  autho- 
rity for  what  he  had  done,  and  his  sincere  deal- 
ing therein,  the  lords  unanimously  declared  that 
tney  thought  he  had  acted  justly ;  and  upon 
this  the  chief  justice  adjudged  tbe  said  su*  Wm. 
acouitted  thereof  for  ever. 

Fetitions  of  the  Cammoiu,  with  the  Kin^s 
AnswenJ]  P.  That  the  liberties  of  the  church, 
the  great  charter,  and  charter  of  the  forests, 
be  confirmed.  A.  The  king  wiUeth  the.same. 
— P.  That  the  lords  ^iritiud,  temporal,  and 
the  judges,  do  not  &om  henceforth  pleiid,  in 
excuse,  that  they  durst  not  for  fear  ot  death  to 
speak  the  truth.  A.  The  king  reputeth  them 
all  to  be  just,  and  that  they  wUl  not  give  him 
council  to  the  contrary ;  but  if  they  do,  let  com- 
plaint be  made. — ^P.  That  ail  the  king's  chief 
officers  be  sworn  to  shun  all  bribery,  and  such 
as  are  attainted  thereof  to  lose  all  they  have. 
A.  Every  such  officer,  upon  attaint,  shall  be 
punished  ibr  his  misdoing ;  otherwise  the  sta- 
tutes already  made  may  suffice. — P.  That  no 
part  of  the  crown-lands  may  be  sold,  given,  or 
exchanged :  and  that  there- be  a  resumption  of 
such  as  are.  A.  The  king  will  bo  advised  of 
this. — P,  Tbat  every  man  may  pursue  his  re- 
medy for  ail  havock  and  spous,  committed 
since  the  coming  of  the  king.  A.  For  spoils 
done  where  the  king's  army  bath  been,  he  will 
be  advised ;  for  the  rest  he  granteth. — P.  That 
all  men  dispossessed  of  any  tenements,  with- 
out process  of  law,  may  be'  restored,  if  done 
since  the  king's  coming  in.  A.  They  are  re- 
milted  to  the  common  law. — P.  That,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  great  plague  in  the  North,  it 
would  please  the  king  to  lie  with  his  army  in 
the  midst  of  the  kingdom.  A.  The  king  will 
be  advised. — ^P.  Tbat  the  king  will  appoint 
able  captains,  as  well  in  Englahd  as  in  Wales. 
A.  ITie  king  meaneth  no  less.— Tlie  commons 
grant  to  the  king,  that  he  shall  be  as  free  and 
ei^oy  as  great  liberties  as  any  of  his  progeni- 
tors had  before  him  ;  whereupon  the  King,  in 
pari,  promised  that  he  would  not  turn  the 
same  contrary  to  tl*e  laws. — ^P.  The  commons 
pray  the  reversal  of  the  judgment  given  against 
Rd.  earl  of  Arundel  in  the  21st  of  king  Rd. 
and  that  restitution  be  made  to  Thomas  his 
eon  and  heir.  A.  The  king  hath  shewn  favour 
to  Thomas  now  earl,  and  to  others. — ^P.  ITiat 
guch  records^  touching  the  inheritance  of  the 


said  earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  late  embez- 
zled, may  be  sought  for  aud  restored.  A.  The 
king  willeth. — ^P.  They  make  the  like  request 
Ibr  restitution  to  be  made  to  Tho.  earl  of 
Warwick,  A.  The  king  hath  shewn  favour 
to  him  al«>o. — ^P.  They  require  a  repeal  oi'  the 
act  made  91  Rd.  If.  with  a  general  resiiiutiun 
of  lands  and  goods,  to  all  such  as  lo^t  thereby. 
A.  The  king  has  been  gracious  in  tius  also, 
and  for  the  rest  he  will  be  ad\  ised. 

Proceedings  againsi  the  Lordit^  Appellants,^ 
Tlie  comfhons  prayed  the  kiug,  thut  the  lords, 
who  were  Appellants  in  the  fiarl.  licld  the  2ist 
of  the  late  king  Rd  may  be  called  on  to  answer 
for  their  acts  done  at  tnat  time.  The  records 
of  which  were  brought  aud  read  in  pari,  in  the 
presence  of  Edw.  duke  of  Albemarle,  Tho. 
duke  of  Surrey,  John  duke  of  Exeter,  John 
marq.  of  Dorset,  John  earl  of  Salisbury,  and 
Tho;  earl  of  Gloucester.  These  were  all  tho 
accusers  of  the  abp.  aud  the  rest  of  the  lords, 
in  tbe  pari,  of  the  21st  of  Rd.  II.  that  were 
spared  trom  execution;  except  king  Henry 
hunseif,  then  earl  of  Derby,  who  was  the  prin- 
cipal person  concerned  in  that  affair.-*l^hc 
duke  of  Albemarle  was  called  on  tirst,  who 
pleaded  in  excuse,  "  That  he  was  no  contriver 
of  the  said  appeal ;  and  what  he  then  did, 
was  by  the  king's  command,  whom  he  durat 
not  disobey.  That  in  relation  to  king  Henry  s 
exile,  and  revocation' of  his  patent,  it  was  en- 
tirely Against  his  will,  and  he  called  certain 
lords  to  wiuiess  the  same :  he  also  endeavoured 
to  excuse'  himself  from  advising,  or  being  any 
ways  privy  to  the  death  of  tlie  duke  of  Glou- 
cester."— Tlie  duke  of  Surrey  prayed  the  king 
to  consider  the  tender  age,  and  small  reputa- 
tion he  was  in,  at  the  timt  the  appeal  was 
made.  Afterwards,  he  answered  in  all  points, 
as  the  former  duke  had  done ;  all  which  he 
offered  to  prove  when  the  king  should  ap- 
point.— ^The  duke  of  Exeter  pleaded  afso  as 
above ;  only,  in  relation  to  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cester, he  added,  that  he  heard  king  Rd.  say, 
tliat  he  should  be  slain.— The  marq.  of  Doreet 
affirmed,  as  before,  only  he  made  no  mention 
of  the  duke  of  Gloucester. — ^The  cai-l  of  Salis- 
bury said,  that  he  was  drawn  into  the  appeal, 
(or  fear  of  his  life ;  and  for  that  he  was  ac- 
cused by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  that  he  should 
have  meant  to  have  slain  the  duke  of  Lancas- 
ter, the  king's  father.  Albeit,  he  was  ready 
by  the  king's  order,  to  have  disproved  the 
charge ;  but,  for  that  he  had  not  yet  offered  to 
acquit  himself  thereof,  he  asked  pardon  for 
the  same. — ^The  earl  of  Gloucester  affirmed  the 
same  with  the  duke  of  Albemarle. — After 
these  noblemen  had  answered  the  several 
questions,  they  were  all  ordered  to  witljdraw, 
whilst  the  king  and  pari,  consulted  what  sen- 
tence to  award  for  them.  And  the  king  and 
lords  did  adjudge,  "  Tliat  the  said  dukes, 
marq.  and  earls,  slwuld  lose  their  names  and 
titles,  and  all  the  honours  thereto  belonginir ; 
and  that  they  should  forfeit  all  the  htnds  and 
goods,'which  they,  or  any  of  them  bad  given 
them  at  the  death  of  the  said  duke  of  Gloucei>- 
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t(T,  or  at  any  time  since ;  and  that  if  they,  or 
tiny  of  them,  should  espouse  the  quarrel,  or 
nsssiat  the  person  of  kinjr  Rd.  lately  dcpos^^d, 
that  then  the  same  should  be  treason.**  Which  I 
sentence  or  judgment,  by  the  kinji's  command, 
was  pronounced   by  sir  Wm.  Thirninjr,  lord 
eViief  justice  of  the  kinc*s  bench. — But  after  ! 
all,  we  find  that  as  to  their  lands,  it  was  left  ' 
to  the  king  either  to  continue  them  in  posses- 
sion, or  turn  them  out  if  be  pleased.      Yet  | 
Henry  not  only  left  them  their  es^tes,  but : 
also  restored  them  to  their  honours. 

On  the  2<>th  of  Nov.  the  commons  required, 
that  the  arrest  and  judfrment  u<];ainst  Wm.  le 
Scroop,  earl  of  TV'iltshire,  sir  Hy.  Green,  and 
John  Bussy,  kni£;hts,  \':h'>  had  been  executed 
without  any  process  at  Bristol,  miffht  be  con- 
firmed in  full  pnrl.  On  which  sir  Rd.  le  .Scroop 
petitioned  the  king  that  nothing  might  be  done 
to  disinherit  him  or  his  children,  considering 
the  said  Wm.  was  his  son.  The  commons 
asked  sir  Rd.  if  the  judcment  ftj/ainst  his  son 
was  lawful  ?  Who  answered,  that  it  was  lawful. 
Upon  which  the  kin»  said,  that  he  wouM  have 
all  tne  lands  of  the  persons  aforesaid  forfeited 
to  him  by  way  of  conquest,  as  of  those  who 
had  been  the  chief  actors  in  the  pari,  of  the 
SlstofRd.  H. 

Jnquirff  into  the  Murder  of  the  Dule  of 
C huccsler.']  The  la,st  thing  which  wo  shall 
mention  in  the  proceedings  of  this  pari,  is 
Siime  f[irther  enquiry  made  there  in  relation  to 
the  duke  of  Gloucester  ;  which  thouirh  not  all 
mentioned  in  Cotton's  Abridgment,  our  older 
Clu-oniclers,  particularly Holiingshead,  are  very 
exact  in  describing.  Sir  John  HaL'got,  then  a 
prisoner  in  thfe  tower,  was  brought  to  the  bnr 
of  the  house,  and  there  examined  on  the  affatr 
ofthat  murder;  who  there  declared,  in  a  bill, 
then  delivered  in,  "  That  it  was  bv  the  advice 
and  mstigation  of  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  that 
the  lords  were  apprehended  by  the  king,  and 
that  the  duke  of  Gloucester  was  inhumanly 
murdered  at  Calais.  That  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk did  keep  the  duke  of  Gloucester  alive  .3 
weeks  against  the  king's  will ;  but,  for  fear  of 
the  kings  displeasure,  the  said  duke  and  him- 
Rclf,  with  several  of  the  king^  servants,  went 
over  to  Calais,  and  saw  him  put  to  death.** 
After  this  declaration  was  openly  read,  the 
duke  of  Albemarle  rose  up  and  said,  "  That 
be  utterly  denied  the  chaise  to  be  true  against 
him,  and  offered  to  justify  his  innocence  by 
cotnbat,  in  such  manner  as  should  be  thoucht 
requisite."  But  Baggot,  not  being  at  liberty 
to  accept  the  challenge,  the  lord  Fitz-Waltcr, 
and  20  otlier  lords,  offered  to  make  it  good  by 
their  bodies,  that  he  was  the  cause  of  the  duke 
of  Gloucc>ter*s  death.  The  duke  of  Surrey 
stood  up  aaainst  the  lord  Fitz-Walter,  and  hav- 
ing atiirmed  that  what  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
had  done  against  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  wji> 
by  constraint,  he  offered  to  vindicate  him  bv 
fight;  and  nil  their  hoods,  which  they  Hnn*; 
down  as  pledges  of  their  intentions,  wore  deli- 
vered to  the  roTistable  and  marshal  to  be  kept. 
But  iJl  these  dilVcrcnccs  the  king  thought  pro- 


per to  accommodate,  in  a  way  more  politic  anrf 
more  cqnsistent  with  the  c\igeu<-y  of  the 
times,  than  sufterikg  tlicm  to  go  on  ti>  a  mar- 
tial trial. — Baggot,  m  one  of  his  examinationt 
before  the  house,  mentioned  one  John  Hall, 
then  a  prisoner  in  Newgate,  who  could  say 
much  more  than  he,  i*etating  to  the -death  of 
the  duke  of  (Gloucester.  Which  Hall,  being 
sent  for  and  cxatnined,  confcssed  the  whole 
matter;  whose  examination,  confession,  aiwl 
sentence  passed  against  him,  being  on  the 
rolls,  we  shall  give  from  sir  Robert  Cotton's 
own  account  of  it. 

**  John  Hall,  a  serv  ant  of  tl)e  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, being  examined  by  sir  Walter  Clopton, 
chief  justice,  in  full  pari,  confessed  upon  lus 
oath,  that  in  the  month  of  Sept.  21  Hd.  IL 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  charged  tne  said  John, 
among  others,  to  murder  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cester, there  being  preMUt  one  John  Coifox, 
an  esq.  of  the  said  duke  of  Norfolk  ;  and  that 
t')ey  two  then  being  at  Calais,  went  togethcf 
.to  Our  f^dies  church,  where  they  found  Wm. 

Hcmpsley,  esq.   as  aforesaid,  Hradshaw, 

e.sq.  as  aforesaid,  Wm.  J^erviullet,  of  the 
chamber  of  the  late  king  Rd.  Francis  Vadlett, 
of  the  chamber  of  the  d»ikc  of  Albimiarle ; 

Wm.  Rogers,  Wm.  Dennice,  and Cockle, 

servants  to  the  said  duke  of  Norfolk  j  all 
whom  were  j^uom  upon  the  body  of  Christ, 
before  one  Sir  Wm.  (jhapluin,  of  st.  Oeorge%, 
in  the  church  of  our  lady,  that  they  should 
not  disclose  the  said  fact  or  murder.  That 
after  this  oath  made,  they  altogetlier  went 
with  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  towards  the  house 
called  the  Princes  fnh,  and  when  they  were 
come,  the  said  duke  of  Norfolk  caused  the 
persons  aforesaid  to  enter  int^)  a  lodging 
within  the  same  house,  and  so  departed. 
After  which  John  Lovetofre,  with  sundry  other 
esqrs.  brought  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  and 
delivered  him  to  the  said  Sc^rl  and  Francis,  in 
an  inner  ])arlour,  and  said,  *  There  is  Searl 
and  Francis  ;*  whereupon  the  duke  of  Glou^ 
cester  said,  '  Now  I  see  I  shall  do  well,'  and 
so  asked  Scarl  how  the  king  did?  who  said 
*  well  ;*  and  sent  to  him  commendations,  and 
so  the  said  John  liOvctofte  departed.  Where- 
upon the  said  Scarl  and  Francis,  took  the  sakl 
duke  of  (jloucc^tcr  into  an  upper  chamber, 
saying,  *  That  they  would  speak  whh  him ;'. 
unto  whom  wlien  tncy  wero  come  there,  they 
snid,  *  That  the  king*«  will  was,  that  he  should 
be  slain  ;*  the  duk^  answered  thereto,  *  If  it 
be  so  it  is  welcome ;'  that  Scarf  and  Francis 
willed  the  duke  to  talvc  a  chaplain,  whom  the 
duke  there  took,and  was  confessed.  After  which 
confession  they  caused  the  duke  to  lye  upon  a 
bed,  upon  whom  so  lying,  the  said  Searl  and 
Francis  threw  a  feather-bed,  the  sides  wherec>l* 
the  said  Wm.  Rogers,  Dennice,  and  Cockle 
of  the  chamber,  held ;  and  Searl  and  Francis 
lay  on  the  mouth  of  the  said  duke  until  be 
was  dead:  Coifox,  Hciupsley,  and  Bradsliaw, 
sat  that  night  by  the  (lake  on  their  knees, 
wrrping,  and  praying  for  the  soul  c^t'  the  said 
duke;  aud  Hall,  this  exiiminaiit,  kept  the  dour 
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ubiil  the  dukjQ  wasidain. ,  After  the  death  of 
\\iiLch  dukcy  tht;  duke  of  NorfoiL  cunie  iuf 
aiid  seeing  him  dead,  said,  *  it  were  a  greut 
matter  tu  have  the  ^4;ii  duke  living  a^aln.' 
By  whose  cjatCN^loii  it  ^ceuJcd.to  tht^Iurds, 
that  he  the  iaid  JoIhi  Uuil,  hud  deu,Tvcd  u 
grievous  death;  >iheicui^uu  they  adjudged,  hy 
•Uie  aiseut  ol  the  king,  tliut  the  same  Hidl 
bboukl  be  dniwii  from  Tow  er-HUl  to  Tyburn, 
bis  bowelb  to  be  burned  be  tore  him,  his  bud) 


Arnold  Savage  for  their  Speaker,  inliomade 
the  Hccusiomed  prote>Uition,  for  himself  and 
the  connnous,* which  was  accepted  and  en- 
rolled. On  the  25lli,  tlie  commons  by  their 
speul^er,  in*t*ull  park  "gave  the  king  most 
hearty  thanks  for  his  promise  of  maintaining 
the  catholic' I'aith.  They  desired  that  the  kinf^ 
would  not  gi\e  an  car  to  any  !^landclX}us  and 
uniinio  reports  concerning  tlicir  proceediu^ii, 
but  let   tlie  event  shew  the  same."     Which 


to  be  hjMigcd,  headed,  and  quartered,  and  being  promised,  the  spcidicr  went  on  and  de- 
his  head  to  he  sent  and  set  upon  Calai:?,  and  •  clared  to  die  king,  "  Ihut  to  every  good  govt. 
his  quarters  at  the  kin;:'s  pleasure;  and  the    4  things   appertained,  viz.   wis^dom,  prowess, 


marshal  the  sauie  day  d.d  execution  accord- 
ingly.'- 

A  Pat  L  called.]  Writs  of  sununons  were 
sent  out,  directecf  to  Ucnry  pruice  of  Wales, 
*tc.  and  dated  at  Westm.  the   19tli  of  Si  pt. 

1400,  for  a  piU"l.  to  meet  at  York,  on  ibe 
featft  of  AQ  Souls,  next  coming.  (Joitou  ha^ 
given  us  no  more  than  the  names  of  the  peci-s 
llial  were  snmmontd  to  this  pari. ;  it  is  pro^ 
bable  that  the  business  of  it  was  interrupud 
by  the  insurrections,  then  made  in  the  imtion, 
in  favour  of  kuig  Richard. 

A  Pari,  calltJ.]     After   Uiese  conunotions, 
were,  in  some  measure,  quieted,  another  purl. 
\i:as  summoned  to  meet  on  the  ^  1st  of  Jan. 

1401,  wlien  the  knights  and  burgesses  were 
caUed  into  the  chancery  court,  in  VVestmiuster- 
UalL,  before  the  chancellor  and  the  stewiird  of 
tlie  king's  household,  by  name;  upon  whusc 
appearance,  the  chauc.  put  otf  tiie  park  to 
tile  next  day,  by  the  knig's  authority.  On 
die  said  day  sir  Wn>.  Thyrning,  chief  justice 
of  the  king^s  bench,  by  the  king's  command, 
dedarcd,  "  That  tliis  pari,  was  called  to  the 
end  that  ifoly  Church,  and  otlicr  corporations 
and  persons  should  enjoy  theu'  hberties;  that 


manhood  and  riches ;  all  which  he  aihrmed 
was  in  the  king  and  his  nobility,  as  the  world 
very  %vcll  knew,  and  they  would  approve;  for 
the  hearts  and  good-nil!  of  subjects,  which 
his  muj.  had,  were  tlie  ricbes  of  a  king. 
Therefore,  for  certain  rea.^ns,  the  conmions 
would  persuade  tlie  king  not  to  agrce  to  tlm 
cbullenges,  which  tlia  French  had  made  to 
him  and  the  lords."  This  the  king  promised 
not  to  attempt  without  their  advice,  and  gave 
thi>m  tlianks  for  their  tender  good  will  to 
lum. 

Petitions  of  the  Ommons.]  Jan.  31,  the 
commons,  by  word  of  mouth  pi-ayed,  that 
certain  Petitions  might  be  answered  by  the 
king,  which  he,  again,  desired  might  be  put 
in  writinir,  and  tlien  he  promised  to  answer 
them.  Feb.  21,  the  commons  praytd  tiio 
king  to  execute  tiie  ordinance  of  king  Rich.  11. 
upon  the  conquest  of  Wales,  vi?.  that  no  Welch- 
man  born  sliould  bear  any  ottice  in  tiiat  coun- 
try, ^ic.  The  king  promised  to  send  for  the 
ordinanie,  and  cause  cxe(aition  of  it.  They 
then  required  tlie  kini;,  that,  according  to  the 
laws  and  customs  of  tlie  re:dm,  he  would  scire 
into  his   hands  the   houses' and  lands  of  all 


all  good  la\\'s  sliould  be  e\ecuted,  and  justice    alien  priories,  and  donatives,  during  the  wars. 


truly  ministered ;  and  that  nothing  should  be 
done  in  derogation  of  tlie  common  law."  He 
then  rehearsed,  **  What  great  diarges  the 
king  had  been  at  for  his  coronation ;  for  sup- 
pressuig  the  late  rcbelliou  attempted  by  the 
nobles;  for  his  expedition  against  the  Scots; 
and,  lastly,  for  resisting  the  rebels  in  Nortii 
Wales;  all  which  adventures  he  hitd  under- 
taken in  his  own  proper  pcraoii."  He  further 
told  them,  "  Tliat  the  king  was  bouud  to  re- 
turn the  queen  into  FraiiC",  with  all  such 
jpwcls  and  riches   as  king  Richard  had  with 


To  tliis  the  king  required  advice,  and  pro- 
mised to  do  therein  as  the  bps.  and  peers 
sliould  instruct  liim.  The  siiiae  day,  on  a  Uke 
motion,  the  king  revoked  all  annuities  granted 
out  of  the  custom  of  wools  ;  imd  at  the  same 
time  they  rofjuired  the  king  to  commit  the 
ch;jrge  of  wool--»\eighmg,  and  the  inventory  of 
kiiij;  Richard's  goods,  which  tiie  treasurers 
had  delivered  to  them,  to  some  persons  as 
might  miike  due  enquiry  thercx)f,  and  discharge 
iho  coiiijnons  of  it.  They  also  dejiired,  ♦*  That 
ill  HiHttrt^  transacted  in  this  purl,  miglrt  be 


licr  in  marriage.  He  put  tliem  in  mind  of  ;  ei'.jio<*icd  before  the  departme  of  die  justices 
the  charges  for  keeping  of  Cahii-:,  and  tlie  j  It  was  answered,  "That  tlie  clerk  of  p;irl,  hud 
king's  otJier  fyrtreshes  abroad;  especiiUly  for  j  orders  so  to  do."  At  the  same  time  the  com- 
the  duchy  of  Guienne,  being  annexed  to  the  mons  declaixjd,  "  That  it  wiis  not  the  usual 
crovrOy  for  the  wliich  war  was  hkcly  to  ensue,  !  custom  for  |hem  to  grant  any  subsidy  l»eforc 
because  the  king  of  France  had  created  his  '  they  had  received  answers  to  their  petitions} 
eldest  son  duke , of  Guienne;  and,  Ia::tly,  for  !  and  prayed  the  observation  of  that 'custom 


the  wars  in  Scotland  and  Ireland.  For  the 
support  of  all  which  great  charges  he  urged 
the  lords  and  commons  to  consult  and  to  con- 
sider the  huportanee  of  tlicm  ;  he  concluded 
with  desiring  the  commons  to  choose  a  Speaker, 
and  to  present  him  the  next  day  to  the  king." 

Sir  A,  S.ivagc  ^iostn  Speaker.]    On  the  UZd 
cS  J&Q.  the  C0(nipoa3  presented  to  the  king  sir 


from  thenceforth."  Upon  this  tJic  king  re- 
quired a  conference  with  tlic  lords;  and,  oa 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  gave  the  commons 
tJiis  aiifvver,  **  That  there  was  never  any  sucli 
use  known,  but  that  they  should  iirst  go  iiu*out;h 
wiili  all  otlier  busines*^,  which  ordinance  thct 
king  inteudefl  not  to  idter."  After  whieh  « 
subiidy  was  granted  of  1-lOtl^  and  l*l^th; 
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9s.  on  every  tun  of  wine,  and  6d.  in  tbe  pound 
on  merchandize. 

Froceedingt  agtunst  several  Lords  for  Trttt" 
toity  4rf .]  The  lords  temporal,  with  Vhc  king's 
absent,  adjurkcd  The.  Hoiland  late  earl  of 
Kent,  John  llolland  late  earl  of  Huntington, 
John  Montagu  late  earl  of  Salisbury,  Tho.  le 
Despenscr  and  Ralph  Lumlcy,  knigl^ts,  and 
several  others,  m^bo  were,  for  their  treasons 
and  rebellions,  taken  by  certain  of  the  king's 
subjects,  and  beheaded  as  traitors,  that  they 
should  forfeit  all  such  lands  as  they  bad  in  lee, 
Jan.  5,  in  the  1st  of  this  king,  or  at  any  time 
after,  together  with  all  their  ^oods  and  chat- 
tels. But  tlie  commons  coming  before  the 
king,  March  the  5th,  their  Speaker  in  an  ora- 
tion he  made  to  the  throne,  took  occasion, 
"  to  liken  the  3  estates  of  the  realm  to  the 
Trinity,  as  consisting  of  king,  bps.  and  lords, 
and  ttic  commons';  wherein,  adds  he,  ought 
to  be  unity ;  and  therefore  prayed  tbe  kinc  to 
reconcile  the  carl  of  Rutland  and  tbe  u>rd 
Fitz-waher."  These  lords  kneeling,  at  tbe  same 
time,  and  submitting  themselves  to  tbe  king'a 
will,  were  both  pardoned.  «The  commons 
iirst,  and  the  lords  after,  pray  that  the  ear! 
of  Somerset  might  have  tne  same  mercy  ex- 
tended to  him  as  the  earl  of  Rutland,  and  be 
both  restored  to  their  goods,  names  and  liber- 
tie^,  notwithstanding  the  judgment  given  a- 
gainst  them,  preiiio  Regis;  which,  the  king, 
with  thanks  for  their  motion,  also  granted. 

An  aliair  of  the  like  nature  with  the  preced- 
ing deserves  also  our  notice.  It  seems  that 
Henry  le  Spenser,  the  bp.  of  Norwich  so  much 
spoken  of  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  reign, 
had  been  accused  by  sir  Tho.  Erpingham,  then 
vice-ehambcrlain  to  the  king,  of  being  a  stirrer 
in  the  last  insurrections,  or  at  least  a  favourer 
of  that  cause.  The  bp.  was  sent  for,  to  come 
before  the  king  in  pari,  and  on  his  appearance 
t);e  king  ordered  him  to  be  placed  m  bis  ac- 
customed seat:  then  liis  mai.  declared,  *^  tliat 
be  took  the  accusations  of  the  said  sir  Tbo, 
against  the  said  bp.  to  be  just,  and  to  proceed 
irom  tlie  great  zeal  the  accuser  had  lor  him ; 
neveribclcse,  considering  die  order  of  the  said 
bp.  and  that  be  was  of  the  king's  lineage,  and 
to  oblige  bim  to  better  behaviour  for  the  fb- 
tore,  he  paidoued  the  said  bp.  all  bis  mispri- 
sions done  against  his  person.'*  Tlie  whole 
bench  of  bps.  stood  up  at  this,  and  gave  his 
inaj.  their  thanks  in  open  pari,  and  desbed 
bim  to  cause  the  said  bjp.  of  Norwich  and  sir 
1  bo.  Erpin^uun  to  shake  hands  and  kiss  each 
other,  in  token  of  amity. 

Act  for  putting  Heretics  to  Death.]  The 
commons  required  tbe  king  to  assist  in  pacify- 
ing tbe  schism  then  in  the  church  of  Kome, 
which  had  continued  a  long  time,  if  it  could 
be  done  without  any  chuge  to  this  realm. 
The  lords  abo  dttired  the  same.— The  king 
answered,  **  that  the  bpt.  should  consider  of 
it.''  And  at  home,  in  order  to  suppress  the 
Kefbrmers,  or  tbe  followers  of  Wickime's  doc- 
trine, which  was  still  adhered  to  bv  many,  a 
writ  k  mtntiuaed  in  the  Records  of  thk  pari. 


to  be  tMt  to  the  shariA  af  London,  for  the 
bmnii^  of  Wm.  Sawtre,  a  clerk,  convicted  of 
hoesyay  his  cleigy»  and  by  them  acyudged  to 
be  burnt  There  was  dilso  a  statute  made  iu 
this  session  of  pari,  touchmg  tbe  imprisoning, 
or  punishing  vvidi  death,  such  as  held  any  er- 
^roneoos  opmion  in  religion;  but  Cotton  re- 
^nkarks,  ^  that  the  piiatad  statute  differs  greatly 
from  Uie  record,  not  only  in  form,  but  nraefa 
more  in  matter,  in  order  to  maintain  ecdesi* 
astiod  tyranny."  His  publisher,  Prynne,  has 
this  note  upon  it:  ^  that  this  was  the  first  sta- 
tute and  butcberiv  knife  that  the  impeaching 
prebtes  procured  or  had  a«iinst  the  poor 
preachers  of  Christ's  gospel"  Fox  writes  also, 
that  Henry  IV.  who  deposed  Rich.  II.  waa 
the  firrt  of  all  English  kmgs  that  began  the 
unmorcifiii  burning  of  Christ's  saints. 

Act  against  Proviikms  Jrom  Rom,]  How- 
ever, some  other  laws  were  made  in  this  pari, 
of  mat  Qse  and  advantage  to  the  state;  viz. 
**  that  no  pnmsioas  should  be  brought  from 
Rome,  by  any  religious  person,  to  exempt 
tham  from  ob^ienoe  to  the  secular  power; 
and  that  all  sudi  persons,  who  shall  brmg  any 
such  provisiotts  into  the  nation,  shaU  incur  a 
prBronnire.  That  no  person  shall  carry  any  gold 
or  silver  coin  out  of  tne  nation,  without  a  spe- 
cial licence  from  the  king ;  and  if  any  one  shall 
presume  to  do  to  the  contrary,  he  shall  forfeit 
all  the  said  coin  to  the  king.  That  tbe  chiro- 
grapher  of  the  Common-Pleas,  the  clertt  of 
the  Crown  and  King'^-Bcnch,  and  the  marshal 
0^  the  Marshalsea  of  die  king's  house,  should 
take  no  greater  fees  than  whid;  are  prescribed 
and  limited  by  the  statutes." 

A  Subsidy  granted,]  On  the  10th  of  March, 
being  tbe  last  day  of  this  pari,  the  commons 
all  kneeled  before  the  king,  and  besought  him 
to  pardon  than,  if,  through  isnorance,  they 
might  have  oflFended  him;  whicb  the  kine  rea- 
dily granted.  Then  the  whole  assembly  heard 
mass  together,  when  the  abp.  of  Canterbury 
read  the  epistle  and  gospel;  the  king  did  the 
sacrifice  by  promising  to  maintain  the  faith  of 
holy  church;  and  when  they  were  come 
to  say,  //c,  missa  est^  et  Deo  gratias^  the  com- 
mons offered  their  granted  subsidy;  for  the 
which  the  king  returned  them  all  thanks,  and 
the  chancellor  dismissed  them  to  their  own 
home. 

A  Pari,  cailedj]  A  pari,  was  summoned  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  30th  of  Sept.' 
1403;  which  being  assembled,  and  the  knights, 
&c.  called  over,  as  usual  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery, the  next  day  the  lord  high  chanc.  in  the 
presence  of  the  king,  declared  the  cause  of 
their  meeting  to  be,  **  1st.  for  preserving  the 
ri^ts  and  liberties  of  holy  church,  and  of  all 
cofporations  and  persons."  Then  he  took  for 
his  theme,  par  muUa  diligentibus  legem ;  from 
which  he  took  occasion  **  to  commend  peace, 
and  to  shew  the  great  blessings  of  it.  He  said, 
that  peace  was  idways  with  those  that  obeyed 
the  laws;  and,  contrarily,  lie  ur^  the  gall 
and  mischief  of  dissension  and  disobedience ; 
and  that  there  was  no  other  way  to  check 
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peace-breftkers  than  by  war.  He  declared, 
that  by  dksension  and  private^  discord,  the 
Hower  o(  aU  chivalry,  the  stock  of  nobles 
wttliin  this  reabn,  was  in  a  manner  lately  con- 
samcd ;  and  that  the  whole  nation  was  iu  dan- 
ger of  being  subverted,  had  not  God,  as  a  de- 
liverer, raised  up  the  king.  He  put  thera  in 
mind  of  the  king*s  late  grc.it  victory  ajcaiust  the 
Scots;  lie  much  lamented  the  great  schism  in 
the  church,  by  having  two  popes;  and  told 
them,  that  the  king  intcndca  to  do  his  part 
towards  healing  the  same.  He  then  desired 
them  to  provide  Ways  and  Means  for  main- 
taining the  war  agiiiftst  Scotland;  for  sub- 
.jecting  the  enemies  in  Wales ;  for  conquering 
Ireland,  and  putting  a  stop  to  their  prince  in 
that  country;  for  defending  Guicnne,  Calais, 
and  the  marshes  the«»uf ;  and  desired  the  com- 
mons to  choose  a  speaker,  and  to  present  him 
on  the  morrow  for  approbation*\ 

Sir  H.  de  Bedford  chosen  Speaker,']  The 
next  day  the  commons  presented  sir  Henry  de 
Redford  for  their  Speaker,  who,  making  the 
usual  protestation,  it  was  granted.  This  house 
took  several  days  to  consider  of  the  lord  chan- 
cellor's charge  to  them.  On  the  lOrh  of 
Oct.  the  chancellor  acquainted  tlie  king  tliat 
the  commons  desired  to  have  certain  of  tlic 
lords  sent  to  them,  with  whom  they  might 
confer.  The  king  granted  their  request,  with 
this  protestation,  "that  the  same  was  done 
ont  of  favour,  and  not  of  duty;"  which  protest 
was  enrolled  by  tlie  clerk.  Tlien  the  king  sent 
the  steward  of  his  household  and  his  secretary 
to  the  commons,  to  acquaint  them  with  it; 
who  returned  for  answer  to  tlie  king,  that  they 
acccpded  of  liis  protestation ;  and  accordingly 
4  bps.  4  earls,  and  4  barons  were  ordered  to 
attend  them. 

On  the  16th  of  Oct.  the  commons  in  full 
pari,  by  the  mouth  of  their  Speaker,  **  gave 
to  the  king  their  most  humble  thanks  for  iiis 
many  valiant  exploits;  namely,  for  his  last  ex- 
pedition into  Scotland,  and  ibr  his  tliree  seve- 
ral journies  into  Wales,  since  the  former; 
wherein  they  took  occasion  to  praise  the  va- 
lour of  the  prince;  and  forgot  not  to  mention 
the  noble  service  performed  by  the  Id.  Thomas, 
the  king's  2nd.  son,  in  Ireland.  As  for  the 
victory  in  Scotland,  they  humbly  liOpe<l,  that 
by  good  policy  it  might  be  made  to  turn  to  tlie 
advantage  and  east?  of  the  coimnons;  and  be- 
cause in  that  battle  the  caii  of  Northumber- 
land bcliavcd  gallantly,  they  prayed  the  king 
to  give  liim  thanks. '' 

A  Subsidy  granted.]  On  Uie  25th  of  Oct. 
the  commons,  with  the  absent  of  the  bps.  and 
the  lords,  granted  to  the  kim^  tlie  usual  suli- 
sidy  on  wools,  wool-fells,  and  skin$,  for  3 
years;  also  3s.  on  every  tun  of  wine,  anfi  19.t\. 
m  the  pound  on  merchandize,  besides  a  lOtii 
and  a  15tb.  This  large  and  extensive  gra^t 
put  the  king  into  such  good  humour,  that  he 
sent  the  earl  of  Northumberland  to  invite  the 
whole  body  of  the  commona  to  dine  with  him 
ihe  next  day, 

.   4  ParlUtment  called.]    Another  pari,  was 
Vol.  1.  J    ^r-        r 


summoned  to  meet  at  W^estminster,  Jan.  Idth, 
1404.  Beiug  all  assembled,  the  bo.  of  Lon- 
don, the  king's  brother,  and  tlicn  lord  chauc. 
in  the  presence  of  the  king,  lords,  an  J  com- 
mons, dcckred  the  cause  of  the  pail,  for  the 
preservation  of  holy  church,  &c.  He  then 
took  for  his  text  these  words,  waltitudo  aapien" 
tium,  4-c.  and  thereby  learnedly  argued,  "  that 
by  council  every  realm  was  governed :  he  re- 
sembled every  state  to  the  body  of  a  man,  and 
applied  the  right  hand  to  the  church,  aud  the 
Ictt  to  the  temporal  lords,  and  the  rest  of  the 
members  to  tlic  commonalty:  of  all  which 
members  and  estates,  the  king,  as  the  head, 
was  desirous  to  have  their  advice,  and  had 
called  the  said  pari,  on  divers  occasions,  for 
that  purpose.  The  hrst  tiling  that  he  put 
them  m  mind  of,  was  the  utter  suppression  of 
the  Welsh  rebelUons;  for  repeiling  the  mulice 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  the  earl  of  St. 
P4ule,  who  had  bent  themselves  wholly  a^hist 
the  king  and  realm,  as  appeared  by  their  late 
.descent  upon  the  Isle  ot  Wight,  where  they 
were  repulsed.  To  consider  al^o  the  immi- 
nent danger  that  the  marshes  of  Calais,  Gut- 
enne,  and  other  dominious  heyond  sea,  were 
then  in;  to  remember  the  wars  in  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  and  likewise  to  take  order  touching 
the  late  rebellion  under  Henry  Pcircy,  and 
otliers  his  adherents,  at  the  late  battle  at 
Shrewsbury;  and  then  desired  the  commons 
to  choose,  and  the  next  day  to  present,  their 
Speaker.'' 

Sir  A.  Savage  chofcn  Speaker]  xA^ccordingly 
the  next  day  the  commons  came  before  the 
king,  and  presented  sir  Arpold  Savage  for  their 
Speaker ;  whereupon  the  said  hir  Arnold  made 
the  usual  protestation  for  liimself  and  tltp  com- 
mons, which  was  allowed.  The  first  thing* 
we  find  tliat  the  commons  in  tliis  pari,  vreut 
upon  were  these :  "  they  desired  the  king  to 
have  regard  to  the  charges  for  repressing  tlie 
W^lsh  rebels,  and  safe  keeping  of  the  sea;  to 
consider  the  great  expences  of  his  own  liousc- 
hold ;  and  that  both  the  king  and  prince  might 
give  liveries  according  to  the  statute  made  Ibr 
that  purpose.  That  the  :;ing  wouhl  provide 
for  the  repairs  of  his  castles  and  houses,  and, 
namely,  for  his  cnstlc  at  Windsor,  which  were 
all  greatly  in  decay;  aud  not  grant  away  the- 
profits  of  those  castles  and  houses,  and  stand 
to  the  repairs  of  them  himself;  by  doing  which, 
he  must  be  obliged  to  chai-ge  his  commons 
greatly,  which  might  endanger  the  wholo 
estate." 

The  earl  of  Northumbcrlnnd  pardoned.]  On 
tlie  18th  of  Feb.  the  earl  of  Northumberland 
came  into  pari,  before  the  king  an/l  lords,  and 
there  by  his  Petition  to  the  king^  acknowledged 
to  have  acted  against  liis  iillegiaucc  ;  namely, 
for  gathering  of  forces  aud  giving  liveries,  for 
which  he  craved  pardon;  and  the  rather,  fof 
tiint  oa  the  king's  letters  he  yielded  himself, 
and  came  to  the  king  to  York,  whereas  he 
might  have  kept  himsdl'  away.  The  kiqg  de- 
iisfcred  this  petition  to  the  judges,  to  be  by 
them  considered;  bat  the  lords  made  proten* 
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tarion  against  it,  and  that  the  ordering  thereof 
licrlonged  to  themselves.  Accoidingly  tliey,  as 
neei-s  of  pari,  to  whom  only  such  jud«incnt  he- 
longfcd,  m  considering  ucll  the  statute  of  the 
C5th  of  Edw.  III.  toucliing  treasons,  and  the 
si.'itutc  of  Liveries  made  in  tliis  king's  lime, 
adjudged  the  earl's  crime  to  be  no  treason  nor 
fe  ony,  but  o:;!y  a  trespass  fjneable  to  the  king. 
I'or  which  judgment  i lie  said  earl  gave  great 
thanks  to  the  king  and  lords ;  and  at  his  own 
request  he  was  sworn  to  be  a  true  liegeman  to 
the  king,  to  the  prince,  and  to  the  heirs  of  his 
body  begotten,  and  to  every  of  the  king's  sons, 
and  to  rheir  issue  succeeding  to  the  crown  of 
Liigland,  according  to  law.  That  done,  the 
king  paiduncd  the  .^d  earl  his  fine  and  ran- 
soni. — ^ihe  abp.  of  Canterbury  px^ycd  ihe 
iiin^,  that  fu rasnuicb  as  he  and  the  duke  of 
York,  with  other  bps.  and  lords,  were  suspect- 
ed by  many  to  be  in  the  confederacy  with 
Htnry  l*ercy  son  to  the  earl  of  Northumber- 
hind,  that  the  said  earl  would  speak  the  truth ; 
on  Tniiich  the  earl,  by  the  king's  command,  on 
his  oath,  purged  thenj  all  from  tliat  matter. 
J3tu  the  same  day,  the  levyini?  of  war  by  the 
>:jid  sir  Henry  Percy  was  adjudged  treason,  by 
t^c  king  and  lords,  in  full  paH. 

Si-veral  of  the  Kinfi's  Officers  removed  upon 
Addreu  of  Par f.'^  The  commons  proceeded 
in  their  first  dcMgn  of  regulating  the  king's 
liou.^ehold,  with  whom  the  lords  accorded; 
a»d  they  required  that  4  persons  should  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  king's  house,  viz.  the  abbot 
of  Dorr  *  the  king's  confessor,  with  Durham 
and  Crosbie,  gentlemen  of  his  chamber.  On 
the  ^th  of  Feb.  tlie  confessor,  Durham  and 
Trosbic,  came  into  pari,  before  the  king  and 
lord?',  when  his  maj.  took  occasion  to  cxcnse 
those  othccrs  himself,  saying,  "  That  he  knew 
no  cause  why  they  should  be  removed,  but 
only  "because  they  wctj  hated  by  tJie  people." 
Yef  lie  charged  them  to  depart  from  liis  house 
according  to  the  desire  of  the  commons,  and 
woi'.ld  have  proceeded  in  the  same  manner 
again *t  the  abbot,  had  he  been  present.  The 
coa:mons  prayed,  also,  "  That  such  might  be 
appointed  otHccrs  of  the  king's  household,  as 
were  known  to  be  of  virtuous  life,  and  that  the 
lords  and  thcmsehes  might  be  privy  to  the 
taking  of  thorn." — And  a  war  with  France  being 
.<nddcnly  expected,  the  commons  desired, 
**  That  the  CommisMon  for  arraying  and  mus- 
tering of  men,  and  watching  of  beacons,  might 
be  anicndcil ;  and  that  from  thenceforth  there 
should  hv.  no  other  alteration  in  the  form  of 
it."  To  wliich  tlic  king,  with  the  assent  of  tlie 
lords,  and,  after  consultation  had  with  the 
judges,  consented.  Tliis  Commitsioo  the 
reader  will  find  much  canvassed,  both  by  king 
and  ptu-l.  in  our  later  civil  dissentions. 

Jteg7iui'inn£  in  the  Kiiig*t  Household.}  At 
therequc>t  of  the  oommons,  a  committee  of 
lords  wi-rv  particularly  appointed  to  make 
some  farther  regulations,  wiio  asrecd  on  these 
Hitjclcs: — "1st,  tliat  all  fbreigneir. in tho  inter- 
e  t  of  the  aatt-pope,'  be  not  su6*cred  to  be  i 
jitoat  ih-:  king*.*  pei*»on,  but  be  buDi»hed  ih«  | 


roaim.  And  that  other  strangers  who  were 
Catholics,  and  particularly  those  of  Dutchland, 
be  appointed  to  remain  upon  such  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  kingdom  where  garrisons  are. 
Next,  that  all  French  persons,  Bretons,  Lom- 
bards, Italians,  and  Bavarians  whatsoever,  be 
removed  out  of  the  iiouse  from  the  king  and 
f|ucen;  except  the  queen's  two  daughters, 
Maria  and  St.  Miches;  Alder  and  John  Pu- 
rian,  and  their  wi\es  And  that  no  Welcluuan 
be  about  the  king's  person."  These  aiticlea 
were  i.ead  in  full  pari.  Feb.  the  21st,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  king,  with  the  lords  assent ;  and 
full  charge  was  given  to  the  chief  officers  of 
the  household  tliere  named,  to  put  them  in 
execution. — The  king's  letters  patents  were 
confirmed  by  act  of  pari,  by  which  a  commis- 
sion was  granted,  that  certain  ^c^enues  and 
ciistoms  there  expressed,  and  amounthig  to 
10,0001.  should  be  yeurlv  paid  to  the  treasurer 
of  his  house,  for  the  e>^pences  of  the  family. 
In  which  tirant  it  appears,  that  the  profits  of 
the  hanaper,  in  chiuicery,  was  then  worth  only 
20001.  per  ann. — After  settluig  the  kinii's 
household,  the  commons  went  upon  restoring 
peace  and  unanimity  amongst  the  peers  and 
great  men  of  the  land.  iTiey  returned  his 
maj.  hear^  thanks  for  extending  his  favour  to 
the  earl  of  Xorthumberland ;  and,  at  tluir  re- 
quest, the  king  coHunnnded  the  said  earl  and 
the  carl  of  Westmort  l;uid,  in  token  of  perfect 
amity,  to  kiss  each  other,  in  open  pari,  tlirice, 
and  to  shake  hands  as  often ;  also  to  promise 
that  their  friends  and  tenants  should  do  the 
like.  The  earls  of  Northumberland  and  Dun- 
bar were  likewise  conunanded  to  perform  the 
same  ceremony. — The  same  time,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  commons,  the  king  in  open  pari, 
affirmed,  that  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  the 
duke  of  York,  the  earl  of  Northumberland, 
and  the  other  lords,  who  w  ere  suspect^  to  be 
in  the  confederacy  with  sir  Henry  Percy,  were 
all  his  tnie  liegemen  ;  and  that  neillier  they 
nor  iiny  of  them  should  ever  be  impeached 
thereof  by  the  king,  or  his  heirs,  at  any  time 
hereafter. 

Dutch/  of  Cornwall  re-cnncied  to  the  CronnJl 
The  commons  imported  tliat  Edw.  III.  in  a 
pari,  held  in  the  11th  of  his  reign,  created  Ids 
ehie^t  so;i  duke  of  Cornwall,  and  annexed  the 
>aici  dutdiy  to  the  crown,  with  divers  heredity 
ments,  by  letters  patents;  and  by  authority  of 
the  same  never  to  he  dismembered  or  sold 
away  (see  p.  65).  They  therefore  pray  the 
king  to  rc>ume,  sei^e,  and  unite  again  to  the 
said  dutchy  such  lands  as  were  sold  away  by 
prince  Edw.  king  Rd.  or  by  himself.  Whidi 
Petition  was  answered  in  effect  following : — 
"  It  i-.  nsroed  bv  the  king  and  lords,  that  the 
prince,  hy  the  advice  of  his  counsel,  shall  have 
his  scire  ftH'ias^  or  other  his  best  means  of  re- 
covery ;  wherein  shall  be  allowed  no  protec- 
tion, or  praying  in  aid  of  the  king,  unless  it  bo 
for  sir  John  (^omvvull,  and  Ehz.  ids  wife^  late 
wife,  to  John  Holland,  late  carl  of  Huntington ; 
and  for  .-«ich  persons  to  whom  the  king  is  bound 
by  warninty;  oudia  Qidcr  to  render  the  value, 
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in  such  cases,  the .  priucc  shivU  sue  to  the 
king." 

Sevcrul  Annuities  granted.']  At  the  petition 
of  Joan,  queea  of  England,  the  king  granted 
tliat  che's.iid  quccQ  should  eujoy,  during  Iter 
lite,  ia  lands  and  tenements,  to  the  full  sum  of 
'10,000  murks  by  the  year;  for  and  in  consi- 
. deration  of  her  dov»'er,  according  as  other 
quceus  of  England  had  done. — Upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Edw.  duke  of  York,  touching  lOOOl.  a 
year,  granted  by  lid.  H.  to  him,  and  his  heirs 
male,  tlie  king  granted  to  Edw.  the  ba.d  duke 
4001.  out  of  the  customs  of  Kingiion  upon 
Hull,  and  2U91.  tis.  8d.  out  of  the  customs  of 
London,  as  p:ircel  of  the  said  1000 1.  to  him 
and  his  heirs  lawfully  begotten. — John  eai*l  of 
Somerset,  captain  of  Calais,  and  of  the  ftiarshes 
tlieroof,  declared,  tliat  whereas  by  indenture 
between  the  king  and  hira,  he  stood  bound  to 
keep  the  town  and  castle  aforesaid,  taking 
therefore,  for  liiraself  and  hb  soldiers,  in  time 
of  peace  or  truce,  03011.  lis.  8d.  and  in  time 
of  war  10,509  i.  6s.  8d.  whcreuf  he  was  unpaid 
12,4^31.  12s.  4d.  he  therefore  for  want  of  this 
is  much  streij:htcued,  and  prayeth  due  pay- 
ment for  the  future.  By  this  tlie  reader  may 
see  how  much  money  it  cost  the  govt,  in  those 
days,  to  keep  that  important  forti*ess  in  pos- 
session.— Oil  the  petition  of  Joan,  late  wife  to 
Tiios.  earl  of  Kent,  to  have  1000 1.  a  yciu-  dur- 
ing her  iii'e,  out  of  the  hereditaments  of  tlic 
said  Thos.  the  king,  by  the  consent  of  Edm. 
earl  of  Kent,  brother  to  the  said  Thos.  granted 
to  the  said  Joan,  during  life,  certain  manors 
add  hereditaments,  there  named,  to  the  value 
of  300  marks  over  and  above  her  jointure,  for 
the  wh.ch  the  said  Joan  released  to  the  said 
Edm.  ail  her  dower. 

Sheriff  fined  for  a  false  Return,]  The  shrriflf 
of  Rutlatid  having  returned  one  Wm.  Ondeby, 
for  knight  of  ttie  same  shire,  and  ntjt  Thomas 
de  Thorpe,  who  was  chosen,  he  was  cohi- 
manded  to  amend  the  same  return,  by  return- 
ing Thos,  Thorpe ;  and  farther  was  committed 
to  the  fleet,  and  to  tine  and  ransom  at  the 
king's  pleasure. 

Vriotlege  of  Parliament.]  In  this  pari,  the 
ConuDons  pi-escnted  the  following  Petition 
to  the  king  relative  to  their  privilei;cs. — See 
Hot.  Pari.  Vol.  HL  p,  541. — *  Item  priont 
les  communes,  q  come  "  solone  la  custume 
de  Itoialme,'^  seigneurs,  chivalers,  citczeins 
&  burgeises,  a  \oi  parlamentz  de  vrc  com- 
inandenieut  **  vcnanrz,'  illeoques  demurrantz, 
&  a  lour  propres  retournantz,"  &  *'  lour 
homines  &  servantz  ove  eux  en  Ic  dit  parle- 
meut"  desontz  vre  cspecmle  protection  &  de- 
fense, nc  devoient  pur  ascun  dette,  accompt, 
trespas,  ou  autre  contract  qconque,  cstre  ares- 
tuz,  ou  en  ftscun  manere  emprkionez  ^n  le 
mesne  temps ;  &  ja  soit  ensy  q  sovcnt  foitz 
plusours  de  autieU  hommcs  Tena»tz  a  voz  par- 
lementz.  &  autrcs  lour  liommes  &  servantz 
durant  le  dit  parkmcnt,  ont  este  nrestuz  par 
ceiix  q^  ont  eu  plein  conisanoc  q  ceux  ensy 
orebtuz  furent  de  partement,  ou  des  hommes  & 
.servaDtz  d'iceta  de parieme^jt^  com^  est  dit ; 


en  contempt  de  vous,  grandc  diunage  de  partie, 
"  &  retHrdacion  des  besoignes  de  vOs  uarle- 
mentz :"  Pleise  estabher,  que  si  ascun  desoro 
en  avaunt  face  hrestcr  ascuU  tiel  honmic  v  eiiant 
al  parlement,  come  est  dit,  ou  asciia  dc  lour 
bouimes  6c  scr\'ant2  en  le  dit  parlement,  uve 
eu.\  demurantz  durant  le  dit  pajiement,  ou 
ascun  chose  attcmpte  eucoliterla  custume,  fucc 
fyn  et  ranceou  a  vous,  6c  rende  al  partie  i^ivve 
ses  damages  a  treble.  Hesponsio.  Y  ad  suf- 
ficient remede  en  le  cas.' — In  tliis  pari,  aa  act 
was  passed  for  laying  a  peoalty  on  any  who 
makes  an  assault  on  any  servant  Wongi"?  to 
a  knight  of  a  shire  attending  the  parliajucnt. 

The  Record  of  a  Subsidi/ burnt  by  order  of 
Pari]  It  is  ohscnable  that  not  one  tax  or 
subsidy  appears  on.  tlie  Record  to  have  been 
either  asked  or  granted  by  tlic*king  or  pari,  at 
this  session.  But  Walsingham  has  assigned  a 
reason  for  this  omission,  by  telling  us,  that  the 
record  of  tlie  subsidy,  which  he  says  was  new 
and  very  pernicious  to  the  country,  wiis  or- 
dered to  be  burned  by  those  that  grant c-d  it. 
This  tax  is  said,  by  some,  to  be  20s.  of  every 
knight's  foe,  a^d  20d.  of  every  one  ilmt 
had  20  pounds  lands  a  year,  and  Is.  ia  the 
pound  for  money  or  goods,  and  so  upwards  ac- 
cording to  tliAt  rate. 

A  Parliament  culled,]  In  the  same  year, 
new  writs  were  issued  out,  (liroctod  as  u.sual 
for  a^arl.  to  meet  at  Coventry,  ou  the  .'Jrd  of 
Dec.  thoiish  there  is  no  account  of  any  pro- 
ceedings at  it  on  record.  But  in  the  next  year 
writs  were  issued  for  summoning  aTiuthcr  pari, 
to  meet  at  tho  same  phu:c,  dated  at  Litchticld, 
Aug.  95,  and  returnable  the  6th  of  Oct.  1105. 
Being  all  mot  in  the  Great  Chamber  wiihin 
the  priory  of  Cov*entry,  Hy.  Bcautiwt,  thcji  bp. 
of  lincoln,  and  lord  chanc.  the  kingV  br.>thcr, 
in  the  presence  of  the  tlirec  estates  oJ'iIju  nahii,  . 
declared  the  cause  of  the  summons,  in  the  usual 
preamble;  for  holy  church,  corporations,  and 
persons  enjoying  then-  hberties;  and  then  gave 
out  this  text.  Rex  vocavit  scniw  fn  tcrro',  on 
which  he  levuedly  argued.  "  That  tl»r  the 
safety  of  the  reahn,  both  witl\in  and  \\ithoiit, 
and  particularly  for  repressing  the  Wclcli  rc-< 
bels ;  for  resisting  their  enemies  in  Fnuico  and 
Britainy,  who  were  daily  getting  reintbrce- 
ments,  in  order  to  invade  the  nation,,  and  (« 
subvert  the  state ;  for  die  due  observai  ion  of 
the  peace  and  administration  of  ju.^ticc,  tlm 
king  had  called  the  wise  men  of  the  realm  to 
be  by  them  advised  for  the  best.  That  the  last 
pari,  had  not  provided  a  sulhcient  force  for 
subduing  the  Welch,  neither  was  there  a  com-» 
petency  granted  for  the  performance  of  such 
great  exploits ;  and  because  the  French  had  . 
determined  to  make  war  upon  England,  and  - 
had  then  actually  iavaded  Guiienne,  they  could 
not  wonder  at  the  sudcfceii  calling  of  thi3  pari., 
since  they  ought  speedily  to  detennine  for  the 
avoiding  of  these  so  great  mischiels  and  immi- 
nent dangers.'*  He  then  urged  the  Commons 
to  chuse  a  Speaker,  and  preset^  him  the  next 
day  to  the  king. 

Sir  Wnr,  Sturmey  cltosen  S^^kcr^  and  a  Sktb-^ 
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tidy  granted.']  This  -^rccnt  demand  was  as 
■  speedily  complied  with  by  the  commons;  for 
the  next  day  having  presented  sir  Wm.  Stiir* 
mey  tor  th^ir  Speaker,  the  very  day  after,  Oct. 
8,  they,  with  tne  assent  of  the  lords,  granted 
the  king  two  lOchs  and  two  15ths,  abo  the 
subsidy  on  wools,  wool-fells,  and  skins ;  that  is, 
of  every  denisen,  ibr  each  sack  of  wool  43s.  4d. 
for  every  240  wool-fcUs  the  like  sum,  and  for 
every  last  of  skins  5l. :  of  aliens  10s.  more^  to 
subsist  for  2  years;  Ss.  on  every  tunofwme, 
impprted  or  exported,  and  l^d.  in  the  pound 
on  merchandize.  On  condition  that  tlie  same 
libould  be  employed  only  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  wars,  and  defence  of  the  realm ; 
and  the  lord  Fumival,  and  sir  John  Pclhara, 
knights,  were  appointed  treasurers  of  war,  who 
vrere  then  sworn  to  execute  their  otlices  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  of  the  grant. — Several 
bps.  and  lords  oHered  to  lend  certain  sums  of 
money,  in  order  to  raise  forces  for  rescuing  the 
lord  of  Coytiif,  who  was  then  besieged  in  his 
castle  by  the  Welch  rebels ;  the  king  appoint- 
ed, by  consent  of  pari,  that  such  loans  should 
be  repaid  out  of  the  Urst  payments  of  the  sub- 
sidy tncn  granted. 

Severai  Oruntt.]  On  the  26th  of  Oct.  the 
commons  came  before  the  king  and  lords,  in 
full  pari,  and  begged  leave  to  recommend  the 
young  lords  John  and  Humphry,  two  of  the 
king's  sons,  ibr  his  advancement  of  them  to 
honourable  estates  and  livings.      They  also 

? rayed  the  king  to  remember  the  duke  of 
ork's  late  service  in  Guieune  and  elsewhere, 
so  as  he  might  be  paid  the  arrears  due  to  him. 
The  like  request  they  made  for  ,thc  earl  of 
Somerset,  and  sir  Tho.  Beaufort  his  brother. 
Lastly,  they  beseeched  the  kiil^  to  restore  to 
Ridjard,  brother  to  the  duke  of  York,  certain . 
jewels,  to  the  value  of  4000L  which  were  in 
the  hands  of  king  Rd.  II.  They  likewise  con- 
curred ill  the  request  above,  for  the  rescue  of 
the  lord  of  CoyulF. 

Motion  for  applying  the  Revenues  of  the 
Church  to  the  Service  of  the  State.]  When  the 
king  first  rcprcsiented'  to  this  pari,  his  great 
w  aut  of  an  extraordinary  aid,  the  Commons 
went  in  a  body,  and,  by  their  i^aker,  ad- 
dressed him,  remonstrating,  "  That  without 
burthci»ing  his  people,  he  might  supply  his 
occasions  by  serzing  on  the  re\'cnues  of  the 
clerg}'/'  They  set  forth,  «  That  the  clergy 
possessed  a  3rd  part  of  the  riches  of  the  realm, 
and  not  doing  the  king  any  personal  service,  it 
was  but  just  they  should  contribute  out  of 
their  revenues,  towards  the  pressing  necessities 
of  the  s'^ate :  that  it  ivas  evident  the  riches  of 
tlie  ecclesiastics  made  them  negligent  in  their 
duty,  and  the  lessening  of  their  excessive  in- 
comes would  be  a  double  advAntnge  both  to 
the  church  and  state."  /Ihc  abp.  of  Canter- 
bury being  present,  thought  it  liis  duty  to  speak 
on  an  occasion  where  his  own  and  the  interest 
of  the  whole  clergy  was  concerned.  He  repre- 
sented to  the  kin^  *<  That  though  the  eccle- 
siastics served  him  not  in  person,  it  could  not 
be  infencd  that  they  were  unserviceable,  since 


they  sent  into  the  field  their  vassab  and  te- 
nants whenever  there  was  occasion.  That  tli« 
stripping  the  clei^y  of  their  estates,  would  put 
n  stop  to  their  prayers,  nicht  and  day,  for  the 
welfare  of  the  state;  and  there  was  no  expect- 
ing God's  protection  of  the  kingflom,  if  the 
prayers  of  the  church  were  so  little  valued." 
Upon  this,  the  Speaker  of  the  Commons  seem- 
ed to  smile,  and  said  openly,  **  That  he 
thought  the  prayer^  of  the  church  a  very  len- 
der supply."  To  which  tlio  abp.  anawered, 
with  some  emotion,  "  That  if  the  prayers  of 
the  church  wer^  so  slighted,  and  that  other 
considerations  were  not  capable  of  suppressing 
the  plots  against  the  clergy,  it  would  be  found 
diftcult  to  deprive  them  of  their  estates  with- 
out exposing  the  kingdom  to  great  danger; 
and,  so  long  as  he  vas  abp.  of  Canterbury,  be 
would  oppose  this  fujuttice  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power."  Then,  sud.lenly  felling  on  his 
knees  before  the  king,  "  he  strongly  pressed 
him  in  point  of  conscience,  and  endeavoured 
to  make  hiin  sensible  that,  of  all  the  crimes  a 
prince  could  commit,  none  was  so  heinous  as 
an  invasion  of  the  church's  patrimony."  Whe- 
ther Henry  was  moved  with  the  archbishop's 
speech,  or  that  he  foresaw  the  strong  oppo- 
sition the  clergy  wwuld  make,  he  suddenly 
changed  his  purpose,  and  told  the  abp.  "  That, 
tiiough  he  blamed  not  his  zeal,  he  could  not 
help  saying,  that  liis  fears  were  groundless; 
for  when  he  mounted  the  tliroijo,  he  made  a 
firm  resolution  to  support  the  churdi  with  all 
his  power,  and  hoped  by  God's  assistance  to 
leave  her  in  a  better  state  than  he  found  her." 
The  abp.  encouraged  by  this  answer,  turned  to 
the  Commons,  and  spoke  to  them  in  a  manjaer 
not  very  proper  to  gain  their  goodwill,  telling 
them  tlienr  demand  was  built  wholly  on  irreli- 
gion  and  avarice.  "  You,",  said  he,  ^  "  and 
such  like  as  you,  have  advised  both  our  lord 
the  king  and  his  predecessors,  to  c<>ufibcate  the 
goods  and  lands  of  the  alien  priories  aild  reli- 
gious houses,  on  pretence  he  .should  gain  great 
riches  by  it,  as,  indeed,  they  were  worth  many 
thousands.  Notwiihstanduig,  it  is  most  truq^ 
that  the  king  is  not  half  a  mark  the  richer  for 
them  all ;  for  you  have  extorted,  or,  at  least 
he<:ged  them  out  of  his  bunds,  and  have  appro- 
priated the  said  poods  to  your  own  Uses.  So 
It  may  well  be  conjectured  that  your  request 
to  have  our  temporalities,  proceeds  not  so 
much  for  the  king's  profit,  as  tor  your  own  co- 
vetousness.  For,  witbowt  doubt,  if  the  king, 
as  God  forbid,  should  ftilfil  your  wicked  pur- 
pose, he  would  not  be  one  ferthing  the  richer 
for  it  at  the  year's  end.  '*  And,  verily,"  added 
he,  "  I  will  sooner  have  my  head  cut  off,  thau 
that  the  church  should  be  deprived  of  the  least 
right  pertaining  to  it."  The  Commons  made 
no  reply  to  this  severe  reprimand,  but  when 
they  Came  back  to  their  hpuse,  they  resolved  to 
persist  in  their  petition,  and  brought  ia  u  bill 
to  seize  the  clergy's  revenues.  But  there  was 
no  probability  of  succeeding  in  their  project ; 
tlie  soUcitattons  of  the  abp.  and  tlio  rest  of  tho 
prelatcsj  were  90  prevalent  with  the  lords,  that 
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tbejT  threw  out  the  biU ;  mnd  so  the  commons 
were  forced  to  find  other  means  to  supply  the 
kiiig's  occasions.  Wak»ingliam  says,  tliat  the 
IcBights  and  burgesses  were  so  ashamed  of 
themselves,  that  thc^  confessed  their  fault  to 
the  ftbp.  and  asked  ms  pardon.  And  that  the 
clergy  granted  the  kiojg  at  thb  time  a  10th  and 
an  Imlf,  notwithstanding  that  the  half  of  the 
last  grafted  10th  was  yet  unpaid. 

Fetitions  of  the  Comwa/if.]  In  this  pari,  the 
CkHnmonfi  petitioned,  that  all  hereditaments, 
Jibertiesy  and  customs  as  pertained  to  the 
crown  in  the  40th  of  king  £aw.  III.  and  have 
^een  since  by  any  mca]is  granted,  be  resumed 
into  the  king's  hands  for  ever ;  provided  that 
aU  towns  sh^U  enjoy  their  liberties,  except  also 
^)e  lands  of  such  as  were  forejudged  in  the  11th 
of  Richard  11.  and  sold  away.— P.  Tliat  all 
tuns  and  pipes  of  wines  panted  to  any  person 
bj  the  king,  or  any  of  his  progenitors,  be  also 
resmned.— P.  That  the  queen  may  be  endou- 
«d  of  all  such  hereditaments  as  Anne  the  late 
queen  was,  in  whose  hands  soever  the  same  he, 
and  by  what  grant  soever. — P.  That  all  grants 
of  £dw.  III.  or  any  of  his  proeenitors,  and  be- 
fore the  said  40th  year,  may  be  con^rmcd  by 
parL--P.  That  no  man  be  restrained  of  any 
%varranc  granted  to  biiik^any  castle,  or  caflct, 
or  to  incK>se  any  park.  Answer.  The  king  will 
execute  their^  requests,  as  far  forth,  as  by  the 
law,  and  hb  prerogative  he  may  do,  and  for 
that  the  lands  of  the  crown  in  the  40th  of  Edw. 
HI.  were  not  certainljr  known :  he  would  ap- 
point certain  commissioners  to  enquire,  and 
execute  the  same.— Tis  enacted,  that  procla* 
matiou  be  made,  that  all  such  as  have  anv  pa- 
teats  granted  since  the  40ch  of  Kdw.  III.  of 
any  annual  value  for  life,  or  years,  do,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  the  some,  bring  them  in  by  a  day 
there  prescribed,  to  tlie  end  that  such  as  de- 
sen-c  the  bame,  may  have  continuance,  tmd 
the  rest  revoked. — ^Upon  the  petition  of  Henry 
prince  of  Wales  it  wjis  enacted  by  the  lords, 
that  the  said  prince  should  l^ave  due  payment 
made  of  1000  marks  granted  to  him  for  the 
keeping  of  certain  nleu  at  arms  for  the  defence 
of  \Vales. — On  the  last  day  of  this  pari,  the 
Commons  prayed,  "  That  the  money  borrowed 
§OT  saving  of  the  honour  of  the  ioi-d  John,  the 
king^s  son,  and  the  estate  of  the  realm,  may  be 
answered:  That  the  king  would  consider  the 
painfid  service  of  thQ  duke  of  York,  whilst  he 
was  the  king's  Ueut.  of  Guienne,  and  that  he 
9iay  be  paid  what  to  him  is  due  ;  and  also  to 
remember  wr  Tho.  Erpingham,  sirTho.  Bemp- 
9on,  John  Northbury,  and  other  valiant  knights 
and  esquires,  who  aidventured  themselves  with 
the  king  at  his  coming  in^o  the  kingdom, 
likewise.  That  no  stranger  born  be  a  customer, 
CH*  the  like  cfificer,  neither  enjoy  any  bene6ce 
within  thd  r^ro.  And,  that  no  members  of 
the  comoions  house  be  collectors  of  subsidies.'' 
The  king's  answer  to  the  4  first  was,  "  The 
kinc  will  be  advised :"  and  to  the  last,  ^  It 
tkaH  be  as  in  the  reign  of  £dw.  lU."  Lastly, 
at  the  request  of  the  commons,  the  king  remit- 
f«d  6s.  A.  of  every  s^ckof  ^vool,  and  the  like 


of  other  staple  commodities  of  tlie  grant  made 
ui  tlie  4th  of  Henry  IV.  by  reason  that  so 
much  was  mis-entered  in  the  roll. 

A  Parliament  calied.]  On  the  2ist  Dec. 
writs  w6re  issued  for  a  purl,  to  meet  at  Co%-en- 
tryon  the  15th  of  Feb.  1406,  but  on  the  1st  of 
Jan.  writs  were  issued  for  tlieir  meeting  at 
Gloucester  on  the  day  fin>t  appointed :  and  ou 
the  9th  of  Feb.  writs  were  a  third  time  issued 
for  their  assembling  at  Westminster  on  Mon- 
day the  1st  of  Mait;h.  Being  met  at  Westmia- 
ster,  Bccordiug  to  the  last  prorogation,  in  tho 
Painted  Chamber  of  the  king's  palace  there, 
Tho.  dc  Langiey,  clerk,  then  lord  chanc.  open- 
ed the  cause  ot  the  summons,  and  after  mak^ 
ing  the  usual  declaration  about  the  liberties  of 
holy  church,  &c.  he  took  for  his  subject  tliese 
words,  muUorum  consilia  rcquintntur  in  mag" 
mis;  and  said,  "  Tiiat  in  the^ weighty  affaiw 
relative  to  the  good  govt,  of  the  reaun,  and 
safety  of  the  subjects,  which  were  annoyed  bj 
the  rebellion  of  the  Welch,  and  hkely  to  be  in- 
vaded bv  the  French  and  Scots,  who  ceased 
not  to  infest  Guienne  and  the  marshes  of 
Calais ;  besides  the  troubles  raised  by  the  Irish, 
he  had  called  the  same  pari,  as  meaning  to 
follow  the  comisel  of  liie  wise,  spying,  fiU  nil 
tine  consilio  facitiSy  et  tunc  po9t  factum  non 
jutnitebit ;  wherein  he  purposed  to  begin  also, 
with  the  example  of  Aha^huerus,  ,(2i*i  iw/cr- 
rogavit  sapicnteSy  et  iliorm  cauta  faciehat 
consiiiJ,  In  which  consultatipn,  he  declared 
to  tlic  king,  lords  and  comnajns,  that  il*  they 
would  olttserve  the  laws  of  God,  they  migM 
then  assure  themselves  to  fUid  peace  at  home, 
and  victory  abroad." 

Sir  J.  Tihetot  choten  Speaker.]  The  TOcciV- 
ers  of  petitions  being  appointed,  the  next  day 
the  Commons  came  before  the  king  and  iord^ 
and  presented  sir  JohnTibetot  for  tJicir  Speak- 
er, who  excused  himself  on  account  of  his 
youth,  juid  other  causes;  but  the  king  con- 
firmed the  election.  The  very  same  day  the 
commons,  with  the  assent  ol  the  bps.  and 
lonJs,  Rnmted  a  subsidy  of  one  10th  and  one 
loth,  to  be  levied  ou  the  laity  tor  one  year; 
and,  besides,  they  gave  to  the  kin^  in  other 
matters,  the  same  that  wai,  grunted  in  the  last 

pari.  I  ,  «       ,    .        . 

The  Speaker  propotcs  several  Rrgulatians  tn 
the  Govt,]  On  the  23rd  of  March,  the  Com- 
mons came  before  the  king  again,  when  sic 
John  Tibetot,  their  Speaker,  made  the  com- 
mon protestation,  and  required  a  confirmation 
of  all  their  liberties  and  privil^es,  and  that 
they  might  at  any  time  send  for  any  of  the^ 
bills  ^m  the  loi'da,  for  amendment  of  the 
same ;  which  ww  granted.  The  same  day  the 
said  Spwker,  befor«i  the  king,  mode  several 
Memorandums  for  good  government,  namely, 
for  confirming  all  th^ir  liberties,  tor  safe  kecp< 
iog  of  the  aca,  and  for  provuiing  for  the  de- 
fence of  Guienne,  which  was  in  danger  to  be 
lost.  On  the  Srd  of  April,  the  Speaker  ri>. 
ouired  of  t\m  king,  that  the  following  ilcgula- 
tiOns  misfat  be  entered  on  record,  viz, 

"  Ttu^  for  the  better  resisting  o;  the  Wddi 
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rebels,  the  prinre  might  reside  in  Wales,  and 
^have  sutbciciit  power  given  him,  by  .commis- 
sion, for  that  purpose." — "  1  hat  no  heritages, 
coiM^uered  from  the  Welch,  he  given  away  till 
one  qitarter  of  a  year  after/'  The  kins;  an- 
sweredy  **  that  lie  woul^  not  grant  any  with- 
out advice." — **  That  the  time  for  bnnibhing 
all  Frenchmen  and  Bretons  oat  of  the  realm 
be  appointed."  it  was  an-.\\crcd,  "  it  shall 
with  ail  convenient  speed." — "  Tliat  it  would 
plea:ie  the  kiag  to  excuse  the  commons,  in 
that  it  irnd  been  reporied,  they  had  talked  of 


captains  beyond  the  sea*  be  commanded  to 
repair  spectlily  to  their  forta  and  ports,  as  the 
earl  of  .Somerset  was  alwut  to  go  to  Calais;  and 
that  Hd.  Childcro,  one  of  tlie  iidmirals  for  the 
wa,  might  be  ordered  to  go  tliitbcr;  all  which 
the  king  granted. 

The  Cnuvn  fntailed  hi/  Act  of  Parliament  .'\ 
This  pari,  continued  sitting  till  the  7th  of  June, 
when  the  famous  act  was  passed  for  entailing 
the  crown  of  Eiij^land,  with  all  the  heredita- 
ments and  rights  what.-,oever,  on  tlie  present 
kinLS  Jw»d  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  lawliilly 


the  king's   person   otherwise   than  beseemed  j  begotten.     In  like  manner,  it  wasi  entailed  on 
them,  whidi  was  nntrue."     The  kini;  answer-  j  the  prince  of  Wales,  and,  tor  default  of  his  i«- 


■ed,  **  he  belies  ed  the  s.mic."     Then  a  com- 
mittee of  both  houses  was  appointed,  to  treat 


I  sue,  on  the  lords  1  homas,  John,  and  Hwn- 
phrey  successively.     Cotton  remarks,  Uiat  the 


about  the  safeguard  of  ihe  sea,  who  agreed  ,  Conveyance  is  crossed  in  tl»e  Record;  and  on 
ii:  I  tlie  margin  of  it  is  wrote  Vacat;  yet  this  Con- 


upon  the  Articles  nJlo -ing 

**,  I.  That  the  merchants,  marinera,  and 
owners  of  Kngli>h  ships,  shall  tind  and  provide 
sufiicient  and  able  ships  for  2000  Hghting  men, 
and  1000  seamen,  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
To  answer  which  cxpence,-  they  shall  have  al- 
lowed, upon  account,  lad.  in  the  pound  on 
merchandiye,  and  3s.  5d.  upon  every  tun  of 
wine ;  with  the  fourth  of  the  subsidy  on  wools, 
wool-fells,  and  skins,  granted  in  the  last  pari. ; 


veyance,  he  adds,  was  exemplified  under  the 
great  seal  at  that  lime. 

rar/,  adjourned.]  On  the  19th  of  June  the- 
king;  a^r^in  adjourned  this  pari,  to  the  15th  of 
Oct.  tollowing.  On  which  day  the  pari.  bein<; 
ivinin  assembled,  was  fiirrher"  adjourned  for 
four  dnp  more,  to  give  time  for  some  lords 
and  commons  vet  to  conic  up.  And  it  was 
not  tiQ  Nov.'irth,   that    sir  John  Tibetot, 


and  that  the  merchants,  '\n  levying  the  said  \  Speaker  of  the  CcMimons,  came  before  the 
sums,  should  have  warrants  under  the  privy  |  kmir,  and  required  a  confirmation  ot  his  fii-»t 
seal  a^  oft  as  there  was  occasion. — If.  That  ,  protest,  which  was  granted.  And,  upon  h 
the  merchants  shall  enjoy  all  such  prizes  as    motion  of  the  said  Speaker,  the  king  charged 


they  shall  take,  having  due  consideration  for 
.  the  king's  captains  when  he  shall  appoint  any. 
— III.  J  hat  if  the  royal  navy  of  tlie  enemy 
shall  happen  to  be  at  sea,  and  the  king  make 
out  aga;iHt  tliem,  then  the  merchants  afore- 
said slrall  have  one  month's  notice  to  provide. 
—IV.  The  merchants  aforesaid  .^hall  hiive  rea- 
sonable warning  of  any  peace  or  truce  to  be 
made ;  after  w  hich,  they  shall  have  due  consi- 
deration for  all  their  charges. — V,  That  the 
merchants  name  two  persons,  one  for  the 
south  and  the  other  for  the  north,  who,  by 
commission,  shall  have  the  same  power  as 
other  admirab  have  had  on  the  like  occasion. 
— ^VI.  The  merchants  demanded  4000/.  foi* 
the  present;  but  the  answer  was,  the  king 
bad  itj[iot." 

The  same  day  the  king,  for  certain  weighty 
reasons,  as  the  record  expresscth  it,  adjourned 
the  said  pari,  from  that  aay,  unto  the  quindene 
s  of  Easrer,  next  ensuing,  to  be  holdcn  at  the 
said  place  at  Westminster;  and  licenced  the 
lords  and  commons  to  depart  for  that  time. 
The  <lay  appointed  wds  the  «5th  of  April,  that 
year;  vrhen,  because  the  abp.  of  Canterbury, 
with  several  other  bps.  and  lords^  were  not 
yd  come,  the  pari,  was  again  adjourned  for 
four  days  more.  At  the  meeting,  the  Speaker 
of  the  Commons  prayed  the  king,  that  under 
his  protection  he  might  be  allowed  as  great  a  li- 
berty of  speech  as  any  of  his  predecessprs  ever 
had,  which  was  granted.  They  then  requested 
the  kins;  to  appoint  certain  persons  by  mune, 
to  be  of  iiis  council ;  and  that  by  authority  of 
pari.  They  required,  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  great  dearth  ait  Caku»;  that  all 


both  lords  and  (commons,  on  their  allegiance, 
that  they  should  particularly  enquire  concern- 
ing any  c\il  g#)veniment,  and  prevent  it  tor  the 
future.  The  same  da.;f  the  Speaker  requiroH 
that  the  castle  of  Maulion,  which  was  the  key 
of  the  three  kingdoms,  and  whicli  was  kept  by 
sirCh.  de  Navarre,  a  foreigner,  might  he  kept 
by  Englishmen  only.  "  That  all  fides  and 
ransoms  of  the  Welchmen  may  be  employed 
in  those  wars.  That  the  prince  may  be  sent 
into  Wales  with  all  sjiced,  considering  the  re- 
bcUion  of  the  earl  of  Northumberlatid  and 
others,  'lliat  certain  castles  might  be  kept  as 
hostages  for  the  carl  of  Douglass ;  ar.i  that 
the  other 'Scotch  prisoners  should  not  be  slight- 
ly given  up,  considering,  as  they  said,  that 
they  were  the  flower  of  all  Scotland.'* 

Act  of  Settlement  repealed.]  In  this  scssioa 
of  the  same  pari,  the  Conveyance  or  Act  of 
Settlement,  mentioned  before,  was  repealed; 
and  ianother  act  was  made  upon  it,  whereby 
the  crown  is  entailed  upon  the  king  and  his 
sons,  in  general  l«il,  &c.  As  a  matter  of  such 
great  moment  as  the  Succession  to  the  Crown 
of  England,  settled  by  act  6f  pari,  ought  not  to 
be  slightly  passed  over  in  these  enquiries,  we 
shall  present  the  reader  with  an  Abstract  of 
the  Statute  its<.'lf,  as  it  b  published  in  the 'Col- 
lection of  public  acts,  translated  from  the  La- 
tin; together  with  the  Names  of  the  Bishops, 
Abbots,  and  Lords,  &c.  who  signed  the  said 
act. 

"  Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  ficc."  It  be- 
gins w  it3i  a  rccitid  of  the  act  made  last  session 
of  pari,  tor  settling  the  succession  on  the  male 
Une  ouiy  a^  albrcjaid.    Then  adoby  **  ncvcc* 
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thele«5,  because  the  prelates,  lord.H,  dergjr, 
and  the  whole  community  of  hluglaud,  coiisi- 
dering  that  the  buid  statute,  by  excluding  tlie 
female  Uiic,  too  mucli  coiuructe<l  tlic  riglit  of 
succession,  which  they  luther  sought  to  en- 
large; they  unanimously  peliiioned  us,  with 
more  than  ordinary  zeal,  to  aiuiul  and  make 
void  the  said  statute,  and  to  pass  an  act  tor 
settling  the  right  of  succession  iu  Henry,  my 
son  aud  lieir,  ar.d  the  rcht  of  my  soob,  and 
their  children,  lawfully  begotten,  successive- 
ly. We,  therefore,  judging  the  said  request 
to  be  consonant  to  our  liuht,  do  annul 
and  make  void  the  said  fonncr  statute ;  auil 
with  the  consent,  and  by  tlie  autl>ority  ^H 
die  said  prelates,  lords,  ^c.  in  parliament 
assembled,  do  ordain,  establi>!i,  &:c.  the  said 
Henry,  our  first-boru  son,  our  true,  lawful,  and 
undout5ted  heir,  and  univei-sul  successsor,  to 
our  cro\\us  and  kingdoms  of  England  aud 
France,  and  to  all  our  dominions  beyond  the 
sea  whaiiJoe\er;  with  all  their  rights,  appurte- 
Djmccs,  privileges,  ^c.  belonging  thereto ;  nad 
Jitter  hiin  successively,  to  the  lieirs  of  lus  body, 
lawfully  begptten^  for  ever."  For  failure  of 
ciiis,  in  Uke  manner,  the  bettlemcut  estabiibhes 
it  on  Thomas,  the  king*s  second  son,  and  his 
hein,  &c.  then  to  Joim  and  Humplarey,  his 
3rd  and  4lh  succeeding/'  Provided,  that  by 
diis  statute  or  ordinance,  we  intend  not  to 
change  or  alter  tlie  sacces!»ion  to  the  rights, 
possesions,  honours,  aud  customs,  with  ail 
other  appurtenances,  belonging  to  the  dutchy 
orLancastrr;  but -that  tlie  said  rights,  &c.  may 
icm^uu  iis  tiiey.  have  been  accustouied,  tliis  or 
any  other  statute  made  in  tlus  pnrL  not\\ith- 
«tuuiin^.  In  testimony  of  which,  not  only 
our  seal^  but  the  seals  of  all  the  loi'ds  spiritual 
sLiiA  temporal  afurecaid,  for  Uiemselves,  the 
dei^,  and  community  aforesaid,  arc  put  to 
'  these  presents : 


Bishops, 
Thomas,     archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  pn- 
mate  of  England 
-  NichoL  bp.  of  London 
Henry,  ot  Wmchcstcr 
John,  of  Ely 
llionas,  of  Durham 
Hobert,  of  Chichedier 
FGclmrd,  of  "Salisbury 
Guy,  of  St.  David*s 
John,  of  Coventry  aud 

Litchfield 
Richard,  of  Worcester 
ltd.  of  Bath  and  WeUs 
Robert,  of  Hereford 
Pliilip,  of  Lincohi 
Thc^as,  of  IJandaff; 
and  Wm.  of  Carlisle 
The  Guardians  of  the 
Spiritualities      be* 
•  longing  to  the  arch* 
bis£opric  of  York, 
sind  to  the  bishop- 
rics of  Norwich  aud 
J&ophester« 


The  Abbott  of 
Westminster 
Sr.  Alban's 
Waldumi 
Peterborough 
St.  John,  in  Colchester 
St,  Edmund's  Bury 
Abvndon 
St.  Mary's,  York 
Croyland 
Bardoney 

St.  Benuet,  of  Uulm 
Glastcnbury 
Klalmcsbury 
Redyiig 
Tliorney 
Selbv 
Battel 
Cirencester 
St.  Poter*s,  Gloucester 
Evesham 
Rjiraesey 

Hyde,ncar  Winchester 
Wiuchecumbe 
The  prior  of  Coventor; 
aad  Waller,  prit^r  of 


the  hospital  of  St.     Thomas,  lord  Morley 

John  of  JerusalcUi,     John,  loiti  Darcey 

in  England.  Johu,  lord  Level 

Duktis,  Barth.  1.  Bourghcliier 

Edmund,  d.  of  York       Gilbert,  lord  'J'all>ot 
John,  of  Somerset  ^ViUiam,  lord  Zouch 

Edmund,  of  Keut.  Thomas,  lordCamois 

IlurU,  Richard,  Id.  Seymo^rt 

Thomas,  e.  of  Arundel     Henry,  Id.  Fitz-Hui»h 
Richard,  of  Warwick      Hcnr\',    lord   Scroop, 
EdwardyOf  D^vonslure        of  Masham 
Michael,  of  Suriblk         John,  lord  Welles 
Rich,  of  Oxford ;  and    Johu,  lord  C'obham 
Ralph,  of  Westmorel,     Peter,  lord  Mauley 

Buronst.    ■  ^  John,  lord  Latyniei-e 

WiUiam,  lord  Roos  Edward,  lord  Cliarl- 
Richard,  lord  Grey  bF        ton,  of  Pouys 

Codenorc.  Thomas,  Id.  Dc  la  War, 

Henry,  Id.  Bt^aumont  Thomas,  Id.  Berkeley 
Reginald,   lord  Grey,     Ralph,  lord  Cromwell 

ofRuthyn  Ralph,  lord  Greystock 

William,  lord  Ferrers      Wm.  lord  Beroavenny 
Thomos,  lord  Furnivar    John,  lord,  Touchett 
Wm.  lord  Willoughby     ltobert,lordPonyn;es 
Hiigh,  lortl  Bumel  Jn.  I.  Harrington;  and 

Willitun,  lord  Clvnton  Richard,  lord  Strange, 
Also  sir  John  Tibetot,  knijjht.  Speaker  of  the 
house  of  Commons,  in  this  pari,  in  his  own 
and  in  the  name  of  the  whole  body,  gave  his 
assent  to  all  tl»e  aforesaid  articles.  Lastly,  the 
king,  with  all  the  rirst,  swore  to  keep  all  the 
said  premisses  inviolably.  Dated  in  this  pre- 
sent parL  within  our  ptdare  at  Westminster* 
Dec.  2,  A.  D.  140(5,  in  the  8tli  year  of  our 
rei«rn." 

The  iMrdx  Address  against  the  Lolhtrds.] — 
"  At  this  time,"  says  hir  Robert  Cotton,  or  ra- 
ther lus  publisher,  Mr.  Prynne,  "  the  clei-gy 
:>ulK>rm'd  Henry  prince  of  NVaies,  for  and  in 
the  name  of  the  bus.  and  loi'ds ;  and  sir  John 
Tilnjtot,  the  Speater,  for  and  in  the  name  of 
rhe  commonts ;  to  exliibit  a  long  and  bloody 
bill  against  certain  men  called  lx»llards,  namely 
a^rainst  those  that  preached  or  taught  any 
tluog  against  the  temporal  livings  of  die  clefgy. 
Otiier  points  touching  I^Uardy,  I  read  none  ; 
only  this  is  to  be  marked  for  tlieir  better  expe- 
dition in  this  exploit,  they  joined  prophecies 
toucliing  the  kind's  estate,  and  such  as  whis^ 
percd  and  bruited  that  king  Richard  w  as  stili- 
livinir;  tUl  which  they  inserted,  to  the  end  thafc 
by  such  subtiUy  they  mi;dit  l)etter  gain  tlk-ir 
ends  :igainst  tjie  poor  Lollards  aforesaid. 
Wlierein,  note  a  ni0!?t  unlawful  aud  mor)strou» 
t\Tan!iy ;  fur  the  request  of  tite  said  bill  wm^ 
that  every  otticcr,  or  otlicr  miiiistcr  wlMtt^^ocvcr, 
miij;Iit  enquire  after,  or  a])prehend  such  Lol- 
I.irds,  without  any  other  couunission,  and  that 
no  sanctuary  .should  protect  them." — But  it  w  ill 
not  be  amiss  to  pi-esent  tlie  render  with  an  ab- 
stract of  tliis  bdl,  which  Mr.  Fuller,  in  his 
Church  History,  Book  IV.  p.  t65,  says,  he 
carefully  took  from  the  Recpixl^  in  the  tower. 

*'  To  our  mo6t  redoubted  and  graciou«;  sove«» 
reign,  tlie  king:  Your  humble  son,  Henry 
priuce  of  Wales,  ai»d  the  loixi*;  spiritual  and 
temporal  ia  this  present  pail,  humbly  ihcvv, 
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Tfcat  the  church  of  England  hath  been,  and 
now  is,  endowed  with  Temporal  Pos^esbious, 
by  the  eifts  and  grants,  as  well  of  your  royal 
progenitors,  as  by  the  ancestors  of  the  said 
lords  temporal,  to  maintain  divine  service, 
keep  hospitnlitv,  See.  to  the  honour  of  God, 
and  the  soulN  health  of  your  progenitors,  and 
the  said  brds  temporal. — Yet,  now  of  late, 
some,  at  the  instigation  of  tlie  enemy,  apiiust 
the  aforesaid  church  and  prelates,  have,  as 
•well  ill  public  sermon 5,  as  in  conventicles  and 
secret  places  called  schools,  stirred  and  moved 
the  people  of  your  kingdom  to  take  away  the 
said  temporal  possessions  from  the  said  pre- 
lates, with  which  they  arc  as  rightly  endowed, 
as  it  hath  been,  or  might  be,  best  advised  or 
imagined  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  your 
kingdom;  and  of  which  they  are  as  surely  pos^ 
seb>ed,  as  the  lords  temporal  are  of  their  inlie- 
ritances. — Wl-erefore,  in  case  that  this  evil 
purpose  be  not  resisted  by  your  royal  majesty, 
It  is  very  likely,  tliat  in  process  of  time  they 
will  also  excite  the  people  of  your  kingdom  for 
to  .take  away  tlrom  the  said  londs  temporal  their 
possessions  and  lieritagcs,  so  to  make  them 
.common  to  the  open  coininotion  of  your  peo- 
ple.— There  be  also  others  wlio  pul^lish,  and 
cause  to  be  published,  evilly  and  falsely,  among 
the  people  of  your  kingdom.  That  Richard,  late 
king  of  England  (who  is  gone  to  God,  and  on 
whose  soul  God  through  his  grace  have  mercy), 
is  still  alive.  And  some  have  writ  and  pub- 
lished divers  ialse  pretended  prophecies  to  the 
people ;  disturbing  them  who  would,  to  their 
power,  live  peaceably,  serve  God,  and  faiih- 
ihlly  submit  and  obey  you  their  liege  lord. — 
Wherefore,  may  it  please  your  Toy^  maj.  in 
maintenance  of  the  honour  of  God,  conser- 
vation of  the  laws  of  holy  church,  as  also '  in 
preservation  of  you,  your  chhildren,  and  the 
lords  aforesaid,  and  ror  the  quiet  of  all  your 
kingdom,  to  ordain  bv  a  statute  in  the  present 
purl,  by  the  assent  of  the  lords  aforesaid,  and 
the  commoiis  of  your  kingdom.  That  in  case 
any  man  or  woman,  of  what  estate  or  condi- 
tion they  be,  preach,  publish,  or  maintain, 
hold,  use.  Or  exercise,  any  sdiools;  if  any 
sect  or  doctrine  licreat\er  against  the  Catho- 
Ec  faith,  cither  preach,  publish,  maintain,  or 
^ritc  a  schedule,  whereby  tlic  people  may  be 
moved  to  take  away  the  temporal  possessions 
of  the  aforesaid  prelates;  or  preach  and  pub- 
lish. That  Richard  late  king,  who  is  dead, 
sliould  still  be  in  fltll  life ;  or  that  the  *  fool  in 
Scotland,'  is  that  king  Richard  who  is  dead ; 
©r  that  publish  or  write  any  pretended  pro- 
phecies to  the  commotion  of  your  people ; 
xha^  they,  and  every  of  them,  be  taken,  and 
put  in  prison,  wirfumt  being  dehvcred  in  bail, 
or  otherwise,  except  by  good  and  sufficient 
mninprize,  to  be  taken  before  the  chancellor  Of 
England,  Scc,^ 

Articles  Jar  (he  Regulation  of  the  Govt,  pre- 
scnted  bjj  the  Speaker,  an<f  sitcom  to  hu  the 
Kirtc*s  Cvnncil.i  The  Speaker  of  the  House 
lA'  Commons  came  again  before  the  king  and 
loids,  aod  ri»4nircd,  ia  the  name  of  that  body, 


;  that  all  the  lords  of  rouncif  might  be  sworn  to 
observe  certain  Articles,  which  they  had  drawn 
up,  for  die  better  UeguWtioii  of  tkic  public  a^ 
(kirs  of  the  kingdom.  The  ahp.  of  Canterbury^ 
fbr  himBelf  and  others,  relused  to  swear  U> 
them,  but  ottered  to  do  what  they  could  to* 
wards  their  ol>ftervance.  Upon  this  the  kiiig 
charged  the  said  ahp.  with  the  re^t,  on  their  al- 
legiance, to  take  the  oath,  which  accordingly 
they  did  ;  and  further,  the  king  caused  aU  Uic 
officers  of  his  household,  and  of  all  his  courts  of 
justice,  to  be  sworn  to  fulfil  the  said  oitth.  The 
articles  were  these : — 

"  I.  That  worthy  counsellors  and  officers- 
be  appointeil,  and  not  to  be  removed  without 
good  proof  of  their  ill  management. — II.  That 
•  no  due  grants  be  stayed  at  the  great  or  privy 
seal, — III.  That  none  about  the  king's  persou 
do  pursue  any  suit  or  quarrel,  by  any  other 
means  than  by  order  of  the  common  law. — > 
IV.  That  no  officer  be  appointed  by  any  me- 
diation contrary  to  the  laws. — V,  That  order 
be  taken  for  tlie  governance  of  tlic  king's 
house,  chamber,  and  wardrobe.— VI.  That  the 
revenues  and  profits  of  the  crown  and  reaha 
be  employed  t()wards  the  charges  next  afore* 
said. — ^Vll.  That  no  person,  under  a  penalty, 
do  receive,  or  take  by  way  of  gift,  any  of  the 
profits  aforesaid. — ^ViII.  l*hat  two  certain  days 
in  the  week  be  appointed  fbr  all  suitors>  to  ex- 
hibit their  petitions  to  the  king:  and  that 
^ome  persons  may  be  also  appointed  to  receive 
and  give  answers  to  the  same. — IX.  That  no 
man  what<;oevcr  do  prefer  any  bill  or  suit  to 
the  king  on  any  other  daysw — A.  That  none  of 
the  council  hold  pleas  ol*  any  matter  detcr<- 
minable  at  common  law. — Xl. 


That  all 

tutes  touching  buyers  and  purveyors  may  be 
executed. — XII.  That  no  one  oi  the  king's 
council  shall  give  cncoinnagement  to  any  suitor 
before  detcniiination  had  in  full  counciL — 
XIIT.  That  no  matters  of  council  mav  be  dis- 
patched, but  by  full  assent,  unless  the  same 
require  great  haste;  in  which  cases,  word  shall 
be  sent  to  such  counsellors  as  are  absent,  to 
the  end  that  their  advice  may  be  known«.^ 
The  XI\\  Xy.  XVT.  XVII.  XVill.  and  XIX; 
articles  ordain,  That  none  of  tlie  king's  h^her 
officers,  or  other  under  officers,  or  clerks  ofany 
of  his  courts,  or  of  his  household,  shaU  take  any 
but  their  accustomed  fees,  or  appoint  any  mi- 
nister under  them  to  do  the  same. — XX*  That 
the  queen  do  pay  for  her  journey  to  the  king's 
houses,  as  queen  Philippa  lately  did. — XXI. 
That  none  of  the  officers  of  tlic  marshalseas  of 
the  king's  house,  or  clerk  of  the  market,  do 
hold  any  plea  otherwise  than  in  the  time  of 
Edw.  I.— XXII.  That  all  tlic  sheriffs,  before 
the  election  of  knigiits  of  the  shire,  sliaU  by 
open  proclmnation  in  tlieir  several  counties, 
give  15  days  respite  to  the  time  and  place.— r- 
XXIII.  That  all  the  king's  great  officers  of 
every  court,  and  of  his  household^  shall  main- 
tain the  common  laws.-— XXIV.  That  all  fo- 
reigners who  arc  not  denizens  do  make  fines, 
by  a  day,  with  the  king.— XXV.  That  the  stew- 
ard of  the  king's  Itousc,  with  the  tr^osurtt-^  harTe 
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iuU  powc^  to  dhchfiree  tbe  sorjeants,  nnd  other 
otficew,  for  their  misdemeanors. — XXVI.  That 
the  9ftid  oihcenf,  aad  chftmberiaiu  of  tlic  bortse- 
hoW,  do  execute  thrir  trustu  according  to  the 
statutes  of  the  king's  house.— XX  VII.  That  no 
judicial  officer;  or  otiier  minister  within  the 
Juni;'s  house,  or  m  auv  of  liis  courtji,  enjoy  any 
of  the  said  otfices,  but"  at  wiil.— XXVUl.  That 
all  the  chief  othcers  of  the  kiug's  houjje  and 
courts  do  make  yearly  strict  enqniries  of  all 
misdemeanors  and  misprisions  done  unddr 
them,  and  make  report  thereof  to  tbe  king's 
council. — XXIX.  TJmt  tin?  array  of  the  speaal 
assize  challenged,  be  tried  fit  lar^^e,  as  in  gene- 
ral assizes ;  and  tkit  the  «hcrilf  do  take  no- 
thing tor  any  pannel  between  party  and  party. 
— ^Lastly,  lliat  all  the  articles  aforesaid  slmJi 
only  continue  to  ttie  oud  of  the  next  pari." 

Whoever  considers  well  tlte  foregoing  Arti- 
cles, delivered  by  the  Speaker,  wiU  find  that 
there  is  scarce  a  triHiiig  one  amongst  them ; 
wliich  evidently  shews,  that  the  commons  of 
£ngland  were  neither  fools  nor  knaves  in  those 
«Uys.  Nor  was  the  king  less  obliging  and  con- 
descending on  his  part,  than  the  commons  had 
been  resolute  and  presumptive  on  theirs ;  not 
only  suffering  the  said  articles,  which  struck 
au^cicntly  at  his  prerogative,  to  pn«s  into  a 
law,  though  hut  a  temporary  one;  but  also 
compelling  the  abp.  w  rth  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
cil, Ac.  to  swear  to  the  observance  of  them. 
Wliich  also  demonstrates,  that  whatever  indi- 
rect steps  Henry  took  to  acquire  the  diadem, 
he  was  resolved  to  keep  it;  and  is  a  strong  in- 
stance, that  the  best  laws  for  tlic  subject,  liave 
been  often  gained  under  the  weakest  titles  of 
Qur  .^ings. 

Act  reiating  to  Count  if  Elect  iowtj]  In  this 
pari,  the  king  pave  his  assent  to  an  act  fbr 
securing  the  freedom  of  elections.  This  act  is 
still  extant  in  our  statute-books;  by  which  i( 
was  enacted,  *•  tluit  at  the  next  county-court, 
after  the  dcliwry  of  the  writ  of  pari,  all  there 
present,  as  well  suitors  summoned  lor  the  same 
caos9,  a**  others,  shall  nttend  to  the  election  of 
the  knights  for  the  pari,  and  in  the  full  county 
«hey  shall  proceed  to  election  freely  and  indif- 
ferently, notwittistanding  any  request  or  com- 
mandment to  the  contrary.  And  after  they 
are  chosen,  tlieir  names  5hnll  be  wdtten  in  an 
Indenture,  under  tlie  seals  of  all  those  that  did 
chuse  them,  and  tacked  t.>  the  writ  of  pari.; 
which  indenture  shall  be  holden  for  Ui«  sherilTs 
return  of  the  said  writ."— There  are- many  Pe- 
titions, .-Vaswers,  &c.  ui  Cotton's  Abridgment 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  pari,  whidi,  b^ause 
they  relate  to  lesser  nlFftirs,  or  private  proper- 
ty, are  here  omitted.  It  is  obsenablc,  how- 
ci'er,  how  anxtoiui  the  CotnnlOlls  vt^tt  that  all 
these  matters  should  be  carefully  vecottled ;  ^r 
ift  their  own  request  it  Was  eoacted,  that  cer- 
tain membei»  of  their  boutt  should  h%  present 
M  tlie  engrossing  the  roll  oAhis  fnl. 

Granti  mudehi/  th^  Kijtg  to  Sir  John  Tihetot 
the  S^ker,"]    llie  hii^r,  to  shew  hi^  genero- 
sity and  gratitude  to  sn-  Jolm  Tibetot,  tbe 
young  Speaker   of  th«  house  of  commoos. 
Vol.  1. 


granted  to  him,  in  fee,  all  the  lands  and  here- 
ditaments of  Kd.  ap  Ghthth  ap  Voethus,  in 
the  counties  of  Carmarthen  and  Cardigan,  and 
elsewhere  in  the  principality  of  bouth  vv  ales. 
Iwfcitcd  to  the  king  by  his  being  aa  adlterent 
to  Owen  Giendour^  rebel  and  traiior;  and  also 
the  othoe  of  keeper  of  the  forests  of  VVay» 
bridge  and  Sapiey,  in  the  county  of  Uuxuing* 
ton,  without  any  fee  or  out»payment.    And 
turthcr,  the  goods  and  chattels  of  Peter  Pris- 
wick,  carpenter,  a  lelon,  amounting  to  150/. 
He  was  at'terwards  made  earl  of  Nv'orcester. 
Mr.  Pryuno  makc^  an  observation  at  the  end 
oi  this  !»es>sion  of  pari,  to  this  purpose  :  ^  that 
the  Conunons'  young  Speaker  took  more  upon 
ium,  and  spoke  mora  buldly  and  fervently  to 
the  king  and  lords,  than  any  Speaker  had  dcMie 
beibrc  him.     Which  innovation  beginning  to 
grow  in  fashion,  the  king  and  lords  thought 
proper,  in  a  succeeding  purl,  to  put  a  check 
upon,  as  a  novelty  mconsistent  with  the  khig^s 
prerogative.    That  the  Speakers  atlerwards  be* 
came  moi^  modesty  and  did  not  say  any  thing 
that  was  displeasing  to  the  king ;  or,  il'tiiey  ca- 
sually did,  to  pray  that  it  npght  be  imputed 
only  to  their    ignorance,  and  not  unto  the 
coimnons.^    It  is  fitrtlier  remarkable,  that  this 
is  the  longest  pari,  we  have  yet  met  with ;  tor 
though  it  is  not  expressly  said  when  it  was  dis- 
solve, yet  we  may  well  suppose,  by  the  three 
prorogations,  that  it  continued  near  a  year; 
which  was  an  innovation  in  tlie  ancient  consti^ 
tution  taken  notice  of  by  several  historians  as 
a  great  blot  in  tliis  reign.     lloUiugshead  in 
particular  says,  tiiat  "  the  lone  continuance  ot 
this  pari,  wiw  a  great  loss  and  damage  to  th« 
commonalty ;  for  the  expences  of  their  repr^ 
sentatives  was  almost  equal  in  value  to  |ift# 
sms^i  demanded  that  was  for  the  subsidy.'* 

A  Fari.  called.]  On  the  80tli  of  Oct.  W07, 
another  par!,  met,  by  summons^  at  Gloucester; 
but,  upon  calhng  over  the  houbC  of  commons, 
several  defaulters  being  found,  it  was  put  off 
for  4  days  longer.  On  that  day,,  the  abp.  of 
Canterbury,  Arundel,  still  lord  chanc.  opened 
the  session  with  a  speech,  and  took  this  text 
for  lus  subject,  regcm  honorificate;  in  which  he 
endeavoured  to  prove,  **  tliat  for  J  especial 
causes  the  king  ought  to  be  honoured.  Ist, 
for  that  the  king,  by  ni«iintaining  the  liberty 
of  holy  church,  honoured  God,  and  therefore 
ought  himself  to  be  honoured;  '2nd,  tor^iis 
great  care  towards  his  subjects,  as  well  in  tlie 
ohseriatipn  of  the  laws,  aft  in  his  defence  oC 
theiQ  aeaiost  forci^  enemies;  and,  Srd'y,  be^ 
cause  that,  ever  since  his  coronittion,  he  had 
shewn  larour'and  pardon  to  all  that  asked 
tliem ;  aitd  addled  that,  as  in  nccdsity,  every 
luembcr  of  maVii  body  would  seek  comfort 
irpm  the  ho^  ai  the  chi^f ;  to  he  applied  it 
to  the  honouring  of  th^  king,  who  wa9  the  head 
of  the  constitution.  lie  dosirod  the  house  of 
commons  to  choose  a  speaker  that  afternoon, 
and  present  him  the  i^ext  day  to  tiie  kiiig; 
and,  lastly,  he  required  to^m  i^U  to  censider  ou 
proper  means  to  end  the- rebellion  inW^les; 
to  take  care  for  the  s«^ 'yarding  of  the  sea  ; 
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for  dcfcmdinjt  of  Guiehne,  Calais,  and  Ireland,  1 
■nd  the  ncnabern  marehes,  and  Iww  by  their  j 
jtid  the  same  rni|iht  be  best  accomplished.''  t 
Sir  J\  Ckoiictr  cho%en  Speaker S\  Thc.chan-  ! 
ceUor  ha\  in^z;  iioi&hcd  Ins  harangue,  the  4x*ceiv-  . 
ers  and  Jnor?  of  petitions  were  constituted;  . 
^fuid  the  next  day  tlie  commons  pnjscnted  sir 
Thomas  Chaucer  J'or  tlieir  .Sjjeaker^-^vho,  af-  ' 
tcr  excuse  tor  liim«elf  and  contiimation,  made  ; 
the  comnion  protestation,  \vhi<:h  was  ,*ii'a;itcd.  ; 
On  tlic  9th  of  y>i)x.  the  conmi**ns  came  again  ' 
betufe  the  kiuir,  where  Uie  said  Speaker  re-  . 
peated  his  tbrmer  protestation,  and  begun  to 
rehearse  tlic  jsraiit  of' tiu' .last. subsidies,  Ri^d  the  i 
oaths  of  the  lords,  and  others  for  the  disposi-  | 
tiou  of  the  same.  But  the  chancellor  inter-  I 
rupted  liim,  -^ind  >a.d,  that  no  accounts  were  j 
yet  made  for.  the  difcburstmcnts  of  the  same.to  - 

/  thcctmunons;  and  that  tlte  h^s,  ha\inglit-  t 
lie  tlianks  for  ,thc  la.»«t;,  would   by  no  means  j 
Uike  tlie  hke,  oatlraciiin;  whidi  the  ki^iji,  at  j 
his  request,  4rxcased    them.  from.  .  Then  the 
said  Speaker  made  great .  complaiiUs  against 
purveyors;,  to  which  the  stowafd.  and  tretusurer 
of  tlic  ki^jg's  liojLise  answered,  *f  that  .the  same 
should  be  remedied.".         ,     . .        •• 

Nov.  14,  upon  the  coming  pf  .the  commons 
before  the  kmg.  and  lords,,  the  Sppaker  told 
tlicm  of  tlie  great  cUsadvantage  Xhe  nation  suf- 
fered by  not  i;uarding  rlie  sea ;  and  tl;at  those 
vlio  hatl  lands  OD.  the  mai-jhes  of  Wales  never 
dwelled  thereon;  of  whicl)  he  desired  that  due 
constderatioa'  might  be  -taken,,  which  was  pro- 
ailsed  :  and  that  certain  lords,  by  name,  mi{»ht 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commons  on 

*"  tlicsc  ando^her  matters..  But,  at  the. request 
of  the  merchants,  made  .last  parL  the  king 
granted  to  Wm.  Childero,  late  admiral. of  the 
5uutli  and  west  seas,  tlie  allowance  oC  26(111. 
V'hich  was  cfucto-  hiro,  and,  that  he  be  dis- 
ciiarged  of  all  accounts^ 

Nov.  21st,  which -was  the  jast-day^  of  this 
pari,  the  Speaker  desired  the  king  to  gi\  e  pub- 
lic thanks -to  jhe  prince  of  Wales, /or  liis  «:;reat 
fatigue  aad  good  conduct  in  Wale? ;  /or  xn  hicli 
botli  the  king  and  the .  prince  returned  back 
their  compliments  to  the  commons.  After  wliioh 
the  prince,.knccling  before  the.king,  cleaix^d  the 
duke  of  York  from  disloyal  reports ,  spread 
sigainst  him,  and  in  open  pari,  averred  him  to 
be  a  true  and.loyal  knight.  At  the  same  lime, 
thc^peaker  moved  the  king  to  advance  his. 
sons  the  lords  Thomas,  Jolui,  and  Humphrey, 
to  some  honoujftuble  titles  and. fortunes. 
•  A  SiibsUy  gntnted,']  •  The  lords  ftnd  com- 
mons orx  the  same  day  .granted  to  the  king 
one  10th  and  a  half;  with  ilie  hke.  subsidy  for 
2!taple  and  other  uocrclia^dizes,  as  was.gra^itod. 
in  tlie  last  pari,  for.'^  ^-ear.*..  And,  in  consi- 
deration of  the .  subsidies  aibre>^»d,  .the  king 
promised,  thao  for  2  years  .next  ensuing,  he 

^  ivould  require  no  other  subsidie.5  or  charge  on 
bis  sul^jects  ;  and,  for  more  assurance  tliereof, 
desired  that  this  might  pass,  into  an  act,  and' 
tliat  every  member  might  l»ive  a  copy  of  it. 

An  Order  to^rcjKiii  l^  J^trtlx  from  coiwtv^ 
nicatuw  the  Cmitmom  frh^te  JJttoa  to  the 


Km:.']  It  appears,  by  the  Record,  tlmt  the 
lords  and  commons  did  not  agree  so  well  aj» 
fonnerly,  in  this  pari,  fqr  a  dift/Crence  tliat  hap4 
pened  l)etwecn  the  two  houses  about  granting 
the  subsidy,  gave  ri:»e  to  the  following  jortli-* 
nance,  riz.  "  'that  in  all  future  parliaments,, 
in  the  absence  of  the  king,  it  should.be  lawful 
as  well  to  the  lords  by  themselves,  as  to  the 
counnons  by  themselves,  to  debate  of  all  mat- 
ters rebting  to  the  realm,  and  pi'  the  meai>s  to 
redress  them ;  without  disclosing  the  same  to 
the  kin«4  before  a  dctermmation  made  thereof^ 
ajid  *hat  to  be  done  only  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Speaker.  Whieh  ordinjince  w  :is  made,  because 
part  of  the  aforesaid  displca.snre  anrse  on  ac- 
count of  the  lords  makm;^  the  king^  several 
timci«,  privy  to  their  debates  on  the  subsidy, 
and  Ijronght  messages  from  .him ;.  which  the 
eoimnons  said  was  absolutely  against  their 
liberties." 

ui.  Pmitnmtnt  called.']  Another  par},  was 
ejdled  to  meet  at  Wesiniinster,  oi>  the  18th  of 
.Fim.  1410i  but  they  did  not  sit  to  do  business 
till  9  days  after.  \Vhen  tlic  bp.  of  Winches-; 
ter,  the  king's  hrother,  tliere  being  then  no 
ebane.  declarctl  the  cause  of  the  summons  to 
be  for  the  prest*rvation  of  tlic  church's  liber-. 
ties,  inc.  and. then  took  for  his  sul)ject,  Dectt 
not  implvre  omncm  JitstitUtm,  on  w  hich  he  dis- 
cantcd  to  this  purport: — "  That  tins  pari,  was 
sun^noned  for  two  causes;  tljc  1st  for  the  in-  . 
ward  g(5vernniiee  of  the  reidm,  as  in  the  due 
(observance  of  the  laws ;  the  2nd  for  outwar^J 
governaneCj  as  in  a  proper  defence  against  a 
foreign  enemy ;  and  in  this  he  touclied  upon.; 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  then  governor  of 
Trance,  who  he  said  meant  to  besiege  Calais^ 
with  a  great  anny,  and  then  to  conquer  this 
kingdom.*' — lie  told  them,  "  That  there  were 
two  kinds  of  govt,  the  jus  ref^iminu,  wad  jus 
suhJ€£tionis ;  allowing  the  first  to  be  better, 
according  to  the  answer. of  Aristotle  to  ki#ig 
Alexander,  who,  being  asked  in  what  nmnner 
the;said  kingnu'jht  slron^^est/ortify  the  walls  of 
1  a  new  fortress,  or  frontier  town,  which  he  had< 
I  h.uilt,  answered,  that  the  strongest  walls  were 
j  the  hearty. good-will  of  lus  subjects,  and  obe- 
I  dience  to  the  laws."-^He*said,  "  Th^t  all  tmc 
I  subjects  ow(;  to  thejr  sovereign  three  chief 
points,,  vi/.  honour  and  obedience,  reference; 
and  tcncvolence,  and  hearty  assistii\nce.  And. 
because  tho  present  oice^ssity  required  ready 
assistance,  and  speedy  dispatch,  the  king  haS 
called  this  assembly  for  a  full  ct»nsuliation ; 
which  he  wished  might  redomid  to  tlie  glory  of 
God,  the  honour  .of  the  king,  and  thcsatety  of. 
tlie  whole  realm.  /'For  which  good  end  .  he 
willed  the  commons  tQ  go  to  an  election  of 
their  Speaker,  and  presertl  hiin  the  next  day 
to  the  king." 

-  iS*r  ,T,.  Chayfen  chosen  SpeaJier.]  On  the 
28tbot'Jan.  tlie  Commons  pjeseijted  sir  Tljo.. 
Chaucer  again  for  their  Speaker,  jvho,  making. 
the  common  piote^tation,  the  king,  by  his  own 
mouth,  aUowed  of'it ;  but  added,  **  That  sinec. 
now  the  lortls  and  conmions  were  conw?  to  im. 
agreement,  he  expected  that  they,   the  com- 
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mens,  would  speak  no  unbecoming  words,  or 
ettcmpt  aiiy  thinp;  that  wits  not  consistent  with 
decency." — Feb.  the  7th,  at  the  requtst  of  the 
rouimmis  the  swsizes  were  prorogued,  by  the* 
"king,  during  tiie  sitting  of  pari,  •  Biit  nothing 
piore  is  «aia  of  their  proceedings  till  the  15th  of 
Marchj  which,  being  at  that  time  in  Palm* 
Sunday  week,  at  tlie  desire  of  the  commous, 
the  parL  was  adjourned  to  the  7th  of  Ap"'* 
At  that  day,  being  reassembled,  the  king  gi*ant-* 
ed  that  certain  of  the  most  learned  bps.  and 
worthy  lords,  should  be  assigned  to  be  of  his 
jcouncil;  and  that  thejf  and  all  the  judges 
^ould  be  sworn  ,to  gjve  goo3  counsel  and  u|>- 
tight  judgment.    ' 

•  Acts  passed  for  the  Security  of  the  Kingdom.'] 
It  was  enacted,  tliat  all  such  as"  had  castfes  and 
towns  in  the  marshes  of  Scotland,  should  fur- 
nish them  with  necessaries,  and  kpep  guard 
there  in  proper  person.^  The  same  order  wa* 
taken  for  the  castles  and  tmvns  in  Wales. 
Also  that  the  revenues  of  the  king's  dominions 
beyond  sea  should  for  3  years- be  employed  on 
the  soldiers  there;  ajid  that -nO  ofticer  there, 
who  is  immediately  accountable  to  tKe  king, 
ihall  eojfoy  the  same  during  lite, — It  was 
also  enacted,  tlitit  three  parts  ol  the  subsidy  on 
wools  shall  be  Employed  ttoon  the  defence  of 
Calais,  the  castle  there/  the  new-  tower 'on 
Bochbank,  and  on  the  marshes  of  Calais,  and 
for  the  payment  of  certain  debts  there.  That 
such  subsidies  as  should'  be  grunted  this  pari, 
sltould  be  employed  according  to-  the  grant, 
and  not  otherwise.  And,  on  a  remonstrance 
from  the  commons,  th,e  king  ordeicd  that  all 
foreigners  who  are  come  into  the  realm,  except 
merchants,  shall  make  protestation  to  live  and 
die  in  the  king's  quarrel ;  shall  serve  in  the 
■wars  it*  they  are  able ;  and  shall  not  be  lodged 
but  in  Enelisl mien's  houses.  Also,-  that  none 
•'of  them  shall  be  brokers,  and  'that  no  broker 
shall  be  a  merchant  to  his  own  use. 

Respect  paid  by  ParL  to  the  P.  of  Wales,]  On 
the  2d  ot  May,  upon  the  earnest  request  of 
the  commons,  such  lords  as  were  before  ap- 
pointed to  be  of  the  king's  council,  were  again 
declared ;  all  of  whom,  with  the  judges,  were 
then  sworn  to  do  justice ;  except  the  prince  of 
Wale*,  who,  "  for  his  worthiness,'^  was  ex- 
pised  that  ccremohy. 

jyte  Commons  renew  their  Project  for  re- 
ducing the  Kevenues  of  th^  Clergy.]-  \n  tliis 
parliament  there  was  some  relaxation  de-* 
nnmded  of  tlie  late  severe  act  against  Lol- 
lards and  Heretics :  for  now  it  was  requested 
by  the  commons,  "  That  all  such  persons'  as 
sfiould  be  arrested  by  tbrce  of  the  statute, 
made  against  Lollardy  in  the  3nd  year  of  this 
reign,  ma^  be  bailed  and  tipeely  purge  them- 


Clergy,  Wickliff's  doctrine  had  Ejained  so 
nnic'ji  g;romid,  tlmt  the  majority  of  the  house 
of-  conunoni!  were  then  in  that  way  of  think- 
ing •  and,  tlius  biassed,  they  presented  two  pejti- 
tions  to  the  king,  one  against  tlie  Clergy,  and 
the  other  in  tiivour  of  the  Ijolhirds.  In  the 
first  they  set  tbrth,  "  That  the  Clergy  tnade  an 
illuse  x^f  their  riches,  and  consumed  their  in- 
comes in  a  T(*ty  different  manner  fnm»  the  in^ 
lent  of  the  donors:  That  their  i*eventies  were 
escc85«ive,  and  conseqi^iifly  it  was  necessary 
to  lessen  tlicm,  "  That  so  many  estates  might' 
easily  •  be  taken  from  them  as  would  sei*ve  to 
provide  for  150  earls,  at  ,thc  rate  of  3000 
marks,  yearly,  each;  1500  barons*  at  100 
murks  each ;  0200  knights  at  40  marks ;  and 
100  hospitals,  at  as  •  nlany  marks  yearly,  for 
each  hospital,  That,  by  these  meanq,  the 
king<honi*'s'sHffety  would  be  better  "provided  for, 
the  poor  better  maintained,  -and'  tlie  clersry 
more  attached  to  their  duty."  This  is  Rapin's 
account  of  the  contents  ot'  this  bill ;  bnt  could 
90  learned  and  judicious  art"  aifthor  ever  sup* 
pose  that  iiutih  a  numt)€r  of  earls,  barons,  and-, 
knights,  w6re  likely  to  be  supported  at  s\ich  a 
calculation ;  provided  that  ti>e  commons  were' 
willing  to  raise  so  many  new  lords  and  masters 
amongst  tliom  ?  His  marginal  note  refers  u^ 
to  Walsinghtftn  for  lui<  authority  ;  but,  unfoiv 
tunately  lor  him,  that  very  authority  contra^ 
diets  it.  ^Walsinghftni'4  acccount  of  tlie  con- 
tentsof the  bill,  which  the  conrunons  now  ex^ 
hibited  a^inst  the  clergy,  is  this,  "  That  the 
tempoi-alities,  disordinately  wasted  by  menf 
of  the  church,  might  v,  ell  sufiice  to  find  the 
king  with  15  earls,  1500  knights  (>'?00  esquires,' 
anri  100  ahnhouses,  for  the  v<^ief  of  poor  peo-» 
pie,  more  than  there  were  then  in  Enghmd. 
That  every  earl  should  have,  of  yearly  rent, 
3000  marks;  every  knight  100  marks,  and  4 
plough  lands ;  every  esquire  40  marks  and  9 
plough  lands ;  and  every  almshciusc  100  marks ; 
and  bo  m'erlooked  by  two  true  s»eadflr  prii*st3 
to  each  hmise.  And,  over  and  above  all  those, 
the  king  mkcht  put  yearly,  into  his  own  cofier^, 
20,0001.  Provided  also,  tlmt  every  township 
should  maintain  tlujir  own  poor,  that  could 
not  labotlr ;  on  condition,  tliat  if  any  was  over- 
burthened  with  them,  tlien  the  said  townships 
to  be  relieved  by  tlie  alms-houses  uft>resnid. 
And,  tor  to  bear  tlie  charges  of  alt  these 
things,  the  commons  aftiiTned,  in  their  hill, 
that  the  temporalities,  then  in  the  possessior** 
of  spiritual  men,  amounted  to  322,000  mark**, 
yearly  rent."  The  commons  also  alletl;^efl, 
"  That  over  and  above  the  said  sum  of 
322,000  marks,  several  houses  of  religion  in 
England  possc^ised  as  many  temporalities  as 
mj|^t   sufiice  to   find   15,000   priests;    every' 


pelves  of  It;  that  they  be  arrested  by  no  others  wriest  to  be  allowed,  for  his  stipend,  7  marks 
than  the  slicriffs,  or  such  like  offiOers;  and  that  ..    r,-.  •     •  -^^  ^  .•  • 

no  havock  be  made  of  their  goods.'*  Answer. 
<*  The  krag  will  be  advised.''' — ^Tlma  far  theRe^ 
Coni.  Bnt  liapin  relates,  tkat.Oj(^  passing  the 
^t  for  ^egu^dtiIl^  Elections,  the  commons  were 
^couraged,  betore  they  granted  an  aid,  to 
fonew  their  former  instauQcs  in  re^(l  to.  the 


a  3rear."  This  is  a  genuine  accoant  of  this 
extraordinary  attack  on  the  clergy,  in  thos^* 
days  ;  the  bill  was  brought  into  the  house  by- 
sir  John  Oldcastle,  lord  Cobham;  which  drew 
upon  hhn  the  hatred  of  that  vast  body  of" 
men,  and  terminated  at  last  ia  his  owi^  de- 
struction^        '  .  •  ..... 
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Tbe  second  Petition  k  mentioned  in  tbe 
Record,  whtroin  the  coromonft  prayed  that  the 
•tatute  pasted  against  the  LoUards  in  the  3d 
vcar  of  this  reign,  might  be  repealed;  or,  at 
least,  qualified  with  aoine  restrictions.  Mr. 
Rapin  here  a^^ain  makes  thb  reflection  on 
th««  two  petitions  i  **  That  if  the  pari,  which 
first  moTco  the  lessening  the  Clcrg/s  Revenues 
was  ^ed  the  unlearned,  it  may  well  be  sup- 
posed that  this  met  with  no  better  treatment. 
The  name  of  ioUard  and  heretic  was  plenti- 
luliy  bestowed;  and  the  clergy  considered 
these  petitions  as  tending  to  undermine  all 
religion.  This  was  industriously  insinuated  to 
the  king,  with  all  the  aggravation  which  parties 
concerned  are  capable  of  displaying  on  such 
an  occasion.  It  is  hard  to  know,  whether  the 
lung  himself  was  of  this  mind ;  but,  however, 
he  openlr  declared,  that  he  luid  the  interest 
,  ©f  tne  church  no  less  at  heart  than  the  clergy 
themselves.  And,  being  now  very  easy  from 
bis  enemies,  bor|i  at  lumie  and  abroad,  he 
bad  no  mind  to  provo^te  so  great  and  danger- 
ous a  body  against  him."  For  this  reason  he 
rebuked  the  commons  very  sharply,  and  said, 
**  That  he  neither  could  nor  would  consent  to 
their  petitions,  and  expressly  forbad  them  to 
meddle  any  more  with  the  Church's  concerns. 
As  for  the  Lollards,  he  added,  that  far  from 
permitting  the  statute  against  them  to  be  re- 
pealed, he  wished  it  more  rigorous  for  the 
utter  extirpation  of  heresy  out  of  the  land." 
Tbe  commons  being  again  defeated  in  their 
expectations  in  tb^  higher  matters,  con- 
tented themselves  with  petitioning,  that  clerks 
when  convicted,  mi^ht  be  put  into  tbe  king's 
prisons,  or  those  of  the  tcmpoml  lords;  al- 
ledging,  for  reason,  that  clerics  by  those  means 
firequcutly  escaped  the  punishment  they  dc~ 
served.  This  point  had  oeen  often  attempted 
by  the  laity  against  the  clergy;  particularly, 
as  high  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  when  tlmt 
prince,  and  all  the  peers  of  the  realm^  main- 
tained this  point  so  stoutly  against  abp.  Becket 
and  pope  Alexander  III.  £kit  Henry,  fenring 
to  be  exposed  to  the  same  troubles  \m  predcv 
cesser  had  been»  refused^  also,  to  give  his 
assent  to  this  bill;  and»  to  shew  the  commons 
how  ha  he  was  from  giving  any  countenance 
to  these  proceedings,  he  signed  a  warrant  for 
tbe  burning  of  one  Tho.  Bud  by,  who  bad  been 
before  convicted  of  lieresy.-^The  Commons 
considered  this  execution  as  an  insult,  and 
great  aggravation  of  tbe  king's  other  refbsals ; 
and  accordingly,  when  Henry  demanded  a 
pO^'er  to  levy  every  year  a. certain  subsidy, 
which  was  a  10th  6roni  the  clergy,  and  a  15th 
from  the  hiity,  without  a  meeting  of  a  pari,  this 
demand  was  boldly  rejected.    The  commons 


have  repeated  occasions  to  mentkm,  wt  cannot 
omit  Cotton's  Hccount  of  iu  The  Petition  of 
ltd.  de  Hastings,  shewetb,  that  Ralph  de 
Hastiug}^  his  brother,  «bo  w«s  attainted  and 
beheaded  for  high  treason,  in  tbe  dth  year  of 
the  kinje,  died  without  mbut ;  and  prayeth  to 
be  rcstoivd  as  vrdi  to  his  blood,  as  to  all  such 
lands  as  the  said  iRalph  hnd  at  the  time  of  bis 
death,  without  any  further  suit.  Which  peti- 
tion, by  the 'absent  of  the  whole  pari,  vraa 
granted. 

'  A  Subtidif  granted.]  On  the  0th  of  May, 
and  the  last  of  this  pari,  the  Speaker  of  the 
commons  required  the  certain  knowledge  of 
the  counsellors  names;  whereupon  two  "of 
them  were  changrdrf  They  then,  with  th& 
assent  of  the  bps.^  and  lords,  'granted  the  king 
tlie  like  subsidy  as  in  the  9th  of  tliis  reign,  so 
as  express  mention  should  be  made  in  the 
grant,  <  that  it  ua.s  provided  of  their  own 
good  wills;'  whereof  tlicy  gave  «0,000  marks 
to  tlie  king,  to  dispose  of  at  his  pleasure. 
After  which  the  Speaker  recommended  to  die 
king  the  persons  ot  the  queen,  the  prince,  tbe 
lords  Thomas,  John,  and  Humphrey,  tbe 
king's  sons,  and  prayed  their  advancement; 
for  which  the  kins;  thanked  them,  smd  pro* 
mised  satisfiiction  in  this  matter  at  a  proper 
opportunity. 

A  Fart,  lalledj]  Another  pari,  assembled 
at  Westminster,  on  the  2d  of  Nor.  1411.  At 
which  time,  the  commons  being  called  evei^ 
ns  usual,  sir  Tho.  Beauftirt,  anotlier  haU* 
brother  of  tlie  king's,  thai  chancellor,  by 
virtue  of  letters  patji*nt»  there  read  and  en- 
rolled, began,  prorogued,  and  continQcd  tlie 
said  perl,  for  a  week  longer.  At  which  time 
the  said  chancellor,  by  the  king's  commond, 
in  his  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  all  the 
lords  and  commons,  dechired,  **  That  this  pari, 
was  called  for  3  causes :  for  the  cood  govt,  of 
the  realm,  due  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  with  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  seas."  From  these  he  argued,  «  That 
to  the  good  governance  of  the  realm  belonged 
faithful  council  without  flattery,  and  due  obe^ 
dience  without  grudging.  To  tlie  due  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  did  appertain  sincere  keeping 
of  tlie  same,  and  speedy  redress  for  fear  oY 
abuse.  To  the  defence  of  the  realm  there 
needed  their  hearty  willing  relief  to  the  king 
in  his  distress,  with  discreet  and  spcrdy  pro* 
vision ;  for  all  which  cau?e;'  they  were  then 
assembled."  He  added,  "  That  it  was  the 
king's  pleasure  the  church,  with  all  corpora- 
tions and  poi^ns,  should  enjoy  their  wonted 
iibcrtict;  and,  for  expediting  these  matters  he 
desired  the  commons  to  cbuse  a  Speaker,  and 
present  him  the  n«st  day.'' 


would  .have  e%-en  refused  the  supply  for  hisfl^   Sir  T,  Cftaucer  choun  Speaker.]    Accord<- 

ijecessary  occasions,    if  he  had  not  forced        '^' ---i-:-'¥'u-_  ^i 

them  to  itf  by  prolonging  the  session  till  he 
got  his  desire. 

Petition  of'  B4.  de  Haitingi,]  A  matter  of 
more  private  conorm  came  also  before  this 
pari,  which  since  it  bears  respect  to  an  ancient 
and  noble  IWily,  niii.b  we  shall  hereafter 


mgly,  tlie  commons  presented  sir  Tho*.  Chaucer 
once  more  their  Speaker;  whose  excuse  net 
being  allowod,  he  prayed  that  he  mi^ht  speak 
under  the  usual  protestation.  It  was  granted  that 
he  might  spesik  as  others  before  had  done ;  but 
that  *^  the  king  would  have  no  novelties  inutw 
ducody  and  would  enjoy  bi^  prerogative."  Upoi» 
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^aSf  (be  Speaker  desired  a  respito  fbr  3  days 
to  give  his  answer  in  writing,  which  was,  *'  That 
fac  desired  no  ot)ier  protestation  than  what 
other  Speakers  had  made;  and,  that  ii'  he 
ahouid  speal^  any  thin!;  to  the  king's  dii^plear 
sorcy  it  uiij;ht  be  imputed  to  his  own  ignorance 
only,  and  not  to  tlie  body  of  the  commons ;'' 
whicii  the  king  granted. 

A  Supply  granted.]  Then  the  commons,  by 
assent  of  the  bps.  and  lords,  granted  to  the 
king  the  same  subsidy,  as  to  tonnage  and  pound- 
age, as  in  the  two  lost  parliaments ;  so  also 
that  it  might  be  expressed  to  proceed  "  from 
their  own  good- will,  and  not  of  duty,"  They 
also  granted,  that  every  person  possessed  of 
SOL  by  the  year,  a(M)ve  all  charges,  shall  pay 
6ii,  8d.  exqept  lands  purchased  in  Mortmain 
betbrc  th^  20th  of  Edw.  I.  and  lands  purchased 
in  Frank  Ahnoigne  since  the  said  Wth  ve:ir. 
This  is  the  Hjrst  tax  upon  land  that  we  have 
jet  met  with. 

Act /or  regulating  the  Ccin,"]  It  wns  enact- 
ed, "  That  3ie  mint-master  within  the  towf»r 
oif  London,  and  other  mintcrs  within  the  king's 
grant,  may  coin  of  every  pound  of  gold  of  the 
tower  weight  50  nobles ;  and  of  the  same  weight 
ofsilverSUs.  sterling,  during  two  years;  pro- 
vided that  the  said  ^Id  and  silver  be  of  good 
allay  as  the  old  com  was." — About  this  time 
tiio  current  coin  of  the  nation  was  much  de** 
based  by  forcij;n  money  bein^  added  to  it; 
whereupon  a  law  was  made  this  pari,  tor  pro- 
hibiting a  certain  bad  coin,  called  Galley  Half- 
pence, to  pass  current,  as  also  all  foreign  mo- 
ney, as  well  of  Scotland  as  other  nations.  Da- 
niel writes,  that  though  tlie  king  had  no  tax 
gnmted  tliis  pari,  (wc  suppose  lie  moans  no 
lOths  nor  15ths)  yet  he  so  well  managed  the 
Imsiness  of  the  cointige,  that  he  raised  as  ^od 
a  fund  by  it.  For  partly  by  sdaing  the  for- 
feited money,  and  partly  by  coining  new  no- 
bles, which  he  made  a  groat  lighter  than  the 
old,  he  much  enriched  his  own  treiisury. 

i%«  Abp.  of  Cunttrtmrifs  Power  of  vMing 
the  Universitif  confirmed,  hif  Pari,"]  A  church 
a^ir  of  some  conseqnence  aime  before  this 
pari.;  Thomas,  of  Canterbury,  by  a  long  in- 
strument, in  Latin,  shotved,  that  in  the  time 
of  Rd.  If.  the  university  of  Oxford  had  pur- 
chased a  Bull  to  be  clearly  exempt  from  tlie 
visitation  of  the  said  abp.  to  tlie  end  that  they 
might  better  support  hcreticks  ;m(l  lollards ; 
and  that  the  said  king  Rd.  took  order  that  they 
should  still  be  subject  to  the  said  abp.V  vibita^ 
tion,  notwithstanding  the  said  bull.  Yet,  he 
added,  that  in  this  icing's  time  he  had  been 
disturbed  in  his  vi^iication  aforesaid  by  ilickird 
Courtnay,  the  chancellor,*  Bennot  Brett,  and 
John  fiircb,  the  proctors  of  the  said  university; 
and  that  by  their  submission  to  the  kin^s  or- 
der, it  was  by  hjin,  in  chancery,  decreed,  that 
the  whole  uhiversitY  aforesaid,  and  all  orders, 
persons,  and  faculties  in  the  same,  should  be 
rally  subject  to  the  vi^tation  of  the  said  abp. 
and  his  siiocessors,  and  to  his  and  their  officers. 
And  thtit  as  ollen  as  the  said  abp.  or  his  suc- 
cessorny  or  his  or  theiir  oflicers,  should  he  in- 


terrupted by  the  said  diatk^lior,  their  liberties 
should  be  seized  into  the  king^s  hands,  untfl 
the  said  abp.  was  restored  to  Im  right.  Ao<l 
further,  tor  every  time  of  such  interrupt ioo,  the 
chancellor,  or  other  oflicer  of  the  university^ 
should  be  bound  to  pay  to  the  king  lOOOl. — 
All  these  articles  and  orders,  at  the  request  of 
the  said  abp.  were  confirmed  by  the  whole  as- 
sent of  pari.  On  all  which  sir  R.  Cotton  make* 
tliis  remark,  **  That  hence  it  most  manifestly 
appears,  that  even  in  those  days  the  preroga- 
tives of  our  princes  were  nothing  subject  to 
the  pope*s  supremacy.  For,  otherwise,  this 
abp.  tlie  pope'*  adopted  and  foster-son,  would 
not  have  so  sli^it^  the  pope's  buUs^  which  ha 
plainly  took  for  mere  bells  and  baubles." 

On  the  20th  of  Dec  which  was  the  last  daj 
of  this  pari,  the  lords  and  commons,  by  their 
joint  Petition,  seemed  to  lanicnt  that  a  report 
was  spread,  tlmt  the  king  was  oftended  witii 
some  ni'both  houses,  for  matters  done  in  last 
pari. ;  and  they  desired  that  the  king  woidd 
embrace  and  esteem  them  as  his  loyal  subjects; 
which  request  he,  out  of  mere  grace,  granted. 
Then  the  Speaker  again  recommended  to  the 
king  the  persons  of  tne  qnecn,  the  prince,  and 
the  rest  of  the  king's  sons,  pravmg  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  estates ;  for  which  his  mnj. 
returned  them  bis  hearty  thanks.  And  atler 
the  more  private  petitions  of  the  commons 
were  answered,  the  /rhancellor,  by  the  king's 
command,  gave  thanks  to  the  tliree  estates  oi 
the  realm,  and  dissolved  this  pariiament. 

Act  against  Riols,]  Wc  must  not  omit  to 
mention  that  a  statute  was  passed  in  this  pari, 
against  Riots  and  other  Public  AssemblieS| 
whereby  it  was  enacted,  "  That  all  justices  of 
peace  should  have  a  very  strict  eye  upon  the 
subject  to  pre\'ent  all  riotous  meetings,  and 
sheriff  to  be  as  watchful  to  suppress  them; 
which,  if  they  neglected,  they  should  each  of 
them  forfeit  100 1,  for  every  such  oOfence* 
However,  we  find  in  the  Public  Acts  a  general 
pardon,  or  act  of  grace,  not  mentioned  by  the 
Abridger  of  theRecords,which|mnst  have  passed 
in  this  session  of  pari,  though  it  is  datea  Dec 
92,  or  two  days  afbr  the  dissolution  of  it 
The  king's  writ  or  procUmation  of  the  act,  was 
sent  to  all  the  sheriffs  in  England ;  and  there 
are  but  two  exceptions,  vii.  Owen  Giendonr 
and  TIk)s.  de  Trumnyngton,  with  their  adhor 
rents,  included.  Tnis  seems  to  be  a  very  sea- 
sonable Act  of  Orace,  both  for  the  king  and 
his  subjects;  since,  as  he  shewed  mercy  to 
them,  he  had  the  better  title  to  expect  it  hnn- 
self,  from  the  king  of  kings,  before  whom  he 
wiifi  shortly  to  appear.  For  very  soon  after 
Henry  was  ^ixed  with  a  distenvper,  which,  in 
three  months  time,  brought  him  to  his  end ; 
dying  March  the  «Oth,  11 13,  in  die  46th  year 
o^his  Age,  and  the  13th  of  hjs  reign. 

Ta  ce$  in  the  Heign  of  Henrif  JF: 

In  his  1st  year  there  was  granted  to  him  50s. 
on  every  sack  of  wool  from  denizens  ;  and  4 
pounds  from  aliens  for  8  years:  also  a  lOrli 
and  a  liith. — In  his  8nd  year,  a  siihs\dy  was 
grante4  of  ope  10th,  and  cue '  l^iith,  it,  o^ 
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every  tuo  of  wine,  and  8d.  in  the  pound  on 
merclinndize. — In  his4th'ye%r  there  was  grant- 
ed to  tlie  king,  tiic  usual  ftub»i<ly  on  wook, 
vool-feUs  and  ^ijis,  tor  3  yoara ;  also  3.h.  on 
every  tun  ot'  wine,  and  12d.  in  ihc  pound  on 
mcrcliaudlze,  besides  a  10th  ami  a  Idth. — ; 
in  liis  5 til  year  there  was  a  tax  ol  tOa,  on  every 
l^night^  I'ec,  and  20d.  of  cv^ry  one  that  had 
20  pounds  lands  a  year,  and  Is.  in  llic  pound 
for  money  or  gooil>,  and  so  upwards  accmtiiuj; 
to  tliat  rate.  But  the  record  of  this  suhsiily 
yifOii  buwit  by  order  of  the  pari,  that  granted  it. 
— in  his  (>th  year  he  had  two  lOtliS  and  two 
l.ithtt,  al&o  the  subbidy  on  wooU,  wool-fells, 
and  skins ;  that  is,  of  every  denizen,  for  each 
sack  of  wool  43&.  4d.  for  every  240  wool-lclls 
the  like  sum,  and  fur  €\4'ry  last  of  bkins  5 
pounds ;  of  aliens  Kh*.  more,  to  subsist  for  two 
years;  3*^.  on  c\ery  tuu  of  x\iiic,  im'porieti  or 
exported,  and  I'^d.  in  the  pound  on  nicrchati- 
due. — In  his  Mh  year,  there  was  panted  a 
subsidy  of  one  10th,  and  ouo  loth,  besidej>  the 
usual  i;rant  upon  wools. — In  his  9tli  year,  be 
had  onelOtliand  a  half,  with  the  bamc  subsidy 
as  in  the  bn»t  pari,  fur  2  years. — In  his  11th 
year,  the  same  tax  was  granu'd ;  and,  in  his 
•V.  13th  year,  it  was  again  repeated,  with  tlie  ad- 
dition of  6s.  iki^  upon  every  owner  oi'  lands  of 
HOl.  a  year  clciur  estate.  ^ 

}*ne6  of  PravUions  in  the  Reign  of  Heart/  IV, 
In  1401,  wheat  very  dear,  at  16s.  the  quar- 
ter.— In  1407,  a  cow  was  sold  for  7s.  and  her 
calf  for  Is.  8^.  Five  busheb  and  a  half  of  salt 
for  3s.  4\i\,  Two  bushels  of  wheat  for  lOd. 
A  thresher  for  a  d.iy*s  labour  2d.  An  ox  sold 
for  13s.  4d.  A  new  plough  lOd.  For  11 
bushels  of  sowing  wheat  5s.  10 Jd.  For  18 
bushels  of  sowing  oats  4s,  6d.  For  a  dung- 
cart  and  all  materials  Is.  ^d.  For  a  pair  of 
cart-wheels  3s.  2d.  See  Fabian's  Chronicle. 
Kennctt^s  Parochial  Antiq.  Fleetwood's  Chro- 
nicon  Pretiosuin. 

Act$  passed  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV, 
.  1  Hen.  XV. — 1.  Confirmation  of  all  Charters, 
and  of  all  Liberties  of  the  Church,  and  Sta- 
tutes heretofore  made  and  not  repealed.  2. 
For  the  safeguard  of  tliem  which  came  in  with 
ling  Hen.  IV,  3,  Repeal  of  the  Parliament 
in  the  31st  year  of  king  Rich.  II.  4.  Confir- 
'  mation  of  tlie  Parliament  holden  in  tlie  1 1th 
year  of  king  Rich.  ll.  6.  For  restitution  of 
those  which  were  attainted  in  the  21bt  year  of 
Rich.  II.  6.  -Touching  letters  patents  to  be 
made  by  the  king^  7.  Touching. hveries,  8. 
For  relief,  of  them  that  lie  put  out  of"  their 
lands  by  suggestion  made  to  tlie  king.  9.  Con- 
finnatioa  ofsales  of  forfeitures  made  by  great 
officers  of  king  Rich.  IT.  10.  Touching  ot- 
£pnces  made  treason  in  the  2 1st  year  of  king 
Rich.  IL  11.  How  far  sherills  shall  be  charg- 
ed with  the  ancient  ferms  of  the  countv.  12. 
Confirmation  of  divei^s  statutes,  made  for  pul- 
ling down  of.  wears.  13.  Customers,  control- 
lers, searchers,  c^c.  shall  abide  in  their  oiHces 
during  the  king's  pleasure.  14.  Touching  the 
determination  of  appeals.  ,15.  For  redress  of 
cu'iar»  and  mispriaiom  In  govcrniucut  in  the 

/ 


city  of  London.  16.  That  Londoners  be  free 
of  packing  of  cloths.  17.  Aliens  victuallers 
shall  Iw  free  to  buy  and  sell.  18.^  Touching 
process  ajjainst  snch  of  the  county  of  Chester^ 
which  commit  felony  in  mnotbcr  shire.  19, 
Touchhig  the  duty  upon* cloths.-  50.  The  king's 
pardon.  •       .    .     • 

2  Ikn.  IV. — 1.  Cortfirmation  of-  Statutes 
and  Liliertirs.  2.  AncK'poiitionofthe  statute 
of  1  Hen.  IV..  cap.  6:  concerning  gifts  and 
grants  to  be  made'  by  the  -king.  3,  Against 
proviikions  made  by  tlie  court  of  Komel  4.  Pro* 
hibiiing  religious- i^ersons  to  purchase  bulls  fronr^ 
Rome.  5.  ^\ gainst  the  carnage  of  money  out 
of  the  realm.  6.  Flemish  and-S^otti^h  money 
shall  be  turned  itito* bullion.  7.  Toucbiog  non- 
suit* after  verdict  against  rhe  plaintiff.  8.  The 
fee  of  the  cyrographer  of  tike  com.non  pleas 
for  a  iiae  levied.  9.  For  discharge  of  cora-» 
missions  awarded  in  the  time  of  king  Richard. 
10.  For  fees  of  the  clerk  of  the  crown  of  the 
kind's  bench.  11.  Touching  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  admiral  court.  12.  Welchmon  shall  <iat 
purchase  lands,  nor  bear  oAice.  13.  The  pai^ 
don  made  the  2l5t  of  king  Rich,  conhrmed, 
14.  For  purveyors.  15.  The  orthodoxy  of  t  ho 
fai'h  of  the  church  of  Englaud  asserted,  a ncj 
provision  made  agaia^-t-  the  oppugners  of  the 
same;  with  thc^nnidiraent  of  heretics.  16. 
For.  the  punishment  of  tljefts  and  other  disor- 
ders of  Welshmen.  47.  For  the  present  exe- 
cution of  Welshmen  committing  felonies  ia 
England.  18.  For  kefpiuj;  guards  in  the  cas-n 
ties  in  Wales.  19.  Touching  Englishmen  con- 
vict by  Wel-hmen  in  Wales.  20.  That  Welsh-* 
men  *hali  not"purchasc  lands  in  England.  21. 
Touching-  liveries.  52.  Touching  suits^  con- 
trary to  the  statute  11th  Rlich.  II.  23.  For 
threes  of  the  marshal  of  the  mair^alsey  of 
the  king's  house.  24.  For  discharge  of  pro-r 
cess  made  against  tliem  that  were  in  the  king's 
wage.\  with  the  duke  of  York,  23  Rich:  II. 

4  Hen.  IV. — Confirmation  of  the  Liberties 
of  the  Church,  find  of-  Cities,  Boroughs,  and 
Towns  franchised,  of  the  Great  Charter,  and 
the  Clmrtcr  of  the  Forest.  2.  The  words  </wi- 
diatores  viarum  et  depopulatores  agrornm,  shall 
not  be  put  in  any  indictments,  &c.  3.  Touch-? 
ing  clerks  convict.  4.  The  king  shall  not  grant 
rc\enues  of  the  crown  without  deliberation. 
5.  That  the  sheriffs  be  resident  wit  bin  their 
baihwicks.  6.  For  sealing  of  clotlis.  7.  Touch-, 
ing  actions  against  the  takeis  of  the  profits  of 
lands.  8.  In  what  cases  a  special  assize  is 
maintainable  against  a  desseisor  with  foi-cc. 
9.  For  discharge  of  comrpissiouers  distrained 
to  return  commissions.  10.  For  coining  of 
halfpence  vmd  farlliings.  11,  For  grantin5 
commi!*sions  for  pulling  down  wears  and  kid- 
dels.  12.  In  appropriation  of  churches  tliere 
shall  be  provision  made  for  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  and  the  vicar.  13.  Connrmation  of 
the  statutes,  1  E.  IQ.  c.  5.  and  25  E.  HI.  c.  8. 
touching  senice  in  war.  14.  For  retaining 
labourers.  15.  That  merchants  aliens  bestow 
the  money  which  they  receive  within  th^i 
rcalm^  upon  merchandizes  of  the  rcalq^.    16k 
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Agaias^  cacriage  of  money  or  plate  outs  of  the 
reulm.  17.  lii^cs  nut  to  be  received  into 
the  ord^  of  friai*3,  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents. .  18.  For  punishment  oi'  an  attorney 
found  in  default.  19.  I>i.o  olticer  o(  a  lord  uf 
a  franciiise  sliuU  be  an .  attoritey  in  the  bame. 
20.  For  custoiaers  and  couiptroUers  to  be  re- 
sjilent  upon  their  olhces.  21.  For.  the  otiice 
of  searciera,  and  that  they  execute  tlwir 
places  in  person. .  22.  For  remedy  of  incum- 
bents put  out  by  the  king's  presentees.  543. 
i\|;aiubt  examination  of  judgments  given  in.  the 
kiiigfs  coiirts.  2^.  Touching  Aulnage  of  clotlis. 
ai.  Touching,  ho&teliers  and  victuaUei*s.  20. 
Thut  Eugtishmen  be  not  convict  by  M'clsli- 
Sien,  nor  marry  with  Welbh  women.  27.  There 
s'lali  be.no  wasters,  vagabonds,. i^c.  in  Wales. 
528.  Against  coni^regations  of  Wekhmen.  291 
Against .  bearing  armour  in  VVales;  30. 
Against  sending  aiinour  or  victuals  into  Wales. 
31.  That  Welslimen  have  not  the  keeping  of 
any  fortresses  or  castles  ii\  Wales.  32.  \Velsh- 
nten  shall  not  bear  certahi  othces  in  Wales. 
S3.  Castks  and  walled  towns  .in  Wales  shall 
be  kept  by  Knglishm^n.  34.  EngUshmen  mai'- 
ried  to  Wclnh  womtjn  shall  bear  Jio  ottice  in 
Wales.  .  S3.  Concerning  tamiors  and  bhoc- 
uukers. 

5  Hen.  IV.-r-l,  For  the  forfeitures  .of  the 
lands  of  sir  Henry  and  sir  Tlios.  i*iercie,  and 
4>ther  traitors.  2.  Joucliing  chartei^,  of'  par-, 
don  to  be  cranted  to  approvers.  3.  For  wnuU 
to.  be  kept  upon  the  sea  coasts.  4.  -Multipli- 
cktion  ot  gold  or  silver  made  felony.  5.  Cut- 
ting out  of  tongues,  and  putting»out  tlic.cyes 
of  the  king's  sulijects,  made  felony.  6.  'Ibe 
penalty  for  making  as.sault  upon  any  servant  of 
a  knight  in  p^rl.  .7.For4:he  well  intrcating 
ofmerchtfnt  strange i*s.  8.  In  what  cases  the 
detendant  may  be  allowed  to  wage  liis  law,  or 
ple*id  to.  an  inquest.  -9.  For  keeping  pf  gold 
aud  silvfl^r  within  the  realm.  10.  'l^hat  justices 
of  tlic  ]>eace  imprison  men  in  tlie  counnon 
gaols  only.  -H*  For  paying  of  tithes  by  far- 
mers of  alien  laivls,  altliongh  ihc  lands  be 
seized  in  the  king's  bands.  .  12.  Execution 
may  be  awarded  upoit.  a  statute  mercliant, 
atler  it  is  once  shewed  in  court.  13.  What 
tltings  may  ^be  gilded.  14.  For  inroUing  of 
writs,  whereupon  fines  arc  leWed.  15.  The 
king's  pardon. 

.  ($  Hen.  IV. — 1.  Touching  fiiut  fruits  of  bi- 
shoprickd^  2.  Touching  letters  patents  to  be 
made  to  the  queen  and  tlie  king's  sons.  3. 
Commissions  shall  be  sent- ta  inquire  of  the - 
accompts  of  sherifts  ».nd  other  ofticcrs.  4. 
Touclnng  the  selUug  merpVndizcs  by  mer- 
chants aiieus.    ..  *  ■     « .  ,    , 

7  lien.  IV.^-1.  Confirmation  of  Liberties 
and  Statutes  not  repealed.  2.  For  e8tal)lish- 
ing  die  inhcntance  of.  the  crown.  3.  The 
rolls  of  estreats  shall  bo  miide  certain.  4.  A- 
gainst  gftolers  suffering  prisoners  to  .escape. 
5.'  For  tlie  forfeiture  of  tlie  lands  of  the  earl 
of  Nortlmmbcrland  and  tlie  lord  Bardolfe,  at- 
tainted of  treason.  6.  Against  purchasing  bulls 
to  be  discharged  of  tithes.    7.  For  the  true 


makhig  «of  arrow  -heads..  8.  Agaihst  pardons 
to  benehces ,  full  of-  an  incumbent.  9.  Cloths 
and  merchandizes  may  be  Js>old  in  gross,  an 
well  to  any  of  tlie  king's  subjects,  asto.th« 
citizens  of  XiOndon.  10.  For  the  measare  o£ 
woollen  cloth.s.  11.  Conuni  ^ioners  shall  bo 
discharge*!  by  theii-  oaths  trom  certifyiHg  oi* 
commissions.  12.  For  the  forl'eiture  of  th© 
lands  of  J6hn  earl  of  Salisbury  and  sir  Tho. 
lilunt,  and  others,  attainted  of  treason.  13.p 
Impotent  persons,  that  be  outlawed,  may  make 
attornies.  14.  Concerning  livery  and  retain- 
ers.  15.  The  manner  of  the  election  of  knights 
of  shires  for  the  pari.  16.  Touching  paynieitt 
of  annuities  granted  to  the  king's  scnauts. 
17.  For  taking  of  apprentices.  .  18.  An  in- 
demnity for  the  suppressing  the  late  riots. 

9  Hen.  4. — 1.  Confirmation  of  Lil^rdes  an4 
Statutes  not  repealed.  2.  Toucliing-  the  seal- 
ing of  Kendal  cloth..  3.  Touching  felonies  ia 
Suutli  Wales.  4.  Toucliing  disclaimer  in  felo- 
nies in  Wales.  .5.  llemedy  where  -lords  of 
ancient  demesnes,  or  mayor  or  bailids  of  li- 
berties, be  named  disscisers,  to  take  away  their 
franchise.  0.  Repeal  of  a  statute  made 
7  Hen.  IV.  c.  10.  touching  the  lengtli  and 
breadth  of  cloths..  7.  Goods  shall  be  charge- 
able for  tJ»e  payment  of  the  quintyine,.  where* 
.they,  were  at  tl»e  time  when  the.  same  was 
granted.  8.  For  free  clectiqiis,  and  against 
transportation  of  nionev. '  9.  Elections  to 
s({irLtual  promotions  shall  be  free,  and  not  in- 
terrupted by  the  pope  or  the  king.  10.  A 
pardon  granted  by  the  king  to,  all  that  have, 
purchased  provisions  or  translations  to  krch- 
bibhopricks,- 6:c.  i 

11  Hen.  IV. — 1.  The  penalty  on  a  sheriff 
for  nuiking  an  untrue  return  of  the  election  of 
Uie  .knight*  of  pari.  2.  No  common  hostler 
shall  be   customer,  comptroller,  or  searcher, 

3.  Xou^^J^**'?  **"*<^"^"^"^  ^*'r^^^*  **^^^f  Jw^Jf- 
ment.  4.  /Vgaiiist  labom-ers  using  unlawful 
games.  5.  For  the  abolishing  of  galley  lialt- 
pence.  6.  Touching  the  Aulnage  of  cloth>. 
7.  Merchaat  stran-^ei-s  shall  pay,  custom  for 
cloths  cut  in  sum  11 -pieces.  8.  Touching  ex-, 
changes  of  money  by  merchants.  9.  Au;iinst 
taking  inquests  npt  retunied  by  the  slierilf. 

13  lien.  IV  .-^1.  Conhrmaiion  of  Liberties 
and  Stiitutcs  not  repealed.  2,  Touching-  jus- 
stices  of  assise  and- gaol-deh very.  :3.  Con- 
finnation  of  statutes  made  against  li^x^rios  and 
retainers.  4.  Coniinnatiou  of  statutes  touch- 
ing aulnage  luid  measuring  of  cloths. .  5.  Cus- 
tomei-s  and  otlier  officers  to  be  resident  Hpon- 
their  ollices.  ().  Abolishmg  of  gaUey  halt^ 
})encc.  7.  JuaticeSt  of  the  peace  and- sheiiiHi' 
to  aiTest  such  as  conunit  riots  or  routs,  and, to 
inquire  of  tliem  and  rccoixj  their  o^ences.  ,  ■ 
_  ♦  '^   , 

'        ***       » 

m*  HkNIIY    V.      . 

Henry  V.  bes^an  his  reign  March  20,  1413,. 
the  day  of  his  father's,  death,  and  was  pn>- 
claim<!d  on  tlie  next,  with  the  usual  ceren.o- 
nies.  We  are  told  by  Wakinghain,  a  cottnn- 
porar)'  hktqriau,  aud  an  ancient  manuscript 
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cl^ronicle  of  this  kWs  life,  that  the  late  king 
bad  summoned  a  pari,  to  meet  at  Westminster, 
March  the  94th  this  year,  \%  liich  was  four  days 
after  he  died.    That  being  met  accordingijf, 
the^  gave  an  extraordinary  testimony  of  their 
entire  conHdencd  in  the  new  king,  by  an  ad- 
ilress  to  htm  troni  both  houses,  wherein  they 
offered  to  swear  alic^ancc  to  him  before  he 
was  cnMvned,  or  had  taken  the  customary 
oath  to  govern  accordin|^  to  tlie  laws.    The 
i^ng  gave  them  thanks  ibr  their  good  affec- 
tions to  him,  and  exb(uted  them  to  employ  all 
their  power  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  m  their 
several  places  and  stations*    He  told  them, 
*^  That  lie  began  his  reign  b^  pardoning  all 
that  had  offended  him ;  and,  with  a  sincere  dc- 
•ign  for  hiii  people's  happiness,  said,  that  he 
would  be  crowned  on  no  other  condition,  thim 
to  make  use  of  all  his  authority  to  promote  it. 
And  prayed  to  God,  that  if  he  foresaw  he  was 
like  to  prove  any  other  than  a  just  and  good 
king,  be  would  please  to  take  him  iomiediately 
out  of  the  world,  rather  than  seat  him  on  the 
dirooe,  to  be  a  public  calamity  to  his  people/* 
A  ParL  cuUed,]    Dugdale  has  given  us  the 
form  of  a  writ  directed  to  Thomas  abp.  of 
Canterbury,  dated  March  22,  1413,  for  calling 
of  a  pari.    The  reasons  given  in  the  said  writ 
of  summons  were  these,  '*  That  tlie  king,  hy 
the  advice  of  his  council,  had  determined  to 
hold  a  pari.  3  weeks  after  Easter  next  follow- 
ing, in  order  to  consult  and  treat  with  the  bps. 
and  othcir  prelates,  the  lords  and  commons, 
concerning  the  state  and  safety  of  the  nation. 
The  abp.  was  therefore  commanded,  as  he  had 
lyiy  regwd  to  the  king^s  honour,  or  the  safety 
and  defence  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  present  at 
the  ses5ion«,  and  to  give  notice,  to  the  prior 
and  chapter  of  tlie  church  of  Canterbury,  to 
the  archdeacons  and  all  the  clergy  oi  that  dio- 
cese, that  the  prior  and  archdeacons  should 
come  in  their  own  persons  to  pari,  and  that  the 
chapter  should  send  thither  one  fit  proctor,  and 
thdidergy  two  distinctly  appointed,  with  power 
to  cousent  to  what  should  be  enacted  by  the 
geperal  council  of  the  nation/'    The  like  writs 
were  directed  to  other  bps.  abbots,  and  priors, 
to  Win.  Gascoign  lord  chief  justice,  to  Edw. 
de  Courtenay  curl  of  Devonshife,  and  others 
of  the  nobility. 

pn  the  da^  app^iinted,  May  15,  the  pari. 
met  at  Westminster;  when  the  aing,  sitting  on 
bis  throve,  and  the  other  estates  of  the  reidm 
attending,  the  bp.  of  Winchester,  tl>e  king's 
uncle,  and  lord  chanc.  modc'a  speech  to  them, 
whereio  he  first  declarc<i,  '<  that' this  pari,  was 
called^  in  order  that  the  churcli,  with  all  cor- 
]Kmitions  and  persons,  should  enjoy  their  ac- 
customed Uberties,  und  also  for  a  general  con- 
•ultation.''  Tlie  Latin  sentence  h£  chose  for 
his  theme  was,  Ante  omne  actum  consiliu/ti  sta» 
Uiirc :  he  told  them,  "  that  the  king  desired 
to  consult  with  them  on  several  a«;count8,  for 
the  competent  support  of  liis  royal  dignity; 


effectually  go  about  these  weighty  matters,  ha 
urged  the  commons  to  choose  their  Speaker, 
and  present  him  the  next  day  to  tlie  king.*' 

W.  StourtOHy  Esq,  chosen  Speakerjy  Then 
the  receivers  and  triers  of  petitions  ^ver«  ap* 
pointed ;  and  t^  day  after,  the  commons  pre- 
sented William  Stourton,  esq.  wlio  was  al- 
lowed.— May  23,  the  commons  came  before 
the  king  and  lords,  when  their  Speaker  de-' 
clared  to  his  maj.  tliat  in  the  time  of  liis  fk- 
ther,  many  fair  promises  were  made  for  the 
obscn^ation  of  the  laws,  but  nothing  done  in 
them;  whereupon  he  prayed  the  king  for  the 
due  execution  of  them ;  and  particul^y  men- 
tioned a  late  riot  against  the  anbot  of  Cirences- 
ter,'^vhich  he  dcsii^  miglit  be  punished.  Tha 
Speaker  was  commanded  to  exhibit  the  same 
in  writing,  that  the  king  might  the  better  con* 
sider  of  it. — May  25,  John  Dorewood,  esq. 
and  others  of  the  Commons,  deUvered  to  his 
maj.  a  scheme  for  providing  for  the  defence  of 
Ireland,  tlic  marshes  of  Wales,  and  of  Scot- 
land, of  Calais,  the  dutchy  of  Gnienne,  for 
safe  guarding  the  seas,  for  furnishing  out  a 
fleet,  and  for  raising  sufficient  forces  to  repel 
any  invasion. 

June  5,  the  commons  again  attended  the 
king  in  the  house  of  lords;  and  tlieir  Speaker 
being  rendered  by  sickness  unable  to  serve, 
thev  presented  the  said  John  Dorewood,  who 
haci  the  king*s  approbation. 

The  King  pays  his  J'^athei's  Debts,]  And 
wliereas  annuities  were  to  be  paid  to  several 
persons  by  letters  patent,  it  n^  enacted, 
"  thr.t  tlie  king,  for  th]p  support  of  his  charges, 
should  ycariv  receive  10,000/.  and  th&  remain- 
der should  Le  paid  according  to  the  raty.*^ 
And  whereas  Henry  V.  had  by  his  lost  will 
given  all  liis  goods  and  chattels  to  disicharge 
his  debts,  and  for  the  payment  of  certain  lega- 
cies; and  had  made  Henry  abp.  of  York,  Tho. 
bp.  of  Durham,  Jolin  Pelham,  ligl».  Waterton> 
and  Jolin  Laventhorp,  executors;  and  had  ap*. 
pointed  the  king  ana  abp.  to  be  overseers  of 
this  testament;  but  tlio  goodi^  failing  sliort,  tli^ 
abp.  of  Canterbury,  as  ordinary,  ought  to  have 
the  administration  of  the  said  goods  and  chat* 
tels :  therefore,  tliat  they  might  not  he  put  up 
to  common  sale,  the  king  took  possession  of 
them,  and  granted  the  sum  of  25,000  marks, 
the  value  of  these  goods,  to  he  paid  out  of  the 
wardrobe  in  $  years  to  the  executors,  and  dis* 
charged  them  of  all  executions  by  the  same 
will,  which  sl^mld  bo  over  and  above  the  last- 
mentioned  siim. — ^The  Commons  petitioned 
the  king,  <<  that  the  sutute  made -in  the  fifth 
year  of  Henry  IV.  for  the  regulation  of  AGens^ 
might  be  observed.'*-  Which  the  king  granted,- 
saving  his  prerogative.-- The  OMnmons,  with 
the  assent  of  tlie  hishops  and  lords,  granted  to 
the  king  the  like  subsidy  on  staple-warvv  tun* 
nage,  and  poundage,  tor  4  years,  as  thef  had 
given  to  his  father  in  the  ISth  year  of  hit 
reign. 
Act    against  Prcvi^tfrs  from    Rome   tiitf 


die  due  execution  of  good  laws  and  govt,  of!      

the  nation ;  the  encountgiug  his  allies  a«d  sub-  [for  call    In  the  25th  year  of  Edw*  HI.  an  act 
dbing  his  enemies.  And; -that  they  tnight  more  \  had  been  lAade  fos  maiuiatniog  the  right  of 
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the  English  kings  to  confer  ecclesiastical  pre- 
flprments  and  benefices :  it  was  reinforced  aad 
<M>utirmed  aftei'wards  by  tuo  others,  one  made 
in  tlie  13th  of  Rich.  II.  the  other  to  the  same 
effect  in  the  2iid  of  Henry  IV'.  forbidding  all 
persons  to  accept  any  vacant  bishoprics,  or 
other  chnrch  benefices,  from  tlie  popes  of 
Rome,  or  any  other  th:in  tiie  king,  unqer  pe- 
nalty of  bimishment,  and  forfeiture  of  lands 
and  ^oods  to  the  crown.  And  now  by  tliis 
pari.  It  was  enacted,  '^  that  all  these  statutes 
made  against  Prqvi^ors  from  Rome  should  be 
strictly  observed." 

I'etUions  of  the  Commons.^  Tlic  commons 
presented  a  large  complaint  of  the  many  op- 
pressions with  which  tlie  ordinaries  ;ig£;rievcd 
the  people  in  the  proving  of  Wills,  and  tlic 
like;  and  oi'  the  abuses  tliey  committed  by 
punishing  Fornication  and  Adultery  with  pe- 
cuniary penance;  and  petitioned  tlie  king, 
that  these  grievances  mi^ht  be  redressed; 
whose  an:Jwer  was,  **  that  ne  would  give  or- 
ders to  the  bps.  to  rectify  them;  and  if  they 
neglected  it  he  would  do  it  himself." — ^Ihcy 
likewise  petitioned,  that  costs  miglit  be  al- 
lowed to  the  knights  and  burgesses  summoned 
to  pari,  in  the  I4ih  year  of  Henry  IV.  though 
nothing  wus  done  in  that  sesfcion.  llic  king 
rephcd,  *'  that  if  upon  view  of  the  records  any 
the  like  precedents  could  be  found,  allowance 
of  their  fees  should  be  made."' — They  also  pe- 
titioned, that  the  Grounds  set  out  by  the  Per- 
ambulations of  Edward  HI.  miaht  be  entirely 
disforested.  To  which*the  king  answered, 
"  that  such  as  had  just  complaints  against  the 
charters  of  the  forest  should  be  heard.'*— And 
when  the  commons  farther  asked  of  the  king 
a  declaration  for  sq  re  barging  of  sheriffs,  and 
petitioned  that  they  might  be  allowed  upon 
their  oatlis  in  the  exchequer;  he  promised, 
**  tha(t  upon  the  sheriffs  coming  before  the 
council  and  th^  barons  of  the  exchequer,  they 
should  find  remedy." — ^lo  another  petition, 
desiring  that  na  barge,  slnp,  boat,  or  other 
vessel,  going  on  any  n\er,  be  taken  for  a  deo- 
dand,  if  a  person  accidentally  falling  out  of  it 
be  drownea;  the  king  replied,  **  that  he  would 
take  advice  about  it." — The  like  answer  he 
returned  to  a  Petition  offered  in  favour  of 
merchants,  that  they  might  freely  bring  into 
the  nation  their  goods  of  Arras,  and  all  other 
merchandize  but  tliat  of  the  staple;  and  pay- 
ing their  due  customs,  might  ?ell  the  same  as 
they  pleased  to  all  men,  the  Genoa  merchants 
exceptefl. 

Several  Acts  passed/or  the  benefit  of  the  Na- 
tion.]  In  this  pari,  inany  laws  were  enacted 
to  render,  tlie  nation  rich,  flourishing,  and 
prosperous.  It  was  enacted,  "  That  all  Aliens 
should  depart  the  kingdom ;  and  that  all  such 
merchants  aliens  as  remained  should  live  in 
English  families,  on  pain  of  imprisonment  at 
the  king's  will ;  also  -that  all  the  Livings  of 
Priors  ^ens  (besides  some  which  they  ex- 
cepted) shouUl  be  seized  for  tlie  king's  use." — 
By  another  act  it  was  ordained,  "  T^jat  every 
Juror  in  flU  Inquisitions  should  be  questioned 
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upon  his  oath,  whether  he,  or*  any  other,  had 
received  any  thing  for  his  use,  as  to  tlie  pro- 
cess of  the  business;  and  that  upon  conviction 
by  liis  oath  he  should  be  tried." — An  act  was 
made  about  the  Eieqtion  of  persons  to  serve 
in  pari.;  by  which  it  was  appointed,  "that 
none  should  be  chosen  knights  of  the  shire 
who  were  not  resident  in  the  county  on  the 
day  when  the  writ  of  summon^  was  dated; 
nor  any  be  chosen  burgesses,  but  such  as  were 
citizens  or  townsmen  and  freemen,  dwelling  in 
the  cities  and  to\\  ns  where  they  were  elected." 
— Another  act  passed  to  enforce  the  observing 
of  some  former  statutes  about  the  removing  or 
straithig  wears,  mills,  sianks,  stales,  and  ky- 
dels,  which  were  a  nuisance  to  the  rivers. —  ^ 
Another  against  the  Forgers  of  false  deeds,  ' 
ordaining,  **  That  the  aggrieved  party  should 
have  his  suit,  and  recover  damages ;  and  that 
the  person  convict  should  make  line  and  ran- 
som at  tlie  king's  pleasure." — By  another,  prt>- 
vision  was  made  against  the  abuses  that  arose 
from  the  continuance  of  the  officers  of  Sheriflfis, 
sucli  as  under-sheriffe,  clerks,  receivers,  and 
bailiffs,  in  tlieir  places,  from  year  to  year,  or 
from  their  intercliangcable  removal  out  of  onp 
office  into  another.  It  was  enacted  therefore* 
"  That  those  who  should  be  Bailifft  or  Sherifls 
for  one  year  should  bear  no  such  office  for  3 
years  following,  excepting  baihffs  of  sheriflGi, 
which  are  inheritc  in  their  office ;  and  that  no 
under-sheriff;  sheriff's  clerk,  receiver,  or  bailiff", 
should  be  attorney  in  any  of  the  kuig's  courts 
di^ring  their  being  in  any  such  office."--By  an* 
other  art  it  was  ordained,  "  That  in  every 
original  Writ  of  Actions  personal,  appeals,  and 
indictments,  additions  should  be  made  qf  the 
estate,  or  degree,  or  mystery  of  the  persons, 
and  of  tlie  counties  and  towns  where  they 
dvvelt."— -And  whereas  the  friends  and  kindred 
of  those  rebels  that  were  slain  in  the  late  com- 
motions in  Wales,  in  the  former  reign,  endea- 
voured to  revenge  their  blood  by  quarrels  and 
insults  on  the  kin&'s  faithful  subjects,  by  indict- 
ments, or  impeachments,  or  threatcnioga  ot 
vengeance.  It  was  therefore  ordained  by  an- 
other statute,  "  That  no  «uch  quarrel,  action, 
or  demand  be  made,  on  penalty  of  paying  to 
the  injured  person  treble  damages,  and  of  twa 
years  imprisonment  after  the  conviction.'*— 
There  were  complaints  also  of  neglect  in  exe- 
cuting the  law  made  in  the  13th  Rich.  II.  for- 
bidding any  Alien  Frenchman  to  have  or  en- 
joy any  benefice  within  this  nation,  and  re- 
quiring tlieir  departure  out  of  the  nation  by  a 
certain  time  limited;  and  that  when  any  be- 
nefices became  vacant  by  the  departure  or 
death  of  the  priors,  aliens,  or  others.  English- 
men should  be  put  in.  Tlie  commons  repre- 
sented, "  that  contrary  to  this  act,  Aiien 
Frenchmen  did  purchase  the  king's  letters  pa- 
tents to  be  denizens,  that  they  might  enjoy  the 
benefices  which  they  did  accordingly  possess, 
to  the  great  damage  of  the  kingdom,  by  carry- 
ing away  its  treasure,  and  betraying  the  king's 
counsel  to  Iris  enemies."  The  king  consider- 
ing these  mischiefs,  passed  an  act  to  enjoin  ^he 
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strict  observance  and  execution  of  the  former; 
also  for  clearing  tlie  nation  of  these  'Prioi-s 
Aliens,  those  who  were  conventual,  and  those 
^vho  had  institution  and  induction,  only  cx- 
eeplcd,  on  condition  that  they  be  catholic,  and 
iiud  surety  not  to  disclose  the  counsels  and  se- 
crets of  the  realm. — Great  disturbances  were 
produced  by  the  coming;  oxer  into  England  of 
consitlerabre  numbers  of  Irishmen,  and  beg- 
ging priests,  who  were  called  Chamber-Dea- 
cons: therefore,  for  tlie  establishment  of  the 
quiet  here,  and  to  re-people  that  forsaken 
kingdom,  it  was  ordered  by  pari.  "  that  they 
should  depart  before  the  1st  of  Nov.  on  for- 
feiture of  their  goods,  and  imprisonment  at 
tlie  kinj>*s  pleasure." — There  was  another 
complaint  exhibited,  "  that  whereas  all  the 
revenues,  profits,  fishing  customs  of  the  town 
and  marches  of  Calais  had  been  appointed  by 
Kdw.  III.  and  Rich.  II.  to  be  levied  by  the 
treasurer  of  Calais,  to  satisfy  the  charges  ne- 
cessary for  its  defence,  these  revenues  had 
been  diverted  from  their  intended  use  in  the 
foiiner  reign,  and  bestowed  by  letters  patents 
on  several  captains  and  other  persons."  An 
act  was  passed  to  revoke  all  these  patents  and 
fjrants,  and  to  appropriate  the  revenues  and 
profits  of  that  town  to  their  first  purpose. 

The  Clcr^  stir  up  the  King  t^  prosecute  sir 
X.  Oldcaatle  as  a  Favourer  of  the  Loiiurds.] 
Whilst  the  pari,  sat  at  Westminster,  the  con- 
vocation of  the  Clergy,  according  to  the  usual 
ciL"»tom  of  those  times,  was  a^^embled  at  st. 
raul's.     Tho!».  Amndel,  abp.  of  Canterbury, 
heiug  sensiWe  how  zealous  the  king  was  for 
the  ckorch,  thought  this  the  fittest  opportunity 
to  root  out  those  heretical  doctrines,  which  had 
long  been  a  grievous  tliorn  in  the  sides  of  the 
clei-gv.     He  hoped  that  the  king's  youth  and 
natural  courage,  concurring  with  Ins  religious 
inclination,  w  onld  more  earnestly  engage  him 
iii  a  work,  by  which  he  might  merit,  at  once, 
buth  the   fi^vour  of  God  and  of  his   deoplc. 
By  tlic  help  of  12  inquisitors,  which  the  pre- 
late had  sent  out  the  year  before,  he  had  col- 
lected a  hu-gc  bundle  of  accusations,    which 
yvere  afterwards  digested  into  no  less  than  246 
Articles,  against  the  principles  and  doctrines 
of  the  Lollai-ds.     On  the  canvasing  of  these,  in 
convocation,  it  was,  at  length,  decreed,  "  That 
it  would  be  impossible  to  extirpate  the  doc- 
trines of  Wicklitfe,  unless  certain  great  men, 
who  were  the  professed  abettors  and  maintiiin- 
ci^  of  them,  were  taken  off.    That  sir  John 
Oldcastle,  lord   Cobhain,  being  tlie  chief  of 
them,  sliould  be  first  dealt  withal ;  and  that, 
without  delay,  a  process  should  be  issued  out 
against  him,   as   a  most   notorious   hercthc." 
And,  because  thp  said  lord  was  in  great  favour 
with  the  king,  for  his  conduct  and  valour,  it 
\vas  thought  adviseable  to  acquaint  his  maj. 
with  their  designs,  and  the  jyst  occasion  of 
them;  that,  having  obtained  his  leave,  their 
proceedings   might  be  more  successful,    and 
nWc  less  offence.    These  things  being  settled 
in  (invocation,  an  accident  happened,  which 
gave  the  Clergy  a  much  greater  Ixandle  to  work 


the  downfal  of  tliesc  new  rcformeFs;  who, 
being  openly  abetted  by  some,  but  secretly  by 
many  more,  great  m«li,  who  wanted  to  be 
sharmg  the  Revenues  of  the  church  amongst 
them,  w(jre  become  exceeding  dangerous  to 
the  clergy.  And,  in  the  very  first  year  of 
this  king  an  insurrection  of  these  reformers 
bcga?i  in  and  about  London,  headed  by  sis 
John  CHdcastlc  and  others,  which  might  have 

f)roved  of  ill  consequence,  hftd  not  tlie  king, 
limself,  by  his  vigilance  and  conduct,  sup^' 
firessed  it.  This  unadvised  step  of  the  Lol- 
ards  gave  the  young  monarch  a  wann  resent- 
ment against  them,  and  made  him  judge  that 
their  principles  were  equally  destructive  t^ 
church  aud  state. 

J  Purl,  called."]  A  pari,  was  called  to  meet 
at  Leicester  on  the  30tJi  of  April,  1414.  The 
first  act  that  we  find  to  be  done  at  it,  was  a 
verv  severe  statute  made  against  the  followers 
of  "IVickliffc's  doctrine,  whereby  it  was  enacted, 
"  That  whoever  read  the  scriptures  in  English, 
.  hich  was  tlien  called  *  Wicklifte's  learning,' 
should  forfeit  land,  cattle,  goods  and  hfe,  and 
be  condemned  as  hcretitks  to  God,  enemies  to 
the  crown,  and  traitors  to  the  kingdom ;  that- 
they  slwiuld  not  have  the  benefit  of  any  sanc- 
tuary, though  this  was  a  privilege  then  granted 
to  the  most  notorious  malefactors;  and  that  it" 
they  continued  obstiuale,  or  relapsed  after 
pardon,  thev*  should  first  bo  hanged  for  trea- 
son against  the  king,  and  then  burned  for 
hcrrsy  against  God." 

Another  attempt  r^  the  Command  against 
the  Herenues  of  theTHersy.']  But,  notwith- 
standing this  act  aj;ainst  the  LoUai'ds,  it  was 
in  this  pari,  at  Leicester,  that  the  storm  which  ' 
had  long  been  raising  against  the  Clergj',  had 
like  to  lia\*c  broke  out  to  some  purpose ;  had 
not  the  wit  and  policy  of  Henry  Chichely, 
then  abp. .  of  Canterbury,  who  succeeded 
Arundel,  averted  the  danger.  The  Commons 
had  again  put  the  king  in  mind,  of  what  had 
been  desired  in  park  4  years  before,  relative 
to  converting  the  lands  and  possessions  of  the 
Clergy  to  tlie  service  of  the  state,  "  This 
bill,**  says  Ilall,  "  made  the  (at  abbots  to 
s\veat;  the  proud  priors  to  frown;  the  poor 
priors  to  curse ;  the  silly  nuns  to  weep,  and, 
indeed,  all  her  merchants  to  fear  that  Babel 
would  down.**  For,  at  thb  very  time  the 
Clergy  were  more  apprehensive  of  their 
danger  tlian  ever,  since  they  knew  not  what 
the  active  and  bold  spirit  of  a  young  prince, 
agitated  bjj  counsels  which  had  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  increase  his  own  greatness,  might 
produce  against  them.  They  once  thought  of 
fixing  the  kuig  in  tlieir  interest,  by  the  volun- 
tary present  gf  a  large  sum  of  money ;  but, 
some  of  the  wiser  bps;  considering  that  such 
an  appearance  of  bribery  would  be  indecent 
for  persons  of  their  character,  and  expose 
them  to  the  hatred  and  scorn  of  the  people^ 
this  proposal  was  rejected. 

The  Clerp^  prompt  the  King  to  a  War  nith' 
Franre.]  And  a*;  it  had  been  concluded,  in 
the  last  synod  at  London,  that  tlic  most  cffcc- 
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tual  course  to  avert  the  impending  storm,  was 
to  find  the  kin^  some  other  business  to  cmpioy 
the  vigour  of  his  courage,  which  might  otlicr- 
.wisc  prove  dangerous  to  tJiem;  it  was  there- 
iiire  judged  necessary  to  turn  his  thoughu  to 
war;  and  to  rouse  las  ambition  by  reminding 
him  of  the  crown  of  France,  descended  to 
him  from  Edw.  II.  one  of  his  royal  progenitors. 
By  a  representation  of  the  jui»t  right  tlie  king 
had  to  that  claim,  it  was  hoped  his  enter- 
prising spirit  njight  be  stirred 'up  to  dcimuid 
the  crown  of  France,  as  the  undoubted  heir, 
and,  upon  refusal,  to  attempt  Uie  recovery  of 
it  by  anns.  And,  to  make  these  counsels 
more  prevalent,  they,  also,  agreed  to  make 
an  oflEer  of  a  great  sum  of  money  to  supply 
tlie  necessary  expences  of  the  war.  Also,  u> 
give  up  all  the  alien  priories  in  the  kingddm, 
to  the  number  of  110,  who  were  possessed  of 
lands  that  would  considerably  increase  the  re- 
venues of  the  crown. 

lite  Abp,  of  Canterburif's  speech  in  favour  of 
J  he  said  War,'\  These  resolutions  were  soon 
after  put  in  execution ;  for,  we  are  told,  that 
in  this  very  pari,  at  Leicester, 

The  Abp.  of  Canterbiay  rose  up,  in  the 
house  of  lords,  and  addressed  the  king  in 
words  to  tliis  purport  («) : — "  We  all  know, 
^eut  sir,  with  wlmt  royaj  wisdom  and  caie  you 
have  estabhshed  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
your  people,  and  we  aU  enjoy  tlie  blessing's  of 
your  excellent  govt :  but  whjjc  your  de-igns 
and  actions  ha\  e  been  directed  to  our  common ' 
good,  we  have  not  done  any  tiling  for  the  in- 
crease of  your  empire;  and  among  all  the 
debates  in  tlijs  hon.  assembly  to  make  laws 
for  the  security  of  the  subjects  bbcrties  £^nd 
privileges,  we  have  neglected  to  consider  hqw 
we  may  advance  the  greatness  of  our  king, 
and  in  him  that  of  our  cf)untry  too.  Now, 
since  I  owe  all  my  fortune  to  your  favour, 
gratitude,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  a  subject, 
obliges  me  to  propound  what  I  think  may  pro- 
mote the  honoiu'  of  so  gi-acious  a  sovereign, 
and  enlarge  his  power.  You  administer  justice 
to  your  people  with  a  noble  equity,  you  arc 
illustrious  in  the  arts  of  a  |)eaciitul  go\  t. ;  but 
the  glory  of  a  gfcat  king  consists  not  so  much 
in  a  reign  of  serenity  and  plenty,  in  great 
treasures,  in  magnificent  palaces,  m  populous 
and  fair  cities,  as  in  the  cnlafgement  of  his 
dominions;  especially  whfen  the  assertion  of 
his  right  calls  him  out  to  war,  and  justice,  not 
ambition,  authorizes  all  his  .conquests.  Your 
maj.  ought  to  weai*  the  cfown  of  France  by  a 
ridit  descending  to  you  from  Ecfw.  Ill,  your 
illustrious  predecessor.  That  valiant  king 
openly  challenged  his  right  by  ambassadors, 
and  when  the  t  rench  endeavoured  to  elude  it 
by  a  pretended  Sulick  law,  he  bravely^at- 
tempted'  to  conquer  by  arms  what  he  could 
'  '        '  111-       1 1 . 1    I  I J II 

(a)  These  speeches  in  pari,  are  all  printed, 
at  length,  in  llali's  Chronicle,  fol.  xxxvi.  &c. 
mi/d  are  but  modernized  by  Mr.  Goodwin. 
S.e,  al«*o,HoIling>head,  p.  545.  Biondi,  y,  104, 
4.C.    Speed's  C'iiion.  ^p.  C'-'O. 


not  obtain  by  a  just  treaty.  You*  have  'the 
s:xme  title  to  demand  that  crown,  and  the 
siime  reasons  to  make  war,  upon  a  refusal. 
I  doubt  not  but  they  will  oppose  their  ima- 
ginary Salick  law  in  like  manner  against  your 
claim*;  but  I  know  very  well,  that  as  they 
contrswlict  themselves  in  assigning  the  original 
of  this  law,  so  if  It  were  granted  that  tliere 
is  such  a  one,  yet  France  is  not  concerned  in 
it.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  us,  that  it  was  made  by 
Pharamoiwi  the  founder  of  their  monarchy,  Si 
if  he  could  be  the  foimder  of  a  law  which  had 
no  nauic  nor  being  till  above  400  years  after 
his  death :  for  then  it  was  that  Charies  the 
great  returning  from  the  conquest  of  Saxony, 
part  of  his  army  passed  the  Sala,  and  seated 
themselves  between  that  ri\er  and  the  Klb, 
and  from  the  name  of  the'fonner  wcva  called 
Salique  Gauls.  This  new  colony  detesting  the 
\icious  manners  of  tlie  German  women,  made 
a  law,  that  none  of  that  sex  should  inherit 
lands  within  the  bounds  of  their  little  govt. 
But  what  is  all  diis  to  France  ?  How  will  the 
French  persuade  us,  that  by  virtue  of  this  law 
the  crown  of  that  kingdom  mu&t  not  descend 
to  any  daughter  of  their  kings,  if  they  do  not 
first  prove  their  country  to  be  situated  between 
those  two  German  rivei*s?  but  though  all  were 
tru6,  wliicli  they  report  of  this  boasted  law, 
yet  why  sliould  they  use  it  as  an  argument 
agaftist  the  right  of  our  kings,  when  they  never 
made  it  any  bar  in  the  succession  of  their  own  ? 
Pepin,  who  by  deposing  Childeric  III.  mounted 
the  throne,  was  acknowledged  the  next  heir  as 
descended  from  the  princess  Blithilda,  daugh- 
ter of  Clothair  the  fii-st;  and  Hugh  Capet,  who, 
usurped  the  crown  from  Charles  duke  of  J^o- 
lain  the  next  male  heir,  to  give  himself  the 
colour  of  a  title,  asserted  that  he  sprun»  from 
tlie  princess  Lingarda,  tlie  dauj;hter  of  Charie- 
mmgn.  Thus  iJwis  IX.  too,  whom  they  ho- 
nour as  a  saint,  neglecting  the  precariiius  title 
of  llugh  Capet  liis  grandfather,  could  sulUci- 
cntly  satisfy  his  conscience  and  the  nation  h^ 
deriving  his  right  from  queen  Isabella  his 
gnmdiuothcr,  as  descended  from  the  princess 
Ermiiigarde,  dai:^ghter  and  heir  of  Charles.duke 
of  Lorain,  whqm  Hu^h  Capet  had  deprived 
of  his  kingdom  and  life.  But  were  it  certain 
that  this  Salick  law  had  from  the  beginnings  of 
the  monarchy  been  established  and  inviolably 
observed  in  France,  yet  what  obligation  can  a 
law  have,  which  is  couti-ary  to  die  commands 
of  God,  and  the  customs  of  all  other  nutioii», 
and  so  oiTends  aijaiust  all  the  rules  of  justice 
and  reason?  God  declares,  tliat  if  a  man  died  . 
without  sons,  the  inheritance  should  descend 
to  the  daughter:  and  there  never  was  a  law 
among  any  people  in  the  world,  which  excluded 
the  daughters  from  the  rights  of  children  v  1  he 
French  alone  violate  the  statutes  of  heaven, 
and  slight  all  the  laws  that  are  in  force  OA 
eartl),  that  they  may  devolVe  the  right  of  their 
ci-own  on  whom  they  please.  But  it  is  yoi\i^ 
midoubted  right,  my  sovereign,  and  all  the 
power*  of  France  \\,ill  be  too  weak  to  oppose 
yowr  possesfion,  if  you  do  but  resolve  to  via- 
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dicate  it  Consider  tlierefore  the  just  title 
which  you  have  to  this  crown,  devolved  on 
you  by  queen  Isabella,  your  great  grand- 
mother, bister  and  heir  to  three  successive 
kin^s  of  France,  who  died  without  children, 
and  take  up  noble  arms  to  assert  so  just  a 
cause!  advance  your  standard  into  France, 
and  with  assured  hopes  of  victory  march  to 
conquer  those  dominions  which  are  your  own 
by  inheritance !  there  is  no  true  Englishman 
but  is  ready  to  devote  his  life  and  fortune  to 
80  glorious  a  service  of  his  kios.  And,  in  fill) 
persuasion  of  the  justice  of  tne  war,  we  the 
clergy  have  given  such  a  sum  of  money  to 
maintain  it,  as  was  never  granted  to  any  of 
your  predecessors,  and  will  join  all  our  prayers 
for  the  success  of  your  arms." — When  the  abp. 
had  ended, 

Ncvil  earl  of   Westmoreland,  high-warden 
of  the   marches  toward  Scotland,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  country  committed  to  his  govt, 
would  be  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  that  na- 
tion, if  the  king  should  draw  his  forces  out  of 
England  for  this  expedition,  thus  spoke  to  dis- 
suade the  war: — "  Though  I  freely  acknow- 
ledge myself  of  the  same  mind  with  my  lord 
the  abp.  as  to  the  glory  that  will  be  gained  in 
conquering  France,  and  the  advantages  that 
may  arise  from  the  acquisition  of  such  a  flou- 
rishing kingdom ;  yet  I  cannot  but  advise,  that 
dur  arms  should  be  first  turned  on  Scotland, 
that   by  subduing  that  people  to  the  English 
dominion,  the  whole  island  may  be  brought 
under  one  govt.     When  ull  our  strength  and 
forces  shall  be  united,  when  there  shall  be  no 
enemies  to  disturb  us  within  the  bounds  of  this 
our  little  world,  separated  from  the  other  by 
the  ocean,  then  will  be  the  proper  time  to  con- 
sider of  foreign  conquests,  and  how  wc  may 
extend   the    English   empire    abroad,  which, 
while  we  are  unsecured  at  home,  we  cannot  at- 
tempt with  any  reasonable  hopes  of  success.   It 
has  therefore  been  the  constant   practice  of 
wise  governments,  who  have  prospered  in  en- 
larging their  dominions,  first  to  subdue  tho^c 
people  which  bordered  on  them,  before  they 
advanced  their  arms  against  the  more  remote. 
By  this  method  were  the  Assyrian,  Persian  and 
Grecian  monarchies  raised  to  such  liei<j;ht  of 
power,  that  a  great  part  of  the  world  was  forced 
to  bow  to  them.    Thus  the  Romans  establisli- 
ed  a  larger  empire  than  any  of  the  former ;  but 
they  would  have  failed  in  the  attempt,  if  they 
had  invaded  more  distant  nations,  before  they 
had  subdued  their  neighbours :  but  when  by 
conquering  the  Samnites,  the  Volsci,  the  Fidc- 
nates,  and  other  people  around  them,  they  had 
made  themselves  intire  masters  of  all  Italy, 
they  soon  carried  their  victorious  arms  through 
moat  parts  of  the  earth.    But  what  need  1 
argue  from  examples  ?    It  is  reason  sufficient 
agairi5.t  a  war  with  France,  that  whenever  to 
invade  that  kingdom  we  shaH  draw  the  strength 
out  of  our  ovn,  the  Scots  our  ancient  and  in- 
ve^rate  neighbours  will  bring  fire  and  sword 
into  the  bowels  of  our  ungarded  country.    And 
to  put  this  past  question^  I  will  only  remind 


you  of  the  old  league  between  that  nation  and 
France,  by  which,  if  either  of  them  are  invad- 
ed, they  are  hound  mutually  to  asi-ist  one 
another.  We  have  found  them  so  punctual 
to  their  agreement  hitherto,  that  when- 
ever we  have  transported  our  armies  into 
France,  the  Scots  have  entered  our  country 
with  dreadful  devastations.  If  then  we  must 
have  a  war  wiih  either  of  these  peple,  let  it  be 
with  Scotland,  where  all  things  promise  to  us 
an  ^easier  victory,  their  kin"  being  an  honour- 
able pri.soner  in  our  court,  and  the  unseasona- 
ble severity  of  the  duke  of  Albany,  who  go- 
verns in  his  absence,  having  thrown  that  na- 
tion into  dismal  convulsions.  But  to  invade 
France,  what  a  vast  army  is  necessary ;  %vhat 
immense  sums  of  money  to  raise  and  pay  the 
soldiers,  and  what  a  prodigious  fleet  to  trans- 
port them  ? — ^The  earl  having  ended 

The  Duke  of  En  fer  Ca),  the  king's  uncle, 
thus  spoke  in  answer : — "  If  I  did  not  know, 
that  the  most  effectual  course  to  destroy  any 
mischief,  is  to  cut  off  the  root  which  feeds  it ; 
and  if  experience  had  not  taught  all  of  us  that 
France  is  the  spring  which  has  nourished  a 
perpetually  growing  enmity  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Scots  against  us,  I  should  advise  that  the 
French  might  be  the  last  with  whom  we  make 
war.  But  since  they  have  always  been  indus- 
trious to  render  Scotland  an  irreconcileable 
enemy,  and  to  foment  in  the  minds  of  that  na- 
tion a  fierce  hatred  and  desife  of  revenge ; 
since  they  have  on  all  occasions  stirred  them 
up  to  invade  us,  and  fiy  their  assistance*  have 
enabled  them  to  do  so  ;  it  is  certainly  the  best 
counsel,  thnt  by  a  vigorous  war  upon  France 
we  shouhl  strike  at  the  head  of  all  these  mis- 
chiefs: for  if  that  kingdom  be  conquered,  either 
the  Scots  will  no  more  be  our  enemies,  their 
hatred  bring  no  longer  kept  alive  and  cherish- 
ed by  the  old  foineutors  of  it :  or  if  they  refiis6 
to  incorporate  into  one' people  with  us,  yet 
destitute  of  succour  from  that  nation,  they 
must,  without  any  lasting  war,  submit  to  out 
power.  How  will  they  be  in  a  condition  to 
fight  us,  when  they  shall  want  arms  to  put 
into  their  soldiers  hands,  or  officers  to  lead 
them,  nil  supplies  from  France  being  cut  off? 
And  whither  hhall  they  have  reroursc  for  aid, 
when  that  people  is  subdurd  by  us?  Not  to 
Denmark,  whose  king  is  brother-in-law  to 
ours;  not  to  Portugal  and  Castile,  for  the 
kings  of  both  thobe  nalionS  are  allied  to  our 
sovereign  ;  not  to  Italy,  at  so  great  a  distance  j 
not  to  Gennany  or  Flnnj^ar}',  which  are  in 
league  with  »us.  J^t  us  then  begin  the  war 
^^  iin  France,  since  we  shall  conquer  t\vo  na- 
tioub  with  one  victory :  and  since  a  rich,  fruit- 
ful and  pleasant  country  will  be  the  reward  of 
the  conqueror.  What  though  the  Scots  may 
invade  us,  when  our  king  with  his  army  is  ab- 
sent? Their  incursions  surely  \^  ill  not  be  so 
dangerous,  but  that  the  earl  of  Westmoreland, 


(a)  Hollingshead,  Biondi,  &c.  call  him  so; 
but  he  was  then  only  carl  of  Doi-sct,  though 
crcatQcl  duke  afterwards. 
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"who  is  warden  of  the  marches,  with  a  few  se- 
lect troops^  will  be  able  not  only  to  make 
bead  against  them,  but  to  give  them  a  re- 
pulse.'' 

The  duke's  arguments  prevailed  with  the 
king  and  bis '  brothers,  who  being  all  young 
and  ardent  of  glory,  were  impatient  to  signa- 
lize their  courage  against  the  old  enemies  of 
their  country  :  and  the  same  gallant  spirit  dif- 
fusing itself  through  the  minds  of  the  other 
nobles,  they  all  declared  for  a  War  with 
France;  which  being  thus  res6}ve(|  on,  the 
pari,  was  prorogued. 

A  new  tarl.  called.']  By  writs  hearing  dat^ 
Sept.  26,  a  new  pari,  was  summoned  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  Nov.  19,  1414.  The  fol- 
lowing IS  a  List  of  the 

i^ecrs  summoned  to  this  Parliament, 
Tho.  d.  of  Clarence,    Thomas,  lord  Morley 

ande.  of  Albemarle    Hugh,  lord  Burnel 
John,  d.  of  Bedford,    Tho.  lord  Berkley,  of 

and  e.  of  Kendale      •   Berkley 
Humphrey,  d.  6f  Glou-    John,  lord  'Welles 
center,  '  and   e.    of    Ralph,  lord  Cromwel 
Pembroke  Ralph,  lord  Greystock 

Edw,  duke  of  York       .Thomas,  lord  Dacre, 
Rich.  e.  of  Cambridge        ofGilsland 
Edw.  Courteuey,  earl    Rob.  lord  Harrington 
of  Devonshire  Rob.  lord  Willoughby 

Tho.  earl  of  Arundel      John,   lord  LoveT,  of 
Edmond,  e.  of  March        Tichraersh 
Rich.  Beauchamp,  e.     Richard,' lord  Grey,  of 

of  Warwick  Codonore 

Rich,  de  Vere,  earl  of    Reginald,  IordGrey,of 

Oxford  Ruthyn 

Tho.  e.  of  Salisbury        Peter,  lord  Mauley 
John,  earl-marshal  William,  lord  Zouch, 

Tho.  earl  of  Dorset  of  Harring worth 

Michael   de  la  Pole,    Thomas,  lord  Camois 

eari  of  Suffolk  Wra.  lord  Botreaux 

Ralph  Ncvile,  earl  of    John,  lord  Latimer 

Westmoreland  Richard,  lord  Strange 

Edw.  lord  Charlton  of    Robert,  lord  Poynings 

Powis  Gilbert,  lord  Talbot 

Wjiliam,  lord  Clinton    John,  lord  CliflFofd 
Tho.  lord  de  la  AVar.     John,  lord  Talbot,  of 
Henry,  lord  Scrope  of        Furnival 

Masham  No  lord-warden  of  the 

Henry,  lord  Fitzhugh  cinque-ports  in  this 

W.  1.  Ferrers,  olGroby        list 

On  Nov.  19th,  the  pari,  met,  and  the  king 
being  seated  on  his  throne,  in  the  Painted 
Chamber;  by  his  command,  the  bp.  of  Win- 
chester his  uncle,  and  chancellor  of  England, 
opened  the  session  by  a  speech ;  wherem  he 
declared,  "That  his  maj.  would,  that  the 
church,  with  all  corporations  and  persons, 
should  enjov  their  former  liberties.  That  the 
kin":  not  only  endeavoured  to  govern  the  realm 
wisely,  but  be  was  also  strengthening  himself 
to  recover  his  due  inheritance,  which,  though 
belonging  to,  yet  had  been  a  long  time  with- 
held from  his  crown ;  which  claim  he  was  re- 
vived to  prosecute  even  unto  death.  And  for 
the  attempting  such  a  mighty  exploit,  great 
provision  was  required."  Then  taking  for  his 
subject,  Dumtimpus  habemus operamur bonum ; 


he  inferred  from  thence,  •**  That  to  every  na- 
tural disposition  two  kinds  of  times,  or  seasons^ 
were  limited;  for  instance,  as  to  trees,  one 
time  of  growing,  and  another  time  of  blossom- 
ing and  bearing  fruit;  to  man,  one  time  ibr 
labour,  and  auotiier  for  rest ;  to  princes,  the 
heacjs  of  men,  a  time  for  peace,  and  anot hiir 
for  war..  That  the  king  finding  his  people  ia 
great  ease  and  peace,  Imd  therefore  the  better 
oppprtunity  to  attack  the  enemy  ;  to  which  h^ 
apphed,  Dutn  tempus.  That  to  such  ah  hig^ 
and  noble  enterprize,  some  things  were  abso- 
lutely necessary,  as  good  advice,  obedience  of 
his  subjects^  and  a  chearful  relief  from  tliem. 
That  they  ought  to  grant  a  larger  subsidy,  con^ 
sidering  that  their  prince  and  only  patroa, 
would  go  in  person  against  the  enemy,  and 
freely  expose  his  life  to  all  the  dangers  of  the 
war;  and  concluded  with  desiring  the  com- 
mons to  choose  a  Speaker,  and  present  him  die 
next  day  to  the  king." 

T.  Chaucer,  Esq,  elected  Speaker,]  Ac- 
cordingly, the  commons  elected  Thomas  Chau- 
cer, esq.  to  be  their  Speaker,  and  presented 
him  in  tlie  usual  form.  They  then  proceeded 
to  consider  of  tlie  Supplies,  and  by  the  assent 
of  the  bps.  and  lords  granted ,  to  the  king  two 
whole  lOths,  and  two  whole  loths  to  be  levied 
on  the  laity.  It  was  enacted  likewise,  "  Xha^ 
the  king  by  his  council,  should  have  power  to 
make  ordinances  concerning  the  Coin,  whicii 
should  continue  till  the  next  pari." 

Henri/ Percy  restored io  hU  i'itk  andEstate.l 
Henry  Percy,  grandson  of  the  late  earl  of 
Northumberland,  and  son  to  Henry  Hotspur, 
slain  at  the  battle  o£  Shrewsbury,  being  now 
of  aee,  and  a  prisoner  in  Scotland,  presented 
his  declaration  to  the  pari,  in  which  he  shewed 
that  the  king  had  restored  him  to  the  honour 
which  his  father  had  forfeited  by  his  rebellion, 
and  had  made  lum  eari  of  Northumberland; 
he  therefore  required  a  general  restitution  to  it 
in  blood,  and  that  he  might  be  restored  to  bH 
tlie  hereditaments  which  were  intailcd,  with 
free  entry  in  all  of  them,  resenting  to  the  king^ 
the  lands  of  fee-simple.  The  king  granted  all 
to  him,  on  condition  that  before  his  enti-y  into 
any  of  the  said  lands,  he  should,  by  scatter  of 
record  in  chancery,  prove  the  lands  intailedi 
and  his  maj.  appointed  sir  Robert  Umfrevile 
to  treat  with  the  Scots  about  Percy's  delivery, 
who,  by  the  earl  of  Northumberland  his  grand- 
father, had  been  left  with  them  as  an  hostage. 
He  confirmed  also  to  John  duke  of  Bedford^ 
and  to  his  heirs  male,  the  castle*  earldom,  ho- 
nour, and  seigniory  of  Richmond,  which  Ralph 
earl  of  Westmoreland  held  during  his  life. 

The  French  War  proseculed  with  great  vi-, 
gour.]  The  king  had  be^n  suihcientJy  moved 
with  the  reasons  given  iii  the  pari,  at  Leiccstei; 
for  making  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  France, 
and  his  great  courage  and  spirit  now  spurred 
him  on  to  attempt  the  conquest  of  that  king- 
dom, if  his  demands  were  not  accepted.  The 
Subsidies  granted  by  the  clergy  and  laity,  to 
enable  the  king  to  begin  this  great  enterprize, 
amounted,  in  the  whole,  to  a  very  large  sum; 
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«nd,  W  we  may  believe  an  old  historian,  to  no 
4ess  then  300,000  marks  sterling.     By  which 
means  great  levies  of  mon  were  made,  succes^s- 
firtly,  in  idl  paVw  of  the  kinpdoni. — But^  to 
^in  a  more  specious  pretence  for  war,  it  was 
«iece!*sary  first  lo  of?er  pence;    though  upon 
•»ch  terms  as  Henry  i^ new  well  enough  would 
not  be  accepted.    There  had  been  s(»me  time 
befbrc  a  treaty  of  marriajre  set  on  font  between 
this  youn^  monarch  and  tlie  princess  of  France, 
mho  is  said  to  ha\'e  been  a  paraxon  of  beauty ; 
liut  now  Henry  much  enlarged  his  demands 
^itti  the  princess ;  aird  by  his  ambas??icloi*s  to 
the  coart  of  France,  insisted  on  a  restitutbn 
t>f  all  those  provinces,  which  his  predecessors 
liad  ever  enjoyed  in  that  kingdom.     Ho\vc\er 
tleeirous  the  French  conrt  was  of  an  alUunce 
•wvth  England,  and  marrying  their  princess  to  a 
■young  and  potent  king,  yet  the  restoring  these 
^rovipces,  was  a  rei'y  disagi'ceablc  article,  and 
could  never  be   reconciled  to  their  politics. 
Accoitiingly,  all  treaties  of  peace  were  broken 
t>ff  upon  it,  and  the  kins;  of  England  made 
fnigb^  preparations,  both  by  sea  and  land,  to 
iirvade  France,  and  assert  his  right  to  that 
kingdom    by   tlie    ratio   ttltima    regum. — To 
Goodwin^  the  particular  i^riter  of  this  king's 
lite,  and  to  the  more  general  historians,  we 
must  refer  for  a  description  of  the  glorious  ex- 
ploits performed  by  this  magnanimous  hero  in 
r'rance. 

A  Pari,  called.]  After  Henry's  rettim  to 
England,  and  his  triamphant  entry  into  his 
capital  of  London,  he  presently  called  ^  pari. 
the  writs  for  which  were  dated  Jan.  ?^lst, 
1415,  and  returnable  the  16th  of  Marfch  fbflow- 
kig.  On  which  day  the  pari,  met  at  West- 
mmster,  when  the  king  sitting  in  his  royal 
throne,  in  the  Painted  Chamber  of  the  palace, 
commanded  the  bp.  of  Winchester,  still  lord 
chanc.  to  open  the  cause  of  the  summons ; 
who,  in  the  presence  of  the  three  estates  of  the 
Teaim,  fin»t  made  the  usual  declaration,  that  it 
was  the  king's  royal  will  and  pleasure  that  the 
church  and  all  other  persons  and  corporations 
should  ei^oy  their  liberties,  and  then  took  for 
bis  text,  t^obis  Viam,  &c. — In  discoursing  on 
which  he  endeayoured  to  demonstrate,  "  That 
a  thing  well  begun  and  continued  with  dili- 
gence, nnist  have  a  prosperous  event,  accord- 
ing to  the  sayiig,  **  Dimidium  facti,  qui  bene 
rapU  habet.""  This  he  applied  to  the  king's 
sutcesse!*,  who  had  made  so  glorious  a  begin- 
ning, by  invading  France  to  recover  his  right, 
and  an  inheritance  derived  frt)m  his  ancestors; 
woo  had  pursued  his  gallant  enterpri/.e  in  a 
continued  course  of  victory,  by  the  conquest  of 
llarfleur,  and' the  defeat  of  the  French,  in  a 
general  Battle  at  Agincourt.-  That  it  being 
only  peculiar  to  divine  wisdom  to  foresee  the 
end  and  c\'ent  of  all  things,  he  entirely  referred 
that  to  God ;  whh  great  hope  of  success  from 
5o  prosperous  a  beginning.  Which,  that  the 
king  might  be  cimbled  to  obtain,  he  had  called 
this  pari,  for  their  good  counsel  and  assistance." 
Sir  W.  Beaudimnp  chosen  Speaker.]  Tlic 
Commons,  Krtiring  to  their  house,'  chDse  sir 


Walter  Beauchamn,  knight,  for  their  Speaker ; 
who  beijjg  allowed,  they  next,  with  the  us^seut 
of  the  bps.  and  lords,  appointed  tliatthe  lOihs 
and  loths  granted  last  pail.  slK)uld  be  paid 
*^ooncr  than  was  ordnrd.  ^^y  the  same  aA- 
thority,  it  was  enacti  d,  "  That,  considering  die 
damnable  schism  between  the  two  popes  at 
Rome,  all  bps.  elect,  and  other  persons,  should 
be  conGmud  by  their  own  Metropolitan^, 
upon  the  king's  writ,  without  farther  excu6e  or 
dchiy.^ 

On  the  ntl)  of  April,  the  king  prorogued  the 
pari,  to  Mouday  m  the  third  week  after 
Euster;  ^^he^  Dcing  again  asstniLled,  Ute 
chanc.  told  them  the  reason  of  the  said  ad- 
joumment,  was  not  only  on  occasion  of  the 
devout  time,  but  that  an  honourable  peace 
had  been  oflt-rcd  by  the  French,  and  tl\at  the 
emperor  vSigi^mund  whs  tlie  mediator  in  it ;  in 
which  the  commons  were  desired  to  give  tlieir 
advice.  But,  tlioiigluhis  is  here  mentioned  in 
the  Records,  they  give  us  no  farther  accouut 
about  it. 

Pefltions  of  l7ic  Commons.]  The  following 
are  the  most  remarkablw  Petitions  in  this  pari. 
— P.  That  all  sherifls,  for  the  fees  of  knight 
couiing  to  the  pari,  might  enter  into  all  liber- 
ties, except  the  demesnes  of  all  lords,  and  such 
towns  as  find  burgesises.  A.  The  statute  made 
l^th  Rd.  ir.  should  be  kept.—P.  That-  all 
sheritFs  might  be  discharced  m  the  exchequer 
uptm  their  oaths.  A.  "Die  king  will  be  ad- 
vised.— P.  That  all  owners  of  ships,  during  th6 
time  of  tlu'ir  being  in  the  king's  service,  might 
have  Ss.  4d.  in  tlie  tim  above  the  ordinary 
freight.  A.  The  king  would  do  according  to 
reason. — P.  Tliat  all  men  might  go  to  the 
parts  of  Iceland  lo  fish  freely,  as  tliey  used  to 
do.  A.  The  king  will  take  advice.— P,  That 
all  the  ordinaries  through  the  kingdom  might, 
by  an  assigned  day,  enquire,  and  certify  in  to 
cnaacery,  the  fv>undations  of  hospitals,  with  all 
circumstances,  that  redress  might  be  made  in 
this  business.  A.  The  statute  made  at  Leices- 
ter, 2d  Hen.  V.  shall  be  obsened. — P.  That 


the  king's  purveyors  do  take  8  bushels  of  corn 
only  to  the  qr.  striked ;  and  that  they  take  up 
no  provision  in  the  market,  without  the  good- 
will of  the  party,  and  ready  pay.  A.  The 
statutes  made  for  that  purpose  sliall  be  kept. — 
P.  That  some  remedy  might  be  found  for  the 
relief  of  the  ^oor  clcrj;y,  much  wasted,  because 
tlic  universities  swurnitd  w  ith  new  learning,  by 
reason  of  the  statute  of  provisory,  \>hich  caused 
the  old  faith  to  he  neglected.  A.  At  the  kingV 
motion,  the  bps.  promised  to  provide  a  re:ue- 
dy  for  this  business. — ^P.  That  the  penalty  of 
suflTerinjj  any  prisoner  to  escape,  w  ho  was  guilty 
of  counterfeiting,,  washing,  or  clipping  money, 
might  be  lOOl.  A.  The  penalty  shall  be  arbi* 
trary  as  before. — P.  That  all  writs  of  oubpanaj 
and  certis  de  causiSy  going  out  of  the  chancery 
and  exchequer,  might  be  controlled,  and  not 
granted  in  matters  determinable  at  the  com* 
inon  law,  on  penally  of  the  plaintiffs  paying 
401.  by  way  of  debt  lo  the  defcudmit.  A,  Th^ 
kin"  will  be  advised. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


333]         PABL.  HISTORY,  4  Heney  V.  14^6.— Act ^-  a  general  PardeH  passed.         [33% 


Acts  passed. '\    It  was  also  eoacted  in  this 
pad.    **  That  whereas  several    Bretons  were 
come  intu  the  kingdom,  cither  as  spies,  or  to 
cany  money  and  jeweU  out  of  the  nation,  all  of 
tbcm  not  naturalized,  were,  by  act  of  pari,  re- 
qnired  to  go  out  of  die  land,  before  June  24 
cnsi'ing,  upon  capital  penalty." — And  wljcreas 
provi>ioiib  of  benefices  from  the  pope  had  been 
made  use  of,  to  exclude  from  tlie  said  benefices 
the  IncumbeiiTs,  wlio  by  the  gift  of  the  patron 
had  long  enjoyed  them ;  it  was  therefore  or- 
dained by  another  act,  "  That  no  Incumbents 
fthould  be  molested  under  pretence  of  any  such 
provisions  of  the  pope ;  tlmt  whoever  disquiet- 
ed them,  should  incur  the  penalties  contahied 
in  the  Statutes  of  Provisoi-s  bcfoi-e  immed;  and 
that  diey  should  be  prosecuted  by  process  of 
prdtmunire  facius  formed   against   them;  and 
that     the    person   who    sued    them    should 
rcaner  treble  damages." — Another  act  pas- 
bcd,  *to    make  clipping,  washing,    and  fihnv; 
of   Money,  treason:    and   wltcreas,  (by  rea- 
son that  It  belonged  only  to  the  king's  jus- 
tices  before   himself,   or  by  special  commis- 
sion assigned,  to  judge  and  puuish  this  criu»c) 
it  was  so  boldly  and  gencmlly  practised,  that 
the  destruction  of  aQ  the  Coui  was  unavoid- 
able, if  hasty  execution  and  remedy  were  not 
provided :  it  was  therefore  eiuicted  in  auother 
statute,  "  That  the  justices  assigned  to  tiike 
jwsizes,  in  all  the  counties  of  England,  should 
have  power,  by  the  king's  commissionif,  to  hear 
and  oetcrmine  in  their  sessions,  all  sucli  causes 
concerning  tlic  debasing  or  falsifying  xl\c  Coin 
of  the  nutJon.*' — And  whereas,  contrary  to  the 
custom  in  tiie  days  of  Edw.  III.  when  no  more 
tlian  half  a  crown,  of  a  crown  at  the  most, 
was  paid  for  proving  a  will,  .the  ordinaries  did 
now  tidic  40  or  50s.     It  was  therefore   or- 
dained  bv  another  act,   "  that  no  ordinary 
should  take    above  that  old  custommy  rale 
for  the  probate  of  any  testament,  upon  penalty 
of  forfeiting  to  the  aggrieved  person  treble  the 
sum  so  received."    'Inis  statute  was  to  stand 
in  force  only  to  the  end  of  the  following  year. 
These  acts  being  passed,  and  Henry,  the  grand 
son  of  Henry  Percy,  earl  of  Nonhumbcrland, 
who  bad  so  long  been  an  exile  in  Scotland, 
and  who,  in  the  pari,  held  at  Westminster,  in 
tte  2nd  year  of  this  king's  reign,  had  been  re- 
stored to  his  honours  and  huids,  having  now, 
in  the  house  o:' lords,  done  homage  to  tlie  king, 
^  sitting  in  his  chair  of  state,  this  session  ended. 
A  FarL  ca/lfd,]    Next  year  great  prepara- 
tions being  made  on  both  sides  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  vigour,  Henry  found- himseu  obliged 
to  call  a- pari,  in  order  to  raibe  Supplies  for 
that  purpose;  mid  writs  were  sent  out,  dated 
at  Sandwich,  Oct.  9,  1416,  just  alter  the  king's 
second  landing  fnim  abrotul,  for  one  to  meet 
at  Wcstinmster  on  the  IQtli  of  the  same  montli ; 
the  presajng  exigencies  of  the  state  requiring 
,such  a  speedy  summons.    On  the  day  of  the 
meedng,  die  bp.  of  Winchester  opened  the 
session  with  the  usual  formalities,  and  after 
<|uoting  for  ULj  theme  diis  Latiu  sentence,  Opc-: 
rum  delis  ut  qukti  sitU,    lie  alled§ed,  **  d;at 


as  God  liftd  in  6  day«  created  all  the  worlds 
and  rested  die  ?th ;  so  the  king,  agreeably  to 
his  coroifation  oath,  had,  in  b  former  parlia- 
ments^  endeavoured  to  establish  good  laws  for 
just  adminibtratioD  at  home,  and  the  security 
pf  an  honourable  peace  abr<>ad.  But  that  die 
Fcencli  were  so  little  inchned  to  comply  with 
the  reasonable  terms  offered  them,  that  they 
refused  to  render  the  English  prisouei-s  taken 
at  the  Battle  of  Agincourt,  or  to  nuisom  tlieir 
own.  Thiit  the  king,  provoked  at  the  oosti* 
nate  injustice  of  an  enemy,  who  resolved  not 
to  do  him  riglit  iu  any  thiug,  was  com»trained 
to  attempt  the  recovery  of  his  own  by  force  ot* 
arms.  And  since,  said  he,  this  is  his  majest/s 
just  resoludou,.  and  that  there  is  indeed  ao 
other  way  to  bring  his  enemy  to  reason,  beilM 
facUunus  ut  pncem  hubcamus,  quiujinis  belU  pojt 
eit;  he  is  determined  to  use  _vioi«ocCy  and 
purchaee  that  peace  wirii  tlte  sword  whicli  is 
not  to  be  othenvise  obtained."  He  concluded 
widi  telling  them,  that  the  king  intended  to 
make  use  of  their  counsel,  and  required  them 
to  choose  and  present  their  Speaker  to  likas. 

Roger  F/vwer,  est^  elected  Speaker,]  Un  thm 
third  day  of  the  session,  the  Commons  pie- 
rented  Uoger  Flower,  esq.  who  was  accepted; 
and  to  shew  dieir  great  zeal  for  die  cause  tho 
king  was  engaged  in,  with  the  consent  of  the 
lords,  they  granted  two  whole  IGths  aad  two 
liths,  to* be  levied  on  the  laity;  the  clergy 
also  granted  two  lOdis  on  dieir  own  body : 
but  all  this  being  not  sudicieiU,  or  tliought  too 
dilator^^  for  the  king's  pressing  occasions,  a& 
the  same  time  it  was  enacted,  "  that  ait  per- 
sons who  would  lend  any  sums  of  money  to 
the  kiuj:,  should  have  letter«  patent  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  first  money  raised  by  the  subsidy ;" 
and  the  dukes  o(  Clarence,  Bedford,  and  Glou- 
cester stood  cugaged  for  tho  ^erformaiiGc  of 
this,  ill  case  the  king  shmdd  die:  upon  winch 
many  of  d)e  bps.  and  lords,  whose  nmnes  aro 
in  die  Pari.  RoiU,  reiidily  subscribed;  yet  air 
was  so  deficient,  that  the  king  was  neeessitated 
to  pawn  tlie  crown  to  Honry  Beautbrt,  bp.  of 
Winchester,  for  a  vast  sum,  and  to  borrow 
1000  mmks  of  die  lord-mayor  of  London, upon 
the  security  of  many  rich  jewels. 

An  Act  for  a  geueml  Pardon,  and  others^ 
passed.]  At  this  time  his  maj.  was  pleased  to 
grant  a  general  pardon  for  all  crimes  which 
(hd  not  concern  life,  or  loss- of  members. — A* 
act  w«s  also  passed,  **  that  all  shciiiU  sliould 
hare  allowance  upon  their  accounts  by  oath.'' 
This  had  been  petitioned  for  by  die  Commonst 
in  the  former  session. — Also,  whereas  by  au 
act  made  12  Uich.  H,  certain  rates  of  annual 
wages  for  baihftii  mid  odwjr  sen  ants  of  husbaii- 
liry  were  settled,  and  a  penalty  on^ained  for 
any  who  gave  or  took  more;  by  ao  act  now  it 
was  established,  "  that  the  taker  only  slamkt 
incur  this  penalty." — Another  act  ordained, 
that  none  of  the  In^»ll  nation  should  be  elected" 
an  abp.  bp.  abbot,  or  prior;  and  that  whoever 
promoted  such  to  those  occlesiasdcal  prefer- 
ments, or  brousht  any  such.  Trish  rcl»ols  lo. 
parliaments,  cguncUs,   and  other.  agsei?>blieis 
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among  the  English,  should  have  ^1  their  tempo- 
ral estates  scizecl  into  the  king's  hapds,  till 
ihey  had  paid  the  fines  due  for  such  offences. 
— ^There  was  also  an  act  of  pardon,  by  which 
all  forfeitures,  fines,  debts,  and  demands,  not 
exceeding  26s.  8d.  were  remitted;  and  all 
trespasses,  offences,  conspiracies,  &c.  pardon- 
ed .-.^Itesides  these,"  and  some  other  less  re- 
markable acts,  the  league  and  alliance  be- 
XTveen  the  king  and  the  emperor  Sigismund  was 
confirmed  by  the  whole  assent.  And  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  the  king  sitting  on  his 
throne  in  full  pari,  created  Tl^o.  Beaumrt,  who 
was  earl  of  Dorset,  duke  of  Exeter,  who  had 
also  1000 1.  confirmed  to  hiro,  to  be  paidj'early 
uutof  the  exchequer,  and  40l.  out  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Exeter.  The  lords  so  approved  of  this 
example  of  the  king's  liberality,  that  they  said 
DO  objection  could  be  made,,  but  only  that  it 
was  too  little,  and  not  proportionable  to  the 
merits  and  services  of  that  noble  person. 

A  Pari,  called,]  John  duke  of^  Bedford,  the 
king's  brother,  was  left  regent  during  his  ab- 
sence abroad ;  and,  whilst  this  victorious  mo- 
narch was  gaining  many  victories  and  towns 
in  France,  the  Scots  thought  proper  to  invade 
the  English  borders;  but,  by  the  conduct  of 
the  regent,  they -were  soon  driven  back  again 
with  shame  ;and  loss.  After  the  nation  was 
thus  delivered  from  the  dangers  of  this  inva- 
sion, the  duke  throught  proper  to  call  a  pari, 
the  writs  bearing  date  Oct.  5,  1417,  and  to  sit 
the  l©th  of  Nov.  following  at  Westminster. 
At  which  jime  and  place  being  assembled,  in 
the  Painted  Chamber,  before  the  regent,  Tho. 
Langlcy,  bp.  of  Durham,  then  lord  chanc.  de- 
dared  the  cause  of  their  meeting,  and  took  (br 
his  theme,"  Confortamini  et  virtliier  agite^'  et 
ghriosi  eritis.  "  On  which  words  he  took  oc- 
casion to  expatiate,  and  to  set  forth  their  happi- 
oess  and  glory  in  the  reign  of  a  king,  who,  du- 
ring his  father's  life,  had  suppressed  the  rebel- 
lion of  the  Welch ;  and,  since  he  came  to  the 
crown,  had  defeated  the  dangerous  conspira- 
cies formed  against  the  church,  and  against  his 
own  pei-son  and  govt;  who  had  been  so  pros- 
perouti  in  war,  by  the  conquest  of  Harfleur 
and  the  victory  at  Agincourt ;  and  who  now, 
with  continued  successes,  was  subduing  Nor- 
mandy to  the  English  dominion.  That  the 
cJiief  causes  of  their  meeting  were,  to  provide 
for  the  keeping  of  the  peace  at  home,  and.<lue 
observation  of  the  laws ;  to  make  provision  for 
the  support  of  the  war;  and  to  take  care  for 
the  defence  of  the  marches  of  Scotland.  That 
in  all  these  things  it  would  become  them,  virp- 
iiter  a^erty  to  act  strenuously ;  which,  if  they 
did,  he  then  assured  them  of  honour  and  glo- 
ry; considering,  remuneratio  virtufum  est  ho- 
nor.**  He  concluded,  as  usoal,  with  desiring 
the  commons  to  choose  their  Speaker,  and 
present  him  next  day  to  the  duke  regent." 

Roiser  Fitmer,  esq,  ugnin  chosen  Soeaher.'] 
Acrordiniily  on  the  3d  day  of  their  sitting, 
Roger  Flower,  esq.  was  again  elected  speaker; 
who,  with  the  common  protestation,  was  al- 
lowed.   And,  as  a  testimony  of  their  hearty 


attachment  to  the  king's  interest,  and  zeal  for . 
the  war,  the  commons  with  tlie  assent  of  the 
bps.  and  lords,  granted  to  his  maj.  a  10th  and 
a  15th. 

Proceedings  against  sir  John  Oldcastle,  lord 
Cobham.]  «  On  the  18th  of  D|ec.  and  tlie  29th 
day  of  this  pari,  sir  John  Oldcastle,  of  Cowling, 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  knight,  being  outlawed 
upon  treason  in  the  king's-oeuch,  and  excom- 
municated by  the  abp.  of  Canttrrbury,  for  he- 
resies, was  brought  before  the  lords;  and, 
having  heard  his  said  conviction,  answered 
not  thereto  in  excuse :  upon  which  record 
and  process  it  was  adjudged,  that  he  should  be 
taken  ^s  a  traitor  to  the  king  and  reahn ;  that 
he  should  be  carried  to  the  tower  of  JLondon, 
and  from  thence  drawn  through  London  to  the  . 
new  gallows  in  saint  Giles's,  without  Temple- 
bar,  and  there .  to  be  hanged,  and  burned 
hanging."  The  Record  out  of  the  king's- 
bench  is  at  lar^e;  the  effect  whereof  is, 
"  That  the  said  sir  John  Oldcastle,  and  others, 
to  the  number  of  20  men,  called  loUards,  at 
St.  Giles's  aforesaid,  did  conspire  to  subvert 
the  state  of  the  Clergy,  to  kill  the  king,  his 
brothers,  and  oth^r  nobles."  The  abp.  of 
Canterbury's  instrument  for  his  excommuni^ 
cation,  is  there  also  at  large.  And  a  motion 
being  made,  that  the  lord  Powis  might  have 
the  thanks  of  the  house,  and  the  reward  ip 
the  Proclamation  mentioned,  for  apprehend- 
ing of  sir  John  Oldcastle,  knight,  the  herc- 
tick  ;  it  passed  in  the  afhrmative. — Thus  far 
sir  Rob.  Cotton,  and  his  publisher.  What  we 
have  to  add,  relative  to  the  condemnation  of 
this  great  man,  by  his  peers,  is  chiefly  from 
Walsingham ;  who  says,  that,  when  the  pari, 
was  informed  of  sir  John  Oldcastle's  being 
taken  in  Wales  by  the  lord  Powis,  they  or- 
dered him  to  be  sent  for  up.  He  was  brouglit 
to  London  in  a  horse-litter,  having  been  much 
wounded  in  the  conflict,  and  placed  before 
the  duke  regent  and  the  other  estates  of  the 
realm ;  and  tlie  indictment  drawn  up  against 
him  at  the  king's-bench,  some  years  before, 
for  levjnng  war  against  the  king,  was  read  in 
the  house.  Being  demanded  what  he  could 
alledge  in  arrest  of  judgment,  he  ran  out  into 
a  discouree  very  foreign  to  the  purpose,  about 
God's  mercies ;  and  that  all  mortal  men,  who 
would  be  followers  of  God,  ought  to  prefer 
mercy  above  judgment;  that  vengeance  per- 
tainecl  only  to  the  lord,  and  that  hi^  scnants 
ought  not  to  intrench  upon  this  prerogative  of 
the  Almighty.  Thus  he  went  on,  talking 
xn^ely  from  the  business,  till,  at  last,  the  chief 
justice  desired  the  regent  to  order  the  prisoner 
not  to  make  them  lose  any  more  time,  but  to 
answer  directly  to  the  point.  Afler  some 
pause  he  told  tncm,  it  was  a  small  thing  for 
him  to  be  judged  by  them,  or  of  man's  judg- 
ment; and  then  began  again  to  nwiblc  from 
the  question,  when  the  chief  justice  once  more 
interrupted  him,  and  bid  him  answer  peremp- 
torily, if  he  had  any  thing  to  object  against 
the  legality  of  tlie  process?  To  this  he  replied, 
with  a  surprising  boldness,  *  that  he  had  no 
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judge  amongst  them,  nor  could  acknowledge 
them  as  jud!;cs  as  long  as  iiis  sovereign  lord 
king  Richarcl  was  living  in  Scodj|D().'  Upon 
this  answer,  a  warrant  was  instantly  signed 
-for  his  execution,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be 
hanged  and  burnt.  The  llrst  part  of  his  sen- 
tence was  for  treason ;  and  the  other  for  he- 
resy. Accordingly  he  was  executed  on  a  qal- 
Iqws,  built  un  purpose  in  st.  Giles's  fields, 
bcini^  hung  by  the  neck  in  a  chain  of  iron, 
and  his  body,  with  the  gallows,  consumed  to 
aihcs.  Though  this  unhappy  nobleman's  pa- 
ternal name  was  Oldcastlc,  yet  by  marrying 
the  lady  Joan  irr.Uid-daughtcr  to  John  lord 
Cobham,  and  hij  heir,  he  took  the  title  of 
Jord  Cobham.  IMany  arc  the  disputes  between 
the  protestant  and  pupi-^h  writers,  about  the 
character  of  tliis  nobleman,  \\ho  was  the  first 
peer  of  England  that  sutftied  for  religion. 
ihc  former  crying  him  up  as  a  martyr  to 
p-uth;  and  the  latter  treating  him  with  no 
better  tides  than  an  enthusiast,  a  rebel,  and 
an  heretick.  Mr.  Goodwin  says,  *  he  had  all 
the  qualities  of  a  brave  and  gallant  gentleman, 
and  was  equally  illustrious  in  arts  an<l  arms:' 
but,  if  wlmt  VVal>inghani  relates  of  liis  beha- 
viour at  his  execution  be  true,  that, when  many 
persons  of  quality  attended  there,  the  last 
word?  he  spoke  was  to  sir  Tho.  Erpinghaiu, 
adjuring  him,  *  tliat  if  he  saw  him  rise  from 
the  dead  again,  on  the  3d  day,  he  would  pro- 
cure tliat  his  sect  might  live  in  peace  and 
quietness;'  we  can  look  upon  him,  in  this 
latter  part  of  his  litie,  as  little  better  than  an 
enthusiast. 

In  this  session  the  letters  patent  made  for 
tlic  bp.  of  \Vin(^hestcr,  for  *il  marks  to  be 
levied  out  of  the  customs  of  all  staple  wares 
sent  fro;n  Southampton,  to  satisfy  the  sum 
•which  he  had  lent  tho  king  for  the  war,  were 
confirmed  by  this  pari. — A  grievous  complaint 
being  made  of  insurrections,  of  which  the 
loilards  were  suspected  to  be  the  autliors  and 
abettors,  and  a  neation  being  presented  that 
commission  at  all  times  might  be  granted  to 
enquire  after  them  ;  answer  was  given,  ♦*  That 
tlic  statutes  provided  in  that  cr^^e  should  be 
executed.'' — There  Wiis  also  a  inoii«)n  oftered, 
that  no  collector  for  the  Clergy  should  be  ap- 
pointed out  of  his  dcaiifv  :  answer  was  given, 
**  That  the  clergy  should  appoint  their  col- 
lectors." 

A  Pari.  calUd.]  On  the  "24  th  of  Aug.  1419, 
writs  of  summons  were  issued  out  in  the  re- 
gent's, name,  for  a  pari,  to  weet  at  \Ve'>t- 
mini»Ufr,  on  the  16th  of  Oct.  following.  On 
which  day  the  bp.  of  Durham,  lord  chnnc.  de- 
clared the  cause  of  the  summons,  before  the 
regent  and  tlie  other  estates  of  tlie  kingdom, 
aad  said,  "  That  the  king's  subjects  had  great 
reason  to  revere  him,  and  pray  for  his  welfare ; 
fince,  as  he  could  not  obtain  that  peace  which 
ht  fo  often  sought  for,  he  had  begun  and  car- 
ried OO  war,  tifwre  Deiy  vthich,  being  princi' 
pimn  $apieHtid.,  the  eflfects  of  it  were  evidently 
fehewB,  oy  the  many  nctories  he  had  gaineS 
ivitb  bonotir  f'  all  which  he  took  care  patti- 

Vot.l. 


cularly  to  enumerate.  For  his  theme  he  took 
these  words,  Bonuni  facivntes  non  dcjiciumuti 
and  from  thence  told  them,  "  That  his  maj. 
was  in  good  liealtli  and  spirits;  that  he  desired 
his  subjects  would  be  careful  to  observe  the 
laws  and  provide  tor  the  defence  of  the  tealm ; 
and  considering  that  ihis  enterprize  so  well  be- 
gun could  not  be  now  left  off  without  imminent 
danger,  he  expected  new  provisions  to  be 
made,  that'hc  might  enil  the  War  to  his  own 
honour  .and  their  advantage." 

Hogcr  Flower jcuq.  a  *3rd  tune chosenSpeaker,"] 
After  the  receivers  and  triers  of  petitions  were 
appointed,  the  commons  presented  li.  Flower, 
esq.  a  3rd  time  as  their  Speaker;  and,  on  the 
13th  Nov.  tliey,  with  the  bps.  and  lords,  grant- 
ed to  his  maj.  one  15th  and  one  10th,  and  one 
half  part  of  them  both.  The  Hke  order  was 
taken  for  the  pajTnent  of  such  who  should  lend 
money  to  the  king,  as  had  been  observed  in 
the  4th  year  of  his  reign.  There  were  23  lords, 
\^hose  names  are  in  the  toll,  who  made  their 
subscription.  It  was  also  enacted,  ***  That  the 
lords  of  the  council  should  have  power  to  esta- 
blish orders  touching  the  Coin."  Aiuji  for  the 
keeping  tlie  money  within  the  nation,  it  wad 
enacted,  "  That  all  necessaries  should  be 
bought  at  home  for  tlic  king's  soldiers,  and 
sent  to  them;  and  Alv)  that  certain  wools 
should  be  bought  and  sent  into  Normandy, 
notwithstanding  any  statute  for  the  staple  made 
to  the  contrary." — ^I'he  queen  dowager's  con- 
fessor having  accused  her  for  conspiring  the 
death  of  the  king,  it  was  oi*dained,  **  That  all 
the  lands  and  goods  of  Roger  Doller  and  Pe- 
tromel  Brocart,  her  sureties,  should  be  seized, 
and  paid  to  tlie  king ;  and  suthcient  warrant 
was  provided  tor  ail  who  should  pay  the 
same." 

A  Pari,  called.]  In  1420,  the  French  war 
\\*as  brought  to  a  conclusion,  by  a  marriage  be- 
tween the  princess  Catherine  of  France  and 
Henry  king  of  England,  whereby  Henry  was 
declared  regent  and  heir-apparent  to  tlie  crown 
of  France.  In  Cotton's  Abridgment  of  Rc- 
cordflf  there  is  a  list  of  the  peers  summoned  to 
a  pari,  to  bo  held  at  Westminster  on  the  2nd 
of  iVIarch  this  year;  but  no  farther  account  is 
given  of  it.  But  tlie  statute-books  tell  us,  that 
a  pari,  met  on  the  2udof  Dec.  in  the  mh  oftliis 
king;  and  tluit  in  this  session  a  remarkable 
statute 'was  made,  occasioned  by  the  peace 
then  concluded  bet^veen  the  two  kings ;  where- 
by it  was  enacted,  that,  "  Whereas  tlie  govt, 
ot*  France  was  devolved  on  king  Henry,  which 
would  require  his  frequent  absence  from  Eng- 
land ;  therefore,  if  a  pail.  shouUl  be  summoned 
by  the  writs  of  the  king's  lieutenant,  and  the 
king  arrive  soon  after  these  writs  were  issued 
out  of  Chancery,  yet  that  pari,  should  not  be 
dissolved,  nor  new  summons  made,  but  that  it 
should  meet  by  virtue  of  the  former." 

Another  act  was  passed,  by  which  all  foreigti 
merchants,  buying  Wool  in  England,  to  trans- 
port injo  other  parts,  were  obliged  to  pty  into 
the  mint  of  the  tower  anioance  of  gold  bullion; 
and  for  3  ptec*ss  of  tin  the  fame,  or  the  equal 
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Value  in  silver  bullion,  upon  penalty  of  for- 
feiture of  their  goocU. 

A  Pari,  called.']  The  next  year  Henry,  co- 
vered with  laurels,  returned  to  England,  and 
found  the  nation  flourishing  and  proe^rous, 
under  the  govt,  of  Humphrey  duke  of  Glou- 
oester,  his  brother,  who  had  succeeded  John 
duke  of  Bedford  in  the  regency,  and  managed 
^11  affairs  with  equal  wisdom  and  success.  In 
May  1421,  the  King  met  his  pari,  at  West- 
diinster,  and,  with  his  own  moutn,  represented 
to  tliem  the  state  of  affairs,  *'  What  conquests 
he  had  made  in  France,  and  what  supplie^i 
were  necessary  to  continue  the  war.  That  the 
dauphin  and  his  party,  who  maintiamed  some 
cities  and  provinces  against  him  being  subdued, 
that  kingdom  might  he  entirely  annexed  to  the 
English  crown."  The  Commons  agreed  to 
give  him  a  15th,  though  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented, filled  with  sad  complaints  of  the  peo- 
ple's poverty. and  intolerable  burden  of  the 
war,  and  that  even  his  conquest  of  France 
would  prove  the  ruin  of  Eneland.  Tliis  was 
done  by  some  persons,  says  Walsingham,  who, 
f  nore  affecting  their  own  priv  aie  interest,  than 
tlic  prosperity  of  their  country,  regretted  to 
part  with  any  money  to  advance  the  greatnci^ 
and  honour  of  the  gov/*niment. 

During  this  session,  there  was  a  convoca- 
tion of  the  Clergy  at  st.  Paul's,  who  gave  tije 
king  a  10th  on  these  conditions;  '^  That  the 
purveyors  of  his  miyesty's  household  should 
not  meddle  with  the  goods  or  possessions  of 
the  Clergy,  That  if  any  of  that  body  were 
accused  of  a  capital  crime  in  the  king's  courts 
of  judicature,  they  might  upon  bail  be  freed 
from  imprisonment;  and  that  all  castrated 
priests  should  be  proceeded  against  in  law  as 
Melons.'' 

.  A  Peace  with  France^  The  next  thing  the 
pari,  went  upon,  was  to  declare  their  approba- 
tion of  the  peace  concluded  at  Troycss,  be- 
tween Henry  and  the  king  of  France,  to  give 
xlteir  consents,  and  promise  to  observe  it.  And 
since  that  peace  had  not  only  been  sworn  to, 
and  ratified  by  the  two  kiuES,  but  also  by  the 
Uiree  estates  of  France,  the  lords  and  com- 
mons of  England  would  have  it  confirmed,  in 
.the  same  solemn .  manner,  in  pari.  Where- 
upon Tho.  Langley,  bp.  of  Durham,  lord  chaiic. 
having  by  the  king's  order  read  the  articles 
jof  it^  both  houses  of  pari,  avowed  that  they 
approved  and  accepted  it,  as  most  conducive 
to  the  good  of  both  nations,  and  of  all  Chris- 
tendom ;  and  every  one  promised  for  himself, 
bis  heirs  and  successors,  that  they  would  invio- 
lably observe  it. 

Kewarhalle  Acts  pastedJ]  The  moat  re- 
jDiarkable  act  made  in  this  session  was  one  by 
which  it  was  ordained,  "  That  whereas  wasli- 
ers,  clippers,  and  counterfeits  of  the  money, 
had  debased  and  spoiled  the  Coin;  none 
should  receive  any  gold  but  by  the  king's 
weiglus  appointed  for  that  purpose;  and  that 
the  gold  which  was  not  of  due  weight,  nor  of 
rijrht  alloy,  should  be  sent  to  the  Slint,  to  be 
iitw  coined,  the  king  at  his  own  charge  inak- 


irigup the  deficiencies." 
"  That  < 


•It  was  also  enacted, 
every  third  l>enefice,  the  presentation 
of  which  belonged  to  the  prelates  and  monas- 
teries, should  be  conferred  on  some  scholar  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge." 

A  Purl,  called.']  Whilst  Henry  was  advanc- 
ing liis  conquests  against  the  daunhin  in  France, 
his  brother,  the  duke  of  Bedford,  administered 
the  regency  in  England  with  great  wisdom  and 
fidelity.  This  governor  thought  fit  to  call  a 
pari,  which  met  at  Westminster  f>n  the  1st  of 
Dec.  in  the  same  year.  '1  he  bp.  of  Durham 
opened  the  session  with  a  formal  speech.  On 
the  third  day  of  rfieir  sitting,  the  commons  pre- 
sented Richard  Baynard,  esq.  to  the  regent 
for  their  Speaker ;  and  the  same  day,  with  the 
consent  ot  the  other  house,  they  granted  the 
king  one  10th,  and  one  IStli,  to  be  levied  on 
the  laity;  but  with  this  condition,  says  Wd- 
singham,  that  the  first  half  of  it  should  be  paid 
in  the  money  then  current.  It  was  also  or- 
dained, that  all  such  money,  with  other, 
should  pass  till  March  25,  if  it  was  not  noto; 
riously  clipped  and  washed. 

Act  for  Regulating  the  Coin.]  The  Gold 
Coin  hiad  been  lessened  in  tlie  value,  by  dip- 
ping and  washing;  therefore  the  pari,  ordain- 
ed, for  the  relief  of  the  people,  that  the  receiv- 
ers of  the  tax  should  take  all  such  light  pieces, 
if  they  did  not  want  in  weight  more  tlian  12d. 
in  die  noble ;  or  if  they  did,  those  wlio  paid 
them  were  to  make  up  the  defect.  The  peo- 
ple therefore  put  off  their  gold  as  fast  as  thev 
could,  and  hoarded  up  their  silver:  by  which 
the  king,  though  then  under  necessities  foi' 
money,  was  contented  to  lose  almost  three 
shilUngs  in  the  pound  for  tlie  benefit  of  the 
people.  Several  other  statutes  were  made 
Khis  session  of  parliament  rebting  to  the 
Coinage;  the  heads  of  which  are  as  follow: 
"  That  all  the  statutes  unrepealed,  concern- 
ing the  good  and  hawful  management  of  gold 
and  silver,  should  be  strictly  observed  and  ex- 
ecuted." "  That  tlie  king  should  appoint  his 
exchanges  of  the  money  of  gold  and  silver  in 
the  city  of  I^ndon,  and  other  towns,  to  be 
kept  in  open  places  in  high  streets,  for  the 
ease  of  the  people ;  and  that  all  who  came  to 
the  Tower  of  London  to  have  money  new^ 
coined,  should  have  it  delivered  to  them  within 
8  days,  according  to  the  value  of  what  they 
brought,  paving  for  the  coinage  of  gold  at  the 
rate  of  5s.  m  the  pound ;  and  for  coitiing  a 
pound  of  silver,  15d.  And  that  such  who 
would  not  bring  their  money  to  the  Tower, 
but  delivered  it  into  the  king's  exchanges, 
should  pay  Id.  in  the  noble,  and  o  spropor- 
tionaWy.'^  Another  was,  "  To  oblige  all  the 
masters  and  workers  in  tlie  Mint  to  make  due 
and  prompt  payment  of  the  new  money,  ei- 
ther bv  weight  or  number,  to  all  who  brought 
in  their  old;  and  that,  if  there  was  anv  de- 
fault in  the  new  money,  cipher  as  to  weight  or 
alloy,  tho  masters  of  the  Mint  should  presently 
change  it,  and  melt  it  down."  Also  it  wai 
enacted,  "  That  the  watdcns,  sur\evors,  and 
ministers  of  the  exchanges  out  of  the  Toi\er 
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should  not  divert  the  gold  aftd  silver  received 
by  them  to  aoy  other  use ;  biit  should  te 
oljiiged  to  bring  it  to  the  Mint  to  be  coined, 
tliat  there  might  be  the  fuller  circulation  of 
money  through  the  kingdom."  A  mint  was 
also  established  at  Calab,  in  the  same  mamier 
as  at  the  Tower.  And  it  was  likewise  ordain- 
ed, "  That  the  new-comcd  mone)'  should  be 
of  as  good  altoy  and  weight  as  the  old."  Also, 
**  That  tlie  chancellor  of  England  should  deli- 
ver to  those  who  would  have  them,  good  and 
just  weights  of  the  noble^  l)aif-noble,  and  far- 
thing of  gold,  to  prevent  the  people's  being 
abused  by  such  as  were  countertcit."  The 
sherid^  and  justices  of  peace  were  also  re- 
quired to  make  a  search  after  all  flilsifiers  of 
weights,  and  to  keep  them  in  prison  till  they 
had  made  fine  and  ransom  at  their  discretion. 

An  act  having  been  passed^  an.  14  Rich.  II. 
wherein  it  was  ordained,  "  That  for  every  ex- 
change made  by  merchants  in  the  court  of 
Rome,  or  in  other  parts,  they  should  be  bound 
to  buy,  within  3  months  foUowing,  merchan- 
dizes of  the  staple,  to  the  value  of  the  sum  so 
exchanged, upon  forfeiture  of  the  same:  and 
whereas  die  Bicrchants  had  i^presented  to  the 
pari,  that  the  time  allotted  was  too  short  to 
buy  such  merchandizes  and  ship  them ;  and 
that  in  default  of  exchanges,  tlie  money  of  the 
nation  would  be  carried  beyond  sea."  It  was 
therefore  enacted,  "  That  all  merchants,  who 
should  make  such  exchanges,  should  be  bound 
personally  iu  the  chancery  by  recognhr.ance  to 
buy,  within  9  months  following,  the  merchan- 
dizes and  commodities  aforesaid.'' 

As  the  pari,  granted  the  king  a  10th  tuxd 
15  th,  so  a  convocation,  wbich  had  met  at 
York,  Sept.  22,  foregoing,  gave  him  a  10th; 
and  the  duke  of  Bedford  required  the  abp,  by 
an  order,,dated  Oct.  2T,  to  appoint  some  of  his 
clergy  to  be  the  collectors,  and  to  return  their 
names  into  the  exchequer  before  Easter.  This 
was  the  last  pari,  called  in  die  reign  of  llen- 
ly  V.  who  died  of  a  dysentery,  Aug.  31,  1422, 
at  Vincennes,  in  France,  in  the  34th  of  hb 
age,  and  in  the  10th  of  his  reign. 

Taxes  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  V. 

In  his  ist  year  he  had  tbe  like  subsidy  on 
staple-ware,  tunnage,  and  poundage,  for  4 
years,  as  had  J>een  given  to  his  fatber  in  the 
13th  year  of  liis  reign,— *In  his  2nd  year  an 
act  was  passecl,  whereby  the  priocies  alien, 
wlio  depended  on  some  capital  abbiet  in  Nor- 
mandy, tliat  received  the  profits  of  them, 
should  be  vested  in  the  king,  for  carrring  on  a 
war  against  France, — ^The  same  year  the  pari, 
granted  him  two  whole  IQths  .and  two  whole 
asths,  to  be  levied  on  the  laity.— In  his  3rd 
year  no  tax  was  asked  orgiauted. — ^In  his  4th 
year  he  li^d  two  whole  JOths  and  .two  15ths, 
to  be  levied  on  the  Im't^;  the  clergy  also 
granted  two  lOths  on  their  own  body.  But 
this  being  not^  sufficient,  he  was  obliged  to 
pawn  his  crown  and  jewels  to  carry  on  the 
French  waf.— In  his  6ih  year  he  had  one  10th 
and  one  15th. — His  6th  year  was  wholly  spent 
gu  the  conquest  of  France ;  but  in  his  7tb  year 


the  pari,  granted  to  him  one  15tb  and  one 
10th,, and  one  half  part  of  them  both. — In  bis 
8th  year  he  had  one  10th  and  one  15th. 

Hume,  says  sir  John  Sinclair  in  his  history 
of  the  rex'enue,  has  stated  that  all  the  extraor- 
dinary suppUes,  granted  by  pari,  during  the 
course  of  Hfenry's  reign,  amounted  only  to  seven 
lOths  and  15tlis  (about  203,0001.;)  and  he 
mentions,  at  the  same  time,  that  Henry's  army 
amounted  to  6000  horse,  whose  pay  was  2s.  a 
day ;  and  24,000  archers,  who  received  6d.  per 
day  each.  The  expences  of  such  an  army, 
therefore,  must  have  amounted  to  430,0001. 
per  ann. ;  am)  consequently  all  Henry's  grants, 
joined  together,  would  have  been  cxhaijnited  in 
less  tliao  six  months.  But,  in  the  first  place, 
the  grants  given  to  Henry  were  greater  than 
this  nistorian  states;  and,  in  addition  to  them, 
he  received  considerable  assistance  from  the 
clergy,  and  the  entire  revenues  of  1 10  monas- 
teries in  England,  dependent,  on  certain  abbies 
in  Norman(^,  which  the  English  clergy  had 
sacrificed  for  thp  security  of  flieir  own  posses- 
sions. There  is  also  reason  to  believe,  that  hbto* 
rians  have  fallen  into  an  error  with  regard  to 
Henry's  annual  income,  which  is  said  to  have 
amounted  only  to  5^54  K  10s,  lO^d. — 
The  record  on  which  this  idea  of  Henry's  reve- 
nue is  founded  may  l>e  seen  in  Rymer,  Vol.  X. 
p.  113.  It  is  not  a  little  defective;  but  ita 
omissions  may  be  supplied,  firom  the  full  and 
particular  account  of  the  income  of  the  crown, 
which  was  laid  before  pari,  ^nno  1433,  From 
a  comparison  of  tHc  two  records,  the  following 
statement  is  dr^wu  up. 

Amount  ^  Henry  VJs  annual  Income^ 

1.  Parvacustumaonwool   £.  8,976     1     2 

2.  Magna  custuma  on  ditto  -  26,035  18    8^ 

3.  Parva  custuma  on  goods  *    2,438    9     l| 

4.  Subsidy  of  tunnage  and 

poundage     •    «    «    <«    8,237  10    9f 

^,40^687  19    9i 

5.  Casual    revenue,  arising 

from    esclicats,    court 

of  wards,  &c.    •    -    -  15,066  11     1 


To^al,  accordintt  to  Rymer  £^ 
To  be  added: 

1.  Fee  farm  jents     »    •  .«£ 

2.  Alien  priories    *-    n  -  - 

3.  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  -  - 

4.  South  Wales.     ,    -  -  - 

5.  North  Wales      -    -  -  - 

6.  Qounty  of  Chester  -  -  - 

7.  Manor  of  Shotswick  -  •• 

8.  Ireland     -    ^    ,    -  -  - 

9.  Dutchy  of  Lancaster  -  - 

10.  Dutchy  of  Aquitaine  -  - 

11.  Profits  of  Calab      -  -  - 
t2^  Revenue  of  Windsor  •  - 


55,754  10  lOJ 


3,612  11 

3 

277  5 

0 

2,788  13 

3 

1,139  13 

11 

1,097  17 

8 

764  10 

d 

33  6 

8 

2,339  18 

6 

4,952  13 

3 

808  2 

2 

2,366  1 

0* 

207  18 

6 

^.20,888  10  lOj 
Jotal  above    »    j£^.55,754  10  ipj 

^.76,643     1     8i 
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Many  of  these  articles,  and  the  alien  priories 

in  paxLicuL'ir,  must  have  yielded  more  in  the 

reign  otiitnry  V.  For  it  appears,  that  in  his 
.  sou*6  minority,  the  management  of  revenue,  and 

of  public  ati'airs  in  general,  was  miserably  neg- 
lected ;  and,  on  the  whole,  it  is  probable,  that 

this  monarch's  income  might  amount  to  about 

80,0001.  perann.  equal  to  100,000  lb.  of  silver, 
.  vUich,  by  the  cheapness  of  provisions  at  that 

time,  would  be  eaujvalent  to  500,0001.  of  our 

present  specie.     It  is  said,  that  Henry  V.  was 

the  lirst  monarch,  who  had  the  subsidies  on  the 

exportation  of  wool  and  leather,  and  the  duiies 

of  timnage  and  poundage,  joined   tjogether, 

granted  him  tur  life.     But  Forstcr  remarks, 

though  the  fact  is  true,  yet  that  Coke,  and 

other  eminent  lawyers,  are  mistaken  in  the  roU, 

tvhich  is  commonly  adduced  in  proof  of  that 

assertion. 

I^rice  oj' Frovisions  in  the  Reifin  of  Henry  V. 
Our  historians  are  very  deficient  in  noting 

the  prices  of  provisions  in  this  reicn.     Fabian 

however  tells  us,  that  in  1416,  wTieat  was  so 
^  dear  as  to  be  sold  for  16s.  a  quarter;  and  that 
'  in  1422,  it  sold  for  as.  and  malt  at  5s.     A  ram 

sold  also  for  8d. 

Acts  passed  in  the  Reifin  of  Henri/  V. 

1  Hen.  V. — 1.  For  election  of  knights  and 
burgesses  of  tlie  pari.  2.  Confirmation  of  far- 
mer statutes  made  for  pulling  down  of  wears 
and  kiddels,  &c.  3.  Against  forgers  o£  false 
deeds.  4.  To  prevent  extortions  of  sheritis 
and  their  bailiffs.'  5.  For  addition  to  be  given, 
in  case  where  process  of  outlawry  lieth.  6. 
Englishmen's  punishment  of  misdemeanors  in 
Wales  shall  not  be  revenged.  7.  Touching 
Frenchmen  beneficed  in  England.  8.  To  pre- 
vent the  repair  of  Irishmen  into  F.nghind. 
P.  Revocation  of  certain  grants  of  lands  and 
oihces  in  Calais.  10.  By  what  measure  pur- 
veyors shall  take  corn. 

2  Hen.  V. — 1.  Power  given  to  ordinaries 
to  enquire  of  the  government  of  hospitals.  2. 
I'oucliing  writs  of  Certiorari  and  Corpus  cum 
rausa,  granted  for  persons  in  executicm.  3. 
For  granting  a  copy  of  a  libel  in  the  spiritual 
court.  4.  Touciiiug  labourers,  and  of  the  of- 
fice of  a  justice  of  the  peace.  5.  Process  against 
fehms  dwelling  in  Ti^^iilc  and  Examsfiire.  6. 
Concerning  tlijs  ol  scrvation  of  tnice  and  safe 
conddcts.  7.  For  reformation  of  heresy  and 
Jollui*dy.  8.  For  suppressing  of  riots,  rout<, 
anci,  unla\vful  assemblies.  9.  Touching  process 
against  rioters  that  ilce  into  woods, 

Otbet-  .Statutes  made  the  same  3nd  year. — 
1.  Winit  persons  shall  be  justices  of  the  j^'acc. 
— >Q,  For  wagts  of  priests.  3.  For  the  sulfi- 
xiriicy  of  jurors.  4.  Touching  goldsmiths  and 
gilding  of  silver  ware.  5.  To  prevent  rebel- 
lions of  Weisljjncn.  6.  For  shipping  of  staple 
ware. 

:}  Hen.  V. — For  abolishing  of  gnlley  half- 
pence, sQskius,  and  dotkins. 

Other  Statutes  made  in  the  same  8rd  year,  f 
— 1.  Confmnation  of  Liberties  and  Franchises,  I 
and  .Statutes  upt  repealed.     2.  Touchlnf;  alv  | 
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in  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire.  3.  Britons  not 
made  denizens  shall  depart  the  lealm.  4.  All 
provisions,  licenses,  and  pardons,  tonching  be- 
nefices full  of  an  incumbent,  shall  be  void.  5. 
Touching  attaints  upon  a  false  verdict  given 
in  tl»e  city  of  Lincoln.  6.  and  7.  Against  the 
clipping,  wa^l;iIs«r,  and  filing  of  money.  8. 
Touching  tVcs  for  j;n  bates  of  testaments. 

4  Hen.  V. — 1,  Cnulimiation  of  the  Great 
Charter,  the  Chnitcr  of  tlie  Forest,  and  of  Sta- 
tutes not  repealed.  2.  For  sheriffs  to  have  al- 
lowance of  ctiluin  estreats  upon  their  ao- 
counts.  3.  Touching  pntten-makers.  4.  Against 
taking  of  exce^six  c  \%;iges  of  servants  of  husban- 
dry. 5.  Conlirniution  of  the  statutes  made 
5.  H.  IV.  c.  7  and  0.  for  hosts  to  be  assigned 
to  men  hant  strangely.  6.  Touching  benefices 
granted  to  Irislnncu.  7.  In  what  cases  letters 
of  marque  may  be  grai.ted.  8.  The  king's  par* 
don. 

5  Hen.  V, — Abbots  and  others  may  make 
attornies  until  the  next  parliament. 

7  Hen.  V. — For  appealing  and  indicting 
men  of  Lancashire,  itc.  Process  against 
makers,  ^c.  of  faUe  deeds. 

8  Hen.  V. — L  That  in  the  king's  absence 
in  France  the  teste  of  the  writs  be  in  the 
name  of  the  lieutenant.  2.  .For  bullion  to  be 
brought  to  t  he  mint  by  merchants  of  the  west, 
3.  Touching  gilding  and  silvering  of  divers 
things. 

9  Hen.  5. — 1.  Tonching  appeals  and  indict- 
ments. 2.  Totiching  exigents  against  any  in 
Lancashire.  3.  Touching  protections  for  such 
as  sen-cd  the  king  in  Normandy.  4.  Touch- 
ing the  amending  of  records.  5.  For  making 
of  sherttfs  alid  escheat or-^.  6.  Touching  the 
mint  and  coinage  at  Calais.  7.  Againt  the 
men'of  Riddcsdale  offending  in  Northumber- 
land, and  other  places.     8.  Aguin»<t  scholars 

'of  Oxford  hunting  by  night.  9.  Abbots  and 
other  religious  persons  disclun-ged  of  collection 
of  Disfucs  out  of  the  county  where  they  dwell. 
10.  Touching  the  mea>ure  of  keels  to  carry 
sea-coals  from  Newcastle.  11.  Against  washers 
ajid  chppers  of  money.  12.  Touclung  Rochester 
bridge. 

Oilu  r  Statutes  made  in  the  same  Dth  year. 
L  Confirmation  of  all  statutes  not  repealed 
concerning  gold  and  silver.  2.  Concerning 
the  exchanges  in  I^mdon.  3.  Toiichinj;  the 
payment  of  exchnncc.  4.  For  bringing  of 
th<^'  money  received  i'ov  the  exchange  to  the 
to^\cr.  5.  Touching  the  mint  at  Calais.  6. 
For  good  allay  in  the  monies.  7.  For  the. 
weight  of  nobles,  half  nobles,  and  farthings  of 
gold.  8.  For  commissioners  to  inquire  of 
rountertciters  and  makers  of  false  weights.  9. 
Tourhina  exchange  to  the  court  of  Home.  10. 
For  relief  of  the  collccrors  of  Dismes  and  Quin- 
zUmes.  11.  Certain  roads  about  Abingdon 
thall  be  repaired. 

HlVRY   \T. 

A  Pari.  caUcrl.']     Henry  Vf.  wa«5  an  infiiht 


bots  and  priors  being  suitors  to  courts  baron  j  of  about  nine  months  old  when  be  hf'pMi  his 
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Sti^fTord  to  be  keeper  of  the  privy  seal;  for  all 
whicii  o^ces  tticir  patents  were  inade^  and 
confirmed  by  pari. 

A  Frott'L'tor  appointed.'^  The  king,  by  his 
letters  patent,  conlirmod  also  by  pari,  appoint- 
ed John  duke  of  Bedford  protestor  and  do- 
fender  of  the  reahn  and  church  of  England, 
and  chief  counsellor  to  the  king ;  but  because 
the  said  duke  was  then  beyond  the  seas,  it  was 
enacted,  "  That  during  his  absence  Hum- 
phrey duke  of  Gloucester  should  supply  the 
said  ofHce ;  which  said  duke  took  upon  him  tbe 
dignity  afbresaid,  under  a  protestation  that  it 
should  be  no  prejudice  to  the  right  of  his 
brother."  And  it  was  also  enacted,  "  That 
the  protectors  shall,  during  the  king's  minority, 
dispose  of  all  the  othces  of  the  forests,  keepers 
of  parks,  and  warrens ;  and  that  all  beneHces 
in  the  king's  eifi,  being  above  the  value  of  20 
marks,  shoulcf  continue  in  tlioir  disposal  during 
their  hvcs."  And  it  is  likewise'  said,  that  the 
protector's  salary  was  settled  then  at  8000 
maiks  a  year.  The  pari,  also  appointed  go- 
verivors  to  take  cai-c  of.  the  king's  person  and 
education,  who  were  Tho.  Beaufort  duke  of 
Exeter,  and  Henrj'  liis  brother  bp.  of  Winches- 
iher,  both  great  uncles  to  the  king. 

And  it  was  then  enacted,  "  Tlmt  all  estetet 
sliould  have  their  liberties  confirmed,  which 
have  not  been  revoked, %vithout  the  word  *coii- 
cedimus'  to  be  in  any  of  the  said  conHrmations: 
and  that  all  writs,  commissions  and  depend- 
ants of  the  same,  made  by  the  king's  council^ 
relating  to  this  pari,  be  confirmed  by  the  ao- 
tliority  of  the  same. — And  whereas  the  late 
king  Ilenry  V.  constituted  and  appointed  Hj. 
lord  Fitzhugh,  Walter  Hungerford,  Walter 
Beauchnmp,  Lewis  Robeart,  \Vm.  Porter,  Hob. 
Babthorpe,  John  Wood  house,  and  John  Le- 
vcnthorpe,  esqrs,  executors  of  his  last  will  tmd 
testament,  the  king  grauteth  now  to  them 
40,000  marks  tor  the  pcHbrmance  of  the  said 
will.  Nineteen  marks  due  to  tho  executors  of 
Henry  IV.  bv  oversight  of  the  supervisors  of 
tlic  said  will  from  the  duke  of  Gloucester^  and 
other  lords  there  named." 

A  subsidy  grartied.]  "  The  commons,  with 
the  assent  of  the  bps.  and  lords,  grant  to  the 
king  the  same  sutsidy  on  woollen  or  staple- 
wares,  tunnage  and  poundage  as  formerly,  for 
two  yeai"s  to  come." — And  it  was,  also,  enact- 
ed, "  That  all  such  Petitions  as  are  net  de- 
termined in  this  pari,  shall  be  referred  to  the 
king's  council  to  be  concluded  accord^g  to 
their  discretion.  Also,  certain  bps."^  and  lords, 
and  others  were  then  named  to  be  counsellors 
and  assistants  to  tlie  lord  protector  in  the 
governance  aforesaid*  And,  that  all  justices 
of  peace,  sherifTs,  essheators,  collectors  of 
the  customs,  comptrollers,  weighers,  searchers 
and  other  officers  be  placed,  or  .dbplacud,  ut 
their  determination.  That  these  counsellors 
may  have  the  advantage  of  all  manner  of 
wards,  n^arriages,  farms,  and  other  tasualties 
of  the  crown.  ^  And  that  notliing  be  ordainnU 
in  council  but  by  6  at  the  least,  or  tyore ;  awJ, 
in  ^  great  causes,   by  all^  or  the  greatest 


reign.  In  1439,  writs  of  stimmons  were  issued 
out,  in  the  young  kuig's  name,  dated  Sept.  $i9, 
for  a  pari,  to  nwct  on  the  Monday  nfext  after 
the  tcast  ofst.  IVhirtin,  at  Weatxiunster.  And, 
on  the  same  day,  before  any  other  business  was 
begun,  a  commission  durcctcd  to  Humphrey 
duke  of  Gloucester,  the  king's  Uncle,  empow- 
ering him  tt^  begin  the  pari,  was  read,  iu^  the 
presence  of  the  said  duke,  sitting  in  the  Paint- 
ed Chamber,  and  before  the  lords  and  com- 
mons assembled.  After  which  Henry  Chicheley, 
abp.  of  Canlcrbury,  by  command  of  the  said 
duke,  the  king's  commissioner,  declared  the 
cause  of  calling  tlie  said  pari,  and  took  for  his 
theme,  *  priucipes  populornm  congregati  sunt 
cum  Deo.' — h\  discoursing  on  which  words  he 
observed,  "  That  God  of  his  great  mercy  had 
left  issue  unto  them  of  the  most  victorious 
prince  Henry,  begotten  of  the  royal  blood  of 
France,  whereby  the  same  issue  was  now  be- 
come king  of  France.  That,  as  all  perfections 
were  Comprised  within  the  number  0,  since 
God  had  made  all  things  in  6  days,  so  his  didne 
niaj.  was  to  accomplish  the  good  beginnings  of 
the  famous  5th  Henry,  in  the  6th^  Henry  his 
son ;  who  would  that  all  estates  and  persons 
sltould  enjoy  their  full  liberties."  lie  then 
declared,  "  ilmt,  considering  the  king's  ten- 
der agei  this  pari,  was  called  for  3  causes ;  the 
1st  for  the  good  governance  of  the  king's  per- 
son ;  the  *2nd  for  preserving  the  peace :  the 
Srd  for  the  sure  defence  of  the  reidm.  But, 
that  it  principally  imported  them  to  provide 
some  honourable  and  discreet  persons  for  the 
governance  aforesaid,  in  which  they  all  ought 
to  give  their  best  advice.  He  desired  them  in 
this  to  follow  tlie  counsel,  which  JeUiro  gave 
to  Moses  in  Exodus,  vi^.  such  as  tcared  God, 
wise,  religions,  hating  covetousness,  puissant, 
&c."  And  then  concluded  with  desiring  the 
commons  to  chuse  a  Speaker,  and  present  him 
next  day  to  the  duke. 

Uoger  Floictr,  esq.  a  4th' time  chosen  Speak- 
er,'] Keccivers  and  triers  of  petitions  oeing 
appointed  for  England,  Ireland,  Wales,  and 
Scotland,  with  Gascoigny,  other  foreign  parts, 
antl  the  isles ;  on  Tuesday  being  the  2nd  day 
of  the  pari,  the  commons  presented  Roger 
Flower,  esq.  to  the  duke  and  lords  for  tm»ir 
Speaker;  who,  witli  tlie  usual  protestation, 
was  allowed. 

The  two  bps.  of  Durham  and  London,  the 
former  having  been  chanc.  of  England  in  the 
late  reign,  and  the  other  clmnc.  of  the  dutchy 
of  Normandy,  who  had  both  delivered  the 
■several  seals  of  their  offices  to  the  duke  oi 
Gteucester,  prayed  to  be  dischai^ed  by  act  of 
pari,  and  that  the  same  might  be  enrolled, 
which  was  granted.  It  was  then  also  enacted, 
that  the  king's  stile  and  titles  should  be 
changed,  and  that  upon  all  his  seals  should  be 
engraven  this  motto,  "  Henricus  rex  Francia, 
Sc  Angli^y  <i*  flominus  Hibernue," — ^At  the  re- 

3uest  of  tl^e  commons,  the  duke  of  Gloucester 
cdared  to  them,  that  the  king  had  appointed 
the  bp.  of  Durham  to  be  his  cliaocellor ;  Wm. 
BiiHirofe,  treasurer  «f  EnghuMl;    apd  John 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


347]  PARL.inST0RY,3HEBBY  VI.  UU^Lmti^Peirt.  Fai/mmi(!f\hcUtUKifi^IkbU,[^ 


pcurt  of  tbem ;  imd,  when  the  kmf^  is  to  be 
conferred  witluily  that  nothing  he  done  with- 
out  the  assents  of  the  duket»  of  Bedford  and 
Gloucester.  That  the  treasurer  of  ^ighind 
aud  the  2  chamberlains  of  the  excheouer  nmy 
have  each  of  them  a  key  to  the  kina^s  Receipt ; 
but  that  they  be  sworn  m  couscil,  to  make 
none  privy  thereto  but  the  members  thereof. 
I'hat  the  ckrks  of  the  council  be  sworn  to 
take  down  duly  the  names  of  such  .of  die 
couBbeiloiS  as  attend,  and  to  register  truly  all 
their  ordinances."  All  i^hich  articles  were 
enacted  and  couhrmed  by  pari. ;  with  a  pro- 
viso, "  That  all  such  othcers,  as  held  the 
Mune  for  htet  or  otherv^  ise,  may  be  allowed  to 
appoint  deputies,  any  of  these  articles  not- 
wichstandiiig.'^  These  excellent  rules  and  or- 
dinances *  being  raiitled  in  pari,  all  possible 
care  was  taken  for  the  good  governance  of  the 
reakn,  during  the  king's  minority. 

Several  goixi  Luxoi  patscd.']  Several  wise 
lnws  were  also  passed  in  this  pari,  for  the 
tttle$  of  which  we  refer  to  the  list  ^ea  at 
the  end  of  this  reicn. 

A  Furl.  calUdJj  In  1423  another  pari, 
was  called  by  wnts,  dated  Sept.  the  1st.  re- 
tnroable  on  the  SOth  of  Oct.  foilo^ving.  It  is 
remarkabie,  that  a  much  smaller  nuniber  of 
peers  were  summoned  to  this  and  the  last 
pari,  than  usual ;  from  whence  we  conclude, 
that  the  greatest  part  of  the  English  nobility, 
were,  at  that  time,  engaged  al^ad,  as  go- 
Ternors  of  some  conquered  city,  town,  or 
fortress ;  or  otherwise  withheld  by  some  im- 
portant poat  in  the  army.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the 

Peers  summoned  io  thin  ForUament, 
Horapbry,     thike    of    Richard,  lord  Strange 

Gloucester  Robert,  lord  Poynings 

•  Henry,   earl  of  Nor-    William  Id.  Bottrcaux 

thumberland  .    Thomas, lord  Dacseaf 

•Balpih,  earl  of  West-        Oikland 

mordand  William,  lord  Clinton 

,  I1».  lord.De  la  Warr    Wm.  lofid  Barriagton 

William,  lord  Ferrers    Thomas,  earl  Marahal 

of  Groby  £dm..earlof  March 

John,  lord  Welles  Thimias,  d.  of  Exeter 

John,  lord  Gra^tock  Rich,  earl  of  Warwick 
Besinald,  lord  Grey  of    James,  lord  Audley 

Ruthin     '  Richard,  k).  Cromwail 

John,  lord  Latymer        Henry,  Id.  fitz^ugh 

On  the  day.  of  the  meeting  .of  this  pari,  a 
commission  was  again  .read  to  .constitute  the 
^uke  of  Gloucester  lord  president;  and,  by 
his  command,  the  bp.  of  Durham,  iordchanc. 
opea^d  the  cause  of  the  summons,  with  this 
text  :*  *  Deum  timete,  cegera  honorificate.*  On 
these  words  he  argued,  <*  That  we  ought  to 
fear  God,  even,  with  a  child-like  fear ;  *  quo- 
niarn  qui  timet  Deum,  dili^it  eum,  et  tunc 
illumioabitur  cor  ^uh.'  And  that  th&king ought 
to  be  honoured,  smce  now  this  realm  had  at- 
tained their  wish ;  whioh  was,  tbat'thc  king  of 
England  mi^ht  ako  be  king  of  France.  And 
since  tlib  great  undertaking  wa5  brought  about 
by  the  labour  and  conquests  of  their  present 
kiiig's  father,  they,  ought  (o  honoarihiNik  o^iaUy 


for  it ;  for  Omms  qui  diiigU  eum  qui  genuit^ 
dUtgit  eum  qui  nut  us  est :  that  all  the  lords  of 
the  council,  a(<poitaed  by  tlic  liuit  [)arl.  for  tlic 
regency,  and  lor  tlie  due  observation  of  tl^e 
pence,  during  the  king's  minority,  jiere  as- 
sembled ;  in  order  to  take  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  pari,  towards  perfecting  tlic  ^me.*' 
Theu,  he  desired  tlie  commons  |»  chuse  their 
Speaker  aad  present  him  to  the  duke,  the 
lung's  cpmmissioner  in  this  pari. 

John  Hussel,  esq.  c/tosen  Speaker.]  The  r«- 
ceiv-ers  and  tryers  of  petitioi?^.  being  appointed, 
the  commons  presented  Jolrn  Ilussel,  esq.  i^ 
their  Speaker^  who  with  the  usual  protestation 
was  allowed. — A  -committee  of  the  coiuwoiia 
were  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  duke  of  Gloii^ 
ce6ier,  and  to  give  him  their  hearty  tlmoks 
for  vouchsaiing  to  conMnunicate  to  Uiem  the 
treaty  with  the  Scottish  ambassador,  for  tlic 
delivery  aiul  macriage  of  James  kio£;  of  Scot- 
land, which  they  greatly  ajJproved  of. — An 
ordinance  was  made.  '*  Thut  the  mint-master 
in  the  tower  shall  keep  the  exchange,  allowed 
him  by  the  last  pari,  during  the  king'^  plea- 
sure.*' And,  it  was  cnaoted|,  at  the  Petition  of 
tlic  uorthora  counties,  "  that  a  cc^tvage  sliould 
be  at  York,  during  the  king's  pleasure;  and 
that  ail  persons  do  bring  in  their,  gold,  these 
to  be  new  coined,  whit.h  is  not  of  full  weight," 

Orders  reluting  topatpnenl  of  the  late  Kin^s 
dehtsj]  On  the  17th  of  Dec.  on  accdimt  of 
the  appzx>aching  festival,  an  adjourmuent  took 
place  to  t!ie  15th  of  Jan.  1424.  On  the  da^ 
prefixed  being  again  assembled,  the  first  thiog 
worth  notice  that  tliey  w^it  upon  was,  "  That; 
on  the  Petition  of  the  executors  of  the  last 
will  of  rieiuy  IV.  the  king  had  by  his  letters 
patents  assigiQed  tlie  payment  of  40,000  marks 
to  the  executors  of  Henry  V.  to  the  end  that 
the  last  executors  should  pay  tlie  &rst,  and, 
■also^  dischioge  the  will  of  fienry  V.  whiqh 
letters  patents  were  confirmed  by  pari.  The 
said  cgiecatong  prayed,  that  tliey  might  have 
the  jewels,  plate,  and  goods  of  the  said  king 
Heniy  V.  to  the  value  of  40,000  marks,  which 
was  granted.  And  that  the  said  executors 
shall  ha¥e  all  the  waHs,  marriages,  goods^ 
debiB  and  chattels,  which  were  the  said  king's 
for  the  payment  of  his  debts.''  But  tlien  it 
was  enacted,  "  Tlmt  the .  executors  of  both 
the  late  kings  shall  pay  all  their  debts;  as 
w-ell  those  due  by  talley  as  by  debc^ntures." 
At  the  same  time  an  aot  wiis  passed,  '*  To 
secure  ^those  .persons  who  had  only  tlio  late 
king's  Jewels  m  pawn,  and  thait  they  should 
not  be  obhsed  to  deliver  the  same  till  their, 
debts  .¥M2re  paid.  And  tliat  tlie  bp.  of  Wiu- 
chester,  prho  lent  the  kii^  50,000  marks  qn 
the  crown,  j^hould  have  letters  patents  to  re- 
ceire  the  said  sum  out  of  the  customs.'^ — Tl>e 
bp.  of  Dutham,  cxeoutor  to  Henry  Bowett  late 
ahp.  of  York,  and  others,  petitioned  the  pact, 
"  to  order  the  payment  of  900 1.  lent  ^o 
Henry  V,  on  a  Tabernacle  of  gold,  once  be- 
longing to  the  dak«  of  Lancaster ;  and  to  be 
discharged  from  the  said  executors  on  tho 
dtlive^y  of  the  9aid  tah^mihdei  whidit  ^jr 
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<fommcm  *is<rtit,  was  confirmed."    On  the  pe-  I 
tition  9t'  Katherme  queen  of  England,  a  new  | 
dower  was  assigned  Iter,  instead  of  the  other  j 
granted   by  tlie  Inst  |)arl.  it  being,  in  many 
places,  fonnd  faulty  and  erroneous.— rLastly, 
John  Stafford,  treasurer  of  Engltm^   by  his 
petition,  prayed,  that  the  schcduk;,  indented, 
fiiade   between   him    and    the    executors  of 
Henry  V. ,  relating  to  the  goods  of  the  said 
king,  delivered  to  the  said  executors,  to  the 
value  of  40,000  marks,  A\ight  be  confiro\ed 
by  pari,  and  he  be  discharged  thereof;  wliich 
^•as  granted.'* 

The  Scotch  King  released,  and  a  Peace  con- 
cbided.'l  James,  king  of  Scotland,  having 
been'  a  prisoner  rn  England  ever  since  tlie 
reign  of  Henry  IV.  it  was  now  thouglit,  th&t  if 
he  were  set  at  liberty,  a  firm  and  lasting  peace 
might  be  established  between  the  two  nations. 
And  lest  the  obligacion  should  be  too  soon  for- 
got, it  was  also  proposed  to  give  him  to  wife 
Jane,  daughter  to  John  duke  of  Somerset,  and 
cou^in-german  to  tlie  yontig  king.  Accordingly, 
by  letters  patents,  directed  to  certain  bps.  and 
others,  a  treaty  was  9ct  on  foot  at  Durham, 
betwtnm  the  commissioners  of  both  nations ; 
and  the  said  letters  patents  were  not  only  con- 
finned  by  this  pari,  bat  the  pother  to  deliver 
up  the  knig  of  Scots,  on  the  conditions  aji^reed 
on,  was  also  ratified"  by  them.  The  Scotch 
king  was  released  from  his  captivity  of  16 
jears,  and  married  to  the  lady,  with  whom  he 
bad  a  large  dower,  besides  many  gifts  of  plate 
and  jeweb,  which  her  kindred  of  the  nobility 
presented  them  with.  At  his  departure  be 
was  also  induced  to  take  an  oath  of  friend- 
ship and  fidclitr,  say  some ;  or  as  other  histo- 
rians write,  did  homage  to  the  young  king  of 
England  at  his  castle  of  Windsor ;  wherein  he 
owned  that  he  held  and  claimed  his  kingdom 
under  a  superior  lord.  The  oath  was  in  these 
"words :  ^  I,  Jam^  Stewart,  king  of  Scotland, 
shall  be  true  and  faithful  unto  you,  lord  Hen- 
TT,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England  and 
France,  the  noble  and  superior  lord  of  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  which  I  hold  and  claim 
of  you.  And  I  shall  bear  you  my  faith  and  fi- 
delity of  life  and  limb,  and  worldly  honour, 
against  all  men;  4ind  faithfully!  shall  acknow- 
ledge and  do  you  service  due  for  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland  aforesaid ;  so  help  me  God,  and 
tlicse  holy  Evangelists."  See  HoHingshead's 
Chron.  p.  587. 

Petitions.]  On  the  petition  of  Joan,  queen 
of  England,  %vife  to  Henry  IV.  the  king,  by 
consent  of  pari,  restored  to  her  all  her  dower, 
and  the  arrears  of  the  same,  with  all  her  goods 
that  were  taken  from  her. — At  the  petitio'n  of 
the  master  and  brethren  of  the  hospital  of  st. 
Xconard's  in  York,  it  was  enacted,  "  That 
they  should  enjoy  all  their  threaves  of  corn, 
within  the  counties  of  York,  Cumberland, 
Westmoreland,  and  Lancaslnre;  and  that  they 
•may  recover  the  same  by  an  action  of  debt  or 
detinue."  This  statute  vras  made  remarkable, 
by  being  thefirst  occasion  of  a  great  revoluiion 
Which  'happened  -tome  yectfs  afker.— 4t  was 


enacted,  "  That  if  any  Mrson  sliould  carry 
ont  of  the  fecdin  feny  staple-ware,  from  the  sta- 
ple of  Calais,  uncustomed,  he  sh»ll  forfeit  tlia 
same,  and  make  fine  and  ransom  at  the  king*s 
pleasure.  Also,  that  no  licence  be  granted  to 
any  person  to  transport  any  slight  looms  out 
of  Ilampshire,  Kent,  Sussex,  and  York,  but 
only  to  Calais."  But  this  last  w*4s  only  to  con- 
tinue to  the  next  pari. 

Two  foreign  Ladies  naturxilixed.']  Two  fo- 
reign ladies  of  quality,  who  had  been  married, 
one  to  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  other  to 
the  duke  of  Gloucester,  were  naturalised  this 
pari.  The  former  was  Ana,  sister  to  Philip 
duke  of  Burgundy,  and  wife  to  John  duke  of 
Bedford,  recent  of  France ;  the  latter  was  Ja- 
quetine,  sole  daughter  and  heiress  to  VVm.duke 
of  Bavaria,  who  was  married  to  Humphrey 
duke  of  Gloucester,  lliis  princess,  bv  her  fa- 
ther's death,  had  the  govt,  of  "the  earldoms  of 
Hainault  and  Holland,  two  large  and  popukms 
countries,  descended  to  her;  and,  thougli  mar- 
ried to  John  duke  of  Brabant,  yet,  oa  pi-etence 
that  her  husband  was  too  nearly  related  to 
her  before  marriage,  or,  as  others  say,  for  his 
unkmd  usage  of  her,  she  left  him  and  came 
into  England,  where  she  soon  alter  becama 
duke  Humplirey's  wife,  to  the  great  displeasure 
of  her  former  husband,  and  the  ruin  of  -the 
English  interest  in  France. 

An  ex  post  facto  Art  against  sir  John  Morti* 
mcrJ]  Sir  John  Mortimer,  of  Bishop's  Hat- 
field, Hertford,  having  been  indicten  on  the 
oath  of  one  King,  servant  to  sir  Rob.  Scot, 
keeper  of  the  Tower  ofLondon,  upon  the  Sta- 
tute of  Escapes;  an  act  was  made  this  pari,  on 
purpose  to  destroy  liim,  alledging  sevural  other 
articles  against  him.  As,  1st,  tliat  tlie  said  sir 
John  had  contrived  with  liim  to  break  out  of 
his  imprisonment,  and  had  promised  him  im- 
mediately a  reward  of  401.  a  year,  to  be  aid- 
ing and  assilting  to  him  in  his  escape ;  and  aA 
tenvardii  an  earldom.  2nd,  that  the  said  sir  , 
John  told  him,  that  after  his  ee-cape  he  would 
go  into  Wales  to  the  earl  of  lyLarch ;  and, 
having  raised  40,000  inen,  Voutfl  enter  the 
kitigdoHi  again,  and  cut  off  the  heads  of  tlie 
protector  and  the  bp.  of  Winchester. — Srd,  he 
had  told  this 'informant,  that  the  %arl  of  March 
was  rightful  heir  to  tlie  crown  of  England,  and 
that  after  him  he  was  the  next  heir;  where- 
fore, if  the  earl  of  March  refused  to  recover 
his  right,  he  himself  would  take  upon  him  the 
regal  power  as  his  due." — Lastly,  that  when 
he  came  into  Wales,  if  tlie  6arl  of  March 
w<Druld  not  accept  liis  service,  nor  engage  in 
the  cause,  he  would  then  fly  into  France,  an^ 
assist  the  French  k  nig  against  Henry,  and  did 
not  doubt  but  in  the  end  he  shoulcl  gain  his 
desij;n. — It  appears  by  the  Record,  that  this 
sir  John  Mortimer  had  been  committed  pri- 
soner to  the  toweir,  for  suspicion  of^trcasop 
done  against  the  late  king,  from  whence  !» 
had  made  his-escape  the  first  year  of  this  reign. 
For  which  €«(;^i^c  alone,  we  suppose,  he 'was 
indicted,  -aiA  tliis  indictment,  by  the  authority 
of  pari/  was  -uUowcd  to  be  good ;  and  the  said 
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sir  John  being  agaia  apprehended  and  brought 
before  tiiis  purl,  judgment  was  given  against 
hijiiy  to  be  carried  back  to  tlie  tower,  and 
drawn  from  Uience  to  Tjfbum,  there  to  be 
banged,  di-awn,  and  quartered ;  his  head  set 
on  London  bridge,  and  his  four  quarters  on  the 
lour  gates  of  the  city. 

A  SuOsidi/  granted.]  On  the  18th  of  Feb. 
this  pari,  gnintcd  the  king  the  same  subsidy 
,  ou  tonnage  and  poundage  as  in  the  last.  It 
was  also  enacted,  that  morcliant-strangers  shall 
only  pay  43s.  and  4d.  duty  on  every  sack  of 
wool,  notwitlijitanding  the  grant  made  in  the 
7th  year  of  the  last  reign. 

The  Projector's  power  reduced  bif  Pari.] — 
Tliey  ilext  appointed  and  named  the  bps.  and 
lords,  with  other  persons  that  were  to  be  of 
the  king^s  council.  All  which  pennons  took 
upon  them  to  act,  on  certain  rules  and  articles 
assigned  them;  far  stricter  than  the  last,  and 
very  derogatory  to  the  power  of  the  protector. 

A  Pari,  called.  The  infant  King  carried  to 
the  haute.]  The  French  war  was  still  carried 
on  by  the  regent  ai^ainsl  the  dauphin  with  va- 
rious success  ;  whilst  the  IVotector  thought  fit 
to  call  another  pari.  The  writs  were  dated  the 
24th  of  Feb.  1425,  and  returnable  at  West- 
-,  minster  the  31st  of  April,  The  Protector  and 
Council  thought  it  necessary,  in  order  to  en- 
gage both  lords  and  commons  more  zealously  in 
tlieir  interests,  to  bring  the  infant  king  into 
the  house;  and  accordingly,  on  the  day  of 
their  meeting,  he  was  carried  through  the  city, 
on  a  great  horj^e,  to  Westminster.  The  people 
flocked  in  great  multitudes  to  behold  him; 
and  imagining  that  they  could  discern  the  fea- 
ture*  and  virtues  of  his  father  to  be  trans- 
planted into  lum  by  nature,  they  loaded  him 
w  ith  loud  acclamations  and  hearty  wishes  of  a 
long  and  happy  lite.  Being  come  to  the  pa- 
lace, he  was  from  thence  conducted  to  the 
house  of  lords,  and  sat  on  his  mother's  knee 
in  the  throne.  "  It  was  a  strange  sight,*'  says 
Speed,  "  and  the  .first  time  it  ever  was  seen  in 
England,  an  infant  sitting  in  his  mother's  lap, 
aiid  before  it  could  tell  what  l^Jiglish  meant;  to 
tjxercise  the  place  of  sovereign  direction  in 
open  pifrl.'*  The  commons  being  called. 

The  bp,  of  Winchester,  then  lord  chancellor 
opened  the  cause  of  the  sunnnons  in  manner 
ibllowing  i — For  the  head  of  his  discourse  he 
'chose  these  words,  Gloria^  honor,  et  pai,  omni 
operanti  bonum;  this  he  divided  into  three 
branches,  viz.  bonum  hvneslutn,  which  consisted 
in  the  due  obedience  of  the  subject;  bonum 
delectubile,  which  was  giving  good  council ;  and 
bonuni  utile,  which  was  the  free  and  willing  re- 
lief they  owed  to  their  prince  and  common- 
wealth. By  the  1st,  he  argued  that  God  was 
most  glorified ;  by  tlic  2nd,  the  prince  best 
honoured  ;  by  the  3rd,  tlie  subject's  safety  bet- 
ter guarded.  According  to  the  sjiying  in  st. 
Luke,  •  Gloria  in  excelsis  Deo,  in  terra  pax,  et 
hominibus  bona  voluntas.*  Glory  is  given  to 
God  b)r  due  obedience  in  the  subjects ;  the 
prince  is  honouied  by  having  sound  advice 
given  him;  and  the  subjects  governed  in.peace 


by  relieving  thfcir  prince.  And  in  t^Jie  af- 
firmed that  princes  oadit  to  be  obeyed  Uiougb 
they  were  evil ;  accord hig*  to  the  comniaud  of 
St.  Peter,  'obcditepnepositis;^  for  althougli  they 
were  not  good  in  inemsclves,  yet,  as  they 
coumianded  many  goi)d  things  to  be  observed, 
they  ought  to  he  obeyed;  and  put  them  iu 
mind  that,  'Sicutprinceps  tenetur  regcrc  rcga- 
Hter,hic  plebsobedire.' — On  his  second  division, 
relating  to  sound  Couusel,  he  urged  this  text, 
<  Sal  us  ubi  midta  cQu^iiia,'  and  told  them  tliat  au 
elephant  had  three  properties,  the  one,  in  that 
he  wanted  a  gall ;  the  'ind  for  that  he  was  iu- 
fiexiblc  and  could  not  bow ;  and  the  3rd,  in 
that  he  was  of  a  most  sound  and  perfect  me* 
mory ;  all  which  properties  he  wished  might 
be  in  all  Counsellors.  That  for  tlieir  wanting 
a  gall,  they  might  be  thereby  free  from  au 
malice,  rancour  and  envy;  by  being  inflexible,, 
that  they  should  not  stoop  to  any  reward,  nor 
in  judgment  respect  any  person;  and  of  a 
sound  memory,  that  they  by  calling  to  mind 
dangers  past,  might  prevent  perils  to  come. — 
Hislast  topic,  for  the  relief  of  the  king;  he 
urged  that  it  ought  to  be  done  Vvith  all  readi- 
ness of  mind,  considering  that  God,  by  the 
young  prince,  his  chosen  vessel,  there  bcibre 
them,  had  not  only  governed  them  iu  safety, 
but  had  also  given  to  them  many  honourable 
victories  and  great  conquests ;  all  wliich  ought 
to  enforce  them  more  willingly  to  ofier,  that 
their  grants  should  be  more  readily  taken. 
Lastly,  he  desired  the  Commons  to  go  together 
and  chusc  their  Speaker  and  present  him  tlic 
next  dav. 

Sir  T.  Nanton  elected  Speaker.]  Accord- 
ingly, tliey  presented  sir  Thomas  Kanton,  knt. 
for  their  Speaker,  before  the  king  and  lords, 
who?»e  excu»6  being  not  allowed,  he,  with  tlte 
usual  protestation,  was  accepted  of. 

The  Cotnmom  comulted  in  a  Case  of  frecC'" 
dencj/  in  Peerage]  But  the  business  of-  tlii:* 
session  was  much  interrupted  by  a  quarrel  l>e- 
tween  two  great  men  about  a  right  of  prece- 
dency. John  Mo\vbray,  earl  marshal,  and  lid. 
Beauchanip,  earl  of  Wanvick,  were  the  two 
antagonists ;  and  each  laid  claim  to  the  higher 
place  in  the  parliament-house.  They  were, 
however,  commanded  not  to  come  to  the  house 
till  the  matter  between  them  was  fully  heard  ; 
and  learned  counsel  was  allowed  them  to  pk  ad 
and  speak  to  their  respective  claims.  The 
duke  of  Gloucester,  as  protector,  with  tlic  bi:- 
shops  and  the  rest  of  the  peers,  sat  adjudges  ; 
and  they,  with  tlie  members  of  the  lower  house, 
were  all  sworn  to  give  upright  judgment  in  the 
cause,  without  favour  or  aftection. — Sir  K. 
Cotton  has  taken  pains  to  extract,  from  the 
record,  the  substance  of  the  pleas  on  both 
sides ;  which  is  prefixed  to  his  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  pari. — ^The  counsel  for  both 
tliese  earls  having  ^nished  their  pleas  and  de- 
manded judgment ;  it  might  perhaps  have  per- 
plexed the  ministry  how  to  please  them  botli, 
but,  tliat  a  method  was  devised  to  do  it  elfec- 
tuallv.  The  earl  marshal  had  lx^cn  privately 
required  ]to  put  in  his  claim  for  being  restored 
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to  the  title  of  duke  of  Norfolk ;  acArding  to 
the  creation  of  Thomas  his  father,  and  as  bro- 
ther and  heir  to  Thomas,  who  died  without 
i&siie,  son  of  the  said  Thomas  his  father ;  which 
claim,  when  it  was  pubhclv  made,  was,  for  se- 
veral reasons,  eranted  and  conHrmed  by  pari. 
And  thereby  the  Precedency  was  placea  out 
of  the  reach  of  dispute. 

A  Subsidy  granted^l  In  this  pari,  the  for- 
mer subsidy  on  wools  was  grantea  for  3  years 
longer;  and  tonnage  and  poundage  for  1  year; 
upon  c<toditiou,  that  foreign  merchants  should 
be  strictly  looked  to  for  their  duties. 

Petitions^l  jJn  Petition  of  Ann,  late  wife 
to  Edmund  eau  of  March  and  Ulster,  it  was 
ordained  that  the  said  Ann  should  have  livery 
t>f  her  dower,  on  finding  of  any  oihces  after 
the  death  of  the  said  earl,  and  upon  her  path 
not  to  many.  That  part  relating  to  the  offices 
we  do  not  understand;  but  this  lady  was  the 
widow  of  the  said  earl  of  March;  and  dying 
without  issue,  he  lefl  his  honour  and  estate  to 
R.  Plantagenet,  earl  of  Cambridge,  his  sister's 
son ;  who,  being  thereby  heir  to  Lionel  duke 
of  Clarence,  first  began  the  Contest,  between 
the  t>vo  houses,  for  the  crown  of  England. — ^A 
petition  of  the  commons  was  exhibited  this 
pari.  '<  That  ail  parsons,  vicars,  and  others. 
Laving  cures,  and  not  resident  upon  them, 
may  forfeit  their  benefices;  one  half  to  the 
king  and  the  other  half  to  the  patron.'*  An- 
swer. The  king  hath  commanded  the  abp.  of 
Canterbury  ana^York  to  provide  a  remedy. — 
There  are  several  other  matters  relating  to 
more  private  affairs,  in  the  abridgment,  which 
we  shall  pass  over;  and  oniy  mention  one 
which  has  a  more  public  concern,  and  wliich 
Cotton  hath  given  us  in  these  words : — "  It  is 
enacted,  that  the  quarrel  and  combat,  betwixt 
the  duke  of  Gloucester  and  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, do  in  no  case  proceed;  but  that  the 
same  by  the  king's  letters  patents  be  com- 
mitted to  the  old  French  lung,  tlie  king's 
mother,  and  the  regent  of  France ;  and  that 
the  duke  of  Burgundy  do  deliver  into  indifiei^ 
ent  hands  the  person  of  my  lord  of  Glou- 
cester." 

Several  acts  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Ifation.}  In  this  parL  there  were  several  acts 
passed  tor  the  public  benefit.  The  chief  of 
which  are*.  I.  Against  the  exportation  of  sheep 
beyond  sea,,  without  the  kmg's  hcence;  be- 
cause by  carrying  of  sheep  into  Flanders,  and 
other  parts,  the  wool  of^  England  would  at 
length  .become  of  httle  value,  and  the  woollen 
manufacture  of- the  nation  >  be  ereatly  dimi- 
nished. To  remedy  this,  tlieylaia  on  a  lieavv 
tax  of  43s.  a  sack  upon  exported  wools,  which 
was  lOs;  more  than  ever  was  paid  before  for 
th^  like  quantity. — ^U.  For  the  exportation  of 
butter  and  cheese,  to  encourage  nusbandry ; 
eiving  the  chanc.  of  England  leave  to  grant 
.  Iicenees,  at  his  discretion,  to  such  persons  as 
•hall  desire  to  vend  the  said  articles  in  forei^ 
par^  as  weU  as  at  the  great  staple  at  Calais, 
"—in.  That  all  merchant  strangers,  within  15 
days  afler  they  vre  huuied,  ia  oay  port  of  t)us 

V  01.  1, 


kingdom,  shall  take  lodgings  or  other  habita- 
tions, in  the  to^n  or  place  where  the  port  is, 
under  some  Englishmen ;  and  shall  not  roak^ 
any  sale  of  any  goods  or  merchandize  till  the^ 
are  so  settled;  and  then  shall  sell  all  their 
merchandize  within  40  days  next  ensuing ;  and 
if  any  goods  remain  unsold  after  that  time  they 
shall  be  foifeited  to  the  king's  use.  This  act 
was  intended  for  a  double  benefit;  first,  that 
the  king  might  not  be  defrauded  of  his  cus- 
toms ;  and  next,  that  strangers  might  not  by 
keeping  of  their  goods  and  meichaudizes,  un« 
derstaud  the  wants  of  the  nation  and  so  raise 
the  prices. 

W<trrel  between  the  Lord  Protector,  and  the 
hf.  of  Winchester  referred  to  Purl.'^  About 
tliis  time  it  was,  that  a  dangerous  quarrel  was 
set  on  foot  between  two  very  great  men,  both 
chief  supporters  to  the  house  o^'  Lancaster, 
Humphrey  lord  protector,  and  Henry  Beau- 
fort, the  rich  hp.  of  Winchester,  great  uncla 
to  the  kmg.  The  latter  of  these,  by  his  mag^^ 
nificence  and  grandeur,  seemed  so  much  to 
oub-shine  the  Protector  liimself,  though  almost 
on  the  throne,  that  he  drew  on  him  the  odium 
and  jealousy  of  the  other.  The  haughty  spirit 
of  the  bp.  beuig  legate  to  tlie  pope  in  England, 
was  so  great,  tnat  the  Protector  could  not  en- 
dure his  pride;  and  such  an  unplacable  enmity 
grew  between  them,  that  great  parties  wef« 
raised,  on  both  sides,  for  each  other's  defen9e.. 
In  short,  a  civil  war  it  was  much  dreaded 
would  be  the  consequence ;  and,  all  tlieir  mu- 
tual friends  could  do,  was  not  sulhcient  to  pa- 
cify the  mind  of  the  Protector,  or  to  make  th# 
Prelate  yield  any  further,  than,  as  he  thought^ 
was  becoming  his  high  place  mid  state.  In 
this  situation  the  bp.  nowever,  thought  proper 
to  write  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Bedford,  re- 
gent of  France,  to  come  Qver  and  endeavour 
to  heal  matters  between  them.  The  duk« 
came  accordingly,  and  calhng  a  council  of  that 
ohief  nobility  at  st.  Albans,  many  hot  contests 
arose;  and,  nothing  being  concluded  at  that 
time,  it  was  adjourned  to  Northampton,  but 
to  as  little  purpose ;  till,  at  last,  it  was  deter« 
mined,  that  these  di0crences  should  be  referred 
to  pari. 

jA  Pari,  cabled,']  Accordingly,  writs  of  snm^ 
mons  were  issued  out,  dated  Westminster, 
Jan.  7,  143^,N  for  one  to  meet,  at  Leicester, 
on  the  18th  of  Feb.  At  whicli  time  and  place 
being  assembled,  in  the  great  hall  of  the  castle 
of  Leicester, 'much  care  had  been  taken  to 
prevent  any  tumults  between  the  great  trains 
of  the  protector  and  the  bishop,  by  strictly 
prohibiimg  any  person  whatsoever,  to  come 
thither  with  swords  or  any  other  warlike  wea* 
pon.  Which  order,  though  ii}  was  hterally  oh- 
served,  yet  the  lords  and  their  attendants 
came  armed  with  batts,  or  great  clubs,  on  ther 
shoulders ;  from  whence  Uiis  meeting  got  tlii 
name  of  the  ''  Pariiamc nt  of  Bats  ;f/  but  this, 
also,  as  soon  as  it  was  taken  notice  of,  was  pro- 
hibited. Being  all,  at  lei^ch,  sat  in  a  peace- 
aole  manner,  ^is  aforesaid,  die  youi^  king 
being  there,  also,  present,  the  bp.  of  Wiu-  - 
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"Chester,  as  Id.  chanc.  of  England,  declared  I 
the  cause  of  the  summons,  in  a  very  short  I 
tnarin'pr ;  for,  after  telling  them  that  the  king's 
,win  was,  that  all  estates  should  enjoy  their  I 
liberties,  he  took  his  subject  from  these  words 
of  St.  Paul :  .Sir  facite  nt  sahl  sifis.  The*ic 
^ic  learned  prelate  divided  into  3  par!s,  and 
j-efcrrt'd  them:  *  First  to  God,  for  protecting 
the  faith  of  the  church,  against  all  invasions 
from  lollards  and  heretics  ;  *idly,  by  imparting 
sound  counsel ;  and,  la:*tly,  by  granting  the 
bevcral  needful  subsidies.  By  which,  he 
kthrmed,  three  virtues  and  conveniences 
would  follow,  viz.  glory  to  God,  by  protecting 
his  taith ;  hpnour  to  the  kmc,  by  receiving 
good  advice;  and  peace  to  the  subject,  by 
their  liberal  grants.  In  all  which  he  desirecl, 
that  every  estate  of  this  pari,  would  labour ; 
ftud  that  the  commons  would  chuse,  and  the 
next  day  present,  their  Speaker.* 

Sir'Ji.  lei^non  chasm  Speaker."^  The  king's 
letters  patents  were  read,  v\  hereby  he  appointed 
John  duke  of  Bedford  his  commisbioner,  to 
prorogue  and  dissolve  tiiis  pari,  at  his  plciisure. 
The  same  day  the  commons  pre*;ented,  before 
the  king,  sir  Rd.  Vernon,  knight,  to  be  their- 
Speaker;  who,  with  the  common  protestation, 
Mi\s  alloVi'edv 

Tfir  Lord  Protector  and  the  hp.  of  Winches- 
trr  reconciled.'^  Then  the  commons  expressed 
their  grciat  dislike  to  the  dissentions  between 
dnke  Humphrey  and  the  bp.  of  Winchester, 
^nd  moved  for  their  reconcilement.  On  which, 
the  duke  of  Bedfoi*d,  some  bps.  and  other  lords, 
Ynade  a  solemn  decree  amongst  themselves, 
to  hear  and  determine  the  said  difference, 
t\*ithout  favour  or  affection.  Which  order, 
Rlter  every  one  of  the  loi-ds  had  sworn  to  ob- 
?<erve,  they  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  commons. 
Tliey  then  proceeded  in  the  matter,  and,  at 
length,  caused  the  said  duke  and  hp.  by  their 
formal  instruments,  to  have  their  disputes 
tiompromised,  artd  referred  to  the  decision  of 
A  select  committee  of  certain  bps.  and  lords; 
-wlio,  after  some  time,  came  to  this  resolu- 
tion: first,  that  the  said  bp.  of  Winchester 
fehould  submit  himself  to  tne  king's  mercy; 
•which  he  did  accordingly.  And,  then  the 
xluk6  of  Bedford,  in  open  pari,  pronounced 
the  said  bp.  innocent  of  what  was  alledged 
figainst  him,  in  t^iat  he  procured  a  person  to 
murder  tlie  late  king,  when  he  was  pj-ince, 
us  the  murderer  himself  confessed  who  was 
idrowned  by  the  earl  of  Arundel.  And,  also, 
in  tliat  he  should  counsel  and  advise  tbo  said 
prince  to  have  deposed  Heni-y  IV.  his  father. 
JLikewisti,  it  tvas  awarded  bythe  said  com^ 
•mittee,  that  the  bp.  should  acknowledge  his 
-offence  to  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  and,  in  usub* 
missive  manner,  ask  his  pardon ;  that  tJie  said 
<luke  should  fi-eely  forgfve  him;  and,  in  token 
bf  a  thorough  reconciliation,  each  should  take 
the  other  by  the  hand,  which  was  accordingly 
•clone  "before  the  whole  assembly.  Soiiie  lime 
•after  the  bp.  of  Winchester  petitioned  ;^he 
pari,  to  be  discharged  of  the  great  seal,  as 
-rhanrpllor, -wliich,  by  common  consent,  was 
frantcd.  -     • 


This  15  all  the  account  which  sir  R.  Cotton 
has  thought  fit  to  extract,  relating  to  this  strong 
contention  between  these  two  noblemen ;  who, 
though  so  nearly  related  as  uncle  and  nephew, 
yet  still  carried'  on  that  implacable  malice 
against  each  otlier,  which  ended  not  but  in  the 
death  of  one  or  both  gf  them.  However,  tlie 
chronicles  of  Hall  and  Hollingshead  are  not 
so  silent  in  this  matter ;  they  tell  us,  that  when 
the  aflfoir  of  the  quarrel  was  brought  before  th« 
pari,  and  each  party  allowed  to  plead  his 
cause  freely,  the  Protector,  who  looked  upon 
himself  as  the  person  a^rieved,  exhibited  five 
Articles  against  the  Bishop,  to  all  which  ho- 
was  urged  to  give  in  his  Answer,  Wliich  Arti- 
cles and  Answei'S  are  as  follow : 

Articles  of  Accusation  presented  to  the  Pari, 
hp  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  against  Henrif^ 
Bishop  of  Winchester^  with  his  Ansuers  r# 
them  severallif. 

I.  That  Rd.  Woodvile,  esq.  keeper  of  tlia 
tower  of  London,  did  by  the  instigation  and 
encouragement  of  the  said  bp.  of  Winchester, 
deny  admittance  to  liim  the  said  duke  of 
Gloucester,  then  being  Protector  of  the  king- 
dom, into  the  tower,  contrary  to  reason  and 
duty,  and.in  derogation  to  the  king's  authority. 
— To  this  Article  the  bp.  answered,  **  That 
while  tlie  d.  of  Glbucester  was  gone  into  Hai- 
nault,  it  happened  that  many  pamphlets  and 
reports  being  dispersed  up  and  down  the  city 
of  London  Umdiiig  to  rebellion,  it  was  ordered 
by  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  council,  that  Rd. 
Woodvile,  esq.  j^hould  with  a  suthcient  number 
of  armed  men  have  the  keeping  of  the  tower, 
and  should  not '  permit  any  man  to  come  into 
the  tower  stronger  than  himself,  without  the 
special  commandment  of  the  king,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  council.  After  this  strict  charge 
thed.  of  Gloucester  returning  out  of  HainauTt, 
and  not  .approving  the  fortifying  the  tower, 
told  the  citizens,  who  were  dissatisfied  at  it, 

*  ITiat  had  he  been  in  England  it  should  not 
have  been  so ;'  and  immediately  going  to  the 
tower  demanded  admittance,  but  Woodnle, 
not  daring  to  give  him  entrance,  came  to  the 
bp.  of  W^inchester  for  advice,  who  told  him, 

*  that  the  duke  of  Gloucester  took  more  upon 
him  than  he  ought,  and  that  before  he  admitted 
him  into  the  tower,  he  ought  to  provide  himself 
a  sufiirient  warrant  of  the  king  and  council  for 
his  so  rfoing  contrary  to  the  former  order." — 
IT.  That  the  bp.  of  Winchester,  without  the 
advice  or  consent  of  the  d.  of  Gloucester,  or  of 
his  majesty's  Privy  Council,  contrived  and  pur- 
posed to  lay  hanas  on  his  majesty's  person,  and 
to  have  removed  him  from  Eltham,  the  place 
that  he  was  then  in,  to  Windsor,  there  to  put 
him  under  the  govt,  of  such  persons  as  he 
pleased. — ^The  bp.'s  Answer  to  this  Article  was, 
"  That  he  never  could  propound  to  himself 
any  advantage  by  removing*the  king,  or  faking 
him  into  his  custody  or  charge'  nor  did  ever 
intend  to  meddle  with  any  thing  about  the 
king's  person  without  the  advice  of  the  privy 
council,  a&iu  time  aad  place  he  could  prove."— 
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Hi,  That  the  bp  of  Winchester  knowing  that 
the  d.  of  Gloucester  had  resolved  to  prevent 
his  design  of  seizing  the  king's  person  at  Elt- 
hain>  laid  wait  tor  hiin,  by  placing  anncri  men 
at  the  end  of  London-hridje,  and  in  the  vvia- 
Aiws  of  tlie  cliambcrs  and  cellars  in  South- 
wark,  to  have  kilied  hira,  if  he  had  passed  that 
way ;  all  which  is  ag  unst  the  king's  peace,  and 
duty  of  a  true  sutiject. — The  np.'s  defence 
was,  "  That  true  indeed  it  is,  that  he  did  pro- 
vide a  certain  number  of  arraed  men,  and  set 
them  at  the  loot  gf  London-bridge,  and  otlier 

E laces,  without  aay  intention  to  do  any  bodily 
arm  to  the  d.  of  Gloucester,  but_merely  for 
his  own  safety  and  defence,  being  informed  by 
several  crechble  persons,  that  the  d.  of  Glou- 
cester had  purposed  bodily  harm  to  him,  and 
gathered  tc^ether  a  company  of  citizens  fur 
that  end."— r^.  That  the  late  king  Ilenry  V. 
told  liim,  that  when  he  was  prmce,  a  man  was 
seiijcd  in  his  cliamber,  who  was  hid  behind  the 
IjangingsJ  and  confessed  after  Ids  apprehension, 
that  he  was  set  at  work  by  the  bp.  of  Win- 
chester, to  kill  the  prince  in  his  bed.  He  was 
delivered  to  the  earl  of  Arundel,  who  drowQed 
hun  in  a  sack  in  the  Thames. — To  this  accusa- 
tion tlje  bp.  rephed,  "  That  he  was  ever  a 
true  and  faithful  subject  to  his  sovereigns,  and 
never  purposed  or  contrived  any  treason 
against  any  of  their  persons,  and  especially 
agaiiist  his  sovereign  lord  Henry  V.  And  this 
he  thought  was  sufficiently  evident  to  any,  that 
considered  the  great  wisdom  and  coura|;e  of 
the  said  king,  and  the  great  trust  he  reposed  in 
hhn  so  long  as  he  ren^ained  king,  whicli  he 
would  not  have  done  had  he  found  hiin  guilty 
of  such  unfaithfulness  to  him  while  he  was 
prince."— V.  That  the  bp.  of  Winchester  in 
the  sickness  of  k.  Henry  IV.  advised  his  son 
prince  Ilenry,  to  assume  tlie  govt,  of  the  na- 
tion before  his  father's  death,  as  the  said  pcuicc 
himself  told  him.— The  bp.  replied,  "  That 
this  waii  mere  calumny,  which  could  not  be 
proved ;  and  he  hoped  the  pari,  would  appoint 
them  judges,  that  he  mli-lit  vindicate  his  ho- 
nour, or  else  leave  him  to  sue  out  his  right  be- 
fore suitable  judges." — VI,  That  the  bp.  of 
Winchester  had,  m  bis  letter  to  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  plainly  declared  his  inalicious  purpose 
gf  assembling  the  people,  and  stirring  up  a  re- 
bellion in  the  nation,  contrary  to  the  kin«;'s 
peace. — The  bishop's  answei;  w^s,  "  That  he 
never  had  any  intention  to  disturb  tlie  peace 
of  the  nation,  or  raise  any  rebellion,  but  sent 
to  the  duke  of  Bedford  to  com,e  over  in  luute 
to  settle  all  things  tliat  were  pr^udic^l  to  th^ 
peace ;  and  though  he  had  indeed  written  in 
the  letter,  *  That  if  he  tarried,  we  shall  put 
the  land  in  adventure  by  a  held,  such  a  brotlier 
you  have  here;'  he  did  not  mean  it  of  any  de-; 
sign  of  his  own,  but  concerning  the  sed^tiou^ 
assemblies  of  masons,  carpenters,  tilers  and 
plaisterers,  who  being  distasted  by  the  late  act 
pf  pari,  agamst  excessive  wages  of  those  trades, 
had  given  out  many  seditious  speeches  and 
menaces  against  the  groat  men,  wliich  tended 
^uQh  tq  rebellious  and  j^xt  the  duke  of  Glou< 


ccster  did  not  use  his  endeavour,  as  he  ought 
to  luivc  done  in  his  place,  to  suppress  such  un- 
lawful asbemblie?,  so  that  he  leared  the  khiu; 
and  his  good  subjects  must  have  made  a  iidc( 
to  withstand  them :  to  prevent  wluch,  h^ 
chiefly  desired  tiie  duke  of  Bedford  to  com4 . 
over." 

'1  his  charge,  and  the  answers  to  it,  being 
thus  delivered  into  the  pari,  the  further  cxaml*^ 
nation  of  it  was  by  the  houses  devolved  upon  a 
select  number  of  lords,  who  having  thoroughly 
examined  all  matters,  acquitted  the  bp  and  by  t^ 
formal  award  enjoined  them  to  be  hrm  friends 
for  tlie  future;  and  by  such  inducements 
wrought  upon  them,  that  they  shook  hands,  [ 
ajid  parted  with  all  outward  signs  of  perfect 
love  and  agreement,  which  gave  a  mighty  sa-t 
tisfaction  to  all  people,  both  of  the  clergy 
and  laity.  And  tjio  king,  by  the  ad  vice,  of  hia^ 
council,  made  a  magniticent  feast  at  Whit- 
suntide, to  rejoice  for  this  happy  rcconcilia-. 
tion.  After  this  the  pari,  sat  till  June  the 
15th ;  but  did  nothing  more  than  raise  a  sup-i 
ply  of  men  and  money  to  cairy  on  the  coiw 
quest  of  France,  which  were  gathered  out  of 
the  great  9ities  and  towns  of  the  kingdoo^ 
chie^. 

A  Pari,  called.']  A  fresh  supply  'being  much 
wanted  for  tlie  war,  writs  of  summons  wer* 
issued  for  caUiug  a  pari,  to  meet  at  Westmin- 
ster, Oct.  14ih,  1428.  W^hen  beuig  all  assem-, 
bled  before  tlie  king,  hi  the  Painted  Chai^bcr 
of  the  palace,  John  Kempc,  abp.  of  York,  then 
chancellor,  opened  the  cause  of  tlic  simimons^ 
taking  for  his  text  these  words,  out  of  Macca- 
bees, *  Suie  providcntia  rcgali  hnpossihile  est 
pasem  rcaibus  dare,'  from  which  he  deduced 
two  heads  of  discourse.  The  1st  was  the  duty 
of  the  prince  towards  his  subjects ;  and  the 
other  the  duty  of  the  subjects  to  their  prince. 
The  1st  of  tliese  he  again  subdivided  into  3. 
other  points  belonging  to  it ;  that  the  subjects 
should  be  defended  from  any  foreign  invasion ; . 
tliat  justice  should  be  indifferently  administered; 
and  that  peace  should  be  kept  within  the  # 
reahn.  Three  things,  he  said,  also  belonged 
to  the  subjects ;  1st,  that  they  should  grant 
large  supplies  for  their  better  defence  in  time 
of  war ;  in  peace,  that  they  would  readily  obey  ' 
their  magistrates,  and  meekly  to  submit  tliem-.  ' 
selves  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land.  All 
which  the  better  to  accomplish,  the  king  had 
ctdled  this  pari,  and  con6rmid  all  their  liber- 
ties :  and  that  business  might  b^' sooner  begun 
and  ended,  he  desired  the  Coyiunons  to  make 
choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  present  him  tlie  next 
day  before  the  king." 

John  Ti/rril,  esg^  elected  Speaker.']  Accord- 
higly  the  commons  chose  John  Tyrril,  esq., 
whose  ^cus^  not;  being  allowed,  with  the 
usual  protestation,^  he  was  admitted.  This 
pari,  is  said  to  have  sat,  from  tlie  date  afore-, 
said,  to.  the  8tl^  of  Dpc, ;  but  no  account  of 
any  business  done  at  it  is  given  us.  By  reason^ 
of  the  Cliristma;)  hoUdays,  it  was  then  pro-v 
rogued,  by  the  lord  proMsctpr^  to  the  y^tk  Q^ 
Jan.  U^9y 
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A  Subsidy  and  a  PoU-trnx  granted.]  The 
£rst  thing  v^e  find  then  mentioned  is  the  gnwt 
of  » large  Subsidy,  which  was  St.  a  tun  for  all 
wise  imported,  and  19d.  in  the  pound  for  all 
merchandize.  Besides  this,  there  was  a  kind 
at'  a  PoU-Tax  granted,  which,  though  not  ge- 
neral, was  laid  on  every  oarish  that  was  worth 
10  marks  per  an. ;  10  oi  the  cfaiefest  parish- 
ioners in  it  were  to  pay  6s.  8d.  a  bead.  And 
in  every  parish  that  was  worth  10  L  a  year,  the 
like  number  of  parishioners  were  each  to  pay  a 
mark.  In  all  corporations,  it  was  ordamed, 
that  every  person,  worth  above  SOs.  besides 
his  apparel  and  household  goods,  should  pay 
4d.  each  to  the  king ;  and  so  proportionably 
for  every  20  they  were  worth  more ;  by  which 
means  this  tax  raised  considerable  sums  in  the 
cities  and  boroughs. — Several  useful  statutes 
wcre^ passed  in  this  pari. ;  the  titles  of  which 
^ill  be  found  in  List  of  Acts  given  at  the  end 
of  this  reign. 

Motion  for  explaining  the  Title  of  Protec- 
tor,] AlthoQsh  the  breach  between  duke 
Humphrey  and  the  bp.  of  Winchester  had  been 
in  some  measure  closed  bv  a  formal  concord  and 
agreement,  made  publicly  in  the  last  pari,  yet 
it  was  too  wide  at  first,  ever  to  admit  of  a  tho- 
TOUffh  re-union.  The  prelate,  by  his  interest, 
baa  found  means  to  obtain  a  cardinal's  hat 
from  Rome;  and  by  this  elevation  in  the 
churdi  thought  himself  more  than  eoual,  in 
dignity,  to  the  Protector  of  Englano.  The 
litter's  jealousy,  in  bein^  eclipsed,  occasioned 
8  motion  being  made,  m  tins  pari,  to  both 
houses,  by  himself,  for  explaining  the  Title  and 
Power  of  a  Protector,  or  Defender  of  die 
Realm ;  fdfirming,  that  he  would  not  sit  in  the 
house  till  he  understood  what  it  was,  since,  as 
be  said,  people  spoke  differently  of  it. — This  af- 
fair was  taken  into  consideration  by  the  king's 
council  and  the  lords  of  pari. ;  and  after  due 
deliberation  this  answer  was  returned  to  the 
duke  by  tlicm,  **  That  they  did  not  think  he 
had  any  grerit  right  to  be  Protector,  yet  to 
satisfy  his  desire  ticy  were  content  he  should 
be  so,  and  have  such  power  as  was  allowed 
,  him  by  pari,  in  the  Ist  of  this  reipi.  But,  that 
rhe  name  of  the  Protector  and  Defender  im- 
ported, only,  a  personal  duty  of  attendance,  ra 
tJic  actual  defence  of  the  realm  against  foreign 
enemies  and  inward  rebels;  and  not  parti- 
ciUar  authority,  such  as  properly  belongs  to 
tiftors,  lieuten«nts,  governors  or  regents,  for  if 
they  had  designed  otherwise  they  then  4iFould 
have  expressed  it  at  the  time  aforesaid.  Thus, 
it  was  allowed  that  In  council,  as  principal 
counsellor,  he  had  pre-eminence ;  hut  in  pari, 
he  had  no  claim  to  any  higher  place  than  as 
duke  of  Gloucester ;  so  they  desired  him  to  be 
content  with  his  place  in  pari,  and  with  the 
other  power  assigned  him,  for  they  should 
agree  to  no  other  actcrmination.*^  Tdis  order, 
w  award,  was  subiscribed  by  aH  the{)ps.  lords, 
and  others  of  the  king's  council  there  present. 
Lastly,  it  wiis  enacted,  by  consent  of  pari, 
that  the  lords  of  the  kingi's  council  should  have 
fell  power  to  detennino  ail  Petitionf  not  yet 


ended,  with  the  advi<Je  of  the  judge*.  And 
accordingly  several  bills  and  petitions  were 
answered  and  indorsed,  by  certain  lords, 
named  in  the  record,  who  met  in  the  Star- 
Chamber  for  that  puq)ose. 

A  female  RennmHrance  to  Pari,  against  the 
Jhtkr,]  Stowe  tells  us  of  an  odd  affair  that 
he  says  happened  in  this  pari,  which  was  this ; 
"  one  mrs.  vStokes,  with  divers  other  stout  wo- 
men of  London,  of  good  account  and  weU  ap* 
parelled,  came  openly  to  tlie  upper  house  of 
pari,  and  delivered  letters  to  the  duke  df  GIobk 
cester,  to  the  abps.  and  other  lords  there  pre- 
sent, containing  matters  of  rebuke  ahd  shar|» 
reprehension  to  the  said  duke*  of  Gloucester, 
because  he  would  not  deliver  his  wiffe  Jaque- 
line  out  of  her  grtt^vous  imprisonment,  being 
then  detained  prisoner  by  the  duke  of  Bur- 
Eundy,  and  suffering  her  there  to  remain  un- 
kindly, wlfilst  he  kept  another  adulteress,  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  God' and  the  honourable 
estate  of  matrimony."  But  what  good  success 
this  virtuous  remonstrance  from  the  ladies  met 
with,  our  author  is  silent.  ^ 

A  Part,  called,]  Another  pari,  was  sum- 
moned to  meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  29nd' 
of  Sept.  1429;  and  being  all  assembled,  the 
king  nimself  sittinsj  in  the  chair  of  state,  in  the 
Painted  Chamber,  John  abo.  of  York,  lord 
cbanc.  opened  tlie  cause  of  tjiis  Miramons,  un- 
der these  words  of  st.  Luke,  *  quomodo  stabit' 
regnum,'  &c.  From  which  text  he  argued, 
"  That  in  the  reahn  6f  England,  S  causes  were 
to  be  noted  which  hindered  its  advancement : 
1st,  want  of  faith  wiis  the  root  of  all  vice,  *  eo 
quod  sine  fide  impossibile  est  placere  Deo ;'  the 
2nd,  want  of  fiear,  which  was  the  chief  in  every 
good  mind, '  nam  qui  nihil  timet,  negliget ;'  and 
lastly,  the  want  of  upright  justice,  the  pillar  of 
every  kingdom ;  for,  *  ex  justitia  scquitur  pax, 
et  ei  pace  rerum  abundantia  maxime  procrea- 
tnr.'  Instead  of  those  3  virtues,  3  abominable 
vices  were  sprung  up ;  namely,  infidelity,  by  er- 
rors and  heresies;  obstinacy,  instead  of  fear; 
and  oppression  in  the  place  of  justice.  Throi%h 
infidelity,  the  late  troubles  in  Germany,  and. 
the  destruction  of  the  kingdom  t>f  Bohemia, 
had  happened.  Fear,  he  again  divided  in 
t\i'0  parts;  the  one  spiritual  and  virtuous,  as 
fearing  God,  and  man  for  God  J  the  othcf  car- 
nal and  vicious,  from  whence  sprung  murmurs 
and  rebellion,  which  would  procure  such  de- 
struction as  happened  to  Datnan  and  Abhram. 
From  oppression  ensued  the  transferring  of 
kingdoms,  according  to  the  wise  man,  *  re^num 
ahenun  in  regnum  transfertur  pn)pter  injusti- 
t£as  et  injurias.*  But  that  if  true  faith,  due 
fear^  and  strict  justice  was  restored,  there  was 
then -no  doubt  but  this  would  be  a  flourishing 
kingdom.  He  concluded,  that  as  the  prince 
was  bound  to  defend  the  subjects,  and  to  keep 
peace,  so  onght  the  subjects  to  grant  lar^e]/ 
t6  the  prince  out  of  their  goods,  that  he  might 
be  enabled  to  perform  tbe  same,  to  which  end 
the  said  pari,  was  called.  He  then  diit^ftcd 
the  commons  to  choose  their  Speaker,  and 
present  him  as  dsual.^  •      _       '    ' 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


S611  TA!KLBSSrK)RY^BEis%rVl.Wi9.'-'Act$mlMingtoPthi^^^^  [set 


A  Speaket  choieiu]  The  next  day  the  com- 
moQft  came  again  before  the  kinjg  and  lords, 
when  certain  of  tlieir  members  infonacd  the 
bouse  that  they  had  choaea  Win.  AUington, 
esq.  to  be  their  Speaker,  but  desired  a  reiipite 
of  two  days  before  they  |>resented  him;  which 
being^graated,  the  saici  Wm.  Aitington,  on  the 
4th  day  of  the  session,  made  the  wml  protesta- 
turn,  and  was  allowed. 

2ne  King  crowned  and  the  Proteetonhip  </if- 
mhedJ]  During  the  sitting  of  this  pari,  the 
king,  Having  now  entered  into  the  9Cfa  vcar  of 
his  age,  it  was  thought  proper  to  admit  him,  as 
it  were,  into  his  regal  dignity  by  a  coronation. 
Accordingly,  on  the  6th  of  iM^v.  the  ceremony 
was  performed  at  Westminster,  with  great  so- 
lemnity :  and  very  soon  aftfer,  a  motion  was 
made  in  the  house  of  lords,  *^  That  since  the 
king  had  taken  upon  him  die  protection  and 
<le&ace  of  the  realm  by  his  coronajtion,  the 
namf  and  power  of  protector  and  defender, 
granted  to  the  dukes  of  Bedford  and  Glou- 
oe»ier,  (rom  the  day  of  the  said  coronation, 
should  utterly  cease.  And  that  they,  the 
foid  dttkes,  should  have  the  name  of  principal 
oounsellors  only,  cmy  order  to  the  contrary 
BOtwithstandmg."  Which  motion,  after  some 
debate,  was  agreed  to  by  the  whole  house; 
«ad  the  duke  of  Bedford  standing  up,  in  full 
]MM>1.  did  relinquish  the  said  titles,  as  to  hb 
own  person,  so  as  that  the  said  release  ^uld 
BO  way  hurt  his  title  as  duke  oC  Bedford. 

A  &tb$idy  grantedJ]  It  was  not  till  the  ISth 
of  Dec.  dMit  a  supply  was  granted  by  this  pari, 
of  one  whole  10th  and  one  15th,  to  be  levied 
on  the  laity;  diough  afterwards,  on  the  20th 
of  the  same  montli,  the  Commons,  at  the  spe- 
^^  instance  and  desire  of  the  bp.  of  Winches- 
^y  just  then  made  a  cardinal,  granted  an- 
other lOih  and  a  15th,  to  be  levi^  as  above. 
They  also  gave  the  king  a  grant  of  tunoage 
and  poundage,  to  continue  till  the  next  paH. 
—On  the  same  day  the  chancellor  prorogued 
the  pari,  unto  Monday  next  after  the  feast  of 
St.  Hilary  next  ensuing,  on  account  (^  the  bo- 
|)rdays. 

The  Cardinal  in  gretd  etteem  with  the  Com- 
mons,'] Being  again  assembled,  the  first  thing 
^y  did  was,  to  take  \mder  consideration  the 
present  high  estate  of  the  cardinal  bp.  of  Win* 
Chester;  beoaose  that  dignity  exempted  him 
from  being  of  the  king's  council,  but  at  his 
own  pleasure.  Therefore  the  rest  of  the  bps. 
and  lords  consented  to  join  in  an  humble  re- 
^piest  to  the  said  cardinal,  that  he  would 
vouchsafe  to  be  made  one  of  the  council,  un- 
der a  protestation  that  the  said  cardinal 
^ould  absent  himself  in  idl  afiaii#and  coun- 
cils of  the  king,  whenever -the  pope  or  see  of 
Eome  was  concerned  in  them.  >Which  re- 
vest, so  made,  the  cardinal  condescended  to 
grant  under  the  sakl  condition.  This  high 
priest  was  at  that  time  in  su<5h  estimation  abo 
with  the  commons,  that  they  unanimously 
joined  in  a  Petition  to  the  king,  praying  him, 
that,  in  consideration  of  the  great  and  notable 
Mrvkes  h«  had  dona  the  ^crown^  both  under 


the  present  VinsL  and  his  father,  that  he  would 
grant  him  a  fuU  pardon  for  whajtever  he  had 
acted  contrary  to  the  laws,  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  the  statute  of  praemunire.  Tl>is  pe6* 
tion  was  granted;  and  consequently  the  cardt- 
nal  was  screened  from  all  prosecutions.  Two 
acts  were  also  pasoeii  in  the  cardinal's  favour^ 
at  this  time,  relating  to  some  loans  of  money 
he  had  lent  the  king  on  hb  jewels;  w^ic^ 
will  be  mentioned  in  the  sequel. 

Authority  was  given  to  tlie  kings  council  %f>  . 
make  securities  to  several  creditors  of  tho 
crowB,  for  the  sum  of  50,0001.  It  was  also 
ordained,  that  the  treasurer  and  victualler  of 
the  important  town  of  Calais  shall  receive  % 
certain  quantity  of  mercantile  or  staple  ware« 
and  other  revenues  wiUiin  tlie  said  town,  for 
the  payment  of  the  gaiiison  there, 4iud  the  ne« 
cessary  reparations. 

Another  Subsidj^  granted,"]  On  the  23d  of 
FjOb.  this  pari,  granted  the  kjng  the  siuae 
Subsidy  on  wools  as  was  granted  in  fonner 
I>arliamcnts  for  tAvo  jears.  And  at  the  saino 
time  they  consented  to  shorten  tlie  payment  of 
the  last  10th  imd  15th,  to  relieve  tlie  pressing 
necessities  of  the  state. 

Articles  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Kin^s 
Council.]  Before  they  were  dissolved  they 
also  agreed  upon  certain  articles,  18  in  num- 
ber, tor  the  better  regulation  of  the  king's 
council.  All  which  said  articles,  every  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  council,  whose  names  am 
there  speci£ed,  promised  faithfully  to  per- 
fonn.  Cotton  has  made  but  two  obserrattont 
on  these  Articles:  the  one,  that  tlie  dukes  of 
Bedford  and  Gloucester  were  accounted  no 
higher  in  council  than  as  two  of  tjie  same 
body;  tlie  other,  that  all  such  officers,  civil  or 
military,  who  have  served  the  kiug  and  his  Ik- 
ther  faithfully,  should  be  first  preferred  to 
places  and  benefices  in  the  kidg's  gift. 

Acts  relating  to  Privilege — Weights  an4 
Pleasures — Votes  for  Knights  of  the  Shire,  &c.| 
Among  the  acts  passed  in  this  pari,  the  follow-' 
.ing  c-annot  be  omitted  in  these  inquiries.— v 
The  1st  was,  "  That  the  bps.  and  the  infS&rior 
clei^,  coming  to  attend  their  service  in  naii. 
shalThave  the  same  privilege,  in  regard  of  tba 
protection  of  their  servants,  as  the  'peers  of  tki/t 
realm. — That  every  city,  borou^,  and  town  m  . 
the  kingdom,  shall  have  at  their  own  chai*ge  » 
common  balance  and  weights,  scaled  accord- 
ing to  the  standard  of  the  exchequer,  in  the 
keeping  of  the  mayor  or  constable.  At  which 
balance  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  city  or 
town  were  to  weigh  without  paying  any  thing; 
but  strangers  were  to  pay  a  small,  premium 
there  specified.''  It  was  also  enacted,  <<  Thaf 
whereas  knights  of  the  shire  had  of  late  bee|i 
chosen  by  outrageous  and  excessive  numbeia 
'of  people,  and  of  small  substance:  for  the  fiH 
ture,  tlie  said  knights  shall  be  elected  in  ever/ 
county  by  people  dwelling  and  resident  in  tho 
said  counties,  whereof  every  one  shall  have,  in 
lands  or  tenements,  to  the  value  of  40s.  by  the 
year,  at  the  least,  abovp  all  charges;  and'  that 
they  which  shall  be  so,  chosen  smfi  be  dwoii:? 
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ing  and  resident  within  the  saiil  counties. — In 
the  pari.  10th  Henry  VI.  an.  1432,  it  was  de- 
dared,  "  That  the  said  40s.  per  an.  must  be 
freehold."  This  statute  is  in  force  at  this  day ; 
but  the  difference  in  the  value  of  money  then 
luid  now  will  be  best  ascertained  by  the  price 
©f  provisions  near  this  period. 

Petitions  and  Ansners,]  Amongst  the  Peti- 
tions there  are  also  some,  which,  with  their 
answers,  deser\-e  our  notice. — P.  'Fhat  the  sta- 
lotes,  made  on  all  appeals  for  things  done  out 
of  the  realm,  shall  be  tried  before  the  consta- 
ble and  marshal  of  Eui^land ;  and  that  all  done 
within  the  realm  be  tried  by  the  laws  of , the 
nation.  A.  The  statutes  made  for  that  pur- 
pose shall  be  kept. — P.  That  sheriffs,  and 
such  other  officers,  be  not  impeached  by  pro- 
cess out  of  the  exchequer,  for  tliinsis  not  levi- 
able. A.  The  king's  council  shall  have  power 
to  determine  this  matter. — P.  Tlmt  all  bur- 
gesses of  pari,  may  have  their  writs  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  same  sliirc,  to  levy  their  fees  and 
•wages.  A.  The  king  will  be  advised. — P. 
That  all  such  soldiers  as  pass  through  the 
realm  may  pay  for  their  victuals  and  lodgingr. 
A.  The  king  will  be  advised. — P.  That  all 
lands  whatsoever  do  contribute  to  the  pay- 
ment of  knight's  fees  coming  to  purl,  except- 
ing the  lands  of  bps.  peers,  and  towns  who 
tend  burgesses.     A.  The  same  as  before. 

J^riviiegcof  Pari.]  Complaint  being  made 
to  the  commons,  that  one  Wm.  Larkc,  ser- 
vant tQ  Wm.  Mildred,  one  of  the  burgesses  for 
London,  was  committed  to  the  Fleet  on  an 
execution  of  debt ;  he  was  immediately  dis- 
charged by  the  privilege  of  the  house ;  and 
authority  given  to  the  chanc.  to  appoint  cer- 
tain persons,  by  commission,  to  apprehend  him 
after  the  end  of  the  pari. 

A  Furl,  called.]  On  the  7th  of  Nov.  writs 
were  issiied  for  a  pari,  to  assemble  at  Westm. 
on  the  18th  of  Jan.  1431  ;  being  met  in  the 
'  Painted  Chamber,  Humphrey,  duke  of  Glou- 
cester, called  now  Guardian'  or  Keeper  qf 
England,  being  seated  in  the  chair  ot  state, 
the  commons  being  also  present,  commanded 
Wm.  Dnwood,  doctor  of  laws,  to  open  the 
cause  of  the  summons,  John  Kcmpe,  abp.  of 
York  and  ehanc.  being  absent  by  sickness;  who 
took  for  his  theme,  *  Firmabitur  solium  regni 
ejus.'  On  this  he  endeavoured  to  demonstrate, 
**  That  the  king  and  kingdom  ought  to  be 
established  by  a  three-fold  virtue.  The  1st, 
by  imi^,  the  2d,  peace,  and  the  3d,  by  jus- 
tice. Unity  he  subdivided  into  other  3  parts, 
yiz.  *  coUectivam,'  as  in  gathering  goods  to- 
gether; the  other,  *  constitntivam,' as  in  "com- 
paring the  several  m.cmbers  of  a  man's  body ; 
the  3a,  *  consentaneam,'  as  in  union  of  each 
body  mystical,  or  politic.  Peace,  was,  also, 
threefold;  peace  monastical,  which  every  man 
hath  over'  himself;  opconomical,  hs  relating  to 
the  govt,  ovef  hj«  household;  and  political, 
whereby  the  good  estate  of  the  king  is  best 
secured.  And,  lastly,  justice  had  its  3  parts; 
the  1st,  every  subject's  due  obedience  to  the 
nagi^trates ;  the  2d^  by  advibing  his  neigh- 


bours and  equals;  and  the  last,  in  relieving 
the  poor.  He  concluded  with  observing,  that . 
the  aforesaid  unity  was  much  broke  witJiin  the 
kingdom  by  whisperers  and  misdoers;  firom 
which  an  utter  subversion  was  like  to  ensue. 
That' it  was  the. king's  full  desire  that  every 
estate  in  the  realm  should  enjoy  all  their  just 
liberties;  and  prayed  the  commons  to  choose 
their  Speaker,  and  present  him  the  next  day 
to  the  Guardian." 

A  Speaker  chogen.]  The  same  day  the  com- 
mons made  a  report  of  their  Speaker,  as  in 
the  last  pari. ;  and  on  Jan.  15,  ibey  presented 
John  Tyrrel,  esq.  whose  excuse  being  refused ; 
with  the  accustomed  protestation,  he  was  al- 
lowed. 

A  Subnidi/  granted.]  The  first  thing  tliat 
they  went  upon  in  tliis  pari,  was  the  supply; 
and  a  grant  was  agreed  on,  of  one  lOtli  and 
one  15th,  and  a  third  of  both.  They,  also, 
gave  tonnage  and  poundage  for  two  years, 
with  a  subsidy  of  tlie  like  value  -  on  ail  mer^ 
chants,  aliens,  over  and  above  the  said  ton- 
nage and  poundage.  The  commons,  also, 
granted  to  the  king  20s.  fiom  every  layman 
holding  a  knight's  fee,  and  according  to  the 
value  under  or  over.  The  same  from  the 
clergy  for  all  lands  purchased  since  the  20th 
Edw.  I.  And  that  all  other  persons  having 
hereditaments  to  the  value  of  201.  over  all  re-, 
prises,  not  held  as  above,  shall,  also,  pay  20s, 
and  so  .according  to  rate.  This  is  another  in- 
stance of  a  tax  on  lands  and  tenements.  It 
was  ordained,  that  the  kint;'*  council,  aud 
other  head  officers,  should^  have  yearly  out  of 
the  exchequer,  by  way  of  reward,  such  fees  as 
are  tbftre  particularly  mentioned.  And,  at 
the  same  time  authority  was  given  to  the  king's 
council,  to  make  securities  to  t^e  king's  cre- 
ditors, for  the  loan  of  50,000l.  as.  in  the  last 
pari.  Several  acti»  relating  to  Bastardy,  Exe- 
cutors of  Wills,  Hindrance  of  Navigation  by 
the  Welch,  &c.  were  passed  in  this  pari,  for 
the  titles  of  which  see  the  list  of  acts. 

A  charge  of  bastardy  was  alledgcd  against 
Eleanor  the  wife  of  James  lord  Audl(^',  who, 
claimed  the  inheritance  of  Edmund  carl  of 
Kent,  as  being  his  eldest  daughter,  and  a  le« 
gitimate  issue,  or  mulier,  by  Constance  his 
wife;  for  the  proof  of  which,  she  had  pro- 
cured a  certificate  "from  the  ordinary.  Against 
this  claim,  the  other  daughters  of  the  said 
Edmund  earl  of  Kent  presented  a  petition  ta 
pari,  alledging,  that  thie  said  Eleanor  was  ^ 
bastard  ;  that  her  mother  Constance,  the  late 
wife  to  Tho.  Despenser,  was  never  mairied  to 
the  said  earl;  and  that  the  said  certilicate 
brought  £ffkn  the  ordinary,  was  obtained  by 
fraud.  All  this  being  fully  proved,  in  order 
to  pre\'ent  such  proceedings  for  the  future,  an 
act  was  made. 

Petitions.]  The  following  arc  the  most  re-i 
markablc  petitions  presented  to  tliis  pari. — 
P.  That  all  outlawries  in  actions  personal, 
pronounced  before,  the  statute  of  Additions, 
made  the  lit  of  Hy.  V.  may  be  pardoned,' 
A.  llie  king  ^ill  be  advised,— P.  Ttjat  i^  th^ 
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\mt  of  forging  of  felsc  deeds,  the  *  venire 
fiicins'  may  be  of  both  countiea,  as  well  where 
the  iand  doth  lie,  as  where  the  writ  is  brought. 
A.' The  sHine  as  before. — P.  That  the  statute 
made  8  Hv.  VI.  c.  ^,  touching  Denmark, 
may  be  utterly  void  and  revoked.  A.  The 
Mng  expects  to  hear  from  his  ambassador  at 
that  court;  and  in  the  mean  time  will  be  ad- 
vised. — P.  Tlie  commons  of  Northumberland, 
Cumberland,  Wcstioureland,  and  the  bisliopric 
of  Durham,  |)ray,  tliat  the  merchants  of  New- 
castle, nmy,  at  all  times  buy,  and  transport 
their  own  wools.  A.  The  king  will  be  ad- 
vised.— P.  That  attachments  and  prohibitions 
against  tythe  of  great  wood,  may  be  granted 
.  to  every  person  out  of  either  of  the  benches. 
A.  The  same. — ^P.  That  two  persojis  in  every 
inmdred  of  the  reahn^  may  by  commission,  be 
'appointed  to  search  the  due  making  of  woollen 
cloths,  and  to  seiU  the  same,  taking  Id.  A. 
Tlie  king  will  be  advised. 

In  consideration  of  •?00l.  paid  by  the  mer- 
chants of  the  isle  of  Ely  to  certain  persons  of 
the  counlv  of  Cambridge,  to  buy  20  marks  of 
land  by  tiie  year  J  i^  is  enacted,  "  That  the 
said  inhabitants  for  ever  shall  be  discharged 
■firom  paying  any  thing  towards  the  fees  of 
knights  of  the  shire  for  Cambridgshire."  ■ 

A  Feaccrcith  the  Scots.'\  We  have  no  ac- 
count how  long  this  parf  sat ;  but  historians 
tell  us,  that  before  the  dissolution  of  it,  ambas- 
sadors came  from  James  king  of  Scots  to  the 
duke  of  Gloucester,,  to  desire  that  a  peace 
might  Ije  concluded  between  the  two  nations. 
But  the  duke,  not  wiUing  to  determine  so  im- 
portant a  matter,  without  the  consent  of  the 
people,  referred  it  to  the  tliree  estates^  who, 
after  long  consultation  and  many  debates, 
settled  a  peace  with  them. 

A  Fori  called.]  On  the  25th  of  Feb.  1432, 
M'rits  of  summons  were  issued  out  for  a  pari,  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  the  12th  of  May  follow- 
ing. At  which  time  being  assembled,  in  the 
usual  chamber  within  the  palace,  the  king  him- 
self on  the  throne,  and  all  tlie  lords  and  com- 
mons attending,  John  Stafford,  bp.  of  Bath  and 
'Wells,  then  chancellor  of  England,  was  com- 
manded to  open  the  cause  of  the  summons ; 
•which  he  did  in  this  manner,  taking  for  his 
text  these  words  6f  st.  Peter,  *  Deuin  timete, 
regem  bonorificatc." — On  whick  virords  he  re- 
marked 2  points,  the  1st,  a  general  counsel  to 
■princes,  that  they  might  learn  knowledge ;  to 
"obey  and  serve  God,  according  to  the  words  of 
the  prophet,  *  Nunc  reges  intelligite,  erudi- 
'mini  qui  judicatis  terram,  servite  domino,  in 
timore.'  The  2nd,  a  commandment  to  sub- 
jects to  learn  to  obey  and  honour  the  prince, 
according  to  the  saying  of  the  apostle,  *  omnis 
anima  sublimioribus  potestatibus  subdita  sit, 
nonenim  est  potestas/  &c.  And  again,  *  Red- 
dite  omnibus  debita,  tributum  cui  tributum 
est.'  &c.  Which  points  he  learnedly  enlai"ged 
^pon,  and  endeavoured  to  prove  by  many  ex- 
iftmples,  authorities,  and  similitudes,  that  the 
'king  and  realm  of  England  might  easily  attain 
'^  Uie  height  of  peace  and  prosperity^  if  true 


fear  of  Gorf  and  honour  to  the  prinee  were  in 
the  hearts  of  the  subjects ;  wherefore  for  the 
attaining  thereto,  and  suppressing  such  rebels 
as  despised  the  rights  of  the  church,  and  would 
destroy  the  ministers  -of  the  same,  was  on« 
cause  for  the  calling  this  assembly.  The  other 
was,  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  which 
was  '  salus  cnjuslibet  civitatis  et  re^ii.'  And 
the  last  wi^,  how  to  find  ways  and  means  to 
enrich  the  subjects,  who  for  a  long  time  had 
lived  in  great  want  and  penury."  tie.  con- 
cluded, as  usual,  with  acquainting  them,  that 
the  king  desired  that  every  estate  should  enjoy 
its  own  due'  liberties  ;  and  that  the  commons 
should  chuse  their  Speaker^  and  present  hini 
the  next  day  to  the  king. — i)n  the  L*nd  day  of 
their  sitting,  the  duke  ot  Gloucester  stood  up 
in  the  house  of  lords  and  said,  **  That  lie  had 
been  informed  the  commons  had  made  a  de* 
claration,  that  if  they  could  understand  tha 
lords  of  the  king's  council  intended  to  serve  in 
•thck"  station  with  perfect  'unity,  it  would 
greatly  encourage  them  to  do  their  parts  effec- 
tually. That  he  promised,  for  his  part,  that 
although  he  was  chief  president  of  tl»e  conncil, 
yet  he  would  act  nothmg  without  the  consent 
of  the  majoriry  of  them."  This  declaration  of 
the  duke's  was,  the  next  day,  made  to  tho 
commons,  by  the  chancellor, 

John  Kussell  esq.  elected  Speaker,  and  a  Sub^ 
Ml/  granted.']  The  day  after,  the  commons 
presented  to  the  king  John  Russcl,  esq.  fof 
their  Speaker,  who,  making  the  usual  protes- 
tation, was  allowed  of.  They  then,  with  the 
consent  of  the  lorcte,  granted  one  lOtii  and  half 
a  15th ;  also  one  year's  subsidy  on  wools,  and 
the  same  tonnage  and  poundage,  vis  in  the  last 
pari.  But  the  king  released  the  increase  of  6d. 
on  every  pound,  laid  then  onfall  merchant 
strangers. 

Another  quarrel  between  Cardinal  Beaufort 
and  the  d.  of  Gloucester]  A  great  complaint 
was  made  to  the  houses,  by  the  cardinal  bp.  of 
Winchester,  that  he  being  in  FiaJiders,  ia  his 
way  to  Rome,  was  obliged  to  return  back  in 
order  to  clear  himself  from  a  report  that  had 
been  spread  that  he  was  a  traitor  to  the  realm ; 
of  which  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  by  the  king's 
command,  declared  him  guiltless.  Bdt  sir  R. 
Cotton  here  remarks,  **  that  the  true  reason  of 
the  cardinal's  sudden  return  was,  that  having  * 
several  of  the  kinj2;*s  jewels  in  pawn,  he  had 
ordered  them  to  be  sent  after  him;  which 
jewels,  by  command  from  the  king,  or  ra.tlK2r 
the  duke  of  Glouces^ter,  were  arrested  at  Sand* 
wich.  This  brought  the  cardinal  back  in  a 
mighty  potlier;  and  it  appears  by  the  next 
article  in  the  record,  tliat  an  order  was  taken 
that  the  cardinal  should  pay  to  the  king  60001, 
more  for  them,  and  lend  to  him  besides  14,0001. 
which  was  done  accordingly  ;  and  then  he  was 
allowed  to  take  them,  or  leave-  Uiem  behind 
him,  at  his  pleasure.  The  king  also,  wit^  the 
consent  of  the  other  estates,  granted  a  pardon 
for  ail  offences,  and  for  all  penalties'ana  pains 
incurred  by  him  on  tlie  statute  of  *  praemunire ;* 
thus  far  sir^Kobert,  but  Eapiu  acquaints  'ut> 
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that  when  the  jewels  the  cardinal  had  in  p^mn 
were  seized  at  Sandwich,  he  was  then  in  Flan- 
ders upon  the  king*8  aflyrs;  bat,  on  the  news 
of  the  seizure,  he  came  over  in  all  haste  to 
London,  without  leave ;  which  gave  the  duke 
of  Gloueester  occasion  to  seixe  his  bap;gage. 
That,  on  the  day  afler  his  arrival,  he  went  to 
the  house  of  lordti ;  and  said,  he  was  coin«  to 
clear  himself  from  the  crimes  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  vindicate  his  innocency,  against 
whoever  should  be  his  accuser.  That  the 
duke  of  Gloucester  not  thiakins  it  proper  to 
support  what  he  had  advanced,  the  prelate 
was  answered,  that  since  none  appeared  to  ac- 
cuse him,  he  wa«  acknowledged  as  a  lojral  sub- 
ject. Ue  thanked  the  house  for  this  declara- 
tion, and  desired  it  might  be  drawn  up  in  form  • 
which  was  granted.  Then  he  complained, 
that  at  his  arrival  at  Sandwich  his  ba^age  was 
seized;  and  petitmned  the  restitution.  He 
n^ntained  that  the  seizure  was  made  without 
cause,  and  oifered  to  lend  the  king  6OOOL  for 
6  years,  on  condition,  that  if  the  seizure  ap- 
peared to  be  lawful,  the  money  lent  should  be 
forfeited  to  the  king's  use.  He  offered  more- 
over to  lend  him  the  like  sum,  and  to  defer  the 
demand  of  the  18,000  marks,  due  to  him  on 
another  account,  provided  the  payment  of  the 
whole  should  be  assi^ed  out  of  the  next  sub- 
tidy  granted  to  the  kjng.  His  offers  were  ac- 
cepted, attd  the  seizure  restored.  Thus  the 
duKe  of  Gloucester,  instead  of  hurting  his 
onemy,  had  the  morti^cation  to  see  him  re- 
ceive the.  applauses  of  both  houses.  Mean- 
while this  aiscord  produced  Very  ill  effects. 
As  the  duke  of  Gloucester  had  firiends  and 
adherents  in  the  council,  tlie  opposition,  gene- 
rally betii^een  the  tWo  parties,  could  not  but  be 
reij  prejudicial  to  the  kinj^s  affairs.  For, 
whilst  tlie  duke  and  the  cardinal  thought  only 
of  their  own  private  concerns,  the  war  in 
France  was  neglected,  though  it  was  more 
tiecessary  tlum  ever  to  support  it  with  the 
greatest  efforts." 

In  this  pari,  the  commons  petitioned  tlie 
king,  that  the  fees  and  wages  of  the  kin^s 
judges,  Serjeants,  and  attornies,  might  he  paid, 
which  was  ordered  accordingly.  And  by  order 
of  the  houses,  certain  accountants  of  tlie  king's 
household,  by  name,  were  pardoned  their  of^ 
fences.' — On  the  petition  of  Rd.  duke  of  York, 
brother  to  Edw«  late  duke  of  York,  and  cousin 
German  to  £dm.  late  carl  of  March,  to  have 
livery  of  all  the  hereditaments  belonging  to  the 
said  duke  and  earl,  by  ordinance  of  pari,  they 
were  restored  to  him.  This  was  the  duke  of 
York,  who  first  began  the  open  (]^iarrel  be- 
ftvieen  the  two  houses. 

FetUlom  dnd  ji/ua»rt.}-— P.  That  the  de- 
fendant in  an  appeal  of  mnim  may  make  Iiis 
attomev.  A.  The  king  ^  ill  be  advised. — P. 
That  the  statute,  7  H.  IV.  c.  9,  relating  to 
Merchants  Strangers  may  be  executed  with 
this  adjunct,  viz.  pains  aud  penalties  on  the 
English  merchants,  and  officers  of  every  town 
,  lor  not  executing  of  it.  A.  The  king  will  be 
^vi^ad.^^'P*  That  none  l)«  €ompcU«il  to  be 


examined  in  pad.  or  elsewhere,  tonching  his 
frank  tenant.  A.  The  same. — ^P.  Thtft  such 
persons  as  shall  have  their  goods  taken  by  the 
merchants  of  Hans,  in  their  parts,  may  nava 
their  remedy  by  action  at  law  in  London^ 
against  Xhe  Hans  merchants  residins  in  that 
city.  A.  The  same  as  before.~P.  That  no 
merchant  or  other  person  be  impeachcd^or 
the  seal  of  any  cloth,  broad  or  narrow,  after 
such  time  as  the  alna^er  has  sealed  the  same^ 
and  custom  i&  paid  for  it.  A.  The  same.— 
P.  For  speedy  redress  of  and  in  all  actions  bo- 
longing  to  such  persons,  as  were  members  of 
the  house  of  commons.  A.  The  same. — ^P. 
That  all  parsonages  appropriated  to  some  re- 
ligious house,  not  endowing  of  vicars  on  the 
same,  may  be  within  6  mon&  unappropriated. 
A.  As  before. — ^A  motion  was  made,  and 
a  device  offered,  for  the  true  u^aking  of  Gas;- 
coiga  wine.  A.  The  king  will  send  this  over 
to  the  officers  of  Guienne,  and  appoint  them 
to  take  order  therein. — ^P.  That  prohibitions 
and  attachments  may  be  had  upon  the  statuta 
of  the  46  Ed.  III.  against  parsons  suing  for 
titherwood  above  the  age  of  QO  years.  A.  Tha 
statutes,  to  that  purpose  provided,  shall  he  ob« 
served. — ^At  the  petition  of  the  commons,  the 
king  released  utterly,  on  account  of  certain 
doubts,  the  subsidy  granted  in  the  last  pari,  on 
lauds  and  tenements,  so  as  it  never  should  bf 
mentioned  again. 

A  ParL  called.]  By  writs  dated  May  24, 
1433,  another  pari,  was  called  to  meet  at  West- 
minster on  the  8th  of  July  follow^.  Being 
all  assembled  before  the  kmg,  in  the  Painted 
Chamber  of  the  palace,  the  dukes  of  Bedford 
and  Gloucester,  both  of  diem  present:  tlie 
same  chancellor,  as  in  the  last  pai*L  dedared 
the  cause  of  the  summons,  and  topk  for  his 
theme,  '  Suscipiaat  montes  pacem  populo,  et 
coUes  justiciam.' — '  This  subject  he  divided 
into  3  parts,  according  to  the  3  estates  of  tha 
realm ;  by  the  mountains,  he  understood  bps. 
lords, and  magistrates;  by  the  lesser  hills,  h^ 
meant  knl^ts,  esquires,  and  merchants ;  by  thf 
people,  he  meant  husbandmen,  artificers,  and  la^ 
bourers.  To  which  3  estates  he  endeavoured  ta 
prove,  by  many  examples  and  authorities,  that  a 
triple  political  virtue  ought  to  belong;  to  the  lst» 
umty,  peace,  and  concord,  without  dissimula- 
tion; to  the  Snd,  equit}'^,  consideration^  and 
upright  justice,  without  piurtiality;  to  the  3rd^ 
a  due  obedience  to  the  king,  his  laws,  and  ma- 
gistrates, without  grudging.  By  strictly  ob« 
serving  of  all  which,  he  affirmed,  that  infinica 
blessings  and  great  acquisitions  would  accrof 
to  the  nation ;  and  that  this  very  assembly  wap 
called  as  a  means  for  that  purpose.  Where- 
fore he  joined  the  commons  to  make  choice 
of  their  Speaker,  and  present  him  to  the  king 
asusual.^  » 

A  Speaker  choten,']  The  receivers  and  tryers 
of  petitions  being  appointed,  for  the  different 
kingdoms  and  countries  under  the  dominion  of 
the  English  king,  as  was  in  those  days  the  con^ 
stant  custom  of  parL  on  the  11th  of  July  th^ 
commons  prenal^d  fitter  Umt,  asq*  ^  thwr 
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Speaker;  who,  with  the  usual  ceremonj^  was 
allowed. 

The  13th  of  July,  the  duke  of  J3edford  rose 
up  before  the  kiug,  in  the  house  of  lords,  and 
«aid,  "  That  for  two  especial  causes  he  had 
come  into  the  king^s  presence,  and  left  his 
chaise  beyond  sea :  the  one  was  for  the  safe- 
guard of  the  kiog*8  person  ;  and  the  other,  to 
clear  himself  from  some  slanders  which  were 
cast  upon  him,  as  that  he  had  been  the  occa- 
sion or  the  late  great  losses  in  France  and  Nor- 
mandy, by  his  default  aud  negligence ;  and 
offered  to  take  his  trial  for  the  same."  On 
which  the  chaficeilor,  by  the  king's  command, 
declared,  **  That  his  msy.  took  hiui  for  his  true 
and  faithful  subject,  and  must  dear  uncle;  and 
for  his  coming,  at  that  time,  gave  him  most 
hearty  thanlS." — After  this  pari,  had  sat  a 
month,  the  plague  began  to  break  out  in  Lon- 
don ;  therefore  the  chancellor,  by  the  kins/s 
commands,  on  the  13th  of  August  prorogued  it 
CO  the  15th  day  afler  st.  Miclnicl  ensuing,  at 
Westminstei:.  But,  because  the  king's  occa- 
sions for  money  were  very  orj^ent,  it  was  or- 
dained, that  the  treasurer  of  England  should 
keep  in  his  hands  20001.  fur  the  service  of  the 
lu>usehoId. 

On  the  3d  of  Nov.  the  Speaker  of  the  com- 
mons came  before  the  king,  in  tlie  other  house, 
and  shewed  to  his  maj.  a  precedent,  in  the  reign 
of  Edw,  11.  whereby  that  king  commanded  the 
bps.  and  clergy,  to  pronounce  sentence  of  ex- 
communication against  certiiin  otlenders  at  that 
time.  The  Speaker  then  desired  his  maj.  to 
act  in  the  same  manner,  and  cause  t\%e  clergy 
to  excommunicate  some  that  were  tlien  culpa- 
ble. But  all  that  was  done  iu  this  affair  was, 
that  the  king  took  Uie  precedent  aud  pi*omised 
to  be  advi<ied. 

The  rohole  Nation  sworn  to  the  observance 
of  the  Act  against  QuarreU.]  And  it  was  also 
enacted,  by  general  consent,  that  all  tli«  lords, 
knights,  esquires,  yeomen  aud  other  persons 
throughout  the  realm,  should >  by  special  com- 
missions, be  sworn  to  perform  tiie  said  articles. 
This  act  seems  adculated  to  prevent  the  evil 
effect  of  the  then  mortal  quarrel  between  the 
cardinal  bp.  of  Winchester  and  the  duke  of 
Gloocester. 

i>.  of'  Bedford  J  Regent  of  France  y  receives 
the  Thanks  of  the  Cormnons,]  Nov.  24,  the 
commons  came  again  before  the  king  and  lords, 
and  by  their  Speaker  complimented  tha  duke 
of  Bedford  on  his  warlike  oehaviour  and  not- 
able deeds  done  in  France ; .  and  particularly 
for  his  conduct  in  the  batde  of  Vernoyl.  Be- 
sides, they  commended  him  for  his  politic  govt. 
in  the  regency  of  that  kingdom ;  and  for  which 
they  desired  the  king  to  insist  upon  tiie  said 
duke's  personal  atteudiince  about  him ;  and, 
alter  some  cousultation  amongst  the  lords,  tlie 
duke,  at  his  majesty's  request,  accepted  the 
office.  But  at  the  sam^  time  he  required  that 
6  Articles  might,  ^  agraed  to  by  pari,  relating 
to  the  govt,  which  was  granted.  Aud  by  these 
articles  the  duke  of  Bedford  recovered  some, 
pait  of  the  prerogative  wbigh  th«  duke  of  Glou- 

Voi.  1, 


cester  had  lost,  through  tlic  malicious  intrigues 
of  the  cardinal  aud  the  clci-gy,  who  were  iiis 
sworn  enemies.  Afler  this  tiio  tluke  of  Bed- 
ford took  occasion  lo  declare  bcfuie  the  pari, 
that  whereas  he  and  the  duke  of  Gloucc->u?r, 
f  >r  their  attend-.uice  as  principal  caunbcUcrs, 
or  prckidq^its  ol' the  council,  hid  sonic  vcMSiiu 
allowance  made  thein  of  «UO0  murks  yearly  ; 
at  ijither  times  OOOO  marks,  sometimes  6U(J0, 
but  never  less  tlian  4000  marks  ycaily,  hd 
would  now,  for  las  personal  attendance,  only 
require  an  allowance  of  lUOOl.  a  year,  mid  jOOI. 
for  passing  the  sea  into  France,  or  repassing 
it,  as  oft  us  there  was  occasion.  Which  de- 
mand being  tliought  very  reasonable  by  both 
the  houses,  was  readily  granted. 

A  Subsidy  and  a  i^ote  of  Credit  granted.^ 
The  Sul»sidy  grunted  by  tins  pari,  was  a  10 ih 
and  a  loth,  to  be  levied  on  the  laity.  7hey^ 
likewise  granted  the  same  tonnage  aud  pound- 
age as  was  given  the  last  year,  for  two  years  to 
come;  as  also  a  subsidy  of  53s.  4d.  on  every 
sack  of  wool  for  3  years  eu:»uin;;.  Authority 
was  also  given  to  the  king's  council  to  enter 
into  securities  for  100,000  marks  for  the  pre- 
sent occasions  of  the  govt.  A  Vote  of  Credit 
wliich,  tlic  reader  may  observe,  has  been  more  . 
frequent  in  this  reign  tliau  in  any  prccceding 
one.  Daniel  remarks,  but  erroneously,  on  the 
proceedings  of  this  pari  that  no  taxes  wert 
niven  tlie  king  by  it.  "  Perhaps,"  adds  he. 
'*  it  was  because  the  duty  of  tonnage  and 
poundage^  wliich  was  given  this  king  ui  his  3rd 
year  was  still  continued.  Aiul,  wheieus,  be- 
fore they  were  grunted  for  certain  years  only, 
they  were  now  mdefinitcly  given  him  for  the 
service  of  the  war;  and  from  thence,  as  Stow 
says,  they  received  the  name  of  Customs,  i.  e. 
usual  and  constant  paymcjits." 

The  Liberties  of  the  d^unty  Palatine  ofDur^ 
ham,  ascertained  bf/  Far[.'\  A  Petition  of  Thos, 
Langtey,  then  bp.  of  Durham,  was  presented 
to  the  house  of  lords,  setting  forth,  "  That 
whereas  the  king  had  granted  ii  commission  to 
certain  persons,  there  named,  and  they  by  vir- 
tue thereof  sat  aiul  made  enquiry  at  Uorton 
Pool,  within  the  county  palatine  of  Durham  ; 
he  therefore  praycfl  that  the  said  commission 
might  be  revoked."  Hereupon  s^ir  Wm.  Earl, 
knjght,  the  knig's  attorney-general,  very  learn- 
edly endeavoured  to  prove  "  That  the  said  bp. 
ought  to  have  no  county-palatine,  nor  liber- 
tics  royal."  On  the  contrary,  the  bp.  produced 
his  authorities  to  prove  his  right,  and  the  mat- 
ter was  strenuously  debated  between  them.  At 
last  judgment  was  given  for  the  bp.  and  the 
said  inquisition  returned  into  chancery,  or  else- 
where, was  declared  null  and  void. 

Revenues  of  i  he  Croun."]  Ralph  lord  Crom- 
wel,  high  treasurer  of  England,  petitioned  the 
pari,  timt  they  would  take  into  consideration 
tlio  Ltate  of  the  r*.cvenues  of  the  Crown  and 
the  disbursements,  the  said  revenue  being  not 
able  to  supply  the  expenco  by  35,000 1.  yearly; 
wherefore  he  prayed,  that  order  might  be  taken 
for  the  king's  household  ;  that  he  might  enjoy 
the  oiiicc  as  freely  asi  others  before  him ;  aud  that 
2B 
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tio  grant  be  passed  by  the  king  without  the  know* 
Ucl^e  of  him  the  said  treasurer.  He  abo,  by 
3  long  schedules  annexed,  shewed  the  particti- 
lars  of  the  whole  revenues  and  profits  of  the 
tmwii,  with  the  charge  out  of  the  same  in  all 
Avays  and  means.  This  was  thoiight  pmper  to 
t)c  biid  before  the  commons,  and  a4l  the  rc- 
hiiests  aforesaid  were  granted.  M*he  said  lord 
Cromwel  by  another  petition,  also,  shi#wcd, 
that  warrants  for  payments  were  come  to  him 
*  for  more  than  2  years  profits  of  the  crown ; 
V'bcrefore,  he  desired,  that  the  consideration 
of  the  king's  estate  mi^ht  be  speedy,  and  that 
a  prescription  for  his  pa3nneat  should  be 
made. 

Particular  Acta  passed,']  In  the  Statutes  at 
l.Hrt;e  arc  sevend  acts  made  this  pari,  on  the 
■petitions  of  the  commons,  ver}'  couducive  to 
tJie  public  Ejood,  of  which  the  following  are  ab«- 
brriuts : — [.  It  \^':is  provided  by  an  act,  **-That 
such  perjjous  as  were  keepers  of  the  stews  or 
wiiorc-houses  in  Southwark,  should  not  be  im- 
pnnuelled  upon  any  jury,  nor  keep  an  inn  or 
tavern  in  any  other  place,  least  men  of  such 
Vile  consciences  and  practices  should  corrupt 
justice,  and  propagate  their  villanies  over  the 
hation.** — IT.  It  was  enacted,  "  That  even  dis- 
seisors should  not  be  put  out  of  possession'  by 
any  collusive  tricks  of  law,  as  was  then  usual, 
by  making  the  sheriflf  the  disseisor,  and  then 
entering  upon  the  lands  for  the  default  of  Uie 
tenant's  not  answering :"  wherefore  it  was  or- 
dained, **  Tliat  all  soch  writs  shall  be  abated 
and  quashed :"  and  III.  In  the  behalf  of  the 
person  disseised  wrongfully  of  his  lands,  where- 
as before  die  law  was,  that  the  disseisee  might 
sue  the  disseisor  in  his  Hfe  tiitoe,  if  he  took 
the  profits  at  the  time  of  the  suit  commenced, 
which  to  avoid,  the  disseisors  made  over  the 
land  by  feoffments  to  others,  and  so  avoid- 
ed the  suit :  whereupon  it  was  enacted,  "  That 
the  disseisees  should  have  their  action  as  well 
aeainst  the  feoffee,  as  disscisof  himself,  if 
either  of  Uiem  take  the  profits  of  th^  land." — 
TV.  And  because  divers  tenants  of  lands  for 
term  of  life  and  years,  made  over  the  said  lands 
to  other  undei^tenants,  to  the  end  that  they 
might  not  be  Hable  to  writs  of  waste,  for  the 
damages  done  upon  the  said  lands  by  their 
order  and  connivance  before  the  grant  of  the 
said  leases ;  it  was  hereupon  enacted  "  That 
the  tenant  in  reversion  might  have  his  action 
against  the  tenant  for  life  or  years,  for  the-dn- 
mages  done,  as  well  before  as  after  the  lease 
made  to  any  under-tenants,  and  recover  treble 
damages  for  the  said  waste,  provided  that  it 
were  proved,  that  the  said  first  tenants  took 
tlic  profits  of  the  land  to  their  own  proper  use 
at.  the  time  of  the  waste  done." — ^V.  Whereas 
divers  suits  and  indictments,  as  well  for  the 
king  as  his  subjects,  were  discontinued  by 
making  of  new  commissions  for  the  peace,  to 
the  great  delay  of  justice,  and  wrong  of  the 
subjects,  it  was  enacted,  "  That  no  pleas,  or 
processes  should  be  discontinued  by  any  new 
commissions,  but  the  justices  so  miide,  should 
have  power  and  authority  to  continue  ail  pleas 


depending,  «iid  determiae  the  same.''r— VI.  All 
abuse  also  being  crept  into  the  nation  about 
measures  contrary  to  the  statutes ;  and  pur- 
veyors, bakers,  merchants,  and  buyers  uf  €X>m, 
taking  9  boshels  for  the  qr.  it  was  enacted^ 
"  That  the  statutes  for  weights  and  measures 
should  be  proclaimed  in  every  market-town; 
and  that  there  should  be  a  Inishel,  common 
balance,  and  weights  in  every  market-towu, 
city,  and  borough,  kept  by  the  mayor  and  jus- 
tices, according  to  the  standard  in  the  excbe« 
quer ;  and  if  any  person  shall  presume  to  soil 
or  buy  by  any  other  weight  or- measures,  they 
shall  for^it  5i.  to  the  person  that  shall  hue  (or 
it,  and  5l.  to  the  kmg." — VII.  Hecognisors 
having  fomtd  out  a  way  to  defeat  the  execu- 
tiotis  of  such  persons  as  they  were  indebted  to 
by  recognizance,  by  bringing  their  writs  de 
corpus  turn  causa  out  of  chancery,  and  giving 
sureties  to  the  king  only^  were  delivered  out 
of  prison,  and  their  creditors  defeated  of  thetr 
debts ;  it  was  therefore  ordained,  '*  That  sure- 
ties should  be  given,  as  well  to  the  patty  as  to 
the  kiofj,  that  Uieir  debts  may  be  surely  paid/' 

The  French  war  still  contsioued,  and  aboat 
this  time  with  good  success  to  the  English, 
under  the  conduct  of  the*  victorious  lord  Tal- 
bot and.  the  earl  of  Arundol.  But  the  latter 
having  the  misfortune  to  be  killed  before 
the  castle  of  Oerboroy,  and  the  dukes  of  Bed- 
ford and  Burgundy  commencing .  a  quarrel, 
which  ^nded  in  an  open  rupture  between 
them,  afiairs  were  again  thrown  into  a  differ- 
ent situation  in  that  kingdom.  In  this  inter- 
val we  find  that  writs  of  summons  were  beat 
out,  to  call  a  pari,  dated  Nov.  Ist,  to  meet  at 
Westminster  on  the  8tli  day  of  July  following; 
which  was  aftenvards  prorogued  to  Reading, 
15  days  after  Michaelmas,  in  the  12th  year  ot* 
this  reign.  The  Abridger  of  the  records  has 
given  us  no  proceedings  of  this  pari,  for  which 
reason  we  suppose  they  were  not  entered  on 
the  rolls,  nor  are  there  any  acts  in  the  statute 
books  relating  to  it. 

A  Pari,  c^led.]  It  was  not  till  two  years 
afW  that  a  pari,  sat  to  do  business,  which 
was  called  by  writs  dated  at  Westminster, 
July  5,  1435,  to  meet  at  tlie  same  place  on  the 
10th  of  Oct.  foUowini;.  On  which  day>  beinf^ 
assembled  before  the  king,  sitting  in  his  chair 
of  state,  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  the  bp.  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  then  chancellor  of  EngUnd, 
hy  the  king's  command,  opened  the  session 
with  a  speech,  and  took  for  his  theme  this 
text,  *•  soUiciti  sitis  servare  tmitatem  spiritus 
in  vinculo  pacis;'  and  amongst  other  matters 
he  told  them,  '*  that  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
who  had  sworn  allegiance  both  to  t)ie  king  and 
his  father,  had  basely  broke  his  oath  and  re- 
volted ;  that  he  had  appointed  a  diet,  or  sit- 
ting, at  Arras,  without  the  king's  knowledgis, 
where  two  cardinals  came  to  treat  about  a 
peace  between  EuglafNl  and  France;  that  al- 
ter the  king  was  acquainted  with  it,  he  sent 
some  persons  of  quality  as  his  ambaraadurs  at 
this  meeting,  wlto  there  proposed  reasonable 
and  honest  terms  of  agreement,  wludi  the 
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Ff«adi  refused  and  scoffed  mt ;  by  which  nof 
thing -was  done  at  that  diet.  After  which,  the 
Wing  wa»  toU,  that  the  said  duke  of  Burgundy 
had  entered  into  a  league  with  the  French ; 
aady  as  such)  there  remained  nothing  for  the 
king  to  du)  but  either  to  lose  his  stile  and  title 
and  kingihHa  of  France^  or  else  resolve  to 
defend  t&  same  by  force.  How  to  act  in  the 
best  manner  in  these  affairs,  he  added,  was 
the  cause  of  this  assembly;  for  wliich  end  he 
desired  tlie  commons  to  choose  a  Speaker, 
and  next  day  to  present  him  to  the  king.'' 

A  Speaker  cfuuen.]  Accordingly  they  pre- 
sented John  Bowes,  esq.  whose  excuse  beins 
reused,  he  made  the  usual  protestation,  which 
was  allowed.  The  first  t(|ing  we  find  upon  the 
record  that  this  pari,  went  upon;  was  to  give 
autbority  to  the  king's  council,  to  make  securi- 
tiea  to  the  creditors  of  the  crown  for  100,000). 
By  the  king's  letters  patents  securky  was  also 
given  to  certain  persons  there  named  for  8000 
marks,  sent  by  them  to  the  king,  out  of  the  re- 
venues of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  earl  of 
Arundel  deceased* 

A  SiMdif  granted,]  An  unusual  subsidy 
was  also  granted  by  Uiis  pari.  viz.  that  every 
person  bidding  any  frank  tenant  in  lands,  an- 
Boicies^  fees,  offices,  or  hereditaments,  above 
tk/t  yearly  value  of  51.  should  pay  6d.  for  every 
pound,  upon  kts  oath.  Also  a  10th  and  a  15th 
was  granted  the  king  on  the  laity;  deducting 
thereof  4000L  for  the  relief  of  decayed  towns 
and  villages.  A  subsidy  also  on  every  sack  of 
woolf  SSs.  4d.  fn)m  merchants  denizens,  and 
46»:  8d.  from  aliens ;  and  so  according  to  that 
rate  on  other  staple  ware,  was  granted  to  the 
king,  with  tonnage  and  poundage  for  9  years. 

Particular  Actn  passed.]  Some  public  acts 
wewe  made  thb  session,  in  order  clutily  to  rc- 
gidate  abusas  in  other  acts,  or  to  explain  them 
better.  The  mpst  remarkable  arc,  "  Tliat  the 
judges,  ia  their  circuits,  shall  have  power  to 
give  judgaaents  in  all  cases  of  felony  and  trear 
son,  as  well  upon  persons  acquitted  as  at- 
taifrtcd,  and  award  executions  according  to 
that  judt^ment.*' — "  That  all  wools  and  wool- 
Mb  that  shall  be  shipped  to  bo  transported, 
iball  bo  carried  to  Calais  only;  and  no  li* 
censes  skall  be  granted  to  the  contrary,  except 
by  the  kine  and  council.** — *^  That  all  wool, 
and  wooWlells,  and  other  merchandizes  of  the 
staple,  which  shall  be  shipped  in  any  creeks  or 
pom  clamkstiuely,  in  order  to  cheat 'the  king 
of  bis  substdicft  and  customs,  shall  be  forfeited 
to  the  king." — "  That  all  persops  who  shall 
dare  to  disturb  any  foreigners  in  selling  fbh  or 
other  victuals,  either  by  wholesale  or  retail, 
shaU  forfeit  lOl.  one  moiety  to  the  king,  and 
the  other  to  the  person  thai  shall  sue  &r  the 
same." 

-  A  Pari.  eaUed.]  Another  parl^  was  called 
to  meet  at  Cambridge,  Jan.  aist,  1436;  but, 
Ibr  icasoBs  of  state,  not  mentioned,  was  or- 
dered by  o.ther  writs  to  meet  at  VVe*»tm.  on  the 
day  aforesaid.  John  bp.  of  Bath  and,  Wells, 
chancetlor  of  England,  opened  this  session 
wit^i  ao  elaborate  speech^  uroui  this  text,  <  Co- 


rona, rtgni  in  manu  Dei,.&c.'  On  wliich  he 
deuuAistrated,  "  Tlmt  3  sorts  of  men  are 
crowned;  viz.  dl  Christians  in  their  baptism, 
in  token  whereof  they  arc  anointed;  all 
clerics  in  their  order,  in  token  whereof  they 
are  shaven ;  and*all  kings  in  their  coronation, 
who  in  token  tliereof  wear  a  crown  of  gold,  set 
about  with  flowers  and  precious  stones.  The ' 
figure  of  the  crown  he  resembled  to  the  body 
politic  of  the  nation ;  tjic  flowers  and  stones  to 
the  honours  and  offices  of  a  prince,  as  gold  es- 
timable and  durable ;  and  that  commouwcvalth 
is  most  firm  and  stable  which  is  governed  by 
the  faithful  care  of  a  prince*  for,  as  gold  is 
flexible  to  die  workman,  so  ought  every  part 
of  the  commonality  to  be  at  the  beck  of  the 
prince,  seeking  the  prosperity  of  him."  The 
erecting  and  standing  of  the  flowers  in  the  up- 
per part  of  the  cro\^n  denoteth  the  king's  pre- 
emin^ncy  over  his  sul^ects,  which  ought  to  be ' 
garnished  with  4  cardinal  virtues:  that  is  to 
say,  in  the  fore-part  ought  tp  be  wisdom, 
adorued  with  three  precious  stones,  viz.  me- 
mory of  ^ngs  past,  circumspection  of  things 
present,  and  prudence  in  things  to  come.  On 
tlie  right-hand  ought  to  be  fortitude,  accompa^ 
nicd  with  courage  in  attempting,  patience  ii\ 
sufferings  and  perseverance  in  well-meaning. 
On  the  left  side  ought  to  be  justice,  distri- 
buting her  arms  three  ways,  to  tlie  best,  mean, 
and  lowest.  On  the  hinder-part  ought  to  be 
temperance,  with  her  trinity,  viz,  restraint  of 
sensuaUty  in  fear,  silence  id  speech,  and  mor- 
tifjcation  in  will;  all,  which,  proceeding  from 
God,  fully  proved,  that  the  crown  of  the  khig 
was  in  the  hand  of  Gcd.**  He  concluded  with 
declaring)  "  That  this  pari,  was  called  for  3 
principal  causes ;  tlie  1st,  tor  justice  and  peacd 
amongst  subjects;  the  ^nd,  how  the  commo- 
dities glowing  within  this  realm  mi^ht  have  a 
ready  vent;  Uie  3rd,  how  Uie  TCctlm  might  ba 
defended,  and  the  sea  kept  against  enemies 
and  rebels.*'  To  which  end,  he  desired  tho 
commons  to  clioose  their  Speaker,  and  present 
him  the  next  day  to  the  king. 

A  Speaker  cho$en.]  The  receivers  and  triers, 
of  petitions  being  appointed,  the  Commons 
presL'iited  sir  John  Tirrel  to  be  their  Speaker^ 
whose  excuse  being  infused,  he,  wiih  the  com- 
mon protesUition,  was  allowed.  But,  Marcli 
19th,  a  committee  of  commons  was  sent  t*)  tho 
king,  declaring  that  their  house  had  newly 
chosen  Wm.  l^erly,  esq.  to  be  thoir  Speaker, 
in  the  room  ef  sir  John  Tirrel,  disabled  from 
attending  by  grievous  sickness,  which  was  al- 
lowed by  the  king  under  the  usual  protesta-t 
tion, 

Sitbddiei  granted.]  The  subsidies  grantee^ 
by  this  par),  were  the  like  10th  and  15rh  as  in 
the  iast^  Also  the  same  subsidy  on  wools,  &c.. 
was  granted  tor  3  years  to  come.  Authority 
was  likewise  given  to  ,the  king's  council  tQ 
make  assurances  to  the  kui^*^  creditors,  for  the 
sum  of  100,0001,  And  by  the  same  authority^ 
the  treasurer  of  England  was  to  pay  to  the  car-% 
dinal  bp,  of  Winchester  2000  marks. 

fartKvJar  Acts  j^ajued.l     The    particular 
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acts  that  were  inadie  this  session  were:  T.  "  A  (  rtiacfed,  •'  Thiat  if  the  said  Wm.  do  not  sur- 
reincdy  was  provided  agiiinst  vexatious  and  rcn der himself,  after proclamadonmade against 
troublesome  suits  of  such  persons  as  were  not  him,  that  he  should  be  taken  as  a  trakor  at- 
of  tl  c  king's  iiouschold,  in  the  court  of  stew-  I  tainted."  The  said  Isabel,  by  another  peti- 
arda,  and  marshals  of  the  kiuii's  house;  and  it  \  tion,  shewed  how  the  said  Wm.  by  duress  and 
was  allowed  as  an  exeniption*fri)ni  their  jurisr-  [  means  of  imprisonment,  enforced  her  to  marry 
diction  to  plead  and  aver,  that  they  are  not  of  I  him,  and  under  cofour  thereof,  ravished  her; 


the  king's  houj>e." — II.  "  An  allowance  was 
given  to  all  die  kind's  subjects  of  England  to 
traaiport  corn,  when  at  a  low  price,  out  of  the 
realm,  viz.  wheat  at  6s.  8d.  and  hurley  at 
5->.  4d.  the  fji."— ^lU.  "  An  injunction  to  all 


for  which  she   prayed   to    have  her  appeaJ, 
which  w'as  granted. 

A  general  pardon.]  The  last  thing  we  find 
on  the  record,  tran.sarted  this  pari,  was  the 
kingfs  genernl  pardon  of  all  treasons,  felonies, 


sheriiis,    bailufs  of  franchises,   and  coronci's,  i  forfeitures,  and  other  oflfences;  but  thi*  does 
that  in  actions,  or  writs  of  attaint  of  plea  for  1  not  appear  in  the  statute-books.     And  autho- 


lauds  of  the  yearly  value  of  40l.  they  do  not 
return  nor  impannel  any  perstms,  but  such  as 
be  inhabiting  in  his  bailiwick,  and  have  an 
estate  to  their  own  use,  in  lands  and  tene- 
inents,  to  the  yearly  value  of  20l.  or  more,  on 
the  penalty  of  forfeiting  lOl.  to  the  king,' and 
iOl.  to  the  plaintiffs  in  the  said  action  or  writs 
of  attaint;  and  that  no  person  of  less  suffi- 
ciency of  freehold  than  201.  a  year,  shall-  be 


rity  was  piven  to  the  lords  of  the  council,  to 
answer  all  such  petitions  as  were  not  answered 
in  thi"^  parliament. 

A  Purl,  cal/ed.]  We  have  now  a  period  of 
3  years  before  we  meet  with  anotlicr  pari. 
But  in  1430,  the  tjovt.  wantinj^  fresh  supplies, 
a  pari,  was  stnnmonvd,  to  meet  at  Westrn. 
onVhe  12th  of  Nov.  At  which  time  and  place 
being  all  assembled,  the  bp.  of  Bath^  and  Wells 


sworn  in  the  king's  court  upon  any  issue  in  the  i  still  chanc.  was  commanded  by  the  king  to 
said  actions,  if  he  be  by  the  plamtitfs  in  due  I  open  the  session  by  a  sneech.     He  took  for  bis 


form' challenged.*' — 1\^.  **  A  permission  was  gi- 
ven to  all  pei-sons,  as  well  religious  as  secQlar,to 
appoint  themselves  general  attornies  to  sue  or 
plead  ix>r  tliem,  in  every  hundred  or  wapon- 
take." — And,  V.  "  A  prohibition  was  laid 
upon  all  merchants  to  ship,  or  cause  to  be 
shipped,  any  wool,  wool-fells,  or  other  mer- 
chandizes belonging  to  the  staple,  in  any  place 
within 
yharts 


subject  this  text,  •  Adaperiat  Dominus  tor 
nostrum  in  lege  sua,  et  m  prwceptis  suis,  et 
faciat  pacem,'  kc.  From  which  words  he  en- 
deavoured to  draw  two  special  points;  the 
1st,' "  What  great  desire  every  christian  ought 
to  have  to  the  reformation  of  his  lite,  by  the 


only  means  of  God ;  who,  ncainst  all  hardness 

was  to  bend,  and  to  incline  his  heart  to  God*s 

ihis   reulm,  except  at  the   keys   and  i  laws  and  commandhients.     The  2d,  what  thirst 

abciiiiicd    by  the  statute, .  where  the  j  every  sick  christian  vouffht  to  have,  to  crave 


king's  wclu,lits  and  wools  are  Set;  excepting 
the  merchants  of  Genoa,  Venice,  Tuscany, 
Florence,  Catalonia,  and  the  burgesses  of 
Bei-wick. 

retUiona.]  On  a  Petition  of  Humphrey, 
duke  of  Gloucester,  and  dame  Eleanor  his 
•wife,  the  king  granted  his  letters  patents,  con- 
firmed by  this  pari,  giving  licence  to  the  said 
duke  to  impark  200  acres  of  land  in  Grcen- 
"wich,  and  that  they  may  embattle  their  manor- 
house  there,  and  build  it  wirh  stone ;  also  to 
raise  a  tower  of  stone  within  the  said  park. 
Jyhn,  earl  of  Oxford,  petitioned  for  a  pardon 
for  3001.  the  remainder  of  a  fine   of  30001. 


and  seek  peace,  after  his  manifold  conflicts 
and  battles  in  this  world.  As  to  the  Ist,  that 
God  should  open  the  heart,  and  not  the  hearts, 
since  the  words  were  spoken  to  the  children  of 
Israel ;  he  noted  that  thereby  was  meant  a 
mystical  unity,  according  to  these  words  in 
Jiidses  ii,  *  Convenit  uni versus  Israel  ad  ci- 
vitatem  quasi  homo  uims,  eadcm  mente, 
unoque  consilio.*  Which  being  spoken  to 
them,  was  left  for  our  learning,  that  we  might 
follow  the  same,  and  might  attain  to  true 
peace.  To  the  '2d,  by  tliis  word  Israel  is  un- 
derstood their  states,  namely,  of  princes,  of 
nobles,  of  power  and  of  wisdom;  all  which, 
if  they  the  same  agreed  in  unity,  there  was 


f  aid  to  the  king  for  marrying  without  licence, 
t  was  answered,  that  the  said  debt  was  as-  j  no  doubt  but  peace  of  body  and  soul  would 
eigned  over^  but  that  the  king  would  remember  i  ensne.  For.  the  restoring  of  which,  he  told 
him  some  other  way.  Sir  Rd.  Woodvillc  paid  them,  that  this  pari,  was  called;  remembering 
to  the  king  lOOOl.  as  a  fine  for  maiTying  Ja-  :  them,  that  the  king  would  have  all  estates 
ijuet,  or  Jaqueline,  duche^^s  of  Bedford,  with-  '  enjoy  their  liberties;  then  dcsir'ed  the  com-* 
out  licence.  This  foreign  lady  showed  as  little  '  mons  to  chuse,  and  the  next  day  present 
continence  in  her  widowhood,  ?js  queen  Ca-  their  Speaker  to  the  king." 
th':rine  had  done;  being  quickly  married  again  '  A  Speaker  chosen."]  The  prelate  having 
to  the  aforesaid  knight,  afterwards  created  earl  j  ended  his  spiritual  harangue,  the  next  day  the 
of  Rivers,  by  whom  she  had  several  children ;  '  commons  presented  to  the  king,  Wm.  Trcsham, 
and  amongst  Chcm  the  lady  EllTiabeth,  who,    esq.    who   with   the  usual  solemnity  was  al- 


being  wife  to  Edw.  IV.  was  afterwards  queen 
of  England.  On  the  Petition  of  Isabel,  late 
wife  of  John  Hoteler,  of  Bcimsly,  in  tho  county 
of  Lanc:u)ter,  knight,  which  Isjibel,  one  Wm. 
Pull,  of  Winall,  in  tlfe  county  of  Che^er, 
gentleman,    sh^efully    did    ravish;   it  was 


f 


lowed. 

Suppllet  granted.]  The  subsidies  ^^raoted 
by  this  pari,  were  a  10th  and  a  15th;  and 
half  a  15th  was  granted  to  be  levied  of  tho 
laity,  in  such  fonn  as  was  in  the  4th  year  of 
this  king.      An   impost   on  wools  ^  was  also 
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mated  for  3  jeArs,  as  in  the  14  Ueot  VL 
1  he  0(Miniions  aUu  granted  to  the  king,  that 
all  aliens,  not  denizens,  within  the  realm, 
should  pay  to  the  king  yearly,  16d  for  each, 
being  an  housekeeper ;  being  none,  6d.  The 
aaine  authority  was  also  given  to  the  treasurer 
ef  England,  and  others,  to  make  securities 
for  100,0001.  &s  in  former  pari.  An  order  was 
also  taken  for  the  payment  of  the  king's  debts, 
contracted  for  the  provisions  of  his  household. 

Dec.  21,  the  chanc.  by  the  king's  command 
declared  to  the  lords  and  commons,  that  the 
king  had  prorogued  ttie  pari,  frum  that -day 
unto  the  day  alter  st.  Uilary  next  coming,  to 
be  h(dden  at  Reariing. 

F articular  Ads  ptmed.]  The  most  remark- 
able acts  made  in  this  session  are  these: — 
I.  ^  That  cheese  and  butter  may  be  carried 
out .  of  the  kingdom  without  hcence." — 11. 
**  That  merchant  strangers  shall  not  sell  their 
merchandizes  one  to  another  in  England,  l^ut 
that  every  such  merchant  shall  have  an  host 
or  surveyor,  appointed  him  at  his  landing,  by 
1^  chief  otficer  of  the  town  or  place  where  he 
shall  land,  who  shall  keep  a  register  of  all  be 
boys  and  sells,  and  take  2|d  in  the  pound  of 
bira  for  all  merchandize  by  him  .bought  or 
sold,  and  the  said  merchants  shall  sell  and 
buy  all  witliin  8  montlis^" — III,  "  That  all 
persons,  made  justices  of  the  peace,  should 
have  lands  and  tenements  to  the  value  of  20i. 
a  year,  except  in  cities  and  corporations." — 
IV.  "  That  no  captain  shall  detain  the  wages 
of  common  soldiers,  except  it  be  for  their 
clothing,  under  the  penalty  of  20l.  for  every 
spear,  and  lOl.  for  9  bow ;  to  be  paid  to  the 
lung.'* — ^V.  "  That  every  person  mustering  and 
receiving  the  king's  wases,  who  shall  depart 
from  their  captains  and  tlic  king's  service,  with- 
out apparent  licence  granted  them  by  the  said 
captains,  shall  be  punished  as  felons." — Vlf. 
^'  That  no  person  shall  be  a  collector  of  dismcs 
and(|uinzime8,(10t;hs  and  15ths)  in  any  county, 
who  is  so  in  the  city  of  the  same;  except  he 
be  able  to  dispend,  in  lands  and  tenements,  in 
the  said  county,  lOOs.  a  year,  over  and  above 
all  charges  and  reprises. 

Feiitians.']  P.  That  no  person  once  makibg 
£ne  for  not  being  knighted,  be  ever  again 
called  for  it ;  and  that  the  fines  be  no  other 
than  usual.  A.  The  king  will  be  advised. — ^P. 
That  every  merchant  may  lawfully  transport 
all  manner  of  hides,  calf-skins,  long-fells  and 
-tidlow,  to  what  place  he  liketh,  besides  to 
Calais.  A.  The  king  will  be  advised. — P. 
That  no  owner  of  any  ship  be  impeached  for 
any  hurt  done  by  his  ship  to  any  other  ship  on 
the  sea,  or  in  port,  or  creek,  if  he  was  not  a 

?arty  thereto.  A.  The  same  as  before. — ^1*. 
hat  every  collector  of  customs,  and  comp- 
trollers of  every  port,  may  licence  the  kings 
subjects  to  tmnsport  corn  from  one  shire  or 
town  to  another,  taking  surety  of  debt,  to  the 
"value,  that  the  same  be  not  carried  beyond 
sea.  A.  As  before. — ^P.  That  no  ItaHan,  or 
other  merchant,  beyond  the  straights  of  Mo- 
T()^,  (nQw  Gibraltar)  brin^  any  merchandize 


into  the  realm,  but  such  as  is  the  produce  ot 
their  own  countries;  for  very  good  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  record.  A.  'llie  same  as 
above. — P.  That,  all  spicerics  sold  in  any  poro 
within  the  realm,  by  i*ny  merchants  strangers, 
be  as  clear  garbelled  as  the  same  is  in  London. 
A.  The  king  will  be  advised.  An  act  was 
made  this  session  tliat  the  fourth  part  of  tlie 
10th  and  15th  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  king's  houseiiold,  in  order  to  make  ready 
payment  for  the  king's  purveyance.  And,  by 
the  said  act  it  appears,  the  revenues  of  the 
dutchies  of  Lancaster  and  Cornwall  were  ^Iso 
appropriated  to  tliat  use. — On  die  petition  of 
the  judges  it  was  enacted,  "  That  all  the  juj<- 
tices  of  both  benches,  justices  of  assize,  the 
king's  Serjeant  and  attorney,  shall  yearly,  at 
two  feasts  of  the  year  then  expressed,  be  paid, 
and  allowed  their  fees  and  liveries,  by  the 
hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  Uanaper,  for  the 
time  being,  out  of  the  customs  of  London, 
Bristol,  and  Kingbton  upon  Hull. — The  last 
thing  worthy  of  notice  among  the  transaction* 
of  tJiis  pari,  is,  fhat  in  consideration  of  the 
great  plague  of  pestilence,  bo  called,  it  was 
enacted,  *'  That  all  such  persons  as  should  do 
homage  to  the  king,  should  do  the  same  with-' 
out  kissing  him;  and  the  same  homage  to  be 
as  good  as  though  the  kiss  was  given." 

A  Fart,  calfed.]  In  1442  anorhfr  pari,  was 
called  by  writ,  to  meet  at  Westminster,  on  the 
feast  of  the  conversion  of  st.  Paul,  but  no  more 
than  the  names  of  the  peers,  bO  suinmoued,  is 
given  in  the  Abridgmenl  ot"^  the  Eecords.  In 
the  Statutes  at  Large,  there  are  13  acts  said 
to  be  mwW'  'A\  this  pari,  yet  none  of  them  being  of 
a  particular  nature,  we  nmst  refer  tl*e  curious 
enquirer  to  the  statute-book  aforesaid  for 
them. 

A  Pari,  called.']  Tt  was  not  till  3  years 
after  this  period,  that  we  meet  with  any  ac- 
count of  a  pari,  when  writs  were  issued  out, 
dated  at  Westminster,  Jan.  13,  1445,  for  one 
to  meet  at  the  same  place  on  the  25lh  of  Feb. 
following.  In  presence  of  the  king  sitting  in 
person  in  his  cliair  of  state,  and  of  the  lords 
and  commons,  John  Stafford,  late  bp.  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  but  now  abp,  of  Canterbury,  pri- 
mate of  all  England,  deputy  to  the  see  of 
Rome,  and  chancellor  ot  England,  declared 
the  cause  of  calling  this  pturl.  and  took  for  his 
subject  these  words  from  Pssilm  Ixxxiv.  *  Jus-  - 
titia  &  pax  osculatae  sunt.'  On  which  he  told 
them,  "  That  through  the  great  diligence  and 
conduct  of  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  the  king's  dear 
cousin,  atid  other  noblemen,  sent  as  ambas- 
sadors into  France,  as  well  upon  a  treaty  of 
marriage  to  be  had  between  tlie  king  and  Marr 
garet,  daughter  to  the  king  of  Sicily,  as  for  to 
settle  a  peace  between  England  and  France, 
the  said  marriage  was  contracted ;  and  a  sus- 
pension of  arms,  for  a  time,  was  granted.  He 
tiirther  said,  tliat  the  said  carl  staid  in  France 
For  tlie  safe  conduct  of  the  said  princess  Mar- 
garet into  the  realm  of  England,  by  w  hich  two  , 
means  he  nothing  doubted,  but  that,  through 
Go^'s  grace^  tbe  ssixX  tru^e  v^ould  end  so  well 
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fkoit  justice  and  peace  t^Duld  be  within  this  ' 
•atioo  nuM-c  tlma  it  had  i>etD."  lie*  tiien  bid  | 
the  commons  cUuse  and  present  their  Speaker  > 
to  the  king.  *  i 

H^  BurghleUy  esq,  S^rakcr.']  On  the  2nd 
day  uf  this  pari,  the  Commons  notiiicd  tu  the  [ 
lords,  that  ih(7  had  gUuhcu  tlicir  S|>€akcr;  \ 
%xid  the  next  dat  they  prc&4]Mted  \Vm.  Burgit- 
ley,' esq.  ta  the  king,  whi>ie  cxcufto  being  re- 
jected, be  was  allowed  .15  Spcidier,  under  the 
common  protestation. — Tliis  session,  wc  find, 
\y  the  Record,  was  continued  to  Marrh  15th, 
^t  BO  notice  is  taken  of  any  more  business 
done  in  it ;  vhen  the  chancciiur,  by  the  king's 
command,  pror(^ucd  the  pari,  tu'  die  19tb  ut' 
April. 

A  Suh$i(itf  grantcdJ]  Thi«  pari,  being  ap;ain 
assembled  on  the  IQtti  of  April,  the  first  thini; 
vti  find  entered  upon  the  Record,  is  the  grant 
of  a  Subsidy  of  a  tOth  and  a  15th,  and  half  a 
10th  and  lialf  a  15th,  reserving  out  of  it  50001. 
to  be  allowed  to  certain  poor  towns,  there 
Muncd,  which  were  wasted.  A  subsidy  on 
wools,  also  of  34s.  4d.  of  denizens,  and  5&i.  of 
«Ueiis,  ibr  every  sack  of  wool,  &c.  witli  ton- 
mage  and  poundage  of  deuixcns,  and  double  oi* 
aliens,  was  granted  to  the  king  for  four  vears. 

A  Peace  with  FranceiX  Tlic  next  thin^  the 
pari,  did  was  to  take  mto  considenakoo  tlut 
nfiairofthe  peace  with  France;  and  we  find 
that  the  chancellor  of  England,  in  the  presence 
•f  the  king  and  the  whole  pari,  made  a  proteft- 
ftation,  '^  'fhat  the  peace  which  the  king  had 
made  with  the  French  king»  or  rather  was 
nbout  to  make,  was  merely  of  his  own  motion 
nnd  will ;  and  that  he  was  not  instigated  there- 
to by  himself,  or  any  of  the  lords  whuteoever.** 
Which  protest  was  enrolled.-r-On  this,  it  was 
enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  "  That 
the  statute  made  ot'H.  V.  iinporting,  That  no 
peace  should  be  made  with  the  French  king 
that  BOW  is,  and  was  then  caUed  the  daophin  of 
France,  withqut  the  assent  of  the  three  estates 
of  both  realms,  should  be  utterly  repealed  and 
Ttvoked.  And  that  no  person  whatsoever 
should  be  impeached  at  any  time  to  corae,  for 
mving  couii^ei  to  bring  about  this  peace  with 
yVance."— Tins  extraordinary  act  which,  hj 
the  bye,  is  not  inserted  in  the  statntea  of  tbw 
parL  seemft  tq  have  been  caloofeted  hr  a  com* 
pliment  to  die  earl  of  SufiEblk,  now  mude  a 
marquis  for  this  piece  of  senrice,  and  bo  indem* 
liify  him  from  any  further  trouble  aboot  the 
pnatcb.  We  are  told,  by  the  Records,  that  on 
||ie  9nd  of  June  the  marquis  came  into  the 
house,  and  made  a^  declaration  of  his  services 
\o  the  king,  lords  and  commons^  and'  his  re* 

3iiest  was,  thftt  thev  would  judge  ail  he  had 
one  to  hf^  reasonable  and  just.  That  on  tha 
4t}i  of  June,  the  Speaker  of  the  liouse  of  Gon»» 
nons  came  before  the  king  and  locds,  and 
there,  in  behalf  of  their  wholo  body,  hi^y 
comniendexi  tlie  pei^on  and  niuncrous  services 
of  thcf  marquis  and  earl  of  Suffolk,  partienlarly 
ibr  the  kin^  marriage,  and  fi>rioptnining  thie 
truce  with  Trance;  fi>r  all  which,  at'tlwre* 
quest  of  the  coomioDS  and  medi^ktioa  of  the 


lords,  a  vote  was  pateed,  '^  That  the  said  i 
auis  should  be  esteemed  a»  a  moat  true  and 
laithfuJ  subject  to  the  king." 

Fruiicutar  Acts  passed.]    No  less  than  IS 
acta,  some  new,  ami  others  explanatory,  wcfre 
passed  in  this  session.    The  heads  ol' those  thai 
chiefly  regard  the  nubUc  concern  arc  these  :— 
*  A  rehearsal  ot  the  statute  made  15  H.  VI. 
c.  II.  touching  licence  to  tmnspdrt  com,  when 
wheat   doth  not  exceed  tfs.  81I.   and  barley 
3s.  4d.  the  qr.  made  peFpetual. — <  No  man 
shall  be  slteritiP  or  undt^r  slierifV,  ice.  above  a 
year.* — *  No  sheriff  slmll  let  to  ftmn  \m  county 
or  bailiwick  :' — *  The  slierifB  i^id  baiJnffe  fo«» 
in  several  cases  limited.* — *  An  ^t  for  the  of^- 
dering  and  levytne  the  wages  of  the  knights  of 
pari. — *  Who  shall  be  knii;hts  fo»  the  parl.'-^ 
*  The  manner  of  thfir  election— *lio  retnedy 
where  one  is  chosen  and  another  retitfned.'  &c. 
-^Tbe  king's  letters  patents  under  the  great 
seal  of  England,  and  under  the  seal  of  the . 
dutchy  ofl^caster,  made  to  John,  cardinals 
and  abp.  of  Canterbury,  and  several  others,  re« 
lating  to  some  possessions  in  the  said  dntchy  ; 
and  3  other  letters  patents  under  the  seal  onAy 
of  the  dutchy  of  Lancaster,  made  to  the  pe»* 
sons  aforesaid,  of  several  posscssioos  to  tkm 
performance  of  the  last  wilt  and  tesbamcnt  ef 
the  present  king,  were  read  and  corttirmed  by 
the  whole  estates  in  pari. — ^The  Ring's  lettera, 
patents  for  the  erection  and  endowment  of 
Eton  college,  founded  20  H.  VI.  wkh  all  thtt 
lands  and  liberties  then  and  now  granted,  were 
especially  declared  and  contirmed  by  pari*    A» 
also  the  like  letters  patents  of  the  king's,  flMde 
for  the  erecting  and  endo^ng  a  college  (king's 
college)  in  Cambridge,  were  poblidly  read  and 
coo^rmed  by  this  parliament. 

The  D.  a^' Sit  folk  gains  the  mamMgement  cf 
the  Kingdom  hi/  the  Queeu*s  means.]  The  nevr 
queen  seeing  the  marq.  of  Suffolk  papticulariy 
honoured  for  his  services  by  the  loyds  and  re-' 
presentativ^ft  of  the  nation,  jfound  it  no  di^cnby 
to  get  her  easy  husband  to  join  in  eonlierrini^ 
new  dicntties  npon  him.  lie  was  accordingly 
nused  nxMu  marq..  to  duke  of  SaHblk,  and  had 
several  manors  and  wardships  given  htm  U> 
sut>port  dMs  new  dignity;  «nd  having  the 
qoeen*s  heart,  who  certainly  managed  the  king 
as  she  pleased,  this  new  duke  nav  properiy  be 
then  said  to  be  ehe  greatest  man  in-  the  king* 

lie  d.  (^Su^lkphts  the  mm  of  the  d.  of 
Glmcestep,]  The  person  tl|at  stood  tli^  most 
in  riieir  way  to  an  aosolute  rule,  was  Iluinj>brv, 
for  his  great  btwianky  and  hospitali^,  jostiy 
called,  "  the  good  duke  of  Gloucester.*'  This 
nobleman  had  been  long  engaged  in  a^  mortal 
quarrel  wtdi  his  hali^bred  uncle,  Hy.  Beaufopt^ 
bp.  of  Winchester.  The  duke  had  acted  in  his 
Protectorslnp  with  great  wisdom  nn4  caution; 
yet,  even  in  thnt  up-eatpost  he  cotfM  not  cscimo 
a  snare  laid  for  him  bv  the  cardSitnl,  and  his^ 
other  enemies.  His  ciutchess  was  accused  of 
tampering  and  dealing  with  witchea  and  con* 
jnrers,  in  order  to  deprive  the  king  of  his  \i^ 
and  raiso  hvr  busbnad  li>  the  crown.    The  su^ 
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perAitooto  i|^n<H*aiK*e  of  ^kat  age  made  tbifi  ae* 
conumi  easily  crcdked ;  aoii  being  ibufid  gnUty, 
along  witk  bar  accomplices,  oiey  «utf«fed 
4cach ;  aud  sl^  Si '  t^liameful  penaBce  and  a 
perpetual  iiBpirfso«(uent.  The  new  fnvoqiite 
iiavinf;  fo«uid  becoukl  not  have  all  thinfs  witlt- 
ia  \iis  gripe,  VFichout  i^noving  this  great  man, 
0oon  contrived  m  effect  it.  Tlie  firt>t  step  titat 
the  queen  aud  her  toinion  took  was  to  f!et  the 
duke  of  Gloucester,  not  only  displaced  from 
having  any  cumnand  about  the  king*s  per^n, 
but  even  trom  bis  council.  Not  long  after  they 
accused  bim  of  several  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors :  all  which  the  duke  cleared  himself 
•o  weH  of^  that  he  was  honourably  acquitted 
ot*  tbem  betbre  the  kinc  and  coancil. 

A  Pari,  ctilied.]    This  disappointment  did 
but  aggravate  his  enemies  the  more  a^^ainst 
him,  Mftd  many  other  snares  wete  laid  lor  him. 
But  a  more  plausihle  expetlient  being  at  last 
thought  o^  a  parL  was  resolved  to  be  caUed, 
where  he  was  to  be  apprehended  ibr  some 
cfaaige  of  high  treason,  and  committed  to  close 
custody.     Accordingly  writs  were  issued  out 
ffH'  calling  k  parL  to  meet  at  Cambridge  on  the 
loth  of  Feb.  1447 ;  but  afterwards,  iot  rea^onb 
of  staw  no  doubt,  other  writs  were  dispaitched 
alter  them   to  summon  Hie  same  peers,  by 
name,  to  meet  in  pari,  on  the  same  day  at  St. 
Kdiouud's  Bury.     When,  being  met  in  the  Re- 
fectory of  the  abbey  tliere,  John  abp.  of  Can- 
terbury, primate/  legiite,   and  chaoceHor,  as 
hefore,  opened  the  aessiou  by  tlie  king*8  com- 
mand,  and  took  for  his  theme  these  words  out 
of  the  Proverbs,  *  Qui  autem  ineunt  pacis  cofa- 
cilia,  sequitur  itlos  oaudium.'    In  repeating  his 
te%t,  *  Qui  autem,^  &c.  he  said,  "  There  were 
Q  kinds  of  Gounseb ;  tlie  1st,  of  the  wicked,  ut- 
ferly  to  be  shunned,  according  to  the  saying  of 
ihc  Psalmist,  '  beatus  est  vir,  qui  non  anibu- 
hivit  in  consilio  impiormn.    The  9Ad,  of  tire 
good  and  learned,  who  go  with  circumspection, 
according  to  isaiah  6,  ^  Finito  consiUo  suscepit 
Actior  in  domu  sua,  &  fecit  coenam  tnognnm;' 
The  3rd,   of  the  Holy  C?host,  expelling   all 
donbts  by  working  inwardly,  according  to  the 
Psijmii^  '  Consilium  autem  doroini  in  aHer- 
oan^  manet ;  cogitationes  €Jus  a  generatione  ad ' 
geuerationem.'    He  acquainted  them,  ^  Tliat 
between  the  ambassadors  of  the  English  and 
french  kmgs  an  agreenierit  w^s'made,  that 
the  two  kings  should  have  an  inter\'iew ;  and 
tltj^  sufficient  assurance  would  be  ^iven  f^r 
'    bis   majesty's  passage   beyond  sea,    hk  safit 
resideace  there,  mid  return.     For  which  rea- 
son tlie  king  desired  their  advice,  and  would 
net  accordingly.     He  concluded,  as  usujil,  de- 
idfiBg  (he  commons  to  chuse  and  presetit  their 
JspeMLcr,  and  p%it  them  in  mind  tliat  tlie  kin^a 
will  was,  all  estates  should  enjoy  their  liber- 
tics."       ' 

W.  Ihrethttm^  ^.  ekcted  Speaker. ^  The  re- 
ceivers and  triers  of  j^dtions  to  tins  pad.  be- 
ai^  ^itpoihted ;  on  the  Sd  day  the  commons 
presented^  as  tlieir  Speaker,  Wni.  Tresham, 
.^hoseencuse  being,  rejected,  he  was  with  the 
«onunoo  protestntiony  allowed. — £i  is  remarka- 


ble, after  this  usnal  preamble,  that  the  beadt 
of  aU  the  acts  made  m  this  pari,  in  the  statute 
bof^s,  arc  comprised  in  two  Ihies*  And  what 
is  mentioned  in  Cotton  is  little  or  nothius  t* 
the  purpose.  Authority  given  to  the  kmc** 
council  for  100^000 1.  ^inc  grants  of  tan 
king  to  his  new  erected  colleges  of  Eaton  an4 
Cambridge,  and  an  exchange  in  die  new 
queen  Margarets  revenues  of  46661.  Ids.  4d. 
out  of  the  customs,  iSec.  for  some  other  lands 
and  hereditaments  settled  on  her,  during  hfe, 
1  on^irr.ied,  was  e\ery  tiling  maitci'ial  done  in 
this  pari. :  except  nnotiicr  article,  vi«.  "  That 
it  is  by  the  king  enacted,  that  Eleanor,  the  late 
wife  of  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  shall  be  utterly 
barred  fiwn  claiming  any  dovvrr  of  any  ci(  die 
hereditamentii,  &c.  of  tlie  sokl  duke."  By  that 
it  appears,  tliat  another  motive,  and  wluch^has 
bceti  hinted  at  before,  was  the  occasion  of  cail*- 
ing  thi^  pnri. ;  aud  since  it  has  been  so  carc*- 
fnlly  kept  out  of  die  Record*,  the  more  gene- 
ral historians  must  inform  us. 

Tne  D.  of'Glouce^er  arrested  and  nrntrkred.^ 
"  With   the  new  year,"  says  Daniel,  **  the 
lords  began  to  prepare  for  meetiag  in  pari,  at 
B^uT ;  and  that  the  duke  of  Gloucester  mi^hi 
fear.no  evil,  all  things  at  court  were  carried 
with  great  smoothness  towards  him.    But  Care 
was  taken  to  Imve  it  whispered  in  his  car,  that 
it  was  necessary  he  should  bo  at  it,  to  pre\'ent 
the  designs  of  the  queen  and  her  party.    I'he 
good  duke,  not  at  all  jealous  of  ill  pmeticeSv 
hut  retaining  his  old  zca;!  for  the   cominou- 
wealth,  hearkened  to  the  caution,  and  with 
the  rest  of  the  lords  came  to  the  place  at  the 
dme  appointed,  ready  to  attend  the  nadonal 
business. — On  the  tst  day  of  the  session,  all 
things  went  well  enough,  and  the  oeremonici 
at  the  opening  of  a  pari,  were^  performed  as 
usual.     Onllic  2nd  day  the  lord   Beaumont, 
then  high  ront;able  of  England,  being  accoiii<- 
panicd  with  the  dukes  of  Buckingham  and  So- 
merset, and  raitny  others,  arrested  the  diike  of 
Gloucester^  aud  put  him  in  custody  under  a 
strong  guard.     Ilis  servants  were   all  taken 
from  hi  in,  and  32  of  them  sent  to  diffeix*nt  pvi- 
sons.     Ttic  nation  was  in  great  anin/e  at  thril 
sudden  action,  and  every  mun  Was  in^uisitivti 
to  know   wlmt  new  matter  was    fouii^    cmt, 
again*  the  ditke,*  who  had  so  lutely  cleared  . 
himself  of  all  that  could  be   alledged  against 
him.     His  en«;nwes  thought  it  necessary  to  lay 
some  ^ime  to  his  chaise,  and  tlwrefore  gave 
it  out  that  Humphry,  duke  of  Gloucester,  with 
liis  train  of  servants,  had  traitciously  conspii^ 
c»d  to  kill  the  kiitg  tlmt  hcmight  set  the  lady 
Eleanor    his    wife   at   liberty.     A    ridiculous 
charge,  but,  yet  sufficient  to  quiet  the  people, 
w^hom  dicy  only  feared,  in  the  execution  of 
their  design ;    lor  the  more   ifnprobablc   his 
crime  was,  the  easier  it  would  be  to  free  hiin- 
himself,  arftl  so  the  peopte  rested  content  witli 
the  sense  of  his  wisdom  and  intiocency.     But 
his  enemies  had  contrived  othcnvhe,  that  he 
should  never   come   to   his  defciice ;  for  tlie 
night  after  liis  commitment,  as  sdme  sdy,  Init 
others  a-  fcNy  nights  after,  he  was'  fonud  de«id 
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m  his  bed,  and  bis  body  shewed  to  the  lords 
mii4  coinmous  assembled  in  pari,  and  lay  ex- 
posed to  open  view  of  all  comers  for  some 
time  ;'  in  which,  because  no  sipjns  of  a  violr^t 
death  appeared,  it  w;as  reported,  that  he  died 
of  an  apoplexy  or  imposthunie.  But,  becau*<e 
none  of  nii  servants  suffered  after  his  drath, 
which  they  ought  to  have  done,  luul  they  been 
guilty  of  iiig!i  treason,  as  was  allcdged  n^nst 
them  (though  5  of  them  were  condemned,  and 
when  near  their  execution  were  pardoned  by 
the  duke  of  Suffolk's  means) ;  it  was  generally 
thought  a  sutiicicnt  ground  to  beUeve,  tliat  he 
was  murdered  by  the  queen's  meaivs;  and 
•ome  were  so  particular  aii  to  report,  tliut  he 
was  strangled  between  two  pillows,  or  feather- 
beds,  as  f  hos.  Woodstock,  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter before  him,  had  been  ;  others  that  he  had 
an  hot  spit  run  up  his  fundament,  as  king 
£dw.  II.  had;  others  aihnncd  that  he  died  of 
mere  grief,  because  he  saw  he  must  now  fall  a 
sacrifice  to  his  enemies  maliccj  without  being 
allowed  to  defend  himself;  all  which  conjec- 
tures have  little  foundation.  The  most  discreet 
judjged  lie  was  murdered  ;  but,  being  trainiact- 
cd  in  private  it  was  not  safe  to  determine  by 
what  means." 

The  ^death  of  this  great  man  was,  very 
toon  after,  revenged  upon  his  enemies;  the 
cardinal  bp.  of  Winchester  died  within  a 
month  of  him»  and  though  the  queen  and  the 
duke  of  Suffolk  now  managed  both  the  king 
and  the  kingdom  witliout  cpntroul,  yet  the 
reign  of  tlie  latter  was  very  short  lived,  as  the 
course  oi*  these  enquiries  will  shew.  The  me- 
tliod  they  took  to  govern,  was  very  oppressive 
and  intolerable  to  the  subjects;  and  tlioutrh 
the  queen  made  use  of  her  husband's  name,  yet 
she  could  scarcely  hide  her  usurpation,  be- 
cause, in  England,  the  queen  consort  hath  no 
power,  but  title  only. — ^The  death  of  the  duke 
of  Gloucester  had  yet  another  ill  consequence, 
by  opening  a  door  to  the  duke  of  York  to  put 
in  his  claim  to  the  crown.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  York  had  any  hand  in  the  duke's 
murder;  but  it  may  be  well  supposed,  that  he 
was  glad  to  see  it  acted  by  others ;  und  that 
the  queen  and  her  minion  went  on  in  the  govt. 
in  the  arbitrary  manner  they  did.  In  a  small 
time  after  duke  Humphry's  death,  he  bc- 
ffan  to  represent  to  his  friends  the  misery  of 
the  nation,  which,  under  the  name  of  a  kmg, 
weak  and  unable  to  govern,  was  ruled  by  an 
ambitious  queen,  and  her  favourites.  .  He  first 
put  it  into  tlieir  heads,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
pitch  upon  some  other  person  to  be  king,  since 
Henry  had  deposed  himself,  ,in  effect,  by  suf- 
fering the  queen  and  Suffolk  to  over-rule  all ; 
that  die  king  was  really  a  good  man,  but  fitter 
for  a  cloister  than  a  palace,  therefore  tlie  king- 
dom was  to  be  put  into  better  hands  than 
those  of  wt>men  and  favourites.  Having  thus 
artfully  infuied  into  their  minds  a  general  dis- 
content, h#  next  put  forv^ard  his  own  title  to 
the  crown ;  which,  allowing  hereditary  right  to 
be  valid,  was  indubitable.  Yet,  added,  tliat 
tbougfn  h»  would  not  vainly  vimat  himself  fit 


for  so  great  an  office,  he  might  boldly  claim 
the  crown  as  his  right ;  and  hoped,  that  the  dili- 
gence and  vidour  he  had  shewn  in  France,  fbr 
the  presentation  of  the  Eu;;lish  dominions  in 
that  kingdom,  were  demonstrations  enough  to 
prove,  that  he  had  die  true  spirit  of  an  English- 
man in  him,  and  was  zealous  in  alt  things  for 
die  good  of  the  nation. — ^Thns  much  wc  havtf 
diought  it  proper  to  say,  though  somewhat  di- 
gressive from  our  parlinmentary  design,  in 
order  to  keep  up  a  connection  in  history;  and 
to  shew,  at  what  time  those  great  disputes  be- 
tween the  two  houses  began,  which  near  over- 
turned the  whole  kin^^dom. 

A  FnrL  called.]  It  was  2  years  afler  the 
last,  before  we  meet  with  anodier  pari,  which 
was  called  by  writs  dated  at  Westminster, 
Jan.  2,  144P,  to-  meet  at  the  same  place  on 
the  12th  of  Feb.  following;  th^  first  peer  uovr 
on  the  list  is  Rd.  duke  of  York. — On  the  daj 
appointed  being  all  met  in  the  Painted  Cham- 
ber of  the  palace,  John  abp.  of  Canterbury, 
chancellor  of  England,  declared  the  cause  of 
the  summons,  and  made  a  notable  declara- 
tion ;  but  what  it  was,  our  abridger  has  not 
informed  us. 

A  Speaker  chosen,  and  a  Subsidy  arid  Poll-tax 
granted.']  l*hree  days  after,  the  commons 
presented  John  Day,  esq.  for  their  Speaker, 
who  was  allowed  ;  and  soon  after,  a  grant  of  a 
10th  and  half  a  15di,  to  be  levied  on  the  laity, 
passed  both  houses ;  with  a  grant  also  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage,  tor  5  ye'ars  to  come,  on 
all  merchants  whatsoever,  with  an  addidon  of 
3s.  more  on  aliens,  as  well  of  die  Hans  towns 
as  otherwise.  Authority  was  likewise  given  to 
the  council  of  state,  to  borrow  100,0001.  'as 
well  upon  the  king's  revenues  as  his  jewels. — 
We  find,  on  reponl,  that  another  grant  was 
maile  to  the  king  of  half  a  10th  and  a  wholtt 
15th,  to  be  levied  as  before.  Also,  a  Poll- 
Tax  was  again  renewed,  and  granted  to  the 
king,  of  16d.  to  be  taken  i)f  every  householder 
within  the  realm,  not  born  widiin  the  king's 
dominions,  and  6d.  of  every  other  person  so 
bora  and  no  householder;  with  Os.  8d.  of  all 
and  every  merchant  strangpr,  and  20d.  of  aU 
and  every  of  dieir  clerks.  I.asdy,  the  llkt 
subsidy  oh  wools  was  granted  for  4  years,  as 
before. 

Normandif  7o*^^•  A  message  from  the  duke 
of  Somerset,  the  king's  heut.  in  France,  was 
delivered  to  this  pari,  verbatim,  by  the  lord 
Ha<^tings,  chancellor  of  France,  and  the  abbot 
of  Gloucester,  importing,  That  die  great  pre- 
parations the  French  were  making  were  such, 
diat  if  a  tvar  should  happen,  then  the  countrr 
of  Normandy  was  not  able  to  defend  itselt. 
And,  as  the  truce  was  to  endulre  but  for  14 
months,  it  was  necessary  to  acquaint  the  king 
and  council,  in  discharge  of  the  said  duke, 
that  they  might  provide  accordingly.  The 
English  go%t.took  some  akrm  at  this  message, 
and  being  well  provided  with  money  by  the  late 
subsidies,  a  considerable  reinforcement  wag 
sent  over  to  the  duke  recent;  but  these  had 
ill  luck;  and  werg  most  ot  them  cot  off;  aft«r 
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which,  the  duke  of  Somerset  gave  up  Caen  to 
the  French,  and  in  short  aJl  Nonuardy,  30 
years  after  it  had  been  conquered  by  Hen- 
ry V. 

Upon  oontcntion  betrvveen  Wm.  carl  of 
Arundel  and  Tho.  <^ail  of  Devon,  for  superi- 
ority of  place  in  council  and  pari,  it  was 
enacted  by  tile  kin^  and  lords,  with  the  advice 
of  the  judges,  "  That  the  said  earl  of  Arundel 
and  his  heirs,  by  reason  of  the  castle  and  lio- 
nour  of  Arundel,  shall  for  ever  enjoy  the  prc- 
emincuce  in  tJie  presence  of  thc^  king  ^d 
elsewhere,  above  the  said  carl  of  Devon,  as 
worshipfuily,  so  saith  the  act,  as  any  of  his  an- 
c^tors,  earl  of  ArOndcl,  but'ore  that  time  over 
had:  And  yet,  it  is  olieervablc,  that  in  all  the 
succeeding  lists  of  peers  sumuiuncd  to  pail,  the 
earl  of  De^on  is  always  placjul  before  the  earl 
of  Arundel.  The  ntost  renmrkuble  thiiifr  done 
this  pari,  was  by  the  bishops,  who  now  made 
a  strons;  push  to  have  the  Act  of  praemunire 
repealed.  They  liad  made  coiisidei*ahle  inter- 
est in  both  houses  to  eifect  tlieir  dc^igrt,  but 
the  greater  part  of  the  lords  and  commons 
were  so  zealous  for  the  coniinuance  of  it,  that 
their  attempts  proved  inelfcctual.  Tl;is  pari. 
had  two  sevcnil  proro<ratit>ns ;  one  Irom  the 
4tii  of  April  to  the  7th  of  Mixy;  and  the  other, 
as  the  Itecord  gays,  bv'reai>on  of  the  plague 
then  reigning  in  I^ndon  and  Westminster, 
from  May  3Utli  to  June'  16ih,  at  Winchester, 
though  we  cannot  find  that  they  ever  met  at 
that  plaoc. 

A  FarL  culled.']  The  losses  in  France  be- 
ing known  in  England,  it  bred  a  general  dis- 
content amongst  the  people;  and  the  fault 
was  totally  hud  on  the  queen  and  her  minis- 
try. The  loudcHt  exclamations  were,  raised 
against  the  duke  of  SuH'olk,  as  the  chief  instru- 
ment o^  all  the  miscoiiduct;  ami  it  was  re- 
sohed,  tliat  he  should  undergo  a  national  en- 
quiry about  it.  Tiie  queen,  apprehensive  of 
the  danger  her  favourite  was  in  from  such  a 
procedure,  did  ail  she  could  to  prevent  it. 
First,  by  endeavouring;  to  imider  a  pari,  from 
being  called;  and  next,  when  she  could  not 
avoid  thai,  by  having  it  summoned  to  meet  at 
Leicester;  where,  in  a  country  town,  she  ima- 
gined her  numerous  attendants  mivjjht  over- 
awe the  members.  But  the  lords  and  com- 
mons, who  knew  they  were  saie  under  the 
protection  of  the  city  of  London,  p')>Itively 
refused  to  meet  at  all,  unless  they  were  ap- 
pointed to  come  to  W\*stmmster.  So  the  writa 
of  summons  were  issued  out,  dated  Sept.  2orcl, 
1450,  for  a  pari,  to  meet  at  the  latter,  on  the 
6th  of  Nov.  following.  By  the  Abridgment  of 
the  Ilecords  we  find  that  this  pari,  underwent 
several  prorogations;  for,  on  the  1st  day  of 
the  session,  John  abp.  of  Canterbury  dednred 
to  the  lords  and  conunons,  that,  for  avoiding 
the  infectious  air  oi  Westminster,  the  king  had 
really  prorogued  the  said  pari,  to  I»n(lon ; 
and  desired  the  commons  to  choooc  their 
Speaker,  and  present  him  the  next  day  to  the 
kiug. 
A  Speaker  elected  in  th€  room  of  ona  Qxcuse-J.l 
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On  the  3rd  day  of  the  session  tliC  commons . 
I  presented  sir  John  Fophara  as  their  Speaker, 
j  whose  excuse  for  not  ser\iag  the  oriicc,  \ye  hzid, 
was  accepted,  and  he  was  di^churjcu.     So  ou 
the  same  day   tlie  commons  presented   Wm. 
I  Tresham,  esq.  for  tfie  same  parj^ose,  who,  wiiii 
'  the  common  protestation,  was  allowed.     Dec. 
;  4th,  the  pari.  wasaj:;":un  arljourned  from  Lond(;ii 
'  to  Westm.   to  he  t!ierc  held    Ly  the  chancel-  ^ 
i  lor,  in  the  presence  of  the  king,   lordB,  and 
I  commons  the  next  day,     And  on  the  If  th  cf. 
}  the  same  month,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  chan- 
j  cellorof  England,  in  Uio,kuig's  presence,  and 
j  on  hb  behalf,  gave  thanks  to  tliO  three  estates, 
aUd  proroj^ued  the  pari,  to  the  2'2nd  of  Jan. 
next  at  Westminster,     This   last  prorogation 
may    be    accounted   for,    by  rea-St^n    of   tho 
Christmas  holidays;  but  we  are  further  told, 
that  on  the  suid  'i'^nd  of  .fun.  14  j  I,  when  the 
pari,  met,   the  abp.  of  Canterbury   was  dis- 
charged from  the  othce  of  chancellor,  and  John 
Kempe,  cardinal  and  abp.  of  York,^was  put  in 
his  place;  that  they  sat  at  Westminster  to  the 
30th  of  Mtu*ch;  and  then  the  chancellor,  by; 
the    king^s    command,    prorojrucd    the    pari, 
from  the  said  day  to  the  29tli  oi"  April,  next, 
ensuing,  at  T^icester. 

A  Inrfic  Siibsidt/ grantrd.'l  In  all  this  time 
there  is  not  one  w  ord  more  of  hiiainess  done 
this  session,  than  is  before  mciitioued.  Bui, 
after  this,  an  extraordinary  sub-i;dy  was  grant- 
ed ;  w  hich  was,  /'  That  every  |  erson  having 
by  free  deed,  copy,  grant,  of  annuity,  orotfice,i 
the  clear  yearly  value  of  20*.  irt  frank-iene- 
ments  should  pay  6d.  aiul  so  from  20s.  to  20l. 
From  201.  to  2o6l.  yearly,  12d.  in  the  pound  : 
from  2001.  and  upwards  2s.  for  evviry  pounrl, 
as  well  laity  as  clerg}' ;  guardians  of  wards, 
men  having  fees,  and  all  corporations  to  pay 
accordingly.  Several  sums  also  out  of  the 
kingV  revenues  and  fce-fnnns,  to  a  great  value, 
were  allowed  to  bear  and  pay  the  cliargcs  of 
the  king's  household. 

Imptuchmcnt  of  the  Duke  if  Sufolk.1  Byt, 
before  tlte  last  prorogation  to  Leicester,  canio 
gn  the  ti;ial  of  the  duke  of  Suii'iik,  on  sexeral 
Articles  of  High  Treason;  which,  because  he 
saw  tliat  he  could  not  avuid,  he  mo\ed  for 
himself.  For,  according  to  the  Record,  on  tiiO 
22d  of  Jan:  tlie  duke  stood  u;)  in  the  house  of 
lords,  and  required  the  Kiuij  **  That  he  niiirbt 
be  specially  accused,  and  be  allowed  to  answer 
to  what  many  men  roportcd  of  him,  tha,t  hu 
v/as  an  unfaithful  subject.'*  lie  further  told 
the  king,  "  Tiiat  hi^  father,  and  3  of  hi  i  bre- 
thren, died  in  liis  service  and  that  of  his  fa- 
ther's and  grandfather^s.  That  he  himseh"  had 
served  in  the  wars  34  years ;  and,  boin*;  hirt 
a  knight,  and  taken  prisoner,  had  paid  Tor  lis 
ransom  20001.  That  he  had  been  of  the  or- 
der of  the  garter  30  years,  :vm\  a  counsel]  n-  ic/ 
the  king  15  years,  and  had  been  17  yeurs  iu 
the  wars,  without  returning  home.  i\n.(,  a^w- 
ine  God's  mercy,  as  he  hail  been  true  to  tUo 
king  and  realm,  he  required  his  purgatjj'i^" — 
Jan.  96,  the  commons  canio  before  the  Ijrtis, 
and  required  that  the  duke,  om  his  confe^^iji*, 
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Height  be  committed  to  safe  custody ;  bat  the 
loras  and  judges,  upon  consultation,  *'  thought 
there  \tas  no  good  cause  for  it,  unless  some  es- 
pecial matter  was  objected   against  him." — 
Jan.  28,  the  Speaker  came  again,  and  de- 
clared, "  That  the  duke  of  Suitolk,  as  it  vfts 
tMiid,  had  sold  this  realm  to  the  French,  who 
tiud  prepared  to  come  hither;  and  that  the 
f^d  duke,  for  his  own  defence,  had  furnished 
the  castle  of  Wallingford  with  all  warhke  mu- 
nition ;  whereupon,  at  the  Speaker's  request, 
tbfc  said  duke  was  committea  to  the  tower  of 
London. — Feb.  7,  the  Speaker  of  the  commons, 
the  chancellor  and  the  lords,  sent  to  the  king  a 
Bill  of  Articles,  by  which  they  accused  Wm. 
de  la  Pole,  duke  of  SufFolk,  Inte  of  Ewelm  in 
the  cmmtv  of  Oxford,  of  sundry  treasons,  vi/.. 
"  I.  That  the  said  duke  having  rfjc  ward- 
ship of  Margaret  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Jolm 
duke  of  Somerset,  he  meant  to  marry  his  son 
John  to  her ;  and  thereby  for  want  of  issue  of 
the  king,  to  claim  the  crown,  and  to  procure 
tbe  French  king,  by  means  of  certain  French 
lords,  there  named,  to  depose  tbe  king. — 11. 
That  he  procured  the  delivery  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  and  practised  with  him  to  cause  the 
Freqch  to  recover  the  English  conquerts  in 
that  kingdom. — HI.  Related  to  the  duke's  pro- 
iiiisic  of  dehvery  of  Anjou  and  Main,  to  requite 
the  king  of  Sicily  the  kind's  enemy,  without 
the  assent  of  the  other  ambassadors. — ^IV.  For 
dificlosing  the  kind's  counsel  tn  the  earl  of  Du- 
■iciys  bastard  of  Orleans,  and  to  others  of  the 
French    nation. — V.    For   betraying   to   the 
French  the  strength  of  the  king's  piles,  ord- 
nance, and  munition,  beyond  sea. — ^V' I.  That 
the  said  duke,  by  disclosing  the  kinj>'s  secrets, 
caused  the  peace  to  be  broken. — VII.  That 
the  said  duke  supported  the  king's  enemies, 
by  staying  sundry  arms  which  should  have  pas- 
sed against  them. — ^VIII.  That  the  said  cluke 
had  strengthened  the  king's  enemies  against 
him,  by  not  compromising  in  the  last  peace  the 
king  of  AiTagon,  who  is  almost  lost;  and  the 
duke  of  Britany,  who  is  wholly  so."    All  which 
articles,  the  commons  require  to  be  enrolled, 
and  thut  prosecution  may  be  awarded  thereon. 
March   9th,    the    conunons    made    a  new 
complaint  ngainst  the  duke,  in  effect  following: 
iirst^  for  procuring  the  king,  in  his  18th  year, 
to  give  awiiy  the  inheritance  and  lands  of  the 
crown.     For  procuring  many  liberties  in  dero- 
gtition  of  the  common  law,  and  hindrance  of 
justice.     For  causing  tlie  king  to  give  away  the 
l:astle  o£  Manlion  de  Searl,  and  other  territo- 
ries in  Guienne.     For  that  the  earl  of  Armanac 
and  other  nobles  of  Guienne,- were  drawn  from 
their  obedience  to  the  king,  by  the  said  duke's 
discovering  of  secrets,  to  tlie  utter  impoverisli- 
ment  of  this  realm.     For  procuring  the  king  to 
bestow  the  keeping  of  divers  towns  and  offices 
in  Normandy  and  Guienne,  on  un^^-orthy  per- 
sons.    For  jprocuring  the  king  to  gnint   the 
earldoms   of  Enreney  and  Longuevile,    and 
other  .lordships  in  Normandy  to  tlie  bastard  of 
OrloaniJ,    and  other  F*renchmen,    the  king's 
diietetft  enemies,  withottC  the  assent  of  tbe 


council.  For  that  the  duke  procored  tbe  king, 
in  his  own  presence,  to  promise  tbe  French 
ambassador  to  attend  in  person  at  the  conven- 
tion in  France,  to  the  king's  subversion  if  it  ha^ 
tkken  effect.  For  causing  tbe  subsidies  granted 
to  be  contrarily  erouloyed.  For  causuig  the 
king's  treasure  to  be  spent  on  tbe  Frencb 
queen,  and  other  French  beople.  Foe  con- 
suming the  sum  of  60/XX)L  lefl  by  the  loni 
Dudley  the  late  treasurer.  For  conveying  out 
of  the  king's  treasury  the  obligations  of  thm 
finance  for  the.  duke  of  Orleans.  For  pro- 
curing himself  to  be  made  earl  of  Pembroke, 
and  obtaining  the  lordsliips  of  Haverford-wea»t, 
after  the  death  of  sir  Rowland  Lenthal.  For 
staying  the  process  of  outlaMrry  against  Wm. 
Talbois,  esq.  of  IJncoln,  upon  several  appeals 
of  murder.  For  procuring  a  pardon  to  the 
Maid  Wm.  for  not  appearing  upon  suretyship  of 
peace.  For  procuring  persons  of  his  confedt*- 
racy  to  be  made  sheriffs.  For  procuring  a 
garrison  of  Englishmen  to  fight  agauist  tli« 
Germans,  the  king's  allies,  on  the  part  of  tbe 
French,  the  king's  enemies."  All  which  arti- 
cles the  commons  required  to  be  enrolled,  and 
that  the  said  duke  might  answer  to  them. — 
On  the  smne  day  the  duke  of  Sullblk  was 
brought  firom  the  Tower,  by  the  king's  writ, 
into  the  Pari.  Chamber,  at  Westminster,  be- 
fbre  the  king  and  lords ;  to  whom  the  artickis 
aforesaid  were  rehearsed,  who  desired  a  copy 
of  them,  which  was  granted.  And,  for  toe 
more  ready  answer  to  them,  he  was  committed 
to  the  custody  of  certain  esquires,  in  the  tower 
witliin  the  king's  palace. 

March  14th,  the  said  duke  appeared  again 
before  the  lords,  and  oA  his  knees  denied  the 
truth  of  the  first  8  articles  of  treason  against 
him ;  and  offered  to  prove  tliem  false  in  any 
manner  tlie  king  should  appoint.  The  Jst  of 
them  he  denied  as  impossible,  inferring,  that 
some  of  the  lords  knew  he  meant  to  have  mar- 
ried his  son  to  the  eari  of  Warwick's  daughter, 
if  she  had  lived.  To  many  of  the  rest,  he  re- 
ferred himself  to  the  king's  letters  patents,  and 
to  some  acts  of  the  council.  To  the  yielding 
up  of  Anjou  and  Main,  he  referred  abo  to  the 
acts  of  the  council ;  which  shew,,  tbat  other 
lords  were  privy  tliereto,  as  well  as  himself, 
and  said  that  the  same  was  delivered  up  by  tlie 
.bishop  of  Chichester,  then  keeper  of  the  privy 
seal. 

March  17th,  the  said  duke  was  brought  again 
before  the  lords,  to  whom  the  chancellor  re- 
peated the  answer  he  liad  made,  and  told  him, 
that  therein  he  had  not  put  himself  upon  his 
peerage,  and  asked  the  duke  which  way  he 
would  be  tried?  who,  kneeling,  said,  that  kte 
hoped  he  had  answered  all  thmgs  to  tbe  fuH, 
9nd  so  protesting  his  innocency,  referred  hnn- 
self  entirely  to  the  king's  mercy  and  awanU— * 
Thereupon  the  chancellor,  by  the  king'soam- 
mand,  pronounced  this  sentence,  "  that  sinoa 
the  duke  did  not  put  himself  upon  his  peerage, 
the  king,  in  relation  to  the  articles  ot  treason 
contained  in  the  first  bill,  would  be  doubtftik 
And  as  to  tbe  articles  of  misptisioQ)  the  kmf^ 
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90t  M  judge  by  the  mdvice  of  the  lords,  but  as 
one  to  whose  order  the  duke  had  committed 
bimscif^  doth  bauish  him  the  realm,  and  other 
fab  doimnioas,  for  5  years;  from  the  1st  of 
May  next  ensuing.'' — After  which  sentence 
being  given,  lonl  &auifioat,  lord  high  consta- 
ble, stood  up,  on  the  behalf  of  tlie  bps.  and 
lords,  and  required,  ''  that  it  might  be  enroU- 
ed»  that  the  said  judgment  was  by  the  king's 
otm  rule,  and  not  by  their  assent;*  and  ako 
reqoared,  that  neither  they  nor  tlieir  heirs 
sfaould,  by  this  example,  be  barred  of  their 
peerage  and  privileges.'* — The  foregoing  ac- 
count of  this  parliamentary  inquiry  into  the 
Buscondttct  of  a  prime  minister,  from  the  re- 
eords  themseives.  Undoubtedly  the  mildness 
of  his  sentence  proceeded  from  the  queen's 
great  indulgence  to  kiin ;  who  was  in  hopes, 
that  his  short  banishment  might  last  longer 
than  the  malice  of  his  enemies  agmnst  hun. 
But,  unhappily  for  both,  the  duke  was  taken 
prisoner  at  sea,  by  a  private  English  captain, 
who  had  way-kid  him,  had  his  head  struck  off 
an  tbe*idde  of^along-boat,  and  his  body  tlut)wn 
into  the  sea. 

A  Fori,  calledJ]  A  pari,  was  called  to  meet 
•t  Westminster,  on  the  6th  of  Nov.  1451. 
The  ibllowing  is  a  list  of  the 

Fecrs  iummoned  to  this  Parliament, 
Henry,  d.  of  Exeter        Henry,  lord  Scroop,  of 
John,  duke  of  Norfolk        Bolton 
IXurophry,  d.  of  Buck-    Leonard,  lord  Welles 

ingnam  John,  lord  Clinton 

£dmund,d  ofSomerset    William,  lord  Lovel 
Richard,e.of  Warwick    Edward  Nevilc,  lord 
Henry,  carl  of  North-        Bergavenn^ 

umberland  Robert,  I.  WiUoughby 

Thos.e.  ofDevonshijre  Thomas,  lord  CliSbrd 
Wm.  earl  of  Arundel  Henry,  Vis.  Bourchier 
Ralph,  earl  of  West-    Edward,'  lord  Brooke, 

nuN'eland  of  Cobham 

Richardje.of  Salisbury    John,  I.Talbot,  of  Lisle 
John,  eail  of  Oxford      Thomas,  lord  Scales 
John,  e.  of  Worcester    lieg.  I.  Gray  de  Wilton 
James,  e.  of  Wiltshire    Juhn,  lord  Stourton 
John,  Vis.  Bcaumfmt      lid. Woodvilc,  I. Rivers 
James,  lord  Berkeley      William  Boorcltier,  Id. 
Edw.  1.  Gray,of  Grohy        Fitzwarrcn 
Edm.l.Gray,ofllut]un    William,  lord  Bonevile 
Robert,  lord  Hunger^    Hy.Bnimfleet,  l.Vescy 

ford,  sen.  Thomas,  lord  Roos  ^ 

Rdph,  lord  Graystock    Robert,  lord  Hunger- 
Hy.  Percy,  I.  Poinings       .  ford,  of  Molins 
Wm.  lord  Bottreaux       Ralph,  lord  Botcler, 
Thos.  lord  Dacres,  of        of  Sudley 

Gilsland  Tliomas,  lordXray,  of 

John,  Id.  Beauchamp         Richmond 
James,  lord  Audley        William  Beauchamp, 
Radph,  lord  Cromwell        lord  St.  Amaaid 
Wm.aJord  4^uch,  of    Tlios.  Percy,  Id*  Egre- 

Harriogworth  raont 

^ohn,  loi^  Scroop,  of    John  Sutton,  I.Dudley 

Masham  WilHam  Fynes,    lord 

Wm.  lord  Fitzhugh  Say  and  Seal 

These  great  men,  with  the  prelates,  clergy, 
and  comnrions,  being  assembled  beiore  the 
ioogf  ia  the  Painted  Cbunbcr  at  WeiOBuxuur, 


John  Kcmpe,  cardinal,  abp.  of  York,  and  cluin- 
celior  of  England,  by  the  kmg's  command  de- 
clared, *'  that  this  pari,  was  called  to  pro\ido 
for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  the  safe  seeping 
of  the  seas,  and  to  make  provision  for  an  army 
against  the  French;  but  particularly  for  sup- 
pressing of  insurrections  at  home.'^  To  w  hich 
end  he  desired  the  commons  to  choose  and 
pr€)sent  their  speaker,  as  usual. 

A  Speaker  c/iosen.]  But,  according  to 
the  Record,  it  was  not  till  November  lOth^ 
that  the  commons  presented  sir  Williuto, 
Oldhall,  kniglit,  to  he  their  Speaker,  wIki 
was  allowed,  with  the  usual  protestation. 
The  first  thing  we  6nd  that  this  pari,  went 
upon,  was  to  devise  several  orders  and  regula- 
tions about  altering  the  manner  of  collecting 
and  paying  tl)6  subsidy  granted  by  the  lasf 
pari.;  though  what  regulatious  tliey  were  ar« 
not  mentioned  in  the  Abridgment.  Nor  is 
'  any  thing  else  given  us  from  the  Record,  ex« 
cept  a  compUuut  and  appeal  for  a  murder^ 
tliough  tliis  session  lasted  above  a  month  j 
when,  on  the^  17th  of  Dec.  the  chancellor,  in 
the  presence  of  the  king  and  the  three  estates, 
prorogued  tlie  pari,  to  the  same  place,  on  the 
20th  of  Jan.  following.  And  again,  on  the 
29th  day  of  April,  it  was  also  prorogued  to  tho 
6tli  of  May  next  ensuing. 

A  Monopoltf  granted f  in  order  td  raise  Mo* 
neyA  The  tint  thing  that  we  find  now  in  this 
third  se^ion  is  a  grant  to  the  king  of  20,000K 
out  of  the  customs  of  London  and  ^uthainp^ 
too,  by  lOOl.  payments,  to  relieve  his  immcdi> 
ate  wants  and  poverty.  Besides,  in  consider- 
ation of  40001.  dehvered  to  the  king,  in  All(im^ 
by  some  Genoese  merchants  tliore  yarned,  it 
was  enacted,  ''  that  they  shall  l>e  allowed  to 
ship  any  staple  ware  out  of  the  south  of  Engr 
land,  until  they  be  answered  tlie  said  sum,'^ 
Also  it  was  enacted,  *•*'  that  certain  merchants 
of  the  south  shall  have  all  the  aUom  aforesaid, 
on  advancing  to  the  king  in  hand  80001.  ana 
that  no  man  be  allowed  to  bring,  buy,  or  seU 
any  other  allom,  for  the  space  of  two  years^ 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  same.'*  This  was  «k 
Strang  Monopoly,  and  shewed  the  pressing 
occasions  of  the  king  and  state  (qv  money  at 
that  time. 

The  Commons  desire  the  r^oval  of  most  (^ 
the  Kin^s  SertHints,]  An  extraordinary  Peti^ 
tion  of  the  commons  was  presented  to  tlH; 
king,  importing  n^  less  than  the  removal  of 
iho^t,  or  all  his  court  from  him^  For  it  wa& 
desired,  that  Edm,  duke  of  Somerset,  Alice 
Poole,  late  wife  of  Wm,  Poole,  late  duke  of 
Suffolk,  Wm.  bp.  of  Cl»ester,sir  John  Sutton,  ba«i 
ron  of  Dudley,  Wm.  Daniel,  late  of  London,  esq. 
JohnTrevilian  and  Edw.  Grimstoi^e,  of  London^ 
esqrs.  Tho.  Kemp,  clerk  of  the  commdns,  Re-^ 
^nald,  abbot  of  st.  Peter^s,  Gloucester,  Tho. 
Pul£bit)»  of  London,  esq.  John  Hampton,  Wm.. 
Myners,  John  Blackwcll,  John  Penerike,  John 
Geigoran^  Stephen  Slegg,  Tho.  Stacey,  Tho. 
Hore,  the  lord  Hastings,  sir  Edm.  Hungerfbrd^ 
sir  Tho.  Stanley,  knights,  Jcnkin  de  Stanley ^ 
en^is  wher  of  (be  lung's  chanberi.  B«fthuU 
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'H^wlcy,  Ralph  Raltliorp,  csqr?.  sir  Edmund 
Hampton,  sir  llobt.  Wingfield,  knights,  Mr. 
Gci\;i^  Dcberry,  one  of  the  king's  secreta- 
ries, Mr.  John  S'lnerset,  and  Mr.  John  New- 
port of  the  Isle  of  Wight,'  "  ho  banished  from 
the  king's  presence  during  their  lives,  and 
not  to  come  within  12  miles  of  the  court,  be- 
cause the  people  spoke  evil  of  them."  The 
kini:%  auswcr  lo  tins  petition  was,  "  that^as 
to  himself,  he  was  %\cll  contented  that  they 
fhouhi  go,  unlets  they  were  lords,  and  a  few 
Others,  whom  he  could  not  well  spare  from 
about  his  person,  and  so  to  continue  absent 
for  one  year,  to  si  o  if  any  man  could  truly  lay 
any  thing  to  their  ohargc." 

The  Yicbtdion  in  K  nt  under  Jack  Cfidt\'\ 
Whetlier  this  last  Pctiiion  was  made  in  order 
to  quia  the  clamours  of*  the  people  of  Kent, 
&r.  wlio  were  then  up  in  arms  under  the  con- 
duct of  Jack  Cade,  we  know  not.  But  a  very 
severe  act  was  parsed  this  session  againtt  that 
rebel;  whereby  h.'  was  attainted  of  treason, 
all  hi-^  l-.uid<,  tenements,  6cc.  given  to  the  king, 
and  \i\<  blood  corn  pted.  IJtit  though  our  Re- 
cords are  somewhat  ^ilent  as  to  the  complaints 
of  the  commons  ui.der  Cade,  liistory  is  not  so; 
but  hatii  given  us  the  contents  ot  two  bills, 
i^liich  it  is  said  tluy  exhibited  to  the  houses, 
then  sitting  ai  Wi>iminster,  that  they  might 
liave  their  concurrence  with  them  in  the  re- 
formation they  were  brinijing  alK>ut  in  the  go- 
vernment. The  first  they  called,  "  the  com- 
phuuts  oi  the  commons  of  Kent,  and  the  cause.-; 
of  their  assembling  at  Hlackheath.*'  The  other 
paper  they  styled,  "  the  request's  of  the  ijreat 
assembly  in  Kent."  These  complaints  of  Griev- 
ances, i\:c.  having  been  seen  and  perused,  as 
well  by  the  lords  and  commons  in  pari,  as- 
sembled, as  by  t!iC  king's  council,  were  iwt 
only,  says  Daniel,  "  condeinncfl  and  disap- 
proved, but  tlie  authors  of  them  voted  proud 
and  prrstmiptuous  rebels,  not  to  be  gratified 
with  fair  r^omise^,  but  suppressed  by  force  of 
arm'-."'  Biit  Ilollinii^hcad  says,  more  justly, 
as  seems  probable  by  the  abstract  froui  the 
Tccoitls,  thai  it  does  uot  appear  the  complaints 
of  these  people  were  rejected  by  |)arl.  only 
that  the  council  condemned  tl^cm,  as  they 
vould  have  done  had  tbcy  been  more  reason- 
able, ciMi>idori»j|r  the  method  of  preferring 
tbcni:  However,  it  whs  not  long  after,  that 
Jack  C'adc  and  hi>  followers  were  put  to  flight 
l>y  the  kind's  army,  and  their  leader  slain, 
having  had  a  price  set  on  his  head  by  procla- 
mation. 

A  Piti^L  cnUed.']  A  pari,  was  called,  by 
\vrit^  dated  the  20th  of  Jan.  XAbVu  to  meet  at 
Kea<lin.r  (in  the  6th  of  March  f(jl[owing;  \U\, 
duke  of  Y.>!4  '"^^1  I'/  n.  dukp  of  Somerset  be- 
ing the  first  persons  jiamed  on  the  li^t.  At 
the  day  npjxunted  thi\v  all  met  at  the  refectorj', 
Mithin  tie  abbey  of  lieadinLS  ^vhen  Wm.  bj). 
of  Lincoln,  in  the  u' -( nro  of  John  abp.  of 
Canterlniry,  chancellor  of  England,  declared  i 
the  catise  or"  the  purl,  to  be  chielly  for  tJic 
■pogd  fiovt^  of  the  realau  and  safe  cfcficnce  of 
the  same;  to  whieh  end  ho  bid  klie  couiinoQs 


choose  their  Speaker,  and  present  him,  as 
usbal. 

A  Speaker  chosen.l  And  the  next  day,  af- 
ter the  receivers  and  triers  of  petiticms  were 
appointed,  the  connnons  presented  to  the  king 
1  ho.  ITiorpe,  esq.  to  be  their  Speaker,  "who, 
with  the  common  protestation,  was  allowed. 

A  SubsiJ;(/  frranred.]  The  first  thing  they 
went  upfbn  thi>  session  was  the  Supply:  T»-hei> 
the  commons  cnmted  to  the  king  one  10th 
and  one  i:»rh,  likcu'ise  tonnage  and  poundage 
duriu";  his*  life.  The  commons  also  granted  to, 
the  kmg,  for  the  same  terra,  the.  subsidy  on 
woob,  that  is,  ^3s.  4d.  for  every  sack  of  deni- 
zens, and  ol.  from  aliens,  and  so  for  other  staple- 
ware  in  proportion.  Likewi^^e,  they  gave  the 
king,  of  every  mei  chant  not  bom  \vithin  tlic 
realm,  and  i\o  denizen,  and  keeping  house, 
40ii.  and  of  every  such  merchant  as  shall  re- 
main within  the  realm  but  6  weeks,  20s.  per 
an. ;  and  of  every  niercliant  alien,  being  no 
denizen,  l^s.  4d  yearly,  during  the  king's  life. 
After  this,  the  Speaker  came  before  tlie  king, 
and  declaied  tlmt  the  commorts  had  voted 
20,000  archers  for  the  king's  service,  for  the 
tenn  of  half  a  year;  and  March  the  18th, 
when  these  Money  Dills  were  passed,  and 
thanks  for  thenj  given  to  the  lonis  by  the  king 
himself;  John,  cardinal,  abp.  and  chancellor, 
by  the  king's  command,  ]>rorogued  tlie  park  to 
the  20th  of  April  then  ensuing,  at  Westm. 

Being  met  a^ain,  the- king  discharged  the 
commons  of  7000  archers,  part  of  the  20,000 
granted  him  last  sessions :  and  a  due  projior- 
tion  was  settled,  for  every  particular  county  in 
the  realm,  what  they  would  bear  towards  the 
support  of  16,000  n-.en  for  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice ;^  but,  in  confide ratiiin  of  a  ctmiiderable 
sum  of  money,  to  be  levied  by  the  common?, 
the  king  was  content  to  respite  the  raising 
the  said  13,000  archers;  urdess,  upcm  neces- 
sity, or  being  obliged  to  gf»  in  person  to 
tlie  wars,  he  be  forced  to  take  them. — 
The  commons  farther  gnmted  unto  the 
king  the  moiety  of  one  10th  and  one  15th, 
for  which  the  king  returned  them  thanks  in 
these  words,  viz.  "  We  thank  you  for  your 
i;rants ;  for  the  which  he  you  assured,  we  will 
be  a  good  and  gracious  lord  unto  you."  The 
ioi-d  chanc.  on  the  2nd  day  of  July,  prorogued 
the  pari,  again  to  Reading,  to  the  7th  of  Nov. 
following.  And  at  lieading,  on  the  same  day, 
we  find  that  the  pari,  was  adjourned  from 
thence  to  the  1  Ith  of  Feb.  next,  at  Westmin- 
ster. Rut  on  that  day,  John  earl  of  Worces- 
ter, and  treasurer  of  England,  by  the  king's 
letters  patents,  made  another  short  prorygatioii 
of  three  day«^,  to  the  l4ih  of  the  said  month  at 
Westminster.  On  which  day,  being  again  as- 
sembUd  to  do  business,  lid.  duke  of  Ycgrk,  b^ 
the  kin;.*s  letters  patents,  was  appointed  presi- 
dent in  the  said  pari. 

Tfie  d.  of  YoTK^s  cowphint  asaJRSt  Thorp  Ihc 
Speaher^  jt)r  a  trespnsn.]  On  the  same  day, 
a  remarkable  case  came  before  this  pf^rl.  The 
I'einmons  rrprt3cntc<i  to  tlie  king  i^hI  lords, 
that  Tiio.  Ihurp,  their  Speaker^  and  WiU(cr 
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Rail,  a  member  of  their  Iiouse,  were  bpth  im- 
prisoned; tlicy  therefore  requested,  that  the 
&aid  members  ihight  be  set  at  liberty,  accordy 
ing  to  the  privileges  of  their  house.  The  next 
day  tlKj  duke  of  York  stood  up  in  the  house 
of  lords,  and  acquainted  their  lordships,  "  that 
he  l^ad  received  damages  in  an  action  of  tres^ 
pass  against  the  said  Thorp  last  term,  by  a 
verdict  in  the  king's  exchequer,  for  carrying 
away  the  goods  of #1116  said  duke  of  York  out 
of  Dtirhom-house ;  |br  the  which  he  remained 
in  execution,  and  prayed  that  he  might  conti- 
nue thei*e.'' 

Tlifi  advice  of  all  the  judges  being  takea  in 
t)iis  matter,  they  made  answer,  "  That  it  was 
iiot  tlieir  part  to  Judge  of  the  parliament's  ac- 
tions, who  were  judges  of  the  law  Uiemselves; 
onlv  they  said  that  a  general  supersedeas  o(  the 
parliament  there  was  not,  but  a  special  there 
was;  in  which  case  of  special  supersedeas,  every 
member  of  the  house  of  commons  ought  to  en- 
joy the  same  ;  unless  it  be  in  cases  of  treason, 
felony,  surety  of  the  peace,  or  for  a  condemna- 
tion before  the  pari." — After  which  answer  ber 
ing  given,  tlie  lords  came  to  this  resolution, 
"  That  the  said  Thos.  Thorp  should  remain  in 
execution,  notwithstanding  liis  privilege.**  And 
sent  a  committee  of  their  own  house  to  the 
commons  to  require  them,  on  the  khig's  behalf, 
to  chuse  a  new  Speaker,  Accordingly  a  com- 
mittee of  the  commons  were  sent  to  the  lords 
to  acquaint  them  that  they  had  newly  cho^n, 
in  the  place  of  Thos.  lliorp,  sir  Thos.  Charlton, 
knight,^ for  tlieir  Speaker;  to  which  the  ciian- 
celfor  answered,  that  the  king  approved  of 
him,  and  willed  them  to  proceed  eftectually. 

2'he  King^s  iV/we-is.]  About  this  time,  Henry 
fell  dangerously  sick  at  Clarendon ;  his  sick- 
ness continued  a  long  time,  but,  at  inst,  he 
was  perfectly  recovered  of  it^  The  joy  at 
court,  on  this  occasion,  was  augmented  by  the 
birth  of  a  young  prince,  who  was  christened  by 
the  name  of  Iklward.  A  cunmiittcc  of  the 
lords  was  appointed  to  go  to  the  king,  lying 
aick  at  Windsor,  to  learn  his  plea^^ure  touching 
two  articles;  the  1st,  to  know  who  should  be 
abp.  of  Canterbury,  and  who  chancellor  of 
England,  in  the  place  of  John  Kcmu,  by  whose 
dcnth  they  Ijiy  in  the  kin>;'s  disposal.  The  Qnd, 
to  know  whether  certain  lords,  there  muned, 
to  be  of  the  privy  council,  were  agreeable  to 
liim,  or  not.  On  the  5J5th  of  March  tlic  said 
commiltee  reported  to  the  whole  house,  "  that 
they  had  been  to  wait  upon  the  kmg  at  Wind- 
sor, and  after  3  several  repairs  thither,  and 
earnest  solicitations  to  speak  with  the  king, 
thej  could  by.ng  means  have  answer,  or  token 
of  answer,  being  only  told  the  king  was  sick." 
The  D,  of  York  appointed  F rot ec for ."^  And 
whereas  the  lords,  on  the  27th  of  March,  had 
appointed  the  duke  of  York  to  be  Protector 
and  Defender  of  the  realm,  so  long  as  the  same 
shall  please  the  kiag,  the  said  duke  thereupon 
required  the  answer  of  the  lords  to  the  arti- 
cles following  : — I.  "  That  it  be  enacted,  that 
the  said  duke  doth  take  upon  him  the  said 
^CQj  bj  th^  particular  appoiutmeut  of  the 


lords,  and  not  of  his  own  seeking  or  desire. 
Ans.  The  like '  articles  shallbe  made  for  tlus, 
as  was   made   during  the  king's   minority. — 

II.  That  all  the  lords  will  assist  the  duke  in 
his  ortice.    A.  It  is  agreed  by  all  lawful  means. 

III.  To  prescribe  the  power  thereby  given  to 
said  duke.  Ans.  He  shall  be  chief  of  the  coun- 
cil, protector  and  defender,-  which  inipliLs  a 
personal  attendance  against  foreign  invasion, 
and  inward  rebellion  ;  but  no  authority  of  go- 
vernance; and  all  tliis,  so  it  be  no  prejudice  to 
the  prince, — -1 V.  To  appouit  how  mudi  money 
the  said  duke  shadi  take  for  the  exercise  of 
the  said  otfice.  Ans.  Precedents  shall  be 
searched,  and  the  duke  conferred  withal  about 
it,  after  wliich  an  act  sliall  be  m^de  to  settle 
it." 

Then  the  king's  lettem  patents  were  read  in 
the  house,  appomting  Uie  said  duke  to  be  his 
chief  counsellor,  protector  and  defender  of  thi* 
reahn,  during  the  king's  pleasure;  or,  unto 
such  time  as  Edw.  the  prince  shall  come  to 
age  of  discretion.  Wliich  great  ortice  the  duke, 
in  full  pari,  took  upon  hiin  to  perform..  Jllence 
it  appeal's,  says  a  late  historian^  that  it  was  be- 
heved  the  king's  indisposition  would  last  a* 
long  as  he  lived,  and  tliat  it  affected  his  un- 
dei-standing  more  than  his  body.  U\  the  next 
place,  adds  he,  by  reserving  this  oftice,  for  ;i 
child  of  six  months  old,  who  was  to  exerci&e  it 
when  of  ago,  the  pari,  shewed  their  intentiun 
to  preserve  entire  the  rights  of  the  huuse  of 
Lancaster,  though  the  duke  of  York  was  de- 
clared Protector.  Other  letters  patents  w^-re 
read,  which  were  made  to  Kdward  the  young 
prince,  as  in  the  1  H.  \'l.  ^^i^h  the  yearly  fee  / 
of  2UU0  murks  only;  besides  allowances  for 
learning  to  ride  and  such  other  exercises ;  pro- 
vided the  same  be  no  ways  prcjudical  to  any 
grant  made  to  Mai-garet  queen  of  England. — 
Again,  the  king,  by  his  letters  oatents,  cre;itcd 
his  son  Edward  prince  of  Wales,  mid  earl  of 
Chester,  to  hhn  and  to  his  heirs,  kings  of  Eug- 
land,  with  the  revenues  thereunto  belonging ; 
which  were  confirmed  by  the  liands  of  all  tlic 
loids,  and  by  tlie  commons  in  parhament, — By 
the  same  authority  the  king  grante(<  to  his 
queen  Margaret,  the  sum  of  1000 1.  yearly^  for 
her  life,  out  of  tlie  customs  and  subsidy  of 
wools  in  the  port  of  Southampton;  beside* 
sundry  manors  and  hereditaments  in  the  couiw 
ties  of  Northampton,  Southampton,  and  Ox- 
iordahire,  which  were  ah>o  confarmed  to  her  bj 
parliament. 

In  this  pail.  Tlios.  Courtney,  earl  of  Devon, 
was  accused  of  treason,  and  j^cquitted  of  the 
same  by  his  peers ;  llmnphry  duke  of  Buckingr 
ham  being  high  steward  for  tlie  time  being, 
But,  because  3ie  duke  of  York  judged  the  hor 
ucsty  of  the  said  lord  to  be  touched,  tlie  said 
carl  made  a  pubhc  declaration  of  liis  loyaUy 
before  the  house,  and  referred  further  trial  of 
it,  as  a  knight  should  do ;  on  which  the  lord* 
wliolly  acquitted  him,  as  a  loyid  subject. 

I'he  commons  rcqun-ed  the  lords  to  call  to 
mind  the  hazard  that  tiie  town  of  Calais  wn* 
tiien'in;  and  ^e  j»atc  keeping  of  ti^  s^a,  aqj 
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that  the  tuhsidy  groafed  mkrht  be  really  em- 
ployed to  tliat  ptirpu«c.  TIh^v  tUo  desired  the 
lords  to  excuse  them  fro(u  gnmting  any  ottier 
subsidies;  rmally,  they  require  t}i«t  a  grave, 
or  wise  council  bhould  be  CMt.ftbhshe<i  to  answer 
all  petitions,  &c.  wiiich  was  promised.-r-'rt  wa8 
ordained,  that  the  mayor,  constable,  and  fel- 
lowship of  the  HitTchants  of  the  staple  at  Ca- 
llus, shall  be  paid^lO,U0O  marks  out  ot*  the  sub- 
tidy  ot*  wools  there,  wliich  sura  they  lent  to- 
wards tlie  payment  j\i  the  soklier^)'  w^zs^  in 
tbM  place.  The  said  mayor  and  merchants 
nade  several  demands  besides,  which  are  not 
f)!»eciAed;   to  which  they  had  answers  given 


n^  erroneous  as  the  fornier.  Instead  of  thaC» 
P^mund  duke  of  Somerset  is  the  2nd  person 
on  the  li.^t  (»f  tJie  |>eprs  summoned  to  this  pari, 
and  he  was  ordered  to  be  j>a3d  a  very  largo 
sum  due  to  hirn  fur  d^thf  wnges,  &r.  wliilst  he 
was  governor  of  Calais,  by  con*ieiit  of  both 
bouses. 

ft  i*  certain,  however,  that  the  duke  of 
York,  fmdin^  he  c«Mikl  not  get  Somerset  re- 
moved from  the  king*s,  or  mthifr  the  cpieen\ 
protection,  raised  another  army  and  encamped 
with  it  near  st.  Albans.  1'he  kin^  and  his 
courtiers  were  as  ready  to  oppose  turn,  and  a. 
battle  was  fought   near  that  town,  Mjiy  23, 


tiiem.  but  Hd.  duke  of  York,  being  appomted  ,  anno  1455,  in  which  the  duke  was  nctorioiis;^ 
captain,  or  governor  o**  Calais,  and  requiring  |  mid  the  duke  of  Som<»rset,  the  carls  of  Nor* 
satisfaction  in   13  articles,  or  demands,   con-'    '       •     »      *       •  o^  n*--j     i-i^- i     i /'Uar     > 


tlmmberland  and  Stafford,  John  lord  CKfford, 
with  many  others,  persons  of  note,  and  about 
800  common  men,  were  slain ;  and  what  ren- 
dered this  victory  more  complcat,   the  king 
himself  was  taken  prisoner. — ^l*he  d.  of  York^ 
and  the  lords  his  amfederates,  carried  the  king, 
with  tliem  to  st.  Albans,  and  paid  him  all  the 
the  K'm't^  pruorwrJ]    It   has  l>een'^  said,  that    honour  and  reverence  due  to  his  dignity.  They 
the  wars  vith  France  beinj»  now  ended,  the  I  besought  him,  on  tlieir  knees,  to  forgive  thi 
civil  dissentioiis,  between  ijie  t^vo   Houses  of    action  of  that  day,  a^id  accept  them  for  \\\s 

loyal  subjects.     For  now  the  duke  of  Somerset^ 


cerning  ready  payment,  and  other  proper  sup- 
plies lor  keepjng  the  same,  could  obtain  no 
answer  to  them. — For  the  titles  of  the  other 
acts  passtd  in  this  pari,  sec  the  list  at  tl>e  end 
of  this  reign. 

The  DuKe  of  York  raises  an  Army,  andtaket 


York  and  Lancaster,  liegan  in  contending  for 
the  crown  ;  though  iiitherto  matters  had  been 
carried   on  both  sides   with  moderation,  the 
house  of  York  having  yet,  not  openly,  made 
their  claim  to  the  reguUty,  neither  in  pari,  nor 
out ;  but  only  raised  an  anuy,  under  pretence 
of  reforming  abuses  in  the  government.   **  The 
title  this  iiimily  had  to  the  crown,"  says  Daniel, 
**  was  very  fair,  according  to  ttie  law  of  the 
land  ;  Rd.  the  present  duke,  being  £;reat  grand- 
son of  Lionel/ duke  of  Clarence,  elder  brother 
to  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster,  by  whom 
the  three  Henrys  derived  their  right  u*  the 
crown.     But  Hen.  VI.  tliough  his  title  was  not' 
so  lair  and  clear,  yet,  not  being  the  usurper 
him^elf,  but  succec\ling  upon  the  usurpation  of 
his   father  atid  grandfather,   two  \ery  great 
pnnces,  and  he  being  of  known  goodness  ;ind 
piety,  had  long  kept  possession  of  it.    There- 
wre  u  required  groat  art,  cunning  and  force, 
in  the  duke  of  York,  to  wrest  the  diadem  from 
iuiA."    Most  of  our  historians  relate,  that  the 
jiuke  of  Somei-set  was  accused  of  treason,  in 
the  hist  pari,  having  been  arrested  some  time 
before,  and  sent  prisoner  to  the  tower.     How 
far  this  last  circumstance  may  be  true,  is  un- 
ccrts\in  ;  but  the  former  is  apparently  false,  by 
the  proceedings  of  that  pari,  given  bei'ore.     It 
}s,said  furilier,  "  tliat  the  oueen,  who  was  as 
intent  to  save  Somerset,  as  his  enemies  to  de- 
stroy hjm,  had  so  contrived  matters,  that  no- 
thhig  should  be  done  against   him;    for  the 
king,  being  sotiiewhat  rect:)vered  from  his  ill- 
ness, and  come  well  to  his  senses,  she  caused 
him,  though  very  ^veak,  to  be  carried  to  the 
hoU&es,  and  there  to,  dissolve  the  pari,  so  that 
nothing  wj^  determined  in  the  mutter.**    It  is 
not  possible  to  suppfise  that  the  careful  ahridgcr 
of  the  records  would  have  overlooked  this  fast 
circumstance ;    and    therefore   since  he    has 
taken  no  uoiicc  oji  ^  wc^miyy  iir^  suppo^  it 


the  common  enemy  of  the  nation,  and  t}ie 
cause  of  this  commotion  being  dead,  he  and  alt 
bis  adherents  wmdd  remain,  during  their  lives, 
his  faithful  and  obedient  subjects;  and  that  ho 
should  Hnd,  that  the  destruction  of  SomerseC 
was  his  own  preser\  ation, — With  such  artful 
speeches,  they  amused  the  poor  king,  who 
seemed  well  satilied  with  their  actions.  After 
whidi  the  confederate  lords  spent  their  Whit* 
suntido  together  at  London  ;  where  it  was  re- 
solved to  call  a  pari,  to  settle  and  compos* 
things  for  the  general  good  of  the  nation. 

A   Pari,  calUil.]    Writs  were  accordingly 
issued  out  for  summoning  a  pari,  dated  May 
2<J,  at  Westminster,  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
on  the  9th  of  July  1455.     It  is  to  be  noticed^ 
that  no  peers  on  either  side  of  the  question 
wert^  omitted  in  the  summons ;  this  list  being 
confonnable  to  the  last,  except  ui  the  names 
of  the  peers  slain  in  the  last  pattlc. — Cotton 
begins  his  account  of  this  pari.,  in  this  manner : 
*'  In  the  presence  of  the  kmg,  sitting  in  his 
chair  of  state,  and  of  the  lords  and  commons, 
Tho.  Bourchier,  abp.  of  Canterbury  andchan* 
cellor  of  England,  declared  the  cause  of  the 
pari,  and  took, for  his  theme,  &c.  *  other  report 
there   is  none.'      W^herefore    the   cliancellor 
willed  the  commons  to  chuse  their  Speaker, 
imd  the  next  day  to  present  him  to  the  kin(|» 
And  farther  shewed  to  them,  that  tlK  king^ 
plea-jure  was,  that  all  estates  should  exyoy  tlieir 
liberties.**   The  next  day  the  chancellor  caused 
certain  articles  to  be  read  before  the  bouses 
containing  the  cause  of  the  summons,  whick 
were  Uivided   as  follows :  first,  to  take  order 
for  the  expenccs  of  the  king's  Ikousehokl.    For 
the  due  payment  of  the  garrison  at  Calais, 
and  ilie  marches  there^    To  provide  for  keep^ 
ing  tlie  seas    agsdnst    any    mvasion   of  the 
l'*n;neU;  pvticuiariy-  to   guard  ag«iQ|it   tte 
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irrmed  by  their  authority,  for  all  treasons,  felo<- 
nies,  contempts,  (rcspasses,  £cc. 

At  tbc  tiuie  ap()omted,  the  two  houaei  met 
again';  but  here,  it  seeiiii>y  tlie  king  was  absent* 
fiM-  his  Uucrs  patents  were  read  the  first  da^, 
constituting  lid.  duke  of  York  to  pret»ide  m 
this  session ;  whicU  comufsson  was  read  pub- 
licly, (irst  before  the  lords,  and  next  before  th« 
commons. 

TJi€  d.  of  York  again  appdinted  Protcrtor.l 
On  the  13^  of  Nov.  a  meinbcr  of  the  Com- 
mons, whom  Cotton  calls  only  by  tlie  sineW 
name  of  Buriey,  with  others,  were"  appointed  a 
committee  from  that  body,  to  go  to  the  lords, 
and  re<|uirc  that  tlie  duke  of  York,  and  tk% 
lords,  might  move  the  king  to  appoint  an  abla 
protecterr  and  defender  of  the  ruahn,  **  since 
Ite  would  not  himself  attend  the  pubUc  ser-  - 
vice/'  and  that  the  comraoos  miglit  be  made 
acquainted  with  his  person  and  character. — 
Tlie  next  day  the  said  Buriey,-  and  others  of 
the  commons,  came  again  before  tli«  loi*ds 
and  renewed  their  suit  about  the  Protectoi^ 
ship;  as  they  did  the  day  after.  Upon  tliit^ 
the  lords  held  a  consultatitm  on  the  aiair,  - 
when  it  was  resolved,  that  the  duke  of  Yof  k 
was  the  most  worthy  for  the  olHce ;  and  therc« 
fore  a  request  was  made  to  the  said  duke  by 
the  whole  house,  that  he  would  take  upon  him 
tljo  said  Protectorship,  according  to  the  pre- 
cedents used  betore  an  tlte  like  occasion ;  the 
duke  excused  Umself  from  accepting  the  office, 
but  desired  respite  to  consider  of  it. — ^This  con- 
sideration took  up  but  a  Very  little  time ;  for, 
the  next  day,  Buriey  and  the  rest  coming,  as 
before,  to  the  lords,  again  repeated  their  de- 
sire. To  which  tlie  Id.  chanc.  answered,  that 
the  king,  witli  tlie  assent  of  the  lords,  had  re- 
quested the  duke  of  York  to  be  Protector  and 
Defender  of  tlie  Realm.  The  duke  accepted 
of  it,  and  made  tlie  same  protestation  and  de- 
mand as  he  did  in  the  last  pad.  and  bad  the 
same  answer.  And,  after  the  said  duke  had 
had  some  conference  with  a  committee  of 
the  peers,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  it  was 
a^cd,  that  he  should  have,  yearly,  towards 
his  charges  4000  marks.  OiUy,  he  desired 
that  it  miji;ht  be  recorded,  he  scMight  not  this 
lionour  himself,  but  had  it  l{^d  upon  hinr  by 
tlicm. 

But  this  great  power,  we  suppose,  was 
thought  too  dangerous  to  remain  ron^  in  tlie 
doke's  possession  ;  for  a  short  time  alter,  be- 
fore this  pari,  broke  up,  the  king  came  io  per^ 
son  to  the  house  ;  and,  as  well  oy  his  letters 
patents,  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  directed  to 
Hd.  duke  of  York,  as  by  the  wliole  cpasent  of 
the  said  pari,  revoked  and  repealed  the  power 
of  Protector  and  Defender,  and  chief  counsel- 
lor,  before  committed  to  the  said  duke.  Aod^ 
at  the  same  time  the  king  committed  the  whole  ^ 
estate^  a&urs,  and  governance  of  the  realm,  to 
the  lords  of  his  council.  Only,  for  mattcni 
concerning  his  person,  they  were  not  to  pro- 
CjCcd  without  making  him  privy  to  it. 

In  tliis  pari,  the  king,  by  several  letters  pa« 
tents^  confirmed  to  his.  young  son,  £dw.  i^rin^f 


Sc«t»,  who  had  besieged  Berwkk?  notwtth- 
•tai^ding  the  truce.  To  ^^gint  how  and 
wbet  time  the  13,000  archcn»,  granted  last 
pari,  should  be  ^n^^oyed:  To  procure  a  per- 
fect accord  and  unity  amongst  duo  lords.  To 
restrain  the  carr^-ing  oat  of  gold  and  silver 
coin.  To  provide  ibr  better  keeping  of  the 
seas.  To  take  precaution  that  the  peac<;  inay 
be  kept  in  Wales.  To  every  one  ot  which  ar- 
kicles,  a  committee  of  certain  bps..  and  lords 
were  severally  appointed. 

A  Speaker  choMfu,]  The  day  after,  the 
commons  presented  sir  John  \V  unlock  to  the 
king  as  their  Speaker ;  who,  with  tlie  usual  ce- 
ceniQiiy,  w«m  allowed.  The  same  day  a  long 
conveyance  or  charter,  made  by  the  king, 
whereby  he  ncquitteth  lid.  duke  of  York,  Rd. 
earl  of  VVarwick,  and  Rd.  et^rl  of  Salisbury,  of 
any  di^oyal  practices,  and  takcth  them  to  be 
bis  good  and  faithful  subjects,  was  read  and 
oontirmed  by  pari.  In  which  it  is  remarked, 
that  £dm.  lale  duke  of  Somerset,  Tho.  Thorp, 
and  Wm.  Joseph,  esqrs.  bv  their  talse  dealings 
bad  caused  the  king  to  think  the  contrary  of 
these  lords,  and,  raise  a  great  power  agamst  the 
duke  and  them. — ^fhen  some  letters  were  read, 
wrote  by  the  duke  of  York,  and  sent  to  the 
tthp<.  of  Canterbury,  chancellor  of  England, 
dated  from  lioyston,  in  May  last,  concerning 
his  coming  with  an  armed  force  to  meet  tiie 
king,  in  order  to  redress  the  grievances  he  had 
cMMQplaiued  of;  one  of  these  was  also  signed 
by  the  earls  and  lords  that  accompanied  him, 
eM  expressed  their  great  obeysance  and  sub- 
Baission  to  his  maj.  But  these  letters,  it  seems, 
were  kept  from  the  king's  knowledge,  by  the 
duke  of  Somerset,  and  others,  until  such  time 
as  the  said  duke  of  York,  &&c.  met  wtth  the 
|dng  at  St.  Alhai^s  la»t  Monday,  in  order  to 
have  spoke  with  him;  but  diat  die  duke  of 
Somerset  and  otliers  did  resist  them  with  a 
giPeat  number  of  anaod  men,  in  wliich  conihct 
tho  said  duke  of  Somerset  was  slain.  Lastly, 
it  was  urged,  tliat  the  duke  of  York  and  his 
idlies,  waited  oa  his  maj.  very  civilly,  and 
made  their  humble  obeysance  to  him  after  the 
battle. — ^Upon  which  tlic  duke  of  York,  and 
aiU  hb  accomplices,  were  acquittcu  of  coni'ma; 
with  him  to  the  sani  confhct  or  battle,  and  of 
any  harm  dene  at  it.  This  was  contirmed  by 
the  king,  and  the  general  con^nt  of  both 
the  ho«ses^  and  ordered  to  be  enrolled,  July 
S3.  Ail  the  bps.  and  lords  were  sworn  to  be 
troe  to  the  king,  in  open  pari,  tliough  none  of 
their  aameii' arc,  as  usual,  catered  upoii  the 
record.  The  same  order  was  taken  for  all 
other  iogii^  that  should  come  to  paiL  to  take 
the  hke  oaths. 

At  the  re<|uest  of  the  earls  of  Salisbury, 
Sbrcwabory,  and  Worcester,  and  of  the  lord 
SC)0«r«Do>  who  were  made  guardians  of  die 
$eem^  hy  t^  lest  pari,  they  were  discharged 
6om  thiat  ottce.  And^  July  SI,  the  abp,  of 
CsAiedbitfy,  aa  ehaacdlor,  in  the  king's  pre- 
sence prorooued  the  pajrt/  to  the  ICdi  of  Nov. 
eosuiog,  at  Westminster;  aher  a  general  par- 
(ko  baA  btM  grettfed  hy  the  king,  and  con- 
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of  Wal^s,  and  lits  heirs,  kings  of  England,  his 
creation  of  the  priucipalrtynnd  earldom  of  Ches- 
ter, with  all  the  particular  dominions  and  he- 
reditaments bclon^inR  to  the  said  honours. 
And,  as  it  is  recited,  because  the  saiil  prince,  the 
king's  first-born  son,  on  the  day  of  his  birth  is, 
and  ought  to  be  duke  of  Cornwall,  the  king  de- 
livered up  the  same  to  him,  and  all  other 
hereditaments  h<?longing  to  that  dukedom. 
Aisc),  it  was  ordained,  that  the  said  prince 
ihall  be  at  diet,  and  live  in  the  king's  court 
uiito  the  age  of  14 ;  for  the  which  diet,  the 
king  shall  yearly  take  all  the  revenues  and  pro- 
fits of  ttie  said  principality,  earldom,  and 
dutchy  of  the  said  prince,  until  the  said  prince 
come  to  the  age  of  1 1^.  AUpwing  yearly,  to- 
wards his  wardrobe  and  servants  wages  lOJOOO  I. 
tmto  the  a^e  of  8  ;  and  from  that  to  14  years 
20^000  marks  yearly,  with  several  other  provi- 
sions there  expressed,  which  were  all  confirmed 
oy  pariiamcnt. 

At  the  request  of  the  mayor  and  company  of 
the  staple  at  Calais,  sir,John  Chenc}',  knt.  vic- 
tualler of  that  town,  who  by  the  appointment 
of  the  council  had  deliverc<^  to  the  baid  mayor 
and  company  certain  of  their  oblieations,  to 
the  sum  of  'JOOO  marks,  which  they  lent  the  said 
sir  John,  by  consent  of  pari,  was  acquitted  of 
the  same. — The  kinj;  for  20,0001.  borrowed  of 
the  merchants  of  the  staple,  by  tlie  assent  of 
pari,  granted  to  them  the  repayment  of  the 
same,  out  of  the  customs  and  passage-dues  in 
the  ports  of  Sandwich  and  Southampton. — A 
particular  allotment  of  39841.  19s.  44;d.  out  of 
divers  of  the  king's  revenues,  customs  and  fee- 
farms,  is  allowed,  yearly,  towards  the  charges 
of  the  king's  household. — A  general  act  of.  re- 
sumption of  all  lands,  ofiices,  and  fees,  &c. 
from  the  first  day  of  this  king's  reign,  was 
passed,  with  se\enil  provisions  made  therein. 
And  after  all  this  business  was  transacted, 
I'ho.  aBp.  of  Canterbury,  and  chancellor  of 
Kngland,  by  the  appointment  of  the  duke  of 
York,  the  king's '  commissioner,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  lords  and  commons,  prorogued 
the  pari,  from  that  day,  Dec.  14,  to  the  14th 
of  Jan*  next  ensuing,  at  Westminster.  But 
though  we  hear  no  ynore  of  a  meeting  of  tliis 
pari,  yet  it  is  necessary  to  learn  what  histori- 
ans have  collected  relating  to  the  proceedings 
of  it,  that  the  reader,  by  comparing  them  with 
the  foregoing  account  from  the  Records,  may 
better  come  at  the  source  of  the  mischiefs, 
which  soon  after  involved  all  England  in  blood 
and  ruin. 

Hesolutions  against  the  Qneen^  ^r.]    This 

5arl.  says  Daniel,  met  on  the  day  appointed, 
uly  9th,  in  order  indeed  to  settle  tilings  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  the  conquering  lords, 
T)ut  under  a  pretence  of  doing  all  for  tne  pub- 
lic good.  Some  few  acts  were  made,  more  for 
the  colour  of  justice  than  the  common  safety. 
These  acts  were  passed  and  publi.*»hed,  to  let 
the  people  see  what  a  reformation  they  might 
expect  if  the  popular  lords  had  the  rule.  But 
they  only  served  as  a  curious  prologue  to  what 
fi>llowed, '  aad  was  chiefly  inceuded^  viz.  tlic 


following  Votes  and  ResohiHons : — ^  That  the 
govt,  as  it  was  managed  by  the  queen,  duke  of 
Somerset,  and  their  friends,  had  been  of  late  a 
great  injustice  and  oppression  to  th^  people, 
i'hat  the  king,  who  was  himself  a  pious  and 
good  prince,  had  been  abused  by  those  'w}w> 
counselled  and  advised  him,  to  his  great  dis-' 
honour.    That  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  whose 
memory  had  been  stained  with  a  charge  of 
treason  and  rebellion  since  his  death,  was  a 
true  and  faithful  subject  both  to  the  king  and 
realm.     That  all  manner  of  alienations  and 
gifts  of  the  rcA-enues  and  lands  of  the  crown,, 
"ivhether  made  by  the  king  himself,  or  pari, 
from  the  1st  year  of  his  reign,  should  be  re- 
voked, and  the  said  lands  and  revenues   re- 
sumed and  taken  into  the  king's  hands.     That 
no  person  or  persons  shoujd  judge  or  report 
that  the  doke  of  York,  with  the  earls  of  Salis- 
bury and  Warwick,  were  guilty  of  rebellion  or 
treason,  in  coming  against  the  king  in  a  war- 
like manner  to  st.  Alban's;  since  the  action 
was  necessary,  and  taken  in  hand  to  free  the 
king  from  captivity,  and  bring  peace  and  safe- 
ty to  the  nation ;  but  all  the  blame  was  to  be 
laid  on  the  duke  of  Somerset,  lord  chief  baron 
Thorpe,  and  Wm.  Joseph,  esq.  who,  out  of  a 
malicious  and  evil  design,  kept  a  letter,  sent  by 
the  lords,  fn)m  tlie  king's  knowledge;  which,  tf 
it  had  been  delivered  to.  the  king's  maj.  would 
have  taken  away  the  cause  of  these  disorders.'' 
— By  these  votgs  and  acts,  adds  our  authority, 
they  made  way  for  the  resolution,  whicli  waa 
the  main  drift  of  all;  by  which  it  was  ap- 
pointed,  that  the  duke  of  York  should  be  Pro^ 
tcctor  of  the  realm,  and  tlie  earl  of  Salisbury 
lord  chanc.  and  the  earl  of  Warviick  governor 
of  Calais  and  the  territories  thereunto  belong- 
ing.    So  that  all  authority,  civil  and  military, 
was  in  a  manner  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
confederate  lords,  and  Ilenry  had  only  his  ti- 
tle of  king,  without  any  other  power.     Under 
this  estabhshment  the  lords  were  very  careftil 
to  administer  justice  impartially,  to  avoid  de- 
lays of  suits  and  to  punish  bribery,  in  order  to 
ingratiate  themselves  with  the  people. 

But  this  exalted  power,  so  snatched  as  it 
was,  continued  on  its  basissbut  for  a  short  time, 
for  the  queen  soon  found  means  to  overturn  it. 
If ot withstanding  the  loss  of  the  duke  of  So- 
merset and  others  in  the  biitde  at  st.  Alban's, 
she  liad  then  several  very  eminent  lords. in  her 
interest;  and,  being  a  lady  of  a  masculine  spi- 
rit, she  was  not  afraid  to  undertake  any  thing 
to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  her  husband's 
crown.  It  is  probable  that  she  caused  the 
king  to  revoke  the  grant  of  the  Protectorship 
to  the  duke  of  York,  in  the  last  session  of  oari. 
before  it  was  prorogued :  as  it  is  partitulariy 
mentioned  in  tne  Records,  though  all  our  his- 
torians are  silent  about  it,  and  only  say,  that 
the  duke  and  the  carl  of  Salisbury  were  displaced 
from  their  offices,  by  an  express  order,  under 
the  great  seal,  some  time  after  the  pari,  broke 
up.     See  Hollingshead,  p.  646.    » 

A^eement  between  the  Queen  s  parttf,  and 
the  coTif'edcratc  Xor«fo.]    The  queen  and  hor 
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party  being  acaio  restored  to  tlie  govt,  kept 
their  ground  tor  soine'thno,  though  the  dis- 
contented lords  watched  all  opportunities  to 
dislodge  there.  Some  tumults  and  skirmishes 
happened  betwixt  the  two  parties,  and  an- 
other general  battle  was  dreaded;  to  prevent 
whidi,  the  pious  king  and  his  bps.  inter- 
fered, and  terms  of  accommodation  were  of- 
fered to  reconcile  them.  A  grand  meeyng  of 
the  heads  of  both  parties  appeared  at  London, 
yvith  numerous  retinues  of  armed  followers; 
and  there,  swOrd-in-liand,  as  it  were,  a  scem- 
ii^  reconciliation  was  effected,  the  terms  of 
which  are  contained  in  8  articles.  Which 
award  or  agreciutnt  was  sealed  with  the  great 
•^al,  in  the  king**  palace  a(  Westminster, 
March  24,  1458. 

The  Quarrel  rcnerccd.]  Affairs  continued  in 
a  peaceable  manner  after  this  but  a  very  short 
tim^;  for  the  same  year  an  affray  happening 
near  the  king's  palace  at  Westminster,  be- 
tween a  servant  of  the  king's  and  some  of  the 
carl  of  Warwick's,  the  ouarrel  run  so  high, 
that  many  joining  on  each  side,  the  earl  him- 
self had  like  to  have  been  slain,  who  came  to 
appease  it.  Taking  this  as  a  design  of  the 
queen's  to  murder  him,  and  fearing  \xorse 
might  hap{>en,  he  hastened  down  to  York, 
where,meeting  with  the  duke  and  his  father,  they 
ioon  concerted  measures  together  to  begin  a 
new  commotion;  The  civil  war  wjvs  again  en- 
tered into  with  great  warmth  on  both  sides  ;^ 
but  fortune  did  not  favour  thed.  of  York  and  his 
party  in  this  second  attempt;  for  when  the  two 
armies  were  come  so  near  that  a  battle  was  ex- 
pected, the  king's  proclamation  of  a  general 
pardon  for  past  offences,  caused  most  of  the 
duke's  followers  to  throw  down  their  arms  and 
accept  it;  and  their  leaders  were  forced  to  fly 
into  different  countries  for  protection. 

A  Part,  aiiied,]  Henry  having  tlius  gained 
a  victory,  without  bloodshed,  came  to  Co- 
i^ntry ;  where  he  had  summoned  a  p(wl.  to 
meet  on  the  20th  of  Nov.  1460.  It  appears  by 
the  list  of  the  lords,  called  to  this  pari,  that 
it  was  wholly  made  up  of  those  who  were 
staunch  friends  to  tlie  house  of  Lancaster : 
though  the  abps.  bps.  &c.  were  summoned  as 
usual.  On  the  day  of  their  meeting,  the  king 
sitting  in  his  chair  of  state,  in  the  Chapter- 
hoose,  belonging  to.  the  priory  of  our  lady  at 
Coventry,  the  lords  and  commons  beings  also, 
present,  Wm.  bp.  of  W^inchester,  then  chanc. 
made  a  notable  declaration,  says  our  autho- 
tity,  why  this  pari,  was  called.  But  he  gives 
us  no  more  of  it,  than  that  he  willed  the  com- 
mons to  choose  their  Speaker,  and  present  him 
the  next  day  to  the  king.  Accordingly,  the 
l^mmons  presented  Tho.  Tresham,  esq.  whose 
excuse  being  rejected,  with  the  common  pro- 
testation, he  was  allowed. 

Tfie  duke  of  York,  ^c.  attainUd.]  The  first 
thing  this  pari,  went  upon,  was  to  brine  in> 
and  pass  a  Bill  of  Attainder  against  Rd.  duke 
of  York,  and  others,  his  accomplices.  The 
iostruQient  is  very  long,  and  contains,  amongst 
other  matters,   th^   following  charges: — 1st. 
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"  A  commemoration  of  the  Ling's  great  care 
in  bringing  tlie  said  duke  up  trom  a  child; 
and  the  many  kindnesses  and  honours,  he  had 
bestowed  u|X)n  him.  Next,  the  coul^dcration 
of  the  said  duke  with  Jack  Cade,  to  get  him- 
self ad\*anced  to  the  crown.  The  duke'f 
coming  out  of  Ireland  with  forces,  eveti,  into 
the  king's  court  and  presence.  H's  practices 
to  be  protectqr.  His  intent  to  have  raised. an 
army  against  tlie  king  at  Dartford  in  Kent. 
The  duke's  submisbion  and  oath  to  the  king  in 
Paul's,  after  the  same.  The  duke's  Oath  at 
large,  llis  confederacy  witb  tlie  earls  of  War- 
wick and  Salisbury.  A  rehearsal  of  the  king's 
sundry  favours  and  benefits  conferred  on  iha 
said  two  earls.  The  king's  pardon  granted  to 
the  said  duke  and  earla,  and  their  promises  of 
due  obedience,  witli  a  renumeratiun  of  divers 
benefits  bestowed  upon  them  ailer^  I'hc  am- 
bition of  the  said  duke  and  earls ;  their  new- 
baths  and  promises  made  to  the  king ;  their 
policy  in  not  coming  to  the  council;  and  their 
readiness  in  getting  together  from  a  great  dis- 
tance. The  expedition  of  the  earl  of  .^lis* 
bury,  with  Tho.  and  John  Nevile,  kuights, 
sons  to  the  said  earl ;  Tho.  Parkin,  Wm.  Scan- 
ley,  esqrs.  sons  to  Tho  lord  Stanley;  and 
Tho.  Oriiige  of  Tongue  in  the  county  of  York^ 
witli  500  men  and  bannei-s  dibplayed  at  Blore-» 
heath,  on  the  feast  of  st.  Matthew,  an.  reg.  S7« 
James  lord  Audley  slain  at  the  battle  of  Blore- 
heath,  in  Staffordshire,  by  the  said  carl;  an4 
John  lord  Dudley,  with  several  others  takco 
prisoners.  The  kiue's  pursuing  them  for  the 
space  of  30  days  andnij;hts;  the  king's  pardon 
offered  to  them,  and  their  refusal.  The  as- 
sembly of  the  said  duke  with  Edw.  e.  of  March^ 
Rd.  e.  of  Warwick,  Hd.  e.  of  Salisbury,  Edm. 
e.  of  Rutland,  John  lord  Clinton,  Johii  Wen- 
lock,  Js.  Pickering,  John  Couiers  and  Tho, 
Parr,  knights ;  John  Bourchier  and  Edw.  Bour- 
chier,  esqrs.  nephews  to  the  said  duke ;  Tho. 
Colt  of  London,  gent.  John  Clay  of  Cbeshunt 
in  Hertfosdshire,  Roger  Egerton  of  Shrews- 
bury, and  Rob.  Bold,  brother  to  sir  II.  Bold, 
esors.;  who,  with  many  others,  pitched  their 
field  near  Ludlow,  in  the  county  of  Hereford, 
on  Friday,  the  vigil  of  the  translation  of  st. 
Edw.  an.  reg.  38.  That  the  duke  made  a 
pretence  to  the  army  that  the  klni;  was  dead, 
for  whose  soul  mass  was  said  publicly  in  tha 
said  duke's  camp.  The  king's  expectation  of 
the  duke,  and  the  duke's  ranging  his  army  iu 
battle  array,  fortifying  tlic  ground  with  carts, 
placing  euns  between  them ;  an  ambush  laid, 
and  his  intention  to  have  suddenly  surprised 
the  king's  forces.  The  departure  of  the  said 
duke  and  earls  out  of  the  field,  about  mid* 
night,  under  colour  to  repose  themselves  at 
Ludlow ;  and  their  flight  into  Wales,  .because 
that  their  army  fainted  and  submitted  tliem- 
selves  to  the  king,  who  granted  t!)cm  pardon."  ' 

Wherefore,  for  these  and  many  other  causes, 
the  said  duke,  earls,  and  others,  were  attainted 
of  Treason  by  pari,  and  voted  traitors  to  th« 
king  and  kingdom ;  Alice  the  wife  of  Rd.  earl 
of  Salisbury,  sir  Wm.  Oldhall,  kat.  and  Tho. 
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threw  all  the  measures  that  had  been  taken 
against  them.  *  A  battle  was  fought  near 
Northampton,  with  great  obstinacy  on  both 
Slides;  till  at  length  the  victory  tell  to  the 
young  earl  of  March,  eldest  son  to  the  duke  of 
York,  who,  in  his  father's  absence  iu  Ireland, 
was  general  in  chief:  10,000  of  the  king^s 
forces  were  slain;  mbongst  whom  were  Ilumpli. 
duke  of  Buckingham,  John  Talbot  earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  Tho.  lord  Egrcmont,  John  vise. 
Beaumont  and  sir  Wm.  Lacy.  The  king  him- 
self was  attain  taken  prisoner  in  his  tcut ; 
whilst  the  queen,  with  the  young  prince  Edw. 
her  son,  and  the  duke  of  Somerset,  fled  as  fiU" 
as  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  before  they  thought 
themselves  safe  from  the  pursuers.  This  bat- 
tle wa.>  fought  July  lOth,  1460. 

A  Pari,  called. \  The  \ictorious  lords  hav- 
ing the  king  once  more  in  their  power,  and 
ruling  all  thmgs,  almost  at  their  own  pleasure, 
proceeded  vigorously  in  the  execution  of  their 
designs.  To  that  end,  they  summoned  a  pari, 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  7th  of  Oct.— 
In  the  presence  of  tlie  king,  sitting  in  his  chair 
of  state,  in  the  Painted  Chamber  at  Westmin- 
ster, and  of  the  lords  and  connnons,  Georg* 
bp.  of  Exeter,  then  chancellor  of  England, 
made  a  notable  declai*ation,  taking  for  bis 
theme,  '  congregate  popuhun,  &  sanctificata 
ecclesiam,*  Joel  2.  At  the  conclusion  of 
which,  the  cbnunons  were  desired  to  chus« 
their  Speaker,  and  present  him  to  tlie  king. 
Tlie  next  day  the  connnons  made  a  declara- 
tion to  tlic  chancellor,  tliat  they  had  made 
choice  of  a  Speaker;  and,  on  the  4th  day  of 
this  session,  they  presented  John  Green,  esq. 
whose  excuse  being  refused,  he  was  admitted 
as  usual. 

Acts  of  the  late  Part,  at  Coventry  repealed.'^ 
The  first  thing  this  pari,  went  upon,  was  to 
pass  an  act  to  repeal  the  last,  held  at  Coven- 
try, Nov.  20th,  38  Hen.  VE  and  that  all  acts, 
statutes,  and  ordinances,  made  by  th6  autho- 
rity of  tJie  said  pari,  shall  be  reversed.  For 
which  this  reason  is  assigned,  "  because  that 
pari,  was  unlawfully  summoned,  and  the 
knii^bts  and  burgesses  not  duly  chosen." 

'i'/ie  D,  of  York*s  claim  to  the  Crown^  We 
are  now  arrived  at  the  moment  when  RichaFd 
duke  of  York  made  his  public  claim  to  the 
crown  of  England,  in  the  face  of  an  English 
pari. — On  tl^  16th  of  Oct.  says  Cotton,  the 
council  for  the  duke  of  York  exhibited  a 
writin^g  to  the  lords,  in  full  pari,  containing 
the  Right  and  Claim  of  the  said  duke  to  the  , 
crown  of  England,  and  lordship  of  Ireland. 
The  lords,  upon  some  consultation  amongst 
themselves,  agreed  that  it  should  be  read,  but 
not  answered  without  the  king. — ^The  duke,  ia 
bis  claim,  derived  his  pedigree  from  Henry  III. 
to  Edw.  III.  and  proved  himself  descended  in 
a  right  line  from  Lionel  duke  of  Clarence,  3rd 
son  to  Edw.  III.  by  which  he  avouched  himself 
the  undoubted  heir  to  the  crown  before  any  of 
the  line  of  John  of  Gaunt,  who  was  only  the 
4th  son  to  the  said  king  Edw. 

The  lord«,  aflcr  a  long  cousultation^  thought 


Vaiighan,  of  London,  esq.  were,  at  the  same 
tiiTic  attainted  as  traitors,  for  procuring  and 
aidia^;  the  treasons  aforesaid.  And  all  and 
sinmilvK  hereditaments,  ^c.  of  the  said  duke, 
otid  others,  atudntcd,  in  fee  or  fce-t^il,  wore 
adjudged  to  be  forfeited  to  the  crown;  and 
their  heirs  disinherited  to  the  9th  generation. 
Rd.  Gray,  low!  Powb,  sir  H.  Radford,  and 
Walter  Devereux,  esq.  were  pardoned  their 
lives,  for  being  in  the  field  with  tlic  duke  at 
J.udlow;  but  their  hereditaments,  and  other 
profits,  were  forfeited  as  before.  It  was 
enacted,  "  That  all  letters  patents  and  grants 
of  any  office  to  any  person  that  was  against 
the  king  in  the  fields  of  st.  Albans,  Bloreheath, 
bud  Ludlow,  shall  be  void;  and  that  all  grants 
ma<Ie  by  Rd.  duke  of  York,  or  by  the  carls  of 
Salisbury  and  Warwick  to  any  persons,  being 
iu  those  fields  against  the  king,  oe  also,  void. 
But  that  all .  grants  made  by  the  king  to  per- 
sons with  him  in  the  said  fields,  may  stand 
good;  some  pro\Iso's  excepted."  At  tlie  re- 
qiiej»t  of  the  commons,  Walter  Ilopton,  Roger 
Kenistone,  Falk  Suiffbrd,  Wm.  Hastings,  son 
*to  sir  Leonard  Hastings,  and  W^m.  Bowes, 
csqrs.  for  beins  iu  the  field  against  the  king 
at  Ludlow,  pjud  their  fines,  and  were  par- 
doned. At  the  same  time  the  Commons  ac- 
cii.sc»d  the  lord  Stanley,  in  sundry  particularb', 
of  being  in  confederacy  with  the  duke  of 
York ;  and  prayed,  that  he  may  be  coni- 
luitted  to  prison.  Ans.  Tlie  king  will  be  ad- 
vised. After  which  a  solemn  oath  was  framed, 
Vkhich  all  tlie  bps.  and  lords,  there  named, 
did  take,  subscribe  and  seal,  on  the  11th  day 
"of  Dec.  in  full  parliament. 

In  tliis  pari,  the  commons  exhibited  a  com- 
plaint against  25  knights  and  esquires,  byname, 
of  several  counties,  for  their  manifold  rob- 
beries, rapes,  and  executions ;  against  which 
istrict  orders  were  taken  to  cause  them  to  an- 
swer for  the  same.— It  was  enacted,  "  that  all 
letters  patents  made  to  any  person  or  persons, 
of  Uie'  offices  of  sheriffs  or  escheators  for  lifey 
within  the  counties  'of  Chester  and  Flint,  be 
nttefly  void ;  except  certain  persons  there 
named.*'  Lastly,  an  act  was  passed,  "  that 
Hll  such  knights  of  any  county^  as  were  return- 
ed to  this  pari,  by  virtue  of  the  king's  letters, 
without  any  other  election,  should  be  valid  ; 
Jind  tlmt  no  sheriff,  for  returning  them,  shall 
incur  the  penalty  of  the  statute  made  23  Uen. 
VI." — After  all  which,  on  the  25th  of  Dec. 
Ihe  chancellor,  in  the  presence  of  tlie  king  and 
the  three  estates,  and  by  his  majesty's  com- 
mand, after  giving  thanks  to  tho  whole  body, 
dissolved  this  pari. — ^These  were  the  transac- 
tipns  of  tliis  extraordinary  pari,  extracted  from 
.  the  records ;  of  ivhich  our  historians  are  al- 
most altogether  silent;  nor  is  tliero  any  men- 
tion of  it  in  the  Statutes  at  L^rge,  except  that 
we  find  an  act  was  made  in  the  next  to  repeal 
and  abolish  all  the  proceedings  of  this  part,  at 
Coventry. 

The  l^ing  a^ain  taken  Prisoner.^  But  not 
long  after  their  rising,  affairs  had  a  new  turn  ; 
and  the  pactiians  of  the  house  of  York  orer^ 
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OTOper  to  lay  this  Claim  and  Title  before  the 
Icing,  who  desired  them  to  call  the  judges, 
king's  Serjeants,  and  the  attornoy-gcnemi,  to 
answer  the  same.  But  they,  well  considering 
the  danger  in  meddling  with  thi«  high  affair, 
utterly  refused  to  be  concerned  in  it.  Upon 
which  an  order  was  made,  tliat  every  peer 
might  freely  and  indifferently  speak  his  mind, 
without  fear  and  impeachment.  And  in  the 
end  the  following  objections  were  made  to  the 
duke's  claim  :— -L  *'  The  oaths  of  all  the  lords 
taken  to  the  king  in  being,  and  particularly  the 
oath  of  the  duke  himself.  II.  The  several 
acts  of  pari,  made  against  the  title  of  the  said 
duke.  III.  Several  acts  of  entail  made  of  the 
crown  of  England.  IV.  That  the  duke,  by 
pretending  to  draw  his  title  from  Lionel  duke 
of  Clarence,  should  rather  bear  his  anns,  than 
those  of  Edm.  Langlcy  duke  of  York.  V. 
That  at  the  time  Henry  IV,  took  upon  hhn  tie 
crown  of  England,  he  had  the  same,  not  as 
conaueror,  but  as  right  heir  to  Henry  III." 

The  Answer  which  Rd,  Plantagenet,  com- 
inonly  called  duke  of  York,  gave  to  the  objcc- 
tions  aforesaid,  was  as  follo%vs :  1st.  "  That 
no  oath,  being  the  law  of  man,  ought  to  be 
performed  or  kept,  when  the  same  tendeth  to 
the  suppression  of  truth  and  right,  which  is 
against  the  law  of  God.  To  the  2nd  and  Srd, 
heknoweth  no  other  acts  of  pari,  than  one,  1 
Hen.  IV.  touching  a  general  tail  by  liim  a 
wrong-doer;  for  if  he  had  any  right  to  the 
same,  he  neither  needed,  nor  would  have  made 
such  an  entail.  To  the  4th,  he  justly  might 
have  born  the  arms  of  the  duke  of  Clarence, 
and  of  England ;  only  he  forbore  the  same  for 
a  time,  as  he  did  his  claim  to  the  crown.  The 
5th,  being  a  manifest,  and  an  approved  un- 
truth, was  only  a  cloak  to  shadow  the  violent 
iKuq)ation  of  Ilcnry  of  Derby." 

After  tliis  Answer  of  the  duke,  to  the  objec- 
tions against  his  title,  was  read  in  the  house, 
tlic  lords  went  upon  ways  and  means  to  com- 
promise matters,  and  came  to  this  resolution, 
**  That  the  king  fihould  enjoy  the  crown  of 
England,  during  his  life ;  and  that  the  duke 
and  his  heirs  should  succeed  after  him."  Which 
determination  the  cluinccllor  was  appointed  to 
declare  to  the  king.  And' the  duke  of  York's 
pedigree  and  title  being  again  repeated  to  Mm, 
the  king  consented  to  this  award;  and  it 
was  drawn  up  in  tbrm  following :  "  That  the 
king  should,  during  his  life,  enjoy  the  ci-own' 
and  pre-eminence  of  the  realm  of  England. 
Tliat  the  said  duke,  the  carl  of  March,  and 
Edm.  earl  of  Rutland,  his  sons,  should  be 
sworn  by  no  means  to  shorten  the  days,  or  im- 

{mir  the  sovereignty  of  the  said  king,  during 
lis  life.  That  the  said  duke  should  be  from 
thenceforth  reputed  and  stiled  the  very  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown  aforesaid,  and  shall  en- 
joy the  same  after  the  death  or  resignation  of 
the  said  king.  That  the  said  duke  shall  have 
lands  and  hereditaments  allotted  to  him  of  the 
clear  yearly^  value  of  10,000  marks ;  that  is, 
5000  for  himself,  3500  for  the  earl  of  March, 
^^  ^500  marks  fo^  thQ  earl  of  Eutkind. 


That  the  compassing  the  death  of  the  said 
duke  shall  be  treason.  Tliat  all  the  bps.  and 
I  lords,  in  full  pari,  shall  swear  to  the  said  dnkc 
I  and  to  his  heirs,  in  form  aforesaid.  That  the 
said  duke,  and  his  two  sons,  shall  swear  to  de^ 
fend  the  lords  on  this  agreement." 

The  Tiing,  on  his  own  free  motion,  and  tliQ^ 
consent  of  the  lords,  agreed  to  .all  the  ordi- 
nances aforesaid ;  and  utterly  repeakd  tlie 
said  statute  of  entail,  made.  Hen.  IV.  so,  al- 
wa3rs  as,  hereafter,  no  better  tide  could  be 
proved  for  the  defeating  of  this  title  and  act.-— 
After  all  this,  on  the  vigil  of  the  feast  of  All 
Saints,  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  two  earls,  his 
sons,  came  into  die  pari,  before. the  king  and 
lords ;  and  there  botn  promised  and  swore  to 
perform  the  award  amresaid;  provid<Jd  the 
king,  on  }\\s  part,  duly  performed  the  same ; 
which  the  king  then  also  promised  to  do,  All 
which  protestation  the  duke  and  earb  required 
to  be  enrolled. — ^Then  the  king,  by  his  letters 
patents,  assigned  to  the  duke  of  York  several 
districts  and  other  hereditaments  in  Wales, 
and  elsewhere,  to  the  yearly  value  of  10,000 
marks  as  aforesaid ;  in  which  grant  are  Sfime 
^provisoes,  particularly  for  the  dutchy  of  Lann 
caster.  All  diis  was  confirmed  by  the  full 
consent  of  pari,  and  an  act  was  published 
"  declaring  the  duke  of  York  to  be  right  heir* 
to  the  crown  ;  by  which  also  a  power  was  given 
him,  to  ride  through  tjie  whole  kingdom,  for 
suppressing  of  all  rebellions  and  insurrections  : 
wherein  commandment  is  given  to  all  sheiiils, 
otiicers  and  subjects,  to  obey  hh\\  as  the  king^^ 
under  sonify  restrictions." 

Mr.  Daniel  tells  us,  that  after  the  victorious 
lords,  wlio  had  now  the  king  in  their  power, 
had  caused  him  to  call  a  pari,  they  sent  mes- 
sengei-s,  with  all  speed,  to  Ireland,  to  infonn 
the  duke  of  York  of  their  success.  Ambition, 
says  our  author,  needs  no  spurs ;  the  duke  pre-, 
sently  embarked  himself  and  his  rctiuue  at 
Dublin,  landed  at  Chester,  and  Oct,  10,  made 
his  public  entry  into  London  ;  with  trumpets 
sounding,  a  nated  sword  borne  before  him,  a 
great  train  of  anned  men  accompanying  him; 
and  took  up  his  lodging  \ii  the  king's  own  pa-v 
lace,  and  in  his  own  apartments,  the  humole 
king  contenting  hhnselt  with  the  queen's  lodg- 
ings.— ^Xhe  pari,  had  sat  3  days  before  the  duke  . 
arrive^;  ond  he  having  parsed  through  the 
city,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  went  directly  to 
Westminster,^  into  the  house  of  peers,  and 
pkiced  himself  on  tlie  king's  seat  or  throne  ; 
though  Biondi  says,  that  he  did  not  sit  down, 
but  only  took  hold  of  the  cloth  of  state.  He 
stood  a' while  in  that  postui:e,  looking  upon  the 
.lords  stedfastly,  as  though  he  would  read  their 
countenances,  their  thojughts,  and  resentment 
of  that  action.  At  tliat  iustant,  Thoma^  Bour-. 
chier,  abp.  of  Canterbury,  came  from  Henry 
into  the  house,  and.  after  making  the  usual  re- 
verence to  the  duke  he  asked  him,  '  Whether 
he  would  not  go  and  pay  his  respects  to  the 
king  ?*  The  duke,  at  this  question,  was  observed, 
to  change  colour,  and  then  answered  him  in  s^^ 
passioii^  ^  That  he  know  none  In  thi^  ki^igdoiAi 
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to  whom  he  owed  that  duty  or  honour;  but,  r 
on  the  contrary,  all  men  owed  it  to  him ;  and 
therefore  king  Henry  ought  to  come  to  him/ — 
The  abpu  lm\  ihr  heard  this  reply,  went  back 
to  the  king  U)  let  liiai  know  it ;  >^hich  the  duke 
perceiving,  he  rose  up  and  followed  him  into 
the  palace,  got  possession  of  the  kmg's  lodg- 
ings, breaking  open  several  doon  and  locks 
for  entrance.  He  staid  there  hot  a  little  while, 
and  then  returned  to  the  bouse  again,  leaving 
his  servants  and  chief  attendants  to  keep  them 
tor  him.  Being  again  seated  on  the  throne, 
he  boldly  made  his  demand  of  the  crown  and 
the  regal  authority  of  £ngland,  ip  a  speech  for 
that  purpose. 

I'ht  Uu.x  of  York  tkdn,']  To  put  the  last 
band  to  this  ajfair,  the  duke  of  York  was  very 
desirous  that  tlie  queen  and  her  son  should 
aiao  be  present  to  ratify  the  treaty,  llie  king 
%vrute  to  them  both  to  come  up,  but  he  soon 
fouud  the  spirit  of  that  iicrce  princess  other- 
ways  disposed  than  his  own.  In  short,  she  ab- 
solutely refused  t^  obey;  and  having  an  army 
with  her  of  18,000  men,  with  the  dukes  oi  So- 
merset and  Exeter,  the  eafla  of  Wiltshire  and 
Devouiihire,  the  loid  Clifford,  and  a  consider- 
able ptuty  of  the  northern  nobility,  she  hoped 
to  manage  better  for  tlieir  common  interest 
^an  her  husband  had  dt*ne;— ^Thc  duke  of 
I  ork  being  apprised  of  the  queen's  resolution, 
and  the  preparations  she  had  made  to  preserve 
the  crowu  to  her  son,  marched  down  his  forces 
into  tljc  north ;  and,  leaving  Henry  to  the  care 
X)f  the  earl  of  Wai-wick  and  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, advanced  with  the  earl  ot"  Salisbury  as  far 
ms  Wakefield.  He  had  given  orders  to  his  son, 
the  earl  of  March,  to  I'oUow  and  join  him  with 
what  Ibrces  he  could  raise^  and.  till  their  ar- 
rival secured  himself  and  his  small  army  .in  tlie 
castle  of  Sandal,  near  the  town  aforesaid.  The 
queen  well  knew  that  she  had  no  time  to  lose, 
and  therefore  came  herself  iiyperson,  at  the 
head  of  her  army,  to  attack  me  duke  before 
his  son  could  come  to  h^  assibtance.  The 
duke  was  scarce  5000  strong,  but  his  threat 
courage  waj>  the  occasion  of  his  ruin,  for  scorn- 
ing to  be  cooped  up  in  a  castle  by  a  woman, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  earl  of  Salisbury 
and  ot  her  old  officers,  he  ventured  to  give  her 
battle;  where,  being  overpowered  by  numbers, 
lie  bravely  tell,  and  bis  sinall  army  were  cut  in 
pieces.  With'  him  waa  slain  also  the  earl  of 
2>alishury,  with  many  more  of  note ;  bat  none 
is  so  remarkable  as  the  death  of  the  young 
earl  of  HutJaud,  scarce  IT,  who  was  butchered 
by  tlie  lord  Clifford  after  the  battle  was  over, 
because  he  had  tjie  misfortune  to  be  son 
to  (he  duke  of  York.  The  oucen  was  highly 
dated  at  thie  victory,  and  the  death  of  her 
greatest  enemy:  she  rtrst  ordered  his  head  to 
be  struck  olF,  crowned  with  paper  in  derision, 
and,  with  the  heads  of  the  earl  of  Salisbury, 
and  others,  set  on  one  of  the  gates  of  York. 
She  then  marched  southward  with  her  victo- 
rious army  to  deliver  her  husband ;  and^  in  a 
new  pari,  to  get  the  late  accommodation  with 
the  house  of  York  annulled^  and  s^t  aside.  For 


some  time  longer  fortune  was  ber  fiiend ;  the 
defeated  the  carl  of  Waruick  near  St.  Alban's, 
retook  the  king,  and  marched  for  London  with 
her  forces,  in  order  to  compleat  her  design. 
But  hearing  that  the  youne  carl  of  March,  now 
duke  of  York,  had  beaten  Uic  earl  of  Pembroke 
in  Wales,  and  was  mart  hiAig  towards  her,  join- 
ed with  the  earl  of  Warwick  and  his  scattered 
troops,  she  changed  her  rout  and  went  north- 
wara,  not  having  any  confidence  in  case  of  a 
battle,  in  the  Londoners,  or  her  soutliem  sub- 
jects. 

Edtcard  proclaimed  K/i^.j  Edward  beittg 
informed  of  this,  marched  directly  for  tlic  ca- 
pital, where  he  was  joyfully  received ;  and 
naving  assembled  all  the  bbhops  and  lords  that 
were  m  town,  along  with  the  principal  clti^ens^ 
hke  Alexander,  he  cut  the  knot  at  one  stroke, 
which  his  father  had  &o  lor.j  been  endeavour- 
ine  to  unloose.  In  short,  in  \h^t  a^oembly,  he 
claimed  tlie  crown,  first  by  an  undoubted  here- 
ditary right ;  and  next  by  an  infraction  of  the 
7  th  article  in  Uie  Accord,  made  between  Henry 
and  his  father,  in  the  last  pari,  which  the  said 
Henry  had  broken.  The  affair  was  pushed  so 
warmly,  that  he  was  upon  the  spot  dcchired 
king,  by  the  name  of  Edward  IV.  March  tho 
'5th,  14i61;  being  then  just  20  years  of  a^e. 
The  next  day  he  made  a  solemn  procession 
through  the  city,  first  to  St.  PauFs,  and  next 
to  Westmimiter-abbey;  and  was  proclaimed 
king  by  tiie  title  al'orcsaid,  with  the  usual  cere- 
monies. 

Taxet  during  the  Reiftn  of  Henry  VL 

In  hi*  1st  year  the  commons  granted  to  the 
king  the  same  subsidy  on  woollen  or  staple 
wares,  tunnoge  and  poundage  ai  formerly,  for 
two  years  to  come. — In  his  2nd  year  the  same 
tax  was  renewed. — In  bis  -3rd  year  the  former 
subsidies  on  wools  w^as  eranted  for  3  yean 
longer;  and  tonnage  and  poundage  for  one 
year ;  upon  condilicm,  that  foreign  merchants 
should  be  strictly  looked  to  for  their  duties.— 
In  bis  4tli  year  the  same  subsidy  on  wools,  ficc. 
with  tonnage  and  poundage,  was  panted  for. 
two  years,  as  in  the  preceding  parUnments. — 
In  his  6th  year  the  pari,  granted  ^  subsidy  of 
3s.  a  tun  for  all  wine  imported,  and  Is.  in  the 
pound  for  all  merchandize.  Besides  this,  there 
was  a  kind  of  a  Poll-Tax  on  every  parish  that 
was  worth  ten  marks  per  ann.  ten  of  the  chief 
parishioners  were  to  pay  6s.  8d.  a  head.  And 
in  every  parish  worth  lOl.  a  year,  tlie  like 
number  of  parishioners  were  each  to  pay  a 
mark.  In  all  corporations,  every  person  worth 
above  SOs.  besides  his  apparel  and  h()u.H3hol4 
goods,  was  to  pay  4d.  each  to  the  king ;  and 
so  proportionahlv  for  every  20  they  were  worth 
more.— -In  his  8th  year  a  Supply  was  granted 
of  one  whole  lOth  and  one  13th,  to  be  levied 
on  the  laity.  The  commons,  at  the  special  in- 
stance of  tlic  bp.  of  Winchester,  just  then  made 
a  cardinal,  in*anted  another  10th  and  a  15tb, 
to  be  levied  as  above.  They  also  gave  the 
king  a  grant  of  tunna^e  and  poundage,  to  con« 
tinue  till  the  next  pari. — In  the  same  session 
they  gave  tbe  king  the  same  subsidy  on  wools^ 
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as  was  granted  in  former  pariiaraenta,  for  two 
years.  And  at  the  same  time,  they  consented 
to  shorten  the  payment  or  tlie  last  10th  and 
15 til,  to  reheve  the  pressinj;  necessities  of  tlic 
«tate.-^ln  hb  9th  year  the  pari,  granted  a  sup- 
fly  of  one  tOth  and  one  15th,  and  a  third  of 
both.  They  also  pave  tonnage  and  poundage 
for  two  years,  with  a  suhady  of  the  like  value 
on  ail  merchants  aliens,  over  and  above  the 
said  tonnage  and  poundage.  The  commons 
also  granted  to  the  king  20s.  from  every  lay- 
man holding  a  knight's  fee,  and  according  to 
the  value  under  or  over.  The  same  from  the 
clergy  for  all  lands  purchased  since  the  2pth 
Edw.  I.  And  that  all  other  persons,  having 
hereditaments  to  the  value  of  201.  over  all  re- 
prises not  held  as  above,  shall  also  pay  20s. 
and  so  according  to  rate :  but  this  was  aftei^ 
wards  given  up  by  the  king. — In  his  lOtli  year 
he  had  one  10th  and  half  a  15th ;  also  one 
year's  subsidy  on  wools,  and  the  same  tonnage 
and  pou«idage,  as  in  tlie  last  pari.  But  he  re- 
leased the  increase  of  6d.  in  the  pound  on 
merchant-strangei-s.— The  next  year  the  pari, 
gmnted  a  10th  and  a  15th,  to  be  levifjd  on  the 
laity.  They  hkewise  granted  the  same  ton- 
nage and  poundage  given  the  last  year,  for  two 
years  to  come  ;  as  also  a  subsidy  of  53s.  4d.  on 
every  sack  of  wool  for  three  years  ensuing ; 
and  besides  this  a  vote  of  credit  of  100,000 
marks. — In  his  14th  year  a  very  unusual  sub- 
sidy was  granted,  \iz..That  every  person  hold- 
ii^  any  frank  tenant  in  lands,  annuities,  fees, 
otfices,  or  hereditaments,  above  the  yearly  va- 
lue of  5l.  should  pay  6d-  for  every  pound, jjpon 
his  oath  ;  and  a  10th  and  a  15th  was  .gi^ed 
on  tiie  laity.  A  subsidy  also  on  every  sack  of 
wool,  33s.  4d.  from  merchants  denizens,  and 
46s.  8d.  from  aliens;  and  so  according  to  that 
rate  on  otl«r  staple  ware,  with  tonnage  ai.*j 
poundage  for  two  years.— In  his  15th  year  the 
subsidies  granted  were  the  like  10th  and  15tli, 
as  in  the  last.  Also  the  same  subsidy  on 
wools,  &c.  was  granted  for  3  vears  to  come.— 
In  his  18th  year  a  10th  and  a*^15th,  and  half  a 
15th,  was  granted  to  be  levied  of  the  laity,  a)f 
in  his  fourth  vear.  An  impost  on  wools  was 
also  granted  for  3  years;  and  that  all  aliens, 
jiot  denizens,  within  the  realm,  should  pay  to 
the  king  yearly  16d.  for  each,  being  an  house* 
keeper;  being  none  6d.— In  his  23rd  year  a 
10th  and  a  15th,  and  a  half  of  both,  was  grant- 
ed by  pari.  A  subsidy  also  of  348.  4d.  of  de- 
nizens, and  53s.  of  aliens,  for  every  sack  of 
wool,  &c.  with  tonnage  and  poundage  of  deni-p 
xens,  and  double  of  aliens,  was  granted  to  the 
king  for  four  years.— In  his  27th  year  a  grant 
of  a  10th  and  half  a  15th,  to  be  levied  on  the 
laity,  passed  both  houses ;  with  a  grant  also  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,  for  5  yeai-s  to  corae, 
on  all  merchants  wliatsoever,  with  an  addition 
of  38.  more  on  aliens,  as  well  of  the  Hans- 
towns  as  otherwise.  Another  grant  was  also 
n^de  of  half  a  10th  and  a  whole  15th.  like- 
wise a  poll-tax  was  again  renewed  and  granted 
to  the  kine  of  16d.  to  be  taken  of  every  house- 
Jioider  within  the  realm;  not  horn  wtth|n  the 


king's  dominions,  and  6d.  of  every  otberpersoi| 
so  born,  and  no  householder;  with  6s.  8d.  w 
every  merchant-stran|;er,  and  20d.  of  their 
clerks.  Lastly,  the  like  sub:>idy  on  wools  waJi 
granted  for  four  years,  as  before. — The  next 
year  the  following  subsidy  was  granted,  viz. 
That  every  person  having  by  free  deed,  copy, 
grant  of  annuity,  or  othce,  the  clear  yeai-ly  va- 
lue of  20s.  in  frank-tenement,  should  pay  6d* 
and  so  from  20s.  to  201.  From  201,  to  2001. 
yearly,  12d.  in  the  pound :  from  2001.  and  up- 
warfls  2s.  for  every  pound,  as  well  laity  a» 
clergy ;  guardians  of  wards,  men  having  fees, 
and  all  corporations  to  pay  accordingly. — ^In 
his  29th  year  he  had  a  giant  of  20,0001.  out  of 
the  custoi^ '  of  Xondon  and  Southampton ; 
and  a  very  extraordinary  monopoly  was  grant- 
ed in  order  to  raise  money. — In  liis  31st  year 
the  commons  granted  one  10th  and  one  15th ; 
likewise  tonnage  and  poundage  during  his  Ufe^ 
For  tlie  same  term  5Ss.  4d.  for  every  sack  of 
denizens,  and  5l.  from  aliens,  and  so  for  other 
staple-ware  in  proportion.  Likewise  every 
merchant,  not  bom  witliin  the  realm,  and  no 
denizen,  and  keeping  house,  408.  and  of  every 
such  merchant,  as  shall  remain  withui  the 
realm  but  six  weeks,  2Qs.  And  of  every  mer- 
chant alien,  being  no  denizen,  ISs.  4d.  yearly^ 
during  the  king's  life.  * 

'<  In  his  20th,  or  according  to  some  au- 
thors," says  sir  John  Sinclair,  *'  in  the  22nd 
year  of  his  reign,  the  king  required  a  benevo- 
lence for  the  purpose  of  defending  Calais,  at 
that  time  in  imminent  danger.  These  c(5htri- 
butions  were  originally  areouQted  perfectly 
free  and  voluntary ;  they  were  called  *  libera- 
litas  populi'  by  Richard  I.  *  curialitas'  by  such 
of  his  successors  as  attempted  to  raise  them ; 
and  proceeded  according  to  Henry  the  V/$ 
confession,  '  ex  spontanea  yoiuntate,  ac  da 
jure  vindicari  noa  possunt.'  But  the  instruCf- 
tions  given  by  this  monarch  to  his  coinmissioti« 
ers  for  procuring  the  benevolence,  contained  n 
very  different  doctrine.  It  is  there  stated,  that 
by  law  he  could  compel  all  his  sul^ects,  at 
their  own  charges,  to  attend  his  wars ;  but  that  . 
he  was  willing  to  spare  such  as  would  contri- 
bate  as  much  as  two  days  personal  service 
would  stand  them  in,  according  to  their  rank 
and  quality.  Thus  he  publicly  declared,  that 
if  they  did  not  tax  themselves,  money  would  be 
exacted  from  them  by  pther  means  much  less 
|>leasiug.  There  is  extant  in  the  rolls  of  par* 
liament,  a  very  particular  account  of  this  m^ 
narchV  revenue,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
the  annual  produce,  in  consequence  of  the  de« 
crease  of  the  customs,  and  mismanagcsnent  in' 
the  collection,  had  fallen  to  64,9461.  16s.  4d. ; 
and  such  were  the  deductions  from  it,  and  the 
expences  of  government,  diatthe  charges  ex- 
ceeded the  receipts  35,0001.  per  aniluui.  Nay, 
it  was  afterwards  deda^d  in  parliament,  that 
the  income  of  the  crown  was  routed,  by  grants, 
pensions,  and  otherwise,  to  only  50001.  Duiiiic; 
Uenry's  minority,  the  revenues  of  the  crown 
had  been  greatly  dimiAished  by  the  arts  and 
n^ligence  of  tbiose  ^ho  were  in  power,  aiid  ia 
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conserjiicnce  of  the  pxpencos  incurred  in  car- 
rying on  the  war  against  France,  which  were 
.principally  defrayed  from  the  income  of  the 
cfovvn,  the  parhumcnt  fumishinj^  very  little 
Assistance.  Nor  were  matters  much  amended 
when  the  king  took  the  government  into  his 
6wn  hamJs  :  ior  he  sufFered  himself  to  he  de- 
frauded by  his  ministers,  who  devoured  the 
greatest  part  of  his  revenues,  and  who,  in  the 
iv'ords  of  an  ancient  record,  gave  away  the 
rights,  possessions,  and  profits  of  the  crown, 
in  the  manner  of  a  spoil.  Different  ;»teps  were 
taken  by  pari,  and  by  his  council,  to  improve 
the  king's  situation.  In  thb  pari,  held  anno 
1450,  a  full  resumption  was  made,  of  all  the 
grunts  which  had  taken  place  since  the  death 
of  Henry  V..  To  prevent  the  king  fronj  wast- 
ing his  revenues,  his  council  advised  him  to 
convey  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in 
trust,  "all  tht?  profits  of  wards,  marriages,  re- 
liefs, escheats  and  forfeitures,  to  defray  the 
cxpences  of  the  household  ;  and  in  the  29th 
year  of  his  reign,  those  cxpences  were  reduced 
by  purl,  to  12,0001.  peraimum;  whereof  20001. 
was  paid  out  of  the  queen's  jointure,  or  sepa- 
rate estate.  His  debts,  at  tl.e  same  time, 
am'iunted  to  the  enormous  snm  of  iiF'i^OOOl.; 
towards  the  payment  of  which,  tho  pari,  was 
obli;;td  to  give  some  ahsistance;  and  his  reiirn 
iurrii.-lits  one  of  the  tirst  examples  in  the  Ki:g- 
lisli  liistor)',  of  4  debt  being  contracttd  on  that 
species  of  security." 

Price  of  frovisions  and  Labour  during  the 
Kfign    of    Henrj/  VI. ;    by  uhich  a   better 
Idea    mat/  be  formed  of  the    Value  of  the 
forego' n»  Taxes, 

In  1423,  wheat  sold  for  8s.  a  qr.  and  malt 
for  5s.— In  1425,  a  colt  sold  for  8s.  Pease 
for  2s.  2d.  aqr.;  and  for  8d.  &  l-8lh  a  bushel. 
An  ox's  hide  for  2s.  5d.  A  cow's  hide  for 
Is.  3Jd.  and  for  Is.  7{d.  A  calf's  skin  for 
l^d.  1  vventj'-onc  lambs  for  48.  A  dozen  of 
sheep-skins  lor  3s.  A  tod  of  pure  wool  for 
Ihj.  6d.  the  tod.  Nineteen  ells  of  napkin  cloth 
sold  for  5s.  A  gallon  of  ale  for  IJd.  Red 
wine  at  8d.  a  gallon,  or  flaggon.  Sweet  wine 
at  Is.  4d.  A  stone  cutter  for  a  day's  labour  4d, 
A  tyler  3-{d.  A  sawyer  4d.  For  twenty  pul- 
Jets  Is.  8d.  For  a  qr.  of  an  ox  to  salt  Is.  4d. 
for  a  cade  of  red  herrings  (720  the  cade)  8s. 
For  a  fi-ail  of  figs  3s.  -Id.  For  12lb.  of  raisins 
Is.  Id.  For  a  great  flcsh-ax  Is.  4d.  ■  For  2 
ym-ds  of  russet  cloth  for  th^  shepherd  2s.  2d. 
For  4  qrs.  of  wheat  to  be  malted  16s.  For  a 
1  ay  horse,  for  the  prior's  stable,  ll,  6s.  8d. 
For  two  colts  Ps.  For  30  pair  of  autumnal 
(winter)  gloxes  for  the  servants  4s.  To  the 
baker's  servant  for  10  days  Is.  For  threshing 
a  qr.  of  wheat  3Jd.  For  8  woodcocks  for  a 
present  Is.  For  12  pair  of  gloves  to  the  bp. 
of  Worcester's  servants  5s.  For  one  man 
plowing  and  harrowing  12  days  Is. — ^In  14*^6, 
i\\c  oxen,  each  appraised  at  3s.  4d.  Six  cows, 
each  at  2s.  8d.  Three  horses^  each  at  3s. — 
In  14.^5  and  11. ?6,  wheat,  on  account  of  a 
wot  autumn  iu  1434,  sold  for  11.  6s.  8d.  but 


the  year  following  it  fell  to  5s.  4d. — In  1439, 
wheat  sold  for  204.  a  qr. ;  and  Also  hj  soirtc 
places  for  ll.  6s.  8d. — In  1440,  the  scarcity 
still  continuing,  wheat  sold  for  ll.  4s.  a  qr. ; 
and  malt  for  13s.  Oats  5s.  4d.  Wine  Is.  a 
gallon;  and  bay  salt  Is.  a  bushel.  Sec  Fabian, 
Kennett,  Spclman  and  Stowe. — From  1441, 
we  have  the  following  accoimt  by  bp.  Fleet- 
wood, viz.  For  100  qrs.  of  wheat  211.  13s.  4d. 
each  qr.  at  4s.  4d.  For  two  bushels  of 
wheat  for  seed  Is.  For  two  bushels  of  pea^ie 
(for  seed  also)  Is.  For  5  qrs  of  pease  15s. 
For  50  qrs.  of  malt  lOl.  For  six  calves  12s. 
For  eight  porkers  ll.  4s.  without  the  heads. 
For  40  geese  10s.  For  31  doz.  of  pidgeons 
10s.  8d.  For  15  doz.  of  pidgeons  7s.  6d. 
For  100  doz.  of  pidgeons,  each  do/,  at  5|d. 
For  an  ox  ll.  lis.  8d.  For  eight  cignets,  or 
yo\mg  swans,  each  3s.  For  a  uitch  of  bacon 
Is.  8d.  For  4  oxen,  young  and  lc;ia,  bis. 
For  26  warp  of  I  in:;  ll.  10s.  4d.  For  100 
stockfish  17s.  6d.  For  a  barrel  of  herrings, 
i.  e.  SO  gallons  fully  packed,  ll.  For  two 
plough  oxen  ll.  3s.  For  a  qr.  of  oats  Is.  8d. 
For  3  bushel  of  green  prase,  for  sced>  2s.  3d. 
At  this  time  it  appears,  that  master-traders  . 
wrought  by  the  day  at  3d.  ainl  their  labourers 
or  servants  at  Id.  But  then  it  is  believed  they 
had  tlieir  meat  and  drink.  The  yearly  wage* 
were,  some  ll.  6s.  8d.  and  others  ll. — In  1445, 
71  qrs.  of  wheat  ctmic  to  30s.  which  is,  each 
qr.  at  4?^.  G^.  Oati>,  by  the  qr.  at  2s.  Twelve 
flaggons,  or  gallons  of  ale  Is.  6d.  Hay,  by 
the  load,  3s.  6[d.  For  'iOOO  red  herrings 
ll.  lis.  Twenty-four  bullocks  and  heifers  6l. 
each  head  at  5s.  Cloth  for  surplices  for 
scholars,  the  ell,  at  8d.  This  was  the  same 
as  used  at  the  altar ;  and  therefore,  in  those 
days  was  certainly  fme. — In  1417,  v\heat,  by 
the  qr.  8s.  Oats,  the  qr.  2s.  l|d. — In  1448, 
wheat,  by  the  qr.  6s.  8d.  Oats,  the  qr.  2s. 
A  cade  of  red  herrings  5s.  8d.  A  barrel  of 
white  herrings  i)s.  3n.  In  144f>,  wheat,  by 
the  qr.  5s.  A  cade  of  red  herrings  6s.  A  bar- 
rel of  white  herrings  10s.  3d.  Fifteen  sheep,  at 
ll.  16s.  lOd.  each  sheep  at  (within  \)  2s.  5id. 
Seven  hogs,  at  13s.  8d.  each  hog  at  (within  \) 
Is.  llld.— In  1450,  oats  the  qr.  Is.  lOd. 
beans  the  qr.  2s.  6d. — In  1451,  wheat,  by 
the  qr.  at  8s.  Oats  the  qr.  lOs.'  10\.  26  gal- 
lons of  ale  3s.  each  gal.  at  1  }d.  Beans,  the 
qr.  3s.  4d.  For  a  cade  of  red  herrings  7s.  4d. 
For  a  barrel  of  white  herrings  13s.  7d. — In 
1453,  wheat,  by  the  qr.  5s.  4d.  Alo,  per 
e:allon  IJd.  A  cade  of  red  herrings  7s.  6d. 
Fourscore  white  herrings  Is. — In  1454,  oats 
by  the  qr.  Is.  lOjd.^— In  1455,  wheat  very 
cheap,  the  qr.  at  Is.  2d.  Malt,  the  qr.  at 
Is.  5d.--In  1457,  wheat,  by  the  qr.  7s.  8d. 
Oats  the  qr.  Is.  O-Jd.  A  gallon  of  ale  Id.  A 
cade  of  red  herrings  at  6s.  8d.  92  white 
herrings  Is. — ^In  1459,  wheat  by  the  qr.  5». 
Oats  the  qr.  8s.  lOd.  A  gallon  of  ale.  Id.  A 
carle  of  red  herrings,  at  7s.  lO^d.  92  white 
heninirs,  at  Is.— In  1460,  wheat  the  qr.  at  8s. 
Oats  the  qr.  2s.  A  gallon  of  ale  at  Id.  A 
cade  of  Ted  hcrriDgs,  at  7«.     192  white  her-v 
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riagSy  fit  2s. — ^Ilere  the  bp.  takes  notice,  that 
from  1410  to  14C0,  wheat  wus  never  above  lis. 
the  ur.  notwithstanding  the  swurd  was  drawn 
betwixt  the  liouscs  ot'  York  and  Lancm^ter, 
which  usually  cuts  down  com,  as  well  as  men. 

Acts  passed  in  the  Hetgn  of  Henry  VI. 

1  lien.  VI. — 1.  Touching  the  mints  at  York 
and  Bristol  2.  That  the  sherilf  make  proclama- 
tion oi'the  statutes  of  pun  eyors.  3.  Aj;ainst  riots 
by  Irishuien.  4.  Touching  the  mint  and  ex- 
changes. 5.  For  the  gains  of  the  wars  to  be 
deducted  for  the  wages  of  such  as  were  re- 
tained to  serve  the  king.  6.  The  statute  of 
9  lien.  5.  c.  9,  touchmg  security  for  ex- 
changes.to  be  madel>y.  mercliants  of  the  court 
of  Rome,  reviv<jd. 

2  Hcu.  VI. — 1.  Confirmation  of  liberties 
granted  to  holy  church,  and  to  cities  and  bo- 
roughs. 2.  Touchinj;  the  privileges  of  the 
iiospitaj  of  St.  Leomu^  in  York.  3.  That 
John  duke  of  Bedford,  facing  in  the  king*s  wars 
in  France,  be  received  by  his  attorney  to  de- 
fend his  right  in  any  a»5tion.  4.  For  tlie  staplc 
at  Calab.  5.  Concerning  shipping  of  wools, 
&c.  6.  Against  carrjing  of  gold  and  silver 
nut  of  tlie  realm.  7.  Against  cordwainers 
using  the  jnystery  of  tanners,  8.  For  ex- 
pelling Irishmen.  9.  For  abolishing  the 
money  called  blanks. — A  penalty  on  deceit- 
ful  workers  of  gold  and   silver  embroidery. 

Concerning    the    reversal    of    out-law- 

rjes  against  persons  in  the  king's  service. — 
llie  justices  to  remove  nuisances  in  the 
Thames.     10.  For  officers  in  the  king's  courts. 

11.  For  the  measure  of  vessels  of  wine,  &;c. 

12.  The  mint  master  shall  keep  the  allay  of 
white  money  according  to  the  indenture.  13. 
For  the  price  of  silver  plate>  and  for  the  in-* 
crease  of  white  money.  14.  Touching  gold- 
smiths selling  harness  of  silver. — ^Fof  punish- 
ment of  servants,  &c.  taking  unreasonable 
wages.  15.  Against  nets  and  engines  in  the 
Thames^  and  otlier  rivers.  16.  Remedy  for 
these  in  reversion,  where, the  particular  te- 
nants have  lost  by  default.  17.  Persons  in- 
dicted of  high  treason,  escaping  out  of  prison, 
shall  be  adjudged  traitors. 

3  Hen.  VI. — 1.  Against  chapiters  and  con- 
fregations  of  masons.  2.  Against  tlie  carry- 
ing o£  sheep  into  Flanders^  and  other  places 
beyond  the  seas.  3.  Agamst  concealing  of 
the  king*s  customs.  4.  Touching  the  trans- 
portation of  butter  and  cheese.  5.  Toucliing 
the  river  Lee  running  from  Ware  to  Thames. 

4  Hen.  VI. — 1.  Concemiiig  the  duly  of 
sherifis  and  agaiust  the  embezzling  of  writs. 
i2.  For  protections  of  such  as.  served  in  the 
king's  wars  in  Normandy.  3.  Confirmation  of 
an  acty  9  Hen.  5,  c.  4,  for  amendments  of 
records.  4.  Suits  and  writs  against  certain 
knights  newly  made,  shall  not  abate.  5.  Con- 
firmation of  the  statute  17  R.  2,  c.  7.  touch- 
ing transportation  of  com.    ' 

6  Hen.  VI. — 1  Touching  process  upon  in- 
dicti^ents  ia  the  king's  bench.  2.  How  long 
liae  panelU  in  asdiz^  shall  be  delivered  to  the 


parties  before  the  sessions  of   tlie  justices. 

3.  Touching  wages  of  hubbandmen,  and  pu- 
nishment of  labourei-s  taking  more.  4.  Con- 
cerning the  election  of  knii^hts  and  burgesse* 
of  the  parliament.  5.  Concern  n^  sewers 
witli  the  form  of  the  commission.  6.  Fur 
{^lipping  of  goods  at  Melcoinb  Regi^,  and  con- 
veying them  to  Calais. 

8  ilen.    6. — 1.   For  the   Liberties   of   tha 
Clergy   coming   to   tlie   convocation.     2.  For  . 
the  staple  of  Denmark.     3.  Touchini;  sewers. 

4.  Against  retainers,  and  giving  of  liLerties. 

5.  For  a  common  balance  and  weight  to  be  in 
every  city,  borough,  and  market  town,  and 
against  tlie  burinj;  of  woollen  yarn.  6.  Against 
casting  of  seditious  and  threatening  bills  into 
mens'  .houses.  7.  Concerning  the  elections  of 
knights  of  the  parliament.  8.  Touching  the 
wages  of  labourers  and  servants.  9.  An  act 
to  repress  forcible  entries.  10.  Concerning 
process  upon  indictments  and  appeals  of  per- 
sons dwelhng  in  foreign  counties.  11.  For 
taking  of  apprentices  by  the  citizens  of  Lou- 
don. 12.  For  amending  o£  records,  and 
against  embezzling  them.  13.  Touching  pro- 
tections for  such  as  stall  go  over  sea  Tvith  the 
king.  14.  Ajjainst  felons  and  murderers  that 
hide  themselves  in  woods.  15.  For  amend- 
ment of  records. .  16.  Touching  inquisitions 
taken  by  escheators.  17;  Concerning  the 
staple  at  Calais.  18.  For  prices  of  staple 
wares,  and  for  the  mint  at  Calais.  19.  Agaiust 
the  privy  conveyance  of  merchandizes  out  of 
the  realm.  20.  Touchini;  the  inhabitants  of 
Calais,  using  to  buy  staple  wares.  21.  Repeal 
of  all  licenses  granted  to  men  of  Newcastle 
and  Berwick  for  shipping  to  other  phices  than 
Calais.  22.  Against  clacking  and  forcing  of 
wools.  23.  Against  cutting  of  woollen  threads, 
and  sending  them  beyond  sea  for  thrums. 
24.  Against  payments  in  gold  made  to  mer- 
chants ahens.  25.  For  the  continuance  of 
the  mayor  of  the  staple  in  his  office  for  two 
yeai-s.  26.  For  the  punishment  of  such  de^ 
fendants,  as  in  assises,  or  any  personal  actions 
make  default,  to  put  any  lor^s,  mayoi^,  &c. 
from  their  jurisdiction.  27.  For  tlie  free  pas- 
sage of  trows  and  other  vessels  through  the 
river  of  Severn  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tewkes- 
bury. 28.  For  erecting  two  bridges  upon  the 
waters  of  Bprford  and  Culhamibrd,  in  the 
hif^hway  betwixt  Abington  and  Dorchester* 
29.  For  iiiqucsts  between  aliens  and  denizens. 

9  Hen.  VI. — 1.  Act  for  the  adjournment  of 
assi-^es  and  Nisi  ptius  during  tlie  parliament, 
2.  English  merchants  may  sell  their  merchan- 
dizes to  aliens,  at  six  montlis  credit.  3.  Con* 
firmation  of  the  attainder  of  Owen  Glcndour, 
4.  An  idemptituie  nominis  shall  be  maintain- 
able by  exocutors.  5.  All  men  may  have  free 
passage  in  the  river  of  Severn.  6.  Concerning 
the  weights  of  the  borough  of  Dorchester.. 
7.  Against  the  extortion  of  the  shcrif?i*  of  the 
county  of  Hereford.  8.  A  weigh  of  cheese 
shall  weigh  32  cloves,  and  every  clove  8lb, 
9.  For  the  cleansing  and  scouring;  of  the  river 
of  Lee.     10.    Coufirmatiou    o^  the    stututa 
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d  H.  5,  c.  ty  concerning  attomics  in  courts 
baron  for  abbots  and  religious  persons.  11. 
Before  a  writ  of  bastardy  shall  be  awarded, 
proclamations  thereof  shall  be  made  in  chan- 
cery, &:c. 

10  Hen.  VI. — 1.  For  the  validity  of  reco{j- 
llizances  of  debts  taken  before  the  mayor  of 
Calais.  2.  Touching  the  election  of  the  knights 
of  the  parliament.  8.  For  reprisal  of  goods 
taken  by  them  of  Denmark.  4.  For  the  true 
entry  of  appearances  by  philizers  and  exi- 

f  enters.  5.  For  reparation  of  the  banks  and 
eacons  at  Calais.  6.  Touching  process  upon 
indictments  and  appeals  removed  into  the 
king's  bench.  7.  Against  the  shipping  of 
•taplc  ware  to  other  places  than  to  Calais. 

10  Hen.  VI.  Stat.  2. — For  the  wages  of  the 
jndges,  king's  Serjeant,  &c. 

11  Hen.  6. — 1.  Act  against  stewholders  in 
Bouthwark^  and  prohibiting  them  to  be  im- 
panelled upon  juries.  2.  Against  naming  of 
ihcrifi^  disseisors  in  assise.  S.  An  assise  or 
other  action  shall  be  maintainable  aeainst  the 
pernours  of  the  profits.  4.  Plaintiff  in  ^vrits 
*of  attaint  sliall  recover  costs  and  damages. 
5.  He  in  the  reversion  may  have  waste  against 
the  pemours  of  the  profits.  6.  No  suit  before 
justices  or  commissioners  shall  be  discontinued 
by  a  new  conmiission.  7:  Continuation  of  an 
act  9  II.  6.  c.  7.  against  the  extortion  of 
sheriffs  of  Herefordshire.  8.  Confirmation  of 
the  statutes  for  true  weiehts  and  measures. 
P.  The  length  and  breadth  of  cloths  called 
streits.  10.  He  which  sneth  to  defeat  execu- 
tion of  a  statute  removed  by  Corpus  cum  caiua,^ 
shall  find  surety  to  satisfy  botn  the  king  and 
the  party.  11.  Against  assaults  made  upon 
lords  or  others  coming  to  the  parliament. 
12.  Concerning  wax  chandlers.  13.  Confir- 
mation of  a  statute  8  H.  6,  concerning  the 
staple,  and  for  selling  wares  for  ready  money. 
14.  Against  shipping  of  staple  merchandizes 
in  creeks.  15.  For  punishment  of  customers 
which  will  not  discharge  the  merchant  that 
hath  paid  his  custom.  16.  Aeainst  customers 
making  blank  cockets  to  merchants. 

14  Hen.  VI. — 1.  That  justices  of  Ifhi  prius 
may  give  judgment,  as  well  where  traitors  and 
felons  be  acquitted,  as  where  they  be  con* 
victed.  2.  Against  licenses  for  shipping  of /c 
wools.  9.  The  assises  for  the  county  of  Cunv^  ii 
berland  shall  be  holden  at  Carlisle.  4..  Jus- 
tices of  peace  in  Middlesex  may  keep  their 
sessions  but  twice  in  the  year.  5.  For  ship- 
ping of  merchandizes  only  to  the  staple.  6. 
For  aliens  to  sell  victuals  in  gross  or  retail. 

7.  Concerning  taking  of  prizes  upon  the  seas. 

8.  The  statute  against  the  breaidug  of  .safe 
conducts  and  truces  suspended^ 

15  Hen.  VI. — 1.  Concerning  suits  before 
the  steward  and*  marshal  of  the  king's  house. 
S.  For  carrying  of  Com  over  the  seas.  3.  Th^ 
clause  Vidimus  shall  not  be  put  in  safe  con- 
ducts. 4.  None  shall  suie  forth  a  subpoena, 
until  he  find  surety  to  satisfy  the  defendant's 
costs  and  damages,  if  he  do  not  verify  his  bill. 
^.  Touching  the  sufficiency  of  jurors  returned 


in  writs  of  attaint.  6.  Against  unlawful  ordein 
made  by-  guilds  and  fraternities.  7.  Touching 
the  wapentakes  of  Saodcliffe  and  Frendles, 
in  the  county  of  York,  and  that  religious 
persons  may  make  attorn ies  in  the  courts 
holden  for  these  plac<i3,  and  in  all  other  such 
places.  8.  Against  Carriage  of  staple  ware* 
npt  customed. 

18  Hen.  VI. — 1.  Letters  patents  shall  bear 
the  date  of  the  delivery  of  the  king's  warrant 
into  the  chancery.  2.  Such  as  have  gavel- 
kind lands  to  the  value  of  201.  per  annum, 
may  be  ret\imed  for  jurors  in  attamts.  3.  For 
the  transportation  of  butter  and  cheese  to 
other  places  than  Calais.  4.  Touching  mer- 
chandizes foreign  bought  and  foreign  sold,  and 
t\he  duty  of  the  hosts  of  merchants  strangers, 
5.  Touching  collectors  of  dismes  and^fteens. 
C.  No  lands  shall  begram^d  by  letters  patents, 
before  the  king's  tide  be  found.  7.  For  re- 
turning of  officers  by  escheators.  8.  What 
thines  are  requisite  to  make  the  king's  safe 
^conduct  good.  9.  Touching  entries  by  phili- 
zers and  exigenters.  '  10.  Conunissions  qf 
sewers  shall  be  awarded  during  10  years.  11. 
None  shall  be  justices  of  peace,  unliess  he 
hath  lands  to  the  yearly  value  of  201.  12.  Ap- 
peals or  indictments  supposed  in  a  place  where* 
there  is  none  such,  shall  be  void.  13.  No  man 
outlawed  in  Lancashire  shall  forfeit  any  other 
lands  or  goods,  but  such  as  he  hath  in  the 
same  shire>  14.  Concerning  the  making  of 
arrays  and  panclb  of  inquests.  15.  Against 
the  carriage  of  wools  to  other  places  than  to 
Calais.  16.  There  shall  be  one  measure  of 
cloth  through  tlic  realm.  17.  Touching  the 
gauging  of  vessels  of  wine,  oil,  and  honey. 
18.  Concerning  captains  abating  soldiers 
wages.  19.  Touching  soldiers  departing  with* 
but  licence  from  their  captain^ 

90  Heu.  VI. — 1.  For  the  Enrollment  of  safe 
conducts.^  2.  Touching  outlawries  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster.  3.  For  punislunent  of 
Welshmen  for  robberies  in  tht  counties  ad- 
joining. 4.  Customs  shall  be  paid  by  persons 
made  denizens  as  merchants  »\liens.  5.  No 
customer,  comptroller,  &c.  slrnll  have  tiny 
ship,  use  merchandize,  keep  a  wharf  or  an 
inn,  or  be  factor.  6.  Touching  shipping  of 
"com  over  the  sea.  7.  Concerning  not  custom* 
ing  goods  brought  first  into  Wales,  and  from 
tlience  into  E/^land.  8.  The  king's  purvey- 
ors taking  cattle  to  die  value  of  40s.  or  under, 
and  not  making  present  payment,  may  be  re- 
sisted. 9.  The  order  of  trial  of  countesses^ 
&c.  by  their  peers.  10.  For  making  of  wor- 
steads  in  Norwich.  11.  For  taking  away  the 
pain  of  treason  in  case  of  breaking  of  safo 
conducts.  12.  For  reformation  of  partition  of 
wools  by  the  mayor  of  the  staple  or  Calais. 

23  Hen.  VI. — 1,  Touching  purveyors.  ^. 
Concerning  the  shipping  of  woollen  thrums 
out  of  this  realm.  3.  For  the  true  making 
of  worsteds  in  Norfolk.  4.  For  taking  out- 
laws in  Wales  resorting  into  Herefordshire. 
5.  Confirmation  of  the  statute  13  H.  6.  c,  «,  for 
conveying  of  com  over  the  sea.    6.  Ag^st 
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gatherinfjr  of  b«ad*peQce  by  th«  sheriff  of  Nor- 
thumb^ftod.  7.  None  shall  be  sheriff,  un4er- 
s})eriffy  or  sheriff's  clerk,  above  oue  year,  ex- 
cept the  city  of  London.  6.  ConccrDiog  com- 
misMpas  of  sewers.  9.  Against  extortion  of 
sherifis.  10.  For  levying  of  knight^i  wages  for 
the  parliament.  11.  Touching  tlte  trial  of  new 
foreign  pleas,  pleaded  after  issue  joined.  12. 
Concerning  wages  for  servants  of  husbandry 
and  labourers.  13.  Against  purveyors,  14. 
Touching  election  of  knights  for  the  pariia* 
meat.  15.  Touching  payment  of  gaoge>pcnce, 
and  the  ollice  of  gaugcrs.  16.  Coucormng  in- 
aue:>ts  to  be  taken  by  cscheators,  knd  tlieir 
h.*es.  1^.  No  new  impositions  shall  be  laid 
upon  thein  which  boy  wines  in  Gascoigne  and 
Ouien. 

85  Hen.  VI. — Against  Welshmen. 

27  Ueu.  VI. — 1.  Restraint  of  importation 
of  the  produce  of  .i^cabant,  6ec.  2.  Confir- 
mation of  the  hberties  of  the  staple.  3.  No 
gold  or  silver  shall  be  carried  out  of*  the  realm 
by  merchants  aliens.  4.  An  act  agahist  Wesl>- 
men  confirmed.  5.  Against  holding  fairs  upon 
festival  days  and  Sundays.  6,  The  king's  par- 
don to  the  clergy. 

28  Hen.  VI.— 1.  Restraint  of  importation  of 
the  produce  of  Brabant,  &c.  2.  Conceminc 
{>uryeyor8.  3.  The  king's  pardon  to  sheriflS 
tor  occupying  above  a  year.  4.  Touching 
Webhmeu  and  I^ancashire  men  taking  goods 
and  cattle  under  colour  of  distress.  6.  Against 
extortions  bv  searchers'  and  customers. 

29  Hen.  VL— 1.  Attainder  of  Jack  Cade. 

2.  Touching  process  against  breakers  of  truce. 

3.  For  repealing  of  letters  patents  made  to  ci- 
tizens of  York. 

.  31  Hen.  VI. — 1.  Confirmation  of  tlic  at- 
t^ndcr  of  Jack  Cade.  2.  Against  rioters 
dtsobcyingprivy  seals  and  the  king's  proclama- 
tion. 3.  Touching  attachments  made  by  the 
waniens  of   the  marches  towards  Scotlaml. 

4.  By  wlttit  means  he  shall  obtain  .remedy, 
who  having  a  safe  conduct,  is  robbed  upon 
the  sea.  5.  No  customer,  comptroller,  aul* 
nager,.  &c.  shall  have  any  estate  certain  in  his 
o^ice.  6.  For  the  making  perpetual  the  sta- 
tute of  20  Hen.  6,  c.  2,  touching;  the  for- 
feiture of  those  which  be  outlawed  in  Lan- 
Cnshire.  7.  Exceptions  out  of  the  gcncrtd  re- 
sumption. 8.  An  act  qualifyini/  a  subsidy 
before  granted  to  the  king  of  wools,  M\§,  and 
chxh  transported.  Q.  A  remedy  for  a  .woman 
which  is  forced  afl^ainst  her  will  to  be  bound  by 
statute  or  obligation. 

33  Hen.  VI. — 1.  A  remedy  for  executors 
against  servants,  which  embezzled  their  masters 
goods  alter  his  death.  2.  Repeal  oi'  an  act 
31  Hen.  6,  c.  6,  for  outlawries  in  Lancashire. 
3.  Against  extortions  of  the  officers  of  the  ex- 
chenucr.  4.  Concerning  brewers  in  Kent. 
i>.  Touching,  silk-women.  6.  Concerning  the 
abbot  of  Fountaine  in  Yorkshire.  7.  Touch- 
ipg  the  number  of  attornies  in  Norfolk,  Sut- 
foUc,  and  Norwich*  •• 

i  30  Hen.  VI. — 1.  Revocation  of  a  parliament 
halden  at  Coventry,  20  dU  Nov^mbns,  37  H.  0. 
Vol.  1. 


2.  Women  of  the  age  of  14  years,  atithe  death 
of  their  ancestors,  shall  hi^e  livery  of  their 
lands. 


Edward  IV. 

Edward  Imving  thus  obtained  the  title  of 
king,  vi  et  at-utis,  as  it  were,  had  yet  much  to 
do  to  get  possession  of  the  crown ;  for  tlie  he- 
roic Margaret  *was  still  at  the  liead  of  an  ar- 
my, composed  of.  all  tite  forces  belonging  to 
the  red-rose  party ;  fighting  lor  a  king  who  had 
been  long  recognised  as  such,  and  who  hadr 
been  twice  victorious  in  wlmt  was  then  called 
the  royal  cause.  Edward,  therefore,  had  no 
time  to  lose ;  he  knew  very  well  that  he  had 
no  other  way  to  secure  London,  hut  to  leave 
it  immediately,  and  m^rch  towards  'York. 
The  queen  was  then  in  that  city ;  and  hearing 
of  hb  approach,  she  sent  out  her  army,  com* 
manded  oy  the  duke  of  Somerset,  the  earl  of 
Northumberland,  and  the  lord  Clifford,  to 
meet  him.  Some  advantage  was  gained  by 
these  generals  at  first,  by  tlic  surprise  of  the 
important  post  of  Ferrybridge ;  but  the  York- 
ists having  quickly  regained  it,  they  marched 
over  the  river  Aire,  and  met  the  bulk  of  the 
queen's  army,  drawn  up  in  oi^er  of  battle,  in 
the  fields  near  a  village  called  Touton,  about 
two  miles  south-west  of  Tadcaster.  It  is  not 
to  our  purpose  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of 
this  bloody  engagement :  one  the  greatest  and 
most  obstinate  that  was  ever  fousht  in  this 
island :  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  Edward  was 
victorious,  after  the  loss  of  above  36,000  Eng- 
lishmen, who  then  fell  by  each  other^s  swords. 
King  Heniy,  his  qucen^  and  son,  fled  ittto 
Scotland ;  and  Edward  marched .  into  York, 
where  he  soon  took  down  the  lieads  of  his 
father,  the  earl  of  Salisbury,  and  others,  which 
had  been  over  one  of  the  city  gates;  and 
placed  in  thfeir  room  the  heads  of  some  of  the 
most  mortal  enemies  of  his  hoTise,  who  were 
taken  or  slain  in  the  battle.  Edward  stayed 
sometime  at  York  to  fix  the  noitliem.pro-  • 
vinces  more  fully  in  his  interest;  and. leaving 
every  thing  quiet  in  tliose  countries,  he  re- 
turned to  London,  and  was  solemnly  crowned 
soon  after  at  Westminster,  with  the  usual  ce- 
remonies. 

A  FarL  called.]  Then  to  stttle  all  other 
matters  of  state,  on  the  most  lasting  foundn-* 
tion,  he  summoned  a  pari,  by  writs,  dated  at 
Westminster,  May  23,  1461,  to  meet  at  tlie 
same  place  the  6th  of  July  followinj;.  But,  be- 
cause tlje  king  of  Scots  was  entered  into  Eng« 
land  with  .an  army  in  favour  of  king  Henry^ 
Edward  and  his  council  thought  proper  to  post- 
pone the  meeting  of  the  pari. ;  and,  by  other 
writs  dated  July  26,  the  same  peers  were  sum- 
moned to  appear  at  Westminster,  on  the  4th  • 
of  Nor.  following.  The  former  writ  of  siun- 
mons,  directed  to  Tho.  abp.  of  Canterbury,  n  ) 
in  the  usual  style,  with  the  rest  of  the  bps.  ab- 
bots, and  priors,  as  well  as  the  temporal  lords ; 
but  the  names  of  the  letter,  in  this  iirst  pari 
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after  «o  great  a  revolution,  may  not  be  anao 
c^ptubk;  to  a  curious  enquirer. 

Peers  sumrmmed  to  this  Parliament, 
John  (Juke  of  Noribik    John  lord  Stourton  of 
Rd.  carl  of  Wanvick  Stourton 

John  earl  of  Oxitird        William  Bourchier  Id. 
Wni.  earl  of  Arundel         Fitz-Waryn 
Ralpli  earl  of  West-    Henry  Brom6etc  lord 

niorcland  Vcssey 

Henry  vise.  Bourchier  Ralph  lord  Boteler  of 
Edward  lord  Grey  of        Dudley 

Ruthin  Thomas  lord  Gray  of 

JaiTics  lord  Berkeley  Richmoiid 

George  lord  Latiiuer  Jn.ld.Sutton  of  Dudley 
Ralpli  lord  Graystock  Wni.  Fynes  lord  Say 
Wni.  lord  Bottreaux  .  Rd.  Fynes  lordDacre 
John  lord  Beauchamp  William  Nevile  lord 
Jolm  lord  Audlcy  Fauconberee 

Thoiniui  lord  Scroope    Jolm  Bourchier    lord 

of  iMasham  Bamers 

John  lord  Clinton  Richai-d  Welles    lord 

John  lord  Lovel  Willoughhy 

Fxl\v:ird    Ncvil     lord    Sir  Henry  l-itr-Hugh 

Bei'gavenny  Sir  Henry  Grey 

liduind    Brook     lord    Sir  Richard  West 

Cohham  Sir  Thomsis  Stanley 

Rceinald  lord  Gray  of    Sir  John  Nevile    lor  J 

Wilton  Montacutc 

Besides  these  lords,  &c.  other  writs  were 
directed  to  summon  the  12  judges  there 
named ;  and,  in  the  writs  for  alterinij  the  time 
from  July  to  Nov.,  seven  are  called  to  sit  in 
the  house  of  peers. 

The  pari,  met  at  tlie  time  and  place  last  ap- 
pointed, when,  in  the  presence  of  the  king, 
sitting  on  the  throne,  and  of  the  lords  and 
•commons,  George  Nevile,  bp.  of  Exeter,  de- 
dared  the  cause  of  the  summons,  in  a  notable 
oration,  taking  for  his  theme,  '  Bonas  iacite 
vias  et  studia  vcstra.'  Jer.  7.  After  which  he 
ordered  the  commons  to  choose,  and  the  next 
day  to  present,  their  Speaker. 

A  Speaker  chosen,]  The  receivers  and  triers 
of  petitions  being  appointed,  on  the  3d  day  of 
their  sitting  the  commons  presented  to  the 
king  hir  James  Strangewaies,  knt.  to  be  their 
Speaker,  whose  excuse  being  rejected,  he,  with 
the  common  pMtcstation,  was  allowed.  At 
the  same  time,  the  said  sir  James  made  a 
speech  to  the  throne,  in  which  he  took  occa- 
sion to  commend  the  king,  for  his  extraordi- 
nary courage  and  conduct  against  liis  enemies ; 
and  returned  thanks  to  God  for  the  great  vic- 
tories given  to  him.  The  next  thing  that  was 
done  in  this  pari,  was  to  read  a  long  declaration 
of  the  kind's  title  to  the  croWn ;  containing, 
in  effect,  w  hat  his  father  had  delivered  to  pari, 
tlie  39th  of  the  last  reign.  To  which  was  added, 
a  ■  recapitulation  of  the  tyrannous  reign  of 
Henry  IV.  with  his  heinous  murdering  of 
Richard  H. 

.  The  Reign  of  Hen.  IV.  declared  to  have  been. 
an  usurpation,  ^c-l  After  this  an  act  was 
passed,  that  Edward IV.  was  and  is  undoubted 
king  of  F;ncland,  from  the  4th  of  Mardi  then 
laj:t  past,  \\  hen  all  the  estates  yielded  them- 
selves obeisant  subjects  to  the  sj^id  Edward  IV. 


and  his  heirs  for  ever;  affinnmg  the  reiga  of 
Hen.  IV.  to  have  been  an  intruiion  and  usur- 
pation. It  was  also  enacted,  that  Edward  IV. 
was  seized  of  the  crown  apd  protitt  of  tk« 
realm  of  England,  from  the  said  4th  of  March^ 
in  such  sort  as  king  Rich.  II.  enjoyed  the  same, 
in  tlie  23rd  year  ef  his  reign. — Thfen  a  whole 
recital  of  the  Concord  or  Agreement,  made 
between  Henry  VI.  and  Rich,  duke  of  York, 
39  Hen.  VI.  was  read,  and  the  broach  of  it  by 
sundry  means  was  declared.  By  which  breach 
it  was  also  declared,  that  Edward  IV.  was  dis- 
charged from  the  said  Concord,  and  that  no 
article  of  it  should  bind  him,  as  king,  to  thnc 
agreement. 

Mr.  Habington  in  his  Life  of  Edw.IV.  says, 
that  at  his  coronation,  beinj;  seated  in  tlie  most 
conspicuous  place  of  the  Great  Hall  at  West- 
minster, he  himself  made  an  open  Declaration 
of  his  double  title  to  the  crown.  "  First,  by 
descent,  a^  bcforementioned ;  and  next,  by 
authority  of  pari. ;  which,  upon  e;(aminatioii 
of  the  late  duk?  of  York's  title,  conferred  the 
pojisession  of  the  kingdom  immediately  on 
him  or  hi*i  heirs,  when  Hen.  VI.  should  make 
forfeiture  of  it,  by  death,  resignation,  or  breach 
of  that  accord  sworn  there  so  solemnly  be- 
tween them.  ,  And  that  this  Accord  was' 
broken,  the  slaughter  of  the  said  duke,  op- 
pressed with  unequal  numbers  of  Henr/» 
party,  at  tlie  battle  of  Wakefield,  did  but. 
too  sadly  manifcbt.  Nevertheless,  he  pro-^ 
tested  lie  would  forego  tlie  justice  of  his 
claim,  rather  tlian  enter  upon  it  without 
their  free  vote.  At  inrhich,  unanimously,  the ' 
assembly  cried  out,  «  king  Edw.  king  Edw. ;' 
joyful  that  their  voices  might  confirm  him 
king,  who  liad  deigned  them  so  humble  a 
compliment,  as  to  profess  that  he  would  not 
receive  the  title  without  their  suffrage." 

Bills  of  Attainder,]  Next  follows  a  long 
bill  of  Attainder  of  divers  persons  foir  the 
death  of  Rd.  duke  of  York,  and  otliers; 
particularly.  Hen.  VI.,  Margaret,  late  queen 
of  England,  Edw.  called  prince  of  Wales, 
Hen.  Tate  duke  of  Somerset,  and  Hon.  earl 
of  Northumberland,  Reciting,  that  Wm.  lord 
Bonevile,  sir  Tho.  Kuriel,  knighu  of  the 
garter,  and  sir  Wm.  Gower,  knt.  standard- 
bearer  to  Rd.  duke  of  York*,  i^ore  against 
law  beheaded  and  murdered.  Another  bill 
of  Attainder  was  passed  against  Tho.  Court- 
ney, late  earl  of  Devonshire,  Tho.  lord  Roos, 
Jolm,  late  lord  Nevile,  Baldwyn  Fublhurst, 
Alex.  Hedie,  Nich.  Latimer,  Js.  Lutterel, 
Edin.  Mountfort,  Tho.  Fundern,  Hen.  Lewb, 
John  Heron  of  Ford,  Rd.  Tunstal,  Hen.  Bel- 
lingham,  Rob.  Whiuingham,  knts.;  Andrew 
Trollop,  late  of  Guinescoe,  esq.  with  several 
others,  for  being  at  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
York,  at  Wakeiield,  the  30th  of  Dec.  Ia6t 
post.— And,  Hen.  duke  of  Exeter,  Wm.  vise. 
Beaumont,  John  Gray,  late  lord  Rougemont, 
Randolf,  late  lord  Dacre;  Humph.  Datren, 
Philip  Weirnvorth,  Wm.  Rawkeslcy,  Edm- 
Hampden,  Tho.  Findrcy,  John  Courtney,  John 
Ormond,  alias  Boiler/  Wu*  Miilcyi  Sinkon 
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ilayoesy  Wm,  Hottandy  called  the  bastard  of 
Exeter,  Thos.  Ormoady  alkis  Botler^  Tho.  Evo- 
ringhara^  Hen.  Roos  of  Rockingham,  with  s€^- 
veral  otb^s,  were  attainted  for  bein|;  against 
king  £dw.  IV.  March  29,  la3t,  beinfr  Pohu 
Suodaj)  in  the  fields  called  Saxton  fields,  and 
Towton  helds,  in  the  county  of  York. — 
Ilea.  VI.,  queen  Margaret,  pnnce  £dw.  and 
some  others,  there  named,  were  attainted,  for 
delivering  up  the  town  of  Berwick  to  James, 
king  of  Scots.  Likewise,  ibr  practising  to  de- 
liver up  the  castle  and  cky  of  Carlisle  to  the 
Scots.  And  the  last  named  persons,  with 
Jasper,  carl  of  Pembroke,  Js.  earl  of  Wilts, 
Rob.  lord  Uungerford,  with  certain  priests 
and  friars,  were  also  attainted,  for  procuring 
ibreign  princes  to  invade  the  king,  and  realm. 
— Hen,  VI.  with  certain  persons  aforenamed, 
Jn.  Fortescue,  Wnu  Talbois,  and  otlicrs, 
were  attainted,  for  being  in  the  field  against ' 
£dw.  IV.  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  the 
t8th  of  June  last  past.  And  the  duke  of 
Exeter  aforesaid,  Jasper,  earl  of  Pembroke, 
and  others,  were  attainted  for  raising  war 
against  the  king  at  Tubal,  besides  Caernarvon 
in  Wales,  on  Friday  next  after  the  feast  of 
St.  Edward  last  past.— The  Attainder  and  For- 
feiture  of  all  and  singular  the  hereditaments 
of  tiie  aforesaid  Hen.  Vl.  and  namely  of  ail 
the  laiKl  belonging  to  the  duchy  of  I^ancaster : 
that  the  said  Edw.  IV.  shall  hold  the  said 
duchy  and  county,  palatine  of  Lancaster,  to 
bim  and  to  his  heirs  kings  of  Englnnd,  with 
all  offices  and  libertiel  to  the  same  belonging, 
separate  from  the  crown;  and  rhat  the  tenants 
of  the  said  duchy  do  enjoy  all  their  liberties, 
in  such  wise  as  when  Hen.  Vl.  held  the  same 
on  the  3d  of  March  last. 

Acts  of  Restitution,]  After  passing  all  tliese 
bills  of  Attainder  and  Forfeitures,  the  pari, 
went  upon  acts  of  Restitution ;  and  the  whole 
process  and  judgment,  as  well  by  pari,  as 
otherwise,  against  RxL  eftrl  of  Cambridge,  aAd 
several  others,  was  utterly  made  void  and  re- 
pealed. The  like  judgment  in  pari,  against 
John  Montague,  late  earl  of  Salisbury,  and 
IIm).  lord  Despencer,  was  made  void;  and 
Rd.  earl  of  Warwick,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  Isabel,  daughter  and  heir  to  the 
said  Thomas,  in  right  of  the  said  Ann,  was 
restored  to  all  the  hereditaments  of  the  said 
Thomas.  Also,  Alice,  countess  of  Salisbury, 
daughter  to  Tho.  Montague,  late  earl  of  Sabs- 
bury,  son  of  the  said  John,  was  restored  to 
all  the  hereditaments  of  the  said  John.  lastly, 
Tho.  Lumley,  knt.  son  to  Ralph  Lumley,  knt. 
was  aietQ  re^ored  to  aU^  th^  hereditament?  of 
the  soid  Ralfih,  and  the  judgn^ent  i^gainst  him 
nuukt/imd.  . 

MHiiiJ$j9'nSpeeck  ia  kk  ^(or^  Aj.  tiie  close 
of  |ihQfle«»ioft  the  king  came  to  the  house,  and 
sending  h^  the  Cowmous,  after  they  had  given 
their  assent  u«th^.  Attainder  bills  and  the  rest, 
addb<Qsaed  them  in  the /oUovJ^ing  speech,  whicli 
we  havejgiven  in  the  orthography  of  the  time, 
iiomthrHeil  itself:— 
- .  ^ JxiDlCfi  ^nTn^>  i^ye  tlmt  be  ^onunyn 


for  the  coQ^non  of  this  tny  lond — for  t|)c  tru^ 
hertes  and  tpuder  considcracions  that  ye  have 
liad  to  my  right  and  title,  tliat  y  and  my  atiii* 
cestres  have  had  unto  the  coronne  of  thi^ 
reame,  the  which  frpm  us  have  been  long  ti^ne 
wi^olde.  And  nowe  tl^ai^ked  be  Almygl^tyGo^, 
of  whos  grace  greweth  all  victory,  by  youie 
true  hertes  and  grete  assisteus,  y  am  restored 
unto  that  is  my  right  and  title,  \vhercfore  y 
thanke  you  as  heriely  as  y  can.  Also  for  the 
tender  and  true  hertes  that  ye  have  shevycd 
unto  me,  in  that  ye  have  tenderly  had  in  re- 
membraunce,  the  corrcccion  of  the  horrible 
murdrc  and  cruel  deth  of  my  lord  my  fuder,* 
my  brother  Rutland,  and  my  cosyn  of  Salysbury 
and  other,  y  thanke  you  right  ncitely,  Hiid  y 
shall  be  unto  you^vvith  the  grace  of  Almighty 
God,  as  good  and  gracious  sovereign  lord  as 
e\QT  was  eny  of  my  noble  progenitours  to  their 
subgettes  and  liegemen.  And  fur  the  feithfull 
and  lovyng  hertes,  and  also  the  grete  laijourij 
that  ye  have  born  and  sustcyned  towards  me, 
in  the  recouering  of  my  said  right  and  title 
which  y  now  posscde,  y  tiianke  you  with  all 
my  herte,  and  yf  y  Iiad  eny  better  good  to  re->- 
ward  you  with  all  then  my  body  ye  shuld  have 
it,  the  wliich  shall  alwey  be  reily  for  your  ^q- 
feure,  never  sparing  nor  letting  for  noo  jeo-; 
pardie.  Praying  you  all  of  youre  herty  aisi*.- 
tens  and  good  contynuance,  as  y  shall  be  unto 
you  voure  veray  rights  isse  and  loi'yng  liege 
lord." 

.  After  the  king  had  ended  his  speedi,  the 
Record  tells,  that  the  Id.  chanc.  stood  up,  aii(\ 
declared,  that  since  the  whole  business  of  this 
pari,  was  not  yet  concluded,  and  the  approach-, 
mg  festival  of  Chiistmas  would  obstruct  it ;  he, 
therefore,  by  tLc  king's  command,  proroguecl 
the  pari,  to  the  6th  oi  May  next  ensuing.  At 
the  same  tune  he  told  them,  the  king  had  put 
out  a  proclamation  against  giving  of  liveries 
and  badges,  contrary  to  law,  also  agaiiist  main- 
tenances, robberies  and  murders;  all,  anc^ 
every  of  which,  the  bps.  lofds  and  90mmons, 
there  present,  proraisea  to  obey,  and  to  see  • 
observed  througlioutthe  kingdom. — Some  new 
commotions  happening  about  this  time,  pre- 
vented Edward  fro^  meeting  this  last  pari,  iit 
the  time  of  the  prorogation.  Therefore,  it  is 
entered  on  the  Roll,  that  on  the  6th  of  Muy, 
in  the  2d  year  of  this  reign,  because  the  kinc 
could  not  attend  to  be  tliere,  Thomas,  abp.  o^ 
Canterbury,  by  the  kin^s  letters  patents,  dis- 
solved the  said  pari.  Dugdalc  has  given  us  ^ 
summons  to  a  pari,  at  York,  to  be  held  tlic, 
£ith  of  Feb,  2  Edw.  IV,  and  another  tlie  same 
year  to  Westminster  the  29th  of  April,  but  fiQ. 
notice,  is  taken  in  that  author  of  any  other 
pari,  till  the  6th  of  this  king. 

A  Pari,  called,^  However  Cotton^ives  uli 
the  proceedings  ot  i^  pari,  summonejil  by-  wnts^ 
dated  Fef).  28th,  146ai,  to  meet  at  Wc^tinln- 
ster  the  29th  of  Apnt  following.  When  atwt 
where  being  all  met,  as  us.u£\l,  George  bp.  o\ 
Exeter,  then  Id.  chanc.  declared,  the  cause  of  th<^ 
summons  in  a  set  speech ;  after  which  he  dP 
recte^  the  commons  to  choosy  ^  Spca'  ' 
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ftDd  on  the  Srd  day  of  the  session  they  pre- 
nenitid  Jolui  Say,  esq.  who  was  accepted. 

A'  Sub$idj/  grunted. '\  The  only  material 
tmnsiiction  of  ibis  session  of  pari,  was,  to 
crant  the  king  an  aid  of  Ii7,000 1,  to  be  levied 
m  the  counties,  cities,  ^nd  towns,  according  to 
a  rate  there  expressed.  And,  on  the  27th  of 
June,  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  lords  and 
commons,  the  ciiancclli)r,  by  his  loaj.  com- 
mand, gave  thanl^s  to  the  commons  for  the 
subsidy  granted,  and  prorogued  the  pari,  to  the 
4th  of  Siov.  next,  at  Westminster. — On  the 
said  4th  of  Nov.  Thos.  abp.  of  Canterbury,  the 
king's  kinsman,  by  his  letters  patents,  held 
and  continued  the  pari.;  and  the  same  day 
the  chancellor  told  them  that  the  king,  out  of 
h\s  mere  grace,  released  unto  the  commons 
flOOO  1.  pftrccl  of  the  grant  aforesaid ;  where- 
upon  it  was  enacted  that  31,000 1,  shall  be  le- 
vied in  the  manner  of  a  15th,  and  be  called  by 
that  name,  and  then  the  chane.  in  the  king^s 
name,  and  as  his  lieut.  adjourned  the  said 
pari,  to  the  20th  of  Feb.  ensuing,  -at  York. — 
At  which  time  and  place  being  again  assembled, 
Wm.  bp.  of  Lincoln,  by  command  of  Wm. 
abp.  of  York,  the  king's  commissioner,  by  let- 
ters patents,  held  tlie  said  pari,  and  adjourned 
it  over  to  the  1st  of  May  next  ensuing,  at  York 
as  aforesaid.  The  reason  for  this  last  adjourn- 
ment is  said,  in  the  Abridgment,  to  be,  be- 
cause that  some  conspiracies  and  rebellions 
being  raised  agaiqst  the  king  in  Gloucester- 
shire, he  was  obliged  to  go  in  person  to  sup- 
press them. 

On  the  1st  of  May  the  lords  and  commons 
were  nsfiin  assembled,  in  the  great  hall,  within 
the  palace  of  the  abp.  at  York,  llie  king's 
letters  patents  were  read,  constituting  and  ap- 
pointing Rd.  earl  of  Warwick  and  the  earl  of 
Salisbury,  his  commissioners  to  hold  and  con- 
tinue the  said  pari,  from  the  said  1st  ot'  May 
to  the  95th  of  Nov.  following;  anrtupon  reacf- 
ing  thereof  the  abbot  of  Fountain's,  by  com- 
mission under  the  privy  seal,  adioumed  the 
same  accordingly.  The  cause  of  whicli  last 
adjournment,  is  assigned  to  be,  that  the  king 
was  busily  employed,  in  the  more  northern 
parts,  for  the  sujjpressing  of  rebels,  and  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom  against  a  foreign  inva- 
sion.-~On  the  25th  of  ^<ov.  at  the  same  place 
as  before,  the  pari,  once  more  met,  when  the 
same  commissioners  were  appointed,  to  hold 
and  prorogue  the  said  pari,  from  that  day  to 
the  26ch  of  Jan.  next  ensuintr,  at  Westmin- 
ster, kind  ihe  uhbot  of  St.  Mary's  in  York,  by 
the  k Jog's  ftp|>ointmpnt,  prorogued  the  same 
accordioj^ly. — These  mtemiptions  and  distant 
adjoiimTncnts  wtru  occasioned  "by  the  unstea- 
dines*  of  the  timt  ji. 

A  Stih$l^^  ^rtmUdfor  Ufi,]  On  the  26th 
«f  Jan.  1465,  the  pfirl.  met  at  Westminster, 
accord] n)5  to  the  hist  prorogation.  The  very 
tni  act  thvy  wpEit  upnn  was  to  grant  a  Supply 
to  the  kirve,  which  tias  done  too  in  a  very  ef- 
fe^mul  and  unusual  manner.  For,  the  com- 
mons^ with  the  assent  of  the  1n^hops  and  lords, 
granted  to  the  king,  dnrmg  his  lifb^  tiie  subsi- 


dies following :  first,  tonnage  and  poundaga 
of  every  English  merchant,  for  every  sack  of 
wool,  SSs.  4d. ;  for  every  340  wool-folUy 
SSs.  4d.:  for  evetyiast  of  hides,  Si.  6%,  8d.; 
of  every  merchant  stranger,  whether  denitens 
or  not,  for  every  sack  of  wool,  ^1.  66.  8d.  For 
every  last  of  hides,  31.  138.  4d.  For  every  240 
wool-fells,  31.  6s.  8d.  with  a  proviso  only  made, 
that  the  town  of  Calais,  and  tho  soldiers  in 
garrison  there,  may  he  victualled  and  paid  with 
part  of  the  said  subsidies  according  to  a  rata 
there  stated." — It  was  also  ordained,  ''  That 
the  treasurer  of  Calais  be  obliged,  under' a  pe- 
nalty, to  account  yearly  in  the  Eaciiequer; 
and  that  he  ma}'  dispose  of  all  the  offices,  un- 
der him,  in  the  town  or  marches  of  Calais,  to 
whom  he  ploasos,  to  hold  the  same  at  the  king's 
will." 

The  Staple  of  Calais.']  The  government 
and  Staple  of  Calais  having  been  often  menti- 
oned in  tiie  course  of  thi^  history,  it  will  not  be 
amiss  in  this  place  to  give  some  account  of  it 
out  of  the  memoirs  of  Philip  de  Commines. 
That  author  tells  us,  ^  that  this  was  the  richest 
jewel  in  the  English  crown,  and  the  most  pro- 
iitable  govt,  in  Chrisiendoro,  if  not  in  the 
whole  world.  That  he  was  there  several  times^ 
during  the  differences  between  the  houses  of 
York  and  Jiancaster,  and  "was  told  by  the  chief 
officer  of  the  Staple  foi*  ck)th,  that  he  would 
willingly  farm  the  govt,  of  the  town,  at  15,000 
crowns  per  ann.  for  the  gpvemor  of  Calais  re- 
ceives all  profits  on  that  side  of  the  sea,  has 
the  benefit  of  convoys,  and  the  entire  disposal 
and  management  of  the  garrison."  Aiidi  in 
another  place,  he  tells  us,  *'  tfoat  it  is  almost 
incredible  what  prodigious  return  for  their 
wools,  the  merchants  make  twice  every  year 
from  that  place." 

Next  came  on  the  attainders  of  several  moro 
persons  of  quality^  and  others,  w4io  were  shun 
or  taken  in  the  latc  battles.  Af^er  these,  an 
act  of  Resamption  was  passed,  whereby  die 
kmg  took  into  his  hands  all  manner  of  heredi- 
taments belonging  to  the  crown,  the  prihct- 
pality  of  Wales,  the  duchies  of  Cornwall  and 
jjincaster,  and  the  earldom  of  Chester;  from 
the  feast  of  the  Purification  of  our  Lady  last^ 
before,  in  such  manner  as  he  had,  or  ought  to 
have  had,  on  the  4th  of-  March,  in  the  1st 
year  of  his  reign ;  any  letters  patents,  or 
grants,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And 
that  all  grants,  leases,  fire,  made  by  the  kjng, 
before  tl^  said  feast,  of  any  hereditaments  be- 
longing to  his  duchr  of  York,  or  earldom  of 
March,  be  also  void ;  but  with  many  provisos. 

l^e  last  act  of  thief  pari,  that  we  dunk  pro- 
per to  m^mion,  is,  lime  wfaeraa#  the  sum  of 
SQyBSlL  was  due  to  the  mayor  and  conxpany 
of  the-merch%jfit8  of  the  staple  of"CaJais,  the 
king,  by  the  authority  of  pan.  in  evderio  can-'  • 
tent  tHem  and  discliafge  that  debr>  assbned 
them  a  power  to  take  a  yeariy  rase  out  or  the 
subsidy  on  wool,  until  full  pajmiem  b^  made. 

Sumpiuary  JLaus  p4uted»']  There  wiere  se- 
veral statutes  made  in  this  dnd  the  pre* 
ceding  eessioas  of  thMeng  pari.  ^  die^eocou- 
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raiment  of  the  wootlen  manoimctoiy,  and 
trade  in  general ;  which  the  reader  wiH  find  in 
the  statate-books.  One  or  two,  however,  de- 
serve mention,  which  was  to  restrain  the  ex- 
cessire  vanity  then  used  in  dress  or  apparel ; 
which,  notwithstanding  the  destruction  and 
misery  the  civil  wars  had  occa^oned,  was 
grown  to  a  very  great  height  One  thing  in 
particular  was,  die  extrevaeant  way  the  peo- 
ple had  got  of  adorning  their  feet.  They  wore 
the  beaks  or  pikes  of  their  shoes  so  long,  that 
k  encumbered  them  in  their  walkins,  and  they 
were  forced  to  tie  tliem  up  to  £eir  knees. 
The  gentlemen  did  it  with  cnains  of  silver,  or 
silver  gilt;  and  those  who  could  not  atford  to 
be  at  that  charti;e,  with  silk  laces.  This  ridi- 
culous fiuhion  had  been  in  some  measure  used 
ever  since  Rich.  II/s  time;  but  these  enor- 
mous pikes  were  now,  by  act  of  parliament, 
Gurtailed  to  two  inches,  under  a  penalty  both 
to  the  shoemaker  and  the  wearer. 

likewise,  during  one  of  th€»e  sessions  of 
pari,  a  eonvocation  met  at  London,  in  which 
the  dei^  very  willingly  gave  a  10th  to  the 
crown,  m  acknowledgment  for  an  extensive 
shatter  lately  granted  them.  And  here,  a 
complaint  bemg  mode  of  the  violation  of  sanc- 
tnanes,  the  utmost  censures  of  the  church 
were  decreed  against  those  wlio  should  drag 
fuay  persons  out  of  churches,  or  other  jirivi- 
Ie(%ed  places,  and  carry  them  to  prison. 
There  was  also  a  oonsticotion  passed^  for  the 
regulation  of  the  clercy's  hnbits. 

A  FaH.  caiUd.]  In  1467,  a  pari,  was  sum- 
moned, hy  writs  dated  at  Westminster,  the 
S8cfa  of  Feb.  tOTOcet  at  the  same  place,  on 
the  Srd  of  June  following.  In  the  presence  of 
the  king,  sitting  on  the  throne,  in  the  Painted 
Chamber  of  the  palace  of  Westminster,  and 
ef  the  lords  and  common**,  Wm.  bp.  of  Lin« 
eoln,  in  the  absence  of  George  abp.  of  York^ 
cimnceilor  of  England,  by  lhe\ini^s  command, 
declared  the  cause  of  the  suUimons;  after 
which,  he  ordered  the  commons  to  choose 
their  Speaker,  and  present  him  as  usual.  Ac- 
cordingly, sir  John  Say,  knight,  was  presented, 
and  accepted  by  the  king. 

The  Kin^s  Speech.]  After  which,  the  King, 
with  Iiis  own  mouth,  made  the  following  ora- 
tion to  the  coupons. 

^  John  Say,  and  ye  sirs  como  to  thk  my 
court  of  pari,  for  the  commons  of  this  my 
realm :  the  cause  why  I  have  cald  and  sum- 
moned this.niy  present  pari,  is^  that  I  purpose 
to  live  upon  mine  orvn,  and  not  oo  charge  my 
sal:9ecls  but  in  great  and  urgent  causes,  con- 
cermng  more  the  weale  of  themselves,  and 
also  the  defence  of  them  and  of  this  my 
reahne,  rather  than  mine  ownc  pleasure,  as 
hdltttofore  by  commons  of  this  lana  hath  beene 
d#ne,  and  boru'e  unto  my  progenitors  in  time 
of -nc«d;  vrherein  I  trust  that  yee,  sirs,  and  all 
thffif  commons  of  this  my  land  will  be  as  tender 
and  kiacie  unto  mo  in  such  cases  as  heretofore 
adycottunons  have  been  to  any  of  my  progenia 
%0m§.  And  l»r  the  good  will,  kindness,  and 
tnie  beans  ld»at'^«e  boNi'-borAe^  continued^ 


and  shewed  to  me  at  all  times  heretofore,  I 
chanke  you  as  heartily  as  i  can :  also  I  trust 
yee  will  continue  in  time  coming ;  for  which^ 
by  the  grnce  of  God,  I  shall  be  to  yuu  as  good 
and  gracious  a  king,  and  reigne  as  righteously 
upon  you,  as  ever  did  any  of  my  progenitors 
upon  commons  of  this  my  reahoe  in  duyes 
past,  and  bhall  also  in  time  oi  need  apply  my 
person  for  the  weale  and  defence  of  you,  ana 
of  this  my  reahne,  not  sparing  ray  body  nor 
lif«t  for  any  jeopardy  that  might  happen  to  the 
same.** 

An  act  of  Resumption  was  parsed,  the  samo 
in  eifect  as  the  last  pari. ;  also  another,  that 
the  kinv  should  for  ever  enjoy  all  such  heredi- 
tangents  as  Ilicli.  duke  of  York  possessed  oa 
the  30th  Dec.  39  Ucn.  VI.  any  grant  to  tho 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Rd.  Welles,  lord 
Willoughby,  son  and  heir  of  Leonard  Welles^ 
lord  Willoughby,  was  restored  in  blood  to  thd 
said  lord  Leonard,  and  to  ail  his  herediti^ 
ments,  notwithstanding  the  atlaiuder  made 
agaiiUit  the  said  Leonard,  1  Edw.  IV^  As  waft 
also  sir  Tho.  Trpsham,  and  his  attainder  made 
void.  These  were  all  the  transactions  of  th* 
1st  session  of  this  pari. ;  for,  on  the  5th  day 
of  July,  Robert  J5tiUington,  bp.  of  Bath  and 
Wells^  then  chancellor,  in  the  presence  of  the 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  first  answered  cer- 
taim  petitions  tiova.  the  lower  house,  aiKi  then 
thanked  them,  in  the  king's  name,  for  the  sta- 
tute of  Resumption ;  assuring  tliem,  that  th^ 
king  had  provided  forOahus;  had  taken  th6 
hkc  care  hr  Ireland. and  Wales;  and  further^ 
that  his  maj.  desired  there  miglit  bf  a  due  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws.  After  which,  by  tho 
king's  command,  he  prorogued  the  pari,  to  the 
6th  of  Nov.  next  rnsuinsr,  at  Reading.  And 
h*om  thenee  the  said  chancellor  again  pro* 
rogued  this  pari,  by  the  king*s  command,  from 
tlie  said  6th  of  Nov.  to  the  6rfi  day  of  May,^ 
1468,  at  Reading  aforesaid.  But  they  did  not 
sit  at  that  place ;  for  tlie  chancellor,  ar  their 
next  meeting,  adjounied  them  from  the  6th  of. 
May,  to  the  I2lb  of  the  same  month,  at 
Westminster.  '  ' 

These  frequent  prorogations  were  owing  t© 
the  unquietncss  of  the  times,  which  were  far 
from  being  settled  as  yet;  but,  at  this  last  ad- 
joununent,  the  pari,  sat  to  transact  business. 
For,  five  days  after  this  meetii»g,  the  king  sent 
for  the  ccmiinons  into  the  house  of  lords,  wberi 
the  chancellor,  by  his  commaitd,  spoke  to  tha 
whole  body,  to  this  effect: — **  Ut,  he  began 
wrth  justice,  and  instanced  tlic  good  eflfects  of. 
tlie  same.  He  next  declared,  that  the  3-  estates 
comprehended  the  govt,  of  tliis  land ;  the  pr^ 
eminence  whereof  v.as  due  to  the  king,  at 
chief;  the  2nd  to  the  bps.  and  lords,  and  the 
Srd  to  the  commons.  He  then  put  them  in 
mind  in  what  poor  estate  the  king  found  ther 
crown;  despoiled  of  tlie  due  inheritance; 
wasted  in  its  treasures ;  the  laws  wrecked ; 
and  the  whole,  by  the  usurpation,  in  a  manoer 
subverted.  Add  to  this,  the  loss  of  the  crown 
of  France,  die  duchies  of  Normandy,  Gas- 
coigny^  aod  Ouioiac^  the  uxcient  patrimony 
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©f  the  crovrn  of  Ens^land  lost  also:  and  further, 
he  found  it  involved  in  a  war  witli  Denmark, 
Spain,  Scotland,  Britiiiny,  and  other  parts,  and 
even  wiih  their  old  enemy  of  France.  Then 
descending,  he  told  them,  tliut  the  king  had 
appeased  all  tumults  within  the  realm;  and 
planted  such  inwaiti  peace,  that  law  and  jus- 
tice might  be  extended.  That  the  king;  had 
made  peace  with  Scotland ;  that  tiie  lord  Win- 
ters was  negociating  a  league  with  Spain  and 
Dcnmai'k,  so  as  to  open  a  free  commerce  with 
thobe  countries.  But,  what  was  still  the 
creatcst,  he  had  allied  himself  to  the  dukes  of 
Burgundy  and  Biitaioy,   two  most  powerfal 

rriuccs,  lu  such  sort,  as  they .  had  given  the 
ing  the  strongest  assurance  of  actmg  vigor- 
ously against  France,  for  the  recovering  of  that 
iin<»tlom,  tind  i)ther  the  king's  patrimonies;  of 
which,  since  they  made  little  doubt,  the  king 
thougiit  proper  uot  to  omit  such  an  opportu* 
nity,  and  such  a  one  us  never  happened  be- 
fore. And,  that  his  maj.  might  see  tliis  king- 
«lom  as  glorious  as  any  of  his  predecessors 
^idy  he  was  ready  to  adventure  his  own  per- 
mm  m  so  just  a  causjc.  totly,  lie  told  them, 
that  the  king  had  called  this  pari,  to  make 
ibem  acquaintc>-d  with  these  matters,  and  to 
licsire  tlieiF  advice  and  assistance.'' 
.  A  Sub$idj/  /^ranted.]  The  answer  the  com- 
mons mode  to  this  baraogue,  was  immediately 
t»>  grant  a  lai^e  subsidy  of  two  lOths  and  two 
15ths,  to  bekvicd  on  the  laity,  reserving  only 
3!|,000l.  to  be  deducted  out  of  it,  for  the  rehcf 
itf  poor  decayed  towns.  The  senate  having 
thus  liberaUy  contributed  to  the  supplies  of 
the  state^  the  next  thing  tliey  went  upon  was 
to  cuntirm,  by  their  authority,  the  kmg's  pa- 
rents ^nted  to  his  new  qiicon  J'li/Abeth,  for 
establishing  her  dower.  That  the  part  of  the 
said  dower,  assigned  to  her  by  letters  patents 
under  the  seal  of  the  duchy  of  I^ncaster, 
^uld  be  valid,  though  there  be  no  livery  and 
teisinof  the  same;  and  that  the  Cfucen  might 
ptrsoually  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  her  own 
name;  to  which  are  added  the  names  of  the 
several  manors,  and  other  hereditaments,  as- 
•igited  to  her  majesty,  in  the  duchy  of  Lancas- 
ter and  elsewherp,  under  the  great  seal,  which 
were  all  confirmed  by  pari. — ^In  consideration 
qf  J0,000l.  paid  in  part  ({{  a  greater  sum,  due 
hy  tlic  king  to  Charles  duke  of  Burgundy,  on 
|he  marriage  between  the  said  duke  and  the 
princeja  Margaret,  the  king's  sister,  by  the 
inayoc  and  company  of  the  Staple  of  Calais; 
|hc  kiug,  by  lette?*  patent^  granted,  that  tliey 
?hould,  be  repaid  Qut  of  the  subsidy  on  wools ; 
which  letters  patents  were,  by  common  as- 
»ent,  confirmed. 

IVJany  good  laws  were  made  in  this  park  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  woollen  manufacto- 
ries, he,  <br  the  titles  of  which  we  refer  to  the 
list  of  acts  ^t  the  end  of  this  reigo.  One  thing 
in  the  Abriilgment  of  the  liecords  is  remark- 
able enough :  "  that  a  bill  was  brought  in  this 
pari,  whereby  all  such  as  should  rob  any  church 
of  any  pax,  cope,  granel,  mns^  book,  or  any 
Other  triukt^,"  (\Tfhefgof,  «ays.  Wi9-  Prynnc, 


the  whole  rabble  is  named)  "  shall  be  deemed 
a  traitor,  and  be  burned  for  the  saine ;  and 
that  all  such  persons  shall  be  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  their  clergy;  that  an'  appeal  for  re»» 
titution  may  also  lie,  and  that  all  justices  o£ 

f)eacc  may  enquire  of  the  same."  The  pub- 
islier  remarks,  that  by  the  preamble  to  these 
motions,  it  ^ceins  tliat  this  bill  was  made 
against  the  liollards ;  but  the  king's  answer  to 
it  was,  Le  roi  i'aviscra, 

Edw,  forced  to  Uuve  the  kingdom,  and 
Hen.  VI.  restored,"]  The  civil  wars,  which 
had  been  carried  on  so  long  and  with  tucb 
fury  by  both  parties,  were  not  yet  at  an  end; 
for,  soon  after  the  dissolution  of  this  pari. 
Edw.  was  obliged,  for  his  own  safcty^to  leave  the 
kingdom.  This  happened  in  1470;  and,  in  the 
month  of  Oct.  this  year,  the  earl  of  Warwick 
released  king  lienry  from  his  iroprisonraent^ 
and  he  was  once  more  restored  to  the  EnglisJi 
crown.  However,  we  find  that  writs  of-  sum* 
nkons,  went  out  iu  £dw.'s  name,  dated  at 
Wesumobter,  Aug.  10,  for  a  pari,  to  vat^t  at 
York,  Sept.  2'2,  following.  But^  a  st4>p  waa 
put  to  this  meeting  by  other  wr\ts,  dated 
Sept.  7,  the  same  year;  and  the  reason- of 
tlie  prohibition  is  gi%'en  ia  the  body  of  the  in- 
strument to  be,  "  because  the  king  was  cer- 
tainly iuformed  tha^  rebels,  eneniies  at  home, 
und  foreign  enemies,  both  from  France  and 
Scotland,  had  entered  this  kingdom  in  a  boft- 
tile  manner,  and  with  armed  force  had  actuaihf 
invaded  it,  &c." 

A  Pari.  caUed.]  Historians  inibrm  us  that 
after  the  great  carl  of  >Varwick  had  ^  raised 
Henry  firom  a  prison  to  a  throne,  from  whence 
he  was  called,.**  The  setter  up  and  puller  down 
of  kings,"  a  .pari,  was  called  to  meet  at  West- 
minster,  Nov.  26,  1470,  whereia  nothing  waa 
denied  which  the  prevailing  party  thought  fit 
to  authorize.  For  here  Edw.  was  declared  a 
traitor  to  his  couatry;  an  usurper  of  the 
crown  ;  and  had  all  his  goods  confiscated; 
the  like  judgment  passed  against,  his  brothex 
Rd.  duke  of  Gloucester,  and  all  his  adhe- 
rents ;  of  whom,  John  Tiptoft  earl  of  Wor- 
cester, lord  high  constable  of  }<j[ig)and,  and 
lord  deputy  of  Ireland,  was  beheaded.  All 
the  statutes  made  by  Edw.  were  revoked ;  all 
the  attainders,  against  the  earls  of  Oxford, 
Pembroke,  and  many  other%  reversed;  the 
crowns  of  England  and  France,  entailed  ot^ 
Henry  and  his  heirs  male;  and,  for  wapt  of 
such,  unto  George  duke  of  Clarence  and  hia 
male  issue,  and  he  was  declared  immediate 
heir  to  hi«  fatlier  Rd.  duke  of  York.  Lastly,, 
the  carl  of  Warwick,  was  made  Protcctoc  oik 
tlie  kingdom,  and  Clarence  his  soiHin*law 
joined  in  coramissiMi  with  him.  We  have 
been  more  careful  to  collect  what  bi£tori«ias 
have  Icfl  us  concerning  the  proceedings  o£ 
this  pari,  since  there  is  not  one  .word  of  all 
tliis  matter  on  record.  RrobabW>  if  the^e 
pro()eed)ngs  were  entered  on  the  RoUi^  ^v^ 
who  soon  aiVer  was  restored,  caused  them -tm 
be  erased  and  abrogated.  Dugdale»  indeed^ 
has.  given  us  the  minmoBS  to  tt^is  yaot*  tkii 
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date  of  which  is  49  Hen.  VI,  [9  &  10  regis 
£dw.  I\^.]  wherein  the  first  writ  to  the  peers 
is  directed  po  Henry's  most  dear  cousin  (Jeorge 
duke  of  Clai-ence,  who  had  then  revolted  from 
fais  own  family  ;  but  there  is  np  mention  at  ail 
of  it  in  the  Abri4gment  of  the  Records. 

JEdu).  vestored,  and  Henrys  death. "[  How- 
ever, this  dream  of  regal  power  in  Henry 
lasted  but  a  small  time  ;  for  the  fugitive  Edw. 
having  gained  some  aids  from  his  brother-in- 
law,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  being  pro- 
mised more  in  JElngland,  landed  at  Ravens- 
burg  in  Yorkshire.  At  his  first  arrival,  he 
seemed  to  lay  aside  his  claim  to  tlie  crown ; 
pretending  only  to  his  rights  as  duke  of  York ; 
out,  having  possessed  himself  of  that  city,  and 
got  his  friends  about  him,  he  soon  threw  off 
tliat  mask,  aad  marching  forward,  with*  a  now 
powerful  armvy  was  met  and  joined  by  liis 
brother  tlie  duke  of  Clarence,  with  a  very 
considerable  reinforcement.  £dw.  being  now 
strong  enough  to  icope  with  his  enemy  the 
earl  of  Warwick,  marched  on  directly  tor 
London;  and  at  his  approach  the  citizens 
opened  their  gates  to  him ;  die  earl  of  War- 
wick was  not  there,  but  Henry  fell  once  more 
into  his  enemies  hands.  The  earl,  however, 
was  advancing  towards  London,  with  a  power- 
ful army,  agamst  whom  the  warlike  Edw.  op- 
posed himself;  and,  at  ](3arnet  their  armies 
meeting,  a  dreadful  battle  ensued ;  where,  at 
£rst,  VVarwick's  good  fortune  in  war  gave  turn 
great  hopes  of  a  complea(  victory  ;  but,  by  a 
latal  mistake  amongst  his  own  men,  the  day 
was  changed,  and  Edw.  was  victorious,  writh 
the  drath  of  the  earl  of  Warwick,  and  the 
man^tiis  of  Montacute  his  brother;  10,000 
Coghsfamen  more  falling,  on  both  sides,  at 
that  batde.  In  a  few  weeks  after  this,  ano^ 
thcr  battle  was  fought  at  Tewkesbury,  be- 
tJiveen  king  Edw.  and  the  mardal  queen  Mar- 
garet, where  die  heroine  was  also  defeated; 
ner  son  prince  Edw.  made  a  prisoner  and  dc- 
atroyed ;  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  with  her 
taken  or  slain,  and  her  whole  army  cut  to 
pieces.  This  victory  was  soon  after  followed 
by  the  death  of  the  pious  Henry;  said  to  have 
been  murdered  in  the  Tower,  by  the  hands  of 
Kd.  duke  of  Gloucester,  king  Eaw.*s  brother. 

A  Varl.  called.]  It  was  not  till  1472  that 
we  meet  widi  any  more  parliaments;  when 
writs  of  sunmions  were  issued  out,  dated  at 
Westminster  the  ninth  of  Aulg.  for  a  pari,  to 
meet  at  die  same  place  on  the  6th  of  October. 
The  following  is  a  List  of  the 

Peers  summoned  to  this  Parliament. 
Rd.  d.  of  Gloucester  John  e.  of  Shrewsbury 
John  duke  of  Norfolk  John  earl  of  Wiltshire 
John  duke  of  Suffolk  Ralph  lord  Greystock 
Wm.  earl  of  Arundele  Thomas  lord.  Scroop 
Henry  earl  of  Essex  of  Mashani 

£dmund  earl  of  Kent  John  lord  Beauchamp 
Ralph  earl  of  West-    John  lord  Audlcy 

moreland  Edward    Nevile    lord 

Henry  earl  of  North-        Bergavenny 

nmberland  Reginald    lord  Grey, 

Aotlumy  earl  Ryvcrs         of  Wilton 


John  lord  Strange  John  Broke  1.  Cobliam 

Henry  lord  Grey  Walter    Blount    lord 

John  loi-d  Howard  Mountjoy 

Richard  lord  West  Wm.  lord  Stourton 

Walter  Dcvereux  lord    John  liourghcliier  Id. 

Ferrers  Berncrs 

Rd.l.Scroop,of Bolton    Fulk  Bourghchier  Id, 
Ralph    Boteler    lord        Fit?.  Waryri 

Sudley  John  Sutton  1.  Dudley 

Thomas  lord  Lumley  Wm.  lord  IIa>itings 
Thomas  lord  Stanley  Wm.  lord  Berkeley 
Rd.  Fenys  lord  Dacre    John  lord  Dynham 

Tliis  pari,  being  afsanblcd  before  the  king 
in  the  Painted  Chamber,  Robert,  bp.  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  then  chancellor,  opened  the  cause 
of  their  meeUng;  after  which  he  directed  die 
commons  to  choose  and  present  their  Speaker: 
and  Wm.  AUington,  esq.  was  chosen,  present- 
ed, and  accepted  by  the  king  for  that  purpose. 

A  Supply  granted.]  The  first  thing  the 
commons  went  upon  was  the  Supply';  aini 
14,000  archers  were  voted  to  ser\e  the  king  at 
their  costs  for  one  year ;  the  same  to  be  levied 
according  to  a  propordon  out  of  all  lands  and 
tenements.  The  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
did  also  tax  themselves,  by  way  of  grant  unto 
the  kinjj,  towaHs  furnishing  the  forces  afoivi- 
said,  the  tenth  of  one  whole  year's  revenue  of 
all  and  singular  their  lands  and  possessions. — 
The  commons  then,  by  a  long  Protestation  de- 
livered to  the  king  and  lords,  required  that  the 
statutes  made  agjiinst  riots,  maintenancies,  op- 
pressions, and  for  regulating  labourers,  may  be 
executed.  And  the  same  day,  Nov.  30di,  tho 
bp.  of  Rochester,  by  the  king's  command,  re- 
turned thanks  to  the  commons  for  their  grant, 
and  prorogued  the  pari,  from  the  same  day  to 
the  8th  of  Feb.  1473,  next  ensuing,  at  Wcst- 
n\inster. 

At  this  session  the  king's  letters  patents  for 
creating  Edward,  his  first  begotten  son,  prince 
of  Wales  and  carl  of  Chester,  were  confirmed 
by  Pari.;  likewise  the  king's  letters  patents 
ior  granung  and  delivering  to  the  young  princa 
the  hereditaments  and  odier  appurtenance* 
belongint:  to  the  said  principality  and  to  tha 
duchy  of  Cornwall,  was,  by  the  same  author 
rity,  confirmed. — ^Next  follow  several  acts  of 
mercy  in  reversing  the  attainders  of  divers  per- 
sons. 

This  pari,  continued  sitdng  till  the  Cth  day 
of  April,  when  the  commons  graiited  the  king 
one  10th  and  one  15th,  resci-vin^  out  of  it 
60001.  to  be  distributed  to  certain  decayed 
towns.  And,  it  was  ordained  diat  the  money 
arising  from  the  lOths  given  by  the  lords  in  the 
first  segsion  of  this  pari,  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer  ol  England.  Also  in  consi- 
deration of  28,0001.  due  by  the  king  to  the 
mayor  and  merchants  of  the  staple  at  Calais, 
the  king  by  a  long  act  granted  to  them  a  ISdi, 
in  hke  manner  as  in  the  pari,  of  the  Tlh  of 
Edw.  IV.— On  the  8th  of  April  aforesaid,  die 
chtncellor,  after  giving  thaincs  to  the  commons 
for  the  Subsidy,  by  the  king's  command  pro- 
rogued the  pari,  to  the  6th  of  Oct.  followiuff. 
But  before  they  parted  it  w^s  agreed  and  or- 
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dmined,  "  Tlial  die  king,  on  any  urgent  occa- 
aion  which  required  their  attendance,  might 
culi  ai)d  rtmssemble  the  said  pari,  ginng  only, 
by  proclamation,  ^0  days  notice." 

On  the  6th  of  Oct.  tbis  pari,  met  again,  and 
continued  bitting  from  day  to  day,  to  the  13th 
of  J>ec.  following.  During  which  time  some 
more  Attiiinderswere  reversed;  and  a  suit,  or 
contention  at  law,  wai  terminated  between  the 
kiu^  with  the  English  merchants,  of  one  side, 
and  the  merchants  of  the  IIans>towns,  in  CJer- 
many,  or  the  Stilliards,  on  the  otlicr  party,  and 
ft  free  intercourse  between  these  countries  and 
Bierdiants  was  settled  for  ever.  The  king  also 
oonhriued  to  the  said  foreign  merclmuts,  of  the 
Stilliards,  their  old  liberties,  granted  to  all  fo- 
reign merchants,  of  every  country  by  name,  by 
Edw.  I.  but  aftenvai*ds  particularly  to  these 
merchants  of  the  Stiltiards,  by  Edw.  II.  where- 
in is  to  be  noted  the  customs  they  were  then 
rated  at,  and  the  king*s  grant  not  to  raise  the 
same,  all  which  was  confirmed  by  tins  pari. 

A  new  Act  of  Kewmpti^n.'X  A  new  Act  of 
Resumption  was  also  made,  whereby  the  king 
took  into  his  hands  all  the  hereditaments  of  the 
crown,  with  the  duchies  of  Lancaster  and  York, 
from  the  feast  of  st.  Thomas  in  the  year  1473, 
and  of  which  the  king  was  seized  March  4th, 
anno  i-egni  1.  or  what  came  into  the  king's 
bands  since,  by  attainder  or  otherwise.  And  a 
special  con^nission  was  given  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  for  assuring  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  of  the  king's  debts  granted  out 
of  the  said  duchy,  under  the  seal  of  that  office. 
In  this  is  a  number  of  provisions,  particularly 
one,  that  the  same  should  not  prejudice  the 
corporation,  union,  and  annexation  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancaster  and  county,  palatine,  nor 
the  officers  nor  tenants  of  those  districts.  Se- 
veral provisions  wore  also  made  to  particular 
pcopk,  by  name,  in  this  commission  ;  amongst 
vhich,  says  Cotton,  we  must  not  forget  one 

Erovision,  for  mother  Cobb,  midwife  to  Kliza- 
eth,  the  king's  best  beloved  wife,  and  queen 
of  England. 

On  the  13th  of  Dec.  the  l>p.  of  Durham, 
then  chancellor  of  England,  after  giving  tlianks, 
on  the  king's  behalf  and  by  his  conmiand,  to 
the  three  estates,  prorogued  this  pari,  once 
moTt  to  the  20th  of  Jan.  1474.— We  learn 
that  this  pari,  again  asscnibled  on  the  day 
aforesaid,  and  continued  fo  sit  till  the  1st  of 
Feb.  when  the  said  bp.  of  Durham,  as  chan- 
cellor, called  the  commons  before  the  king  and 
told  them,  "  that  tliey  uere  then  assembled  to 
consult  which  way  this  king  migl»t  proceed  in 
the  wars ;  but,  because  his  moil  had  yet  heard 
notlnng  from  his  brother  tlie  duke  of*  Burgundy, 
relating  to  that  a{!air,  whereon  much  depend- 
ed ;  it  was  the  king's  command  tliat  this  pari, 
should  be  prorogued  to  the  9th  of  May  en- 
suing." 

At  the  time  appoiated  by  the  last  proroga- 
tion this  same  pari;  met  agnui  at  Westminster; 
and  now,  by  the  conunon  consent,  the  king 
granted  to  hifs  brother  George  duke  of  Cla^ 
rcuce  and  Isabel  his  wife,  and  to  liis  other 


brother  Rd.  duke  of  Gloucester  and  Ann  hi^ 
wife,  daughter  and  heir  to  Rd.  Neville,  late 
earl  of  Warwick,  and  daughters  and  heirs  ap- 
parent to  Ann  countess  of  Warwick,"  that 
they  shall  enjoy  to  them,  and  the  heirs  of  their 
said  wives,  all  the  hereditan^nts  belonging  to 
the  said  Ann,  in  such  wise  as  if  the  said  Aan 
was  naturally  dead ;  and  that  their  said  wives 
should  be  of'^  blood  to  the  said  Ann  and  enjoy 
aH  beneHts  accordingly,  she  being  for  ever 
barred  from  claiming  the  same.  Also  that 
both  tlie  said  dukes  and  likewise  their  wives, 
and  the  lieirs  of  both,  may  make  partition  of 
the  premises  to  stand  good  in  law ;  and  that 
the  said  duHes  or  either  of  them,  overliving  his 
wife,  shall  during  his  Ufe  enjoy  her  property. 
That  all  alienations,  discontinuances,  cnarge« 
and  incumbrances,  suffered  by  either  of  the 
said  dukes  or  their  wives,  to  debar  the  other  of 
the  said  pur-parties,  shall  be  utterly  void.. 
Moreover,  that  if  the  said  duke  of  Gloucester 
be  at  any  time  hereafter  divorced  from  the  said 
Ann  his  wife,  and  suffer  any  such  incumbrance 
as  above,  that  it  shall  be  void.  And  fiurther^ 
tliat  if  the  said  duke  Rd.  opon  snch  divorce^ 
doth  his  uttermost  to  be  reconciled,  during  his 
wife's  life,  that  then  after  tlie  death  of  his  scud 
wife,  he  sliall  enjoy  her  purparty." — The  eflPect 
of  the  grant  inaidc  to  the  mayor  and  compuany 
of  the  staple  at  Calais,  13  Edw.  IV.  was  in  a 
manner  recited ;  and  it  was  further  enacted, 
"  That  the  said  mayor,  during  the  term  there 
mentioned^  shall  pay  1000  marki  for  the  fees 
and  rewanis  of  tne  king*s  ju<^;e89  Serjeants, 
and  attomies." 

This  session  only  continued  to  the  S8th  of 
May,  when  the  bp.  of  Lincoln,  as  chanceUoi^ 
prorogued  the  nari.  to  the  6di  of  June  next 
ensning.  At  which  time,  besides  reversiog  the' 
attainoers  of  a  few  more  gentlemen,  and  some 
other  acts  on  private  amirs,  a  subsidy  was 
granted  by  the  commons  to  the  king  of  ono 
10th  and  one  15th ;  also  51,1171.  4s.  7|d.  as 
full  payment  for  the  wages  of  14,000  arohers 
grantecl  before ;  -  and  for  the  raising  of  this, 
every  county,  city,  and  t6wn  was  severally 
taxed.  And  on  July  18th,  die  aforesaid  chan« 
cellor,  by  the  king's  command,  prorogued  the 
pari,  to  the  23a  of  Feb.  next  ensoing,  at 
Westminster. 

Tliis  pari,  being  again  assembled,  on  the 
23rd  of  Feb.  1475,  an  ordinance  was  immedi- 
ately made  by  them  for  the  speedy  levying  the 
10th,  on  all  revenues  granted  in  the  ISth  of 
this  reign.  The  whole  business  of  tJiis  scssioiv 
seems,  by  the  Records,  tp  be  taken  up  with 
Attainders,  and  revoking  Attainders,  Grants  of 
forfeited  Estates,  &c.  the  fatal  consequences  of 
civil  wars.  However,  we  fmd  in  the  Statute 
Books  several  acts,  made  for  the  pnblic  good^ 
in  the  different  sessions  of  this  long  pari,  to 
which  we  must  also  refer.  Before  its  dissolu* 
tion,  the  commons  made  another  grant  to  the 
khag  of  one  10th,  and  one  15th,  with  a  third  of 
each  of  than.  Which  nant  being  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  lords,  uie  id.  chi^c.  on  the 
14th  day  of  March,  by  tke  king's  coinman^ 
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fiUumd  thinks  to  the  difee  ettatat^  ftod  dit^ 
•ohr^  d^  pariiftmeiit. 

W«  have  not  in  the  coant  of  thtte  enqiii^ 
rieiy  hitherto,  met  with  «  pari,  of  so  long  a 
Ihnration;  they  having  sat,  with  the  sevtrai 
pfoffosations,  near  two  years  and  a  half.  Duv* 
tag  which  *^  the  History  of  CroyUnd''  takes 
notice,  that  no  less  than  three  several  lord 
ohaacellors  presided.  ^  The  first,"  adds  thai- 
anthority,  ^  was  Rt.  (Stilltngton)  bp.  of  Bath» 
who  did  nothing  hat  by  the  advice  of  his  disci- 
ple John  (Alcock)  bp.  of  Worcester;  the  ncit 
was  Lawrence  (Boodie)  bp.  of  Duchaoiy  who 
tired  himself  with  doing  jost  nothing  at  all; 
and  the  thhrd  was  Thos.  (Rotheram)  bp.  of 
Lmcolay  who  did  all,  and  brought  every  thing 
to  a  happy  conclusion." 

Bot,  the  nation  Was  no  ways  pleased  with 
this  piece  of  pageantry ;  the  money  which  had 
been  squecxed,  as  it  were  out  of  every  one's 
parses,  was  given  and  granted  for  a  quite  di^ 
ferent  purpose  than  to  be  spent  in  a  pompous 
parade.  A  war  with  France,  on  the  old  quarrel, 
was  what  all  wished  for ;  and  it  was  with  great 
<lifficalw  that  Edward  prevented  his  chief  mi- 
Bisters  from  being  called  to  an  accimnt,  at  his 
4«tani ;  being  grestly  suspected  that  they  had 
been  touched  with  French  gold,  in  .order  to 
advise  him  to  consent  to  a  peace.  An  histo- 
nan  remarks,  **  that  surely  there  is  some  in- 
born malice  ranconring  in  the  genius  of  our 
nation  against  the  French ;  the  SuLon  govern- 
ment having  once  received  a  final  overthrow 
froov  them,  m  the  conquest  of  duke  William. 
Or  else,  it  woald  be  a  wonder  why  the-Eu^h 
were  never  sparing  of  their  lives  qr  treasure, 
when  any  war  was  to  be  advanced  hgainst  the 
Prench.  « 

The  king  was  in  his  nature  so  liberal  to 
those  who  had  any  ways  befriended  him,  that 
he  soon  got  quit  of  all  the  treasure  that  was 
left  after  his  French  expedition.  And,  know* 
ing  well  the  fickleness  of  the  nation ;  how 
pionc  they  were  to  raise  insurrections,  and 
kov  fond  of  novelties,  he  dinrst  not  call  a 
part  to  lay  on  any  new  subsidy,  bnt  took 
other  very  different  vrays  to  restore  his  trea- 
sury. Under  the  force  of  a  statute,  whidi  had 
been  passed  in  pari,  he  first  took  into  his  o^a 
hands  all  the  revennes  of  the  crown. 

A  Pari,  caiied:]  It  was.not  till  near  S  years 
after  the  last  pari,  was  dissolved,  that  we  meet 
with  any  account  of  another ;  but  no  writs  of 
summons  arc  given  to  it,  either  in  Dugdalc  or 
Cotton.  The  last  authority,  however,  mezv> 
tions  the  proceedings  of  a  pari,  held  a  West^ 
aainster,  on  the  Idth  of  Jan.  1477,  in  the  17th 
of  Bcfw.  IV. ;  and  our  Statute  Books,  by  a  re- 
jcitar  of  several  acts  there  made,  confirm  itw-^- 
JLt  the  time  appointed,  the  pari,  met  at  West- 
WDiter ;  when  Thos.  Rotheram,  bp.  of  lin- 
ootn^  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  lords,  and 
coauaoni,  in  the  Fainted  Chamber,  declared 
the  cause  of  the  summons,  under  this  text, 
**  Dominus  regit  me,  et  nihil  mihi  deerit.^ 
Vpon  which  he  largely  treated  <<  of  the  obe^ 
^ience  wliich  subiectB  owe  to  their  prince; 
Vot.l. 


mi  8he#acL  by  ttaay  tnuiipliSy  out  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaseut,  what  grievous  plague* 
had  happeAed  to  the  rebellious  and  disob^ 
dient;  particnlariiing  that  aaying  of  St.  Paul, 
^  Noa  sina  causa  rex  gladium  portat.^  He 
added,  that  the  nuyesty  of  the  King  was  up* 
held  by  the  hand  and  counsel  of  Cod,  by  which 
he  was  advanced  to  the  throiie  of  bis  ances* 
toffs.^  And  concluded  with  obsenang,  *'  that 
under  the  person  of  the  king,  with  the  persons 
of  the  bps.  and  lordb,  and  under  those  of  tha 
commons,  *  si  domiaas  regit  me  nihil  mihi 
decrit,  tad  in  loco  paseusi  iUos  collocabtt/ 
Then  he  directed  the  comiy>ns  to  choose 
their  Speaker  amongst  themselvas,  as  usual,  aad 
pretext  him  to  the  king,  who  next  day  pre* 
seated  Wm.  Allineton,  esq.  fiwr  that  office,  wba 
was  allowed  accoraingly.  • 

Several  taefui  ActM  paiaed,']  On  the  peti* 
tions  of  the  commons  some  usefol  acts  were 
made  this  pari,  among  which  are  these:  ^  Thai 
all  Irish  money  should  be  prohibited  in  this 
kingdom.  That  it  should  be  fidonjr  to  canj 
out  of  England  or  Wales  any  coin  of  thia 
realm,  or  any  plate,  bulli(Mi,  jeweb  of  ]gold  or 
silver,  without  the  king's  licence,  6lc  An  act 
against  unlawful  games,  such  as  are  there 
called  klosse,  half-bowle,  raylcs,  hand  in  hand, 
or  quechbord,  on  pain  of  2  yean  imprison- 
ment, and  forfeiture  of  M. ;  and  whosoever 
should  suffer  any  other  person  to  play  at  such 
games  in  his  heme  or  other  place,  shall  sufiisr 
S  years  imprisonment^  and  forfeit  901.  A  long 
act  for  r^^ulating  apparel,  wliich  had  then 
grown  to  a  very  groat  eatravagance.  An  act 
was  made  to  repMl  a  pari,  holden  0  Edw.  IV. 
(or  39  Henry  Vl.)  with  all  the  acts  tharsia 
made,  and  their  exemplifications.''  Lasdy^ 
Cotton  mentiona  an  act  to  oontmue  oaly  to 
the  next  pari.  '^  to  oblige  aU  Irishmen  bora,  or 
coming  o£  Irish  parents,  #ho  reside  m  Ea»- 
knd,  either  to  repair  and  remain  in  Irelanjl^ 
or  else  to  pay  yewly  a  certain  sum  there  rated^ 
for  the  defonce  of  the  same.^  Abo,  <<  thift 
an  ordinance  was  made  for  John  AtwiU,  • 
burgess  in  this  pari,  for  te  city  of  Esetei^ 
(who  had  been  condemned  in  the  exoheqoet^ 
on  8  several  informations,  at  the  suit  o^  ieba 
Taylor,  of  the  same  town)  to  have  as  many 
supersedeas  as  he  pleased,  ontil  his  oon^  to 
his  own  hon^.''  An  act  of  privOega  direcdr 
in  the  face  oh  the  other  coorts  of  J[Uitioa,  aat 
somewhat  exti^rdinary  at  that  tina.  Tba 
reader  may  ob^e  that  no  Sapfily  was  aithar 
asked  or  granted  this  paii^  same  ocbar  naca» 
sities  of  state  ra<)uirm^  dus  maelia|;  aftd  thb 
king  still  subnstu^  huneclf  oa  km  awn  a^ 
venues. 

AQuartelhetween  the  King  ami  $k$dUm^ 
Clarfnce.l  About  dus  tine  a  diaoord  wmm 
between  the  kmg  aad  his  hnnber,  Oanm 
dukaofClateiica,wlncb«fided  i>tbad<aii|> 
tion  of  tha  lattik  «<  It  waa  obaarvad,  site 
the  '  Histoiy  of  Croyiaad,'  that  tba\h# 
.  withifeew  lam^,kj  IHtle  aad  Iktla,  tmi^m 
king's  pr«WBce{1n  caaocil  bewo^> 
speakMi  word,  bm*  woald  ba  --^"«— *-^ 
J     «  F  •  " 
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tteCw  dl4nk  in  the  kxng'ft  pftkoe.    This  cokl- 
fi«^  ill  the  cktke  was  thoughc  by  man^r  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  general  resumptioii  of  crown 
lands ;  which  as  has  be^  Mid,  the  idng  bad 
practised ;  by  \vbicb  the  duke  had  lost  tM  no- 
ble lordship  of  Tuthunr,  and  .scvend  otfaar 
land*  which  iho  king  had  formerly  s^iven  hini. 
^dd-to  this,  that  on  the  dcadi  of  Charles 
duke'  of  9urp;undy,  Mary,  hi»  only  duutrhter 
and  heir,  ^y  Margaret,  king  Edward's  sister, 
svas  designed  by  her  mother  to  be  given  to 
Clarence,  liis  own  wile  being  newly  d^Ml;  bat 
the  king,  says  our  authority,  not  willing  his 
ungritetul  brother  «hould  c^ain  aiicb  a  fortune, 
impeded  the  utatch  so  much,   that  it  never 
toot^' place;  and'  tlie  young  lady  was  alter* 
«varc{-*^  married  to  the  emperor  of  Germany's 
son,  Maximilian.    The  duke's  anger  was  by 
dliirusage  mUch  more  raised  against  the  king; 
»nd  they  began  to  regard  one  another  with  no 
iirothei  ly  aspects.    Besides,  flatterers  and  tale- 
bearers,   wlio    always    haunt    the  courts  of 
princes,   by   carrying   and   repeating  stories, 
made  the  mutter  still  worse  bet\i'ecn   them. 
But  the  reason  of  tlie  duke's  imprisonment  is 
Kaid  to  he  tliis :  one  John  Stacey,  whom  our 
authov  calls  an  astronomer,  and  a  great  uecro- 
auuicor,  vvns  joined  in  confederacy  with  Tlio. 
•^Burdet,  t^.  one  of  the  duke's  servants;  and 
tliey  wero  accused  of  compassing  tlie  death  ^of 
jHidi.  lord  Bcnuchamp,  at  the  instigation  of 
'  -his  wife,  an  adulteress,  by  making  of  leaden 
.ijfEnnges,    and  otlier  things  to  that  pui^ose. 
Stacey  having  passed  a  severe  examination^  on 
tlie   oKcrctsing  this  chnnnable   art,  says    the 
judnk,  confessed  many  matters,  both  against 
liimseli*  an4  against  tlie  said.Bnrdct,  wiio  was 
^hemilpoh  taken  up.    They  were  both  tcied  in 
•WofitemnBter-Iiall,  at  the   bar  of  the  King's 
Jlench,  most  of*tl)e  lords  temporal  sittiut;  with 
tte-j*^^*  wiere  they  were  fbnnd  guilty,  and 
4iHidemned  to  «iifl«r  death  for  it.   Being  drawn 
X6  "fybum,  and  permitted  to  speak  what  thev 
^eaj$^,  Stucey  said  httie ;  but  Burdet,  with 
KrotttvboldnQss  and  nniAywoHxis,  declared  his 
jimoecftice>  and  ended  his  discourse  with  these 
^ords  of  Susanna,  <  Ecce  niorior,  cum  nihil 
faaraul'fecerim;'    The  next  day  the  duke  of 
ChtreiKX!  came  into  the  Council  Chamber  at 
Westminster,  and  brou^t  with  him  a  ikmous 
|ifviite,  of  the  onler  ol   MinHrets^  who   had 
laktfk^  Che  confession   and  declaration  afore- 
vaul,  and  repjtiated  it  to  the  lords  of  the  council, 
vhich/  as  SMp  as  he  had  done,  the  duke  with- 
4l»o«r^  iSclie  king  wusi  at  that  time  at  Wind- 
«dr  ;'9mdk  wheiffae  was  told  this  aliair,  he  fell 
4«to.A*  vehement  pasaton  at  hia  biHither;  and 
recollecting  in  his  mind  all  the  informations 
^hm  briri  >rdceived  agam^t  hbn,  he  summoned 
an-to  Appear  before  him  on  a  day  appointed, 
tar  thk  pance  at  Westm.  when  the  lord  mayor 
•ftsdnfedeanrn  of  London  were  present ;  andih^re 
<hc  l^tag,  with  his  own  monUi,  **  accused  titc 
'tUikii  ad'-  many  articles,   particularly  the  last 
oaeiittoncd-;  acs^ravatmg  it  vehemently  against 
•hhir,,and  oharghig  thetluke  ivith  stigmatising 
-ixm-a:^  fb^urobact  ta.  jUm:4bw«  ol*  tlic  land; 
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and  that  his  judges  and  juries  were  eqnaU^ 
unjust."  Upon  which  the  duke  was  sent  pn* 
soner  to  the  Tower,  iirom  which  imprisonment 
death  only  freed  him. 

'rktd,  ofClarenee  trird,]  What  foUowed 
in  the  noki  parL  adds  our  former  antlioriry^ 
<  mens  reliigiteuarrare ;'  since  it  was  a  melaa* 
choly  sight  to  see  such  discord  arise  between 
two  persons  so  near  akin  in  humanity;  for  no 
one  chai-ged  the  duke  but  the  king,  nor  no 
one  answered  the  king  but  the  duke.  Some^ 
liowever,  were  produced,  of  whom  it  was  much 
doubted,  ylNrther  they  came  as  accusers  of  the 
duke  or  evidences  for  hbn.  The  duke  an- 
swered all  objections  to  his  conduct  by  a  flat 
denial;  ofleriug,  if  it  might  be  graoted,  to  de- 
fend his  cause  by  combat.  *  Quid  multis  immo- 
rerf  Tlie  house  o4'  k»rds  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  evidence  against  the  dake  was  suthcieat ; 
and  therefore  proceeded  to  condemnation^  the 
sentence  of  whirh  was  pronounced  by  Ueovy 
duke  of  Buckingham,  for  that  time  made  load 
high  steward  of  England.  Execution,  how- 
ever, was  delayed,  till  the  Speaker  of  the  com- 
mons and  his  brethren  were  called  be^re  the 
other  hoiasc,.  when  a  rehearing  of  the  whoie 
matter  was  made  before  them.  The  conse- 
quence of  all  which  was,  that  the  duke  was 
put  to  death,  witliin  tlie  Tower  of  London,  in 
a  few  days ;  but  what  kbid  of  death  he  suf- 
fered is  unknown,  thou^  most  authors  agre# 
that  Ite  was  drowned  m  a  butt  of  malmsey 
wine, 

BUI  of  Attainder  against  the  d.  of  Claremce.] 
Habiugton,  the  particular  writer  of  tliis  king's 
liie,  has  not  only  laid  the  death  of  the  l)uke  of 
Clarence  to  tlie  evil  machinations  of  his  bro- 
ther Gloucester,  but  has  also  g^iven  us  the  sum 
and  subsuuice  of  the  Bill  of  Attainder  against 
him ;  which,  as  it  lays  the  matter  fully  opeb^ 
we  shall  give  in  liis  own  words :  <^  In  his  At- 
tainder, according  to  tiie  form,  are  crimes 
enough  to  nrakc  his  death  have  appearance  of 
justice,  the  execution  of  which  the  king  teem- 
ed rather  constrained  to,  than  to  have  sought. 
For  there  are  reckoned  up,  bow  the  duke  of 
Clarence  t(»  bring  the  present  govt  into  hatred 
\vith  the  people  and  thereby  die  present  state 
into  trouble,  had  not  only  in  his  speeches  fre* 
queiitly  laid  injustice  to  the  king's  charge  in 
attainting  Tho.  Burdet  falsely,  convict  of  many 
notorious  treasons ;  but  suborned  many  of  his 
servants  and  divers  others,  corrupted  with 
money,  to  divulge  the  like  seditious  discourses : 
That  be  Imd  spread  abroad  impious  rumours 
that  the  king  dealt  by  necromancy  ;  and  that, 
upoujotfence  against  such  of  his  subjects  whoa 
by  order  of  law  he  could  not  destroy,  he  wus 
accustomed  to  ud^c  tliem  away  by  poiaon< 
That  he  had  not  rested  thcue,  but  tliereby  lo 
advance  himself  to  tlie  kingdom^  and  for  ef'er 
to  disable  the  king  and  his  posterity  from  the 
crown,  he  had^  contrary  to^  truth,  nature  ami 
religion,  vipcr-iike  destroying  her  who  gave 
himliie,  published  that  the  king  was  a  ba&tard 
and  no  way  capable  to  reign :  that  to  mak& 
this  his  40  'monstrous  aiabiuoa  more  succps»- 
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fjdf  and  alf«Miy  to  begiA  his  usurpation,  he 
Vad  caused  mwiy  of  the  kuig's  su^ects  to  be 
svom  upoa  t^e  moat  hkssed  sftcniment  to  be 
true  to  him  and  his  heirs,  ^without  aoy  excep- 
^km  of  their  allegiance ;  after  which  90  solemn 
QathSy  he  discoYered  to  them  his  resolution  to 
cisht  hbnself  and  his  foUowers,  who  had  both 
<udercd  by  tiie  king's  violent  wresting  away 
their  estates;  and  in  particuhur  to  rovenge 
himself  upon  the  king,  who  (as  he  most  impi- 
ously and  falsely  suggested)  had  by  art-ma^ 
eontnved  to  consume  him  as  a  candle  cun- 
^meth  in  burning.  And  what  most  expressed 
the  treason  of  his  desieus,  that  he  had  got  out 
an  exemplification  under  ttie  great  seal  of  lien. 
Vi.  late  king ;  wherein  was  shewed  how  by  the 
pari,  it  was  eaacted,  that  if  the  saSd  Ueury 
and  £d\v.  his  son  should  die  without  issue- 
qmUc,  the  kingdom  should  descend  upon  i\\e 
duke  of  Clarence  ind  his  heirs;  whereby 
'  dearly  appeared  his  intention,  immediately  to 
possess  himself  of  the  crown,  with  destruction 
of  king  Edw.  and  his  children,  by  pretence  of 
a  general  election  of  the  commonwealth.  This 
was  the  sura  of  his  Attainder,  which  we  may 
well  belie%'e  had  not  so  easily  past  ^Hit  by  the 
king's  public  declaring  himself:  the  secret 
ivorkin^  of  the  duke  of  Gloucester ;  and  the 
passionate  urging  of  the  queen's  kimlred.  But 
this  attainder  hath  in  it  one  thing  most  remark- 
able, that  Clarence  here  iMsely  wus  accused 
of  laying  bastardy  to  the  king,  to  endeavour 
potisession  of  the  crown ;  which  afterwards 
was  alledged  indeed  by  Rd.  duke  of  Gloucesr 
ler,  to  the  absolute  disinherit  of  tlie  king's 
soils." 

A  Pari,  culled.]  It  was  not  till  5  years  af- 
ter the  dissolution  of  the  last  pari.*  that  we 
meet  witli  another  on.Rccprd,  which  was  sum- 
moned by  writs,  daterl  at  Westrahister,  Nov. 
15th,  in  the  S3d  and  last  year  of  tins  king,  to 
meet  at  the  same  place,  on  the  20th  of  Jan. 
following  (1482).  The  iirst  writ  to  the  peers, 
was  directed  to  his  most  dear  first  bom  son, 
Edw.  prince  of  Wales,  &c.  and  the  npxt  to  the 
king's  other  son,  lid.  duke  of  York, — Being  all 
assembled  on  the  day  appointed,  the  abp.  of 
York,  Tho.  liotheram,  lord  chanc,  oponcn  tlie 
festbion  by  a  speech  on  this  subject,  '  Domijius 
iUumiimtio  mea  &  saliis  meu.*  After  whicli  he 
dieectcd  tiie  commons  to  chuse  a  Speaker; 
srha,  the  next  day,  presented  John  Wood,  esq, 
for  that  odice. 

A  Suhsidif  grqnted.]  The  first  thing  on 
record,  which  was  done  ip  this  parliauient, 
is,  that  the  commons  voted  a  supply;  and 
by  the  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  a  lOtfa  aiid  a  15th,  to  be  levied  on 
the  laity,  was  granted  ;  except  a  deduction  of 
6OOOI.  to  be  bestowed  on  decayed  towns.  Also 
a  yearly,  subsidy  to  be  levied  on  all  stvangers, 
as  well  denizens  as  others.  And  at  the  re* 
quest  of  the  coauoons,  in  recompence  of  the 
above  graut,  the  king  commanded  that  all  the 
statutes,  concerning  weights  and  measures,  la- 
bourers, beggars,  and  vagabonds,  should  be 
|!fochnined  and  duly  QbservvU. — ^A  yeai:ly  rent, 


or  annuity,  out  of  the  king*^  cuetoms  and  other- 
revenues,  amounting  to  die  sum  of  IJ.OOOi. 
was  settled  by  pari,  for  detitiying  the  Kind's 
household  expeuces. 

Grants,]  The  re^t  of  the  business  trans- 
acted in  this  parL  was  chie6y  gifts  and  ex- 
changes of  manors  and  otlicr  hereditaments,  ia 
the  duchies  of  Cornwall  and  Lancaster,  which, 
would  be  too  tedious  to  mention.  Kxcept, 
that  a  very  Iflirgc  grant  to  ild.  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter, of  the  waideuship  of  the  North-march«s«. 
together  wiih  the  casfrlus,  towua,  lordships, 
customs,  and  feotarm  of  Carli»lc  and  2^cvv- 
castie;  \Vith  several  of  the  king*s  heredita- 
ments, belonging  to  the  ducliy  of  Lancaster, 
in  Cumberland:  and  several  countries  luid. 
lands  within  Scotland  there  mentioned,  a^d 
some  royal  prerogatives  within  the  same,^  to. 
hold  the  same  of  the  king  by  knight's  service^ 
wus  confirmed  by  parliament. 

A  sumptuary  Law.]  Some  acts  are,  also, 
in  the  Statute-Books,  made  this  pari,  for  tlie^ 
advantage  of  the  public,  to  which  we  rvkr;^ 
and  shall  only  mention  one,  by  which  all  for-; 
mer  statutes  made,  touching  the  excess  of  Ap- 
parel, were  repealed.  And,  whttt  kind  of 
apparel,  temporal  men,  of  every  degree  and 
estate,  were  allowed  to  wear.  Also,  "  That' 
none,  under  the  degree  of  a  lord,  except  cer- 
tain persons  particularly  named,  shall  wecir. 
any  gown,  or  mantle,  unless  it  be  of  such  a' 
length,  thai  a  man  standing  upright,  it  shall 
cover  his  privy  members  and  buttocks.*' 

The  Kin^  greatly  distressed,]  But,  tbouiiU 
our  Records  inform  us  of  no  public  aB'airs 
being  transacted  this  purl,  yet  the  history  of 
Croyland  tells  us,  "  That  Edw.'s  foreign  ne- 
gotiations were  driven  to  a  very  disagreealil** 
crisis.  lie  now  found  qut,^  that  Lewis  tlie 
French  king,  hud  long  mtule  his  giunc  of  liini ; 
and,  at  present,  seemed  so  much  to  dcspi>o 
his  power,  that  he  not  onW  withdrew  the  ajn 
nual  tribute,  but  actually  forbad  the  marriage 
of  the  dauphin  with  the  princess  Elizabct^ 
Edward's  eldest  daughter,  tliough  they  Iiad 
been  solemnly  contracted :  that  the  Scots, 
haviixg  a  mind  to  break  the  truce,  first  de- 
spised tl»e  match  that  was  agreed  upon  bt- 
tween  their  king  and  Cicely,  anotlier  dmighttc 
of  Edw.'s  and  then  openly  espouse(l  t^iG  c^iu»e 
of  Fmnce.  O^her  foreign  concerns  relating  tu 
liis  friend  the  duke  of  Austria,  gravelled  hiiu: 
nor  were  liis  domestic  atfairs  in  any  profouiicj 
degree  of  trantiulllity.  Under  the^c  ddemuias, 
he  found  himself  ncccbsitated  to  call  a  pari, 
to  whom  he  opened  the  cause  of  his  troubK  s. 
and  the  frauaulent  nsage  he  had  met  \vith 
firom  the  powers  aboveraentioned ;  and  begged 
of  them  to  assist  hkn  to  rovenge  the  aiinMir. 
Nevertheless,,  he  durst  not  ask  any  subsidy 
from  the  commons;  but  took  more  frecdon 
with  the  clergy,  to  whoai  be  told  his  necesiift 
ties,  in  a  kind  manner;  and  they,  with  as 
much  beniguity  gnmted  a  10th;  and  were  so 
complaitaiit  to  htm,  tliat  whatever  tlie  kiug 
asked  they  granted."    Here  the  monk  falk' 

into  v^  ei.<;bm»i>tt»a  8ji»iu^  v^ck  fftmoii^^i 
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whidi  became  it  b  singoUr  in  its  kintl)  we 
sfaall  give  in  bis  own  woids.  **  O  servile,  per- 
mtiosom  exititim  eccle«« !  «f ertat  Dent,  ab 
omnibus  regtim  saccedentium  animism  factum 
^usmocM  in  oUam  trabere  contequentiam ;  ne 
lorsan  iftsk  ea  nmlaf  sive  detertoriay  exoogi- 
tmre  possint,  eveniant,  que  mox  bnic  it^,  et 
mat  clahsBimde  potteriuiu,  miserabiliter  evene* 
mnt.'' 

Demih  of  Eda.  IV,]  Cotton  baa  given  m 
the  naoiet  of  tbe  peers  summoaed  to  attend 
a  pari,  at  Westminster,  Jan.  30.  in  tbe  9Sd 
year  of  this  king.  But  tbere  are  no  proceed- 
ings of  sucb  a  pari. -en  record;  it  is  probable 
they  never  met^  being  prevented  by  the  last 
sickness  and  death  of  the  king,  which  hap- 
pened soon  after.  For  he  died  at  his  palace 
Cf  Westminster  the  Mi  of  April  1483,  and 
^liie  $Sd  year  of  his  reign. 

Tares  in  the  Reign  ofEdw.  IV, 

Kdward  tV.  bad  no  subsidy  granted  him  till 
^  third  year  of  hi:*  reign|When  tbe  pari.  g»ve 
him  an  aid  of  37,0001.  to  be  levied  accoraine 
•10  a  certain  rate:  but  be  aflcrwards  released 
^OOOL  of  tbe  said  grant— The  ne?it  year  he 
bad  tonnage  and  pofindage  of  every  English 
merchant,  tor  evenr  sack  of  wool  33s.  4d.;  for 
•very  %\0  wool-felb  33s*  4d, ;  for  every  last  of 
bides  ^  Osu  8(i. ;  and  of  every  merchant' 
ttranger,  wbether  denisens  or  not,  for  every 
Back  of  wool  3K  (b.  8d. ;  for  every  last  of  hides 
dl.  13s.  4d. ;  for  every  S40  wooK-fells  81. 6s.  8d. 
And  all  this  was  granted  him  for  his  life. — ^In 
Lis  8tb  yeiLr  he  ht3  a  sabsidy  of  two  lOtbs  and 
two  15tm^  to  be  levied  on  tbe  laity.  This  year 
Henry  VI.  was  restored^  but  soon  after  Ed- 
ward recovered  the  crown ;  and,  in  his  12th 
year  the  commons  looted  a  supply  of  14,000 
arehers  at  their  own  cost,  tbe  same  to  be  levied 
according  to  aproportion  out  of  all  lands  and 
tenements.  TbeJords  also  taxed  themselves, 
by  way  of  grant,  unto  the  king,  towards  fur- 
nishing the  forces  aforesaid,  the  10th  part  of 
.  one  whole  year's  revenue  of  their  lauds  and 
possessions. — In  his  13th  yei^  tbe  commons 
mnted  tbe  king  one  10th,  and  one  15th, — 
The  next  year  a  subsidy  was  granted  1^  the 
commons  of  one  lOtb  and  one  15th;  also 
51,1171.  46.  rid.  for  the  wages  of  the  14,000 
archers  voted  in  his  IStb  year. — ^In  bis  15tb 
year,  be  bad  a  10U«,  a  15th,  and  aSrd  of  each; 
pcsides  this,  tbe  king  raised  money  afler  a  new 
invention,,  called,  «  A  Benevolence.* — ^In  bis 
lldnd  year  he  had  a  lOtb  and  a  15th  granted 
him  to  be  levied  on  die  lai^.  Tbe  clergy  also 
granted  a  lOtb. 

Juries  qfPravisiotu  m  fkt  Reign  qfEdw.  IV, 

In  146S,  wbcat  sold  al  Jiondon  fbr  ts.  a 

^pmrter;  bari^r  at  Is.  lOd,;  pea*e  3s.  4d.; 

MlB  Is.  4d.    Also  in  tbe  mopm  year  in  Nor- 

ft>lk,  wbtat  told  fa  Is.  8d.;  bariey  Is.;  mOt 

Is.  8d. ;  6aui  ls.*-i-In  1464»  white  wheat  sokl 

for  6s.  6d.  a  quarter.^In  1475,  oi^  sold  Ibr 

^lOd.  a  fuartcr;  and  a  load  of  bajr for  6a.8d. 

MU  poHcd  in  this  Kinef$  Hmgn. 

t  Um.  IVa-I.  Wbal  acti  4tM  by  kbig 


Hen.  the  4tb,  Hen.  tlw  5tb,  and  Hm.  tbe  dtb, 
late  kings  of  Eng>ii,  shall  contiaaa  good  nA 
eflfectuaJ.  9.  Touching  MictmsntB  and  pc«» 
sentments  in  sherifis  tttms  and  leets. 

3  Edw.  IV.-- 1.  Conetmai|  the  vriodiagf 
shipping,  and  transporting  <h  woob,  felb, 
morlings,  or  shorlings.  S.  An  act  to  mcrafll 
the  bringing  com  into  tbe  vealm,  until  it  shall 
exceed  certain  prices.  3.  Cottoeming  tba  my»» 
tery  of  silk-workers.  4.  Concerning  certain 
merchandises  not  lawful  to  be  brought  iBti> 
this  realm  ready  wrou^  6,  What  kind  of 
apparel  men  and  women  of  each  Tocation  ace 
allowed  to  wcsr. 

4  Edw.  IV.— 1.  Tovdnng  tbe  length  ami 
breadth  of  broad  cloths,  streits,  and  kcrsies.  S. 
Concerning  the  Ihippiiigof  asefcbandizes  of  tbn 
staple  to  Calais.  3.  For  the  shippine  at  New* 
castle  the  cloths  made  in  divers  places.  4, 
Concerning  the  manner  of  buying  of  wools  in 
certain  counties.  5.  The  merchMidizes  of  tbe 
dachy  of  Burgundy  shall  not  be  brought  into 
this  realm.  6.  Concerning  merchants  aliena 
employment  of  their  money  upon  commodities 
of  this  realm.  7.  Touching  curdwiiincrs  and 
coblers  in  London,  or  withm  three  miles  conw 
pass  thereof.  8.  Concoming  homers  in  tbn 
city  of  London.  9.  Concerning  patteii-makers« 
10.  The  passage  of  pilgrims  shall  be  only  at 
Dover. 

7  Edw.  IV. — 1.  Touching  tie  election  of  tbe 
vrardens  of  worsted  weavers  within  tbe  city  of 
Norwich,  and  the  county  of  Norfolk.  2.  An 
act  enabling  the  inhal^itants  of  the  hundreds 
of  liston,  Tavestucke,  and  Rowburgb,  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  to  mix  flocks  in  the  clotb 
made  of  tbie  wool  growing  within  tbe  same 
hundreds.  3.  No  person  shall  carry  beyond 
the  seas  any  woollen  yam  or  clotb  not  mlled. 
4.  Touching  grants  made  by  the  king.  5.  Lands 
bolden  of  a  common  person,  coming  to  tbe 
k^*s  hands  by  attainder,  being  after  granted 
by  the  king  to  another,  shall  be  bolden  as  if 
the  attainder  had  not  been. 

8  Edw.  IV.— 1.  Tbe  length,  breadth,  and 
weij^it  of  woollen  cloths.  2.  Conceroint  li- 
veries of  company.  3.  For  jurors  of  Middle- 
sex. 4.  For  pardoning  or  sherifib,  under* 
sberifik,  &c.  ibr  exorcising  their  olfipss  abov« 
one  year. 

.  12  Edw.  IV.--1.  A  sheriff  not  lawfully  dis« 
charged,  may  occupy  bis  ofiice  during  Mirbili 
mas  term.  2.  Four  bow-staves  shall  be  bioc^bl 
into  this  realm  for  every  tun  of  merchandize. 
3.  For  the  tme  payment  of  a  subsidy  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage  ^nted  to  the  king  during 
bis  liie.  4.  Concerning  the  livieries  to  be  given 
by  ^e  prinee  of  Wides.  5.  Concerning  the 
shipping  of  vrools  to  Cabiis  or  Middleborriugh. 
6.  An  act  autibonsin|g  tbe  lord  chanc.  for  15 
yeais,  to  grant  commissions  of  sewers.  7.  For 
^  taidcing  away  of  wears  and  fishgaitfas.  8.  An 
act  for  adnuMii^  letters  patent  made  to  search* 
ers  and  stQveyors  of  victuals.  9.  Anact  con* 
ceraing  tbe  office  of  cseheators.  ' 

14  Edw.  IV.— 1.  F^r  the  benefit  of  tbe 
kift^s  temmtt  going  in  bis  warsi    2.  An  ikct 
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feriha  pionetiiM  of  fudi  Mf^ktekiagrt 
wMs.  3.  An  ^C9t  te  liiMpMt  of  w%tk  9m 
fUU.  4.  Ji  canfiiMtm  of  lUtatM  wOe 
against  Uie  biookin  of  livc«»lcft. 

17  £dw.  IV.-*t.  Aft  act  conctraMg  moDoy. 
2.  For  coiiit»  of  jne-pOirdefft.  3^  For  ubIim^ 
fill  ftaM.  4.  For  woiiuDg  of  tik.  5.  For 
sealing  of  ciotki.  6.  A  ropoai  of  the  pari, 
holdni  9  Ed.  4^  and  39  Hon.  6.  T.  Tha^  tba 
qM  iheriff  jsmf  execute  bit  oftce  during  the 
vesidue  of  Midwiehnag  and  Hilaiy  term  after 
.  his  tear  ended,  if  be  bave  not  bewre  hit  writ 
of  ditcbarge. 

.  29  £dw.  IV.— >1.  An  act  conoemiag  ap» 
jpareL  9.  Toodiing  the  packing  of  barreUed 
^th.  .  S.  For  sdk-workers.  4.  Limiting  the 
price  of  bows.  5.  For  fidling  of  hats  and 
CKps,  6.  For  swans.  7.  For  inclosing  of 
vQods  in  forests,  chases,  and  purlieus,  8.  For 
the  town  of  Berwick. 


EOWAKD  V. 

By  tlie  death  of  Edward  IV.  die  firtt  prince 
of  the  Y<Mk  Hnc^  the  inheritance  of  the  crown 
descended,  by  right  of  succession,  to  his  eldest 

*^aon  Edward,  then  prince  of  Wales ;  wbo,  from 
Che  day  of  his  (athei's  deadi,  was  ttiled  kmg 
d  Sngjuid,  iMid  pfoclalmed  as  such,  by  the 
name  of  Edward  V.  being  then  about  13  years 
of  ace.  This  b  the  preamble  that  the  great 
or  Tho8»  More  gires  to  his  life  and  reign  of 
this  unfortunate  young  king;  whose  state^nd 
dignity  was  sOon  undmiincd  by  hit  unnatural 
and  barbarous  uncle  Richard,  duke  of  Glou- 
cester. The  short  reign,  if  we  may  so  call  it, 
of  this  prince,  wa&  so  wholly  taken  up  with  the 
wicked  intrigues  of  his  unclo  to  dispcmess  him, 
that  no  parliament  could  be  called ;  lor  he  was 
not  even  suffered  to  live  to  fait  coronation. 
Therefore,  to  the  particular  writer  abovefhen- 
tioned,  of  this  king's  life,  and  to  the  more  ge- 
neral English  hisu>rians,  we  must  refer  our 

*  readers ;  since  all  that  was  done,  in  this  short 
interval  of  sovereipity,  relating  to  our  purpose, 
will  be  comprised  m  the  reign  of  the  successor; 
tins  youite  king  and  his  brother  bein^  both 
taken  off  ^  crud  means  to  make  way  for  him. 
Edward  V.  begun  his  life  and  ended  it  in  a 
very  unhappy  manner;  for  he  was  bom  in  a 
sanctuary,  and  died  in  a  prison.  He  first  saw 
light  in  Westminster  abbey,  where  his  mother 
bad  taken  sanctuary,  after  the  eari  of  War- 
wick had  driven  her  husband  £dw.  IV.  out  of 
the  kingdom,  in  Sept.  1470;  and  be  was  mur- 
dered in  the  tower  of  London,  in  July  1483, 
a  little  while  after  his  undo  lUchard't  coro- 
nation. • 

Richard  III. 
A  Pari.  etMed.^  In  the  short  reign  of  this 
king  we  aoeet  with  but  one  pari,  which  was 
caUed  to  Wettmintter  Jan.  the  Sd,  1484,  in  the 
first  year  of  it.  The  form  of  the  writ  of  sonif- 
mons,  directed  lo  Ihot.  abp.  of  Canterb^y, 
lhereitoftheb|ps.  abbotS;  pr^lti^p  Mdto 


Atteflipotal  Wrds,  batntoal;  the  first  writ 
to  the  latter  is  directed  to  hit  most  dear  first- 
bonrton  Edwaid,  prince  of  Wales,  duke  of 
Cornwall,  and  eari  of  Chester.  Tl^  prince, 
who  was  then  aboni  ten  years  of  age,  had  been 
to  created  at  York,  some  months  before,  at 
bit  fother's  second  coronation  in  that  €»ty.  He 
ei^ed  this  dignity  but  for  a  short  time,  for 
be  died  the  next  year;  and  lived  not  to  see 
h»  fother^  dismal  catastrophe,  nor  to  taste 
pcnhapt  of  greater  misery  himself.  The  rest 
of  the  peers,  as  they  stand  in  Dugdale's  cata- 
logue, areasfoUow»>— 

Peerf  tummoned  to  this  Parliaments. 
John  duke  of  Norfolk    Richard  West  lord  de 


John  duke  of  Suffolk 
Wm.  earl  of  Arundel 
Edmund  earl  of  Kent 
Ralph  eari  of  West- 
moreland 
Henry  earl  of  N  orth- 

umberland 
William  eari  of  Hunt- 
ingdon 
Thos.  eari  of  Surrey 
William  eari  of  Not- 

dnj^uun 
Francis  Vise.  Lovel 
Edwnrd  Vise.  Dsle 
Ralph  lord  Greystock 
John  lord  Scroop,  of 

Masham 
Rich.  kl.  Beauchamp, 

of  Beauchamp 
John  lord  Audley 
George  lord  Nevile,  of 

Bergavenny. 
Reginald  lord  Grey, 

of  Wilton 
Georoe  Stanley  lord 

dela  Strange 
Henry  lord  wey 


UWar 
Walter  Devereux  lord 

Ferrers 
Jn.  I.  Scroop,  ofBolton 
Thos.  lord  Lumiey,  of 

Lumlcy 
Thomas  lord  Stanley, 

of  Stanley 
John  Broke  l.Cobham 
Jn.  Blount  1.  Mountjoy 
John    Stourton    lord 

Stourton 
John  Sutton  1.  Dudley 
John  lord  Dynham,  of 

Care  Dynham 
Rich,  lord  Fitz-Hugh  , 
John  lord  Zouch 
ITiomas  Arundell  lord 

Matravcrs 
Humphrey  Id.  Dacie^ 

of  Gilsiand 
John  1.  Gray,of  Powit 
Wm.  Id.  Itotings,  of 

Welles 
Owen  Id.  Ogle,  of  0g)6 
£dw.    lord  Hastings^ 

of  Hungerford 


NatMcs  of  the  Judges  summtmed  to  this  ParL 
Sir  Wm. '  Hnsee,  knt.    Sir  Richard  Neal 


justice 
^TEomat  Brian 
Sir  Guy  Fairfax 
Sir  Wiuiam  Jenny 
Sir  John  Catesby 
Sir  Roger  Tounsend 


Sir  Thomas  Tremaylo 
Sir    Jobn^  Vavasour^ 

and 
Morgan  Kidwelly,  esq. 

the  king's  attorney 

general. 


Our  older  chronicles,  and  more  modem 
historians,  are  very  brief  in  their  account  of  . 
the  proceedings  of  this  |^1.  The  *  History  of 
Croyland,'  cotemporary  with  these  timc8» 
might  be  expected  to  fimiish  more  matter  for 
th^  enquiries,  relating  to  it:  but  tberf  it  h. 
only  cursorily  mentioned ;  though  some  hinti^ 
are  given,  about  the  methodls  taken  to  force 
the  Act  of  Succession  through  the  houses,  as 
are  almost  mcredible.  It  is  there  said,  "  That 
in  this  pari,  the  king,  in  order  to  strengthen 
his  tide  to  that  crpwn,  which  he  had  in  the 
preceding  summer  gained,  brought  an  affiiir, 
relating  to  matrimonial  coi^tnicts,  to  hO  dis- 
puted before  an  assembly  of  laymen.  And, 
though  it  was  well  knoyra  t^ft  inch  a  court 
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had  nothing  to  do  in  this  matter*  ytfi  so  fix^rit 
-wins  the  dread  and  fear,  which  then  po&scsted 
the  buldct>t,  th^t  they  not  only  undertook  the 
tiffiAiTf  but  gave  bentcncc  accordingly.  Tor/* 
adds  he,  '^  so  many  groat  men,  peers  and  coin^ 
nioners,  were  proscribed"  lie  means  utuiuted 
«*  as  was  never  known  since  tlie  time  of  tbo 
triumvirate  ot -Octavius,  Anthony  aud  Lepidus. 
Besides,  a  great  quantity  of  money  was.drawn 
out  ot*  the  kind's  treasury  at  this  time,  in  ordor 
to  gain  this  act,  and  chiefly  distributed  amoni^ 
Uis  northern  friends,  whom  he  planted,  aUo, 
for  his  greater  security,  in  e*'erv  part  of  the 
kingdom;  which  gave  much  oltencc  to  his 
more  southern  subjects,  and  mtide  them  pay 
ttiorc  regard  to  the  hopes  of  a  future  FCToki- 
tion,  than  to  the  present  tyrant/' 

Fabian,  who  \i\ed  in  this  king's  time,  and 
ends  his  chronicle  with  the  next  reign,  has  not 
one  single  word  of  this  pari.  Hall  and  liol- 
lincsheaS  only  say,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
1484,  a  pari,  was  summoned,  in  which  the 
e^rl  of  Richmond,  and  his  followers,  were 
attainted,  and  the  people  hurthened  with  se- 
Tcrc  faxes  and  impositions;  and  that  the  money 
90  collected  was  wa^stcd  on  this  king's  crea- 
tnresy  or  squandered  nway  prodi<raIly,  to  stop 
rlie  mouths  of  such  as  knew  any  thing  of  his 
guilt  in  the  death  of  his  nephew. 

Pnlydore  Virgil  writes,  that  "  after  this  pari, 
had  attainted  alt  the  exiled  persons,  and  con- 
fiscated tlieir  estates  to  the  king's  use,  Richard 
wiis  not  content  with  these  rich  spoils,  but 
commanded  tliem  to  grant  him  a  lan^e  supply; 
for,  in  order  to  vindicate  himself  from  ca- 
lumny, and  to  buy  the  favour  of  the  people, 
he  had  bestowed  such  hirgesses  of  money 
amongst  them,  that  his  treasury  was  very  low. 
But  the  most  extraordinary  stretch  was,  that 
ITio.  Stanley  should  be  also  declared  an  eneuiy 
to  tJie  state,  on  account  of  his  wife  Mui^ret's 
being  motlicr  to  the  earl  of  Richmond,  who 
was  commonly  thought  to  be  at  the  head  of 
the  conspiracy.  And  though  u  woman's  poli- 
tics may  be  judged  of  small  moment,  yet  this 
pari,  thought  proper  to  take  notice  of  her,  and 
commanded  her  husband,  in  whom  they  could 
find  no  gnile,  to  confine  her  closely;  and 
•uflTer  no  messengers,  of  any  account,  to  pass 
between  her  son  and  her,  that  might  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom.^'  The  same  author 
Adds,  that  by  consent  of  tins  pari,  a  peace 
with  the  Scots,  wIk)  had  begun  hostilities  on 
the  English  borders,  was  concluded. 

The  particular  writer  of  this  king's  life  (a\ 
and  a  very  particular  oae  he  is  indeed,  for, 
he  has  taken  great  pain^  to  wash  his  black- 
moor  white,  is  more  explicit  than  any  other  in 
his  account  of  tho  proceedings  in  this  pari. 
He  says,  "  That  in  tni>  pari,  were  many  L^ood 
laws  enacted  ;  the  marriages  ot*  king  J''.dw. 
were  debated ;  that  with  the  ladv  Gray  ad- 
judged unlawful,  and  her  children  illegitimate ; 

(/j)  Qeonre  Ruck,  esq.  author  of  the  history 
of  kintr  Rich.  ITT.  fol.  1617,  London.  Hut 
•incc  priut^^  ^i^h  notes  in  KenncL'a  collection. 


I  thn^  being  prr)«#  of  a  fbrmcr  c<Mitrtot  and- 
i  marriaiia  with  tb^^iy  £ltannrl'albijt,dangb« 
j  ter  to  tkeoM eiul  of  ;)hi«wsburv,  aud relict  of 
the  lord   Ihitlcr  of  Stidoltfy,  -tiiosl,  and  long 
I  atter,-  living.     All  that  had  been  inferred  by 
I  the  duke  ol'  Buckmgham,  or  cnntaiued  in  tho 
,  bill  so()plicatory,    demons: trated,    was    again 
I  consulted,  and  jtrdgment  cii^en  against  that 
liiarriage;  the  incapacity  also  of  the  children 
[  of  the  cad  of  Waiiiick  and  his  lister,  the  lady 
Eliz.  Plantugenel,  were  all  decreed  and  con- 
firmed by  act  of  pari.    There  was  likewise 
notice  taken  of  the  earl  of  Richmond's  pre** 
t€nce  to  the  crov**n,  by  a  title  derived  froui 
the  house  of  Lan'caster;  who  was  at  that  timc&; 
in  Frahre  labouring  to  engage  the  king  and 
UiC  duke  of  Britain  in  bis  quarrd.  Oh  !  the  in* 
finite  windings  and  perplexed  steps  we  labour 
thorouf  h,  to  get  that  which  we  must  bid  good 
night  to   to-morrow;  and   yet  the  true  and 
ritchtful  Lancaster  had  no  finger  in  this;  for 
this  carl  was  not  then  granted  to  h^  of  the 
house   of  Lancast/^r ;  until   the  pope,  by  his 
bulli  hiu)  given   him  that  title;  and  himself, 
i  uftei  he  was  king,  by  liis  prerogative  assumed 
it.     In  this  pari,  he  was  attainted  of  high  trea- 
son, and  witli  him  .Tolm  eai'l  of  Oxford,  Tho. 
marq.  o(  Dorset,  Jasper  carl  of  Fcmbroke» 
Lionel  bp.  of  Salisbury,  Pierce  hp.  of  FAete4r, 
tiic   hidv   Margaret  countess    of    Ilichmayd, 
I  Tim.    Morton   bp.   of  Ely,  Tho,  N^ndi9h  by 
i  the  stile  of  Tho.  Xaudich  of  Cambridge,  con- 
jurer,  Wm,  Kucvct  of  Buckingliara   smeared 
with  the  same  pitch,  Oeo.  Brown  of  lieach- 
\yorth,  Tho.  Lukcnor  of  Tratton,  John  Guil- 
ford, John  Fogg,  Edw.  Poinin*;s,  Tho.  Fieries 
of  Cherstmonceux,Nich.  Gainford,  \\m,  Clif- 
ford, John  Dorrcl,  with  others  of  Kent  and  the 
west  country.     Tlicre  was  further  enacted,  for 
the  approbation  and  confirming  the  true  and 
lawful  title  of  king  Rich,  this  claus^  ox  sen- 
tence.    '  Tt  i^  declared,  pronounced,^  decreed, 
confirmed  and  t«talilishcd,  by  the  authority  of 
tins  pivscnt  pari,  thiyt  king  Rich.  III.  is  the 
true  and  undoubted  king  of  this  realm;    as 
well  by  right  of  consanguinity  and  heritage,  as 
by  lawful  election  and  coronation.'  &c.'' 

The  rei\(lcr  will  obsciT^c,  that  this  pari,  is 
not  introduced  in  Cotton's  "  Abridgment  of 
the  Records,"  or  in  the  Roll  itself,  with  that 
formality  as  most  of  or  all  the  rest  arc.  There 
are  no  writs  of  summons,  nor  names  of  peers; 
no  speech  from  the  throne,  or  from  the  lord 
chanc.  declaring  tho  cause  of  the  meeting,  nor 
any  Speaker  to  tho  commons  mentioned  in  it, 
I^eithcr  is  tbere  any  notice  taken  of  a  tax 
or  subsidy ;  though  thii  imposition  is  said  bv 
historians  to  ha".-?  been  very  grievous  and  bur- 
densome to  the  people.  Nor  is  it  surprising, 
that  the  Act  of  Attainder  against  the  earl  of 
Richmond  and  hi<i  followers  is  not  to  be  found  on 
Itcc6rd  :  doinqueat  anc)  succession  to  the  crdwn 
soon  after  gave  him  power  enough,  not  only  to 
abrogate  tliat  art,  but  even  to  eras^  it  firoin  tbo 
Records.  And  the  reason  the  abpvesai^  Roll  is 
yet  extant,  -may  be  Assigned  to  ^c  policy  o|* 
thc.cvnqu^ejTor ;  since  it  cvHvoyei  a  btigma.of 
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B^wwtl'^^l^dren :  and  ^fimMs  i»oliric  sacces- 
•or  ti^is  obliged  to^morrythte  eldest  princess 
of  tlmt  itou'tc,  by  cpmpttct  and»  agicemeiit 
with  his  cotw^utors ;  in  order  to  settle  for  ever 
those  fatal  ditfereneei,  which  had  drvided  «ftd 
torn  the  nation 'for  so  naanyyear<»,  about  tite 
dipatcd  titl^  of  York  and  Lancftbter. 

Aicfaard^was  well  aware* 'thafr  thi9  pirojK)ked 
union  was  the  5;reate5t  motive  the  mtdeconi!^nts 
to  hit>goVT.  had  to  drafc  in  ii^ny  more  indiifn^env 
l^ople,  not  only  to  wish  for,  bnt  to  fendeatofll"  i 
to  hrifig  It  about.  In  order,  thei-eforc,  to  fros- 
trate  this  project,  he  took  a  resola4lion  to  add 
incest  to  the  ne^t  o^*  his  crimos,  by  marrying 
the  princess  Elizabeth,  Ins  eldest  brother's 
daugnter,  hiiil^clK  /I  he  "  History  of  Croy- 
land**  informs  us,  that  "  during  the  sittioj^  of 
this  pJiri.  lUchard,  by  fair  promises,  mixed 
with  some  terrible  threats,  had  at  last  prevailed 
upon  the  too  easy  queen  to  send  all  her  daugh- 
ters to  court,  where  they  were  received,  by 
thtir  unnatural  uncle,  with  all  seemuig  tender- 
ness and  affection.  At  this  time  also  the  kin^ 
got  together  alm#t  all  the  lords  spiritunl 
and  temporal  in  the  kingdom,  the  chief  oi  the 
inerabers  of  the  hou«fe  of  commons,  and  the 
principal  persons  of  his  ho^isehold,  into  a  pri- 
vate ptirlour  uf  the  puhtc^  and  commandcfi 
tliein  to  take  a  new-coined  oath,  by  wl^in 
framed  is  uncertain,  to  be  true  to  the  succes- 
sion of  his  ouly  ^ou  Edward,  in  case  o£  his  Iw- 
diePb  mortality;  ,and  thej;  were  ,uU  likewise 
obliged'  to  sign  tl^ur  names  to  it.*'  Bui  to 
proceed. 

Henry  earl  of  Ifflchinond  attainted^  Mr.  lUi- 
pin  ol>serves,  thiit  *^  llichardt^led  this  pari. 
at  a  very  seasonaLlu  juncMire.  Tlie  duke,  of 
BuckiBgKain*s  conspiracy  sceaiii^  cntixcly  sti- 
fled by  ibc  death, of  that  lord,  aud  the  retr<;flt 
of  the  earl  of  Richmond,  tljwje.was  not  in  the 
kirtfldom  any  person  in  a  condition  to  lit't  i^p 
his  bead  against  hiui.  So  ^)e  pari,  consisting 
JDO  doubt  of  representatives  devoted  to  the 
kih^,  declared  Ea\vud  IV/f  issue  illegitimate, 
and  Qonfirmed  Richard's  irregular  election, 
with  his  pretended  right  to  the  crown.  This 
act  was  abs6l4tely  necessary  for  Richard's  .se- 
curity; besides,  the  pari,  thereby  avoided  tl»e 
trouble  of  enquiring  after  the  fsite  of  Edw.  V. 
\i'hom  t\\  Ensi^lnnd  had  for  some  montlis  ac- 
knowledged tor  king.  Then  an  act  of  At- 
tainder was  passed  against  Henry  carl  of  Rich- 
mond, and  all  liis  adherents,  by  virtue  whereof 
^11  tlicir  estate^  were  forfeited  to  the  king. 
By  this  lict,  tdiieh  declared  all  those  rebels 
and  traitors  th&t'were  concerned  in  the  dulie 
^of'Bacldlngham's  and  tlie  eari  t>f  Richmond's 
^«DS)»irad€s,  all  the  late  oneontiond  w'ere  in 
^RnjiQineaSiiT^  jtisk>^«d;  beeatutostiU  ^ach  as 
had  suffiared'wore  considered  as  guilty  of  the 
cfim^  condcitmcd  b;^  this  act.''  ■ 

'  Uiefkl  i4cts  pamedi]    It  m<ist,'*ht>\«tv^,  be 
aH^wedy  that  trtlleribttsiness  was  done  in  thi^  i 
pari.  beiid«8  settling  tlie  3«t»(^on,  arid  pass-  < 
ing  the  bill  of  Attuader.    Many  wholesome  ' 
.wstroreenacted'ii^it^  i^  pl^  avidence  of. 
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whicfh  is  thoir  standing  unrepeftlcd,  in  our  Sta- 
tute-hooks, to  this  day.  Some  of  the  most  re- 
markable we  skdl  mention.  **  1.  That  where- 
as the  subjects  of  this  realm  had  of  late  been 
burdened  with  a  new  imposition,  called  a  Be- 
nevolence, the  same  should  not  thenceforth 
he  enacted.  2.  That  e?ery  justice  of  poace 
shall  have  power  to  admit  a  prisoner,  arrested 
for  felony,  to  bail;  and  that  no  othcer  shall 
seize  the  2:ood8  of  a  prisoner,  arrested  for  fe- 
lony, till  he  be  attainted.  8.  That  no  person 
^ll  be  impannelled  upon  juries,  but  who 
hath  «0?.  freehold,  or  S6s.  8d.  copyhold,  at  the 
least.  4.  That  wine  and  oil-vessels  sliall  con- 
tain as  follows:  every  tan  shall  hold  252  gal- 
lons; a  pipe  126  gallons;  a  tertian  84  gallons; 
a-ho^ishead  63  galloiis;  a  barrel  31|  gallons; 
a  mridlet  18|  gallons.*'  Ifhe  act  against  col- 
lecting Benevolences  has  this  remarkable  pre- 
amble: "  The  king,  remembering  how  the 
commons  of  this  his  teahn,  by  new  and  unlow- 
fiil  itiventions,  and  inordinate  coretousness, 
against  the  law  of  his  realm,  liave  been  put 
to  great  thraldom,  and  insupportable  chaige9 
and  exactions,  and  especially  by  a  new  impo« 
sation  call#d  a  Benevolence;  w hereby  for  di- 
vers years  the  subjects  and  commons  of  this 
land,  tts;ninst  their  wills  and  freedoms,  havo 
paid  great  sums  of 'money  to  their  almost  tu- 
ter  destraction;  fordivenand  many  worship- 
ful men  of  this  realm,  by  occasion  thereof, 
were  compelled  to  break  up  their  households, 
and  to  live  in  great  penury  and  wretchedness, 
their  debts  unpaid,  and  their  children  unpr^ 
i'erre^ ;  and  such  mcihori&ls  as  tliey  had  or- 
dainod  to  be  done  for  the  wealth  of  their 
souls  anentreed  and  annulled,  to  the  great  dis- 
pleasure of  Ood,  and  destmofiion  of  this 
realm,  -llierefore,  ficc."  It  is  easy  to  see  that 
the  intent  of  this  act  had  a  double  aspect;  to 
make  Richard's  own  govt  seem  mild  and  spar- 
ing of  his  subjects  money,  at  the  same  time 
tlmt  it  cast  att  odium  on  that  of  his  brother 
Rdw.  But  it  was  not  very  long  after  passing  diia 
act,  that  Rich,  himself  oroke  it;  for,  on  the 
first  news  of  the  earl  of  Richmond's  invasion, 
havint;  sufficiently  emptied  his  coffers,  and 
squ:videred  away  the  groat  treasure  left  by  hi* 
brother,  he  had  recourse  to  the  very  same 
means  (which  he  had  condemned  in  open  pari.) 
to  procure  more.  "  And,"  says  the  History  of 
Croyland,  "  the  word  Benevolence  whid)  had 
been  used  with  so  much  contempt,  convertfed 
itself;  for  the  king  sent  out  his  creatures, 
who  were  children  of  this  world,  and  there* 
fore  wiser  than  the  children  of  light,  who  by 
prayers  and  threats,  by  hook  or  crook,  scraped 
and  gleaned  together  vast  sums  of  money  from 
almost  all  sorts  of  people,  and  carried  it  to  the 
king's  treasury." 

lUchard  killed.']  Tliis  is  all  we  can  collect 
relative  to  tlie  transactions  of  this  pari.  What 
we  have  else  to  say  in  this  reign  is,  that  a  new 
invasion,  happening  soon  aftier  under  the  earl 
of  Ri^rhmond,  king  Richaitl  lost  his  lite  and  bis 
crown  in  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  Aug.  22, 
148£>  and  the  conqueror  was  proclauncd^  «t 
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tbc  head  of  hi»  aimj,  kiog  of  IjngMd,  £cc.  ia 
the  open  field. 

Acts  posted  in  the  Reign  of  JUcWd  lU. 

1  Eicb.  IU.~-1.  Ab  act  for  the  bet^ 
mnce  of  estates  to  be  made  by  feoiers  to 
t.  The  subjects  of  this  realoo  shall  not  be 
charged  with  Bencvo&eooes.  8.  For  admitting 
persons,  suspected  of  lUon  j,  to  bail ;  and  to 
enquire  of  the  escapes  of  felons;  and  that  no 
ofiicer  shall  seize  the  goods  of  a  prisoner,  nalil 
ke  be  attainted.  4.  CkHieeming  the  tufiiciem^ 
of  iurors  in  a  shf^riiTs  turn.  5.  Those  laada^ 
whereof  king  Rich,  was  enfeoffed  to  the  upe  of 
others,  shall  rest  in  ench  penous,  as  if  he  had 
not  been  oamed  in  the  foofiueoti.  6.  To  make 
pe^rpctual  the  statofee  of  17  £d.  4.  c.2.  touching 
suits  .commenced  ik  courts  of  Pie-powders. 
7.  The  force  of  fines  levied  before  the  justices 
of  the  common  pleas.  8.  Tooehing  iAoitt- 
Budcins.  9.  Against  Italans  that  sell  their 
wares  by  retail,  and  other  orders  eonoemiiig 
thai  nation,  la  The  statute  of  82  £d.  4. 
aap.  3.  prohibiting  wrought  wares  of  silk  to  be 
brought  into  this  realBy  shall  eontinoe  for  ten 
years.  11.  Ten  bow-staves  shall  be  brought 
mto  this  reafan  for  eveij  butt  of  malmsey  or 

r.  118.  For  the  settrng  handicraftsmen  of 
reahtt  on  work.  Id.  The,  Contents  of  oer» 
tain  vessels  of  wina  and  oil  14.  For  the  be- 
nefit  and  relief  of  collectors  of  disniet  of  the 
dersy.  15.  To  make  void  aU  estates  made  for 
the  benefit  of  hMlv  £lh^  Or»y»  lato  wifo  of  king 
Bdw.  IV. 

Private  AcU,}  1  Rich.  III.-*-!.  Titolos  Re- 
pus,  under  whidi  title  all  the  reasons  and  al- 
kgations  devised  to  prove  Iha  king  to  be  trae 
ami  undoubted  heir  to  the  crown,  are  aet  forth 
nt  large,  and  the  same  aHowod,  ratified,  and 
enacted  by  the  lords  and  commons,  and  his 
brothers  children  made  bastaids.  S.  For 
die  kins  to  have  the  knds  and  posse iwions  of 
Henry  duke  of  Exeter,  and  of  the  duchess  his 
miSe.  3.  For  the  attauKkr  and  conviction  of 
Hen.  duke  of  Bockin|ham,  John  faf>.  of  Ely, 
Wm.  Knevitt,  John  Rushe,  Thos.  Nandike, 
Hen.  earl  of  Richmond,  Jasper  eafi  of  Penip 
broke,  Geo.  Rrown,  Thos.  liowkenor,  ^knt. 
John  Onlfordy'aud  many  more.  4.  To  enable 
the  king  to  make  grants  of  the  possessions  of 
^M  persons  attamted.  6i  For  the  attainder  of 
^  bps.  of  Ely,  Sarom,  and  Exeter.  6. 
*  Agiainst  Margaret  countess  of  Richmond.  7. 
For  the  attamdcr  of  Walt  Roherd.  8.  For 
the  abp.  of  Canterborr  to  «qioy  the  rent  ^ 
lll«  l^swper  an«  out  or  tho  manor  of  Ifeilde. 
0.  To  reverse  the  attainders  made  by  king 
Hen.IV.  JModostThos.  Percy  earl  of  \Yorcester, 
nnd  Hen.  Percy  earl  of  Northumberland.  10. 
For  vise  LoveU'to  have  and  enjoy  the  manors 
of  Thorpe,  Watervile,  Alwinkle,  Aehircb,  and 
Chelvistone,  in  the  county  of  Northampton, 
&C.  II.  For  James  Tirrel,  and  Anne  his  wifo, 
kter  and  heir  of  John  Arundell,  touching 


the  lands  of  Amndell,  being  now  attainted.  18. 
Por  the  provost  and  follows  of  the  college  of 
4k..AMbov  of  Neatheicnster,  in  York^  fof  thp 


cnmiog  of  40  iMi»  «f  lin4  <90*  Plllt  what* 
of  the  ooHegt  is  iairtinf,  13.  C«p4rmatie« 
of  lotlers  ^M^Mt  Mde  by  kiog  Idw.  IV.  to  thn 
college  ot  Eodriap^.  14.  For  die  ci^  of 
Canterbniy,  touching  the  aldeimaniy  lands^ 
and  aldaiman  of  Westgata,  and  other  tlnsfs 
in  thoci^  of  Cantorbuiy*  15.0f  restitntionof 
John  Durpnt  of  CoUeweston  to  aU  hit  Und» 
and  tenements.  141.  For  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Cmwland  to  have  the  games  and 
marks  of  swans.  X7.  Touching  the  executors 
of  John  Dan  saercer  of  l^ndon.  18.  That 
the  kins  shall  have  wardship  of  hmds  holden 
ofthemichy  of  Lancaster  by  knighu  service, 
notwithstanding  the  trust  put  in  ouer  persons. 

Henry  VH. 
A  Pari.  calledA  Henry  having  taken  pos* 
session  of  the  English  crown,  the  solemnity  of 
his  coronation  was  performed  in  the  usual 
place  and  manni^,  on  the  13th  of  Oct.  1485» 
The  next  year,  in  order  to  gain  a  further  sane* 
don  to  his  title,  he  called  a  parL  by  writs  bear- 
ing date  at  Westminster^^pt.  15,  1436,  to 
meet  at  the  same  place  on  the  7th  of  Nov.  fol- 
lowing. A  list  of  the  peers,  <m  tins  other  grca^ 
revolution  in  the  state,  is  as  follows:— 

Peer$  wmmomed  to  thi$  Parliament. 

John  duke  of  Suffolk  Richard  lord  Orey 

Jasper  d.  of  Bedford  Rich,  lord  De  la  Ware' 
Wm.  earl  of  Amndele  ^  Thomas  lord  Lumley 

John  earl  of  Oxford  Jdw  lord   Broke  of 

Edmund  earl  oi  Kent  Cobham 

WiHtam  earl  of  Not-  John  lord  Moun^oy 

tinf^mm  John  lord  Stourton 

Edward  eari  of  Wilts  John  lord  Sutton,  of 

Ridwrdearl'RiverB  Dudley 

Thomns  earl  of  Derby  John  lord  Denham 

Wm.  e.  of  Huntmgdon  Thomas  M.  Amndele^ 

Edward  earl  of  Devon  of  Matravers 

Ralph  lord  Greystock  Edward  vise.  Lisle 

Thomas  lord  Scroop,  John  1.  Orey,  of  Fowls 

ofMasham  Henry  lord  Clifford,  of 

Rich.  M.  Beauchamp,  Oiffbid 

ofBeauchamn  John  Ratdiff  Id,  Fit^ 

Georre  lord   NevOe,  Walter 

of  Bergavenny  Wm.  vise*  Beaumont 
Namei  ^tke  Judget. 

X.  chief  justice  Uusee  Sir  R^^  Townsboid 

Sir  Thomas  Brian  Sir  Humphrey  Starkj 

Sir  Guy  Fairfax  John  Sutiard 

Sir  John  Catesby  John  Vavasour 

Sir  Richard  Noel  Wm.  Hode,  atqr-  gen^ 

The  great  lord  Baoon,  in  hti  ^  KNfeorf  of 


the  lifo  and  Rnigu  of  king  Hanry  VIL** 
whom  allow  modem  historiafta  lmv#  cppiad. 


is  soiwrr exnet  m hit aononnt «f  the  ] 
ia^i  in  the  fiat  pari.  oalkdhythMJ 
wt  are  fwmam  timt  noUe  amhar'a  onm 
words  vriU  bemoBenooeptabhillmDnnjcMdt- 
ment  or  altomftion  of  them.  Ho  Irib  us, 
'<  That  on  the  7th  of  ^w,  the  king  hddkia 
parL  at  Westmimilor*  wfaieh  he  had  annnoMd 
immodiatiily  after  his  nnmiag  to  London.  Bis 
ende  inkling  a  paii.  ond  tfant  eo  Jpoodil^ 
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were  chiefly  thrie ;  l»t,  to  procure  the  crown 
to  b^  entailed  upon  himtielf ;  2nd,  to  have  the 
attainders  of  all  of  \m  party,  which  were  in 
»o  smaU  mimb^,  reversed,  and  ull  acts  of  hos- 
tility by  them  done  in  hi»  quarr^,  remitted  and 
^ischai^ed ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  to.  attaint 
hy  pari,  the  Iteads  and  principals  of  his  cn&- 
znies.  The  3rd,  to  cahn  and  qoiet  the  tears  of 
the  rest  of  that  party,  by  a  general  ptu-doR ; 
Bot  being  ignorant  in  how  great  danger  a  king 
Stands  friwn  his  subjects,  when  most^of  his 
subjects  are  conscious  in  themselves,  that  tliey 
stand  in  his  danger.  Unto  thes6  3  special  mo- 
tives of  a  pari,  was  added,  that  he,  as  a  pru- 
dent and  moderate  prince,  made  this  jud^ 
ment ;  that  it  was  fit  for.  him  to  hasten  to  let 
his  people  see,  that  he  meant  to  govern  by  law, 
howsoever  he  came  in  by  the  sword ;  and  fit 
aba  to  reclaim  them  to  know  him  for  their 
king,  whom  they  had  so  lately  talktd  of  as  an 
enemy  or  banished  man.  For  that  which  con- 
cerned the  entailing-  oi*  the  crowii,  (more  than 
that  he  was  true  in  his  own  will,  that  he  would 
not  endure  any  mention  of  the  lady  Elizubeth, 
no  not  in  tlie  nature  of  special  entail),  he  car- 
ried it  otherwise  with  great  wisdom  and  mea- 
sure. For  lie  did  not  press  to  have  die  act 
penned  by  way  of  declaration  or  recognition 
of  right;  as  on  the  other  side,  he  avoided  to 
have  it  by  new  law  or  ordinance ;  but  chose 
rather  a  kind  of  middle-way,  by  way  of  esta- 
blishiment,  and  that  under  covert  and  indif^ 
ferent  words ;  *  That  the  inlieritancc  of  the 
crown  should  rest,  remain,  and  abide  in  the 
king,  &c.*  which  words  might  equally  be  ap- 
plied, Tliat  the  crown  should  continue  to  him; 
but  whethclr  as  having  former  right  to  it,  which 
was  doubtful,  or  having  it  then  in  fact  and 
possessioh,  which  no  man  denied,  was  left  fair 
te  interpretation  eitlicr  way.  And  again,  for 
the  hmitation  of  the  entail,  he  did  not  press  it 
to  go  farther  than  to  himself  and  to  the  heirs  of 
liis  body,  not  speaking  of  liis  right  heirs ;  hut 
leaving  that  to  the  la^<r  to  decide ;  so  as  the 
entail  might  secnj  rather  a  personal  favour  to 
him  and  his  children,  than  a  total  disinherison 
to  the  house  of  York.  And  in  this  form  was 
the  law  drawn  and  passed.  This  statute  lie 
procu^ed  ^  be  confn-med  by  the  pope's  bull 
the  year  following,  with  mention  i\everthcless, 
by  way  of  recital,  of  his  other  titles,  both  of 
descent  andkroaquest.  So  as  now  the  wreathe 
of  three  was  made  a  wreathe  of  five,  fof  to  the 
tliree  first  titles,  of  the  two  houses,  and  con- 
quest were  added  ti^o  more,  the  authorities 
pariiamcntary  and  papal." 

"  The  king  likewise  in  the  reversal  of  the 
attainders  of  his  partakers,  and  discharpjing 
them  of  all  offences  incident  to  his  service  and 
succour,  had  bis  will  and  acts  passed  accord- 
ingly. Ill  the  passage  whereof,  exception  was 
taken  to  divers  persons  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, for  that  they  were  attainted,  and  there- 
by not  Ic^,  nor  habilitate  to  serve  in  pari, 
being  disabled  in  the  highest  degree :  and  that 
is  sbotdd  be  a  great  incongruity  to  have  them 
Uf.  make  laws,  who  thcmsehes  were  not  in* 


law^d.  The  truth  was,  thrCt  divers  of  thos^ 
which  had  in  the  time  of  king  Rd.  been  strong- 
est and  most  declared  for  the  king's  party, 
were  retui*ned  kiiights  and  burges^c^s  for  the 
pari,  whether  by  care  or  recommendation  from 
the  state,  or  the  voluntary  inclination  qt'  the 
people;  many  of  which  had  been  by  Rd.  Ill, 
attainted  by  outlawries,  or  otherwise.  Th^ 
king  was  somewhat  troubled  with  this:  for 
though  it  had  a  grave  and  specious  shew,  yet  it 
reflected  upon  his  party.  But  wisely  not  shew- 
ing himselr  at  all  moved  therewith,  he  woijd 
not  understand  it  but  as  a  case  of  law ;  and 
wished  the  judges  to  be  advised  thereupon ; 
who,  for  that  purpose,  \vere  forthwith  assem- 
bled in  the  Exchcquen-Chaitiber,  which  is  the 
Council-Chamber  of  the  Judges;  and  upon 
deliberation  they  gave  a  grave  and  safe  opi- 
nion and  advice,  mixed  with  law  and  conve- 
nience ;  which  was,  that*  the  knights  and  bur- 
gesses attainted  by  the  course  of  law,  should 
forbear  to  come  into  the  house,  till  a  law  were 
passed  for  the  reversal  of  their  attainders." 

"  It  was  at  tliat  time  incidcntly  moved 
amongst  the  judges  in  their  consultation,  what 
should  be  done  for  the  king  hhnsclf,  who  fike- 
wise  was  attainted ;  but  it  was  with  unanimous 
consent  resolved,  *  That  the  crown  lakes  away 
all  defects  and  stops  in  blood;  and  that  from 
the  time  the  king  did  assume  the  crown,  the 
fountain  was  cleared,  and  all  attainders  und 
corruption  of  blood  discharged.'  But  never- 
theless for  honour's  sake  it  was  ordained  by 
pa^K  that  all  records  wherein  there  was  any 
memory,  or  mention  of  the  kingt>  attainder,' 
sliould  be  defaced,  caucelled,  and  taken  oft' 
Uie  file."  < 

"  But  on  the, part  of  tlie  king's  enemies, 
there  were  by  iwirl.  attainted,  the  late  duke  of 
Gloucester,  calling  himself  Rich.  III.  the  duko 
of  Norfolk,  the  carl  of  Surry,  vise.  Love!,  the' 
Id.  Ferrers,  the  Id.  Zouch^  Rich.  RatclilFe,' 
Wm.  Catesby,  and  many  others  of  degree  and 
quality,  in  which  bills  of  Attainders  never- 
theless, thei-e  were  contained  many  just  and' 
temperate  clauses,  sa^'ings  and  provisoes,  well- 
shewing  and  fore-tokening  the  wisdom,  stay, 
and  moderation  of  t,he  king's  spirit  of  govt. 
And  for  the  pardon  of  the  rest  that  had  stood' 
against  tlie  ting,  the  king  upon  a  second  ad-' 
vice,  thought  it  not  fit  it  should  pass  by  pari, 
the  better^  being  matter  of  cracc,  to  impro- 
priate the  thanks  to  himself;  using  only  the 
opportunity  of  a  parliament- time,  the  better 
to  disperse  it  into  the  veins  of  tlie  kingdom. 
Therefore  during  the  parh  he  published  his  royal 
proclvimation,  ofifering  pardon  and  grace  of 
restitution,  to  all  such  as  had  taken  arm.?,  or 
been  participant  of  any  attempts  against  him  ; 
so  as  they  submitted  themselves  to  his  mercy 
by  a  day,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  him.  Whereupon  many  came  out 
of  sanctuary,  and  many  more  cnme  out  of 
fear,  no  less  guilty  than  those  that  had  taken 
sanctuary," 

"  ^s  for  money  or  treasure,  the  king  thoucrht 
it  not  seasonable;  or  fit,  to  demand  any  of  his  • 
.    2  G  .  , 
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subjects  at  this  pari. ;  both  because  l^e  had  re- 
ceived satisfaction  from  them  in  matters  of  so 
great  importance,  and  because  he  could  not 
remunerate  them  with  any  general  pardon, 
being  prevented  therein  by  tlie  coronation 
pardon,  passed  immediately  before.  But 
chiefly,  for  that  it  was  in  every  man's  eye, 
what  great  forfeitures  and  confiscations  he  tiad 
at  that  present  to  help  himself;  whereby  those 
casualties  oi  the  crown  might  iu  reason  spore 
the  purses  of  his  subjects ;  especially  in  a  time 
wlien  he  was  in  peace  with  all  lib  neighbours  (ei). 
Some  few  la\vs  passed  at  that  pari,  almost  for 
form-sake ;  amongst  which  there  was  one,  to 
reduce  aliens,  bemg  made  denizens,  .to  pay 
strangers  customs;  and  another,  to  draw  to 
himself  the  seizures  and  compositions  of  Itidian 
goods,  for  not  emf)loyment,  being  points  of 
profit  to  his  coflfers,  whereof  from  the  rery 
beginning  he  was  not  forgetful;  and  had  been 
more  happy  at  the  latter  end,  if  hij>  early  pro- 
vidence, which  Itept  him  from  all  necessity  of 
exacting  upon  his  pfeoplc,  could  litjewisc  have 
tempered  liis  nature  therein.  He  added  during 
.pari,  to  his  former  creations,  tlie  ennoblement 
or  advancement  in  nobility  of  a  few  others: 
the  Iqrd  Changes  of  Britain,  was  made  earl  of 
Bath,  and  sir  Giles  Dawbeney  was  made  lord 
I)awbency,  and  sir  Robert  Willougliby  lord 
Brooke.  The  king  did  also  with  great  noble- 
ness and  bounty,  which  virtues  at  that  time 
had  their  turns  in  his  nature,  restore  Edw. 
8talVord,  eldest  son  to  Hehry  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, attainted  in  the  time  of  king  Rich,  -not 
only  to  his  dignities,  but  to  his  foitutfcs  and 
possessions,  whicli  were  great;  to  which  he 
was  moved  also  by  a  kind  of  gratitude,  for 
that  the  duke  was  the  man  that  moved  the 
first  stone  against  the  tyranny  of  king  Rich, 
and  indeed  made  the  king  a  bridge  to  the 
crown  upon  his  own  ruins.  Thus  the  pari, 
broke  up,** 

A  Pari  called,']  In  1488  another  pari,  was 
called,  by  writs  bearing  date  Sept.  1st,  to 
meet  at  Westminster  on  the  9th  of  Nov.  fol- 
lowing, and  in  the  Sd  year  of  Henry's  reign. 
Being  all  assembled,  lord  Bacon  informs  us 
that,  Tho.  Morton,  abp^  a£  Canterbury  and 
chancellor  of  England,  declared  the  cause  of 
tjie  summons  in  words  to  this  effect ; 

T/ie  Lord  Chancellor's  Speech  to  both 
jTouses,]  **  My  lords  and  masters  i  the  king's 
grace,  our  sovereign  lord,  hath  commanded 
me  to  declare  unto  you  the  causes  that  have 
moved  him  at  this  time  to  summon  this  his 
pari,  which  I  shall  do  in  £ew  words;  crav^ 
ing  pardon  of  his  grace  and  you  aU,  if  I  per* 
foi-m  it  not  as  I  wouldj  His  grace  doth  first  of 
all  let  you  know,  that  he  retaineth  iti  thank<^ 
ful  memory  the  love  and  loyalty  shewed  to  him 

(a)  lliough  lord  Bacon  says  this,  yet  we  are 
informed  by  the  collection  of  public  acts,  that 
the  usual  tonnage  and  poundage,  and  the  sob- 
sidy  on  ivoob,  wool-fells  smd  hides,  were  granted 
by  this  pari.  Rymer's  Feed-  Tom,  XU.  p.  335. 
llie  clergy  also  graated  a  tenth.    Ibid.  p#  3)3^ 


by  you,  at  your  last  meetine,  in  estabhshmenC 
of  his  royalty;  freeing  and  discharging ^f  bia 
partakers,  and  contiscation  of  his  traitors  and 
rebels;  more  than' which  could  not  come  from 
subjects  to  their  sovereign  in  one  action.  This 
he  caketh  so  well  at  your  hands,  as  he  hath 
made  it  a  resolution  to  himself  to  communi-* 
cate  with  so  loving  and  well-approved  sub« 
jects,  in  all  affairs  that  are  of  public  natur^  at 
home  or  abroad.  Two,  therefore,  are  the 
causes  of  your  present  assembling:  tlieone,  a 
foreign  business;  the  other,  matter  of  govt,  at 
home.  The  French  king  (as  no  doubt  yoa 
liave  heard)  makcth  at  this  present  hot  war 
upon  the  duke  of  Brittainc.  His  army  is  now 
before  Nanls,  and  holdcth  it  straitly  besieged, 
being  the  principal  city  (if  not  iu  ceremony 
and  pre-cminrtice,  yet  m  strength  and  wealth) 
of  that  duchy.  You  may  guess  at  his  hopes, 
by  his  attempting  of  the  hai-dest  part  of  the 
war  first.  1  he  cause  of  this  war  he  knoweth 
best.  He  alledgeth  the  entertaining  and  suc- 
couring of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  some 
other  French  lords,  wliom  the  king  taketh  for 
his  enemies.  Others  divine  of  other  matters. 
Both  parts  have  by  their  ambassadors  divers 
times  prayed  the  king's  aids:  the  Fronch  king, 
aids  or  neutrality;  the  Brittons,  aids  simpljp; 
for  so  tlieir  case  requireth.  The  king,  as  a 
Christian  prince,  and  blessed  son  of  the  holy 
church,  hath  offered  himself  as  a  mediator,  to 
.  treat  a  peace  between  them.  The  French 
king  yicldeth  to  treat,  but  will  not  stay  the 
prosecution  of  the.  war.  Tlie  Brittons,  that 
desire -peace  most,  heaken  to  it  least;  not 
upon  confidence  or  stidbess,  but  upon  distrust 
of  true  meaning,  seeing  the  war  goes  on.  So  a» 
the  king,  after  as  much  pains  and  care  to  ef^ 
feet  a  peace  as  ever  he  took  in  any  business, 
not  bemg  able  to  remove  the  prosecution  on 
the  one  side,  nor  the  distrust  on  the  other, 
caused  by  that  prosecution,  hath  let  fall  tlie 
treaty;  not  repenting  of  it,  but  despairing  of 
it  now,  as  not  likely  to  succeed.  Therefore, 
by  this  narrative,  yoo  now  understand  the 
state  of  the  question,  whereupon  the  king 
prayeth  your  advice ;  which  is  no  other  but 
Whether  he  shall  enter  into  an  auxiliftry  and 
defcmsive  war  for  the  Brittons  against  France  ? 
And  for  the  better  to  open  your  understand- 
ings in  this  affair,  tlie  king  hath  cominanded 
me  to  say  somewhat  to  you  for  him,  of  the 
persons  that  do  intervene  in  this  business; 
and  somewhat  of  the  consequence  thereof,  as 
it  hath  relation  to  this  kingdom ;  and  som«* 
what  of  the  example  of  it  in  ^oeral ;  m^ing 
netertheless  no  conclusion  or  judgment  of  any 
point,  until  his  grace  hath  recaiV^d  your  fai^lin- 
ful  and  politic  advices.  First,  for  the  king 
our  9oyereign  himself,  who  is  the  principal  per- 
son you  are  to  eye  in  this  hnsiness:  his  grace 
doth  profess,  that  he  truly  and  constantly  de» 
sireth  to  reign  in  peace.  But  hb  grace  saith^ 
he  will  neither  hiiy  peace  with  dishonour,  nor 
take  it  up  at  interest  of  danger  to  ensue;  but 
shall  tliink  it  a  good  change,  if  it  pleased  OimI 
to  chftuge  the  iaward  troubles  and  Mdttjoiisy 
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^kerewith  he  hath  heen  hitherto  exercised, 
into  an  honourable  ft>rei^  war.  And  for  the 
other  two  persons  in  this  action,  the  French 
ktnv  and  tne  duke  of  Brittaine,  his  grace  doth 
declare  unto  you,  that  they  be  the  men  unto 
whom  he  is  of  all  other  Mends  and  allies  most 
bounden;  the  one  having  held  over  him  his 
hand  of  protection  from  me  tjrrant,  the  other 
having  reached  forth  unto  him  his  hand  of 
help,  for  the  recovery  of  his  kingdom.  So  that 
his  affection  toward  them  in  his  natural  person 
is  upon  equal  terms.  And  whereas  you  may 
have  heard,  that  his  grace  was  enforced  to  fly 
out  of  Brittaine  intp  France,  for  doubts  Of  be- 
ing betrayed ;  his  grace  would  not  in  any  sort 
have  that  reflect  upon  the  duke  of  Brittaine,  in 
defiu^ment  of  his  former  benefits;  for  that  he 
b  thoroughly  informed,  that  it  was  but  the 
practice  of  some  corrupt  persons  about  him, 
dtu-ing  the  time  of  his  sickness,  altogether 
without  his  conssnt  or  privity.  But  howso- 
ever these  things  do  interest  tiis  grace  in  his 
Particular,  yet  he  knoweth  well,  tliat  tlie 
iglicr  bond  that  tieth  him  to  procure  by  aU 
means  the  safety  and  welfare  of  his  loving  sub- 
jects>  dotli  disinterest  him  of  these  obligations 
of  gratitude,  otherwise  than  thus;  that  if  his 
grac^  be  forced  to  make  a  war,  he  do  it  with- 
out passion  or  ambition.-— For  the  consequence 
of  this  action  towards  this  kingdom,  it  is  much 
as  the  French  king's  intention  is.  For  if  it  be 
no  more,  but  to  range  his  subjects  to  reason, 
who  bear  themselves  stout  upon  the  strength 
ofthedukeof  Brittaine,  it  is  nothing  to  us. 
But  if  it  be  in  the  French  king's  purpose,  (or 
if  it  should  not  be  in  his  purpose,  yet  if  it  shall 
follow  all  one,  as  if  it  were  sought,)  that  the 
French  king  shall  make  a  province  of  Brit> 
taiiie,  and  join  it  to  the  crown  of  France;  then 
it  is  worthy  the  consideration,  how  tliis  rpay 
import  England,  as  well  in  the  increasement 
of  the  greatness  of  France,  by  the  addition  of 
such  a  country,  that  stretcheth  his  boughs  unto 
our  seas,  as  in  depriving  this  nation,  and  leav- 
ing it  so  naked  of^so  firm  and  assured  con^le- 
rates,  as  the  Bnttons  have  always  been.  For 
then  it  will  come  to  pass,  tliat  whereas,  not 
iong  since,  this  realm  was  mighty  upon  the 
continent,  first  in  territory,  and  atler  in  alli> 
ance,  in  respect  of  Bur^dy  and  Brittaine, 
which  wore  confederates  indeed,  but  depend- 
ant confederates ;  now  the  one  being  already 
cast,  partly  into  the  greatness  of  France,  and 
partly  into  that  of  Austria,  the  other  is  Hke 
wholly  to  be  cast  into  the  greatness  of  France ; 
and  this  island  shall  remain  confined  in  effect 
within  the  salt  waters,  and  girt  about  with  the 
coast  countries  of  two  mighty  monarchs.-^JFor 
the  example,  it  resteth  likewise  upon  the  same 
question,  upon  the  French  king's  intent.  For, 
n  Brittaine  be  carried  and  swallowed  up  by 
France,  as  the  world  abroad  conceive  it  will, 
then  it  is  an  example  veiy  dangerous  and  unir 
versa],  that  the  lesser  neighbour's' estate  should 
¥e  devoured  by  tlie  greater.  For  this  may  be 
ihe  case  of  Scotland  towards  England;  of  Por- 
tg|«i  towards  Spain;  of  the  smaller  estates  of 


I^y  towi^rd  the  greater;  and  so  of  Germany; 
or  as  if  some  of  you  of  the  con^mons  might  not 
live  and  dwell  safely,  besides  some  ot  thes^ 
great  lords.  And  the  bringing  in  of  this  ex- 
ample will  be  chiefly  laid  to  the  king's  charge, 
as  to  him  that  was  most  interested  and  most 
able  to  forbid  it.  But  th^n  on  the  other  side^ 
there  is  so  fair  a  pretext  on  the  French  king's 
part  (and  yet  pretext  is  never  wanting  to 
power)  in  regard  the  danger  imminent  to  his 
own  estate  is  such,  as  may  inake  this  enter-  . 
prise  seem  rather  a  work  of  necessity  tha^  of 
ambition,  as  doth  in  reason  correct  ^e  dan- 
ger of  the  example.  For  that  the  example  of 
that  which  is  done* in  a  man's  own  defence 
cannot  be  dangerous,  because  it  is  in  another's 
power  to  avoid  it.  But  in  all  this  business, 
the  king  remits  himself  to  your  grave  and  ma-j 
tare  adyice,  whereupon  he  purposeth  to  rely. 
For  rtat  which  may  concern  govt^  at  horao^ 
the  king  hath  commanded  me  to  say  unto  you. 
That  he  thinketh  there  was  never  any  king; 
(for  the  small  time  that  he  hath  reigned)  had 
greater  and  juster  cause  of  the  two  contrary 
passions,  qf  joy  and  sorrow,  than  his  grace 
hath.  Joy,  in  respect  of  the  rare  and  visible 
favours  oi'  Almighty  God,  in  girding  the  luipe-. 
rial  sword  upon  his  side,  and  assisting  the  same 
his  sword  against  al)  his  enemies;  and  like- 
wise in  blefiing  him  with  so  many  good  anc^ 
loving  servants  and  su^ects,  wh.ich  nave  ne- 
ver failed  to  give  him.  iaithful  couucil,  ready 
obedience,  and  courageous  defence^  Sorrow, 
for  that  it  hath  not  pleased  God  to  puffer  him 
to  sheath  his  sword  (as  he  greatly  desired 
otherwise  than  for  administration  o(  justice^ 
but  that  ho  hath  been  forced  to.  draw  it  $o  oft. 
to  cut  off  traiterous  and  disloyal  subjects^ 
whom  (it  seems)  God  hath  left  (a  few  amongst 
many  cood)  as  the  Canaanites  among  the  peo- 
ple of  Israel,  to  be  thorns  in  their  sides,  to  tempt 
and  try  them  •  though  the  end  hath  been  always, 
(God's  name  DC  blessed  therefore)  that  the  de- 
struction hath  fallen  upon  their  own  heads. 
Wherefore  his  grace  saitn,  That  he  seeth  that  it 
is  not  the  blood  spilt  in  the  fieljd  that  will  savo. 
the  blood  in  the  city ;  nor  tlie  marshal's  sword 
that  will  set  this  kii^gdom  in  perfect  peace; 
but  that  the  true  way  is,  to  stop  the  seeds  of 
sedition  a^d  rebellion  in  their  beginnings;  and 
for  tliat  purpose  to  devise,  confirm,  and  quick- 
en good  and  wholesome  laws,  against  riots, 
and  unlawful  assemblies  of  people,  and  all. 
combinations  and  confederacies  of  them,  by 
liveries,  tokens,  and  other  badges  of  factious^ 
dependence;  tliat  the  peace  of  the  land  inay,^ 
by  these  oroioances,  as  by  bars  of  iron,  bo 
soundly  bound  in  and  strengthened,  and  all. 
force  both  in  court,  country,  and  private 
houses,  be  supprest.  The  care  hereof,  which 
so  much  concerneth  yourselves,  and  which  tlui 
nature  of  ihe  times  doth  instantly  call  for,  his 
grace  commends  to  your  wisdoms.  And  be- 
cause it  is  the  king's  desire,  that  this  peac(% 
wherein  he  hopeth  to  govern  and  maintaiu 
you,  do  not  bear  only  unto  you  leaves  for  yoi^ 
to  sit  under  the  shade  of  tliem  V[i  safety,  Lu^ 
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abo  sliouid  bear  you  fruit  of  riches,  wealth, 
aud  plenty :  therefore  liis  grace  prays  you,  to 
take  into  consideration  matter  of  tfacle,  as  s 
also  the  manufactures  of  the  kingdom,  aud  to 
ireprei>s  the  bastard  and  barren  cmnloyn^ent  of 
pionies,  to  usury  ajid  unlawful  exchanges,  that 
they  may  be  (as  th^ir  natural  use  is)  turned 
upon  commerce,  and*lawfi;l  and  royjil  trading. 
And  likewi>c,  that  our  people  be  set  on  work 
in  arts  and  handicrafts;  that  the  realm  may 
subsist  more  of  itself,  that  idleness  be  avoided, 
and  tlic  draining  out  of  our  treasure,  for  fo# 
rcif^n  manufactures,  stopped.  But  you  arc 
not  to  rest  here  only,  but  t^  provide  further, 
that  whatsoever  merchandize  shall  be  brought 
in  from  beyond  the  seas  may  be  employed 
iipon  the  commodities  of  this  land ;  wnereby 
the  kingdom's  stock  of  treasure  may  be  sure  to 
be  kept  from  being  diminished/  by  any  ovcr- 
tradim^  of  the  foreigner.  And,  lastly,  because 
the  king  ^s  well  assured  that  you  would  not 
have  hlui  poor  that  wishes  you  rich;  he  doubt- 
cth  not,  but  that  you  will  have  care,  as  well  to 
maintain  his  revenues  of  customs,  and  all  other 
natures,  as  also  to  supply  hiiii  with  your  loving 
aids,  if  the  case  shall  so  require.  The  rather, 
for  tliat  you  know  the  king  is  a  good  husband, 
and  but  a  steward  in  effect  for  the  publfc;  and 
that  what  comes  from  you  is  but"  as  moisture 
drawn  from  tlie  earth,  which  gathers  into  a 
cloud,  and  falls  back  upon  the  earth  again. 
And  you  know  well,  how  ti^  kingdoms  about 
you  grow  more  and  more  in  greatness,  and  the 
times  are  stirring,  aud  therefore  not  fit  to  find 
the  king  with  an  empty  purse.  More  I  have 
not  to  say  to  you;  and  wish  that  what  hath 
been  said  had  been  better  expressed ;  but  that 
vour  wisdoms  and  good^alfectious  will  supply. 
God  bless  your  doings."* 

A  Supply  voted  for  a  W^^  »'ifA  Trancc.l 
fhis  pari,  not  only  advised  the  king  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  duke  of  Britainy,  and  send  him 
some  speedy  aid,  but  unanimously  voted  the 
kin^  a  large  supp^y  for  that  purpose.  Accord- 
ingly, Rob.  lord  Brock  was  sent  over  to  his  aid, 
V  iih  a  body  of  KOOO  clioice  men,  well  armed  ; 
bur  it  all  came  to  nothing;  for  the  duke  hav- 
ing lost  a  battle  and  soon  after  his  life,  the 
English  forces  were  recalled,  and  the  district 
of  Britainy  was  reduced  under  subjection  to 
the  crown  of  France,  in  which  slate  it  huo  ever 
since  remained. 

Acts  pusscd.l  Many  excellent  laws  were 
made  in  this  paiA.  and  as  lord  t^acon  has 
elegantly  and  judiciously  drawn  them  all  up 
under  their  several  heads,  we  cannot  do  better 
than  give  them  in  his  own  words  as  follow  : 

"  First,  tlie  Authority  of  the  Star-Chamber, 
which  hf  fore  subsisted  by  the  ancient  common 
la%vs  of  the  realm,  'was  couljrraed  in  certain 
cases  by  act  of  pari.  Tliis  court  is  one  of  the 
g'a^est  and  noblest  institutions  of  tliis  kingdono. 
For  in  the  distribution  of  courts  of  ordinary 
justice,  (besides  the  high  court  of  pari.)  iu 
which  distribution  the  king's  bench  holdeththe 
pleas  of  the  crown  ;  tlie  common  pbce,  pleas 
civil;  the  exchecmcr,    picas  coucexuing   the 


king's  revenue ;  and  tjbe  ^Imucf  rjr  th^  iM^fetocJMi 
power  for  mitigating  the  rigour  of  law,  in  cas^ 
of  eiOxemity,  )by  tl;e  conscience  of  ^  goo^  man ; 
there  waa  nevertheless  aiwj^ys  reserve^  ^  hi^ 
and  pre-eminent  power  to  the  king*8  qouAol, 
in  causes  that  njght  in  example,  or  coa9«- 
quence,  concern  ^he  state  of  the  commop- 
wealth,  which  if  they  wcrp  criipinal,  the  coun- 
cil used  to  sit  in  tlie  cliambcr,  called  the  Star- 
Chamber;  if  ci>*il,  in  tlie  WJiite-Chamher,  or 
White-Hall.  And,  as  thp  chancery  had  th« 
pretorian  power  for  equity,  so  the  Star-Chfun- 
bcr  had  the  censorian  po^er  fof  oflfences,  na* 
der  the  degree  of  capital.  This  cpurt  of  St^rr 
Chamber  \a  compounded  of  good  elements,  for 
it  consisteth  of  4  k  inds  of  persons ;  counseUori^ 
peers,  prelates,  and  cliiet  judges.  It  disciQrn<* 
eth  a^  principally  of  4  kinds  of  causes ;  forces, 
frauds,  crimes  various  of  stcUionate,  and  tho 
inchoations  or  middle  ^cta  towards  crimes  ca-r 
pital,  or  heinous,  not  actually  comniittad  or 
perpetrated,  ^ut  that  whiph  was  priDcipalij 
aimed  at  by  this  act  was  force,  and  the  twQ 
chief  supports  pf  force,  combination  of  multi* 
tudes,  and  maintenance  or  headship  of  great 
persons." 

•«  From  the  general  peace  of  the  country, 
the  king's^are  went  on  to  the  peace  of  Ihe 
king's  iiouse,  and  the  security  of  his  gi-eat  oSSt* 
cers  and  counsellors.  But  this  law  was  some* 
what  of  a  strange  composition  and  temper; 
That  if  any  of  the  king  s  servants  under  the 
degree  of  a  lord,  do  conspire  the  death  of  aii^ 
of  the  king's  counsel,  or  lord  of  the  realm,  it 
is  made  capital.  This  la^v  was  thought  to  bo 
procured  by  the  lord  chanc.  who  being  a  stem 
and  haughty  man,  and  finding  he  had  some 
mortal  enemies  in  court,  provided  for  his  own 
safety ;  drowninj^  the  envy  of  it  in  a  generml 
law,  by  communicating  the  privilege  with  all 
other  counsellors  and  peer«,  and  yet  not  daring 
to  extend  it  further,  than  to  th^  king's  servanta 
in  Checkrowlc,  lest  it  should  have  been  too 
haRjh  to  the  gentlemen,  and  other  commons  of 
the^ngdom;  who  might  have  thought  their 
anaent  liberty  and  the  clemency  of  the  kws  of 
England  invaded,  if  the  will  in  any  case  of 
felony  should  be  made  the  deed.  And  yet  tha 
reason  which  the  act  yieldeth  (that  is  to  say. 
That  he  that  coospu-eth  the  death  of  counsoU 
lors  may  be  thought  indirectly,  and  by  a  means 
to  conspire  the  death  of  the  king  himself)  ia 
indilFerent  to  all  subjects,  as  well  as  to  servants 
in  court.  However  it  seems  this  sufficed  to 
serve  tlie  k>rd  chancellor's  tum  at  this  tim^: 
but  yet  he  lived  to  need  a  general  law,  for  that 
he  grew  aftcnvards  as  odious  to  the  country^ 
as  he  was  then  to  the  court." 

'^  From  the  peace  of  the  kind's  house,  the 
king's  care  extended  to  the  peace  of  pctvato 
houses  and  fomilies ;  for  there  waa  an  excellent 
moral  law  moulded  thns;  The  taking  apd  car- 
rying away  women  forcibly,  and  a^qst  their 
will,  (except  female  wards  and  bond  nomen) 
was  made  capital^ — There  was  made  also 
another  law  for  peace  in  general,  and  reprcM* 
i^  of  m>u'dc£a  and  mansl^ught^ra^  and  was  uk 
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IMBenteenc  of  die  oommon  laws  of  Qbe  i)e«kn, 

^eifig  Uus;  That  whereas  bj  the  oommon  law^ 
4he  lung's  suit  ia  case  of  homici^c^  did  expect 
lihe  year  and  the  day,  allowed  t^  the  party's 
jnik  by  way  of  appeal ;  and  that  it  was  found 
by  experience,  that  the  party  was  many  times 
compoonded  with,  aad  many  times  wearied 
'with  the  suit,  so  that  ia  the  end  such  sait  was 
let  faU,  and  by  that  time  the  matter  was  in  a 
tnanner  fixgotten,  and  thereby  prosecution  at 
the  king's  suit  by  indictment  {which  is  ever 
hest,  JiagrajUt  erimme)  n^lccted ;  it  was  or- 
dained, That  the  suit  by  indictment  might  be 
taken  as  well  at  any  time  within  the  year  and 
the  day,  as  after,  not  prejudicing  nevertheless 
'the  parties  suit. — ^The  kmg  began  also  then, 
«8  well  in  wis<ik>m  as  in  justice,  to  pare  a  little 
the  Privilege  of  Clergy,  ordi|ining,  That 
clerks  convicted  should  be  burnt  in  the  hand, 
both  because  they  might  taste  of  some  Cor- 
poral punishment,'  and  that  they  might  carry 
a  brand  of  infamy.  But  for  this  g^Ml  net's 
sake,  the  king  himii^*  was  after  branded  by 
Perkin's  proclamation,  for  an  execrable  breaker 
of  the  rights  of  holy  church. — ^Another  law 
was  made  for  the  better  peace  of  the  countiy ; 
by  which  law  the  king's  officers  and  farmers 
were  to  forfeit  their  places  and  holds,  in  case 
^of  unlawftil  retainer,  or  partaking  in  riots  and 
unlawRil  assemblies. — ^There  was  also  made 
good  and  politic  laws  in  tha^t  pari,  against 
psury,  uhich  is  the  bastard  use  of  money; 
and  against  unlftwiul  chievances  and  exchanges, 
which  is  bastard  nsury.  And  also  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  king's  customs ;  and  for  the  em- 
ploymerit  of  the  proceedures  of  foreign  com- 
modities, brought  in  by  merchant-strangers, 
upon  the  native  commodities  of  the  realm : 
together  with  some  other  laws  of  less  import- 
ance.*' 

'  An  Inmirrection  in  the  North,']  But,  not- 
withstanding these  good  and  salutary  laws 
were,  by  the  three  estates,  enacted ;  yet  the 
peoide  were  so  far  from  being  well  reconciled 
to  tile  ^vt.  that  they  seemed  to  watch  all  op- 
portunities to  rebel  against  it.  Accordingly, 
when  the  king's  commissioners  came  down  to 
levy  the  subsidy  in  Yorkshire  and  the  bishop- 
sic  of  Durham,  the  inhabitants  besan  to  mu- 
tiny; saying  openly.  That  they  had  lately  en- 
dured a  thousand  injuries,  and  that  they  nei- 
ther could  nor  would  pay  the  tax  denoanded. 
llik  was  their  pretence;  but  lord  Bacon  ob- 
serves tlmt  "  the  relusal  did  not  proceed  from 
any  present  necessity,  but  from  the  old  humour 
of  tnose  countries ;  where  the  memory  of  king 
Richard  was  so  strong,  that,  like  lees,  it  lay 
in  the  bottom  of  men*s  hearts ;  and,  if  the 
vessel  was  but  stirred,  it  would  come  up.'' 
The  eommissicMiers,  being  somewhat  astonish- 
ed, referred  the  matter  to  the  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland, who  was  the  principal  man  for 
authonty  in  those  parts.  The  earl  instantly 
informed  the  court  of  it,  and  signified  in  plain 
terms  how  boisterous  these  northern  people 
were,  and  desired  the  king's  directions  about 
liie  kSedr,    Heary  sent  back  a  peitinptory 


answer,  **  That  he  would  not  abate  one  ^noy 
of  a  Subsidy,  which  bad  been  granted  him  1^ 
pari. ;  because  it  mi^ht  encourage  oth^  ei>un-« 
ties  to  expect  the  hke  release,  or  mitigation ; 
but,  chiefly,  because  he  would  never  sufer 
that  tl«e  base  muldtude  sliould  fruatrate  tha 
authority  of  put  wlierein'tfadr  votes  iLod  eon* 
sents  were  mduded."  Upon  this  dispatch 
from  court  the  earl  assembled  t^  principal 
julitices  anfd  freeholders  of  the  couatY;'and 
delivered  the  king's  mind  to  them  in  dbe  verr 
same  imperious  language  it  was  seat;  whick 
should  not  have  been  so,  but  'that,  as  lord 
Bacon  observes,  ''  this  harsh  business  was  uiv- 
fbrtunately  iallen  into  the  hands  of  a  harsk 
man."  In  short,  it  proved  fatal  to  himself; 
for  tliis  message  did  not  only  irritate  the  people 
greatly,  but  made  them  conc?eive  that  the  de^ 
fiverer  of  it  ira»  the  i>riuc»pai  contriver  and 
persuader  o(  the  council.  A  mob,  or  rabble 
of  people,  rose  instantly  npon  it,  and,  assail* 
ing  the  duke's  house,  slew  him  and  several  of 
his  servants.  Nor  did  it  stop  here,  for  tha 
rabble  creatifi^  for  their  leader  one  air  John 
^reraond,  a  fhctious  person,  and  one  wlu> 
for  a  long  time  had  borne  the  king  an  ill  will; 
being  animated,  also,  by  another  incendiary^ 
a  mean  feUow,  called  John  k  Chambrc,  who 
bore  a  principal  sway  anuingst  them,  they, 
broke  out  into  an  open  rcl»efiion,  and  gava 
out  in  flat  terms,  tlmt  tliey  would  march 
against  Henry,  and  fight  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  liberties.  When  the  king  was  adver- 
tised of  this  new  insurrection,  li*  seemed  little 
troubled  at  it,  but  sent  down  the  earl  of 
Surrey  with  a  sufficient  force  against  the  rebels  ; 
who,  fought  with,  and  defeated  them,  taking 
prisoner  one  of  their  leaders  Jolm  ^Chambre; 
the  other,  sir  John  Egremond,  found  means  te 
escape  into  Flanders,  to  the  lady  Mai^ret 
duchess  of  Burgundy ;  whose  court  was  them 
an  asylum  for  all  rhe  enemies  to  king  Henry. 
Soon  af^er  this  defeat  the  king  came  tUmn  te 
York,  where  John  h  Chambre  was  esecnttd  ia 
great  state.  The  rest  of  the  rebels  were  par* 
doned ;  and  rhe  king  having  settled  these 
northern  commotions,  returned  to  ■  London  ; 
leaving  the  earl  of  Surrey  his  lieut.  in  those 
parts,  and  sir  Rd.  Tunstal  for  his  principal 
commissioner  to  levy  the  Subsidy;  of  whioh» 
adds  lord  Bacon,  he  did  not  remit  one  denief. 
This  insurrection  happened, in  1489. 

A  Parf.  called.']  At  the  end  of  the  4th  year^ 
of  his  reign,  the  king  thought  fit  to  call  anothci^ 

Earl,  but  the  express  time  is  not  mentioned  in 
>ugdale;  for  the  summons  to  this,  and  thf 
parliaments  in  the  two  succeeding  years,  are 
not  to  be  found  on  the  Rolls.  However,  the 
Statute  Books  say,  it  began  Jan.  13,  149a— 
'Many  wise  laws  were  made  in  this  pari,  a  short 
account  of  which  we  shall  give  in  the  words  of 
lord  Bacon. 

Acts  pcijfrf.]  «  The  king,  finding  by  the 
insurrection  in  the  north,  there  was  discon- 
tentment abroad,  in  respjct'of  the  Subsidy,  he 
thought  it  good  to  give  rii*  subjects  yet  farrher 
cootentmenti^aBd  comfort  in  thai  kind.    C<^r- 
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taiaiy  hss  times  for  good  oommqnwealtbs  laws 
did  excel;  so  as  he  may  justly  be  celebrated 
fi>r  th^  best  lawgiver  to  this  Dntioii,  aflcr  kiiiii; 
£dw.  ] .  For  his  laws  (who  so  marks  them  well) 
•re  deep,  and  not  vulgar ;  not  made  upon  the 
apur  of  a  particular  occaibion  for  the  present, 
hiU.  out  o(  providence  of  the  future,  to  make 
the  estate  of  his  people  siill  more  arA  more 
liappy ;  after  the  manacr  of  the  legi^>lato^s  in 
•ucreiit  and  heroic^  times. — First,  therefore, 
he  xnade  a  law  suitable  to  his  own  acts  and 
times.  For,  as  himself  had  in  his  person  and 
narriiige  made  a  final  concord,  in  the  great 
suit  and  title  for  the  crown  ;  so  by  this  law  he 
•ettled  the  like  peace  and  qaict  in  the  private 
po^sessiofM  of  the  subjects.  Ordaining;  That 
Vines  thenceforth  should  be  final  to  conclude 
all  btrnngers  rights ;  and  tiiat  upon  Fines  lo^ 
\icd,  and  solcmuly  proclaimed,  the  subject 
kibouki  have  his  t^riie  o(  watcl)  for  5  years  after 
hm  title  accrued ;  which,  if  he  fbre^passed,  his 
right  should  be  bound  for  ever  afWr;  with 
•ome  exception  nevertheless^  oif  miiM>rs,  mar- 
ried women,  and  such  incompetent  persons. — 
**  Another  statute  was  taade  of  singular  policy, 
lor  the  Population  appareoUy,  and  (if  it  be 
l^ioroughly  coBsidered)  for  the  Soldiery  and 
Kilitai7  Forces  of  the  renlm.-^Iiiclosures  at 
tkit  time  began  to  be  more  frequent,  whereby 
arable  land  which  coold  aot  be  manured  with- 
out people  aud  families  was  turned  into  pas* 
tore,  which  was  easily  rid  by  a  few  herdsmen ; 
and  tenancies  for  years,  live»,  and  at  will 
^whereupon  nftich  of  the  yeomanry  hved)  were 
turaed  into  demesnes.  This  bred  a  decay  of 
people,  and,  by  consequence,  a  decay  of  towns, 
churches,  tithes,  and  the  like.  The  king  like- 
wise knew  full  well,  that  there  ensued  withtU 
vpoA  this  a  decay  and  diminution  of  subsidy 
and  taxes ;  for  the  more  gentlemen,  ever  the 
lawer  books  of  Mibsidies.  In  remedying  of 
tlua  inconvenience^  tlie  kinjr's  wisdom  was  ad- 
mirable, and  the  parliament's  at  that  time.  In- 
closures  tliay  would  not  forbid,  lor  tJ^at  had 
been  to  forbid  the  improvement  of  the  patri* 
noay  of  the  kingdom ;  nor  tillage  they  woukl 
pot  compel,  for  that  was  to  strive  with  the  na- 
tace  aud  ptility.  But  they  took  a  course  to 
take  away  depopulating  indosures,  and  dcpo- 
pMlatin^  Pilfiturage,  and  yet  not  by  that  name, 
or  by  auy  imperious  express  prooibition,  but 
by  consequence.  The  ordinance  was,  That 
a&  houses  of  husbandry  that  were  used  with  QO 
^es  of  ground  and  upwards,  should  be  main- 
taiiied  and  kept  up  for  ever ;  together  with  a 
competent  proportion  of  land  to  be  used  and 
occupied  with  tbem,  aud  in  no  wise  to  be  se- 
vered from  them ;  as  by  another  statute,  made 
afterwards  in  bis  successor's  time,  was  more 
fully  declared.  This  upon  forfeiture  to  be 
taken;  not  by  way  of  popvlar  action,  but  by 
seizure  of  the  land  itself,  by  the  king  and  lords 
of  the  fee,  as  to  half  the  promts,  till  tlie  houses 
and  lauds  were  restored.  By  tliis  means  the 
hon^  being  kept  up,  did  of  necessity  inforce 
a  dweller;  and  the  proportion  of  land  for  oc- 
capatiou  being  kept  up^  did  of  u^|Sbity  inforce 


that  dweller,  not  to  be  a  beggar  or  oottager, 
but  a  mau  of  .-ome  substance,  that  might  keep 
hinds  and  servants*,  aud  set  the  plough  on  go* 
ing.  1  his  did  wonderfully  concern  the  might 
a4id  manhood  of  the  k  iii^dom  to  have  fermes', 
as  it  were  of  a  standard  suthcii-nt  to  maiutaia 
an  able  l>ody  out  of  penury ;  and  did  in  eSect 
amort i/e  a  great  part  of  the  lands  of  the  king- 
dom unto  the  hold  and  occupation  of  the  yeo- 
manry, or  middle  people,  of  a  condition  be- 
tween gentlemen  and  cottagers  or  peasants. 
Nyw,  how  much  this  did  advance  t'lc  miUtarj 
power  of  the  kingdom,  is  apparent  by  the  true 
principles  of  war,  and  the  examples  of  other 
kingdoms.  For  it  hath  been  heldi)y  the  ge* 
neral  opinion  of  men  Ch  best  judgment  in  tlie 
wars,  that  the  principal  strength  of  an  army 
consi^teth  in  tne  infantry  or  fooL  And  to 
make  good  infantry,  it  requireth  men  bred,  not 
in  a  servile  or  iiMigent  fashion,  but  in  some 
free  and  plentiful  manuer.  Therefore  if  aatate 
run  most  to  noblemen  and  gentlomcn,  and  that 
the  husbandmen  aad  ploughmen  be  but  as  their 
work-folks  and  labeurers,  or  elde  mere  cot*? 
takers  (which  are  but  house  beggars)  yoii  may 
have  a  good  cavalry,  but  never  good  stable 
bands  of  foot. — ^The  king  ako,  having  care  to 
make  his  realm  potent,  as  well  by  sea  as  by 
land,  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the  Navy^* 
ordiiined,  That  Wines  and  Woads  from  the 

ru  of  Gascotgny  aud  Languedoc,  should  not 
brought  but  in  £i^i^  bottoms;  bowing 
the  ancient  policy  oi  thm  e^ttato,  from  consi-. 
deration  of  plenty' to  consideration  of  power. 
For  that  almost  all  the  andent  statutes  incite 
by  all  means  merchantp-strangeis,  to  bring  in 
all  sorts  of  commodities;  having  for  end  cheap* 
ness,  and  not  looking  to  the  point  of  state  con- 
cerning the  naval  power.— The  king  also  made 
a  statute  in  that  pari,  monitory  and  minatory^ 
towards  Justices,  of  Peace,  that  they  should 
duly  execute  their  oSice ;  inviting  complaints- 
against  them,  first  to  their  fellow  justices,  then 
to  the  justices  of  assce,  then  to  the  kiiig  or 
chancellor;  and  that  a  proclamation,  whicli 
he  had  published  of  that  tenor,  should  be  read 
in  open  sessions  4  times  a  year,  to  keep  them 
awake. — He  made  also  laws  for  the  correctioix 
of  the  Mint  and  counterfeiting  of  fbreie;n  Coin 
current.  Aud  that  no  payment  in  gold  should 
be  made  to  any  merchant  stranger,  the  better 
to  keep  treasure  within  the  realm,  for  that  gold 
was  the  metal  that  lay  in  least  room. — ^He  wde 
also  statutes  for  the  maintenance  of  Drapery, 
and  the  keeping  of  Wools  within  the  ceahn ; 
aud  not  only  so,  hut  for  stinting  and  limiting 
the  prices  of  cloth;  one  for  the  finer,  and  ano- 
ther for  the  coarser  sort.  Which  I  note,  botk 
because  it  was  a  rare  thing  to  set  prices  by 
statute,  especially  upon  our  home  commodi- 
ties; a^  because  of  the  wise  model  of  the^ 
act,  oor  prescribing  price*,  but  stinting  then^ 
not  to  exceed  a  rate,  that  the  clothier  might 
drape  accordidgly,  c^  he  might  afiford." — Dw 
vers  other  good  statutes  were  made  that  parU,' 
but  these  were  the  principal.  And  here  I  dc^ 
desire  tbo»e;  into  woose  iaads  this  work  ^t^^ik 
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fidl,  thM  they  do  take  in  good  part  my  long  in- 
sisting upon  the  laws  that  were  made  in  this 
kiqg's  reign;  whereof  I  ha^e  these  reasons: 
both  because  it  was  the  preeminent  virtue 
and  merit  of  this  khig,  to  whose  inemory  I  do 
honour ;  and  because  it  hath  some  correspon- 
dence to  my  person ;  but  chiefly,  because,  in 
m^  judgment,  it  is  some  defect  e%cn  in  the  best 
writers  of  history,  that  they  do  not  often  enough 
sommartly  deUver  and  set  down  the  most  me- 
morable laws,  that  passed  in  the  rimes  whereof 
tliey  ^^rrite,  being  indeed  the  principal  acts  of 
peace;  For  though  they  mayl>e  had  in  ori- 
ginal books  of  law  themselves;  yet  that  in-' 
A)rmeth  not  the  judgment  of  kings  and  coun- 
cilors, and  persons  of  estate,  so  well  as  to  see 
them  described,  and  entered  in  the  t«ible  and 
]^urtrait  of  the  times." 

A  FarL  called]  We  have  now  lapse  of  3 
years,  before  we  meet  with  an  account  of  an- 
other pari. ;  in  which  interval,  the  exigencies 
6f  the  state  bad  rendered  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to^t^r  into  a  war  with  France.  On  the 
IStb  of  Aug.  1492,  writs  were  issued  for  ralbng 
a>parl.  to  meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  17  th  of 
Oct.  following.  The  first  writ  to  the  peers  is  di- 
rected to  his  most  dear  first-bom  soa  Arthur, 
prince  of  Wales,  &c.  a  child  then  about  two 
years  of  age. 

I'he  King's  Speech.'^  At  the  time  appointed, 
being  all  assembled  as  usual,  the  king  himself 
spoke  to  them,  from  the  throne,  in  these  words: 
—My  lords,  and  you  th«  commons; — when 
- 1  purposed  to  make  a  war  in  Drittainy  by  my 
lieut.  I  made  declaiation  thereof  to  you  by  my 
chancellor ;  but  now  that  I  mean  to  make  a 
#ar  upon  France  in  person,  I  will  declare  it  to 
you  myself.  That  war  was  to  delend  another 
man's  right,  but  this  is  to  recover  our  own  ; 
and  that  ended  by  accident,  but  we  hope  this 
shall  end  in  victory.  The  French  king  troubles 
(he  christian  world.  That  wluch  he  hath  is 
not  his  own,  and  yet  he  seeketh  more.  He 
hath  invested  himseli'  of  firittainy.  He  main- 
Caineth  the  rebels  in  Flanden*,  and  be  thrent- 
•neth  Italy.  For  ourselves,  he  hath  proceeded 
from  dissimulation  to  neglect,  and  from  neg- 
lect to  contumely.  He  hath  assailed  our  con- 
federates ;  he  denieth  our  tribixte.  In  a  word, 
he  seeks  war ;  so  did  not  his  lather,  but  soueht 
peace  at  our  hands ;  and  so  perhaps  will  Tie, 
when  good  council  or  time  shall  make  him  see 
as  much  as  his  father  did.—- Meanwhile,  let  us 
make  bis  ambition  our  advantage ;  and  let  us 
not  stand  upon  a  few  crowns  of  tribute  or  ac- 
ImowledgemeBt,  but  (by  the  favour  of  Almighty 
God)  try  our  right  for  the  crown  of  France  it- 
self; remembering  that  there  hath  been  a 
French  king  prisoner  in  England,  and  a  king 
of  England  crowned  in  France.  Our  confede- 
rates are  not  diminished.  Bux^ndy  is  in  a 
migliticr  hand  than  ever,  and  never  more  pro- 
voked. Brittainy  cannot  help  us,  bat  it  may 
hurt  them.  New  acquests  are  more  burthen 
than  strength.  The  maleoontents  of  hb  own 
kingdom  luive  not  been  base,  popular,  nor  ti* 
InMury  impostors^  but  of  an  higher  nature.  The 


king  of  Spain  Cdoubt  ye  not)  will  join  with  us, 
not  knowmg  where  the  French  king's  ambitiou 
wiH  stay.  Our  holy  father  the  Pope  likes  no 
Tramontanes  in  Italy.  But  howsoever  it  be, 
this  matter  of  confederates  is  rather  to  be 
thousht  on  than  reckoned  on.  For,  God  for- 
bid, but  England  should  be  able  to  get  reason 
of  France,  without  a  second. — At  die  battles 
of  Cressy,  Poicticrs,  Agencourt,  we  wei-c  of 
ourselves.  France  hath  much  people,  and  few 
soldiers.  They  have  not  stable  bands  of  foou 
Some  good  horse  they  have,  but  those  are 
forces  which  are  least  fit  for  a  dcfensfie  war, 
where  the  actions  arc  in  the  assailants  choice. 
It  was  our  discords  only  that  lost  France  ;  and 
(by  the  power  of  God)  it  is  the  good  peace 
which  we  now  enjoy,  that  will  recover  it.  God 
hath  hitherto  blessed  my  sword.  I  have  in 
this  time  that  I  have  reigned,  weeded  out  my 
bad  subjects  and  tried  my  good.  My  people 
and  I  know  one  another,  which  breeds  confi- 
dence. And  if  there  should  be  any  bad  blood 
left  in  the  kingdosi,  an  bonoiunble  foreign  war 
will  vent  it,  or  purify  itr  In  this  great  business, 
let  me  have  your  advice  and  aid.  If  any  of 
you  were  to  make  his  son  knight,  yoii  might 
have  aid  of  your  tenants  by  law.  This  -con- 
cerns the  knighthood  and  spurs  of  the  king- 
dom, whereot  I  am  futhcr;  and  bound  not 
only  to  seek  to  maintain  ir,  but  to  advance  it. 
But  for  matter  of  ti-easure,  let  it  not  be  taken 
from  the  poorer  sort;  but  from  those,  to  whom 
the-beneht  of  the  war  may  redound.  France 
is  U0  wilderness ;  and  I,  that  profits  good  hus- 
oandry,  hope  to  make  the  war,  after  the  be- 
ginnings, to  pay  itself.  Go  together  in  God's 
name,  and  lose  no  time ;  for  I  have  ciUied  this 
pari,  wholly  for  this  cause.** 

War  with  France-^^  Benevolence  granted,! 
Lord  Bacon  observes,  **'  That  the  pari,  took 
fire  immediately  at  this  speech,  being  ever  ai^ 
foctioimte  to  a  War  with  France  :  but,  at  this 
lime  thef  more  so,  in  order  to;  repair  the  disho^ 
nour  they  thought  the  king  bad  sustained  by 
the  loss  of  Brhany. — Therefore  they  advised 
the  kin?,  with  great  alacrity,  to  undertake  the 
war  of  France.  And  although  the  pari  con- 
sisted of  the  first  and  second  uobihty,  together 
with  the  principal  citizens  and  townsmen,  yet 
wortliily  and  justly  respecting  more  the  people, 
whose  deputies  they  were,  than  their  own  pri- 
vate persons;  and  finding  by  the  Id.  chancel- 
lor's speech  the  king's  inchnation  that  way, 
they  consented  that  commissioners  should  go 
forth,  for  the  gathering  and  levying  of  a  Bene- 
volence, firom  the  more  able  sort.  This  tax, 
called  Benevolence,  was  devised  by  Edw.  IV. 
for  which  he  sustained  much  envy .  It  was 
abolished  by  Rd.  III.  by  act  of  pari,  to  ingra- 
tiate himself  with  the  people;  and  it  was  now 
revived  by  this  king,  but  with  consent  of  pari, 
for  so  it  was  not  in  the  time  of  Fxlw.  IV.  But 
by  this  way  he  raised  exceeding  great  sums ; 
iiisomoch  as  the  city  of  London,  in  thf«e  days, 
contributed  90001.  and  better,  and  that  chiefly 
levied  upon  the  wealtliier  sort. — ^There  is  a 
tradition  of  a  dilemma,  tliat  bp.  Morton,  th« 
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chancdUor,  used  to  raise  up  the  Bcoevolence 
tb  higher  rates;  some  called  it  his  fork,  and 
some  his  crotch.  For  he  had  couched  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  instructions  to  th^  commissioners^ 
who  were  to  levy  the  Benevolence,  that  if 
they  met  with  any  that  were  sparins,  they 
should  tell  them,  uiat  they  must  nee£  have 
because  they  laid  up ;  and  if  they  were  spend- 
ers, they  must  needs  have  because  it  was  seen 
in  their  port^  and  manner  of  living.  Sd  neither 
kind  came  amiss.— This  pari,  war  merely  a 
pari,  of  war ;  for  it  was  in  substance  but  a  de- 
claration of  wfir  against  France  and  Scotland, 
D^ith  some  statutes  conducing  thereunto ;  as 
the  severe  jpunishing  of  Mortpays,  and  keep- 
ing back  of  soldiers  wages  by  captains ;  the 
like  serverity  for  the  dei)urture  of  soldiers  with- 
out licence ;  strengthening  ofthe  common  law 
in  favour  of  protections,  for  those  that  were  in 
the  king*s  service ;  and  the  setting  the  gate 
open  and  wide,  for  men  to  sell  or  mortgage 
their  lands  without  6|ies  for  alienation,  to  fui^ 
'  nish  themsehres  with  money  for  the  war;  and 
lastly,  the  avoiding  of  all  SccAish  men  out  of 
England.  There  was  also  a  statute,  for  the 
dispersing  of  the  standard  of  the  exchequer, 
throughout  England;  thereby  to  size  weights 
and  me^isures;  and  two  or  three  more  of  less 
importance." 

A  Fcftce  concluded.]  Gireat  preparations 
were  now  made  for  the  French  war,  and  the 
king  actually  embarked  with  them  at  Sand- 
wich, Oct.  the  6th,  and  the  same  day  landed 
at  Calais.  Afterwards  Henry  besieged  Bou- 
logne, in  form;  but  there  he  received  such 
oveiturcs  of  a  peace  from  the  French  king,  as 
were  very  acceptable  to  him ;  and  money,  the 
idol  which  Henry  always  worshipped,  soon 
brought  it  to' a  conclusion.  In  short,  the  price 
of  a  peace  was  stated  on  one  side,  aud  agreed 
to  on  the  other;  by  which  Henry  filled  his 
cufifers,  but  it  was  by  the  emptying  of  a  ereat 
many  of  the  purses  of  the  nobility  and  pnnci- 
pal  persons  in  the  army ;  who  had  many  of 
them  sold  or  engaged  their  estates  upon  the 
hopes  of  this  war.  These  stuck  not  to  say, 
**  That  the  king  had  made  good  what  he  liad 
said  in  parliament ;  that  after  the  war  was 
once  bc^un,  he  doubted  not  but  to  make  it 
pay  itself.  And  he  had  kept  his  promise  ac- 
cordingly." Uenry  received  from  the  French 
king,  in  ready  mouey,  745,000  ducats,  which 
amounts  to  mc,2  jOl.  English  j  and  a  pension 
of  tribute  of  25,000  crowns  yearly. 

Soon  after  tlic  king's  return  from  Fi-nnce,  ano- 
ther conspiracy  broke  out  against  him;  which  luid 
like  to  have  proved  ui  worse  consequence  than 
any  that  hitherto  happened.  Mai*garet,dutchess 
of  Burgundy,  sister  to  Edw.  TV,  was  a  princess 
who  watched  all  opportunities  to  disturb  Hen- 
r;^*s  repose ;  aud  had  now  spirited  up  one  Per- 
kiu  W  arbeck,  a  bold  una  comely  youtli,  to 
personate  Ricliard  duke  of  York,  snid  to  have 
been  mimicrcd  with  his  brother  in  the  tower. 
To  the  noble  historian,  and  tlie  more  general 
histories,  we  refer  our  readers  for  the  partiai- 
l^s  of  tliis  aiTitir ;  which  continued  in  agitation 
some  years  before  it  was  entirely  settled. 


A  Pari  coiled.]  In  the  midst  of  these  com* 
motions^  Henry  thought  fit  to  call  another  pari* 
the  writs  of  summons  bearing  date  at  West- 
minster, Sept,  16th,  1497,  for.a  pari,  to  naeetf 
at  the  same  place  on  the  14th  of  Oct.  follow* 
ing ;  which  is  scarcely  a  month's  notice. 

Acts  passed.]    "  The  principal  law,"  say» 
lord  Bacon,  "  that  was  made  this  pari,  was  a 
law  of  a  strange  nature ;  ratlier  just  than  legal, 
and  more  magnanimous  tlian- provident.    T'his 
law  did  ordain,  That  no  person  tliat  did  assist 
in  arms,  or  otherwise,  the  king  for  the  timo 
beings  should  afterward  be  impeached  there- 
fore, or  attainted;  either  by  the  course  of  the 
;law,  or  by  act  of  pari :  but  if  any  such  act  oT 
attainder  did  happen  to  be  made,  it  should  bo- 
void,  and  of  none  effect ;  for  that  it  was  agree- 
able to  reason  of  estate,  that  the  subject  should 
not  enquire  of  the  justnras  of  the  king's  title, 
or  quarrel ;  and  it  was  agreeable  to  good  con* 
science,  that,  whatsoever  tlie  fortune*  of  the 
war  were,  the  subject  should  not  suffer  for 
his  obedience.    The  spirit  of  this  law  viras 
wonderfully  pious  and  noble;    being  like  in 
matter  of  war  unto  the  spirit  of  David  in  mat« 
ter  of  plague,  who  said,  *  If  I  have  sinned, 
strike  me ;  but  wliat  have  these  sheep  done  .^ 
Neither  wanted  this  law  parts  of  prudent  and 
ideep  foresight :  for  it  did  the  better  take  away 
oocasido  for  the  people  to  busy  diemselves,  to 
pry  into  tlie  king's  title ;  for  that  howsoever  ic 
fell,  their  safety  was  already  provided  for. — 
There  w  as  also  made  a  shoanng  or  underprop- 
ing  act  for  the  Benevolence;   to  make  the 
sums  which  any  peraon  had  agreed  to  pay,  and 
nevertheless  were  not  broueht  in,  to  he  levi- 
able by  a  course  of  law.    Which  act  did  not 
only  bring  in  the  arrears,  but  did  indeed  coua- 
tenance  die  whole  business,  and  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  made  at  the  desire  of  those,  that  had 
been  forward  to  pay. — ^In  this  pari,  also  was 
made  that  good  law,  which  gave  the  attaint 
upon  a  false  verdict  between  pafty  and  party, 
w-hich  before  was  a  kind  of  evangile,  irreme- 
diable.— lliere  was  another  law  made  against 
a  branch  of  ingratitude  in  women,  wIm)  having: 
been  advanced  by  their  husbands,  or  their 
hxisbands'  ancestors,  should  alien,  and  thereby 
seek  to  defeat  the  heirs,  or  those  in  remainder, 
of  the  lands,  whereunto  they  had  been  so  ad- 
vanced.   The  remedy  was,  by  gi*ing  ppwer  to 
the  next,  to  enter  for  a  forfeiture. — There  wa»^ 
also  enacted  that  charitable  law,  for  the  ad- 
mission of  poor  suitors  ui    forma  pauperis, 
witliout  fee  to  counsellor,  attorney,  ^r  clerk.*' 
A  Pari,  coiled.]    Though  in  the  act5  of  this 
pari,  there  is  no  mention  made  of  the  o]^o- 
sition  tiien    on  foot;   yet  it  is  certain  that 
Henry  was  not   without   h'ls  apprehensions. 
Tlie  impostor,  Perkin  Warbec^  had  ptevailed* 
upon  tlic  kin)|^  of  Scots  to  espouse  his  quarrel ; 
who  actually  invaded  England  the  nett  year ; 
and  Henry  found  himself  obliged,  at  lait,  to 
lay  the  aHair  before  a  pari,  which  was  sum- 
moned to  meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  16th  of 
Jan.   1498.    Lord  Bacon  says,    "  that  in  a^ 
speech  from  the  throne,  he  did  much  exag|^ 
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nu«  ()o$h  ttie  raaUce  anfi  tlie  cruel  predatory 
var  late|)r  made  by  the  king  of  Scotland; 
'  that  ijm  king  bci}ig  in  amity  with  biui,  and 
iu>  wiiys  provoked,  a^uld  so  bum  in  hatred 
towards  hiip,  as  to  drink  of  Uie  lees  and  dreg:} 
of  Perkiu's  intoxication,  who  was  every  where 
elsq  det^tpd  apd  ;liscarded.  And  tliat  when 
he  perceived  it  Ava*  out  of  his  reach  to  do  the 
king  any  hprt,  he  had  turned  his  arms  upon 
Muari^ed  and  unprovided  people,  to  spoil  only 
and  depopulate,  contrary  to  Uie  laws  both  of 
war  and  pea^ :  conduding,  that  he  could  nei- 
ax&r  with  honour,  nor  with  the  safety  of  his 
people,  to  whom  he  did  owe  protection,  let 
pa«s  ttu^se  wrongs  Uurevcnged/  The  pari,  un- 
(Icrstood  him  well,  aiui  gave  him  a  subsidy, 
limited  to  the  sura  of  120,0001.  besides  two 
IStlis.  For  his  yirars  vere  always  to  him  as  a 
mine  of  treasure,  of  a  strange  kind  of  ore,  iron 
at  the  top,  and  gold  and  silver  at  tlie  bottom. — 
At  tills  pari,  tlwirc  were  no  laws  made  to  be 
remembered.  Only  there  passed  a  law,  at  tlie 
suit  of  the  nicrchant-adventuiers  of  EugUind, 
against  the  merchant-adventurers  of  London, 
fpr  monopQU^ng  and  exacting  upon  the  trade ; 
which  it  scemeth.they  did,  a  little  to  save 
themselves,  after  the  hard  time  they  hud  sus- 
tained by  want  of  trade.  But  those  innova- 
tions were  taken  away  by  parliament.'' 

A  SubMidjf  grarUed.]  The  Subsidy  granted 
tlus  pari,  according  to  Fabian,  was  two  10t)is 
and  a  half,  two  aides  and  two  loths,  in  order 
t4»  raise  the  sum  of  120,0001.  for  tbe  Scotch 
war.  The  king  borrowed  also  of  the  city  of 
London  40001.;  but  Hall  and  Hollingshead 
botii  say,  that  though  this  Subsidy,  now  grant- 
ed, was  not  great,  yet  the  common  people 
grudged  much  to  pay  k;  always  hating  such 
t%x0s  and  ejiaclions. — ^No  sooner  did  this  Sub- 
sidy begin  to  be  levied  in  Cornwall,  tlian  the 
Cornish  men  rose  in  an  actual  rebellion  against 
it;  ondfir  the  leading  of  one  Flnmmock,  a 
lawyor,  and  o»e  Michael  Joseph,  a  blacksmith. 
These  captains  marched  thisir  tbUowers  tpwards 
Keut ;  and  at  Welles  were  joined  by  James 
TouGJbet,  lord  Audley,  who,  to  the  great  joy  of 
tbfi  insuigients,  accepted  of  the  sole  command 
over  tfa^oi.  From  Welles  thev  marched  to 
Qlackhcath,  where  the  king's  forces  met  and 
defeated  thorn  without  muck  tirouble ;  the  lord 
Audley  and  the  other  leaders  were  taken  pri- 
soners, aad  soon  after  executed. — Not  long 
after  tbe  jconclusion  of  the  last  pari.  Perkiu 
Warbec's  a;S^r5  came  to  a  crisis;  atni  after 
many  strnggles  to  subvert  the  present  govt,  he 
ivas  taken  at  last,  and  committed  prisoner  to 
the  tower ;  from  whiance,  not  long  after,  he 
na9  drawn  to  Tyburn,  and  there  executed. 

A  Purl.  ciUM.]  It  was  not  till  7  years  after 
the  last,  that  .Henry  thought  fit  to  summon 
another  pari.  The  summons  to  this  pari,  is 
ixot  on  record ;  bat  our  Statute  Books  inform 
ufi,  that  it  mpt  on  the  16th  of  Jan.  1505.— Tlie 
kjiig^s  pretence  in  assembling  this  pari,  was  the 
necessity  of  reviving  certain  statutes  and  mak- 
lag  some  new  ones.  But  the  real  motive  was 
to  demand  a  Subsidy  for  Ms  ci<l«st  daughter's 
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dowry,  just  .then  married  to  the  king  of  Scots, 
**  The  custom  of  demanding  money  on  such 
occasions/'  says  Rapin^ "  was  too  advantageous 
CO  this  king  to  suffer  it  to  be  abolished.  Ihe 
new  queen  s  portion  was  but  30,000  nobles ; 
but,  tlie  subsidy  granted  may  be  well  thought 
more  considerable,  besides  a  handsome  pre- 
sent made  by  the  clergy  on  the  same  account. 
So  that  instead  of  emptying  his  cotfers,  by  the 
marriage  of  his-  daughter,  he  filled  them  the 
fuller  for  it. — Fabian,  whose  chronicle  ends  in 
tlie  last  year  of  this  king,  informs  us,  that  it 
was  not  a  subsidy,  but  only  an  aid  of  36,d00l. 
that  was  granted ;  though  he  does  not  tell  ua 
whether  it  was  on  tlie  mairiage  of  the  princess 
or  noL 

Acts  paued,]  Lord  Bacon  begins  his  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  in  this  pari,  with 
observing,  "  That  a  man  may^easily  guess  how 
absolute  the  king  took  liimsclf  to  be  with 
his  parliament,  when  his  creatiu'e  Dudley, 
that  was  so  odiou^  to  tlie  public,  was  made 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  comorons."  He  tells 
us,  "  that  there  were  not  any  memorable  sta- 
tutes made  in  it,  relating  to  public  govt. ;  tmd^ 
those  that  were  passed,  had  btill  a  stamp  of  the 
king's  wisdom  and  policy;  that  is,  of  his  crate 
and  avarice.  The  noble  historian  has  given  us 
so  full  a  view  of  this  king's  unjust  exactions, 
drawn  up  in  a  very  few  words,  at  the  end  of  his 
account  of  the  acts  made  in  this  pari,  that  it 
cannot  be  unacceptable  to  our  readers. 

"  There  was  a  statute  made  for  the  dis- 
annulling of  all  Patents  of  Lease  or  Grant,  t-'> 
such  as  came  nob-  upon  lawful  summons  to 
serve  the  king  in  his  wars,  against  his  enemies 
or  rebels,  or  that  should  depart  without  the 
kiiig's  licence ;  with  an  exceprion  of  certain 
persons  of  tlie  long  robe.  Providing  neverthe- 
less, that  they  should  have  tlie  king's  wages, 
from  their  house,  till  their  return  home  again. 
— ^Anotiier  statute  was  made,  prohibiting  tlie 
bringing  in  of  Manufactures  of  Silk  wrought 
by  itself,  or  mixed  witli  any  other  thread.  But 
it  was  not  of  Stuffs  of  whole  piece  (for  that  the 
realm  had  of  them  no  manufacture  in  use  at. 
that  time)  but  of  knit  silk,  or  texture  of  silk  ; 
as  ribbands,  laces,  cawls,  points,  and  eirdles, 
&c.  which  die  people  of  England  could  then 
well  skill  to  make.  This  law  pointed  at  a  true 
principle ;  that  where  foreign  materials  are  but 
sppcrfluities,  foreign  manufactures  should  be 
prohibited.  For  that  will  eitlier  banish  th« 
superfluity  or  gain  the  manufaGture.-^There 
was  a  law  also  of  Resumption  of  Patents  of 
^Goals,  and  the  re-aunexiag  of  them  to  the 
sheriffwicks ;  priviledged  officers  bein^  no  less 
an  interruption  of  justice,  than  pnviledged 
places. — ^A  hnwwas  naade  to  restrain  the  Bjre- 
Laws  or  Ordinanoes  of  Corporattons,  which 
many  times  were  against  the  pterontive  of  the 
king,  the  common  law  of  the  rei^Eai,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  sol^ect,  being  ftaternlties  ia  eviL 
It  was  therefore  provided,  that  they  should  not 
be  put  in  execution  withoot  the  ulowanoe  of 
the  chancellor,  treasurer,  and  the  two  chief 
justices,  or  three  of  them,  or  of  the  two  josticc* 
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of  circuit  where  the  corporation  was. — ^Another 
law  was,  in  eft'ect,  to  bring  in  the  Silver  of  the 
realm  10  the  Mint,  in  making  nil  clipped,  di* 
miais^hed,  or  impaired  coins  of  silver,  not  to  be 
current  in  payments ;  without  giving' any  re- 
medy of  weight,  but  with  an  exception  only  of 
a  reasonable  wearing,  which  xvas  as  nothing  in 
respect  of  tlie  uncertainty;  and  so,  upon  tlie 
matter,  to  set  the  mint  on  work,  and  to  give 
vay  to  ne'^  coins  of  silver,  which  should  be 
then  minted. — ^There  was  likewise  a  loni;  sta* 
tute  against  Vagabonds,  wherein  two  things  may 
be  noted;  the  one  the  dislike  the  pari,  had  of 
goaliiig  of  them,  a.s  that  which  was  chargeable, 
pesterous,  and  of  no  open  example.  The  other, 
that  in  the  statutes  of  this  king's  time,  for  this 
ef  the  19th  year  is  not  the  only  statute  of  that 
kind,  there  are  ever  coupled,  tlie  punishment 
of  vagabonds,  and  the  forbiiiding  of  dice  and 
cards,  and  unlawful  games,  unto  servants  and 
mean  people,  and  the  putting  down  and  sup- 
pressing of  ale-houses,  as  strings  of  one  root  to- 
gether, and  as  if  tlie  one  were  unprofitable 
v^ithout  the  other. — As  for  Riot  and  lietainers, 
there  passed  scarce  any  pari,  in  this  time  with- 
out a  law  against  them,  the  king  ever  having 
;m  eye  to  might  and  multitude." 

A  Subsidj/  and  a  BenevoUrice,]  "  There  was 
granted  al!»o  in  tliis  pari,  a  Subsidy,  both  for 
die  temporality  ajid  the  clergy.  And  yet  nt*- 
vertheUss,  ere  the  year  expired,  there  went 
out  conunissioiift  tt>r  a  general  Benevolence: 
though  there  were  no  wars,  •  no  Mears.  The 
same  year  the  city  gave  5000  marks,  for  con- 
iirmation  of  their  liberties;* a  thing  fitter  for 
the  beginnings  of  kings'  reigns  than  the  latter 
ends.  Neither  was  if  a  small  .matter,  that  the 
JMint  gained  upon  the  late  statute,  by  the  re- 
coinage  of  groats  and  half  groats,  now  iwelve- 
pences  and  sixpences.  As  for  Kmpson  ahd 
.  Judley's  milb,  they  did  grind  more  than  ever. 
So  tluii  it  was  a  strange  thing,  to  see  what 
golden  showers  poured  down  upon  the  king's 
treasury  at  once.  The  last- payment*  of  the 
Marriage  Money  from  Spain;  the  Subsidy; 
the  Benevolence;  the  Recohiage ;  the  Re- 
demption of  the  City's  liberties;  the  Cnsual- 
tics.  And  this  is  the  more  to  be  marvelled  at, 
because  the- king  had  then  no  occasions  at  all 
of  wai-s  or  troubloe;.  He  had  now  but  one  son 
and  one  daughter  unbestowed.  He  was  wise; 
he  was  of  an  liigh  mind;  he  needed  not  to 
make  riclies  his  glory.  He  did  excel  in  so 
many  things  else ;  save  that  certainly  avarice 
doth  ever  find  in  itself  matier  of  ambitiqn. 
Belike  he  thought  to  leave  his  son  such  a  king- 
dom, and  such  a  mass  of  ticasure,  as  he  might 
choose  his  greatness  where  he  would." 

This  was  the  last  pari,  called  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VH.  who  lived  not  three  years  after  the 
dissolution  of  it.  He  died  at  Uichmoud,  in 
Surrey,  April  22,  1509,  in  the  52nd  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  23rd  of  his  reign. 

Taxes  in  the  Rei^n  of  Henry  FIL 
Tn  his  8rd  year  a  large  supply  was  granted 
him  for  a  war  with  Fraoce;  but  the  value  of  it 


uncertain. — In  his  7th  year  a  Benevolence  was 
granted  by  pari,  for  the  same  purpos^.— *ln  hi» 
llth  year  the  remaining  arrears  thereof  were 
collected  to  the  full. — ^I'he  next  year  he  had  a 
subsidy  of  120,0001.  besides  two  15ths.  In  his 
19th  year  he  had  an  aid  of  36,0001.  for  the' 
dowry  of  liis  eldest  daughter,  then  married  to 
the  king  of  Scots.  And,  in  the  same  year,  a 
subsidy  in  pari,  both  from  the  temporality  aod 
clergy ;  nevertheless  lie  issued  out  commi^ions 
for  raising  a  general  Benevolence. 
Price  ofProDisions  in  the  Keign  of  Henry  VI  f. 
In  14 85,  wheat  sold  at  8s.  perbu.  and  bay  salt 
the  same  price ;  hay,  5^.  per  load. — In  1489,  oats 
at  2s.  per  qr. — In  1491,  wheat  14&*  8d.  per  qr. 
— In  1494,  oats  at  2s.  and  beans  3s.  4d.  per 
qr.— In  1491,  wheat  sold  for  only  49.  per  qr. 
and  the  next  year  otily  8s.  4d.  But  in  1497^ 
it  rose  to  20s.-^In  1498,  hay  sold  from  8s.  2d. 
to  10s.  and  12s.  per  load. — ^The  next  year, 
wheat  sold  for  ll.  4s.  per  qr. ;  ami  in  1504,  for 
5s.  8d.  per  bushel* — The  next  year,  a  load  of 
hay  sold  for  6s.  and  oats  3s.  per  qr. — In  1506, 
oats  2s.  and  beans  Ss.  8d.  per  qr.  Next  year 
about  the  same  price. — And,  in  1508,  oat» 
sold  for  Is.  lOd.  per  quarter*  , 

.    Acts  passed  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII, 

Public  Ads.]  1  Hen.  VH.— 1.  An  act  de- 
claring in  what  cases  a  fomiedon  in  descender 
or  remainder  is  maintainable  against  the  per- 
nors of  the  profits.  2.  Strangers  made  deni- 
zens shall  pay  such  customs  as  aliens  do. 
3.  No  protections  shall  be  allowed  by  any 
court  at  Calais.  4.  ITiat  priests  and  clerks 
shall  be  punished  for  incondnency  by  their 
ordinaries.  5.  Against  tanners,  cordwainers, 
and  curriers.  6.  A  pardon  for  them  who 
assisted  the  king  in  his  wars  against  Rich,  late 
duke  of  Gloucester.  7.  For  punishment  of 
oflfenders  ia  hunting  by  night  or  disguised, 
a.  No  Gascoigue  or  6uian  wines  shall  be 
brought  into  the  king's  dominions,  but  by 
English,  Webh,  or  Irish  mariners,  and  ships. 
9.  For  reviving  for  20  years  tlie  statute  of 
22  E.  4,  c.  3,  restraining  tlie  bringing  in  of 
wrought  laces,  fitc.  10.  For  the  alteration  of 
king  Rich,  the  3d's  act  touching  Italians. 

Private  Acts.]  1  Hen.  VlL— 1.  An  act 
concerning  the  annexing  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, and  Cornwall,  &  al'.  2.  For  the  re- 
f^titution  of  divers  persons  in  the  time  of  Rich, 
the  8d  attainted.  8.  Of  conviction  and  at- 
tainder of  John  late  duke  of  Norfolk,  Hioinas 
earl .  of  Surrey,  Francis  vise.  Loyell,  Walter 
I)e\ercux  knt.  late  lord.  Ferrers,  John-  lord 
Zouche,  and  divers  others.  4.  For  the  duke 
of  Bedford,  and  others.  5»  For  Henry  lord 
Clifford.  6.  For  Wm.  vise.  Beaumont.  7.  For 
.Tohn  earl  of  Oxford,  and  others.  8.  For  Jane 
May,  a!»d  others.  9.  For  the  duke*  of  Bed- 
ford. 10.  For  the  duchess  of  Bedford.  11. 
For  the  countess  of  Ri-jiimond.  12.  For  Edw. 
son  and  heir  of  Henry  duke  of  Buckingham. 
13.  For  John  lord  Wells.  14.  Articulus  Ju- 
ratns  in  Parliantento.  15.  The  restitution  oi 
Henry  the  6ih,  the  duke  of  Bedford;  the  duke- 
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of  Someraet,  and  others,  16.  The  restitution 
of  queen  Eliz,  late  wife  of  Kdw.  the  4tJi.  17. 
AduuLlatio  actus,  i^c,  18,  For  confiruiing  all 
]ette»  patents  made  by  tlie  king,  of  tiie  lands 
of  persons  attainted^  19.  For  Allen  Catterali. 

20.  For  Henry  Kirkby,  son  of  Rich,  Kirkby. 

21.  For  Wm.  Brandon,  knt,  22.  For  James 
Stanley,  clerk,  23.  For  Edmond  Clere,  and 
tliz.  his  wife.  24.  For  Roger  Thorpe.  25. 
For  thp  restitution  of  Tho.  Ormonde,  knt. 
2d.  For  Hugh  Lotterell.  27.  For  Wm.  Kno- 
Teti.  !?8.  tor  the  earl  of  Devon.  2P,  For 
the  king's  household.  30,  For  tlie  king's  great 
wardrobe.  31.  For  Nicholas  Vaux,  son  and 
heir  of  sir  Wm,  Vaux.  32.  For  the  lord  Hun- 
gerlbrd.  33.  For  Johanne  Fowler,  widow. 
34.  For  Tho.  Delalauudc.  35.  For  Anne 
Pympe.  36.  For  Tho,  MiJle.  37,  For  Edm. 
Roos,  son  of  Tho,  lord  Roos.  38.  For  Mar- 
garet countess  of  Riclmiond,  tlic  king's  mother, 
and  for  Tho.  earl  of  Derby,  her  husband, 
ti9.  For  Lawrence  IIJII,  40.  For  John  Weston, 
prior  of  the  hospital  of  st,  John  of  Jerusalem 
in  England.  41.  For  Rob.  Carey.  42.  For 
restitution  of  Tho.  Gray,  knt,  la|e  maiq.  Dorset. 
43.  For  sir  Wm.  Stanley,  knt.  44.  For  sir 
John  Vcrney,  knt.  and  Margaret  his  wife, 
45.  Of  restitution  for  John  Tresham.  46,  For 
the  heirs  of  sir  Geo,  Browne,  knt,  47,  For 
sir  John  Seyntloo,  km.  48.  For  Wm,  Troiitc^ 
beck.  49.  Of  restitution  for  Roger  BcUin*;^ 
ham.  50.  For  Blanche  Neville  to  enjoy  ccr-r 
tain  lands,  notwitlistnnding  a  recovery,  51, 
Another  the  like  act  for  Margei7  Beckett,  John 
Blackbome,  and  his  wife.  52,  For  Kob.  Wii- 
loughby,  knt.  and  Eliz.  his  wife,  and  others. 
53.  Ot  restitution  for  Wm.  Danytll.  54.  Of 
restitution  for  John  Calcott.  55.  That  Fxlw. 
Ellesmere  may  enjoy  certain  lands^  notwitln 
standing  his  release.  56.  Of  restitution  for 
John  Beamount.  57.  Of  restitution  for  Tho^ 
Agard  and  bis  wife.  58.  Another  act  for  John 
Beamount.  59.  For  Rd.  Passelcgii,  and  Jo- 
hune  his  wife.  60.  For  the  inhabitants  of  the 
isle  of  Tenett,  to  build  a  bridge  at  a'  place 
called  the  Starre  Ferry.  61.  For  John  Foster, 
esq.  62.  For  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Winchester.  63,  For  John 
Lenche.  64.  Of  resumption  of  lai\ds,  ^eue- 
inents,  and  other  things, 

Fubiic  Acts,]  3  Hen.  VH.-^l,  Concerning 
the  authority  of  th?  court  of  starnchamber. 
a.  The  taking  away  of  maidens,  widows*  or 
wives,  against  their  wills,  made  felony.  3,  For 
taking  bail  of  persons  arrested  in  certain  cases, 
4.  AU  deeds  of  gifb  to  defraud  creditors  shall 
be  void.  5.  AIJ  bargayis  by  the  name  of  new 
chevisimce,  or  dry  exchange,  shall  be  extir- 
pate. 6.  All  unlawful  chevisanpes  and  usury 
shall  be  extirpate.  7.  Concerning  the  due  or- 
dering and  recovering  of  customs,  8.  Mer-r 
^hants  ahens  shall  employ  the  money  by  them 
received,  upon  the  merchandizes  of  tho  realm, 
9.  Freemen  of  (.ondon  nuiy  carry  their  wares 
to  any  fairs  or  markets.    10.  Damages  shaU 


cloth  sfaaQ  be  transported,  before  it  be  barbed, 
rowed,  and  shorn.  12.  The  king*s  oncers 
shall  not  be  retained  by  Uveries,  &c.  witii 
others.  13.  For  the  price  of  long  bows.  .  14, 
Conspiracy  to  destroy  the  king,  or  any  lord, 
or  divers  officers  of  the  king's  house,  shall  be 
felony. 

Private  Acts.]  3  Hen,  VII.—l.  An  act  for 
the  confirmation  of  letters  patents  made  to  tho 
queen.  2.  That  the  queen  may  sue  in  her  owu 
name,  and  for  contirmation  of  letters  pntenbi 
made  to  Margaret  countess  of  Richmond.  3, 
For  George  \'ere,  knt.  and  Margaret  his  wito, 
4.  For  a  gaol  to  be  kept  at  Lewes  for  the  shire 
of  Sussex.  5.  For  the  abbot  and  covent  of 
Maimesbury.  6.  For  the  custody  of  the  lands 
and  tenements  of  vise.  Beamount,  7.  For  the 
prior  of  the  monastery  of  st,  Mary  Maf^daleao 
m  Monckbrettoii.  8,  For  the  mayor  and  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  York.  9.  For  the  mayor, 
sheriffs,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  towu 
of  Bristol,  for  paving  of  the  streets  there. 
10.  For  Anne  countess  of  Ware.  1 1.  For 
Tho.  Pulter.  12.  For  Roger  Wake.  13.  For 
the  town  s^d  castle  of  Berwick,  14,  For  the 
town  and  castle  of  Calais,  and  for  continuance 
of  the  staple  there,  15,  For  tlie  attainder  of 
John  earl  of  Lincoln,  sir  Tho.  Broughton,  and 
divers  others.  16.  For  two  fifteenths  mid  tentlis 
to  be  gninted  to  the  king.  17.  To  enable  tV^ 
offees  in  trust  to  sue  tor  the  benefit  of  the 
feoffers,  although  they  be  outhiwed.  18.  For 
the  atti^inder  of  John  Spynell  and  others. 
19.  Against  Tho,  Pencjston  and  others.  QO. 
Of  resuinption  of  the  offices  or  places  of  re- 
ceivers, auditors,  customer>,  collectors  of  cus- 
toms, subsidies,  comptrollers,  searcliers,  sur-i 
veyors,  and  places  of  other  officers^  accompt-^ 
ants  to  the  king. 

Fubiic  Acts,]  4  Hen.  VH,— 1.  An  act  for 
the  commissioners  of  sewers.  2.  For  the  or- 
dering of  finers  of  gold  and  silver.  3.  Corn 
cerning  butchers.  4.  Touching  protections  for 
passers  into  Britain  in  tlie  king's  service.  5, 
For  the  adnulling  letters  patents  made  to  any 
spiritual  person,  to  be  discharged  from  pay-, 
ment  or  collection  of  dismes.  6.  For  tlie  ad-» 
nulling  of  letters  patents  of  any  office  in  tli» 
forest  of  Inglewood  in  Cumberland.  7.  Vtut^ 
tents  made  to  certain  oncers  about  the  king^ 
shall  be  in  force  no  longer  than  the^  give  their 
attendance^  8.  For  the  prices  of  cloth  solci 
by  retail.  9.  For  the  prices  of  hats  and  bou^ 
nets.  10.  Wine  and  Thoulouse  woad  shull  bei 
brQui^ht  in  this  realm  in  English  ships  Ofily, 
11.  Concerning  the  buying  of  wopls.  12.  All 
justices  shaU  execute  their  commissions,  redress 
disorders,  and  maintain  the  laws.  13.  W'ha 
aliall  be  admitted  to  have  the  benofit  of  clcrg)\ 
14.  Writings  of  any  parcel  of  the  earldom  of 
Marche,  shall  be  sealed  with  the  great  seal, 
15u  Authorizing  tho  mayor  of  London  to  be 
conaervator  in  all  breaches  and  overflowings , 
of  the  river  of  Thames,  as  well  as  within  the 
same  river.      16.   Prohibiting  the   taking  of 


t>e  given  to  the  plaint^,  where  the  defendant  i  more  farms   than  one  in  the  hXe  of  Wights 
8ueU»  a  writ  of  error  before  execution.   11.  No  i  1?.  Th,<^  heir  of  Ccstu^  ^uc  uu^  holding  Wndi 
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by  kniglit  servkte^  shall  be  in  ward.  18.  Against 
forgiing  and  counterfeitiDg  of  gold  and  silver 
foreign  coins.  19.  For  maintaiuing  houses  of 
hasbandry.  90.  The  proeecution  of  actions 
popular  by  coUusioD  shall  be  do  bar  to  those 
which  »hall  prosecute  ia  good  faith.  SI.  For 
die  preservation  of  the  breed  and  fry  of  fish  in 
the  naven  of  Orford  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 
fi3.  Touching  broiderers,  and  Venice  gold. 
fi9.  Against  the  carrying  of  gold  and  silver  over 
the  sea.  S4.  How  often  a  fine  levied  before 
the  lustices  of  the  common  pleas  shall  be 
proclaimed  and  read,  and  who  shall  be  bound 
thereby. 

Private  AcUA  4  Hen.  \TT.— 1.  An  act  of 
restitution  for  1  nomas  earl  ot*  Surrey.  2.  For 
the  earl  of  Nottingham.  8.  For  the  restitu- 
tion of  Hen.  Beuinonde.  4.  For  Rich.  Nanfan. 
5.  Of  restitution  f«r  Rich.  Revell.  6.  For  Wm. 
Parsons,  James  Leigh,  and  others.  7.  Of  re- 
stitution for  the  lord  Ferrers.  8.  Of  restitution 
for  Tho.  Lacy  and  his  wife.  9.  For  Oliver 
St.  John,  esq.  10.  For  Ellen  Hoh  and  AUen 
Holt.  11.  For  Wm.  Stanley,  knt.  12.  For 
the  transmutation  and  passing  of  kujds  without 
fine,  by  such 'persons  as  pass  over  the  seas  in 
the  king's  voyage.  13.  For  a  subsidy  to  be 
granted  to  the  king.  14.  Of  restitution  of 
John  lord  Zouchc.  15.  Of  restitution  of  Rob. 
Percy.  16.  Of  restitution  of  Hen.  Spencer. 
17.  For  the  carl  of  Surrey.  18.  For  George 
carl  of  Shrewsbury.  19.  lor  Tho.  Ferrys,  esn. 
and  Anne  his  wife.  20.  For  the  college  of  All 
Souls  in  Oxford.  21.  For  the  inhabitants  of 
^he  town  of  Southwoldc.  22.  For  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Northampton.  23.  For 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Leicester.  24. 
For  the  expcnces  of  the  king's  household. 
25.  For  the  restitution  of  Anne  and  £liz. 
Brakenbury.  26.  For  the  covent  of  the  mo- 
nastery of  st.  Andrew  in  Northampton.  27. 
For  sir  Edinond  Gorges,  knt.  28.  For  the 
pravost  and  scholars  of  the  king's  college  in 
Cambridge  and  Eaton.  29.  Of  attainder  of 
the  abbot  of  Abington,  John  Maync,  and 
others.  30.  For  a  IWh  and  lotli  to  be  granted 
to  the  kitig. 

Fubiic  Acts.]  7  Hen.  VTI. — 1.  Against  the 
abuses  of  captains  and  soldiers  in  the  wars. 
2.  For  the  protection  of  soldiers  in  the  king's 
wars.  3.  Another  act  for  the  privileges  6f 
such  soldiers  as  shaU  go  to  the  king's  wars. 
4.  Concerning  weights  and  measures.  5.  Con- 
cerning triab  in  London.  6.  Letters  patents 
ef  discharge  from  payment  of  dismes  and 
fiuinzismes,  shall  extend  no  forther  than  they 
aiCl  in  the  timie  of  king  £dw.  the  4th.  7. 
That  all  Scots  d€part  tiie  land  within  40  days 
after  proclamation,  8.  For  the  contents  of  a 
butt  of  malnxesey,  and  for  the  price  and  cus- 
tom thereof. 

Private  Acts:]  7  Hen.  VIL— 1.  An  act 
a^inst  Tho.  Croft.  2.  For  the  preservation 
ot  the  spawn  of  fish  with  the  nasse  and  haven 
of  Orford.  8.  That  no  persons  outlawed 
within  th'e'co'uHty  of  Lancaster  should  for- 
foit  any  of  his  }and&  or  goods  in  any  t)ther 


«hire  but  the  same  shire.    4.  Ve^  two  ISthS 
and  fOths  granted  to  the  king.    5.  For  the 
confirmation  of  a  feoflbient  made  by  the  king. 
6.  For  cotofirmniori  c^  letters  patents  mad^  to 
the  queen.    7.  To  inakcAhe  sum  of  5  marks, 
payable  by  the  abbey  and  covent  of  Barking, 
to 'be  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Havering.    8. 
For  the  bountess  of  Rlclnnond  and  Derby. 
9.  For  the  earl  of  Surrey.     10.  For  vise.  VVefU 
and  hb  wife.      11.  For  Thomas  lord  de  la 
Warre.      12.  For  the  prior  of  Canterbury. 
IS.  For  sir  Tho.  I^vell,  knt.;-    14.  For  Hugh 
Johnson  and  Johane  his  wife.     15.   Of  at- 
tainder of  John  Hayes.    ^6.  Ot'  attainder  of 
Rob.  Chamberlaine/knt.  and  Rd.  White.        * 
Public  Acts.]    11  Hen.  \'IL— 1.  None  going 
to  battle  with  the  king  shall  be  attainted  or 
make  any  tbrfeittire.     2.  For  punishmetit  of 
vagabonds  and  bejijjars,    and    touching  ale- 
houses.   3.  For  the  authority  of  justices  of 
assise  and  of  the  peace.    4.  l1ie  names  of  the 
towns  limited  for  tlie  keeping  of  weights  and 
measures.    5.  For  pulling  down  wears  in  the 
haven  of  Southampton,  between  Calshord  and, 
Redbridge.    6.  For  packing,  and  pa\ing  the 
customs  of  woollen   cloths.    7.  For  puhish- 
ment  of  riots  and  unlawful  assemblies.    8.  For 
the  punishment  of  usurers.     9.  All  the  lands 
:  witlun  north  and  souUi  Tindal  ahaU  be  parcel 
of  the  county  of  Northumberland.     10.  For 
levying  of  the  arrearages  of  the  benevolence 
grunted  to  the  king.     11.  Touching  the  taking 
apprentices  in  Norwich,  and  concerning  ordi-i 
nances  to  be  made  by  the  company  of  worsted* 
shearers.     12.  Writs  shall  be  given,  and  coun- 
sel assigned,  to  poor  people,  to  speed  th^em  in 
their  suits.     13.  No  horses  nor  mares  above 
the  price  of  6s.  8d.  shall  be  conveyed  out  of 
the  realm  without  licence.    14.  Strangers  niado 
denizens  shall  pay  custom  as  strangers.     15. 
Against  the  misdemeanour  of  sheriffs  and  their 
ofhcers,  in  their  county-courts.     16.  For  keep- 
ing of  the  watch  in  Calais.     17.  Against  de- 
stroying pheasants  and  partridges.     18.  Those 
who  refuse  to  i;o  with  the  king  to  his  wars, 
shall  lose  their  fies  and  annuities.    IP.  Against 
unlawful  and  deceitful  stuffing  and  making  of 
feather-beds.     20.  What  estates  or  aHenation& 
made  by  the  wile,  of  the  lands  of  her  deceased 
husband,  shall  be  void.     21.  For  the  suffici- 
ency of  jurors  in  attaints  m  London.    22.  For 
the  wages  of  servants  irt  husbimdry,  and  of 
artificers  and   labourers.      23.  For  the  true 
gauging  and  packing  of  salmon,    eels,   audi 
herrings.    2 i.  For  the  pimishment  of  perjury, 
and  the  manner  of  proceeding  in  attaints.     25, 
For  the  punishment  Of  peijury,  champerty, 
maintenance  and  embracery,  by  the  discrc- 
tipn  of  the  chanc.   treas.  chief*^  justices,  and 
clerk  of  the  rolb.    26.  Touching  the  holding 
of  the  sherids  turns  in  the  counties  of  South- 
ampton, Surrey,  and  Sussex.     27.  To  avoid 
deceitful  slefchts  upon  fustians. 

Private  Acts,]  11  Hen.  VII.— -1.  An  act 
for  the  confirmation  of  certain  lands  to  the 
tmg,  that  were  the  lands  of  Rich,  ddke  of 
Gloucester.    *2.  Of  resumption  of  divers  cas* 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


4T3] 


1>ARL.  HISTORY,  IlEintT  VII.— Jcft  ptl^d  in  this  Reign, 


t4n 


t\^f  manors,  lands,  and  tenements,  which  { 
trerfe  ibrmerly  given  by  king  Edw.  the  3d,  and 
Icing  Rich,  the  Sd,  to  Edmoud  de  Langlej, 
,  dtifi  of  York.  3.  Of  reslitution  Ikit  Genraae 
Horme.  4.  That  all  grants  made  of  the  manor 
of  Woodstock  be  void.  5.  For  the  queen's 
jointure.  6.  For  the  making  void  of  divers 
leases  and  offices  within  the  pri^icipality  of 
Wales,  duchy  of  Cornvsall, '  and  earldom  of 
Chester.  7.  For  tlie  assuring  of  certain  lands 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  5cc.  8.  For  the  as- 
isurine  certain  lands  to  tlic  duke  of  York.  9. 
For  the  prince  of  Wales.  10.  For  the  duchess 
of  Bedfond.  11.  Of  confirmation  of  a.  feof^ 
ment  made  by  Thomas  marquis  Dorset,  and 
his  wif<*  to  divers  feoflPees  to  several  Uses.  12. 
For  the  earl  of  Oxford.  13.  For  the  earl  of 
Snflblk.  14.  For  the  .earl  of  Surrey.  15. 
Anothei:  act  made  for  coniirmation  of  a  feoflf- 
ment  made  by  the  said  earl  of  Surrey.  16. 
For  the  earl  of  Devon.  17.  For  the  earl  oi 
Kildare.  18.  For  the  prior  of  Kihnaynan  in 
Ireland.  19.  For  the  cutody  and  govt,  of 
vise.  Beaumont  and  his  estate.  20.  For  Edw. 
lord  Dudley.  21.  For  John  lord  Zouche  and 
Seymour.  22.  Several  provisoes  for  tiie  in- 
demnity oC  the  lord  Daubney,  and  others. 
S3.  For  sir  Rich.  Guildeford,  that  all  his  lands 
in  the  county  of  Kent  shall  not  be  of  the  na- 
ture'of  gavelkind,  but  descendable  to  the  heir 
at  the  common  law,  as  in  other  countries. 
24.  For  sir  Wm.  Berkley,  knt.  25.  For  John 
Shaa.  26.  For  the  dean  of  si.  Panl's.  27.  For 
Tho.  Middleton.  28.  For  Geo.  Catesby.  29. 
For  Simon  Digby.  30.  For  sir  Rd.  Ratclifte. 
51.  For  Clement  Skclton.  32.  For  the  heirs 
of  Wm.  Waynsford.  83.  For  John  Sfingesby 
the  elder.  34.  For  Hugh  Mayne.  35.  For 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  towns  and  castles  of 
l^erwick  and  Carliol.  Z6.  For  the  expences 
of  the  king's  house.  37.  For  the  attainder  of 
Francis  vise.  LovcM.  38.  For  the  attainder  of 
sip  Wm.  Stanley,  sir  Simon  Motmtford,  and 
others.  39.  Concerning  the  peace  between 
the  king  of  England  a.nd  the  king  of  France. 

Public  Ads!]  12  Hen.  VH.— 1.  Touching 
the  taking  of  apprentices  in  the  conmy  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  making  of  woi-steds,  sayes 
and  stamins.  2.  For  the  continuance  of  cer- 
tain acts  made  in  the  last  pari.  3.  Repeal  of 
a  statute  made  the  last  pari,  for  labourers 
wages.  4.  No  forfeiture  given  by  the  statute 
1  R.  3,  c.  8,  shall  be  taken  before  the  next 
,  p4rl.  5.  For  weights  and  measures.  6.  Mer- 
chants of  England  may  carry  tsheir  merchan- 
dizes to  the  marts,  without  payment  of  any 
fme  to  the  merchants  adventurers  of  London, 
but  only  10  marks.  7.  To  talce  away  the  be- 
nefit of  clergy  from  servants  which  wikuUy 
murder  their  lords,  masters,  or  sovereigns. 

Private  Acts.]  12  Hen.  VH.— 1.  An  act 
for  confirmation  cff  a  feoffinent  made  by  the 
king,  and  to  give  him  power  to  dispose  of 
certain,  lands  by  will.  2.  For  the  assurance  oF 
the  queen's  jointttre.  3.  Tot  the  earl  of  Surrey. 
4.  For  Guy  Sapcott.  6.  A  prpviso  for  Wm. 
Stofibrd,    6.  Carton  nrtidce  agamst  Tho^  Yot- 


ton.  7.  For'15ths  and  lOths.  8.  For  a  sab^ 
sidy  (o  be  granted  to  tl>e  king,  aiid  tor  di%- 
chai^  of  some  persons  fro^  payment  thereof. 

Public  Acts.)  19  Hen.  Vlf.— 1.  For  at- 
tendance  upon  the  king  in  his  wars.  2.  T« 
defer  the  paying  of  custom  for  bow-staves. 
3.  For  the  continuance  of  a  statute  made 
11  H.  7^0.  24.  4>  For  using  of  long  bows, 
and  against  shooting  in  cross  how^.  5*  What 
coin  shall  be  current  within  the  realm,  and 
prohibiting  money  or  bullion  to  be  carried  into 
Ireland.  6.  Concerninj5  pewterers  and  bra» 
ziers.  7.  For  the  validity  of  onlinancefl  made  ^ 
by  bodies  incorporate.  8.  Against  the  taking  ^ 
of  scavage  in  cities  and  boroughs,  London  ex^ 
cepted.  9.  For  process  in  actions  upon  the 
case.  10.  For  the  sure  keeping  of  gaols,  and 
to  prevent  escapes  of  prisoners.  11.  Against 
the  keeping  of  decr-havs,  and  buck-stales.  121 
For  punblunent  of  vagabonds,  and  for  order- 
ing of  alehouses.  13.  For  punishment  of  rioti 
and  unlawful  assemblies.  14 ..  For  punishment 
of  unlawful  retainers,  and  giving  of  liveries. 

15.  The  kinds  of  Cestui  que  use  shall  be  put  in 
execution  for  his  debt,  and  shall  satisfy  to  th6 
diiel'  lord  his  relief  and  hetiot,  and<he  beinj 
a  bond-man)  they  may  be  seised  by  his  ford. 

16.  To  continue  the  stafhte  made  11  H,  7, 
c.  186,  for  the  holding  of  sheiiffs  tarns  in  the 
counties  of  Southampton,  Surrey,  and  Suisex. 

17.  For  confirmation  of  so  much  of  the  statute 
made  11  H.  7,  c.  ll,  asconcemeth  the  taking 
of  apprentices  in  Norwich;  and  for  the  repeal 
of  so  much  of  the  same  act,  as  concernedi 
worsted-shearers.  18.  For  free  passage  vpon 
the  river  Severn.  19.  Touching  curriers  and 
cordwainers.  20.  -For  coniirmaiion  of  a  sta- 
tute made  3  H.  7,  c.  10,  toachine  damages  tft 
be  given  to  the  plaintiff  where  the  defendant 
sueth  a  \vrit  of  error  before  execution.  21, 
CoDCcming  silk^oraen,  and  prohibiting  fiilk 
wares  ready  wrought  to  be  bought  into  this 
reakn.  22.  Repeal  of  an  act  not  "printed, 
made  4  H.  7,  touching  factors  and  •ttoraies 
in  Calais.  23.  Confinnation  oi'  the  liberties 
granted  to  the  nrcrchunts  of  the  still-yard.  24^ 
For  holding  the  ahire  court  of  the  coumty  of 
Sussex  at  Chichester  and  Lewes. 

Private  AjcU.]  19  Hen.  7. — 1.  An  act  con- 
cerning a  feoffment  made  fey  the  king,  of  many 
lordships,  lands,  and  tenements,  &c.  belonging 
to  the  duchy  of  Lancaster.  2.  To  make  voi^ 
divers  letters  patents  formerly  granted  to  the 
duke  of  York,  after  he  came  to  be  heir  ap- 
parent to  the  king.  3.  For  the  continuance, 
of  the  staple  at  Calais.  4.  To  give  the  king 
power  to  restore  Huinfrey  Stafford,  John  Bayn- 
tou,  and  divers  others,  being  formerly  attiiint 
of  treason.  5.  For  the  abbess  and  covent  of 
the  monastery  of  st.  Saviour  of  Sion.  6.  An 
mdenture  between  the  king  and  the  abbess 
and  covent  of  the  monasteiy  of  our  saviour 
and  St.' Bridget  of  Sion.  7.  For  coufinnation 
of  a  partition  of  lands  made  between  Wm. 
marquis  Barkley,  and  Tho.  earl  of  Surrey. 
8.  That  no  actions,  plaints,  bills,  or  wjits, 
being  commenced  aid  depending  in  the  king's 
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courts  by  persons  not  knighted,  shull  abate,  if 
ihey  be  afterwards  knighted.  9.  J^or  two  aids 
graced  to  the  king.  10.  Of  restitution  for  the 
iidy  Cecil,  wife  of  the  late  vise.  Wells,  \Vm. 
lord  Wilioughby,  and  others.  11.  For  the  at* 
taindcr  of  James  Tourhett,  kht  lordAudley, 
£daK>iid  earl  of  SuiVoIk,  and  divert  others, 
confederate  with  Piers  Warbeck.  19,  For  the 
restitution  of  Hob,  Brewce.  13,  For  sir  VVm. 
JVIearin^.  14.  For  the  restitution  of  Jn.  Heron, 
15.  For  the  restitution  of  Rich.  Biirkjcy.  16. 
Of  restitution  for  Wm,  Barley.  17.  Of  resti- 
tution for  James  Harrington. 

HE.VRY  viri. 
On  the  demise  of  Henry  VII.  his  only  son, 
Ilcnry,  sugcecded  to  the  throne,  by  the  name 
of  llcnry  V  III.  After  the  coronation,  which 
vas  performed  with  great  ceremony  at  West- 
niinsier,  June  25,  1509,  writs  were  issued  out 
ibr  calling  a  pari,  ilated  ^  the  same  place; 
Oct,  17,  to  meet  on  the  21st  of  Jan,  following. 
The  first  writ  to  the  peers  being  directed  to 
his  n¥)st  dear  coosin,  Edward  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, &c.  The  rest  we  subjoin  in  thejr 
oraer. 

Petri  summoned  to  this  Parliament. 
Tbos-  Marq.  of  Dorset    Thomas  lord  Darcy 
Henry  earl  of  North-    '"'"'        '     *  "^ 
umberland 


Thomas  e.  of  Arundel 
John  earl  of  Oxford 
Thomas  eari  of  Surrey 
Richard  eaH  of  Kent 
Henry  earl  of  Essex 
Thomas  earl  of  Derby 
Geo.  e.  of  Shrewsbury 
Henry  lord  Clifford 
George  lord'Nevile  of 
.    Bergavenny 
George  lord  Hastings 
Thomas    West    lord 

Delawar 
Richard  lord  Lumley 
John     Brooke     lord 

Cobham 
Edtvard  Sutton' lord 

Dudley 
"Rd.  Nevile  Id.  Latimor 
Wm.  lord  WiUoughby 
Charles  Somerset  lord 

Herbert 


William  lord  Comers 
Witlam    Blount    lord 

Mountioy 
John  lord  2ouch 
John    Bpuchicr    lord 

Fitz-Warin 
Thomas  Ormond  lord 

Rochford 
Thomas  Fennys  lord 

Dacre 
Ralph  Ogle  lord  Ogle 
John  Bourghchiere  Id. 

Bemers 
Edmund    Grey    lord 

Wiltoli 
William  lord  Stourton 
Thomas  lord  Dacre 
Henry   lord    Scroope 

of  Bolton 
Thomas     Grey    lord 

Ferrers  of  Groby 
Walter  Devereux  ford 

Ferrers 
George,  Id.  Fitz-Hugh. 


The  like  writi  of  summons  were  sent  to  the 
following  judges,  &c. 


Sir  Robert  Rede,  knt. 
Robert  Brudenell 
ITunipbreyConyngsby 
Sir  John  Fisher,  knt. 
John  Butler 


U 


William  Grevile 
Lewis  Pollard 
Richard  Elyott 
John  Emley,the  king's 
attorney  general 
On  the  day  appointed,  Jan.  21,1510,  the 
pari,  met  in  the  great  chamber  of  the  palace 
at  Westminster,  ne:ir  the  royal  chapel,  or  ora- 
tory; and  the  king  sitting  on  his  throne,  Wm. 
Warham,  abp.  of  Cantcrbtiry,  lord  high  chanc. 
of  Enj^laud,  b^  the  king's  cominaad,  declared 


the  cause  of  the  summons  under  tins  text,  'de- 
um  timete,  rcgem  honoriHcate.*  Pet.  ii.  Which 
the  prelate  divided  into  two  parts  t  to  the  first 
he  said,  "  that  fear  was  essential  in  many  pro- 
ceedings; and  that  it  particularly  required  kmgs 
and  great  men  to  fear  God  above  all  others ; 
by  the  neglect  of  which,  not  only  kings  and 
tlieir  subjects,  but  even  cities,  commonwealtlis, 
and  kingdoms,  were  afllictcd,  chastised,  or  al- 
most totally  suhverlcd.  For  this  cause  only, 
that  the  fear  of  God  was  not  before  their 
eyes,"  To  the  2ikI  part  he  arj^ued,  "  that 
kmgs  ought  to  be  honoured  by  tlieir  subjects; 
and  that  to  honoui  the  king  is  to  clioose 
judgment  or  understanding.  In  enlarging  upon 
which,  he  shewed  many  sorts  or  kinds  oi  judg- 
ment; concluding,  tliat  the  abovesaid  honour 
was  the  n)ost  powerful  when  the  kind's  sub- 
jects governea  themselves  well;  and,  when 
there  was  occasion,  reformed  tiiemselves  also. 
And,  when  the  judges,  acting  by  the  royal  au- 
thority, administer  such  judgment  as  is  both 
just  and  right,  humane  and  natural.  Saying^ 
now  necessary  good  laws  are  for  the  righ( 
govt,  of  any  kingdom,  *  quia  leges  sunt  norma 
reipublicae  bene  instituendoe ;"  by  an  exact 
observation  of  which  all  republics  must  pros- 
per. He  ai^ued  also  that  our  forefathers  were 
accounted  wise,  not  so  much  fcora  many  ex-r 
cellent  laws  which,  they  made  aad  published, 
for 'the  benefit  of  posterity;  but  for  a  diligent 
and  indifferent  observation  of  them.  Ilcnco 
Alniighty  God  ought  to  be  prayed  to,  that 
good  and  nourishing  laws  might  not  only  be 
enacted  in  this  parliament,  Vliich  he  aptly  . 
termed  tlie  stomach  of  the  nation,  but  that 
they  noight  be  also  uprightly  executed.  Upoa 
justice,  he  said,  that  it  chiefly  and  necessarily 
behoved  kings  to  govern  their  dominions  wise^ 
ly;  and  then  introduced  several  other  officers 
trusted  with  the  affairs  of  the  public.  The 
judges,  who  rightly  and  duly  administered  jus- 
tice, he  said,  were  the  eyes  of  the  conunon-? 
wealth ;  the  learned  expositors  of  the  laws  he 
styled  the  tongues  of  it.  Others  were  the  ftie^ 
sengers  of  the  govX.  as  the  sherifis  and  magis- 
trates of  cities  and  counties;  the  former  of 
which,  who  did  not  execute  their  offices  right- 
ly, he  compared  to  Noah's  raven.  The  colt 
lectors  of  the  taxes  and  customs  he  called  the 
commonwcaltli's  spiesj^  of  whiph  number  few 
he  said  were  found  to  be  good.  Others  were 
the  pillars  of  the  govt,  as  juries  of  lH  men  are. 
Lastly,  says  our  authority,  *  cum  magno  audi-r 
entium  plausu,*  he  went  upon  the  state  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  urged  that  it  was  the  real 
interest  of  each  separate  body,  spiritual,  tem- 
poral, a^d  comifkonalty,  to  unite  in  supporting 
tlie  crown;  that  justice,  which  is  the  queen  of 
virtues,  may  be  auspicious  in  the  nation ;  that^ 
both  bp.  and  peer  may  join  in  reforming  the 
errors  of  past  times;  in  utterly  abolishing  all 
iniquitous  laws;  in  moderating  the  rou^h  and 
severe  ones;  ic^  enacting  goojd  and  useful  sta- 
tutes; and,  whei^  made,  ta  see  that  tKey 
should  be  faithfully,  'boncst\y,  and  inviolably 
observed.    Which,  if  this  pari,  will  perform^ 
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then  be  affirmed,  that  there  was  no  one  could 
j  doubt,  but  that  God  should  be  feared,  the  kiug 
/    honoured,  and,  for  the  future,  the  common- 
/    irveahh  served  with  good   counsellors,  every 
/      way  useful  to  the  king  and  kingdom.'' 
Lr^ —  J  Speaker  chosen*]    After  this  discourse  was 
ended,  the  chancellor,  in  tlie  king's  name,  di- 
rected the  c«mmoi»s  to  meet  and  choose  their 
Speaker.    Accordintjly,  on  the  next  day,  they 
presented  Tho.  Inglctield,  esc(.  as  their  Speak^ 
er;  whose  ekouse,  for  insufficiency,  being  not 
accepted,   he  was  confirmed.     At  tl^  same 
time  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  by  the  lords, 
to  meet  the  next  morning,  and  every  day  dur- 
ring  the  sitting  of  this  pari,  at  9  of  the  clock, 
in  order  to  do  business. 

Jan^  94,  the  lords  again  met,  when  4  bills 
were  presented  and  resui.  The  iirst,  as  usual, 
to  confirm  the  liberties  of  holy  church.  I'ne 
next,  to  prevent  false  returns  in  escheats  to 
the  crown.  One  for  forfeited  patents  jrranted 
Ibrlii'e;  and  another  for  reforming  excess  in 
apparel.  The  two  first  and  the  last  were  read 
twice  on  that  day,  and  committed  to  the  king*s 
attorney  and  solicitor  general  for  their  amend- 
ments. 

Proceedings  against  Empson  and  Dudfey.] 
Lord  Herbert  tells  us,  "  That  at  this  time  it 
was  tliought  fit  for  many  reasons,  but  espe- 
cially for  contenting  the  commonality,  which 
seemed  to  be  wholly  altered  by  the  rigorous 
proceedings  of  Henry  VII.  to  call  a  pari, 
which  began  in  Jan.  following,"  He  adds, 
"  that  tlie  principal  persons  designed  to  be 
struck  at  in  it,  were  Empson  and  Dudley,  two 
of  the  late  king's  chief  ministers ;  and  who 
were  now  not  only  exposed  to  the  revenge  of 
all  men,  but  had  been  publicly  tried  at  Guild- 
hall, some  time  before*,  for  high  treason,  found 
guilty  and  condemned  for  it." 

The  reader  may  observe,  that  the  lord  chanc. 
glances  strongly  in  his  speech  at  the  opening 
of  this  parliament,  against  such  iniquitous  pnic- 
tices,  of  whicli  these  men  Lad  been  found 
gnilty.  And  tlie  principal  scope  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houses  seemed  to  have  reference 
to  this  business  alone;  especially  the  lower 
house  were  so  warm  in  it,  tliat  the  king  thought 
proper,  adds  the  historian  above  quoted,  to 
resti-aiii  his  own  authority,  in  some  sort,  in 
order  to  enlarge  the  people's  confidence  and 
aflfection  to  him. — The  first  stroke  tliat  we  find 
in  the  Journal-Book,  made  at  tliese  oppressors, 
is  in  a  bill  brought  from  the  commons,  and 
Head  in  the  upper  house,  for  removing  and  abo- 
0  lisliing  both  the  names  and  offices  of  all  Pro- 
moters and  Commissaries  for  ever.  To  which 
the  lords  agreed,  and  ordered  farther,  that  the 
names  of  those  officers  should  be  entered  on 
the  pari,  roll,  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  their 
infamy  and  di^;race. — ^I'he  next  is,  that  a  bill 
of  Attainder  against  the  persons  and  estates  of 
sir  Tho.  Empson,  knt.  and  Edm.  Dudley,  esq. 
was  brought  up  to  the  lords,  and  passed  without 
opposition.  Several  of  the  statutes  by  which 
the  late  kin^  took  advantage  of  the  people, 
were  now  either  repealed^  explained,  or  limit- 


ed. Amongst  which,  the  benefit  of  forfeitures 
for  penal  laws  was  reduced  to  the  term  of  3 
years  next  succeeding,  the  offence  committed 
to  the  king ;  and  to  any  other  person  within 
one  year.  Lastly,  some  untrue  inquisitions, 
found  by  Empson  and  Dudley,  as  also  some 
assurances  of  lands  passed  to  them,  were  anni- 
hilated and  made  void.  But  though  these  men 
were  dast  into  pHsOn,  and  thus  loaded,  as  it 
were,  by  a  double  sentence  of  both  jury  and 
pari,  yet  the  king  was  not  over  hasty  in  order- 
mg  their  execution.  Till  the  next  year,  iu  a 
progress  he  made,  the  people's  clamours  were 
so  great  against  these  criminals,  that,  for  their 
satisfaction,  he  sent  a  special  writ  to  have  their 
heads  struck  off, 

A  Subside,]  On  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
Feb.  £3,  the  commons,  with  consent  of  the 
lords,  granted  a  supply  of  two  lOths  and  two 
15th8.  AfVer  which  being  all  met  in  the 
chamber  called  tlie  Cros^hamber  of  the 
palace;  the  king  on  bis  throne,  and  the  peers 
m  their  pari,  robes ;  the  Speaker  of  the  com- 
mons, now  sir  Tho.  Inglefield,  knt.  spoke  to 
the  king  on  presenting  the  bills  to  this  efiect. 
"  He  first  bestowed  great  praises  on  his  maj.  for 
the  gitte  of  nature,  fortune,  and  grace,  which 
God  had  given  to  liim.  But  more  particularly 
enlarged  on  his  promising  valour,  wonderful 
temperance,  divine  moderation  in  justice,  and 
his  avowed  desire  for  clemency.  At  the  same 
time  lie  declared,  by  many  examples,  the  ^reat 
good  will  and  due  obedience  which  his  subjecta 
payed  hhn ;  and  as  a  testimony  of  which,  tha 
grant  for  tlie  subsidy,  which  he  then  presented, 
containing  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  was  a 
sure  and  certain  proof  of  their  fidelity  and  at- 
fection  towards  his  majesty's  person  and  govt." 
After  this  harangue  was  ended,  all  the  bilU 
passed  by  this  pari,  were  saparatcly  read  for 
the  roj-al  assent;  and  then  the  lord  chanc. 
reti;rniiit|^  thanks  to  tlie  whole  body,  for  tlicir 
irrcut  care  and  diligence  in  ennciing  them,  by 
the  king's  command,  dissolved  the  parliament. 

A  Pari,  called.]     On  the  28th  ot  Nov.  wrfts 
were  issued  for  a  pari,  to  meet  at  Westminster,'  "^ 
on  the  4th  of  Feb.  1512.     At  which  time  be- 
ing all  assembled  in  the  Painted-Chamber,  the 
kiug  sitting  on  the  throne,  Wm.  abp.  of  Can^     j 
terbury,  still  lord  chanc.  opened  the  session     ^ 
by  a  speech  from  this  text,  '  Justitia  6i  pax 
osculat^e  sunt.'    This  he  divided  into  2  parts,      \ 
"  In  the  former  of  which  he  took  notice,  how 
necessary  and  wholesome  it  was  for  any  pow- 
erlul  empire  or  govt,  on  any  urgent  occasion, 
such  as  the  present  was,  to  call  parliaments, 
or  public  councils.    This  was  the  constant  cus- 
tom of  the  Roman  govt.    It  was  also  the  ad^ 
vice  of  Solomon,  saying,  *  Choose  ye  just  men; 
be  wise  all  ye  that  preside  over  the  people.*^ 
He  shewed   that  the  divine  wisdom,  coming 
from  kings  and  rulers,  was  far  above  all  eartlily 
knowledge.     And  from  tne  love  of  justice  and 
peace,  those    fruitful,   inutaal   and  amicable 
commodities,  necessary  in  society,  might  ^oncr 
be  gained.     But  then,  lastly,  he  shewrd,  that 
when  the  streams  of  justice  are  pcrvort«)H  bjp 
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«en  w)tf>  seek  to  obtaia  their  worldly  promo- 
UoDs  and  power,  variouily  and  scandalously, 
•  per  fas  aut  nefa«  ;*  by  neglect  of  the  poSor, 
and  being  wholly  swayed  by  carnal  afiections ; 
by  making  juries  forswearing  themselves,  by 
threats  and  other  overbearing  ways ;  then  he 
said,  it  was  full  timo  to  reform  these  abuses, 
lest  worse  should  follow." — ^To  the  second 
part,  he  said,  "  Of  holy  peace,  wliich  Clvist 
had  left  to  his  disciples  by  this  text,  and  when 
wars  should  happen,  God  only  suiSered  them 
en  account  of  the  sins  jconunitted  by  wicked 
princes  or  rulers.  He  told  them,  that  in  pro- 
claiming wai*  with  an  enemy,  we  should  first 
esLamine  the  justness  of  the  quarrel  and  the 
intention  of  the  proclaimer.  He  added  fur- 
ther, what  was  absolutely  necessary  in  those 
that  took  the  field  and  lioped  for  victory,  first, 
that  they  should  walk  in  the  ways  of  tlK^  lord, 
and  in  him  alone  place  their  dependance; 
that  every  man  should  keep  the  post  he  was 
ordered  to;  that  each  individual  should' be 
content  with  liis  pay,  and  avoid  all  plunder.*' 
X^istlv,  be  told  tnem,  **  tluit  this  pari,  was 
called,  in  order  to  correct  and  amend  all  the 
statutes  and  ordinances,  which  were  found  to 
\  be  contrary  to  the  common  course  of  justice 
W  and  the  laws.  At  the  conclusion,  he  directed 
the  Qommonft  to  choose  tlicir  Speakery  and  af- 
terward present  him  to  tlic  king." 

War  with  Prance*]  Tlie  next  day  the  com- 
mons presented  sir  Rob.  She0ield,knt.  for  their 
Speaker,  ^*ho  was  approved  of  by  the  king  and 
confirmed  accordiagtv.  On  the  15th  day  of 
this  session  a  direct  declaration  of  War  \Nith 
France  was  made  to  them.  At  which  time,tlic 
Id.  chanc.  bv  the  king's  command,  opened  to 
the  bps.  and  lords  the  more  secret  causes  for 
calling  this  pari.  He  acquainted  them  first, 
"  that  the  king  of  Scots  had  many  ways  in- 
sulted and  even  destroyed  several  of  the  Iting's 
subjects,  on  the  borders.  Next,  the  war  W- 
twcen  the  king  of  Castile  and  the  duke  of 
Guelderland,  the  king^s  ally,  jvas  to  be  consi- 
dered. And,  lastly,  nn  account,  translated 
into  English,  was  read  by  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  concerning  the  dissentions,  which  were 
ihen  on  foot,  between  tiie  pope  and  Lewis 
Xn.  of  France ;  containing  a  recital  oTall  ^he 
contumelies,  mi^liiefs  and  injuries,  whjch  had 
been  done  to  the  holy  see,  by  the  said  French 
king.''  And,  aftcrviards,  the  said  Id.  chanc. 
with  the  lord  treasurer,  and  other  peers,  went 
down  to  tlic  lower  house  to  acquaint  the  com- 
mons with  these  nuitters. — ^The  proposal  of  a 
war  with  France  was  no  sooner  propounded  to 
the  liouses,  than  accepted  of.  Tlie  Xi)rds  passed 
a  bill,  containing  certain  privileges  granted  to 
the  marq.  of  Dorset,  and  other  ^at  men,  that 
would  go  beyond  sea  with  the  kmg.  And,  the 
Commons  voted  a  large  supply,  of  two  lOths 
and  two  15ths,  with  tonnage  and  poimdage,  to 
carry  on  the  war.      • 

Acts  passed,].  The  most  remarkable  Acts 
passed,  m  the  first  session  6f  this  pari,  were 
these : — "  Every  person  that  is  or  shall  be  in 
die  kin^^'s  wars,  beyond  the  i»ca>  or  upon  the 


se%  shall  have  a  protection  of  *  Pro^ctunis,' 
or  *  Moraturus,  cum  clausula,  volumus.'  And 
lie  may  alienate  hi^i  lands,  Imjdon  '  in  capite,^ 
without  licence.  And,  if  he  die  in  that  ser- 
vice, his  heir  within  age  and  in  wani,  his  exe- 
cutors, feofiees,  or  assigns,  shall  have  the 
wardship  and  marriage,  towards  the  perform- 
ance of  his  will.' — "  Penalties  were  ordained 
for  captains  that  abridged  the  number  of  their 
soldiers,  or  detained  their  wages ;  also,  for  sol- 
diers departing  without  licence. — ^Because  mo- 
ney, plme,  and  jewels,  &e.  being  carried  out 
of  the  kingdom,  impoverished  it ;  it  was  en- 
acted, that  ever)'  oftender  that  waiy  should  for- 
feit double  value."  An  ordinance  formerly 
made  against  escheators,  commissioners,  ana 
finding  and  turning  of  ofiicers,  was  also  con- 
firmed.— Because  several  unlawful  games  kept 
men  from  shooting  in  the  long  bow,  they  were 
put  down,  and  archery  commanded.  For  the 
oetter  understanding  of  which  act  another 
pnssed,whereby  the  use  of  the  cross-bow  was  also 
forbidden.. — ^In  this  pari,  the  king  reversed  the 
attainder  against  the  late  sir  Edra.  Dudley,  and 
restored  bis  son  John  to  all  his  lands  and  pot- 
sessions. — March  30,  the  pari,  by  the  kmg't 
command,  was  prorogued  to  the  4th  of  Nov. 
following,  on  wnich  day  it  inet  accordingly. 

A  Subsidy  und  a  P<;//-2>«r.]  Lord  lierbert 
writes,  "  That  the  king  beins  now  resolved  to 
go  abroad  in  person,  in  order  to  secure  his 
own  dominions  from  the  Scots,  he  sent  the 
earl  of  Surrey  with  an  army  into  Yorkshire,  to 
protect  iliose  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
\Vhil$t  this  was  doing,  he  called  a  pari,  to- 
meet  at  Westminster;  where,  besides  enact- 
ing several  good  laws,  he  had  a  emnt  of  two 
more  lOths  und  15ths,  as  a  subsi^.  Besides 
this,  he  had  a  Poll-Tax  granted  him ;  which 
was,  of  every  duke  10  marks :  of  every  earl 
51.;  a  lord  4l. ;  a  knight  4  marks ;  of  every 
man  worth  8001.  in  pods  the  same ;  of  each 
man  who  had  408.  m  wages,  12d. ;  and  V)f 
all  who  were  at,  or  above,  15  y^ars  of  age,  4d. 
Acts  passed.]  The  first  act  passed  this  sea- 
sion  was,  in  order  to  secure  the  sea-coats ;  by 
erecting  of  bulwarks,  bra,>'s  and  walls,  in  Corn- 
wall, and  elsewhere ;  and  fortiiVing  the  cas- 
tles on  these  coasts.  Nor  was  Uiis  precaution 
without  reson,  for  the  very  next  suoomer  the 
French  landed  a  number  of  men  in  Sussex, 
but  they  were  soon  beat  back  again  to  their 
ships.  Lord  Herbert  says,  that  after  passing 
the  above-mentioned  act,  and  others  of  less 
concern,  this  pari,  was  again  procogued  to 
Jan.  the  23rd,  15tS. 

After  Henry's  return  tx>  Enj^and,  due  pari, 
met  as  before  mentioned.  The  title  ot  the  , 
firt  act  passed,  in  the  Statute  Books,  is  to  or* 
dain,  <'  How  the  king's  new  subjects  of  Tour- 
nay  and  Terwin,  in  France,  may  have  assur* 
anoe  and  recovery  of  their  debts  due  to  them 
by  Englishmen ;  and  how  Englishmen  of  them." 
It  was  also  enacted,  ^  That  everj  man  that 
would  sue  for  the  king's  pardon,  granted  on 
certain  articles,  should  bare  it." — In  this  se»- 
sion  Margaret^  daugjbter  to  Geoxge  duke  of 
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.Clarence^  late  wife  to  sir  Rd.  de  la  Pole,  pe- 

titiuocd  tlic    I^ing,  that  since   £dw.  earl  of 

Warwick,  her  brother^'had  been  attainted  in  a 

part  held  the  19th  Hen.  VIL  and  fdl  his  lands 

confiscated,  it  would  please  the  king  to  restore 

her  to   blood  and  inheritance,  and  tliat  she 

might  be  stiled  countess  of  Salisbury;  which 

.    Was  granted,  and  confirmed  by  parliament. 

A  Fori,  caited,'^   In  the  6th  year  of  his  reign, 

Heury  called  another  pari.     And  writs  were 

accordingly  issued  out,  dated  Nov.  ^3,  to  meet 

T— at  Westminster,  on  the  5th  Feb.  1514.     Being 

I     all  assembled,  as  usual,  before  the  ,king,  in  the 

t    Painted  Chamber  at  Westminster j  Wm.  abp. 

I    of  Canterbury,  and  chancellor,  made  an  ora- 

!tion  on  these  words;  '  Nunc  reges  intcUigite, 
eriidimini   qui   judicatis  terram.'    On  which 
words  he  observed,  **  That  the  ancients  with 
I    great  care,  study  and  love,  nourished  the  coin- 
i    monwealth;   and  that  it  was  their  greatest 
.    glory  and  comibrt,  when  they  saw  it  flourish 
I    under  their  auspices.  But  our  republic  sickens 
^]   and  decays;  because  the  moderns  prefer  their 
J   own  private  afiairs  to  the  public.    In  order, 
'    therefore,  to  restore  the  commonwealth  to  its 
^    pristine  sanity,  the  ablest  physicians  are,  first, 
1     a  wise  king,  which  is  the  standard  of  the  peo-. 
pie,  and  a  multitude  of  fv  ise  counsellors,  which 
J    give  health  to  the  whole  world.     Afterwards, 
he  told  them  that  the  ruling  rod  of  a  kingdom 
'    was  what  all  kings  ou^ht  chiefly  to  understand, 
I    since  it  went  by  a  triple  direction.    The  first 
was,  that  kings  should  carry  themselves  towards 
I     God,  both  in  loving,  fearing,  and  serving  him. 
J    Next,  that  they  should  know  how  to  govern 
*     themselves  by  knowledge,  judgment,  and  re- 
formation.   Lastly,  that  every  king  ought  to 
learn  how  to  carry  himself  towards  his  sub- 
jects ;  vi/.  in  afimiuistcring  impartial  justice, 
m  giving  audience  equally,  and  in  taking  the 
trouble  himself  to  hear  the  complaints  of  his 
subjects.    To  this  he  added  what  qualities  be- 
longed abo  to  good  counsellors,  viz.  that  they 
sliould  give  such  counsel  as  was  heavenly,  ho- 
nourable to  tlie  king,  and  useftil  both  to  the 
people  and  commonwealth.    Hiat  tliey  should 
be  speakers  of  truth,  and  not  fluttercrs ;  firm 
and  not  wavering  in  their  councils,  and  neither 
covetous  nor  ambitious.^    To  the  second  part 
i      of  his  text  lie  said,  "  that  it  behoved  dicm  to 
'     judge  righteously,  without  dread  or  fear  of  any 
i     man  ;  for  by  fear,  tlie  course  of  justice  hath 
been  oftentimes  hindered  and  -perverted.   The 
,     principal  cause  of  which  .fear  is  the  want  of 
j     love  for  justice;  he  exhorted  them,  therefore, 
I     that  they  all  should  endeavour  to  cherish  tiiat 
',     love,  according  to  the  sayiiig  of  Solomon, "  love 
ye  justice.*'     Finally,  he  ex^iorted  them,  dili- 
gently to  observe  the  abovesaid  instructions, 
i     and   that   what  wanted  reformation  in   the 
state  he  hoped  woidd  be  amended  in  this  pre- 
.^..^9fit   pftrl,^  The    chancellor  having  recom- 
ineuded  the  commons  to  choose  a  Speaker, 
the  next  day  they  presented  Tho.  Nevilc,  esq. 
£:)r  that  office;  whose  excuse  being  r^ccted, 
with  the  usual  protestarion,  he  was  allowed. 

Feb.  10,  the  lord  chaac.  attended  by  the 
.       V^L.  1. 


abp.  of  York,  the  ln>s.  of  Winchester  and  Dar- 
ham,  the  earl  of  Surrey,  lord  treasurer^  the 
earl  of  Worcestfer,  with  otiier  peers,  went 
down  to  the  bouse  of  commons^  where  the 
chancellor  declared  the  more  particular  causet 
of^e  calling  this  pari.  He  first  acquainted 
them,  *<  that  the  money  granted  to  the  "king 
by  the  last  pari,  was  not  yet  fully  received ; 
and  ibdt  it  had  been  thought  necessary  to  col- 
lect tlie  Poll-Tax,  he  supposed,  not  from  the 
poor  and  needy,  but  from  the  rich,  and  those 
who  were  able  to  pay  it."  •*  That  the  Scotch 
had  lately,  at  several  times,  done  great  inju- 
ries to  the  king's  subjects,  both  by  land  and 
sea,  and  were  daily  meditating  more.  By 
which  attempts,  his  maj.  beiu^  stimciently  pro* 
yoked,  had  determined  to  declare  war  against 
them.  Therefore  the  chancellor  exhorted  the 
commons  diligently  to  consider  these  things, 
and  the  king's  necessary  expences  on  that  oc-' 
casion." 

Feb.  15,  a  contest  arose  in  the  house  of 
lords,  concerning  the  super-eminence  of  seats 
in  pari.  Tho.  earl  of  Surrey  claimed  the  first 
place  amongst  the  earis,  both  in  and  out  of . 
pari,  as  being  the  eldest  son  and  heir  to  the 
duke  of  Norfolk.  On  this  occasion  Garter  king 
at  arms  was  sent  for  before  the  lords,  who 
shewed  his  book  of  the  arms  and  families  of 
the  ancient  nobility  and  other  peers  of  this, 
kingdom;  but  said,  that  as  concerning  the  su- 
periority of  seats  in  pari,  he  could  not  deter- 
mine. Whereupon  the  lord  chanc.  de.erred 
the  decision  of  this  question  to  Saturday  fol- 
lowing. And  on  that  day  the  lord  chanc.  xle- 
dared  and  decreed,  "  that  the  earl  of  Surrey, 
with  much  humility  and  discretion,  had  agreed 
to  content  himself  with  his  place  in  pari,  ac- 
cording to  his  creation,  ancl  not  dignity;  pro-  ' 
vided  always  that  his  place  of  honour  and  dig- 
nity out  of  pari,  should  be  reserved  to  him. 
And  that  if  hereafter  any  ancient  records 
should  be  found,  in  the  Tower  of  London,  o^ 
elsewhere,  proving  the  said  pre-eminent  place 
in  pari,  to  belong  to  the  said  earl,  that  then 
the  said  scat  sliould  be  restored  unto  him, 
notwitlistanding  this  present  decree  against  it/' 

Actspaste.i,]  This  pari,  sat  tiil  the  5th  of 
April,  wheiT  they  were  prorogued  to  tlie  12th 
of  Nov.  following.  The  most  remarkable  sta- 
tutes made  in  this  session  are  drawn  up  by 
lord  Herbert  in  this  manner: — "  I  shall  set 
down  the  laws  enacted  in  tliis  pari,  where  I 
find  one  of  their  chief  cares  was,  to  put  into 
better  order  the  former  laVvs  concerning  Ap- 
parel ;  which  yet  was  not  so  well  digested,  bu^ 
that  the  year  following  even  the  law  itself 
changed  fasliion.  Howsoever,  that  of  Archery, 
made  before,  was  not  only  confirmed,  but 
made  perpetual ;  so  that  notwitlistanding  the 
use  of  caleevers,  or  ha^d-guns,  for  muskets 
were  not  yet  known,  it  vas  thought  fit  to  con- 
tinue the  bow.  JlanU-Tguns  and  cross-bows 
were  forbidden,  Wider  cert:iin  penalti^  to  all 
men  that  had  less  than  500"  (the  slat  says  300) 
"  marks  per  an.  The  Wa^es  for  artificers  were 
tiso  satiUd,  anctUie  price  of  Watermen,  A  pe- 
2l    •  •  ^ 
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^B\iy  also  wi»  imposed  on  tbo6e  who  changed 
tillttge  into  pasture.  And  very  good  oraer 
taken  concerning  deceit  in  Cloth,  as  being  the 
only  cause  they  nad  not  so  good  vent  abroad. 
The  commission  of  sewers,  extending  to  the 
ttiaking  up  of  the  se^^walls,  He,  in  England, 
iAie  marches  af  Calais,  Gulsnes,  and  mmes/ 
began  6  lien.  VL  and  continued  4  Hen.  VII^ 
for  35  yearS|  being  now  upon  expiration,  was 
i^ontinued  also  for  10  years  more.  It  was 
commanded  that  the  river  of  Canterbury 
should  be  deepened.  It  was  provided  that 
wool  should  not  be  carried  beyond  sea;  which 
was  to  the  benefit  of  tltc  clothiers.  No  se- 
cond letters  patents  also  might  be  taken,  witli- 
out  mentionins;  the  first;  which  was  very 
^ual  both  for  the  king  and  subject.  And  be- 
cause divers  now,  being  weary  with  sitting^  so 
tbng  in  pari,  did  depart  home  without  licence, 
ihey  only  remaining  who  factiously  combined 
themselves,  with  intention  to  gain  the  major 
jpart  of  voices  in  any  tlung  they  desired  to  ob- 
tain, it  was  ordered  they  ^hould  lose  their 
Wages  if  they  went  without  the  leave  of  the 
speaker  and  common  house,  to  be  entered  in 
(he  book  of  the  clerk  of  parliament." 

A  PurL  calledA  The  next  session  of  this 
pari,  m^t,  according  to  prorogation,  on  the 
12th  of  Nov.  1516.  On  the  15th,  two  hills 
were  brought  into  the  lords  by  the  king's  soli- 
citor; one  concerning  Conspiracies,  and  the 
other  rehiting  to  what  service  was  due  to  the 
king,  in  his  wars,  by  those  who  held  lands,  in 
fee,  or  annuities,  from  the  crown.  But  tliough 
ft  appears  by  the  Journal,  that  the  latter  of 
thc>c  was  read  3  times  by  the  lords,  passed, 
and  sent  down  to  the  commons,  yet  it  is  pro* 
buble  they  were  both  thrown  out  there ;  for 
we  do  not  find  that  either  of  them,  by  the 
printed  books,  were  passed  nito  statutes. 

Nov.  28th,  the  clerk  of  the  pari,  was  com- 
i^anded  by  the  lord  cardinal,  and  other  lords, 
that  he  would  annex  to  the  act  of  Resump- 
tion, a  certain  provision,  then  brought  and 
signed  with  the  king*is  own  hand,  for  George 
terl  of  Shrewsbury ;  and  that  he  should  enter 
the  same  on  the  Rolls  of  pari.  There  was  no 
act  of  resumption  passed  mto  a  hiw  thiei  pari, 
that  we  cim  find ;  and  this  is  only  mentioned, 
because  it  is  tlie  first  tiuK:  that  the  name  of 
the  fkinout  Cardinal  Wolsey  has  occurred  m 
these  inquiries. 

No  matters  of  any  consequence  happened 
litl  Dec.  20,  when  a  bill  was  brought  into  the 
lords,  signed  with  the  king^s  own  hand,  con- 
cerning the  lady  Mary,  as  she  is  there  called, 
dowager  of'  France,  the  king's  sister,  relating 
tb  her  jointure,  and  which  had  passed  the  com^ 
mons.  Tliii  bill  was  read  by  the  lords  3  times 
in  one  day  and  assented  to  ;  but  of  what  fur- 
ther concern  it  wa^*,  neither  history  nor  the 
statute  books  inform  ub^ — Another  item,  in 
the  Journal  of  this  day,  is  also  some>\  hut  re- 
markable, viz.  *'  That  it  being  Thursday  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  vigil  oi  st.  Ttionias  the 
apostle,  it  was  ordercci,  tliat  every  lord  who 
was  at  th«t  time  absent  should  pay  lOl.^— The 


next  day,  it  it  said  that  a  bill  was  brought  into 
the  lords,  concerning  a  Subsidy ;  that  it  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  then  ordered  to  be 
carried  to  the  commons  by  the  lord  chanc. 
But  what  this  subsidy  was,  or  whether  it  passed 
the  lower  house  or  not,  is  uncertain,*— Dec, 
22,  a  bill  for  a  general  Pardon  from  the  kinjg^ 
was  passed,  with  9  exceptions  contained  in  it* 
And  the  same  day  the  lord  chanc.  sent  for  the 
commons  into  tM  house  of  lords ;  and,  after 
giving  them  thanks  for  their  speedy  and  hearty 
dispatch  of  business  for  the  public  good,  be 
exhorted  both  lords  and  commons  to  take  care^ 
that  the  laws  and  statutes,  in  this  case  pro- 
vided, be  well  and  regularly  kept  and  ob- 
served, in  the  several  parts  of  the  kingdom 
where  th^  dwelt.  And  then,  by  the  king'» 
command,  dissolved  this  parliament. 

Acti  pgued.]  The  most  remarkable  acts 
passed  in  this  session  were  these ;  **  An  Act  ta 
prevent  tillage  from  being  turned  into  pasture^ 
A  repeal  of  hcences  granted  to  strangers,  for 
bringing  in  of  Gascoign,  or  Guiennc  wines, 
or  Inouloiise  woad;  which  added  inuch  to 
the  increase  of  our  own  shipping*  A  time  was 
stated,  without  which  alj  motions,  bilb,  suits, 
indictments,  or  informations  popular,  shall  be 
sued,  either  for  the  kin£  or  party.  The  act 
concerning  Labout:er*s  Wages,  made  in  the 
year  preceding,  was  also  repesJed ;  because  it 
concerned  certain  labourers  in  London. 

A  Pari,  called,]  It  was  full  7  years  aflcr 
the  dissohition  ofthe  last,  before  another  pari. 
was  called,  llie  book  of  printed  Statutesi  and  , 
Dugdale's  Summons  to  Parliament,  both  in- 
form us,  that  it  was  not  till  the  14th  year  of 
this  king,  that  a  pari,  was  again  summoned,  to 
meet  at  the  Black  Fryers  in  London,  on  the' 
15th  of  April,  1523.  At  the  time  appointed, 
J.  Stowe  writer  That  the  king  being  seated  on 
the  throne  in  the  pari,  chamber,  at  his  feet, 
on  the  right  side,  sat  the  cardinal  of  York  and 
the  abp.  of  Canterburv ;  and  at  the  rail  be-^ 
hind  stood  dr.  Tunstal,  bp.  of  London,  who 
made  an  eloquent  oration  to  the  pari^  on  the 
office  of  a  king,  to  tbb  efiect.  He  first  said, 
**  That  a  king  must  be  a  man  of  judgment, 
according  to  ine  saying  of  David,  *  I)cus  judi- 
cium regi  da,*  &:c.  And  that  he  must  also  be 
a  man  of  great  learning,  according  to  this  text, 
'  Erudbuiui  qui  indicatis  terram.  According  ^ 
to  thb  saying  of  the  prophet,  he  added,  that 
God  had  sent  them  a  prince  of  great  judg- 
ment, learning,  and  experience ;  who,  accord- 
ing to  his  prmcely  duty,  forgot  not  to  study 
how  to  put  forward  every  thing  that  might  be 
profitable  to  his  people  and  realm.  Lest  thi<» 
saying  of  Seneca  might  be  laid  to  his  chai^, 
^  es  rex,  et  non  kabes  teropus  e^e  rex?^ 
Which  is  as  much  as  to  s^.  Art  thou  a  king, 
and  dost  nothing  profitable  to  thy  people  r 
Art  thou  a  king,  and  wilt  not  provide  a  remedy 
for  the  diseases  of  the  commonwealth  ?  For 
this  cause  the  king  hath  called  tliis  pari,  bock 
for  remedyiug  the  mischief  that  are  in  thf 
common  law,  as  recoveries,  foreign  vouchers, 
corrupt  trials  ;  as  also  for  awaking  and  ofderiag 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


i86}    PAIUL.  HISTORY,  )A  Hsmrt  VIH.  l^.-^Cardinal  Wolse]/  demands  a  Supply. 


j  new  statutes,  which  may  be  to  the  great  ad- 
/^^  vantf^e  of  the  commonwealth.  Lastly,  he 
willed  the  Commons  to  repair  to  their  own 
house,  to  elect  a  Speaker ;  and  certify  it  to 
/  the  lord  chanc,  who  would  acquaint  them 
when  his  m^«  would  have  hioi  presented  be* 
fore  him." 

Sir  T.  More  elected  Speaker,"]  Accordindy 
the  commons  chose  for  their  Speaker  sir  Tho. 
More,  knc  who  being  presented  fat  that  pur* 
pose,  pleaded  his  disabilities  as  usual ;  and  in 
his  speech  brought  in  a  story  of  Phormio,  the 
philosopher,  who  desired  Hannibal  to  come  to 
nis  lectures,  which  when  be  consented  to  and 
came,  Phormio  began  to  read  De  Re  militari, 
of  chivalry;  that  as  soon  as  Hannibal  heard 
this,  he  called  the  philosopher  an  arrogant 
fool,  to  presume  to  teach  him,  who  was  already 
master  of  chivalry  and  all  the  arts  of  war, 
*'  So,  says  sir  Tho.  if  I  should  presume  to 
speak  before  hismaj.  of  learning,  and  the  well 
orderine  of  ch^  govt,  or  such  like  matters,  the 
king,  who  is  so  deeply  learned,  such  a  master 
of  prudence  and  experience,  might  say  to  me 
as  Hannibal  to  Phormio,''  Wherefore,  he 
humbly  besought  his  maj.  to  order  the  com* 
mons  to  ohuse  another  Speaker. — To  this 
speech  the  cardinal,  as  chancellor,  replied, 
that  his  maj.  b;^  long  experience  of  his  service, 
was  well  acquaintedwith  his  wit,  learning,  and 
discretion ;  and  that  therefore  he  thought  the 
commons  had  chgse  the  fittest  person  of  them 
all  to  be  their  Speaker."  Who  then  made  the 
usual  protestation,  and  was  admitted. 

WoUeu  goes  to  the  Commoiu  to  hasten  the 
SttWy.]  .Though  it  is  said,  in  the  declaration, 
at  the  opening  of  this  session,  that  the  amend- 
ing the  old  ^aws  and  making  new  ones,  was  the 
omy  occasion  of  the  Summons ;  yet  history  iiv- 
forms  us,  that  the  necessities  of  the  state,  for 
money,  was  the  real  motive  for  callmg  this 
pari.  In  making  this  demand,  the  cardinal 
thought  proper  that  the  spirituality  should  lead 
the  van,  in  granting  the  Subsidy.  Accord* 
ingly,  the  bps,  and  clergy,  with  some  little 
opposition,  ttixed  themselves  to  the  one  half 
of  their  revenues  spiritual^  to  be  paid  in  5 
years  following.  After  this,  Wolaey  fearing 
some  opposition  to  his  demands  in  the  coin<r 
mons,  proposed  to  go  there  himself,  and  give 
bis  reasons  why  the  Subsidy  should  be  granted. 
We  are  told,  that  this  new  way  of  making  a 
demand  was  much  debated  in  the  house :  and 
if  they  did  admit  the  ccMtiinal,  whether  it  should 
be  with  a  fow  foUowers  only,  or  with  his  whole 
train.  The  m^ority  was  for  the  former,  but 
|he  Speaker,  sir  Tho,  More,  gave  his  opinion 
on  the  question  in  these  words  (<Q,  <'  Mjusters, 
for  as  vmch  as  ^oy  lord  cardinal,  lately^  as  yee 
«coote  well,  layde  to  our  charge  the  lightness 
of  our  toungs,  for  thinges  uttered'  out  of  this 
iiouse^  it  should  not  in  xaj  minde  be  amisse  to 
feceave  him  with  all  his  pompe^  with  his 
pnaces,  his  pillars^,  his  pole-axes,  his  cross,  his 

(a)  Life  of  sir  T.  More,  by  hid  great  grandson 
Thomaa  Mpre,  t¥\^  p.  ^ii. 


hatte,  and  the  great  seale  too ;  to  the  intent 
that  if  he  finde  the  like  faulte  with  us  then,  we^ 
may  lay  the  blame  upon  those  whome  his  grace 
bringeth  with  him,"  This  was  agreed  lo,  and 
the  cardinal  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  went 
into  the  house,  and  there  in  a  long  and  elo- 
quent oration  to  them,  *'  he  chained  Francis 
the  French  king  with  breach  of  faith,  in  faUi- 
fying  the  league  sworn  to  for  tho  general  pence; 
of  Christendom.  Besides,  his  neclect  of  the 
stipulated  annuity  forToumay,  and  some  otlier 
matters.  Insomuch,  that  the  king  could,  do  nof 
other,  in  tliis  public  cause,  tlian  join  wrtb 
Charles  the  emperor  in  a  war  against  him. 
That  the  charge  thereof  had  been  estimated; 
and  amounted  to  800,0001,  Therefore  he  re^ 
quired,  that  the  abovesaid  sura  should  be  raised 
out  of  the  5th  part  of  every  man's  goods  and 
lands,  to  be  paid  in  4  years.*' 

The  author  of  the  Life  of  Sur  T.  More,  telli 
us,  that  the  house  were  silent  to  this  demand, 
contrary  to  the  minister's  expectation,  and 
when  he  demanded  some  reasonable  answer, 
every  member  held  his  peace.  At  last,  the 
Speaker  falling  on  his  knees,  with  much  rc^ 
verence,  •»  Excused  the  silence  of  the  house  J 
abashed,  as  he  said,  at  the  sight  of  so  noble  a 
personage,  who  was  able  to  amaze  the  wisest 
and  most  learned  men  in  the  realm.  But  with 
many  probable  arguments  he  endeavoured  to 
shew  tne  cardinal  that  his  manner  of  coming 
thither  was  neither  expedient  nor  agreeable  to 
the  ancient  liberties  of  that  house.  And,  in 
conclusion,  told  him.  That  except  all  the  mem- 
bers present  could  put  their  several  thought^ 
into  hb  head,  he  alone  was  unable,  in  so 
weighty  a  matter,  to  give  his  grace  a  suAcient 
answer."  Whereupon  the  cardinal ,  displease ji 
with  the  Speaker,  suddenly  rose  up  in  a  rag6 
and  departed.  The  next  day,  says  lord  Hei^ 
bert,  sir  T,  More,  enforced  the  cardinal's  aiC 
guments,  by  endeavouring  to  demonstmte, 
"  That  it  was  not  a  great  deal,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  pay  48,  in  the  pound,"  To  this  he  was 
answered,  "  lliat  though  some  men  were  weft 
monied,  yet,  in  general,  it  was  known,  that  th* 
5th  of  men's  goods  was  not  in  plate  of  money, 
but  in  stock  and  cattle,  And,  that  to  pay 
away  all  their  coin,  would  alter  the  wholo 
frame  and  intercourse  of  things.  For,  if  tc» 
nants  come  to  pay  their  hindlords  in  com  and 
cattle  only,  and  the  landlord  again  could  nol: 
put  them  off  from  paying  these  things  they  ha^ 
no  need  of,  there  would  oe  a  stop  in  all  traffic 
and  merchandize,  and  consequently  the  ship^ 
^ing  of  the  nation  must  decay ;  and  the  nation 
Itself,  for  wjpt  of  money,  grow*  ift  some  sort, 
barbarous  and  ignoble.  They  Were  desired  ttj 
consider,  that  the  king  had  already  got  of  theit^ 
by  way  of  loan,  Ss.  in  the  pound,  whTch  amount- 
ed to  400^000 U  and  now  to  have  48,  would 
come  to,  in  the  ^hole,  1,300,0001.  which  first 
and  ^st  is  fuu  6s^  in  the  pound,  &nd  is  almost 
a  3rd  of  every  man's  goods ;  and  cannot  be 
had  in  coin  in  the  whole  kingdom.  For  proo)r 
of  this,  it  was  alled{f;ed,  that  supposins  15,000 
parishes  in  Xn^lan^  and  each  parish  should 
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pay  100  marks,  this  would  only  amount  to  | 
1,500,000  marks,  which  is  but  1,000,0001.  And  I 
bow  many  parishes  are  there  in  England,  out 
of  cities  and  towns,  one  with  another,  able  to 
spare  100  marks?  It  was  said,  indeed,  that 
tnere  were  no  less  than  40^000  parish  churches 
in  England,  wliereas  it  may  be  proved  tlici-e 
•are  not  13,000  parishes ;  then  rccKon  that  tlie 
vrhole  sum  cannot  amount  to  above  1,000,0001. 
And  the  king  demauding  800,0001.  and  he, 
after  this  valuation,  having  received  400,0001. 
therefore  it  was  judged  impossible  to  levy  the 
smn  demanded ;  for  if  all  tlie  coin  should  come 
into  the  king's  hands  how  sliould  men  live  ?^ 

To  these  arguments  it  was  replied  by  the 
courtiers,  "  That  the  mpney  demanded  ought 
not  to  he  accounted  as  lost,  or  taken  away, 
but  only  to  be  transferred  into  other  hands  of 
their  kindred  or  nation ;  herein  therefore,  that 
no  more  was  done  than  what  we  see  ordinarily 
in  markets;  where,  though  the  money  change 
masters,  yet  every  one  is  accommodated.  How- 
soever, that  no  man  ought  to  refui>e  unto  him 
that  fighteth  for  tho  honour  and  safety  of  his 
comitry,  ap  much  as  will  maintain  him,  bince 
he  denies  it  not  even  to  his  labourer.  That 
those  who  are  employed,  must  have  btcn  fed 
when  they  staid  idle  at  home,  and  yet  that  they 
asked  no  more  now,  u>  give  the  uticrmpst  proof 
of  weli'deserving  patiiiJls.  Ilowbcit,  vou  may 
Tep]y,  this  will  exhaust  the  coin  from  the 
poorer  sort;  but,  to  avoid  this  objection,  let 
the  richer  go  themselves.  Let  them  shew,  in 
defending  ttieir  country,  that  they  merit  the 
better  and  greater  parts  thereof.  Our  kiug 
frill  aot  deny  them  this  honour  Or,  when 
they  would  desiie  to  be  exempt,  and  lay  the 
l)urthen  and  hacard  upon  others,  let  them  not 
|;rudgc  yet  tlm  giving  so  poor  a  stipend,  as  some 
of  their  servants  at  home  would  scarcely  tiike 
to  stand  bare-headed  to  them.  Neither  are 
they  to  value  themselves  more  thsku  others,  be» 
cause  they  have  larger  possessions,  unless  tliey 
employ  it  fof  tlie  public  gortd.  Nor  is  it  well 
^id  of  you,  when  you  object  that  this  will 
<:arry  the  money  out  of  England,  and  leave  it 
in  Fjance;  for  doth  it  not  carry  the  men  too, 
and  so  in  cficct  prove  but  the  same  cxpence? 
Notwithstanding,  if  you  be  so  obstinate  as  to 
believe  that  making  war  in  a  coimtry  brings 
money  to  it,  do  but  conceive  a  while,  that  the 
prench  had  invaded  us ;  would  the  mrtni'y  they 
brought  over,  think  you,  enrich  our  coimtry ; 
should  any  of  us  be  the  better  for  it  ?  Let  us 
therefore  lay  aside  those  poor  scruples,  and  do 
frhat  may  o^  wprthy  the  dignity  and  honour  of 
our  nation. .  W^en  you  did  conceive  the  worst 
that  can  fall  bui,you  should  yet  eat  your  beef  and 
mutton  here,  and  wear  your  country  cloth ; 
vliile  otliprs,  ,upon  a  short  allowance,  fought 
pnly  that  you  might  enjoy  y/o\it  fapiilies  and  li- 
berty. Bat  I  say  confidently  you  need  not  fear 
this  penury  or  scarceness  of  money ;  the  inter- 
course of  things  being  so  established  throughout 
the  ivorld,  tliut  there  is  a  p(  rpetUal  deHvatLon 
of  all  that  can  b^  jieceisary  to  mankind.  Thus 
your  commodities  Vilt'ei^r  find  oilt  mpacy ; 


while,  not  to  go  far,  I  shall  produce  our  own 
merchants  only,  who  will  be  always  as  glad  of 
your  corn  and  cattle,  as  you  can  be  of  any 
thing  they  bring  you.  Let  us  therefore,  in 
God*s  name,  do  what  becomes  us ;  and  for  the 
rest,  entertain  so  good  an  opinion  of  onr  sol* 
dicrs,  as  to  believe,  that  instead  of  leaving  our 
country  bare,  they  will  add  new  provinces  to 
it ;  or,  at  least.  Bring  rich  spoib  and  triumphs 
home.** 

A  Subsidj/  frranted,]  At  last,  after  much 
debate  and  contention,  it  was  agreed  by  the 
commons,  that  every  man  of  estate  of  201. 
yearly  and  upwards,  should  pay  2s.  in  the 
jponnd ;  and  from  20l.  a  year  downwards  to 
40s.  Is.  in  the  pound ^  and  under  40s.  every 
head  of  16  years  old  or  more  should  pay  4d.  ir^ 
two  years.  "  The  cardinal  hearing;  no  more  was 
intended,  seemed  much  troubled  ;  and  there* 
fore,  coming  to  the  lower  house  of  pari,  he 
told  them,  that  he  desired  to  reason  with  those 
who  opposed  his  demands ;  but  being  answer- 
ed, that  it  was  the  order  of  that  house  to  hear^ 
and  not  to  reason,  but  amongst  llicmselves,  the 
cardinal  departed.  Yet,  by  the  libeml  motion 
of  some  of  the  lower  house,  those  of  50l.  lan<^ 
and  upwards,  were  induced  to  give  Is.  morc^ 
being  Cs.  in  the  pound,  for  .T  years  to  come  ^ 
whicli  at  lenc;th  being  continued  to  the  4th 
year,  and  extended  to  tho.-e  who  were  worth 
5l.  iu  good.s,  was  all  that  could  be  obtained." — 
Hall  informs  us,  "  That  it  was  one  sir  John 
Husee,  a  JJncolnshire  knight,  "who,  to  please 
tlie  cardinal,  lir>t  made  the  motion  in  the  com- 
mons, for  I2d.  ill  the  pound  on  land,  upon  all 
those  who  \Nere  worth  50l.  a  year  and  up- 
wards, to  be  paid  in  3  years,  ^hat,  on  the 
question'^  being  put,  10  or  12  ^ent.  said  yea  j 
and  on  the  negative's  being  asked,  not  one  na^ 
was  heard.  For  the  commons  would  not  con- 
demn nor  hinder  the  landed  men  from  charg- 
ing tlieinselves ;  so  that  by  10  or  1$  persons 
the  gentlemen  were  burthcned  with  12n,  mor^ 
than  others,  for  ^\hich  the  said  sir  .John  had 
much  evil  will." — ^'Ibis  grant  was  passed  on  the 
21st  of  May ;  at  which  time,  because  Wliit- 
suntide  was  near,  the  pari,  was  adjourn^  to^ 
the  10th  of  June. 

Hall  proceeds  and  tells  us,  «  That  when  the 
pari,  began  a^ain,  the  lauded  tticii,  who  were 
charged  12d.'in  the  pound  on  50 L  a  year  and 
upwards,  moved  the  hou»e,  that  all  such  as 
were  worth  501.  a  year,  or  upwards,  in  goodsj 
should  pay  the  same  tax  in  4  years.  This  mo- 
tion occasioned  a  great  debate  in  the  house  ; 
and  June  22nd  the  question  was  put,  and  it 
being  doubtful  whether  the  yeas  or  nays  had 
it,  the  house  divided,  the  citizens  and  bwitcsse* 
by  themseh^es,  and  the  knights  ofsh^rf  6n  the 
other  side;  the  former  sUfily  aflitlnitfg  that  the 
motioners  were  enemies  to  the  renllrh.  At  the 
last,  the  Speaker  called  them  ahoigether,  and 
after  long  persuasion,  arid  tampering  by  private 
means,  it  was  agreed' that  12d.  iti^  the  pound 
should  be  paid  in  -A'ears,  on^^OL  In  goods'*-*- 
On  the  Slst  dfJnW'  this  pari.'  was  adfouro^ 
to  Westminster^  aiictthcr^  cdstiau^d  ontii  Ati|« 
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ISthy  wheo,  at  9  o'clock  at  night,  it  was  dis^ 
solved. 

Acts  pasted.]  Lord  Herbert  has  left  us  an 
abstract  of  the  most  remarkable  statutes  made 
in  this  session,  which  is  as  follows: — **  That 
our  merchants  might  have  8  da)rs  preference 
before  stransers,  ibr  buying  of  broad  white 
woollen  doth,  brought  to  BlackwcU-Hall  In 
London,  uoietf  in  fairs,  ports,  creeks,  6cc.  That 
strangers  using  a  handy-'Craft,  shouM  take  no 
apprentices,  nor  above  2  ioumeymen,  unless 
they  were  the  king's  subjects.  That  they 
should  be  under  the  search  and  refonnation  of 
the  wardens  and  fellowship  of  handicralbt,  and 
•nc  substantial  stranger,  to  be  chos^  by  the 
said  wardens.  That  they  should  cause  a  mark 
to  be  put  on  tlie  wares  and  workmanship  to 
iie  known  thereby.  That  if  they  were  iaisely 
arid  deceittuUy  made,  they  should  be  forfeit. 
That  this  provision  sliould  extend  to  strangers 
living  in  other  towns  than  Loudon.  That  if 
strangers  were  wronged,  they  might  seek  their 
remedy  from  the  iora  chanc.  and  treasurer  ot 
England,  or  the  justices  of  assize  in  the  coun- 
ties where  they  lived.  That  during  this  paH. 
their  apprentices  or  journeymen  might  contmne 
as  before-,  and  so  to  endure  to  the  last  day  of 
the  next  pari.  This  act  was  not  vet  to  ex- 
tend to  strangers  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and 
the  sanctuary  of  St.  MartinVle-Grand  m  Lon* 
don.  That  if  the  officers  rclused  to  put  a  mark 
on  the  wares,  or  workmanship  of  joiners,  Wack- 
smiths,  &c.  being  strangers,  that  then  it  was 
lawful  for  the  strangers  to  sell  them  without 
the  said  mark.  That  lords  and  others,  the 
king's  subjects,  of  lOOl.  yearly,  ihight  take 
Aifli  retain  strangers,  being  joiners  and  dazicrs, 
tor  their  private  service,  this  act  notwithsCand- 
injj;.  That  Englishmen  living  under  foreign 
pnaces,  and  bemg  sworn  to  them,  should  pay 
Such  custom  to  our  king,  subsidy  and  toll,  as 
other  strangers  of  those  parts  do.  And  that 
the  governor  of  the  merchant-adventurers,  or 
th^  king's  ambassadors  in  foreign  countries, 
•hall  certify  their  names  to  the  chancery,  t6 
the  intent  that  order  may  be  given  therein  to 
the  king's  officers  in  havens,  ports,  and  creeks. 
Yet  if  any  such  Englishman  did  rettim  to  in- 
habit here,  that  then  he  should  be  restored  to 
all  tiie  liberties  .of  a  subject."  The  statute  of 
6  Hen.  VUL  13,  forbidding  shooting  in  cross- 
bows, or  hand-guns,  was  dispensed  with  in  men 
bflOOL  per  annum.  That  comers,  who  make 
money  in  any  mmt  in  England,  should  coin  of 
every  lOOl.  otgold,SOl.  into  half  anjels  or  pieces 
^f  40d. ;  and  of  every  IOCS,  worth  of  bullion, 
-plate  or  silver,  a  portion  into  groats,  two-pences, 
iwnce,  halfpence,  and  fiirthings ;  the  fiurthings 
to  have  a  mark  difierent  from  haU^)ence.  That 
•they  who  bring  less  than  lOOl.  m  bullion  or 
plate  to  die  mint,  shall  have  the  10th  thereof 
in  bal^p^nce  and  ferthings.  That  they  which 
be  in  the  king's  service  in  wars  may  aliepe  their 
lands,  f6r 'performance  of  their  wills,  withont 
aAy  fine  for  alienation.  And  if  any  of  them 
die  in  the  king^s  service  in  war,  his  fcofTees  or 
•x^cotoes  shaU  k»e  the  wardship  of  his  heir 
^udhmds." 


Though  we  find  that  a  sufficient  time  was 
aHowed  ^r  the  payment  of  the  last  butwady, 
yet  the  war  with  France  and  ^k^otlaud  so  ex- 
hausted tlK5  kin^s  treasuf}',  that  th^  very  next 
year  it  was  required,  from  alt  men  worth  40L 
that  the  whole  subbidy,  granted  as  before,  pay- 
able in  4  years,  should  be  anticipated,  and 
brought  to  the  king  in  one  entire  payment* 
This  unprecedentei<  proceeding  gave  the  com- 
mons great  disgust ;  and  they  did  not  fail,  says 
lord  Herbert,  to  impute  it  all  to  the  cardiiml 
minister.  Speed  informs  ns,  that  it  was  so  in- 
supportable to  the  poorer  sort  of  subjects,  that 
the  payment  of  it  was  utterly  denied  to  thtf 
collectors,  with  weepings,  cursings,  and  great 
exchtmations,  which  ahuost  grew  to  an  opca 
rebellion.  The  county  ot'  Kent  r<ifu.sed  it  to 
lordCohham;  Essex  would  not  so  much  ns 
talk  with  the  commissioners  about  it;  Hunt- 
ingdonshire did  the  same ;  l>ondon  would  be 
taxed  by  none  but  their  aldermen ;  and  Suf. 
folk  rose  up  in  arms,  making  povcity  thoit 
captain.  The  Maine  of  alt  fell  upon  t6c  C  aru 
dinal ;  but  he,  being  now  b\  his  church  dignii- 
ties  r^dered  almost  an  English  pope,  looked 
down  upon  their  threats  with  contempt,  and 
despised  their  menaces.  Howe%-cr,  a  htUe 
tmie  after,  they  gave  this  hmighty  prelate  smne 
terrible  reasons  to  alt*»r  his  oointon.  This  nii- 
nisrcr  had  been  so  rebuflPed  by  the  common 4, 
in  his  last  demand  of  a  Supply,  that  he  was  in 
no  haste  to  advise  the  king  to  call  another 
pari.  For,  as  in  his  ministry  there  had  been 
none  called  tor  f  years  before  this  last,  so  it 
was  6  or  7  years  more  before  imother  was  sum- 
moned.       ' 

Moneif  demanded  vriihoftt  consent  of  Par/.] 
During  this  time  qne  of  his  greatest  attempts 
to  raise  money  without  the  help  of  pari,  hap- 
pened in  1520,  when  commissions  were  sent  into 
every  county  in  |ilnftand,  for  levying  tlie  6th 
part  of  every  layman's  gopds,  and  tlie- 4th  of 
the  clergy's.  This  the  people  resented  so 
much,  that  it  had  like  to  have  occasioned  a 
rebdhon.  They  alledged,  1st,  that  these  com- 
missions were  against  law;  next,  their  own 
poverty;  and  tliat  th«  king,  since  the  14th  of 
ms  reign,  had  rcceivwl  of  them  twenty  15ths. 
But,  as  lortl  Herbert  observes,  "  this  seam- 
ed all  to  be  done  without  the  kin|;'s  know* 
ledge;  so,  when  the  consequence  of  it  appear- 
ed, it  was  resolved  to  disavow  the  whole  pro-  • 
c*cjding.  And  the  king  sent  letters  all  over 
Englanjl,  declaring  he  iirould  ask  nothmg  of 
them  but  by  way  of  Benevolence.  So  that  the 
Cardinal,  by  these  means,  got  many  a  curse, 
and  the  king  as  many  blessings." 
'  In  1528  began  the  important  aflair  of  the 
divorce  between  Henry  VIIL  and  his  ijueen 
Kathcrine.  We  shall  leave  a  thorough  disqui- 
sition of  this  matter  to  lord  Herbert,  bp.  Bur- 
net, and  our  eeneral  historians  of  these  timm 
and  shall  on^  collect  what  an  English  part 
had  to  do  in  this  great  and  memoralile  event. 

WoUeif's  disgrace.]  But  before  it  took 
place,  it  proved  the  ruin  of  tlie  Cardinal;  <br, 
being  detected  of  somo  underhand  dealinf^  he- 
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twecn  the  pope  and  the  king,  and  havng ma- 
naged 8U  ill  as  to  make  both  quogin  Kalheriue 
and  Mra.  Anne  BuUcin,  liis  enemies,  he  fell 
Jatiit  into  dh^rwit,  and  afterwards  uncier  the 
monarches  h^best  displeasure.    The  Cardinal 
was  lirst  indicted  in  the  King's  Benclt,  on  the 
statute  16  Rich.  II,  concerning  Preniiuiires; 
ibund  ixuilty ;  and  sentence  was  passed  upon 
liim,  ^*  That  he  was  out  of  the  king's  protec- 
tion;   his    lands,    goods,    and    chattels  for- 
feit; and    that    his  person  mighty  be  seized 
on."  lie  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  great  coun^ 
f!il»  collected  tor  that  purpose  in  the  Star- 
4..'hambcr;  whore  he  met  witli'no  better  treat- 
piuent.     And,  lastly,    the    king    remitted  tlie 
\  .vhole  affair  to  a  pari,  which  began  to  sit  at 
VW/estminster,  Nov,  3,  1529. 
I     On  tlie  hrst  day  of  tliis  parliament's  ineet«> 
ing,  sir  Tho.  More,  now  lord  chanc.  made  aa 
eloquent  oration,  says  .Ilall,  ,to   tliis  cHectx 
That,  like  as  a  good  shepherd,  who  not  oiUy 
iendeth  and  kecpeth  well  his  sheep,  but  also 
ibreseeth  and  prc^nde^h  acpinst  overy  tiling, 
I  vrhich  either  may  be  hurtful  or  noisome  to  his 
J  ilock ;  or  may  preserve  and  (jbf^nd  tho  same 
]  against  all  chances  to  conae ;  so  tho  king,  who 
■  was  the  shepherd,  ruler,  and  govemof  of  this 
!  realm,  Vigilantly  Ibresceing  thiogf  to  come, 
/  fOBsidcred  bow  divert  laws,  by  long  continur 
ance  of  time  and  mutation  of  things  were  now 
'  grown  insufficient  and  imperfect:  and  also, 
$hat  by  the  frail  condition  of  man,  divers  new 
enormities  were  sprung  up  amongst  the  n/eo- 
pie,  for  the  which  no  Uw  way  made  to  reform 
the.  same,  he  said,  was  the  very  cause  why,  at 
this  thne,  the  king  had  summoned  his  high 
court  of  pari.    He  resemhled  tiie  king, to  a 
ahepherd  or  herdsman  also  for  this  cause;  if  a 
Jung  is  esteemed  only  for.  bis  richet,  he  is  but 
m  rich  man;  if  for  his  honour,  he  is  but  an  ho- 
|Murable  man;  but  compare  him  to  the  mul- 
titude t»f  his  people,  and  the  number  of  his 
fiock,  then  is  ne  a  ruler,  a  governor  of  jnight 
and  power;  so  that  his  people  maketh  him  a 
prince,  as  of  the  multitude  of  sheep  cometh 
the  name  of  a  shepherd.    And,  as  you  see, 
that  amongst  a  great  flock  of  sheep  some  be 
(atlen  and  foulty,  which  the  gooa  sheplierd 
aeadeth  £rom  the  sound  sheep ;  so  the  great 
^fvether,  which  is  of  late  fallen,   as   you  all 
juiow,  jogglod  with  the  king  so  craftily,  scab- ' 
)»edly,  ana  untruly,  that  all  jne^i  mutt  thtnk^ ' 
that  be  imagined  himself  that  the  king  had  no 
fense  to  perceive  his  orafly  doingt>  or  prer 
4iiped  that  he  would  not  see  or  understand 
jiift  'firattduient  jugglinjj  and  attempts.     But  he 
was '  deceived ;   for  hit  grace'^  sight  wa^  so 
<|cndk  and  penetrable,  that  he  not  only  saw 
iimiy  buli'  saw  through  him,  both  within  and 
•without;  |o.  that  he  was  entirelv  op^  to  biro, 
.iloeardiog  to  his  desert,  he  hath  had  a  gentle 
;oorrection;  wt^ich  small  punishment  the  king 
.would  not  should  be  an  exauiple  to  other  of- 
fenders; but  op^Iy  dedareth,  that  whotoev^ 
Jiereafler  shall  mt^e  the  like  attempt,  or  com- 
mit the  like  ofiiences,  shall  not  escape  with  tlie 
like  pumshmeut.|  jU;>tly  the  chai^cellor  said. 


that  because  they  of  the  boase  of  common* 
were  a  great  number,  and  could  not  speak  aQ 
at  one  timc;^  therefore  the  king's  pleasure 
was,  that  they  should  resort  to  their  own 
Impose,  ana  there,  amongst  themselves,  accord^t 
ing  to  ancient  custom,  choose  au  able  per-« 
son  to  be  their  couunon  moUth,  or  Speaker ; 
and  after  they  have  so  done,  to  advi^nise  Iiis 
grace  thereof^  who  will  declare  jto  tl^em  his 
pleasure,  what  day  he  will  have  him  presented 
in  this  pUce.^ 

A  Speaker  chosen,]  On  the  6ih  of  Nor.  the 
commons  presented  Tho.  Audley,  cuq.  to  the 
king  at  their  Speaker,  who  there  made  ano<* 
ther  eloquent  oration,  whicli,  says  Hall,  con- 
sisted of  two  point&t  the  first  was,  ^  that  he 
much  praised  the  king  for  his  equity  and  jus-» 
tice,  mixed  with  mercy  and  pity;  so  that  no 
oflTence  was  forgotten  or  left  unpunished;  and« 
in  the  punislmieut,  the  extremity  or  rigour  of 
the  law  was  not  cruelly  extended;  whicl} 
»txou\(\  be  a  cause  both  to  bridle  all  men  from 
aoing  the  hke  o^encet,  and  an  encouras^mcnt 
to  oueuders  to  confess  their  fiiults,  and  occa- 
sion amendment  and  reconciliation.*'  To  the 
2nd  point,  '*  he  endeavoured  to  disable  liinw 
t^lf,  for  V99fit  of  sense,  learning,  and  discretion* 
for  tho  uUiing  to  hi^  an  (^ce;  beseeching 
king  to  cnuse  his  commons  to  resort  i^gaia 
to  their  house,  and  tliere  to  choose  another 
speaker  for  that  pari."  To  this  the  king  re^ 
plied,  by  the  mouth  of  the  chancellor,  «  that 
whevcas  he  sought  to  disable  himself  in  sense 
and  learning*  h)s  own  elaborate  discourse  there 
made  testi6ed  to  the  contrary :  and  toucliing 
his  discretion  and  other  qualities^  the  kin^ 
himself  had  well  known  him  and  his  d(Mn^ 
since  he  was  in  his  service,  to  be  both  wise 
and  discreet;  and  so,  as  an  able  man,  he  ac- 
cepted him,  and  admitted  him  ^eaker." 

Articles  against  Otrdinal .  IVoise^J]  Th^ 
principal  thing  we  meet  with  is«  that  certain 
articles  were  now  preferred  against  the  Carw 
dinal.  Lord  Herbert  lias  copied  tliein  from 
ti^e  original  record,  which  pe  says,  he  haf 
thought  fit  tp  transcribe,  because  our  vulgar 
chronicles  have  misi*epresenied  them:  andk 
though  many  in  number,  they  must  find  a  place 
in  these  enquunes, 

ArtieUt    of  Impeachment  exhibited  in  far'* 
liament  against  Cardinal  Wolsey^ 

'<  Coitftrained  by  necessity  of  our  fidelity 
and  consciences,  con^lain  and  shew  to  your 
ro^al  majesty,  we  your  grace's  humble,  true^ 
iaithful  and  obedient  siU^j^ctt,  That  the  lord 
cardinal  of  York,  lately  your  grace's  chan^ 
ccllor,  presuming  to  take  upon  him  the  ai^ 
thority  of  the  pope's  l^ate  '  do  latere,'  hoth^ 
by  divers  and  many  sundry  ways  and  fashion^ 
committed  notable,  hijih,  and  grievous  oflPencef; 
misusing,  altering,  and  subverting  the  order  .w 
your  erace's  Iawt>  and  otherwise  eontmry  to 
your  nigh  honour^  prerogative,  crown*  estate;, 
and  dignity  royal ;  to  die  inestimable  damage 
of  your  grace's  subjects  of  every  dcgre^,  and 
cons^qu^ntl^  tQ  th$  great  t^yidcancc^  dmv^t^ 
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their  household  servants)  the  first  part  of  tbek 
oath  hath  been,  that  they  should  be  true 
liege-men  to  the  king,  and  his  heirs  kings  of 
England ;  the  same  Id.  cardinal  caused  his  seiv 
vants^  to  he  only  sworn  to  him,  as  if  there  koA 
been  no  Sovereign  above  hira.-^VI.  And  also, 
whereas  your  grace  is  our  sorereiga  lord  ana 
head^  in  whom  standeth  all   the  surety  and 
wealth  of  this  realm,  the  same  lord  cardinal, 
knowing  himself  to  have  the  foul  and  contagi^ 
ous  disease  of  the  great  pox  broken  out  upon* 
him  in  diver?  places  of  his  body,  came  daily  to 
your  grace,  rowning  in  your  ear,  and  blowings 
upon  your  most  noble  grace,  with  his  perilous 
and  infective  breath,  to  the  marvellous  danger 
of  your  highness,  if  God  of  his  infinite  good^ 
ness  had  not  better  provided  for  vour  highnesa. 
And  when  he  was  once  healed  of  th^,  be 
madie  your  grace  to  believe  that  his  disease  w{» 
on  impostume  in  his  head,  and  of  none  other 
thing. — ^\^II.  Also,  the  said  Id.  cardiiud^  by* 
his  authority  legantine,  hath  given,  by  preven-» 
don,  the  beneHces  of  divers  persons,  as  welfr 
spiritual  as  temporal,  contrary  to  your  crowob 
and  dignity,  and  your  laws  anio  ostatates there* 
fore  provided,  t>^  reason  whereof  he  b  in  dao* 
ger  to  your  grace  of  forfeiture  of  bis  lands  an4 
goods,  and  his  body  at  ^our  pleasure.— VUI. 
Also,  the^d  Id.  cardmal,  taking  upon  him 
otherwise  than  a  true  counsellor  ought  to  do^ 
liath  used  to  have  all  ambassadors  to  come  fine 
to  him  alone,  and  so  hearing  their  charges  and 
intents,  it  is  to  be  thought  he  hath  insCruco 
cA  them  after  his  pleasure  and  purpose,  before 
that  they  came  to  your  presence ;  contmry  t© 
your  high  commandment  by  your  grace's  moatk 
to  him  given,  and  also  to  other  persons,  sent  te 
him  by  yoar  grace. — IX.  Also,  the  said  lord 
cardinal  hath  practised  so,  that  all  manner  of 
letters  sent  from  beyond  the  sea  to  yoxxt  high- 
ness have  come  first  to  his  hands,  contrary  to 
your  high  conunandment  by  your  own  mouthy 
and  also  by  others  sent  to  hmi  by  your  grace; 
by  reason  whereof  your  highness,  nor  any  of 
vour  council,  had  knowledge  of  no  matters^ 
but  such  as  it  pleased  him  to  shew  them; 
whereby  your  highness,  and  your  council  nave 
been  compelled  of  very  force  to  follow  lu9< 
devices,  which  oftentimes  were  set  forth  by 
him  under  such  cnitty  and  corert  means,  that 
your  highness  and  your  council  hath  oftentimes 
been  abused.  Insomuch,  that  when  jrour  coun-^ 
cil  hath    found,  and  put  divers  doubts  and 
things  which  have  at^wards  ensued,  he  to 
abuse  them  used  these  words,  *  I  will  lay  my 
head  that  no  such  tiling  shall  happen  J~rX.  Al- 
so, the  said  Id.  cardinal  hath  practised  that  no 
manner  of  person,  having  chaige  to  make  es« 
piall  of  things  done  beyond  tlie  sei^  should  at 
their  return  come  first  to  your  grace,  nor  to 
any  other  of  your  council,  but  only  to  himselt, 
and  in  case  they  did  the  contrary,  he  punished 
them  for  so  doing.-— XI.  Also,'  the  said  lord 
cardinal  hath  granted  licence  under  your  great 
seal  for  carrying  out  of  gmin  and  other  victual, 
after  the  refitramt  hath  been  made  thereol,  for 
his  own  lucre,  and  lingular  advantage  of  hiia 


tion,  and  decay  of  the  universal  wealth  of  this 
your  grace's  realm,  as  it  is  touched  summarily 
and  particularly  in  certain  articles  here  foBow- 
ihg ;  which  be  but  a  few  in  comparison  of  all 
liis  eooruiities,  excesses,  and  transgressions, 
coiumictcd  against  your  grace's  laws.  That  is 
ip  say — I.  Where  your  grace,  and  your  noble 
progenitors  within  this  your  realm  of  England, 
being  kings  of  England,  have  been  so  free,  that 
they  Iiave  hud  in  all  the  world  no  other  sove- 
iceign,  but  immediately  subject  to  Almighty 
Ood  in  all  things,  touching  the  regality  of  your 
crown  of  England ;  and  the  same  pre-emi- 
pcncc,  prerogative,  jurisdiction,  lawful  and 
peaceable  possession,  your  grace,  and  your 
lioble  progenitors  have  had,  used,  and  enjoyed 
without  interruption,  or  business  therefore,  by 
^  space  of  300  years,  and  more ;  whereby 

Jour  grace  may  prescribe  against  the  pope^ 
oUness,  that  he  should  not  nor  ought  to  send, 
or  make,  any  legate  to  execute  any  authority 
legantincj  contraiy  to  your  grace's  prerogative 
ivithin  tlus  your  realm :  now  the  lord  cardinal 
of  York,  bein^  your  subject,  and  natural  liege 
torn,  hath  of  his  high,  orgillous,  and  insatiable 
mind,  for  his  own  singular  advancement  and 
profit,  in  derogation,  and  to  the  great  inble- 
inishment  and  hurt  of  your  said  royal  jurisdic- 
tion and  prerogative,  and  the  large  continuance 
of  the  possession  of  the  same,  obtained  au- 
thority legantine,  by  reason  whereof  he  hath 
not  only  hurt  your  said  prescription,  but  also, 
by  the  said  authority  legantine,  hath   spoiled 
and  taken  away  from  many  houses  of  relisjion 
in  this  your  realm  much  substance  of  their 
goods ;  and  also  hath  usurped  upon  all  your 
ordinaries,  within  tliis  your  realm,  much  part 
of  tlieir  jurisdiction,  in  derogation  of  your  pre- 
rogative, and  to  the  great  hurt  of  your  said  or- 
dinaries, prelates,  and  religious.— ^11.  Also,  the 
said  Id,  cardinal,  being  your  ambassador  in 
France,  made  a  treaty  with  the  French  king 
for  the  pope,  your  niaj.  not  knowing  any  part 
thereof,  nor  named  in  the  same ;  and  bmding 
tiic  said  Frt^nch  king  to  abide  his  order  and 
award,  if  any  controversy  or  doubt  should  aripe 
mwn  the  same  betwixt  the  said  pope  and  tlie 
French  king.— IH.  Also,  the  said  Id*  cardmal 
bein^  your  ambassador  in  France,  sent  a  com- 
mission to  sir  Gr^^ory  de  Casalis,  under  your 
great  seal  in  your  grace's  name,  to  conclude  a 
*^aty  of  amity  with   tlie  duke  of  Ferrara, 
without  any  command  or  warrant  of  your  higli- 
ness,  nor  your  said   highness  advertised,  or 
made  privy  to  the  same. — IV.  Also,  the  said 
Id.  cardinal,  of  his  presumptuous  mind,  in  di- 
vers and  many  of  his  letters  and  insti-uctions 
tent  out  of  this  realm  to  outward  parts,  had 
joined  himself  with  your  grace,  as  in  saving, 
»nd  writing  in  his  said  letters  and  instructions, 
*  the  king  and  I.'    And,  ^  I  would  ye  should 
tfo  thus.'    *  The  king  and  I  give  unto  you  our 
hearty  thanks.'    Whereby  it  is  apparent,  that 
he  used  himself  more  bice  a  fellow  to  your 
(liglmess  than  likee  subject. — V.  Also,  where- 
as it  hath  evct  been  accustomed  within  this 
your  fealoiy  that  when  noblemen  dp'  swear 
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and  liis  servants,  fo/  to  seud  thither  ms  he  bare 
lecret  favciur,  without  vour  crace*s  warraat  or 
koowledgu  iliereuf. — Xll^  Abo,  the  tadd  lord 
cardinal  ui>ed,  manj  years  tu);clher,  not  only 
to  write  uuto  all  your  auibaitsadon  rebideat 
with  other  princes,  in  hi:L  own  name,  all  ad- 
vertisements concerning  your  grace's  ailiiirs 
being  in  their  charge,  and  in  tlie  same  hi^  let- 
ters wrote  many  things  of  his  omu  mind,  with- 
4>ut  your  grace's  pleusure  being  known,  c^q^ 
cculing  divers  things  which  had  l>een  necc»i6ary 
Ibr  tlieni  to .  know,  but  also  caused  them  to 
write  their  advcriisements  unto  him ;  and  of 
the  uune  letters  he  used  to  conceal,  for  the 
«(HBpas»ing  of  his  purposes,  many  things  both 
£nom  mil  your  other  counsellors,  and  from  your- 
idf  also. — XIII.  Also,  where  good  hospitality 
Jiath  boen  used  to  be  kept  in  houses  and  places 
of  rciigioB  of  tliis  realm,  and  many  poor  peo- 
ple thereby  relieved,  the  sai«l  ttosuitaOity  and 
relief  is  now  decayed,  and  not  u^ca ;  and  it  £ 
^ommoiily  reported  that  die  occasion  thereof 
Bf  because  the  said  lord  cardinal  liath  taken 
•ttch  imposititms  of  \he  rulers  of  the  said 
bouses,  as  well*  for  bis  favour  in  making  of 
aldjots  and  priors,  as  fur  his  visitation,  by  his 
authority  legantiue.  And  jet,  neveithcless, 
taketh  yearly  of  such  religious  houses,  such 
yearly  and  continual  charges,  as  they  be  not 
able  to  keep  hospitality,  as  they  used  to 
do,  which  is  a  great  cause  tliat  there  be 
so  many  vagabonds,  beggars  and  thieves. — 
XIV.  Also,  where  the  said  lord  cardinal  said, 
before  tlie  suppression  of  such  houses  as  he 
bath  suppressea,  that  tlie  possessions  of  them 
.should  beset  to  farm  amohj^  your  luy<^ubjccts, 
^fter  such  reasonable  yearly  rent,  as  tliey 
should  well  thereupon  live,  and  keep  good  ho»- 
pitahty :  and  now  tlie  demesne  pos'^^ssions  of 
ihc  said  houses,  since  tbe  suppression  of  them, 
bath  been  surveyed,  met  and  measured  by  the 
acre,  and  be  now  set  above  the  value  of  the 
old  rent :  and  also  such  as  were  farmers  by 
eovent^-seat  and  copy-liolders  be  put  ouf^jllul 
amoved  of  their  farms,  or  else  coinpejlctl  to 
pay  now  tines,  contrary  to  idl  equity  and  con- 
science,— XV,  Also,  the  said  hird  cardinal, 
sitting  among  the  lords,  and  other  of  your 
most  hou.  council,  used  himself  iliut  if  an^ 
man  would  sbe^  his  iiilitd  according  to  his 
duty,  contrary  to  the  o}iiiiion  o(  the  suid  car- 
dinal, he 'Would  so  take  hiui  up  with  lus  uccus* 
toniablc  word«,  that  tl*ey  wvrc  belter  to  hold 
tlicir  peace  than  to  ^pcak,  bo  tliut  he  would 
bear  no  man  speak  but  one  ur  luu  great  pcr- 
sonaccs,  so  that  he  wuuld  have  all  llie  words 
himself,  and  consiiiiicd  mucli  time  uiih  a  fair 
faJe, — XVL  Also,  ilio  suid  lord  cardinal,  by 
his  ambition  and  pride,  hath  hindered  aiul  un- 
done ixAiny  of  your  poor  subjects  tor  want  of 
dispatchioent  of  niaticrs ;  tor  he  would  no  man 
should  meddle  but  himself.  Insomuch,  that 
it  hath  been  aAlrmed  by  many  wise  men,  tliat 
ten  af  the  most  witest  and  most  expert  men  in 
England  were  not  sutiicieut,  in  convenient 
time,  to  order  the  mattci's  that  he  would  retain 
ion  himself:  and  nmny  imv$  hi  di'llrred  U)0 


ending  of  matters,  because  that  suitors  sliould 
attend  and  wait  upon  him,  whereof  he  had  no 
small  pleasure  that  his  house  might  be  reple- 
nislied  with  suitors.— XVII.  Also,  the  said 
lord  cardinal,  b^  his  authority  legantine,  hath 
used,  if  any  spiritual  man  havmg  any  riches  or 
substance,  deceased,  he  hatli  taken  their  goodf 
as  his  own ;  by  reason  whereof  their  wilts  b€ 
not  performed ;  and  one  mean  he  had,  to  put 
^l^f^.  iii.^ar  that  were  made  executors  to  re- 
fuse b'mUdle.T-XVin.  Also,  the  said  lord 
cardinal  constrained  all  ordinaries  in  England 
yeariy  to  compound  witli  him,  or  else  he  will 
usurp  half  or  the  whole  of  their  jurisdiction  hj 
prevention,  not  for  good  order  of  the  diocese 
but  to  extort  treasure ;  for  tliere  is  never  a 
poor  arch-deacon  in  England,  but  that  he  paid  ' 
yearly  to  him  a  portion  of  his  living. — XIX, 
Also,  the  said  lord  cardinal  hath  not  only,  by 
his  untrue  suggestion  to  the  pope,  shamefully 
slandered  many  good  religious  houses,  and  good 
virtuous  men  dwelling  in  tliem,  but  also  sup- 
pressed by  reason  thereof  above  30  houses  of 
religion ;  and  where,  by  authority  of  his  bull, 
be  sliould  not  suppress  any  house  that  bad 
more  men  of  religion  in  number,  above  the 
number  of  6  or  7,  he  hath  suppressed  divers 
houses  tliat  bad  above  tlie  ntnnber ;  and  there- 
upon hatli  caused  divers  offices  to  be  fotmd  by 
verdict,  untruly,  that  the  religious  persons,  so 
suppressed,  had  voluntarily  forsaken  their  said 
houses,  w  hich  was  untrue ;  and  so  hath  caused 
open  perjury  to  be  committed,  to  the  high 
displeasure  of  Almighty  God. — XX.  Also,  the 
said  lord  cardinal  hath  examined  divers  and 
many  matters  in  the  chancery,  atler  judgment 
tliercof  given  at  tlie  common  law^  in  subvert 
sion  of  your  laws ;  and  made  some  peisons 
restore  again  to  tiie  other  party  condemned, 
what  they  had  in  execution  by  virtue  of  the 
judgment  in  the  common  law. — XXI.  Also, 
the  said  lord  cardinal  hath  granted  many  in- 
junctions by  writ,  and  the  parties  never  called 
theiVunto,  nor  bill  put  in  against  them.  And, 
by  rt  ason  thereof,  divers  of  your  subjects  have 
been  put  from  their  lawful  possession  of  their 
lands  and  tenements.  And,  by  such  means, 
he  hath  ^Iso  brought  the  more  party  of  tlui 
suitors  of  this  your  realm  before  himself, 
whereby  he  and  divers  of  his  servants  have 
gotten  much  riches,  and  your  subjects  suffered 
great  wrongs. — XXII.  Also,  the  said  lord  ctr^ 
dinal,  to  augment  his  great  riches,  hath  caused 
divers  pardons  granted  by  tne  po^e  to  be  sus- 
pended, whidi  could  not  be  revived  till  that 
the  said  lord  cardinal  were  rewarded,  and  abo 
have  a.  yearly  pension  of  the  said  pardon.— 
XXIir.  Also,"  the  said  lord  cardinal,  not  re- 
garding your  laws  nor  justice,  of  his  extort 
power,  hath  put  out  divei-s  and  many  farmers 
of  his  lands,  and  also  patents  of  the  archbi* 
shopric  of  York,  and  bishopric  of  Winchester. 
and  of  the  abbey  of  st.  Albans^  which  baa 
good  and  sutficient  grant  thereof  by  your 
laws. — XXIV.  Also,  Uie  same  lord  cardinal, 
at  many  times  when  any  houses  of  reUgioQ 
have  been  vuid^    he   bath  KOt   bit  owtts 
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thither,  and  with  crai^  pMnasiofis  hsih  in- 
dttced  them  to  com^mit  their  election  in 
hiin.  And  that,  before  ever  he  ntuncd,  or 
confiraied  any  of  themj  he  and  his  servants 
received  so  much  greait  goods  of  thein,  that  in 
manner  it  hath  l^en  to  the  undoing  of  the 
house. — ^XXV.  AlsO)  by  his  authority  iegan- 
tine,  the  same  lord  cardinal  hath  visited  the 
most  part  of  the  religions  houses  and  coileses 
in  this  your  realm,  hath  taken  of  thom  the 
25th  part  of  their  UveKhood,  to  the  great  fex- 
tX)rtion  q{  your  subjects,  and  derogation  of 
vour  laws  and  prerogative,  and  no  law  to  bear 
him  so  to  do.— i-XXVI.  Also,  when  matters 
have  been  neaf  at  judgment  by  process  at 
your  common  law,  the  Same  lord  cardinal'hath 
not  only  given  and  sent  injunctions  to  the 
parties,  but  also  sent  for  your  judges,  and  ex- 
pressly by  threats  commanding  them  to  defer 
the  judgment,  to  the  evident  subversion  of 
your  laws,  if  the  judges  would  so  hlive  ceased.' 
— ^XXVII.  Also,  whereas  neither  the  bishopric 
of  York  nor  Winchester,  nor  the  abbey  or  st. 
Albans,  nor  the  profit  of  his  legation,  nor  the 
bene^fit  of  the  chancery,  nor  his  great  pennon 
out  of  France,  nor  his  \vai*ds,  and  other  inor- 
dinate taking  could  not  suffice  him,  he  hath 
made  his  son  Wmter  to  spend  27001.  by  year, 
'which  he  taketh  to  his  own  use,  and  giveth 
him  not  past  20^.  yearly  to  live  upon.— 
XXVni.  Also,  wliere  the  said  lord  cardinal 
did  first  sue  unto  your  grace  to  have  your 
assent  to  be  *  Legatus  de  latei-e,*  he  prbmised 
and  sdemnlv  protested  before  your  maj.  and 
before  the  lords  both  spiritual  and  temporal, 
that  he  would  nothing  do  nor  attempt  by  vir-« 
tue  of  his  Icgatcy,  that  she  aid  be  contrary  to 
your  gracious  prerogative,  or  regality,  or  to  the 
damage  or  prejudice  of  tlie  jnrisdictiun  of  any 
ordinary,  and  that  by  his  Icgatcy  rib  mnh  should 
be  hnrt'or  offended ;  and  upon  that  condition, 
and  no  otlier,  he  was  admitted  by  youi* 'grace 
to  be  legate  within  this  your  realm,  which  con- 
dition he  Imth  broken,  as  is  well  known  to  all 
your  subjects.  And  when  that  he  made  this 
promise,  lie  was  busy  in  his  suit  at  Rome,  to 
xisit  aH  tlie  clergy  of  England,  both  exempt 
and  not  exempt. — XXJX.  Also,  upon  the  suit 
of  tlie  said  lord  (Ordinal  at  Rome  to  have  hi^ 
aathority  Icgantinc,  he  made  untrue  surmise  to 
the  pope's  holiness  against  the  clergy  of  your 
realm,  which  was,'  that  the  regular  persons  of 
the  said  clergy  had  given  Ihcniselvcs  in  *  re- 
probum  scnsum ;'  which  words  st.  Paul  writing 
to  the  Romans  applied  to  abominable  sin : 
which  slander  to  your  church  of  Rnglund  shall 
for  ever  remain  in  the  register  at  Rome  against 
the  clergy  of  this  your  realm.— XXX.  Also, 
the  said  lord  cardinal  had  the  more  part  of 
the  goods  of  dr.  Smith,  late  bp.  of  Dncolri, 
bp.  Savage  of  York.  Mr.  Dalby,  arch-deacon 
or  Richmond,  Mr.  fonyers,  Dr.  Rothall,  late 
bp.  of  Durham,  and  of  Dr.  Fox,  hte  bp.  of 
Winchester,  contrary  to  their  wills,  and  your 
laws  and  justice. — XXXT.  Also  at  the  oyer 
and  terminer  at  York,  proclaraaiion  was  niadc, 
that  every  xnao  should  put  in  thcit  bills  for  ex- 
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tortion  of  ordiriaries,  and  when  divers  bills  Mere 
put  in  against  the  officers  of  the  said  lord  cardinal, 
of  extortion,  for  taking  led.  of  the  pound  for 
probation  of  testaments,  whereof  divers  hills 
M-ere  found  before  justice  Fit7hefbert  and  other 
commissioners,  tlie  same  lord  cardinal  removed 
the  same  indicbnents  into  the  chancery  by 
certiorari,  ahd  rebuked  tlie  same  indictment 
for  the  'same  cause. — XXXII.  Also,  the  said 
lord  cardinal  hath  busied,  and  endeavoured 
himself  by  crfifty  and  unti-ue  tales,  to  muke 
dissention  and  debate  amongst  your  nobles  of 
YoiirTcalm,  which  is  ready  to  be  proved. — 
XXXIII.  Also  £he  said  lord  cardinal*s  officers 
have  divers  times  compelled  your  subjects  to 
ser\'e  him  witli  carts  for  carriage.  And  also 
his  servants  have  taken  both  com  and  cattle, 
fish,  and  all  other  victuals  at  your  grace's 
price,  or  under,  as  though  it  had  b^en  for 
your  grade,  which  i&  contrary  to  the  laws. — 
XXXTV.  Also,  the  said  lord  cardinal  hatli 
misused  himself  in  your  most  hon.  court,  hi 
keeping  of  as  great  estate  there  in  your  ab- 
sence, as  yonr  grace  would  have  done,  if  yOu 
had  been  there  present  in  your  own  person, — 
XXXV.  Also  his  servants,  by  virtue  of  your 
commission  under  youf  broad  seal  by  liim  to 
them  given,  have  taken  cattle,  and  iill  other 
vi(;tuaTs  at  as  low  price  as  your  puiTcyots 
ha^'e  done  for  vour  grace  by  your  preroga- 
tive, arainst  the  laws  of  your  realm. -^ 
XXXVL  Also,  where  it  hath  been  accus- 
tomed that  your  purveyors  for  your  hon.  house- 
hotd  have  had  yeariy  out  of  your  town  and  li- 
berty of  St.  Alban's,  3  or  400  quarters  of 
wheat.  Truth  it  is,  that  since  the  lord  cardi- 
nal had  the  room  of  abbot  there,  your  said 
purveyors  could  not  be  suffered  by  liim  and  his 
officers  to  take  any  wheat  %%itliin  the  said  town 
or  liberties.— XXXyil.  Also  he  hath  divers 
times  given  injunction  to  your  servants  that 
have  been  for  causes  before  him  in  the  Star- 
Chamber,  that  they,  nor  other  for  them, 
should  make  labour,  by  any  manner,  of  way, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  your  grace,  to  obtain 
your'  gracTous  favour  or  pardon,  which  was 
a  presumptuous  intent  tor  any  subject. — 
XXXVIII.  Also  the  said  lord  cardinal  did  call 
before  him  sir  John  Stanley,  knt  which  had 
taken  a  farm  by  covent-seal  of  iHe  abbot  and 
convcrit  6f  Chester,  and  afterwafds  bV  his 
power  and  might,  contrary  to  right,  committed 
the  said  sir  John  Stanley  to  the  prison^  of 
Fleet,  by  the  space  of  an  year,  unto  bucli  lime 
as  he  compelled  tlie  said  sir  John  to  release  hfs 
covent-seal  to  one  Leghe  of  Adlington,  which 
married  one  Larka's  daughter,  which  woman 
the  said  lord  cardinal  kept,  and  had  with  her 
two  children.  Thereupon  the  said  sir  John 
Stanley,  upon  displeasure  taken  in  his  heart, 
made  himself  moiik  in  Westminster,  and  there 
died.— XXXIX.  Also  on  a  time  your  grac6 
being  at  st.  Alban's,  according  to  the  ancient 
custom  used  within  your  verge,  your  clerk  of 
the  market  doing  his  office,  did  present  'unto 
your  officers  of  your  most  hon.  household,  the 
"prices  of  all  mjinner  of  victuals,  within  tlrt 
2K     . 
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.  precinct  of  the  verge;  and  it  was  commanded 
by  your  iaid  otficcrs  to  set  up  the  said  price* 
both  on  the  gates  of  tout  hon.  household,  and 
«bo  in  the  inarketpplace  within  the  town  of 
•  §t.  Alban's,  as  of  ancient  custbni  it  hath  been 
u$cd;  and  the  lord  cardinal  hearing  the  same, 
presumptuously,  and  not  like  a  subject,  caused 
the  foresaid  prices,  which  were  sealed  with 
your  grace's  seal,  accustomably  used  for  the 
same,  to  be  taken  00",  and  pulled  down  in  the 
said  market-place,  where  they  were  set  iip,  and 
in  the  same  place  set  up  his  own  prices,  sealed 
with  his  seal,  and  would  if  it  had  not  been  letted, 
in  semblable  manner,  usedyour  seal  standing  up- 
1  on  your  grkce*s  gates,'  andalso  would  of  bis  pre- 
sumptuous mind  have  openly  set  in  the  stocks 
within  your  said  town  your  clerk  of  ^our  mar* 
ket.  By  which  presumption  and  usurpation 
vour  grace  may  perceive,  that  in  his  heart  he 
.  hath  reputed  himself  to  be  equal  with  your 
royal  mai.^ — XL.  Also  the  said  lord  cardmal, 
of  his  further  pompous  and  presumptuous 
mind,  hath  enterprised  to  join  and  impnnt  the 
.  cardinal*s  hat  onoer  your  arms  in  your  coin. of 
groats,  made  at  your  city  of  York,  which  like 
deed  bath  not  been  seen  to  have  been  done 
.  by  any  subject  within  your  realm  before  this 
time. — XLl.  Al:>o,  where  one  sir  £dw.  Jones, 
clerk,  parson  of  Crowley  in  the  county  of 
.  Buckingham,  in  the  18th  of  your  most  noble 
teign,  let  his  said  parsonage,  with  all  tythcs, 
and  other  profits  of  the  same,  to  one  Wra. 
Johnson,  by  indenture  for  certain  years,  within 
which  years  the  dean  of  the  said  lord -cardinal's 
college  in  Oxford  pretended  title  to  a  certain 
.p  ortion  of  tythes  within  the  said  parsonage, 
supposing  the  said  portion  to  belong  to  the 
parsonage  of  Chichelley,  which  was  appro- 
priated to  the  priory  of  Tvkeford,  lately  sup- 
pressed; where,  of  truth,  the  parsons  of  Crow- 
Icy  have  been  peaceably  possessed  of  the  said 
portion  time  out  of  mind:  whereupon  a  sub- 
pcrna  was  directed  to  the  said  Johnson,  to  ap- 
pear bpforc  the  said  lord  cardinal  at  Hampton 
Court;  where,  without  any  bill,  the  said  lord 
cardinal  committed' him  to  the  Fleet,  where 
he  remained  by  the  space  of  12  weeks,  be- 
cause he  would  not  depart  with  the  said  por- 
tion; and,  at  the  last,  upon  a  recognizance 
made,  that  he  should  appear  before  the  said 
lord  cardinal  wheresoever  he  was  commanded, 
he  was  delivered  out  pf  the  Fleet.  Howbcit, 
as  yet  the  said  portion  is  so  kept  from  him, 
that  he  dare  not  deal  with  it — ^XIJI.  Also, 
where  one  Martin  D<»cowra  had  a  lease  of  the 
manor  of  Balsull,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
for  a  term  of  certain  years,  an  mj  unction  came 
to  him  out  of  the  cnancery,  by  writ,  upon 
pain  of  lOOOl.  that  he  should  avoid  the  posses- 
sion of  the  same  manoTi  ao4  sufler  sir  Geoi^e 
Thro^orton,  kut.  to  take  the  profits  of  tne 
siune  manor,  to  the  time  the  matter  depending 
in  the  chancery,  between  the  lord  of  st.  John's 
and  the  said  Docowra,  were  discussed;  and 
yet  the  said  Docowim  never  made  answer  in 
the  chancery,  nor  ever  was  called  into  the 
chancery  for  that  matter.    And  now  of  iace 


he  hath  received  the  like  injunction,  upon 
pain  of  SOOOl.  contrary  to  the  course  of  the 
common  law. — XliH.  Abo,  whereas  in  the 
pari,  chamber,  and  in  open  pari,  communicar 
tion  and  devices  were  had  and  moved,  wherein 
mention  was,  by  an  incident,  made  of  matters 
touching  heresies,  and  erroneous  sects,  it  was 
spoken,  and  reported  by  one  bp.  there  being 
present,  and  confirmed  by  a  good  number  of 
the  same  bps.  in  presence  of  all  the  lords  spi* 
ritual  and  temporal,  then  assembled,  that  two 
of  the  said  bps^  were  minded  and  desired  to 
repair  unto  the  university  of  Cainbrid^,  for 
eiamination,  refonnation,  and  correction  of 
such  errors  as  then  seemecl,  and  were  reported 
to  reign  amongst  the  students  and  scholars  of 
the  same,  as  well  touching  the  Lutheran  sect 
and  opinions,  as  otherwise ;  the  lord  cardinal, 
informed  of  the  good  minds  and  intents  of  the 
said  two  bps.  in  that  behalf,  expressly  inhibited 
and  comni  mdad  them  in  no  wise  so  to  do.  By 
means  wlicreof  the  same  errors  (as  they  al- 
firmcd)  crept  more  abroad,  and  took  greater 
place;  saying  furthermore,  that  it  was  not  in 
their  defaults  that  the  said  heresies  were  not 
punished,  but  in  the  said  lord  cardinal;  and 
that  it  was  no  reason  any  blame  or  lack 
should  be  arrected  unto  them  for  his  ofifencc. 
Whereby  it  evidently  appeareth  that  the  said 
lord  cardiua),  besides  all  other  heinous  of- 
fences, hath  been  the  impeachcr  and  disturber 
of  due  and  direct  correction  of  heresies;  being 
highly  to  tlie  danger  and  peril  of  the  whole 
body,  and  pood  Christian  people  of  this  your 
real'm.—XLIV.  Finally,  for  as  much  as  by 
the  foresaid  articles  is  evidently  declared  to 
your  most  royal  maj.  that  the  lord  cardinal,  by 
bis  outrageous  pride,  hath  greatly  shadowed  a 
long  season  your  grace's  honour,  which  is  most 
highly  to  be  regarded ;  and  by  his  iusatiablt 
a^-iirice  and  ravenous  appetite  to  have  riches 
and  treasure  without  measure,  hath  so  griev- 
ously oppressed  your  poor  subjects,^  with  so 
manifohi  crafts  of  briljciy  and  extortion,  tliat 
the  commonwealth  of  this  your  grace's  realm 
is  thereby  greatly  decayed  and  impoverished : 
and  also  by  his  cruelty,  iniquity,  aftectiou,  and 
partialis,  hath  subverted  the  due  course  and 
order  of  your  grace's  laws,  to  the  undoing  of  a 
ereat  number  of  your  loving  people.  Heas« 
It  your  royal  mai.  therefore,  of  jrour  excellent 
goodness  towarJs  the  wcale  of  this  your  realm, 
and  subjects  of  the  same,  to  set  such  order 
and  direction  upon  the  said  lord  cardinal,  as 
may  be  to  the  terrible  example  of  others  to 
beware  so  to  offend  your  grace,  and  your  laws 
hereafter.  And  that  he  be  so  provided  for,  • 
that  he  never  hare  any  power,  jurisdiction,  or 
autliority  hereafter,  to  trouble,  vex,  and  impo- 
verish the  commonwealth  of  this  your  realm, 
as  he  hath  done  heretofore,  to  the  gr€»t  hurt 
and  damage  of  every  man  almost,  high  and 
low.  Which  for  your  grace  so  dohig,  will  daily 
pray,  as  their  duty  is,  to  Almighty  God,  for  tha 
prosperous  estate  of  your  nio^t  royd  maj.  long 
to  indure  in  honour,  and  ^ood  ncalth,  to  the 
pleasure  of  Cod,  and  your  kcart'»  most  dcure. 
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Subscribed  the  1st  of  Dec,  tbe  21st  year  of  the 
reign  of  Henrjr  VIII.  T.  More,  T.  Norfolke, 
Chas.  Suffblke,  Tho.  Dorset,  H.  Exeter,  G. 
Shrewsbury,  K.  Fititwalter,  Jo.  Oxynford,  H. 
Northumberland,  T.  D'Arcy,  T.  Rochford, 
W.  MouDtjoy,  W.  Sandys,  W.  Fitzwiliiam, 
H.  Guldefbrd,  Anth.  Fitzherbert,  John  Fit^ 
James/'  These  last  were  the  two  lord  chief 
justices  at  that  time. 

It  appears  by  the  names  of  the  lords  who 
signed  these  Articles,  that  they  were  drawn  up 
by  a  committee,  appointed  for  tiiat  purpose. 
And  being  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  whole 
house,  they  were  first  presented  to  the  king, 
and  then  a  copy  of  them  was  sent  down  to  the 
lower  house,  for  their  pemial  and  approbation. 
But,  amongst  the  Commons,  the  Cardinal'ii 
cause  was  so  well  defended  by  his  secretary, 
Cromwell,  then  a  member,  that  he  absolutely 
cleared  his  master  from  any  chare;e  oi  treason, 
and  he  was  fully  acquitted  thereof**  From  this 
honest  beginning,"  says  lord  Herbert,  **  Tho. 
Crprnwell,  dated  his  future  reputation.^  But 
though  the  Cardinal  escaped  this  blow,  he  never 
was  re-instated  in  the  king's  favour.  And,  as 
his  enemies  took  every  opportunity  to  de> 
stroy  him,  they  at  length  prevailed  upon  the 
king  to  cause  him  to  be  arrested,  at  his  castle 
of  Cawood,  and  brought  up  to  London  for 
another  trial.  But  a  superior  summons,  to  a 
npuch  higher  tribunal,  took  him  at  Leicester, 
where  he  died,  Nov.  28,  1530,  with  these  re- 
markable words  in  his  mouth;  *'  If  I  had 
served  my  God  with  half  the  zeal  that  I  have 
served  my  king,  he  would  not  in  my  grey  hairs 
have  thus  forsaken  me  V'- 

Luther's  doctrine  gaint  ground,']  Before 
the  cardinal  died,  the  pope's  supremacy  in 
England  began  to  lose  ground;  and  Cler 
incntVII.  Imving  absolutely  denied  to  con<f 
firm  the  Divorce,  Henry  in  his  turn  resolved 
to  enquire  what  authonty  the  pope  had  ia  hit 
dominions.  And,  as  it  seems  to  us,  the  same 
pari,  that  mad«  the  above  stroke  at  cardinal 
Wolsey,  carried  it  still  farther  against  the  pa- 
pal authority.  Luther's  doctrine  was  now  se- 
cretly admitted  into  roajny  places  of  the  kiog-. 
dbm,  with  much  approbation ;  and  gave  such 
impressions,  that  even  the  most  ignorant  be- 
gan to  examine,  whether  the  errors  then  ordi- 
n^y  controverted  did  belong  to  the  doctrine, 
or  to  the  govt,  of  the  church.  And  this  alone, 
lays  lord  Herbert,  as  it  was  the  first  step,  so 
was  it  a  great  a^d  bold  sally  towards  that  Re^ 
formation  wbjph  afterwards  followed.. 
0  Bills  for  reforming  the  Abuses  of  the  C/«My.] 
Many  abuses  whioh  the  laijty  received  ckuly 
firom  the  dergy  were  loudly  compltyned  of;- 
and  the  king,  being  now  willing  that  they 
should  be  strictly  enquired  into,  referred  the 
redress  thereof  to  the  commons  in  this  pari. 
Complaints  also  Kej^ig  made  in  that  house 
against  exactions  tor  probats  of  testimonies 
and  mortuaries;  for  pluralities,  i^on-residence, 
and  against  priests  that  were  farmers  of  lands, 
^ncrs,  wool-buyers,  &c.  the  spirituality  were 
mfwh  Q^d^'  at  tis^m  proceedings;  and^ 


when  the  bills  for  regulating  these  exorbitancea 
were  brought  before  the  house  of  lords,  John 
Fisher,  bp.  of  Rochester,  made  a  remarkable 
speedi  against  thenci,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  as  it  id  printed  in  a  small  treatise  on 
the  life  and  death  of  that  prtlate,  by  dr.  Thos. « 
Bailey. 

^  My  lords,  here  are  cevtain  biUs  exhihited 
against  the  Cler^*,  wherein  there  are  couh 
pkints  made  against  the  viciousness,  idlenot>s, 
rapacity,  and  cruelty  of  bps.  abboti,  priests, 
and  their  oliicials.  But,  my  lords,  at  o  all  vi- 
cious, all  idle,  all  ravenous  and  cruel  priests 
or  bishops?  And  for  such  as  are  such,  aro 
there  not  la^s  provided  already  against  suchP 
Is  there  any  abu^e  that  we  do  not  seek  to  rec-« 
tify?  Or  can  there  be  such  a  rectification  a* 
that  there  shall  be  no  abuses?  Or  are  nut 
cleigymen  to  recti^  the  abuses  of  the  clergy  > 
Or  shall  men  find  Uiult  with  other  mens*  initn- 
ners  while  they  fi^rget  their  o^n ;  uiid  punish 
where  they  have  no  authority  to  correct  ?  If 
we  be  not  executive  in  our  laws,  let  each  man 
sutfier  for  his  delinquency ;  or,  if  we  have  not 
power,  aid  us  with  your  assistance,  and  we 
shall  ^ve  you  thanks.  But,  my  lords,  I  hear 
there  is  a  motion  made,  that  the  small  monas- 
teries should  be  given  up  into  the  king's  hands^ 
which  makes  me  fear  that  it  is  not  so  much 
the  good  as  the  goods  of  the  church  that  i& 
looked  after.  Truly,  my  lords,  how  this  ma^ » 
sound  in  your  ears  I  cannot  tell,  but  to  me  it 
appears  no  otherwise,  than  as  if  our  holy  mo-^ 
ther  the  church  were  to  become  a  bondmaid,  . 
and  now  brought  into  servility  and  thraldom ; 
and  by  little  and  little  to  be  <yiitc  banished, 
out  of  those  dwelling-places,  which  the  piety 
and  liberality  of  our  forefathers,  as  most  boun-. 
fill  benefactors,  have  conferred  upon  her.. 
Otherwise,  to  what  tendeth  these  portentous 
and  curious  petitions  firom  the  commons.?  To 
no  other  iutent  or  purpose,  but  to  bring  the- 
dei^  in  contempt  with  the  laity,  that  they 
may  seize  their  patrimony.  But,  my  lords, 
beware  of  youKelves  and  your  country ;  be- 
ware of  your  holy  mother  the  Catliolic  church ; 
the  people  aro  subject  to  novelties,  and  Lu^ 
theranism  spreads  itself  amongst  us.  I^^mcm- 
ber  Germany  and  Bohemia,  what  miseries  are 
befallen  them  already ;  and  let  our  neighbours' 
houses  that  are  now  oa  firo  teach  us  tobewara 
of  our  own  disasters.  Whcrcii>re,  my  lords,  I 
will  tell  you  plainly  what  I  think;  tliat,  except 
ye  resbt  manfuUy,'  by  youa  authorities,  tliis., 
violent  heap  of  mischiefs  oflfered  by  the  com- 
mons, you  shall  sec  all  obedience  first  drawn, 
from  the  clergy,  and  secondly  from  youisclves ; 
and  if  you  search  into  t]*e  true  causes  of  alL^ 
these  mischiefs  which  reign  amongst  them,  you  > 
shall  find,  that  they  all  ari^e  duough  want  of 
faith." 

The  same  anthorky  talk  us,  that  thia  speechi 

f>lea9ed  or  displeased  several  of  the  house  of! 
ords,  as  they  were  diversely  inclined  to  for^ 
ward  or  flatter  the  king's  designs.  But  none. 
made  a  reply  to  it,^hut  only  the  dnkeof  Nor-> 
fblk,  who  sa^d  to  thc>>ishop>  <^  my  lord  of  Itobc 
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Chester,  maDy  of  thes^  words  might  have  heeti 
well  spared ;  but  I  wist  it  b  o&u  seen  that 
the  greatest  clerks  are  not  always  the  wiseiit 
raeu.**  To  which  the  bp.  repUecl,  "  ray  lord, 
I. do  not  remember  any  tools  in  my  time  that 
ever  proved  great  clerks." 

When  the  commons  heard  of  this  speech, 
they  conceived  so  jgreat  indignation  against 
the  bp.  that  they  immediately  sent  their 
£|peaker,  Audlcy,  attended  with  a  nmnber  of 
tpe  members,  to  complain  of  it  to  the  kins; 
and  to  let  his  maj.  Know,  '*  how  gricvouuy 
they  thought  theiuselTes  injured  thereby,  for 
charging  them  with  lack  of  faith,  as  if  they 
bad  been  iniidcls  or  lierekics,"  &c.  Td  satisfy 
the  coomions,  the  kine  sent  &r  the  hp.  of  Ro- 
chester, and  demanded  of  him  why  he  spoke 
in  such  a  manner?  The  prelate  answered, 
*^  that  being  in  pari,  he  spake  his.  inind  freely 
in  defence  of  the  church,  which  he  saw  daily 
injured  and  oppressed  by  the  common  people, 
whose  office  it  was,  not  to  judge  oF  her  man- 
ners, much  less  to  reform  them.  And  there- 
fore he  said  he  thought  llimself  in  conscience 
bound  to  defend  her  in  all  that  lav  within  bis 
power.''  However,  the  king  advised  him, 
<<  to  use  his  words  more  temperately  another 
time." 

But  the  injury  the  Commons  thought  they 
liad  received,  by  this  reflection,  was  not  so 
easily  digested ;  *  for,  one  of  the  members  mak- 
ing use  of  the  gospel  doctrine  so  lar,  says  lord 
Herbert,  as  to. take  a  reasonable  liberty  to 
judge  of  thincs;  and  being  picjued  at  the  bp. 
for  laying  it  ful  on  <  want  of  faitb,'  stood  up  m 
that  bouse  and  spoke  to  this  efiect  (a) :— ^ 

. "  Mr.  Speaker — If  none  else  but  the  bp.  of 
Rochester  or  his  adherents  did  hold  this  Ian- 
{;uage,  it  would  less  trouble  me.  But  since  so 
many  relij^ous  %nd  different  sects,  now  con- 
spicuous in  the  whole  world,  do  not  only  vin- 
dicate unto  themselves  the  nam6  of  the  true 
church,  but  labour  betwixt  invitations  and 
threats  for  nothing  more  than  to  make  us  re^ 
sign  our  faith  to  a  simple  obedience ;  I  shall 
crave  leave  to  propose,  what  I  think  fit  in  this 
case  fnr  us  laiques  and  secular  persons  to  do. 
Not  that  I  will  make  my  opinion  any  rule  to 
•  others  when  any  better  expedient  shall  be 
offered,  but  that  I  would  be  glad  we  considered 
hereof,  as  the  greatest  aflEair  that  doth  or  may 
concern  us.  For  if  in  all  human  actions  it  be 
hard  to  find  that  medium  or  even  temper  which 
may  keep  us  from  declining  into  extremes,  it 
will  h^  much  more  dilhcult  in  religious  worship ; 
both  as  the  path  is  supposed  narrower,  and  the 
precipices  more  dangerous  on  every  side.  And 
Decause  each  man  »  created  by  God  a  free 
citizen  of  tlie  worid,  and  obliged  to  nothing  so 
mttch  as  the  in^iry  of  those  means  by  which 
he  may  attain  lus  everlasting  happiness,  it  will 
be  fit  to  examine  to  whose  tuition  and  conduct 
be  comnut  himtel£    For  as  several  teachers. 


(a)  Lord  Herbert  has  not  given  us  the  name 
of  tnis  speaker.    Hall  says,  he  vr^  a 


of  Or«/s*inn. 


w^^agentle- 


not  only  diffsrmg  in  language,  habit,  and  < 
mony,  or  at  least  in  some  of  these,  bat  pevenip* 
tjotf  and  opposite  m  their  doctrines,  present 
th^selves,  much  cireumspection  must  be  used. 
Here  then  taking  his  prospect,  he  dmll  find 
these  guides  directing  hnn  to  several  ways^ 
whereof  the  Ist  yet  extends  no  further  than  to 
the  laws  and  religions  of  each  man's  native  soil 
or  diocese,  without  passing  those  bounds.  The 
2nd,  rc^iching  muca  forttiet,  branches  itself 
into  that  diversity  of  religions  and  philosophies, 
that  not  only  are,  but  have  been  extant-  ki 
former  times,  untH  he  be  able  to  detenniae 
which  is  best.  But  in  ckhor  of  these,  no  Httle 
difiiculties  will  occur.  For,  if  each  inan  onjght 
to  be  secure  of  all  that  is  taught  at  home,  with- 
out enquiring  further,  how  can  he  answer  his 
conscience?:  When  looking  abroad,  the  terron 
of  everlasting  damnation  shall  be  denounced  on 
him, ,  by  the  several  hierarchies  and  visible 
churches  of  the  world,  if  he  believe  any  doc- 
trine but  theirs.  And  that,  amongst  these 
again,  such  able  and  understanding  neisons 
may  be  found,  as  in  all  other  affairs  will  equal 
his'  teachers.  Will  it  be  fit  that  he  beheve 
God  hath  inspired  his  own  church  and  religion 
only,  and  deserted  the  rest;  when  yet  man- 
kind is  so  much  of  one  ofi^ring,  that  it  hath 
not  only  the  same  *  Pater  communis'  in  God, 
but  is  come  idl  from  the  same  carnal  ancestors  ^ 
^hall  each  man,  without  more  examination,' 
believe  his  priests  in  wliat  religion  soe\'er;  and 
when  he  hnth  done,  call  their  doctrine  his  ^ 
faith  ?  On  the  other  side,  if  he  must  ai^oo ' 
controversies  before  he  can  be  satisfied,  how 
much  leisure  must  he  obtain  ?  How  nmc)^ 
wealth  and  substance  must  he  consume  ?  How 
many  languages  must  ho  learn?  And  how 
many  authors  must  he  read?  How  many 
ages  nrast  he  look  into?  How  many  faiths 
must  he  examme  ?  How  many  expositions  must 
he  confer,  and  how  many  contradictions  recon- 
cile? How  many  countries  must  he  wander 
into,  and  how  many  dangers  must  he  nm? 
Briefly,  would  not  our  lite  on  tliese  terms  be  a 
perpetual  peregrination  ;  while  each  man  post- 
ed mto  the  other's  country  to  Icam  the  way  to 
heaven,  without  yet  that  he  could  say  at  last 
he  had  known  or  tried  all  ?  What  remains  thei^ 
to  be  done  ?  Must  he  take  all  that  each  priest,  v^ 
upon  pretence  of  inspiration,  would  teach  him,  ' 
because  it  might  be  so ;  or,  may  he  leave  all 
because 'it  might  be  otherwise  ?  Certainly,  to 
embrace  i^ll  religions,  according  to  their  Viwrioui^ 
and  repugnant  rites,  tenets,  traditions,  and 
faiths,  IS  mipossible,  when  yet  in  one  age  i| 
were  not  possible,  after  incredible  pains  and 
cxpences,  to  learn  out  and  number  tnera.  On 
the  other  side,  to  reject  all  religions  indijw 
ferently  ^  as  impious,  there  being  no  nation 
that  in  some  kind  or  other  doth  not  worsliip 
God ;  so  that  there  will  be  a  necessity  to  dis- 
tinguish. Not  yet  that  any  man  will  be  able, 
upon  comparison,  to  discern  which  is  the  per-i 
fectest,  among  the  many  professed  in  the  whole 
workl ;  each  of  them  bemg  of  that  large  extent, 
tha^  no  i«aa*8  uadefstandoig  will  servo  to  eom^ 
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^r^bend  it  in  its  uttermost  latitude  tod  si^ni- 
dcfttioA.  But,  at  least,  t\xaX  every  man  might 
vindieate  and  sever  in  his  particulur  religion, 
the  more  essential  and  demonstratiTe  parts 
from  the  rest,  tvitbout  being  mored  so  much 
at  the  threats  and  promises  o£  any  otW  rcU- 
^on  that  would  make  him  obnoxious,  as  to  de- 
part from  ^this  wajr :  there  being  no  ordinary 
i^thod  so  intelli^ble,  ready,  and  compen- 
-dious,  for  conducting  each  man  to  his  desin^d 
end.  Having  thus  ^refore  re^ollecepd  him- 
self, and  together  implored  the  assistance  of 
that  supreme  God  wlK)m  ail  nations  acknow* 
ledge,  he  must  labour  in  the  next  place  tp  find 
out  what  inward  means  his  Providence  hatli 
delirered,  to  discern  the  true  not  only  from  the 
iUse,  but  even,  from  the  likely  and  possil)le; 
each  of  them  remiiring  a  peculiar  scrutiny  and 
consideration.  Neither  shall  he  fly  tlius  to  par- 
ticular reason,  which  may  soon  lead  hiin  to 
beresy ;  but  after  a  due  separation  of  the  more 
iioubtfik  and  controverted  parts,  shall  hold 
Ivmoself  to  common,  authentic,  and  universal 

'  truths,  and  consequently  inform  hknself|  what 
in  the  several  articles  proposed  to  him  is  so 
taught,:  as  it  is  ^rst  written  in  tlie  heart,  and  to- 
gether delivered  in  all  the  laws  and  religions 
he  can  hear  of  in  the  whole  world  :  this  cer- 
tainly can  never  deceive  him ;  since  therein  he 
shall  fiud  out  how  far  the  impressions  of  God*s 

I  wisdom  and  goodness  are  extant  in  all  man- 
kind, and  to  what  degrees  his  universal  Provi- 
dence hath  dilated  itself;  while  thus  ascending 
to  God  by  the  same  steps  he  descends  to  us, 
.  he  caimol  fail  to  encounter  the  di\'ine  majesty. 
Neither  ought  it  to  trouble  him  if  he  find  these 
truths  variously  complicated  with  difficulties 
or  errors;  since^  without  insisting  on  more 
points  than  what  are  clearly  agreed  on  every 
side,  it  will  be  his  part  to  reduce  them  into 
method  and  order;  which  also  is  not  hard, 
they  being  but  few,  and  apt  fur  connection  : 
so  that  it  will  concern  our  several  teachers  to 
imitate  us  in  this  doctrine,  before  they  come 
to  any  particular  direction ;  lest  otherwise  they 
7^  do  like  those  who  would  persuade  us  to  re- 
iioance  day-light  to  study  only  by  their  candle. 
It  will  be  worth  the  labour,  assur(tdly,  to  en- 
quire how  fiir  these  universal  notions  will 
guide  us,  before  we  commit  ourselves  to  any 
of  their  abstruse  and  scholastic  mysteries,  or 
sopematurfd  and  private  revelation^.  Not  yet 
but  tkat  they  also  may  challenge  a  just  place 
in  our  beli^,  when  they  are  mlivered  upon 
warrantable  testimony;  but  that  they  cannot 
be  understood  as  so  mdiiferent  and  mfidlibie 
principles  for  the  instruction  of  all  mankind. — 
JThus,  among  many  supposed  inferior  and  ques- 
tionable deities,  worwipped  in'  the  4  quarters 
^f  the  world,  we  shall  find  one  diief  so  taught 
«s,  as  above  others  to  be  hi^y  re^rerenced. — 
Among  m^ny  rites^  ceremonies^  volumes,  &c. 
delivei-ed  us  as  instruments  or  parts  of  his  wor* 
y  fhip,  he  shall  find  virtue  so  emment,  as  it  alone 
concludes  and  sums  up  the  rest.  Insomuch 
$a  there  is  no  sacrament  which  is  not  finely 
^9obredint(>ic;  good  Ui^cbvi^^iatthtAaDd 


love  of  God,  being  such  necessary  and  essential  ' 
parts  of  religion,  that  all  the  rest  are  finally 
closed  and  determined  in  them. — ^Araong  tlio 
many  expiations,  lustrations,  and  mropitiations 
for  our  sms,  taught  in  the  several  qi^rters  of 
the  world  in  sundry  times,  we  shall  find  that 
none  doth  avail  vyithout  hearty  sorrow  for  our 
sins,  and  a  tru^  repenti^nce  towards  Grod, 
whpm  we  have  ofTenoed. — And  lastly,  amidst 
the  divers  places  and  manners  of  reward  and 
punishment,  which  former  ages  have  delivered, 
we  shall  find  God's  justice  and  mercy  not  sa 
limited,  but  that  he  can  extend  either  of  tbein 
even  beyond  death,  and  consequently  recom« 
pence  oir  chastise  eternally.  These,  therefore^ 
as  universal  and  undoubted  truths,  should,  in 
my  opinion,  be  first  received ;  they  will  at  least 
keep  us  from  impiety  and  atheism,  and  together 
lay  9  foundation  for  God's  service  and  tl»e  hopo 
of  a  better  life.  Besides,  it  will  reduce  men's 
minds  (torn  uncertain  and  controverted  points 
to  a  solid  practice  of  viitue ;  or  when  we  fall 
from  it,  to  an  unfeigned  repentance  and  purr 
pose  through  God's  grace  to  amend  our  sinful 
life ;  without  making  pardon  so  easy,  cheap,  or 
mercenary,  as  some  of  them  do.  Lastly,  it  will 
dispose  us  to  a  general  concord  and  peace; 
for  when  wq  are  agreed  conceniing  these  cternai 
causes  and  means  of  our  salvation^  why  should 
we  so  much  differ  for  the  rest  ?  Since  f^  these 
principles  exclude  nothing  of  faith  or  tradition, 
m  what  age  or  manner  soever  it  inter\'ened ;' 
each  natiofi  may  be  permitted  the  belief  of  anjr 
pious  miracle  that  conduccth  to  God's  glory  ; 
without  that,  on  this  occasion,  we  need  to 
scandalize  or  offend  each  other.  The  commoi^ 
truths  in  religion,  formerly  mentioned,  beiu^ 
firmer  bpnds  of  unjty,  than  that  any  tiling 
emergent  out  of  traditions,  whether  wntten  or 
unwritten,  should  dissolve  them.  Let  us  there- 
fore establish  and  fix  these  cathoUc  or  universal 
notions;  they  will  not  hinder  us  to  believe 
whatsoever  else  is  faithfully  taught  upon 
the  authority  of  the  church.  So  that  whethec 
the  eastern,  western,  northern,  or  southern 
teachers,  &c.  and  pardcularly  whether  mj 
lord  of  Rochester,  Luther,  Eocius,  Zuing- 
lius,  Erasmus,,  Melancthon,  kc.  be  in  the  rights 
we  Inicks  may  so  build  upon  these  catholic  and 
infallible  grounds  of  religion,  as  whatsoever 
superstructures  of  faith  be  raised,  these  founda^ 
tions  yet  may  support  them." 

Reformation  ok  foot. ^  This  speech  was  dif^ 
ferently  taken  also  by  those  who  were  still 
friends  or  enemies  \p  the  church  o(  Home* 
However,  the  majority  bein^  of  the  latter  opi^ 
nion,  a  lleformation  m  Religion  was  res^^lviMl 
upon,'as  fiiras  was  consistent  with  the  esta** 
blished  laws  of  the  kingdom.  These  things^ 
says  Hall,  against  the  power  of  the  Clei*gy,  be- 
fore this  time,  durst  i\ot  be  attempted  or  even 
talked  of,  unless  a  man  would  run  the  hazard 
of  being  judged  an  heretic,  and  lose  all  that 
he  had.  For.  as  the  bps.  were  always  dian^ 
cettors,  and  had  Uie  sole  rule  about  the  king, 
no  man  durst  presume  to  attempt  any  thing 
o^trary  tp  ti^a  wiUs  mul  w^v^ouage.    But 
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mom  an  act  was  made  to  settle  the  Fees  for  tlie  unseasonable  delay  of  sentence  herein  f 
Probats  of  Wills,  and  for  Mortuaries  More-  '  so  that  since  his  maj.  our  head,  and  by  coj>- 
©ver,  spiritual    persons  were  abridged   from  \  sequence  the  life  of  us  all,  and  we  m   his 


taking  of  farms,  and  irom  pluralities  of  livings, 
unless  they  were  qualified  by  certain  university 
degrees,  or  by  the  nobility,  to  whom  a  com- 
petent number  of  chaplains  were  assigned. 
&on-residence  also  then  very' usual,  was  for- 


words,  as  subject-members,  by  a  just  union 
annexed  to  tho  head,  have  with  great  earnest- 
ness prayed  your  holiness,  but  prayed  in  vain, 
we  are  *  by  the  greatness  of  our  grief,  forced 
separately  and  distinctly  by  these  our  letters. 


bidden,  except  in  some  cases ;   the  rest  ex-  ,  most  hiunbly  ta  intreat  your  speedy  detenni 
plained  and  interpreted.  I  nation  hereci^    I'he  justice  of  tne  cause  itself. 

The  King^s  Debts.]  There  was  another  bifl  approved  of  by  the  opinions  of  the  most 
Basscd  in  this  pari,  bearing  in  its  preamble  the  ,  learned  men  every  where,  and  determined  by 
nighest  flattery  of  the  great  things  the  king  had  j  the  decrees  of  the  most  famous  universities  in 


done  for  the  church  and  nation,  in  which  he 
)iad  been  at  vast  expences :  that  divers  of  his 
subjects  had  lent  great  sums  of  money,  which 
bad  been  all  well  employed  in  the  public  scr- 
Ticc;   and 'whereas  tne  lenders  had  security 


the  world,  and  esteemed  and  Judged  most 
righteous  by  all  persoo;^  either  in^  England, 
France  or  Italy,  who  are  most  eminent  for  their 
learning,  might  so  far  prevail,  aj  tiiat  your 
holiness,   though   no  body  in.treated  it,  nay. 


for  the  payment,  the  pari,  did  offer  all  these  J  though  some  oppo^d  it,  should  with  your  own 
sums,  so  lent  to  the  king,  and  discharged  him  voice  and  authority,  confirm  that  sentence 
of  all  the  obligations  or  assignments  made  for  i  which  has  so  universally  been  pronounced  just; 
their  payment,  and  of  all  suits  that  mi^ht  arise  especially  when  your  detenninittion  of  thi& 
thereupon. — ^To  qualify  this  proceeding,  the  I  caiise  is  a  piece  of*^ju.stice  done  to  that  king 
kin^  thought  fit  Ui  grant  a  free  pardon  to  his  !  and  kingaom,  which  upon  so  many  several 
subjects  for  all  offence^,  some  capital  ones  ex-  I  accounts  have  deserved  well  of  the  apostolical 
ceptcd.     And,  to  keep  the  Clergy  still  under    see.     Although  intreaties  to  you  herein  seeni 


the  rod,  all  transgressions  against  tlie  statute 
of  IVdcmunire,  &c.  were  excepted,  which  fell 
upon  them  severely  afterwanls. 

Letter  from  the  Pari,  to  the  Pope  in  favour 


not  to  he  necessary,  however  we  make  thcra,^ 
as  persons  overborn  with  troubles,  who  in- 
dulge their  grief,  and  frequently  pour  forth, 
repeated  and  unnecessary  prayers :  but  since 


of  Q.  Catherin^i  Divorce,]    Bp.  Burnet  ob-  !  your  holiness  is  not  to  be   prevailed   upon,. 


serves,  that  there  had  been  great  industry  used 
iq  managing  elections  for  this  pari. ;  and  they 
were  so  succcsiffol  irt  returning  such  members 
as  the  king  wanted,  that  he  was  resolved  to 
oontinue  thqm,  till  they  had  done  bis  work  ; 
both  in  the  affair  of  the  Divorce,  and  the  bu- 
siness of  the  Hefonuation.  Some  of  the  spiri- 
tuality also  ran  on  with  the  stream,  not  know- 
ing then  where  it  would  carry  them ;  a  plain 
ihstance  of  this  is  their  joining  with  the  tem- 
poral lords  and  commons,  in  a  Letter  or  De- 
claration to  the  Pope,  under  their  hands  and 
seab,  concerning  abuses  in  the  church.  It 
was  the  first  thing  they  went  upon,  at  their 
next  meeting  in  pari,  which  happened  accords 
ing  to  prorogation,  July  SO,  15S0.  The  Letter 
itself,  as  ti^ea  from  the  Records,  is  preserved 
by  lord  Herbert,  with  the  pope's  ^mwci^  to  it 
xnHhc  original  language.  Bishop  Kennet,  in 
bis  edition  of  that  book,  has  given  us  the  fol- 
lowing translation  of  them  : — 

*<  Most  blessed  father ;  although  the.  cause 
concerning  the  Marriage  of  the  mobt  invin- 
cible prince  our  sovereign  lord  the  king  of 
England  cmd  France,  does  for  sundry  great 
too  weighty  reasons  of  itself,  require  and  de- 
mand your  holiness'^  assistance,  that  it  may 
be  brought  to  that  speedy  end  and  detenni-> 
nation,  which  we  with  so  ^at  and  earnest 
desires  have  wished ;  and  with  so  very  great, 
dH>ug}i  very  vain  expectations,  have  long  look* 
cd  foir  from  your  holiness :  we  could  not  ne^ 
verthcless  prevail  with  ourselves  to  keep  si- 
lence herein  any  longer,  especially  since  our. 
kingdom  and  the  affiurs  thereof  suffer  so  much, 
^d  are^brou^  ioU>  so  gceat  dap^r  throu^ 


either  by  the  justice  of  the  cause,  the  remem-*. 
brauce  of  tlie  good  services  you  have  alwayl 
found,  or  by  the  earnest  and  continued  re*^ 
quests  of  the  best  of  princes,  to  do  that  which 
might  be  expected  from  ^'our  paternal  lov^ 
and  affection  alone,  our  gnef  is  by  the  reraem-> 
brance  of  our  miseries  and  calamities  increased 
to  that  immense  degree,  that  it  overspreads  the 
whole  body  of  the  realm,  and  ^vcs  a  voice  of 
complaint  to  each  member  of  it,  forcing  them 
bo^^h  by  their  words,  and  in  their  letters,  to  lay 
before  your  holiness  this  their  insupportable 
grievance.  For  how  great  a  misfortune  is  it, 
that  what  our  own  two  universities,  the  univer* 
sity  of  Paris,  as  well  as  many  others  in  France, 
what  almost  all  noen  of  learning,  knowledge 
and  integrity,  both  at  home  and  abroad  have 
determii^  and  affirmed  to  be  true,  and  the 
truth  of  which  they  are  ready  to  defend  apd 
support  both  in  their  discourses  and  writings ; 
yet  cannot  %  confirmation  of  this  so  universally 
acknowledged  truth,  be  obtained  from  the 
holy  apostolical  see  by  that  prince,  by  whose 
support  and  assistance  that  see  still  keeps  and 
preserves  its  authority,  which  has  been  shaken 
and  undermined  by  so  many,  and  so  powerful 
adversaries;  till  be  withstood  ai^d  opposed* 
their  designs  partiy  by  his  swords  partly  by  his< 
pen,  at  other  times  by  his  Goramand&  and  au* 
thority,  supportiog  that  power  and  anthority! 
of  the  chuncn  from  whence  others  are  enabled 
to  obtain  those  mighty  advantages  fo>m  whick 
he  now  finds  himself  only  excluded.  What 
answer  can  be  made  hereto  we  see  not ;  and 
yet  we  see  that  from  hence  a  flood  of  miseries, 
m  fioiung  in  upon  the.  Q0ou9oini'9«|Ub|.  ai^iv 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


fO^O        PAUL.  HISTORY,  ftl  HeirilY  Vm.  1530.^^^  QMteh  CaUtsrla^i  Divorce.       [Stt 


lort  of  deluce  of  calainides  dverwhelihine  us, 
Irom  the  disputes  about  succession;  wnicli 
ivill  soon  overtake  us  never  to  be  settled 
without  infinite  slaughter  and  effusion  of  bluod. 
We  now  have  a  kins  most  eminent  for  his  vir- 
tues, seated  upon  the  throne  of  his  ancestors, 
by  right  undoubted  and  unquestionable,  who 
would  entail  lasting  peace  and  uninterrupted 
tranquillity  on  his  realms,  ii'  he  leaves  a  son  to 
succeed  him  from  lawful  and  true  marriage ; 
nor  will  that  be  possible,  unless  your  holiue^ 
will  by  your  authority,  pronounce  the  same, 
lentence  concerning  his  former  marriase,  which 
so  many  teamed  men  have  already  delivered. 
But  if  your  holiness,  whom  we  justly  call  our 
fether,  sliall,  by  refusing  to  comply  herein, 
esteem  us  as  cast-a*ways,  and  resolved  to  leave 
us  orphans,  we  can  make  no  other  construction 
of  it,  but  that  the  care  of  ourselves  is  com- 
mitted to  our  own  hands,  and  that  we  are  leil 
to  seek  our  remedy  elsewhere.  But  that  we 
may  never  be  driven  to  tliese  extremities,  we 
beg  your  holiness  without  delay,  or  farther 
loss  of  time,  to  assist  these  his  maj/s  most 
just  and  reasonable  desires ;  we  most  earnestly 
intreat  a  confirmation  of  the  Judgment  of  these 
most  learned  men,  humbly  imploring,  that  for 
the  sake  of  that  mutual  love,  and  that  paternal 
affection  which  your  pastoral  ofhce  requires 
you  to  sliew  us,  not  to  shut  up  your  bowels  of 
pity  and  compassion  against  us,  your  most  du- 
tiful, most  loving,  most  obedient  sons.  The 
case  of  his  most  sacred  maj.  b  the  case  of  us 
bU  ;  since  the  head  cannot  sufier,  but  the 
members  must  bear  a  part ;  the  grief  arising 
herefrom,  and  the  injury  suffered  hereby,  does 
equally  affect  us,  who  bear  our  proportion  of 
all  his  maj.'s  afflictions ;  the  remedy  of  which, 
as  it  must  pi*ocecd  wholly  from  your  holiness's 
power,  so  is  it  a  duty^  necessarily  arising  from 
your  paternal  authority  and  affection :  which 
remeay,  if  your  hoUness  shall  refuse  or  delay 
to  grant,  our  condition  will  indeed  herein  be 
more  miserable,  that  so  long  we  have  fruitlessly 
and  in  vain  soi^ght  redress,  but  it  will  not  be 
wholly  desperate,  since  it  is  possible  to  find 
relief  some  otlier  way.  Desperate  remedies 
indeed  are  not  without  cxtremigr  to  be  ap- 
plied ;  but  he  that  is  sick  will  by  any  means 
get  rid  of  his  distemper :  in  the  cbanse  of  our 
miseries  there  is  some  comfort,  when  it  we  can- 
not obtain  perfect  relief^  yet  we  may  change 
our  condition  for  that  which  is  lets  afflicting, 
and  more  tolerable.  That  your  holiness  would 
be  pleased  to  take  these  tlimgs  into  your  most 
s^nous  consideration,  we  do  again  and  again 
beseech  you  for  our  lord  Jesus  Christ's  sake, 
whose  vicar  on  earth  you  stile  yourself;  and 
that  you  would  now  conform  your  actions  to 
that  title,  by  pronouncing  your  sentence  to 
the  glory  ana  praise  of  God,  and  thereby  giv- 
ing your  testimony  and  sanction  to  that  truth, 
which  has  been  examined,  approved,  and  after 
much  deliberation  coufir^i^d  by  Uie  most 
learned  men  of  all  nations.  In  tlie  mean  time 
we  will  beseech  God,  whom  we  infaUiUykuow 
to  be  truth,  that  he  wpuld  vouchsafe  so  to  in- 


form and  direct  your  holiness's  deliberations 
herein,  that  having  by  your  holiness's  author 
rity  a  confirmation  of  what  is  just,  rightaous  ^ 
and  true,  we  may  thereii^  rest  satisfied,  and  ba. 
free  fix)m  the  trouble  of  seeking  to  attain  chi« 
end  by  other  means."    Signed  by 

1.  Archbishops.  Wm.  Moun^oy 

Thomas  cardimd    of    Christopher  Conyei*. 

York  Henry  Daubenej 

Wm.  of  Canterbury..     T.  Darcy  o 

2.  Duka.  T.  Monteagle 

Thosi  of  Norfolk  Wm.  Sandys 

Charles  of  Suffolk  Jo.  Husex  . 

3.  Marquesses,  Andrew  Windsor  < 

T.  of  Dorset  7 i  Abbots, 

H.  of  Exeter  Jo.  of  Westminster    . 

4,  Earls,  Jo.ofBurySt.£dmund. 

Wm.  of  Arundel  Rich,  of  Gastonbuiy' 

Jo.  of  Oxford  William  of  Gloucester 

'  H.  of  Northumberland    Thomas  of  Abingdon.. 
Ralph  ofWestmore-    Hugh  of  Reading 

land  Edward  of  York 

George  of  Shrewsbury    Jo.  of  Peterborougb 
Henry  of  Essex  Jo.  of  Ramsey 

Edward  of  Derby  Jo.  of  Croyland 

H.  of  Worcester  Ro.  ofTliomey 

Thomas  of  Rutland  Ro.  of  Selby 
Henry  of  Cumberland  Ro.  of  Selby 
Robert  of  Sussex  Wm.  of  Bardncy 

George  of  Huntington    Wm.  of  St.  Bennet  dt 
G.  of  Kildare  Huhne 

5.  Bishops.  Thos.  of  St.  John  by 
Robert  of  Cirencester        Colchester 

John  of  Carlisle  •  Jo.  of  Hyde 

John  of  Lincoln  Clement  of  Evesham 

Richard  of  St.  David's    Richard  of  Malnubury 

6,  Barons,  Rd.  of  Winclielconb 
Henry  Montague            Robert  of  St.  Crux  of  . 
G.  Kochford  Waltham 

Wm.  Weston  Jo.,  of  Cirencester 

E.  Abergavenny  Henry  of  Tewksbury 

J.  Audley  8. .  Knights  and  DoC' 

Henry  Scroope  tors  in  Parliament. 

Thos.  Dacrcs  William  Fitzwilliama 

Thos.  La  Ware  Henry  Guildibrd 

Wm.  Dacre  Stephen  Gardinei? 

Thos.  Barklcy  Jo.  Gage 

Henry  Morley  William  Kingston 

George  Cubham  Bryan  Take 

Rich^  Latimer  Richard  Sacfaevereli 

Edward  Stourton  Richard  Sampson 

Jo.  Fitzwarren  Edward  Lee 

Jo.  Semers  Richard  Woolman 

Jo.  Lumlcy  Jo.  Bettat. 

To  which  Clement  returned  this  Answer. 
'^  To  our  venerable  brethren  the  abps.  and 
bps.  and  to  our  beloved  sons  tlie  abbots,  no** 
blemen,  dukes,  marquesses,  earls,  barons, 
knights  and  doctors  assembled  together  in 
parL  in  England:  Clement V'H. pope: 
'<  Venerable  brothers  and  beloved  sons,  health 
be  to  you,  and  apostolical  benediction.   There 
are  many  expressions  in  your  letter,  bearing 
date  July  13,  which  we  received  some  days 
a^o,  which  we  could  not  have  thought  well  o^^ 
did  we  not  wholly  impute  them  to  the  gi'ea^ 
duty  aii4  tender,  affection  which  you  bear  to  . 
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«ur  nost  dear  Mm  in  Christ  your  king.  Wc 
whtM  therefore,  without  tftking  those  tilings 
•miss,  sedately  answer  your  letter,  ttiat  you 
asay  thereto  learn  with  how  little  reaijon  ^ou 
hawt  couftf)huoed  of  as,  and  that  your  private 
duty  and  affection  to  your  king,  ought  not  to 
extend  so  fur,  as  to  justify  your  accasing  us  of 
rm>  grievous  ofieaces,  iagratitade  to  his  high- 
ness, and  denial  of  justice.  Wc  do  acknow- 
ledge that  your  king  has  deserved  ail  that  your 
letter  mentions ;  nay,  even  much  more,  that 
the  rememhrance  of  his  many  meritorious  ac- 
tions towards  the  apostolical  see,  will  not  only 
live  K^esh  in  our  memories,  but  be  transmitted 
down  to  latest  posterity.  -We  cannot  but 
own  likewise,  that  not  only  with  respect  to 
our  office-and  cbarader  in  the  d^jirch,  but  also 
in  our  own  private  person,  we  owe  so  mudi  to 
liis  highness  6  aifection,  as  we  shall  scarce  ever 
be  able  to  recmnpence.  As  to  what  relates  to 
the  controversy  concerning  the  marriage  be- 
tween his  highness  and  queen  Catherine,  we 
b<«re  been  so  far  from  di^appointia)^  the  king's 
expectation  therein  by  denying  lum  jusHce, 
that  we  have  even  laid  under  the  censure  of  the 
dther  paity,  and  have  been  thought  partial, 
and  Coo  much  inclined  to  favour  his  mi^est/s 
desires  herein.  Bat  to  g^lve  you  a  more  unde- 
niiible  proof  of  oar  constant  affection  to  your 
lung,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  what  has 
some^tiuie  since  passed:  when  first,  about  3 
jears  since,  his  maj/s  ambassadors  laid  tills 
cause  bclbre  us,  we  committed  it  to  the  deter- 
mination of  our  bdovcd  sons  Thos.  ahp.  of 
York  our  legate  in  England,  cardinal  Sancta; 
C^oilise,  and  Laurence  Cam(Sejus,  cardinal 
Sanctas  Mariid  tarans  Tihcrim  our  legate  de  la- 
tere, who  were  both  in  yoifir  kingdom,  and 
upon  the  spot  to  examine  intp  the  matter ; 
wberehy,  as  ^  as  we  arc  able,  we  satisfied 
his  hif^ness'  desires.  But  when  the  queen 
be^an  to  suspect  tliom  as  partial  judges,  and 
on  the  account  of  some  grievauocs  she  had  im- 
posed on  her  by  the  said  legates,  had  appealed 
from  tliem  to  tnc  apostolical  tribunal,  aiui  -had 
on  Iter  part  appointed  proctors  to  prosecute 
the  said  appeal  at  Rome,  even  then  our  great 
inclination  to  his^maj.'s  s^ervice  was  sufficient! v 
evidenced.  For  although  we  could  not  in  tlifs 
cause  deny  the  queen  a  commission  of  appeal, 
\et  seeking  ratiier  that  this  controversy  might 
be  finished  by  the  a^ccable  methods  of  peace 
and  concord,  than  by  course  of  law,  we  framed 
several  delays  in  granting  our  commission  of 
appeal  in  the  said  cause,  under  pretence  that 
^his  being  a  cause  of  Uie  highest  natiu-e,  must 
•tiierefore  be  brought  belbre  the  consistory. 
Alter  tlus  we  held  frequent  consulution  wiUi 
our  most  venerable  brethren  their  eminences 
the  cardinals,  whereby  this  affiiir  vm&  still 
fiuther  put  off;  till  at  length  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  all  the  cardinals  it  was  concluded,  that 
a  commission  pf  appeal  in  this  dause  could 
not  be  refused.  It  was  therefore  appointed  to 
be  examined,  heard,  and  in  the  saia. consistory 
by  tis  to  be  finally  determined.  Since  which 
uii  la»^  protor  has  appear^  ou  ^  king's 


part^  to  set  fbnli  his  naj.  prelensioas  either  m 
writing,  or  by  word  of  moath,  from  whence  it 
is  that  this  caose  could  not  receive  its  deter- 
mination.   Since  it  roost  be  decided  accordii^ 
CO  what  is  alledged,  and  by  witnesses  proved^ 
not  according  to  favour  and  afiectioiu    Them 
is  therefore  no  reason  why  this  deferring  our 
sentence  of  determinaitiony  of  which  you^^om- 
plain,  should  be  ascribed  to  us;   and  your 
complaint  herein  seems  to  us  the  more  strange, 
because  his  maj.  ambassadors  in  sevel-al  places, 
particularly  at  Bononia,  did  request  and  solicit 
this  delay  of  sentence  from  us,  contrary  to  tlie 
inclination  and  demand  of  vhe  queen's  proctof» 
herein.    Since  therefore  we  have  no  ways  hin- 
dered this  cause  fron  being  determined,  after 
mature  examination,  and  oue  consickradon  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  it,  we  see  not  on  what 
reasons  these  your  complaints  are  grounded; 
unless  you  will  venture  to  say,  that  the  ser- 
vices which  his  mij.  has  shewn  us  and  tbe 
apostolical  see  are  such,  that  the  cause  should 
be  determined  in  his  favour,  without  regard 
had  either  to  ri^t  or  jnsdce ;  for  that  must  be 
the  n^eaniag  of  your  words,  when  you  say  that 
sentence  ought  to  be  given  by  us,  though  no 
body  intreated  it,  nay,  though  some  opposed 
it  in  thb  case,  which  has  been  adjudged  just 
by  all  the  learned   in  England,  France  and 
Italy,  and  by  the  decrees  of  so  many  univer- 
sitiesf  wiuch  words  to  us  seon  not  to  proceed 
firom  yotor  usual  prudence  and  modesty;  since 
we  see  not  with  what  reason  you  can  desire, 
that  we  should  in  a  cause  of  the  greatest  mo> 
ment  give  sentence,  though  none  intreated  it, 
nay,  though  some  opposed  it;  when  on  tho 
other  side  is  alledg<^  the'  gn^t  scandal  and 
offence  that  all  christians  would  take,  at  a 
sentence  of  Divorce  from  a  Marriage  which 
has  continued  so  many  years,  which  was  con- 
tracted by  dispensation  fix>m  tlie  holy  see,  at 
the  request   of   his  most  excellent  majesty 
Henry  VII.  and  the  most  catholic  king  Fer- 
dinand;  from    whence  the   <pieen  has  had 
so    many    children    bom,   and    still    has   a 
daughter  living;   contrary  to  the  opinion  oi* 
several  doctors    (which    you    urge  also    on 
your    behidf)    and    those    very  learned  and 
grave  men,  and  ywho  confirm  their  judgment 
both  by  the  laws  of  God,  and  by  arguments 
taken  not  only  from  the  Latins,  but  likewise 
derived  from  the  Jewish  law :  notwitiistandine 
all  which  we  kept  ourselves  unbiassed,  indined 
to  favour  neither  side,  but  to  hear  both,  look^ 
ing  on  this  most  extraordinary  cause,  not  only 
to  concern  the  whole  christian  world,  but  alio 
to  belong  to  all  posterity.    A^  for  the  opinions 
of  learned  men,  and  the  decrees  of  universities, 
which  you  tnetition,  few  of  tliem  have  come  to 
our  notice,  shewn  us  not  in  proper  form  by 
your  ambassaden,  nor  in  the  name  of  the 
king  exhibited';  «nd  those  were  but  bare  opiw 
oions  of  those  men,  alledging  no  reasons  tor 
their  determinations,  nor  ^pporting  them  bj 
ao^.  authority  from  scripture,  or  the  canott^, 
wmch  herein  ought  only  to  prevail.    Where- 
fore, lod^iMttd  thai  wt  ahoKM  n^y^  msd 
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withoot  due  consideratioo^  deternune  any  thmg 
herein  in  his  luaj/s  favour,  is  a  thing  neither 
righteous  in  itself,  nor  agreeable  to  vour  wi^ 
dom.  For  alt}jQu^h  we  owe  much  to  his 
highness,  yet  in  executing  judement  we  must 
necessarily  much  more  reaard  aim,  by  whom 
kings  reigu,  and  princes  decree  justice;  and 
fiirther,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  good  father, 'to  take 
cai-e  that  by  over  fondness  ii/c  Jo  not  too  much 
indulge  his  children :  bt^ides,  wc  sliould  not 
only  entangle  our  own,  but  also  his  highnesses 
conscience,  by  such  an  hasty  and  inconsiderate 
ceotence,  which,  if  thus  unduly  given,  would 
by  its  dangerous  eitample,  greatly  damage  the 
whole  christian  world.  As  for  that  deluge  of 
calamities,  which  you  fear  is  impending  over 
your  kiQ^jdom,  sure  it  were  mucn  more  to  be 
feared,  if  we  should  rashly  hasten  that  sen- 
.^.ence  which  ought  calmly  to  proceed  in  the 
straight  way  of  justice  and  reason;  thereby 
violating  bioth  our  own  duty,  and  departing 
from  tlie  rules  of  justice  through  too  great 
£iivour  and  affection  to  your  king.  You  can- 
not with  more  earnest  desire  wish  his  maj.  a 
son,  than  wfe  do,  and  tlmt  not  only  his  high- 
ness, but  all  christian  princes  had  sous  hke  so 
great  a  king,  the  inheriters  not  only  of  their 
realms,  but  of  such  princely  virtues ;  but  we 
are  not  in  the  stead  of  God,  that  we  can  give 
children.  As  to  what  you  say,  that  we  are 
unwilling  to  confirm,  by  our  authority,  a  truUi 
coQcexning  the  former  marriage,  wliich  by  so 
many  Icfvrned  men  in  the  kingdom  is  agreed 
.upon;  we  are  truly  willing  to  gratify  hisliigh- 
Jiess  in  all  things,  wherein  we  are  able  by  our 
autliority,  but  then  our  ability  cannot  extend 
to  those  things  which  will  destroy  that  autho- 
rity, as  it  would  if  we  should  judicially  give 
.sentence  contrary  to  the  due  course  of  law  hi 
any  tiling.  As  for  what  you  mention  in  tlie 
end  of  vour  letter,  that  unless  we  grant  your 
request  "herein,  you  shall  imagine  that  tlie  care 
of  yourselves  is  remitted  into  your  own  hands, 
.and  that  you  are  left  at  liberty  to  seek  remedy 
iiercin  elsewhere ;  this  is  a  resolution  neither 
wortliy  of  your  prudence,  nor  becoming  your 
.Christianity;  and  we  do  therefore  of  oui*  fa- 
therly love,  exhort  you  to  abstain  from  any 
such  rash  attempt:  though  it  would  be  no 
fault  of  tlie  physician,  if  the  patient  weary  of 
bis  distemper,  should  rashly  and  unadvisedly 
venture  upon  measures  destructive  to  hfs 
^.health:  we  indeed  never  denied  you  such 
remedies  as  might  with  Safety  be  given,  and 
with  advantage  received;  for  *  who  is  weak, 
and  I  am  not  weak;  who  is  offended,  and  I 
burn  not?  I  write  not  these  things  to  shame 
you,  but  as  my  beloved  sons  I  warn  you/ 
We  cannot  imagine  that  his  maj.  on  whose 
account  you  write,  can  approve  your  writing 
,  in  this  manner;  for  we  know,  and  are  so  hilly 
acquainted  with  his  honour  and  integrity,  tliat 
-  we  are  assured  he  would  not  accept  of  any 
tiling  that  is  unjust,  altliough  it  were  offered 
him  ; ,  and  although  your  intercession  is  in  all 
cases  of  great  power  and  prevalence  with  us, 
yet  is  our  love  and  affection  to  bis  hiahness 
Vol,  1. 


such,  as  to  need  neither  the  intreaty  nor  soli- 
Qittttion  of  any  persons  whatever  to  influence 
or  quicken  it;  and  as  we  never  remember  that 
his  highness  has  ever  yet  made  his  request  to 
us,  and  received  a  denial,  where  it  could  be 
granted  with  safety  to  our  own,  and  the  honoun  j 
of  the  apostolical  see;  so  we  ^hall  always  shew 
him  the  same  regard  and  good  will.  Labily, 
As  to  the  present  cause,  we  shall  give  no  hm- 
drance  or  delay  to  its  decision,  so  that  when 
it  is  ready  for  examination,  and  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  it  have  been  heard,  it  shall  be 
brought  to  a  speedy  detennination  and  final 
conclusion;  being  earnestly  desirous  to  free 
your  king  and  queen,  and  our  ownselves  from 
this  most  troublesome  alfair.  But  this  we 
must  desire  of  his  highness,  and  of  your  good- 
ness, that  you  would  not  require  more  from 
us,  by  reason  of  his  maj/s  great  descrvings  of 
us,  than  we  can  without  offending  God  per- 
form; and  then  you  may  :\ssure  yourselves  of 
all  the  good  offices  *wliich  can  be  expected 
from  us,  considering  the  i<erson  and  office  we 
bear,  and  the  justice  wc  are  indispensably 
bound  to  administer.  Given  at  st..  Peter's, 
Rome,  under  the  seal  of  the  fisherman^  Sept.  27, 

1530,  in  the  Jth  year  of  our  Pontificate.*' 
This  answer  had  very  litde   efTcct  on   tlie 

minds  of  those  who  were  before  rejflfv-ed  to 
abrogate  the  pope's  supremacy  in  England, 
and  strip  the  cnurch  of  its  ovei^rown  posses- 
sions. VVe  read  of  no  other  busmess  done  at 
this  session  than  the  writing  and  sending  the 
letter  to  the  pope;  and  it  was  not  till  Jan. 

1531,  that  any  statutes  were  made  for  die  ge- 
.neral  good  of  tlie  nation. 

t>cbate  on  the  JtCin^s  Pardon.]  On  the  6th 
of  which  month,  being  again  assembled,  the 
first  thing  we  tiud  was,  that  a  pardon  for  all 
spiritual  pei*sons,  signed  by  the  king's  own 
liand,  was  sent  to  the  lords,  who,  in  a  short 
time  after^  passed  the  bill,  and  sent  it  to  the 
commons.  When  it  was  read  in  that  house^ 
many  froward  persons,  says  Hall,  would  in  no 
wise  consent  to  vote  for  the  bill,  unless  that 
all  men  might  be  ii^cluded  in  the  pardon ;  ar- 
guing, tliat  every  man  who  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  cardinal  were  in  the  same  case- 
To  this  it  was  answered,  by  the  wiser  sort, 
that  tliey  would  not  compel  tlie  kirtg  to  give 
tliem  his  pardon ;  and  besides,  it  was  unchari- 
tably done  in  them  to  seek  to  hurt  the  clergy, 
and  do  themselves  no  good.  They  rather  ad- 
vised the  house  to  consent  to  the  bill,  and  af- 
terwards to  make  suit  to  the  king  for  their  par- 
don. But  this  was  not  agreed  to ;  and  it  was 
resolved  to  send  the  Speaker  to  the  king  in 
the  first  place,  before  they  would  pass  the  bill. 
Accortlingly,  sir  Tho.  Audley,  Speaker  of  the 
commons,  with  a  number  of  members  along 
with  him,  waited  on  his  maj.  and  declared  to 
him,  "  that  his  faithful  commons  sore  lament- 
ed and  bewailed  their  chance,  in  havmg  occa- 
sion to  think  or  imagine  themseh  es  out  of  his 
favour,  because  he  had  granted  his  most  gra- 
cious pardon  to  his  spiritual  subjects  on  the 
prasmunire,  and  not  to  them.   Wherefore  thev 
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mia,  and  Padua,  at  length.  These  are  some- 
what foreign  to  our  purpose;  we  sliall  tliere* 
fore  content  ourselves  with  obscnin^,  that  the 
question  put  to  these  learned  societies  x^as^ 
'*  whether  tlie  pope's  dispcnsatioib  for  a  bco-' 
ther's  marrying  a  brother^s  wife,  after  consum* 
mation  with  her  former  husband,  was  vaJid  or 
not?''  Which,  as  the  question  was  staud^ 
they  all  gave  in  the  negative.  These  deter* 
minations  being  ail  read  in  the  house,  thers 
were  produced  above  100  diflTcrent  books, 
wrote  by  foreign  civilians  and  divine^,  againbt 
the  lawfulness  of  the  marriage,  'llien  the 
chancellor  again  said,  "  now  you  of  this  corn- 
men  house  may  refiorte  in  your  countries  what 
you  have  scene  and  heard ;  and  then  all  nic^i 
shall  openly  perceyve  tlmt  the  kyng  hath  not 
attempted  this  matter  o(  wyll  or'  pleasure,  as 
some  straungers  reportc,  but  only  for  the  diir- 
char2;c  of  his  conscience,  and  suretie  of  the 
succession  of  his  reahne.  This  is  the  canse  of 
our  repay  re  hvtiier  to  you,  and  now  we  wyi 
departe.  — FoV  the  titicsj  of  the  acts  passed  m 
this  session,  see  the  List  at  the  end  of  this 
reign. 

The  Comwonx*  Jievtonstrance  against  thf. 
Clergi/.]  On  die  15th  of  Jan.  1532,  the  same 
pari,  sat  again:  and,  to  shew  what  effect  the 
pope's  an.su-cr  to  their  letter  hud  had  upon 
them,  the  first  thing  they  went  upon  in  this 
4th  session,  t^us  to  exhibit  a  complaint  in  the 
commons  against  the  Clergy,  in  regard  to  their 
Ordinaries ;  for  calling  men  liefore  them,  *  ex 
officio,'  and  charging  them  with  heresy,  with- 
out  producing  their  accusers.  Which  was  the 
more  grievous  to  the  public,  because  llic  party 
so  cited  must  either  abjure  or  be  burned  for 
an  heretic.  This  and  other  complaints  for  ex- 
actions done  by  the  Clergy  in  their  ecclesiasti- 
cal courts,  were  long  debated  inthe<M)iimions; 
at  last  it  was  concluded  and  resolved,  that  all 
these  grievances  should  be  put  in  writing,  and 
presented  to  the  king.  And  on  the  18th  of 
March,  the  Speaker,  accompanied  with  divers 
knights  of  shires  and  burgesses,  went  into  the 
king's  presence,  Hud  there  declared  to  him 
how  the  lairv*  w^s  son^  laid  on  by  the  cruel  de- 
meanor of  the  prelates  and  tlieir  oixlinaries, . 
who  spared  neither  their  bodies  nor  goods. 
Then  he  dcUvew^d  to  his  maj.  a  schedule  of 
their  grierances  in  writing:  and  humbly  be- 
seeched  him  to  take  such  order,  in  tlmt  case, 
as  to  his  most  hioh  v  isdom  seemed  most  con- 
venient. He  further  besought  the  king  to 
consider  what  fatisue,  charge,  and  cost  liis 
humble  subjects  of  the  lower  house  had  sus- 
tained, since  the  beginnini^of  this  purl.;  jmd 
that  it  would  please  hisinnj.  out  of  his  princ«'ly 
benignity,  to  dissolve  it,  that  his  subject*- 
mieht  retire  home  to  their  own  countries. 

When  the  khig  heard  their  Petitiorf,  he 
paused  a  while,  and  then  said,  "  It  is  not  tlio 
office  of  a  king,  who  is  a  judge,  to  be  too  easy . 
of  belief;  nor  have  I  yet,  nor  will  I  use  the 
same  ;  for  I  will  hear  the  party  nccused  «peak 
before  I  give  sentence.  Your  schedule  con- 
tains several  articles  of  great  and  weighty  mat- 


most  humbly  besought  his  maj.  out  of  his 
wonted  goodness  and  clemency,  to  include 
them  in  the  same  pardon."  l^c  king,  adds 
Hall,  wisely  answered,  *'  that  be  was  their 
prince  and  sovereign  lord,  and  that  they  ought 
not  to  restrain  him  of  his  liberty,  nor  to  com- 
pel him  to  shew  his  mercy ;  for  it  was  at  bis 
own  pleasure,  eitlier  to  use  the  extremity  of 
his  laws,  or  to  mitigate  and  pardon  the  same. 
Wherefore,  since  they  had  denied  to  consent 
to  tlie  pardon  of  the  spiritual  persons,  which, 
he  said,  he  might  give  witlM)ut  tlieir  consent, 
under  his  great  seal,  he  would  be  well  advised 
before  he  pardoned  them ;  Ix^causc  he  would 
not  have  it  look  as  if  he  was  compelled  to  do 
it."  Upon  tliis  resolute  answer,  tlic  commons 
departed.  Some  of  the  members  attributed 
.  this  usage  to  Thos.  Cromwell,  who  was  just 
then  tak6n  into  the  king's  favour,  and  said, 
that  he  had  disclosed  the  secrets  of  the  house. 
However,  the  kini^  did  not  suffer  them  to  con- 
tinue long  in  their  sorrow ;  for  soon  after,  oi' 
his  own  motion,  a  pardon  was  drawn  up,  and 
signed,  which  hi»maj.  sent  to  tlie  commons  by 
Christopher  Hales,  esq.  his  attorney  general, 
>fvhich  was  soon  assented  to  by  that  ^house. 
The  commons  returned  their  most  humble 
thanks;  <^  and  much  praised  his  maj. -s  judg- 
ment, in  that  he  had  clenied  a  pardon  to 'them 
when  they  had  unworthily  demanded  it,  and 
had  granted  it  when  he  perceived  tliey  were  so 
sorrowful  and  penitent. 

Proceedings  on  the  7>irorrr.]  Hall  further 
tells  us,  that  on  the  30th  oi  March,  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  a  committee  of  12  more  sp>- 
ritiial  and  temporal  lords,  went  to  the  com- 
mons, w  here  the  lord  chancellor  spoke  to  them 
to  this  effect:  **  Ytm  of  this  worshipful  house;' 
1  am  sure  you  be  not  so  ignorant  but  you  know 
well  that  the  kyng  our  soverai^n  lorde  hath 
maricd  his  brother*^s  wyfc ;  for  she  was  both 
wedded  and  bedded  with  his  brother,  prince 
i\rthur,  and  therefore  you  may  surely  say  that 
he  hath  maried  his  brother's  wyfe,  it  this  ma- 
ringe  be  i^ood,  as  so  many  clfrkes  do  doubt. 
Wiiercfore  the  kyng,  like  a  virtuous  prince, 
wilUng  tp  be  satisfied  in  his  conscience,  and 
also  for  the  suretie  of  his  realme,  hath  "with 
great  deliberation  consulted  with  great  clerkes, 
anil  hatli  sent  mv  lord  of  London,  here  pre- 
hcnt,  to  the  cheifc  universities  of  all  Christen- 
dome,  to  know  their  opinion  and  judgment  in 
that  behalf.  And  although  the  universities  of 
Cambrygc  and  Oxforde  had  been  sufficient  to 
discusse  the  cause,  yet,  because  they  be  in  his 
realme,  and  to  avoyde  all  suspicion  ot  partiality, 
he  hath  sent  into  the  realme  of  France,  Italy, 
the  pope's  dominions,  and  Venetians,  to  know 
their  judgment  in  that  behalf;  which  have 
concluded,  written,  and  sealed  their  dctenni- 
nations,  aceoidyng  as  ycm  shall  heare  red." — 
Then  sir  Brjan  Tuke  took  oat  of  a  box  13 
writings  setded,  and  read  them  before  the 
house,  as  they  were  translated  into  the  Eng- 
lish tongue.  Next  follows,  in  Hall,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  foreign  universities;  which  were 
those  of  Palis,  Orleans,  Anjou,  Ikuges,  Bono- 
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tbev  had  brought  on  themselves  by  blindness 
and  obstinacj. 

About  this  time  the  pari,  was  pYt)rogued  r6 
the  10th  of  April ;  and»  being  once  more  met, 
the  lord  chano.  wi^h  ttie  dukes  r>f  Nortbllc  and 
Suflfolk,  the  carls  of  Arundel,  Oxford,  North- 
umberian'di  Wiltshire  and  Sussex,  were  sent  by 
the  Lords  to  the  Commons ;  when,  being  sac 
down,  the  lord  chanc.  declared  to  them^ 
^'  That  the  king  had  be^ii  informed  by  his 
council,  and  especially  by  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
that  on  the  marches  between  Kngiand  and 
Scotland  were  very  few  towns  or  nabitntioiLH 
on  the  English  sifle,  btit  on  Uie  other  many ; 
so  that  the  Scots  inhai»itcd  up  to  the  very 
borders:  for  which  reason  they  invaded  Ku^-* 
hind  several  times,  and  did  the  king's  subjects 
much  hurt  and  displeasure..  That,  in  order  to 
remedy  this,  his  ni^j.  intended  to  build  viJlus;es 
and  houses  on  this  side ;  and  al^  to  renew 
several  piles  and  stops  to  hinder  tliebo  jnva« 
sions,  to  the  great  oouvcnienco  of  all  the  inha* 
bitants  thereabouts.  But,  as  tins  thip^  could 
not  be  d«no  without  much  expcnoe,  the  lords, 
considering  the  king's  good  intent  in  it,  had 
agreed  to  allow  some  reasonable  aid  towards 
it,  and  prnyed  the  commons  to  consult  about 
tfie  same."  Which  said,  tliey  all  withdrew. 
The  commons  took  this  aHair  into  con>idcra«> 
tion,  and  unanimously  voted  the  kiiu;  a  15tli, 
to  support  thecxponcc)  but  it  was  not  ^n^ 
eluded  tl)is  session :  for,  says  Hall,  a  plt^ue 
suddenly  breaking  out  at  Westminster,  tii% 
pari,  was  prorogued  to  the  next  year. 

In  Apnl  t53iiy  the  same  pari,  met  again, 
when  tlio  afiuir  of  the  Divorce  began  now 
again  to  he  canvassed.  The  already  repiidio 
ated  queen  wanted  not  tlM>so  wtio  defended 
her  cause  publicly,  both  in  books  and  sermons; 
the  chief  of  which  were  John  Fislier,  bp.  of 
R^hester,  and  Tho.  Abel,  her  chaplain.  Tim 
pope  had  also  made  his  last  attack  on  iienry's 
conscience,  by  a  mild  expostuUtiiig  letter, 
kindly  exhorting  him  to  put  away  AuQe  Boleyn, 
and  take  again  Catherine,  lus  liiwful  wlte. 
But  all  this  luul  no  effect  on  Henry,  who  being 
told  tluit  one  Temse,  a  member  of  the  house 
of  commons,  Imd  made  a  motion  tliis  session, 
'  thi^t  they  should  all  petition,  the  king  to  take 
his  queen  again  ;*  he  sent  fur  sir  Tho.  Audl^y^ 
their  Speaker,  and  talked  ta  him  to  this  etfect  > 
**  Tliathe  woiulered  anv  amongst  them  should 
meddle  in  businesses,  which  could  not  properly 
be  determined  in  their  house.  But  for  tins 
particular  it  concerned  liis  soul  so,  much,  thnc 
ue  noany  times  wished  the  marriage  bad  l>eei% 
good ;  yet,  since  the  doctors  of  tlie  universities 
had  generally  dechircd  it  unlawful^  he  could 
do  no  less  than  abstain  from  her  company. 
He  therefore  desired  them  to  take  this  as  tlic 
tme  reason,  without  imputing  it  to  any  wan- 
ton ttppetite:  since,  beini»  in  the  41st  year  of 
bis  age,  it  might  juslly  be  presumed  such  mo- 
tions were  not  so  strung  in  him  as  formerly^ 
That  they  might  the  bettor  miderstand  this,  he 
told  them  he  had  infonued'  himself  from  nU 


tecs ;  and,  as  I  perceive,  is  against  the  prelates 
and  spiritual  persons  of  our  realm.  This  thing 
yoo  desire  a  tvdress  of  and  reformation^  which 
despe  is  clean  contrary  to  the  hist  part  of  your 
petition;  for  there  you  require  to  Imve  the 
pari,  dissolved  and  to  depart  into  year  own 
countries;  and  yet  you  would  have  a  reform 
mation  of  your  grievances  with  all  diligence. 
Notwithstanding  your  fiuigue  and  charge  hath 
Veen  great  in  tarrying  here,  I  assume  you  mine 
hath  been  no  less  than  your*s ;  and  yet  all  the 
pains  I  take  for  your  welfare  is  to  me  a  plea* 
sore.  Tlierefore,  if  you  expect  any  benefit  in 
your  compiaintSp  you  must  stay  the  time  or  else 
depart  without  remedy.  I  much  commend 
you  that  you  will  not  contend  or  stand  in  strife 
with  the  Clergy,  who  are  your  christian  bre- 
thren ;  but  much  more  you  ought  not,  I  think, 
to  contend  with  me,  who  am  your  sovereign 
lord  and  kiug,  considering,  that  I  seek  peace 
and  quietness  of  you.  I  have  scot  to  you  a 
bill  converning  wards. and  primior  seisin,  in 
which  things  1  am  greatly  wronged ;  in  this  I 
have  offered  you  reaM>n,  as  I  think,  and  as  the 
lords  do  too,  for  they  have  passed  the  bill  and 
set  their  hands  to  it.  'Hierefore  I  do  assure 
you,  if  you  will  not  take  a  rejisonablc  thing 
when  it  is  ofllereil,  I  will  search  out  tin*  extrcs 
mity  of  tlie  law ;  and  then  will  I  nut  oJfer  you 
so  much  again."  , 

llie  reason  the  kin^  mentioned  the  matter 
in  tlic  conclusion  of  his  speech  to  them  was 
this :  it  was  tlien  become  a  custom  for  men  to 
make  feoffments  of  tlieir  lands  to  tlieir  uses ; 
and  in  tlieir  wills  to  settle  their  lands  with 
such  remainders,  tliat  nr»t  only  the  king  but  all 
otlicr  lords  lost  their  wards  marri:«;es,  and  re* 
liefe.  'I1ie  king  also  lost  his  phniier  seisin  and 
the  profit  of  the  liverv,  which  was  to  him  a 

great  loss.  ♦*  Wherefore,*'  says  Hall,  **  he 
ke  an  indiflerBnt  prince,  not  willuig  to  take 
all  nor  to  lose  all,  caused  a  bill  to  be  drawn 
by  his  learned  council^  in  which  it  was  devised, 
that  every  man  might  bequeath  half  his  land, 
so  that  he  let  the  other  half  go  to  the  heir  by 
descent.  When  this  bill  came  before  the 
commons,  the  ignorant  members  opposed  it 
mightily,,  and  spoke  very  disrespectfully  of  the 
king's  council  about  it:  but  the  wiser  sort, 
who  saw  and  understood  the  mischief  to  come, 
would  gladly  have  luid  the  bill  to  pass ;  or  at 
the  least,  to  have  tho  king  assured  of  a  4th 
part.  Which  oAbr,  Hall  says,  he  himself  was 
credibly  informed,  the  king  would  have  taken; 
hut  some  wilful  people  w(Mild  neither  aer<M>  to 
the  bill,  as  the  lords  Iwd  done,  nor  ta  any  rearr 
snnablc  qualitiontion  of  the  same.  This  tliey 
soon  after  mucli  repented  of;  tW  the  king 
called  together  the  judges  and  the  ablest  law- 
yers, aud  they  disputed  the  matter  in  chan-» 
eery,  and  agreed'  that  land  could  not  be  be- 
qui*athed  by  will,  by  the  custom  ot'  the  com- 
4noa  law.  Whereupon  an  act  was  made,  lliat 
no  man  might  bequeath  liis  land  or  any  part  of 
it.  Which  act  si^re  grieved  such  lonls  and 
g(*Qtlemeu  who-  had  many  children  to  provitle 


far;    «ud  shewed  ch^  stxnplo  wUftt  mischief  I  parts  qI'  Clu:iiteudom  concerning  so^aq^e  majr^ 
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liagcs ;  and  that,  eitcept  ia  Spain  and  Portw^ 
j^iil,  no  man  had  done  so  much  as  marry  two 
^stere,  if  the  firtt  was  carnally  known.  But, 
tor  a  brother  to  marry  a  brother's*  wife,  was  n 
thing  so  abhorred  amongst  all  nations,  that  he 
never  heard  that  any  christian  ever  did  so  but 
hin^self.  He  wished  tliem  therefore  to  believe, 
that  his  conscience  was  mach  troubled  about 
it." 

Some  time  after,  the  king  sent  for  the 
Speaker  again,  to  give  him  the  answer  which 
tlie  clergy  had  delivered  in,  relating  to  the 
complaints  tlie  commons  had  exhibited  a^inst 
them  in  the  last  session.  The  king  himself 
seemed  not  at  all  pleased  with  it ;  and  further 
told  them,  "  he  had  fomjd  that  the  clergy  of 
his  realm  were  bnt  his  hjdf  subjects,  or  scarce 
so  much  ;  every  bjf^  or  abbot,  at  tlie  entering 
into  his  dignity,  taking  an  oath  to  the  pope, 
derogatory  to  that  of  their  fidelity  to  the  king ; 
whidi  contradiction  he  desired  his  pari,  to 
consider  on,  and  take  it  away."  Whereupon, 
says  lord  Herbert,  these  two  oaths  being  read 
in  the  house,  and  considered,  they  so  handled 
the  business  then,  that  it  occasioned  a  final 
renunciation  of  the  pope's  supremacy  in  Eng- 
land, two  years  after. 

This  session  lasted  from  the  date  aforesaid 
to  May  the  15th,  at  which  time  the  pari,  was 
prorogued  again  ;  but  no  particular  time  was 
mentioned.  At  the  end  of  this  session,  sir  T. 
More,  lord  chanc.  resigned  the  seals,  and  was 
"  succeeded  by  sir  Thos.  Audley,  Speaker  of  the 
bouse  of  commons,  now  knighted  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  the  course  of  lord  Herbert's  history, 
we  meet  with  no  other  session  till  the  begin- 
ning of  1530,  when,  on  Feb.  the  4th,  the  same 
pari,  sat  again  and  made  several  statutes,  ft)r 
the  titles  of  which  we  ^efer  to  the  List  of  Acts. 
— ^This  pari,  did  so  coincide  with  the  king's  in- 
clinations, that  the  statute  to  prevent  appeals  to 
Rome,  was  made  with  an  intention  to  hnider 
oneen  Catherine  ftom  carrying  her  cause  into 
tnat  court.  And  the  princess  had  now  no  other 
way  left  but  to  rest  by  the  judgment  of  those, 
Who  were  too  much  influenced  by  the  king,  or 
were  her  own  mortal  enemies.  Accordingty,  the 
queen  being  cited  to  appear  before  Cranmer, 
then  abp.  of  Canterbury,  and  other  delegates, 
at  Dunstable ;  and  she  not  obeying  the  sum- 
mons, the  ahp.  pronounced  hercontjumacioos,' 
and  proceeded  to  give  sentence  against  her ; 
which  was  ah  absolute  sepimuion,  *  a  mensa  et 
thoro,'  for  ever.  This  afRetir  w^-  pushed  fhe 
faster  for  a  very  good  reason,  as  lord  Herbert 
observes,  because  the  pregnancy  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Boleyn,  whom  Henry  had  privately  married, 
became  so  apparent,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
make  an  open  declaration  of  it ;  and  Ann  was 
publicly  crowned  queen  of  England,  with  the 
nsual  ceremonies."  The  time  of  tliis  liftt  ses- 
sion of  pari,  was  from  Feb.  4th  to  April-f  th; 
when  it  was  then  again  prorogued  to  the  year 
following.  And  now  the  JournalA  begin  also 
again,  so  that  the  substance  of  what  we  shall 
give,  relating  to  the  farther  proceedings  of  this 
furl,  is  chiefly  taken  from  that  authority,  n 


The  nevt-Mssioii  began  <m  the  15tli  ef  Jki- 
1534.  The  businesa  of  the  first  day  was  takes  ' 
up  in  reading  appointments  of  proxies  (or  the 
absent  lords ;  and  an  ac^oiimment  took  p)ac6 
till  the  17th.  On  which  day,  cdmplaint  being 
made  to  the  house,  that  several  wicked  factii 
had  bdcn  committed,  every  way  Worthy  ot 
death,  but  by  the  laws  then  in  being,  as  the 
judees  declared,  were  not  punishable  as  they 
ou^  to  be ;  k  was  thou|;ht  proper  to  ordain, 
that  whatever  person,  gailty  of ''such  wicked- 
ness, idioukl  endeavour  to  skrcen  hims^f  from' 
justice,  by  betaking  hnnself  to  some  couse« 
crated  place  or  sanctuary,  he  should  lose  the 
benefit  of  the  church's  protection :  and,  Uwt 
all  persons  found  guilty  ot  sodomitical  prac^ces 
should  sufier  death  tor  them.  Which  crimes 
were  remitted  by  the  house  to  the  considera- . 
tion  of  the  judges,  and  they  were  ordered  to 
draw  up  two  bills  tor  that  purpose. 

An  atlront,  oi"  a  very  singular  kind,  was  of- 
fered by  the  commons  agamst  the  bp.  of  Lon* 
don  this  se«>sion.  Complaint  being  made  by 
them  to  the  lords,  tliat  tlie  bp.  had  a  long 
time  imprisoned  one  Ihos.  Philips,  on  8(iS|)icioii 
of  heresy,  the  lords  dismissed  ttie  complamt,  as 
a  business  too  frivolous  for  tliat  court.  But 
the  said  bp.  ot*  London  wasi  a;;aiu  required,  by 
the  commons,  to  answer  to  the  complaint  in 
writing;  whereupon  he  acquainted  the  Lords, 
that  he  mi^^ht  have  their  opinion;  and  they 
all  agreed,  '•  That  it  was  not  a  tbing  fit  for  a 
peer  to  answer  to  in  sucl»  a  place." 

The  King's  Man  iage  declared  void.^  Many 
were  the  acts  passed  in  this  session,  as  will  ap- 
pear b^  the  list  of  them  given  at  the  end  of. 
thife  reii^n.  "  Amon^r  others,"  says  lord  Her- 
bert, *♦  It  was  enacted,  upon  the  suit  of  the 
pari,  to  the  king,  for  the  establishing  of  tho 
Succession  to  the  Crown,  the  uncertainty 
whereof  hath  caused  heretofore  much  division 
and  bloodshed  in  this  reahn.  That  the  king's 
nfiarriage  with  the  lady  Katherinc,  wife,  and 
carnally  known  to  his  brother  prince  Arthar,' 
As  was  lawfully  proved  before  Tliomas  abp.  of 
Canterbury,  as  contrary  to  God's  law,  shall  hfe 
held  void,  and  she  stUed  no  mor^  quocn,  but 
dowager  to  prince  Arthur ;  and  the  matrimony 
with  queen  Ann  shall  be  taken  for  firm  and 
gOod,  and  the  issue  thence  procreate  be  ac- 
counted lawfid ;  the  inheritance  of  the  crown' 
to  belong  to  the  same  in  manner  following, 
vi2.  first  to  the  eldest  son  i)egotten  by  tlie  kinff 
on  queen  Anne,  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  said 
son  lawfiiUy  begotten  ;  and  for  default  of  such 
heir,  then  to  the  second  son,  6cc.  and  if  queen 
Ann  decease  without  issue  male,  then  the 
crown  to  descend  to  the  son  and  heir  of  tho 
king's  body  lawfully  begotten,  and  the  heirs  of  ^ 
the  said  son  lawfiiUy  begotten  ;  and  for  a  de« 
fault  o{  such  iisue^  to  me  second  son  in  like 
manner;  ^c.  And  for  default  of  sons,  that 
then  the  crown  shall  belong  to  the  issue  feonl^ 
of  the  king  by  queen  Anne  ;  and  first  to  the  ' 
first  begotten  the  princess  Elizabeth^  and  to' 
tlie  heirs  of  her  body  lawfiiUy  begotten ;  afid 
forde&ttltof  &uchis»ucy  then  to  thesec^iuif 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


ptq     PARL.  HISTCmY,  «5  HfiHRy  Vni.  t5S4.'^Afair  qf  the  Jloly  Jf«W  of  Kent     [5« 


4aag|iCer  in  like  sort,  &c.  and  for  defi»61t  of 
•Li  such  issue,  to  the  right  hein  of  the  kiog's 
iughness.  It  was  ordained,  that  this. act  shall 
pe  proclaimed  before  May  neit  throughout  the 
kingdom.  And  all  persons  of  age  shall  swear 
to  accept  and  maintain  the  same.  Tbev  who 
refuse  the  oath  standing  guilty  of  misprision  of 
fcigh  treason;  and  they  «?l;o  speak  or  write 
against  the  marriage  or  succession  here  esta- 
):Mbhed,  to  bo  adjudged  traitors.  Besides  all 
tliis,  the  present  statute  expressed  certain  de- 
gree^f  prohibited  marriage ;  amongst  nhich, 
that  between  the  brother  and  brother's  wife 
yna  one,  which  bein?  against  God's  laws  could 

Sot  be  dispensed  with  by  man,  and  therefore 
o  such  marriages  shall  hereafter  be  made ; 
and  those  that  arc  made'  already  shall  be  by 
the  ordinary  dissolved,  and  those  that  are  al- 
ready so  ifissolved,  shall  be  esteemed  justly 
knd  lawfully  dissolved,  and  the  issue  thence 
proceeding  illegitimate." 

Bp,  FUhei^M  l^mdication  of  him$elf  in  reUt" 
tion  to  the  Holy  Maid  of  Kent.]  Besides  the 
acts  mentioned  by  lord  Herbert,  to  hare  been 
passed  this  session,  there  was  another  for  at- 
tainting bp.  Fisher  and  sir  Thos.  More  in- 
tended, tor  holding  some  correspondence  with 
the  Holy  Maid  of  Kent.  But  there  appearing 
ho  malignity  in  this  commerce,  the  king,  on 
their"  humble  subnussion,  prevented  the  bill 
from  passing.  Fisher^  Letter  to  the  house  of 
lords,  on  this  occasion,  as  given  in  Collier's 
History,  is  so  singular  as  to  merit  a  place  in 
this  work. 

"  My  lords^-Hifter  my  roost  humble  com- 
inendations  unto  all  your  good  lordships,  that 
sit  in  tliis  most  high  court  of  pari. ;  I  oescech 
in  like  manner  to  hear  and  to  tender  this  my 
suit,  which  by  necessity  I  am  now  driven  to 
tnake  unto  all  your  lordships  in  writing ;  be> 
6au8e  I  ma?  not  by  reason  of  disease  and 
iveakness  at  this  time  be  present  myself  before 
you,  without  peril  of  destruction  of  my  body, 
as  heretofore  I  have  written  to  mr.  Cromwell; 
which  gave  me  rto  comfort  to  obtain  of  the 
king's  grace,  respite  for  my  absence  till  I  be 
Recovered.  If  I  might  have  been  present  my- 
self, I  doubt  not  bat  the  great  weakness  of  my 
body,  with  other  manifold  infirmities,  would 
^Bxe  moved  you  much  rather  to  have  pity  of 
tny  cause  and  matter ;  whereby  I  am  put  un- 
der this  gvievoos  trouble. — So  it  is,  my  good 
lords,  that  I  am  informed  of  a  certain  bill  that 
ifi  put  into  this  high  court  against  me  and 
others  concerning  the  matter  of  the  Nun  of 
Canterburv,  which  thing  is  to  me  no  little  hea- 
viness, and  most  specially  in  this  piteous  con- 
dition that  I  ani  in. — ^Nevertheless,  I  trust  in 
your  hononrs' wisdoms  and  consciences,  diat 
you  will  not  in  this  high  court,  suffer  any  act 
or  condemnation  to  ^ass  against  nie,  tifl  my 
cause  may  be  well  and  duly  heard.  And  there- 
fore in  my  most  'humble  wise,  I  beseech  all 
you  my  lords  in  the  way  of  charity,  and  for 
the  love  of  Christ ;  and  for  the  mean  season, 
ft  may  please  you  to  consider  that  I  sought 
<iot  {of  tb»  woman's,  coming  moo  mc  pnor 


thought  in  her  any  manner  of  deceit.  She  vn/i 
the  person  that  by  many  probable  and  likely 
conjectures,  I  then  reputea  to  be  right  honesty 
religious,  and  very  good  and  virtuous.  I  ve-  ' 
rily  supposed,  that  such  ferine  and  craft, 
coinpassmg  of  any  guile  or  fraud,  had  been  far 
from  her :  and  what  default  was  this  in  me  so 
to  think,  when  I  Itad  so  many  probable  testi^ 
monies  of  her  virtue;  1st,  the  bruit  of  the 
country,  which  g^ierally  called  her  the  Hoi j^ 
Maid ;  2nd,  her  entrance  into  religion  upoa 
certain  visions  which  was  commonly  said  that 
she  had ;  3rd,  for  the  good  religion  and  learn- 
ing that  was  thought  to  be  in  her  ghostly  (sb-^ 
ther,  and  in  other  virtuous  and  well  learoe4 
priests  that  then  testified  of  her  holiness,  as  it 
was  commonly  reported ;  finally,  my  lord  of 
Canterbury,  that  then  was  both  her  Ordinary 
and  a  man  reputed  of  hish  wisdom  and  learn- 
ing, told  me  tnat  she  Imd  many  groat  vision?. 
And  of  him  I  leam«i  greater  things  than  ever 
I  heard  of  the  nun  nersclf. — Your  wisdoms,  I 
doub^  not,  here  see  plainly  that  in  me  there 
was  no  default  to  believe  this  woman  to  be  ho- 
nest, religious,  and  of  good  credence. — For 
sith  then  I  am  bounden  ^  the  law  of  God,  to 
believe  the  best  of  e^'cry  persbn  until  the  con- 
trary be  proved,  moch  ratlier  I  ought  so  to  be- 
lieve of  this  woman  that  had  then  so  many 
probable  testimonies  of  her  goodness  and  vir- 
tue.— But  here  it  will  be  said,  that  she  toJd  me 
such  words  aS  was  to  the  peril  of  the  prince, 
and  of  the  realm.  Surely  I  am  right  sorry  to 
^lakc  any  rehearsal  of  her  words,  but  oidy  that 
necessity  so  compels  me  now  to  do. — The 
words  that  she  told  me  concerning  the  peril  of 
the  king's  highne^  wero  these :  she  said  that 
she  had  her  revelation  from  Grod,  that  if  the 
king  went  forth  witli  the  purpose  that  he  in* 
tended,  he  should  not  be  king  of  England  T* 
montbs  niter ;  and  she  told  me  also,  that  she 
had  been  with  the  king  and  shewed  unto  hia 
grace  the  same  revelation. — Tnough  this  was 
forged  by  her  or  any  other,  what  defieiult  is 
mine,  that  knew  nothing  of  that  forgery  ?  If  t 
had  given  her  any  counsel  to  the  forging  this 
revelation,  or  had  any  knowledge  th^  it  was 
feigned,  1  hatl  been  worthy  of  great  Uame  anc( 
punishment.  But  whereas  I  never  gave  her 
any  counsel  to  this  matter,  nor  knew  of  any 
foi;ging  or  feigning  thereof,  I  trust  \n  your  great 
wisdoms  that  you  will  not  think  any  default  id 
me  touching  this  point. — And  as  I  will  answer' 
before  the  throne  o(  Christ,  I  knew  not  of  any 
malice  or  evil  that  was  intended  by  her,  or  by 
any  other  cartlily  creature,  unto  the  king's 
highness  :  neither  h^r  wonls  did  so  sound  that 
by  any  temporal  or  worldly  power  such  thing 
was  intended,  but  only  by  the  power  of  God, 
of  whom,  as  she  tlien  said,  she  had  this  re\^ehi- 
tion  to  shew  unto  the  king. — ^But  here  it  will 
be  said,  that  I  should  have  shewed  the  wordf 
unto  the  king's  highness.  Verily  if  I  had  not 
undoubtedly  thought  that  she  had  shewed  tlie 
same  words  unto  his  grace,  my  doty  had  been  so 
to  have  done.  But  when  she  herself,  which 
pretended  to  have  thU  revelation  from  God, 
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bad  ihewcH  the  same ;  I  saw  no  necessity  wh j 
thai  I  should  renew  it  ftgain  to  his  aruce.    For 
ber  edteemed  honesty,  qoaltficd  as  I  said  hef(»rc 
with  so  ia:iny  probable  testimonies,  a&rming 
junto  incHhat  she  had  told  the  same  unto  the 
king,  mode  me  richt  assuredlv  to  think,  tlmt 
4he  hod  shewed  the  same  words  to  his  gt  ace.-r* 
And  not  only  her  own  saying  tlius  persuaded 
me,  but  her   prioress's  words  confirmed  th« 
«amc^  and  their  servants  also  reported  to  roy 
servants  that  she  had  been  with  tiie  kinj£.  And 
yet  besides  all  this,  I  knew  i|  not  lone  alter  by 
some  othei-s  that  so  it  was  indeed.    I  thoufjrh't 
therefore  that  it  was  not  i'or  roe  to  rehearse 
•the  nun's  words  to  the  kin^  ns^ain,  when  his 
grace  knew  them  already,  and  she  lierseh'  hud 
told   him   before.     And   surely   divers  other 
causes  dissuaded  mc  so  to  do,  which  are  not 
here  openly  to  he    rehearsed.    Nevertfieless 
when  they  shall  be  heard,  I   doubt  not  but 
tbcy  \vill  altogether  clearly  excuse  me  as  con- 
cerning this  matter. — My  suit  therefore  unto 
itll  you,  my  bonounible  lords,  at  this  time  is, 
that  no  aet  of  cmdcmnation  conceri^iiig  this 
natter  be  suflered  to  pass  against  me  in  tliis 
bigh  court  before  that  I  bo  heard,  or  else 
a*me  other  for  mc,  how  tliat  I  can  declare 
mystlf  to  be  guiltless  herein. — ^And  this  I  most 
Juimhly  beseech  you  all,  on  your  charitable 
goodnesses,  and  also,  if  that  pcradventure  in  the 
mean  time  there  shall  be  thought  any  negli<- 
gence  in  uie  for  not  revealing  tJiis  matter  unto 
the  king's  highness,  you,  fiir  the  punishment 
thcreotVwhich  is  now  past,  ordain  no  new  law ; 
liut  let  me  stand  unto  the  laws  which  have 
been  heretofore  made,  unto  the  wliich  I  must 
and  will  obey. — Beseeching  alw*ays  the  king's 
most  noble  grace,  tliat  the  same  liis  laws  may 
be  mtnistred  unto  me  with  favour  and  equity, 
«nd  not  with  the  strictest  rigour.     I  need  not 
here  to  advise  your  most  high  wisdoms  to  look 
up  to  God,  and  upon  your  own  souls  in  or* 
cbuiing  such  laws  lor  tlie  punishment  of  negli- 
gences, or  of  other  deeds  which  are  already 
past,  nor  yet  to  look  upon  your  own  perils 
which  may  happen  to  you  m  like  cases.     For 
there  sits  not  one  lord  here  but  the  same,  or 
other  like,  may  chance  unto  himself  that  now  is 
imputed  unto  roe.— ^nd  therefore  cftsoons  I  be* 
aeoch  all  your  benign  charities  to  tender  this  my 
Dtost  humble  suit  as  you  would  be  tendered  if 
you  were  in  the  same  danger  youi-selves:  and 
this  to  do  for  the  reverence  ol' Christ,  for  the 
discbarge  of  your  own  souls,  and  for  the  lio- 
nour  ot  this  most  high  court :  and,  finally,  for 
your  own  sureties,  and  others  tliat  hereafter 
•ball  succeed  vou.     For  1  verily  trust  in  AU 
nighty  God,  that  by  the  succour  of  his  grace, 
^ind  ymir  charitable  support:\tion9,  1  shall  so 
We^lare  myself,  that  every  nobleman  that  sits 
bore  shall  have  good  reason  to  be  therewith 
satisfied.     Thus  onr  Ijnrd  have  you  all,  this 
most   honourable  court,    in    his    protection. 
Araeai." 

This  session  continued  till  March  30th ;  on 
^hich  day  the  lord  chanc.  by  the  kind's  com- 
luuud)  oixit'reci  tbat  all  and  siinjgi;Uir  tUc  ^orcis 


spiritual  and  temporal,  in  their  parliament* 
robes,  togetlier  with  the  members  of  the  houam 
of  commons,  should  appear  at  the  same  phicej 
at  2  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon.  At  wliich  time, 
the  three  estates  of  the  realm  being  assembled, 
tlu^  king  on  the  throne,  the  iortis  by  name  in 
tlic  journal  being  seated  according  to  their 
ranks  and  dtgoitips,  and  the  wiiole  liouse  of 
commons  attending,  sir  Humphrey  WingHeld^ 
knt.  then  Speaker  of  that  bouse,  m:«de  an  ele*- 
gant  speech  to  tlie  king,  on  presenting  the 
bills  for  the  royal  assent,  which  was^indly 
and  graciously  accepted,  Sir  Tl>o.  jWdley, 
knt.  lord  chanc.  of  England,  by  the  king's  com- 
mand, returned  an  answer  to  it ;  and  gave  tliunks 
to  all  the  members  of  both  lK>u:>es,  tor  their 
great  care  and  conduct  in  making  so  many  ex- 
cellent laws ^  for  the  publipgiMKi.  Which  bills 
being  all  read  and  as>entcd  to,  tlte  dianccllrjr 
prorogued  the  pari,  to  the  3id  iiny  of  Feb. 
next  ensuing ;  on  which  day  he  said,  it  was 
the  kin*4's  absolute  command  ilutt  they  >lM)uld 
all,  without  further  notice,  attm^di — ^h^  clmn- 
ceUor  likewise  ,took  notice  of  ona  particular 
act  made  this  session,  concerning  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  Crown  on  the  king's  is^ue  by  Ann, 
his  present  queen,  as  the  principal  and  mo.st 
useful  of  them  all.  In  this  it  was  cnactedv 
amongst  otlier  matters,  That  all  and  singtilar 
person  or  persons  should  take  an  oath  to  do 
and  fidlil  every  ordinance  comprehended  iix 
the  said  act.  On  the  due  obser\-atit>n  of 
whidi,  he  added,  tiie  good  and  bnppinris  of 
this  kingdom  cliiefly  depended.  To  whit4i  enc| 
the  king,  by  his  letters  patents,  Imd  constituted 
and  appointed  the  sQi<l  lord  high  chancellor  ol^ 
England,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  Tho.  duke 
of  Norfolk,  lord  treasurer,  and  Charlt'S  duke 
of  Suffolk,  who  first  took  the  Oath  annexed  to 
the  Icttters  patent,  in  the  king's  presence,  to 
swear  all  the  rest  of  the  lorw  spiritual  and 
temporal,  with  the  members  of  the  house  of 
commons,  in  the  sataoe  manner,  as  appears  by 
a  transcript,  of  the  said  act,  to  which  all  the 
jurors  subscribed  their  names.  After  this,  the 
king  and  all  the  rest  retired. 

Henry  and  his  pari,  agreed  so  well  togetlicr 
in  every  tiling,  that  it  now  plainly  appears,  by 
these  frequent  and  aimual  prorogations,  that 
he  had  no  mind  to  part  with  thein,  till  the 
great-  work  of  Reformation,  which  he  had 
taken  in  hand,  was  accomplished.  Much  bad 
been  already  done  towards  it,  but  much  more 
remained  behind  to  ^,  However,  the  next 
session  of  this  pari,  gave  the  king  several  con-i 
vincing  proofs  of  their  great  steal  for  his  ser^ 
vice;  and,  as  lord  Herbert  obser\'cs,  the  sta- 
tutes then  enacted  were  so  important,  as  evi-i 
dently  to  shew  the  great  respect  and  awe 
borne  by  the  nation  to  their  kiiig.  The  Jour- 
nal Books  of  the  sessions  of  pnrL  in  tlic  'i6th 
and  97th  of  tliis  king,  being  lost  frpin  the  oft 
tire,  we  must  depend  upon  the  printed'  statutes 
and  histories  for  the  furtlier  proceeding;!  of 
this  pari,  to  its  dissolution. 

Act  of  Supremact/J]  According  to  the  ks^ 
prorogutiou^  tbejr met  a^iiu  oa  V^b,  ard»  X^i^ 
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nessi  only  for  his-  otm  time,  beidg  a  mortal 
man,  but  did  provide  for  it  in  all  time  to  come. 
Therefore  they  thought,  that  of  very  equity, 
reason,  and  good  conscience,  they  were  bouiul 
to  shew  a  like  correspondence  of  acal,  erati- 
titude,  and  kindness/^  In  rotnm  for  this,  a 
general  pardon  was  gnmtcd,  with  some  except 
tions ;  particularly  mentioning  bp.  Fisher  and 
Sir  Tho.  More. 

The  Uuer  Mona$terkt  iuppreued.]  Afber  a 
prorogation  of  14  montlis,  according  to  bp. 
Burnet,  from  the  KecoiVls,  the  same  pari,  met 
once  more  on  the  4  th  of  Feb.  1586.  A  great 
many  laws  relating  to  civil  concerns  were  now 
made,  as  will  be  seen  by  our  list  of  them. 
But  the  principal  act,  and  for  which  this  ses* 
sion  was  chiefly  called,  was  that  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  the  lesser  Monasteries.  How  this 
nill  went  through  the  two  liouses  we  cannoe 
learn  from  the  Journals,  for  they  are  lost.  But 
all  the  historians  of  these  times  tell  us,  that 
the  report  of.  these  monasteries  made  to  the 
king  was  read  in  pari,  which  represented  th« 
manners  of  these  houses  so  odiously,  that  the 
act  was  easily  carried.  The  preamble  to  this 
statute  mns  thus:  **  That  small  religious 
houses,  under  the  number  of  12  persons,  had 
been  long  and  notoriously  given  to  vicious  and 
abominable  practices,  and  did  much  consume 
and  waste  the  cliurches  lands,  and  other 
things  belonging  to  them,  lliat  for  about  200 
years,  there  had  been  many  visitations  for  re- 
fonning  these  abuses,  hut  with  no  success; 
their  vicious  living  daily  increasing;  so  that 
unless  small  houses  were  dissolved,  and  the  re- 
ligious put  into  greater  monasteries,  tliero 
could  be  no  Reformation  expected  in  that 
matter.  Whereupon  the  king  having  received 
a  full  infbnnation  of*thcse  abuses,  both  by  his 
visitors  and  other  credible  waVs,  and  consider-r 
ing  that  there  were  divers  great  monasteries, 
in  which  religi(m  was  well  kept  and  observed, 
which  had  not  the  full  number  that  tliey  might 
and  ought  to  receive,  had  made  a  fijll  declaru-r 
lion  of  the  premises  in  pari.  Whereupon  it 
was  enacted*  tliat  nil  such  houses  which  niii^hc 
spend  yeHfly  QOOi.  or  within  it,  should  be  sup» 
pressed,  iheir  revenues  converted  to  better 
uses,  and  I  hey  compelled  to  reform  tlieir 
lives.'' 

Bp.  Burnet,  to  whom  we  are  obliged  for  th« 
above  extract,  ^oes  on  and  tdls  us,  **  That  the 
reasons  pretended  for  dissolvhii^  these  hoases, 
were,  that  as  there  were  but  a  small  numlter 
rtf  persons  in  them,  tliry  entered  into  confe* 
dfrncies  toretiier,  and  their  poverty  set  them 
on  to  use  majiy  ill  arts  to  jn-ow  rich.  Hiev 
were,"  also,  olten  absent,  and  kept  no  mannor 
of  disciphno  in  their  liousos,  but  their  estates 
were  generally  niuch  richer  thian  they  seemed 
to  be;  for  the-  abbots,  raising  great  lines  out 
of  them,  held  the  leases  still  low,  and  by  that 
means  they  were  not  obliged  to  enten'ain  h 
greater  number  in  their  house;  and  so  enriched 
themselves  and  tlieir  brethrefi  by  the  fines. 
For  many  houses,  then  rented  at  2001.  were 
worth  some  thouumds.*'    These  weret  part  <#f 


by  the  statute  books;  but  Hall  and  lord  Hei^ 
bert  say  Nov.  8rd.  At  which  time  tlie  follow- 
ine  act  was  made :  "  chat  idbeit  the  king  was 
the  Supreme  Head  of  die  Church  in  Kngland, 
laid  so  recognised  by  -the  clergy  ol'  this  realm 
in  their  convocations,  yet  tor  more  corn)bora- 
tion  thereof,  as  also  for  extirpating  all  errors, 
heresies,  and  abuses  of  the  same;  it  was  enact- 
ed, that  the  king,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
kings  of  England,  should  be  accepted  and  re- 
puted the  supreme  head  on  earth  of  the  church 
of  England,  called  Fcclesia  Anglicans.  And 
have  and  enjoy,  united  and  aimexed  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  as  well  the  tiile 
and  style  thereof,  as  all  Ivonours,  dignities, 
pre-eminences,  Jurisdictions,  privileges,  autho- 
rities, inununiries,  proHts,  mid  commodities  to 
the  sajd  dignity  of  supreme  head  of  the  sanie 
church  belonging  or  appertaining.  And  that 
our  said  sovereign  lord,  his  heirs  and  succeb- 
•ors,  kings  of  this  reajin,  shall  have  full  yower 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  visit  and 
repress,  redress,  reform,  order,  correct,  re- 
strain, and  amend  all  such  errors,  heresies, 
ubiitK^s,  offences,  contempts,  and  enormities, 
whatsoever  they  be,which,by  any  manner  of  spi- 
ritual authority  orjurisdiction,ought  ormay  law- 
fully be  repre!»>ed,  reformed,  ordered,  redressed, 
corrected,  restrained,  or  amended  most  to  the 
pleasure  of  Almighty  God,  the  increase  of  vir- 
tue in  Christ's  religion,  and  for  the  con«er%a- 
tion  of  the  peace,  unity,  and  tranquillity  of 
thii)  realm,  any  usage,  custom,  foreign  laws, 
foreign  authority,  prescription,  or  any  thing 
or  tlnngs  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstand- 
ing.**— For  the  other  statutes  passed  iii  this 
ficasion  we  rcler  the  reader  to  tlie  list  at  the 
end  of  this  reign. 

If  we  may  credit  the  preamble  to  tlic  print- 
ed Statutes,  this  session  of  purl,  continued  sit- 
ting from  the  date  aljove  to  tlic  18th  of  Dec. 
following.  But  this  is  scarcely  probable ;  for 
we  find  that  tliey  met  once  more  by  proroga- 
tion on  the  4th  of  Feb.  in  the  l>eginning  of  the 
next  year;  wliich  is  hardly  time  enough  for 
some  of  the  more  distant  members  to  go  home 
and  return  again. 

A  Sttbtidi/.]  Bp.  Burnet,  from  the  Pari 
Rolls,  mentions  an  act  for  a  Subsidy  of  a  10th 
and  a  15th,  to  be  paid  in  3  years,  that  was 
passed  also  this  session  ;  no  grant  of  tliat  kind 
hanng  been  made  for  13  years  before.  The 
preamble  to  which  act  sets  out  the  king's  high 
wisdom  and  policy  in  most  glaring  colours.  Ic 
tells  us,  *'  that  he  governed  his  kingdom,  for 
S4  years,  in  great  wealth  and  quietness;  of  tlie 
sreut  charges  he  had  been  at  in  the  la^^t  war  with 
Scotland,  m  fortifying  Calais,  and  in  the  war 
witli  Ireland.  That  he  intended  to  bring  tliat 
wilful,  wild,  unreasonable,  and  savage  people 
to  order  and  obedience.  That  he  intended  to 
build  forts  on  the  marches  of  Scodand,  for  the 
security  of  this  nation ;  to  amend  the  haven  at 
Calais,  and  to  make  a  new  one  at  Dover.  By 
ftll  which,  tliey  did  perceire  the  entire  love 
'  and  zeal  which  the  king  bore  to  his  people ; 
Md  that  h^  sought  oot  Uteir  wealth  aad.iiuiet- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


sary 


TABL.  HISTORY^  98  Vtvsnr  VllL  i&37.-^^n  Moleyn  eiecuiedii 


t^ 


tbe  reasons  urged,  ki  pcirl.  for  p%$»uig  this 
billy  and  we  arc  ^rtlier  told  that  Stokesley, 
bp.  oi'  Loudou,  said,  in  the  houde  ot*  lords, 
^  That  these  Ifiss^r  houses  iver«,  a^  thorns, 
soon  pluckied^  up,  but  the  graat  abbi«^  wejcie 
Ukc  putri^ed  oid  oaks ;  yet,  they  must  needs 
follow,  as  others  would  do  in  Chnfetendom^ 
betbce  many  years  wcire  passed.'' 

By  another  act,  all  these  Reli^ous  Houses, 
iheir  ohunrhes,  lands,  and  sR  their  gpods  were 
given  to  the  king,  hb  h«ii*9  and  successors; 
together  with  all  other  houses,  which,  within 
a  year  before  the  making  of  the  act,  had  been 
dissolved  and  suppresses!  For  the  collecting 
the  revenues  that  belonged  to  them,  a  new 
court  was  erected,  called  the  Court  of  the 
iAugmentations  of  the  King's  KevenuCy  which 
was  to  consist  of  a  cliancellor,  a  treasurer,  bq 
mttorney^  and  solicitor;  with  10  auditors,  17 
Teccivevs,  a  clerk,  an  usher,  and  a  messengier. 
This  court  was  to  bring  in  the  revenues  of 
such  houses  as  were  now  dissolved,  excepting 
only  such  a*  tiie  king,  by  his  letters  patent, 
continued  in  their  former  state :  appointing  a 
seal  for  this  court,  with  full  power  and  autho> 
city  to  dispose  of  these  lands,  so  as  might  be 
most  for  the  king's  scnrvicc. — Thus  fell  tbe 
Lesser  Abbies  to  the  number  of  376,  the 
yearly  income  of  whicli  yielded  to  the  king 
about  ^  or  32,0001.;  besides  tlieir  goods  and 
chattels,  which  at  low  rates,  were  valued  at 
100,0001.;  and  the  number  of  monks  and 
nuns,  turned  out  of  them,  anK)unted  to  about 
10,000l.-«-On  the  4th  of  April,  tliis  pari,  which 
bad  now  subsisted  above  0  years,  and,  as  bp. 
fiumet  observes,  had  done  the  king  such  vcmi- 
n6nt  service,  was  finally  dissolved. 

J^i  Bok^n  eaeciUidJ]  Uenrv  had  now, 
alnu)3t«  an  unlimited  sway,  both  in  church 
and  state,  and  seemed,  m  his  domestic  at- 
fairs,  to  be  very  peaceable  and  content. 
His  new  c)ueen  was  fruilful^  and  likely  to  pro- 
(luce  iiur  issue  from  the  old  stock.  When,  all 
of  a  sudden,  she  was  accused  of  incest,  adul- 
tery, imd  what  not,  with  her  owji  broiher  and 
others  r  who  were  all  tried,  condemned  and , 
'  executed,  in  the  Tower,  on  May  19,  15S6. 

A  ncio  Pari,  calMJi  This  aiiiiir  quite  un- 
hinged all  the  acts  of  settlement  made  in  die 
last  pari; ;  and  Henry,  soon  after  the  dissolu- 
lion  of  the  last,  found  liimself  obliged  to  call 
anotlier  pari,  to  meet  at  Westminster,  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1^37.  Wc  shall  not  mention  the 
names  of  all  the  peers  summoned  to  tins 
pari,  but  the  maimer  and  rank  the  barons  sat 
4n  the  house,  b  preserved  by  Dugdale,  and 
deserves  a  place  in  our  history. 
^ame9  of  the  Baronx,  a&  theif  entered  and  sat 

in  the  Farl,  in  orders  ia  tfie  ^tk  of'  King 

Henry  VIIL 
J/l.Wm.  Weston  grand        nicrs  of  Hornby 

prior  of  st.  John's       John  lord  Zouch  ^ 
Geo,  lord  Bereavenny    TIk).  Id.  De  la  Ware 
John  lord  Audley  Tho.  Id.  Berkley 

William  Id.  IVloun^oy    Lord  Montat^uo 
Henry  Id.  D'Aobeny      Lord  Rochfbrd 
.C'bri#to|ph«r  lord  Co-    Ue&rjr  lord  Morle^ 


Ld.Pacresof  tlse  south 
lA.  Dae  res  of  Gray- 

stock 
Lord  Cobham 
Lord  Maltravers 
Lord  Talbot 
Lord  Walter  Ferrers 
Edward  Id.  Powis 
Lord  Gray  of  Wilton 
Lord  Scrope 
Lord  Dudley 
Lord  Latimer 
William  Id.  Stourton 
L^rd  Fit^Warine 
John  lord  Bemers 
Lord  Lumley 
George  Id.  Hastings 
Thpmas  Id.  Darcey  of 

Temple-Hurst 


Lord  i^Ionte^ 
Ld.VauxofHarradoun 
John  lord  Hussey  of 
^  Sleford 
Andrew  Id.  Windsor 

of  Stanwell 
Ld  Tailboys  of  Kyme 
Lord  Wentworth 
Ld.  Brough  of  Gains* 

borough 
Edmond  lord  Bray 
John  lord  Mordant 
Lord   Hungcrfbrd    of 

Heytesbury 
Thomas  Id.  Cromwell 
ofWimbleton.  Ad- 
mitted by  patent  the 
last  day  of  this  par- 
liament. 
The  ^Journal  Book  now  begins  again,  and  is 
very  particular  in  the  transactions  of  tins  pari.  ;^^^ 
\vhicb  bein^  met,  on  the  8th  of  Jime,^as  afore^.     ; 
said,  the  kmg  on  the  throne,  and  all  the  lords     i 
and  coinmons  attending,  sir  Tho.  Audley,  knt.     \ 
tlien  Id.'  chanc.  of  EngUnd,  opened  the  causi^ 
of  the  summons  in  a  speech  to  this  elTectt 
^'  First,  he  told  them,  that  at  the  dissolution 
o(  the  last  pari,  it  did  not  enter  into  the  king's    ! 
mind  that  he  should  so  soon  liave  occasion  to    : 
call  another ;  but,  tliat  for  two  especial  causes 
v^  necessary*,  botli  for  easing  the  king's  scrur 
pies  and  conducive  to  the  g<K>d  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  he  had  issued  fresh  snmmo|ns  for 
calhng  this  pari.    The  one  was  couoemiug  the 
heirs  and  successors  of  the  king^s  maj.  who 
knowing  himself  obnoxious  to  infirmities  and 
even  death  itself,  a  tiling  very  rare  for  kings  to 
think  of;  and  besides,  considering  the  state  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  depending  as  it  were, 
upon  his  single  life;    but  wilhhg,  above  all 
things,  to  leave  it  free  from  all  dangers  to 
posterity,  he  had  called  this  pari.  ^  appoint 
an  lifiir  apparent  to  the  crown,  who,  when  the 
present  kmg  had  resigned  to  fate  without  chilr 
dren  ln^whiUy  begotteii,  might  by  their  own 
consent  happily  reign  over  them. — ^The  2ud 
cause  for  which  this  present  pari,  was  summoi^ 
ed  was,  for  repealing  a  certam  act  made  in  the    • 
last,  by  the  tenor  and  force  of  which  this  whole 
realm  is  bound  to  he  obedient  to  the  lady  Ann 
Boleyn,  tbe  king's  late  wife,  and  her  heirs,  be- 
tween them,  lawfully  begotten.     Also  by  tl« 
force  of  the  said  act,  whoever  should  sav  or  do 
any  ill  against  her  or  her  issue  sliould  be  con- 
demned for  high  treason. — But  now,  he  said, 
that  they  may  more  rightly  understand  the 
reasons  of  this  summons,  his  counsel  was,  ac- 
cording to  these  three  proverbs  of  Solomon, 
(to  whom  our  most  excellent  pripce  here  may 
be  most  justly  ond  worthily  compared,)  *'  opo- 
rabimini  quibus  admonemur,  prceterita  in  me- 
moria  liabere,  pnesentia  intueri,  et  obvenUusa 
provider!.'    And,  as  to  the  1st,  they  very  wdl 
remembered  what  great  anxieties  and  pertur- 
bations of  mind  their  most  invincible  sovereign 
suffered,  on  account  of  his  first  unlawful  mar- 
riage; whidufsi  not  oidj  judg^  so  in  all  (1# 
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universities  in  Christendom,  but  dedared  un- 
lawful by  the  general  consent  of  this  kingdom 
iu  a  late  act  ot*  pnrl.  So  also  they  ouglit  to 
bear  in  mind  tlic  great  perils  and  dangers  their 
prince  was  under,  when  he  contracted  his  2nd 
marriage,  in  regard  to  the  2nd  of  Solou1on*s 
proverbs,  by  considering  in  what  a  situation 
thb  reahn  was  in  by  reason  of  the  oath  then 
zuade  and  taken  for  the  suppoit  of  the  snid 
Ann  and  her  issue.  Which  said  lady  Ann 
and  her  accomplices  had  been  since  justly 
found  guilty  of  high  treason,  and  had  received 
their  due  reward  for  it.  What  man  of  middle 
condition  would  not  this  deter  from  marrying 
a  third  time  ?  When  he  remembers  that  the 
fint  was  a  vast  expence  and  great  trouble  of 
mind  to  him;  and  the  second  ran  him  into 
great  and  imminent  dangers,  which  hung  over 
him  during  the  whole  time  of  it.  Yet  this  our 
most  excellent  prince,  on  the  humble  petition 
of  the  nobihty,  and  not  out  of  any  carnal  lust 
or  affection,  asain  condescends  to  contract 
matrimony ;  and  hath  at  this  time  taken  unto 
hunself  another  wife,  whose  age  and  fine  form 
denotes  her  most  fit  and  likely  to  bnne  forth 
children.  And  therefore  according  to  tne  3rd 
proverb  of  Solomon,  *  Obventura  provideamus,' 
wc  are  now  met,  by  the  king's  command,  with 
unanimous  consent,  to  appoint  an  heir  appa- 
rent to  the  crown.  That,  if  this  our  prmce, 
which  God  avert,  should  leave  this  mortal  life 
witliout  children  lawfully  begotten,  the  heir 
^o  appointed  may  lawfully  rule  and  govern  this 
'kingdom  after  him.  Lastly,  let  us  humbly 
pray  to  God,  that  he  would  bless  this  our  most 
excellent  pnnce  with  some  ofl^pring ;  at  the 
same  time  giving  him  thanks  that  he  has  hi- 
therto preserved  him  from  so  many  and  such 
imminent  dangers.  Because  it  Ls  his  whole 
study  and  endeavour  to  rule  us  all,  in  perfect 
peace  and  charity  during  his  life;  and  to 
transmit  the  same  happiness  to  posterity." 

Afler  the  chancellor  had  ended  his  harangue, 
he  in  the  kind's  name  ordered  the  commons  to 
withdraw  a  Ad  chuse  a  Speaker ;  and  present 
"him  to  the  king  the  day  following.  The  re- 
ceivers and  triers  of  petitions  being  appointed, 
the  next  day,  being  Saturday,  the  chancellor 
acquainted  the  king  and  lords  that  the  com- 
mons begged  a  longer  time  for  electing  a 
Speaker.  Hereupon  tlie  king  commanded  that 
the  house  of  lords  should  be  luljourned  to  Mon- 
day. And  on  that  day  the  commons  present- 
ed to  the  king  Rd.  Rich,  esq.  for  their  Speak- 
er ;  who  immediately  addressed  hunself  to  the 
throne,  ii^  words  to  this  effect : 

**  First,  in  the  name  of  the  commons,  he 
told  his  maj.  that  they  well  understood  the 
chancellor's  reasons,  which  he  gave  on  the 
first  day  of  the  meeting  for  cidling  this  present 
Wl.  and  repeated  the  heads  of  the  cnancel- 
lor's  discourse.  He  then  took  occasion  to 
'praise  the  kiug  for  liis  wonderful  gifts  of  grace 
*ahd'  nature ;  and  compared  liim  for  justice  and 
prudence  to  Solomon ;  for  strength  and  forti- 
tude to  Sampson ;  and-  for  beauty  and  come- 
liness to  Absalom.    He  then  said,  that  accord- 

Vot.  1. 


ing  to  the  chancellor^  commancb,  the  coi|i<- 
mons  had  retired  to  their  own  house,  in  order 
to  chuse  a  Speaker ;  and  had  actually  chosen 
him,  tlie  most  unworthy  of  them  all,  for  that 
honour.  He  therefore  besought  his  maj.  that 
he  would  command  the  commons  to  with-> 
draw%gain  to  tlieir  own  house,  and  elect  aoo-> 
thcr  Speaker;  for  he  had  neither  learning, 
experience,  nor  boldness,  fit  for  that  office; 
and  therefore  he  was  the  least  capable  of  any 
to  undertake  such  an  honourable  employment.*' 

To  this  tfce  chancellor,  by  the  king's  com- 
mand, replied,  **  that  his  maj.  had  well  heard 
his  speech ;  and  was  glad  to  understand  by  the 
first  part  of  it,  that  the  members  of  the  house 
of  commons  had  been  so  attentive  to  the  chan- 
cellor's declaration,  'as  they  appeared  to  be. 
That  as  to  the  praises  and  virtues  ascribed  to 
himself,  his  maj.  thought  proper  to  disavow 
them;  since,  if  he  really  had  such  virtues,  they 
were  the  gifte  of  Almighty  God  only.  Lastly, 
adds  he,  as  to  your  excuses,  Richard,  which 
the  king  hath  heard,  that  vou  have  neither 
learning,  experience,  nor  boldness,  fit  for  such 
an  office ;  to  tliis  his  maj.  hath  commanded 
me  to  reply,  that,  if  he  did  not  know  that  you 
had  all  those  qualifications,  >he  would  not, 
amongst  so  many  ui-gent  matters  as  are  now 
depending,  admit  you  into  the  office;  and 
therefore  ne  does  not  look  upon  your  excuses 
as  just.''  After  which  the  said  Rid.  Rich,  esq. 
made  the  usual  protestation  for  liberty  of 
speech,  &c.  which  was  allowed  of. 

New  Act  of  ^utcemon^  "  The  principal 
act,"  says  lord  Herbert,  **  made  this  pari,  was' 
touching  the  Succession  of  the  crown ;  m  which, 
atler  a  rehearsal  of  the  statute,  25  Hen.  VHI. 
touching  the  king's.marriage,  and  limitation  of 
succession  to  the  crown ;  and  another  of  36 
Henry  VIH.  It  is  declaired,  that  whereas  a 
marriage  was  heretofore  soleumized  betwixt 
the  kii-.g's  highness  and  the  lady  Ann  Boleyn  r 
that  since  that  time,  certain  just,  true,  and 
lawful  impediments  of  marriage,  unknown  at 
the  making  of  the  said  acts,  were  confessed  by 
the  said  lady  Ann  before  Tbo.  lord  abp.  of 
Canterbury;  by  which  it  plainly  appearetli, 
that  the  said  marriage  betwixt  his  highness  and 
the  said  lady  Ann  was  never  good  nor  conso- 
nant to  the  laws :  and  therefore  his  highness 
was  lawfully  divorced  from  the  said  lady  Ann. 
Moreover,  that  she  and  her  accomplices  be- 
fore-mentioned were  convicted  by  ciue  course 
of  law,  and  have  suffered  according  to  their 
merits.  And  whereas  ic  hath  pleased  his  high- 
ness, notwithstanding  the  great  perils  suft'ered 
by  occasion  of  his  first  unlawful  marriage  be- 
twixt the  lady  Katharine,  and  tliis  unlawful 
marriage  betwixt  the  ludy  Ann,'  at  the  most 
humble  petition  of  his  nobles  in  tliis  realm, 
and  for  conservation  of  the  same,  to  enter  into 
marriage  again  with  the  lady  Jane  (Seymour) 
according  to  tliCjlaws  of  the  church;  and  tliat 
there  is  hope  she  may  conceive  by  his  high- 
ness ;  that  It  is  the  most  humble  petition  of 
his  nobles  and  commons,  that,  for  cxtiuguisL- 
ment  of  ail  ambiguities  and  doubts,  it  may  be 
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enaded  in  manner  and  form  as  followeth^ 
And  1st,  that  the  marriage  betwixt  die  king 
and  queen  Katharine  should  be  void  and  of 
no  effect;  as  being  jgrounded  on  a  di^pensa^ 
tion,  in  a  case  not  dispensable  by  hunaian  au* 
thoritj;  and    so    determined  bv  the  4^  hole 
clergy,  and.  both  universities  of  this  realm; 
a»  also  by  the  universities  of  Bononia,  Pudoua, 
Paris,  Orleans,  Tholouse,  Anjou,  and  divers 
others;  in  regard,  she  being  uife  to  his  elder 
brother,  prince  Arthur,  was  carnally  known  by 
him,  as  was  sufficiently  proved  before  Tho. 
abp.  of  Canterbury ;  and  tlierefore,  tliat  any 
dispensation  to  the  contrary  hereof  should  be 
tp  all  intents  void  and  of  no  effect;  and  the  is- 
sue procreated  under  tlie  same  unlawful  mar- 
riage, betwixt  his  highness  and  the  said  lady 
Katharine,  to  be  illegitimate,  and  barred  from 
claiming  any  inheritance  from  his  highness  by 
lineal  descent:  also,  that  the  marriage  betwixt 
his  highness  and  oucen  Ann  is  of  no  value  nor 
elVect;  and  that  tlie  divorce  made  bettveeii  his 
highness  and  her  is  good  and  eftectual,  and  the 
issue  illegitimate,  and  not  inheritable  to  his 
highness  by  a  lineal  descent,  any  former  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. — And  further- 
more, since  many  inconveniences  have  fallen 
by  marrying    within   decrees    prohibited  by 
God's  law,  (which  marriuges  yet  have  been 
often  dispensed  with  by  some  usurped  power, 
w  hen  yet  no  man  hnth  power  to  dispense  with 
God's  law.)    Therefore  it  was  enacted,  that  if 
•any  were  married  within  the  said  degrees,  or 
took   to  wife  the  sister  or  daughter,   &:c.  of 
her  wliom    he    had    before   carnally   known, 
he  nii^ht  and  should   be    separated  by  the 
definitive  sentence   of  the    aV^ps.   and    other 
ministers  of  tlie  -church  of  England :  and  their 
said  sentence  to  be  good  and  etfectual,  with- 
out suing  any  appeal  to  or  from  the  court  of 
Hume. — Further,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  issue 
*betwixt  hi«)  highness  and  queen  Jane  should  he 
his  lawful  children  and  heirs,  and  inherit,  ac- 
cording to  the  course  of  inheritance  of  the 
laws  of  this  realm,  the  imjserial  crown  of  the 
same;   with  all  dignities,   honours,  pre-emi- 
•nences,  prerogatives,  authorities,  and  jurisdic- 
tions to  the  same  annexed  or  belonging. — ^But 
if  it  should  happen  that  queen  Jane  should  de- 
€ea»e  without  issue  male  of  the  body  of  his 
highness  to  be  beeotten,  tlieu  the  same  impe- 
rial crown,  and  all  other  the, premises,  to  be  to 
his  m^).  and  to  his  heirs  male  by  any  otlier 
lawful  wife,  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the 
same  sod  and  heir   male  Uwfully  begotten; 
and  so  from  son  and  heir  male  to  son  and  heir 
male,  and  to  the  heirs  of  every  such  son  and 
heir  male  lawfully  begotten  according  to  the 
course  of  inheritance,  as  is  abovesaid.    And 
for  default  of  such  issue  male,  Uien  the  said 
imperial  crown  and  premises  should  be  to  the 
issue  female,  betwixt  his  maj'.  and  queen  Jane 
begotten,  and  so  a^ain  to  the  issue  female  by 
any  other  wife  in  like  manner;  that  is  to  ^y^ 
to  the  eldest  issue  of  the  issue  female,  and  to 
the  heirs  of  her  body  JawfuUy  begotten ;  and 
60  Yrom  issue  fonale  to  issue  female,  and  to 


their  heirs  of  their  bodies,  One  after  another,' 
by  course  of  inheritance,  according  to  their 
ages,  as  the  crown  of  England  hath  been  ac- 
customed and  ou^t  to  succeed  taid  go^in  case 
when  there  is  heir  female  inheritable  to  thft 
sam€.  And  forasmuch  as  it  stands  in  the  only 
will  and  pleasUre  of  Almighty  God,  whether 
his  highness  shall  have  heirs,  and  thiU  if 
they  M\,  and  no  provision  be  made  in  hb  Uf^' 
who'  should  govern  this  realm,  than  then  this 
realmj  after  his  transitory  life  should  be  desti- 
tute of  a  lawful  governor,  or  incumbered  with 
such  a  person  that  would  covet  to  aspire  to  tlie 
same;  that  in  tliat  case,  his  highness  might 
limit  the  crown  to  any  person  or  persons  in 
possession  and  remainder  by  his  letters  patents 
under  the  great  seal;  or  else  by  his  last  will, 
signed  with  his  hand,  after  such  manner  as  - 
should  be  expressed  in  his  said  letters  patents; 
and  tliftt  such  person  and  persons  sliould  have 
and  enjoy  the  same  after  his  decease,  in  as 
large  and  ampic  manner  as  the  lawful  heirs  of 
his  body  should  have  done.  After  which,  or- 
der was  taken  to  prevent  usurpation  of  the 
crown ;  and  the  penalty  of  high  treason  im- 

f»osed  on  usurpers,  as  on  thos^  also  who  be-  . 
icvcd  either  the  marriage  of  hid  highness  with 
the  lady  Katharine  or  the  lady  Ann  to  be 
good ;  and  did  c^l  the  lady  Mary,  or  the  lady 
Elizabetli,  legitimate;  and  who  used  certain 
words  and  actions  tending  to  this  purpose.--;- 
Furthcrmore,  it  was  enacted,  tliat  if  his  maj. 
should  decease  before  any  heir  male  of  his  bo- 
dy, inheritable  to  tlie  crown  of  tliis  realm, 
should  be  of  the  age  of  18  years,  or  any  heir 
female  which  should  be  inheritable  as  afore* 
said,  should  be  married,  or  be  of  the  age  of  10 
years,  that  tlien  they,  or  any  of  tliem,  shall  be 
and  remain  until  tliey  came  unto  the  said  se- 
veral ages,  at  and  in  the  governance  of^  their 
natural  mother,  and  such  other  his  counsellors 
and  nobles  oi'  his  realm  as  his  higlmess  should 
name  and  appoint  hy,his  last  will  in  writing, 
and  signed  witn  his  hand,  as  is  aforesaid;  ana 
that  an  oatli  should  l>e  administered  for  per- 
formance of  tliis  act,  and  the  penalty  of  high  ' 
treason  inflicted  on  those  that  slioll  refuse  itL 
— Furtlicrmoj  e,  it  was  enacted,  tlint  the  king 
should  have  power,  by  his  letters  patent^ 
or  last  will  as  aforesaid,  tp  advance  any 
person  or  persons  of  his  most  royal  l)lood  to 
any  title,  stile,  or  name,  of  any  estate,  dignity, 
or  honopr,  and  to  give  tb  them,  or  any  of 
them,  any  castles,  honours,  lands,  &c.  in  fee- 
simple,  fee-tail,  or  for  term  of  lives,  or  the  life 
of  any  of  them,  saving  the  rights  and  estates  of 
all  otners,  in  and  to  the  same. — Finally,  it  wa^ 
enacted,  that  every  clause,  article,  and  sen- 
tence therein  should  be  taken  and  accepted 
according  to  the  plain  word^  tliereof.  Uow 
yet  this  act  was  altered,  SSUcn.  yifl.  1.  shall 
be  declared  by  me,  God  willing,  in  this  histo- 
ry,»referring  the.  reader  to  1  Mary  L  whea  It 
was  repeal^," 

Act  for  abolishing  the  Papal  Poa»er.]  At 
this  time  a  new  proposal  come  from  Rome,  for 
a   recoaciliation  'between  Henry  aud    hoij' 
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cfaorcb.  The.  interval  seen^cd  very  favoacable 
$Q  ity  |br  quecD  Catherine  and  Anne  being 
Jbotb  deady  who  were  the  occasion  of  the  rup- 
ture, the  court  of  Rome  judged  tliis  a  proper 
opportunity  to  effect  it.  Accordlngl/,  the  pope 
sent  a  message  to  the  king,  to  let  him  know, 
^*  That  he  had  ever  favoured  liia  cause  in  his 
predecessor's  time;  .and  tjiough  he  was  forced 
to  give  out  a  sentence  against  him,  yet  he  had 
V  never  any  intenjcion  to  proceed  upon  it  to  Huther 
fixtreinities.*'  How  this  nic^ssage  was  received, 
may  be  fully  known  by  two  acts  which  the  king 
procured  to  be  immediately  passed  upon  it,  iu 
this  par). :  by  which  all  hopes,  of  a  reconcilia- 
tioa  w^e  entirely  cut  off  between  them.  For 
a  bUl  was  brought  into  the  lords,  for  utterly 
abolishing  the  u.surped  authority  of  the  bp,  of 
Home,  on  the  4th  of  July,  which  soon  after 
pasted  both  houses.  The  preamble  to  which 
acL contains  thcise  severe  reflections : — <*  The 
bp.  of  Home,  whom  some  cull  the  pope,  wjbo 
had  long  darkened  God's  word,  that  it  might 
fepre  his  pomp,  glor^,  avarice,  ambition,  and 
tyranny,  both  i^pon  the  souls,  bodies  and  goods 
of  all  Christians;  excluding  Christ  out  of  tbe 
jnile  of  men's  souls,  and  princes  out  of  their 
dominions;  and  had  exacted  in  England  great 
sums  by  dreams,  vanities,  and  other  supersti- 
tious ways.  Upon  these  reasons  his  usurpa- 
tion had  been  by  law  put  down  in  this  nation ; 
yet  many  of  his  emissaries  hod  been  practising 
up  and  down  the  kingdom,  and  persuading 
people  to  acknowledge  his  pretenaed  autho- 
rity. Therefore,  every  person  so  offending 
after  the  last  day  of  July,  nc\*  to  come,  was 
to  incur  the  pams  of  a  pr;pmimire ;  and  all 
ctfficers,  both  civil  and  ecclesiasticiil,,wcre  com- 
manded to  make  enquiry  about  such  offences, 
under  severe  penalties^ 

The  other  dIqw  made^t  tbc  pope,  was  by 
.another  act,  passed^  that, "  Whereas  the  popes 
bad,  during  their  usurpation,  granted  many  mi- 
Qiunitiea^  to  several  bodies  and  societies  iu 
England,  which  upon  such  grants  had  been 
now  long  in  use:  therefore,  all  those  bulls, 
breves,  and  every  thing  depending  on,  or  flow 
ing  from  them  were  declared  void  and  of  no 
force.  Yet  aU  msuriages  celebrated  by  virtue 
at*  i'tiem,  that  were  not  otheruke  contrary  to 
the  law  of  God»  were  declared  good  iu  law ; 
and  all  consecrations  of  b^l^  by  virtue  of 
them,  were  conflrmed^  And,  for  the  future, 
aU  who  enjoyed  any  privileges  by  bulls,  were 
to  bring  them  into  chancery,  or  lo  such  per- 
sons as  the  king  should  appoint  for  that  end. 
Moreover,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury  wa&  eix^- 
powered  to  ^rant  anew, the  effects  contained 
m  then^  which  grant  was  to  pasi  under  tbe 
great  seal,  and  to  be  of  full  force  in  law.'^ 

Mesident  Clergy.]  By  the  J3th  act  of  this 
park  an  abuse  was  corrected  which  had  ci^ep( 
W,  to  evade  the  force  of  a  statute}  mxM.  m  the 
i^  1st  of  this  king,  about  priests  residing  on  their 
livings.  One  qtuiliiicatiOn  that  did  excuse  them 
from  residence,  was,  thetr  staving  at  tlie  univer«t 
^ty  for  completing  their  studiei.  Now  it  wa$ 
ji^W»  th^  maaof  4>^spUm«  clergymei^.weat 


and  lived  at  the  universities,  not  fpr  study,  but 
to  be  excused  from  serving  their  cures.  There- 
fore, it  was  enacted  tiiat  none  above  the  age 
of  40,  who  were  not  either  heads  of  hous^,  or 
public  readers,  should  have  any  exemption  of 
residence,  by  virtue  of  that  clause  in  die  for- 
mer act.  And,  all  those  under  that  age  should 
not  hu.ve  the  benefit  of  it,  except  they  were 
present  at  lectun^  and  gertbrmed  their  eifeiv 
cises  in  the  schools. 

This  pari,  having  dispatched  a  great  deal  of 
business  ipa  very  Dttle  time,,  on  July  the  IStli 
the  king  came  to  the  house,  in  order  to  pass 
the  bills  that  were  ready  for  the  royal  assent. 
And  the  speaker  of  tlie  house  or  comn^ont 
made  anotl^r  oration  to  him,  as  full  of  flattery 
as  the  last.  Only,  as  in  the  former,  he  com- 
pared the  king  to  Solomon,  Sampson  and  Ab- 
saloni,  for  wisdom,  strength  at^personage,  he 
now  likened  him  to  the  sun.  '^For,  as  the  sun, 
said  he,  exhales  all  the  ixoxious  vapours  which 
would  othcrways  be  hurtful  to  us,  and  by  its 
heat  cherishes  and  brings  fortli  those  seeds, 
plants,  and  fruits  necessary  for  the  support  of 
hunma  life ;  so  this  our  most  excellent  prince 
tjakes  away,  by  his  pnidence,  all  those  eiiormi-* 
ties  which  may  hereafter  be  any  ways  hurtful 
to  us  and  our  posterity.  And  takes  care  to  en^ 
act  such  laws  as  will  he  a  defence  to  tbe  good, 
and  a  great  terror  to  evil  doers."  The  chan-> 
ccllor  replied  to  his  harangue  much  in  the  same 
words  as  to  the  former^  and  then,  by  the 
king's  command,  he  dissolved  the  pari. :  ex- 
horting the  members  that  they  would  all  take 
care  tp  observe  the  W^vs  then  noade,  and  see 
them  observed  by  others^  Bp,  Burnet  re- 
marks on  the  proceeding?  of  tihis  pa^i  that  it 
plainliy  appears  that  tbe  kins;  '\yus  absolute 
master  botu  of  the  affectkms  and  fisars  of  his 
subjects.  When,  in  a  new  pari,  called  on  a 
sudden^  and  in  a  sessaod  of  6  weeks',  acts  of  sa 
great  importance  were  passed,  without  any 
protest  or  public  oppositioiu  / 

Suppression (^ tne  ifirger  abbUs^ ^c •]  But  the 
great  work,  of  a  thorough  reformation  was  not 
yet  cojDipieated  ;  that  is,  the  larger  inpnasteries 
were  not  dissolved,  whose  revedues.  tl»e  lay- 
courtiers  were  greedily  gaping  (or..  Ifenry 
had  now  got  a  flt  i^istrument  for  that  purpose, 
in  the  person  of  Thos.  Croinwel,  a  bWk-% 
smithj's  son  of  Putney ;  but,  who,  by  his  great 
learning  aud  abilities,  was  flrst  made  master  of* 
the  jewel?4iouse,  then  baron  of  Oakcham,  aftci^ 
wards  earl  of  Esisex,  lord  great  chamberlain, 
and  vicar-general  over  the  spiritualities.  This. 
«[ian  l>eing  now  prime  minister^ in  his  old  mas- 
ter cardinal  Wolsey*^  place, '  persuaded  the 
king,  who  was  ready  enough  to  qpmply^  to  pull 
down  the  larger  abbies  and  moiiastcries;  the 
smaller  under  the  value  of  200  K  a  year,  hav- 
ing b(een.  suppress^  before^  And,  though 
some  remonstrances  were  made  to  tihe  con-^ 
trary,  that  a  few  oMght  be  spared,  as  well  for 
the  virti^e  of  the  persons  in  them,  as  that  the 
country  received  great  benefit  from  thefh ;  tlie^ 
peer  receiving  thence  relief^  and  jjie  richer 
sort  educaJUua  foe  their  children.^  y«^  vi^ 
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lord  Herbett,  Cromwel,  by  tbe  king's  pentiis- 
sfon,  invaded  all ;  and^  betwixt  threats,  gitlts, 
persuasions,  promises,  and  whatever  else  might 
make  men  waver,  he  obtained  of  the  abbots, 
priors,  abbesses,  &c.  that  their  houses  might 
be  given  up. 

A  new  Far!,  calledf]  But,  an  absolute  right  to 
these  possessions  was  not  warranted,  yet,  by 
Inw;  and  therefore  Henry  called  a  pari,  to 
establish  it.  They  were  summoned  by  writ  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  28th  day  of  April, 
- 1540.  The  first  writ  of  summons  is  directed  to 
Thomas  lord  Cromwell,  our  vicar-general  in 
spiritualities.  The^  following  list  uf  the  whole 
IhDUse  of  peers  at  this  time  is  deserving  a  place 
in  this  work,  since  it  is  the  last  we  meet  with, 
where  the  spiritual  and  temporal  lords,  abbot<« 
included,  sat  together  in  an  English  pari. 

List  of  the  mcrs  a$  they  sat  in  this  Par!. 
The  king  ^      Thos.  duke  of  Norfolk, 

The  abp.of  Canterbury  treasurer  of  Euglund 
The  Bishops  of.  Charles  duke  of  Suf- 

London  .  folk,  steward  of  the 

Winchester  household 

Exeter  Thos.  marq.  of  Dorset 

Lincoln  John  carl  of  Oxford, 

Bath  and  Wells  great  chamberlain 

Ely  of  England 

Bangor  Wm.  earl   of  South- 

Litchrield   and  Co-        ampton,  lord  high 
veiitry  admiral  of  England 

Salisbury  Wm.  earl  of  Arundale 

Worcester  Ralph  earl  of  West- 

Rochester  moreland 

Norwich  Francis  earl  of  Shrews- 

Chichester  bury 

St.  David's  Henry  earl  of  Essex 

St.  Asaph  Edward  earl  of  Derby 

Landafi.  Henry  e.  of  Worcester 

The  Abbots  of  Thos.  earl  of  Rutland 

Westminster  Hen.e.ofCumberland 

St.  Alban's  Robert  earl  of  Sussex 

St.  Edmundbury         Geo.  e.  of  Huntingdon 
St.  MarVs,  York         John  earl  of  Bath 
Glastenbury  .  Edw.  carl  of  Hertford 

Gloucester  Hen.  e.  of  Bridgewater 

Kamsey  Arthur  %'i8Count  Lisle 

Evesham  John  lord  Russel,  ad- 

Peterhorough  miral  of  England 

St.  John,  Colchestef    JohnTouchet  1. Audlcj 
Heading  John  lord  Zouch 

Malmsbury  Thomas  Id.  Delaware 

Ooyland  Hen.  Parker  1.  Morlcy 

Sclby  Thos.  Fienes  1.  Dacre 

Thorhey  Wm.  lord  Dacre^  of 

Winchcombe  Gillesland 

Wultbam  George   Brooke  lord 

Cirencester  Cobham 

Tcwsburv  Henry  Fitz-Allan  lord 

TavistbcK  Maltrevers 

The  abp.  of  York  Walter  Deverenx  lord 

Bishops  of  Ferrers 

Durham  Edward  Gray  1.  Powis 

Carlsle      -  Wm.  1.  Gray,of  Wilton 

Thos.  Id.  Audley,  of  Edw.F^nys Id.  Clinton 
Waldcl^,  cliaac.  of  John  lord  ScroopJ  of 
England  Bolton 


;  Wm.  lord  Stourton         Thomas  lord  Vaux.    * 
John  lord  Lumley  Andrew  lord  Windsor 

John  Nevile  1.  Latimer    Thos.  lord  Wentworth 
Charles   Blount   lord    Thos.  lord  Brough 

Mountjoy  Edward  lord  Gray 

Thomas  Stanley  lord    John  lord  Mordaunt 

Mounteagle  Wm.  lord  HungerforcT 

William  loi3  Sandys      Wra.  Paulet  1.  St.  John 

lord  Conyers    W^m.  lord  Parre.         -^^^ 

The  Id.  chancellor's  speech,  at  the  opening  of 
tliis  pari,  is  wholly  omitted  in  the  journals;  \ 
and  there  are  only  the  names  of  the  receivers  ^^ 
and  triers  of  petiuons  to  it.  Nor  is  there  any 
mention  of  the  name  of  a  Speaker  to  the  house 
of  commons  ;  but,  by  what  will  appear  in  the 
sequel,  from  the  same  authority,  we  find  that 
sir  Nicholas  Hare,  knt.  was  chosen  for  that 
otficc. 

A  Committee  for  ReH^ion  appmntrd.]  May 
5th,  the  lord  chanc.  informed  the  house  of 
lords,  "  that  it  was  his  maj.'s  desire,  above  all 
tilings,  that  the  diversities  of  opinions  concern- 
ing "the  Christian  religion  in  this  kingdom, 
should  be  with  all  possible  expeditbn  plucked 
up  and  extirpated.  And  therefore,  since  this 
affair  was  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  it 
could  not  well  be  determined  in  a  short  time, 
considering  their  various  sentiments,  by  the 
wliole  house ;  the  V  ing  thought  it  necessary, 
if  it  seemed  good  to  tSem,  that  they  fchould 
chuse  a  Committee  of  themselves,  to  examine 
into  these  different  opiuions;  and  whatever 
they  decreed  concerning  them  mi^ht  be  with 
all  convenient  speed  communicated  to  the 
vhole  pari."  This  was  apn)ved  of  by  all ;  and 
with  unanimous  •  consent  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  examine  these  opinions,  the  names 
and  titles  of  whom  were  as  follows :  Thomas 
lord  Cromwell,  vicar  general ;  abp.  of  Canter- 
bury ;  the  bps.  of  Bath  and  Wells,  Ely,  Ban- 
gor, Worcester ;  abp.  of  York ;  bps.  of  Dur- 
ham and  Cai;lisle.  And  it  was  ordered,  that 
this  committee  should  have  leave  to  absent 
thentfieKes  firom  the  service  of  the  house, 
whilst  they  had  these  affairs  under  consider- 
ation. Tbe  same  day  a  bill  was  brought  into 
the  house  by  the  lord  chanc.  for  the  appoint? 
ment  of  seats  or  places  in  that  assembly ,,  for 
the  king's  chief  officers  ;  viz.  the  king's  vicar- 
general  in  spiijkualities,  the  lord  chanc.  lord 
treasurer,  and  others;  that  from  henceforth 
there  might  be  no  more  dispute  about  them. 
Also  another  bill  was  brought  in,  by  which  re- 
ligious persons,  whose  monasteries  were  dis- 
solved, might  be  enabled  to  inherit  any  lands 
and  tenements  which  they  were  heirs  to. 

May  10th,  the  vicar-rgenertil  aforesaid  brought 
another  bill  into  the  house,  w'hich  was  to  at- 
taint certain  traitors,  lately  found  guilty  and 
condemned  for  high  treason.  These  were  the 
late  roarq.  of  Exeter,  the  late  lord  Montague^ 
Edw.  Nevile,  and  others.  It  was  read  twice 
that  day,  and  then  delivered  •  to  the  clerk  of 
pari,  to  be  engrossed  on  parchment.  '  On  the 
^^th  the  aforesaid  bill  being  read  a  third  time, 
the  Vicar-Gencrol  stood  up  in  the  house,  and 
shewed  openly  a  certain  habity  made  of  white 
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sHky  which  was  foand  by  the  lord  ndmiral,  in 
the  linen  wardrobe  belonging  to  the  countess 
of  Saliftbory ;  on  the  fore  part  of  which  garment 
was  embroidered  the  arms  alone  of  England, 
viz.  three  lions,  surrounded  with  a  border  of 
two  different  flowers,  called  paunces  and  mari- 
golds. On  the  back  part  or  it  was  tlie  device 
^thich  the  northern  rebeb  lately  used  in  their 
Insurrection. 

Ihtal  Suppression  of  Monatferiei,  Abbies, 
Src]  Majf  lath,  the  fatal  bill  for  the  fell  of 
Monasteries,  Abbies^  &c.  was  brought  into 
the  house  of  peers,  by  the  lord  chunc.  Audlev. 
The  diie  of  the  bill  was,  •*  concerning  the 
establishment  to  the  king's  maj.  his  heirs  and 
successors,  of  all  manner  of  abbics,  priories, 
monasteries,  &c.  which  had  come  mto  the 
king's  hands,  by  reason  of  the  suppression,  re- 
duction, and  final  dissolution  of  tnem,  on  the 
4  th  of  Feb.  an.  reg.  27."  Tliis  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  Ist  tune  in  the  house ;  and  then, 
because  that  the  next  day  the  clergy  were  to 
attend  the  convocation,  and  the  day  followirjg 
•  was  Ascension-day,  the  chancellor  adjourned 
the  pari,  to  Friday,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  usual  time  fixed  for  their  meetin<!s  in 
those  days.  This  is  the  title.which  the  Jour- 
nal Book  gives;  but  the  act  itself  is  more  ex- 
plicit, and  expresses,  '*  that  leases  of  manors, 
belonging  to  monasteries,  dissolved  or  to  be 
dissolved,  and  assured  to  the  king,  shall  take 
effect.  That  the  king  shall  hold,  possess,  and 
enjoy  to  him,  his  heirs  and  successors  for  ever, 
all  monasteries,  and  abbacies,  pnories,  nun- 
neries, colleges,  hospitals,  houses  of  friars, 
or  other  religious  and  ecclesiastical  houses  and 
places,  which  since  the  4th  of  February,  27 
Henry  VIII.  have  been  dissolved,  suppressed, 
renounced,  forfeited,  or  given  up,  or  by  any 
other  means  come  to  his  highness;  or  which 
shall  be  dissolved,  kc.  As  also  all  manors, 
lordships,  lands,  tenements,  rights,  Uberties, 
&c.  belonging  to  them.  All  which,  except 
such  as  came  by  attainder  of  treason,  «hall  be 
under  the  survey  and  government  of  the  king's 
court  of  Augmentation  of  the  revenues  of  the 
crown.  Other  mens'  titles  yet  saved."  Thus 
fell  the  monastical  priesthood  in  England. 
The  number  of  monasteries  dissolved,  accord- 
ing to  Speed,  Stow,  and  Camden,  amounted 
to  645;  amongst  which,  27  had  votes,  and  sat 
)n  the  house  of  lords,  as  mitred  abbots.  Of 
colleges,  were  demolished,  in  divers  shires,  90. 
Of  chantries  and  free  chapels,  some  time  afler, 
2374.  And  of  hospitals,  110.  The  yearly  in- 
come of  all  amounting  to  165,0001.  being 
above  a  third  part  of  alfthe  spiritual  revenues 
fn  the  kingdom.  This,  added  to  the  almost  im- 
mense sums  the  king  must  have  made  of  all 
their  present  stock  of  cattle  and  com,  timber, 
lead,  bells,  &c.  but  chiefly  of  their  plate,  jew- 
els, and  church-ornaments,  of  which  are  still 
fxtant  divers  rich  inventories,  must  be  incre- 
dible. ''  This  rapine  upon  the  church,  with 
the  miserable  ruin  of  themselves  and  houses, 
Vas  divulged  abroad  in  such  terms,"  says  lord 
iierbert|  **  as  astonished  the  whole  Cliristiaii 


world.  For  though  the  excessive  number  of 
them  excused  the  king  in  some  part  for  the 
first  suppression,  this  latter  bad  no  such  spe* 
cious  pretext.  So  that,  notwithstanding  the 
king's  necessities,  no  httle  occasion  of  slander 
and  obloquy  was  given  by  these  violent  pro- 
ceedings," 

A  Report  from  the  Comrnittee  of  Religion.Jl 
May  16th  the  duke  of  Norfolk  repoVted  from 
thecoramittee  appointed  to  examme  into  the 
different  opinions  in  Religion,  wliidh  were 
then  started  up  in  that  kingdom ;"  that  thej 
had  made  no  progress  therein,  because  they 
were  not  in  one  mind  themselves;  which  some 
of  the  lords  had  objected  to  when  they  were  ■ 
first  named.  Therefore  he  thought  it  was  besT, 
that  the  6  following  Articles  should  be  put  to 
the  examination  of  the  whole  pari,  and  each 
man  to  give  his  opinion  freely  about  them. 
By  which  means,  an  union  in  these  matters 
might  be  come  at,  and  finally  determined. 
And  that,  for  the  better  ol)ser\ance  of  the 
aforesaid  determination  some  penal  statute 
ou«;ht  to  be  enacted  against  those  that  any 
ways  infringe  or  violate  thera  in  any  particiK 
lar.  The  6  Articles  to  l)e  examined  into 
are  these :  I.  Whether  the  sacrament  be  the 
real  body  of  our  Lord,  without  transubstantia^ 
tion?  IT.  Whether  the  sacrament  may  be 
given  to  the  laity,  in  both  kinds  ?  III.  whe» 
ther  vows  of  chastity,  made  by  men  or  wo^ 
men,  ought  to  be  observed,  'jure  divinoJ* 
IV.  Whether  private  masses  ought  to  be  kept 
by  tTie  same  law?  V.  Whether  pHests  ought 
to  marry  on  the  same  authority  ?  VI.  Whe- 
ther auricular  confession  be  necessary,  *  jure 
divino?'— These  knotty  points  of  divmity  be- 
ing laid  before  the  whole  house  to  be  debuted 
on,  it  took  some  rime  before  they  could  come 
to  a  determination  of  them.    For, 

May  30,  after  a  short  prorogation,  we  are 
told  in  the  Journals,  that  the  lord  chanc.  de- 
clared before  the  lords,  "  that  not  only  the 
bps.  and  other  spiritual  peers,  but  even  the 
king's  mf^.  had  taken  great  pains  and  laboured 
incessantly  to  bring  about  an  union  in  the  fore- 
going articles,  and  had,  at  last,  complcated  it. 
It  was  tlierefore  his  miy.'s  pleasure,  that  some 
penal  statute  should  be  enacted,  to  compel  all 
his  subjects,  who  were  any  ways  dissenters  or 
contradictors  of  these  arricJes,  to  obey  them. 
But  the  form  of  a  statute  for  punishing  such 
offenders  he  left  to  their  determination."  It 
was  therefore  agreed  on  by  the  whole  house, 
that  two  committees  should  be  appointed. for 
that  purpose.  The  abp,  of  Canterbury,  the 
bps.  of  Ely  and  st.  Asaph,  with  dr.  Petre,  were 
ordered  to  dictate  and  compose  one  form  of 
an  act  for  punishing  such  offenders ;  and  the 
abp.  of  York,  the  bps.  of  Durham  and  Win- 
chester, with  dr.  Tregonncl,  to  draw  up  ano- 
ther. Which  two  forms,  so  composed,  were  to 
be  presented  to  the  king  on  the  dunday  follow- 
ing ;  which  was  only  two  days  notice. 

Six  Articles  established,  4c]  June  7th  "  this 
bloody  bill,"  as  the  protestant  writers  justly 
term  it,  was  brought  into  the  house  by  tl\p 
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lord  cbanc.  and  read  the  first  time.  The  title 
i»,  '  A  bill  concerning  the  Punisluocniof  tho»c 
Persons,  who  either  violate  or  infringe  the  Ar-- 
Uclcs  aforesaid/  The  bill  wait  read  a  2iid  and 
3rd  timey  on  the  two  days  following;  and 
then  delivered  to  the  kind's  attorney  wad  soli- 
citor-general, to  be  carried  down  to  the  com- 
mons, where  an  amendment  was  made  to  the 
^ill  by  them.  This  was  again  read  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  lords,  so  that  the  bill  passed 
both  houses  on  the  10th  of  June  ;  and,  amongst 
others,  had  the  royal  assent  on  tlie  lust  day  of 
this  session. 

The  6  aruclcs>  contained  in  this  statute,  and 
-which  were  founded  on  the  6  foregoing  ques- 
tions, proposed   by   the   lord   treasurer,    are 
these  : — "  I.  If  any  person  by  word,  writing;, 
printing,  cyphering,  or  any  otherwise  do  preach, 
teach,  dispute,  or  hold  opinion,  that  in  the 
Vlcssed  sacrament  of  the  altar,  under  form  of 
bread  and  wine,  (afler  the  consecration  thereof) 
ther«  is  not  present  really  the  natural  body 
and  blood  ot  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  con- 
ceived by  the  Virgin  Mary ;  or  that  afVer  the 
said  consecration  there  remaineth  any  sub- 
stance of  bread  and  wine,  or  any  other  sub- 
Stance  but  the  substance  of  Christ,  God  and 
man ;  or  that  in  the  flesh  under  form  of  bread, 
is  not  the  very  blood  of  Christ ;  or  that  with 
the  blood,  under  the  form  of  wine,  is  not  the 
Very  flesh  of  Christ  as  well  apart,   as  thoueh 
they  were  both  together;  or  aflirm   the  said 
sacrament  to  be  of  other  substance  than  is 
lifoi-esaid,  or  deprave  the  said  blessed  sacra- 
ment: tlien  he  shall  be  acljudgcd  an  heretic, 
and  suffer  death  by  burning,  and  shall  forfeit 
to  the  Idng  all  his  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, goods  apd  chattels,  as  in  case  of  high 
treason. — II,  And  if  any  person  preach  in  any 
sermon,  or  collation  openly  made,  or  teach  in 
any  common  school  or  congregation,  or  obsti- 
nately a^rm  or  defend,  that  the  communion 
of  the  blessed  sacrament  in  both  kinds  is  neces- 
.  sary  for  the  health  of  man's  soul,  or  ou4;ht  or 
should  be  ministred  in  both  kinds :  or  that  it 
is  necessary  to  be  received  by  any  person, 
other  than  priests,  being  at  mass,  and  conse- 
crating the  same, — HI.  Or  that  any  man,,  after 
the  order  of  priesthood  received,  may  piarry, 
or  contract  matrimony. — ^IV,  Or  that  any  man 
or  woman  whjch  advisedly  hath  vowed  or  pro- 
fessed, or  should  vow  or  profess  chastity  or 
widowhood  J  may  marry  or  contract  marriage, 
'— V.  Or  that  pnvate  masses  be  not  lawful,  or 
-   |iot  laudable,  or  should  not  be  used,  or  be  not 
figreeabie  to  the  laws  of  God. — ^VI,  Or  tliat 
auricular  confession  is  not  expedient  and  ne<r 
<;essarY  to  be  used  in  the  church  of  God,  he 
shall  he  adjudged  to  suffer  death,  and  forfeit 
land  and  goods  as  a  felon. — If  an^r  priest,  or 
other  roan  or  woman  which  advisedly  hath 
vowed  chastity    qr  widowhood,   do  actually 
marry  or  contract  matrimony  with  another; 
or  any  man  which  is,  or  hath  been  a  priest,  do 
carnally  use  any  woman  to  whom  he  u  or  hath 
been  marfied,  or  with  whom  he  hatli  contract-^ 
cd  matrimony;  or  openly  be  conversant  or 


famiUar  with  aay  such  woman,,  both  the  laaa 
and  the  woman  shal^  ^^  ailjudged  falons. 
Commissions  also  shall  be  awardep  to  the  b^ 
shop  of  the  diocese,  his  chancellor,  commi&- 
sary,  and  (ithers,  to  enqure  of  the  heresies,  fe^ 
lonies,  and  dffences  afore^id.  And  also  jofr* 
tices  of  peace  in  their  sessions,  and  every  stew.- 
ard,  under-steward, ,  and  deputy-steward  ia 
their  leet  or  la«-day,  by  the  oaths  of  12  men, 
have  authority  to  enquire,  of  all  the  heresies, 
felonies,  and  offences  aforesaid.*^ 

Strype  says,  *^  that  great  striving  and  stnuN 
gling  was  in  the  lioiise  about  passing  this  biU. 
Beside  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  otli^r  divides 
and  lawyers  argued  well  against  it ;  it  appeatw 
ing,  as  they  m-ged,  to  he  not  only  against  trutht 
but  against  common  justice.  And  that  had 
not  the  king  come  himself  in  person  into  the 
pari,  house,  it  would  not  have  passed.''  Lord 
Herbert  informs  us,  **  tliat  Cranmer^  abp.  of 
Canterbury,  boldly  opposed  these  articles  pass- 
ing into  a  Imi',  for  3  oays  together  f*  we  sup- 
pose on  the  S  times  reading  the  bill  in  the 
bouse  of  lords.  And Toxe  say»»  **  that  when^ 
it  came  to  be  passed,  the  king  desired  Cran** 
mer  to  be  out  of  the  house  that  day,  since  he 
coulH  not  give  his  consent  to  it ;  but  that  hd 
humbly  e3w:used1iimself,  for  he  thought  lie  was 
obliged  to  stay  and  vote  against  it.  Wliat  nt^ 
guments  he  psed  are  not  known ;  but  the  kuig 
wos  not  dispJeased  with  the  prelate's  plainness^ 
as  knowing  all  he  said  was  out  of  a  sincere  in-* 
tcntif^n.  Tln)ugh  some  tliought  he  had  a  par* 
ticular  interest  in  lus  opposition  to  the  3rd 
Article,  by  reason  of  his  wife,  vv  hojn  he  had 
married  about  7  years  before  in  Germany; 
and  for  fear  of  this  statute  had  sent  or  we» 
about  to  send  her  back  to  her  friends^  iu  tluvt 
country.  In  the  Joumab  of  June  2lth,  wa 
And  a  Memorandum  of  an  order  made  that 
day,  for  enlarging;  the  time  allowed  tor  priesU 
putting  away  Sicir  wives,  which,  accoroing  t» 
the  statute,  was  to  take  place  on  the  feast  oi 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  which  was  that  very  di^v, 
but  it  was  now  prolonged  to  the  13th  of  July 
following^  And  the  dates  in  the  bill  were  orv 
dered  to  be  altered  aeeordingly. 

Acts  pasisedJj  Amongst  the  rest  of  the  |ta<i 
tutes  enacted  m  this  parL  these  are  also  re« 
markabje,— "  I,  That  religious  persons,  who 
were  put  out  of  monasteries,  ^c.  might  pur-« 
chase  lands,  sue  or  be  sued,  but  not  claim  any 
inheritance  as  descendihe  to  them.  And  that 
if  they  made  a  vow  of  chastity  after  21,  they 
should  not  marry.'*— II,  That  the  king,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  or  the  mi\jor  part  of 
them,,  might  put  forth  proclamations,  under 
sucli  pains  and  penalties  as  to  him  or  them 
uMiy  seem  necessary ;  which  shall  be  obsen  ed 
as  if  they  had  been  made  by  act  of  part  But 
that  this  should  not  W  prejudicial  to  the  inhe* 
ritance  of  any  persons^  their  o^ices,  liberties, 
goods,  ohattels,  or  lifcr— UI^  That  the  kiac 
might  nominate  and  appoint  what  ^number  of 
bps.  sees  for  bps«  cathedral  churchf  ^,  as  h^ 
pleased,  and  also  endow  them  with  posse^y. 
sions.    Oft  the  stren^tb  of  thi?  act  the  kia( 
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ereeted  6  new  tji^eprics,  ^iz.  at  Westminster, 
Oxford,  PetcrboToiAniy  Bristol,  Chester,  and 
GloQC^ste^,  and  enffowed  tbcm  witfi  ^  rcve- 
nueft  taken  irom  dbsolTed  monasteries. — fV. 
For  Settiinp  tihe  places  of  tlie  peets  in  pari ;  a 
dang  which  had  been  mtfch  controverted  in 
farmer  roigns.  B^  t«^ich  Cromwell,  the  king'? 
vicar-general,  tiiough  a  lock  or  blacksmitli's 
son,  had  the  precedence  of  all  persons,  except 
die  royal  femilv^— V.  That  it  should  be  felony 
to  tfike  in  the  kin^s  manors,  any  e^  or  bird 
q{  any  falcon,  goshawk  or  lancr,  out  of  the 
ne^;  or  to  find  or  take  tip  any  falcon,  jerfal- 
con,  jerkin,  sacer,  orsacente,gosh«wke^  laner, 
or  lai^rite  tsf  the  king^,  having  on  lihc  king's 
arms  and  ^niles,  and  do  not  bring  dmn  to 
Che  Idn^s  falconef  within  1^  days,  &c.^' 

June  £8th,  the  king  came  to  the  house  in 
drder  to  pass  the  bills,  and  to  pntim  end  to 
this  session.  At  which  time  sir  Ni^h.  Hare, 
Speaker  of  the  commons,  addr«^d  his  maj.  in 
an  elegant  and  learned  speech;  and,  finally, 
humbly  besought  him,  that  he  woald  give  tlie 
Myal  assent  to  the  bills  that  were  ready  for 
that  purpose.  Which,  being  all  read  and  as- 
sented* to.  the  lord  clianc.  sir  I'hos.  Andley 
prorogued  the  pari,  to  Nov.  3rd  following. 

The  pari,  met  again  at  the  time  appointed 
by  the  prorogation;  by  a  commission  trader 
tlie  broad  seal,  directed  to  Thos.  lord  Audley, 
of  Walden,  lord  high  chanc.  of  En^Und,  Thos. 
duke  of  Norfolk,  lorti  treasurer;  Charles  duke 
of  Suffolk,  lord  president  of  the  council,  and  to 
his  faithful  counsellor  Thomas  lord  Cromwell, 
lord  keeper  of  the  privy  seal ;  also  to  John  earl 
of  Oxford,  great  chamberlain,  and  Wm.  earl  of 
Southampton,  lord  high  admiral  of  England ; 
they  were  impowered  to  prorogue  the  present 
pari,  from  t)ie  afuresaid  3d  of  Nov.  in  the  31st 
year  of  this  king,  to  the  14th  of  Jim.  1541. 
On  which  day  it  was  again  prorogued  to  the 
l^th  day  of  April  next  ensuing. 

At  wliich  time,  being  once  more  assembled 
in  the  place  called  the  Paiiiament  Chamber,  in 
llie  old  palace  at  Westminster,  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  lords  all  present,  except  tlie  abbots, 
Cromwell  being  the  first  in  the  list  under  these 
titles:  Thomas  Dominus  Cromwell,  eques 
sacri  ordinis  gartcri,  custos  privati  sigilli  do- 
mini  re^,  ac  sus  m^jestatis  vicegerens^  [vicar 
•general^  et  officialis  principalis  ad  causus  ec- 
ciesiasticas. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  opened  the  session  with 
&  Speech  to  this  effect : — "  By  command  of  the 
lung's  m^).  this  pari,  was  first  summoned,  be- 
gun and  prorogued ;  as  well  fbr  the  piety  and 
leverence  which  he  bears  to  the  glory  of  Al- 
mighty God,  as  for  the  zeal  and  paternal  affec- 
tion He  has  to  the  lords  his  assistants  in  govt. 
and  the  whole  body  of  the  English  nation,  his 
most  dear,  faitliful,  and  true  subjects ;  that  at 
length,  by  these  parliamentary  councils,  that 
tbicu^  may  be  effected,  wliich  is  most  conducive 
to  the  glory  of  God,  the  security  of  the  king- 
dom, fmd  the  greatest  benefit  to  tlie  (iommon^ 
iirealth.  Therefore,  his  maj.  now,  as  before, 
admonishes,  exhorts^  demands,  and,  ty  liis 


royal  aiAhorky,  conimands  the  lords,  both  8pi« 
ritual  and  temporal,  that  they  would  fre^y, 
openly,  and  ingenuously  declare  their  mincb, 
on  those  things  whidi  toaj  seem  to  tend  there- 
to; and,  by  £cir  free  suffitiges,  give  a  sanction 
to  diem.  And,  on  the  contrary,  that  ther 
would  tidwe  care  to  abrogate  and  ttke  away  «i 
pernicious  and  adverse  errors,  that  conooirdy 
fiarmony,  and  prosperity  may  fiourish,  and  that 
a  perfect  union  may  be  establislied.  Conjoiing 
them,  that  they  woald  not  be  negligent  in  tliesa 
matters,  by  the  duty  and  reverence  they  owed 
to  Almiglity  Gorf,  respect  to  their  king,  and! 
piety  to  Uien*  country  and  the  conmonweakh.** 
— Afier  the  chancellor  had  ended  Kis  harangue^ 
with  the  praises  and  approlmtion,  as  the  Jour- 
nal expresses  it,  of  all  tne  oeers, 

Thomas  lord  Cromwtll,  Lni^tof  the  garter, 
stood  up,  and  spoke  to  dus  puipoec : — ^  Ua 
fint  took  notice  of  the  concord  winch  the  chanc 
bad  particularly  advised  amongst  them ;  thaa 
which,  nothing  couM  be  a  greater  boad  ibr  the 
safety  of  the  king's  maj.  and  the  common- 
wealth.  Since  nothing  could  be  more  wished 
fbr,  than  that  a  perfect  harmony  and  amtual 
consent  should  always  subsist  bc^veen  the  head 
and  niembers  of  this  national  body.  That  hie 
maj.  loved  contord  as  much  as  he  hated  tha 
contrary  vice;  but  he  knew  very  well  that 
there  were  not  wanting  many  tares  whioli  grew 
up  in  his  field  amongst  the  core ;  wliich,  by 
the  boldness  and  bitterness  of  some,  the  inve- 
terate and  corrupt  superstitious  tenacit^r  of  ^ 
opinions  in  others,  excited  many  contentiona 
and  quarrelis  amongst  those,  which  would  other- 
wise  be  pious  Christians.  Some  ca&  the  others 
Papists,  whilst  tliose  again  term  them  Heretics; 
both  wicked  in^eir  kinds,  and  not  to  be  en- 
dured ;  and  the  less  so,  by  reason  of  the  holy 
word  of  God,  which  his  most  serene  highness^ 
oiTt  of  his  btmignity,  had  suffered  to  be  pub- 
lished in  books  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of 
his  people;  that  they  might  read,  in  their  na- 
tive lansuage,  how  much  that  most  holy  gift  of 
(?od  had  been  inisenibly  abused  and  perverted'. 
Thus,  while  some  follow  heresies  and  others 
superstitions,  I  call  it,  adds  he,  a  confusion  of 
things,  which  proceeds  from  wicked  minds. 
Our  most  illustrious  monarch,  who,  as  much  as 
in  him  lies,  neither^  favours  one  nor  tiie  other 
side,  but  professes  himself  a  most  sincere 
Christian,  as  a  most  Christian  prince  ought  to 
be,  neither  wavers  to  the  right  nor  left;  but 
prescribing  himself  a  direct  line,  guides  and 
directs  his  steps  and  judgment  by  the  pure 
word  of  God  and  an  evangclistical  sincerity. — ' 
That  therefore  all  errors  may  be  .rooted  out 
to  make  room  for  thc^  true  relision,  his  may. 
makes  it  all  his  serious  ca|e  and  endeavour; 
and,  in  this  principlly,  that  all  well-polished 
set  forms  of^  the  noly  gospel's  true  doctriae 
may  Ibe  established:  Sa:ondly,  that  all  pious 
ceremonies  and  customs  may  be  separated 
from  the.  wicked;  tlieir  real  uses  taught  and 
inculcated,  and  their  abuses  recused.  And 
that  things  may  at  length  go  well,  alt  tlie  inha* 
bitants  of  this  isla^d^  especially  Kaglishiaeoy 
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•boald  be  admonished  against  bookt  wbich 
Creat  of  iutpious  and  irreverent  subjects^  by  a 
wicked  perversion  and  audacious  interpretation 
of  sacred  wiit.    Heavy  pains  and  penalties 
abould  be  laid  upon  chose^  who  offend  in  those 
things,  out  of  malice ;  that  others  may  tidtc 
example  from  thence,  and  not  run  headlong  to 
their  own  destruction;  and  be  punished   by 
laws  worthy  of  the    lawgivers. — And,    that 
Christ,  the  word  of  Christ  and  truth,  may  con- 
quer all  errors,  in  the  true  exposition  and  set- 
ting forth  of  the  gospel,  his  majesty  hath  chosen 
certain  bisltops  and  doctors  that  will  sincerely 
inform  us  what  belongs  to  the  institution  of  a 
Christian  man.    These,  the  orator,  reckoned 
up  by  nan»e ;  viz.  the  ahps.  of  Canterbury  and 
York,  the  bishpps  of  Loudon,  Durham,  Win- 
chester, Rochester,  Hereford,  and  St.  David's; 
the  drs.  Thurlby,  Robinson,  Cox,  Wilson,  Dey 
almoner  to  the  queen,  Oglethorp,   Redman, 
Edgeworth,  Crayford,  Svmonds,  Robms,  and 
dr.  Tresham,  who  were  all  to  treat  of  the  true 
doctrine  of  Christ.    Other  bishops  the  king 
had  chosen  to  expound  the  difference  and  rea- 
sonableness of  ceremonies:  viz.  the  bps.  of 
Bath,  Elyi  Salisbury,  Chichester,  Worcester, 
and  Llandaff*}  and  to  th^se,  said  he,  the  busi- 
ness of  examining  uito  rites  and  ceremonies 
was  committed.    Nor  would  there  be  wanting, 
to  the  assistance  of  both  these  committees,  his 
maj.'s  own  suffrage,  sincere  and  exact  judg- 
ment to  crown  the  whole.    Lastly,  that  his 
maj.'s  authoritv  mi^ht  not  be  despised  or  made 
a  jest  on,  all  the  kmg*s  judges  and  commissa- 
ries, who  had  offended  against  the  known  laws 
of  the  land,  were  to  be  punished,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  these  delegates,  by  tlie  statutes  in 
Ibrce.*' 

The  Journals  ipfurm  us,  that  great  praises 
and  commenclations  were  also  bestowed  on  the 
king's  vicar'general,  by  the  lords,  for  his  elo- 

3uent  speech,  and  the  handsome  manner  he 
elivered  liis  miy.'s  mind  to  them.  And  that 
they  mi>iht,  as  far  as  in  them  laid,  promote  this 
holy  and  pious  study  and  design,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  set  aside  every  Monday',  Wed- 
nesday, and  Friday,  from  all  other  business,  to 
attend  to  it.  And  every  afternoon  of  the  week 
should  be  for  tlie  same  use ;  praying  to  God 
that  lie  would  prosper  a  work,  so  well  begun, 
as  this  seemed  to  be. 

A  Subsidj/  granted.]  May  8th,  a  bill  for  a 
subsidy  of  onje  15th  and  a  lOtli,  was  brougljt 
into  tlie  house  of  lords.  There  were  also  the 
Usual  taxations,  on  denizens  and  aliens,  added 
to  it.  The  clergy  also  gave  4s.  in  the  pound ; 
^hich  exorbitant  demand,  says  lord  Ilerbert, 
•*  was  solely  laid  upon  Cromwell,  as  the  occa- 
l^ion,  which  gained  him  an  universal  hatred 
amongst  the  people,  and  was  one  i*eason  of  his 
sudden  full  after  it.'' 

Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  suppresied.] 
The  same  day  a  bill'  was  returned  from  the 
commons,  with  one  provision  by  them  annex- 
ed, tor  putting  into  the  king*s  hands  all  the 
lands  and  possjsssions  belonging  to  the  knights 
•f%Johaot*j€ruiMlcm|  which  was  read  imd 


passed.  Lord  Herbert  sa^s,  that  these  r^- 
sons  f^ere  assigned  ibr  brmging  in  this  bill  i 
«  because  the  knights  of  Rhodes,  or  st.  John, 
otherwise  called  the  fiiars  o£  the  religion  of  st. 
John,  drew  yearly  great  sums  of  money  out  of 
the  kingdom ;  that  they  maintained  the  usurp- 
ed power  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  that  they 
defamed  and  slandered  the  king  and  his  sub* 
jects;  that  the  isle  of  Rhodes,  whence  the 
said  reliffion  took,  its  name,  was  then  surprised 
by  the  Turks;  and,  lastly,  that  the  revenues 
might  be  better  employed  for  the  defence  of 
the  realm.''  Thus,  adds  our  authority,  fell 
that  ancient  and  pious  order;  not  without 
much  scandal  abroad^  both  to  the  kins  and  go- 
vernment. The  grand  prior,  who  had  t  pnn- 
cipal  place  in  the  house  of  lords,  with  some 
others  of  the  order,  who  were  conformable  to 
this  reduction,  had  pensions  allowed  them  for 
life. 

May  11th,  after  the  reading  of  6  private 
bills  from  the  commons,  and  the  lords  still  sit- 
ting, sir  Nich.  Hare,  the  Speaker  of  that 
house,  widi  the  members,  came  up;  to  whom 
the  chancellor  declared  the  king's  mind  to 
tliis  effect :  <<  that  since  the  hunt  of  Pentecost 
was  now  approaching,  and  it  was  not  possible 
to  put  an  end  to  this  p,arl.  before  that  time; 
and  though  the  king  understood  that  the  great- 
est part  of  the  business  which  concerned  his 
maj.  had  been  expedited,  particularly  the  Sub- 
sidy, for  which  he  returned  them  thanks;  yet 
his  muj.  reflecting  tliat  this  pari,  was  first 
called  for  the  establishment  of  the  public  good 
of  this  kingdom,  and  a  true  concord  in  the 
Christian  religion;  and  since  that  great  work 
cannot  be  so  soon  perfected,  which  not  only 
concents  this  kingdom  of  England,  but  also 
other  nations,  and  the  whole  Cliristian  church, 
who  have  their  eyes  and  minds  set  upon  their 
proceedings:  therefore  his  maj.  juckes  it  higti* 
ly  necessary  tliat  these  matters  ^ould  be  more 
maturely  treated  and  discussed  by  himself, 
the  bps.  and  clergy ;  for  which,  and  several 
other  causes,  the  kmg  thought  fit,  by  his  let* 
tors  patent,  to  prorogue  this  pari,  to  the  525th 
of  May  following ;  exhorting  all  the  members 
of  both  houses  to  give  their  attendance  at  the 
time  aforesaid."  Next  follows  a  copy  of  the 
king's  letters  patents  for  this  prorogation. 

May  25,  the  pari,  being  aeain  assembled, 
the  first  thms  that  was  read  m  the  house  of 
peers  was  a  bill  to  assign  a  jointure  on  the 
king's  marriage  with  the  lady  Ann  of  Cleve, ' 
now  called  queen  of  England.  'This  lady  lias 
been  mentioned  before ;  tlie  king,  during  the 
hist  prorogation,  having  forced  himself  to  mar* 
ry  her ;  but  in  a  very  short  time  we  shall  find, 
that  this  very  pari,  which  now  settled  a  join* 
ture,  was  equally  concerned  in  a  divorce, 

Cromwell  attainted  and  executed.]  June  10, 
Tho.  lord  Cromwell,  carl  of  Essex,  and  the 
king's  vicar-general,  was  attaclicd  of  high 
treason  In  the  council-chamber  at  Westmin- 
ster; and  by  the  lord  chanc.  and  other  Jords 
there  present,  committed  to  the  Tower.  And 
on  the  ITth;  a  bill  of  attaiuder  was  brought 
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into  the  house,  aod  read  against  him ;  which  I 
pa&scd  botii  liouse«,  oa  the  29th,  ^  nem.  coii/  I 
Thus  this  man,  wlio  haci,  from  a  low  begins  | 
]ung>  mounted  to  the  summit  of  glory,  was  on 
a  sudden  cast  down ;  and  is  another  terrihle 
ini^ance,  along  "with  cardinal  VVolseVy  how 
slippery  the  footing  is  of  those  who  depend  on 
the  smiles  oi  princes.    lie  was  condeumed  un« 
heard,  and  executed  on  Tower-JJiU,  the  28th 
of  July,  four  days  after  the  dis(>olutiou  of  tbis 
parliameur. 

ValidU^  oftht  King's  Marriage  J]  July  6th, 
after  the  rest  of  tlic  business  was  done  in  tlie 
house,  the  lord  ciianc.  the  abp.  of  Canterbury, 
the  dukes  of  Norfolk  and  5ulfolk,  the  earl  of 
SouthMinpton,  and  the  bp.  of  Durham,  partly 
by  the  mouth  of  the  cimiicellor,  and  partly  by 
th^ir  own,  spoke  to  the  rest  of  tlie  peers  to 
this  eftect:  "  that  they  very  well  knew  what 
bloody  and  cruel  slaughter  had  Ibrmerly  been 
acted  in  this  kingdom,  by  reason  of  various 
contentions,  occasioned  by  dubious  titles  to 
the  successioQ  of  this  crown.  And  since,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  all  these  controversies  were 
ceased,  and  all  those  titles  were  united,  by  the 
divine  benevolence,  in  -the  single  person  of  his 
most  serene  ma|.;  so  that  no  occai>iou  of  dis* 
cord  could  arise,  unless  this  should  happen. 
That  their  oaiy  hope,  the  noUe  prince  Ed- 
ward, DBdoabtcn  heir  to  his  £»ther's  kingdoms, 
should  l>e  taken  from  them  by  some  suiister 
accident.  In  that  case,  wliich  God  avert,  it  is 
necessary  for  tlie  general  safety,  that  some 
other  future  heir,  by  the  divine  gooduess,  may 
be  bom  to  them  in  true  and  lawful  wedlock. 
And  since  this  is  very  doubtful  by  the  late-con- 
tracted marriage  of  his  maj.  and  the  most  no- 
ble lady  Ann  of  Clev^  because  of  some  impe- 
diments, which,  upon  enquiry,  may  arise,  to 
make  the  vuUdity  of  that  marriage  dubious. 
Also  for  the  quietness .  and  concord  of  the 
wluile  commonwealth  in  succeeding  times,  that 
nothing  of  tbis  kind  should  spring  up  to  disturb 
it,  it  was  their  serious  advice  to  their  Jordslitps, 
tp  take  it  into  the  consideration  of  the  whole 
.  house :  and  that  a  matter  o£  such  high  con- 
cern to  every  degree  of  men  in  the  kutf^dom 
might  be  properly  considered,  it  was  necessary 
th^  the  house  ot  commons  sliould  be  also  con* 
suited  about  it^  That  afterwords,  a  committee 
of  both  houses  should  be  appointed  to  wait 
tipon  his  maj.  humbly  openinv;  to  him,  as  lar 
as  decency  would  admit  oi\  their  doubts  and 
scruples  in  this  matter,  and  humbly  iotrcating 
that  he  would  please  to  acquaint  them  whether 
the  aforeaid  marriage  was  valid  or  not;  and 
that  his  mi^.  would  permit  the  judgro^fxt  and 
decision  of  this  question  to  be  hud  before  the 
abps.  bps.  deans,  archdeacons,  anrl  the  whole 
cler|^  of  Eo(ilaiul,  now  assembled  in  convoca* 
tion.  The  whole  house  of  lords  came  to  an 
.  unaniounis  resolution,  on  the  chancetfoft's  mo- 
tion, to  send  some  oi'  their  members  to  the 
commons,  U>  acquaint^ Hem  with  the  pAftHM* 
has  of  it;  and  to  de^  that,  ailcr  due  detihc^ 
ration  had  thereon^  they  would  send  back  6  at 
their  body  to  infqniv,  their  lord^ps  of  (hf  re- 
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salt  of  their  comahation.  The  commons  sent 
sir  Tho.  Cheney,  knt.  treasueer  of  tlie  king's 
household,  and  sir  Wm.  Kingston,  comptroller, 
with  others,  to  the  number  of  20,  as  a  com- 
mittee of  Iheir  house,  to  go  along  with  the* 
lords,  without  delay,  to  wait  upon  his  maj« 
with  the  albresaid  humble  supplication.  All 
the  temporal  lords,  and  this  committee,  ac- 
cordingly waited  oh  the  king,  when  the  chan- 
cellor opened  the  cause  of  their  coming,  by 
first  returning  his  maj.  their  hearty  thanks  fi)r 
all  his  kindnesses  anci  indulgences  to  them,  par^ 
ticularly  for  the  late  act  of  grace ;  and  tlien  told 
him,  timt  they  hud  a  matter  of  great  moment 
to  communicate,  if  his  maj.  woOld  give  tliem 
leave,  and  pardon  their  presumption.  Tlie 
king  answered,  "  that  he  could  never  expect 
that  any  thing  would  come  from  them  that 
was  either  evil,  dishonest,  or  nnreasonabie, 
and  therefore  bad  them  speak  their  minds  free^ 
ly  to  hiuu'^  And  after  the  chancellor  had  de- 
hvered  the  aforesaid  address,  his  maj.  again 
replied,  *'  that  indeed  th^ir  message  whs  of 
such  a  nature,  that  he  could  neither  deny  nor 
grant  their  request;  but  that,  liowcver,  ha 
would  refer  the  disquisition  of  this  important 
ouestiott  to  the  jud^ent  and  determination  of 
the  dergv,  in  the  convocation  of  both  pro- 
vinces, jfn  which  order,  he  believed^  there 
were  as  many  grave,  learned,  honest,  and  pi- 
ous men,  as  could  any  where  be  found,  who 
would  not  say  a  thing  which  was  not  just  and 
ri^ht ;  and  to  these  he  would  commit  the  at^ 
fair  for  their  examinations;''  and  ordered  his 
letters  patents  to  be  made  out  accordingly. 
Tbis  business  was  very  soon  concluded;  &r 
we  are  told  by  the  Journals,  that  on  the  10th 
of  June,  the  two  abps.  and  the  rebt  of  the  bps. 
dechu^d  to  die  house  of  lords,  that  they  had 
examined  into  the  a£^r  of  the  marriage,  by 
virtue  of  the  king's  commission  directed  to 
them ;  and  that,  both  by  divine  and  human 
law,  rhey  had  found  it  invalid.  Which  sen-, 
tence  they  produced  under  the  hands  and  sbais 
of  them  all ;  and  wliich,  being  publicly  read 
and  approved  on,  two  of  that  rev.  body  virere 
assigned  to  cany  it  down  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons for  their  approbation.  And  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  a  bill  was  brought  in  tlie  very 
next  day,  concerning  the  invalidity  of  the  mt^*- 
riaji^c  between  his  mi^.  and  lady  Ann  of  Cleve, 
which  passed  the  lords  the  day  afh^r;  and  in 
a  few  -days  more  was  expedited  through  the 
commons.  And  Henry,  who  had  always  ano- 
ther wii'e  ready  on  the  death  or  divorce  of  a 
former,  was  pahlicly  married  to  the  lady  Ka- 
tharine Howttdi  niece  to  the  duke  of  Norf!)lk. 

July  fi4th,  the  king  came  to  the  house  of 
lords,  with  the  usual  ceremony,  in  order  to  pass 
llie  bills,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  pari ;  sir 
Nich.  Uare,  Speaker  of  the  Commons,  ad- 
drevod  himself  to  the  king  on  his  throne,  to 
this  purport :  '^The  great  world  contains  these 
several  divisions,  the  divine  world,  the  celestial 
aod  the  terrestrial  fvorlds.  By  the  similitude 
of  which,  man  is  said  to  be  a  microcosm,  that 
is,  a  little  world,  and  hath  also  3  parts,  vif .  a 
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lyead,  a  breast  and  infenor  flMmben.  And  in 
likeness  of  these  be  asserted  that  the  whole 
i^aiglisb  Govt,  was  consbtiited ;  in  which  the 
king  was  the  head,  the  peers  the  bodj,  and  the 
oommons  the  rest  of  the  machine.  In  all 
lybtcl),  as  there  ought  to  be  a  strict  concoid 
betwixt  tbehead  and  the  other  parts  of  a  hu- 
man body^  so  sliould  there  be  the  same  uni^ 
fi>ruiity  between  the  king,  the  peers  and  the 
people.  The  king  is  by  name  acknowledged  to 
DC  the  bead  of  all ;  and  such  a  head  as  most 
liappily  directs  and  governs  the  whole  English 
coustitutlon ;  by  graciously  giving  up  much  of 
l)is  own  right  for  the  sake  of  the  mierior  mem- 
ijcrs.  Iiistauccs  of  which  arc  the  present  act 
of  ^racc  and  pardon ;  the  statute  fer  freely 
devising  two  tikirds  of  each  tnan*s  estate,  &c. 
which  all  opeiily  testified  that  both  court  and 
quuntry  must  fiuudsh  and  be  bdppy  mider 
t^ch  a  ruler;  and  for  which  they  ought  aH 
there  present  to  render  him  their  most  hearty 
thanks/'  At  which  words  every  man  stood  up 
and  boxvcd  themselves  to  the  throne,  and  the 
king  returned  the  compliment  by  a  gracious 
i4od  from  it.  After  this  the  Speaker  went  on, 
Imd  saidy  *''  that  the  whole  people  of.  England, 
iu  order  to  shew  some  gratitude  to  his  maj.  to 
whom  they  thought  themselves  so  much  obliged, 
that  they  could  never  pay  him  according  to 
liis  merit;  had,  lest  they  sboaid  seem  unnund- 
ful  of  such  benefits,  joined  in  granting  a  Sub- 
sidy, by  die  consent  of  both  houses,  which  they 
freely  offered  to  him.  And  lastly  begged  his 
niaj.  woukl  condescend  to  give  the  royu  assent 
to  the  rest  of  tlie  bills  made  ready  for  that  pur- 
pose."— ^llie  Id.  chauc.  then  dissolved  the  pari. 
£or  the  titles  o(  the  acts  passed  in  it,  we  refer 
tlie  reader  to  our  list  at  the  end  of  this  reign. 
A  HckcUion  in  Yorkshire.]  Soon  after  Uie 
dissolution  of  this  paij.  a  cebeliion  broke  out 
10  Yorkshire,  under  the  conduct  of  ^ir  John 
Nevilo*  The  kin^  however  took  care  to  have 
it  suppressed  betimes;  and  the  leader  of  it 
was  executed  at  York.  This  gave  occasion  for 
the  oxecutiun,  also,  of  the  old  countess  of  Sa^ 
)ii»bury,  who  had  then  been  a  prisoner  two 
years,  in  .the  mannar  before  recited.  A  j,ea- 
Igusy  that  this  insurrectidb  was  set  on  foot  by 
her  own,  or  her  son  cardinal  Pbol's  inst^tion^ 
occasioned  it.  Not  kmg  after  which,  Henry 
resolved  to  make  a  pn^gress,  in  person,  into 
Yorkshire;  not  so  much,  sayS  lord  Herbert, 
'*  to  extinguish  the  relics  of  the  last  commo- 
tion, as  those  of  superstition^  miracles  and 
pilgrimages.  For  tbougli  the  king  continued 
his  r^our  against  those  that  dtaputod  either 
his  authority  or  the  six  Articles,.  a»A  sacrificed 
many  on  tliat  score;  insomuch  tlmt,  (as  both 
the  reformers,  and  those  that  weremaiutainecs 
of  the  pope's  supremacy,  suffered  e<fually)  his 
enemies  said,  that,  while  he  admitted  neither 
si4e,  he  seemed,  to  be  of  no  religion  at  all. 
Yet  this  was  but  oalumnyt  for  he  stood  firpoly 
^o  his  great  work  ot  reformation;  as  the  aboye^ 
meutioned  design,  in  the  nortiiem  pnjgress,  is 
H  particular  instance."  Henry  met  wuh  somo 
vfwwation  in  the  midst  of  this  e^p«lition.    Hi» 


nephew  James,  khug  of  Scott,  bad  proisiscd' 
to  meet  him  at  York ;  but  when  every  thm^ 
was  ready  for  the  royal  interview,  James  sent 
him  word  he  could  not  come,  lliis  slight  waa 
highly  resented;  but  he  met  wkk  a  much 
greater  trouble  on  his  retnm  to  London.  For, 
he  was  no  sooner  arrived,  than  he  was  credit 
bly  informed  that  hb  new  oueen  Catherine, 
who  had  been  with  hhn  all  his  progress,  bad 
been  guihy  of  incontinen<^  before  h^  married 
her.  The  proof  against  this  unhappy  lady  wasi 
somewhat  stronger  thaii  against  any  of  his 
former  wives,  as  may  be  seen  in  lord  Herbert;- 
who  seems  to  suppress  a  good  deal,  in  regard 
to  the  noble  femily  from  whence  she  sprang. 
Bui,  notwithstanding  this,  Henry  was  some- 
what puzzled  how  to  get  rid  of  her;  and  was^ 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  his  old  method  of 
referring  his  dificulties  to  a  parliament. 

A  Pari:  called.]  Accordingly,  a  new'  one 
was  called  to  meet  at  Westnimster,  on  the 
16th  of  Jan.  1542.  Where  being  all  assembled^ 
Thos.  lord  Audlcy,  still  Id.  dianc.  opened  the 
cause  of  the  summons  in  a  grave  and  eloquent 
speech,  say  the  Jonmals,  but  of  so  uncommon 
and  hnmoderate  a  length,  that  the  clerks, 
being  busy  on  di6Serent  afthirs>  could  not  attend' 
to  tlie,  even,  the  heads  of  the  whole  speech; 
which,  they  add,  would  tak«  three  hours  to 
write  down,  and  one  to  read.  Whajt  they 
could  collect,  under  the  title  of  Compendium 
Oratkmi$,  is  to  this  eflfect : — "  First,  the  chanc. 
declared  in  what  manner  David  began  hia 
reign  over  the  people  of  God,  the  Israelites ; 
he  did  not  pray  that  honours  and  riches  might 
be  heaped  upon  him,  but  only  that  his  under- 
standing and  wisdom  might  be  enlarged. 
'  Give  me  understanding|  that  I  may  seajrfa 
thy  law,'  as  it  is  in  the  psalms.  Thia  under- 
standing he  asked  for,  that  he  might  the  better 
leam  the  things  equally  necessary  for  both 
prince  and  people.  Such  was  the  case,  also, 
in  our  sovereign  lord  the  king ;  who,  when  his 
most  sacred  nmj.  first  came  to  the  crown, 
wished  for  nothing  more  ardcnfly,  or  fervently, 
than  that  God  would  bestow  on  him  wisdom 
and  understanding,  llic  Almighty  anointed 
him  with  the  oil  of  sapience  nbove  his  fellows; 
above  the  rest  of  the  kings  in  the  earth,  and 
above  aU  his  progenitors.  This,  ha.  added, 
very  plainly  appears  in  three  more  shining  qua- ' 
litics  than  others.  In  the  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  word  of  God,  the  chiefiBSt  glory  in  a 
kin^ ;  in  tlie  exact  understanding  of  the  art 
mihtary,  which  is  the  2d  rirtuc  in  a  prhic*, 
and  in  politic  knowledge,  which  holds  the  3d 
place;  as  bringing  the  greatest  good  to  the' 
commonwealth.  For  the  1st,  he  commended 
to  them  all  to  think,  along  with  himself,  how 
his  maj«  had  overthrown  and  vanquished  that 
Roman  Gohah,  with  a  sling  and  a  stone.  ^ 
The  staff  of  tlie  sling,  said -he,  was  tiie  king ; 
the  stone  was  the  word  of  God ;  and  the  sling ' 
was  made  of  thread,  twisted  by  preachers; 
which  threads,  or  arguments,  were  no  loiter, 
more  sure,  or  more  substantial  than  they  ol^ht ' 
to  be*---To  tlie  2d,  he  desired  the  Lorde  mmI' 
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Cemmoiis  to  call  to  miiid  the  king's  great  vic- 
tories, both  in  France  and  Scotland.  Whidi 
were  made  more  glorious,  in  that  they  were 

Sined,  at  one  and  the  same  droc,  in  different 
Dffdoms. — To  the  3d,  he,  again,  commended 
to  them  all  to  reflect,  along  with  hiinself,  on 
the  peace  which  had  now  continued  entire  and 
inviolate  for  30  years  together.  When,  in 
that  time,  ahnost  the  whole  universal  world 
was  distracted  with  fatal  wars;  and  princes 
9oaght  to  destroy  each  other  hy  fire  arid  sword, 
^—IVext  he  laid  before  their  eyes,  what  castles  on 
the  sea  coasts  had  been  new-built,  what  others 
joepaired,  which  for  future  ages  would  terrify  our 
enemie8,and  defend  the  kingdom  from  invasions. 
Lastly,  he  desired  them  to  consider,  that  a 
verv  few  yean,  last  past,  many  civil  dissentions 

•  had  been  composed  without  bloodshed,  by  the 
kind's  conduct.  And  at  length,  that  the  Irish 
nation,  a  people  barbarous  and  savage,  had 
been  reduced  to  obedience ;  insomuch,  that  a 
nation,  hitherto  untractable,  now  desired  to 
fubmit  to  his  laws. — ^Thcse,  and  an  innumerable 
number  ofbenefits,  conferred  upon  them  by  their 
most  illustrious  prince,  he  desired  them  to  re* 
member.  From  whence  it  plainly  appeared 
that  he,  like  David,  from  the  beginning,  had 
prayed  to  God  for  understanding  to  expouiid 
the  laws.  And  also  to  pray  so  effectually,  that 
no  king  commemorated  in  history,  could  b^ 
compared  to  him.*' — ^At  which  words,  all  the 
Deers,  as  well  as  the  commons,  stood  up  and 
powcd  to  the  throne,  with  that  reverence  as 
plainly  shewed,  says  the  Journal,  with  what 
wiUing  minds  they  owned  his  empire  over 
them ;  and  what  they  owed  to  God,  who  hod 
iximmitted  the  govt,  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
care  of  such  a  prince^    Then   the  chancellor 

.  turned  his  discourse  to  inform  the  assembly, 
why  they  were  called  to  meet  at  the  present 

'  timet  lie  told  them,  *^  That  his  maj.  had 
summoned  his  great  council,  consisting  of  3 
distinct  bodies,  the  clerg}*^  lords,  and  com-r 
mons,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
That  these  3  orders  or  states  should  meet  as 
(he  whole  body  of  the  English  commonwealth. 
That  from  thence  they  might  learn  each  knan's 

.  particular  inclinations  and  f^jualities ;  and  if  by 
chance  any  defect  or  excess  be  found  in  the 
govt,  by  their  common  advice  and  his  maj/s 
jiuthority,  it  might  be  amended,  and  the  law 
made  more  vigorous  by  takins  away  superflui- 
ties. But,  adds  the  orator,  tiiere  yet  remains 
3jprincipal  causes  for  calling  this  assembly. 
The  1st  concerned  the  hot^our,  praise,  and 
^lory  of  God,  by  an  uniw  in  faith  and  concord 
m  religion ;  siftmg  of  different  opinions,  if  by 
chance  any  new  one  had  sprung  up,  or  there 

,  nrfts  vet  any  old  one  lefl  to  aorogate.  And 
here  be  mentioned  some  particular  royal  laws, 
or  proclamations;  as,  for  the  true  preaching 
of  the  gotpel ;  for  hospitality  amongst  the 
clergy;  and  forbidding  pluralities,  &c,  Se» 
condly,  what  chiefly  appertained  to  their  own 
p)vL  viz.  that  it  ought  to  be  strictly  looked 
40to^  whether  the  king's  laws  were  every  where 
gbqre4.  bjy  H^  k^s  ^ul^i^ct^;  and;  if  4e^ 


spised,  why  they  were  made  ?  For  many  laws 
to  the  no  small  hurt  of  the  commonw^,  re-> 
main  perfcciy  unknown.  This  concerned  tho 
oppression  of  the  poor^  the  power  of  cvi(, 
doers,  who  would  ob|^rve  and  keep  some  lav^-s, 
whilst  tliey  violated  others ;  vet  so,  as  they 
themselves  would  explain  their  meaning.--^ 
Also,  the  great  number  of  engrossers;  Uio 
deaniess  of  victuals  in  a  time  of  such  abund-« 
dance,  and  against  sturdy  beggars,  The  t)r4 
cause  for  the  summons  was,  that  they  migh.^ 
search  into  and  examine  whetlier  any  new 
vices  had  broke  out  in  the  commonwealtli, 
against  which  there  were  no  laws  yet  made. 
That  if  they  oaroe  in  use,  then  new  laws  should 
be  enacted ;  in  the  same  manner,  as  for  new 
and  unheard  of  diseases,  new  drugs  and  rnedi^ 
cines  are  sought  ailer  and  tried.  He  tliea 
told  them,  that  in  the  framing  such  laws,  th9 
circumstances  of  the  crimes  and  the  qualities 
of  the  persons  .ought  chiefly  to  be  considered* 
For  example,  an  injury  received  from  a  frieii4 
or  a  familiar,  is  heavier  than  one  from  an 
open  enemy,  or  an  unknown  person ;  and  tot 
tins  reason  the  crime  of  high  treason  ought  to 
be  more  hdavily  punished/' 

Here  the  Journal  breaks  off^  abruptly,  jiwt 
when*  the  orator  was  coming  to  the  real  point, 
or  cause,  for  whioh  this  pari,  was  called.  \Mie^ 
ther  this  was  doue  by  negligence  or  design,  in 
the  clerks,  is  uncertain ;  perhaps,  the  latter ; 
that  the  queen's  disgrace  might  not  appear  so 
openly  on  record,  in  which  the  king's  nonour^ 
to  wluch  was  then  paid  the  highest  veneratioiu  .. 
was  but  too  much  concerned.^  On  tlie '^5(h 
day  of  Jan.  the  commons  presented  to  tlio 
king,  in  pari.  Thos.  Moyle,  esq.  as  their 
Speaker.  Who^  excuse  for  disabilities,  ficc, 
being  not  allowed,  he  made  the  usual  protes* 
tation  for  libe^y  of  speech,  and  w^  con-. 
flnned. 

Proceeding*  on  the  attainder  ofQue^n  Cuthe^ 
rine,  4rc.]  Jan.  2^1,  a  bill  was  brought  into  tho 
house,  and  read  a  first  time  for  tin?  attainder,- 
on  the  charge  of  high  treason,  of  Catherine 
Howard,  late  queen  of  England,  J^ne  lady 
Rochford,  with  others.  And  in  the  sihie  bill 
was  contained  the  attainders^  on  misprision  of 
treason,  of  Agnes  Howard  duchess  ot  Norfolk^ 
Wm.  Howard, &c^  On  the  28th,  the  Id.  chanc, 
declared  to  the  rest  of  the  peen>>  "  How  much 
it  coiioemed  all  their  honours,  not  to  proceed 
to  give  too  hasty  ^judgment  on  the  bill  for  the 
attainder  of  the  queen  u^d  others,  which  had 
yet  Been  only  once  read  annrngst  tliem.  For 
that  they  were  to  remember  that  a  queen  was 
no  mean  or  private  person,  but  an  illustrious, 
and  public  one^  Xl>«ref<^(^y  1^^  canse  was  ti\ 
be  judged  with  that  sincerity,  that  there  shoukf 
be  neither  iroom  for  suspicion  of  some  latent 
quarrel,  or  that  she  should  not  have  liberty  ta 
clear  herself^  if  perchance,  by  reason  or  coun«^ 
cil  she  was  able  to  do  it,  from  the  crime  lai< 
to  her  charge.  For  tliis  purpose  he  tliought  it 
but  reasonable,  that  some  principal  persons,  as^ 
well  of  \he  lords  as  commons,  sfaoold  be  de-* 
puted  to  go. w  the  <|^pen>  partly  UK  V^.  k^K  Ui^ 
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ouve  of  ibeir  coming,  and  pvtly  in  order  to  I  ywtgrday  liad  been  ddirered  to  bis  n^.  by 
help  her  wommnish  tieart,  by  advising  and  ad-  «  ^^-^  ^-  li 

mouiiibing  ber  to  have  pretence  of  mind  enough 
to  tajr  any  thing  to  make  ber  cause  better. 
Ue  knew  for  certain,  th^  it  was  but  jost  that 
a  priiioess  should  be  judged  by  cqoal  laws  with 
themselves;  and  he  could  assure  them,  that 
the  clearing  herself  in  this  manner  would  be 
highly  acceptable  to  her  most  loving  husband. 
But  that  some  answer  ought  to  be  had  from 
ber,  and  to  report  the  truth  of  it  to  his  maj. 
his  adviec  vms,  that  they  should  choose  the 
abp.  of  Canterbury ;  Charles  duke  of  $u£foik, 
srand  master  of  the  household;  Wm.  carl  of 
Southaniptou,  lord  privy  seal;  wyh  the  bp.  of 
'Westminster;  if  the  king's  council  approved  of 
this,  day  after  day,  to  repair  to  the  ooecn,  to 
treat  of  tliis  matter,  according  as  ttieir  own 
prudence  noighc  think  it  necessafy.**  And  iu 
the  mean  time,  the  sentence  concerning  the 
bill  Mgainst  her  majesty  was  ordered  to  be  sus- 
pended, 

Jan,  SO,  the  cbanc.  dedared  to  die  lords 
openly,  that  the  privy  council,  on  mature  de* 
liberation,  diUiked  the  message  that  was  to  be 
seot  to  the  queen ;  nevertheless,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  had  thought  of  another  way,  less 
fault Y,  to  l>e  put  te  the  king,  or  rather  to  be 
altoc^cther  demanded  of  him:  "  Ist,  that  his 
ma),  would  condescend,  according  to  his  usual 
ivi»ciom  in  council,  to  weigh  by  an  equal  bib- 
lance,  the  mutability  of  hU  human  affairs ;  that 
nature  is  weak  and  corrupt ;  none  made  free 
fironi  accidents ;  and  that  no  man  can  be  hap- 
py in  every  thing.  That  the  whole  state  of 
tiie  kingdom  depends  on  his  msy/s  resolution 
|o  divert  his  mind  from  all  trouble  and  solici- 
tude. Next,  that  the  attainder  of  Tho.  Cole- 
pepper  and  l'\  Dereham,  with  the  king's  as- 
sent, should  be  confirmed  bv  authority  of  pari. 
Abo  tite  attainder  on  misprision  against  lord 
Wm.  Howard.  And  that  the  pari,  might  have 
leave  to  pn>ceed  to  give  judgment,  and  to  6- 
nisi)  the  queen's  cause ;  that  the  event  of  that 


busincMi  may  be  no  longer  in  doiibt.   Srd,  that 


when  ^  these  tilings  are  completed  in  a  just 
padiameatnry  method,  without  any  loss  of 
time,  that  then  his  maj.  would  condescend  to 
give  his  royal  absent  to  them;  not  by  being 
present  and  speaking  openly,  as  the  custom 
nath  been  in  cfther  parliaments,  hut  absent,  by 
bis  letters  patents,  un^  the  great  seal  of 
^flttghuid,  and  signed  by  his  own  hand.  That 
the  remembrance  of  this  late  and  sorrowfiil 
story  and  wicked  facts,  if  repeated  before  bim, 
may  not  renew  his  grief  and  endan^rer  h\s 
miy.'s  heultli.  iiastlr,  they  were  to  beseech 
bis  maj.  that  if  by  chance,  by  speaking  freely 
on  the  queen,  they  should  ommd  against  the 
statutes  then  in  beine,  out  of  his  great  clemen- 
cy,  he  would  pardon  all  and  every  of  them  for 
it.  And  to  propound  all  these  matters  to  his 
Inaj.  the  abp.  of  CanteirburTi  Charles  doke'of 
Suffolk,  with  the  earl  of  Southampton,  were 
deputed  for  that  purpose.^  '  '  ' 
•-  Jan.  31,  the  lord  cbanc.  declared  to  the 
kMiscy  ^  thut  th^ic  message  vMud  leqnest  of 


the  lordt  commissioners;  and  that  the  king 
had  denied  no  tiart  of  their  petition,  but  had 
orderiy  granted  every  part  of^k.    That  be  b^ 
returned  them  thanks  for  their  loving  admom- 
tion  in  regard  to  hb  hcakh;  which  be  said  he 
took  care  of,  not  so  m«ich  for  the  sake  of  bi» 
own  body,  as  that  of  the  whole  republic.  Nay, 
his  maj.  'declared  further  to  them  than  they 
durst  isk  of  bim,  as  in  thecase  of  desiring  li- 
berty of  speech,  &c.    For  he  told  them  be 
granted  yet  more,  in  giving  leave  for  each  ma» 
to  speak  hb  mind  fredv,  and  not  incur  the 
pehalty  which  the  laws' had  fned  on  those 
who  took  the  liberty  to  talk  on  the  incontinency 
of  queens;  especially  when  the  said  person  did 
not  do  it  out  ofmalicc  or  ill  wiU,  but  out  of  zeal 
for  his  service."— Af^er  this  the  chancellor  de- 
clared to  the  lords,  "  that  as  soon  as  the  lords 
commissioners  were  dismissed  fttnn  his  mv.  n 
deputation  of  some  principal  members  from 
the  Conmions  were  admitted  to  his  presence. 
Dot  what  was  done  or  said  by  tbem,  Ae  ch^n« 
cellor  did  not  well  know;  only  be  supposed, 
that  they  came  to  deliver  much  the  same  naes- 
sage  or  petition  with  their  lordshim.    Adding, 
that  when  the  commons  were  dismissed,  be 
commanded  that  both  the  L/>rds  and  Com^ 
mons  should  again  be  brought  before  hnn  to* 
gether.     At  which  time  his  miy.  gravely  ad- 
monished them,  that  they  should  take  great 
care  in  the  framing  of  good  laws,  and  the  due 
ohser^'ntion  of  them,    lliat  no  man  should 
think  he  was  doing  his  own  business  singly  m 
pari,  or  that  he  whs  called  thitlier  (or  the  sake 
of  his  own  advantage:  but  to  do  the  work 
tending  to  the  good  of  the  public:  and  that. 
every  single  peer  should  reflect  how  much  he 
owed  to  tlie  absent  multitude.    For  which  rea- 
son it  behoved  both  pecr^  and  commoners  to 
be  ummimous;  to  have  frequent  meetings,  and 
talk  together  of  tlie  present  buMnew-,  of  tlie 
proposed  statutes  or  liills  as  tliey  are  called, 
which  are   before  th#»m.     For  his   maj.  had 
heard,  and  **-ith  sorrow  too,  that  tf»e  present 
practice  of  the  members  of  lliese  hoTiM*>  was 
quite  the  reverse ;  bills  being  njected  as  dis- 
advantagcons  to  the  commonwealth,'  'only  be* 
cause  they  could  not  be  understood  by  the'Op^ 
posers ;  nor  would  those  that  introduced  than 
take  the  trouble  to  make  them  m6re  intelligi- 
ble, by  cxphiining  their  proper  sense :  so  that 
many  good  hills  have  lost  th*  force  of  law, 
while  each  party  wi^s  top  obstinate  to  acquaint 
the  other  with  their  meanmg.*' 

Feb.  the  11th,  die  lord  chanc.  produced  two 
statutes,  which  had  passed  both  lords  and 
commons;  one  concerning  the  attainder  of 
the  queen,  and  the  other  about  the  methrKl  of 
proceeding  against  luuatics,  who  before  their 
msanity  had  confe»ed  themselves  guilty  of 
high  treason.  Each  statute  signed  with  the 
king's  own  hand,  and  together  with  his  maj.'S 
assent  ta  them,  nnder  the  broad  seal,  and 
signed  fdso,  which  was  annexed  to  the  said 
statutes.  This  the  clumc.  heW  forth  in  boti 
bttidsy  that  \^th  lords  and  commoiB,  mU* 
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%ere  called  for  that  purpose,  annght  Apparenthr 
see  it,  and  that  the  statat4l  might  irom  thence 
have  the  fiiU  force  aod  authority  of  a  Uw. 
Whidi,  when  done,  tlic  duke  of  Suffolk,  j^rand 
master  of  the  kin^s  household,  delivered  htm- 
aelf,  in  a  very  scnous  diecourse,  to  this  effect: 
he  told  the  houses,  **  that  he  and  his  fellow- 
deputies,  appobted  to  wait  upon  the  queen, 
had  been  with  her ;  and  that  she  had  openly 
confessed  and  acknowledged  to  tliem  the  great 
crime  she  had  been  c;uilty  of  against  the  most 
high  God  and  a  kind  pnnce,  and  lastly  nguinst 
the  whole  English  nation.  That  she  begged 
then^  all  to  implore  his  maj  not  to  impute  her 
'crime  alone  to  her  whole  kindred  ana  family. 
But  that  hjs  maj.  howsoever  unworthy  she 
mifiht  be  andundesen  in^,  >%ould  yet  extend  his 
unbounded  mercy  and  his  sio^lar  beneficence 
to  all  lier  brothers,  that  tliey  might  not  suffer 
for  her  faults.  Lastly,  to  beseech  his  mB>. 
that  it  would  please  him  to  bestow  some  of 
tier  doatlis  on  those  maid-senrants  who  had 
been  with  her  from  the  time  of  her  marriage, 
since  she  had  now  notliing  else  lefl  to  recom- 
jencc  them  as  they  deserved."  The  earl  of 
Southampton,  lord  privy  seal,  next  stood  up  id 
the  house,  and,  in  near  the  same  words,  con- 
€rmed  what  the  duke  had*  said :  adding  -  -  - 
Here  the  Journal  Book  again  breaks  off  ab- 
ruptly, and  we  are  only  told  that  the  chancel- 
lor proro^ed  the  p;»ri/to  the  Tuesday  fbllow- 
tnjB;.  This  last  *  hiatus  in  manuscripto,*  along 
with  the  tbnncr,  makes  it  seem  evident,  that 
they  were  not  done  by  neglect  of  the  clerks, 
but  by  dengn;  and  that  it  was  a  trick  of  state, 
to  prevent  posterity  from  being  acquainted 
with  some  matters,  not  consistent  with  the  re- 
spect they  then  paid  to  their  grand  monarch. 
The  pari,  was  prorogued  from  the  11th  to  the 
14th  of  Feb.  and  on  the  13th  the  queen  and 
lady  Rochfbrd  were  beheaded  on  Tower-Hill. 
April  1,  the  king  came  to  the  house  of  lords, 
when  we  are  only  told  by  the  Journal  tliat  the 

Eari.  was  prorogued  to  Uie  3rd  ofll^uv.  fol7 
►wiag. 

Privilege  of  Parliament. — Proceedings  on 
ike  arrest  tf  a  Member.J  We  shall  only 
mention  one  tiling  more,  wliich  liappened 
during  this  session,  related  by  lord  llcriicrt, 
ka  a  wrong  done  to  thd  antie'nt  Privilege  of 
Parliaments^  It  seems,  that  a  member  of  the 
Commons  was  arrested,  in  an  action  of  debt, 
whilst  the  house  was  sitting^  The  king  was 
fio  sooner  informed  of  this,  than  he  not  only 
'))erTOitted  the  Commons  to  rclea:^^'  him,  but  he 
punished  the  oAvnders.  The  two  sheriffs  of 
London  were  committed  prisoners  to  the  tciwer; 
one  of  the  bailiffs  to  a  place  called  little-ea^, 
And  tliereilt  to  Newgate.  **  By  which  means,** 
Adds  he,  *<  the  kin^j,  whose  masterpiece  it  was 
to  make  use  of  his  parliaments,  not  only  let 
foreign  princes  sec  the  good  intelligence  be- 
tween him  and  his  subjects,  but  kept  them  all 
at  his  devotion.**  ITiis  is  all  the  noble  historian 
•ays  of  this  matter;  but  HolUn^head  is  much 
inore  circumstantial  about  it :  **  Because,**  says 
|»,  '^  » the  case  btth  be^ii  dtrersely  reposed. 


and  is  commonly  alledgcd  as  a  Precffdeot  ibr 
the  Priviledgu  of  Pari,  he  had  endeavoured  t» 
learn  the  troth  thereof;  and  to  set  Ibrtb  all 
the  circumstances,  at  large,  from  those,  who« 
by  their  instructions,  ought  best  to  know  and 
remember  it.** — ^TJitf  member's  name  was  Geo. 
Ferrers,  esq*  a  servant  of  the  king's,  and  cledr 
cd  a  burgess  for  the  town  of  Plymouth.  One 
day  as  he  was  going  to  the  pari,  house  he  was 
arrested  hy  a  process  out  of  the  king's  bench^ 
at  the  suit  of  one  White,  for  the  sum  of  200 
marks,  for  which  he  stood  engag^,  as  aMirety^ 
for  one  Weldou,  of  Salisbui-y,  and  carried  t0 
the  counter  in  Broad-street.  Sir  Tho.  Moyk^ 
knt.  tlie  Speaker,  being  intbrmed  of  this,  aor 
quaiiited  the  house  with  it,  who  tbrthwith  oi^ 
dcrcd  the  serjeant  at  arms  to  repair  to  Uiesntd 
prison  and  di*mand  the  prisoner. — ^Thc  seijeant 
went  inmiediately  to  the  counter,  but  the 
clerks  and  officers  there  were  so  lltu*  from  de- 
it^'ering  the  prisoner,  that  they  tbrcibly  resistc4' 
him ;  broke  the  Serjeant's  mace,  and  knocked 
down  hLs senant.  During  this  squabble,  the 
two  sheriffii  of  London,  Rowland  Hill  and  Hen. 
Suchcliff,  came  tiiitber,  to  whom  the  seijennt 
complained  of  this  al)use,  and  of  them  required 
the  deli\'eiy  of  the  imprisoned  roei^bcr ;  but, 
they,  not  only  denied  to  deliver  ham,  but 
treated  the  segcant  very  contemptuously ;  an4 
he  was  forced  to  return  %\itliout  him  to  die 
<  Miouse. — Finding  the  members  still  Htting,  tht 
Serjeant  declared  to  the  Speaker  all  the  cir- 
cmnstunc^s  of  his  ill  u>agc ;  upon  hearing  of 
which,  the  whole  house,  among  whom  wert 
several  of  tlie  king's  privy  council  and  chamber^ 
would  sit  no  longer  without  their  brother  mem- 
ber, but  rose  up  and  went  in  a  body  to  the 
lords,  where  thair  Speaker  informed  the  chanc 
what  a  great  indignity  was  put  upon  them.  The 
lords  and  judges  there  at»semblcd  took  the  con- 
tempt to  be  of  a  very  high  nature,  and  reft^rrcd 
the  punishment  of  it  to  an  order  of  their  onm 
house.  The  commons  returning,  fifter  sonie 
debate  on  the  case,  soon  came  to  a  resolution 
to  send  their  serjeant  to  the  sheriff'^  bouse,  an4 
require  the  dehvery  of  the  prisoner  without  atijr 
other  warrant.  For  though  the  ^ord  chance 
had  ofl^red  his  writ  to  them,  they  refused  it; 
as  judging  that  their  commands  were  to  be  er- 
<xiutcd  by  their  own  serjeant,  with  his  mace, 
witliout  any  other  authority. — But  before  tlie 
serjeant  at  arms  came  with  this  Kcond  mes- 
sage, the  sherifis  had  been  told  lu>w  heinouiiy 
the  matter  was  taken ;  and  therefore  they  no«F 
delivered  the  prisoner  to  him  without  any  he- 
sitation. But  the  Serjeant's  orders  went  fur- 
ther ;  he  charged  the  sheriffs  to  iu|)pear  petv 
^nally  before  the  hous^at  8  oVclock  the  nest 
morning,  and  taring  with  them  the  qerksof  tlie 
counter,  and  such  ot^ler  olficcrs,  es  ^ere  cor^- 
cerued  \n  the  affray. — The  next  day  the  sh<y 
'riffi,  &c.  appeared  at  die  bar  of  die  house« 
when  th6  Speaker  charged  them  with  the  con- 
tempt and  'misdemeanour,  and  commanded 
them  to  answer,  immediatcftjr,  without  allowing 
them  any  counsel ;  though  sir  Roger  Chohnley« 
recorder  of  London^  and  o(ii(^  of  thc*ci^ 
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(roiinsely  offered  to  speak  in  tlie  cause.  In  the 
end,  the  sberiflfe,  and  White,  the  prosecutor, 
wene  committed  to  the  tower,  and  the  rest  to 
J^e*gate  as  aforesaid.  There  thoj  remained 
«  days,  and  then,  on  their  own  petition,  and  at 
the  humble  request  of  the  lord  uiavor  of  Lon- 
don, and  other  friends,  thfey  were  4ischarji;cd. — 
But,  there  still  remained  ai)otl>er  diMculty  to 
acttie.  The  said  Ferrers,  being  condemned  in 
the  debt,  and  lying  in  execution  for  it,  but  rc- 
kased  by  the  privileee  of  pari,  could  not,  by 
law,  he  again  put  under  execution  for  the  same 
tlebt ;  and  so  the  party  was  left  without  remedy 
/or  his  debt,  as  "^  ell  against  him  as  his  principal 
tlebtor.  This  knotty  point  in  law  was  debated 
in  the  house  for  9  or  10  days  together.  At  last 
It  was  resolved  to  make  a  particular  act,  to 
revive  the  execution  of  the  said  debt  against 
"Weldon,  the  principal,  and  to  discharge  Fei^ 
rers  of  it.  lliis  occasioned  a  division  in  the 
house,  and  it  was  only  carried  for  Ferrers  by 
14  voices." 

The  same  autliority  informs  us,  that  the  king, 
being  advertised  of  these  proceedings,  called 
before  him  the  lord  chanc.  and  his  judges,  with 
tlie  Sneaker  of  the  commons,  and  several  of 
the  diicf  members  of  that  house ;  to  whom  he 
declared  his  opinion  to  this  effect  :-^"  He  first 
commended  their  wisdoms  in  maintaining  the 
Privileges  of  their  House;  which  he  would  not 
liave  infringedin  any  point.     He  alledged  thad 
he  being  tlic  head  of  the  pari,  and  attending  in 
his  own  person  on  the  business  thereof,  ought, 
in  reason,  to  have  privilege  for  himself  and  all 
his  servants,  in  attendance  on  him.    So  that 
if  Ferrers  had  been  no  burgess,  but  only  his 
servant,  in  respecc  of  that  ne  ought  to  have 
privilege  as  well  as  any  other.     For  I  under- 
stand, sa}*8  he,  that  you  enjoy  the  same  privi- 
lege, not  only  for  yourselves,  but  oven  for  your 
cooks  and  horse^keepers.   My  lord  chanc.  here 
present  hath  informed  me,  tnat  when  he  was 
epcnker  of  the  lower  house,  the  cook  of  the 
temple  was  arrested  in  London,  on  an  execu- 
tion upon  the  statute  of  Staple.     And,  because 
the  said  cook  served  the  Speaker  in  that  office, 
he  was  taken  out  of  execution  by  the  privilege 
pf  pari.    Likewise  thp  judges  have  informed 
tis,  that  we  at  no  time  stand  so  high  in  our 
fstatc  royal  as  iii  the  time  of  pari. ;  when  we 
|is  head,  and  you  as  members,  ar^  conjoined 
i^d  knit  together  into  one  body  politic ;   so 
fhat  whatsoever  injury  is  done  or  oflfered  during 
that  time,jQgainst  the  meanest  member  of  the 
pouse,  is  judged  as  done  against  our  own  per- 
son, and  whole  court  of  pari.    The  prerogative 
j^  which  court  is  so  great,  that,  as  our  learned 
in  the  laws  infojm  us,  all  acts  and  processes, 
coming  out  of  any  other  inferior  courts,  must 
for  that  time  cease  and  give  place  to  the  highr 
est. — And,  as  touching  (he  plainriflf  in   this 
cause,  it  was  a  great  presumption  in  him,  know-> 
in^  our  servant  to  ne  one  pf  this  house,  and 
being  warned  of  it  before,  still  to  prosecute 
this  matter,  out  of  time ;  and  therefore  was 
.well  worthy  to  lose  his  debt,  which  I  do  no^t 
i^'iBh  *  and  most  conunoDd  youc  Cf^uity,  tl^t 


having  lost  it  by  law,  you  have  restored  tim 
same  against  him  #at  was  his  debtor,  Audi, 
if  it  be  well  con^idrrcd  what  an  expence  it 
hath  been  to  our&clf  and  you  all,  as  well  as 
loss  of  tijuc,  which  should  have  been  employed 
in  affaini  ot'  our  realm,  to  sit  here  near  a  mrU 
night,  aboil t  this  one  private  ca^,  he  may 
think  himself  better  used  than  his  desert.  Th» 
I  hope  will  be  a  good  example  to  others,  te 
learn  better  manners ;  aud  not  to  attempt  any 
tiling  against  the  privilege:*  of  this  high  couit  of 
pari,  but  to  stay  for  a  proper  opportunity. 
Phis  is  my  opinion,  and  if  1  err,  I  must  refer 
myself  to  the  judgment  of  our  lord  justices, 
liere  present,  and  the  other  learned  of  th^ 
laws.** — Upon  which,  sir  Edw.  Montacute,  lord 
chief  justice,  very  gravely  gave  his  opinion, 
confirming,  by  divers  reasons,  all  that  the  king 
had  said ;  which  was  assented  to  by  aU  tlie 
rest,  no  one  speaking  to  die  contrary .'^ 

War  with  Scotlarui  and  France^  In  Oct, 
1542  war  was  proclaimed  against  Scotland; 
and  when  the  pari,  met  on  the  3rd  of  Nov.  ac«i 
cordins;  to  prorogation,  they  were  again,  ad- 
journed to  tl)e  32nd  of  Jan.  following.  In  this 
short  interval,  a  war  with  Frante  was  also  re- 
solved on ;  and,  in  order  to  raise  money  to 
support  the  expence  of  both,  tlie  pari,  w^s 
summoned  to  meet,  at  the  time  appointed,  in 
order  to  sit  to  do  business.  In  tlie  Journals  if 
opening  of  this  2nd  session    by  the    Id, 


chanc. 's  declaration,  as  usual.  And,  though 
tlie  houses  continued  sitting  from  the  time 
.aforesaid,  to  the  ISth  of  May,  1543,  vet  there 
are  no  particular  speeches,  or  declarations^ 
made  by  any  of  the  great  ptficers  of  the  crown, 
to  be  found  in  those  records.  On  whicli  last 
mentioned  day,  the  king  came  to  the  lords,  and 
again  prorogued  this  pari,  to  the  3rd  of  Nov. 
following. 

Aclt  pass$d,'\  The  principal  act  that  passed 
both  houses,  had  the  grant  of  another  subsii^y 
from  tlie  laity  included  in  it.  It  was  ordered 
to  be  paid  to  the  king,  in  3  years,  after  this 
manner : — **  they  who  were  in  goods  %vortli 
20s .  and  upwards  to  5l.  paid  4d.  of  every 
pounfl ;  from  5l.  to  lOl.  8d. ;  from  lOl.  to  QO^, 
\f4 ;  from  20l.  and  upwards,  2s.  All  strangers^ 
as  well  denizens  as  others  inhabiting  here,  dour 
ble  the  sum;  strangers  not  inhabitants,  that 
w^re  16  years  old  and  npwards,  paid  4d,  fo? 
every  head  or  pole.  As  for  lanas„  fees  and 
annuities,  every  native  paid  8d.  in  the  pound 
from  208.  to  5l. ;  from  5l.  to  lOl.  1/4 ;  from  lOU 
to  20l.  2s. ;  from  SOl.  and  upwards^  3s. ;  stran«. 
gers  still  after  all  these  rates  doubling  the  sum^ 
As  for  the  clergy,  they  granted  a'  subsidy  of 
6s,  in  tlie  pound,  to  be  paid  off  their  benefices 
in  perpetuity,  in  3  years  following  j  and  every 
priest  having  no  perpetuity,  but  an  annual  sti"* 
ptwdy  paid  yeai'ly,  during  the  said  3  years,  6/8^ 
Besides  which,  by  occasioa  of  a  dearth  of  vio- 
tuals,  a  sumptuary  law  was  made,  whereby  the 
mayor  and  sherifis  of  London,  as  also  the  sern 
jeants  and  yeomen  of  their  houses,  were  lin 
mitcd  to  a  certain  Ditmber  of  dishes :  they 
were  also  fQrbtd4w  A<^  l(Uf  cevtaifK  kimi^i  (2C 
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fcwl.  NevertheTess,  in  retard  of  the  ^risat 
confluence  of  people  in  this  pari,  time,  and 
the  scarcity  of  flsh,  the  liin^,  by  proclamation^ 
(tispcnsed  with  eating  of  white-meats  in  lent, 
fbrDidding  yet  the  eating  of  flesh  so  strictly, 
that  Henry  eart  of  Surrey,  with  divers  lorcfs, 
hnif^ts  and  gentlemen,  ^ere  imprisoned  for  of- 
fending berein.''  The  preample  to  the  above 
grants  sets  fbrth  <*  the  expence  the  king  had 
been  at  in  his  vrar  with  Scotland,  and  for  his 
other  great  and  uigent  occasions."  By  which 
was  meant  the  war  with  France,  which  broke 
ouC,  in  earnest,  the  next  summer. 

Actjbr  refbfftmthfi  of  }tetigion,'\  Cranmer, 
•ml  the  other  refbnners,  took  this  opporttmihr 
tb  push  on  the  great  afiair  of  refbrmatioa ;  and, 
though  it  was  much  opnosed  in  pari,  yet  Bun- 
net  informs  us  that  his  resolution  carried  it 
thraugh,  though  not  in  so  dear,  a  method  as 
he  proposed  it ;  for  the  bill  was  cl(^ed  witli 
many  pro'visos,  which  rendered  it  very  much 
short  of  what  he  designed.    The  title  of  this 
bill  is,  **  an  act  for  the  advancement  of  true 
religion,  and  abolishment  of  the  contrary.'' 
The  preamble  sets  forth  "  that  many  seditions 
srvid    i^orant    people    had   abused   tlio    li* 
berty  granted  them  for  reading  the   Bible; 
and  great  diversity  of  opinions,  animosities, 
tumuhs,  and  schisms,  hava  been  occasioned 
by  perverting    the  sense    of  the  scripture. 
To  retrieve  tlie  mischiefs  arising  from  thence, 
it  is  enacted,  that  a  ceruin    form  of  or- 
thodox doctrine,  consonant  to  the  inspired 
writings,  and  the  ^ctrine  of  the  catholic  and 
apostolic  church,  shall  be  set  forth  as  a  siand- 
ard  of  belief;  That  Tindal's  false  translation 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  and  all  other 
books  toudiing  reK^n  in  the  English  tongue, 
contrary  to  the  Articles  of  Faith,  or  that  ^m- 
mary  of  Doctrine  published  by  the  king  in 
1540,  or  any    time  afler  during  his  maj.'s 
reign,  shaU  be  suppressed,  and  forbidden  tol>e 
read  in  the  king's  dominions. — All  printers  and 
bookseDers  are  prohibited  printing  or  vending 
ahy  of  the  said  books.    The  e;cposing  the  doc- 
trine of  the  rdigion  estaUishea^  in  plays  and 
bhiUads,  is  likewise  prohibited  under  deep  for- 
feitures and  imprisonment.     All  books  hke- 
wise  impu^nin^  die.  Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Al- 
tar, or  mamtaming  the  damnable  opinions  of 
the  Anabaptists,  are  prohibited  ahder- forfei- 
tures and  6nes.   The  reading  the  Bible  is  like- 
wise prohibited,  to  all  under  the  degrees  of 
gentlemen  and  gentlewomen.'^  After  this  fol- 
iows  a  proviso  of  some  Kberty :  **  that  it  shall 
be  lawfm  fbr  all  pei:sons  whatJioever,  to  read 
of*  teach  all  such  cfoctrine,  as  is  or  shall  be  set 
forth  by  his  maj.  since  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1340,    And  also  the  Psalter,  Primer,  Pater- 
Noster,  Are,  and  Creed  in  Enslish.    And  if 
afiy  spiritual  person  shall  preach  or  maintain 
any  thing  contrtoy  to  tlie  doctrines  above- 
nieiitibned,  he  ihali  recant  fbr  his  1st  oflimce, 
abjure  for  his  Sad,  and  bear  a  fbg20t;*an<l  for 
aHnutber  relapse  shall  be  adjudges  an  heretic, 
laier  thepaios  of  tanuag,  aad  forfeit  all  his 
goods  and  cbattks. 


In  1549,  Henry  married  the  htdy  Catherine' 
Parr,  widow  to  the  lord  Latimer,  who  waa' 
esteemed  a  lady  of  great  worth.  Soon  afber^' 
Wm.  lord  Parr,  her  brotlter,  was  made  earl  of 
EsseX)  and  others  of  her  relations  preferred* 
"  In  short,"  says  lord  Herbert,  «  the  kiag 
lived  apparently  well  with  her  for  the  most 
part ;  bvt  all  tiiis  seemed  nothing  to  him^  no* 
fees  he  parCsd  always  in  good  terms  with  his. 

f>arliaments ;  for  he  accounted  a  parL  his  moat 
oyal  spouse ;  and  not  without  reason,  for  he 
never  dcsh^  any  thing  of  tliem  whidi  they  did. 
not  perform/'  Some  more  instances  of  whtck> 
we  meet  with  in  the  next  session,  which  begaa ' 
Jan.  14, 1644. 

Heniy  assumes  the  title  ofKivg  qflreland.y 
We  meet  with  nothing  remaricable  io  this  ses^ 
sion,  but  the  bill  brought  into  the  lords  for  aW 
terinv  the  king's  stile  or  title.    Henry  had 
thousht  fit,  some  time  before  this,  to  assume  to 
himself  the  title  o£  <<  King  of  L-eland;"  and 
bad  prevailed  upon  the  pari,  there  to  reoog« 
nise  him  as  such.    And,  now  being  laid  befora 
the  house  of  lords,  in  Bngland,  they  also  passed ' 
it,  and  sent  it  down  to  tl^  commons.    Bat,  on . 
the  4th  of  Feb.  a  committee  was  sent  from  the 
lower  house,  to  desire  a  confcrance  with  thm 
lords  about  it.    The  lords  readily  agreed  to 
this,  and  appointed  12  of  their  house,  who* 
were  to  meet  on  the  morrc^w,  at  8  o'dock  i» 
the  rooming,  with  a  committee  of  tlie  same 
number  from  the  commons,  in  the  pari,  daam* 
her,  to  consult  together  ^about  tins  business. 
We  are  not  told  by  the  Journal  what  was  done- 
or  said  at  this  conference ;  but  that  the  next 
day,  the  bill  for  altering  the  kin^s  stile  waa 
sent  from  the  commons;  and  the  derk  takes- 
notice,  that  it  must  be  a  new  bill,  probably 
agreed  upon  by  the  commiAttoners,  since  it 
was  read  again,  and  passed  in  the  loads  as 
such.    It  was  ordained  by  this  act,  that  tW 
king's  stile  of  "  king  of  Englaod,  Fi'anee,  aiid 
Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith;    and  of  the 
church  of  England,  and   also  of  Ireland,  in 
earth,  the  supreme  head,''  shall  be  united  and 
annexed  for  ever  unto  the  imperial  crown  of 
this  realm  of  England.     By  this  act  o^o  it  waa . 
dedared,  where   and   before  wliom  treasons 
committed  out  of  the  realm  should  Vc  tried. 

Act  for  sett  ling  the  Succession,]  Feb.  7th, 
another  act,  of  stiM  more  public  concern  than 
the  former,  was  brought  mto  the  lords,  and 
read  a  1st  time«.  This  was  to  settle  the  sue* 
cession  to  the  crown,  after  the  dem^  of  the 
king;  whereby  the  princess  Mary,  daughter  to 
Kathariae,  his  first  queen,  was  declared  legi^  - 
mate,  and  put  under  a  possibility  of  succeed* . 
ing  to  the  throne.  And  the  whole  busiaesa 
was  settled  among  his  children  io  such  a  nui&>^ 
ner,  as  fkr  as  by  our  laws  a  king  is  warranted, 
that  aU  ciiuse  of  competition  was  taken  away 
by  it.  The  act  passed  both  houses  on  the 
10th,  tvithout  opposition ;  and  since  bp.  Buf« 
net  hath  abridg^  it,  we  think  it  worthy  of  a 
place  in  these  en^iries.  The  act  contains, 
**  that  the  king  being  now  to  pass  the  seas,  tp 
make  war  upon  his  ancieot  anemyihe  French 


Digitized  by  LjOO-Q IC 


dS9]      PASL.  UtSTTORT,  35  HtKBt  VHI.  1541— Jlm^  nked  h  « 

kuig,  mad  being  desirous  ta  settle  the  socces- 
mm  ta  the  crovm ;  it  is  enacted,  that  in  de* 
teit  of  heirs  of  prince  Edward's  body,  or  ol* 
heirs  by  the  king's  present  marriRge,  the 
Gtown  shftll  go  to  the  ladj  Mary,  the  king's 
shiest  dftn^ter ;  and  in  (ienudt  of  heirs  of^' 
hody,  or  it'  she  do  not  observe  such  limirati^os 
«r  oooditions  as  shall  be  declared  by  the  kipig's 
letcers  jpatents  under  his  ^reatseal»or  bi'his 
last  wiA  under  his  hand»  it  shall  next  nit  to 
the  lady  Elizabeth,  and  her  heirs;  or  if  she 
kave  none,  or  shaii  not  keep  the  conditions  de- 
clared by  the  king,  it  shoU  fall  to  any  other 
that  shall  be  dec^red  by  the  king's  lemurs  pa- 
tents, or  his  last  will  signed  wiu  his  hand. 
There  was  also  an  oath  devised,  instead  of 
chose  ibmerly  sworn,  both  against  the  po]>e*s 
aupremacjr,  and  for  maintaining  the  succession 
Ml  all  points  accordioe  to  this  act:  which, 
whosoever  refused  to  take,  vras  to  be  adjudged 
ft  traitor;  and  whosoever  should,  either  in 
words  or  by  writing,  say  any  thing  contrary,  to 
this  act^  or  to  tlie  peril  fl[nd  slander  of  the 
Idng's  heia,  limited  m  the  act,  was  to  be  ad* 
jttdgpd  a  traitor.** 

March  SQth,  when  the  wholes  business  of 
diis  session  was  expedited,  the  Lords,  in  thdr 
parliament-robes,  and  the  who^  house  of 
commons,  with  their  Speaker,  all  waitine  the 
Inag's  coming  to  put  an  end  to  it^  the  duae  of 
Iiiorfolk,  lord  treasurer,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Isrd  chano.  who  was  then  on  his  death-bed,-  ac- 
^uunted  the  boose,  %  that  the  king  was  pre- 
sented from  coming  to  them  by  some  urgent 
husiacss  that  reauirad  dispatch ;  but  that  bis 
maj.  considering  how  Ions  this  session  had  last- 
ed, and  that  none  hod  absented  from  it,  with 
the  exf»ence  that  must  attend  such  a  stay; 
likewise  the  great  labour  and  puins  they  had 
taken  in  framing  a  set  of  new  laws,  which  his 
na}.  had  carefuBv  perused.  There^re  he  had 
iir»t  commanded  nim  to  acquaint  them,  in  his 
miy/s  name,  that  he  sincerely  thought  them 
no  less  good  subjects  to  him  tiian  useful  ones 
to  the  republic  That  his  maj.  bad  also  com- 
manded him  to  praise  their  studious  and  ho- 
nest intentions;  4K>t  doubting,  but  that  their 
practice  and  his  love  to  them  for  it  would  ever 
continue.  Lastly,  the  duke  said,  he,  an  hum- 
ble subject,  was  commanded  to  tell  them,  in 
hisma).'s  name,  that  to  all  the  bills  which 
they  had  got  ready,  he  would  give  his  royal 
assent.  Adding,  that  his  most  serene  high* 
nesa  had  not  done  this  only  by  his  mouth,  but 
had  also  sent  his  letters  patena  to  confirm  it." 
AfiDer  which  Allows  a  copy,  in  English,  of  the 
lattersr  patents,  wherein  is  recited  the  titles  of 
all  th^  bills  that  were  to  be  knr  the  royal  assent 
passed  into  statutes.  >4'hich  bciu^  read  by 
the  clerk  of  parL  the  wlude  assembly,  says  tlic 
Journal^  burst  out  into  loud  praises  and  enco- 
miums on '  their  good  king,  who  thought  his 
subjects  worthy  of  such  giKid  laws.  Then  rhe 
duke  of  Norlblk  proceeded  to  tell  them,  '*  tliat 
now  they  were  ail  sensible  in  wlkat  good  part 
bis  maj.  had  taken  their  labours^  by  conde-, 
soiuding  to  give  to  royal  assent  to  all  and  sin- 
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gnlardielr  bills,  none  but  ose,  relating  to  th» 
reserving  of  tenures,  excepted;   which  was 
then^oidered  to  be  cancelled.''    Tlie  duke^ 
lastly,  told  them,  '^  that  his  maj.  thought  tliis 
a  fit^  if  nut  a  necessary  opportunity,  that  every 
one  of  them  should  return  to  their  own  homes.. 
The  wars  now  breakina  out  on  every  side,  and 
his    maj.  intending  this  sammer,    bj  God'a 
praocy  to  assert  his  just  right  ta  his  patrimony 
m  France,  their  longer  stay  migbt  be  a  hiart 
deranoe  to  his  preparation;   he  had  there-, 
fore  granted  his  letters  patents,  to  commission 
certain  lords  to  dissolve  this  1^*;  which,  a^» 
ter  readhig  of  the  said  commission,  was  dis- 
solved aocordincly.''    In  the  Journals  are  th^ 
titles  of  85  public  and  private  acts;  in  the 
Statote-Dooks  ottly  IS:  lor  the  titles  of  th9 
public  acts  see  oor  Hst  at  the  end  of  this  reign* 
Momejf  rmiicd  6y  a  Ben^voUttceJ]  Levies  wid 
preparations  were  now  made  to  carry  on  the^ 
war,  both  against  France  and  Scotland;  and 
over  the  latier  kingdom  Henry's  army  (^iaed 
great  advantages,  by  the  taking  and  burning  of 
Edinboigh,  and  <Hher  towns  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. Nor  was  he  less  solicitous  about  France, 
having  transported  an  army  of  30fiOO  men  to 
Calais,  and  actually  went  over  to  conduct  the. 
war  in  person.    Lord  Herbert,  and  the  larger. 
English  historians,  may  be  consulted  for  a  par- 
ticwar  account  of  these  wars.    Whatever  the 
success  was,  it  may  well  seem  not  to  be  worth 
the  expence,  when  the  king*s  necessities  drov9 
him  to  very  mean  ways  to  raise  money  for  car- 
rying it  on.    For  tliough  he  had  much  en--^ 
nched  liimself  with  the  revenues  of  the  sup-  ' 
pressed  abbies,  and  besides  had  great  subsidies ; 
and  loans  from  his  subjects ;  yet  fortifications^ 
shipping,  and  otlier  provisions  had  exhausted 
his  tnpasure.    Add  to  this,  he  found  out  that . 
his  craitY  neighbours  had  well  nigh  drained 
his  kingdom  of  tbe  current  money,  whihit  they 
made  great  advantage  of  it  in  their  own.    To 
remedy  which  evil,  the  king  both  enhanced  ^ 
our  goid  from  45s.  to  4ds.  an  ounce,  and  silver 
from  S/9  to  4s.    He  likewise  caused  soro« 
new-coined  base  money  to  be  made  current, 
though  not  without  much  murmuring.   He  had 
borrowed  also  divers  sums  of  money  of  differ- 
ent people,  giving  tliem  privy  seab  tor  their  se- 
curity. But  all  not  supplying  the  vast  expenc* 
of  the  war,  Henry  set  on  foot  the  old  practice . 
of  raising  money  bv  a  Benevolence;  and,  i|x, 
1544,  he  appointed  commissioners  to  collect 
it,  beginning  at  London  with  the  lord-mayor 
and  aldermen.    It  is  remaikaUe,  that  amongst , 
those  magistrates  there  was  one,  called  ReiMi, 
that  refused  to  pay  bis  share.    On  which  ha  . 
was  seised,  and  sent  to  serve  in  the  war 
against  the  Scou;  where,  in  the  battle  at  An- 
crara,  the  next  spring,  he  was  slain.    Many 
excused  themselves  also  by  their  penury ;  ii^  . 
regard  the  kii^  had  tak^  up  so  much  com 
frSm  them  this  year  for  his  use,  and  not  as  yet 
paying  fioH'  it;  so  that,  ip  effect,  this  Benevo- 
lence raised  not  so  much  money  as  Heoiy  es» , 
pected,  and  what  was  c(4lcGted  cama  mitk . 
much  gituidgiDg.  .-.--....       \ 
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A  Pari,  calltd,]  All  these  ways  and  hieans 
not  answering  Henry's  purpose,  writs  were 
sent  out  for  a  pari,  to  meet  at  Westminster, 
on  the  23rd  ot  Nov.  1546.  The  clerks  have 
again  neglected  to  insert  the  initiating  speeches 
and  ceremonies  at  the  opening  of  this  pari,  in 
the  Journal ;  and  we  meet  with  nothing  more 
rt»an  the  names  of  the  peers  and  the  receivers 
and  triers  of  petitions.  Nov.  27,  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  lords  for  the  abolishing  of  he- 
resies, and  of  some  books  tainted  witli  false 
opinions.  It  was  read  a  1st  tiitie,  and  com- 
jnitted  to  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  tlie  lord 
Pawlet,  the  earls  of  Hertford  and  J^hrewsbury, 
the  bps.  of  Ely,  Sarum,  and  Worcester,  the 
lords  t)e  la  Ware,  Morley,  and  Ferrers  for  ex- 
amination. 

Dec.  14 ih  a  bill  Was  brought  up  to  the  lords 
from  the  commons,  by  sir  Tho.  Cheney,  trea- 
surer of  the  household,  and  others,  for  grant- 
ing a  Subsidy  to  his  maj.  And  the  next  day, 
another  bill  was  read  a  1st  time,  for  the  disso- 
lution of  all  colleges,  chantries,  hospitals,  free 
chapels,  &c.  Which  bills  pa^ised  both  houses, 
without  any  opposition.  Ihe  subsidy  was  2/8 
in  the  pound  on  goods,  and  4s.iu  the  pound  on 
land,  to  be  all  paid  within  two  years.  The 
clergy  also  gnmted  ds.  in  the  pound,  which  was 
afterwards  confirmed,  as  the  custom  then  be- 
gun, by  the  whole  pari.  But  the  bill  for  the 
Dissolution  of  Colleges,  kc,  made  much  more 
noise  in  the  world ;  and,  as  lord  Herbert  well 
observes,  **  nothing  could  be  pleaded  in  excuse 
for  it  bat  the  king*s  necessities,  which  every 
man  must  think  violent,  when,  adds  he,  they 
retrenched  upon  the  reverend  foundations  of 
colleges,  free  chapels,  chantries,  hospitals,  fra- 
ternities, brotherhoods,  guildsj-und  stipendary 
priests,  which  had  continuance  in  perpetuity. 
Together  with  all  their  manors,  lands,  and  he- 
recutamcnts,  which  were  now  committed  to 
the  king's  disposal ;  and  tliat  they  should  be  in 
the  order  and  survey  of  the  court  of  Augmen- 
tations; the  right  to  others  yet  saved,  and  se- 
veral provisions  yet  made.  The  motive  for 
brining  in  this  bill  was  allcdged  to  be  the 
king^  great  charges  in  his  wars  with  France 
and  Scotland,  as  also  the  abuses  of  tlie  inilers 
and  governors  of  the  said  colleges,  &c.  Upon 
which,  and  the  king*s  solenm  promise  to  the 
pari,  that  '  all  should  be  done  to  the  glory  of 
God,  and  common  profit  of  the  realm,'  the 
bill  was  passed.''  There  arc  no  less  than  32 
titles  of  acts  passed  in  this  pari,  in  the  Jour- 
nids;  the  Statute  Books  give  us  only  25. 

The  King's  Speech  at  proroguing  the  Par!,'\ 
The  pari,  continued  to  sit  till  Chnstmas  Eve, 
'when  the  king  came  to  the  house,  passed  bills, 
and  prorogued  it  to  the  4th  day  of  Nov.  in  the 
next  year.  This  is  all  that  is  entered  in  the 
Journals ;  but  historians  are  not  so  silent ;  for 
we  arc  told,  that  after  the  Speaker  of  the  Com- 
mons had  made  an  elegant  oration,  on  pre- 
senting the  bills  to  the  king,  his  m^.  in  per- 
coir  made  the  following  answer  :• 

•  This  speech  is  in  Hairs  Chronicle,  who 
Vol.  xr 


"  Although  my  chancellor  for  the  time  being, 
hath  befoce  this  4ime  used  very  eloquently  and 
substantially  to  make  answer  to  such  orations, 
as  hath  been  set  forth  in  this  high  court  of 
pari. ;  yet  is  he  not  so  able  to  open  and  set 
forth  my  mind  and  meaning,  and  the  secrets 
of  my  heart  in  so  plain  and  ample  a  manner, 
as  1  myself  am,  and  can  do.  Wherefore,  I, 
taking  upon  me  to  answer  your  eloquent  ora- 
tion, Mr.  Speaker,  say  that  where  you,  in  th« 
name  of  our  beloved  commous,  k-Me*  both 
praised  and  extolled  me,  for  the  notable  qua* 
lity  tliat  you  have  conceived  to  be  in  me,  I 
most  heartily  thank  you  all,  that  you  havo 
put  me  in  remembrance  of  my  duty ;  which 
IS,  to  endeavour  myself  to  obtain,  and  get 
such  excellent  qualities  and  necessary  virtues, 
as  a  prince  or  governor  should,  and  ought  to 
have;  of  which  gifts  I  recognize  myself  both 
bare  and  barren ;  but  of  such  small  qualities 
as  God  hath  «ndowed  mc  withul,  I  render  to 
his  goodness  my  most  humble'  thanks,  intend- 
ing with  all  my  wit  and  diligence,  to  get  and 
acquire  to  me  such  notable  virtues,  and  princely 
qualities,  as  you  have  alledged  to  be  mcorpo- 
rated  in  my  person.  These  tiianks  for  your 
loving  admonition  and  good  counsel  first  re- 
membered, I  eftsoons  thank  you  again,  be* 
cause  that  you  considering  our  great  charge, 
not  for  our  pleasure,  but  for  our  defence;  not 
for  our  gain,  but  to  our  great  cost,  which  we 
have  lately  sustained ;  as  well  in  defence  of 
your  and  our  enemies,  as  for  the  conquest  of 
that  fortress,  which  was  to  this  realm  most 
displeasant  and  noisome,  and  shall  be,  by- 
God's  grace,  hereafter  to  our  nation  most 
profitable  and  pleasant;  have  freely  of  your 
own  minds  granted  to  us  a  certain  subsidy 
here  in  an  act  specified,  which,  verily,  w« 
take  in  good  part,  regarding  more  your  kind- 
ness, than  the  profit  thereof;  as  he  tiiat  sct- 
tcth  more  by  your  loving  hearts  than  by  your 
substance.  *  Besides  this  hearty  kindness,  I 
cannot  a  little  rejoice,  when  \  consider  the 
perfect  trust  and  confidence  which  you  have 
put  in  mc,  as  men  having  undoubted  hope, 
and  unfeigned  belief  in  my  good  doings,  and 
just  proceedings  for  you ;  who  without  my  de- 
sire or  request,  have  committed  to  mine  order 
mid  disposition,  all  chantries,  colleges,  hos- 
pitals, and  other  places  specified  in  a  certain 
act,  firmly  trusting  that  1  will  order  them  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  profit  of  the  c<Mn- 
monwealth.  Surely,  if  I,  contrary  to  your 
expectation,  should  suffer  the  ministers  of  the 
church  to  decay ;  or  learning,  which  is  so  great 
a  jewel,  to  be  minished  ;  or  poor  and  miser- 
able to  be  unrelieved ;  you  might  say,  that  I 
being  put  in  so  special  a«trust,  as  I  am  in  this 

very  probably  heard  it;  for  he  says,  it  is  as 
near  taken  as  he  is  able  to  report  it.  Bp. 
Burnet  says,  that  he  cannot  sufhciently  wonder 
that  no  entry  is  made  in  the  Journals  of  this 
speech ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  Henry 
made  it,  since  it  was  published  by  Hall  soon 
after. 
20 
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case,  were  no  trusty  friend  to  you,  nor  cha-. 
!•!  table  to  mine,  nor  even  a  christian,  neidier 
a  lover  of  tlie  public  wealth,  nor  yet  one  that 
feai'ed  God,  to  whom  account  must  be  ren- 
dered of  all  our  doings.  Doubt  not,  I  pray 
you,  but  your  expectation  shall  be  serve^  more 

,  godly  and  goodly,  than  you  will  wish  or  desire, 
as  hereafter  you  shall  plainly  perceive.  Now, 
since  I  find  such  kindness  on  your  part  to- 
wiu-ds  me,  I  cannot  chusc  but  love  and  favour 

.  you;  aftii-ming,  that  no  prince  in  the  world 
more  &voureth  his  subjects  than  I  do  you, 
nor  no  subjects  or  commons  more  loved  and 
obeyed  their  sovereign  lord,  than  I  perceive 
you  do  me;  for  whtise  defence  my  treasure 
shall  not  be  hidden,  nor  if  necessity  require, 
my  person  shall  not  be  uuadvcntured.  Yet, 
although  I  wish  you,  and  you  wish  me  to  be 
in  this  perfect  love  and  concord;  this  friendly 
amity  cannot  continue,  except  both  you  ray 
lords  temporal  and  my  lords  spiritual,  and  you 
my  loving  subjects,  study  and  take  pains  to 
amend  one  thing,  which  surely  is  amiss,  and 
far  out  of  order,  to  which  1  most  heartily  re- 
quire you,  which  is,  that  charity  and  concord 
is  not  among  you,  but  disorder  and  dissention 
bcareth  rule  in  every  place.  St.  Paul  saith 
to  the  Corinthians,  iu  tiie  13th  chnp.  *  Charity 
is  gentle,  chai'ity  is  not  envious,  charity  is  not 

Eroud,*  and  so  forth,  in  the  said  chapter.    Be- 
old  then,  what  love  and  charity  is  among 
you,    when  the  one  callcth   anodicr  lieretic 

'  and  anabaptist,  and  he  calleth  him  again  papist, 
faypocritv,  and  pharisee.;  be  these  tokens  of 
hilarity  amongst  you,  are  these  signs  of  fra- 
ternal love  between  you?  No,  no,  I. assure 
you  tha(  this  lack  of  charity  amongst  yourselves, 
will  be  the  liindcrance  and  asswaging  of  the 
iervent  love  between  us,  as  I  said  before,  ex- 
cept this  wound  be  salved,  and  clearly  made 
ivhole.  I  nuist  needs  judge  the  fiiult,  and  oc- 
f:asion  of  this  discord,  to  be  partly  by  negli- 
gence of  you,  the  fathers  and  preachers  of  the 
spirituality:  for  if*  I  know  a  man  uhich  livcth 
in  arlultery,  I  must  juc^e  him  a  letcherous, 
and  a  carnal  person  :  if  I  see  a  man  boast  and 
brag  himself,  I  cannot  but  deem  him  a  proud 
man.  I  see  here,  daily,  that  you  of  the  clergy 
preach  one  against  another,  teach  one  con- 
trary to  auother,  envy  one  against  tmother, 
without  cliarity  or  discretion ;  some  be  too  stiff 
in  their  old  nmmpsimus,  others  be  too  busy 
and  curious  in  their  new  sumpsimus.  Thus  all 
men,  almost,  be  in  variety  and  discord,  and 
few  or  no  preaching  truly  aiKl  sincfrely  the 

.  word  of  God,  according  as  they  ought  to  do. 

.  Shall  I  judge  you  charitable  persons  domg 
this?  1^0,  no,  I  cannot  do  so:  aUis!  how 
cai)  the  poor  souls  hve  in  coucoixl,  when  you, 
preachers,  sow  amongst  them,  in  your  ser- 

,  mons,  debate  and  discord  ?  Of  you  they  look 

.  for  light,  and  you  bring  them  to  darkness. 
Amend  these  crimes,  I  exhort  you,  and  set 
out  God's  word,  both  by  true  preaching,  and 
cood  example-^ving ;  or  else,  T,  whom  God 
hath  appointiod  his  vicar  and  high  minister 
hcre^    will  see  these  divisions  extiact>   and 


tb^se  enormities  corrected,  according  to  mj 
very  duty,  or  else  I  am  an  unprofitable  aer^ 
vant  and  an  untrue  officer.    Although  I  »9Ly^ 
the  spiritual  men  be  in  some  fault,  that  charit j 
is  not  kept  amongst  you,  yet,  you  of  the  ten^* 
porality,  be  not  clear  and  unspotted  of  malice 
and  envy;  for  you  rail  at  bishops,  speak  scaa- 
dalously  of   priests,    and  rebuke  and  tauat 
preachers,  both  contrary  to  good  order,  and 
christian  fraternity :  if  you  iuaow^  surely,  that 
a  bp.  or  preacher  erretB,  or  teacheth  perverse 
doctrine,  come  and  declare  it  to  some  of  our 
council,  or  to  us,  to  whom  is  committed,  bj 
God,  tlie  high  authority,  to  reform  and  order 
such  causes  and  behaviours;  and  be  not  judges, 
youi-selves,    of  your  fantastic  opinions,    and 
vain  ^expositions ;  for  in  such  high  causes,  you 
may  ligntly  err.     And,  although  you  be  per* 
mitted  to  read  holy  scripture,  and  to  have  tbo 
^word  of    God   in    your  mother-tongue,   you 
must  understand,  it  is  licensed  you  so  to  do, 
only    to  inform  your  own   consciences,  and 
instruct  your  children  and  family;  and  not 
to  dispute  and  make  scripture  a  railing  and 
taunting  stock  against  priests  and  preachers,  as 
many  light  persons  do.     I  am  very  sorry  to 
know,  and  hear,  how  unreverendly  that  niost 
precious  jewel,  the  word  of  God,  is  disputed, 
rhimed,  sung,  and  jangled,  in  every  ale-house 
and   tavern,'  contrary  to    the   true   meaning 
and  doctrine  of  the  same ;  and  yet  I  am  even 
as  much  sorr^',  that  the  readers  of  the  same, 
follow  it,  in  doing  it  so  faintly,   and  coldly; 
for  of  this  I  am  sure,  that  charity  was  nex*er 
so  faint  amongst  you,  and  virtuous  and  godly 
living  was  never  less  used,  nor  God  himself, 
amongst  christians,  was  never  less  reverenced, 
honoured  ov  served.    Therefore,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, be   in   charity  one  with   another;  like 
brother  and  brother  love;    dread  and  fear 
God ;  to  the  which  I,  as  your  supreme  head, 
and  sovereign  lord,  exhort  and  require  you ; 
and  then  I  doubt  not  but  that  love  and  league, 
that  I  spake  of  in  the  beginning,  ^all  never 
be  discouraged,  or  broken  between  us.    To 
tlie  making  of  laws  which  we  have  now  mada 
and  concluded,  I  exhort  you,  the  makers,  to 
be  as  diligent  in  putting  them  in  execution,  as 
you   were  in   making  and   furthering  of  the 
same ;  or  else  your  labour  shall  be  in  vain, 
and  your    commonwealth    nothing    relieved. 
Now  to  vour  petition   concerning  our  royal 
assent  to  be  given  to  such  acts,  as  nave  passed 
both  the  houses,  they  shall  be  read  openly, 
that  we  may  hear  them." 

The  D.  of  Norfolk  and  his  Son  attainted,'] 
The  Journal  furnishes  us  with  another  session 
of  this  pari,  wliich,  as  was  said  before,  was 
prorogued  to  the  4th  of  Nov.  but  i^as  again 
adjourned  to  the  14th  of  Jan.  1547,  wlien 
they  met  to  do  business.  On  the  18th  a  bill 
was  brought  into  tlie  house  for  tlie  Attaindure 
of  Tho.  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Henry  earl  of 
Surrey,  his  son.  It  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
committed,  to  the  king's  solicitor-general  for 
examination.  The  bill  passed  the  lords  on  the  , 
S{Oth,  and  wa9  returned,  passed  by  the  com- ' 
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mohs  on  the  24th.  On  the  STth,  the  Id.  chanc. 
now  the  kL  Wriothesley,  ordered  all  the  peers 
to  put  on  their  [Mtri.'  robes,  and  that  the  (Joai- 
jnons,  .with  their  Speaker,  should  be  called 
E>efore  him.  Which  done,  the  said  chanc.  de- 
clared to  both  the  houses,  that  it  ww  his  mnj.'s 
desire,  for  certain  reasons,  that  they  should 
fixpecfite  the  bill  for  the  Attaindure  of  Thos. 
duke  of  Norfoljc,  and  Henry  earl  of  Surrey,  as 
fast  as  possible.  And  for  this  cause  chiefly, 
that  the  king  might  be  enabled  to  bestow  tin? 
ofBce  of  earl  Marshal,  we  suppose,  borne  by 
the  said  duke,  on  some  other,  who  by  just 
light  might  execute  it  at  the  ceremony  tff  the 
creation  of  prince  £dw,  then  approaching. 
Which  bill  ak  the  lords  and  commons  had  al- 
?eady  passed ;  and  therefore,  because  the  king 
was  hindered  by  sickness  from  coming  to  the 
bouse,  to  give  his  royal  assent  to  the  same,  his 
maj.  had  directed  a  commission  to  him  and 
other  lords,  there  sitting,  in  his  name  to  give 
ika  royal  fissent  to  the  said  bill.  Which  com- 
inission,  dated  Jan.  27,'  in  the  38th  of  his 
reign,  sigaed  with  the  king's  hand  and  under 
the  broad  seal,  being  read,  the  lord  chancellor 
commanded  the  clerk  of  pari,  to  pronounce 
the  usual  words,  *  Soit  fait  come  il  est  desir^.* 
And  thus  the  bill  passed  into  a  sUtute.  The 
ovl  of  Surrey  was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill; 
and  it  is  thought  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  notr 
withstanding  his  submission  and  long  services, 
would  not  have  escaped,  had  not  the  king's 
dcatli  reserved  him  to  more  merciRil  times. 
.  2'he  King*9  Death,]  Jan,  31,  the  Id.  chanc, 
declared  to  both  houses  the  king's  death,  aud 
that  he  expired  early  in  the  morning,  on  Fr]« 
day  the  28th  of  this  month.  The  mourn/ul 
pews  of  which,  says  the  Journal,  was  so  affect- 
ing to  the  chancellor  and  all  present,  that  they 
couJd  not  refrain  from  tears.  But,  turning 
their  thoughts  on  his  successor,  prince  £dw. 
by  divine  appointment ;  and  the'  greatest  part 
of  the  testament  of  their  said  deceased  sove- 
reign being  read  by  sir  Wm,  Paget,  principal 
secretary  of  state,  concerning  tlwi  succession 
and  well  governing  of  the  kingdom,  during  the 
minority  of  the  said  prince  Edward;  with  the 
cause  for  payment  of  debts  arid  performing  of 
BTomiscs ;  the  id.  chanc.  declared,  that  by  the 
lung's  death  the  pari,  was  dissolved ;  and  tliat 
every  man  was  at  liberty  to  depart  home.  Ne- 
vertheless, he  advised  the  peers  to  wait  for  the 
coronation  of  prince  Edward,  wh^h  was 
yhortly  expected. 

2\utes  during  the  Keign  of  Henry  VIIL 
In  tlie  1st  year  of  this  king's  reign,  he  had  a 
supply,  by  pari,  of  two  lOths  and  two  15ths.-r- 
In  Ixis  3nd,  two  lOths  and  t^vo  15ths,  witli  tun^ 
nage  and  poundage,  for  caiTying  on  a  war 
against  France, — In  his  4th,  a  grant  of  two 
more  lOtlis  and  15ths,  besides  a  Poll-Tax,  on 
account  of  an  invasion  from  the  Scots. — In  his 
6th,  tonnage  and  poundage  was  granted,  and 
»  subsidy ;  but  the  value  of  the  latter  is  un- 
<;ertain. — During  an  interval  of  parliaments, 
(rom  the  7th  to  the  llth  yeiur  of  his  xei^n,  di- 


vert arbitrary  means  were  made  use  of  for 
raising  money.  And,  in  the  14th,  he  had  also 
a  Subsidy. — In  his  17th  year,  commissioners 
were  sent  into  every  county,  for  levying  the  Gth 
part  of  every  layman's  goods,  aud  the  4tli  of 
the  clergy;  but  no  pari,  was  called  till  the 
I20tli ;  in  which  year  an  act  passed  to  dischanie 
him  of  certain  debts ;  which  the  clergy,  by  ano- 
ther act,,  were  required  to  pay. — hi  his  23d 
yeary  he  had  a  15th  for  the  defence  of  the 
northern  borders ;  and,  in  his  2dth,  a  Subsidy 
of  a  10th  and  15th,  besides  a  grant  of  the  Fii-st 
Fruits  and  Tenths  of  all  spiritual  dii;nitie!«,  be- 
nefices, &c. — In  his  32nd  year,  ho  hiul  a  Sub- 
sidy of  one  15th  and  a  lOth,  and  4s.  ii\  the 
pound  from  the  clergy. — In  his  34tlj  year  a 
very  large  Subsidy^  for  a  war  with  Scotland 
and  France ;,  and,  in  the  next,  he  issued  a  com* 
mission  to  raise  money  by  Benevolence. — In 
his  37tli  year,  he  had  a  Subsidy  of  2/3  in  tlio . 
pound  on  goods,  4s'.  on  land,  and  6s.  from  the 
clergy  ;  besides  the  immense  suras  that  camo 
into  his' hands  by  the  suppression  of  monaste- 
ries, abbies,  hospitals,  &c, 

Pric^  .of  ProvUiont  and  Labour  during  the 
Reigmrf  Henry  VUL 
In  1510,  oats  sold  at  2s,  per  quarter,  ancl 
hay  at  9s.  per  load, — In  1511,  Oats  2s,  and 
beans  3/4  per  qr.  ;  hay  b%^  per  load. — In  1513, 
oats  2/4,  and  beans  4s, — In  1514,  the  price  of 
wages  of  workmen,  and  sen'ants  by  the  year, 
day,  &c.  in  husbandry :  a  chief  hind,  carter, 
and  shepherd,  each  ll.  per  ann,  cloathing, 
with  diet,  5s ;  common  servant  of  busbandi-y 
16/8,  cloathing  4s;  women  servants "yeariywa-i 
ges  i6s,  cloathing  48, — ^The  wages,  by  the  day, 
of  a  workman,  from  Easter  to  Michaelmas : 
a  ft'ce  mason,  at  diet,  4d.  without  6d^ ;  a  master 
carpenter,  a  rough  mason,  a  tiler,  a  plumber," 
a  bricklayer,  a  glazier,  a  carver,  and  a  joiner, 
the  same.  From  Michaelmas  to  Easter,  with 
diet,  3d,  without,  5d. — A  shipwright^  wages, 
from  Candlemas  to  Michaelmas :  a  master  car->^ 
penter,  with  diet,  5d.  without,  7d,;  a  hewer, 
with,  4d,  without,  Od. ;  an  able  clincher,  with, 
3d.  without,  5d. ;  an  holder,  with,  2d.  without, 
4d. ;  a  master  calkcr,  with,  4d.  without,  6d. ;  a 
mean  ralker,  with,  3d.  without,  5d^ ;  a  calker, 
labouring  by  the  tide,  with,  4d.  without,  6d, 
From  Michaelmas  to  Candlemas,  the  masters 
wages  diminisljed  Id.  and  so  in  proportion  the 
rest.  From  Easter  to  Michaehnas,  otlier  Id-- 
bourers  had  per  diem  (except  in  han'cst)  with 
djet,  2d,  without,  i4d.  From  Michaelmas 
to  Easter,  ditto,  with  diet,  IJd,  without,  3d^ 
In  harvest,  a  mower,  with  diet,  4d.  without, 
6d. ;  a  reaper  and  a  carter,^  with,  3d.  without^ 
5d. ;  a  woman  labourer^  and  other  labourers, 
with,  «}d,  without,  4^d.— In  1518  and  1510^ 
the  conquest  of  Mexico  was  made  by  Hemandu 
Cortes^  a  Spaniard,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
kingdom  of  New  Spain  was  laid,  A  great 
quantity  of  gold  and  silver  being  imported  inta 
Europe  from  thence,  money  became  more 
plentiful,  and  trade  diffusing  itself  every  where, 
there  fooA  appeared  more  luusaarous  armksj^ 
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greater  mngnificence  in  princes  courts,  the 
dowries  of  princesses  mych  enlarged,  and  the 
price  of  provisions  enhanced.    Spain  was  the 
,  iirst  nation  that  aggrandized  itself  by  it ;  and 
it  was  this  vajft  treasure  tlmt  occasioned  Ch.  V.  I 
and  Philip  il.  to  aspire  to  universal  monarchy,  i 
— In  15i31  was  a  dearth;  wlieat  sold  for  ll.  ! 
per  qr. — In  1526,  oars  Ss,  and  beans  4/2. — 
in  1530,  oats  48,  beans  5/4. — And  in  1532,  j 
oats    f/10  ;     leans    5/4.— In   1533,    it    was 
enacted  bv  pari,  tbat  beef  and  pork  should  be 
sold  for  {A.  a  pound,  and  veal  or  mutton  for 
^. — In  153r,  oats  3/4  per  qr^;  beans  6s.  -The 
price  of  Gtisroygne,  Guyennc,  or  French  wines 
were  settled  by  pari,  at  Bd.  the  gallon ;  Malm- 
seys, Romneys,  Sack,  and  other  sweet  wines» 
at  13d.  by  retail. — In  1543,  oats  3/4 ;  beans  6/8. 

List  of  Counties  and  Boroughs,  which  returned 
Members  to  Parliament  at  the  time  of'  the 
Accession  of  Henrjf  VIIL 

Bedfordshire  Herefordshire 

Bedford  Hereford  city 

Berkshire  Leominster 

New  Windsor  Hertfordshire 

Reading  Huntingdonshire  > 

Wallingford  Huntingdon 

Buckinghamshire  Kent 

Chipping  Wicomb  Canterbury  city 

Cambndgciihire  Rochester  city 

Cambridge  town  I^ncashire 

Cornwall  Leicestershire 
Dunhivid  alias  Lan-        Leicester 

ceston  Lincolnshire 

Leskard  Lincoln  city 

Lestwithiel  Creat-Grimsby 

Truro  Stamford               , 

Bodmin  Grantham 

Helston  Middlesex                * 

.  Cumberland  London  city 

Carlisle  city  Norfolk 

Derbyshire  Norwich  city 

Derby  Lynn^Regis 

Devonshire  GreatF-Yarmouth 

Exeter  city  Northamptonsliire 

Totnets  Northampton 

Plymouth '  Northumberland 

Barnstaple  Newcastle     upon 

Plyropton  Tvne 

Tavistock  Nottinghamshire 
Clitton-Dartmouth^        Nottm^ham 

Hardness  Oxfordshire 

Dorsetshire  Oxford  city 

Pool  Rutlandshire 

Dorchester  SjUop 

Lyme-Reeis  Salop  town 

vyevmouUi  Bruges  alias  Bridge*- 

Melcumb-Regit  north 

Bridport  Ludlow 
Shafton  aliasSbufUr        Great-Wenlocke 

bury           ,  Somersetshire 

Wareham  Bristol  city 

E-sex  Bath  city 

Colchester  Wells  city 

Maiden  Taunton 

Oloucestershire  Bridgcwatcr 

Gloucester  dtj  Sotttiiamptpn 


Winchester  city 

Southampton 

Portsmouth 
Staffordshire 

Stafibrd 

Newcastle      under 
Line 
Suffolk 

Ipswich 

Dunwich- 
Surry 

Southwark 

Blechinley 

Rvgate 

Guilford 

Gattou 
Sussex 

Chichester  citj 

Horsham 

Midhurst 

Lewes 

Ncw-Shoreham 

Bramber 

Steyning 

£ast-Grinstead 

Arundel 
Warwickshire 

Coventry  city 

Warwick 
Westmoreland 

Apulby 


Wiltshire 

New  Saramdty 

Wilton 

Downeton 

Hindon 

Heitesburj 

Westbury 

Calne 

Devizes 

Chippenham 

Malmesbury 

Crickladc 

Great  Bed  win 

Ludgershial 

Old  Sarum 

Wootton-Basset 

Marlborough 
Worcestershire 

Worcester  city 
Yorkshire 

York  city 

Kint^ston  upoti  Hull 

Scarborough 
Cinque-Ports 

Port  of  Hastings 

PojTt  of  Dover 

Port  of  Sandwich 

PortofHytbe 

Port  ofNewRomncy 

Town  of  Rye 

Town  of  Winchelsea 


Counties  and  Boroughs      -    -    148 
Members  -.-..--    298 

List  of  Counties  and  Boroughs^  to  whom  the 

Privilege  of  sending  Representatives  toParL 

teas  granted  or  restored  by  Henry  VIIL 
Anglesea;  county  Merioneth  county 

Beaumaris  town  Montgomery  county 

Brecon  county  Montgomery  town 

Brecon  town  Pembroke  county 

Cardigan  county  Pembroke  town 

Cardigan  town  Haverford  West  tn. 

Caanarthcn  county        Radnor  a>unty 

Carmarthen  town  New  Radnor  town 

Carnarvon  county  Monmouth  county 

Carnarvon  town  Monmouth  town 

Denbigh  county  Buckingham  town 

Denbigh  town  Berwick  upouTweed 

Flint  county  Cheshire 

Hint  town  Chester  city 

Glamorgan  county  Orford 

Cardiff  town  Calais  in  France 

Counties  and  Boroughs      -    32 
Men>bcrs  -    -    -    -    •    -    38 

Public  Acts  passed  in  this  King*s  'Reign, 
1  Hen.  VIIL — 1.  A  revocation  of  an  act 
made  the  8th  year  of  king  Hen.  .the  6th,  for 
going  to  North  Bergen.  2.  Revocation  of  aa 
act  made  in  the  1st  year  of  king  Rich,  the  3d,i 
fot  cloth-making.  3.  Concerning  payments 
made  to  John  Herun,  genenil  receiver  to  our 
lord  the  king.  4.  For  limitations  of  actions 
popular.  5.  Revocation  of  an  act  made  the 
3d  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Hen.  the  7t\ 
concerning  the  entering  of  merchandizes  in  th^ 
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customers  books.  6.  Revocation  of  a  statute 
concerning  infonnntions  to  be  made  before 
j  ustices  of  assise  and  j  ustices  of  peace.  7 .  Ctin- 
cerning  the  otiice  of  coroners.  8.  Concerning 
cscbeators  and  commissioners.  9.  Concerning 
the  brid^  of  Staines.  10.  Enlarging  a  statute 
conceninig  the  traverse  of  lands  seised  into 
the  king's  hands  by  iuquests  ftfore  escheators 
and  commissioners.  11.  Continuation  of  the 
act  of  attaints.  1^.  Conceming«  untrue  inqui- 
sitions procured  by  Kmpson  and  Dudley.  IS. 
That  no  coin,  plate,  vessel,  bullion,  or  j&wels, 
be  carried  out  of  this  land.  14.  Concerning 
reformation  of  apparel  used  within  this  realm. 
15.*  Adnulling  ot  all  feoffments  made  to  Emp- 
5on  and  I>udley. 

3-  Hen.  VIlI. — 1.  That  no  money,  coin, 
plate,  vessel,  bullion,  nor  jewels,  be  Ciirricd 
out  of  tliis  realm.  2.  Concerning  escheators 
and  commissions  for  finding  of  oiUces.  3.  Con- 
cerning the  maintenance  ot  archery,  and  shoot- 
ing in  long  bows.  4.  Of  protections  and  li- 
cence of  alienation  for  such  persons  as  slmll 
be  in  the  king's  wars.  5.  For  payment  of 
wages  to  soldiers  in  the  king's  war.  6.  Con- 
cerning the  true  making  and  draping  of  woollen 
cloths.  7.  Concerning  woollen  cloths  to  be 
full  wrought,  barbed,  rowed,  and  shorn,  ere 
they  be  carried  out  of  this  realm.  8.  Repeal- 
ing tlie  act  made  at  York,  for  selling  of  vic- 
tuals by  head  otilicers.  9.  Against  mmnmers. 
10.  For  curriers  to  search  for  leather.  1 1.  For 
the  appointing  of  physicians  and  chirurgeons. 
12.  Concerning  reformation  for  impannels  for 
the  king.  13.  Adnulling  licences  for  shooting 
in  cross-bows.  14.  For  searching  of  unlawful 
oils.  15.  Concerning  the  making  of  hats  and 
caps. 

4  Hen.  VIH. — 1.  Concerning  the  making  of 
bulwarks  on  the  sea-side.  2.  For  punishment 
of  murder.  3.  Concerning  juries  in  London. 
4.  For  proclamations  to  be  made  before  exi- 
gents be  awarded  in  foreign  counties.  5.  Re- 
pealing penalties  for  giving  wages  to*  labourers 
and  artiliccrs.  6.  For  seaUng  of  clotli  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  other  silks.  7.  Concerning 
peiaterers,  and  true  weights  and-  beams.  8. 
Concerning  Rich^  Strode,  and  the  privilege 
of  parliament. 

5  Hen.  VUL— 1.  Concerning  ministration  of 
justice  to  the  king's  subjects  of  Toumay  and 
Tyrwin.  2.  Concerning  making  of  cloths  in 
Devon,  called  white  straits.  3.  White  woollen 
cloths,  of  5  marks,  and  under,  may  be  carried 
over  the  seas  unshonn  4.  For  avoiding  de- 
ceits in  worsteds.  5.  Concerning  jurors  in 
London.  6.  Concerning  chirurgeons  to  be 
discharged  of  quests  and  other  things.  7.  Con- . 
ceming  strangers  bu^ng  of  leather  in  open 
market.  8.  Concerning  the  manner  and  form 
of  snit  for  the  king's  pardon. 

6  Hen.  VIH. — 1.  An  act  concerning  apparel. 

2.  Concerning  the  maintenance  of  archery. 

3.  Concerning  the  wages  of  artificers  and  la- 
bourers. 4.  For  proclamations  to  be  made 
before  exigents  be  awarded  in  foreign  shires. 
j^.  Aypidiug  dc^truettons;  and  pulling  down  of 


towns.  6.  For  the  remitting  prisoners  with 
their  indictments  to  the  pLccs  where  the 
crimes  were  committed.  7.  Concerning  wages 
for  watermen.  8.  Concerning  the  making  of 
woollen  cloths  in  the  county  ot"  Devon.  9.  To 
avoid  deceits  in  making  woollen  cloths.  10. 
For  commission  of  sewers.  11.  For  bow  staves 
to  be  brought  into  this  realm  by  strangers. 
12.  For  Norfolk  wools  not  to  be  carried  out  of 
tlie  land.  13.  Concerning  the  avoiding  of 
keeping  of  crodS  bows  and  hand  guns.  14.  For 
the  king*s  .subsidy  of  tonnage  and  pounda^. 
15.  Adnulling  second  letters  patents  dunng 
the  king*s  pleasure,  making  no  mention  of  titc 
first  letters  patents.  16.  That  no  knights  of 
shires  nor  burgesses  depart  before  the  end  of 
tbe  pari.  17.  For  cleansing  of  the  river  of 
Canterbury.  18.  For  continuance  of  the  under 
sheriff  of  Bristol. 

7  Hen.  VHL — 1.  An  act  to  prevent  tlie  de- 
cay of  towns.  2.  A  repeal  of  licences  for  im- 
porting Gascoign  wine  and  Tholouse  woad  iu 
foreign  ships.  3.  Concerning  actions  popular 
and  statutes  penal.  .4.  Concerning  avowries 
for  rents  and  services.  5.  Concennng  artificer* 
and  labourers  within  the  city  of  Loudon.  6. 
Concerning  apparel. 

14  &  15  Hen.  VHI. — 1.  An  act  concerning 
broad  white  woollen  cloths.  2.  Concerning 
strangers  artificers  for  taking  of  apprentices, 
journeymen,  and  covenant  servants.  3.  Con- 
cerning worsted  weavers  in  Yarmouth  and 
Lynn.  4.  Concerning  customs  payable  by 
English  men  sworn  to  foi-eijjn  princes.  5.  Con- 
cerning physicians  in  London.  6.  Concerning 
liighways  jn  the  weald  of  Kent.  7.  Concerning 
shooting  in  cros$  bows  and  hand  guns.  8^  Con- 
cerning^ tlie  six  clerks  of  tlie  chanqery  to  be 
nmrricd.  9.  Concenimg  the  liberty  of  cord- 
wainers  and  shoemakers.  10.  Concerning  the 
hunting  of  the  hare.  ll.  Concerning  cTothg 
called  vesscs  made  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 
12.  Concerning  coiners  that  shall  coin  money 
at  anymipt  within  England.  13.  For  the  haven 
and  port  of  Southampton.  14.  Concerning 
such  as  be  in  the  king's  wars. 

21  Hen.  VIH. — 1.  The  king's  general  par- 
don. 2.  Allured  persons  shall  bo  marked  in 
tlie  right  hand  with  tlie  sign  of  A.  3.  Con- 
cerning abridgments  of  plamts  in  assise.  4. 
Concerning  the  sale  of  lands  by  executors.  5. 
Concerning  probate  of  testaments.  6.  Con- 
cerning taking  of  mortuaries.  7.  Against  ser- 
vants embezzling  their  masters  ^oods.  8. 
Against  the  killing  of  calves.  9.  Limiting  the 
price  of  hats  and  cap^  brought  from  beyond 
sea.  10.  Against  carrying  out  9f  brass,  lattin, 
and  copper.  11.  For  restitution  of  goods  fe- 
loniously stolen.  12.  For  true  making  of  cable.H, 
halsers,  and  ropes,  in  Burport.  13.  Against 
pluraUties  of  benefices,  taking  of  farms  by 
spiritiml  men,  and  for  residence.  14.  Con-  • 
ceming  linen  cloth  called  dowlas  and  lock- 
erams.  16.  Termers  may  enjoy  their  leases 
against  recoveries  had  by  feigned  titles.  16. 
Concerning  artificers  strangers.  Ihe  decree 
made  in  the  star-chamber  tor  iMtificcn  $tnm*. 
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gers  by  the  king's  most  honourable  conncil,  ' 
the  20th  day  of  Feb.  in  the  20th  yi*ar  ot  the 
reign  of  onr  soverei^  lord  king  Hen.  the  8th. 
17.  For  the  adnuJImg  of  the  Inters  patents 
made  to  the  city  of  York,  concerning  the  ship- 
ping  of   wools.      18.  Concerning   Newcastle  ' 
upon  Tync,  and  the  port  and  haven  thCreunto 
liclonging.    19.  Concerning  avowries.    20.  The  ' 
president  of  the  council  shall  he  associate  with  ' 
the  cfaanc.  and  trcas.  for  pun'tshini;  of  riots. 
11.  Concerning  making  ot  worsteds  in  Yar- | 
mouth  and  Lvnne.  I 

22  Hen.  VHI.— 1.  Against  regrating  of  I 
wools.  2.  Concerning  the  trial  of  foreign  pleas 
pleaded  by  felons.  3.  For  Plumsread  marsh.' 
4,  Coucemine;  exactions  levied  on  apprentices, 
a'.  For  repairing  and  amending  of  bridges  and 
bighways.  6.  Concerning  tanners  and  butchers. 
7.  Against  conveying  of  horses  out  of  this 
i^Balm.  8.  For  denizens  sininpcrs  to  pav 
fttnuigcrs  customs.  9.  Against  poisoning.  10. 
Concerning  outlandish  people  calling  them- 
selves F^gyptians.  11.  Concemhig  powdike  in 
iDarsh-land.  12.  Directing  how  aged,  poor, 
and  impotent  persons,  compelled  to  live  by 
iiims,-  shall  be  ordered;  ana  bow  vajzabonds 
and  beggars  shall  be  punished.     13.  That  no 

Cersons  strangers,  being  a  common  baker, 
rcwer,  chirui^eon,  or  scrivener,  shall  be  ac- 
counted handicrafts-men.  1^.  How  persons 
committing  petit  treason,  murder,  or  felony, 
shaH  abjure.  15.  The  king's  general  pardon 
for  his  spiritual  subjects  of  the  province  of 
Cantcrbiiry.  16.  The  king^s  general  pardon 
ft)r  his  temporAl  subjects. 

13  Hen.  VIII.— 1.  An  act*  that  no  person 
convicted  of  petit  treason,  murder,  or  felony, 
shall  be  admitted  to  his  clergy,  under  a  sub- 
deacon.  2.  For  the  makins  of  gaols  within 
this  realm.  3.  Against  perjury,  and  untrue 
verdicts.  4.  No  brewei-s  shall  make  their  bar- 
rels, kilderkins,  or  firkins;  and  how  much  the 
same  barrels,  kilderkins,  and  firkins  shall  con- 
tain. 5.  Concerning  commissions  of  sewers. 
6»  Concemln]^  recognizances  to  be  taken  by 
the  two  chief  justices,  imd  the  recorder  of 
Jiondon.  7.  That  the  statutes  made  for  the 
inainteuance  of  the  navy  of  this  realm  shall 
stand  in  full  strength :  and  how  Cascoigne  and 
French  wines  shall  be  brought  in,  ami  the 
same  and  other  wines  sold.  8.  Concerning 
the  amending  and  maintenance  of  the  havens 
and  ports  of  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  Teign- 
mouth,  Falmouth,  and  Fowev,  in  the  counties 
of  Devonshire  and  Cornwall.  P.  That  no 
person  shall  be  cited  out  of  the  diocese  where 
he  or  she  dwclleth,  except  in  certain  cases. 
10.  Against  feoffment^  ^d  assurance  of  lands 
und  tenements  made  to  the  use  of  any  parish 
church,  cbapd,  or  such  like.  11.  Concerning 
breaking  prison  by  clerks  convict.  12.  For 
exactions  of  tolls  by  the  Severn  side.  13.  For 
trial  of  murders  in  cities  and  town.  14.  Pro- 
cess of  outlawry  to  lie  in  actibns  on  the  statute 
of  5  R.  2,  anfl  in  covenant  and  annuity.  15^ 
That  the  defendant  shall  recover  costs  against 
the  |ilainti£r,  if  the  plaintiif  be  nonsuited,  or 


if  tRe  verdict  pass  agaiijst  him.  16.  N© 
Englishman  shall  sell,  exchange,  or  deliver, 
to  be  conveyed  into  Scotland,  any  horse,  gekl« 
ing,  or  marc,  without  the  king's  licence.  IT". 
Concerning  the  true  winding  of  wools.  18, 
Concerning  pulling  down  fishgartbs,  pBeSj 
stakes,  hecks,  and  other  enguies  set  in  the 
rivers  of  Owse  and  Humber.  19.  The  kine's 
gracious  and  free  pardon  for  his  spiritual  sub- 
jects within  the  province  of  York. 

24  Hen.  VIII. — 1.  An  act  concerning  true 
tanning  and  currying  of  leather.  2.  Concern- 
ing the  true  dying  of  woollen  cloths.  3.  For 
flesh  to  be  sold  by  weiglit,  and  the  prizes  sei 
down.  4.  Concerning  sowing  of  flax  aa(| 
hemp.  5.  Where  a  man  killing  a  thief,  shall 
not  forfeit  his  goods.  6.  Concerning  the  sale 
of'  wines.  7.  To  continue  a  former  act  made 
against  killing  of  calves.  8.  That  the  defcnd^t 
am  shall  not  recover  costs  against  the  plaintiff 
in  any  action  commenced  or  prosecuted  to  the 
kinc*s  use.  9.  Against  killing  of  yoang  beasts 
called  weanlings.  10.  For  the  destroying  of 
crows  and  rooks.  11.  For  paving  tlje  h]gh<« 
way  between  Strond^cross  and  Charii^g-cross, 
12.  That  appeals  to  the  see  of  Rome  shall  not 
from  henceforth  be  had  nor  used,  bat  within 
this  realm.  13.  For  reformatbo  of  excess  in 
apparel.        

25  Hen,  VTH. — 1,  An  act  concerning  gra- 
ziers and  butchers,  and  selling  of  flesh  by 
weight.  2.  For  proclamation  to  be  made  con- 
cerning victuals.  3.  That  such  persons  as  will 
stand  mute,  and  not  answer,  when  they  are 
arraigned  for  felony,  shall  lose  the  benefit  of 
clergy.  4.  Against  forestallers  and  regrators, 
5.  For  the  avoiding  of  deceipts  in  callcndering 
worsteds.  6.  For  the  punishment  of  the  vice 
of  buggery.  7.  Against  killing  of  young  spawn 
or  fry  ot  fish.  8.  For  paving  of  Holbourn^ 
9.'  Concerning  pewterers.  10.  That  every 
commissioner  of^  sewers  refusing  to  take  the 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken,  shall  forfeit  ta 
the  king  5  marks.  11.  Against  taking  of  wilci 
fowl  between  the  last  day  of  May  and  the  last 
day  of  August.  12.  Concerning  the  attainder 
of  Eliz.  Barton  and  others.  13,  limiting  what 
number  of  sheep  men  shall  keep,  occupy,  an<| 
have  in  their  own  possession  at  otie  time.  14. 
For  punishing  of^  heresy.  15.  Concerning 
printers  and  binders  of  books.  16.  That  every 
judge  of  the  high  courts  may  hare  one  chaplaii^ 
beneficed  with  cure.  17.  Concerning  shooting 
in  cross-bows  and  hand-guns.  18.  For  clothiers 
witliin  the  county  of  \\^rcester.  19.  Shewin* 
the  submission  of  the  clergy  to  the  king,  an5 
to  give  power  to  certain  persons,  with  th^ 
king's  consent  and  allowance,  to  make  canons 
and  constitutions.  90.  Against  payment  of 
first-fruits  to  the  pope,  and  the  manner  how 
bishops  shall  be  elected.  21.  Concerning 
Peter-pence  and  dispensations.  22.  Declaring 
the  establishment  of  the  succession  of  the  king^ 
most  royal  majesty  in  the  imperial  crown  of 
this  realm. 

20  Hen.  VIII. — 1.  An  act  concerning  the 
kuig's  highaess  to  b^  supreme  l^a^d  of  tha 
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church  of,  fingJaod,  and  to  hav-e  authority  to 
redress  all  errors,  heresies,  and  abuses  in  the 
same.  2.  Ratifying  the  oath  tliat  every  of  the 
king's  subjects  liath  takeo,  and  hereafter  shall 
be  bound  to  take,  for  due  observation  of  the 
act  made  for  the  surety  of  the  succession  of 
the  king's  highness  m  the  crown  of  the  realm. 

3.  Concerning  the  payments  of  first-fruits  of 
all  dignities,  benefices  and  promotions  sfiiri- 
tual,  and  also  concerning  one  annual  pension 
of  the  10th  ^art  of  all  the  possessions  of  the 
churchy  spiritual  and  temporal,  granted  to  the 
king's  highness  and  his  heirs.  4.  For  punish- 
ment of  perjury  of  jurors  in  the  lordships 
marchers  m  Wales.  5.  That  keepers  of  femes 
on  the  water  of  Severn  shall  not  convey  in  their 
ferry-boats  any  manner  of  persons,  go'^ds  or 
chattels,  after  the  sun  going  down  till  the  sun 
be  up.  6.  That  murders  and  felonies  done  or 
committed  within  any  lordships  marchers  in 
Wales,  shall  be  inquired  of  at  the  session^ 
holden  within  the  shire-grounds  next  adjoining, 
with  many  good  orders  for  ministration  of  jus- 
tice there  to  be  bad.  7.  For  amending  ol 
highways  in  Sussex.  8.  For  the  re-edifying  of 
void  grounds  in  the  city  of  Norwich.  9.  For 
the  re-edifying  of  void  grounds  within  the  town 
of  Lyn.  10.  Whereby  the  king's  highness  hatli 
autliority  to  repeal  the  statute  made  for  re- 
ftraint  of  wines  to  come  in  afore  Candlemas. 
11.  For  punishment  of  Welshmen  attempting 
any  assaults  or  frays  upon  any  the  inhabitants 
ot'  Hereford,  Gloucester  and  Salop.  12.  For 
purgation  of  convicts  in  Wales.  13.  Wherebv 
divers  offences  be  made  high  treason,  and 
taking  away  all  sanctuaries  for  all  manner  ot" 
high  treasons.  14.  For  nomination  and  con- 
secration of  suffragans  within  this  realm.  15. 
For  taking  away  certain  exactions  taken  witliin 
the  arcluieiiconry  of  Richmond  by  spiritual 
men.  16.  For  making  of  worsteds  in  the  city  of 
Norwich,  and  in  the  towns  of  Lyn  and  Yar- 
mouth. 17.  That  no  fanners  or  spiritual  per- 
sons shall  be  compelled  or  charecfl  to  pay  for 
their  lessors  first-i'ruits,  or  yearly  pensions  of 
the  lOlhs  granted  to  the  king's  highness.  10. 
Concerning  tlie  king's  general  and  free  pardon 
granted  by  his  highness,  ly.  For  granting  of 
15ths  and'lOllis. 

27  H  n.  Vlil. — 1.  An  act  for  the  rc-pdify- 
jng  of  the  towns  of  Gloucester,  Nottingham, 
Nortliampton,  and  other  towns.  2.  For  the 
counterfeiting  of  the  sign  manual,  signet,  or 
privy  seal  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  to  bo 
from  henceforth  ttiken  and  adjudged  high  trea- 
son. S.  Taking  away  exactions  taken  by  iFie 
mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Hull. 

4.  Declaring  the  order  and  punisliracnt  of  pi- 
rates and  robbers  on  the  sea.  5.  For  making 
justices  of  peace  in  Chester  and  Wales.  6. 
For  increase  and  breed  of  horses.  7.  Against 
unlawful  exactions  and  usages  taken  and  used 
in  the  forests  of'  Wales.  8.  That  the  king's 
spiritual  subjects  shall  pay  no  tenths  of  their 
spiritual  promotions  for  that  1st  year  for  vvhich 
tfiey  paid  their  first-fruits.  9.  Whereby  all 
butchers  be  licensed  to  s^  flesh  byxetail^  unto 


the  24th  day  of  April,  wlxich  shall  be  in  the 
year  of  our  lord  1340.  10.  Expressing  an 
order  for  uses  and  wills.  11.  Concerning; 
clerks  for  tlie  signet  and  privy  seal.  12.  For 
tlie  true  making  of  woollen  cloths.  13.  That 
white  woollen  cloths  of  4  pounds  and  under, 
and  coloured  cloths  of  3  pounds  and  undet^ 
may  be  from  henceforth  cai-ried  over  the  sea, 
14.  Concerning  the  custom  of  leather.  15, 
Whereby  the  king's  majesty  shall  have  nower 
to  nominate  32  persons  of  his  clei^  and  lait/ 
for  making  of  ecclesiastical  laws.  10.  Con- 
cerning inrolmcnts  of  bargains  and  contracts 
of  lands  and  tenements.  17.  Concerning  such 
as  be  put  in  trust  1^  their  mastei*s,  and  after 
do  rob  tliem.  18.  For  the  preservation  of  tlie 
river  of /Thames.  19.  limiting  an  order  for 
sanctuaries  and  sanctuary  persons.  20.  Con- 
ceriyng  an  order  for  tithes  througli  the  realm. 
21.  Limiting  an  order  for  payment  of  tithes 
within  the  city  of  London.  22.  Concerning 
decays  of  houses  and  inclosures.  23.  For  the 
preservation  of  the  havens  and  ports  in  the 
counties  of  Devon  and  Cornwall.  24.  For 
continuing  of  certain  liberties  and  franchises 
heretofore  taken  from  the  crown.  25.  For 
punishment  of  sturdy  vagabonds  and  beggars. 
26.  for  laws  and  justice  to  be  ministered  in 
Wales  in  like  form  as  it  is  in  this  realm.  27. 
Establishing  the  court  of  augmentations.  28. 
All  monasteries  given  to  tlie  kingj  which  have 
not  lands  above  2001.  by  the  year. 

28  Hen.  VUL— 1.  An  act  tliat  felons  ab- 
juring for  petit  treason,  murder  or  felony,  shall 
not  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  their  clergy. 

2.  For  continuing  of  two  statutes  made  in  tlie 
last  pari,  touching  such  as  go  away  with  cask- 
ets, jewels,  goods  or  plate  of  tlieir  masters. 

3.  Giving  the  kind's  highness  authority  newly 
to  allot  the  townships  in  the  shires  and  marches 
of  Wales  at  any  time  witliin  3  years  next  en- 
suing. 4.  Repealmg  the  statute  lately  made 
for  the  bringmg  in  of  dowlas  and  lockerains. 
5.  For  avoiding  of  exactions  taken  upon  ap- 
prentices in  the  cities,  borouglis  and  towns 
corporate.  (J?  For  the  continuance  of  the  sta- 
tutes for  beggars  and  vagabonds ;  and  against 
conveyance  of  horses  and  mares  out  of  this 
realm  ;  and  against  Welshmen  making  affrays 
in  the  county  of  Hereford,  Gloucester,  and 
Salop ;  and  against  the  vice  of  bugjgery.  7. 
For  the  estabiisliment  of  the  imperial  crown 
of  this  realm.  8.  For  the  continuance  of  the 
statute  against  the  carriage  oi'  brass,  lattin  and 
copper  out  of  this  realm ;  and  for  making  of 
cables  and  ropes,  lor  tlie  winding  of  wools, 
and  ao^ainst  ktiiiug  of  wainlings  under  the  age. 
of  2  years.  9.  For  continuance  of  the  sta- 
tutes of  perjury,  for  making  of  gaols,  for  pew- 
tercrs,  and  for  sowing  of  flax  and  hemp.  10.^ 
Extinguisiiing  the  authority  of  the  bishop  of 
Rome.  11.  For  the  restitution  of  the  lirst- 
fruits  in  time  of  vacation  to  the  next  incum- 
bent. 12.  Declfiriiig  tke  limits  of  the  king's 
palace  of  Westminster.  13.  For  compelling 
spiritual  persons  to  keep  residence  upon  their 
.benefices.     14.  Limiting  tlie  j)rices  of  wines. 
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15.  For  punishment  of  pirates  and  robbers  on 
the  sea.  16.  For  the  releiu^e  of  such  as  have 
obtained  pretended  licences  and  dispensations 
from  the  see  of  Rome.  17.  Giving  authority 
to  such  as  shall  succeed  in  the  crown  of  tins 
realm,  when  they  cowc  to  the  age  of  24  years, 
to  make  frustrate  such  acts  as  shall  be  made 
before  that  time.  18.  Concerning  treason  in 
certain  cases. 

31  lien.  VIIT. — 1.  An  act  concerning  joint- 
tenants  and  tenants  in  common.  Q.  That  Hsh- 
ing  in  any  pond,  stew  or  raotc^  with  an  intent 
to  steal  fish  out  of  the  same,  is  felony.  3. 
Changing  tlie  custom  of  gavelkind.  4.  Con- 
cerning the  amending  of|p:lie  river  and  port  of 
Exeter.  5.  Whereby  the  king's  manor  of 
Hampton-court  is  made  an  honour,  and  a  new 
chase  tlicreunto  belonging.  6.  That  such  as 
were  religious  persons  may  purchase,  sue  and 
be  sued,  m  all  manner  of  actions.  7.  Con- 
cerning tlic  continuance  of  the  statutes  for 
punishment  of  beggars  and  vagabonds,  and  of 
certain  other  statutes.  8.  That  proclamations 
made  by  the  king's  highness,  with  the  advice 

'  of  his  non.  council,  snail  be  obeyed  and  kept 
as  though  they  were  made  by  act  of  pari. 
9.  Authorising  the  king's  highness  to  make 
bishops  by  his  letters  patents.  10.  Concern- 
ing placing  of  the  lords  in  the  parliament- 
chamber,  and  other  assemblies,  and  conferen- 
ces of  council.  11.  Authorising  the  king*s 
highness  newly  to  allot  certain  townships  in 
Wales.  12.  Concerning  wrongful  taking  of 
hawks-eggs  and  birds  out  of  the  nest,  and  find- 
ing and  taking  up  of  the  king's  hawks,  hunt- 
ing in  the  king's  forest,  park  or  chase,  or  other 
ground  inclosed,  and  killing  of  conies  within 
any  lawful  warren  of  the  king's.  13.  Wliereby 
all  manors,  lands,  profits  and  hereditaments 
belonging  to  any  the  monasteries  or  other  re- 
ligious houses  dissolved,  or  hereafter  by  any 
means  to  be  dissolved,  arc  assured  to  the 
king's  highness,  his  heirs  and  successors  for 
ever;  and  in  what  wise  leases  and  grants  here- 
tofore made,  or  hereafter  to  Ife^adc,  of  them, 
or  anv  part  of  them,  shall  take  effect.  14.  For 
abolishing  of  diversity  of  opinions  in  certain 
ariii'lcs  concerning  chrihtian  religion. 

32  Hen.  VIH. — 1.  An  act  how  by  the  king's 
grant,  lands,  tenements,  &c.  may  be  by  will, 
testament,  or  otherwise  disposed ;  and  con- 
cerning wards  and  primer  seisins.  Q.  For  li- 
mitation of  prescription.  3.  For  continuation 
of  certain  acts.  4.  For  trial  of  treasons  in 
Wales,  &c.  5.  For  continuation  of  debts  upon 
executions.  6.  For  trial  of  felonies  upon  con- 
ve>'ing  of  horses  into  Scotland.  7.  For  true 
payment  of  tithes  atid  offerings.  8.  Against 
sellers  and  buyers  of  pheasants  and  partridges. 
9.  Against  n^aintenance,  imbrucery,  &c.  and 
against  unlawful  buying  of  tiles.  10.  For  the 
inoderation  of  the  punishment  of  the  inconti- 
ftency  of  priests  and  women  offending  with 
them.  II-  Concerniftg  stenling  of  hawks  eggs, 
conies,  and  d(  er.  12.  Concerning  sanctuaries, 
privileges  of  churches  and  chuiTh-yards.  13. 
Cuuccruiug  the  breed  of  tiorses  of  higher  sta- 


tute. 14.  For  maintenance  of  tke  navy  of 
England,  and  for  certain  rates  of  freights.  13. 
Concerning  abps.  and  bps.  their  chancellors, 
commissaries,  archdeacons,  and  their  officials, 
to  be  in  the  commission  of  the  act  concerning 
the  abolition  of  erroneous  opinions  in  the  chris- 
tian religion.  16.  Concerning  strangers.  17. 
For  paving  of  Algate,  High  Holboum,  Chan- 
cery-lane, Gra/s  inn-lane.  Shoe-lane,  Fcttcr- 
lane.  18.  For  re-edifying  of  decayed  houses 
in  sundr}'  towns  and  places  of  th8  realm.  19. 
Another  act  for  rt-edifymg  of  decayed  hous«» 
in  sundry  towns  of  the  west  parts.  20.  Con- 
ceniim^  privileges  and  francuises.  21.  The 
abbreviation  and  limitation  of  Trinity  term. 
22.  Concerning  the  account  of  bps.  and  others, 
for  the  10th  granted  to  the  kmg's  majesty. 


!  kmg ! 
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23.  The  subsidy  of  the  clergy  ot  the  province 
of  Canterbury.  24.  Concerning  the  lands  and 
the  goods  of  the  hospitals  of  St.  Johns  of  Jeru- 
salem in  England  and  Ireland,  to  be  hereafter 
in  the  king's  hands  and  disposition.  25.  De- 
claring the  dissolution  of  the  king's  pretensed 
marriage  with  the  lady  Anne  of  Cleve.  26. 
Concerning  true  opinions  and  declarations  of 
(Christ's  religion.  27.  The  resumption  of  ex- 
traordinary grants  and  licences  of  absence  and 
reversions  in  the  town  of  Calais,  and  the 
inarches  of  the  same,  and  in  Berwick,  and  of  ^ 
the  sheriffwicks  for  life  in  Wales.  28.  That 
lessees  shall  enjoy  their  farms  against  tenants 
in  tail,  or  in  right  of  their  wives,  or  churches, 
&c.  29.  Concerning  customable  lands  in  Os- 
weldbcchsuke.  30.  Concerning  mispleadings, 
jeofails,  and  attomies.  31.  For  the  avoidini^ 
of  recoveries  by  collusion,  by  tenants  for  terra 
of  life.  32.  Concerning  joint  tenants  for  term 
of  life  or  years.  33.  That  wrongful  disseisin 
is  no  descent  in  the  law.  34.  Concerning 
grantees  of  reversions  to  take  advantage  of 
the  conditions  to  be  pertbrmed  by  the  lessees.  • 
35.  That  justices  of  the  forests  may  make  de- 
puties. 36.  For  the  exposition  of  the  statutes 
of  fines.  37.  For  the  recovery  of  arrearages 
of  rents  by  executors  of  tenant  in  fee*simpie. 
38.  (-' oncoming  precontracts  of  nmrriages,  and 
touching  decrees  of  conshngumity.  39.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  great  master  of  the  house- 
Jiold.  40.  Concerning  tiie  privileges  of  phy- 
sicians. 41.  Concerning  baking  of  horse  bread. 
42.  Concerning  barbers  and  chirurgeons  to  be 
of  one  company.  43.  Concerning  shire  days 
in  the  count v  palatine  of  Chester.  44.  Thkt 
the  town  of  Iloyston  is  reduced  to  one  new 
parish.  45.  The  erection  of  the  court  of  tiie 
first  iVuits  and  lOths.  46.  The  estabhshment 
of  the  court  of  the  king's  wards.  47.  That 
the  bp.  of  Norwich  shall  be  charged  with  tho' 
collection  of  the  king's  lOths  in  his  diocese. 
48.  (/onceming  the  castle  of  Dover,  castle 
wards,  and  other  munitions  thereabouts.  49. 
Concerning  the  king's  most  e^i-acious,  general 
and  free  pardon.  50.  For  tlie  grant  of  two 
subsidies,  and  four  15ths  and  lOths  to  the  king 
by  the  tcmporalty. 

83  Hen.  VHf. — 1.  An  acf  concerning  coun- 
terfeit letters  or  privy  tokens  to  receive  money 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


477} 


PARL.  HIST0TIY>  Hfhry  \m.^ Acts  poised  in  this  Reign. 


[575 


<N*  gOQd$  ia  Qtb)^  mens*  names*  S.  Conccm- 
iDg  the  buying  of  fish  upon  the  sea.  3.  For 
the  fblding  of  aoths  ia  Nortli  Wales.  4.  Con- 
ceraing  pewterers.  5.  Concerning  keeping  of 
sreat  horses.  6-  Concerning  cross  bows  and 
Band  guns.  7.  Concerning  the  conveyance  of 
brass,  lattin,  and  bell-metal  over  the  sea.  81 
Against  conjurations,  witchcrafts,  sorceries, 
»od  inchantments.  9.  For, the  maintenance 
of  artillery,  debarring  unlawful  games.  10. 
Concerning  the  execution  of  certain  statutes. 
tX'  For  butchoxis  to  sell  at  their  liberty  by 
iveight  or  otherwise.  12.  For  punishment  of 
murder  and  malicious  bloodshed  witliin  the 
king's  court.  13.  Concerning  certain  lord- 
ships translated  from  the  county  of  Denbigh  to 
the  county  of  Flint.  14.  Concerning  false 
prophesies  upon  declaration  of  naines,  arms, 
or  badges.  15.  Touching  the  translation  of 
the  sanctuary  from  Manchester  to  Westchester. 
16,  For  worsted  yam  in ,  Norfolk,  17.  For 
the  confirmation  and  continuation  of  certain 
acts.  18.  For  the  true  making  of  kersics* 
19.  Expounding  a  certain  statute  concerning 
shipping  of  cloths^  20.  For  due  process  to 
be  had  in  high  treasons,  in  cases  of  lunacy 
and  madness.  21.  Concerning  the  attainder 
^  of  the  late  queen  Katherine  and  her  com- 
plices. 22.  (Concerning  the  order  of  wards 
and  liveries.  23.  To  proceed  by  a  commission 
of  oyer  and  terminer  against  such  persons  as 
shall  confess  treasons,  £cc  without  remanding 
the  same  to  be  tri€^d  in  the  shire  where  the 
offence  was  committed.  24.  That  no  man 
shall  be  justice  of  assise  in  his  own  country. 
95.  For  the  making  free  of  certain  children 
beyond  the  sea,  and  to  put  the  same  children 
in  the  nature  of  English  men.  26.  1\)  make 
iirustrate  certain  conveyances  devised  by  sir 
John  Shelton,  27.  For-  leases  of  hospitals, 
colleges,  and  other  corporations  to  be  good 
and  effectual  with  the  consent  of  the  more 
part.  28.  For  the  chanc  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster,  the  chanc.  of  the  augmentation, 
and  certain  other  noblemen,  to  retain  chap- 
lains. 29.  To  enable  persons,  late  religious, 
to  sue  ahd  to  be  sited.  30.  Confirming  the 
authority  of  the  dean^  and  chapter  of  Litch- 
field in  making  leases  and  other  grants.  31. 
Dissevering  the  bishopric  of  Chester,  and  the 
Isle  of  Man,  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Canter- 
bury to  the  jurisdiction  of  York.  32.  For  the 
parish  church  of  Whitgatc  to  be  made  a 
parish  church  of  itself^  and .  no  part  of  the 
parish  of  Over.  33.  Concerning  the  privi- 
lege of  Kingston  upon  Hull.  34.  For  the 
town  of  Lynn,  touching  the  revocation  of  two 
fairs.  35.  Concerning  the  conduits  of  Glou- 
cester. 30.  For  the  repairing  of  Canterbury, 
Rochester,  Stamford,  and  divers  oth^r  towns. 
37.  Touching  the  honour  of  Ampthill.  38. 
Concerning  die  honour  of  Grafton.  39.  Con- 
ceniing  the  erection  of  tlie  court  of  surveyors. 

34  &  35  Hen.  VHI.— 1.  An  act  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  true  religion,  and  for  the  abo- 
lishing of  all  fabe  doctrines.     2.  Concerning 
collectors  and  receivers.    3.  For  the  assise  of 
Vol.  1. 


coal^and'  wood.  4.  Against  such  persons  as 
do  make  bankrupts.  5.  For  the  explanation 
.of  the  statutes  of  wills.  6.  For  the  true  mak- 
ing of  pins.  7.  To  authorise  certain  of  tlie  ' 
king's  maj.'s  cpuncil  to  set  prices  upon  wines 
to  be  sold  by  retail.  8.  Ihat  persons  being 
no  common  cliirurgeons,  may  minister  medi- 
cines. 9.  For  the  preservation  of  the  river  of 
Severn.  10.  For  the  true  making  of  coverlets 
at  York.  11.  For  the  true  making  of  freezes 
and  cottons  in  Wales.  12.  For  paving  of  cer- 
tain lanes  tmd  streets  in  London  and  West- 
minster. 18.  For  knights  and  burgesses  to 
have  places  in  the  pari,  for  the  county  palatine 
and  city  of  Chester.  14.  For  a  ccrtilicate  of 
convicts  to  be  made  into  the  king's  bench. 
15.  Touching  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Wells, 
to  be  one  sole  chapter  of  itselt.  16.  For  the 
sheriffs  to  be  discharged  upon  their  accounts, 
and  to  have  allowances  of  their  reasonable 
expences,  in  the  court  of  exchequer.  17.  For 
the  new  erected  bps.  to  pay  tluir  lOths  into 
the  court  of  first  fniits.  18.  For  Canterbury, 
concerning  the  privileges  of  the  same.  19. 
For  the  payment  of  pensions  and  portions 
granted  out  of  the  late  abbies.  20.  To  imbar 
feigned  recoveries  of  lands  wherein  the  king's' 
maj.  is  in  reversion.  21.  For  the  confirmation 
of  lands,  notwitlistandiug  misnaming  any  thing 
contained  in  the  same.  22.  That  fines  in 
towns  corporate  shall  be  made  as  the  same 
have  been  in  tunes  past.  23.  For  the  true 
execution  of  proclamations.  2  J.  For  the  as- 
surance of  certain  lands  to  John  Hlud  serjeant 
at  law,  and  to  his  heirs,  paying  therefore  yearly 
lOl.  towards  the  charges  of  the  knijjlits  of  the 
pari,  for  CambVidgeshire  for  the  time  being. 
25.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Poole  may  erect 
a  windmill  and  a  conduit  within  the  king's 
majesty's  waste  ground  of  Baiter.  20.  For 
certain  ordinances  in  the  king's  majesty's  do- 
minion and  principality  of  Wales. 

35  Hen.  VIH. — 1,  An  act  concerning  th^ 
establishment  of  the  king's  majesty's  succession 
in  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm.  2.  Con- 
cerning the  trial  of  treasons  committed  out  of  the 
king's  maj.'s  dominions.  3.  For  the  ratification 
of  the  king's  majesty's  stile.  4.  Touchint;  the 
repairing  and  amending  of  certain  cfccay  d 
houses  and  tenements,  as  well  in  EngUncf  us 
in  Wales.  5.  Concerning  the  qualitica;  if »n  of 
the  statute  of  tlie  six  articles.  6.  Conccrnijjg 
the  appearance  of  jurors  in  Nisi  priua,  7. 
For  the  repealing  of  a  certain  statute  con- 
cerning the  bringmg  in  of  salt-fish  and  stock- 
fish. 8.  Concerning  coopei-s.  9.  Concerning 
the  partition  of  Wapping  marsh.  10.  Con- 
cerning the  repairing,  making,  and  amending 
of  the  conduits  in  London.  11.  For  the  due 
pfiyment  of  tlie  fees  and  wages  of  kniglus  and 
burgesses  for  the  pari,  in  W'alcs.  IC.  l'(;r  the 
remission  of  the  loan.  '  13.  That  the  domain 
lands  and  tenements  in  Walsinghai^j,  belong- 
ing to  the  late  prior  there,  may  be  let  by  copy 
of  court  roU.  14.  For  the  reservation  of  te- 
nures upon  houses  with  lands  belonrti^ig  to  the 
same,  under  the  clear   yer.rly  value   of  4tl3, 

2  P  ■  , 
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15.  For  paving  of  Cambridge.  16.  Coritern- 
ing  the  cxomiuation  of  the  canon  laws  by  two 
and  thirty  persons  to  be  named  by  the  king's 
majesty,  during  his  highnesses  Jife.  17.  For 
the  preservation  of  wbods.  18.  Concerning 
tlic  king's  geneml  pardon. 

37  11  tn.  VIII.— 1.  An- act  for  the  officers  of 
Custos  Rotuiorum,  and  clerks  of  the  peace.  H, 
For  the  partition  of  HonnslowIIeath.  3.  For  the 
amending  of  the  highway  near  Chester,  called 
lluutington-lane.  4.  That  all  colleges,  chan- 
tries, free  chapels,  6cc.  shall  be  in  the  king*s 
niajesty^s. disposition.  5.  That  the  inhabitants 
of  IvOiidon,  nAving  goods  to  the  value  of  400 
marks,  may  puss  in  attaints.  6.  Against  bump- 
ing of  frames.  7.  For  abrogation  of  six  weeks 
sessions.  8.  That  any  indictment  lacking  the»o 
words,  r*  et  Armisy  shall  be  good  and  suiiicient 
in  the  law.  9.  Against  usury.  10.  Again -t 
slanderous  bills.  11.  For  tlic  marries  beside 
Greenwich..  12.  For  tithes  in  Ixindon.  13. 
Repealing  the  act  made  for  pins.  l4.  I'dr  the 
maintenance  of  the  pier  of  Scarburgh.  15. 
Against  regrating  of  wools.  lU.  For* the  an- 
nexing of  certain  lands  to  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, and  4n  exchan;ic  between  the  king's 
majesty,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury  and  York, 
anil  the  bp.  of  London.  17.  Tliat  doctors  of 
civil  law,  being  married,  may  exercise  cede- 
siasticar  jurisdiction.  18.  For  the  erection  of 
4  honours,  WesUninster,  Kingston-upon-IIull, 
St.  OsithV,  and  Donington.  19.  That  fines 
taken  in  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 
shall  be  of  like  force  as  lines  acknowlcdijed 
bcfjre  justices  of  the  common  place.  W.  For 
the  tenures  of  lands  of  40s.  or  under.  (Zl. 
I'^or  the  union  of  churches  \\-,\  cxrcding  the 
value  of  Gl.  22.  To  fiH  up  the  jm-ics  dc  Cir- 
cu/i)stantibus.  23.  For  \lic  continuation  of 
cerinin  statutes.  21.  For  tho  tonJmnuLion  of 
h  ^nh->idy  granted  by  the  cKiLV.  2'>.  Con- 
scenting  the  grant  ot  one  entiru  subsidy,  and 
l\ro  wliole  15ths  and  lOlhs  jrranttd  by  the 
leuiporalty. 

Edwaud  \T. 

Fdward  was  t)u\y  nine  years  of  a^e  \\\wv.  In- 
fitfcrcedod  to  tho  throne.  .Sdon  alter  his  ctjr<>- 
iiation,  lord  VA\\\  St-ymour,  then  earl  of  litrf- 
ford,  was  created  duke  of  Somcreei,  nnrl  made 
j^overnorto  the  kingiuid  pruUTTor  of  ti;e  realm. 
This  nohkinan  was  own  uncle  to  the  king  i>y 
the  tnother's  feid^;  and  Imd^  by  that  afiinitv, 
and  his  places,  an  abs<»luic  sway  over  all. 
The  tirst  year  of  this  rcl^n  began  with*  a  war 
with  Scotland ;  some  overtures  of  a  marriage 
iiaving  been  again  made  hv  the  Fnglish  coun- 
cil, between  their  klnjj;  and  the  princess  Mary, 
iole  daughter  ar.d  heir  to  Jamt^s  V.  king  of 
.  Scots,  which  being  reluscd  l>y  the  latter,  a 
bloody  war  ensued.  The  F.n«:Ii>;h  drmy  was 
«:ommanded  by  the  duke  of  8om<jrst  t.  who 
marched  northward  as  t'ar  as  the  rirer  Fske; 
on  the  banks  of  wiiich  an  obstinate  buttle  wjv6 
fought,  in  which  the  KiifzhMi  were  conquerors, 
with  the  destruction  of  above  10,000  ok'  their 


enemies.  This  reign  also  began  with  a  fartheF 
reformation  in  religion,  the  Lord  Protector  be- 
ing zealous  for  calrying  it  on ;  certain  injunc- 
tions were  published  by  authority  for  removing 
images  out  of  churches,  and^for  abolishing  or 
altering  some  other  ancient  observations,  as 
sir  John  Hay  ward  terms  them,  in  tlio  church. 

A  Pari,  called,]  Some  bps.  opposing  theso 
innovations,  and  otlicrs  saying  that  it  was  well 
to  stay  these  chahgcs  in  rehgious  matters,  till 
the  king  was  of  years  fit  to  govern  by  himself^ 
a  pari,  was  called  to  meet  at  Westminster,  on 
tlie  4th  of  Nov.  1547,  in  the  1st  year  of  hi» 
reign.     The  following  is  a 

List  of  the  Temporal  Lords  summoned  to  this 
Farliament, 


The  duke  of  Somerset, 
protector  of   Eni'- 


lord  high  admiral  of 
England 
land.   gov.    to    the    Jn.Touchetld.Audley 
kings   person,  and    Thomas  West  lord  De 
treasurer    of   Eng-        la  War 
.land  Hen. Parker  Id. Morley 

Lord  Rich,   lord  high    Walter  De\'ereux  lord 

chanc.  of  England         Ferrers 
Sir  W.  Paulet,  lord  St.    Wm.  Dacre  lord  Dar 
John,  great  master        ere  of  Gillesland 
of  the  king's  house-    John  lord  Zouch 
hold,  and  president    Jn.ld.Scrope  of  Bolton 
of  the  council  W^m.    Stourton     lord 

John  lord  Russel,  lord        Stourton 
keeper  of  the  privy    Jn.  Nenle  Id.  Latimer 
seal  Geo.Brokcld.Cobham 

Henry  marq.  of  Dorset    Thomtts  lord  Sandys 
William,    marquis  of    John  lord  Conyers 

Northampton  Edw.  Id.  Grey  of  Powis 

llenryearlofArundele    William  lord  Grey  of 
John  earl  of  Oxford  Wilton 

Edward  earl  of  Derby    Thomas  Stanley  lord 
Francift  earl  of  Hunt-         Monteagle 

ingdon  *     Thomas  lord  Vaux 

Henry  earl  of  Subset       Wm.  lord  Wyitdfore 
Francis   earl    of   $a-    Tlio.  lord  Wentworth 

lis  bury  Thomas  lord  Brough 

Henry  e.  of  Worcciter    .Tohn  lord  Mordaunt 
Ralph  earl  of  West-     ICdward  lord  Clinton 

moreland  William  lord  Parr 

John  earl  of  B.tth  Gregory  Id.  Cromwell 

John  c.  of  Warwick,     Thomas  lord  Warton 
great  chamberlain  of    Wilham  lord  Evers 
England  William  Id.  Willough- 

Tho.e.  of  Southampton         by  of  Parham 
llcn.e.  of  Cumberland     Edmund  Sheffield  Id, 
Hen.e.  ofBndi;ovvater         Sheffield 
Tho.     lord    Seymour,     John  lord  Bray 

We  are  now  come  to  a  period  from  which 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of  (Simmons  are  ex-* 
tant.  The  fir^t  volume,  which  begins  with 
this  reign,  contains  little  more  than  a  diurnal 
succinct  account  of  proceedings  in  reading  bills, 
&c.  but  yet  will  be  of  some  use  in  ascertaining 
dates  in  chronology.  Tlie  J«>nrnal8of  thel/)rds 
are  more  explicit  m  the  rci^n  before  us  than 
those  of  the  commons;  the  ensuing  pari,  being 
introduced  by  that  authority  in  the  following 
manner:  *^  Mem,  the  4th  ot'Nov.  in  the  1st 
year  of  king  Edw.  VL  the  king's  maj.  sitting 
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m  the  Pari.  Chamber-  at  Westm.  with  all  the 
lords,  on  both  ^kles,  and  the  commons  stand- 
ing beneutli  the  bar;  commanded  the  clerk  of 
the  pari,  openly  to  read  his  highness's  com- 
mission, being  scaled  with  the  great  seal  of 
Enghuid,  the  tenor  whereof  hereafter  cnsueth : 

"  Edward  VI.  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of 
Kngland,  France,  and  Bekind,  defender  of  the 
faith,  nnd  of  the  church  of  England,  and  also 
of  Irelancl,  in  earth,  the  supreme  head ;  to  all 
whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting. 
Forasnmcli  as  our  most  dear  uncle,  Edw.  duke 
of  Somerset,  whom,  by  the  advice  of  the  lords, 
and  the  rest  of  our  council,  with  the  consent 
and  good  agreement  of  the  noblemen  of  our 
realms,  we  hav^, named,  ordained,  and  cQin- 
inandcd  to  be  Governor  of  our  Person,  and 
Protector  of  our  Realms,  don^inions,  and  sub- 
jects, during  our  minority,  hath  no  such  place 
appropriate  or  appointed  unto  him  ill  our  high 
court  of  pari,  as  is  convenient  and  necessary, 
ais  well  in  respect  of  his  proxunity  of  blood 
uoto  us,  being  our  uncle  and  eldest  brother 
unto  our  mother  o4'  most  noble  memory  de^ 
ceased,  queen  Jime ;  as  ^Iso  for  his  better 
managing  j^nd  conduclijig  our  affairs,  to  our 
honour,  djgnity,  and  surety,  and  tlie  wealth 
and  benelit  of  our  realms,  dominions,  and 
subjects:  we  have  therefore,  as  well  by  the 
consent  of  our  said  uncle,  and  by  the  advice 
of  other  the  lords  of  our  privV  council,  willed, 
ordained,  and  appointed,  an(l  do  by  these  pre- 
sents will,  ordain,  and  appoint,  that  our  said 
iin(*Ie  bludl  and  do  sit  alone,  and  be  placed  at 
all  times,  as  well  in  our  presence,  in  our  said 
court  of  pari,  us  ii\  our  absence,  upon  t^e  midst 
of  the  bench  or  stool  standing  next  on  the 
right  hand  of  our  seat  royal,  in  oui:  Purl.  Chamn 
ber,  and  that  he  further  shall  have,  and  do  cut 
jov,  in  our  said  court  of  pari,  in  all  scssiuiis, 
all  such  other  privUegcF,,  pre-enriincAces,  pre-« 
rogatives,  and  liberties,  in  all  things  and  to  all 
effects,  as  by  law  or  statutes  Heretofore  made, 
or  otherwise,  any  Ihe  uncles,  by  father  or  ^por 
ther  side,  to  any  of  OAir  inost  noble  prpj;enitors, 
or  any  protector  o£  their  realms  and  domir 
hions,  being  in  the  minority  of  years  as  we  be, 
have  had,  uicd,  or  enjoyed  in  their  courts  of 
pari,  the  statute  concerning  diQ  placing  of  the 
lords  in  tl>e  PafU  Chamber,  and  other  assem- 
hVies  and  conferences  of  council,  made  in  the 
31st  of  tlie  reign  of  our  most  dear  father,  of  far 
inous  memory,'  king  Henry  VIII.  or  any  other 
ptatute,  act,  ordinance,  <v  provision  heretofore 
had  or  made,  to  the  contiary  notwithstanding; 
and  for  tlie  express  mention  of  any  otlier 
grants  or  gifts^  made  to  our  said  uncle  by  us, 
or  any  of  our  proj^cnitors,  hei*etofore  had.  or 
made,  in  these  presents  not  mentioned,  or  aiw 
other  thiiig,  matter,  or  cause^  whatsoever  it 
be,  notwithstanding.  In  witness  whereof  we 
have  caused  these  oiu:  letter^  to  be  made  pa- 
tents: witness  ourself  at  Westminster  the  3rd 
i)f  Nov.  in  tlie  1st  year  of  our  reign. 

,   ,  Southwell,"  (master  of  the  Rolls.) 

When  the  aforesaid  conunisiaion  was  openly 
{((ad^  a^d  heard  ol  all  the  house^  and  the  lord 


protector  placed  accordingly,  the  lord  Rich, 
being  loitl  chnnc.  began  his  oration,  tp  the  ef- 
fect as  follows: 

We  have  chosen  to  give  the  following  mc- 
inorandum  and  letters  patent  at  length,  as 
they  are  entered  in  the  Journals,  being  tho 
hrst  step  of  power  and  pre-eminence  this 
haughty  duke  took  upon  him.  But  whether 
by  the  negligence  of  the  clerks  or  otherwise, 
the  lord  clianceUor*s  ^ration  is  wholly  omitted, 
and  ojdy  a  blank  page  left  for  it.  Neither  is 
the  Speaker  of  tl^e  commons  montioncd,  as 
usual ;  but  this  we  supply  from  the  Journals-., 
Sir  John  IJaker  was  chosen  to  that  office^ 

The  tii-st  affair  that  the  Lords  went  upon, 
was-  to  Jrame  a  hill  for  tlte  better  protection  of 
the  Northern  Borders;  but  we  do  not  find 
that  it  passed  into  a  law;  it  being  thoiit^ht 
more  advisable  to  send  a  great  anny  thither^ 
under  the  I,ord  Protector,  who  s;ninccl  a  com- 
plete victory  over  the  Scots,  near  A(us(*lcho- 
rough.  This  war  broke  out  on  occasion  of  the 
Scots  ajjain  refusing  their  princess  Mary  to  be 
joined  in  wedlock  with  king  Edward.  She 
was  afterwards  married  to  the  dauphin  of 
France. 

Statui^c  of  Fj-erosntive  repeated^  Nov^  lOth^ 
a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  certain  statutes,  as  it  is 
there  called,  came  into  the  house ;  but  was  in 
effect  to  be  an  act  to  repeal  the  statute  of  the 
28tii  lien.  VIII.  which  gave  authority  to  the 
king,  after  the  age  of  24,  to  repeal,  by  his  let- 
ters patents,  all  former  statutes  made  during 
his  minority,  &c.  A  stretch  of  lUjsolute  power,^ 
left  as  a  legacy  by  the  late  king  to  his  son  and 
sucH;essoi*s;  and  if  it  had  sto^d,  parliaments 
would  have  sopn  become  useless  to  this  na- 
tion. But  by  this  act  it  wa^  thus  altered^  "that 
the  king,'  when  he  caine  to  thv  aforesaid  age, 
might,  by  his  letters  patent,  annul  any  act  of 
pari,  for  the  future ;  but  could  not  so  void  it 
from  the  beginning,  as  to  annul  all  things  done 
upoji  it,  between  the  making  and  annulling  of 
any  kiw,  wliicb  were  still  to  be  lawful  deeds." 
Tliis  bill  was  aftei*wards  tacked  to  another  tor 
the  repetj  of  treasonsj^  felonies^  &;c..  which  will 
come  in  the  sequel. 

Act  relating  to  the  Sacrament  J]  Nov.  19th, 
a  biU  was  brought  into  the  commons,  relating 
to  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  wliich  passed 
that  house  on  the  17  th.  This  bill  wsts  occa- 
sioned by  an  irhevcrent  treatment  that  sacred 
mystery  met  with  at  that  time,  from  the  then 
growing  sect,  of  the  Puritans  and  others..  The 
preanibie  t^a  the  a^t  declares,  "  That  some 
had  disputed  and  reasoned  unreverendly  and 
ungodly  of  that  most  holy  mystery,  and  called 
it  by  such  vile  nnd  unseemly  words  tliat  chris- 
tian ears  did  abhor."  Ihe  act  forbears  to  men- 
tion thorn  ;  but  some  of  the  terms  were  Round 
Roiin,  Jack  in  a  Box,  Sacrament  of  tlie  Hal- 
ter, &c.  because  the  wafer  was  round,  and 
usually  kept  in  a  pix,  or  box.  The  same  act, 
in  tlie  last  paragraph  of  it,  did  enjoin  the  said 
Holy  Sacrament  to  be  delivered  and  ministred 
to  the  people  in  Both  kinds,  of  bread  anrl 
wine  \  "  being  mpre  coaforiaable,  as  tli^  a^ti 
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expresses,  to  the  common  use  and  practice  of 
the  apostles  and  primitive  church,  by  the  space 
of  500  yesLVs  and  more  alter  Chnst's  ascen- 
sion." 

Nov.  15,  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  bishops 
by  the  king's  majesty  only,  was  brouglit  into 
the  house ;  Uiat  is,  that  bps.  should  be  placed 
in  their  sees  by  collation  of  the  king  under  his 
letters  patents,  without  any  precedent  election 
or  ensuing  confirmation.  By  this  act  it  was 
set  forth,  "  that  the  way  of  chusing  bps.  by 
cong6  d'elirc  was  tedious  and  expensive,  that 
there  was  only  a  shadow  o(  election  in  it,  and 
that  therefore  bps.  should  thereafter  be  made 
by  the  king's  letters  patent,  upon  which  they 
"were  to  be  consecrated :  and  whereas  the  bps. 
did  exercise  their  authority,  and  carry  on  pro- 
cesses, in  their  own  names,  as  they  were  wont 
to  do  in  the  time  of  popery ;  and  since  all  ju- 
ri::diction  both  spiritual  and  temporal  was  de- 
rived from  the  kmg,  that  therefore  their  courts 
and  all  processes  should  be  from  henceforth 
carried  on  in  tlie  king's  name,  and  be  sealed 
by  the  king's  seal,  as  it  was  in  the  otlser  courts 
of  common  law,  after  the  1st  of  July  next ;  ex- 
cepting only  the  abp.  of  Canterbury's  courts, 
and  all  collations,  presentations,  or  letters  of 
orders,  which  were  to  pass  under  the  bishop's 
proper  seals  as  formerly."  Upon  this  act,  says 
burnet,  great  advantages  were  taken  to  dis- 
parage the  reformation,  as  subjecting  the  bps. 
wholly  to  the  pleasure  of  the  court. — On  the 
same  day  another  bill  for  reading  the  Scripture 
was  introduced. 

A  Subsidy,']  Nov.  21,  a  bill  for  a  Subsidy 
of  Tonnage  and  Poundage,  on  Tncrchandizc, 
called  customs,  was  brought  in ;  which  after- 
wards passed  both  houses,  with  a  proviso  for 
the  merchants  of  the  stilyard.  It  was  tjranted 
for  the  king's  life,  and  then  was  rated,  the  ton- 
nage, at  3s.  on  every  tun  of  wine  ;  for  sweet 
wines  6b. ;  12d.  for  every  aulme  of  rhenish.  The 
poundage  was  12d.  in  the  ponnd,  in  value,  of 
all  goods,  imported  or  exported ;  and  2s.  of 
aliens  for  tin  and  pewter  exported, 

Nov,  29th,  a  bill  against  Vagabonds  was 
brought  in  :  by  which  it  was  enacted,  *'  that 
all  that  should  any  way  loiter  without  work,  or 
without  offering  tnemsejvcs  to  work,  3  days  to- 
gether ;  or  that  should  run  awjiy  from  work, 
and  resolve  to  live  idly,  shoulc^  be  seized  on ; 
and  whosoever  should  present  tlicm  to  a  jus- 
t'ce  of  peace,  was  to  nave  them  adjudged  to 
be  his  slaves  for  two  yeacs  ;  and  they  were  to 
be  marked  with  the  letter  V,  imprinted  with  a  ■ 
hot  iron  on  their  breast." 

Act  for  dissolving  ChauntrieSy  ^c,'\  Dec. 
12th,  a  bill  was  i-ead  a  2n(l  time  by  the  Lords, 
for  suppressing  chauntri<is  and  colleges.  On 
tlie  15th  it  was  read  a  Srd  thne,  and  passed 
that  house  by  the  consent  of  all*  the  peers,  ex- 
cept the  abp.  of  Cante^-bury,  and  the  bps.  of 
London,  Durban),  Ely,  Norwich,  Hereford, 
Worcester,  and  Chichester,  who  dissented 
from  it,  Thcfe  arc  tw*o  instance^,  in  this 
day's  procQcdlnv?}.  and  the  day  before,  of  two 
pr  tlii-e^lay  bras  dissenting  frtym  bills  pi^s^iug 


the  house,  wbidi  kte  tbe  first  we  have  yet  met 
with  in  the  Journals ;  but  no  Protests  ve  en* 
tered  against  them.  Thii  biU  was  afterwards 
new-modelled  by  t)to  Common^  and  it  passed 
both  booses  Dec.  ^th,  the  bps.  of  London^ 
Durham,  £lj,  Hereford,  and  Chiohester,  then 
only  dissenting.  Tlte  nurport  of  it  was,  that 
by  tliis  act  divers  collcSs,  chauntries,  free  cha- 
pels, fraternities,  guiUls,  &c.  tvith .  aH  tlieir 
lands  and  goods,  were  put  into  the  actual  pes* 
session  of  the  king.  Part  of  diese  goods  an4 
lands  being  sold  at  a  low  value,  enriched  many 
and  enobled  some ;  'and  thereby,  as  sir  John 
Hayward  obsenes,  made  them  6rm  in  maio- 
taining  the  change. 

Dec.  16th,  another  bill  wai  introduced  for 
repealing  of  certain  statutes  for  Treason  and 
Felony.  This  bill  being  a  matter  of  great 
concern  to  every  subject,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  the  abp.  of  Canterbury, 
the  lord,  chanc.  the  lord  chamberlain,  the 
marq.  of  Dorset,  the  earls  of 'Shrewsbury  and 
Soutkampton,  the  bps.  of  Ely,  Lincoln,  and 
Worcester,  the  lotds  Cobhatt,  Clintob,  and 
Wentworth,  with  certmn  of  me  king's  learned 
coilncil;  all  which  noblemen,  &c.  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  a  committee  of  the  commons 
at  2  o'clock,  aftcjr  dinner,  in  order  to  treat 
and  commune*  on  the  purport  of  the  said 
bin. — ^The  Commons  had  formed  another  bill 
for  repealing  these  ^atutes,  which  upon  some 
conferences  they  were  willing  to  drop ;  only 
some  provisos  were  added  trf  tlie  other,  f^om 
which  the  bps.  of  London,  Durham,-  Ely,  He- 
reford, and  Chicheste!-,  again  diisented. — ^The 
repeal  of  all  these  statutes  opened  the  door 
wide  for  liberty  of  conscience  all  over  Eng- 
land ;  and  dr.  Heylin  observes,  '*  all  men 
were  now  set  at  liberty  to  rend  the  Scriptures, 
and  expound  them  as  they  pleased;  ofenicrr 
taining  what  opinion  in  religion  best  agreed 
with  their  fancies,  and  promulgating  those 
opinions  which  they  entertained."  But  this 
is  a  mistake,  for  still  the  law  for  burning  of 
heretics  subsisted ;  of  trhich  kind  of  execu- 
tions there  were  several  instances  ia  this  reign. 

Dec.  24,  all  the  bills  concluded  at  this  ses« 
sion  being  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  they 
were  passed ;  after  which  the  Id.  chanc  pro* 
roguea  the  pari,  to  the  20th  of  April  next 
ensuing.  In  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  session,  in  the  Lord's  Journals, 
are  the  Titles  of  21  statutes  then  enacted;  in 
the  Statute  Books  are  15.  But  the  sapcmo- 
mcrary  acts  are  only  on  private  affairs.  • 

April  20, 1548,  tnis  pari,  met  again ;  when 
.  the  Id.  chanc.  declared  to  them,  that  for  ceN 
tain  caused,  particulariy  th^  war  which  then 
rasped  betwixt  England  and  Scotland,  by  which 
several  members  could  not  without  great  danget 
attend,  it  was  the  king's  pleasure  that  this  pail, 
should  be  again  prorogued  from  that  day  to 
the  15th  of  Oct. ;  and  the  king's  letters  patents, 
appointing  such  a  prorogation  were  read  ac« 
cordingly.  And,  on  die  said.  15th  of  Oct. 
other  tetters  patents  wei*e  read,  hnportln^ 
that  by  reason  ^  the  PlaguCi  then  reignisg  m 
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the  cities  of  London,  Westminster,  and  the 
suburbs  thereof,  the  pari,  was  further  proro- 
gued to  the  24th  oi  Nov.  At  which  time, 
they  being  i^n  assembled,  proceeded  to  bu- 
siness ;  but  nothing  of  ant  consequence  was 
transacted  till  the  21  st  of  Dec.  on  which  day 
the  Id.  chanc.  adjourned  the  house  to  Jan. 
the  Sd,  1549,  when  it  again  met. 

Jan.  14,  in  the  Commons  the  privilege  of 
the  house  was  granted  to  John  Keysar ;  ser- 
vant to  sir  Ralph  Vane. 

Act  for  Uniformity  in  Religion.^  Jan.  15, 
the  bill  for  an  Uniformity  of  5>crvice  and  Ad- 
ministration of  Sacraments  to  be  had  through- 
out the  realm,  was  passed  in  the  Lords.  The 
preamble  of  the  act  sets  forth,  "  That  there 
had  been  several  forms  of  service,  and  that  of 
late  there  had  been  great  difference  in  the  ad- 
minbtration  of  the  sacraments,,  and  other 
parts  of  divine  worship :  and  that  the  most 
effectual  endeavours  could  not  stop  the  incli- 
nations of  many  to  depart  from  ^e  former 
customs ;  whi^  the  king  had  not  punished, 
"believing  they  flowed  from  a  good  zeal.  But 
that  there  tnight  be  an  uniform  way  over  ail, 
the  kingdom;  the  king,  by  the  advice  of  the 
lord  protector  and  his  council,  had  appointed 
the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  with  other  learned 
find  diiicreet  bps.  and  divines^  to  draw  up  an 
order  of  divine  worship,  liavmg  respect  to  the 
pure  religion  of  Christ  taut^bt  in  the  scripture, 
and  to  the  practise  of  the  primitive  church, 
vhich  they,  bv  the  aid  of  the  holy  eho!»t,  had 
with  one  uniform  agreement  concluded  on; 
wherefore  the  pari,  having  considered  the 
book,  and  the  things  that  were  altered' or 
retained  in  it,  they  gave  their  most  humble 
thanks  to  the  king  for  his  care  about  it; 
and  did  pray  that  all  who  had  formerly  of- 
fended in  these  matters,  except  such  as  were 
in  the  tower  of  London,  or  tlie  prison  of  the 
Fleet,  should  he  pardoned :  and  did  enact, 
that  from  the  feast  of  Whit-Sunday  next,  all 
divine  offices  should  be  performed  according 
to  it ;  and  that  such  of  the  clcrcn^  as  should 
*  refuse  to  do  it,  o^  continue  to  oflRciate  in  any 
pther  manner,  should  upon  the  1st  conviction 
be  imprisoned  6  months,  and  forfeit  a  year's 
profit  of  dieir  benefice :  for  the  2d  qflfcnce 
forfeit  all  their  church  preforments,  and  suffer 
a  yearns  imprisonment :  and  for  the  3d  offence 
]ihouId  be  imprisoned  during  lifo.  And  all  ttiat 
should  write,  or  put  out  things  in  brint  against 
St,  or  threaten  any  cleigymen  tor  using  it, 
were  to  be  fined  101.  for  the  tst  offence;  201, 
for  the  2d;  and  to  forfeit  all  their  goods,  arid 
be  imprisoned  for  life,  upon  a  8d  offence. 
Only  at  the  universities  tney.  might  use  it  in 
Latin  and  Greek,  excepting  the  office  of  the 
communion,  It  was  also  lawfol  to  use  other 
psahtos  or  prayers  taken  out  olf  the  bible,  so 
these  in  tne  book  were  not  omitted.'*  This 
m:t  was  variously  censured  by  those  who  dis- 
liked it.  Some  thought  it  too  much  that  it 
\ras  said  the  i)ook  was  drawn  ^  by  the  aid  of 
the  holy  ghost.'  But  others  said  this  was  not 
ifi^  be  so  uuderUQod^  as  if  they  had  been  in- 


spired by  extraordinary  assistance^  for  then 
there  Jiad  been  no  room  for 'any  correction  of 
what  was  now  done;  and  therefore  it  was  only 
to  be  understood  in  that  sense,  as  all  eood 
motions  and  consultations  are  directed  or 
assisted  by  the  secret  influences  of  God's  holy 
spirit ;  which  do  oft  help  good  men,  even  in  * 
ttfeir  imperfect  actions,  where  the  good  that  is 
done  is  justly  ascribed  to  the  grace  of  God. 
Others  censured  it,  because  it  was  said  to  be 
done  by  uniform  agreement,  though  4  of  the 
bps.  were  employed  in  the  drawing  of  it,  pro* 
tested  against  it,  viz.  the  bps.  of  Norwich, 
Hereford,  Chichester  and  Westminster;  but 
these  had  agreed  in  the  main  parts  of  the 
work,  though  in  some  few  particulars  they 
we#not  satisfied,  which  made  them  dissent 
from  the  whole. 

One  thing  must  not  be  omitted^  that  whilst 
this  bill  was  debating  in  the  commons,  one 
Storey,  a  member,  spoke  so  sharply  against  it, 
and  was  so  free  of  his  reflections  on  the  king 
and  the  protector,  that  he  was  put  into  the  ser-.- 
jeant's  hands,  and  sent  to  the  tower.  The 
words  he  spoke  fi'om  were  these,  *  Woe  unto 
thee.  Oh  England  !  when  thy  king  is  a  chilcf.* 
An  impeachment  was  actually  drawn  up 
against  him  for  it ;  but,  upon  his  humble  sub- 
rnission,  the  house  ordered  the  privy  counsel- 
loi-s  to  acquaint  the  protector,  that  it  was  their 
resolution  he  should  be  discharged,  and  they 
desired  the  king  would  forgive  his  offence 
against  him  and  the  council. 

Act  for  allonlng  Priests  to  marry.']  Feb, 
19th,  a  bill  for  the  Marriage  of  Priests  passed 
both  houses.  The  preanible  of  this  act  dc- 
claresj  "  That  it  were  better  for  priests  and 
the  ministers  of  the  church  to  live  chaste  and 
without  marriage,  whereby  they  mieht  better 
attend  to  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  be 
less  distracted  with  secular  cares';  so  that  it 
were  much  to  be  wished,  that  they,  would  of 
themselves  abstnin.  But  great  hlthiness  of 
living,  with  other  inconveniencies,  had  follow* 
ed  on  the  law§^  tJiat  compelled  chastity,  and 
prohibited  marria<re ;  so  that  it  was  better  thejr 
should  be  suffered  to  niaiTy  than  be  sQ  restrain- 
ed :  therefore  all  laws  and  canons  that  had 
been  made  against  it,,  being  only  made  by 
human  authority,  arc  repealed.  So  that  al( 
spiritual  persons,  of  what  degree  soever,  miuht 
lawfully  marry,  provided  they  mawied  accord- 
ing to  the  or^er  of  the  church.  But  a  privisa 
u-as  added,  that  because  many  divorces  of 
priests  had  been  made  after  the  six  articles 
were  enacted,  and  that  th^  ^omen  mi?ht  have 
thereupon  married  again^  fjl  these  divorces, 
with  every  thing  that  had  followed  on  them, 
should  be  confirmed.''^  Bp.  Burnet  observes, 
that  there  was  no  law  that  pajssed  in  this  reign 
more  contradicted  aj^d  censured  than  this. 

An  Act  for  better  SMpporting  the  Parochial 
Clerey.']  Two  other  acts  passed  this  session, 
whicn  or.  Hcylin  says  were  exceeding  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  the  church's  patri- 
mony, then  near  dissipated.  "  The  first  (says 
he)  was  made  for  the  euconragemeot  anii  sup^ 
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port  of  the  Parochial  Clergy,  in  the  true  pay- 
Hientof  their  tithes^  lately  invaded  by  their 
patrons,  and  otherwibe  in  danger  to  be  lost  for 
ever,  by  the  avariciousncss  of  the  parishioners, 
as  before  w-as  said/*  For  remedy  whereof,  it 
was  enacted,  **  That  no  person  or  persons 
ahould  from  tbenceforlh  take  or  carry  away 
any  tithe  or  tithes,  which  had  lx:en  received  or 
paid  witliin  40  years  next  before  the  date 
thereof,  or  of  right  ou^ht  to  have  been  paid,  in 
the  place  or  places  titiiable  ia  tiie  same,  be- 
fore he  hath  justjy  divided  or  set  forth  the  titlio 
tliereof,  the  10th  part  of  the  same,  or  otlicrwisc 
agree,  for  the  same  tithes,  with  the  pai'sonj 
wcnx,  or  other  owner,  proprietor,  or  farmer  of 
the  same,  xjnder  tlje  nain  or  forfeiture  of  the 
treble  value  of  the  tithes  so  taken  or  cMricd' 
away.*'  To  which  a  clause  was  also  aoaed, 
enabling  tlie  said  parsons,  vicars,  &c.  to  eifter 
upon  any  man's  land  for  J:hc  due  seeing  of  his 
tithes,  and  carrying  away  thp  s^uiq  without 
molestation ;  with  other  clauses  hq  less  bene- 
ficial to  the  injured  clerg}'.  And  because  the 
revenue  of  the  clergy  had  been  much  dimi- 
nished by  the  loss  of  such  offerinijs  and  obla- 
tions, as  had  been  acciistomably  made  at  the' 
shrines  of  certain  images  now  either  delaccd  or 
removed,  it  xyas  thqught  mcef  to  make  tliem 
some  amends  in  another  ivay ;  and  thereupon 
it  was  enacted,  "  that  every  person  exercising 
inci-chandises,  bargaining,  and  selling,  cloath- 
ing,  handicraft,  and  other  art  and  faculty,  be- 
ing such  kind  of  persons,  and  in  such  places  :is 
keKtoforc,  withm  the  space  of  40  yeai-s  then 
before  passed,  have  accustomably  used  to  pay 
fuch  personal  tithes,  or  of  riglit  qught  to  pay, 
(other  than  such  as  the  common  day-Ubour- 
crs)  shall  yearly,  at  or  before  tlie  fea.st  of  Eas- 
ter, pay  for  his  personal  tithes  the  10th  of  h\s 
clear ^ains ;  his  qharg^s  and  expenccs,  accord- 
ing to  hjs  estate  and  condition  or  degree,  to  be 
there  allowed,  abated,  and  deducted ;  with  a 
pi-oviso  fqr  some  remedy  to  be  hnd  therein  be- 
tore  the  ordi^iary,  in  the  case  of  tergiversation 
■or  refusal."  But  the  power  of  the  bps,  and 
other  ordinai'ics,  growing  less  and  less,  and 
little  or  no  execuuqn  following  in  that  behalf, 
this  last  clause  proved  of  Uttle  benefit  to  those 
whom  it  rao§t  concerned ;  who,  liying  fqr  the 
most  part  in  market  towns,  and  having  po  pre- 
dial titlics  tp  trust  to,  are  thereby  in  a  far 
worse  condition  than  the  rural  clergy." 

Atiairuie^qfTho.  lord  Sr%^incui\]  Feb.  05th 
a  bill  was  brought  in  to  tlie  lords  for  the  At- 
tainder oftij;Tho.  Seymour,  knt.)ard  Seymour 
of  Sudlej^  lord  high  admiral  of  England,  q\vn 
imcle  to  tlic 'king,  and  brother  to  the  Lord 
Protcciqr.  It  i^as  read  a  l^ud  and  ;kd  time, 
on  the  next  day,  and  the  da}'  following.:  but, 
before  it  pHssctl  rhe  Lords,  "  it  was  thought 
good,**-  saya  the  Journal,  "  tn  send  down  cer- 
tain ministers  of  the  upper  house,  to  declare 
unto  x\\^  mcmln  rs  of  the  nether  house,  the 
manner  uficr  whi^h  the  lords  had  proceeded  in 
this  matter;  i^ud  tc^  declare  unto  thenx  also, 
that  if  I  hey  minded  to  proceed  in  like  sort, 
certain  uoblciti^n,   who  had  ^ivcn  evidcii^ce 


against  the  said  admiral^  should  be  sent  unto 
them,  tQ  declare,  by  mouth  and  presence,  sucfe 
matter  as  by  their  vyritinjj;  shoula  in  the  meaa 
time  appear  before  them."  After  which  fol- 
lows this  mem.  **  that  it  appeai-s  by  the  Jour- 
nal Bodk,  as  well  tliisday,  as  at  every  several 
reading  of  the  bill  for  the  Attainder  of  tlie 
lord  Tho.  Seymour,  Iprd  admiral,  that  tli^ 
Lord  Protector,  his  brotlier,  vv^  present." 

March  2nd,  another  article  is  entered  on  thf 
Journal,  relating  to  the  a/ores;ud  bill,  in  tliese 
words :  "  this  day  were  sent  down  the  uiaster 
of  the  rolls,  sir  Jas.  Hales,  and  serj.  MollineuXy 
with  like  commission,  in  cH'ect,  as  was  sent 
down  tlie  Wednesday  before.  Answer  wa<» 
made,  that  they  would  consult  together,  and 
theraupon  they  would  with  speed  send  up  their 
re3olution;  but  no  haste  having  been  m^de 
tJierein  hy  them  of  tJie  nether  house,  and  th? 
lords  having  sat  so  long,  as  they  though};  the 
time  viery  faj-  spent,  they  concluded  to  depart; 
dcsirip^  the  Lord  Protector  that  it  woulij 
please  him  to  rcpeive  such  answer  as  should 
oe  sent,  touching  this  matter,  from  the  netlier 
house,  and  to  make  report  tiiereof  at  tlie  next 
assembly,  which  shoula  be  on  Monday  next." 
But  though  we  find  that  tlie  protector  was 
present  on  that  day,  yet  no  message  from  th^ 
ooraiooas  is  entered;  and  we  are  only  told, 
that  on  March  5tli,  the  bill  for  the  Attainder 
of  the  Lord  Admiral  w^is  sent  up,  amongst 
otliers,  as  passed  by  that  house. 

But  by  the  Journals  of  the  Commons  it  ap» 
pears,  tliat  this  bill  was  read  there  the  last  day 
of  Feb.  for  the  1st  time;  again  on  March  1st; 
and  that  March  2nd,  the  master  of  the  rolls, 
scrj,  Mollineux,  serj.  Iltdes,  and  tlie  kiiie*$ 
sqlicitqr,  were  sent  irom  the  lords,  to  know  the 
pleasure  of  the  hou$e,  if  it  should  be  resolved 
there  to  pass  upon  the  Attainder  of  the  Adi 
miral  in  such  order  as  was  passed  in  the  higher 
housp.  Hereupon  it  was  ordered,  thjU  adver- 
tisement thereof  should  be  sent  to  the  Lords 
by  some  of  that  house.  Then  it  vas  resolved, 
tliat  tlie  evidence  should  be  heard  orderly,  as 
it  was  before  the  Lords,  j^d  also  to  ^^ouire, 
that  the  Lords  who  affirnied  that  cviaencp 
might  come  hither  and  decide  it  *  viva  voce.' 
And  this  to  be  delivered  to  the  Lqrd  Protector, 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  aod  other  the  ^ung's  privy 
council,  in  that  nouse. 

March  4th,  the  master  of  the  rolk,  &c.  dcr 
clnred  the  king's  pleasure  to  be,  that  the  ad-: 
miral's  presence*  was  not  necessary  in  this 
cqurr,  and  therefore  he  need  not  be  there: 
ai\d  fwrtlier  declared,  that  if  the  house  required 
to  hi^vc  the  LDrds  to  come,  and  to  satisfy  thera 
for  thfe  evidence  s^aiqst  the  admiral,  the  Lords 
would  cqmp.  Then  it  wa?  ordered,  that  Mr. 
Comptroller,  and  others  of  the  king's  privj 
council,  should  hear  the  X^i;'ds,  and  require^ 
that  if  it  ,were  judged  nece6sa<?y  to  have  thQ 
liOrds  come,  that  upon  any  further  ^uit  they 
might  come  down  to  their  house.  The  sani^ 
day  the  bill  for  the  attainder  of  sir  Tho.  Scy-» 
inour,  lord  Seymour,  was  read  a  3rd  tim?  9^ 
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It  appears  by  the  Journals,  that  the  duke  of 
Somerset,  fts  Protector,  sat  in  the  house  of 
Lords  every  day,  Whilst  the  biH  of  attainder 
against  his  otvn  brother  was  depending ;  and 
no  doubt  voted  in  this  'case  of  blood.  From 
whence  we  may  infer,  thAt  the  prosecution  was 
but  too  pleasing  to  him :  since  he  mif^ht  have 
been  well  excused  from  such  an  att'endanrcc  on 
the  late  of  so  near  a  relation,  as  well  as  sign- 
ing a  warrant  for  his  execution.  On  the  20th 
of  March. the  Admiral  was  beheaded;  but  it 
was  amply  returned  upon  the  Protector  in  a 
short  space  after;  and,  as  Grafton  observes, 
•*  the  fall  of  one  brother  proved  the  overtlux)w 
of  the  other.*' 

A  Subsidj/.]  March  Itth,  a  biH  was  passed 
for  granting  a  Subsidy  from  the  Temporality 
to  the  kin^s  maj.  This,  as  the  act  expresses 
it,  was  a  relief  out  of  sheep,  cloths,  goods,  and 
debts,  &c.  to  be  paid  in  3  years.  The  Clercy 
granted  6d.  in  the  pound,  to  be  paid  also  in~3 
years.  In  the  preamble  to  their  bill  they  nc- 
Knowledgcd  the  great  quietness  they  emoycd 
under  th^  king,  hannc;  no  let  nor  impedniifcnt 
in  the.  service  of  Gorf.  But  the,  laity  set  out 
(heir  Subsidy  with  a  muth  fuller  preamble  "  of 
the  great  happiness  they  thad  by  the  true  reii- 
^on  of  Christ ;  declaring  that  they  were  ready 
to  forsake  all  things  rather  than  Christ;  as  also 
to  assist  the  king  in  the  conquest  of  Scoriand, 
>vhich  they  call  a  port  of  his  dominion ;  there- 
fore they  gave  Is.  in  the.  pound  on  all  mens' 
personal  estates,  to  be  paid  in  3  years." 

March  14th,  the  king  being  present  in  the 
house,  all  the  grctit  officers  of  sftatc,  2  mar- 
quisses,  8  earls,  IT  bps.  and  17  barons,  the 
bills  all  obtaihed  the  royal  assent.  After  which, 
his  maj.  in  person,  prorogued  this  pari,  again 
to  the  4tth  of  Nov.  next  ensuing.  There  are 
the  titles  of  no  less  than  60  acts  passed  tliis 
session  in  the  Lords'  Journals;  in  the  printed 
book  of  Statutes  onlv  30.  For  the  titles  of 
the  public  acts  passed  in  this  session,  we  refer 
tile  reader  to  the  list  at  the  end  of  this  reign. 

Act  against  eating  Fksk  in  Lentj  4  <*.]  We 
must  not  omit  making  mention  of  an  act 
\vhich  was  passed  this  session,  against  eating 
Flesh  in  Lent.  In  the  preamble  of  which  it  is 
Said,  "  that  though  it  is  clear,  'by  the  word  of 
God,  that  chore  is  no  day,  nor  kind  of  meat, 
purer  tlian  another,  but  that  all  are  in  them- 
sdws  alike;-  yet  many,  out  of  sensuality,  had 
contemned  sucfa  abstinence,  as  had  been  for- 
merly used ;  and  since  abstinence  wus  a  means 
to  virtue,  and  to  subdue  men*s  bodies  to  their 
soul  and  spirit,  and  was  fipD  necessary  to  en- 
courage the  trade  of  fishing,  and  for  savins^  of 
flesh ;  therefore  all  former  laws  about  fasting 
and  abstinence  were  to  be,  after  the  1st  of 
May,  repealed ;  and  it  was  enacted,  that  from 
the  1st  of  May,  none  should  eat  flesh  on  Fri- 
days, Saturdays,  ember  days,  in  Lent,  or  any 
other  days  that  should  be  declared  fiah-days, 
under  several  penalties.  A  proviso  was  added, 
for  excepting  such  as  should  obtain  the  king's 
licence,  or  were  sick  and  weak ;  and  that  none 
should  be  indicted  but  within  S  months  after 
the  offence." 


And  lastly,  we  shall  conclude  our  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  session,  in  the  words 
of  another  ecclesiastical  writer  (a),  though  it  is 
on  a  quite  different  affair,  but  perhaps  mor« 
conducive  to  the  public  good  than  any  of  th« 
former. 

Bills  for  Relief  of  the  Poor.]  «  There  Avas 
One  thins;,"  says  Strj'pe,  "  debated  in  this 
pari,  which  may  deserve  to  be  here  related. 
For  the  pacifying  of  the  people,  and  making 
the  condition  of  the  Poor  easier  against  gra- 
siers  and  gentlemen,  who  enclosed  commons, 
and  neglected  tillage,  John  Hales,  (that  had 
been  lately  in  a  commission  to  enquire  into 
inciosures,  and  then  saw  and  pitied  the  op- 
pression of  the  poor  country-people)  devised  3 
oills  to  be  put  into  pari. ;  unto  'wliich  lie  first 
made  many  wise  men  privy.  'I'he  one  was  fir 
the  re-editying  of  houses  decayed,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  tillage  and  husbandry.  •  The 
other,  against  regrating  of  victuals  and  other 
things,  w^ierciii  one  principal  point  was,  that 
neither  grasicrs,  nor  none  else,  should  buy  any 
cattle,  and  sell  the  same  again  within  a  certain 
time.  For  as  the  said  Hales  had  learned,  and 
knew  of  certainty,  divers  grasicrs  and  sheep- 
masters  brought  both  cattle  and  money  to  th% 
market,  and  if  they  could  not  sell  their  own  as. 
dear  as  they  listed,  they  carried  them  hom« 
again,  and  bought  all  the  rest.  These  2  bills 
were  fii*st  put  to  the  lords.  The  first  being 
read  was  not  liked.  The  2nd  they  allowed 
and  augmented,  and  sent  down  to  the  Lower 
House ;  where  it  was  so  debated  and  tossed  up 
and  down,  and  at  last  committed  to  such  men, 
and  there  so  much  deferred,  that  men's  affec- 
tions might  there  have  been  notably  discover* 
ed.  And  perhaps,  (said  Hales,  relating  this 
matter  in  a  writing  of  his)  he  that  had  seen  all 
this  would  have  said,  "  That  the  lamb  had 
been  committed  to  the  wolfe's  custody."  lli* 
3rd  bill  was  set  forth  first  in  the  lower  house, 
and  tended  to  this  end,  That  every  man  that 
kept,  in  several  pastures,  sheep  or  beasts, 
sliould  keep,  for  every  100  sheep  that  he  had 
above  six  score,  two  kine;  and  for  every  of 
these  two  kine,  should  rear  one  calf.  And  for 
evci-y  two  kine  that  he  kept  beside,  more  than 
ten,  he  should  rear  one  calf.  By  this  means 
he  thought  and  believed,  that  the  nation  should 
not  only  have  plenty  of  beasts,  wliereof  there 
was  wonderful  great  decay,  but  also  thereby 
the  markets  should  be  replenished  with  milk, 
butter  and  cheese,  the  common  and  principal 
sustenance  of  the  poor.  The  said  Hales  had 
such  an  opinion  of  this  bill,  that  he  durst  have 
laid  his  fife  on  it,  that  if  it  had  proceeded, 
there  would  have  been,  within  5  years  aft6r 
the  execution  thereof,  such  plenty  of  victuals, 
and  so  good  and  cheap,  as  never  %vas  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  besides,  a  great  many  good  things 
ensue,  very  necessary  and  profitable  for  the 
commonwealth  of  the  country.  Which  nei- 
ther by  the  execution  of  the  late  commission, 
nor  yet  by  any  positive  law,  then  in  being, 


(a)  Strype's  Ecdesiast.  Memor.  vol;  II.  p.  134. 
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coaki  be  holfkn.  But,  says  Hales,  Dcmetiius 
aiid  his  fellows  soon  spied  whercunto  this  thing 
tended.  There  was  tbeo  '*  hold  with  me, 
luid  I  will  hold  with  thee.''  Some  alledged  the 
opinioa  of  their  fatliers  in  time  past  (but  these 
had  been  great  sheep-masters)  who  when  the 
like  bill  had  been  propounded,  would  never 
consent  unto  it,  but  said  that  when  any  scar- 
city of  cattle  was,  a  proclamation  was  made 
that  no  calves  should  be  killed  for  a  time. 
Some  4|Ile(lfi;ed,  tliat  men  then  eat  more  flesh 
than  they  (lid  in  time  past ;  and  that  in  Lent 
and  other  fasting  days  heretofore,  the  people 
cat  neither  butter,  milk,  nor  cheese,  and  would 
have  them  do  so  again  for  policy  sake.  And 
thus  these  rich  inclosers  got  the  better  of  these 
gpod  bills  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.'' 
Act  relating  to  "Riots,  4-c.]  Nov.  4tn,  the 
pari,  met  agam.  The  first  thing  we  find  that 
the  Lords  went  upon,  was  to  bring  in  a  bill 

Et  the  spreading  of  false  and  vain  Pro- 
s^  against  tlie  king  or  his  council ;  since 
:h  means  tlie  people  were  disposed  to 
tedition.  For  tlic  first  offence,  it  was  to  be 
panished  by  a  year's  imprisonment,  and  lOl. 
one ;  tor  the  next,  it  was  imprisonment  dHiing 
life,  with  the  forfeiture  of  ^oods  and  chattels. 
Also  another  against  the  Rising  of  the  common 
People  into  unlawful  asseuiUies;  by  which 
iBucn  mischief  had  been  done  lately  in  the 
iinsdom.  By  this  it  was  enacted,  tlmt  if  any 
Co  ue  number  of  19  should  meet  together  un- 
lawfully, for  any  matter  of  state,  ancl  continue 
£>r  the  space  of  an  hour,  and,  being  required 
by  any  lawful  magistrate,  should  not  disperse 
themselves,  it  should  be  treason.  It  was  made 
felony  abo  to  gather  the  people  togeUicr  with- 
out warrant,  by  rii^ingot  bells,  sound  of  drum 
or  trumpet,  or  firing  of  beacons.  And  if  any 
broke  hedges,  or  violentW  pulled  up  pales,  about 
inclosuresy  without  lawful  authority,  it  should 
he  fi^lony.  All  thete  laws  were  made  on  ac- 
count of  tlie  tumults  during  the  last  year, 
which  spread  into  almost  every  county  of 
England. 

Bill  for  enforcing  the  Ecelaiastical  Laws, 
4rc.']  Nov*  14th,  all  the  bishops  joined  in  a 
complaint  to  tlie  lords,  ''  that  tney  were  much 
despised  by  the  conunon  people;  that  vice 
mnd disorder  much  abounded;  and  that  they 
durst  not  punish  any  sin.  by  reason  tliat  some 
late  proclamations  had  almost  totally  deprived 
them  of  any  jurisdiction;  so  that  they  a)uld 
not  oblige  any  person  to  appear  before  them, 
or  observe  the  orders  of  tlic  church."  Tins 
complaint  was  heard,  not  witliout  much  con- 
cern by  the  rest  of  the  lords ;  luid  tlmt  tliey 
might  put  a  speedy  stop  to  this  evil,  the  pre- 
lates were  desired  to  draw  some  form  of  a 
itBtute  for  that  purpose. — On  the  18th,  a  bill 
wa»  brought  into  tne  house,  and  read  oncc^ 
bat  rgected ;  because  by  it  the  hps.  seemed 
M  arrogate  too  much  power  to  themselves; 
therefore  it  was  thought  advisable  to  appoint 
•ome  prudent  persons,  of  each  order,  after 
matnre  deliberation  on  the  point,  to  draw  up  a 
SadbilL    And  the  ahp.  of  Cantefbury,  the 


marq.  of  Dorset,  the  bps.  of  Durham^  Ely, 
Dtchfidd  and  Coventry;  the  lords  Wharton 
and  Statford,  to  whom  were  joined  the  lor4 
Montcagle,  lord  chief  justice  of  the  common* 
pleas,  the  lord  chief  baron,  the  kmg's  attor- 
ney and  solicitor-genoral  were  appointed  a 
committee  for  that  purpose.  ^  But,  to  make 
short  of  this  busmess,  though  the  lords  passed 
a  second  biU  for  the  due  Execution  of  Eccle* 
siastical  Laws,  one  clause  of  which  was.  That 
no  •  person  should  be  cpoployed  in  tkeoi 
who*  nad  not  been  a  student  tor  some  years  in 
an  university;  yet  it  was  laid  aside  by  tho 
Commons,  afler  a  2nd  reading  in  tliat  house. 
"  They  thought  it  better,"  says  bp.  Burnet, 
"  to  renew  tte  design  that  was  in  the  former 
reign,  of  32  persons  being  authorised  to  cooh 

Kile  a  body  of  Ecclesiastical  Laws ;  and  tbese» 
eing  nothing  contrary  to  the  common  and 
stiitute  lav^-s  of  the  land,  should  be  published 
by  tlie  kihg's  warrant,  under  the  great  seal, 
and  have  the  force  of  laws  in  the  ecclesiastical 
courts."  The  effect  whicli  thb  ordinance  had, 
will  appear  in  the  sequel. 

Proceedings  against  the  D.  of  Somerset,'] 
Tliis  pari,  sat  every  day  during  the  Christmas 
holidays,  except  on  the  Great  Festival ;  from 
which  thing,  we  may  imagine  some  matter  of 
moment  was  in  agitation.  Accordingly,  on 
the  2d  of  Jan.  1550,  the  Journal  informs  us, 
that  the  grand  aflair  of  the  duke  of  Somerset 
came  before  them;  introduced  in  this  manners 
"  That  as  tlie  said  duke,  for  divers  peat 
crimes,  committed  against  the  king  and  King- 
dom, had,  on  die  14th  of  Oct.  last,  been 
thrown  into  prison ;  this  day  a  bill  was  read 
in  the  house,  in  which  were  contained  29 
Articles  against  him ;  all  and  sinpilar  of  which 
Uie  suid  dake  had  signed  with  his  own  hand; 
and  had  humbly  cast  himself  upon  his  ndaj.'s 
judgment  and  wilL  Which  voluntary  confes- 
sion, confirmed  by  his  subscribing  it,  they  all 
made  no  doubt  of;  nevertheless,  considenng 
how  eitsily  precipitate  iudgments  may  be  drawn 
into  precedents,  they  thought  proper,  from  their 
body,  to  send  2  earls,  2  barons,  and  4  bps.  tp 
learn  from  his  own  mouth,  whether  the  said 
duke  signed  the  said  Articles  voluntarily,'or  by 
compulsion.  And  the  caris  of  Westmoriand 
and  Bath,  the  bps.  of  Litchfield,  Hereford, 
Worcester  and  Westminster,  the  barons  Cob- 
ham  and  Morley,  were  named  for  that  pur- 
pose." On  the  next  day,  tlie  said  lords  com- 
missioners informed  the  whole  liouse,  that  they 
had  been  with  the  said  duke,  and  that  he  had 
acknowledged  to  tkpn  the  signing  of  the  said 
Articles,  and  contSsed  all  the  crimes  and 
errors  contained  in  them.  And,  besides,  ho 
returned  his  most  hearty  thanks  to  the  house, 
for  tlicir  great  humanity  in  sendiag  such  an  bo* 
nourable  embassy  to  lum.  Bp.  Burnet  writer 
from  the  Council-Book,  that  the  duke  had 
made  his  confession,  on  liis  knees,  before  the 
king  and  council,  and  signed  it  on  tbe  13th  of 
Dec.  last.  He  protested  that  his  offence  had 
flowed  from  rashness  and  indiscretion,  rather 
than  malice,  and  that  he  had^  no  treaeonablt 
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4«sigo  agftinst  the  kin^  or  bis  realms.  So  be 
was  fined,  by  act  ofpuL  in  20001.  a  year 
in  land,  and  the  forfeit  of  all  liis  goods  and 
offices,  which  were  earl  marshal,  lord  trea- 
surer, and  lord  protector.  But  his  carriage 
afler  this  appeared  so  meek  and  humble,  that 
the  king  was  prevailed  upon  to  pardon  him  for 
that  time.  And,  some  time  sifter,  to  make 
him,  again,  one  of  his  privy  council. 

Somt  of  fyen,]  We  muiit  not  ouut  one 
circumstance  relating  to  the  rules  of  the  house 
of  commons,  mentioned  in  tlicir  Journal.  It 
seems  tliat  betbre  this  time  tlie  eldest  sons  of 
peers  were  not  allowed  to  be  members  of  that 
lu>use;  and  that  sir  Frands  Russel,  being,  by 
the  death  of  has  elder  brother,  heir  apparent 
to  the  lord  Russel,  it  was,  upon  tin;  21$t  of 
Jan.  carried  upoa  a  debate,  "  Jbat  he  should 
ttili  abide  in  tlte  house  as  he  was  before." 

Feb.  1^  the  king  came  to  the  house,  and, 
after  sivmg  the  royal  assent  to  tlie  bills,  pro- 
rogued the  oarl.  to  the  21st  of  April  next  fol- 
lowing. The  Journals  of  the  I>ords  give  us 
the  Utles  of  31  Acts  that  were  passed  this 
session;  the  Sutotc-Books  only  24. 

Act  for  defacing  Images,]  An  act  was 
passed  in  this  session,  by  which  it  was  de- 
daredy  That  all  books  used  in  cburcbes,  such 
as  Antiphonales,  Missals,  Gravies,  Processio- 
nals, Manuals,  Legends,  Pies,  Portuasses, 
Journals,  CoQebers  and  Ordinals,  after  the 
use  of  Sarum,  Lincoln,  York,  or  any  otlier 
private  use,  should  be  destroyed:  and  all 
those  who  Iwd  any  image,  that  did  belong  to 
any  church  or  chapel,  were  required  to  deface 
it  before  the  last  day  of  June.  And,  in  all 
primers,  in  Latin  or  English,  set  out  by  the 
late  king,  the  prayers  to  the  saints  were  to  be 
obliterated.  By  virtue  of  this  act,  visitors 
were  appointed  to  visit  the  churches  in  Lon- 
don; and  all  the  Images,  at  st.  Paul's  and 
the  other  churches  in  the  city,  were  taken 
down  and  broke  in  pieces;  which  example 
was  afterwards  followed  through  all  the  other 
diurches  in  Engkind.  By  which  a  great  many 
beautiful  out-side  fronts,  m  our  cathedrals,  &c. 
were  much  deformed ;  the  pedestab  and  niches 
ever  since  left  bare  and  naked,  the  imaiires 
being  almost  all  destroyed  at  this  time.  But 
there  was  a  proviso,  in  this  act,  Tluit  Images 
upon  the  tombs  of  any  king,  prince,  noble- 
man, or  other  dead  person,  not  reputed  a 
saint,  m^t  still  remain. 

From  the  21st  of  April,  this  pari,  was  again 
proroy^,  to  the  10th  of  Oct.  next  ensuing. 
And  from  that  day  another  prorogatipn  took 
(4ace  to  the  20th  of  Jan.  1651 ;  from  wliich 
time  it  suffered  one  more  prorogation  to  the 
2d  of  March,  but  did  not  meet  to  transact 
business,  till  the  23d  of  Jan.  1552. 

A  new  Book  qf  Common  Prayer  authorized 
hf  ParlJ]  Jan.  23,  a  bill  was  brought  into 
the  Lords  for  tlie  appointing  of  an  Order  to 
come  to  Divine  Ser\'ioe;  which  was  agreed  to 
on  the  26th,  and  jent  down  to  the  commons. 
Here  it  laid  a  long  time,  for  it  was  not  till  the 
4th  of  Apdl.that  we  hear  of  it  again :  when 

V0L.1;  ^ 


we  find  it  tacked  to  apother  bill  by  the  com- 
mons,  called,  '  An  act  for  the  uniformity 
of  service  and  administration  of  sacraments 
throughout  the  realm.'  Which  was  to  autho- 
rise  a  new  Common  Prayer-book,  according 
to  some  rules  agreed  on  last  year.  This  the 
Commons  joined  to  the  former,  and  so  put 
both  into  one  tft :  by  this  it  was  first  set 
forth,  *'  That  an  Order  of  Pivinc  Service 
being  publislied,  many  did  wilfully  -  abstain 
from  it,  and  refused  to  come  to  their  parish 
churches;  therefore  all  are  required,  after  the 
fe<ist  of  AllhuUows  next,  to  come  every  Sunday 
and  Holiday  to  common-prayers  under  pain  of 
the  church*s  censure.  And  the  king,  the  lords 
temporal,  and  the  commons,  did,  in  God's 
name,  require  all  abps.  bps.  and  their  ordi- 
naries, to  endeavour  the  due  execution  of  that 
.act,  as  they  would  answer  before  God  for  such 
evils  and  plagues,  with  which  he  might  justly 
punish  them,  for  neglecting  this  good  and 
wholesome  law;  and  they  were  fuuy  autho- 
rised to  execute  the  censures  x>f  the  church 
on  all  that  should  oflfend  against  this  act.'' 
To  which  is  adfled,  '*  That  there  had  beeii 
divers  doubts  about  the  manner  of  the  mi* 
nistration  of  the  service,  rather  by  the  curio- 
sity of  the  ministers  and  mistakers,  than  of  any 
other  cause;  and  that  for  the  better  exphina- 
tion  of  it,  and  for  the  greater  perfection  of 
the  service,  in  some  places  where  it  was  lit  to 
make  the  prayer  and  fashion  of  service  more 
quick  and  earnest,  to  stir  up  christian  people 
to  the  true  honouring  of  Almighty  God ;  there- 
fore  it  had  been  by  command  of  tlie  king  and 
pari,  perused,  explained,  and  made  more  per- 
fect.'' There  was  also,  annexed  to  it,  the 
form  of  making  bps.  priests  and  deacons;  and 
so  this  new  book  of  serviee  was  appointed  to 
be  every  where  received,  after  the  icai>t  of  All 
Saint!  next,  tmder  the  same  penalties  that  had 
been  enacted  3  years  before,  when  the  former 
book  was  issued. 

Biil/or  the  Marriage  qfthe  Clersf]  Feb. 
6,  a  bill  for  the  Marriage  of  the  Clergy  waa 
brought  in  to  the  lords,  and  passed  on  the  10th. 
By  it  was  set  forth,  ''  That  many  took  occa- 
sion, from  the  words  in  *  the  act  formerly 
made  about  tliis  matter,  to  say,  that  it  was 
only  permitted,  as  usury  and  other  unlawfiil 
things  were,  for  the  avoiding  greater  evils ;  who 
thereupon  spoke  slanderously  of  such  Mar* 
riages,  and  accounted  the  chiulrcn,  batten  of 
them,  to  be  Imstards ;  to  the  liigh  dishonour 
of  the  king  and  pari,  and  the  learned  clergy  of 
tho  realm;  who  had  determined,  that  tbeTawt 
against  priests  Marriages  were  most  unlawfiil 
by  the  Uw  of  Oqd ;  to  which  they  had  not 
only  given  their  Assent,  in  convocation,  b^^ 
signed  it  wi£h  their  own  hands.  These  slandera 
did  ^^  occasion  that  the  word  of  Gpd  wat 
not  heard  with  due  reference ;  whereumm  it 
was  enacted.  That  such  Marria^,  made  ao* 
cording  to  ^e  rule^  prescribed  m  the  book  of 
service,  should  be  esteemed  piqd  and  valid  ; 
and  that  the  diildren,  begot  in  them,  tfioiill 
be  inheritable  agcotding  to  iaw." 
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Act  relating  to  HIgfi  Treason. "]  Feb.  16, 
an  act  for  the  punii^hmcnt  of  divci-s  kinds  of 
Treasons  was  brought  into  the  lords^  iind  putsscd 
on  the  ^Oth.  But,  when  it  whs  stnt  down  to 
the  Commons,  it  occasioned  a  long  debate;  and 
many  sliarp  things  was  said  of  those  who  now 
bore  the  s%vav.  It  was  ur^ed,  that  at  the  be- 
j^inning  of  thiii  rfcign  thfe  mmi^try  then  nut  in  a 
bill  for  lessening  thfe  utimbcr  of  buch  offences ; 
but  now  tliey  saw,  by  the  chanj;c  of  coun- 
cils, fnore  severe  laws  were  proposed.  At  last 
the  commons  rejected  the  bill,  but  drc^V  up  a 
new  oliO,  which  passed  into  a  law.  Rv  it  was 
enacted,  "  That  if  any  should  csill  the  Iting,  or 
any  of  his  heirs,  named  in  the  statute  ol  the 
30th  of  the  last  reign,  heretic,  schismatic,  ty- 
rant, infidel,  or  usurper  of  the  crown  ;  fcjr  the 
1st  offence,  they  should  forfeit  their  goods  atid 
chatties,  and  be  hnprisoned  during  pleasure ; 
for  the  ?ud,  should  be  in  a  pnemunire ;  for  the 
Sid  should  be  attainted  of  treason.  But,  if 
any  should  unadvisedly  set  it  out  iu  writing, 
printing,  painting,  carving,  or  gravhig,  he  was, 
for  the  1st  offence,  to  be  held  as  a  tra?tor. 
Likewise,  that  those  who  should  keep  aity  of 
the  king's  castles,  aitiller}-,  or  ships,  6  days 
after  tbey  were  lawfully  required  to  give  llicm 
up,  should  be  guilty  of  Treason,  lliat  men 
might  be  proceeded  against  for  Treasons  Com- 
mittQcl  out  of  the  kingdom  as  well  as  in  it. 
They  also  added  a  proviso,  that  none  should 
be  attainted  ofTreas^mon  this  act,  unless  two 
witnesses  slnmld  come,  and  to  their  face  aver 
the  fact,  for  which  they  were  to  be  tried ;  ex- 
cept such  as,  w  itliout  any  violence,  should  con- 
fess it ;  and  that  none'  should  be  questioned 
for  any  thing,  said  or  written,  but  within  three 
months  after  it  w^is  done." 

Feb,  U'L  In  tlu:  Commons  it  was  ordered, 
Tliat  if  any  burucss  require  Privilege  for  him 
or  his  servant,  he  shall,  uj)On  declaration,  hav< 
a  warrant,  sij^ned  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  obtain 
the  Writ. — And,  for  thnrt,  Win.  Ward,  burgcjs 
of  Lancaster,  obtained  k  writ  of  Privilege  out 
of  the  chancery,  without  a  uanunc  from  fliis 
house ;  it  is  committed  to  Mr.  Muson,  and 
'*'«:  drhei-s,  to  examine  the  matter  and  certifv. 

Act  for  Obsrn'jJHi'C  uf  Jloli/  Dat^s,']  5March 
Srd,  a  bill  was  brought  into  tlio  l>ord>  for  tlic 
Observation  of  Holy  Days  and  Fabtiiiji;  Day*. 
It  was  sent  down  to  the  c0Himfin>  on  the  15th, 
by  ^hom  it  was  passed.  In  the  preamble  to 
this  bill  it  was  set  forth,  ♦*  That  men  are  not 
tft  all  times  so  set  on  the  perrormaiice  of  reli- 
^ous  duties  as  they  ought  to  be;  which  made 
It  necessary  that  there  fliould  be  set  times,  in 
tvhich  labour  w  as  to  cca*^e,  that  men  might  on 
dicse  days  wholly  serve  God.  \\'hich  days 
"v^orc  nut  to  be  accounted  holy  of  their  own 
nature,  but  were  so  called  because  .of  the  holy 
duiies  then  to  be  set  about;  so  that  the  sanc- 
titication  of  them,  was  not  any  magical  virtue 
in  tbnt  time,  but  consisted  in  the  dedicating 
them,  to  Gt)d*s  service.     That  no  day  was  dc 


but  that  these  were  left  to  the  liberty^  of  th« 
church.  Therefore  it  was  enacted,  that  all 
Sundays,  with  the  days  marked  rn  the  Calendar 
and  Li'tuniy,  should  be  kept  as  holy  days;  and 
tfie  bishop's  ivere  to  proceed  by  the  censures 
of  the  church  against  tlie  disobedient."  A 
proviso  was  adiled,  for  the  observation  of  St. 
George'5  feast  by  the  knights  of  the  garter  i;  and 
another^  tliat  labourers  and  f»shcr|uen  might, 
if  need  so  required,  work  on  those  days  either 
in  or  out  oi*  harvest.  The  eves  before  holy 
days  were  to  be  kept  as  fasts ;  and  in  Ixnt, 
and  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  abstinence  from 
flesh  was  enacted.  But,  if  a  hol^  day  was  ta 
fall  on  a  Monday,  the  eve  tor  it  was  to  be 
kept  on  Saturday,"  since  Sunday  was  never  to 
be  a  fast. 

Act  for  Relief  of  the  Poor.]  March  5th,  a 
bill  wsVs  read  in  tfie  //»rds,  for  the  1st  time,  for 
Taxes  and  Assessments  for  relief  of  poor  and 
impottmt  perstms,  and  committed.  The  bill' 
bears  this  title  in  the  Lords'  Journal,  and  it 
prtsj^ed  the  house  in  that  form.  But  this  gave 
ocfasiflri  to  some  members  in  the  commons, 
when  (he  bill  came  before  them,  to  take  no-* 
tice,  tbal  it  was  designed  to  lay  a  tax  on  the 
subject ;  which  was  a  jealousy  not  easy  to  get 
over  in  those  days.  So  that  when  the  act 
passf  d  if  liad  only  this  title,  <*  an  act  for  the 
Provision  itnd  llel'ief  pf  the  Poor;"  by  which 
the  chUri'hwardenH  were  cmpowei*cd  to  gather 
chariTahle  contributions  for  the  poor;  and  if 
any  did  refu-e  to  contribute,  or  did  dissuade 
otlujrs  from  it,  th(»  bishop  of  the  diocese  was 
to  proceed  against  them. 

Art  relating  to  IJsniu.']  Another  bill  was 
brought  in  jigainst  usin-y,  which  passed  both 
houses,  and  was  m;ule'  a  statute.'  By  it,  ai^ 
act  pas'^d  in  the  .'^Zth  of  the  late  king,  '*  that 
iion(  mi'jht  take  above  ?0  per  cent,  on  mo- 
ney lent,"  wa«;  repealed;  which  they  said  wa9 
not  intended  for  the  allowin*:  of  Usury,  but 
for  preventing  farther  inconveniences.  And 
since  I  sury  was  by  the  word  of  ( iod  forbidden, 
and  wr  out  in  divers  pluct  s  of  **cripture  as  a 
n>o^t  odious  and  detestabh'  vice,  which  yet 
many  continue  to  prucrise,  for  the  tilthy  gain 
they'  miike  by  it ;  tii^rcforc.  from  tho  1st  oT 
MuJ',  all  usury  or  gain  from  luoney  lent  was 
to  ceu^t;  and  whos<jevrrcontitmcd  to  practise 
lo  the  contrary,  was  to  forteit  both  principal 
and  interest,  to  suffer  impris<innient,  and  to  be 
linctl  at  the  king's  pKa'>urc."  This  severe  act* 
has  been  since  rcpealed. 

Pririltge  of  Purl.]  March  I8lh  it  was  or- 
dered, "  that  Hugh  rludde,  servant  to  sir  A. 
VVyngfylde,  hhalf  have  pritiliire."  On  fhe^ 
yfiih  u  supplication  was  exLihitcd,  by  John 
Gurdon,  Frenchman,  to  undo  the  Prinhge 
granted  to  Hugh  Fludde.  On  the  'i8th  it  waar 
ordered,  "  that  a  procedendo  shall  be  dliTCted 
to  set  Hugh  Fludde  without  the  nrivileije  of 
this  house,  as  he  was  before,  aird  tr.e  serjtant 
to  deliver  him  prisoner  to  tho  sherilB*  ot'  I^n- 


dicated  to  any  saint,  l3Ut  oidy  to  Cod  in  re-  I  don."  On  tlic'next  day,  *'  where  the  serjtnint 
mombnmce  of  such  saints.  That  the  scripture  j  delivered  H.  Fludde  to  a  seijeant  of  London,- 
li4d  not  determined  the  atimbcr  of  holy  days,  |  he  luudc  an  assault  upon  tii^t  ^eijeaut^  and* 
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Qscapod  out  of  hh  ward ;  wliereof,  by  crcdi We 
report  imulc  to  this  Uou^c,  it  is  ordered,  that 
the  serjeaat  bhall  rof|iiire  rar.  couiptroiitT  to 
•end  to  tills  hous»c  to^iuorrow,  bv  U  oVlork, 
H.  Fluddc  aqd  —  Crekctoste,  to  know  ihc^ 
turtlier  pleasure  of  tlit*  howso.  Ou  the  80th 
lar.  comptfoiler  did  send  Fluddc  and  C'rcke- 
tostc  to  the  house;  whereupon  was  dechired 
by  the  slioriff's  scrirant,  the  misdemeanor  and 
escape  of  Fluddc,  by  the  uieanfi  of  C'rekiluste; 
^hereupon  i^  i**  ordered,  that  Fhidde  and 
Creketostc  slmil  l^c  sent  prisoners  to  the  gate- 
liousc  till  to^mornnv.  On  the  morrow,  the 
Slat,  it  was  onlcrcd  that  If.  Fludde  hhall  be 
remitted  to  the  counter  of  J^mdon,  in  such 
case  as  he  was  before  the  privilcirc  nranlcd  by 
tl>is  house  unto  liim;  and  if  Fludde  ahall  :igree 
>»ith  Gurdon,  that  notwitlustandiuir  tu  abide 
the  order  of  this  house  if  it  he  fiUlnj^ ;  and  if 
not,  then  to  abide  the  onltTof  the  kinjjVcoun- 
pil,  for  the  puuislmient  of  tiiis  misdenieauor, 
when  it  slmll  \w  ordered.  For  CrckHostc,  it 
is  ordered,  that  he  shouhl  remain'  in  uard, 
where  he  wa.%  and  to  biing  him  hither  to- 
morrow, at  10  o  clock ;  and  it  is  ordered,  that 
two  meinbers  shall  uuUce  report  to  nir^  comp- 
tmjler  of  the  misdemeanor  of  FludcU;  tmd 
(JrclyOto^te.  Q^^  the  next  day  it  is  ordered, 
fhat  Crekctnsto  shjdl  be  Mint  prisoner  to  the 
Tower,  by  tlie  Serjeant  of  this  house.  April 
6th,  he  is  ordered  to  be  ditclmr^red  of  the  nn» 
prisonment,  payins;  his  fees,  April  15t|i,  tlie 
day  of  die  dissolution  of  the  purl,  it  is  or* 
liercd,  that  II,  Fludde,  prisoner  in  the  conn* 
tcr,  shall  so  remain,  uutjl  he  havp  satisfied  or 
a;:reed  with  Gurdon  j  and  that  then  the  said 
Fluddc  sliall  be  delivered  to  the  scrjeant  of 
this  house,  and  discharged  of  his  iniprisonr 
mcnt  there,  notwithstandmj;  aqy  otiier  action 
|>eiug  brought  against  hiin  in  London,  sithcnce 
his  first  arrest  for  thju  matter, 

Jhtkc  of  Som^ct  attainted  and  beheaded.] 
April  12tb,  the  Joun^al  infonns  us,  v^  bill  wa^ 
read  in  the  lords  a  3rd  time,  "  for  the  limita- 
tion of  die  late  duke  of  SomersetSi  lan(U}  suid 
also  one  other  bill,  confirming  the  attainder  of 
the  said  duke,  sir  Tho.  Arundcle,  sir  Michael 
Stanhope,  f^ir  lUlph  Fane,  and  sir  Miles  Par, 
trid;j;e,  Wliich  being  3  times  read,  and  agreed 
unto  by  the  I^rds,  were  sent  down  to  the 
}ower  house  by  seg.  Brooke  and  the  kill's  so« 
licitor,  with  request  that  it  rnl^ht  be  annexed 
to  the  aforeMiicl  act  apiiust  the  duke." — The 
duke  of  Somerset  hud  again  fallen  into  a  tmp, 
which  his  enemies  had  laid  for  him;  but  he 
did  not  escape  6o  well  in  this,  tor  it  proved  fa-, 
tal  to  him.  He  was  tried  by  his  peers,  on  aji 
indictment  of  hi^h . treason  and  felony;  ac-. 
quoted  of  the  first,  but  found  guilty  of  the  fe- 
lony; fir  whiih  he  was  beheaded  on  Towei^ 
hill..  The  statute  on  which  thi{>  nobleman  waa 
condom lurd  is  mentioi^e^  before;  bat  the  main 
rcusoii  whicii  nui'le  lum  a  prcv  to  the  carl  of 
Wan\ick,  and  the  re»t  of  his  Implarahlc  enc- 
inies,  was  the  Io&j  of  liis  brother:  his  own 
strength  and  capacicv  not  being  ^urticient  to 
Stem  "the  TioUnci^  oi  *  the  iM'cuiu  wiiic^i  ^icn 


I  run  against  him.     Bp.  Burnet  w  rites,  "  that, 
i  the  dnkc  of  Sunicrsoi's  cstiite  had  b<'on  en- 
*  tailed,  hy^ct  of  psirl.  on  his  :»on,  in  the  y:ird 
of  the  late  reijjn  ;  unci  that  tlic  hill  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  sui.i  ju't  was  sent   down  to   tho- 
I  common^,   .Man:li  .'ird,  and  sis^ned   v\iih    die 
:  king**'  own   hand.     Wljetlicr   the  king  was  so 
[  alienated  from  his  uncle,  that  diis  exiraordi- 
'  nary  thing  was  dom^  by  him  for  the  utter  ruin 
I  of  his  family  or  nt>t,  he  cannot  determine;  hue 
'  he  rather  think"*  it  was  dune  in   hatred  Ui  liie 
'  duche»s  o(  SomtT-et  and  her  is-ue.     For  tlie 
.  estate  m;is  entailed  on   them    by  that  act  of 
,  pari,  ii)  prejudice  of  the  is-iue  of  the  lor;uer 
j  uiarriuge,  of  whom   wc   descended  the  St^-w 
monrd  of  L)e^on<hire,  who  were  disinljcritcd 
and  excluded  from  the  duke  oi'  Sunur^etV  ho- 
nours by  his  patents,  and  from  Iiis  e.^late  by 
act  of  pari,  partly  u}»on  some  iealou>ie.s  he  had 
of  his  former  NNile,  but  chietly  by  the  power 
his  M'cond  wife  had  over  him."    Houe\er,  tins 
hHI  oi'  Repeal  wa-s  much  o|>[>o.ned  in 'the  com- 
mons, though  sent  to  them  in  so  unusual  a  way 
by  the  king  himself.     And  thoi'-jih  there  wa«v, 
ou  the  Jith  of  .March,  a  mes«»age  sent  tVtim  tlie 
lonts,  that  they  should  make  haste  toward)' an 
end  of  the  pnrl.  yet  still  they  >tuck  long  upon 
it;  looking  upon  tlie  breidcing  of  entails,  mmle 
by  act  of  pari,  as  a  thing  of  such  consequence, 
that  it  di>««blved  the  greatest  scnrurity  w  Inch  the 
law  of  Kngland  can  give  to  property.     It  was 
long  argued  in  the  commons,  and  wtis  15  se- 
veral dqys  brought  in^     Ar  last  a  new  bill  was 
devised,  and  that  was  niueh  altered   too;  and 
it  wiLs  not  quite  ended  till  the  day  befin'c  the 
pari,  was  di>solvcd,     But  near  the  end  of  tho 
session,  a  proviso  was  sent  by  tho  I^rds  to  bo 
added  to  the  bill,  confirming  the  att^ind^r  of 
the  duke  t\nd  his  accomplices.     It  seems  his 
eneanics  \youI(|  not  try  this  at  fii>t,  till  they 
had  by  other  means  measured  their  slrengtli 
in  d>at  liousc;  and  finding  their  interest  prow 
there,  they  adventured  on   it;  but  ttiey  mis- 
took their  measures,  for  the  commons  would 
not  agree  to  it ;  though,  in  conclusion,  the  bill 
of  repeal  was  agreed  to.     But,  whercrts  there 
had  been  some  writings  for  a  marriage  bctwecri 
the  earl  of  Oxfonl's  daughter  ancj  tne  duk<?  of 
Somerset's  son,  and  a  hill  was  put  in  for  casn 
sating  them ;  it  w  as  carried  in  the  negative,  na 
a  division  of  the  house,  QO  against  00^"    Tho 
prelate   l\ere   remiurks,   "  that  i;?7    members 
was  a  very  thin  house  at  that  Xnne;  bat  this, 
he  ad4s%  was  a  natural  effect  of  a  lon^  pari.; 
Tr\any  of  those  who  were  first  chosen  being  hi- 
fi  nn,  and  others    not   willing  to   put  tliem-. 
selves  to  the  charge  of  so  constant  and  lon^ 
attendance..**    We   have  <;hosc   to  copy   bp^ 
Burnet,  in  his  account  of  these  particulai-s; 
but  cither  hp  or  the  Journals  of  the  Lords  must 
errin  sQino  of  X^^m^    {t  appears  evidently, 
by  diat  authority,  that  tlicre  was  no  mentiou 
ma4e  of  either  of  thest;  bilN  a^nst  the  duke, 
till  the  lldi  of  April,  when  the  Limitadon-. 
Bill  was  sent  up  from  die  lower  house;  it  was 
rend  a  1st  nod  Qni\  time  that  day,  and  a  pro-* 
viso  Hd4ed  to,  it;  and  th«   d^^  followiji^  i( 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


J 


$99]      TAKL,  history;  5  Edward  VI.  1555.— I^e  King's  Letter  to  the  Sherds.      [flW 


f>assed  the  Lords,  and  had  there  the  bill  of  At*  | 
tainder  tacked  to  it,  in  the  manner  above  re- 
cited. • 

The  bill  of  Attainder  not  passing  in  tlie 
Lower  House  against  the  duke  of  ^merset; 
the  proviso  in  the  Treason-Act,  mentioned  be- 
fore ;  and  that  house  refusing  to  pass  the  bill 
against  the  bp.  of  Durham,  unless  he  was  con- 
fronted by  witnesses  before  them,  shewed 
plainly  what  sense  the  CHmmons  had  of  this 
duke's  condemnation.  It  also  gave  the  duke 
of  Northumberland  a  perfect  knowledge  hOw 
little  kindness  tliey  had  for  him;  for  this  pari, 
being  called  by  Somerset,  h^  friends  had  been 

generally  chosen  to  be  in  it;  and  it  is  no  won- 
er,  if  upon  this  fell,  they  were  not  over  com- 
plaisant to  those  who  had  destroyed  him.  In 
short,  the  minister  made  no  motion  for  a  sup- 
ply this  session,  though  the  king's  debts  were 
then  very  great ;  and  to  gain  one  he  found  it 
necessary  to  call  a  new  pari.  According^, 
on  the  15th  of  April,  tlie  old  one  was  dis- 
solved, ai^er  sitting  almost  5  years;  and  the 
minister  made  it  his  business,  all  that  summer, 
to  gain  friends  all  over  England,  in  order  to 
have  another  pari,  tlie  next  year  more  fit  for 
his  purpoiic. 

A  new  Pari,  called.^  Towards  the  close  of 
the  year  1552,  the  king  called  a  new  pari, 
and  great  c-.we  was  taken  by  the  court  to  nave 
it  answer  tlieir  expectations.  Strype  telb  us, 
that  *'  tlio  king,  as  his  years  came  on,  began  to 
tethimself  about  businesii;  and,  as  he  intend- 
ed to'have  this  parL  composed  of  men  endowed 
with  good  and  great  .abilities,  to  consult  with 
him  on  the  pressing  affairs  and  dilhculties  of 
his  kingdom,  he  caused  letters  to  be  written  to 
every  sheriff  in  the  realm,  directing  them  whom 
to  choose  for  that  purpose."  It  is  very  proba- 
ble, that  the  duke  minister  put  this  specious 
gloss  upon  it,  in  order  to  impose  upon  the 
king's  natural  goodness;  but  this  way  of  pro- 
ceeding, by  influencing  elections,  is  by  no  means 
justifiable  by  the  ancient  custom  aiid  usage  of 
the  realm.  The  letter  itself,  which  the  atbi^e- 
taid  aathor  has  given  us,  is  a  sufhcicnt.  testi- 
mony of  this.    It  18  as  follows : 

"  Trusty  and  well-beloved,  we  greet  you 
well.  Forasmuch  as  we  have,  for  diverse  good 
considerations,  caused  a  summonition  ror  a 
pari,  to  be  made^  as  we  doubt  not  but  yee 
understand  the  ;»atne  by  our  writs  sent  in  that 
Scliah'  unto  you;  we  have  thought  it  meet  for 
he  furtherance  of  such  causes,  as  are  to' be 
propounded  to  the  said  pari,  for  the  dommon 
weal  of  our  realm,  that  in  the  election  of  such 
persons  as  shall  be  sent  to  the  parL  either  from 
our  counties,  as  knights- thereof,  or  from  our 
cities  and  borouglis,  there  be  good  regard  had, 
that  the  choice  be  made  of  men  ot  gravity 
and  knowledge  in  their  own  countries  and 
towns,  tit  for  their  understandings  and  nuali- 
ties,  to  be  of  such  a  great  council.  And  there- 
fore, since  some  part  of  the  proceeding  herein 
shall  rest  in  you,  by  virtue  of  your  office,  we 
do,  for  the  great  desire  we  have  that  thb  our 
pari,  may  be  assembled  with  personages  out 


of  every  country,  of  wisdom  and  experience, 
at  this  present,  will  and  command  you  that  ye 
shall  give  notice,  as  well  to  the  freeholders  of 
your  county^  as  to  the  citizens  and  burgesses 
of  any  city  or  borougli,  which  shall  have  any 
of  our  writs  by  your  direction,  for  the  election 
of  citizens  and  burgesses,  that  our  pleasm^ 
and  commandment  is,  that  they  shall  diuse 
and  appoint,  (as  nigh  as  tliey  possibly  may) 
men  of^  knowledge  and  experience,  within  toe 
counties,  cities  and  boroughs;  so,  as  by  the 
assembly  of  such,  we  may  by  God's  gooilness 
provide  (thorough  the  advice  and  knowiedce 
of  the  said  pari.)  for  the  redress  of  the  lacks 
in  Our  commonweal,  more  effectually  than 
heretofore  hath  been.  And  yet,  nevertheless, 
our  pleasure  is,  that  where  our  Privy  Council 
or  any  of  tliem  within  their  jurisdictions,  in 
our  behidf,  shall  recommend  men  of  learning 
and  wisdom ;  in  sucli  case  their  directions  be 
regarded  and  followed,  as  tending  to  the  same 
which  we  desire,  that  is,  to  have  this  assembly 
to  be  of  the  mo^t  chiefest  men  in  our  realm, 
for  advice  and  good  council." 

After  this  followed  several  letters,  from  the 
king  himself,  recommending  particular  persons 
to  tlie  high  shcrilR  to  be  elected  knights.  The 
writs  for  calling  this  pari,  and  these  letters* 
were  sent  out  in  Jan.  1553,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  meet  tlie  l»t  of  March  following.  John 
Stowc  gives  us  tlie  ceremonials  at  the  opening, 
in  this  manner.  <'  The  1st  of  March  began  a 
pari,  at  Westminster ;  and  all  tlie  lords  spiri- 
tual and  temporal,  assembled  that  daie  in  the 
Whitehall,  in  their  robes,  where  a  sermon  was 
preached  in  the  king's  chapel,  by  dr.  Ridley 
Dp.  of  London,  and  his  maj.  with  diverse 
lordh  received  the  communion.  Which  being 
done,  the  king,  with  the  lords  in  order,  went 
into  the  king's  great  chnmber,  on  the  king's 
side,  which  that  day  was  nrepared  for  the 
lordc's  liousc,  the  king  sitti*|  under  his  cloth 
of  estate,  and  all  the  lords  in  their  degrees ; 
tlie  bp.  of  Ely,  dr.  Godrick^,  Id,  chanc.  made 
a  propo.sition  for  tlie  king,  which  being  ended 
the  lords  departed.  This  was  done  ^>ecause, 
the  king  was  sickly." — Bat  the  reason  ^y  this 
par),  sat  at  Whitehall  was,  because  the  king 
was  so  far  gone  irra  consumption  that  he  was 
not  able  to  go  Westminster.  The  next  day,/ 
the  same  author  tells  iis,  that  James  Dyer,  or 
Diar,  esq.  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  commons. 
And  now  the  Lords  Journal  informs  us,  that 
the  first  thing  of  note  that  they  went  upon, 
was  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  the  better  answering 
the  revenues  of  the  crown,  that  all  treasurers 
and  other  persons,  having  the  receipt  of  any 
of  the  king's  money,  shall  be  veariy  account- 
able, and  put  in  sureties  for  the  same.  This 
bill  occasioned  some  debate,  and  on  the  9d 
reading,  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  lords 
Morley,  Borough,  Bray,  Wentworth,  Russel, 
and  Rich,  protested  against  it.  And  wlicn  it 
was  sent  down  to  the  Commons  they  wholly 
rejected  it ;  but  sent  back  a  new  bill  to  the 
same  purpose  which  passed  into  a  statute. 
Two  other  bills  ako,  in  relation  to  the  statt 
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to  have  God's  holy  word  preached  in  thosfc 
parts,  which  were  wild  and  barbarous  for  lack 
of  good  preaching  and  good  scarclung :  there- 
for^  he  intended  to  Luvc  two  hishopricks  for 
that  diocese;  the  one  at  Durham,  whidi 
should  liavc  2000  marks  Yearly  revenue,  and 
another  at  Newcastle  with  1000 ;  and  also  to 
found  a  cathedral  church  at  the  latter  place, 
witli  a  deanry  and  clmpter,  out  of  the  revenues 
of  the  said  bishoprick.  Therefore  tlie  bishop* 
rick  of  Durham  is  utterly  extinguished  and  dis- 
solved, and  authority  is  given  for  letters  pa- 
tents to  erect  the  two  new  bishopricks  toge- 
ther with  a  deanry  and  chapter  at  NcwcascL^; 
with  a  proviso  that  the  rights  of  tlie  deanry, 
chapter,  and  cathedral  of  Durliam^  should  suf- 
fer nothing  by  this  act.** 

In  the  Journals  are  the  titles  of  17  4icti 
wliich  passed  this  session ;  in  tlie  printed  sta- 
tutes  are  only  14.  The  titles  of  the  Public 
Acts  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  reign.  Oa 
the  31st  of  March  the  king  came  to  tlie  house,  , 
and  gave  the  ld«  chanc.  command  to  dissolw 
this  pari,  after  it  bad  sat  only  1  montli. — Thus 
ended  the  last  pari,  in  this  reign ;  for  Edw.  VL 
soon  after  finislied  both  that  and  liis  ^ort  life  ; 
dying  of  a  deep  consumption,  July  the  6di, 
1553,  in  the  IQtti  year  of  his  age,  and  the  7lli 
his  reign. 


of  th^  Coinace,  were  introduced;  the  1st  was, 
that  it  should  be  felony  to  give  for  any  of  the 
current  coin  of  the  kingdom  above  ^^  hat  was 
appointed  by  the  kin^s  proclamation.  The 
other,  against  the  exportation  of  Gold  and 
Silver  out  of  the  realm.  Tlie  1st  was  rejected, 
but  tlie  last  passed  into  a  law ;  which  was  no 
more  than  reviving  a  statute  made  the  17th 
Edw.  4.  for  the  same  purpose ;  and  was  to 
contintA  for  20  years. 

A  Subsidy.']  Alarch  13.  A  bill  for  a  subsidy 
and  two  15th  s  and  lOtlis,  by  the  temporality, 
was  sent  up  by  the  commons,  and  passed  by 
the  Lords  on  the  17  th;  it  was  granted  Ibr  two 
years.  This  bill  occasioned  great  debates  in 
the  lower-house.  Tlie  preamble  to  it  was  a 
long  accusation  of  the  duke  of  Somerset, 
"  tor  involving  the  king  in  wars,  wasting  his 
treasures,  engaging  him  in  much  debt,  em- 
basing  the  coin,  and  having  given  occasion  for 
n  most  terrible  rebellion.  In  fine,  considering 
the  great  debt  the  king  was  lefl  in  by  his 
father,  the  loss  he  put  himself  to  in  reforming 
the  coin,  and  they  finding  his  temper  to  be  set 
wholly  oh  the  good  of  his  subjects,  and  not  on 
enriching  himself ;  therefore  they  gave  him  two 
lOths  and  two  15ths  for  two  years."  Whether 
the  debate  in  the  commons  was  upon  this  ex- 
traordinary demand  of  a  supply,  or  on  the  pre- 
amble is* uncertain.  But,  it  is  probable,  tliat 
when  the  bill  came  to  be  engrossed  it  was  on 
the  latter;  which  the  duke  of  Nortliumberland 
and  liis  party,  were  the  more  eagerly  set  on, 
to  let  the  king  see  how  acceptable  they  were, 
and  how  hateful  the  duke  of  Somerset  hacl 
been  to  the  people.  The  clergy  also,  to  shew 
their  affection  and  duty,  says  Burnet,  gave 
the  king  6s.  in  the  pound  on  all  their  benefices; 
which  grant,  according  to  custom,  ever  smce 
the  Reformation,  was  confirmed  by  pari. 

Ecelcsiaitical  ProTnothnJ]  March  21,  a 
bill  was  sent  down  from  the  Lords,  that  none 
might  hold  any  Spiritual  or  Ecclesiastical  Promo- 
tion, unless  he  was  either  priest  or  deacon.  The 
reason  of  it  was,  because  many  noblemen  and 
gentlemen's  sons  had  prebends  given  them,  on 
this  pretence,  that  they  intended  to  fit  them- 
selves, by  study,  for 'holy  orders;  but  these 
they  kept,  though  their  studies  went  no  far- 
ther. The  bps.  had  prevailed  upon  the  lords 
to  pass  the  bill ;  but,  at  the  3rd  reading,  it 
was  cast  out  by  the  Commons;  which  shews 
what  poor  interest  the  clergy  had  then  in  that 
house  when  so  reasonable  a  bill  was  rejected. 

Tke  Bishoprick  qft>urkam  lapprciicrf.TThc 
most  extraordinary  act,  on  Church  ASairs, 
which  passed  this  session,  was  that  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  the  Bishoprick  of  Durham.  The 
bill  was  brought  into  the  lords  on  jthe  20th  of 
March,  and  passed  both  booses  soon  after. 
The  preamble  sets  forth,  **  That  this  bishop- 
Yick  being  then  Toid  or  a  prelate,  the  gifl 
thereof  was  in  the  king's  pleasure ;  and  the 
compass  of  it  being  so  lar^  as  to  extend  it- 
self into  several  shires  far  distant,  it  could  not 
be  sufficiently  served  by  one  bp. ;  and  since 
^e  king,  by  fui  godly  disposition,  wat  desirout 
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Taxes  during  tht  Reign  of  Edward  VL 
In  the  first  year  of  this  reign  tuimage  an() 
poundage  was  granted  for  the  king's  lite ;  be- 
sides the  revenues  arising  from  suppression  of 
chauntries,  &c. — ^In  the  next  year  he  had  a  r^ 
lief  granted  him  out  of  sheep,  cloth.s,  goods, 
debts,  &c.  and  6s.  in  the  pound  txom  tJic  clei^y. 
— In  his  tliird  year,  so  much  as  related  to  sheep 
and  cloths  were  released :  but  the  relief  for 
goods  continued.  A  subsidy  was  also  granted 
liim  of  Is.  in  the  pound  on  goods,  and  of  every 
ahen  Ss* — In  the  7tb,  and  last  year  of  bis 
reign,  he  had  a  subsidy  of  two  lOths  and  two 
15tns.    The  clergy  also  gave  ds.  in  the  pound. 

Price  ofProvisient  in  the  Reign  (fEdtoard  VL. 
In  1550,  a  large  house  in  Channon-row,Wc6t« 
minstcr,  within  the  precincts  of  the  court,  wai 
let  to  the  comptroller  of  the  king's  household, 
at  30s.  per  ann  — In  1551,  wheat,  8s.  per  qr,  ; 
malt,  5/1;  malmsey,  4d.  per  qt ;  oats,.8s. ; 
straw,  5s.  per  load ;  ooal;{,  12s.  per  ditto.— £i 
1552,  barley,  58.  In  this  year  tlic  price  ^f 
French  wines,  of  Grascoygne  and  Guynne,  were 
settled  by  pari,  at  8d.  per  gallon;  wines  of  R6- 
chel,  at  4d. ;  and  no  other  wines  of  higher  v4« 
lue  to  be  sold  for  more  than  12d. — Hi  1553,^ 
wheat,  8s.  per  or.  j  malt,  5s. ;  Muscadel  wine, 
6d.  per  quart ;  Mahnsey  do.  Sd, :  red  wide,  3d. 

List  of  Counties,  and  Bcrmtghs  to  whom  the 
Prmiege  of  sending  Reo^eeentiUives  to  ParL 
was  granted  or  restorea  Inf  Edward  VL 

Saltash  Grampounil 

Camelford  -             Bossiney 

Portpigham,  alias          St.  Michael 

Wcstiow  Newport 
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?t.  Albaiif  Thetfonl 

3laidslonc  (fl)  PetcrboroMgh 

^rc^ton  I^rackK^v 

IVifTun  Litclilirld 

Ixvcrpool  JIcvcloii 

lioston  Thlrsk 

Wc»txiiii)8l.er 

i3orough5  !22 — Mtmhors  44. 

Atts  pmsed  pasfcd  in  the  Hcifin  of  KJttard  VI. 
1  Edw.  VI. —  1.  Aw  act  apuinst  «U'  h  prrsoiis 
as  shall  unrevcrrntly  »penk  ngain^t  tfio  Sutra- 
uiciu  of  tlic  Ahar,  luid  of  icciiviiij;  thtrcof 
under  both  kinds.  2.  For  ihc  election  of  bi- 
shops. 3.  For  the  puni^lill)g  of  vagabond.'', 
nnd  <t>r  the  relief  ol'  thv.  poor  nnd  impotent 
pcr<^ons.  4.  Tor  tenures  lioldcn  in  aipitc,  5. 
That  no  horscj*  shMl  be  conve.vrd  out  of  tliis 
reaini,  and  other  the  kinji^V  doniinions  without 
liceurc.  tj.  For  thccontimiaiu'e  of  nmkinj;  of 
worsted  yarn  in  Norfolk.  7.  For  the  contiiui- 
anec  of  actions  after  llie  death  of  any  king. 
8.  For  the  contirniation  of  letters  patents.  9, 
For  the  uniiing  of  certain  chnrehis  witliii  the 
city  of  York.  10.  For  the  exigents  and  pro- 
ctaiuations  in  Wales,  and  in  tiie  county  pala- 
tine of  Chester,  and  also  in  the  city  of  Chester. 
11.  For  the  repeal  of  a  certain  ^tat^tc  made 
in  tho-  28th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  kins: 
of  most  famous  memory,  Henry  \'l II.  tor  re- 
voking of  act!)  of  pariiuraent^  12.  For  the  ro- 
{)cui  of  certain  statutes  concerning  treasons, 
ielonic!;,  ike,  13.  For  the  subsidy  of  tunna<;e 
and,  poundage  of  merchandutes,  with  a  proviso 
tor  tlie  coutimiHtion  of  the  privileges  of  the 
merchants  of  the  Stil  Yard;  nhich  proviso 
»hall  endure  but  only  to  tlie  end  of  this  pari. 
14.  \V  hereby  certain  chauntries,  colleges,  free 
chapels,  apd  the  possession*;  of  the  same,  be 
given  to  the  king's  majesty.  1,5.  Concerning 
the  king's  most  gracious  general  pardon. 

2 — i5  Edw.  VI. — 1,  An  act  fgr  the  uniformity 
of  service  and  administration  of  the  Sacraments 
tliroughout  the  realm.     2.  For  the  refornmtion 
of  captains  and  soldiers  serving  in  the  wars.  3. 
Toucinng    purveyors.     4.  For  the   sheritis  of 
England  to  have  certain  allowances  upi>n  their 
■  account!'.     5.  Touching  the  remitting  of  fee- 
farms  for  three  years,     (i.  Agaiut  the   exac- 
•  tion  of  roonpy  aQ<i  other  things,  by  any  otliccr 
for  licence  to  traffic  into  Ireland.     7.  Against 
the  crafty  and  deceitful  buying  of  pensions. 
8.  ToQclung  the  finding  of  officers  before  cs- 
clieators.     9.  For  the  true  currying  of  leather. 
10.  For  the  true  making  of  malt.     11.  F'or 
'  the  true  tanning  of  leather.     1?.  For  the   as- 
'  $urance  to  the  tenants,  of  grunts  and  leases 
'  made  of  the  dukp  qf  Somerset's  dcmcati  lands. 
13.  F'or  the  true   payment     of    tithes.     14. 
Against  the  shooting  of  bail-shot.     15.  Totich- 
mg  victuallers  ami  handrcratlsmen.     K).  For 
the  removing  of  such  as  have  the  castx>dy  of 
■  I  *     ■  t 

(a)  It  forfeited  its  privilcce  uadcr  queen 
Mary,- by  adhering  to  Wyai s  rebellion;  but 
wa^  restored  by  queen  Eluabetli. 


castles  and  fortresses  upon  the  borders,  and 
brvond  the  seas.  IT.  For  the  confirmation  of 
the  attainder  of  sir  NVm.  .Sharin;j;toit,  knt.  18. 
For  the  attainder  of  sir  I'lv*^  .Vnnor,  knt.  lord 
Sciujor  ot  S»idlev,  atid  high  admiral  of  tng^ 
hind.  10.  For  the  nbstinenru  from  flesh  m 
Lent.  20.  An  Incumbent  for  ujt  pacing  hi* 
tenths  due  to  the  kin;:,  the  f.aiwe  bciii!:  de- 
manded, shall  be  deprived  of  that  bei»efice. 
21.  To  take  nway  all  positive  l;iv\#  n»adQ 
against  the  mai  riaixe  of  piio^ts.  2'2.  C'oncern- 
iiig  the  toio^JiiiJg  of  cu-^lonis  in  other  mcn*]| 
name-.,  to  the  di:t.cit  of  the  king.  23.  For  the 
repeal  of  a  5U\iutc  touchii-g  maniufc  coiit 
tracts.  21.  For  the  triaU  of  mimlers  and  le-r 
lonies,  connnrited  in  several  cquntio.  'p.  For 
tlic  keeping  of  couniy«djty?».  GO.  Against  tlie 
carrying  of  white  ashc>  out  of  this  rcahn.  27. 
Against  the  false  forgin.^  or'  ga  Id,^  oi'  >tt'cl, 
28.  Fm-  lines  with  proclamauoiis  in  the  cotiiuy 
palatine   of  CheMer.      21».   Ai;ainst    ^odomy^ 

30.  For  the  towns  of  l{\c  and  \Vinchci>cy, 
and  for  the  castin;:  of  ballast  into  tiie  CandM:r. 

31.  For  the  city  of  C>iie-ter,  toucliiu^  the  takr 
hijs,  of  recognizance.^.  32.  For  the  cMiitiuu- 
ancc  of  ceitam  statutes.  33.  That  no  m»u 
stealing  btuse  or  horses  ^lulll  enjoy  the  henelit 
of  his  cicr-y.  3^4.  1  or  the  sheriif  of  Northr 
umbirland  to  be  accunnthhlc  for  his  otiicc  a» 
otlier  *jierirt*s  be.  3."),  For  the  conlinnution  at 
the  subsidy  of  the  clergy.  3d.  For  the-  relief 
granted  to  the  king .-»  majesty  by  the  lords  and 
commons.  3r.  Against  tlie  carrying  of  belU 
metal  out  of  the  realm.  30.  For  the  paving 
ofCalice.  39.  The  king's  majesty's  free  and 
general  pardon. 

3 — 4  Edw ,  \'I, — 1 .  A n  hct  tliat  tlie  lord  clum- 
cclUir  or  lord-keeper  of  the  great  seid  for  the 
time  being,  shal<  name  and  appoint  the  Casto$ 
Roluforum  throucht)ut  all  shires  of  Eiiglanc^ 
according  as  in  times  past  it  hath  been  accus- 
tomed. 2.  For  the  true  making^  of  woolica 
clotlis.  3.  Concerning  the  imprqvcinents  of 
connnons  and  waste  grounds,  4,  Concerning 
grants  and  gifts  made  by  patentees  out  of  let- 
ters patent*.  5.  For  tlip  punishitieiH  of  u.i- 
lawful  assemblies  and  risijigs  of  the  king's  sub- 
jects. G.  Concerning  the  repeal  of  a  brancti 
of  an  act  of  parliament  mwle  in  the  last  ses^iou, 
for  buying  of  tanned  leather.  7.  For  the  rc^ 
peal  of  a  statute  made  in  the  2,ith  year  of  kin^ 
lleiiry  Vlll.  touching  tlie  taking  of  wild-fonl 
at  certain  times  in  the  year.  8. ,  F'or  the  coiv- 
tinuaucc  of  tlie  statute  of  sewers.  9.  For  the 
buying  of  r.iw  liidc-s  and  c;Uves-ikins.  10, 
I'Vrthe  abolishing  and  putting  awuy  of  dixeifs 
books  and  images.  It.  That  the  king's  ma- 
jesty may  nominate  and  appoint  32  persons  to 
peruse  and  make  ecclesiastical  laws,  llj.  F'or 
the  ordcrii^  of  ecclc^astical  ministers.  18. 
for  the  restitution  in  blqr>dpf  sir  Wra,  Sliaring- 
ton,  knt.  14.  For  the  restitution  m  hbod  of  ' 
Mary  Scimor,  daughter  ta  sir  Thos.  Scimor, 
knt.  lord  Scimor  of  Sudley,  late  admiral  of 
England.      15.  Against  fond  and  fantiutical 

(prophecies.     1G.  Touching  the  punishment  of 
vjigaboiyls  and  o^hcr  idle  persons.  17.  Against 
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tnim^fal  hunting  in  any  park,  forest,  chase,  or 
other  inclosed  ground.  18.  Concerning  fee- 
Ihnns,  mentioned  in  ttie  last  session.  19.  For 
the  buying  and  selling  of  rother  beasts  and  cat'^ 
tie.  ^.  Touching  the  repeal  of  a  certain 
branch  of  Im  act  passed  in  the  last  se:>sion  of 
this  pari,  concerning  victuallers  and  artificers. 
91.  For  the  buying  und  selling  of  butter  and 
cheese.  2?.  Touching  the  retaining  of  jour- 
neymcm  by  divers  persons.  23.  Concerning 
tlie  release  of  the  branches  in  the  Jnst  act  of 
relief  for  the  payments  of  sheep  and  cloths : 
and  al^  a  grant  of  a  suhsidy^  to  be  paid  in  one 
year.  •54.  Of  the  king's  majesty's  most  free 
and  genera]  pardon. 

5 — 6  Edw.  VI.— 1.  An  act  for  the  uniformity 
of  common  prayer  and  administration  of  the 
sacramentsv  2.  For  the  provision  and  relief 
of  the  poors.  S.  For  the  keeping  of  lioly-days, 
and  fasting-days.  4.  Against  quarelling  und 
fighting  in  churches  and  cburcli-yards.  5.  For 
the  maintenance  of  tillage,  and  increase  o{ 
Corn.  6,  For  the  true  making  of  woollen  cloth. 
7.  Limiting  the  times  for  buyhig  and  stalling  of 
wools.  8.  Limiting  what  persons  shall  weave 
or  make  broad  woollen  cloth.  0.  That  no 
man  robbing  any  hou^,  booth  or  tent,  shall  be 
admitted  to  rlie  benefit  of  his  clergy.  10.  To 
take  away  the  bcnefrt  of  clergy  from  such  as 
rob  in  one  shire  and  flee  into  another.  11. 
For  the  punishment  of  divers  treasons.  12. 
For  declaration  of  a  statute  mode  for  the  mar- 
riage of  priests,  and  for  the  legitimation  of 
their  children.  18.  For  the  declaration  of  a 
statute  made  in  the  31st  year  of  king  Henry  8, 
touching  religious  persons.  14.  Against  re- 
grators,  forcbtallers,  and  ingrossers.     !.•>.  A- 

fainstregrators  of  tanned  leather.  IC,  Against 
uyiiig  nnd  selling  of  offices.  17 .  For  the  cof  iti- 
nuance  of  ccrtam  statutes.  18.  Repealing  a 
statute  made  in  the  4th  year  of  Hen.  7,  against 
the  bringing  in  of  wine  and  woad  in  striuige 
bottoms.  19.  Touching  the  exchange  of  gold 
and  silver.  20.  Against  usury.  21.  Agamst 
tinkers  und  pedlars.  22.  For  the  putting  down 
of  gig-mills.  23.  For  the  true  stuffing  of  fea- 
thcr-bed5,  mattrasses  and  cushions.  24.  For 
the  making  of  hats,  dornecks,  and  coverlets, 
at  Norwich,  in  the  county  of  Xo-rfolk .  2o,  Fur 
keepers  of  alehouses  to  be  bound  by  recogni- 
zance. 26.  For  wrifs  upon  proclamatiims  and 
exigents,  to  be  current  within  the  county  pa- 
latine of  Lancaster.  ' 
7  Erfw.  VJ. — 1.  An  act  for  the  true  answer- 
ing of  the  king's  nnijesty's  revenues.  2.  For 
tlie  dissolving,  uniting,  or  amiexine  of  certain 
courts,  lately  erected  by  the  king  that  dead  is. 
9.  For  the  confirmation  of  the  kmg's  majesty's 
letters  patents  of  bargains  nnd  sales,  notwith* 
standing  tlic  lack  or  loss  of  tlic  particulars,  or 
tlie  bill  assigned  of  the  patentee.  4.  That  all 
patentees  of  collcctorsnips  of  tenths  shall  be 
bound  for  their  collections.  5.  To  avoid  the 
excessive  prices  of  wines.  6.  Kevidng  a  sta- 
^te  miidc  m  the  17th  year  of  king  £dw.  4, 
touching  the  cannng  of  gold  and  silver  out  of 
the  reulm..    7.  Fur  th(»  ossbe  uf  fuel.    8.'  Fur 


the  true  fulling  and  thicking  of  caps.  9.  For 
the  making  of  white  plain  streights,  and  pinned 
white  streights,  in  Devon  and  Cornwall.  10. 
For  the  tinlting  and  annexing  of  the  town  of 
Gateside  to  the  town  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

11.  For  the  contuiuance  of  certain  statutes. 

12.  For  the  grant  of  a  subsidy  and  two  15ths 
granted  to  the  king*^  majest^  by  the  tempo- 
ralty.  13.  For  tlie  confirmation  of  a  subsidy 
granted  by  the  clergy.  14.  For  the  king^ 
majesty's  most  gracious,  general  and  free 
pardon. 

Mary. 

On  the  8th  of  Aug.  1553,  writs  were  tssned 
for  a  purl,  to  meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  5tli 
of  Oct.  following.  In  the  mean  time,  it  was 
thought  necessary  that  Mary  should  be  crown- 
ed, which  was  done  on  tlie  1st  of  that  month. 
And,  in  onler  to  sofVen  tlie  minds  of  her  sub- 
jects, and  dispose  them  to  a  good  opinion  of 
hf  r  -^ovt.  the  queen,  by  the  advice  of  Gardiner, 
bp.  of  Winchester,  not  only  put  ont  a  general 
Pardon,  hut  published  a  proclamation  to  thifi 
effect ! — "  That  whereas  the  good  subjects  of 
England  had  always  exhibited  aid  to  their 
princes,  when  the  good  of  the  pubUc  and  ho- 
nour of  thi?  i-ealm  required  it;  and  the  queen, 
since  her  coinmg  to  the  crown,  found  the  trea- 
sury x%as  tnan-elously  exhausted,  by  the  evil 
«?ovt.  of  late  years,  especially  since  the  d;ike  of 
Northumberland  bore  rule;  though  she  found 
herself  charged  with  divers  great  suras  of  hct 
brother's  debts,  which  for  her  own  honour,  and 
the  honour  of  the  realm,  she  detennihed  to 
pay  in  times  convenient  and  reasonable ;  yet, 
Imving  a  >pecihl  regard  to  the  welt'fire  of  her 
subjrns,  und  accounting  th<;ir  loving  hearts 
an^  prosperity  the  chicfest  treasure  which  she 
desired,  next  to  the  favour  and  grace  of  God; 
therefore,  since  in  her  brother's  last  pari,  two 
lOths,  two  15ths,  and  a  subsidy,  both  out  of 
lands  and  goods,  wore  given  to  him  for  paying 
his  debts,  which  were  now  due  to  her ;  she,  of 
her  great  clemency,  did  fully  pardon  and  dis^ 
charge  these  subMdies;  trusting  that  her  sai4 
good  sul;jccti  wifl  have  loving  consideration 
thereof  for  their  parts,  %\hora  she  heartilv  re- 
quires to  bend  themselves  wholly  to  God,  to 
icrve  him  sincerely,  and  with  continual  prayer, 
for  rlie  honour  uni  advancement  of  the  queen 
and  the  commonwealth.*' 

At  the  time  appointed,  viz.  Oct.  5th,  the 
tw  o  hou.ses  met  at  NVestmiuster.  The  foUowiiijj 
are  the  names  of  th^ 

Peers  summoned  to  this  Pari, 


Win.  marquis  of  Win- 
chester, lord  great 
treasiircrof  England 
Tho.  lord  Fit/water 
Tlio.  duke  of  Norfolk 
Henry  earl  ofArundele 
John  earl  of  Bedford 
Edward  earl  of  Derby 
Henry  euil  of  Suisux 


Fran.  e.  of  Shrewsbury 
Henry  earl  of  Rutland 
Francis  earl  of  Hunt- 
ingdon 
John  earl  of  Oxford 
Will.  e.  of  Wonester 
I  Jen.  e.  ofCumberland 
Henry  earl  of  We»t- 
niwrfland 
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John  earl  of  Bath 
Wm.  earl  of  Pembroke 
Edward  earl  of  Devon 
Walter  vise.  Hereford 
Tho.  West  lord  De  la 

War 
Ceo.Brook  Id.Cobham 
Jn.  Nevile  Id.  Latimer 
^^rge   Zoucbe  lord 

Zoucbe 
lienry    Parker    lord 

Morley 
Rd.  Ricb,  lord  Rich 
Wm.  lord  WUIoughby 
George  lord  Evers 
Georee  lord  Darcey 
Tbo.  lord  Wharton 
Hen.  lord  JBergavenny 
Tho.  lord  Sandys 
Jolm  lord  Mordaunt 
Robert  lord  Ogle 
Wm.  lord  Biugbc 
Jolm  lord  Bray 


Tho.   lord   Vaux    of 

Harradon 
Wm.  lord  Wyndesore 
Wm^ld.Grcv  of  Wilton 
Cbarleslord  Stourton 
Wm.  lord  Dacres  of 

Gillesland 
Tfao.  Stanley  Id.  Mont- 


Jn.ToUchetld.  Audley 
Edw.  Fenys,  Id.  Clyn- 
ton,  Id.  high  admi- 
ral of  Enghind 
Tbo.    Id.    Darcey  of 

Chicbe 
Wm.   lord  Paget   of 

Beaudesert 
Tbo.  lord  Wcntworth 
John  lord  Conyers 
Henry  lord  Stafford 
John  lord  Lumley  of 

Lmnley 
George  lord  Talbot 


The  pari,  commenced  with  much  formality ; 
a  solemn  mass  of  the  Holy  Ghost  beins  sung 
in  Westminster  church,  according  to  the  an> 
cient  custom.  The  Queen  ro&  thither  in 
her  parliamentrrobeSy  all  the  bps.  and  lords  in 
their  scarlet  robes  attending,  trumpets  blow- 
ing before  them.  When  she  heard  mass,  two 
bps.  waited  on  her,  one  whereof  dcUvercd  her 
the  chapter  and  otlier  things.  Ailerwards 
they  all  wci^t  to  the  pari,  house,  the  earl  of 
Devonshire  bearing  the  sword,  and  the  earl  of 
Westmoreland  the  cap  of  maintenance,  before 
the  queen. 

The  Journals  of  the  lords  in  this  pari,  being 
lost,  wc  must  have  recourse  to  the  imperfect 
Journal  of  the  Commons.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
that  'the  queen  did  not  alter  the  style  tlmt  her 
father  and  brother  Edward  had  taken,  in  the 
writs  for  calling  this  pari,  but  the  '  Supremum 
Caput  Ecclesiae  Ang.'  was  in  them  as  usual 
The  aforesaid  Journal  acouoints  us,  that  John 
Pollard,  esq.  was  elected  Speaker;  and  tliat 
on  the  9nd  day  of  the  session,  one  member 
moved  for  a  review  of  the  laws  made  by  the 
late  king  Edward;  which,  ai\er  l)eing  argued 
a  while,  was  for  that  time  laid  aside,  and  tlie 
bill  for  tonnage  and  poundage  put  in  instead  of 
it.  After  this  a  debate  arose  upon  the  case  of 
one  dr.  Nowel,  who  being  returned  a  member 
for  Loo  in  Cornwall,  and  being  also  a  preben- 
dary of  Westminster,  whctlier  he  could  sit  in 
that  house?  A  committee  being  appointed  to 
search  tor  precedents  in  this  case,  it  was  re- 
ported, that  the  doctor  beins  represented  in 
the  convocation,  could  not  be  a  member  o( 
that  house ;  and  upon  this  he  was  expelled. 
The  bill  for  tonnage  and  poundage  was  sent 
up  to  the  lords,  who  returned  it  to  the  com- 
mons, to  be  refonned  in  two  provisoes  that 
vberc  not  according  to  former  precedents. 
••  liOw  far,"  says  bp.  Buniet,  "  this  was  con- 
trary to  the  rights  of  Uie  commons,  wlio  now 
say  the  lords  cannot  alter  a  money  bill,  I  can- 
not detciiuiue." 


Act  for  limUinf  of  TVeasm  and  Fc/imifs.] 
The  only  pubUc  bill  which  passed  in  this  short 
session  was  one  for.  repealing  certain  Treasons, 
Felonies,  and  Premunires.    By  which  it  was 
ordained,  that  nothing  should  be  judged  trea«- 
sou  but  what  was  within  the  statute  of  trea- 
sons made  in  the  25th  of  Edw.  HL  and  that 
nothing  should  be  judged  felony  that  was  not 
so  before  the  1st  of  Henry  Vul.  exception 
&om  any  benefit  of  this  act  all  ^ch  as  had 
been  in  prison  before  the  last  of  Sept.  wha 
were  also  excepted  out  of  the  queen's  pardon 
at  her  coronation.    To  make  tne  better  way 
for  this  bill  to  pass,  there  were  many  membenl 
in  both  houses  who  shewed  themselves  exceed* 
ing  hot  affaiufit  king  Henrv^s  laws,  especial!/ 
such  of  mem  as  extended  their  penalties  t» 
deatli.    Some  of  these  zealous  speakers  were 
of  the  queen's  privy  council,  and  others  wevei 
Uwyers,  who,  oy  tliis  their  forwardness,  were 
made  soon  after  of  her  learned  council.   They 
inveighed  against  them  as  cruel  and  bloody 
laws.    They  termed  them  Draco's  laws,  which 
were  written  in  blood.    Some  said  tliey  were 
more  intolerable  than  any  laws  that  Dionysius^ 
or  any  other  tyrant,  ever  made.    **  As  many 
men/*  says  Strype,  **  so  many  bitter  names 
and  invectives  Were  bestowed  on  these  laws. 
Insomuch,  that  one  would  have  thought  this 
reign  would  have  been  more  tender  of  men's 
lives  than  any  before  it."    But  the  conae-* 
quencc  will  shew  it  uMch  otherwise.    The 
preamble  to  this  act  declares,  '^  that  the 
queen  calling  to  her  remembrance  that  many 
hon.  and  noble  persons,  and  others  of  good 
reputation,  had  lately,  for  words  only,  sufiered 
shameful  deaths,  not  accustomed  to  nobles. 
Therefore,  of  her  clemency,  and  trusting  her 
loving  subjects  were  contented  that  such  dan- 
gerous and  painful  laws  should  be  abrogated; 
urom  henceforth  no  act,  deed,  or  offence  that 
had  been  bv  act  of  pari,  made  treason,  &cc.  by 
words,  writing,  cypliering,  deeds,  or  otherwise, 
should  be  taken,  had,  or  deemed  to  be  high 
treason,  petty  treason,  &c.  provided  that  no* 
tlung  in  tliis  act  should  in  any  wise  extend  to 
give  any  manner  of  benefit,  advantage,   or 
commodity  to  any  person  or  persons  who  were» 
on  or  before  the  lost  day  of  Sept.  arrested  or 
imprisoned  for  treason,  or  to  any  person  here« 
tofore  indicted  of  treason,  petty  treason,  &c   . 
before  the  said  lost  day  or  September.    All 
these  were  to  suffer  sucli  pains  of  death,  lossc^ 
forfeitures  of  lands  and  goods,  as  the  iaw>  in 
such  cases  of  treason,  directed."    By  which 
act,  says  Strype,  all  those  of  king  fdwanTs 
friends,  lady  Jane's  well-wishers,  or  Protestant 
professors,  who  had  been  taken  up  and  croud* 
ed  into  jaib,  could  receive  no  b^iefit  by  this 
woudertul  act  of  clemency.    Bp.  Burnet  also 
observes,  that  this  act  of  repeal  was  no  more 
than  what  had  passed  in  the  beginninc  of  the 
late  king's  reign,  without  the  dog  of  such  a 
severe  proviso. 

Two  private  bills  were  also  p«8sed  in  this 
^ssion  ;  the  one,  for^the  restitution,  in  blood, 
of  die  lady  Ocrtiiida  Courtney,  widow  to  Uenrj 
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Courtney,  late  marq.  of  Eieter ;  who  had  been 
attamced  ia  the  Sead  of  Heorj  VIII. ;  aad 
the  other  Cor  her  son,  sir  £dw.  Courtaey,  earl 
<^  Devonshire.  .  After  the  queen  had  given 
her  assent  to  those  bills,  the  parL^  was  pro- 
rogaed  fircoi  the  91st  to  the  24tL  of  October. 
Act  decturing  the  Queen* i  legiiimaty,]  When 
the  pari,  met  again,  the  bill  tor  tonnage  and 
poundage  was  resumed  in  the  commons,  and 
passed  m  two  clays.    The  next  was  a  bill  con- 
cerning king  Henry's  marriage  with  the  queen's 
mothffr,  declaring  the  queen^s  highness,  as  the 
title  expresses  it,  to  be  bom  in  lawful  wedlock. 
This  bill  was  sent  down  by  the  kinfs,  on  the  ' 
$6th,  and  the  commons  passed  it,  nan,  con.  on 
the  28th ;  so  strangely,  says  Burnet,  was  the 
atccam  turned,  that  a  divorce,  which  had  been 
for  7  years  much  desired  by  the  nation,  was 
aow  repealed  on  fewer  days  omsultation.  The 
preamble  to  this  act  has  tnese  remarkable  ex- 
pressions ;  "  That  truth,  how  much  soever  ob- 
scured aoid  bom  down,  wiU.  in  the  end,  break 
out;  and  tliat  therefore,  they  declared,  that 
Henry  VIII.  being  lawfulW  married  to  queen 
Catherine,  by  consent  of  both  their  parents, 
and  the  advice  of  the  wisest  men  in  the  realm, 
and  of  the  best  suod  notablest  men  for  learn- 
ing in  Chnstendom,  did  continue  in  that  state 
SO  years,  in  which  God  blessed  them  with  her 
m9^,  and  otltcr  issue,  and  a  course  of>  great 
faapfnness;    but  then  a  very  few  malicious 
persons  did  endeavour  to  break  that  happy 
agreement  between  them,  and  studied  to  pos- 
aess  the  king  with  a  scruple  in  liis  conscience 
about  it ;  and  to  support  that  did  eet  the  seals 
of  some  universities  asainst  it,  a  tew  persons 
being  corrupted  with  money  for  that  end. 
They  bad  also,  by  sinistrous  ways  and  secret 
threatnings,  procured  the  iicals  of  the  universi- 
ties of  this  kingdom,  and  Anally  Thos.  Cnm- 
mer  did  most  ungodlily  and  agamst  law,  judge 
^be  divorce,  upon  his  own  unadvised   under- 
ftandiug  of  the  scriptures,  i^n  the  testimo- 
nies of  the  universities,  and  some  bare  and 
f^ost  entnie  .conjectures ;  and  that  was  after> 
wards  conTumed  by  two  acts  of  pari,  in  which 
was  contained  the  illegitimacy  of  her  maj. ; 
hut  that,  marriage  not  being  prohibited  by  the 
law  of  God,  could  not  be  no  broken ;  since 
ipvhat  God  had  joined  together  no  man  could 
put  asunder.    All  which  they  considering,  to- 
gether with  the  many  miseries  that  had  iallen 
on  the  kingdom  since  tliat  tinu;,  which  they 
<iid  esteem  plagues  sent  from  God  for  it ;  there- 
fore they  dodare  tiuU  sentence  given  by  C ran- 
ker to  it  unlawful,  and  of  no  force  from  the 
beginning,  and  do  also  repeal  the  acts  of  pArl. 
^n6rming  it.'' 

All  AcU  in  /avwr  of  the  Reformation  re- 
pealed.] The  next  bill  that  was  sent  hj  the 
lords  to  the  commons  was,  for  the  repealing  of 
liing  Edward's  laws  about  relkion.  It  was  sent 
down,  Oct.  31,  aad  argued  for  6  days  in  that 
house.  In  th?  end  it  was  carried  and  'paased 
into  a  law;  it  declared  the  srei^  disorders 
that  had  anbcn  in  the  natioii*  by  th»  chances 
th«t  had  bMn  iu»/^  vol  rehgion,  fipgm.  that 
Vol.  1. 


which  then*  forefathers  had  left  them  on  the 
aathoritT  of  the  catholic  church.  Thereupon, 
all  the  laws  that  had  been  made  in  king  Ed^ 
ward's  time,  concerning  religion,  were  now  re- 
pealed. And  itwasenact^.  That  from  the 
20th  of  Dec.  Mctt,  there  should  be  -no  other 
form  of  divine  service  but  what  had  been  used 
in  the  last  year  of  Hen,  VIII.  «  By  which 
one  blow,*'  says  Heylin,  *^  was  felled  down  all 
that  had  been  done  in  the  Reformation  for 
seven  vears  before;  And  no  less  than  9  acta 
of  pari,  all  made  for  the  establishment  of  thtt 
reformed  religion,  were  utterlv  repealed.'' 

Act  relating  fo  BiotsJ]  fiumet  obserteSy 
that  the  Commons  were  now  so  heated  with 
zeal  lor  the  catholic  cause,  that  they  sent  up 
another  bill  to  the  Lords,  against  those  who 
came  neither  to  church  nor  sacraments,  after 
the  old  service  should  be  again  set  up ;  punish^ 
ments,  in  these  cases,  being  left  to  the  spiri- 
tual courts.  But  this  fell  in  the  house  of  lords  ; 
not  so  much,  adds  this  author,  out  of  any  op- 
position that  was  made  to  i^  but  they  were 
afraid  of  alarming  the  nation  too  much,  by 
too  many  severe  laws  at  once.  Besides  these 
laws,  which  were  made  in  order  to  bridle  the 
reibrmers  in  church-aSairs,  there  was  another 
introduced  for  the  security  of  the  public  peace. 
This  was  another  revival  of  a  Kiot  Act,  or 
against  unlawful  and  rebellious  assemblies. 
By  which  it  was  enacted,  "  That  if  any,  to  the 
number  of  12  or  above,  should  meet*  to  alter 
any  thing  established  by  law,  relating  to  reli- 
gion ;  and  being  required  by  any,  having  the 
queen's  authority,  to  disperse  themselves,  and 
should  continue  together,  after  that,  one  liour, 
it  should  be  felony.  If  the  same  number  met 
to  break  hedges  or  parks,  to  destroy  deer,  fish, 
&c.  and  did  not  disperse  upon  proclamatioii, 
it  should  be  felony.  If  any,  by  ringing  of 
bells,  drums,  or  firing  of  beacons,  gathered 
the  people  together,  and  did  the  thines  before- 
mentioned,  it  was  felony,  ff  tlie  wives  or 
servants  of  persons  so  gatliered,  carried  moncy^ 
moat,  or  weapons  to  them,  it  should  be  felony. 
And  if  any«  above  the  number  of  two,  and 
within  twelve,  should  meet  for  these  ends, 
they  slioiild  suffer  a  year's  imprisonment; 
empowering  the  sheriflfe  or  justices  to  gather 
the  country  for  the  resistance  of  persons  so 
oflPending,  with  penalties  on  all,  between  18 
and  60,  that  being  required  to  come  oot 
against  them,  should  refuse  to  do  it.  And  this 
act  is  ordered  to  be  read  and  publuhed  at 
every  quarter-sessidn,  and  al  every  leet  and, 
law-day." 

The  DuUe  of  Norfolk's  Attainder  revented.] 
The  reader  will  remember  that  the  very  last 
act  of  state,  d<me  by  Henry  8,  was  signing 
a  bill  for  the  Attainder  of  the  dnke  of  Nor- 
folk, who  was  to  have  been  executed,  ns  liis 
son  the  earl  of  Surrey  bad  been,  if  death  itself 
bed  not  brought  him  a  reprieve  by  taking  king 
Henry  befoie  him.  The  dnke  was  kept  close 
prisoner  in  the  Tower  all  tlic  last  reign ;  and, 
being  a  taalous  catholic,  Mary  thought  a  per- 
son of  his  great  rank  and  lurtune  would  add  a 
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weight  to  her  designs.  But  the  bill  for  revers- 
ing this  Attainder  met  vviih  much  opposition 
in  the  commons.  Tlie  patentees^  who  had 
.  purchased  some  parts  of  the  duke's  estate  from 
the  crown,  desired  to  he  heard  by  their  council 
.against  itv  And  the  session  ot*  pari,  being 
nearly  at  a  dose,  the  duke  caine  down  bimseh' 
to  tbe  coramooa,  Dec*  14,  and  earnestly  dc- 
i^ircd  thciu  to  pass  his  bill ;  deciaring,  that  tlie 
.duVcrencc  between  him  and  the  patentci'a  was 
referred  to  arbitration ;  and,  il'  tiiey  could  not 
.a^roc,  he  would  refer  it  to  the  queen.  But, 
atier  this,  it  was  long  argued,  though  in  the 
end  it  ^^a^  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  pashcd. 
'The  Journal  of  the  lurds,  thouj^i  deficient 
in  the  ao  s  of  tlie  ■  1st  and  2d  scysiuns  of  this 
.pari,  ha*  nevertheless  infeertcd  in  the  pre- 
.amble  to  this  act  of  reversion,  which  we  fliiall 
give  in  ili»  own  words;  **  And  may  it  please 
jour  higluiess  that  it  he  declared  by  tlie  au- 
thority of  this  pri»scnt  pari,  that  the  law  of 
tills  reuhne  Is,  and  always  has  been,  that  the 
assent  and  conseut  of  the  king  of  this  n*aline 
.to  any  act  of  parL  o'uglit  to  be  given  in  liis 
own  Voyal  presence,  being  personally  present 
in  the  hn;hcr  house  of  pari*  or  by  liis  letters 
.patents  under  his  great  seal,  assigned  with  his 
baud,  declared  and  rntiticd  in  his  absence  to 
.the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  com- 
mons a^^enlbled  toeutlicr  in  tbe  higher  hou*«e, 
according  to  the  statute  made  in  tlie  'Mth  year 
.of  the  reign  of  the  said  late  kinj;  Henry  \  III. 
in  that  case  made  and  providctl."  Another 
exception  made  to  the  net  of  Attainder,  unci 
mentioned  in  the  Journal,  was  **  because  the 
king's  stamp,  expressing  his  name,  was  only 
put  to  it,  not  signed  with  his  own  hand,  and 
that  was  set  at  the  lK)ttoin  of  the  said  act, 
and  not  above.  By  which  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  king  ever  gave  his  assent  to  it ;  and 
since  there  was  nothing  chained  against  the 
Siiid  duke  but  some  ^  pretended  reasons  for 
using  coats  of  arms,  which  he  and  hi«  ances- 
tors hud,  and  might  lawfully  use.  And  that 
the  lord  Paget^  la^e  secretary  of  state  u»  king 
Ilcury,  came  into  the  commons,  also,  and  do 
poseci  upon  his  honour,  that  the  said  tetters 
patents  for  the  passing  this  act,  were  not 
signed  \vith  the  King's  hand,  but  only  tlie 
stamp  put  to  them  by  one  Wm.  Clerk.  The 
king  also  dying  the  night  after,  the  whole 
shewed  that  it  was  disorderly  done ;  and  there- 
fore that  pretended  act  is  declared  void  and 
null  by  the  common  laws  of  tlie  land." 

The  last  act  which  comes  under  our  notice, 
was  a  confinnation  of  tlie  Attainders  which 
bail  been  made,  in  a  trial  at  bar,  a^nst  abp. 
Craimier,  the  lord  Guiitbrd  Dudley,  and  the 
lady  Jane  his  wife,  &c.  I'hcy  liad  aU  coi»fesscd 
their  indictmetits,  and  by  tliis  act  tliey  were 
attainted  of  high  treason ;  for  levying  war 
agaif^s't  the  queen,  and  conspiring  to  set  up 
another  in  her  room.  The  lord  and  lady  were 
behe:ided,  hut  Cranmer,  being  divested  from 
his  bishopric,  by  this  act,  was  kept  in  prison 
till  he  suffered  a  more  dreadful  4»iccution 
afterwords. 


.   The  Commons  mddrn*    the  Queen  asainst 
marrying  Philip  of  Spuing    About  this  tlmo  ft 
was  that  the  queen   had   been   solicited    to 
marry ;  and  three  persons  w  ere  secretly  pro- 
posed to  her  for  a  match ;  these  were  Courtiii^y 
carl  of  Devon,   cardinal  Pole,    Imd   Philip^ 
ehlest  son  to  the  emperor  Charics  V.     It  was 
thought  tliat  her  inclinations  stood  most  Ibr 
the  young  cari  of  Devonshire.     He  was  a  tine 
jierhon,  and  of  royal  extraction;   his  grand- 
mother being  daughter  to  Edwi  IV..     it    is 
said,  that  tiiis  nobleman  had  received  somtt 
intelligible  invitation  to  this  match  from  thte 
queen  herself;  but  he  declined  it,  and  desired 
leave  to  address  the  lady  Elizabeth,  whick 
much  displcaM*d  hiT  elder  sister.     It  was  ot- 
jecte<l  auiiinst  cardinal  Polo,  that  he  was  mi*>- 
vanced  in  years ;  and  so  much  given  to  hi» 
study  and  dcTOtion,  as  to  be  noways  tit  Ibr 
her  "hu^bBnd   or  tlic  regal  dignity.     Philip  of 
8pnin  wu»  deemed  prefcnible  m  all  respects; 
he  was  licir  to  the  greatest  monarch  in  Europe, 
bred  to  the  basincss  of  a  crown ;  of  an  enter*- 
prising  genius;  and,  since  the  national  aflihfn» 
required  a  |>erson  of  his  power,  it  was  ur^ed, 
that  by  such  im  alliance,  the  trade  of  the  king^ 
4o\n  would  be  extended,  and  the  public  iii« 
tcrest  considerably  advanced.     But  notwith* 
standing  the  complacency  this  parh  shewed  to 
the  queen  and  her  ministry,  the  rumour  bekig 
spread  that  she  was  g(»ing  to  raarry  Philip,  the 
comnions  were  much  alarmed ;  and  came  to  n 
resolution   to  aildrcss  the  queen   against  it. 
AiToi-dinaly,  they  M-nt  their  Speaker,  with  20 
of  that  iioli.*e,  \\ix\\  an  earnest  and  humble 
addrrss  to  her>  not  to  marry  a  stranger.    \Vhat 
answiT  they  re<  cived  is  not  known;  but  it  may 
well  be  imagined  no  good  one,  for  when  th« 
court  perceived  their  inclinations  in  this  matter, 
and  that  more  was  not  to  be  expected  from 
ihcm,  on  the  (5th  day  of  Dec.  the  queen  came 
to  the  house  of  peers,  and  dissolved  this  pari, 
atter  having  given  the  royal  assent  to  31  acts> 
according  to  the  coimnons  .Tonrnal;  though 
the  Statute  books  mention  only  18.     Thus  does 
this  right  rev.  author  carry  on  his  invectives^ 
without  mentioning  any  authority  tor  it  but 
his  own;  which  gives  an  impartial  reader  8oni4 
room  to  doubt  i^  his  sincerity.   We  have  taken 
notice,  tliat  the  last  pari,  was  as  obsequious  t6 
the  court  as  possible,  exceut  in  tlie  affair  of 
the  marria;ie^  and-  yet  he  does  not  charge  the 
ministry  with  bribery  in  carrying  the  electiom 
for  it. 

A  FarL  coiled,]  A  new  pari,  was  called  by 
writs  dated  at  Westminster,  Fob,  20,  1554,  to 
meet  at  Oxford  on  the  2d  of  April  following. 
Grafton  informs  us,  tliat  this  call  to  Oxford  was 
occasioned  by  a  distaste  that  the  queen  had 
taken  against  the  Londoners^  as  being  favour- 
ers of  Wyat's  rebellion,  which  was  just  then 
quashed  :  but  though  great  preparations  were 
made  for  the  meeting  ut  Oxford,  it  was  held  at 
Westminster,  at  the  time  appointed,  by  ad- 
journment The  journal  of  the  lords  gives  u» 
no  speech  from  tw3  Id.  chanc.  nor  the  name  of 
thti  Speaker  of  tho  commons.     But  tlie  jour^ 
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nals  of  the  commons  acquaiiit  us,  that  the 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  chose  Robert 
Brook,  esq.  Serjeant  at  law  and  recorder  of 
JU)nUon,  for  their  Speaker ;  who  made  an  elo- 
quent speech  to  the  queen  on  that  occasion. 
And  that  the  purport  of  the  Id.  chances  oration, 
to  both  liOQses,  was  to  declare,  tliat  this  pari. 
was  called  lor  the  coroboration  of  true  region, 
and  concerning  the  queen's  highness  most  no- 
ble marriage.  On  the  &th  of  April  the  Id. 
chanc.  declared  to  the  house,  that  by  rdasoa 
of  the  high  winds  and  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther, tljc  queen  could  not,  witliout  some  dan- 
ger to  her  person,  come  down  to  Westminster; 
therefore,  m  her  maj.'s  name,  lie  adjourned 
the  pari,  to  Whitehall,  to  meet  tlie  next  morn- 
ing at  9  o'clock. 

Act  reiuting  to  the  QueenU  Marriape  with 
Philin.]  April  7th  a  bill  was  brouclit  into 
the  I^rds  to  confirm  certain  articles  and 
«grecments  touching  the  marriage  between 
the  queen  and  the  prince  of  Spam.  It  w^s 
read  once  on  that  day,  and  committefl  to  tlie 
earl  of  Shrewsbury,  the  b|>s.  of  Durham  and 
Worcester,  the  lords  RicK  Paget,  and  Wil- 
liams. On  the  9th,  the  bill  was  read  again ; 
the  next  day  it  passed  that  house,  and  was 
aent  down  to  the  commons,  who  returned  it 
concluded  on  the  12th.  The  following  b  an 
abstract  of  the  act  by  which  this  famous  mar- 
riage was  concluded.  1st.  "  Tliat  Philip 
thould  not  advance  any  person  to  any  public 
odice  or  dignity  in  England,  but  such  as  were 
natives  of  the  realm,  and  the  queen's  subjects; 
tlmt  he  should  admit  a  set  number  of  English 
into  his  household,  whom  he  should  use  re- 
spectfully, and  not  suffer  them  to  be  injured 
by  foreigners.  That  he  should  not  transport 
tlu;  queen  out  of  England,  but  at  her  intreaty, 
uor  any  of  the  issue  begotten  on  her,  who 
should  have  tlieir  education  in  tliis  realm,  and 
should  not  be  suffered  but  upon  necessity  and 
good  reasons  to  go  out  of  the  same,  nor  then 
neither  but  with  the  consent  of  the  English. 
Tliat  the  queen  deceasing  without  children, 
Philip  should  not  make  any  claim  to  the  king- 
dom, but  should  leave  it  freely  to  him  to  whom 
of  right  it  should  belong.  That  he  should  not 
change  any  thing  in  the  laws,  either  public  or 
private,  nor  the  immunities  and  customs  of 
the  realui,  but  should  be  bound  by  oath  to 
confirm  and  keep  them.  That  he  should  not 
transport  any  jewels  nor  any  part  of  the  ward^ 
robe,  nor  alienate  any  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Grown.  That  he  should  preserve  our  shipping, 
ordnance,  and  munition,  and  keep  the  castles, 
forts,  qud  blbck^houses,  in  good  repair,  and 
well  maimed.  Lastly,  that  Uiis  match  ^K>uld 
i)Ot  any  way  derogate  from  the  league  lately 
concluded,  between  the  queen  and  the  king  of 
France;  but  that  the  pem:e  be^veen  the  £n« 
^li!>h  and  the  French  should  rdmain  firm  and 
ipviohite." 

Act  relating  to  the  Prerogathe,]  Bp,  Burnet 
says,  <*  that  an  act  passed  in  this  session  of  pari. 
whi<:h  seemed  of  an  odd  uatnre,  and  has  a 
grei^t  secret  o^der  it.     Thfi  Spei^cr  of  the 


I  commons  brought  in  a  bill,  declaring,  '  that 
whereas  the  queen  had  of  right  succeeded  to 
the  crown,  but,  because  all  the  laws  of  En^- 
huid  had  been  made  by  king>,  and  declared 
the  prerogative  to  be  m  tluj' king's  person'; 
from  thence  some  might  pretend  that  the 
queen  had  no  right  to  them ;  it  was  therefore 
declared  to  havo  been  the  law,  that  these  pre- 
rogatives did  belong  to  the  crown,  whether  iu 
tlie  hands  of  nMile  or  Romaic ;  and- whatsoever 
the  law  did  limit  and  appoint  for  the  kin^,  was 
of  rij^ht  also  due  to.  tlie  queeii,  who  is  de- 
clared to  have  as  much  authority  as  any  of 
her  progenitors."  Many  of  the  cauunons  won- 
dered what  was  the  intentioti  of  such  a  law ; 
and  autliority,  as  people  were  at  this  tiiuo  full 
of  jealousy,  oue  Skinner,  a  member  of  that 
house,  said,  **  Ho  could  not  hnagine  why 
surh  a  frivolous  law  was  desired,  since  the 
thing  was  without  dispute :  and  that  which  was 
pretended  of  satisfying  the  people  was  too 
slight:  he  ^vas  afraid  there  was  a  trick  io 
these  words,  <  That  the  queen  bad  as  great 
an  authority  as  any  of  her  progcmtors ;'  on 
which,  perhaps,  it  might  be  afterwards  said, 
she  had  tlie  same  power  as  Wm.  the  Con- 
queror exercised,  in  seizing  tlie  lands  of  the 
English  and  siving  them  to  strangers ;  which 
also  Edw.  I.  cfid  on  his  conquest  of  Wales, 
He  did  not  know  what  relation  this  might  have  to 
the  intended  marriage ;  wherelore  he  warned 
the  house  to  look  to  it."  On  this  a  committed 
was  appointed  to  correct  the  bill ;  and  such 
words  were  added  as  brought  the  Queen's 
Prerogative  under  the  same  limitation,  as  well 
as  exahed  it  to  the  height  of  her  progenitors. 

The  Buhoprick  of  Durham  rc-^ttablished,'\ 
An  act  for  restoring  the  bislioprick  of  Durham 
to  its  pristine  state,  by  repealing  two  acts 
made  in  the  las»t  reign  for  its  diss4)lution,  was 
also  passed.  In  tlie  commons  this  bill  met 
with  great  opposition  from  the  town  of  New* 
castle;  because  they  had  purchased,  under  tha 
Dissolution- Act,  the  town  of  Gatcside,  and  the 
salt-meadows,  &c,  which  occasioned  Tunstal« 
bp.  of  Durham,  to  come  down  to  that  house ; 
wliero,  in  a  long  speech,  he  gave  them  an  ac-» 
count  of  the  troubles  he  had  been  under  from 
the  late  duke  of  Northumberland ;  and  desired 
tljat  they  would  dispatch  the  bill.  Yet  still  it 
was  debated ;  and  the  house  dividing,  it  was 
carried  in  the  athrmative,  by  201  against  120. 
The^  preamble  to  this  bill  sets  forth  :-^ 
"  That  certain  ambitious  persons,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  late  kin^^  minority,  made  au 
interest  by  sinister  pracuce  to  procure  the  disK 
solution  of  the  bishoprick ;  that  it  was  done 
out  of  mercenary  views,  to  enrich  themselves, 
and  their  friends,  by  seizing  the  lands  of  that 
see,  rather  than  upon  just  occasion  or  godly 
zeal.  That  Tunstal,  bp.  of  Durham,  was  de% 
prived  upon  untrue  surmises  and  false  accusa- 
tions, and  that  the  process  against  hiiiv  wasi 
foul  and  illegal.  That  upon  a  full  examina-  , 
tion  of  the  matter,  by  tlie  queen's  commission* 
ers,  the  sentence  of  deprivation  was  declared 
vQtdy  u  loay  be  acea  at  (ai^ge  b|  aa  «uth«auo 
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instnuneo^  That  ^  queen  tad  new  fomded 
the  bishoprick  by  her  letters  patent,  and  re- 
stored all  the  lands  in  her  possession.  But, 
that  neither  the  reversal  of  the  sentence  of 
deprivation,  nor  die  queen's  letters  patent, 
were  of  sufficient  force  to  recofer  the  honours, 
lands,  ^c.  to  the  see  t>f  Durham.  Therefore,  to 
restore  the  bishoprick  to  its  fiMtner  interest, 
privileges,  and  revenues,  the  two  dissohition 
ita^tes  of  the  last  reign  were  berebv  re- 
pealed." ^ 

Privilege  qfParn  April  17,  Mr.  Read  and 
Mr.  £rins»tead  brought  down  to  the  Commons, 
from  the  Lords,  a  subpcsna,  that  Mr.  BesAi- 
mont  and  his  wife  caused  to  be  served  upon 
the  carl  of  Huntingdon,  in  this  pari,  time,  and 
praying  the  order  of  this  house  for  that  of- 
icnce . — ^It  is  ordered,  **  that  8  of  this  house 
shall  declare  to  the  lords,  that  tliey  take  this 
writ  to  be  no  breach  of  privttege.'^-^April  ?3d, 
^  Wm.  Johnson,  one  ot  the  burgesses,  com- 
plained  upon  Monyn^ton,  who  had  beaten 
him,  and  put  him  in  tear  of  his  life;  where- 
upon Mqnyngton  came  to  this  house,  and  not 
.  knowing  Johnson  to  be  a  burgess,  confessed 
that  he  had  stricken  him ;  for  'that  he  took 
away  a  net  out  of  Mr.  Bray's  house  in  Bed- 
fordftliire,  and  Johnson  said  it  was  lord  Mor- 
daunt's  net,  and  as  underHdieriflf  he  took  it; 
whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  Monyngton 
was  sent  prisoner  to  the  Tower.  On  the  next 
day  it  is  ordered.  That  the  Serjeant  shall 
fetch  Monyngton  from  the  Tower  to  this 
house;  whereupon  Johnson  required,  that  he 
iniriit  go  safe  in  body,  and  that  was  committed 
to  Mr.  Higham  and  Mr.  Pollard,  and  thei^ 
upon  Monyngton  discharged.' 

May  4th,  a  bill  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords, 
by  the  other  house,  confirming  the  Attainder 
of  the  late  duke  of  Sufiblk,  sir  Tho.  Wyat,  and 
others :  it  was  read  thrice  that  day,  and  o>m- 
mitted  to  the  attorney-gen.  to  carry  down  to  the 
commons,  with  this  request,  that* these  words, 
*'  ami  forasmuch  as  divers  of  the  same  traitors," 
with  17  lines  to  the  end  of  the  hill,  might  be 
wholly  put  out.  The  Journals  of  the  Com- 
mons inform  us,  that  it  was  not  till  the  last 
day  of  the  session  this  objection  of  the  lords 
was  debated  in  that  house;  when,  upon  the 
question,  tlie  clause  for  forfeiting  entailod 
lands,  contained  in  the  hill,  was  agreed  by  a 
m^rity  to  be  kept  in.  In  all  probability, 
tliii  was  tlie  reason  why  the  bill  did  not  pass 
into  a  law  at  that  time;  for  it  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  catalogue  (rf  acu  in  the  Lords' 
Journal;  and  this,  or  another  act  of  like  na- 
ture, was  not  carried  through  till  iho  next 
parliament. 

.  MayStb,  tlie  biili,  to  the  iimni>er  of  15, 
being  all  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  the  queen 
ouno  to  the  house  and  passed  them ;  ^  and  then 
commanded  the  lord  chanc.  to  dusoiva  this 
pailiament. 

PniLip  AND  Mary. 
The  Marriage  being  now  agreed  to,   by 
Jbotk  houiea.of  pa|L  pxioce  Phihp.  Iviided  at 


SoudiamptOB,  oh  die  ^Oth  of  July,  and  was 
espoused  to  the  queen,'^  Winchester,  on  the 
25th  of  tlic  same  month,  in  the  year  1554. 
After  which  they  were  both  proclaimed  by 
these  titles :  **  Philip  and  Mar>%  by  the  grac* 
of  God,  king  and  queen  of  En«^and,  France, 
Naples,  Jerusalem,  and  Ireland,  defenders  of 
the  faith;  princes  of  Spain  and  Sicily;  arch- 
dukes of  Austria;  dukes  of  Milan,  Burgundv, 
and  Brabant ;  counts  of  Us^purg,  Flanders^ 
and  Tyrol." 

4  Pari,  called,]  The  marriage  being  so* 
lemnized,  and  other  matters  of  state  settled, 
their  majesties  thought  proper  to  call  a  new 
oarl.  the  next  winter,  by  writs  bearing  date 
oept.  25th,  to  meet  at  Westminster  on  the 
11th  of  Nov.  following.  It  is  to  b^  observed, 
that  in  these  writs,  as  nvdl  as  in  the  foregoing 
roval  style,  tlie  title  of '  Supreme  Head  of  the 
Church^  was  omiued,  though  it  was  still  by 
law  united  to  the  other  royal  'tWes.  And 
this,  bp.  Burnet  observes,  was  urged  as  a  good 
reason  for  ai^noUing  the  statates  of  thb  pari, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  next  reign,  because  it 
was  not  called  by  a  lav^ful  writ. 

The  Queen's  Letter  ta  the  S/ieriffk  for  thet^ 
ing  Catholic  Mcmhert,]  Strype  tells  us,  ^  that 
the  queen  wanting  fit  parhatnent-oien  for  her 
pur)X)se,  sent  out  her  private  letters  to  all  the 
sheriffs,  to  deal  with  the  people  for  electing 
such  members  as  would  do  her  work.  And  that 
the  commons  might  be  the  better  drawn  to  it, 
they  were  to  atssure  the  people,  that  it  was  not 
the  queen's  intention  to  take  away  any  man's 
possessions,  many  of  whidi  came  to  them  by 
the  dissolution  of  monasteries,  or  from  tlie 
church;  and  to  labour  to  free  the  people 
from  other  rumours  spread  abroad."^  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  tho  queen's  letter  on  this 
occasion: — *^  Bj/  the  Quene:  trusty  and  well 
beloved  we  grete  you  well.  And  where,  among 
other  matters  for  the  prosperity  and  commo- 
dity of  our  realme,  we  intend  principally  the 
restitution  of  God's  honour  and  glory,  whom 
we  acknowledge  our  chief  author  and  helper, 
as  well  in  bringing  us  to  the  right  of  our  estate, 
as  also  in  this  most  noble  marriage,  which  wc 
have  now  atchiei'ed  and  perfected,  much  to 
our  sati.sfaorion  and  cont^ntation ;  and,  as  we 
trust,  of  the  rest  of  the  good  catholic  people 
within  otir  realme^:  these  shall  be  to  will  and 
command  you,  that  for  withstanding  such  ma- 
lice as  the  devil  worketh  by  his  ministers,  for 
the  maintenance  of  heresies  and  seditions,  ye 
now,  on  our  behalf,  admonish  such  our  good 
loving  subjects,  as  by  order  of  onr  writs  should, 
within  that  county,  choose  knights,  citixens, 
and  bun^esses  to  repair  from  thence  to  this  our 
pari,  to  be  of  their  mhahitants  as  the  laws  re-' 
quire,  and  of  the  wise,  grave,  and  Catholic 
dort;  such  as  indeed  mean  the  true  honour  of 
Ood  with  the  proitperity  of  the  commonwealth, 
the  advancement  whereof  we  and  our  dear  hus- 
band the  king  do  cheifly  profess  and.  intend, 
without  alteration  of  any  man's  particularposses- 
sions,  as,  amonc  other  false  rumours,  is  spread 
^)road>  to  hia^r  wt  godly  purpose;  but  wch 
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wotrfd  have  their  heresies  return,  and  the 
realm,  by  the  just  ytrraih  of  God,  be  breogfat 
to  confusioo;  from  which  wc  have  seen  Uie 
same  marvailouslv  delivered;  and  mind,  by 
Oiki's  help,  and  the  advice  of  our  counsellors 
and  estates  of  this  our  pari,  to  hold  and  con- ' 
tinuc.  Remiiring  you,  with  the  rest  of  the 
justices  of  that  county,  to  whom  you  shall  also 
•hew  and  declare  these  our  letters,  that  spread- 
ers of  rumours  and  laics  may  be,,  by  their  di- 
ligence, speedily  apprehended,  and,  according 
to  the  law  of  our  realm,  sharply  punished ;  ac- 
cording to  the  trust  we  have  in  them,  and  as 
they  will  answer  fof  the  due  punishment  of 
their  slackness  and  remiss  deahng  in  this  be- 
half.   Yeven,  fcc." 

What  influence  this  circular  letter  had  on 
^  kingdom  will  appear  best  by  the  sequel. 
We  are  told  that  this  pari,  began  witii  a  very 
unusual  solemnity,  the  king  and  queen  rode 
down  to  the  house  on  horseback,  in  their 
robes  of  state;  two  swords  of  statc^and  two 
caps  of  maintenance^  being  carried  befoi*e 
them.  The  swords  were  borne  by  the  earls 
of  Pembroke  and  Westmoreland,  and  the  caps 
by  the  earb  of  Arundcle  and  Shrewsbury. 
The  initial  ceremonies  at  the  opening  of  the 
pari,  are  omitted  in  the  Journals  of  the  Lords ; 
bat  that  of  the  Commons  informs  \is,  that  the 
bp.  of  Winchester,  lord  chanc.  opened  this 
session  with  a  speech,  declaring  this  pari,  to 
be  called  for  tlie  confirmation  of  true  religion, 
and  other  weigl.'y  matters.  After  which,  the 
commons  chose  Clement  Hicham,  esq.  one  of 
the  privy  council,  to  be  their  Speaker;  who, 
in  an  excellent  oration,  comparing  the  body 
politic  to  the  body  natural,  introduced  the 
three  usual  petitions,  for  freedom  of  speech, 
6cc.  and  was  accepted. 

Cardinal  Poles  Attainder  reverted,']  The 
iirst  bill  that  appeared  in  the  Lords  was  to  re- 
peal the  act  of  Attainder  against  cardinal 
role.  It  was  introduced  on  ;be  17th  of  Nov. 
passed  both  houses  on  the  Slst,  and  had  the 
ro;^  assent  on  the  82nd,  the  king  and  queen 
being  both  present  on  tlijs  occasion.  The 
reason  of  tins  dispatch  was,  because  die  car- 
dinal was  then  arrived  in  England,  as  legate 
from  the  pope,  and  he  could  not  appear  in 
,  pari,  till  by  this  act  he  was  restored  to  his  pa- 
ternal estate  and  dignity,  from  whi^h  he  had 
been  deprived  hj  ^n  act  of  Attainder,  passed  in 
the  3 1st  year  ot  Henry  VIU.  The  reason  set 
forth  in  the  act  for  reversing  this  Attainder 
was,  <<  that  it  was  laid  upon  the  cardinal,  be- 
cause he  would  not  consent  to  the  unlawful 
separation  and  divorce  between  king  Henry 
and  his  most  godly,  lawful,  and  Yirtuous  wife,, 

SueenCatheriiie;  Uierefbre  th^,  considerinff 
le  true  and  sincere  conscience  of  the  cardn 
nal  in  that  point,  and  hit  other  many  godly 
virtues  and  qualities,  did  repeal  that  act.'* , 

Cardinal  Pole  introduced  into  Porn  Mattera 
being  thus  premised,  the  CardinaT  was  not 
only  restored  to  his  state  and  dignity  as  an 
English  nobleman  of  the  blood  royal,  but  at 
libcny  to  open  hb  commissioo  fem  Bopid  as 


a  legate  from  that  see.  Accordingly,  en  the 
27  th  of  Nov.  a  message  was  sent  to  both 
houses  of  pari,  to  come  up  to  Whitehall,  to 
hear  him  deliver  his  leeataon.  The  reason  that 
the  king  and  queen  did  not  come  to  the  parlia* 
ment  house  in  Westminster  was,  because  the 
ouccn  was  sick  at  that  time,  says  Grafton,  so 
ttte  great  chamber  in  the  |mlace  at  Whitehall 
was  prepared  for  that  purpose.  Here,  the 
king  and  queen  being  seated  under  a  canopT» 
the  cardinal  on  their  right  hand,  the  bps.  lordt 
and  commons  attending,  bp.  of  Winchester, 
lord  chancellor,  spoke  as  follows: 

^  My  brdes  of  the  upper  house,  and  you  my 
raaysters  of  the  nether  house  here  present : 
The  right  rev.  father  in  God,  my  lord  canlinal 
Pole,  legate  a  latere,  is  come  from  the  epe^* 
toliquesec  of  Rome,  as  ambassadour  ro  the  king 
and  queencs  majesties,  upon  one  of  the  wetgl^ 
ticst  causes  that  ever  happened  in  this  reatmc. 
and  which  perteyneth  to  theglory  of  God  and 
youre  universal  benelite.  The  which  amba^- 
sadc  their  majesties  jileasure  is  to  be  signified 
unto  you  all  by  his  own  mouth,  trustyng  that 
you  receyve  and  accept  it,  in  as  benew>lent 
and  thaiikHill  wise  as  their  highnesses  have 
done ;  and  that  you  will  give  attentive  and 
inclinable  eares  unto  his  grace  who  is  oow 
readie  to  declare  the  same." 

As  soon  as  the  Id.  chanc.  had  ended,  the 
Canlinal  stood  up  and  made  a  long  oration, 
which  Mr.  Fox  in  his.  Acts  and  Monuments 
has  given  at  large,  and  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : — 

•'  My  lords  all,  an4  you  that  are  the  com-*- 
mons  of  this  present  nan.  assembled,  which  in 
effect  is  nothing  else  but  the  state  and  body  of 
the  wliolo  reidm.  As  the  cause  of  my  repair 
hither  hath  been  most  wisely  and  gravdy  de- 
ckred  by  my  lord  chaticeUor ;  so,  before  that 
I  enter  to  die  particniarities  of  my  commis- 
sion, I  have  somewhat  toudiing  myeelf,  and 
to  give  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  the 
king  and  uueen's  majesties,  and  after  them  to  yoa 
all ;  which,  of  a  nian  exiled  and  banished  from 
this  commonwealth,  have  restored  me  to  be  a 
member  of  the  same ;  and  of  a  man  having  no 
place  neither  here,  or  elsewhere  within  this 
realm,  have  admitted  me  in  a  place,  where  to 
speak  and  to  be  heard.  Ttiis  I  protest  nnto 
you  all,  that  though  I  was  exiled  my  native 
country  without  iuit  cauhc,  as  God  knpweth, 
yet  that  rogratitude  could  not  pull  from  m^  the 
afiecdon  and  desire  that  I  ha4  to  pro^  and  da 
YOU  good.  If  the  ofier  of  my  service  xA^t 
have  been  received  it  was  never  to  seek,  and 
where  that  could  not  be  taken,  too  never 
fiuled  of  my  prayer,  nor  ever  shaU.  But 
leaving  the  rehearsal  thereof,  and  coming  more^ 
near  to  the  matter  of  my  cofnmlssion,  I  signifie 
unto  you  all,  that  my  principal  travel  is  for  the 
restitution  of  this  noble  tealm  to  its  ancient 
nobility,  and  to  dedai^  unto  you,  that  the  see 
apostolic,  from  whence  I  come,  hath  a  special 
respect  to  this  realm  ajbove  all  others  ;  and  not 
without  cause,  seeing  that  God,lnmscir,  as  it 
were  by  Providfac^  both  giv^o  this  ftahn. 
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prerogative  of  nobility  above  others ;  which  fx>  j  of  like  examples.  And  to  come  tmto  the  later 
inakc  more  plain  unto  you,  it  is  to  be  cou**i-  .  time,  I<»ok  upon  our  neighbours  in  Germany, 
^rcd  that  this  ihland,  first  of  txW  i>hinds,  re-  who,  by  swerving  from  this  unity,  are  miserar 
^cived  the  light  of  Christ's  relijiion.  lor  as  '  bly  aflljcted  with  iliverriity  of  sects,  and  divjded 
stories  te^tilie^  it  was  "  primaprovmclarumqua:  ■  into  factions. — What  shall  I  rehearse  unto  you 
amplexa  est  lidcm  Christi.''  The  Uritons  being    the  tonmlts  and  effusion  of  blood  tliat  hath 


first  inhabitants  of  this  realm,  (notwithstund 
ing  the  subjection  of  the  emperors  and  heathen 
princes)  did   receive  Christ's  faith  from  the 
apostobc  see  universally,  and  not  in  parts  as 
other  comiuies,  nor  by  one  and  one,  as  clucks 
iucreate  their  hours  by  distinction  of  times, 
but  altogether  at  once,  as  it  were  in  n  oio- 
QieAt.     But  after  that  their  ill  merits  or  forge t- 
fuluess  of  God  had  deserved  expulsion,  and 
that  strangers  bein^  inlldtls  had  possessed  this 
laody   vet   God  ot  his  gocKhiess,  not  leaving 
M-here  lie  once  loved,  so  illuminated  the  hearts 
of  the  Saxons,  being  heathen  men,  that  they 
forsook  the  darkness  of  lieatlien  errors,  and 
embraced  the  light  of  Christ's  religion ;  so  that . 
within   a  small  space,  idolatry  and  heathen 
fuperstltion    was    utterly  abandoned   in  tliis 
island. — ^This  was  a  great  prerogative  of  no- 
^bility,  the  benefit  whereof  though  it  be  to  be 
abcribcd  to  God,  yet  the  mean  occasion  of  the 
same  came  from  the  church  of  Home.     In  the 
foith  of  wliich  church  we  have  ever  since  con- 
tinued  and   consented,  with  the  rest  of  tiie 
vorld,   in  unity  of  religion.      And   to  shew 
further  the  fervent  devotion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  island  towardH  the  church  of  Home, 
we  read  that  divers  princes  in  tlie  S;ixous  time, 
with  great  travel  and  expences,  went  person- 
ally  to  Roo^e,  as  Ofla  and  Adulphus,  which 
thought  it  not  enough  to  shew  themselves  obe- 
dient to  the  said  see,  m)less  that  in  their  own 
persons  they  had  gone  to  that  same  place  from 
whence  they  had  received  so  great  a  grace 
and  benefit. — ^In  the  time  of  Carolus  Magnus, 
who  first  fot^ided  the  university  of  Paris,  he 
sent    into    Euglaiid    for    Alcuiims,    a    great 
learned  mail,  which  first  brought  learning  to 
^at  university ;  whereby  it  seemeth  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  world  fetched  tlie  liglit  of 
rehgion  from  England, — ^Aflriau  IV,  bemg  an 
En^ishman,  converted  Norway  from  infidelity, 
which  Adrian  afterwards,  upon  great  affection 
and  love  that  he  bare  to  this  reahn,  being  his 
native  country,  gave  to^  Henry   the   second, 
king  of  Kpgland,  the  right  aud  seigniory  of  the 
dominion  o{  Ireland,  which  pertained  to  the 
see  of  Rome,— ^I  will  not  rehearse  the  manifold 
benefit  that  this  realtn  (ms  received  from  the 
apostolic  see,  nor  hqw  ready  the  same  hath 
been  to  reUeve  us  in  all  our  ueressities,    Kor 
will  I  rehearse  the  manifold  miseries  and  ca- 
lamities,  that  this  realm   hath    suflered    by 


happened  there  of  lute  days?  Or  trouble  you 
with  the  reheai*sal  of  those  plagues  that  have 
happened  since  tliis  imiovutiou  of  religion, 
whereof  you  have  felt  tlie  bitterness,  and 
I  have  heard  the  report  ?  Of  all  which  mat- 
ters I  can  say  no  more,  but  such  was  the 
misciT  of  the  time.  And  ,see  how  far  forth 
this  fury  went.  For  those  that  Hvc  under 
the  Turk  may  freely  live  after  their  con- 
sciences, and  so  was  it  not  lawful  lierc.— - 
If  men  examino  well  upon  what  grounds  these 
innovations  began,  they  shall  well  find  that  tlie 
root  of  fhis,  as  of  matiy  other  mischiefs,  was 
avarice ;  and  the  lust  and  carnal  alfeciion  of 
one  man  confounded  all  laws  botli  divine  and 
human.  And  notwitlistmiding  all  these  device:^ 
and  polices,  practised  witliin  this  realm  against 
the  church  of  Rome,  tliey  needed  not  to  have 
lost  you,  but  that  they  thought  rather  as  friends 
to  reconcile  you,  than  a»  enemies  U)  infest  you. 
For  there  wanted  not  ereat  offers  of  the  most 
mighty  potentates  in  aU  Europe  to  have  aided 
the  church  in  that  quarrel.  Then  inark  tlje 
sequel :  there  seemed,  by  these  changes  to  rise 
a  great  face  of  riches  and  gain,  which  in  proof 
came  to  great  misery  and  lack.  See  how  God 
tlien  can  confound  tlie  wisdoin  of  the  wise, 
and  turn  unjust  policy  to  meer  folly ;  and  tlmt 
thing  which  seemed  to  be  done  for  relief,  was 
cause  of  plain  ruin  and  decay.  Yet  see  that 
go(Kliiess  of  God,  which  at  no  time  failed  us, 
but  most  benignly  offered  his  grace,  when  it 
was  of  our  parts  leaht  sought  and  worse  de- 
served.— And  when  all  light  of  true  religion 
seemed  utierly  extinct,  tlie  churches  defaced, 
the  .altars  overthrown,  the  ministers  corrupted  ; 
even  like  as  in  a  lamp  the  light  being  covered,  , 
yet  it  is  not  quenched,  even  so  in  a  few  remain- 
ed the  confession  of  Christ's  faith,  namely  in 
the  breast  of  the  queen's  excellency,  of  wbom^ 
to  speak  without  adulation,  the  saying  of  the 

f)rophet  may  be  verified,  *  Ecoc  Q^xm  dere-* 
icta  !*— ^And  see  how  miraculously  God  of  hia 
goodness  preserved  her  liighness,  contrary  to 
the  expectation  of  piau,  that  wlien  numbers 
couspured  against  her,  and  polici«'s  were  de-, 
vised  to  disinherit  her,  and  armed  power  prct 

flared  to  destroy  her,  yet  she  being  a  virgin 
lelplesa,  naked  and  unarmed,  prevailed  and 
had  the  victory  of  tyrants,  which  is  not  to  be 
ascribed  to  any  policy  of  man,  but  to  the  al- 
mighty goodi\css  and  providence  of  God,  tq 
swerving   from  that  unitv.     And  even  as  in  iw  horn  the  honour  is  to  be  given.    And  there- 


this  realm,  so  also  in  all  other  comitries, 
which  refusing  the  unity  of  the  catholic  fui:h, 
have  followed  fantastical  doctrine,  tlie  like 
plagued  have  happened,  Let  Asia  a;id  the 
empire  of  Greece  be  a  spectacle  unto   the 


fore  it  may  be  said,  '  Da  gloriam  Deo.'  Fojr 
in  man's  judgment,  on  her  grace's  part,  was 
nothing  in  appearance  but  despair. — And  ye^ 
for  all  these  practices  and  devises  of  ill  men, 
here  you   see  her  grace   established  in    hcp 


world,  who,  by  swoning  from  the  unity  of  the  ;  estate,  being  your  law  fid  queen  and  governess^ 
church  of  Rome,  are  brought  into  captivity  [  born  among  you,  whom  God  hath  appointed 
aad  subjection  of  the  Turk,    All  stories  be  full  j  to  rci^u  over  you  for  the  i*cstitutiou  o(  true  re-i 
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HgioD,  and  extirpation  of  nil  errors  and  sects. 
And  to  confirm  her  grace  the  more  strongly  in 
this  enterprize,  lo  how  the  providence  ot  uod 
liath  joined  her  in  marriage  with  a  prince  of 
like  religion,  who  being  a  Iking  of  great  might, 
Armor,  and  force,  yet  useth  towards  you  nei- 
ther armor  nor  force,  but  seeketh  you  by  the 
way  of  love  and  amity ;  in  which  respect  great 
cause  you  have  to  give  thanks  to  Almighty 
God,  that  hath  sent  you  such  a  catholic  go* 
Vemess,    It  shall  be  therefore  your  part  again 
to  love,  obey,  aud  serve  them.— And  as  it  was 
a  sin^tar  favour  of  God  to  conjoin  them  in 
mamage,  so  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 
he  shall  send  them  issne,  for  the  comfort  and 
surety  of  this  commonwealth. — Of  all  princes 
in  Europe  the  emperor  hnth  travelled  most  in 
the  cause  of  religion j  as  it  appeareth  by  his 
acts  in  Germany ;  yet  happily  by  some  secret 
jvdemeot  of  God  he  hatn  hot  atchicved  the 
end.     With  whom  in  my  journey  hitherwards 
I  had  conference  touching  niv  legation  ;  where- 
of when  we  had  understanding,  he  shewed  a 
grent  appearance  of  most  earnest  joy  and 
gladness,  saying,  that  it  rejoiced  liim  no  less  of 
the  recimcilcmcnt  of  this  realm  nnto  christian 
Unity,  than  that  his  son  was  placed  by  mar- 
riage in  the  kingdom ;  and  most  glad  he  was 
of  all,  tliat  the  occasion  thereof  should  come 
by  me  being  an  Englishman  bom;  which  is 
(iis  it  were)  to  call  Jiome  ourselves.     I  can  well 
compare  him  to  Davjd,  who  thougli  he  were  a 
man  elect  of  God,  yet,  for  that  he  was  conta- 
minate witii    blood  and  war,    he  could  not 
build  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  but  left  the 
finishing  thereof  to  Solomon,  which  was  *  rex 
pacifictts.'    So  nmy  it  be  thought,  that  the  ap- 
pealing of  controversies  of  religion  in  Chris- 
tianity is  not  appointed  to  this  emperor,  but 
rather  to  his  son,  who  shall  perform  the  build- 
ing that  his  father  had  begun.     Which  church 
cannot  be  perfectly  builded,  unless  universally 
ill  all  realms  we  adhere  to  one  head,  and  do 
acknowledge  him  to  be  the  vicar  of  GOd,  and 
to  have  power  from  above.     For  all  power  is 
of  God,  according  to  tlie  sajing,  *  non  est  po- 
testas,  nisi  i\  Deo.'     And  tlierofore  I  consider 
that  all  power  being  in  God,  yet,  for  the  con- 
ser\-atiou  of  quiet  and  godly  life  in  the  world, 
he  hath  derived  that  power  from  above  into 
the  parts  here  on  earth,  which  is  into  the 
power  imperial  and  ecclesiastical.     And  these 
two  powers,  as  they  be  several  and  distinct,  go 
have  they  two  several  effects  and  operations^ 
For  secular  princes,  to  whom  the   temporal 
*word  is  committed,  be  ministers  of  God  to 
execute    vengeance    upon   transgressors   and 
evil-livers,  and  to  preserve  the  well-doers  and 
innocents  from  injury  and  violence.    Whict 
power  is  represlinted  m  these  two  most  excel- 
lent persons,  the   king  ai\d ,  queen's  majesty 
fierc  present,  who  have  this  power  committed 
to  them  immediately  from  Cfod,  without  any 

7erior  in  that  behalf.  The  other  power  js 
ministration,  which  is  the  power  of  the 
ke^s,  and  order  in  the  ecclesiastical  .state, 
r/msfh  iS;  by  the  authority  of  G9d'»  word;  aud 


examples  of  the  apostles,  and  of  all  old  hot^ 
fathers  from  Chnst  hitherto,  attributed'  and 
given  to  the  apostolic  see  of  Rome,  by  special 
prerogative.  From  which  see  I  am  her*  de- 
puted legate  and  ambassador,  having  full  an4 
ample  commission  from  thence,  and  have  the 
keys  committed  to  my  hands;  I  confess  to  yba 
I  have  the  keys,  not  as  mirte  own  keys,  but  as 
the  keys  of  him  that  sent  me,  and  yet  cannot 
open ;  not  for  want  of  power  in  me  to  give, 
but  for  certain  impediments  in  yon  to  receive, 
which  must  be  taken  away  before  my  com- 
mission can  take  effect.  This  I  protest  before 
you,  my  commission  is  not  of  prejudice  to  any 

r?rson.  I  come  not  to  destroy,  but  to  bnild; 
come  to  reconcile,  not  to  condemn ;  I  am 
not  come  to  compel,  but  to  call  a^in;  I  am 
not  come  to  call  any  thing  in  question  already 
done,  but  my  commission  is  of  grace  and  cle- 
mency, to  such  us  will  receive  it.  For  touch- 
ing all  matters  that  be  past,  they  shall  be  as 
things  coil  into  the  sea  of  forgetfulness.  But 
the  mean,  whereby  you  shall  receive  this  be- 
nefit, is  to  revoke  aftd  repeal  those  laws  and 
statute?,  which  be  impediments,  blocks,  aud 
bars  to  the  execution  of  my  commission.  For 
like  as  I  myself  had  neither  place  nor  voice  td 
speak  here  among  you,  but  was  in.  alt  respects 
a  banished  man,  till  such  time  as  ye  had  re- 
pealed those  laws  that  lay  in  iny  way;  evert 
so  cannot  you  receive  the  benefit  and  grace 
offered  from  tlie  apostolic  see,  until  the  abro- 
gation of  such  laws,  whereby  you  have  dis^ 
joined  and  dissevered  yourselves  from  die  unity 
of  Christ's  church,  ft  remaineth  therefore 
that  you,  like  true  Christians  and  provident 
men  for  the  weal  of  your  souls  and  bodies^ 
ponder  what  is  to  be  done  in  this  so  we%hty  n ' 
cause;  and  so  to  frame  your  acts  titid  pro-^ 
cecdings,  as  they  may  first  tend  to  the  glory 
of  God,  and  next  to  the  conservation  o£  your 
conimonwcalth,  surety,  and  quietness." 

Petition  of  the  part,  declaring  their  kirra» 
/or  ail  past  proceedings  against  the  Pope.l 
The  next  day  the  whole  court  of  pari,  drew 
up  the  form  of  a  Supplication  or  Petition;  ahd 
the  day  after,  the  king  and  queen,  with  the ' 
peers  and  commoners,  being  again  assembled; 
tlic  bp.  of  Winchester  there  declared  what  the 
pari,  had  determined  concerning  the  cardinaPs 
request,  and  presented  their  mt^esties  the  said 
Petition,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
"  We,  the  iord4  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
the  commons,  in  tnis  present  pari,  aseembled, 
represrnting  the  whole  bodie  of  the  realme  of 
Kngland  and  dominions  of  the  same,  in  -  the 
tiame  of  oui-selves  particularly,  and  also  of  the 
sayd  bodie  universally,  offer  this-  our  most 
humble  supplication  to  your  m^esties,  to  this 
ende  and  effect,  that  the  same  by  your  grace's 
intercession  and  meane,  may  be  exhibited  to 
the  most  rev.  father  in  God,  the  lord  catfjinal 
Pole,  legate,  sent  specially  hether  from  our 
most  holy  father  pope  Julius  Ilf.  and  the  see 
apostolique  of  Home,  wherein  we  do  declare 
ourselves  very  sorry  and  repentant  of  the  long 
schitmc  ftnd  disobedience  committed  in  thit   * 
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i«8line»  aod  tie  dommKms  of  tl^  same,  t^ainst 
tbe  aiud  ko  apostolU^ue ; .  eytber  by  making, 
•greeing^  or  executing  of  any  lawes,  ordi- 
nauace%  aod  coumaundemeats,  u^yost  die 
fna^^  of  tbt  same  see ;  or  otkerwibe  do}iig 
m  speakiag  that  might  impugae  or  prejudice 
the  same:  ofiSering  ovurselve^  aud  promising 
by  this  our  sup(>licatioQ,  that  for  a  token  and 
knou'l^ge  of  tins  our  sayd  repentance,  we  be, 
-  aad  sb^lL  be  in  cr  readie,  under  and  with  the 
authoriliea  of  yum*  ms^ties,  to  the  uttermost 
of  oor  ppw^r^  to  do  that  sludL  lye  in  us^  for  the 
abvogjBjuoA  and  rep^Iyag  of  all  the  &uyd  hiwes 
9ud  ordii^aunceSy  macle  or  enacted  to  tlic  pre- 
jadk^  of  tlie  see  apostoilcjiie,  as  well  for  our- 
IM^ivQs  as  for  the  wfavole  bodie  whom  we  repre- 
W8aU  Whereupon,  most  humbly  we  beseech 
your  mi^ties,  as  personages  undciiled  in  the 
iiSmKm  of  this  bodie  towards  ^e  sayd  sea, 
^  which  neirerthcless  God  by  his  providence 
liath  made  subject  to  you,  so  to  set  fooith  this 
oor  hunAik  suyte,  as  we  the  rather,  by  your 
iuterc0ssioii»  maye  obteine  from  the  sea  apos- 
lol^tte»  by  the  sayde  most  rev.  father,  as  well 
perticuU^y  as  gcneruly,  aUsolotion,  release, 
and  discbai|{e  from  all  daungers  of  such  cen- 
tres and  sentences  as^  by  the  lawes  of  the 
churchy  ve  be  fallen  into.  And  that  we  may, 
tts  chiidrea  repentaimt,  be  rcceyvcd  into  t}\e 
bosome  and  unitie  of  Christcs  church,  so  as 
this  Qobk  realme,  with  all  the  members 
theieo^  m»y,  in  this  unitie  aod  perfect  obedi- 
ence to  th^  sec  apostoUque  and  popes  for  the 
re  beings  serve  Cod  and  your  majesties  to 
furtherauDce  and  advaunccment  of  his  ho- 
J^wr  aod  glorie.    Amen.'* 

This  hwble  petition  being  first  openlv  read, 
the  same  was  delivcced  by  the  chancellor  to 
the  k}ftg  and  aueen»  with  a  request  to  them, 
that  they  would  gjive  it  to  the  lord  cardinaL 
Their  m^esties,  rising  oflf  their  seats  and  do- 
in^  reverence  to  the  cardinal,  did  deliver  the 
ffuii  petition  to  him ;  who,  perceiving  the  ef- 
fect thereof  to  answer  his  expectation,  re- 
ceived it  most  gladly  at  their  bunds.  And 
lhea>  after  tha|;  he  had,  in  fi?w  words,  given 
tbcwika  to  God,  and  declared  what  great  cause 
be  Jm^  above  all  othefs,  to  rejoice,  that  his 
Qomiog  fr^m  Rome  into  England  liad  taken 
nmdtk  «  happy  turn ;  he  caused  his  commission 
.  to  be  reaa»  by  which  it  might  appear,  that  he 
badr  authority  from  the  pope  to  absolve  them< 
The  commifisbn  was  very  long ;  wliich  being 
eodbd,  and  all  the  pari,  bgth  &rds  and  com- 
«BOi^  pa,  tl^fir  kaees,  the  pardiual,  by  the 
poBC^f  authoritVy  gave  them  Absplution,  as 
fclbvs;  "  Our  ijatd  Jesus  Christ,  which,  with 
hisnuxt  prepiou^  bUvui  hatli  ci^deemed  and 
yyrfied  us  from  all  our  sins  and  iniquities,  that 
he  might  purchase  to  liinu^elf  a  glorious  spouse^ 
witls^tttspot  or  wrinkle,  and  whome  the  fa* 
thtr  hath  appointed  bend  over  all  liis  church ; 
ha  by  his  mercy  absolve  you ;  aud  we  by  the 
apostoUque  audiority  given  unto  us  by  the  most 
holy  lord  pope  Juhus  III.  his  vicegerent  in 
earth,  do  absolve  and  dchver  you,  and  every 
9f  you^  with  the  whole  rcahnc  and  tlie  domi- 


nione  thereof,  from  all  heresie  and  < 
and  Grom  all  and  every  jiuigments,^  censures^ 
aud*paynes,  for  that  cause  incurred.'  And  also 
we  doe  restfore  you  agayne  to  the  unitie  of  the 
holy  church,  as,  in  our  letters  of  comnussioa 
more  plaipely  shall  appcare,  ip  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Soune,  aud  the  UoUc  Ghoste., 
^Vmen." 

After  this  general  Absolution  was  so  givea 
9fxd  received^  the  king,  queen,  and  all  the 
lords,  with  the  rest,  went  into  the  king's  cha.- 
pcl,  and  there  sung  ^  tc  Deum'  with  great 
joy  aud  gladness  for  tl)is  new  reconcihation. 

The  next  thing  the  pari,  went  upon  was,  to 
testity  their  grateful  sense  of  the  cardinal^ 
Absolution.  Accordingly,  on  the  6tb  of  Dcc^ 
a  committee  of  6  peers  and  3  bishops  were 
appointed  to  confer  with  certain  of  die  lower 
house,  for  the  drawing  up  a  bill  touching  the 
repeal  of  certain  statutes.  , 

Acts  against  the  Pope  repeakd.l  This  con* 
ferencc  >vas  carried  on  till  the  20th,  and  om 
that  day  a  bill  was  read  the  first  time  in  th^ 
brds,  with  this  title,  *'  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
certain  Acts  made  against  the  supremacy  of 
the  see  of  llome.''  U  was  read  a  2nd  time  on 
Christmas-day;,  a  day  we  have  never  found  a 
pari,  sitting  on  before;  but  it  may  be  sup* 
posed  that  they  thou^  they  could  offer  no 
ttigher  oblation  to  Chnst  on  that  festival,  than 
to  repeal  those  laws  which  had  shut  his  vicar  out 
of  this  kingdom.  No  other  business  was  done 
on  that  day.  On  the  26th  of  Dec.  the  bill 
was  read  a  3rd  time,  and  passed,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  whplo  house,  the  bpu  of  Londoq 
only  dissenting ;  the  rca^n  of  which  will  a^ 
pear  in  the  sequel,  llie  title  to  the  bill  on  its 
passing  tliis  house  was,  '<  a  bill  for  repcaUng 
all  statutes,  articics>  and  provisoes  mad^ 
against  th^  see  apostoiique  of  mune,  since  the 
30th  of  Henry  Vill.  and  for  the  establishment 
of  all  spiritual  aind  ecclesiastical  possession^ 
and  hereditaments  conveyed  to  the  laictv.'' 

iormer  Acts  against  Here^^  revivedC]  To 
shew  how  eager  the  commotn  were  to  remu- 
uerate  the  pope  and  the  queen,  for  these  exr 
traordinary  favours,  a  bill  was  carried  tl)rou|^ 
that  body,  £br  reviving  tiie  statutes  made  by 
Iliclu  XL  Hen.  IV.  and  Hen.  the  Vth,  against 
heretics.  It  was  brought  into  the  lords,  oa 
the  15th  of  Dec.  and  passed  there  on  the  ]8th. 
The  commons,  also  passed  and  pent  up  ano* 
ther  bjll  to  the  lords,  for  annuUins  all  leases 
made  by  married  priests.  Burnet  tefis  us,  that 
tliis  bill  was  much  argued  in  the  lower  house, 
that  the  first  draught  was  rejected,  but  a  new 
one  approved  on^  and  sent  up  to  the  lords,  oa 
tlic  19ih  of  Dec.  But  they,  finding  it  wotdd 
shake  a  great  part  of  the  ri^ht  of  dmrch-leases 
that  were  made  by  mamcd  jpiests  and  bps» 
laid  it  aside. 

In  the  printed  book  of  Statutes^  only  17 
acts  are  ^ven  fisr  this  session ;  in  the  journaU 
are  tlie  titles  of  21.  The  reason  is,  that  ^ 
private  acts  are  not  taken  notice  of  in  the  Sta* 
tute  Books.  The  titles  of  the  public  acts  will 
be  found  ia  the  list  g^ven  at  the  end  of  thb- 
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reign.  The  prime  ministe^,  Gardiner,  having  | 
how  carried  all  his  scijcmes  through  both  ' 
houses,  for  the  resloration  of  the  church,  and 
security  of  the  g<>vt.  thought  proper  to  put  a!i 
end  to  this  pari. .  Accordingly,  on  the  16th  of 
Jan.  the  queen  came  to  the  house,  and  having 
sceptcred  the  acts,  the  Id.  chaiic.  by  her  ma- 
jesty's coouuahd,  dissolved  it.  , 

Several  Members  of  the  Cofmnons  leave  the 
House,!  A  circumstance  of  a  very  extrordiuary 
nature  nappened|  in  this  pari. ;  and  the  hke  of 
which  we  have  iiot  before  met  with  in  the 
course  6f  this  luFtory.  This  was  a  voluntary 
secession  of  some  members  of  the  Commons, 
who  actually  left  the  house,  when  they  saw 
the  majority  inclined  to  sacrifice  every  thing 
to  the  ministry.  Lord  Coke,  in  order  to  do 
honour,  to  their  memories,  has  in  his  Institutes 
.'handed  down  their  names,  as  follows,  to  pos- 
terity. \ 

T.Denton,Com.Oxon.    Nich  Adamps,deDart- 
HenryCary  mouth-Clifton-Har- 

Richlird  Ward  neys.  Com.  Devon. 

Edm.Pfdwden.deT^b-    Richard  Phclips 

mersh,  Com.  Ber^s      Anthony  Dylvington 
HenrjChiverton    '  An^irew  lloord 

Robert  Brown  Chr.Hoel,Con). Dorset 

John  Courke  John  Mannoch 

John  Pethebrige  Thomas  Pljclips 

John  Melhews  William  Randel 

Courtney  John  Moyne  ' 

Ralph  Mitchel  Hugh  Smith; 

Thomas  Mattliews '        Roper  Gerard* 
Richard  Brasey  Ralph  Scroope 

Thomas  Massey  Tho.Moor,delInmble- 

Pdter  FretchweU  ton,  Com.  Bucks 

HcnryVernon,deSyd-    William  Read 

bery.  Com.  Derby       Henry  Mannoch 
Wra.  Moor  of  Derby      J  Maynard.de  st  Alban 
WilKam  Bainbrigge        Nicholas  Debden 
John  "Eveleigh  Phi  ip  Tirwhit 

We  are  told,  by  the  same  liigh  authority, 
that  the  court  resented  this  separation  of  the 
members ;  and  ordered  Edw.  Griffith,  esq.  the 
queen's  attorney-general,  to  indict  tbem  inThe 
King's  bench.  On  an  information  being  pre- 
ferred against  them,  there,  for  departing  with- 
out licence,  contrary  to  the  king  and  queen's 
inhihkiofi,  in  the  beginning  of  the  pari. ;  6  of 
these  members  were  so  (imorous  as  to  submit 
to  the  mercy  of  the  court,  and  paid  their  fines. 
AH  tlie  rest,  among  whom  was  tliat  fatuous 
lawyer  Plowden,  traversed ;  but  judgment 
agamst  them  was  prevented  by  the  queen'd 
death.  ■ 

About  this  time  it  wa*?,  that  the  queen  en- 
tertained susplcioits  .of  her  being  pregnant, 
and,  as  it  was  m^de  public,  great  rejoicing-; 
took  placeramougst  the  Catholics  here,  as  well 
as  orer  Europe,  for  %  blessing  which  was  likely 
to  continue  and  establish  that  faith  in  tins 
kingdotn.  Upon  this  occasion  the  pari,  inime- 
diatdy  passeo  a  bill  for  the  maintenance,  sup- 
port, 'and  govt,  of  her  otfeprine. 


A  Par/,  calkd.'j  Another  pari,  was  called 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  <m  the  a  1st  of  Oct. 
15.S5.  The  qtreCtf  rode  co  th*  pari,  house  in  an 

Vol.  1. 


open  horse-litter,  to  be  seen  ^f  every  one,  Tht^ 
journals  of  the  commons  tell  us,  that  the  bp. 
of  Winchester,  opened  tliis  pari,  by  a  speecQ, 
importing,  tliat  it  was  called  for  a  necessary 
aid  to  be  made  to  her  maj.;  and  that  this 
house  unanimously  chose  for  their  Speaker, 
Jolm  Pollani,  esq.  deeply  learned  in  tne  laws 
of  this  land,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  by  th« 
authority  of  both  the  journab,  the  Id,  diauc. 
Gardiner,bp.of  VVinchcster,appcaredou  the  1st 
and  ^ud  day  of  tiiis  session,  but  never  after; 
for  it  seems  he  fell  sick  on  the  24th  of  this 
month,  and  died  on  the  12th  of  Nov.  follow* 
ing. 

On  the  death  of  the  Id.  chanc.  it  is  sap« 
posed  that  the  Id.  treasurer,  the  marq.  of  Wm- 
Chester,  *  vir)tute  officii,'  adjourned  the  pari, 
jrom  day  to  day  ;  since  there  is  no  mention  of 
any  commission  granted  for  executing  the 
chancellor's  ol!ice.  And  though  by  the  n^i- 
gen^>  of  the  clerks,  tUe  adjournments  ere  not 
entered,  ,yet,  on  the  last  day  of  tlie  session, 
we  find  that  tlie  Id.  treasurer,  by  the  queen's 
command,  did  dissolve  this  pari.  The  jour* 
nals  of  the  coimnons  inform  us,  that  Oct.  SS, 
when  the  commons  appeared  with  their 
Speaker,  to  present  him  to  the  queen,  he 
made  an  eloquent  oration.  After  which  was 
read  a  bull  from  the  Pope,  confmningwhat 
cardinal  Pole  had  promised  relating  to  the 
assurance  of  abby^-lands,  &c.  And  when  the 
commons  were  retired  to  their  own  house,  a 
bill  was  revived  concerning  the  absence  of 
knights  and  burgesses  in  the  tiine  of  pari. 

Oct.  24,  a  motion  was  made  for  a  Supply  to 
be  granted  U)  her  maj. ;  and  Mr.  Comptroller^ 
Mr.  sec.  Petre,  with  18  more  ii()embcr8,  were 
ordered  to  draw  up  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
On  tlie  5^8tli.  the  bill  was  read  a  1st  ume,  tor 
a  Suhsidy  and  two  15ths,  but  on  the  3d  read-r 
ing,  Oct.  SO,  it  met  with  some  opposition ; 
and  the  n^xt  day,  Mr.  sec.  Petre  declared  to 
the  house.  That  tlie  queen  gave  them  thanks 
for  the  two  fifteenths,  but  was  contented  to 
refuse  tlicm  ;  on  which  the  bill  for  a  Subisidyi 
only,  was  passed  and  sent  up  to  the  lords. 
On'  the  5th  of  Nov.  this  bill  passed  the  lords 
on  the  1st  reading,  which  is  the  only  instance 
of  that  kind  we  have  yet  met  with. 

RoHtitution  of  Church  Lands.]  Nov.  fO, 
a  bill  for  suppi-essing  X)f  First  Fmits ,  and 
tentlis,  and  the  resigning  up  all  Impropri- 
ations that  were  yet  in  the  queen's  gift,  to 
the  church ;  to  be  disposed  of,  as  the  legate 
thought  fit,  for  the  relief  of  the  clergy,  was' 
brought  unto  the  lords,  and  passed  on  the 
2drd.  It  was  sent  that  day  down  to  the  com« 
mons,  who  returned  it  on  the  4th  of  Dec.  with 
a  schedule  amiexed  to  it,  requiring  certain 
things  to  be  amendtjd  in  tl\e  bill ;  which,  upon 
debate,  were  by  the  lords  assented  to. — But 
the  queen  had  a  much  greatjer  design  which 
she  hoped  to  have  executed  this  pari,  which 
was  getting  an  act  for  restoring  all  such  lands 
to  the  church  as  had  beh)nged  to  it,  and  was 
I  devolved  upon  the  crown  ;  and  from  the  crown 
j  into  the  hands  of  private  persona,  by  the  ikU 
I       2S 
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of  monasteries  and  other  religions  houses,  or 
i>y  my  other  means  whatsoever.  She  had 
Jbeen  tampering  ^h  some  lords  ahout  this 
Act,  bnfe  tcund  such  a  general  aversion  to  any 
kind  of  restitution  in  the  lay-nobility,  that  she 
was  advisod  to  desist  from  that  unprofitable 
^indenaking^  "  Certain  it  is,"  says  Dr.  Heylin, 
•*  that  many  who  were  cordially  affected  to  the 
*|ueen*8  religion,  were  very^  much  startled  at 
tne  noise  of  this  Restitution ;  insom\ich  that 
*o!ne  of  them  are  saki  to  have  clapped  their 
hands  upon  their  swords,  aflirming,  not  with- 
out some  oaths,  that  they  would  never  part 
wth  their  Abhy-Lands  as  long  as  they  werfe 
able  to  wear  a  sword  by  their  sides."  Which 
^solution  being  told  the  queen,  she  thought 
proper  to  drop  that  affair,  and  only  set  them 
a  ffOf>d  example,  by  giving  up  to  the  church 
*i?hat  was  really  her  own  to  give,  the  first- 
fruits  and  tenths  aforesaid ;  which,  as  they 
•had  been  settled  on  the  crown  by  an  act  of 
pari,  must  be  released  by  another.      *    % 

But,  not%v  ithstanding  this  bill  passed  the 
iords  s6  easily,  it  was  greatly  opposed  in  the 
<*ominons ;  for  on  the  19th  of^  Nov.  the  queen 
^cnt  li>r  that  house,  and  told  them,  '^  She 
could  not,  with  a  good  conscience,  take  the 
Tenths  atid  First  Fruits  of  spiritual  benefices; 
it  was  a  tax  her  father  laid  on  the  clergy,  to 
topport  the  dignity  of  Supreme  Head;  of 
tihich,  since  she  was  divested^  she  would 
also  discharge  the  other."  Then  the  legate 
made  a  speech,  to  shew  that  tithes  and  im- 
|iropriations  of  spiritual  benefices  were  the 
patrimony  of  the  church,  and  ought  to  retirn 
€0  it;  and  upon  this  the  queen  declared,  that 
she  would  also  surrender  up  those  matters  to 
the  church.  Whilst  the  commons  were  before 
her  maj.  one  Story,  a  member  of  that  house, 
falling  on  his  knees,  told  the  queen,  that  the 
Speaker  did  not  open  to  her  their  desire  that 
Licences  might  be  restrained.  This  was  a 
great  affront  to  the  Speaker,  who,  ^hcn  they 
were  returned,  complained  of  it  to  the  house ; 
but  Story  confessing  his  fault,  the  house, 
*'  knowing  that  he  spoke  of  a  good  zeal,"  for- 
gave him.  lliis  is  the  person  mentioned  in 
p.  5f/6,  as  being  sent  to  the  Tower,  for  using 
great  liberty  of  speech  agaii^st  Edw.  Vf.  and 
the  protector,  in  his  opposition  to  the  act  for 
£hc  first  book  of  the  English  common -prayer* 
He  was  now  on  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
in  opposing  Licences  from  Rome ;  and  Burnet 
himself  says,  that  this  man  of  "  good  zeal," 
was  afterwards  condemned  for  treason,  in^the 
*  reign  of  Elizabeth,  as  will  appear  in  the  sequel. 
Buniet  tells  us,  that  it  was  once  thought 
j)roper  that  the  surrender  of  Impropriations 
should  be  left  out  of  this  bill ;  since,  as  was 
urged,  the  queen  might  do  that  as  well  by 
letters  patents ;  and  if  it  was  put  in  the  bill  it 
.  would  raise  great  jealousies;  for  it  would  be 
understood  that  the  queen  did  expect  that  her 
subjects  should  follow  l»er  example.  The 
tithes,  however,  werd  resolved  to  be  recovered 
to  the  church,  so  they  were  put  in ;  though  all, 
says  our  authority,  were  long  argutd  in  the 


house ;  some  saying  that  the  dergy  woold  rob 
the  crown  and]  tiie  nation  both;  and  that  the 
laity  must  then  support  the  dignity  of  the 
realm.  At  last,  it  being  particularly  com- 
mitted to  sir  Wm.  Cecil  and  others,  to  he,  by 
them,  examined  pn  the  3d  of  Dec.  the  house 
divided  upon  it,  and  the  bifls  were  carried,  on 
^  majority  of  193,  against  126.  To  conclude 
this  affair,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  the 
preamble  to  this  Bill,  to  see  tlie  matter  in  «s 
clear  a  light  as  possible ;  and,  especiaiiy,  since 
that  act  itself  is  not  printed  amongst  the  sta- 
tutes of  this  pari.  By  it  is  declared,  "  That 
the  payment  of  First-Fruits  and  Tenths  ww 
extinguished  :  and  all  rectories,  benefices  in*- 
propriate,  glebe-lands,  tithj^s,  oblations,  pen- 
sions, &c.  vested  in  the  crown  since  the  20th 
of  Ilcnry  VIIL  are  given  up  to  the  Church 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  livings  tQ  which 
tliey  formerly  belonged,  for  the  advantage  of 
other  poor  cures,  for  the  furfiishing  preachers; 
for  the  exhibiting, scholai*s;  and  the  disposal 
of  these  revenues  thus  restored,  is,  Jeft  to  the 
discretion  of  die  lord  leeatfs  cardinal  Polf. 
But  then  there  was  a  proviso  for  saving  the 
right  of  the  subject,  who  had  any  interest  m 
these  estates  gran  ted /rora  the  crown.  Theioe 
is  likewise^  a  clause  for  exonerathig  the  kln^ 
and  queen  and  their  successop,  from  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  an^  annuities  to  Uie  monks : 
to  which  arc  added  corrodies,  and  fees>  which 
for  die  future  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Tenths,.  First  Fruits,  &c.  widiout  any  burU*ea 
upon  the  Vrowp.  There  is  "anothei*  proviso,  by 
which  the  patronage  of  these  impropriations 
belonging  to  tjie  crown  is  still  reserved-  And 
because  some  temporal  estates  had  been  In- 
termixed, and  leased  out  by  the  «rown  with 
these  tcndis,  impropriations,  6cc.  It  is  enacte^ 
that  commissions  shall  be  awarded  out  of  the 
exchequer  to  6  different  person;,  3  of  the  spi- 
rituality, and  3  of  the  temporality,  to  gall  19 
men,  of  credit  and  substance,  before  tlicm: 
12  men  inhabiting  in  the  neighbourhpod  where 
these  estates  lie;  and  to  oblige  them  upon* 
oath  to  distinguish  and  sever  the  glebe-landa 
and  other  spiritual  possessions,  from  the  tem- 
ponil  estates,  and  to  rate  and  appordon  bow 
much  rent  sh^It  be  payed  for  the  one  and  the 
other." 

Ffizilege  of  Pari.]    Nov.  20,  "  it  is  ordered 

in   the  Commons,    That -Tassard,  who 

caused  Mr.  Mynnc  to  be  arrested,  shall  pa/ 
the  Serjeants'  fees  and  withdraw  his  Action. — 
Dec.  6y  it  is  ordered,  That  Mr.  Comptroller^ 
with  other  of  the  hous^,  shall  declare  to  the 
lords,  that  their  Qpipion  is,  that  their  Privilege 
is  broken,  for  that  Gabriel  Pledall,  a  member 
of  this  house,  was  bound  in  a  recogpizance  in 
the  star-chamber  to  appear  before  we  council, 
within  12  days  after  die  end  of  this  pari. : — 
wliereupon  Mr.  Comptroller,  from  the  lords, 
said,  that  they  would  send  answer  thereof  to 
the  house : — Mr.  Marten  and  Mr.  Lewis  froin 
the  lords,  said,  they  required  six  df  the  house 
to  confer  with  the  lords,  for  that  cause ;  and 
Mr.  Comptroller,   Mr.  S.  Petre,   with  fonr 
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others  went  up^  and  they  reported,  that  the 
chief  justices,  master  of  the  rolls,  and  Serjeants, 
tfo  clearly  affirm  that  the  recognizance  is  no 
breach  of  the  privilege," 

Dec.  9,  the  aueen  came  to  the  house  to 
pass  the  bills;  after  which,  the  marq.  of  Win- 
chester, lord  high  treasurer,  the  chancellor 
Ixeing  dead,  by  her  maj.'s  command,  dissolved 
this  parliament. 

A  Pari,  called.']    We  have  now  a  space  of 
two  years  before  we  meet  with  another  pari. 
At  length,  however,  it  was  determined  that 
one  should  be  called,  which  met  at  Westmin- 
ster on  the  dOth  of  Jan.  1558.     And  though 
we  have  no  initiating  speech  from  the  Id.  chanc. 
^  the  opening  of  this  pari,  yet  the  Journalist 
l^atb  g^ven  us  tlie  ceremony  of  presenting  the 
Speaker  of  the  commons  to  the  aueen ;  who 
was  Wm.  Cordcll,  esq,  master  ot  the  rolls ; 
whose  expuse  being  not  allowed,  he  was  ad-, 
mitted,  with  the  usual  protestation.    But  the 
Journals  of  the  the  commons  acquaint  us,  that 
Nicholas  Heath,  abp,  of  York,  then  Id.  chanc. 
declared,  that  this  par),  was  called  for  grant- 
ing aa  aid  to  her  au^^    And  accordingly  the 
fint  diing  that  we  find  deserving  of  notice,  in 
tlieir  proceedings  is,  that  on  the  16th  of  Feb. 
a  biU  was  sent  up  by  the  commons,  for  grant- 
iof  a  subsidy  of  one  15th,  to  the  queen,  by  the 
IftitY.    The  cleif^y,  in  convocation,^  having  set 
a  jiberal  example  by  taxing  themselves  m  a 
subsidy  of  8s.  ^)  the  pound,  to  be  paid  in  4 
j^ears;  which  ws^s  also  confirmed  by  pari.  The 
bill  for  the  lay  subsidy,  &c.  passed  the  house 
of  lord9>  tieni^  ^n.  on .  the  19th  of  Feb.  and 
tlfl&it  aH  which  their  Journals  sigr  of  this  mat- 
tei^^But  the  Joumab  of  the  commons  ac- 
qiicint  ui,  ^'  that  on  the  94th  of  Jan.  the  lords 
9ene  a  message  to  that  bouse,  desiring  that  the 
speaker,  with  10  or  12  more,  would  meet  with 
a  comauttee  of  the  lords ;  which  consisted  of  3 
earb,  S  bps^  and  S  barons^    The  commons 
consented  to  this  proposal,  and  agreed  that  21 
of  their  house  should  meet  the  lords,  and  con- 
fe  on  the  qneen's  wants  and  the  state  of  the 
pation.   This  conference  continued  some  time ; 
for  it  was  not  till  the  4th  of  Feb.  that  a  bill 
was  6rst  read  for  a  grant  of  a  subsidy  and  two 
15ths  and  lOths,  aa  agreed  on  by  the  lords  and 
^mmons  in  a  committee^    The  bill  was  read 
a  Sod  time  the  next  day ;  but  the  day  aftei:, 
we  are  told,  many  arguments  were  used  about 
it;  and,  it  b  probable,  that  the  speaker  was 
df^ired  to  know  of  the  queen  whether  a  less 
supply  wQOid  not  satisfy.    For,  Feb.  10th,  the 
speaker  acquainted  the  house,  '^  diat  he  had 
opened  unto  the  queeu  his  commission,  touch- 
ing the  grant  of  the  subsidy ;  .which  the  queen 
dj^nkfuily  took,  giving  them  present  hearty 
thanks,  and  all  the  realm.^  ^So  that  a  grant  of 
a  subsidy  and  one  15th  only,  Feb.  16th,  was 
all  that  was  given  at  that  time ;  the  subsidy 
consisted  of  4s.  in  the  pound  on  lands,  and  2/8 
0om  51.  upwards,  on  goods  Ux  be  made  before 
the  24ih  of  June  next. 

Feb.  ISi  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  con- 
ian$fM.u  of  the  queen's  letter^  ^a^ents..  It  was 


passed  by  the  lords  on  the  26th,  and  was  ret 
turned  by  the  commons,  on  the  last  day  of  this, 
session,  with  certain  amendments.  This  bill 
was  designed  chiefly  for  oonfirming  tlie  religi* 
ous  foundations  the  oueen  had  lu^e.  Whilst, 
it  was  depending  in  the  Lower  House,  one  Mr, 
Copley,  a  member,  happened  to  say,  in  the  de^. 
bate,  ^'  that  he  did  not  approve  of  such  a  ge* 
neral  confirmation  of  all  she  had  given,  or 
mightgdve;  lest,  under  colour  of  this,  she 
misht  dispose  of  the  crown  from  the  right 
heirs  to  it."  The  house  was  much  offencled  at 
tliis ;  and  Copley  was  made  to  withdraw ;  ha 
was  voted  guilty  of  great  irreverence  to  the 
c^ucen ;  and  tlioi^h  he  asked  pardon,  and  de-. 
sired  it  mi^ht  be  imputed  to  his  youth,  yet  they.  ' 
kept  Iiim  in  the  Serjeant's  hands,  till  thoy  hadi 
sent  to  the  queen  to  desire  her  to  forgive  hi& 
offence.  She  returned  for  answer  "  tliat,  ab 
their  request,  she  readily  forgave  him ;  but,  de^ 
sired  them  to  examine  him,  from  whence  that* 
motion  sprung  ?**  Nothing  further  is  entered 
in  the  Journals  relative  to  this  atTair^ 

All  act  was  made  in  this  pari. ''  that  access 
saries  to  murder  and  diverse  felonies  should^ 
not  have  their  clersy;  to  which  was  added,  at 
first,  tluit  they  might  not  have  the  benefit  of. 
sanctuary.  But  because  this  addition  might, 
hinder  so  useful  a  bill  from  passipg,  tlie  cliurch*^ 
men  being  very  tenacious  of  their  privileges,  it 
was  thought  convenient  to,  leave  it  out ;  and 
a  separate  bill  was  brought  in  concerning  sanc-t. 
tuarres,  which  was  wholly  to  take  themvaway^ 
A^aint  this  Feckenham,.  then  abbot  of  West* 
minster,  for  the  sake  of  his  church's  privileges, 
in  that  particular,  made  much  opposition,  and 
desired  to  be  heard  by  bis  council.  It  was  oiv 
dered,  that  he  should  come  down  to  the  house 
the  next  day,  and  they  should  be  bealti^  Ac^* 
cordingly,  the  fungous  .Mr..  Plowden,  and  Dr. 
Story,  a  civilian,  appeared  for  liim,  and  pnw 
dnccd.  several  ancient  gran^  ficom  the  kings  of 
this  realm,  and  also  the  queen's  grant  for  the 
confirmation  of  this  Sanctuary..  And  tiien  they 
desired  the  house  to  consider  for  the  preserva<t 
tion  of  the  same.  It  is  probable  that  tl^  whole 
biU  was  suffered  to  drop,  for  we  hear  no  mora* 
of  it,  lind  it  is  certain  that  did  it  not  pass  into 
a  law  in  this  reign. — ^An  act,  inflicting  5  yearsw 
imprisonment,  or  a  large  fine,  on  all  those, 
concerned  in  conveying  away  and  marrying 
young  heiresses,  under  16  years  of  i^c,  passed 
this  session  and  is  printed  at  length  amongst 
the  Statutes  at  Lar^e. 

Privilege  qf  Parl^  The  following  cases  of* 
privilege  appear  in  me  Commons  Journal :— . 
'*  Thos^  Eyms,  burgess  for  Thuske,  complained, 
that  a  subpoena  was  detivered  to  him  to  ap- 
pear in  the  chancery,  wherefore  he  retjuired 
the  privilege  of  this  house ;  vheceupon  sir  Cle- 
mant  Uigham  and  Mr.  Recorder  were  sent  tot 
the  Chancellorto  require  that  the  process  might 
he  revoked.^ — F^b.  5,  a  committee  was  as-^. 
signed  to  examine  a  matter  against  Walter 
^wley,  a  burgess,  complained  of  out  of  the 
admirai  court  by  dr.  Cooke's  letter.  And  on 
the  8U)|  Walter  Ra^wley,  one  of  the  burgessea 
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for  the  borough  of  Warchara,  attached  in  the 
admiral  court,  hath  a  warrant  to  obtajn  a  writ 
of  privilege." 

March  7,  the  <jueen  came  to  the  lords  and 
passed  the  hills,  sixteen  m  number,  though  the 
Statute  Book  only  says  ten.     After  which  the 
lord  chanc.  by  her  majesty's  command,  pro- 
rogued this  pari,  to  the  5th  of  Nov.    At  which 
time,   being  again  assembled,  they  proceeded 
to  business;  whicli  the  journals  of  the  lords 
inform  us,  was  only  reading  some  bills,  Seem- 
ingly of  no  great  importance ;  except  one,  the 
tide   was,    '  That  no  man  shall  print  any 
book  or  ballad,  &c.  unless  he  be  authorized 
thereunto   by  the  king  and  queen's  majesties 
licence,^  under  the  great  seal  of  England.' 
Ab  this  is  the  first  restraint  to  the  liberty  of 
the  Press,  which  we  have  yet  met  with,  it  is 
the  more  remarkable;  because  it  shews  us, 
that  the  art  of  printing,  which  had  not  then 
been  much  more  than  half  a  century  in  use, 
was  become  so  obnoxious  to  the  govt,  that 
Aey  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  an  act 
of  pari,    to  restrain  it.    What  fate  this  bill 
would  have  had  in  the  house  of  commons  is 
uncertain ;  for,  at  the  third  reading,  on  the 
16th  of  Nov.   the  clerk  breaks  off  the  lords 
Journal  very  abraptly.    This  hiust  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  desperate  stare  the  queen  was 
then  in,  who  died  the  next  day,  Nov.  17th ; 
and  by  her  death,  this  pari,  was  dissolved. — 
This  is  all  we  can  meet  with,  worthy  of  notice, 
in  the  authority  above-cited;  but,  the  Journals 
of  the  Commons  furnishes   us  with  the  follow- 
ing account;  «  On  the  7th  of  Nov.  the  queen 
sent  for  the  Speaker  of  the  Commons,  and  or- 
dered him  to  open  to  them  the  ill  condition 
Venation  was  in;    for,  though  there  was  a 
treaty  begun  at  Cambray,  yet  it  was  necessary 
to  put  the  kingdom  in  a'posture  of^iefence,  in 
case  it  should  miscarry.     But,  the  commons 
Viere  so  dissatisfied,  that  they  would  come  to 
no  resolution.    So  On  the  14th  of  Nov.  the  Id. 
chanc.  the  Id.  treasurer,  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
the  caj-ls  of  Shrewsbury  and  Pembroke,  the 
bps.  of  London,  Winchester,  Lincohi  and  Car- 
lisle, the  vise.  Montacute,  the  lords  Clinton 
and  Howard,  came  down   to  the  Commons, 
and  sat  in  that  place  of  the  house  where  the 
©rivy  counsellors  nsed   to  sit.    The  Speaker 
left  his  chair,  and   he,   with  the  privy  coun- 
lellors  iliat  were  in  the  house,  came  and  sat 
on  low  benches  before  thefn.    The  Id.  chanc. 
shewed  the  necessity  of  gmnting  a  Subsidy,  to 
defend  the  nation,  both  from  the  FrencH  and 
the  Scots.      When   he  had  done,  the  lords 
withdrew ;  but,  though  the  commons  entered, 
both  that  and  the  two  following  days,  into  the 
debate,  they  came  to  no  issue  in  their  consul- 
tations." 

Tne  Queen's  Death.]  The  reason  why  the 
Commons  came  to  no  resolution  about  grant- 
ing a  Subsidy,  whs  doubtless  occasioned  by 
the  queen's  death;  since,  in  aU  probahiKty, 
according  to  the  above  date,  they  had  not 
time  to  frame  a  bill  for  that  purpose ;  for,  on 
the  17th  of  Nov.  a  ooessage  was  sent,  by  the 


Lords,  to  the  Lower  House,  requiring  the 
Speaker  and  their  whole  house  to  come  to 
them ;  when  they  should  hear  certain  matters 
thai;  the  Lords  had  to  communicate  to  them. 
Whereupon,  he,  with  the  rest  of  the  hous^ 
went  up.  And  the  Id.  chanc.  told  them, 
"  That  God  had  taken  the  queen  to  his  mercy, 
but  had  furnished  them  with  anotlier  sovereign 
lady,  my  lady  Elizabeth,  her  grace."  And 
then  willed  die  knights  and  burgesses  to  resort 
to  tlie  palace,  where  the  lords  would  come 
and  cause  her  grace  to  he  proclaimed  queen 
of  England,  &c.  and,  immediately  after,  the 
said  proclamation  was  there  made. 

Taxes  during  this  Reign, 
In  her  first  year  Mnry  had  tannage  and  pound- 
age for  life. — Tn  her  8rd  year  she  had  a  sub- 
sidy from  the  temporality,  and  6s.  in  the  pound 
from  the  clei^gy. — In  her  6th  year  she  had  one 
subsidy  of  4s.  in  the  pound  on  lands,  and  $/8 
on  goods ;  also  8s.  in  the  pound  from  the  cler- 
gy, and  one  15th  from  the  laity. 

Price  of  Provisions  and  Labour  in  this  Reign, 
In  1554,  wheat,  at  88. ;  rye,  6/8;  malt,  5s. 
— In  1555,  wheat,  8s. ;  rye,  168. ;  malt,  5s,— 
In  1556,  wheat,  Hs.;  malt,  5$.';  beans,  6/d^-* 
In  1557,  wheat,  8s.;  rye,  8s.;  malt,  5s.;  oats, 
10s. ;  for  threshing  a  qr.  of  wheat,  1/1 ;  for 
threshing  a  qr.  of  rye,  lOd.;  for  ditto  barley, 
5d.  This  year,  before  harvest,  wheat  way 
t?l.  1.V4  per  fjr.;  malt,  2l.  4s.;  beans  and  rye, 
2l. ;  pease,  21.  6/8. ;  but  after  hanest,  wheat 
at  London  was  sold  ffir  5s.;  malt,  6/8.;  rye, 
3/4;  and  in  the  country,  wheat  was  4s.;  maJt, 
•j/8;  rye,  ?/<< per  qr.;  &U  that  a  penny  wheat- 
loaf,  which  before  han'est  was  11  ounces, 
was  after  harvest  .56.  In  this  year  queen 
Mary  borrowed  of  the  city  of  J^ondon  ^0,0001. 
at  12  per  cent. — In  1558,  wheat,  8».  per  qr.; 
rye,  8s.;  barlev,  5s.;  a  good  slieep  sold  for 
2/10.  *    . 

List  of  Boroughs^  to  nham  the  Privilege  of 
sending  Rcprcsentativti  to  Pait,  uas granted 
or  restored  bj/  Queen  Mnry, 
Ablnj^don  Woodstock 

Ailr?bury  Baubury 

Penryn  Droitwich 

St.  lv(,s  Knaresborough 

Castle- R-ising  Hippon 

Highani  Fcnars  Boroughbridge 

Morpeth  Aid  borough,  Yorkshire 

Boroughs  U      -     -     Members  25. 

.  Pvblic  Acts  passed  in  this  Reign.  • 
1  Mar}-.— An  act  repealing  certain  treasons, 
felonies,  and  pr;emunire. 

1  Mary,  sess.  2.— 1.  An  act  declaring  the 
(jueen's  highness  to  have  been  bom  in  a  most 
just  and  lawful  matrimony;  and  also  repeal- 
-ing  all  acts  of  pari,  and  sentences  of  divorce, 
had  and  made  to  the  contrary.  2.  For  the 
repeal  of  certain  statntes  made  iii  tlie  time  of 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  VI.  3.  Against  oU 
fenders  of  preachers  and  other  ministers  in  the 
church.    4.  Touching  writings  made  from  the 
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6th  day  of  July  last  pest,  and  before  the  1st 
day  of  August  then  ne\t  ensuing.  5.  *For  tlie 
Uioitation  of  prescription  in  ^  certain  cobes. 
6.  Against  couuterteitiug  of  strange  coins,  bb- 
ing  current  within  this  re;ilin,  or  ol'  the  (^cen's 
highness  sign  manual,  signet,  or  privy  seal,  to 
be  adjudged  high  treason.  7.  Touching  pro- 
clamations upon  fines.  8.  That  shcriiib  ^imil 
not  be  justices  of  peace  during  that  oftice,  9- 
Touching  die  coi-poration  of  tlie  physicians  in 
London.  10.  For  tlie  uniting,  aissolving,  or 
new  trcctiiig  of  courts.  11.  For  tlic  sale  of 
hats  and  caps  made  beyond  the  sea.  12. 
Against  unlawful  and   rcbiUious   asscinbhes. 

13.  For  the  continuance  of  certain  statutes. 

14.  For  the  continuance  of  a  statute  made  for 
the  reparation  of  gaols.  15.  For  the  re-edify- ^ 
ing  ofthe  parish  church  of  st.  Elens  in  Staine- ' 
gate,  within  the  city  of  York.  16.  For  the 
confirmation  of  the  attainder  of  John  late 
duke  of  Northumberland,  and  others.  17. 
For  the  release  of  the  last  subsidy  of  the  tem- 
porality. 18.  Of  a  subsidy  of  tunnage  and 
poundage  of  divers  mercliandizes. 

1  Mary,  ses8.  3. — 1.  An  act  declaring  that 
the  regal  power  of  this  realm  is  in  the  queen's 
miyesty,  as  fully  and  absolutely  as  ever  it  was 
in  any  of  her  most  noble  progenitors,  kings  of 
this  realm.     2.  Touching  the  articles  of  the 

r sen's  highness  most  noble  marriage.  3.  For 
repeal  of  two  several  acts  made  in  tlie  7th 
year  of  king  Fxlward  VI.  touching  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  bishoprick  of  Durham.  4.  For  the 
establishing  of  the  office  of  the  lord  steward  of 
the  queen's  most  honourable  household.  5.  For 
the  continuance  of  a  statute  made  for  the  re- 
pairing of  Sherborne  causey.  6.  For  the  re- 
pairing of  a  causey  betwixt  Bristol  and  Glou- 
cester. 7.  Touching  cloth-making  in  corpo- 
rate-towns and  market-towns.  8.  Touchmg 
the  buying  and  currying  of  leather.  9.  Touch- 
ing ordinances  and  rules  in  cathedral  churches 
and  schools.  10.  For  the  repealing  of  a  sta- 
tute made  for  the  uniting  of  the  parish  churches 
of  Onger  and  Greenstced,  in  the  county  of 
Essex.  11.  Touching  the  sea-sands  in  Gla- 
morganshire. 12.  For  the  continuation  of 
certain  statutes. 

1  and  2  Philip  and  Mary. — 1.  An  act  touch- 
ing letters  patents,  and  other  writings  to  be 
signed  by  the  queen^s  majesty.  2.  For  the  re- 
formation of  excels  in  apparel.  3.  Against  se- 
ditious words  and  rumours.  4.  For  tlie  pu- 
nishment of  certain  pcrM^ns  calling  themselves 
Egyptians.  5.  To  restrain  carrying  of  com, 
victuals  and  wood  over  the  sea.  6.  For  the 
reviving  of  three  statutes  made  for  the  punish- 
ment of  heresies.  7.  Tlmt  persons  dwelling 
in  the  county  shall  not  sell  divers  wares  in  ci- 
ties and  towns  corporate  by  retail.  8.  Re- 
pealing all  statutes,  articles,  and  provisions 
made  against  the  see  apostolic  of  Rome,  since 
the  20th  year  of  Henry  VIII.  and  also  for 
establishment  of  all  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical 
possessions  and  hereditaments  conveyed  to  the 
laity.  9.  For  the  punishment  of  traiterous 
words  against  the  queen's  majesty.  10.  Where- 


by certain  offences  be  made  treasons;  and 
aLo  for  the  government  of  the  king  and 
queen's  majesties'  issues.  11.  For  the  punisii- 
ment  of  bringing  in  of  counterfeit  coin  of  fo- 
reign realms,  being  current  within  this  realm. 
12.  For  tlie  impomiding  of  distresses*  13. 
AY>pointing  an  order  to  justices  of  peace,^ 
toucliing  tlfco  bailment  of  prisoners.  14.  l*t»r 
the  making  of  russel  sattiiis,  sattius  reverses, 
and  fa<)tian  of  Naples,  in  Norwich.  15.  To  . 
coufi:*m  the  liberties  of  the  lord  marchers  in 
VV'utis.  1(3.  For  the  continuance  of  certaia 
statutes.  17t  Toucliing  leaaes  hereafter  to  be 
made  i>v  certain  spiritual  persons. 

2  and  3  Phihp  and  Mary. — J.  Aa  act  for 
the  re-edifying  of  castles  and  forts,  and  tor  the 
inclosing  of  grounds,  upon  the  borders  towards- 
Scotland.  2.  For  tlie  re-edifying  of  decayed 
houses  of  husb;uidry,.  and  for  the  increase  of 
tillage.  3.  For  keeping  of  milch  kine,  and  for 
the  breeding  nqd  rearing  of  calves.  4.  For 
the  extinguishment  of  the  first-fruits,  and 
touching  order  and  disposition  of  the  tenths  of 
spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  promotions,,  and  of 
rectories  and  parsonages  impropriate,  remain- 
ing in  the  queen's  majesty's  hiuids.  5.  Fortha 
relief  of  the  poor.  ().  Against  the  excessive 
tiiking  of  tlte  king  and  queen's  majesties'  pm- 
vcyors.  7.  Against  the  buying  of  stuleu 
horses.  8.  For  the  mending  of  highways. 
9.  To  make  void  divers  licences  of  houses 
wlierein  unlawful  games  be  used.  10.  To 
take  examination  of  prisoners  suspected  of  any 
manslaughter  or  felony.  It.  Touching  weav- 
ers. 12.  For  the  viewing  and  scaling  of 
cloths,  commonly  called  Bridgwaters.  13.  For 
the  inhabitants  of  Hallifax,  touching  tlie  buy- 
ing of  wools.  14.  For  the  re-edifying  of  four 
mdls  near  to  the  city  of  Hereford.  15.  That 
the  purveyors  shall  not  take  victuals  within 
five  miles  of  Cambridge  and  Oxibrd.  16. 
Touching  watermen  and  bargemen  upon  tlxft 
river  of  Thames.  17.  To  take  away  ilie  be- 
nefit of  clergy  from  Bennet  Siniti^  for  tlie 
murder  of  Uufford.  IR.  Touching  commis- 
sions of  peace  and  gaol-deUvery  in  towns  cor- 
porate, not  being  counties.  19.  Touching  the 
powdike  in  Marsliland.  20.  For  the  enlarging 
of  tii«  duchy  of  Lancaster,  21.  For  the  con- 
tinuation of  certain  statutes.  22.  For  the 
confirmation  of  a  subsidy  granted  by  the.  cler- 
gy. 23.  Of  a  subsidy  granted  to  the  khig  and 
queen's  majesties  by  the  teroporalty. 

4  and  5  Philip  and  Mary.* — 1.  An  act  for 
the  confirmation  of  letters  patents.  2.  For 
the  having  of  horse,  armour,  and  weapon. 
3.  For  the  taking  of  musters.  4.  That  aoce«- 
saries  in  murder  and  divers  felonies  shall  not 
have  .the  benefit  of  clergy.  5.  Touching  the 
inaking  of  woollen  cloths.  6.  To  inquire  of 
the  behaviour  of  Frenchmen  being  denizcnr. 
7.  To  make  np  the  jury  with  '  circumstanti- 
bus,'  where  tlie  king  aad  queen,  or  the  queeii's 
miyesty,  is  a  narty.  8.  For  the  punishment 
of  such  as  shall  take  away  maidens  that 
be  inheritors,  being  within  the  age  of  16  years, 
or  that  marry  (hm  ^thout  the  consent  of 
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fheir  parents.  P,  For  the  continuation  of  cer- 
tain statutes.  10.  For  the  confirmation  of  the 
sub^dy  of  the  clergy,  11,  Of  a  subsidy  and 
one  15th  gmated  by  the  teraporalty, 

Elizabeth,  ' 

Mary,  the  eldest  dau^ter  of  Henry  \7II, 
licing  dead.without  issue,  Elizabetii,  the  young- 
est, succeeded  to  the  crown.  She  was  pro* 
ciaimcd  (jue6n  of  England,  &c'  in»raediately 
cm  her  sister's  demise,  and  was  crowned 'at 
Westminster,  on  the  16th  of  Jan?  1558-9,  by 

?r.  Oglethorpe,  bp.  of  Carlisle ;  the  ahp.  of 
ork,  ai^d  some  other  bps.  refusing,  to  assist 
Irt  the  solemnity.  Elizabeth'  retamed  13  of 
her  sister's  privy  counsellors,  at  that  time  all 
jealous  Catholics,  and  added  8  new  ones,  who 
were  equally  attached  to  the  Reformed  Reli^ 
gkm.  The  names  of  the  fornicr,  were,  Heath, 
iftbp.  of  York ;  Wm.  Paulet,  marq.  of  Win- 
<;hester,  lord  high  treasurer;  Hen.  Fitz-Alan, 
carl  of  Arandil;  Francis  Talbot,  earl  of 
Shrewsbury;  Edw.  Stanley,  earl  of  Derby; 
"Wm.  Herbert,  earl  of  Pembroke;  Edward 
Fenys,  baron  of  Clinton,  lord  high  admiral ; 
Wm.  lord  Howard,  of  Effingham,  lord  cham- 
berlain; sir  Thos.  Cheney,  sirWm.  Petre,  sir 
John  Mason,  sir  Rd.  Sackvil,  and  dr.  Wotton, 
dean  of  Canterbury.  Burnet  says,  that  most  ^ 
of  these  counsellors  had  complied  with  all  the  I 
changes  th^t  had  been  made  m  religion,  back* 
ward  and  fonyard,  since  the  latter  end  of 
Henry's  reign,  and  were  so  dextrous  at  it, 
that  they  were  still  employed  in  every  new 
revolution.  The  Protestant  counsellors,  were, 
Wm.  Parr,  marq.  of  Northainpton ;  Francis 
BaisscI,  earl  of  Bedford ;  sir  Tlios.  Parry,  sir 
Edw.  Rogers,  sir  Amb.  Cave,  sir  Francis 
KnoHes,  sir  Wm.  Cecil,*  and  sir  Nich.  Bacon, 
soon  after  made  lord  keeper  of  the  great 
seal. 

A  Part,  called.']  Shortly  after  the  corona- 
tion, writs  were  issued,  dated  at  Westminster, 
Dec.  1,  for  caDing  a  pari,  to  meet  there  on 
the  23rd  of  Jan.  following.  On  which  da.y, 
being  an  assembled,  and  the  receivers  and 
triers  of  petition^  appointed,  the  lord  keeper, 
and  other  great  officers  of  state,  declared  to 
the  whole  pari,  that,  by  reason  of  the  queen's 
indisposition,  her  maj.  durst  not  come  down 
lb  the  house  on  that  day ;  but  had  sent  a 
writ  of  prorogation  to  prorf)gue  die  said  pari, 
to  the  25th  inst. ;  and  the  said  writ  was  r^ad , 
accordingly.  '  The  following  are  the 

Names  an^  Titki  of  the  TemportU  Lordi  «um- 
moned  to  attend  tkit  Pari, 


Wiri.  marq.  of  Win- 
chester, lord  high 
treasurer 

Tho.'  du\c  of  Norfolk, 
earl  marshidl  of  Eng- 
land 

John  earTof  Ofcfbrd,  Id. 
great  chamberlain 

Henry  e.  of  Arundele 


Henry  earl  of  West- 
moreland 
Francis  e.  of  Shrews-: 

bury 
Edward  earl  of  Derby 
Wm.earl  of  WonrcrstcV 
Henry  earl  of  Rutland 
Henry  carl  of  Cum- 
berland- 


Tliomasearlof  Sussct    Edm.  Id.   Suttoo,    of 
Francis  e.  of  Hunting-        Dudley 

don  Henry  lord  Hastings 

Francis  e.  of  Bedford      J.  Blount  lord  Mounts 
Wm.  e,  of  Pembroke         joy 
Antliony  v,  Montague    Arthur  Id.  Darcie 
Tho.  vise,  Howard,  of    John  lord  Lumley 

Bindon  Tho.  Stanly  Id.  Mon- 

Edw.Fcnysld  Clinton,        te^le 

Id,  high  admiral  William  Id^  Botghe 

Wm.  Howard  Id.  Ef-    John  Paulet    Id,  St, 
fingham,  chamber-        John,of  Basing,eld- 
lain  of  the  housliold        est  son  of  the  laarq^ 
Henry    Nevikx    Lord        of  Winchester. 

Bergavenny  Wm.  lord  W^ioughby 

J.  Touchet  Id,  Audlcy        of  Parham 
Henry    Stanley    lord    John  lord  Shcffeild 
Grange,  eldest  son    John  Id.  Darcie,    of 
to  the  e.  of  Derby  Chiche 

Hen.Parkerld.Morlcy    Edm,    Brugges,    lord 
W.  Brooke  Id.Cobham        Chandos 
George  lord  Talbot         Edw,  Id.  Hastings 
Henry  Id.  Stafford  Henry     Carey      lorcj 

Wm.  l.Grey,  of  Wilton        Hunsdon 
Henry  Id,  Scroop,  of    Oliver  Id.  St.  John,  oi 
Bolton  Bletso 

Jan.  55.  the  queen  was  present  in  tixe  lords  ; 
but  nothing  is  entered  in  the  Journals  l}ut  t^ha 
introduction  of  the  lord  Howard,  and  the  lords 
Hastings,  Darcy,  Hunsdon,  and  St.  John  of 
Bletso,  by  the  queen*8  writs,  to  take  their 
seabi  in  tnat  house.  It  is  remarkable  that  the- 
abbot  of  Westminster  sat  there  this  pari,  but 
never  after.  But  though  the  Journals  arc  sin. 
lent  in  the  speeches,  and  fuller  proceedings^  ajt 
the  beginning  of  this  pari,  they  are  amply  sup^ 
pli%d  by  a  careful  collector  of  the  narliament-h 
ary  proceedings  throughout  the  whole  course 
of  this  reign^  This  was  sir  Simonds  D'Ewes, 
knt,  and  bart.  whose  authority,  as  it  is  un-^ 
questionable,  we  shall  quote  from  vith  the 
same  assurance  as.  from  the  Journals  of  both 
houses,  when  they  are  deficient  in  any  mate-, 
rial  circumstances.  And,  the  lord  keeper's 
speech,  at  tl>e  opening  of  this  pari.'  being 
omitted  in  the  Journals,  we  give  v  fiom  the 
above  collection  as  follows  ^ 

The  Lord  Keeper  BacofC$  Speech,  on  opening 
the  ParlJ]  "  My  lords  and  masters  all ;  The 
queen*s  most  excellent  maj.^  having  sivnmoned 
hither  her  high  court  of  pari,  hath  command-, 
ed  m^  to  open  and  declare  the  chief  causes, 
and  considerations  that  moved  her  thereunto. 
And  here,  roy  lords,  I  wish  (not  without  great 
cause)  there  were  ii>  me  ability  to  do  it  in  such, 
or^ler  and  sort,  as  is  beseeming  for  her  maj.V 
h'onpur,  and  the  understanding  of  this  pre^ 
s^nce ;  ajid,  as  the  grdat  weightiness  and  wor- 
thiness of  the  matter  doth  require  it  to  be. 
done.  The  remembrance  whereof,  and  the 
number  of  my  imperfections  to  the  well  per-j. 
forming  of  it,  doth  indeed  (plainly  to  speak) 
breed  m  me  such  a  fear  and  dread,  that  as,, 
from  a  man  abai^hed,  and  well  nigh  astonied, 
you  are  to  hear  all  that  I  shall  say  therein. 
True  it  is,  that  some  comfort  and  encourage-!, 
ment  I  take,   through  the  hope  1  hkve  conn 
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jceived^  bj  that  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  your 
g^ite  sufferance  by  utben,  Whereof  I  look 
upon  equal  cause  equally  with  others  to  be 
partakei':  and  the  rather,  for  that  I  am  sure 
jgoodifrill  9hall  not  want  in  me  to  do  my  utter* 
MU»t ;  ^ndy  also,  because  I  ^ean  to  occupy 
^  small  a  time  a9  the  jgfeatnes^  of  such  a 
cause  iwill  suffer;  thinking  that  .to  be  the 
.mcyste^t^xneii^icine  to  oure  your  tedious  heariog, 
and  miue  iniper&ct  and  disordered  speaking, ' 
su^pmcu'ily  to  say,  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
!sumnwu$and  assembly,be  consultations^advice, 
an4  cootentation.  For,  although  divers  Uiings 
that  are  to  be  done  here  in  pari,  might  by 
loe^ns  be  reformed  without  parL  yet  the 
.^ueeu'j*  m^.  seeking  in  her  cbosulmtionof 
j«Bportafice,  cootentation  by  assent,  and  sui^ 
.ty  by  advice ;  and  therein  reposing  herself  |JOt 
,a  littl^  in  your  tideliiies,  wisdoms  and  discre* 
tion^r  meaneth  not  at  this  tifne  to  make  any 
resolutions  in  any  xna^r  (^  weisht,  .beCore  at 
^hnU  l^e  by  ypu  sufficiently  and  nilly  debated, 
examined  and  consijd^rad.  Now^  the  mafitefs 
.mud, causes  iwh^rcupioa'  you  are  to  consult,  ate 
chi^  and  prind^aily  3  pointe.  Of  those  ^e 
]^  is  of  well  making  of  la^s^  for  the  ««coni- : 
iog  and  uniting  of  these  people  of  the  w^thn 
.into  an  luiiform  order  of  religion,  to  llie 
honour  and  glory  oS  God,  the  establishing  of 
tlie  church,  and  tranquility  of  the  realm.  The 
Undf  for  tkfi  reforming  and  removing  of  aU 
<enonmties  and^iscliiefs,  that  miglit  hurt  or 
hinder  the  civil  orders  and  policies  of  this 
realm.  The  Sid  and  last,  is,  advisecfly  and 
deeply  to  weifh  and  consider  the  estate  and 
condition  gf  this  realm,  and  the  losses  and  de- 
cays tliat  have  happened  of  late  to  the  impe^ 
rial  croH,n  thereof;  a^d  therefore  to  advise 
the  best  remedies  to  supply  and  retieve  the 
aame.  For  the  first,  the  n^iieen's  maj.  having 
God.  before  her  eyes,  and  being  neither  un<- 
mindfol  of  precepts  and  (Mvine  coiHiGils,  mean- 
.eth  and  intendeth  in  thb  conference,  first  and 
chiefly  there  should  be  sqi:^ht  the  advance- 
ment of  God's  honour  and  gloiy,  as  the  sure 
.and  infalUble  foundation,  mrhereupon  the  poli- 
cies of  every  good  conunonwealth  are  to  be 
erected  and  knit;  and,  as  the  siraidrt  line, 
whereby  it  is  wholly  to  be  directed  and  govern- 
ed;  and,  as  the  chief  pillar  and  battress, 
wherewith  it  is  oontinaaUy  to  be  sustained  and 
maintained.  And,  like  at  the  well  and  pei^ 
feet  dpiag  of  this,  cannot  but  make  good  soo- 
,ces8  in  afi  the  rest,  so  #10  remi&a  and  loose 
iieali^g  in  this,  cannot  but  make  the  rest  fall 
of  impeifections  and  dpubtfhlness;  whtcli  must 
iie«is  bring  with  thcro  ceminnal  chanse  and 
alteration;,  things  much  to  be  eschewed  in  all 
^  good  governanceSk  and  most  of  aU  in  maners 
of  foitti  and  reJigion;  which  of  their  natures 
be,*  and  ought  to  be  most  stable. — ^Wherefore 
ber  highness  wiU^th,  and  most  earnestly  re* 
quiretn  you  aU^  6rst  and  principally,  for  the 
duty  you  bear  ^to  God,  whose  cause  tliis  is ; 
;and  then  for  th«  aervice  you  owe  to  her  maj; 
#nd  your  countcy,  whosa  weal  it  concemecb 
Jloix^apUy;  andfor  thfilove  ytu  ought  to  Jbear 


to  yourselves,  whom  it  touchcth  dne  by  one 
particularly;  that  in  this  consultation,  you. 
with  all  humbleuess,  singleness,  and  purenesl 
of  mind,  confirm  yourselves  togethi^,  using 
your  who)e  endeavour  and  diligence,  by  laws 
and  ordinance,  to .  establish  wat,  whi^h  hf 
jour  learning  and  wisdom  shall  be  thoi^^ ' 
most  meet  for  the  well  perfoiming  of  this  godly 
purpose :  and  this  without  respect  of  honoui^ 
rale  or  sovereignty,  profit,  pleasure  or  ease; 
or  of  any  thing  that  might  touch  any  person  im 
estimation  or  opinion  of  wit,  learning  or 
knowledge ;  and  without  all  regard  of  oCtler 
manner  of  affection,  And  therewith,  that  yo« 
will  also  in  this  your  assembly  and  confoi«nc« 
.clearly  forbear,  and,  as  a  great  enemy  to  goo«d 
council,  fly  from  all  manner  of  contention^ 
reasonings  and  disputations,  and  all  sophhiti* 
cal,  captious  and  frivolous  arguments  awl 
f)uidditi^,  meeter  for  ostentation  of  wit,  tiuui 
consultation  of  weighty  matters ;  comelier  for 
scholars  than  counsellors ;  more  beseeming  for 
schools,  than  for  parL  houses.  Besides  that 
commonly  they  be  great  causes  of  much  ex« 
ponca  of  time,  and  breed  few  good  rtsplutiona. 
And  j^ke  a#  in  council,  all  contetition  shotdd 
be  each^wed,  even  so  by  council  provision 
should  be  naade,  that  no  contentions,  contu^ 
melious,  or  opprobrious  words,  .as  *  heretic/ 
*  schismatic,' '  papist,'  and  such  likenaoie^  be^ 
ing  narses  of  such  seditious  factioas  and  sects, 
be  used,  but  may  be  banished  out  of  men's 
mouths;  as  the  causers,  ooatihuers^  and  en» 
creasers  of  displeasure,  hate  and  malice ;  and 
as-  utter  enemies  to  all  ooncord  and  unity,  the 
very  marks  that  you  are  now  come  to  shoot  at. — 
Again,  as  ih  pioceedings  herein,  gieat  and 
wary  consideration  is  to  be  had,  tha^  nothing 
be  advised  or  done,  which  any  ifvay  m  coati* 
nuance  of  time  were  likely  to  breecl,  or  nourish 
any  kind  of  idolatr3r  or  superstition:  ao;  oA 
the  other  side,  heed  is  to  be  taken,  that  by  n» 
licentious  or  loose  handling,  any  manner  of 
occa*don  be  given,  whereby  any  contempt,  or 
irreverent  behaviour,  towards  God  and  godlj^ 
things,  or  any  spice  of  irreligion  might  cree^ 
in,  or  be  conceived :  the  examples  of  fearfol 
punishments  that  have  followed  these  4  extre^ 
mities;  I  nacan,  idolatry,,  superstition,  con** 
tempt,  and  ii^ligion,  in  all  ages  and  times^ 
are  more  in  number  than  I  casi  declare,  and 
better  known  than  I  can  make  recital  to  yon. 
of.  And  yet  are  they  not  so  Hany,  or  better 
known  than  by,  the  continual  budding  beneflt* 
and  blessings  of  God  to  those  that  Itave  for* 
saken  those  extremities,  and  embraced  their 
contraries.  And  for  your  better  encouraging 
to  run  this  right  and  strait  course,  although 
tliat  which  is  said  ought  to  suffice  thereto,  I 
think  I  may  affirm,  that  the  good  king  Heze* 
kiah  had  no  greater  desire  to  amend  wnat  wa» 
amiss  in  hb  timcf;  nor  the  noble  qneen  Hester 
a  better  heart  to  overthrow  the  m^ty  enemies 
to  God's^elect,  than  our  sovereign  lady  and 
mistress  hath  to  do  that  may  be  just  and  ac«- 
ceptable  in  God's  sight.  Thus  forced  to  this 
by  our  duties  to  Cod^  foared  theceto  by  hii 
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punisbiD€Dts,  provoked  by  his  benefits,  <lrawn 
by  your  love  to  your  country  and  yoursclres, 
enconra^cd  by  so  princely  a  patroness ;  let  us 
in  God's  name  go  about  this  work,  endeavour- 
ing ourselves  with  all  diligence  (as  I  have  be- 
fore said)  to  make  such  laws,  as  may  tend  to 
the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  to  the  establish- 
ment of  his  church,  and  to  the  tranquillity  of 
the  realm.  For  the  2d,  there  is  to  be  consi- 
dered what  things  by  private  men  devised,  be 
fHracdsed,  and  put  in  use  in  this  realm,  con- 
trary or  hurtful  to  the  cammonwcalth  of  the 
tame,  for  which  no  laws  be  yet  provided ;  and 
"•rhcther,the  laws,  before  tins  time  made,  be 
•ufiicient  to  redress  the  enormities  they  were 
meant  to  remove;  and  whether  any  laws  made 
hnt  for  a  time,  be  meet  to  be  continued  for 
«ver,  or  for  a  season.  Besidfs,  whether  any 
laws  be  too  severe  or  too  shurp,  or  too  sore 
and  too  gentle :  to  be  sihort,  yon  are  to  con- 
sider all  other  imperfections  ot  laws  made,  tCnd 
all  wants  of  laws  to  be  made,  and  thereupon 
to  provide  the.  meetest  remedies;  respectinj? 
the  nature  and  quality  of  the  disorder  and 
oifonce,  the  inclination  and  disposition  of  the 
people,  and  of  the  manner  of  the  time. — 
For  the  Sd  and  last,  (a  marvellous  matter)  I 
cannot  see  how  a  good  true  Englishrnan  can 
ent«r  into  the  consideration  of  it,  but  it  must 
breed  in  his  breast  two  contrary  effects ;  com- 
fort, I  mean,  and  diteomfort,  joy  and  sad- 
ness :  tor,  on  the  one  part,  how  can  a  man 
(calling  to  his  remembrance  that  God  of  his 
divine  power  and  ordinance,  hath  brought  the 
imperial  crov^n  of  this  realm  to  a  princess, 
that  so  nobly,  dtli^ntly,  willingly  and  care- 
fully doth,  by  the  advice  of  all  the  estates  of 
the  realm,  seek  all  the  ways  and  means  that 
may  be,  to. reform  ail  disorders  and  things 
that  be  amiss;  to  continue  and  make  firm 
that  that  is  good;  to  detect  and  discourage 
those  that  be  dishonest  and  evil ;  to  execute 
justice  in  all  points  tJO  all  per^ns,  and  at  all 
times,  without  rigour  and  extremity ;  and  to ' 
use  clemency  without  indulgence  and  fond 
pity. — ^A  princess,  I  say,  diat  is  not,  nor  ever 
meaneth  to  be,  so  wedded  in  Iter  own  will 
and  fautasie,  that  for  the  satisfaction  thereof, 
she  would  do  any  tliini!  that  was  likely  to  bring 
any  servitude  or  bondage  to  her  people ;  or 
give  any  just  occasion  to  them  of  any  inward 
grudge,  whereby  any  tumult  or  stirs  might 
arise^  as  hath  dMie  of  late  days,  things 
most  pernicious  and  pestilent  to  the  commons- 
wealth;  a  priucessy  tksA  never  meanetli  or 
intendeth,  for  any  private  afiection,  to  ad- 
vance the  cause  or  quarrel  with  any  foreign 
prince  or  potentate,  to  the  destruction  of  her 
subjects,  to  the  loss  of  any  of  bar  dominions, 
or  to  the  impoverishing  of  her  reaUn ;  a  prin- 
cess, to  whom  nothitig,  what  nothing  f  no,  no 
worldly  thing  under  the  sun  is  so  dcar,\  as  the 
hearty  love  and  good-will  of  her  nobles  and 
subjects ;  and  to  wliom  nothing  is  so  odible, 
as  that  they  might  cause  or  by  any  means  pro- 
cure the  contrary.)  How  can,  I  say,  a  man 
remember  this  wonderfol  benefit;  but  of  ne- 


cessity he  must' needs  heartily  rejoice,  and 
give  God  thanks  for  the  same  !  btit,  my  lords, 
the  handling  oi\  the  princely  virtues  'of  tlib 
noble  princess,  the  cause  ot"  our  rejoicing,  of 
purpose  I  pretermit,  partly  because  I  ever 
supposed  it  not  altogether  meet  for  this  pre- 
sence ;  but,  chiefly,  for  that  it  reqnireth  a  per- 
fect and  excellent  orator,  in  whom  both  ait 
and  nature  concurs,  and  not  to  me,  a  man  in 
whbm  both  fails.  Marry,  I  wish  in  ray  hesirt, 
an  apt  person  might  oft  have  meet  presehce, 
and  just  occasion,  to  handle  this  matter,  as 
the  weightiness  of  the  cause  reqnireth.  But, 
as  the  causes  of  our  rejoicing  for  such  respects 
be  (thanks  be  to  God)  both  many  and  ^reat; 
so  for  the  causes  of  our  sadness  and  discom- 
fort, they  be  neither  few  nor  litde.  But  here 
upon  great  cause,  as  a  man  perplexed  and 
amazed,  I  stay,  not  knowing  what  is  best  to 
he  done ;  -verrloth  I  am  to  titter  that  which  is 
much  unpleasisnt  for  me  to  speak,  and  as  un- 
comfortable for  you  to  hear:  but,  because 
sores  and  wounds  be  hardly  cured,  except 
they  be  well  opened .  and  searched,  therefore 
constrainod  of  necessity  I  see  I  must  trouble 
70U  with  these  sad  matters.  What  man,  dMt 
either  loveth  his  sovereign,  his  country,  or 
himself;  that  thinketh  of,  and  weigheth  the 
great  decays  and  losses  of  honour,  strength 
and  treasure;  yea,  and  the  peril  that  hath 
happened  to  this  imperial  crown  of  late  time, 
but  must  inwardly  and  earnestly  bewail  th^ 
same  f  Could  there  have  happened  to  this 
imperial  crown  a  greater  loss  in  honour, 
strength  and  treasure,  than  to  lose  that  place, 
I  mean  Calais,  which  was  in  the  beginning  s6 
nobly  won,  and  hath  so  long  time,  so  honoui«- 
abli^  and  politicly,  in  all  ages  and  times,  and 
against  all  Attempts,  both  foreign  and  near, 
both  of  tbroes  and  treasons,  been  deluded 
and  kept?  Did  no^  the  keeping  of  this  breed 
fear  to  our  greatest  enemies,  and  made  out 
foint  friends  the  more  assured,  and  lodier  to 
break  ?  Yea,  hath  not  the  winniilg  and  keeping 
of  tliis  bred  throoj^hout  Europe  an  honourable 
opinion  and  report  of  our  English  nation  f— 
A^n,  what  one  thing  so  much  pre<«rved  and 
guarded  our  merchants,  their  trathc  and  inter;- 
courses,  or  hath  been  so  mat  a  help  for  the 
well  uttering  of  our  chief  commodities ;  ot 
what,  so  much  as  this,  hath  kept  a  great 
part  of  our  sea-coasts  irom  spoiling  and 
robbing?  To  be  short,  the  loss  of  this  is 
much  greater  than  I  am  able  to  u^ter,  and 
as  yet,  as  I  suppose,  is  al4e  to  be  unden* 
stood  by  any:  ana  yet,  my  lords,  if  this  wera 
the  whole  loss,  then  might  men  have  scnne  hope 
in  time  to  come  to  recover  that,  that  in  thne  hath 
been  thus  suddenly  and  strangelj  lost:  but; 
when  a  man  looketh  further,  and  consideretK 
the  marvellous  decays  and  wastes  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  crown;  th^  inestimable  consump- 
tion of  the  treasure,  levied  botb  of  the  crown 
and  of  the  sabject;  the  exceeding  loss  of  mu- 
nition and  artifiery;  the  great  loss  of  divers 
valiant  gentlemen  of  very  cood  sertice;  tlie 
incrodiuc  sum  of  moniei  owiug  at  thispretent^ 
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and  in  honour  due  to  be  paid,  and  the  biting 
interest  that  is  to  be  aiuswcred  lor  the  tbrbear- 
Aoce  of  tlus  debt;  tlierowith  remcmberiog  die 
strongth  aiid  mightiness  of  tlic  enemy,  a»d  his 
coiiiederateb,  auil  huw  ix-ady  he  is  upon  every 
uccabiun,  upon  every  side,  and  iu  every  time, 
to  annoy  yuu;  and  how  the  time  most  meet 
for  that  purpose  draweth  ou  at  haud.  Again, 
if  a  man  consider  the  huge  and  most  wonder- 
ful charge,  newiy  grown  to  the  crown,,  more 
than  ever  luuh  licretofore  been  wont,  and  now 
of  aeoestiity  to  be  continued ;  as  first,  the 
maintenance  of  garrisons  in  certain  places  on ' 
the  sea-coasu,  as  Portsmouth,  with  new  mu- 
ititiou  and  artillery,  besides  the  new  increased 
charge  for  tlie  continual  maintenance  of  the 
!EngUsh  navy  to  be  ever  in  readiness  against 
all  evil  happ^ ;  the  strongest  vndl  and  defence 
dtat  cim  be  against  the  enemies  of  this  island; 
and  further  also,  the  new  augmentation  or 
charge,  for  the  uudntenauce  of  a  garrison  at 
Berwick,  and  the  frontiers  northward.  In- 
deed, I  must  confess  that  iu  those  matters 
mine  understanding  is  but  bmall,  and  mine 
experience  and  time  to  learn  less:  but,  in  my 
opinion,  this  doth  exceed  tiie  anticnt  yearly 
revenue  of  tiie  crown.  Besides,  tluit  double 
so  much  is  of  necessity  to  be  presently  spent, 
about  the  fortifying  of  tliose  places  in  build- 
ings. When,  I  say,  a  man  remembcretli  and 
consMereth  tho»e  things,  it  maketh  him  so  far 
from  hope  of  recovery  of  that  tlwt  is  lost, 
yithoat  some  aid  or  contributioi*  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  he  will, judge  all  to  be  little  enough 
to  laake  and  prepare  good  defence  for  that 
that  is  left. — Here  perclumce  a  question  would 
be  asked,  (and  yet  I  do  marvel  to  hear  a 
<jnestion  made  of  so  plain  a  matter)  what 
should  be  tite  cause  of  tliis?  If  it  were 
asked,  tlius  I  mean  to  answer ;  That  I  think 
no  uiun  so  biiiul  but  seeth  it,  no  man  so  deaf 
bat  hc*areth  it,  nor  no  man  so  ignorant  but 
uuderstandeih  it.  iMarry,  withal,  1  tliink  there 
is  no  man  so  hard-hearted  iu  thinking  of  it, 
but  for  the  restoring  of  it  would  adventure 
laud>,  limbs,  yea  the  Ufc.  But  now  to  the 
remedies,  wherein  only  this  I  have  to  say, 
That  as  the  well  looking  to  tlie  whole  miivei^ 
sally,  is  the  only  sure  preservation  of  every 
one  particularly ;  so  sccmeth  it  of  all  congru- 
ence and  reason  meet,  that  every  one  parti- 
cularly, by  all  ways  and  means,  rcmdily  and 
gladiv,  according  to  liis  power,  jshould  concur 
and  join  to  relieve  and  assist  the  whole  uni- 
versally. Neither  can  I  see,  things  standing 
OS  they  do,  how  any  that  loveth  bis  country, 
or  hath  wit  to  foresee  his  own  surety,  can  be 
withdrawn  from  this.  Is  there  any,  think  you, 
'SO  mad,  that  having  a  range  of  liouscs  in  peril 
of  6rc,  would  not  gladly  pluck  down  part,  to 
have  the  rest  preserved  and  saved  ?  Doth  not 
tlie  wise  merchant,  in  every  adventmre  of 
danger,  give  part  to  have  (bedrest  assured? 
These  causes  well  compared,  small  diflercnce 
shall  be  fouad.  And  for  this,  (a  strange  mat- 
ter and  scarce  credible)  with  how  deaf  an  ear, 
and  how  hardly  the  (juecn's  maj.  may  endure 
Vox..  1. 


to  bear  of  any  device  that  may  be  burtbenous 
to  her  subjects,  I  partly  do  understand,  and 
divers  others  pardy  nerceive.  Is  not  the  cause 
marvellous  and  piutul,  that  tlie  necessity  and 
need  of  this  nqrged  and  torn  state  by  mi::- 
governance,  should  by  force  so  bridle  and  re- 
strain tliQ  noble  nature  of  such  a  princess, 
that  she  is  not  able  to  sIiom^  suchJibcrality  and. 
bountifulness  to  her  ser\ants  and  subjects,  as 
her  heart  and  inclination  disposeth  her  hi<;h* 
ness  unto  ?  What  a  grief  and  torment  this  is 
to  a  noble  mind  !  what  a  grief  ?  surely  such  a 
grief,  as  but  to  a  noble  mind  who  feels  it  can- 
not be  understood.  But  for  the  more  plaiii 
declaration  of  her  highnesses  disposition  in  thb 
matter,  she  hatli  commanded  me  to  say  unto 
you,  even  from  my  own  mouth,  That  were  it 
not  tor  the  preservation  of  yourselves,  and  the 
surety  of  the  state,  her  highness  would  sooner 
have  adventured  lier  life,  (wliich  our  lord  long 
preserve)  than  she  would  have  adventured  to 
trouble  her  loving  subject  with  any  offensive  * 
matter,  or  that  should  be  burdienous  or  dis- 
pleasant  unto  them;  and  for  th^  further  no- 
tifying of  her  highness's  mind  herein,  she  hath, 
commanded  me  to  say  unto  you,  That  albeit 
you  yourselves  see,  that  this  is  no  matter  of 
will,  no  matter  of  displeasure,  no  private 
cause  of  her  own,  which  in  times  past  have 
been  sufiicicnt  for  princes  pretences,  (i he  more 
pity !)  but  a  matter  for  the  universal  weal  of 
this  realm,  the  defence  of  our  country,  tlio 
preservation  of  every  man,  his  vvife  and  family 
particularly;  yet  her  maj .'s  will  and  pleasure 
IS,  that  nothmg  shall  be  demanded  or  required 
of  her  loving  subjects,  but  that,  which  they, 
of  their  own  free  wills  and  libcraliues,  be  well 
contented,  readily  and  j^ladly,  frankly  and 
freely  to  offer ;  so  great  is  the  trust  that  she 
reposeth  in  them,  and  die  love  and  aQ'cction 
that  her  liighness  beareth  towards  them,  no- 
thing at  all  doubting,  but  tl)at  they  will  so 
lovingly,  carefully  and  prudcutly,  consider  and 
weigh  this  great  and  weighty  matter,  that  such 
provision  out  of  hand  be  taken  therein,  as 
ner  highness  shall  be  preserved  in  all  honour 
and  royal  dignity,*  and  you,  and  the  rest  of 
her  loving  su))jects,  in  common,  quiet  and 
surety.  Now,  to  make  an  end.  Tlie  queen's 
m!\j.'s  pleasure  is,  that  you,  her  vfcll  beloved 
and  trusty  knights  of  her  shires  and  burgesses, 
accordhig  to  your  laudable  custom,  shall  repair 
to  vour  common  house,  and  there  delibemtcly 
aiicf  advisedly  elect,  or  rather,  amongst  so  many 
already  elect  persons,  select  one,  both  grave 
and  discreet,  who  after  he  be  by  you  presented, 
and  thaf  presentation  by  her  highness  admitted, 
shall  then  occupy  the  office  and  room  of  your 
common  mouth,  and  Speaker ;  and  of  youV 
day  of  presentation  the  queen's  m^.  wiU  give 
you  notice." 

In  the  same  authority  we  find  the  ceremo- 
nial speecties  made  when  the  commons  pre- 
sented sh'  Thos.  Gargravc,knt.  as  tlieir  speaker. 

Act  for  reiioring  the  First  Fniits^S^c]  Jan. 
30th,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  lords  for  the 
restitution  and  annexation  of  the  FirstTruiis  and 
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mission  of  my  whole  Ulk  dnto  vour  bonoors,  f 
purpose  to  speak  to  the  body  of  this  acty 
touching  the  Sapremacr :  and  that  the  doings  of 
this  honourable  assembly  may  therein  be  aWraytf 
farther  honourable,  two  things  arc  right  need- 
ful and  necessary  of  yotir  wisdoms  to  be  oon« 
sidered.  Ist,  when  by  the  virtue  of  this  act 
of  Supremacy,  we  must  forsake  and  flee  from 
the  see  of  Rome,  h  would  be  consider^  by 
youf  wisdoms  what  manrner  of  danger  and  in- 
conveniencey  or  else  whether  there  be  non*  at 
all.  Snd,  when  the  intent  of  this  act  is  to 
give  unto  the  queen's  highness  a  supremacy,  it 
would  be  considered  m  yout  wisdoms  what 
this  supremacy  is,  and  whether  it  do  consist  in 
8|^itual  govt,  or  in  temporal.  If  in  temporal, 
what  further  authority  citn  this  house  give  unto 
her  highness,  than  she  hath  already,  by  right 
and  iiiheritance,  and  not  by  your  gift,  but  by 
the  appointment  of  God  ?  She  being  our  sove-^ 
reign  lord  and  lady,  our  king  and  queen,  our 
emperor' and  empress  ;  other  kings  and  princes 
of  duty  otiglit  to  pay  tribute  unto  her,  she  he^ 
mg  free  from  tliem  all.  If  you  will  say  that 
this  supremacy  doth  consist  in  spiritual  ^vt. 
then  it  would  be  considered  what  this  spiritual 
govL  is,  and  in  what  points  it  doth  chiefly  rc-^ 
main.-  Which  being  first  agreed  upon,  it  would 
be  further  considered  of  your  wftdams,  whe- 
ther this  liouse  may  grant  them  unto  her  high- 
ness or  not;  and  whether  her  h^hness  be  au 
apt  pcrhoii  to  receive  tbe  same  or  not.  And 
by  the  thorough  examination  of  all  these  parts, 
your  honours  shall  proceed  in  this  matter 
groundly  upon  tiiorougb  knowledge,  and  not 
be  deceived  by  ignorance. — Now  to  tbe  1st 
point,  n- herein  I  promised  to  examine  this  for- 
saking uud  flying  from  tlie  see  of  Rome,  what 
matter  either  of  weight,  danger,  or  inconveni- 
ence doth  consist  tlierein  ?  And  if  by  this  our 
relinquishing  of  tlie  see  of  Home  there  were 
none  other  matter  therein,  than  a  withdrawing 
of  our  obedience  from  the  pope's  'person, 
Paul  IV.  of  that  name,  which  hath  declared 
himself  to  be  a  very  aiisu-re  stern  futlier  unto 
us,  ever  since  his  fli*bt  entrance  into  Peter's 
chair,  then  the  cause  vwrc  not  of  such  great 
importance  as  it  is  in  very  deed ;  when,  by  the 
relmquisliing  and  forsaking  of  tlie  see  of  Home; 
we  must  forsake  and  fly  from  these  four 
things.  1st,  we  must  forsake  and  fly  from  ail 
general  councils.  2ud,  we  must  fly  from  aU 
Canonical  and  ecclesiastical  laws  of  the  church 
of  Christ.  3rd,  from  the  judgment  of  all  other 
Christian  princes.  4th,  and  lastly,  we  must 
forsake  and  fly  from  the  unity  of  Chii«n*» 
church,  and  by  leaping  o«t  of  Peter's  ship,  liW- 
zard  ouRi^clves  to  be  overwhelmed  and  drown- 
ed in  the  waters  of  schism,  sects,  and  di- 
vision?.— First,  toucliing  general  councils  I 
shall  only  name  unto  you  these  4 :  Niccne 
council,  Constantinopolitau,  Ephesme,  and 
Chalcedon  council,  whidi  nre  approved  ol*  all 
men,  doubted  of  or  denied  of  no  man.  8l 
Gregory  writeth  in  this  wise,  *  sicut  enim 
sancti  evangelii  quatnor  libros,  sic  base  quatuor 
concilia,   scilicet  Nicea.  CuuetaatinopolitaM. 


Tenths  to  the  queen's  mi^.  and  imperial  crovirn 
of  this  realra,^  and  on  the  4th  of  Feb.  it  passed 
that  bouse,  with  the  addition  of  reserved  rents, 
tiomine  dccimarum,  and  parsonages  impro- 
priate.— On  the  9th  of  Feb.  was  read  for  the 
drd  time  abilf  forthereOOgnitionofthe  queen's 
title  to  the  imper^d  crown  of  this  realm,  which 
^as.  Item.  con.  assented  to,  and  committed  to 
the  queen's  solicitor  and  the  clerk  of  the  crown 
to  carry  to  the  lower  house.  On  the  same 
day  was  r^ad  a  bill  wherein  certain  oflences 
%re  declared  treason ;  and  another  bill  against 
scandalous  and  seditious  worda.- 

Act  for  restoring  the  SupremactfJ]  Jan.' 80th, 
a  committee  of  24  members  of  the  conomons 
were  appointed  to  meet  and  treat  of  a  convex 
nient  subsidy.  At  the  same  time  it  was  re- 
commended to  them  to  consider  of  the  validity 
of  the  summons,  both  to  the  last  a/id  also  this 
present  pari,  in  wliich  said  writ,  tho  words 
*  supremum  caput  ecclcsise'  were  omitted. 
Feb.  3rd,  Mr.  Carrel  reported  from  the  said 
committee,  that  it  was  acrced  by  them,  ''  that 
'the  want  of  the  said  words  did  not  at  all  hin- 
*  der,  or  impeach,  the  validity  of  the  said  writs 
of  summons  to  the  precceding  parliaments,  or 
tliis  now  assembled.^'  After  clearing  this  point, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  whole  liouse,  the 
bill  itself  met  with  no  opposition  that  we  can 
And  in  their  Journal :  that  house,  according  to 
Cambden,  being  now  composed  of  more  pro- 
testants  than  papists;  though  the  latter  did 
not  stick  to  say  that  secretary  Cecil  had  played 
an  underhand  game  hi  tlie  elections ;  and  that 
several  knights  of  shires -and  burgesses  for  ci- 
ties and  corporations,  had  been  returned  for 
this  very  purpose."  The  act  wjiich  met  with 
the  greatest  opposition  in  this  pari,  is  inti- 
tlcd,  "  an  act  tor  restoring  the  Supremacy  to 
the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm  ;  and  repeal- 
ing divers  acts  naade  to  tlie  contrary."  On  the 
18th  of  Feb.  the  said  hill,  with  certain  provi- 
soes adtied  thereto  by  the  lords,  and  sundry 
other  amendments,  was  concluded  in  that 
house.  The  abp.  of  York,  the  carl  of  Shrews- 
bury, the  vise.  Montague,  the  bps.  of  London, 
Winchester,  Worcester,  l^nddtF,  Coventry, 
Exeter,  Chester,  CarlL>le, .  and  abbot  of  West- 
minster, dissenting.  It  was  sent  down  to  the 
cotmnons,  who  kept  it  till  March  the  22hd,  and 
then  returned  it  to  the  lords,with  a  new  provbo, 
added  by  them.  This  was  read  thrice  on  the 
same  day,  and  concluded;  the  former  abp. 
and  bps.  diFsenting.  Mr.  Cambden  informs 
us,  that  t!ic  ^  prelates  above-mentioned  vigor- 
ously opposed  the  bill ;  but  he  has  left  us  none 
of  the  arguments  uscH  against  it.  But  Mr. 
Strype,  that  careful  collector  o^  ecclesiastical 
memoirs  relating  to  the  Refonnation,  has  given 
us  two  speeches,  delivered  in  the  Lords,  against 
this  Bin  of  Supremacy.  The  orators  on  this 
occasion  were  Nicholas  Heath,  abp.  of  York, 
and  Cuthbert  Scott,  bp.  of  Chester;  whose 
speeches,  though  long,  must  nevertheless  have 
a  place  in  this  history. 

Tlie  Ab|^.  of  York  rose  up  in  his  place,  and 
spoke  tims ;  **  My  lords  all ;  with  humble  sub- 
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Bpbesin.  et  Chalcedonese  suscipere  ac  vene- 
mri  me  fateor/    At  ihe  Nicene  oouocil,  tfae 
bps.  which  were  assembled  did  write  thteur 
f|MStte  to  Sylvester,  then  hp.  of  Rome,  ^t 
their  decrees  made  there  must  be  confirmed 
by  his  authority.    At  the  council  kept  at  Con» 
fltantinople,  aU  the  bps.  there  were  obedient 
to  Damase,  then  bp.  of  Rome,    He,  as  chief 
judge  of  that  council,  did  give  sentence  against 
the    heretics,    Macedonians,  Sabellians,  and 
£uxiomians;   which  Euuomius  was  both  an 
Arian,  and  the  first  anthgr  of  this  heresy,  that 
only  faith  doth  justify;  and  here,  by  the  way, 
it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  we,  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  realn),  are  much  more  inclined 
to  raise  up  t)»e  errors  and  sects  of  ancient  and 
condemned  hereti<»,  than  to  follow  the  apr 
proved  doctrine   of  the   most  catliolic  attd 
teamed  fat|iers  of  Christ*s  church.     At  the 
Ephesin  council,  Nestorius  the  heretic  was 
condemned  by  Celcsdne,  then  bp.  of  Rome, 
be  being  the  chief  judee  there.    At  Chalrccbn 
all  the  bps.  assembled  there,  did  write  their 
bumble  submission  unto  Leo,    then   hp.  of 
Rome,  wherein  they  did  acknowledge  bim  to 
be  their  chief  head.    Therefore,  to  deny  the 
fee  i4X)6tolic,  were  to  cojitcmn  and  s^  at 
nought  tht^  ju<kiQent  of  these  four  councils^-^ 
9ady  we  must  forsake  and  fly  from  all  canonir 
cal  and  ecclesiastical  laws  of  Christ's  church, 
whercuntQ  we  have  already  confessed  our  obe- 
dience at  tlie  font,  saying,  *  credo  sanctam 
codesiam  catbolioam  */  which  article  contain- 
etb,  that  we  must  behevc  nbt  only  that  there 
is  a  holy  catholip  ohurch,  but  that  we  must  re- 
ceive also  the  doctrine  and  sacraments  of  the 
same  church,  obey  her  laws,  and  live  accord- 
ing onto  the  same;   which  laws  do  depend 
vrtolly  upon  the  authority  of  the  see  apqstoi 
Be.    And  like  asr  it  was  here  openly   con? 
fossed  by  the  judges  of  this  realm,  tliat  the 
kws  made  aJnd  agreed  upon  in  the  higher  and 
lower  bouse  of  this  hon^  pari,  be  ot  small  or 
none  effect,  before  the  real  assent  of  the  king 
and  prince  be  given  thereto;  semblaby  eccle^ 
fiastical  laws  made  cannot  bind  the  universal 
church  of  Christ  without  the  real  assent  and 
confirmation  of  the  see  apostolic. — ^Thc  Srd, 
we  must  forsake  and  %  from  the  judgment  of 
all  Christian  princes,  whether  they  be  Protest 
tants  or  Catholic,  when  none  of  tlicm  do  a^ree 
with  these  our  doings;  king  Henry  VIII.  bc- 
i&ff  the  very  first  that  ever  took  upon  him  the 
title  of  Supremacy.    And  whereas  it  was  of 
late,  here  m  this  tiouse,  said  by  an  hon.  man^ 
that  the  title  is  of  right  due  unto  the  king,  for 
that  he  is  a  kine^  then  it  would  fuUot^r,  that 
Herod)  being  a  king,  should  be  suprenijs  head 
of  the  chiurch  at  Jerusalem ;  and  Noro,  the 
emperor,  supreme  head  of  the  church  of  Christ 
at  liomr,  they  both  being  infidels,  aad  there^ 
by  no  members  of  Christ's  churchy    And  if 
our  saviour  Jesus  Christ,  at  his  departure  from 
this  woHd,  should  have  lefi  the  spieitual  govt, 
of  his  chiu-ch  in  the  hands  of  emperors  and 
kings,  and  not  to  have  committed  the  same 
Vsto  \^  ap^stlcj,  l^ow  QtgUgepv  then,  should 


he  have  leh  his  chi^c{),  it  shall  appear  right 
well;  by  calling  to  your  remembrance,  that 
the  emperqr  Consrantius  Magnus  was  the  first 
Christian  emperor,    and  reigned   about  30U 
v^nrs  a^er  tlie  absence  of  Christ:  if,,thercfbrey 
hy  your  proposition,  Constantine,    the  first 
CThnstian  emperor,  was  the  first  chief  head  and 
spiritual  governor  of  Christ's  church  through- 
out his  empire,  then  it   foUo^vetb,  how   tltat 
our  saviour  Christy  for  that  whole  time  and 
space  of  300  years,  until  the  coming  of  this 
Constantine,  left  his  church,  which  he  had 
dearly  bought  by  the  96fusion  of  his  j;nost  pre- 
cious blood,  without  a  h^;  and  therefore 
how  untrue  the  saying  of  this  nobleman  was^, 
it  shall  fuithcr  appear  by  the  example  of  king' 
Ozias,  and  also  of  king  t)a\id;  for  when  king 
Q/ias  did  take  the  ceuser  to  incense  the  altar 
of  God,  the  priest  Azarias  did  resii»t  him,  and 
expel  him  o^t  of  the  temple,  and  said  unto  him 
these  words,  '  non  est  officii  tui,  Ozia,  ut  ado- 
leas  inqensum  Domino,  scd  est  sacerdotis  et 
filiorum  Aaron;  ad  hujusmodi  enim  olficium 
oonsecrati  sunt.'    Now,  I  shall  most  humbly 
demand  of  you  thia  question.  When  this  priest 
Azarias  said  uQto  tlm  king  Ozias,  *  non  est  of- 
ficii tui,  £cc.^  whet|)cr  he  said  truth  or  no?  If 
you  answer  that  he  spoke  the  truth,  then  the 
king  Ozias  was  not  tl^  supreme  head  of  the 
church  of  the  Jews :  if  you  shall  say,  no ;  why 
did  God  then  plf^ue  the  king  with  a  leprosy, 
and  not  the  pnest?    The  priiost  Azarias,  in  re- 
sisting the  king,  and  thrusting  hinx  out  of  the 
temple,  in  so  ooing,  did  he  play  the  faithful 
part  of  a  subject,  or  no?    If  ^m  answer,  no ; 
why  did  God  then  spare  th^  priest  and  plague 
the  king?    If  you  answer,  yea;  then  it  is  most 
manifest,  Ozias,  in  that  he  was  a  king,  could 
not  b^  supreme  head  of  the  church.    And,  as 
touching  the  example  of  king  David,  in  bring- 
ing home  the  ark  of  God  from  the  Philistines, 
*  ad  civitatem'  David,  what  supremacy  and 
spiritual  govt,  of  God's  ark  did  king  David 
ttiere  take  upon  him?    Did  he  p^ce  himself 
amongst  the  priests,  or- take  upon,  him  any  spi-. 
ritual  function  unto  the  priests  appertaining  f 
Did  he  approach  near  unto  ^e  %rk,  or  yet 
presume  to  touuch  the  same;  no,  doubtless, 
when  t>efo^  he  saw  Ozias  strick^  by  the  hand, 
of  God  for  the  like  arrogancy  and  presumpr 
tion ;  and  therefore  king  •  David  did  go  from 
the  ark  of- God  with  his  hai^i,  making  melody, 
and  placed  himself  amongst  the  minstrels;  and 
so  humbly  did  abase  himself,  being  a  king,  aa 
to   dance,  &kip,  and  leap  before  t1ie  ark  of 
God,  like  as  his  other  subjects.    Insomuch, 
that  queen  Micholl,  king  Saul's  daughter,  be- 
holding and  seeing  the  great  humility  of  king^ 
David,  did  disdain  thereat.    Whereunto  king. 
David  said,  ^  ludam,  et  vilior  fiaro,  plusquank 
fieu^tus  snm  coram  Domino  meo,  qui  me  elegi^ 
potius  quam  patrem  tuum  aut  domum  patris 
tui.'    And  whereas  quecu  MiohoU  was  theren 
fore  plagued  at  the  hand  o/  God  *  perpetua 
sterilitate,'  king  David  repeived  great  prais* 
for  his  humility. — Now  it  may  please  your  ho-, 
noursi  which  of  both  thq^,  kui^,  ex^onplw  lit 
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shall  be  most  convenient  for  your  wisdoms  to 
move  our  queon's  bigbueaB  to  follow;  the  ex- 
ample of  toe  prood  king  Ozias,  and  by  your 
pers^uaslons  and  counseb  to. take  upon  her  spi- 
ritual govt. .  thereby  adventuring  yourselves  to 
b^  plagued  at  God*s  hands,  as  king  Ozias  was; 
or  else  to  follow  the  example  of  good  king 
David,  which  in  refusal  of  all  spiritual  govt, 
about  the  ark  of  Grod,  did  bumble  himself  as  I 
have  declared  unto  you  ?    Whereunto  our  so-' 
vereign  lady,  tlie  queen's  highness,  of  her  own 
nature  very  well  inclined  and  bent,  we  may 
assure  ourselves  to  have  of  her  highness  as 
bumble,  as  virtuous,  and  as  godly  a  mistress  to 
reign  o\'cr  us,  as  ever  bad  English  people  here 
in  this  realm ;  if  that  her  highness  be  not,  by 
our  flattery  and  dissimulation,  seduced  and 
beguiled.— Uth  and  last,  we  must  forsake  and 
fly  from  the  unity  of  Christ's  church,  when  st. 
Cyprian,  that  holy  martyr,  saith,  **  that  the 
unity  of  the  church  of  Christ  doth  depend  up- 
on the  unity  of  Peter's  authority;  therefore, 
by  our  leapmg  out  gf  Peter's  ship,  we  must 
needs   be  overwhelmed   with  the   waters  of 
schism,  sects,  and  divisions.     For  the  same 
holy  martyr  saith,  in  his  3rd  epistle  *  ad  Cor- 
nchum,'  that  all  heresies,  sects,  and  schisms 
do  spring  only  for  that  men  will  not  be  obcdi* 
ent  unto  the  head  bishop  of  God.  And  how  true 
this  saying  of  Cyprian  is,  it  is  apparent  to  all  men 
tliat  listeih  to  see  by  the  example  of  the  Ger- 
mans, and   by  the  inhabitcrs  of  this  realm. 
And  by  our  forsaking  and  flying  from  the  unity 
at'  the  church  of  Rome,  tbii;  inconvcniency, 
amongst    many,     ihust    consequently    follow 
thereof,  That  cither  we  must  grant  the  church 
ot'  Rome  to  be  the  church  of  God,  or  else  a 
malignant  church.     If  you  answer,  that  it  is  of 
God,  where  Jesus  Christ  is  truly  taught,  and 
all  his   sacraments  rightly  ministered ;    how 
then  may  we  disburden  ourselves  of  our  forsa- 
king and  flying  that  church,  whom  we  do  con- 
fess and  acknowledge  to  be  of  God,  when  with 
that  church,  which  is  of  God,  we  ought  to  be# 
one,  and  not  to  admit  any  separation  ?  If  you 
answer,  that-  the  church  of  Rome  is  not  of 
God,  but  a  malignant  church;    then  it  will 
follow,  that  we,  the  inhabitants  of  this  realm, 
bavc  not  as  yet  received  any  benefit  of  Christ, 
when  wc  have  rec.eived  no  other  gospel,  no 
other  doctrine,  no  other  faith,  no  other  sacra- 
ments, than  were  sent  us  from  the  church  of 
Home.  Firsty  in  king  Lucius  his  days,  at  whose 
humble  epistle  the   holy  martyr  Elutherius, 
then  bp.  of  Rome,  did  send  unto  this  realm 
two  holy  monks,  Fagantis  and  Damianus,  by 
whose  tlortrine  we  were  flrst  put  to  knowledge 
of  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christy  of  his  gospel,  and 
of  his  most  blessed  sacraments.    Second,  holy 
St.  Greeory,  being  bp.  of  Rome,  did  send  into 
/this  realm  two  other  holy  monks,  st.  Augustin 
•nd  Mellitus,  to  revive  the  very  self  tame  faith 
of  Jesus  Christ,  that  was  before  planted  in  this 
realm  in  the  day\  of  king  Lucius.    Third  and 
last,  Paulus  Tartius,  being  bp.  of  Rome,  did 
send  the  lord  cardinal  Pole's  good  grace,  by 
birth  a  nubleu^na  of  gthis  reabn,  as  his  legate,, 


to  restore  us  to  the  sameialth  that  the  blessed 
martyr  Elutherius  and  holy  st.  Gregory  had 

flanted  here  in  this  realm  many  years  before, 
f  therefore  the  church  of  Rome  be  not  of  God, 
but  -a  malignant  church,  then  w^  have  beea 
deceived  allthis  while ;  when  the  gospel,  the 
doctrine,  faith  and  sacraments  must  be  of  the 
same  nature  that  the  church  b  of  from  whence 
it  came.     And  therefore  in  relinquishing  and 
forsaking  of  that  church,  as  a  malignant  church, 
the  inhabitants  of  this  xealm  shall  bo  forced  to 
seek  further  for  another  gospel  of  Christ,  othe^ 
doctrine,  faith,  and  sacraments,  than  we  hi- 
therto have  received.     W  hich  shall  breed  such 
a  schism  and  error  in  faith,  as  was  never  in  any 
christian  realm:    and  therefore  of  your  wis-  - 
doms  worthy  consideration,   and  maturely  to 
be  provided  for,  before  you  pass  this  act  of 
supremacy. — ^Thus   much    touching    the   first 
diief  point.     Now. to  the  second;  wherein  I 
promised  to  move  your  honours   to  consider 
what  this  Supremacy  is,  which  wc  go  about  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  to  give  unto  the  queen's 
highness,  and   wherein  it  doth  consist;   as, 
whether  in  spiritual  government,  -  or  in  tempo- 
ral.    If  in  spiritual,  like  as  the  words  of  the 
act  do  import^  *  supreme  head  of  the  church 
of  England,  immediate  and  next  under  God ;' 
then  it  would  be  cousidered  of  your  wisdoms 
in  what  points  this  spiritual  govt,  doth  consist ; 
and  tlie  points  being  well  known,  it  woald  be 
considered,  Vhetlicr  this  house  have  authority 
to  grant  them,  and  her  highness  ability  to  re- 
ceive the  same. — And,  as  touching  the  point 
wherein  the  spiritual  govt,  doth  coiisist^  I  harcy 
in   reading  the  gospel,  observed   theie  four, 
amougst  many ;  whereof  the  6rst  is  to  loose 
and  bind,  when  our  Saviour,  in  ordairing  Peter 
to  be  the  chief  governor  of  his  church,  said 
unto  him,  *  Tibi  dabo   clavcs  regni  ca^loi  um ; 
quodcunque  ligaveris  super  terrara,  erit  liga^ 
tum  &  in  ccelis ;  tc  quodcunque  soWecis,  erit 
solutum  h  in  ccelis.'     Now  it  would  be  oonsi-» 
dered  of  your  wisdoms,  whether  you  have  sudi- 
cient  authority  to  gr.mt  unto  her  highness  tliis 
first  point  of  spiritual  govt,  and  to  say  to  her, 
*  Tibi  dkbimus  clavcs  rcgni  cik*l<)rum.'     If  you 
say,  yea,  then  we  require  the  sight  of  your 
warrant  and  commission  by  die  virtue  of  GikI's 
word ;  and  if  you  say  no,  then  you  may  bo 
well  assured,  and  persuade  yourselves,  that 
you  have  no  sufficient  authority  to  nmke  her 
highness  supreme  head  of  tl)e  church  here  iu 
Jhis  realm,    llie  2nd  point  of  spiritual  ^vt, 
IS  gathered  of  these   words  of  our  Saviour, 
spoken  unto  Peter  in  the  xxi.  ch.  of  st.  John's 
gospel,  *  pasce,  pasce,  pasce.'    Now  whether 
your  honours  have  authority,  by  this    high 
court  of  pari,  to  say  unto  our  sovereign  lady, 
'  pasce,  pasce,  pasce,'   you  must  shew  y«ur 
warrant  and  commission.    And  further,  that 
her  highness,  being  a  woman  by  birth  and 
nature,  is  not  qualifled  by  God's  word  to  fee4 
the  flock  of  Christ,  it  appeareth  most  plainly 
by  St.  Paul  on  this  wise,  saying,  *  Taceant  mu-> 
liercs  in  Ecclesiis:   non  enim  permittetur  eis 
loqui,  scd  subditq^  fssc,  sicut  dicit  lex  :*    au() 
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it^  ibHo^cth  in  tlie  same  plaoe,  ^  quod  torpe 
est  idulieri  loqui  in  ecclesiis/    And  in  his  Ist 
c^nsde  to  Timothy,  ch.  2.  saith,    *  Docere 
autcm  mulieri  non  pcnuitto,  neque  dominari 
in  virum,  sed  in  siJentio  esse.'    Therefore  it 
appeareti^  that  like  as  your  honours  have  not 
bis  authority  to  give  her  highness  this  second 
point  of  spiritud  .govt,   to  feed  the  flock  of 
Christ;  «o,  by  Paul's  doctrine,  her  highness 
niay  not  iotenncddle  herself  with   the  same. 
T  hcrcforc  she  cannot   be   supreme   head   of 
Christ's  church  here  in  this  realm.     The  third 
and  chief  point  of  spiritual  govt,   is  gathered 
of  the  wortis  of  our  Saviour,  spoken  unto  Pe- 
ter, Luke  ch.  xxii.  *  Ego  rogavi  pro  te,  ut  non 
deficiat  hdcs  tua :  ct  tu  afiquando  convoi-sus 
confinna  fratres  tuos.*   Whereby  it  appearcth, 
that  one  chief  point  of  spirituid  govt,  is  to 
confirm  liis  brethren,  and  ratifv  them  both  by 
wholesome  doctrine,  and  administration  o(  the 
blessed  sacraments.    But  to  preach  or  min&s- 
'ter  the  holy  sacraments,  a  woman  may  not ; 
neither  may  she  be    supremo  head  of  tlie 
church  of  Christ.    The  4lh  and  last  point  of 
spiritual  govt,  which  I  promised  to  observe 
and  note  unto  you,  doth  consist^  in  exeommu- 
nication,  and  spiritual  punishment,  of  all  such 
as  bhall  approve  themselves  not  to  be  the  obe- 
dient children   of  Christ's  church.      Of  the 
yvliich  authority  our  Saviour  Christ  speaketh, 
ID  sti  Matthew  ch..  xviii.  there  saying,  '  Die 
ecclesia? :  si  autcm  ecclesiam  non  audierit,  sit 
tibi  tanquam  ethnicus  Sc  publicanuls.'  .  And  t^t. 
Paul  did  excommunicate  the  notorious  fonii- 
cator  that  was  amongst  the  Corioths,  by  the 
atitboricy  of  his  aposdeship.    Unto'  the  which 
apo^des,  Christ,  ascending  into  heaven,  did 
leave  the  whole  spiritual  govt,  of  his  church, 
as  it  appearetb  by  the  plain  words  of  Paul,  in 
\u»  epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  ch.  iv.  '  ipse  dedit 
ecclesi«  wm  qoosdam  apostolos,  alios  erangc- 
Ustas,  alios  pastores  &  doctore^,  in  opus  mi- 
nisterii,    u^    sediticationcm    corporis    christi.' 
But  a  woman,  in    the    degrees  of  Christ's 
phurcl>»  is  not  called  to.  be  an  apostle,  nor 
evangelist,  nor  to  be  a  shepherd,  neither  a 
doctor,  or  preacher.    Therefore  she  cannot  be 
supreme  head  of  Christ's  militant  church,  nor 
yet  of  any  part  thereof. — ^Thus  much  I  have 
here  said,  nght  hon.  and  my  very  good  lord:$, 
against  this  act  of  Supremacy ;  for  die  dis» 
charge  of  my  conscience,  and  for  the  k)?e, 
dread  and  fear,  that  I  diieily  owe  unto  God 
and  my  sofereign  lady  the  queen*s  highness, 
and  unto  your  brdship's  all ;'  when  otherwise, 
and  without  roatore  consideration  of  these  pre^ 
snises,  your  honours  ^hall  never  be  able  to  snew 
your  ^ftces  before  your  enemies  in  thb  matter; 
being  so  rash  an  example  and  spectacle  in 
Cluws  chordi,  as  in  tnis  realm  only  to  be 
found,. and  in  none  other.    Thus  humbly  bc- 
seediii^  yoor  good  honours  to  take  in  good 
paitthismde  and  plain  speech  that  I  have 
pere  used,  of  much  good  zeal  and  will,  I  shall 
liowlea^  to  trouble  your  honours  any  longer." 
It  does  not  appear  at  what  time  the  above 
s|»e<;k  was  delivered;  bat k was  on  the  2nd 
pending  of  the  bill^  that 


TheBiriiopofC/fcsfer(Cuthbert  Scott)  stood 
up  and  spoke  as  follows : — "  My  lord,  and  my 
lords  all ;  I  do%)erceive  thiit  this  bill  huih  now 
been  twice  rena,  and  by  the  order  of  this  house 
must  be  read  the  thiril  time.     Which  order  f 
think  was  appointed  to  be  observed  for  thi* 
end,  that  every  man  bein*^  a  member  of  thi* 
house,  should  fully  understand,  and  so  at  largo 
speak  his  mind  and  conscience  in  the  contents 
of  all  the  hills  preferred  and  read  here,  before 
that  they  bo  onacied  and  cstublisjied  as  laws. 
Wherefore  I  considering  that  this  bill  hath  been 
now  twice  read,  and  hath  acconliivj;ly  been 
spoken  unto  gmvelv,  wist^ly,  and  leiurnedly,  by- 
divers  of  this  hon.  company ;  and  that  I  for 
my  part  as  yet  have  said  nothing  therciu ;  i 
slrnll  most  hiimbly  desire  your  good  hardships 
to  give  me  leave,  and  patiently  to  hear  what  I. 
have  to  siiy,  as  concerning^  tin*  present  bill. 
And  yet  to  confess  unu>  ydur  Idps.  tlie  truth; 
tliere  be  tno  thioiis  that  do  nmch  move  me, 
and  as  it  were  pull  me  b>ick  from  spcakinc;  any 
thing  in  tliis  matter.    The  1st  is,  that  I  poi- 
ceive  the  queen's  highness,  whom  I  pi"ay  God 
long  to  preserve,  is  as  it  were  a  party  therein  ; 
unto  whom  I  do  acknowledge  that  I  owe  obe-, 
dieucc,  not  'only  for  wrath  and  displeasure's 
sake,  but  fi»r  conscience  ?ake,  and  that  by  tuo 
scriptures  of  God.    The  2nd  is,  tlie  reverence 
I  have  to  those  noblemen,  unto  whom  tiiis  bill 
was  committed  to  be  wcighefl  and  considered  ; 
who««e  doings  I  assure  your  good  Idps.  ia  a  great 
comfort  not  only  uiito  me,  but  also,  jis  1  do 
think,  unto  all  that  be  of  the  profession  that  1 
am  of,  with  many  other  besides :  1st,  for  that 
their  devotion  towards  Almighty  God  doth  ap- 
pear ;  seeing  they  will  not  suffer  the  service  of 
the  church,  and  the  due  administration  of  the 
holy  facraments  thereof,  to  be  disannullc  1,  or 
already  altered,  but  to  be  retained  as  they  have 
been  heretofore:  and  Qnd,  for  that  their  cha- 
rity and  pity  towards  poor  clci^y  of  this  realm, 
doth  appear  in  mitiimting  tlie  extream  {>cDal- 
ties  mentioned  in  this  bill,  for  the  giunsayers 
of  the  contents  of  the  same. — But  there  be  two 
other  things  of  more  weight,  that  do  move  mc 
to  speak  in  this  matter  what  I  think.     The  1st 
is  Almighty  Qod,  which  I  know  dolh  look, 
that,  accortlii\g  to  tlie  profession  whcreunto 
(aldiough  I  be  miworthy;  I  am  called,  I  should 
speak  my  mind  in  such  matters  as  th  s  is,  v^hen 
they  be  called  in  question.    Ths  2ud  is  my 
conscience,  which  doth  urge  mc  to    do  the 
same. — Wherefore,  now  to  speak  of  the  mat- 
ter, this  I  say,  That  our  faith  mid  religion  is 
maintained  and  continued  by  no  one  thing  so 
much  as  by  unity,  which  unity  is  continued 
and  maintained  in  Christ's  church,  even  as 
concord  and  f^ood  order  is  maintained  in  a 
commonwealth.     Wherein  as  we  see  for  civil 
quietness,  there  is  appointed  in  every  village 
one  constable.     And  lest  there  should  any  va«^ 
riance  fall  amongst  them?  there  is,  again,  in 
in  every  hundred  one  head-constable,  in  whom 
all  the  other  inferiors  be  as  knit  in  one.     And 
where  there  be  in  one  shire  divers  hundred-*, 
to  make  away  all  guntrovcrsies,  as  might  chance 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


i51]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  1  Elizabeth.  1558.— «>>.  ^theUtrU  Speech  on  tU        pISt 


•mong<;t  the  said  head-<;onstablei  of  these  hun- 
dreds, of  that  they  be  joined  as  in  one.    The 
•hcritfe  Jikcwise  b^  joined  in  one  prince,  which 
prince  being  dc|>rived  of  his  princely  authority, 
the  unity  luid  concord  of  that  rei^lm  is  div 
•olved,  ^nd  every  man  chooseth  himself  a  new 
lord.    Even  sq  it  is  in  the  church  of  Christ,  ac- 
cordinj^  to  the    commandment  of  St.  Paul. 
There  is  in  every  village  at  the  Icswt  one  priest; 
ill  every  city  one  bp.  in  whom  ali  the  priests 
within  the  cliocese  be  knit  in  one ;  in  every 
province  one  metropolitan,  in  whom,  for  the 
avoiding  of  controversies,  all  the  bps.  of  that 
province  be  joined ;  and  for  unity  to  be  obr 
icrvcd  amonpt  the  metropolitans,  they  be  like* 
wise  joined  in  one  high  bp.  called  the  pope, 
whose  authority  being  taken  away,  the  sheep, 
ms  the  scripture  snith,  he  scattered  abroad. 
For  avoiding  whereof,  our  Saviour  Christ,  be- 
fore bis  death,  prayed  that  we  mipht  be  all 
©nc,  as  his  father  and  he  be  one ;  which  thing 
caimot  be,  except  we  have  all  one  head.    And 
therefore  Almighty  God  said  by  the  prophet 
ICzekiel,  "  1  will  5,iir  up  over  them  one  pastor.** 
And  our  Saviour  likcwi.se  saitli,  "  There  shall 
be  one  pastor,  and  one  sheep-fold."     Which 
sentences  pcnidvcnture  some  men  will  say  to 
l»c  applied  only  to  our  Saviour,  which,  in  verv 
deed,  I  mu^t  needs  grant  to  be  so ;  yet,  this  I 
pmy  say,  the5-e  places  be  applied  to  him  only, 
as  other  like  places  of  scripture  be;  for  it  is 
said  in    the  scripture,  that  only   God  is   im- 
mortal; and  by  participation  with  hiin»  all  we 
th»t  he  true  christian  men  he  made  immortal ; 
only  God  forgiveth  sin,  and  yet,  by  commission 
from  him,  priests  have  authority  to  forgive  sin. 
He  is  only  king,  and  by  commts^on  maketli 
kings ;  and  likewise  he  is  only  priest  after  the 
order  of  Melchisedcc,  and  by  commibsJon  makr 
j^th  priests :  he  of  himself,  and  by  nope  other ; 
all  tae  rest  by  him,  and  not  of  themselves.    So 
he  is  our  only  pastor,  and  by  cqifimission  hath 
IDade  other  pastors,  and  especially  one  to  be 
vicar^eneral  on  earth,  to  govern  and  rule  a|l  his 
whole  flock  m  unity  and  concord,  and  in  avoid- 
ing of  schisnis  and  divisions.     And  likewise  as 
he  sent  one  holy  ghost,  to  rule  and  govern  his 
people   inwardly,   so   he   appointed   one  go- 
vernor,  to  rule  and  lead  tbetp  outwardly. — 
Which  one  head-governor  cannot  be   applied 
to  any  temporal  prin^.     For  then  either  we 
Dmst  needs  grant  that  the  church  of  Christ 
was  not  perfect,  \nit  rather  9,  mank  body  with- 
out a  head  by  the  space  of  SO(i  years  and  more, 
(for  so  long  was  ^t  after  the  death  of  our  Sa- 
viour bofore  tliere  was  one  Christian  prince  in 
a)l  the  worid)  or  else,  Christ  appointed  an  in- 
^el,  being  no  member  of  his  church,  to  be 
head  thereof;    which    both    be    absurdities. 
'Aeain,   that    Christ    ap'pointed  no  temporal 
pnnce  to  be  head  of  his  ^hurch  it  appeareth, 
by  that  we  see  in  divers  kingdoms  tnerc  be 
divers  and  sundry  princes  and  rulers ;  so  that 
there  should  by  that  means  be  many  heads  of 
one  body,  the  which  were  a  monstrous  thing. 
Thirdly,  That  he  appointed  no  temporal  prince 
to,  be  hea^  of  tlje  churchy  it  appeareth  oy  the 


word  itself  spoken  by  our  Saviour  'pascc, 
feed,'  which  he  spoke  not  to  Herod,  Pilate, 
nor  yet  to  Tybecius  the  emperor.  But  he 
spoke  them  unto  Peter,  saying,  *  Pasce  ovcs 
mcas.*  And  where  peradventure  some  men 
will  cavil  and  argue  of  the  Greek  word  spoken 
by  our  Saviour  Christ  in  that  place;  which 
doth  signify  not  only  to  feed,  hut  also  to  rule 
and  govern ;  I  answer,  that  I  do  not  know 
where  that  word  is  applied  unto  any  temporal 
ruler  in  the  New  Testament ;  and  if  it  so  were, 
yet  it  doth  not  prove  their  intent ;  for  other 
manifest  and  plain  places  of  Scripture  do  ex- 
clude them  from  such  authority,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  same  scripture  doth  give  them 
very  great  autliority,  commanding  us  to  obey 
the  same ;  dedaritig  withal,  that  they  bear  the 
sword  not  in  vain,  nor  without  cause.  But 
now  mark  this  word  ^  sword,*  which  princes? 
had  before  the  conning  of  our  Saviour  Christ ; 
and  that  he  did  give  tliera  any  further  autho- 
rity we  read  not,  but  left  them  as  ho  found 
them.  And  as  he  did  give  tliem  no  soiritual 
authority,  so  T  do  not  sec  that  he  did  take  any 
temporal  nilc  from  them.  Wherefore  he  com- 
manded Peter  to  put  up  his  sword,  because  he 
had  given  him  other  instriiments  to  use,  where-, 
in  was  included  his  authority,  that  is  to  say, 
the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  saying, 
*  tibi  davo  claves  regni  coclorum.*  In  these 
keys  ^nd  in  exercising  of  the  same,  coiisisteth 
all  authority  ecclesiastical  given  by  God  unto 
any  roan.  Unto  whom  he  hath  not  by  Scrip- 
ture given  these  keys,  they  have  no  right  to  it.^ 
Wherefore  it  followcth,  that  no  temporal 
prince  hath  anjr  authority  in  or  over  the  church 
of  Christ,  seemg  that  the  ke>s  were  never 
given  unto  any  of  them. — And  here  I  know  ip 
will  be  objected  against  me,  that  as  this  place 
doth  mftke  against  the  supremacy  of  princes^ 
so  doth  it  not  make  for  the  primacy  of  st, 
Peter. .  For  st.  John  doth  witness,  in  tlic  20th 
ch.  of  his  gospel,  that  our  Saviour  did  give  the 
keys  not  only  to  Peter,  but  also  imto  all  his 
apostles,  ^hen  he  did  ^rcathe  upon  them, 
saying,  *■  Accipite  spiritum  sanctum  .  Take  ye. 
the  Holy  Ghost :  whose  sins  ye  forgive  ■  be  for- 
given to  them,  and  whose  sins  ye  retain  arc 
retained.'  And  divers  of  the  ancient  writer^ 
do  likewise  say.  That  the  keys  were  given 
unto  all  the  apostles.  But  yet  in  one  place  or 
other  the  same  authors  do  dedate,  that  tliey 
were  given  unto  Peter  principally,  as  Hillarius; 
where  he  saith,^  speaking  of  that  matter,  *  The 
keys  were  given  to  Peter  prii^cipally,  in  that 
he  was  chief  and  capti\in  of  the  other.'  And 
if  that  any  man  yet  will  oontend,  that  this 
place  dotli  give  no  more  authority  to  Peter 
than  to  the  rest  of  the  apostles,  I  have  read 
another  place  of  scripture,  which  doth  exclude 
the  rest  of  the  apostles  from  equnlity  of 
authority  with  Peter,  in  the  rule  and  govt, 
of  the  church  of  Christ,  and  tliat  is  the  chang- 
ing of  his  name  :  for,  at  PetQr*s  first  meeting 
with  our  Saviour,  his  name  was  Simon,  as  it  i*: 
there'  mentioned  in  these  words,  *  Simon,  the 
son  of  Jona,  thou  shalt  be  calM  Cef  has^  t^ 
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chbrch.  And  every  one  of  these  sects  do  say 
and  affirm  constantly,  that  their  profession  and 
doctrine  is  buildcd  upon  Christ,  alledeio^  scrips 
tufe  tor  the  same.  And  they  all  and  cver^  of 
them,  dius  diallenging  Christ  to  be  theif  toun-> 
dation  by  scripture,  bow  shall  any  man  know 
to  which  of  them  he  may  safely  give  credit, 
and  so  obey  add  follow  ? — ^The  like  is  to  ht 
baid  of  Peter's  confession,  wherein  we  can  ha?d 
no  sure  trial.  For  every  one  of  these  sects  or 
heresies  doth  confess  and  acknOTvle(%e  Christ 
to  be  the  son  of  the  living  God.  So  that  I 
ttiink  I  may  conduUe  that  our  Saviour  Christ 
in  this  place,  saying,  '  That  he  would  build 
his  church  upon  a  stone/  did  mean  by  tht 
stone  Peter  and  liis  succcssoi*s,  whereonto  men 
mieht  safely  cleave  and  lean  ;  as  unto  a  sure 
and  an  unmoveable  rock  in  matters  df  faith j 
knowing  certainly  tliat  in  so  doing  they  shaQ 
not  fall,  I  mean  in  faith ;  as  we  do  most  mani- 
fc^ly  see  it  hath  come  to  pass,  and  concinued* 
for  tlie  space  of  1500  years  and  odd. — ^I  have 
heard  objected  here  of  late  against  the  su- 
premacy of  Peter  and  his  successors,  divert 
reasons'which  appear  unto  me  to  have  in  them 
small  substance  ;  as  I  trust  it  shall  appear 
unto  you  by  tJic  unfolding  of  the  s;une.  And 
for  the  belter  understanding  of  the  sam^,  I 
will  bring  them  unto  three  head  places. — 
Whereof  the  first  doth  consist  in  the  wicked 
and  evil  lives,  as  it  is  alledged,  of  certain  pope« 
of  Rome ;  which  as  I  do  think  were  notlnng  so 
wicked  as  they  were  reported  to  have  been  s 
but  let  that  be,  they  were  so.  What  then  ?  ,  A 
man  is  a  man,  and,  as  the  scripture  sayeth, 
^  Whatman  is  he  that  shmeth  not  ?' again,  if  that 
our  Saviour  had  made  the  like  warrant  unto 
Peter  and  his  successors,  as  concerning  their 
conversation  and  living,  as  he  did  for  tlie  con- 
tinuance and  stabiHty  of  their  taith,  and  had 
said  unto  Peter,  *  I  have  prayed  for  thee  that 
thou  shult  not  sin ;'  as  he  said,  *  I  have  prayed 
that  thy  faith  shall  never  fail ;'  then  their  evil 
lives  had  been  an  argument  to  have  proved, 
that'  they  had  not  boen  the  true  successore  of 
Peter,  neither  had  had  any  such  authority 
given  unto  them  of  God.  But  seeing  that  the 
warrant  was  made  only  for  the  continuance 
of  their  faith,  wherein  they  have  hitherto,  and 
do  yet  most  constantly  stand,  without  any  men- 
tion of  their  conversation  and  living,  it  is  in 
my  judgment  no  proof  nor  argument  against 
the  authority  and  supremacy  of  the  see  of 
Kome :  as  we  see  that  the  adultery  and  mur- 
ther  committed  by  king  David,  doth  not  di- 
minish the  authority  of  godly  Psalms  written 
by  him ;  neither  tlie  dissolute  living  and  ido- 
latry of  king  Solomon  is  prejudicial  to  divers 
boolcs  of  scripture  written  by  him ;  nor  yet  the 
covctousness  of  the  prophet  Balaam  did  let,  in 
any  condition,  thevertue  and  strength  of  God, 
the  blessing  of  God  sent  unto  tihe  children  of 
Israel  by  him,  nor  the  tnitl)  of  the  propheey, 
as  concerning  the  coming  of  our  Saviour,  hy 
him  likewise  pronounced ;  even  so  the  lives  of 
the  popes  of  Rome,  where  they  never  so  wick- 
ed, cannot  be  projudiviai  to  tke  authority 


is  to  say,  a  stone  or  a  rock.'  And  for  what 
consideration  and  end  Christ  gave  him  that 
name,  it  doth  appear  in  the  xvi.  of  St.  Matthew, 
in  these  words,  '  Tu  es  Petrus,  &c.  Thoti  art 
Peter ;  i.  e.  a  stone  or  a  rock,  and  upon  this 
stone  or  rock  I  will  bm'ld  my  church/  Here  I 
thall  desbre  you  to  note,  that  peter  hath  a  pro- 
mise made  unto  himself  alone,  which  was  made 
to  tlone  other  of  the  apostles,  that  is,  that  as 
he  had  received  a  new  name,  so  he  sh«>uld 
have  a  new  privilege  or  preferment,  to  be  the 
fbundation,  ground  and  stay  of  Christ's  church 
being  builded  upon  him ;  for  he  was  called  a 
*  rock' or  *  stone'  for  the  stability  anrf  constancy 
that  should  always  appear  in  the  church,  be- 
ing builded  upon  hiln,  a  sure  foundation  and 
immoveable.  Whieh  thing  doth  now  appear 
in  the  succession  of  Peter :  for  as  concerning 
the  other  kpostles,  in  their  own  persons,  I  do 
not  doubt  but  during  their  lives  natural,  they 
were  as  firm  and  stable  in  the  fiEiith  of  Christ 
as  Peter  was ;  but  for  their  succession  we  have 
no  such  proof,  seeing  that  only  the  succession 
of  Peter  doth  continue  in  the  church  of  Christ, 
the  like  appearing  in  none  of  the  other  apos- 
tles. Which  is  the  on|y  stay  of  the  same  in 
earth,  and  undoubtedly  shall  be  until  the 
world's  end.  Tliis  place  of  scripture,  in  my 
judgment,  if  there  were  no  more,  is  sufficient 
to  prove  thttt  Peter  and  his  successors  be  ap- 
pointed of  Christ  to  have  the  mle  and  ^ovt.  of 
bis  church  in  earth  above  all  others,  boui  spiri- 
tual and  temporal ;  and  yet  I  do  know  that 
thei-e  may  and  also  will  objections  be  laid 
against  these  my  sayings.  For  some  will  say, 
that  Christ  himself  is  the  stone  whereupon  his 
church  is  builded,  and  some  will  say,  that  tlie 
profession  that  Peter  made  of  Christ,  when  he 
said,  '  Thou  art  the  sou  of  the  living  God.' 
Which  be  both  true,  and  yet  not  repugnant  to 
that  which  I  have  said  before :  for  all  these  3 
understandings,*  well  pondered  and  considei-ed 
in  their  divers  respects^  may  stand  together. 
But!  do  tliink  that  if  the  mind  and  intent  of 
our  Saviour,  when  he  spake  these  words,  *  Thou 
art  Peter,'  &c.  be  well  weighed,  the  place  itself 
doth  declare,  that  it  is  specially  to  be  under- 
standed  of  the  person  of  JPeter  and  his  succes- 
sors. For  undoubtedly  he  knowing,  that  infi- 
delity and  heresies  should  so  encrease  and 
abound j  that  his  church  and  laith  should  he  in 
<langer  to  be  overthrown  and  extinguished, 
ma(k  promise  there  so  to  provide  by  Peter  and 
his  successors,  that  it  should  be  always  known 
•where '  his  faitli  should  be  had  and  sought  for 
again,  if  it  were  any  wliere  lost,  unto  all  men 
that  would,  with  humility,  desire,  seek  after, 
•and  receive  the  same. — So  that  we  now, 
if  we  sliould  understand  the  place  of  our 
Saviour  Christ,  which  is  the  nrst  ahd  true 
stone  of  this  building  in  very  deed,  what 
certainty  can  we  have  of  bur  fiuth?  Or 
•ho^v  shall  we  stay  ourselves,  wavering  in  the 
same  in  this  our  time  ?  For  at  this  present 
-there  bo  abroad  in  Christendom  34  sundry 
sects •  of  opinions,  whereof  never-  one  agreetli 
-^th  aootW>  and  aU  differ  ftou\  the  catholic 
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given  to  Peter  amf  bis  suooctsors,  by  tbc  | 
laoutli  of  our  Saviour.— >Tiie  suwol'dic  ubjt^- 1 
tions  secoodarily  made  a^aiotit  hi^  authoricy,  I 
doth  coasiaC  (ua  they  do  ailedge^  in  certain  ca- 
non:} of  the  couijcil  ot  Nicttue,  and  the  Gdi 
council  of  Carthuge,  with  tlie  departure  of  tbe 
Greek  church,  and  other  realms  now  in  our 
days  from  the  authority  o(  tbe  said  itee  of 
llomc.  As  ceuocmjng  the  council  of  Nicenc, 
1  do  marvel  that  they  uill  alledge  any  thing 
therein  contained  in  Otis  matter,  seeing  in  tbe 
prehce  of  the  said  council  it  is  dcclar^,  that 
this  uuthority  %vhic)i  we  siicak  ol'  id  given  unto 
thi)  said  see  by  no  councils  or  synods ;  but  by 
the  evnugelical  voice  of  our  Stivbur  Jesus 
Clirist :  and  also  the  fathers  of  the  said  coun^ 
cil  being  condesicendcd  oimI  agreed  in  all  mat- 
ters of  controvcrby,  moved  in  that  tlicir  assein- 
hiy,  wrote  unto  t\vi  pope,  desiring  to  have  their 
docrees  continued  by  4ns  autliority ;  as  it  dotb 
tnore  at  lorge  appear  in  their  opistle  writteii  in 
that  behalf,  iuither,  Athanasius,  whidi  was 
present  at  the  said  couucil,  and  afler  patriarch 
of  Aiexaudriti,  doth  not  only  acknowledge  the 
cure  and  charge  of  the  ujiiversal  church  of 
Christ  to  be  given  to  Poter  aiul  successors,  but 
also  being  univL-rsully  dcpriCed,  did  appeal 
unto  the  po|>o  of  Uouie,  and  by  liim  was  re- 
stored again.  And  likewise  tlic  Cth  council  of 
Carthage  maketh  nothing  for  their  purpose. 
For  the  suprctuncy  of  ilie  pope  vms  not  called 
in  question  there,  hut  some  variance  there  was 
iudecd,  wliich  conbintcth  in  thi:5  point  only,  whe- 
ther a  bp.  or  a  priest,  being  accused  and  trou- 
bled, and  thinking  himself  to  have  wrong, 
might  appeal  to  Home  for  the  better  examina- 
tion and  trial  of  his  cause  or  no ;  as  one  Ap- 
piurius  a  priest  had  dune  then  in  Africk. 
There  wa^  alluded  for  appcU.uions  to  be 
made  to  Rome  a  canon  of  Nicene  council, 
which  indeed  was  ^ught  for-  and  could  not  be 
found.  \Miich  was  no  nmrvcl ;  for  whereas 
the  fathers  in  Nicene  couuoii  uuide  70  canons, 
through  the  wickedness  of  heretics,  there  was 
then  but  found  remaining  only  *21.  Yet  that 
notwithstanding  the  bps.  of  Africk  did  not  hmp 
4ifter  submit  themselves  to  the  church  of  Home 
in  that  point.  AUo,  ihcy  use  to  inculcate  tlje 
authority  of  this  Coimcil,  for  because  tliat  st. 
Augustin  was  present  at  it;  hs  he  was  indeed, 
which  miiketh  dir/witly  utraiubt  tliem.  For  St. 
Augustin  doth  eveiy  where  in  liis  works  ac- 
knowledge the  supremacy  of  st.  Peter  and  liis 
sucoesboro;  as  in  hi.^  102nd  epistle,  saying 
thus,  *  In  the  church  of  Home  hath  always 
been  strei^thciied,  or  flouridhcd,  tlie  rule  or 
authority  of  the  apostohc  chair.* — ^And  wlicre 
I  heard  rv  question  moved  here  of  late,  whe- 
ther that  ever  the  Greek  church  did  acknow- 
ledge the  superiority  of  tbe  church  of  Rome  or 
no  r  Of  tlie  which  matter  I  marvel  that  any 
man  doth  doubt,  seeing  that  the  Greek  Cbarch 
dU  not  only  acknowledge,  but  also  cotitioue 
in  obedience  under  the  said  church  of  Rome, 
by  tlie^pace  of  800  years  at  the  least,  eafarasl 
can  read  my^itclf,  or'li'arn  of  others.  And  after 
ihatii  did  last  renounce  the €aid  taithority,itdid 


return  again  with  submission  14  several  times, 
as  eood  authors  write,  and  as  we  may  partly 
gather  by  the  council  of  Piorence,  whicii  was 
about  lit  years  ago;  whereas  the  patriarch  of 
Constantiooplb  hmiself  was  present  among 
other  bps.  and  learned  men  ol  Greece,  in  tbe 
which  this  matter  in  controversy  was  deter- 
imned  and  agreed  upon,  as  it  doth  loanifostij 
appear  in  the  canons  of  the  said  cbunciL 
Moreover,  if  the  Greek  church  were  not  under 
tlie  authority  and  rule  of  tbe  churc^  of  Route, 
wliat  shall  we  think  of  the  story  of  Antheraas,  * 
patriarch  of  Constantinople,  which  was  de- 
posed for  the  heresy  of  Eutyches,  by  the  pope 
Agapetus.  For  whos^  restitution  earnest  and 
long  suit  was  made  by  the  empress  '^'iieodora, 
that  then  was,  first  to  the  pope  Silverius^  and 
after  to  his  successor  Vigiiius,  and  could  in  no 
condition  be  obtained.  But  as  touching  tbo 
Greek,  church,  and  tbe  departure  of  the  same 
from  the  churcli  of  Rome ;  thb  we  may  briefly 
say  aad  conclude,  that  after  it  did  divide  itself 
'from  the  church  of  Rome,  it  did  by  little  and 
little  fall  into  the  most  extreme  miseries,  capti- 
vity and  J»ondage ;  in  the  which  at  this  present 
it  doth  remain.  And  as  concerning  other 
countries  that  have  renounced  the  atbresaid 
authority,  as  Germany,  Denmaik,  and  as  it 
was  here  said,  Polonia;  tliis  I  have  to  say, 
tliat  tlie  miseries  and  calamities  that  Germany 
hath  suffered,  since  their  departure  from  the 
church  of  Home,  may  be  a  warning  and  ci  am- 
ple to  all  other  nnuons  to  learn  by,  and  be- 
ware of  the  like  attempt.  And  as  for  Den- 
mark, I  do  hear  indeed  tliey  be  very  Lutlie- 
rans,  and  have  also  renounced  tlie  pope's  au- 
thority ;  but  yet  I  cannot  learn,  nor  hear,  tliat 
either  the  king  of  Denmark,  or  yet  any  pnnce 
of  Germany,  doth  take  upon  him  to  be  called 
*  Supreme  *hea<l  of  the  church.'  And  as  for 
Poloniii,  although  it  be  troubled  with  heresies, 
as  other  realms  be,  yet  I  Ciinnot  learn,  tliat 
either  tlie  king,  or  the  clergy  thei-eof,  hath,  or 
doth  give  any  place  to  the  same,  but  of  the 
contrary  doth  most  eamc^ly  withstand  tliem ; 
as  may  nght  well  appear  by  certain  books  set 
out  this  ])resent  year,  that  is  1558,  by  a  bp.  of 
Poloniii,  called  Stanislaus  Uosius ;  in  tbe  which 
it  is  declared,  amongst  many  other  things,  that 
earnest  suit  had  been  mode  by  the  protestants 
to  liave  three  things  granted  and  suttered  to  be 
practised  within  that  realm;  that  is  to  say, 
that  priests  might  have  wives;  to  have  ^le 
public  service  in  their  vul^  tongue ;  and  the 
sacrament  of  the  altar  mmistred  under  both 
kinds;  which  all  three  were  denied  them. 
Wherebv  it  appeareth  plainly  that  Polonia  is 
not  in  that  case  that  men  reported  it  to  be  i|i. 
But  and  if  it  were  so,  that  all  these  realms, 
yea  and  more,  were  gone  firom  the  obedience 
of  ihat  chur<^,  doth  it  therefore  follow  that 
the  autliority  thereof  is  not  just?  I  think  not 
SO;  For  as  Ferdinandtts,  now  emperor,  de- 
scending justiy  by  election  from  Constantine 
the  i^at,  if  the  empire  which  was  under  Conr- 
stantine's  rule  were  divided  into  20  parties,  it 
hath  scarcely  one  of  the  SOj  and  yet  thcL  a»» 
♦ 
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thoritjr  of,  an  emperor  continueth  in  him  still. 
And  as  the  departure  of  Goscoigny,  Guienne, 
Nonnandjr,  Scodand  and  France,  which  were 
all  sometimes  under  the  imperial  crown  of 
£n^andy  doth  not  take  away  the  authority 
thereof,  but  that  it  is  an  imperial  crown  still; 
even  so  doth  not  the  departure  of  tJicse  coun- 
tries from  the  see  of  Rome,  diminisii  the  au-  j 
thority  given  unto  the  same  by  Gud.     Besides  t 
that  St.  Paul  saith,  *  That  there  shall  be  a  de- 
pardog  before  the  day  of  judgment ;'  which 
although  some  understand  of  the  empire,  yet 
the  most  part  refer  it  to  the  church  of  Rome,, 
from  whence  men  shall  fall  and  depart  by  in- 
fidelity and  heresies ;  but  whether  it  shall  be 
in  all  countries  at  one  time  or  divers  timcs^  it  is 
uncertain. — n»irdly,there  is  alleged  a  provincial 
councilor  assembly  of  the  bps.  and  clergy  of  this 
realm  'of  England;  by  whom  the  authority  of 
the  bp.  of  Roiue  was  abolished  and  disan- 
nulleci.     Which  now  some   inculcate  against 
USy  as  a  matter  of  great  weight  and  authority ; 
whereas  in  very  deed  it  is  to  he  taken  for  a 
matter  of  small  authority,  or  else  none.     For 
Ist,  we  know  that  a  particular  or  a  provincial 
council  can  make  no  detemiiiiation  airainst  the  j 
universal  church  of  Christ,  adly,  of  the  learned  | 
men  that  were  the  doers  tiiere,  so  many  as,  be  I 
dead,  before  they  died   were   penitent,   and  ! 
cried  God's  mercy  for  tliat  act :  and  those  that  ' 
do  hve,  as  all  your  Jdps.  do  know,  have  openly 
revoked  the  same,  acknowledging  their  error. 
And  where  some  here  do  say,  that  tlioy  will 
never  trust  those  wen  which  once  denied  the 
pope's  authority,    and  now  of  the  contrary 
stand   in   the  defence  of  the  same ;  in   ray 
judgment  tl»eir  sayings  be  not  greatly  to  be 
allowed.     For  it  may  happen,  as  oftentimes  it  ' 
doth  chance  indeed,  that  a  man  of  honesty,  j 
worship,  yea  of  honour,  may  comsr.it  trciison 
agaiast  his  prince,  and  yet  by  the  goovlness  of  1 
the  same  prince  be  pardoned  for  that  otfence ;  ' 
shall  wc  detenninately  say,  that  man  is  never  j 
after  to  be  trusted  in  the  prince's  atfairs  ?  Nay,  | 
God  forbid,  but  rather  thmk  of  the  contrary;  . 
that  he  which  once  hath  run  so  hastily  .lud 
rashly,  that  he  hath  overtRrown  liimstilf  mul 
fallen,  and  hrt>ken  his  brow  or  his  bliin,  will  ] 
after  that  take  heed  to  walk  more  warily.     As 
we  learn  at  the  apostles  of  our  saviour  Clirist, 
which  did  all  forsake  him  and  run  away,  w!;<'n  - 
he  was  apprehendeJ  and  brought  brVore  the 
Jews,  ana  specially  of  st.  Peter,  which  did 
thrice  deny   him.      And   yet  after,    as   well 
Peter  as    all   the  rest  of   the   apostles,   did 
return   again    to    their  master  Christ ;     and  i 
never  would    after,    for    neither  ptrsecution 
nor  death,   forsake  or  deny  him  any  mure. 
So  tlmt  it  may  a}>pear,  althou(.^h  men  have 
once  gone  astray,  if  they  return  to  the  truth 
again,  their  testimonies  in  the  truth  be  not 
to   be  discredited.    And  so  I  trust  that  you 
see  that  all  these  reasons  and  objections,  made 
against  the  authority  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
he  of   none  effect,  if  they   be  indifferently 
weighed  and  considered. — And  wherejis  there 
was  a  reason  made  here,  that  a  temporal 
Vol.  1. 
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God,  cannot  liimself  be  head  of  the  church 
of  Christ;  so  he  cannot  substitute  nor  ap- 
point another  to  exercise  any  such  juris- 
diction or  authority  in  spiritual  matters,  ia 
or  over  the  church  of  Christ  under  him: 
for  as  it  was  then  said,  no  man  can  give 
to  another  that  thing  which  he  hath  not^ 
himself:  whereunto  tins  answer  was  made," 
That  a  prince  may  give  to  another  that  au- 
thority which  he  hatli  not  himself,  uei titer 
may  exercise;  as  for  example,  they  alledge, 
that  a  kin*'  of  himself  is  not  a  judge,  and 
yet  he  hath  autliority  to  appoint  judges  to 
minister  justice.  And  likewise  tJiey  said,  tliat 
a  king  himself  is  no  captain,  and  yet  hath 
authority  to  appoint  captains  under  him,  for 
defence  of  his  realm  and  overthrow  of  his 
enemies ;  and  even  so,  say  they,  he  may  ap- 
point and  substitute  one  under  him  to  exercise 
spiritual  jurisdiction,  although  he  have  no 
such  authority  himself.  Which  reasons  appear 
unto  me  not  only  to  be  very  weak  and  feeble, 
but  also  to  be  plain,  false  and  against  Scrip- 
ture ;  which  dotu  declare,  that  the  oitice  of  ft 
king  doth  consist  especially  in  these  two  points, 
which  these  men  deny  to  be  in  him ;  tliat  is, 
playing  of  the  judge,  and  ministering  of  jus- 
tice to  his  subjects;  and  likev\ise  in  playing 
the  vahant  captain,  in  defend iiig  o(  the  same 
his  su'jccts  from  all  injury  an^I  wrong;  as  the 
8th  ch.  of  the  1st  book  ot   Kings  declareth, 

*  Our  king  shall  judge  us,  and  he  shall  go  forth 
before  us  and  he  shall  fight  our  battles  for  us.' 
And  hkewise  Nathan  said  unto  David's  own 
person,  *  Make  me  answer  according  to  jus- 
tice.* And  likewise  Solomon  himself  did  give 
sentence  and  judgment  between  the  two  com-' 

I  mon  women,    which   of   them   two  was   the 
i  mother  of  the  child  which  was  alive.     And  as 
'  for  to  prove  that  those  kings,  u  ith  otlier  in  the 
j  Old  Testament,  were  captains  themscKesMa 
I  the  defence  of  their  realms,  is  more  manifest 
I  than  I  shall  need  to  travef  in  proving  of  the 
same. — And  thus  to  draw  unto  an  end,  I  trust 
your  Idps.  do  ^ee,  that  for  unity  and  concord 
]  in  faith  and  religion,  to  be  preserved  and  con- 
tinued in  the  church,  our  saviour,  the  spouse' 
thereof,  hath  appointed  one  head  or  governor, 
-  to  wit,  Peter  and  his  successors,  whose  faith 
he  promised  should  never  decay,  as  we  see 
manifestly  it  Irath  not  indeed.    And  for  those 
mon  which  write  and  speak  against  this  autho- 
rity,    if    tiierewith   their  writings  and   their 
i  doinj^s  be  well  considered,  they  shall  appear 
,  to  l»e  such,  as  5mall  credit  or  none  is  to  be 
given  unto  in  matters  of  wei;;ht,  such  us  thi^ 
is.     For  who  so  readetli  the*3d  ch.  of  the  9d 
I  epistle  of  st.  Paul  to  Timothy,  may  see  them 
there  lively  described  with  their  doings.     And 
.  specially  one  sentence  therein  may  be  applied 
and   verified   of  them  most  justly,    that  is, 

*  Always  learning  and  never  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  truth.*  For  as  we  see  them 
vary  amongst  themselves,  one  from  another, 
80  no  one  of  thciu  dotli  agree  with  himself  ia 
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matters  of  religion  two  years  together.  And  j 
as  they  be  gone  from  the  sure  rock  and  stay 
of  Christ's  church,  so  do  they  reel  and  waver 
in  their  doctrine,  where  no  certainty  nor  stay 
can  be  found.  Whereof  st.  Paul  dotli  ad- 
monish us,  and  teach  us  in  the  person  of  his 
scholar  Timothy,  to  be  constant  in  doctrine 
and  reiigi^jn,  and  not  to  follow  such  men. 
For  after,  in  the  same  chapter,  he  snith 
thus,  *  But  as  for  tliee,  continue  in  tltose 
things  which  thou  hast  learned,  and  which 
be  credited  unto  thee,  knowini^  of  whom 
thou  hast  learned  them.'  In  which  words 
we  might  understand,  tfiat  st.  Paul  dotli  not 
move  any  man  to  continue  in  any  false  or 
untrue  doctrine.  Wherefore  he  movcth  every 
man  to.consider,  not  only  his  rchcion  and  doc- 
trine, but  atso,  or  rather,  the  schoolmaster  of 
whohi  he  learned  the  same.  For  of  the  know- 
ledge, constancy,  and  worthiness  of  the  school- 
master, or  teacher,  may  the  doctrine,  taught 
by  liim,  be  known  to  be  good  and  sound,  or 
otherwise.  Now  if  a  man  shotdd  ask  of  these 
mfen  in  this  realm,  which  dissent  from  tlie 
cathohc  church,  not  only  in  this  point  of  the 
supremacy,  but  also  in  divers  of  the  chief 
mysteries  of  our  faith;  of  whom  they  learned 
this  doctrine  which  they  hold  and  teach,  they 
must  needs  answer,  that  they  learned  it  of  the 
Germans*  Then  we  may  demand  of  them 
again,  of  whom  the  Germans  did  learn  it.> 
\V  hereunto  they  must  answer,  that  they  learned 
it  of  Luther.  Well,  then  of  whom  did  Luther 
learn  it  ?  Whereunto  he  shall  ansvier  himself, 
in  his  buok  that  he  wrote,  *  De  missa  angulari, 
seu  privata;'  where  he  saith,  *  That  such  thing 
as  he  teachetli  against  the  mass,  and  tlic  blessed 
fcacrament  of  the  altar,  he  learned  of  "Saton, 
the  devil.'  At  whose  hands,  it  is  like,  he  did 
also  receive  the  rest  of  his  doctrine.  Then 
here  be  two  points  dili|;ently  to  be  noted; 
1st,  That  this  doctrine  is  not  50  years  old, 
for  no  man  taught  it  before  Luther.  And  2dly, 
That  Luther  doth  acknowledge  and  confess 
the  devil  to  be  his  schoolmaster  in  divers 
points  of  his  doctrine.  Sf)  that  if  men  would 
diligently  mind  st.  Paul's  words,  where  he 
biddeth  us  *  Know  of  whom  we  have  learned' 
such  doctrine  as  we  hold,  they  would  refuse 
this  penerse  and  wicked  doctrine,  knowing 
frr)m  whom  it  came.  But  if  tliey  will  ask  us 
of  whom  we  learned  our  doctrine,  we  answer 
them,  that  we  learned  it  of  our  forefathers  in 
die  catholic  church,  which  hath  in  it.conti- 
ijuedly  the  holy  spirit  of  God  for  a  ruler  and 
governor.  And  again,  if  they  ask  of  wlioin 
our  fathers  learned  this  same,  we  say  of  their 
forefathers  within  the  same  church.  And  so 
we  manually  ascend  in  possession  of  our  doc- 
trine, from  age  to  age,  unto  the  apostle  Peter, 
vnto  whom,  as  st.  Cyprian  saith,  o'Ur  saviour 
C^hrist  did  betake  his  sheep  to  be  fed,  and 
upon  whom  he  founded  his  chm*ch. — So  that 
now  we  may  be  bold  to  stand  in  our  doctrine 
'^iid  religion  against  our  adversaries,  seeing 
^lat  theirs  is  not  yet  .50  years  old,  and 
ours  above  1500  years  old.*  They  have  fpr 


authority  and  commendation  of  their  religion, 
Luther  and  his  schoolmaster  before-mentioned; 
we  have  for  ours  st.  Pettei-  and  his  master 
Christ.  So  thai  now,  by  the  doctrine  of  Ire- 
naeus,  every  man  may  know  where  the  truth 
is,  and  whom  he  shouH  follow ;  which  saith 
thus,  *  To  those  priests,  which  be  in  the 
churcli,  we  ought  to  obey,  those  which  have 
their  succession  from  the  apostles,  \*^o  with 
bishop-like  succession,  have  received  a  sure 
gracious  gift,  according  to  the  good-will  of  the 
father.  But  for  the  other,  which  depart  from 
the  principal  succession,  and  be  gathered  in 
whatsoever  place,  we  ought  to  hold  them  sus- 
pected, cither  as  heretics  and  of  an  evil  opi- 
nion, or  as  making  divisions,  and  proud  men, 
and  pleasing  themselves;  or  again  as  hvpo- 
critcs,  doing  that  for  advantage  and  vain  glory, 
which  all  do  fall  from  the  truth.'  And  thus  I 
make  au  end,  most  humbly  tnankine  your 
good  Idps.  for  your  gentle  patience;  desiring 
the  same  likewise  to  weigh  and  consider  these 
things  which  I  have  spoken,  as  shall  be  thought 
good  to  your  wisdoms." 

Amongst  the  temporal  lords,  in  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill  of  Supremacy,  Anthony  Brown, 
vise.  Montecute,  (who  had  been  sent  to  Rome, 
in  the  last  reign,  by  the  last  pari. ;  along  with 
Thurlby,  bp.  of  Ely,  to  procure  that  England 
miglit  be  restored  to  the  unity  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  and  obedience  to  the  apostoUc  sec ;) 
out  of  a  sentiment  of  zeal  and  honour,  says 
Cambden,  spoke,  in  the  debate,  to  this  effect  : 
"  That  it  would  be  a  ^'ery  disgraceful  reflec- 
tion upon  England,  which  was  so  lately  and 
so  well  reconciled  to  the  apostolic  see,  to 
make  so  sudden  a  revolt  from  it.  And,  more- 
over, the  ha74ird  would  be  as  great  as  the 
scandal,  should  the  pope  thunder  out  his  ex- 
commuaication ;  ana  expose  the  nation,  by 
that  means,  to  the  resentment  of  its  neigh- 
bouring enemies,  upon  the  score  of  this  delec* 
tion.  That  he,  for  his  part,  and  by  authority 
of  pari,  and  in  the  name  of  the  whole  body 
of  England,  renc^ered  obedience  to  the  ^opc ; 
the  pertbnnance  of  whicli  he  could  by  no 
means  dispense  with.  He,  therefore,  con- 
jured them,  with  great  importunity,  not  to 
witlidi-aw  themselves  from  the  sec  of  Rome ; 
to  which  they  were  beholden  for  the  first 
christian  faith,  and  tlie  constant  defence  of  it 
ever  since." — ^\S'hat  success  all  these  speeches 
had  needs  no  explanation ;  the  bill  passed  into 
a  law ;  and  is  the  first  among  the  other  printed 
statutes  of  this  reign.  Tliis  act  renews  all  the 
'laws  of  Henry  VHI.  which  Mary  had  repealed, 
as  well  as  those  of  Edw.  VI.  in  favour  of  tlie. 
Reformation. 

A  Subsidt/.']  Feb.  11,  two  bills  were  sent 
up  by  the  commons;  the -one  for  a  Subsidy  of 
two  15ths  and  two  lOths,  granted  by  them,  the 
other  for  tonnage  and  poundage  given  also  for 
life.  The  first  was  passed  by  the  lords  on  the 
16th ;  and  the  latter  on  the  20th.  A  petition  was 
delivered  to  the  Lords,  by  the  knights  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  Welsh  shires,  and  the  county  pa- 
latine of  Chester,  praying  to  be  respited)  and 
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hav^  longer  time  allowed  thiem,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  subsidies  and  myses  chained  upon 
those  counties.  The  lords  thought  proper  to 
raovc  the  queen,  about  this  matter,  by  the  lord 
keeper,  to  know  her  majesty's  pleasure  here- 
in; which,  after  they  understood,  an  order 
was  made  that  the  said  counties  should  be  al- 
lowed a  year's  ti^nc,  after  the  assessment  of 
these  taxes  «\as  laid  by  the  commissioners,  to 
discharge  them  in;  lind  this  award  was  or- 
dered to  be  entered  in  their  Jourpal. 

Resolution  relating  to  Privilef^e  of  Peers.] 
In  the  said  Journals  is  also  an  entry  made,  re* 
lating  to  the  Privileges  of  the  peers*  "  Where- 
as one  John  Broxham  hath  brought  one  assize 
against  the  lord  WillouKhby  of  Parhum,  to  be 
tried  at  and  in  the  assizes  and  sessions,  now 
next  to  be  holden  at  Lincoln,  Upon  com- 
plaint and  petition  of  the  said  lord  Willou^h- 
by,  for  that  he  necessarily  attendeth  the  par- 
liament, so  as  he  cannot  with  his  learned 
council,  some  of  whom  likewise  be  burgesses 
of  this  pari.  l>e  at  the  said  sessions  and  assizes. 
It  is  therefore  ordered  and  decreed,  by  the 
lords  in  pari,  that  an  injunction  presently  be 
awarded  out  of  the  chancery,  to  the  said  Jolm 
Broxham,  his  counsellors  and  attomics,  com- 
manding them,  .  and  every  of  them,  upon 
the  pain  of  5001.  tliat  they  nor  none  of  them 
in  any  wise  proceed  in  and  to  that  trial  of  the 
said  assize,  at  this  assizes  now  next  to  be 
holden  at  Lincoln  aforcsdd.*'  * 

The  Commons  address  the  Queen  to  marrj/.'] 
Feb.  4th,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Commons 
to  address  her  maj.  on  the  subject  of  lier  mar* 
riage.  This  was  seconded  by  several ;  tliough 
the  substance  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  on 
this  occasion  are  omitted  in  the  Journal.  On 
the  6th  it  was  agreed  by  the  whole  house,  that 
30  of  their  meroners  should  go  with  the  Speak- 
er, antl  attend  upon  the  queen  that  afternoon 
with  their  address.  However,  it  was  ncft  pre- 
sented till  the  10th,  to  try  to  get  the  lords  to 
second  it;  but  tlioy,  says  Camden,  refused,  for 
fear  they  should  be  suspected  of  a  dcsijpi  to 
serve  their  own  ends  by  it,  Wherefiirc,  on 
the  day  aforesaid,  .sir  Tho,  Gargrave,  the 
Speaker,  and  the  committee,  waited  upon  the 

aueen,  when  he  delivered  himself  to  her  in 
lese  words: 

"  May  it  please  the  queenH  highness;  there 
is  nothing  that  we  more  earnestly  desire  of 
God  in  our  daily  prayers,  than  that  the  happi- 
ness we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  the  equjty 
and  justice  of  your  maj.'s  govt,  may  be  conti- 
dued  to  this  nation  down  to  tiie  latest  poste- 
rity. But  how  to  effect  this,  amidst  all  the 
variety  of  our  aims  and  endeavours,  wc  must 
profess  ourselves  at  a  loss,  unless  eitlier  your 
maj.  were  to  reign  for  ever  (a  btessing  which 
It  were  iu  vain  to  hope  for)  or  would  vouch^ 
safe  to  accept  some  match  capable  of  supply- 
ing heirs  to  your  royal  virtues  and  dominions, 
which  God  grant,  since  it  is  the  hearty  and 
united  wish  of  all  your  subjects.  It  ought  to 
be  the  main  concern  of  persons  of  all  ranks 
«Qd  degrees  whatever  (cf  griaces  especially) 


that  since  they  are  mortal  themselves,  they 
may  secure  the  kingdom  from  that  fate.  Now 
it  hi  in  your  maj.'s  power  to  confer  tliis  kind 
of  immortality  upon  your  kingdom  of  England, 
by  accepting  a  husband,  who  may  prove  a 
support  and  comfort  to  you,  in  ail  changes  of 
fortune;  besides  that  your  maj. 's  temper  and 
a^c,  person  and  fortune,  seem  to  plead  hard 
for  such  a  change  of  state.  For  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  but  the  single  zeal  and  assiduity  of 
suc%a  relation  will  dispatch  more  bubinosSy 
and  to  better  purpose,  than  the  joint  endea- 
vours of  a  great  many  who  are  less,  concerned. 
Nor  indeed  can  any  thing  have  a  worse  influ* 
ence  upon  the  public,  than  that  a  princess, 
whose  marriage  must  needs  produce  the  twin 
blessings  of  peace  and  safety  to  a  kingdom, 
should,  like  a  nun  profest,  condemn  herself  to 
a  single  state.  Since  your  maj.  has  received 
the  kingdom  by  way  of  inheritance  fnim  y^iir 
royal  ancestors,  you  ought  to  continue  it  down 
to  such  as  may  prove  the  glory  and  the  security 
thereof*.  Besides,  the  kings  of  England  have 
ever  shewn  a  more  than  ordinary  concern  that 
the  royal  fiunily  might  not  be  extinct  fur  want 
of  issue :  hence  was  it,  that  your  royal  grand-* 
father,  Henry  VII.  did  (within  our  freshest 
memory)  provide  suitable  matches  for  his  sons 
Arthur  and  Uenry,  though  they  were  bodi  very 
young.  An^  for  the  same  reason,  your  royal 
father  courted  Mary  queen  of  Scots,  for  his 
son  prince  Edward,  who  was  then  but  8  year* 
old.  And  it  is  not  very  long  sioce  vour  sister, 
queen  Mary,  though  pretty  well  advanced  in 
years;  was  married  to  Philip  of  S|)ahi.  Now, 
if  the  lot  of  barrenness,  whether  it  fell  to  the 
share  of  prmces  or  peasants,  was  always  l(x>k- 
ed  on  as  the  most  grievous  misfortune,  what  a 
weighty  guilt  must  that  princess  contract,  who 
shall  muicc  this  punishment  her  option;  from 
whence  innumerable  evils  roust  arise  to  the 
commonwealth,  and  sudi  misfortunes  as  are 
not  even  to  be  thought  of  without  dread  and 
horror,  lliat  matters  may  never  come  to  this 
*sad  pass,  not  only  the  small  number  of  us  tlmt 
arc  here  present,  but  all  England  in  general, 
and  every  one  of  yoOr  subjects  in  particular, 
cast  themselves  at  your  maj. V  feet,  and  with 
the  deepest  concern  tender  this  humble,  but 
pressing  and  earnest  nridress." 

The  following  is  the  queen's  answer  to  this 
speech,  as  it  45  preserve  in  D'Ewe's  Journal. 

*'  Gentlemen ;  as  I  have  good  cause,  so  do 
I  give  you  aU  my  hearty  thanks,  for  the  good 
zeal  and  bving  care  you  seem  to  have,  as  well 
towards  me,  as  to  the  whole  estate  of  your 
country.  Your  petition,  I  perceive,  consistctii 
of  three  parts,  and  my  answer  to  the-  same 
shall  depend  ot*  two.  And  to  the  1st  part,  I 
may  say  unto  you,  that  from  my  years  of  un- 
derstnncbng,  since  I  first  had  consideration  of 
myself  to  be  bom  a  servant  of  Almighty  God, 
I  happily  chose  this  kind  of  life,  in  the  which  . 
I  yet  live ;  which  I  assure  you,  for  mine  own 

Fart,  hatb  hitherto  best  contented  myself,  and 
trust  hath  been  most  acceptable  unto  God ; 
from  tl^  which^  if  either  ambition  of  (ligh 
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estate  offered  to  roe  in  marriage,  by  the  plea- 
sure aiid  appoinfment  of  my  prince  (whereof 
I  have  i>ome  record  in  this  presence,  ab  you 
our  treasurer  well  know),  or  il*  eschewing  the 
danger  of  mine  enemies,  or  the  avoiding  the 
peril  ot' (kath,  whose  messenj^cr,  or  rather  a 
contuural  watchman,  the  prince's  indi>:nation, 
vas  no  httic  lime  daily  before  mine  eyes,  by 
whose  means^  although  I  know,  or  justly  may 
suspect,  yet  I  will  not  now  utter;  or.  if  the 
whole  cause  were  in  my  sister  herself,  I  will 
not  now  burden  her  therewith,  because  I  will 
not  charge  the  dead ;  if  any  of  these,  I  ibay, 
could  have  drawn  or  dissuaded  me  from  this 
kind  of  life,  I  had  not  now  remained  in  this 
fstatc  wherein  you  see  me;  but  so  constant 
have  I  always  continued  in  thisdctennination, 
fdthough  my  youth  and  words  may  seem  to 
some  li.irdly  to  agree  together;  yet  is  it  most 
true,  tlmt  at  this  day  I  stand  free  from  miy 
other  meaning,  tliat  cither  I  have  had  in  times 
past,  or  have  at  this  present;  with  which 
trade  of  litb  I  am  so  thtiroughly  acquainted, 
that  I  truat  God,  who  hatli  hitherto  herein 
preserved  and  led  me  by  the  hand,  will  not  of 
his  goodness  sufter  me  to  go  alone. — For  the 
other  part,  the  manner  oi  your  petition  I  do 
well  like',  and  take  it  in  good  part,  because  it 
is  simple,  and  containeth  no  hmitation  of 
place  or  person :  if  it  had  been  otherwise,  I 
must  needs  have  misliked  it  very  much,  and 
Uiought  it  in  you  a  very  great  presumption, 
being  unfitting,  and  altogether  unmeet  for  you 
•  to  require  them  that  may  ^mmand  you ;  or 
those  to  appoint,  whose  parts  are  to  desire ;  or 
such  to  hind  and  limit,  whose  duties  arc  to 
obey;  or  to  take  upon  .you  to  draw  my  love  to 
your  liking,  or  frame  my  will  accoidiiip  to 
your  fantasy;  for  a  guerdon  constrainc*d,  and 
gill  freely  given,  can  never  agree  tojjether. 
Jjeverthek  ss,  if  any  of  you  Ik?  iu  suspect, 
whensoever  it  may  please* (^lod  to  incline  mv 
heart  to  another  kind  of  life,  you  may  well 
assure  yourstlves,  my  meaning  is  not  to  detcr- 
miae.any  thing  whei'cwith  the  realm  may  or 
shall  have  just  cause  to  be  discontent.  And 
therefore  pnt  tliat  clean  out  of  your  heads. 
For  I  assure  you,  (what  credit  my  assurance 
may  have  with  you  I  cannot  tell,  biit  what 
credit  it  shall  deserve  to  have  the  sequel  shall 
declare)  I  will  never  in  that^iatter  conclude 
any  thing  that  shall  bo  prejudicial  to  tlie 
realm.  For  the  weal,  good,  and  safety  where- 
of [  will  never  shun  to  spend  my  life ;  and 
whomsoever  it  shall  be  my  cliance  to  light  up- 
on, I  trust  he  shall  be  such  as  shall  be  as  dire- 
ful for  the  realm  as  you;  J  will  not  say  as  my- 
self, because  I  cannot  so  ccitainly  determine 
of  any  otlier;  but  by  my  desire  he  shall  be  such 
fm  shall  be  as  careful  for  the  preservation  of 
the  realm  an<l  you  as  myself.  And  albeit  it 
Uijzht  please  Almighty  God  to  continue  me 
stilt  in  this  mind,  to  Uve  out  of  the  state  of 
marriage,  yet  is  it  not  to  be  feared,  but  he  will 
so  work  in  my  Jieart,  and  in  your  wisdom,  as 
good  provision,  by  his  help,  may  be  made^ 
whersby  the  realm  shall  not  remain  destitute 


of  any  heir  that  may  be  a  fit  governor,  and 
perad venture  more  beneficial  to  the  realm, 
than  such  oflfspring  as  may  come  of  me :  for 
though  I  be  never  so  careful  of  your  well- 
doing, and  mind  ever  so  to  be,  yet  may  my  is- 
sue jrrow  out  of  kind,  and  becoi^e  perliaps  un- 
gracums.  And  in  the  end,  tins  shaU  be  for 
me  suihcient,  that  a  marble  stone  shall  de- 
clare, that  a  queen  having  reigned  such  a  time 
lived  and  died  a  virgin.  And  here  I  end,  and 
take  your  coming  to  me  in  good  part,  and 
Jiive  unto  ull  my  hearty  thanks;  naore  yet  for 
your  zeal  and  good  meaning  than  for  your  pe- 
tition." 

Act  respecfinff  the  Lifurgj^J]  In  *this  pari. 
an  act  was  pn>*icd "  for  the  uuifjnnity  of  the 
Common  Prayer  and  Sen  ice  in  the  church, 
and  the  adtninistration  of  Siicraments,  By 
this  act,  the  I.iturg}'  and  the  Sacraments, 
csinblisho<l  in  I'd  ward  V  1/s  tunc,  were  to  be 
u%ed  and  administered  in  all  churchc-s,  with 
very  litdc  variation,  under  a  certain  penalty 
to  such  as  should  presume  to^  ct«i*upt  them, 
or  resort  to  any  other.  Against  tlji>  bill  we 
have  two  speeches,  in  **  Strype's  Aniials," 
made  by  two  zealous  Catholic  divines,  viz. 
dr.  Feckenham,  abbot  of  Westminster,  the 
last  of  his  order  that  ever  spoke  in  tliat  house; 
and  tlie  same  dr.  Scott,  bp.  of  Chester,  whose 
speech  we  have  just  given."  The  following  arc 
copies  of  the  said  speeches. 

Abbot  Feckenham  rose  and  said :  "  Hon^ 
and  my  very  good  lords,  bavins;  at  this  present 
two  sundry  kihds  oi'  religion  here  propounded 
and  set  forth  before  your  h»)nours,  being  al- 
ready in  possession  of  the  one  of  them,  and 
your  fathers  before  you,  for  the  space  of  1400 
years  past  here  in  this  realme,  lyke  as  I  shall 
hereafter  prove  unto  you ;  the  other  rehgion 
here  set  in  a  IxMik  to  he  received  and  estab- 
lished by  the  authority  of  tliis  high  court  of 
pari,  and  to  take  its  etFcct  here  in  this  realm 
at  Midsummer  next  coming.  And  you  being, 
as  I  know,  right  well  desirous  to  have  some 
proof  or  sure  knowledge,  which  of  both  tliese 
religions  is  the  Letter,  and  most  worthy  to  be 
established  here  in  this  realm,  and  to  be  pr«- 
fened  before  the  other;  I  will,  for  my  part, 
and  for  tlic  discharge  of  my  duty,  1st,  unto 
God ;  2nd,  unto  our  sovereign  hidy  the  queen's 
highness;  3rd,  unto  your  honoui-s  and  to  the 
whole  commons  of  this  reahn ;  here  set  forth 
and  express  unto  you,  3  brief  rules  anc(  les- 
sons, whereby  your  honours  shall  be  able  to 
put  difference  betwixt  the  true  religion  of  God 
and  the  counterfeit,  and  therein  never  be  de- 
ceived. The  1st  of  these  3  rules  or  lessons  is, 
tliat  ill  your  search  and  trial-making,  your  ho- 
nours must  observe,  which  of  them  both  hath 
been  of  most  antiquity,  and  most  observed  in 
the  church  of  Christ,  of  all  men,  at  all  times 
and  seasons,  and  in  all  places.  The  9nd, 
which  of  them  both  is  of  itself  more  stedfast, 
and  always  forth  one  and  agreeable  with  it- 
self. The  3rd  and  last  rule  to  be  considered 
of  your  wisdoms  is,  which  of  these  religion* 
doth  breed  the  naore  bumble  and  obcdieut 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


665] 


PAEL  HISTORY,  1  Eliza-beth.  155S.-^Aet  resptcttng  the  LUurgy. 


subjects,  first  unto  God,  and  next  unto  our 
soi'ereign  lady  the  queen's  highness,  and  all 
superior  powers. — CoiK-erning  the  first  rule 
«nd  lesson,  it  cannot  be  truly  aHinnerl,  or  yet 
thought  of  any  man,  that  this  new  rellsion, 
here  now  to  lys  set  forth  in  this  book,  hitth 
been  obser^-ea  in  Christ's  churcli  of  hU  Chris- 
tian men,  at  all  times,  and  ih  all  pinees; 
when  the  same  hath  hcen  observed  only  here 
in  this  realm,  and  that  for  a  shore  time, 
not  much  passing  the  space  of  two  years,  and 
that  in  king  Edward  VL  his  day?^ ;  w  hereas 
the  religion,  and  the  very  same  manner  of 
serving  and  honouring  of  Go<l,  of  the  which 
you  are  at  this  i^resent  in  possession,  did  l)c- 
gin  here  m  this  reahn  1400  years  piist  in  king 
Lucius*s  days,  tlw  first  Christian  king  of  this 
realm;  by  whose  humhie  letters  sent  to  the 

Eope  EleuHicrius^  he  sent  to  this  reulm  two 
oly  monks,  the  one  called  Damianus,  the 
otlier  I'aganus;  and  they,  as  embassadors  sent 
from  the  see  apostolic  of  Rome,  did  bring  into 
tliis  realm,  so  many  years  past,  the  very  same 
religioii  wliereof  we  are  r.ow  in  possession ; 
and  in  the  Latin  tongue,  as  the  ancient  histo- 


riographer Gildas  witnesseth,  in  the  prologue .  ^les  bread  to  eat,  and  with  the  otlier  hand 
and  beginning  of  his  book  of  the  Britain  his-  uoint  unto  his  visible  body  that  was  there  |>rc- 
tory.  And  il»e  same  religion,  so  long  ago  begun,    sent,  and  say,  *'  this  is  my  body,  which  ^ha(l 


hath  bad  this  long  continuance  crver  since  in 
this  reahn ;  and  only  of  the  inhabitants  there- 
of, but  also  generally  of  all  Christian  men,  and 
in  all  places  of  Christendom,  tmtil  the  late 
days  of  Edw.  VI.  as  is  aforesaid.  Whereby  it 
appeareth  unto  all  men  tliat  list  to  know,  how 
that  by  this  rule  and  lesson,  the  ancient  reli- 
gion and  manner  of  serving  of  God  (whereof 
we  are  already  in  possession)  is  the  very  true 
and  perfect  religion,  and  of  God.— Touching 
the  9nd  rule  and  lesson  of  trial-making  and 
probation,  whether  of  both  these  religions  is 
tlic  better  and  »ost  worthy  of  observatiorfl 
here  in  this  pealm,  is  this,  that  your  honours 
must  observe  which  of  both  these  is  the  most 
stayed  religion,  and  always  fbith  one,  and 
agreeable  with  itself.  And  that  the  new  reli- 
gion here  now  to  be  set  forth  in  this  book  is  no 
stayed  religion,  nor  always  forth  one,  nor 
agreeable  with  itself,  who  seetli  it  not ;  when 
in  the  late  practice  thereof  in  Edw.  VI.'s  days, 
how  changeable  and  how  variable  was  it  in 
and  to  itself?  Every  other  year  havinff  a  new 
book  devised  thereof;  anci  every  book  being 
set  forth,  as  they  professed,  acconling  to  the 
sincere  word  of  Grod,  ne;;er  any  one  of  thero 
agreeing  in  all  points  with  the  other:  the  first 
book  affirming  the  7  sacraments,  and  the  real 
presence  of  Christ^  body  in  the  holy  cuchar 
nst;  the  other  denying  the  same:  tlie  one 
hook  admitting  the  real  presence  of  Christ's 
body  in  the  said  sacrament  to  be  received  in 
one  kind,  with  kneeling  down,  and  great  reve- 
rence done  unto  it,  and  that  in  unleavened 
bread;  and  the  other  book  would  have  the 
communion  received  in  both  the  kinds,  and  in 
loaf  bread,  without  any  reverence,  but  only 
unto  the  body  of  Christ  in  heaven.  But  the 
tbiog  most  worthy  to  be  observed  of  your  ho- 


nours is,  how  that  every  liook  made  a  shew  to^ 
ite  set  forth  according  to  the  fciiicere  word  of 
God,  and  not  one  of  them  di  J  i^ree  with  ano- 
ther. And  what  mni-vel,  I  pray  you,  when 
the  authors  and  devisors  of  the  same  books 
could  not  <tgree  antongst  themselves,  nor  vot 
any  one  of  tliem  might  be  f<KUid  that  did  kiitg 
ai^ree  with  himself?  And  fur  the  proof  there-  ■ 
uff  I  shall  first  begin  with  the  Gennati  wriurs 
ilie  chief  schoolmasters  and  instructors  of  oi\r 
countrymen  in  all  these  novelties. — And  I  d«* 
read  in  an  epistle,  which  Philip  Melancthou 
did  write  unto  one  Frederico  Micouino,  how 
tliat  one  Carolostadius  was  the  first  inover  ami 
beginner  of  tlie  late  sedition  in  Gemiany, 
touching  the  sacrament  of  tlie  altar,  and  tins 
denyiii*4  of  Christ's  rc;d  presence  ni  the  snine- 
And  when  he  should  come  to  interpret  th«>iH5 
words  of  our  savioiir  Chiist;  *  accepit  paueio, 
benedixit,  fregit,  deditquc  discipuli*  suii*,  di- 
cens,  acccpite,  et  comcdite,  boc  est  col-pus 
meum,  quod  pni  vobis  tradetur;  digito,  inqtiit 
ille,  monstnivit  visibile  corpus  suum.^  By 
which  interpretation  of  Carolobtadius,  Christ 
should  with  the  one  hand  give  unto  his  disci- 


be  betrayed  for  you."  Martin  Luther,  much 
ofiended  with  this  foolish  exposition  madt*  by 
Carolostadius,  of  the  words  of  Christ,  '  Uoc 
est  corpus  meum,'  he  giveth  another  sense, 
and  saith  that  German,  *  sensus  verbonini 
Christi,'  was  tliis,  *  per  hunc  panem,  vel  cum 
isto  pane.  En !  Do  vobis  corpus  meum.'  But 
Zuinglius  finding  much  fault  with  the  interpre- 
tation of  Martin  Luther,  writeth,  that  Luther 
therein  was  much  decei\t»d^  and  how  that  in 
these  words  of  Christ,  *  hoc  est  corpus  meinn,' 
the  verb  substantive  *  est '  must  be  taken  for 
*  significat,'  and  this  word  *  corpus  (qnod  pro- 
vobis  tradedur)'  must  be  taken  <  pro  fi^ira 
corporis.'  So  that  the  true  s^nse  of  these 
words  of  Christ,  *  hoc  est  corpus  meum,'  by , 
Zuinglius's  supposal,  is  *  hoc  significat  corpus 
meum,  vel  est  figura  corporis  mei.'  Peter 
Martyr  being  of  late  here  in  this  realm,  in  his 
book  by  him  set  forth,  of  the  disputation 
^which  M  had  in  Oxford,  with  the  learned  stu- 
dents there  of  this  matter,  giveth  another 
sense  of  these  words  of  Christ,  contrary  unto 
all  the  rest,  and  tliere  saith  thus,  *  quod 
Christus  accipiens  panem  benedixit,  fregit,. 
deditque  discipulis  suis,  diccns,  hoc  est  cor- 
pus meum;  quasi  diceret  corpus  meum,  per 
fidem  perceptum,  erit  vobis  pro  pane,  vel  instar 
panis.'  Whose  sense  in  the  English  is  this,. 
"  thatChriist's  body,  received  by  faith,  should  be 
unto  you  as  bread,  or  instead  of  ihfyhreRd" — 
But  here  to  cease  any  further  to  speak  of  these 
German  writers,  I  shall  draw  nearer  home,  as 
unto  dr.  Cranraer,  late  abp.  of  Canterbury,  in 
this  realm ;  how  contrary  was  he  unto  himself 
in  this  matter  ?  When  in  one  year  he  did  set 
forth  a  catechism  in  the  EngUsh  tongue,  and 
did  dedicate  the  same  unto  Edw.  VI.  where  in 
he  did  moot  cootitaatly  a&rui  mad  ^(msd  the 
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real  presence  of  Christ's  body  in  the  holy 
eucharist;  and  very  sliortly  after  he  did  set 
forth  another  book,  wiiereiu  he  did  most 
shainefully  deny  tlie  »ame,  falsifying  both 
the  scriptures  and  doctors,  to  the  no  small 
admiration  of  all  tlie  learned  readers.  l)r, 
Ridley,  the  notabiest  learned  of  that  reli- 
gion in  this  realm,  did  set  forth  at  Paul's 
aoss,  the  real  presence  of  Christ's  body  in 
the  sacrament,  with  tliese  worils,  wliich  I 
heard,  bein^  there  presenc:  'How  that  the 
devil  did  believe  the  son  of  God  was  able  to 
make  of  stones  bread  ;  and  we  English  people, 
which  do  confess  that  .fesus  Christ  was  the 
very  son  of  Gcxl,  yet  will  not  believe  that  he 
did  make  of  bread  his  very  body,  tlesh  and 
blood.  Therefore  we  are'  woise  than  the 
devil;  seeing  that  our  savionr  Cfniht,  by  ex- 
press words,  most  plainly  affirmcl  the  saiMC, 
when  at  the  last  supper  he  toolv  breatl,  and 
said  unto  his  disciples,  *  Take  ye,  eat,  this  is 
my  body,  wliich  shall  be  given  for  you.'  And 
shortly  after  the  said  dr.  Ridley,  notwithstand- 
ing thb  most  plain  and  open  speech  at  Paul's 
cross,  did  deny  the  same.  And  in  the  last 
book  that  dr.  Cramner  and  his  accomplices 
did  set  forth  of  the  communion,  in  VaUs.  VI. 
days,  tliesc  plain  words  of  Christ,  *  Hoc  est 
corpus  memn,'  did  so  encumber  tljeni  and 
trouble  their  wits,  that  they  did  leave  out  in 
tiie  same  last  book,  tliis 'verb  substantive  *  est;' 
Upd  made  the  sense  of  Christ's  words  to  be 
there  Englished,  *  Take,  eat  this  my  body,' 
andJeft  out  there,  this  *  is'  my  body;  which 
thing  being  espied  by  othci-s,  and  great  fault 
found  witiiall,  then  they  were  fain  to  patch  up 
the  matter,  with  a  little  piece  of  paper  clapped 
over  the  foresaid  words,  wherein  was  written 
this  verb  substantive  *  est.'  The  dealing  here- 
with being  so  uncertain,  both  of  the  German 
writers  and  English;  and  one  oi'  tbeni  ^ 
much  against  another,  your  honours  may  be 
well  assured,  that  this  religion  which  by  them 
is  set  forth,  can  be  no  constant,  no  stayed 
religion.  And  therefore  of  your  Iiouours  not 
to  be  received,  but  great  wisdom  it  were  fv)r 
your  honours  to  refuse  the  same;  until  you 
shall  perceive  better  agreement  amongst  the 
authors  and  setters  forth  of  the  same — ^Touch- 
ing the  Sd  and  last  rule  of  trial-making,  and 
putting  of  difference  between  these  religions. 
It  is  to  be  considered  of  your  honours  which 
of  them  both  doth  breed  more  obedient,  hum- 
ble and  better  subjects ;  1st  and  chiefly  unto 
our  Saviour  and  Redeemer;  2nd,  unto  our  so- 
vereign lady  the  queen's  highness,  and  to  all 
other  supenors.  And  for  some  tiial  and  pro- 
bation tnereof,  I  shall  desire  your  honours  to 
consider  the  sudden  mutation  of  the  subjects 
of  this  realm,  since  the  death  of  the  good 
queen  Mary;  only  caused  in  them  by  the 
preachers  of  this  new  religion:  wheir  in  queen 
Mary's  days,  your  honours  do  know  right  well 
bow  the  people  of  this  realm  did  live  in  an 
order;  and  would  not  run  before  laws,  nor 
openly  di^bey  the'  queen's  proceedingy  and 
proclamations.     There    wae  no  tpoJlisg   of 


churches,  ()ulling  down  of  altars,  and  mosfc. 
blasphemous  treadings  of  sacraments  under 
their  feet,  and  hanging  up  the  knave  of  clubs 
in  the  place  thereof  There  was  no  scotcning 
nor  cutting  of  the  faces  ^nd  legs  of  the  crucifix 
and  image  of  Christ ;  there  was  no  open  fleah- 
cating,  nor  shambles  keeping  in  the  Lent  aiid 
days  prohibited.  The  subjects  of  this  realm, 
and  especially  the  nobihty  and  such  as  were 
of  the  honourable  council,  did  in  queen  Mary's 
days  know  the  way  unto  chinches  and  chapels, 
there  to  begin  their  days  work,  with  caliing 
for  help  and  gr*e  by  humble  pi-ayei-s  and 
serving  of  God.  And  now  since  the  coming 
and  reign  of  our  most  sovereign  and  dear  lady 
queen  Elizabeth,  by  the  only  preachers  and 
scaffold-players  of  this  new  religion,  all  things 
are  turned  upside  down;  and  notwiihstaiiding 
the  queen's  proclamations  most  godly  made  to 
the  contrary,  aiid  her  virtuous  example  of 
livine,  sufficient  to  move  the  hearts  of  all 
obedient  subjects  to  the  due  service  and  ho- 
nour of  God.  But  obedience  is  gone,  humi-  , 
lity  and  n>eeknehs  clear  abolished,  virtuous 
chastity  and  strait  living  denied,  as  though 
they  had  never  been  heard  of  in  this  realm, 
all  degrees  and  kinds  being  desirous  of  fleshly 
and  carnal  liberty;  whereby  tlie  young  spring- 
als  and  children  are  degenerate  from  their  na- 
tural fathers,  the  servants  contcmptors  of  their 
masters  commandments,^  tlie  subjects  disobe- 
dient unto  God  iuid  all  superior  powers. — And 
therefore,  honourable  and  my  very  good  lords, 
of  my  part  to  minister  some  occasion  unto 
your  honours  to  expel,  avoid  and  put  out  of 
this  realm  this  new  religion,  whose  fruits  are 
already  so  manifestly  known  to  be,  as  I  ha\-e 
repeated;  and  to  persuade  your  honours  to 
avoid  it,  as  nnich  as  in  me  lyeth,  and  to  per* 
severe  and  continue  ttcdfastly  in  the  same 
religion,  whereof  you  arc  in  possession,  and 
have  already  made;  profession  of  the  same 
unto  God;  I  shall  rehearse  unto  your  honours 
4  things,  whereby  the  holy  doctor  st.  Angus- 
tin  was  continued  in  the  catholic  church  and 
religion  of  Christ,  which  he  liad  received,  and 
would  by  no  means  change,  nor  alter  from  the 
same.  The  1st  of  these  4  things  was,  *  Ipsa 
authoritas  ecclesix  christi  miraculis  inchoata, 
spe  nutrita,  charitate  aucta,  vetustate  hnnata.' 
The  2d  thing  was,  *  Popidi  christiiini  consensus 
et  unitas.  The  3d  was,  '  Perpetua  sacerdotura 
successio  in  sede  petri.'  The  4th  was,  *  Ipsum 
cathohci  nomen,'  If  these  4  tilings  did  cause 
so  notable  and  learned  a  clerk  as  st.  Augustin 
was,  to  continue  in  his  professed  religion  of 
Christ  without  all  change  and  alteration,  how 
much  then  ought  they  to  work  tlie  like  effect 
in  your  hearts,  and  not  to  forsake  your  pro- 
fessed religion  ?  1st,  because  it  hath  die  au<* 
thority  of  Christ.  2d,  because  it  hath  the 
consent  and  agreement  of  christian  people. 
3d,  because  it  hath  the  confirmation  of  all 
Peter's  successors  in  the  see  apostolic.  4th,  it 
hath,  *•  Ipsum  catholicic  nomen,'  and  in  all 
ti^nes  and  seasons  called,  '  The  cathoUc  reli^ 
gion  of  ChrisL'    Thus  bold  have  X  b€«Q  to 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


M^] 


PARL.  HISTORY,  1  Elizabeth.  155^'-^-Act  rejecting  the  Liturgy:  [670 


trouble  your  honours  with  so  tedloos  and  long 
an  oration ;  for  the  discharging,  as  I  said  be- 
fore/ of  my  duty,  1st,  unto  God,  2d,  unto 
our  sovereign  lady  the  queen's  big^hness,  3d, 
unto  your  honours,  and  all  other  subjects  of 
this  realm ;  most  humbly  beseeching  your  ho- 
nours to  take  it  in  good  part,  and  to  be  spoken 
of  me  for  the  only  causes  abovesaid,  and  for 
none  other." 

The  Bp.  of  Chester  (dr.  Scot)  spoke  as  follows : 
— **  This  bill  doth  appear  unto  me  such  one, 
as  that  it  is  much   to  be  lamented,  that  it 
should  be  sufiered  either  to  be  read,  yea  or 
-any  ear  to  be  giveii  unto  it  of  christian  men, 
or  so  hon^  an  assembly  as  this  is :  for  it  doth 
not  only  call  in  question  those  things  which  we 
oas;ht  to  reverence  without  any  doubt  moving; 
but  maketh  further  earnest  request  for  alter- 
ance,    yea,   for  the  clear  abolishing  of  the 
same.   '  And   that  this  may  more  evidently 
appear,  I  shall  desire  your  Idps.  to  consirler, 
that  our  religion,  as  it  was  here  of  late  dis- 
creetly, godly,  and  learnedly  declared,  doth 
consist  partly  in   inward  things,  as  in  Faith, 
Hope  and   Charity;  and  partly  in   outward 
things,  as  in  common  prayers,  and  the  holy 
sacnimcnts  miiformly  ministered.      Now    as 
conceniing    these   outward    things,    this  bill 
ck>th  cleariy  extinguish  them,  setting  in  their 
places  I  cannot  tell  what.     And  thd  inward  it 
doth  also  so  shake,  that  it  leaveth  them  very 
bare  and  feeble.     For  1st,  by  this  hill  chris- 
tian charity  is  taken  away,  in  that  the- unity 
of  Christ's  church   is  broken:  for  it  is  said, 
*  nunquam  relinquunt  unitatem,  qui  non  prius 
tfmittunt  cbaritatem.'      And   st.   Paul  saith, 
*^rhat  charity  is  vinculum  perfectionis,'  the 
bond  Of  chain  of  perfection,  wherewith  we  be- 
knit  and  joined  together  in  one.     Which  bond 
being  loosed,  we  must  needs  fell  one  from 
anotJier,  in  divers  parties  and  sects,  as  we  see 
we  do  at  tliis  present.     And  as  touching  our 
Faith,  it  is  evident  that  divers  of  the  articles 
and  mj-sterics  thereof  be  also  not  only  called 
into  doubt,  but  partly  openly  and  partly  ob- 
scurely, and  yet  in  very  deed,  as  the  other, 
Hatly  denied.    Now  tliese  two,  1  mean  faith 
ftnd  charity,  being  in  this  case,  hope  is  cither 
left  alone,    or  else  presumption   set  in  .  her 
place;  whereupon  for  the  most  part  despe- 
ration doth  follow;  from  the  which   I  pray 
God  preserve  all  men. — Wherefore  these  mat- 
ters mentioned  in  this  bill,  wherein  our  whole 
religion  consisteth,  we  ought,  I  say,  to  reve- 
rence, and  not  to  call  into  question.     For 'as  a 
learned  man  writeth,  *  To  seek  after  the  things 
trhich  be  manifestly  opened,  to  call   back  or 
retract  things  made  perfect,  and  to  pull  up 
again  matters  defined,  what  other  thing  is  it, 
tlian  not  to  give  thanks  for  benefits  received  ?' 
Likewise,  saith  holy  Athanasius,  *  It  is  a  su- 
perfluous thing,  to  call  into  judgment  again 
matters  which  have  been  tried,  decreed  and 
manifestly  declared,  by  so  rnany  and  such 
bishops.     For  no  man  will  deny,  but  if  they 
be  not^'  cxammed  a^in,  and  of*^  new  judged, 
ftfid  mfier  that  examined  again  and  agaiU;  this 


curiosity  will  never  come  to  any  end.'    And  as 
it  is  said  in  ecclesiastica  hiitoriuy  <  If  it  shall 
be  la'wful  every  day  to  call  our  faith  in  ques- 
tion, we  shall  never  be  certain  of  our  faith.* 
Now  if  Athanasius  did  think,  tliat  no  man 
ought  to  doubt  of  matters  determined  in  the 
coimcil  of  Nice,  where  there  was  present  318 
bps. ;  how  much  less  ought  we  to  doubt  of 
matters    determined,    and    practised    in   the 
holy  catholic  church  of  Christ,    by  300,000 
bps.  and  how  many  more  we  cannot  tell.— 
And  as  for  the  certainty  of  our  faith,  whereof 
the  story  of  the  church  dotJi  speak,  it  is  a 
thing  of*^  all  others  most  necessary ;  and  if  it 
shall  hang  upon  an  act  of  pari,  we  have  but  a 
weak  staff  to  lean  unto.     And  yet  I  shall  de- 
sire your  Idps.  not  to  take  me  here  as  to  speak 
in  derogation  of  the  pari,   which  I  acknow- 
ledge to  l>e  of  great  sti-ength  in  matters  where- 
unto  it  extendeth.     But  for  matters  in  reli- 
gion, I  do  not  think  that  it  ought  to  be  med" 
died  withal,  partly  for  the  certainty  which 
ought  to  be  in  our  faith  and  religion,  and  tlie 
uncertainty  of  the  statutes  and  acts  of  pari, 
For  we  see,  that  oHentimes  that  wjiich  is  esta- 
blished by  pari,  one  year,'  is  abrogated  the 
next,  and  the  contrary  allowed.    And  we  see 
also  that  one   king  disalloweth  the  statutes 
made  under  the  other.    But  our  faith  and 
religion  ought  to  be  most  certsiin,  and  one  in 
all  times,  and  in  no  condition  wavering  : .  for 
as  St.  James  saith,  'He  that  doubteth,  or  stag- 
gereth  in  his  faith,  is  Hke  the  waves  of  the  sea, 
and  shall  obtain  nothing  at  the  hands  of  God/ 
And  partly  for  that  the  pari,  consisteth  for  tiie 
most  part  of  noblemen  of  this  i-ealm,  and  certain 
of  the  commons,  being  lay  aud  temponil  men ; 
which,  although  they  be  both  of  good  wisdom 
and  learning,  yet  not  so  studied  nor  exercised 
in  the  scriptures,   and  'the  holy  doctors  and 
practices  of  the  church,  as  to  be  competent 
judges  in  such  matters.  Neither  doth  it  apper- 
tain to  their  vocation ;  yea,  and  that  by  your 
Idp.'s  own  judgment;  as  may  well  be  gathered 
of^  one  fact,  which  I  remember  was  done  thiV 
pari,  time,  which  was  this.     There  was  a  no- 
bleman's son  arrested   and  committed   unto 
ward ;  which  matter,   being  opened  here  unto 
your  idps.  was  thought  to  be  an  injury  to  this 
house;  whereupon  as  well  the  young  gent,  as 
the  officer  that  did  arrest  him,  and  the  party 
by  whose  means  he  was  arrested,  were  all  scat 
for,   and  commanded  to  appear   nere  before 
your  Idps. ;  which  was  dond  accordingly.    Yet 
before  the  parties  were  suffered  to  come  into 
the  fiouse,  It  was  thought  expedient  to  have 
the  whole  matter  considered,  lest  this  house 
should  intermeddle  with  matters  not  pertain-* 
ing  unto  it.    In  treating  whereof  there  was 
found  3  points;  .1st,  there  was   a  debt,   and 
that  your  Idps.  did  remit  to  the  common  law. 
Tl»e.2nd  was  a  fraud,  which  wi\s  referred  to 
the  chancery,  because  neither  of  both  did  ap- 
pertain unto  this  court.    And  the  3rd  was  the 
arrest^  and'  committing  to  ward  of  the  said 
gent,  wherein  this  house  took  order.    Now,  if 
that  by  your  Idps.  owji  judgments  tlie  pari. 
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hath  not  authority  to  meddle  with  matters  of 
cumniuu  law»  vv  tiich  is  grounded  upon  common 
reason ;  neitlier  with  the  cluincenr,  wtiich  is 
|rn>unded  upon  considerance ;  tl^^n  much  less 
may  it  iutcrmeddie  with  muttert  of  faith  and 
religion,  far  passing  reason  and  the  judgment 
ot  man,  such  as  the  contents  of  this  hill  be: 
nrhciviii  there  he  3  things  specially  to  be  con- 
sidered ;    tlie  weightutess  of  the  matter,  the 
clarUness  of  the  cause  and  tlie  diiBculty  in  tr}- 
i\ig  out  ilie  truth,  and  the  danger  and  peril 
which  doth  ensue  if  we  do  take  the  wrong 
x^ay. — As  cfmceming  the  weightiness  of  the 
matter  contained  in  this  bill,  it  is  very  great ; 
for  it  is  no  money-matter,  but  a  matter  of  in- 
hi'ritaiice;    yea,  a  matter  touching  life  and 
(Uurh,  and   damnation   dependedi    upon    it. 
licrc  is  set  before  us,  as  the  scripture  saith, 
ht'c  nud  death,  fire  and  water.    If  we  put  our 
hand  into  tlie  one  we  shall  live;  if  it  take 
hold  of  the  other  we  shall  die.    Now  to  judge 
tlfcse  matters  here  propounded,  and  discern 
which  is  life  aud  which  is  death,  which  is  fire 
tliat  will  burn  us,  and  which  is  water  that  will 
refresh  and  comfort  us,  is  a  great  matter,  and 
not  easily  perceived  of  every  man.    More- 
over, there  is  another  matter  here  ti>  be  consi- 
dered, and  tliat  we  do  not  unadvisedly  con- 
demn our  forefathers  and  their  doings,  and 
justify  ourselves  and  our  own  doings;    both 
wliich  the  scripture  forbiddeth.   This  wc  know, 
thai  tliis  doctrine  and  form  of  religion,  which 
this  bill  propoundcth  to  l>c  abolished  and  taken 
away,  is  that  which  our  forefathers  were  born, 
broucht  up  and  lived  in ;  and  have  professed 
here  m  this  realm,  without  any  alteration  or 
change,  by  the  space  of  900  years  and  more ; 
and  hatli  al^o  bt-en  professed  and  practised  id 
Uie  universal  church  of  Christ  since  the  apostles 
thiie.    And  that  which  we  €o  about  to  esta- 
blisli  and  place  for  it,  is  hitely  brought  in,  al- 
lowed no  where,  nor  put  in  practice,  but  in 
diis  realin  only ;  and  that  but  a  small  time, 
and  against  the  minds  of  aU  catholic  men. 
Now,  if  we  do  but  consider  the  antiquity  of 
the  one,  and  the  newness  of  the  other,  we  have 
jn.->t  occasion  to  havb  the  one  in  estimation  for 
the  long  continuance  thereof,  unto  such  time 
•  as  ue  ^oc  evident  cause  why  we  should  revoke 
ii :  and  to  suspect  the  otlier  as  never  lieard  of 
here  before,  unti>  such  time  as  wc  see  just 
cause  why  we  should  receive  it,  seeing  that 
our  fathers  never  heard  tell  of  it. — But  now  I 
do  riUl  to  remembrunce,  tlmt  I  did  liear  ves- 
ienl>v  a  nobleman  in  this  house  say,  making 
an  answer  unto  this  as  it  were  by  pre-occupa- 
tion,  tliat  our  fathers  lived  in  blindness,  nud 
that  }vc  have  just  occasion  to  lament  tlieir  ig- 
nomnce ;  wlK^reuuto  me  thinketli  it  may  be 
answered,  tliut  if  our  fathers  were  here  and 
iieard  us  lament  their  doings,  it  is  ver^  hkc  they 
would  say  unto  us,  as  our  Saviour  Christ  said 
unto  the  women  which    followed   him  when 
hii  went  to  his  dentil,  and  wecped  aficr  him. 


Nolilc  flere  super  uos,  $ed  super  vos  ;*  i.  e. 

Weep  not  over  us  for  our  blindness,'  but 

ivcep  over  yourselves  for  your  own  presump- 


doB,  in  taking  upon  you  to  am^tly  to  i 
tify  yourselves  and  your  own  doings,  and 
rashly  condemning  us  and  oar  doings,  More^ 
over,  David  dotli  teach  us  a  lesson  dear  coo* 
trary  to  this  nobleman's  sayings :  for  he  l>id- 
dcth  us  in  doubtful  matters  go  to  our  fiuhera, 
and  Icam  the  truth  of  thenu  tn  these  words ; 
Ask  of  thy  father,  and  he  shall  declare  the  truth 
unto  thee,and  of  thine  ancestors  and  they  will  tell 
thee:  Aud  afler  in  the  same  Psalm, '  The  children 
which  shall  be  bom  and  rise  up,  shall  tell  unto 
their  children,  that  it  may  be  known  firom  one 
generatioii  to  another/  David  here  willeth  us 
to  learn  of  our  fathers,  and  not  to  contemn 
their  doings.  \Vhereof  I  conclude,  as  concern* 
ing  tliis  part,  that  this  bill,  containing  in  it 
matters  of  great  weight  and  importance,  it  is 
to  be  deliberated  on  with  ^reat  dihgence  and 
circumspection ;  and  examined,  tried  and  de- 
termined by  men  of  great  learning,  virtue  and 
experience.^-And  as  tbb  matter  is  great,  and 
tlierefore  not  to  be  passed  over  hastUy,  but  di- 
ligently to  be  examined,  so  is  it  dark  and  of 
great  difficulty  to  be  so  plainly  discussed,  as 
Uiat*  tlie  truth  may  manifestly  appear.  For 
here  be,  as  I  have  said,  two  books  of  religion 
propounded,  the  one  to  be  abolished  as  erro- 
iieotis  and  wicked,  and  tlie  other  to  be  esta- 
bhshed  as  godly  and  consonant  to  scripture ; 
and  they  be  both  concerning  one  matter,  tliat 
is,  the  true  administration  of  the  sacraments 
according  to  the  institution  of  our  Saviour 
Christ.  In  the  which  administration,  ther^  bo 
3  tilings  to  be  considered :  the  first  is  the  insti* 
tution  of  our  Saviour,  for  the  matter  and  sub- 
stance of  the  sacraments.  The  2ud,  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  apostles,  for  the  form  of  the  sa- 
craments. And  the  3rd  is  the  additioiy  of  die 
holy  fathers,  for  the  adorning  and  perfecting  of 
die  administration  of  the  said  sacraments. 
Which  3  be  all  duly,  as  we  see  observed ;  and 
that  of  necessity,  in  diis  book  of  the  mass,  and 
old  service,  as  all  men  do  know  which  under- 
stand it.  The  other  book  which  is  so  much 
r  extolled,  doth  ex  profc$$o  take  away  two  of 
these  3  diings,  and  in  very  deed  makedi  the 
3rd  thing  of  nought.  But  to  let.  the  ordiuanccf 
of  the  apostles,  and  the  additions  of  the  fa- 
thers pass,  let  us  come  to  the  institudon  of  our 
Saviour  Christ,  whereof  they  talk  so  muchy^ 
aud  examined  whether  of  tnose  two  books 
comes  nearest  unto  it.  And  to  make  things 
plain,  we  will  take  for  example  the  mass,  or  as 
they  caU  it,  the  suppNer  of  tne  Lord ;  wherein 
our  Saviour  did  institute  3  things,  which  be 
commanded  to  be  done  in  remembrance  of  liis 
death  and  passion  unto  his  coming  again,  say* 
ing,  <  Hoc  facite,'  &c.  Do  ye  this :  whereof 
die  first  is,  the  consecradon  of  the  blessed 
body  and  blood  of  our  Saviour.  The  3nd,  the 
offering  up  die  same  unto  God  the  Fadier. 
And  the  3rd,  die  communicadi^  diat  is,  the 
cadng  and  drinking  of  tlie  saidblcssed  body 
and  bUxxl,  under  the  forms  of  bread  and  wine. 
And  as  concerning  the  first  two,  st.  Chrysostom 
saith  thus,  '  I  will  declare  unto  you  in  very 
deed  a  marreUous  thingi  but  marvel  not  at  i^ 
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nor  be  not  troubled/  Bat  Tvliat  is  this  I  It  is 
the  holy  oblation ;  whether  Peter  or  VaaA,  or 
a  priest  of  any  desert,  do  oflfer,  it  is  the  very 
sanie  which  Christ  gave  to  liis  disciples^  and 
which  priests  do  make  or  consecrate  at  this 
timo.  This  hath  nothing  less  than  that^  Why 
ao  ?  Becanse  men  do  not  sanctify  this,  but 
Christ  which  did  sanctify  that  before.  For  like 
as  the  words  which  Christ  did  speak,  be  the 
very  same  which  the  priests  do  now  pronounce, 
90  is  it  the  very  same  oblation.  These  be  the 
words  of  St  Chrysostom;  wherein  be  tesd- 
6eth>  as  well  the  oblation  and  sacrifice  of  the 
body  and  blood  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  offered 
unto  God  the  Father  in  the  mass,  as  also  the 
consecrating  of  the  same  by  the  priest.:  which 
two  be  both  taken  awa^  by  this  book,  as  the 
authors  thereof  do  willingly  acknowledge;  cry- 
ing out  of  the  offering  of  Christ  oflcncr  than 
once,  notwithstanding  that  all  the  holy  fathers 
do  teach  it;  manifestly  affirming  Christ  to  be 
offered  daily  after  an  unbI(»ody  manner.  But 
if  these  men  did  undei-stand  and  consider  what 
doth  ensue  and  follow  of  this  their  aiHrmation, 
I  think  they  would  leave  their  rashness^  and 
return  to  the  truth  again.  For  if  it  be  true- 
what  they  say,  that  ihere  is  no  external  sacri- 
fice in  the  New  Testament,  then  doth  it  fol- 
low, that  there  is  no  priesthood  under  the  saine, 
whose  office  is,  saith  st.  Paul,  *  To  offer  up 
gtfb  and  sacririces  for  sin/  And  if  there  be  no 
priesthood,  then  is  there  no  religion  under  the 
New  Testament,  And  if  we  have  no  religion, 
then  be  we  without  God  in  tliis  world ;  for 
one  of  tliese  doth  necessarily  depend  upon  an- 
^  other.  So  that  if  we  grant 'oue  of  these,  we 
grant  all ;  and  if  we  take  away  one,  wc  take 
away  all. — ^Note,  I  beseech  your  Idps.  the  end  of 
these  men's  doctrine,  that  is  to  set  us  without 
God.  And  tlie  like  opinion  they  hold  touch- 
ing the  consecration ;  having  nothing  in  their 
mouths  but  the  holy  comomnion,  which,  after 
the  order  of  this  book,  is  holy  only  in  words, 
and  not  in  deed.  For  the  thnig  is  not  there 
which  should  make  it  holy,  I  mean  the  body 
Olid  blood  of  Christ,  as  may  thus  appear :  it 
may  justly  in  very  deed  be  called  the  holy  com- 
munion if  it  be  ministered  truly,  and  accord- 
ingly as  it  ought  to  be ;  for  then  we  receive 
Christ's  holy  body  and  blood  into  our  bodies, 
and  be  joined  in  one  with  him,  like  two  pieces 
of  wax,  T%hich  being  melten  and  put  together, 
be  made  one.  But  by  the  order  of  this  book 
this  k  not  done ;  for  Christ's  body  is  not  there 
in  very  deed  to  be  received.  For  the  only 
way  whereby  it  is  prosen^  is  by  consecration, 
which  this  book  hath  not  at  all ;  neither  doth 
it  observe  the  form  prescribed  by  Christ,  nor 
£;>llow  the  manner  of  tl)e  church.  The  evan- 
gelists declare,  that  our  Saviour  took  bread  in- 
to his  hands,  and  did  bless  it,  brake  it,  and 
gave  it  to  his  disciples,  saying,  '  Take,  eat, 
this  is  my  body  which  is  given  Sir  you :  do  this 
in  remembrance  of  me.'  By  these  words, '  do 
this,'  we  "be  commanded  to  lAke  bread  into  our 
hands,  to  bless  it,  .break  it,  and  having  a  re- 
spect to  the  bread|  lo  pronouufie  the  wonk 
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spoken  by  pur  Saviour,  that  is,  *  Hoc  est  cor- 
pus meum.'  By  which  words,  saith  st.  Chry-^- 
sostom,  the  bread  is  consecrated.  Now  by 
the  order  of  this  book,  neither  doth  the  priest 
take  the  bread  in  his  hands,  bless  it,  nor  break 
it,  neither  yet  hath  any  regard  or  reject  to^ 
the  bread,  when  he  rchearseth  the  words  of- 
Christ,  but  doth  pass  them  over  as  they  were 
telling  a  tale,  or  rehearsing  a  story.  Moreo- 
ver, whereas  by  the  minds  of  goo<l  writers,  there 
is  required,  yea,  and  that  of  necessity,  a  fuW 
mind  and  intent,  to  do  that  which  Christ  did, 
that  is,  to  consecrate  his  body  and  bli>od,  with 
other  things  following :  wherefore  the  church 
hath  appointed  in  the  mass  certain  prayers,  to. 
be  said  by  the  priest  before  the  consecration, 
in  the  which  these  words  be,  '  That  the 
creatures  may  be  made  unto  us  the  body  and 
blood  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Here  is 
declared  the  intent,  as  well'  of  the  church  as 
also  of  the  priest  which  saith  mass :  bu(  as  for 
this  new  book,  there  is  no  such  thing  men* 
tinned  in  it,  that  doth  either  declare  any  such 
intent,  either  make  any  such  request  unto 
God,  but  rather  to  the  contnuy ;  as  doth  ap- 
pear by  the  request  there  made  in  these  worcb, 

*  That  we  receiving  these  thy  creatures  of 
bread  and  wine,  &c.'  which  words  declare, 
that  they  intend  no  consecration  at  all.  And 
then  let  them  glory  as  much  as  they  will  in 
their  communion,  it  is  to  no  purpose,  seeing' 
that  the  body  of  Christ  is  not  tiiere;  which  a> 
I  have  said,  is  the  ilung  that  should  be  com- 
municated.— There  did  yesterday  a  nobleman 
in  this  house  say,  that  he  dki  believe  that 
Christ  is  there  received  in  the  communion  set 
out  in  this  book ;.  and  being  asked  if  he  did 
worship  him  there,  he  said,  no,  nor  never 
would,  so  long  as  he  lived.  Which  is  a  strange  < 
opinion,  that  Christ  should  be  any  where,  and 
not  worshipped.  They  say,  they  will  worship 
him  in  heaven,  but  not  in  the  sacrament: 
which  is  much  like  as  if  a  man  would  say,  that 
when  the  emperor  sitteth  under  his  cloth  of 
estate,  princely  apparelled,  he  is  to  be  honour- 
ed :  but  if  he  come  abroad  in  a  frize  coat,  he 
is  not  to  be  honoured  ;  and  yet  he  is  all  one 
emperor  in  cloth  of  gold  under  his  cloth  of 
estate,  and  in  a  frize  coat  abroad  in  the  street. 
As  it  is  one  Christ  in  heaven  in  the  form  of 
man,  and  in  the  sacrament  under  the  fomas  of 
bread  and  wine.  The. scripture  doth  com-- 
mand  us  to  worship  the  body  of  our  Saviour, 
yea,  and  that  in  the  sacrament  in  these  words, 

*  Worship  ifiis  footstool  for  it  is  holy.'  Upon 
the  which  place  st.  Augustin  writeth    thus, 

*  Christ  took  flesh  of  tlie  blessed  Virgin  his  mo- 
ther, and  in  the  same  be  did  walk,  and  the 
same  fiesh  he  gave  us  to  cat  unto  health ;  l)ut' 
no  man  wiH  eat  tliat  flesh,  exoept  he  worship 
it  before.  So  is  it  found  out,  now  we  shall 
worship  his  footstool,  &c.  we  shaH  not  only 
not  sin  iu  worshipping,  but  wc  shall  sin  in 
not  woreliipping/  But  as  concerning  tiiis,  if 
we  would  consider  ail  thintts  well,  we  shall  see- 
the provision  of  God  marvclious  in  it.  For  ha 
provideth  iQ^  that  the  \ety  hqretiCk^  and  eoe-^ 

9  X 
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neither  asked  their  minds  in  them,  or  went  by 
number  of  voices  or  polls,  to  determine  th# 
truth,  as  is  done  here  in  this  reahn  at  th» 
time.  We  may  come  lower,  to  the  thira 
council  ofToUctaneNin  Spain,  in  the  lijne  of 
Ricaredus  being  there,  and  to  the  council  of 
Trance  about  800  years  ago,  in  the  time  of 
Carolus  Magnus;  wliich  both  following  the 
order  of  the  church,  by  licence  had  of  the 
Pope,  did  procure  the  cler^  of  their  realms 
to  be  gatlrcred  and  assembled,  for  reforming 
of  certain  errors  and  euonnitics  within  their 
said  realms,  whereunto  they  ne\'cr  called  their 
nobility  nor  commons;  neither  did  any  of 
thtra  take  upon  themselves  either  to  reason  or 
dispute,  in  discusbing  of  the  controversies; 
neitlier  to  determine  tliem  being  discusi^ed,  but 
left  the  whole  to  the  discusj»ing  and  deter- 
mining of  the  clergy.  And  no  manel,  if  these 
with  all  other  Catholic  princes  used  this  trade. 
For  the  emperors  that  were  heretics,  did  ne- 
ver reser\'c  any  such  matter  to  the  judgment  of 
temporal  men,  as  may  appear  to  them  that 
read  the  stories  of  Constantius,  Valens,  &c. 
who  procured  divers  assemljlies,  but  always  of 
the  cleriry,  for  tlie  establislihig  t)f  Anus's  doc- 
trine ;  and  of  Zeno  the  emperor,  w-hich  did 
the  like  for  Eutychcs's  doctrine ;  with  many 
others  of  that  sort.  Yea,  it  doth  appear  in 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  that  an  infidel  would 
take  no  such  matter  upon  him.  The  story  b 
this,  St.  Paul  having  continued  at  Cory  nth  ooc 
year  and  an  half  in  preachinj;  of  the  gospel, 
certain  wicked  persons  did  arise  against  him, 
and  brought  him  before  their  vice-consul  call- 
ed Gallio,  laying  unto  his  charge,  that  he 
taught  the  people  to  worship  God  contrary  to 
their  law.  Unto  whom  the  vice-consul  ans- 
wered thus  t '  If  that  tins  man,  saith  Gallio,  had 
committed  any  wricked  act  or  cursed  crime,  O 
ye  Jews,  I  might  justly  have  heard  you ;  hut 
and  if  it  be  concerning  questions  tuid  doubts  of 
the  words  and  matters  of  your  law,  that  is  to 
say,  if  it  be  touching  your'relidon,  I  will  not 
be  judge  in  those  matter.e.  Mark,  my  lords, 
this  short  discourse,  I  b€^eech  you,  and  ye 
shall  perceive  that  all  Catholic  princes,  here- 
tic pnnces,  yea,  and  infidels,  have  from  time 
to  time  refused  to  take  that  upon  them  that 
your  Idps.  %o  about  and  challcii«>e  to  do. — But 
now,  because  I  have  been  long,  I  \t  ill  make 
an  end  of  tiiis  matter,  witli  the  sayii^g  of  two 
noble  emperors  in  the  likp  airnii*s.  The  first 
is  llieodosius,  which  said  th';«» ;  *  It  is  not 
lawful  for  him  that  is  not  of  tlie  order  of  the 
holy  bps.  to  interirieddlc  with  the  treating  of 
ecclesiastical  matter?.'  Likeivisc,  said  Valen- 
tiniaiius  the  emperor,  being  desired  to  assem- 
ble certain  bps.  together  for  examining  of  a' 
matter  of  doctrine,  in  this  wir^e ;  *  It  is  •  not 
lawful  for  me,  being  one  of  tLf^  lay  people,  to 
search  out  such  matters  curiously  ;  but  let  the 
priests,  unto  whom  the  charge  of  lhc'^e  things 
doth  appertain,  meet  together  in  wluit  place 
soever  they  will  /  he  meaneth,  for  the  dis- 
coursing thereof.  But  to  conclude;  and  if 
these  emperors  had  not  to  'do  yvhb  such  mat- 


raics  of  the  truth,  be  compelled  to  confess  the 
truth  in  this  bchahV  For  the  Lutherans  writing 
against  the  Zoin^lians  do  pfove,  that  the  true 
natural  body  ot  our  Saviour  Christ  is  in  the 
bacrament.  And  the  Zuingiians  against  the 
J^therans  do  prove,  that  then  it  must  needs  be 
worshipped  there.  And  thus  in  their  conten- 
tion doth  the  truth  burst  out,  whether  they 
will  or  no.  Wherefore,  in  my  opinion  of  these 
two  errors,  the  fonder  is  to  say,  that  Christ  is 
in  the!.acrament,and  yet  not  to  be  worshipped, 
tlum  to  say,  he  is  not  there  at  all.  For  either 
Uiey  do  think,  that  either  he  is  there  but  in  an 
imagination  or  fancy,  and  so  not  in  very  deed.; 
or  else  they  be  Nestorians,  and  think  that 
Uiere  is  his  body  only,  and  not  his  divinity  ; 
which  be  brtth  devilish  and  wicked. — Now,  my  I 
lords,  consider  I  beseech  you  the  matters  here  ■ 
in  variance:  whether  you  be  able  to  discuss  I 
them  according  to  learning,  so  as  the  truth  ' 
may  appear,  or  no  ;  that  is,  whether  the  body 
of  Christ  be  by  this  new  book  consecrated,  of- 
fered, adored,  and  truly  communicated,  or  no ; 
and  whether  these  things  be  required  necessa- 
pily  by  the  institotion  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  or 
no;  and  whether  book  goeth  nearer  the  truth. 
Thcsp  matters,  my  lords,  be  (as  I  have  said) 
weighty  and  dark,  and  not  easy  to  be  discuss* 
cd :  and  thus  hkewise  your  Idps.  may  think  of 
the  rest  of  the  sacraments,  which  be  either 
cleariy  taken  away,  or  else  mangled  after  the 
9ame  sort  by  this  new  book.— The  third  tiling 
licre  to  be  considered  is,  tlie  great  danger  and 
peril  that  doth  hang  over  your  heads,  if  you  do 
take  upon  you  to  be  judges  in  these  matters, 
and  judge  wrong ;  bnnging  both  yourselves  and 
others  from  tlie  truth  mito  untruth,  from  the 
highways  unto  bye-paths.  It  is  dangerous 
enough,  our  lord  knoweth,  for  a  man  himself 
t6  err,  but  it  is  more  dangerous  not  only  to  err 
himself,  but  also  to  lead  other  men  into  error. 
It  is  said  in  the  scripture,  of  the  king  llicro- 
boam,  to  f^ravate  his  oflfences,  that  *  he  did 
^  sin  himself  and  caused  Israel  to  sin.'  Take 
heed,  my  lords,  that  the  hke  be  not  said  by 
you ;  if  you  pass  this  bill,  you  shall  not  only 
m  my  judgment  err  yourselves,  but  ye  also 
shall  be  the  autliors  and  causers  that  tlie 
vrhole  realm  sliall  err  after  you.  Fur  the 
M'hich  you  shall  uiake  an  account  before  God. 
--Those  that  have  read  stories  and  know  the 
discourse  and  order  of  the  church,  di«cu.<sing 
of  controversies  in  matters  of  religion,  can  tes- 
tify, that  they  have  been  discussed  and  deter- 
mmed  in  all  times  by  the  clergy  only,  and 
never  by  the  temporalty.  The  heresy  of  Arius, 
which  trouble  i  the  church  in  the  time  of 
CoDStantine  the  Great,  was  condemned  in  the 
council  of  Nice.  The  heresy  of  Eutyches  in 
the  council  of  Chalcedone  under  Martin ;  the 
heresy  of  Maccdonius  in  the  first  council  of 
Constantinople  in  tlie  time  of  Theodosius;  the 
heresy  of  Nestorius  in  die  Ephesin  council,  in 
tlie  rime  of  Thcfjdosius  tlic  younger.  And  yet 
did  never  none  of  these  good  emperors  assem- 
ble their  nobility  and  commons,  for  the  dis- 
cuwing  anddetenniniiig  of  these  controversies ; 
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ters,  how  should  your  Idps.  have  to  do  with 
all  ?  Aod  thus  desiriug  your  good  Idps.  to  con-  - 
sidcr,  and  rake  in  good  port  these  few  things 
that  I  have  spoken,  I  make  an  end." 

Privilege  of  Pari.]  Feb.  24.  "  John  Smith 
returned  burgess  for  Comeltbrd,  upon  a  decla<- 
ration  by  Mr.  Marsh,  that  he  had  come  to 
this  house,  being  outlawed,  and  also  had  de^ 
€»ived  .divers  merchants  in  Jjondon,  taking 
wares  of  them  to  the  sum  of  3001.  minding  to 
defraud  them  of  the  same,  under  the  colour  of 
privilege  of  this  house ;  tlic  cxtunination  where!- 
of,  couunittcd  to  sir  Jo.  Mason,  and  otlier  of 
this  lK>use,  was  found  and  reported  to  be  true ; 
aud  that  a  writ  of  Cap,  Utlag.  against  him, 
was  directed  to  tl>c  slierifFs  of  Loudon,  return- 
able 150  paschae  next,  at  tlie  suit  of  \Vm. 
Pincbpbek  and  his  wife,  in  a  plea  of  deti- 
nue : — upon  which  matters,  ancl  consultation 
had  in  the  house,  the  question  was  asked  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  If  he  should  have  privilege  of 
this  house  or  not  ?  And  by  tjie  more  number 
of  voices,  it  seemed  that  he  should  not  have 
.  privilege :  but,  upon  the  division  of  the  house, 
the  nua^bcr  that  would  have  him  not  to  linvc 
privilege  was  107,  and  the  number  that 
would  he  should  be  privileged  was  112 ;  and 
therefore  ordered.  That  he  shall  still  continue 
»  member  of  this  house," 

May  8th,  the  queen  cam^  to  the  house  of 
lords,  when  Mr,  Speaker,  attended  by  the  com- 
ipons,  niade  a  learned  oration,  on  exhibiting 
tl^e  bill  fop  the  Subsidy  and  the  hill  for  Ton- 
nage and  Poundage.  He  also  required  the 
qucen^s  assent  to  such  other  bills  as  had  passed 
both  the  liouses.  Which  oration  being  com- 
.  mended  and  auswered  hy  the  lord  keeper,  the 
royal  assent  was  given  to  42  bills ;  and,  by  the 
queen's  pleasure,  this  pari,  was  dissolved, — 
The  titles  of  the  public  acts  passed  in  this 
session  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  tliis  reign. 
A  Parh  called ^1  It  was  not  till  tlie  hegiu- 
.  ning  of  the  year  1561^  that  a  new  pari,  was 
smiunoncd.  A  war  with  Franco  being  now 
iu:tually  begun,  and  the  sinews  of  it  much 
wanted,  wrjts  were  issued  for  a  new  one,  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  11th  of  Jan.  On 
the  day  of  their  meeting  the  queen  was  again 
'  indisposed ;  and  therefore  another  writ  of  pro- 
rogation was  produced,  by  the  lord  keeper, 
vnd  other  lords  of  the  council,  and  read, 
whereby  this  pari,  was  prorogued  only  to  the 
following  day.  On  whicn  day  the  pari,  began ; 
'and  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  the  fonn  of 
the  queen's  procession  to  the  house.  She  rode 
that  morning  from  her  palace,  in  ^reat  state, 
to  Westminster  Abbey;  accompanied  with  all 
the  lords,  spiritual  and  temporal.  The  queen 
was  clad  in  a  crimson  \elvet  robe,  the  earl  of 
Northumberhmd  bearing  the  sword  before  herj 
idl  the  heralds  at  arms,  iii  tlicir  rich  mantles, 
trumpets  blowing,  &c,  The  bishops,  ^2  in 
number,  riding  in  their  robes  of  scarlet  lined, 
•  and  hoods  down  their  backs  of  minever. — 
The  queen  lighted  at  our  Lady  of  Grace's 
chapel,  and,  with  her  noble  and  stately  reti- 
^\^e^  w^t  in  at  the  ugrth  door  of  the  abbey, 


where  she  beard  a  sermon  preaclifd  by  dr% 
Nowell,  dean  of  st.  Paul's ;  and  then  a  psalin 
bciiig  sung,  she  aud  her  honourable  coniunuy 
went  out  of  the  south  door,  to  tlie  part  cham- 
ber, and  soon  after  to  the  house. 

The  Lord  Keeper' $  Speech^  Sir  Symonds 
D'Ewes  tells  us,  that  the  qu^en  being  present, 
and  the  houses  met,  the  lord  keeper,  Bacon^ 
by  her  couunand,  opened  tlie  cause  of  the 
summons  in  these  words.  "  My  lords,  and 
others  of  this  honourable  assembly;  you 
shall  understand,  that  my  most  dread  and 
sovereign  lady,  the  queen's  majesty  here  pre- 
sent, hath  commanded  me  to  declare  the 
occasion  of  Uiis  assembly;  which  I  am  not 
able  (but  unmeet)  to  do,"  as  it  ought  to  bo 
done,  among  such  a  noble,  wise,  and  discreet 
company.  Ilowbeit,  knowing  the  experience 
of  her  maj.  bearing  with  such  as  do  their  good 
wills,  and  your  honours'  patience,  in  bearing 
with  me  in  the  like,  afore  this  time;  it  encou-  . 
rageth  me  tho  better  herein,  not  doubtuig  q£ 
the  like  at  this  present.  Therefore,  my  lords, 
tho  occasion  is,  that  necessary  matters  be  pro- 
vided for,  propounded,  and  scamied,  and  after 
agreed  upon  and  ended,  wliich  afterwards  sliaU 
remain  and  continue;  wliich  miUtors,  in  my 
judgment,  n^av  wcU  be  divided  into  2  parts, 
one  touching  Heligion^  for  the  setting  forth  of 
(jrpd's  honour  and  glory ;  and  the  other  coiv 
cerning  Policy,  for  the  Comraonwcaltli ;  as 
well  for  provision  at  home,  as  to  provide  for 
the  foreign  enemy  abroad;  which  said  maV* 
ters  of  Religion  may  again  be  divided  into  ij 
parts;  for  God's  cause  being  sincerely  weiglv 
ed,  considered,  and  followed^  bringeth  fortlt 
good  success  in  all  affairs ;  and  being  not  foU 
lowed,  but  neglected,  aud  made  light  of,  how 
can  any  thing  prosper  or  take  good  effect  ^ 
And  tho  greater  Uw  personages  be  which  so 
abuse  the  same,  the  greater  the  fault  is,  to  tho 
damage  of  the  whole  commonwealth;  for  ail 
mens'  eyes  be  fixed  on  those  who  be  in  autlio- 
rity;  for  as  the  head  is,  even  so  is  the  foot; 
and  after  the  superior  followcth  the  iufcrior. 
For  as  God*s  law  itself  \xk  perfect,  so  there  is 
no  imperfection  therein,  but  that  which  com- 
eth  of  ourselves,  wherein  1  cannot  excuse  ei- 
ther the  spiritoalty  or  laity.  For  as  th^  preach-* 
crs  be  not  so  ddigent  in  tbeir  vocation  of 
preaching  as  they  ought  to  be,  even  so  we  of 
the  laity  be  neither  so  diligent  in  hearing,  nor 
yet  in  doing,  as  we  should  be.  And  3rd,  soine 
of  the  laity,  in  not  ginng  crcdjt  uinto  it,  as  it 
ought  for  to  be.  For  as  all  in  authority  ought 
to  be  credited,  and  their  doings  tiiken  in  tbe 
best  part,  yet  I  would  wish  the  saioe  should 
continue  no  longer  than  they  do  welL^-And 
where  at  tlus  present  there  is  great  want  gf 
ministers,  and  somo  of  them  that  be,  be  much 
insufficient;  which,  considering  the  time,  arc 
to  be  borne  withal,  not  doubting  the  circum- 
spection of  the  bps.  in  well  looking  to  the 
placing  of  such  which  shall  be  appointed  here-i» 
after ;  and  tiiose  which  be,  and  will,  upt  he 
reformed,  to  hav^  sharp  punishment.  For  a^ 
hei«to;^e  the  disupUne  of  the  ohufch  ha^ 
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not  been  *ood ;  nnd  again,  that  the  ministers 
thereof  have  been  slothful ;  even  so  for  want 
6f  the  same  Imth  sprung  two  enormities  i  the 
1st  is,  that  for  lack  thereof,  every  nvin  lireth 
as  he  will,  without  fcar;  aiwl  2nd,  many  cere- 
monies agreed  upon,  but  the  right  ornaments 
thereof  are  either  left  undone  or  forgotten. 
As  in  one  point,  f6r  want  of  discipline  it  is 
that  so  few  come  to  service,  nnd  the  church  so 
tmreplenishcd,  notwithstanding  that  nt  the 
!ast  pari,  a  law  was  made  for  good  order  to  be 
observed  in  the  same ;  but  yet,  as  appeareth, 
not  yet  executed.  Therefore  if  it.be  too  easy, 
let  it  be  made  sharper;  and  if  already  well, 
then  see  it  executed.  For  the  want  of  disci- 
pline causeth  obstinacy,  contempt,  and  grow- 
ing of  heresy ;  therefore  better  to  be  winked 
at  and  unspoken,  than  brUted  abroad  and  nn- 
Jpcrformed :  tlicrefore,  in  mine  opinion,  the  de^ 
vice  is  good,  that  in  every  diocese  there  be 
officers  appointed  and  devised,  as  hath  been 
thought  good,  to  sit  for  the  redress  of  these  and 
«uch  like  eiTors,  twice  or  thrice  a  year,  till  the 
faults  be  amended.  In  which  well  doing,  the 
head'officers  arc  to  be  borne  withal,  and  main- 
'tained ;  and  laws  to  be  made  for  the  purpose : 
the  chief  care  of  which  said  former  matters 
pcrtaineth  to  you,  my  lords  of  the  spiritualty ; 
•wherein  you  must  take  piiins  to  travel,  whcai- 
^nto  be  laws  to  he  joined ;  not  only  for  the 
more  perfecting  of  the  same,  but  for  the  main- 
tenance, as  well  of  the  heads  as  the  ministers 
thereof. — ^Now  to  the  2nd  part,  of  Policy  for 
the  Commonwealth ;  for  as  there  be  faults 
*for  want  of  discipline,  so  are  there  faults  in 
the  imperfection,  and  want  of  execution, 
which  imperfection  most  be  looked  unto;  and 
'want  of  laws  which  needeth  to  be  provided  for 
and  made;  and  to  consider,  if  there  be  not 
too  many  lau-s  for  one  thing:;  and  those  so 
large  and  btisy,  that  neither  tlie  commons  can 
understand  the  same,  nor  yet  well  the  lawyer, 
"which  would  be  brought  into  some  briefer  and 
better  order,  and  there  executed.  For  which 
purpose,  it  is  necessary  to  take  care  to  have 
good  ministers  tliercof;  and  2nd,  to  banish 
all  fearfulncs?  for  prosecuting  the  same; 
and  over  and  besides,  that  to  appomt  proved 
'men  to  inquire  of  these  ministers,  whereby 
they  may.  hnve  the  better  regard  to  their 
duty :  for,  even  as  the  visitation  of  the  church 
is  and  was  well  appointed  for  the  church,  so 
'  now  is  the  like  to  oe  appointed  for  the  tempo- 
ralty.  For  if  the  laws  be  not  well  executed, 
my  part  is  not  the  least  thereof,  which  yearly 
I  would  be  glad  to  hear  of.  The  third  for  the 
enemy,  as  well  here    bred  kunongst  us,  as 

*  abroad :  for  Whereas  the  queen's  maj.  at  her 
entrance  found  this  realm  in  war  with  foreign 
Ijower,  at  whirH  thne  lack  of  treasorc,  artillery, 
force,  and  other  things,  caused  her  to  agree  to 

-  a  peace,  although  not  the  best,  howheit  for  our 
surety  she  spared  no  cost  to  bring  it  to  pass ; 

"  which  notwithstanding,  of  later  time,  ceftain 
old  cankered  enemies  of  this  realm,  attempted 
to  put  in  execution  to  bring  the  Scots  to  the 

*  lovemancc  of  FraDce,  ^aa:  so,  h&fig  a  firm 


land  to  oars,  to  have  been  our  ut«r  enemm; 
which  danger  the  queen  foreseemg,  «o«ght  by 
all  means,  as  well  by  her  ambaMadors  a§ 
otliers,  to  stay  the  enterprise,  but  could  not; 
and  therefore  helped  her  nc^bours  of  Scot- 
land, and  so  disappointed  that  attempt;  or 
else  afore  this  time  I  doubt  the  Scottish  terri- 
tories would  have  l>een  too  little  to  have  faold«i 
them,  but  that  they  would  have  troubled  us, 
not  only  at  Berwick,  but  at  the  walls  of  York ; 
which  attempt,  being  by  the  means  of  her  maj. 
stayed  and  letted,  the  said  bent  enemies  have 
attempted  the  same  in  France,  to  the  whole 
disturbance  of  all  Christendom,  and  all  done 
for  the  mischief  of  this  realm,  joined  with  a 
devilish  conspiracy  within  ourselves,  tending 
to  the  aiding  of  the  foreign  enemy ;  and  by 
their  own  confession,  to  have  raised  a  rebellion 
in  this  realm :  and  for  that  by  none  of  her 
grace's  travels  or  mearts,  she  could  there  stay 
their  enterprize,  or  make  them  agree,  she  w«» 
forced  the  rather  to  stay  the  same,  for  ihe 
surety  of  this  realm,  to  the  no  little  charge  of 
her  maj. :  for  in  these  procfeedin^,  and  in  re- 
pairing of  these  and  other  Hke  taults,  I  dare 
be  bold  to  say,  (for  that  I  am  thereof  as- 
sured) it  hath  cost  her  maj.  as  much  as  two  of 
the  best  subsidies,  which  at  any  time  hath  been 
within  this  realm :  and  all  at  her  own  proper 
charges,  without  either  strainmg  of  her  sub- 
jects, or  having  aid  of  them,  towards  the  same. 
Howheit  she  yet  thinketh  it  well  spent ;  for 
often  itchanccth,  that  money  is  better  spent 
than  spared ;  as  the  common  saying  is,  *  that 
a  penny  is  well  spent  which  afterwards  savcth 
a  pound.'  And  so  in  this,  if  that  money  hrtd 
not  been  So  spent,  in  staying  in  tirfie  tlieir 
attempted  enterprises,  it  would  afterwards 
have  turned  to  no  little  prejudice,  nor  yet  small 
charge  of  this  realm.  And  where  afore  this 
time  princes  commonly  have  had  some  vein  Or 
delight  to  spend  treasure  upon  for  their  plea- 
sure, which  the  queen  hath  none,  but  only  for 
the  commonwealth  and  surety  thereof;  so  that 
we  may  most  justly  and  fortunately  say  to  her 
great  praise,  that  the  relieving  of  tlie  realm's 
necessities  is  our  prince's  whole  delight ;  and 
notwithstanding  all  the  disbursements  of  these 
her  great  charges,  yet  she  was  (as  I  right  well 
know)  very  hardly  brought  to,  and  persuaded 
to  call  this  pari,  in  whica  she  should  be  driven 
to  require  any  aid,  or  by  any  means  to  charge 
her  subjects,  if  by  any  otlier  means  it  might 
have  been  holpen;  and  so  her  maj.  herself 
commanded  to  be  declared.  And  I  for  my 
part,  and  so  do  others  very  well  know ;  for  the 
commons  little  think  or  consider  what  a  trou«» 
ble  want  is  to  her,  whereby  she  is  forced  to 
ask  of  them,  (which  surely  is  against  her  na* 
ture)  but  that  she  is  thereunto  forced,  for  the 
surety  af  this  reabn. — And  for  that  the  nedier 
house  cannot,  being  so  many  together,  t>at  of 
necessity  must  have  one  to  be  a  mouth,  aider 
or  instructor  unto  tljem,  for  the  opening  of 
matters,  which  is  called  the  Speaker;  therefore 
go  and  assemble  yourselves  together  and  elect 
one;  a  discrtet,  ^lae^  atid  learned  man,  to  bot 
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your  Speaker,  afid  on  Friday  next  the  queen's 
mi^.  appointeth  ta  repair  hitber  -again,  for  to 
receive  the  presentment  of  him  accordingly." 

The  Speaker's  Speech.]  Jan.  15th,  the  com- 
mons came  again  before  the  queen,  and  pre- 
sented Tho.  Williams,  esq.  one  of  die  fellows 
of  the  Inner  Temple,  their  Speaker  elect ; 
-whose  excuse  for  insufficiency  not  being  allow- 
ed, be  made  the  following  elaborate  speech 
on  his  induction:  ''Most  honourable;  although 
afore  this  time  the  place 'hath  been  furnished 
with  orators,  and  therefore  their  matter  en- 
treated of  wonhily  called  an  oration ;  yet  I 
now,  void  of  any  such  knowledge,  require  that 
name  may  be  left,  and  that  it  might  bear  the 
name  of  an  epistle  with  a  request.  And  for 
the  better  understanding  thereof,  I  ^^ill  divide 
the  matter  into  3  parts ;  one  for  time  past ; 
and  the  2nd,  time  present ;  and  the  3rd,  time 
to  come.  But  fearing  to  fall  between  two 
mountains,  as  to  be  counted  either  ungrate, 
or  dissembling,  I  know  not  what  to  say ;  but 
yet  seeing  savage  beasts  forget  not  them  who 
do  well  unto  them,  asappeareth  by  the  story 
of  a  lion,  out  of  whose  foot  a  certain  man  took 
a  thorn,  which  said  person  being  afterwards 
cast  to  the  same  lion  Jto  be  devoured,  the  lion 
not  forgetting,  but  remembering'  the  former 
kindness  shewed  unto  him,  would  not  devour 
him,  but  ever  afUr  followed  the  samejnan; 
even  so,  without  too  much  in|ratitude,  can  1 
not  let  pass  your  maj.'s  manifold  benefits  ex- 
tended upon  us ;  which  ahhou^h  worthily  to 
be  declared,  they  pass  my  capacity  now  to  ex- 
press ;  yet  think  it  blasphemy  to  suffer  it  clean 
to  be  untouched,  and  thercn)re  in  some  part 
will  put  in  remembrance  the  same ;  which  I  will 
divide  into  12  parts,  tiie  one  spiritual  the  other 
temporal.  For  the  Ist,  when  God  planted  your 
bighnc^ss  in  this  place,  you  found  it  not  so  furnish- 
ed with  treasure  as  other  your  predecessors  have, 
although  if  you  had,  yet  occasions  enough  to 
employ  it;  which  notwithstanding,  you  did 
not  take  the  extremity  of  penal  statutes,  and 

'  other  forfeitures,  due  unto  you,  but  pardoned 
all  such  as  in  time  convenient  required  it. 
Also  your  maj.  did  vouchsafe  to  take  upon 

,  you  the  charge  of  both  the  states,  as  well  spi- 
ritual as  temporal,  and  so  purged  this  church 
of  all  ill  service,  and  placed  therein  service  to 
God's  honour.  Further,  what  great  plague  and 
dearth  happened  by  ill  money  this  20  years 
last  past,  which  within  one  year  is  brought  to 
sooo  again,  with  little  loss  of  your  subjects? 
Your  maj,  prevented  ako,  as  well  the  attempt 
in  Scotland,  made  by  your  common  enemy 
there,  as  now  of  late  again  in  France ;  which 
otherwise,  if  it  had  not  been  foreseen,  would 
have  turned  to  the  no  little  peri!,  and  loss  of 
this  your  realm,  and  subjects  thereof.  Also 
your  highness  hath  been  author  of  good  laws, 
as  appeareth  by  those  made,  both  of  the  last 

farL  and  by  your  other  proclamations  since, 
urther,  £ndiog  this  realm  at  your  entrance 
in  wars,  you  brought  it  in  peace :  all  which 
former  proceedings  have  been  a  great  charge 
imto  jowr  msy.  vhtch  altboagh  tho  revenues 


of  the  crown  be  small,  yet  hath  it  hidierto 
only  been  done  of  your  own  charge,  as  the 
last  day  by  the  lord  keeper  it .  was  declared. 
And  for  the  Uist  part,  and  principal  ppint.of 
all  other,  your  highness  hath  brought  and  re- 
stored aeain  God's  doctrine  into  tiiis  ceahn; 
lor  whic£  your  humble  subjects  mbsc  heartihr 
give  thanks  to  God,  and  you,  by  the  mouth 
of  me  their  appointed  Speaker.— For  the  2d 
point,  being  time  present;  your  maj.  is  the 
head,  and  the  body  the  spiritualty  and  tho 
temporalty,  which  body  is  to  be  divided  into 
3  estates,  the  lords  spiritual,  the  lords  taa»- 
poral,  and  the  commons,  whose  mouth  I  am'; 
which  by  no  naeans  can  prosper,  the  one  with- 
out the  other ;  for  as  any  estate  divided  can- 
not well  continue,  so  in  this;  and  therefoce 
say,  '  uosce  teipsura,'  not  minding  to  speak 
these  words  only  to  you,  but  to  the  whoie 
body ;  for  although  the  head  may  hick  a  mam- 
ber  of  the  body,  and  yet  contmue;  yet  *> 
the  member  cannot  want  the  head,  nor  yet 
the  head  the  whole  body,  but  the  want  of  the 
one  of  these  last  two  shall  be  the  ruin  of.  the 
other;  and  therefore  of  necessity,  for  the  sote 
preservation  of  the  whole,  it  behoveth  them 
firmly  to  join  together;  for  though  your  high- 
ness be  the  head,  and  therefi^  the  chief  caro 
pertaineth  to  you,  yet  your  mcy.  caniiot  tho- 
roughly redress  the  same,  without  knowledge 
of  the  faults,  nor  yet  well  understand  tho 
whole  state,  except  the  other  parts  of  the  hodj 
join  with  you,  and  put  to  their  helpiog  han<JbL 
I  find  in  divers  histories  gveat  oonunodkios 
grow  to  princes,  by  searching  out,  not  ooAj 
Uie  wants  of  their  subjects,  but  knowledge  of 
their  talk;  whereby  they  better  both  under-' 
stand  their  own  feults,  and  the  flatterers  they 
have  about  them;  which  order  the  wise  and 
pmdent  Marcus  Aurclius  used,  and  long  time 
reij^ned  honourably.  The  noble  conqueror 
Alexander,  in  the  beginning  of  his  rei^n,  used 
the  same ;  but  leaving  that  order,  and  having 
no  regard  to  his  living,  was  destroyed  ;  whifch 
like  example  was  seen  by  that  notable  anj 
valiant  warrior  Julius  Csesar.  And  being  en- 
couraged by  Uicse  like  examples,  and  oU)ers,| 
to  enter  into  some  abuses  used  in  this  realm, 
I  will  only  speak  of-  3,  being  all  3  notalile 
monsters,  necessity,  ignorance,  and  error. 
Necessity  is  grown  amongst  ourselves,  so  that 
no  man  is  contented  with  his  degi^,  though 
he  hath  never  so  much ;  but  where  she  is  -(as 
the  Proverb  saith)  she  hath  no  lawj  for  how 
now  be  all  schools,  benefices,  and  o^cr  like 
rooms  furnished,  and  yet  those  for  schoob  to 
few,  that  I  dare  say  a  hundred  schools  want  ia 
England,  which,  before  this  time  have  been, 
A nd  i f  in  every  school  there  had  been  but  an  hun^ 
dred  scholars,  yet  that  had  been  ten  thonsand ; 
so  that  now  I  doubt  wither  there  be  so  many 
learned  men  in  England,  as  the  number. waAts 
of  these  scholars. — The  2d  monster  is  her 
daughter  iCTorance ;  for  want' of  teti  thonand 
scholars,  wnich  these  schools  were  the  bringors 
up  of,  and  want  of  good  schoolmasters, 
bringetfa  ignorance;  but^he  occasion  oi'  the»4 
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wo  monsters,  is  for  want  of  liviogt  and  pre- 
ferments; for  covctousness  hath  gotten  tlie 
livings,  as  by  impropriations,  which  is  a  decay 
of  learning.  For  by  it  the  tree  o(  knowledge 
groweth  downwards,  and  not  upwards,  as  it 
was  first  meant  and  made  for ;  and  groweth 
thereby  greatly  to  the  dishonour  bo^i  oV  God 
and  this  commonwealth.  The  universities  are 
ciecayed,  and  great  market  towns,  and  others, 
without  cither  school  or  preacher;  for  the 
poor  vicar  hath  but  only  20i.  and  the  rest, 
oeing  no  small  sum,  is  ijnpropriaic;  and  so 
thereby  no  preacher  there,  but  the  people 
.being  trained  up  and  led  in  blindness,  for 
want  of  instrucQons,  become  obstinate.  And 
therefore  to  see  to  it,  and  tliat  impropriations 
nay  be  redressed,  notwithstanding  the  laws 
already  made.— The  3d  monster  is  error,  a 
•erpentwith  many  beads,  many  evil  opinions, 
and  mut'i  evil  life,  as  pelagians,  libertines, 
papists,  and  sucli  others,  leaving  God's  com- 
Bsandmeots,  to  follow  their  own  traditions, 
.  atfectiona  and  minds.  But  if  the  Papist  be, 
as  indeed  he  is,  in  error,  let  us  seek  the  re- 
dress thereof;  for  that  the  poor  mid  ignorant 
be  thereby  abused.  Until  which  redress  be 
.  bad,  you  nor  your  realm,  neither  at  home  nor 
'  abroad,  shall  ever  be  well  ser^'ed  of  such 
people,  whiph  he. so  divided;  and  therefore 
:  speedily  look  to  it,  and  weed  out  this  wicked- 
■  Hess  and  error  within  these  our  days,  which  is 
too  much  known  now  a-days;  for  if  your 
godly  proclamations  were  not  so  soon  for- 
gotten, they  would  be  amended.  In  the 
country  I  heard  tell,  but  since  I  came  hitlier, 
walking  in  the  streets,  I  have  heard  oftentimes 
more  oaths  than  words ;  a  pitiful  hearing  I  for 
if  the  Egyptians,  by  whose  laws  the  people 
lost  their  hands,  and  c^ongst  tlie  barbarians 
lost  their  lives,  for  swearing,  and  especially  if 
it  were  a  lie :  i(  it  were  so  punished  amongst 
them,  being  infidels,  what  snail  there  be  no 
punishment  amoc^gst  us  bein§  christians?  Is 
truth  further  from  us  professmg  the  name  of 
Christ,  and  being  chiistinus,  than  from  them 
being  infidels?  But  even  as  Tantalus  was 
.  plagued,  so  are  we;  for  although  he  had 
.  apples  even  hanging  at  his  mouth,  yet  cpuld 
•  he  not  eat  any  of  them;  and  paving  a  river 
of  water  even  as  it  wer?  running  by  his  lips, 
yet  could  he  not  drink,  but  died  fo^  hunger 
and  thirst ;  even  so  are  we  plagued :  for 
having  God*8  word,  and  his  name  ever  in  our 
mouths,  yet  we  Uve  as  infidels,  or  as  them 
that  are  furthest  from  the  same;  and  so 
,  Jiaving  enough,  there  is  scarcity.  And  tliat 
we  may  avoid  this  blasphemy,  and  the  other 
monsters,  your  humble  subjects  desire  your 
bigbQess  to  sec  to  the  lamentable  estate  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  the  redress  of  the  same. 
r^llnLving  perused  times  past  and  times  pre- 
teut,  let  us  go  to,  and  well  remember  the  time 
to  come.  ]«o,r  Cato  saith,  <  a  thing  well  begun 
shall  be  well  ended ;'  so  then  foOoweth  of  a 
good  beginning  a  good  ending.  For  that  noble 
captain  Hmiibal,  environed  with  his  enemies, 
in  a  stn^ig^  country^  soun4cd  his  trumpet  to 


council,  and  thereby  prospered.  So  your  maj. 
hath  now  called  the  prelates,  nobles,  and  com- 
mons, to  council,  for  surety  of  the  realm. 
Wc  now  so  therefore  assembled,  as  diligent 
in  our  calling,  have  thought  good  to  move 
your  inaj.  with  the  assent  of  this  assembly, 
to  build  a  strong  fort  for  the  surety  of  the 
realm,  to  the  repulsing  of  your  enemies  abroad; 
which  must  be  sot  upon  firm  ground,  and  stcd- 
fast,  having  two  gates,  one  commouly  open, 
the  other  as  a  postwn,  with  two  watchineii  at 
either  of  them,  one  governor,  one  lieutenant, 
four  sold iei-s,  and  no  good  thing  there  wanting. 
The  same  to  be  named,  the  fear  of  God ;  the 
governor  thereof  to  be  God,  your  maicsty  the 
lieutenant,  the  stones  the  hearts  ot  faithful 
people,  the  two  watclimen  at  the  opeu  gate  to 
be  called  knowledge  and  virtue,  the  other 
two  at  the  postern  to  be  called  mercy 
and  trutli;  all  being  spiritual  ministers. — 
This  fort  is  invincible,  if  every  miin  will  fear 
God ;  for  all  governors  reign  and  govern  by 
the  two  watchmen,  knowledge  and  virtue;  and 
if  you,  being  the  lieutenant,  sec  justice  with 
prudence  her  sister  executed,  you  shall  then 
rightly  use  the  office  of  a  licutenaut ;  and  for 
such  as  depart  out  of  this  fort,  let  them  be  let 
out  at  the  postern  by  the  two  watchmen,  mercy 
and  truth ;  and  then  you  shall  he  well  at  hoo^ 
and  abroad.  The  charge  of  tliis  fort  is  j-ours, 
being  lieutenant.  By  iustlce  your  place  is 
settled,  whercuntQ  obeaicnce  ought  to  Ua 
taught  and  done ;  which  your  majesty  ought  to 
look  to.  And  so  now  the  fear  ot"  God  to  be  a 
sure  fort,  the  subjects'  hearts  the  stones,  know- 
ledge, virtue,  mercy,  and  truth,  the  four  watch" 
men,  God  the  governor,  and  vour  majesty  the 
lieutcMant,  is  well  proved.  Tlicrcfore  to  build 
upon  this  fort,  the  fear  Qt'God,  is  notliing  lack- 
ing to  a  happy  life;  for  by  God  are  all^irincea 
appointed.  AVho  put  down  Saul  ?  Who  made 
David  king,  who  sought  only  God*s  glory  and 
so  prospered?  As  did  Josaphat,  Josias,  and 
Ilczechiuii,  and  also  Abas,  as  long  as  thpy 
sought  God's  glory,  prospered;  but  fdr^etr 
ting  God,  were  overthrown :  therefore  IffSt 
of  all,  and  continually  vouchsafe  to  seek  God's 
glory,  and  his  true  honour,  an<l  then  you  shall 
have  this  fort  well  built,  and  by  you  welt 
governed.— ^Further  I  am  to  be  a  suitor  to  yuxit 
raj\jcsty,  that  when  matters  of  importance  shall 
arise,  whereupon  it  shall  be  necessary  to  have 
your  higln>es?*s  opinion,  that  then  I  may  have 
free  access  unto  you  for  the  same ;  and  the 
like  to  the  lords  of  the  upper  house : — 2ndly. 
That  in  repairing  from  the  nether  house  to 
your  maj.  or  the  Lords^  to  declare  their  mea^i- 
lugs,  and  I  mistaking  on  uttering  the  same 
contrary  to  their  meaning,  th^t  then  my  fault 
or  imbecility  in  declaring  thereof  be  not  pi:e- 
jtidicial  to  the  house,  but  tliat  I  may  again  re- 
pair to  them,  the  better  to  understand  their 
meanings,  and  so  they  to  reform  the  same. — 
3rd.  That  the  assembly  of  tlie  lower  house 
may  have  frank  and  free  liberties  to  speak 
their  minds,  without  any  controulmcnt,  blame, 
grudge,  racnc^ccs,  or  displeasure,  according^  ta 
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the  old  ancient  order. — Finally,  That  the  old 
privilege  of  the  house  be  observed,  which  is, 
that  th^y  and  theirs  might  be  at  liberty,  iraiik, 
and  tret,  without  arrest,  molestaUon,  trouble, 
Cr  other  damage  to  their  bodies,  lands,  goods, 
or  ser\'ants,  with  all  other  their  liberties,  during 
die  time  of  the  said  {mrlianient;  whereby  thev 
may  the  better  attend,  and  do  their  duty ;  all 
wliich  privileges  I  desnx;  may  be  enrolled,  as 
at  other  times  it  hath  been  accustomed.— And 
tlius  having  b^en  tedious  unto  you  with  my 
speecli,  voiu  of  eloquence,  I  crave  your  par- 
don, and  desire  your  maj.  to  accept  of  my 
heart  and  good  will,  as  well  at  this  time  as 
after;  and  [  will  pray  as  I  am  boundeu,  tor 
your  honour  long  to  reign  over  us." 

It  was  now  that  the  oath  of  Supremacy  was 
first  taken  by  all  the  merabei-s  of  both  houses ; 
pursuant  to  an  act  of  par),  made  in  tlic  1st 
year  of  this  reign. 

Privilege  of  Pcr/.l  Feb.  6,  the  Commons 
Journals  say,  "  Sir  H.  Jones  complains  all  his 
servants  to  be  imprisoned,  and  prays  Privilege ; 
but  after  long  arguments  for  the  privilege,  com- 
mission was  gi\'en  to  Mr.  Sackvill,  and  others, 
to  examine  and  certify  of  the  matter.  On  the 
8th,  Mr.  Sydney  declared  upon  examination, 
tlie  fray  to  seem  to  be  begun  by  sir  H.  Jones's 
serv^ants. — On  the  12th  a  hill  is  brought  in 
agaiiist  sir  II.  Jones's  servants  for  the  fray  and 
riot ;  and  the  same  day  the  committees  do  cer- 
tify to  the  houso,  that  Mr.  Jones's  men  may  be 
committed  to  the  Serjeant,  and  that  he  attend 
Mr.  llecorder  and  Mr.  Gargrave  with  the  pri- 
soners, betbre  the  lord  chief  justice,  to  enter 
with  sureties  in  bond  of  5001.  to  appear,  pci^ 
sonally  in  the  queen's  bench,  in  Trinity  term 
next  to  answer  to  such  things  as  shall  then  be 
objected  to  them  on  the  queen's  behalf,  and 
so  set  at  liberty." 

A  Supply  granted."]  Feb.  20th,  a  bill  for 
granting  a  Supply  was  sent  up  by  the  Com- 
mons. It  consisted  of  a  Subsidy,  two  15ths 
and  two  IQtlis ;  which  passed  the  Lords  on  the 
33d.  This  grant  was  tne  same  as  the  former, 
except  that  the  tax  upon  goods  was  from  31. 
when  the  former  was  from  5l.  (^amden  writes, 
that  this  large  supply  was  granted  as  a  compli- 
ment ti\  the  queen,  on  tlie  happy  turn  of  af- 
fairs at  that  time.  ''  In  consideration  of  her 
having  reformed  the  faith ;  restored  peace  to 
her  kingdoms ;  rescued  England  and  Scotland 
from  the  common  enemy  ;  refined  the  coin ; 
rebuilt  the  navy;  provided  annnunition  for  sea 
and  land ;  and  in  a  word,  for  the  extraordinary 
care  she  used  in  France,  for  the  security  of  its 
Toung  king,  for  the  safety  of  this  kingdom,  and 
her  endeavours  to  regain  Calais."  We  find, 
by  the  Journal,  that  the  two  provinces  of  Can- 
terbury and  York  granted  each  a  Subsidy,  tliis 
time,  which  were  confirmed  by  pari. 

Act  of  Supremacy.']  March  3a,  a  bill  passed 
the  lords,  with  some  provisoes  added  thereto, 
by  them,  "  For  the  Assurance  of  the  Queen's 
Majesty's  lloyal  Power,  over  all  states  and 
subjects,  within  her  dominions."  By  this 
met,  ^  it  was  high  treason  for  any  man   to 


assert  tlirce  times,  by  writing^  word  or  decd,- 
the  authority  of  any  ibrcign  prince,  prelate  or 
state,  in  spuitual  matters  in  England,  or  aay 
other  of  the  queen's  dominions.  Or  to  refuse 
the  oath  of  Supremacy  to  the  queen,  in  mat- 
ters spiritual,  or  over  persons  ecclesiastical, 
after  it  had  been  twice  tendered.  Yet  so,  as 
that  they  should  not  fall  under  an  attainder, 
nor  forteit  their  goods  and  chattels;  nor  that 
this  oath  should  be  exacted  from  any  peer  of 
the  realm,  or  any  person  of  eminent  quality, 
whose  allegiance  the  queen  did  not  in  tlie  leii;>C 
question;  nor,  indeed,  of  any  but  such  wlio 
were,  had  been,  or  should  be,  in  holy  orders; 
or  did  then  b(iar,  or  should  bear,  some  ecde* 
siastical  office.  Or  that,  after  warning  givea, 
should  refuse  to  observe  th^  rights  and  cere- 
monies of  the  church  of  England;  or  should 
dishonour  the  same  in  public,  either  by  word 
or  deed ;  or  should  celebrate  or  hear  mass,^ 
&c." — ^To  the  passing  of  this  bill  there  was  only- 
some  small  opposition ;  the  catholic  bps.  being 
now  removea,  but  one  lay-lord  in  die  house, 
had  the  courage  to  speak  against  iu  This  was 
lord  vise.  Montague.  In  the  Cominons,  one 
Mr.  Atkinson,,  a  student  of  the  Inner-Temple, 
expressed  the  same  zeal  for  the  catholic  cause. 
Their  speeches  are  published  in  Mr.  Strype*s 
Annals,  &c.  from  the  •  M.S.  of  the  famous 
martyrologist,  Foxe ;  and  are  deserving  of  a 
place  in  this  History. 

Lord  Montague  spoke  as  follows^ — ^^  The 

{>rince  or  commonwealth  that  will  make  a  new 
aw,  ought  to  consider  3  things:  1st.  That  die 
same  law  be  necessary :  2nd,  that  it  be  just 
and  reasonable;  3rd,  that  it  be  possible  and 
commodious,  apt  and  fit  to  be  put  in  execa* 
tion.  Unto  these  3  qualities  may  be  reduced, 
all  other  that  are  reouisite,  to  the  end  the  law 
should  be  good.  Ivow^  it  is  to  be  seen,  if 
these  3  qualities  be  in  the  law,  diat  certain  do 
pretend,  and  would  have  to  be  made  in  this 
pari,  against  the  papists,  as  they  call  them. 
For  the  which  presuppose,  that  my  intent  is 
not  to  persuade  tliat  the  religion  which  now  is 
observed  in  Knglaiid  is  either  false  or  schisma- 
tical ;  but  to  entreat  only,  if  it  be  good,  that 
a  law  be  made,  whereby  it  shall  be  commanded, 
under  pain  of  deaUi,  that  the  papists,  with 
oath,  confess  the  doctrine  of  the  protestants 
to  be  true  and  evangelical  As  for  the  1st,  I 
say,  That  this  law  that  is  pretended  is  not  ne- 
cessary; forasmuch  as  the  cathohcs  of  this 
realm  disturb  not,  nor  hinder  the  public  at- 
(airs  of  the  realm,  neither  spiritual  nor  tern* 
poral.  They'  dispute  not,  tney  preach  not, 
they  disobey  not  the  queen,  tliey  cause  no 
trouble  nor  tumults  among  the  people.  So 
that  no  man  can  say,  that  thereby  the  realm 
doth  receive  any  hurt  or  damage  by  tliem. 
They  have  brought  into  the  roiUiu  no  novelties 
in  doctrine  and  religion.  This  being  true  and 
evident,  as  it  is  indeed,  there  is  no  necessity ' 
why  any  new  law  should  bo  made  atjaiHst  theiu. 
And  where  there  is  no  sore  nor  grief,  mgcii^ 
cines  are  superfluous,  and  nl<^  hurtful  aud 
dangerous.    As  concerning  tlic  2d,  I  5Hy,'i4iaC 
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tfcis  law  tfatft  10  pretendedy  is  neidber  just  nor 
reasoDabie,  nor  cannot  be,  uor  deterveth  to 
b«  caUed,  or  ba\e  the  name  of  law,  when  it 
is  nuule.  For  it  shall  be  contrary  and  rcpug* 
aant  unto  all  laws  of  mcn^  natural  and  civQ. 
I  meddle  not  with  God's  laws^  for  I  have 
above  said,  that  in  this  discourse  I  60  not 
pretend  to  entreat  of  the  verity  and  truth  of 
religion.  But  leaving  that  till  time  fit  and  con- 
venient, I  do  entreaty  vrhcther  it  be  just  to 
make  this  penal  statute  to  force  the  subjects 
of  this  reahn  to  receive  and  believe  the  reli- 
flion  of  the  protestants,  upon  pain  of  death. 
I'his,  I  say,  is  a  thing  roost  unjust.  For  that 
it  is  repuguant  to  the  law  of  nature  and  all 
dvil  laws.  The  reason  is,  for  that  naturally 
no  man  can,  or  ough^  to  be  constrained,  to 
take  fbr  certain  tbat  that  he  holdeth  to  be  un- 
certain. For  this  repugneth  to  the  natural 
liberty  of  man's  understanding.  For  under- 
standing may  be  persuaded,,  but  not  forced. — 
Tlie  doctrine  of  the  Protestants  dotli  repugn 
unto  all  the  ecclesiastical  state  of  England 
that  were  present  at  the  last  pari,  and  holdeth 
contradiction  with  all  provinces  of  Chrbten- 
dom.  It  repugneth  to  all  the  doctrine  of  all 
the  pso^iaments  past,  and  all  general  councils. 
'With  these  contradictions  there  is  no  Protes- 
tant, if  he  be  a  man  of  any  understanding  or 
judgment,  but  will  confess  that  it  is  doubtful 
and  uncertain ;  seeing  that  of  those  things  that 
appear  not  to  our  senses,  there  ariseth  no 
doubt  nor  uncertainty,  but  of  the  opinions  of 
men.  And  if  he  will  say  'tis  the  Catholic  doc- 
trine; therefore  the  question  is.  How  this 
word  can  be  imderstood  ?  which  is  the  work  of 
uaderstandittg,  and  is  reduced  and  brought  to 
opinions.  And  when  there  be  many  opmions 
of  the  one  side  and  the  other,  it  is  reason,  that 
the  thing  be  doubt^l,  'till  alt  opinions  come 
to  one :  and  that  there  be  one  futh,  one  God, 
and  one  Trinity. — ^Now,  to  turn  to  ray  pur- 
pose, I  say,  That  since  the  doctrine  of  Protes- 
tants is  so  uncertain,  (leaving  to  call  it  false, 
there  no  reason  nor  justice,  that  doth  permit 
or  snfier,  that  men  should  be  forced  to  take  it 
Ibr  certain,  true  and  sure,  and  affirm  the 
samer  It  is  sufficient,  and  enouEh  ibr  Protes- 
tants .to  keep  possession  of  the  cnurches,  and 
the  authority  to  preach  and  excommunicate, 
^ot  to  seek  to  force  and  strain  men  to  do  or 
believe  by  compulsion  wtiat  they  believe  not ; 
and  not  to  swear,  and  to  make  Ood  witness 
of  their  lie.  It  is  enough  for  them,  and  they 
might  hold  themselves  content, -that  there  is 
no  impediment  or  let  made  by  the  Catholics, 
but  tnat  they  may  persuade  the  people  so 
much  as  they  list,  and  teach  and  preach  their 
doctrine. — As  touching  the  Srd,  that  is.  Whe- 
ther this  statute  should  be  possible,  meet  and 
convenient,  to  be  put  in  execution :  I  say,  that 
on  what  is  said  in  the  ^nd  chapter  of  Justice, 
dependeth  and  is  contained  the  understanding 
ef  this  Srd,  toudiing  the  commodity  and  pos- 
sibility. For  it  is  an  easy  tiling  to  understand, 
that  a  thins  so  unjustly,  and  so  contrary  to  all 
IMson  and  Jliberty  of  man;  cannot .  be  put  in 


execution,  but  with  great  incommoditjr  and 
difficulty.  For  what  man  is  thei^e  so  .without 
courage  and  stomach,  or  void  of  all  IvooooTy. 
that  can  consent  or  agree  to  receive  an  opi- 
nion and  ne\K'  religion  by  force  and  compul- 
sion ;  or  will  swear,  tliat  he  tlunke^h  the  con- 
trary to  thathethinketh.  To  be  still  and  dissem- 
ble may  be  bom  and  suffered  &r  a  time ;  to 
keep  his  reckoning  with  God  alone ;  but  to  be 
compelled  to  lie  and  to  swear,  or  else  to  die 
therefore,  are  things  that  no  man  ought  to  suf^ 
fer  and  endure.  And  it  is  to  be  feared,  rather 
than  to  die,  they  will  seek  how  to  defend 
themselves:  whereby  should  ensue  the  con-  ' 
trary  of  what  every  good  prince  and  well-ad- 
vised commonwealth  ou^t  to  seek  and  pre- 
tend, that  is,  to  keep  their  kingdom  and  govt. 
in  peace.-rSo  that  this  law  and  statute  that  is 
pretended,  since  it  is  not  necessary  for  men, 
without  they  leave  quietness  and  peace ;  nor 
just  and  reasonable,  seeing  it  forceth  men  to 
hold  for  certain  and  true,  that  they  shouki 
hold  for  doubtful  and  false ;  and  being  incom- 
modious and  impossible  to  be  put  in  execution, 
for  the  alterations  that  may  ensue  of^jgreat  in- 
justice; I  conclude,  that  by  no  means  any 
such  law  ought  to  be  made  and  enacted. — ^And 
because  some  said.  This  need  not  be  feared,  nor 
ought  any  tiling  to  be  a  stop ;  because  the 
greater  part  of  the  assembly  of  the  lords  and 
Uie  higher  house,  was  of  the  mind  and  opinion,, 
that  the  law  ouf  ht  to  be  made,  including  in 
the  same  assembly  the  bps.  that  arc  ^ ;  I  ans- 
wer. That  they  neither  can,  nor  ought  to  have 
to  do  in  this  matter,  because  they  are  as  par- 
ty, and  therefore  cannot  be  judges.  And  that 
tl^  have  party,  and  have  interest  in  thb  mat- 
ter, it  caqnot  be  denied ;  since,  ^  ipso  facto/ 
they  have  dispossessed  the  Catholic  bps.  of  their 
churches,  under  this  occasion  and  colour,  to 
brine  into  the  realm  better  doctrine.  Besides 
all  Uiis,  neither  the  law  nor  tlie  gospel,  nor 
other  civil  law  doth  suffer  ecclesiastical  pei^ 
sons,  to  liave  more  than  the  judgment  and  ex- 
amination of  the  doctrine  and  excommunica* 
tioiis.  And,  according  to  this,  it  belongetb 
not  to  the  bps.  but  only  to  declare  and  pro- 
nounce the  doctrine,  of  the  Papists,  to  be 
false,  as  they  have  done ;  and  to  excommuni- 
cate suoh  as  fbllow  the  same.  To  ap|>oint 
afterward  the  temporal  penalties  of  coniisca- 
don,  banishment  or  death ;  this  appertainetii 
not  to  them,  but  to  the  secular  judge,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  necessity  of  the  commonwealth, 
for  peace  and  quietness  of  the  same,  may 
execute  and  proceed  against  some  excoomu* 
nicate  persons  with  more  or  less  rieour  after,  a* 
he  shall  think  good. — ^It  shall  be  a&o  verjr  jusr, 
reasonable  and  convenient  for  the  service  of 
the  queen,  that  the  lords  of  th^  realm  alone, 
without  the  bps.  do  consider,  if  it  be  meet  and 
convenient  for  the  wealth  of  the  redm,  to 
make  this  statute  and  law  so  rigorous;  or 
whether  that  that  is  ihade  already  be  sufUcieot; 
or  wliether  it  be  meet  and  convenient  (to  toko 
away  all  inconveniences  and  damages  that  may 
arise  to  those  divcxaities  and  noveltios  in  rt« 
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ligion)  to  cothifiand  the  bps.  all,  as  well  papis- 
tical as  proccstants,  to  find  the  means  to  try 
the  matter  (afore  di&putcd  here)  within  tlie 
realm,  or  in  tlie  Kcueral  council.  The  which 
seemeth  should  be  much  more  easy,  more, 
sure,  and  more  convenient. — j^nd,  further- 
more', since  it  belongcth  to.  the  said  lords,  not 
to  endanger  their  lives  and  goods,  if  a^y  war 
should  happen  witliin  the  i-ealm,  or  with  their 
neighbours;  let  them  therefore  take  good 
beed,  and  not  suffer  themsch'cs  to  be  led  by 
such  men  that  are  full  of .  aflection  and  pas- 
sions, and  that  look  to  wax  mighty,  and  of 
power,  by  the  contiscation,  spoil  and  ruin  of 
the  houses  of  noble  and  ancient  men." 

To  this  speech  we  shall  subjoin  another, 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons,  against  the 
said  bill,  on  the  10th  of  March. 

Mr,  Atki:ison  rose  and  said:  "  Right  ho- 
nourable; you  have  heard  the  effect  of  this 
bill,  contaiuing  in  itself,  that  all  those  that 
shall  by  any  open  act  maintain  any  foreign 
jurisdictioh,  or  shall  refuse  the  oath,  which  is 
likewise  for  the  abolishing  of  all  foreign  power; 
that  such  offenders  shall,  for  the  tirst  offence, 
incur  the  danger  of  pnemunire ;  and  if 
they  eftsonee  refuse  again,  then  to  be  judged 
as  in  case  of  high  treason.  Whether  any  fo- 
reign power  be  lawful  to  be  received  within 
this  realm,  or  whether  in  conscience  a  man 
ought  to  take  this  oath,  that  matter  I  purpose 
not  now  to  dispute ;  for  that  b  already  put 
out  of  question  by  consent  of  the  whole  realm, 
in  high  court  of  pari,  in  the  1st  year  of  the 
rei^  of  our  sovereign  lady  tliat  now  is; 
against  which  it  shall  not  become  me  to  rea- 
son. But,  marrie,  whether  an  offence  com- 
mitted against  that  statute  be  so  sharply  to  be 
Sunished  as  this  bill  here  requireth,  that  is 
je  question  that  we  now  have  in  hand. 
Wherein  I  think  that  the  punishment  already 
devised  is  sufficient;  that  the  punishment  li- 
mited in  tliis  bill  is  too  rigorous;  and  that 
though  this  act  went  forward,  yet  no  benefit 
could  thereof  grow  to  the  commonwealth. — 
If  the  offence  were  treason,  as  it  was  said  this 
other  day,  in  the  house,  tliat  it  was ;  and  that 
the  offenders  therein  were  traitors  even  by  the 
common  laws  of  the  realm,  as  men  that  sought 
to  take  the  crown  from  the  king,  and  give  it 
to  the  pope,  then  would  I  think  no  punihh- 
ment  too  Uttle  for  it;  and  pity  it  were,  that 
even  for  the  first  offence  it  was  not  made 
death.  IJowbeit,  if  it  may  be  proved  unto  you, 
chat  die  maintenance  of  foreign  jurisdiction 
was  not  by  the  laws  ever  accounted  treason ; 
cben  I  trust  there  will  no  good  man  think,  but 
that  the  offence  being  not  so  great,  the  punish- 
'  aaent  ought  not  to  b^  so  great  neither.  I 
vould  agree,  tliat  the  ancient  writers  of  the 
law,  as  both  Bracton  and  Briton  have,  in  tlieir 
writings  called  the  king  "  God's  vicar  in 
earth;''  and  so  I  assent  to  that  which  Skip- 
w^h  saith,  '*  that  there  is  the  deanery  of  Pick- 
ering in  Ireland,  belondng  to  the  abp.  of  De- 
'viliIK^  and  that  it  is  of  this  condition,  ;hat  if 
aa  dglishman  be  mado  %bp.  that  thCB^hc 
Vol.  1. 


shall  have  the  deanery  as  his  free  chapel;  and 
if  an  Irishman,  then  the  kiii^.     His  reason  is, 
"  because  tiie  sacred  maj.  of  a  king,  anointed 
with  holy  oil,  hath  capacity  of  spiritual  juris- 
diction."    I  likewise  agree  to  tlie   sjying  of 
Bryan,  where  he  saith,  "  tliat  a  great  doctor 
of  law  once  told  him,  that  a  piiest,  by  pre* 
scription,   might,  be  impleaded  in  the  king's 
temporal  court,  becauso  the  person  of  a  king 
is    mixt  of   priesthood   and   laity."p-Of   ail 
which  we  may  gather,  that  by  the  common 
laws  the  king  may  have  the  temporal  profits 
of  a  spiritual  promotion,  and  also  implead  a 
spiritual  person  in   his  temporal  court.     All 
which,  notwithstanding,  1  am  sure  iio.  HUtho'» 
rity  can  be  bhewcd  to  prove,  that  tl)e  aibrm- 
in^,  that  the  pope  ought  to  have  jiinsdictioA 
in  tiiese  or  other  like  matters,  or  that  the  ju- 
risdiction   of  tliem   ought    to   appertain    to 
the  king,   was  never  yet   accounted  treason, 
— And  therefore  suppose  that  tlie  Ving  had 
brought  a  '  ouare  impedit'  against  a  s^piritual 
person  (wliich  is  a  plea  merely  temporal,  de- 
terminable in  the  temporal  court)  and  that 
the  spiritual  person  had  thought  to  appeal  to 
Rome  in  stay  of  the  judgment;  had  tliis  been 
treason  ?    >f ay,  surely,  Siough  without  some 
open  act  shewing  the  same,  it  was  never  yet 
taken  to  be  treason ;  nor  was  it  ever  yet  seen, 
tliat  a  man  in  such  a  case  was  bound  to  disco- 
ver his  conscience  upon  his  oath.    But  to  go 
further,  suppose  he  had  expressly  said  before 
witness,  that  he  would  appeal  to  Rome;  nay, 
suppose  he  had  appealed  to  Rome  indeed; 
had  this  been  treason  ?    Nay,  it  wa-s  never  yet 
but  pnemunire;  and  not  praemunire  neither^ 
till  the  sutiite  of  the  27th  of  Edw.  III.  made 
it  so.     But  was  tliis  an  offence  against  the 
king's  crown  and  dignity  ?    But  so  are  many 
offences  tliat  are  not  treason ;  and  are  not,  as 
he  said,  *  crimiua  Isesae  majestatis,*  but  *  cci- 
mma  minutas  majestatis.*— -If,  then,  to  affirm, 
that  the  pope  ought  to  have  jurisdittion  in  a 
temporal  matter  were  uot  treason;  much  less 
were  it  treason  to  affirm  the  same. in  spiritual 
matters:  as  to  say,  that  the  consecration  of 
ahps.  belonged  to  him,  or  tliat  the  order  of 
ser\icc  and  sacraments  ought  to  be  directed 
by  the  see  apostolic.    What  the  judges  have 
said  in  our  law  in  tlie  behalf  of  tlio  pope,  that 
spare  J  here  for  duty's  sake  to  speak,  of.     I 
am  sure  it  was  more  than  I  hav^  hiiliertosaid; 
and  yet  were  they,  I  beheve,  as  skilful  in 
knowing  wliat  treason  was,  and  as  loth  to  o6»' 
fend  tlierein,  as  was  the  gent,  that  went  about 
with  so  many  reasons  to  prove  it  treason ;  nor 
I  doubt  not,  but  even  at  those  times  when 
princes  suffered  this  offence  to  remain  unpu* 
nislicd,  and  when  the  subjects  offended  in  it,  that 
yet  they  ha^l  as  great  a  eare  to  maintain  the^ 
rqyal  dignity  of  the  crown ;  and  were  other-, 
wise  as  void  of  traiterous  hearts  as  those  that 
I  think  themselves  best  snb)e<t5.    And  there- 
!  fore  we  read,  that  in  the  time  JK"  Edw.  I:  the 
pope  willed  thfe  king  to  take  peace  with  3cot- 
land,  and  he  made  nim  answer,  ''  that  tooch*^ 
ing  his  temf  oraiitiesy  he  knew  no  peetin  his 
«Y  ^ 
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realm."  And  the  like  letters  were  sent  in  the 
time  of  lien.  VI.  and  Humfrey,  then  duke  of 
Gloucester,  hurled  them  in  the  fire.  And 
whosoever  jrcadeth  the  statute  of  pnemunire, 
made  in  the  16th  of  Rich.  II.  shall  And  that 
«!1  the  lords,  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  said, 
«'  that  they  would  stick  vith  the  kmg  in  the 
maiutendnccTjf  his  crown  and  dignity.*'  And 
They  were  therefore  severally  examined,  to  the 
intent  that  their  opinion  might  be  known.  If 
tlien ,  it  hatli  been  proved,  that  that  offence 
)iath  not  been  treason,  nor  that  the  offenders 
therein  have  not  otherwise  borne  traiterous 
hearts;  T  tnist,  that  the  offence  being  not  so 
great,  you  will  not  without  c&usc  go  about  to. 
increase  the  punishment. — Let  us  therefore 
never  "go  about  to  aggiHfcve  the  matter,  or 
anako  it  worse  than  it  is;  bat  let  us  consider  it 
in  such  sort  as  it  is  indeed;  that  is,  an  of- 
fence in  religion,  and  an  offence  against  the 
statute  made  in  the  1st  of  the  queen's  maj. 
And  then,  whether  such  an  offence  he  to  be 
ptjnished  by  death,  either  for  the  preservation 
of  the  comnion  peace,  or  else  by  the  express 
laws  of  God,  that  matter  falledi  further  in 
<*onsultation. — As  for  the  scripture,  I  must  con- 
fess myseh'  ignorant  in  them,  ^  the  thin^  that 
is  not  my  profession,  nor  in  which  I  have  been 
exercised:  yet  thus  much  have  I  heard  the 
preachers  say,  that  are  now,  that  though,  in 
ttie  old  law,  idolatry  was  punished  with  death, 
yet  since  the  coming  of  Christ  (who  came  to 
win  the  world  by  peace,  and  bade  "  put  up 
the  sword")  the  greater  punishment  tliat  hath 
1)ocn  taught  by  the  apostles  in  case  of  religion, 
huth  been  by  excommunication.  For  religion, 
they  say,  must  sink  in  by  persuasion ;  it  can- 
not be  pressed  in  by  violence.  And  therefore 
they  called  the  net  of  the  Six  Articles,  that 
was  made  the  3l!5t  of  Ileury  Vlil.  '*  the 
whip  with  the  six  laslies.**  And  as  for  the  deal- 
ints  in  queen  Mark's  days,  they  much  mis- 
liked  them ;  calling  the  bps.  blood-suckers,  and 
'  bade  *  Fie  on  these  tormentors,  that  delighted 
in  nothing  else  hut  in  the  death  of  innocents; 
that  threatened  the  whole  realm  with  tiieir 
iire  and  faggots ;  murtherers ;  that  they  were 
worse  than  C'aiaphas,  worse  than  .Tudas,  worse 
than  the  traitoi-s  that  put  Christ  to  death.' 
And  that  with  such  vehcmency  and  stomach, 
as  I  ah-*ure  you  I  marvel,  how  it  can  possibly 
come  to  pass,  that  they  should  now  desire  to 
cstabli'ih  that  as  a  Inv,  which  diey  thought 
then  so  far  unlawful. — And  indeed  mtmy  a 
»olcmn  clerk  and  holy  father  hath  there  been 
in  the  church,  that  have  much  misliked  that 
cmel  handling;  and  have  wished  rather  the 
opinions  o(  the  men  to  be  taken  a\vay  than 
the  men  themselves;  and  would  have  tliem 
convinced  *  magis  verbo  quam  vi,'  i.  e.  rnihcr 
by  the  word  than  by  the  sword.  IJowbeit, 
what  wan  the  cause,  why  in  all  chrihtian 
realms  otfcnders  in  religion  were  puni^^hed  by 
death:  and  further,  how  far  the  punishment 
tht^t  is  here  devised,  cxccedeth  that  in  rigour 
snd  rrueln- :  and  lastly,  how  offenders  in  this 
case  of  religion  ought  not  to  be  punished  by 


the  one,  nor  by  the  other ;  that  matter  shall  I 
make  so  plain  and  so  evident  unto  you,  that  I 
trust  no  charitable  man  will  consent  to  tb# 
passing  of  tliis  bill. — 1st.  As  for  Excommuni- 
cation, that  was  thought  so  easy  a  punishment, 
that  it  was  the  tiling  tliat  they  gladly  would 
have  wished  for.  For  what  could  please  thera 
better  that  had  already  forsaken  the  true  faith, 
than  to  be  punished  from  the  company  of  dU 
those  that  believe  othenvibc  than  themselves  ? 
Therefore  was  fining  and  ransoming  de\ised 
against  the  Manichecs.  But  that  would  not 
scr\e  ;  for  either  had  they  nothing  to  lose,  or 
cUe  were  willing  to  lose  that  they  had.  Then 
vas  it  further  dcviicd  and  enacted,  that  the/ 
should  be  imprisoned.  Rut  imprisonment' 
would  not  help  neither.  I\)r  the  number  of 
them  was  such  as  the  prisons  could  not  hold 
them ;  and  the  keepers  many  times  were  cor-' 
rupted.  Then  was  banishment  devised  ;  but 
that  was  worst  of  all  other.  For  then  would 
they,  by  their  letters,  openly  defame  those  by 
whom,  for  thoir  naughtiness  they  had  received 
any  damage.  And  further,  not  keeping  their 
consc^ience  to  themselves,  ceased  not  by  preach- 
ing in  woods  and  cellars,  by  dealing  in  hugger- 
muiruer  seditions  books  of  their  own  makmg,' 
keeping  of  midnight-lectures,  making  of  inter- 
ludes and  ballads,  to  allure  other  silly  souls  to 
their  naughtiness;  so  far  forth  that  if  better 
remedy  had  not  been  provided,  this  canker 
would  have  crept  over  the  whole  body  of 
Christendom.  Nor  were  they  so  contented 
neither,  but  fell  to  open  violence,  as  robbing 
and  spoiling  of  cJiurchcs,  and .  taking  other 
mens  goods  from  them.  Insomuch  that  the 
stories  of  the  church  make  mention,  That 
when  the  Macedonians  and  the  Catholics 
should  come  before  the  deputy  of  Philippus, 
for  hearing  of  their  controversy;  and  that  tlie 
throng  was  great,  the  Macedonians  fell  in 
hand  vNirh  thein,  and  said,  that  by  the  num- 
ber of  them  it  should  seem  rather  that  they 
come  to  fight  with  them  than  to  dispute ;  and 
therewith  drew  their  weapons  upon  them,  and 
slew  them  to  the  number  of  3000.  For  which 
violence  of  theirs,  it  was  ordained,  by  consent 
through  Christendom,  that  violence  should  be 
offered  them  again.  And  their  offignce  for 
common  quietness  sake,  and  for  the  peace  of 
the  church,  punished  in  this  sort :  that  is  to 
say,  that  if  it  were  by  open  witness  proved,' 
that  any  had  offended,  that  yet  he  might  ab- 
jure for*  the  first  offence,  if  he  would ;  and' 
upon  penance  and  repentance  made,  be  re- 
c*civcd  into  the  church  agdin.  But  if  he  eft- 
sones  fell  in  relapse,  then  he  should  be  left  to 
the  secular  handi!. — ^Which  punishment,  as  it 
was,  was  yet  much  more  easy,  than  that  which 
is  here  devi::cd.  For  there  you  sec,  unless  he 
had  been  convinced  by  witness  for  some  open 
fact  done,  he  was  without  danger  of  the  law. 
But  here,  though  he  intended  to  live  under  a 
law,  and  keep  his  conscience  to  himself,  yet 
will  we  grope  him,  and  see  what  secretly  lieth 
in  his  breast :  and  to  the  intent  he  shall  not 
dally  wh  us,  we  offer  hiin  an  oath,  which 
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Qiany  a  man  shall  take  that  understnndeth  not 
what  it  meanetli.  There  you  see  the  first  of- 
fence was  not  punished ;  but  he  had  leisure  to 
t>ethiuk  hnn  and  mend.  But  here  the  very 
first  offence  is  punished ;  and  by  what  punish- 
ment? Forsooth,  by  judgment  of  prcmuuire, 
which  is  loss  of  lands  and  goods,  -his  body  in 
prison  at  the  queen's  will  and  pleasure ;  and 
-et  he  is  in  no  great  surety  of  his  life  neitlier. 
'or  if  any  man,  upon  displeasure,  should  kill 
him,  his  triends  might  well  lament  his  death, 
but  they  could  not  punish  it.  For  a  man  at- 
tainted in  premunire,  is  perdie  out  of  the  pi*o- 
tection  of  the  king,  and  of  the  laws.  Yea, 
and  besides  all  this,  not  a  man  dare  give  him 
liis  alms,  lest  he  should  be  an  aider  and  main- 
tainer  within  the  compass  of  tliis  statute. — 
Therefore,  methinks,  the  law  was  a  great  deal 
better,  and  surely  much  more  profitable  for 
the  commonwealth,  that  was  imidc  in  the  1st 
of  the  queen's  maj.  For  there  we  see  the  first 
offence  is  not  so  grievously  punislicd.  And  if 
every  ecclesiastical  person,  every  judge  and 
other  offider,  every  one  that  is  of  the  queen's 
fee,  every  man  that  ^lall  sue  livery,  all  scho- 
lars that  are  in  the  university,  be  sworn,  (as 
^hey  must  be  by  the  same  statute)  what  mis- 
chief can  tliere  be  wrought,  but  it  shall  be  es- 
pied and  quenched  ?  Is  it  not,  tliink  you,  an 
<?asier  way  to  win  men  (for  win  them  wc  must, 
if  we  shall  do  well)  to  leave  a  gap  for  him  open 
to  promotion,  if  he  embrace  these  proceed- 
ings, than  if  he  refuse  them,  to  take  that  he 
J»ath  from  him  ?  Is  it  not  a  sutficient  punish- 
ment for  him,  that  no  man  shall,  by  his  wit 
aiitJ  learning,  so  long  as  he  contiijueth  that 
opinion,  hear  any  oftice,  or  have  any  countc- 
luvnce  in  tliis  commonwealth?  What  better 
proof  can  you  have  of  the  goodness  of  tlie  law, 
tliat  you  sec,  since  that  time,  no  great  breach 
of  the  law;  no  seditious  congregations,  no  tu- 
mult, but  the  common  peace  well  kept,  and 
every  man  livCth  uiuier  a  law  without  disturb- 
ance of  the  queen's  proceedings  ?  8o  that  thnt 
punishment  being  siillicient,  it  is  in  vain  to  de- 
sire a  greater  lo  keep  them  unilcr. — Let  us 
follow  the  example  of  the  queen's  maj.  whose 
gracious  highness  hath  with  such  clemency 
rilled  us,  and  so  tempered  her  justice  with 
mercy,  as  I  ween  never  prince  since  the  con- 
quest hath  for  the  tiuie  reigned  aver  us  in  a 
quieter  peace,  with -more  love  and  less  exaction. 
The  honour  be  to  her  gracious  maj.  and  tJiose 
good  counsellovs  that  have  had  that  statute  in 
i^and .  But  su  ppose  it  were  passed  for  a  law,  what 
great  good  co.uld  we  reckon  should  grow  to  the 
commonwealth  by  it  ?  You  will  say,  a  sort  of 
stubborn  papi^ts  should  be  rid  <mt  of  the  way  ; 
who,  if  they  lived,  would  be  causera  of  sedi^ 
tiou ;  and  sedition  nmst  needs  be  the  cause  of 
desolation.  Surely,  if  the  whole  number,  that 
think  against  the  oath  in  their  consricncc, 
should  refuse  the  oath,  and  for  the  offence  be 
executed ;  the  realm  could  not  chuse  but  be 
BC^uch  weakened,  and  a  great  deal  the  less  able 
to  defend  itself.  We  may  partly  see  it  by  the 
Ijnivgrsitics,  tliat  what  ^vith  ttic  o;ic  side  and 


the  other,  hath  been  so  shaken  for  religion, 
that  learning  is  almost  quite  decayed  in  them. 
And  if  provision  be  not  made,  all  like  to  como 
to  a  barbarous  ignomnce  — But  suppose  yoit 
that  the  greatest  part  will  refuse  tlie  oath.^ 
Think  you  that  all  that  take  it,  will  upon 
the  taking  of  it  cliange  their  consciences  .^ 
Nay,  many  a  false  shrew  there  is  that  will  lay 
his  hjuid  to  the  book,  when  his  heart  shall  lift 
far  off.  Of  this  hath  this  house  fnll  experi- 
ence. For  in  the  bill  of  conveying  over  of 
hordes,  there  was  a  clause,  that  whosoever- 
would  swear  that  it  was  for  his  necessary  tra-i 
vel,  it  was  lawful.  And  because  men  stickcd 
not  at  such  trifle  to  forswear  tliemselves,  that 
clause  was  repealed.  And  upon  like  consider-, 
ation,  by  the  grave  advice  of  this  house,  was 
the  oath  left  out  of  the  subsidy-l»ook.  If  men 
for  such  tjifles  will  forswear  themselves,  it  can- 
not choose  but  be  perilous,  when  their  goods, 
lands,  liberties,  and  lives  shall  depend  upon  it. 
And  namely  upon  a  matter,  \\Jiereof  for  the, 
most  part  they  have  no  knowledge;  but  all 
one  to  them,  whether  it  be  so  or  otherwise. 
And  so  protesting  that  to  be  in  their  con-, 
sciences  whereof  they  stand  in  doubt,  they 
shall  wilfully  forswear  themselves. — And  if 
men  were  seditious  before,  now  will  they  be-^ 
come  ten  times  more  seditious.  Neither  shall 
the  queen's  maj.  be  ever  a  wliit  the  "■  surer,"- 
which  is  the  title,  and  as  it  should  seem  the 
only  meaning  of  tliis  bill.  For  if  any  were  re- 
bellious be(ai*e,  now  ivill  hi*  heart  become 
more  rebeihous;  for  that  he  is  cnt;)rced  to 
perjur\':  and  that  mischief  will  secretly  keep 
10  iiis  'mind,  and  shew  it  then,  when  he  tijink-. 
eth  it  will  do  most  hann.  Or  else,  if  he  bo 
not  thus  wickedly  disposed,  then  will  he  linger, 
on  in  despair,  and  with  violence  at  the  last 
seek  to  destroy  himself^  which  were  too  lament- 
able to  hear  of:  and  we  the  cause  of  all  this, 
mischief..  Let  us  therefore,  for  the  honour  of 
God,  leave  all  malice,  and  notwithstanding 
religion ^  let  us  love  together.  For  it  is  no 
point  of  reliirioo,  one  to  hate  another.  liet  us 
make  an  end  of  dinsioix,  for  fe«r  lest  our  ene- 
mies, who  arc  mighty  and  now  in  the  field,  miaht 
perad venture,  finding  us  at  dissention  among 
ourselves,  the  easilier  vanquish  us.  Whereas,  if 
we  can  agree  and  love  together,  there  shall  be 
no  doubt  but;  we  shall  put  tliem.  now  to  tlie 
worst  whom  we  have  often  vanquished  before. 
Let  us  do  as  the  good'  mother  did  before  Solo- 
mon, wl)o  when  she  had  contention  before  the 
wise  king  for  her  o\vn  child  with  tlie  common 
harlot,  and  that  the  matter  went  so  hard,  that 
he  could  not  tell  to  whom  to  give  it,  but 
thought  to  divide  it ;  tiie  tender  love  of  the 
mother,  considering  that  the  child's  division 
should  be  tl\e  cliild's  destruction,  could  not 
suffer  tliat,  but  was  content  to  yield  up,  and 
LMve  away  her  interest.  So  let  us,  for  the 
lave  of  Cod,  forget  and  fui^ive  all  ^r\eh  for 
the  common  weal  ell's  sake,  and  let  us  love  one 
another:  for  so  shall  no  division  work  the  de- 
solation of  our  kingdom.  And  when  we  ha^^e. 
done  all,  to  this  we  mubt  come  at  last.    We 
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tee  in  Germany,  where,  after  so  long  conten-  |  that  your  niaj.  hath  at  this  time  assemblod 
tion,  and  so  great  'destruction  and  waste  of  your  pari,  for  supplying  and  redressing  the 
tneir  country,  at  fast  they  are  come  to  this  greatest  wants  and  defaults  in  your  common- 
point;  tiiat  tlie  papist  and  protestant  can  now  weal,  and  for  the  establishing  the'  surety  oF 
quietly  talk  together,  and  never  tall  out  abont  tlie  same;  which  your  maj/s  most  gracious 
tlie  niattcr.  I  beseech  you,  therefore,  right  !  meaning  hath  been  at  your  commaiidment 
bun.  that  you  will  v\fll  remember  the  trust  ,  signified  unto  us,  by  the  right  hon.  the  lord 
that  your  country  putteth  m  you;  and  since  >  keeper  your  great  seal  of  England;  namely  in 
you  have  the  sword  in  your  Jiand  to  strike,  be  this,  that  he  willed  us  first  to  have  considera- 
well  aware  whom  you  strike.  For  some  shall  ,  tion  of  the  greatest  matters  that  neurest 
you  strike  that  are  your  near  friends,  some  j  touched  the  state  of  the  realm,  and  the  pre-^ 
your  kinsmen,  bot'  sul  your  counti'ymen,  and  servation  thereof,  seeming  therein  also  to  ex- 
even  Christians.  And  though  you  may  Hke  press  unto  us  the  conformity  of  your  ma|.'s 
these  doings,  yet  may  ir,  be  that  your  heirs  af^  |  mind,  in  ha^^ng'principal  resjject  to  the  mat-" 
tei  you  may  mislike  ihcm;  an«l  then  farewel  ■  ters  of  greatest  weight;  and  for  that  respect 
your  name  and  worship.  Remember  that  men  1  asscmbhng  this  your  pari.  And  forasmuch  as 
that  otVcnd  this ,way,  otFcnd  not  as  murderers  !  your  said  subjects  see  nothing  in  this  whole 
and  thieves  do,  that  is,  of  malice  and  wicked  estate  of  so  great  importance  to  yourmiy.  and. 
intent,  but  through  conscience  and  zeal,  at  I  the  whole  realm,  nor  so  necessary  at  this  time 
leasts a\s  through  opinion  of  reHsion."  And  if  j  to  be  reduced  to  certainty,  aft  the  sure  conti- 
it  slmll  happen  them  to  die  in  the  wrong  opi-  j  nuance  of  the  govt,  of  the  imperial  crown 
nion,  then  bhall  we  not  only  destroy  the  bo-  j  thereof,  and  the  most  lion,  issue  of  your  body 
dies,  of  whirh  there  is  no  small  force,  but  their  I  (which  Almighty  God  send  us  to  your  highneoTf 
souls,  which  is  a  loss  that  can  never  be  reco-  \  comfort)  and  for  want  thereof,  in  some  certain 
vered.  And  if  they  should  do  it  against  their"!  hmitation  to  guide  the  obedience  of  our  pos^ 
consciences,  to  save  their  lives,  and  seem  per-  i-terity;  and  where  Almiphiy  God,  to  our  great 
adventure  ill  doubt  of  the  matter;  then  should  terror  and  dreadful  warning,  lately  touched 
they  fall  unio  perjury,  and  we  become  causers  your  highness  with  some  danger  of  your  most* 
of  it.  And  siih  they  keep  their  consciences  noble  person,  by  sickness;  from  which  so  soon 
to  themselves,  and  live  under  a  law,  why  are  as  your  grace  was,  by  God's  favour  and  mercy 
they  to  br  punished  by  so  sharp  a  law?  And  to  us,  recovered,  your  highness  sent  out  your 
thour;h  some  peradventure  have  offended  you,  writs  of  pari,  by  force  whereof  your  sub- 
yet  do  not  for  th^ir  sakes  punish  the  rest,  who  jecb  arc  at  this  time  assembled;  your  said 
neyer  offended  you;  but  rather  for  the  others  subjects  are  both  by  the  necessity  and  iihpor- 
~bakes,  who  are  the  greater  number,  forgive  all.  1  tance  of  the  matter,  and  by  the  convenience 
Follow  thr  example  of  the  good  mother  in  So-  of  the  time  of  calling  them  immediately  upon 
lomf>n,  or  rather  the  e>(ample  of  the  queen's  your  recovery,  enforced  to  gather,  and  con- 
maj.  whom  I  pray  God  ma^  l6ng  reign  over  ,  fess,  that  }'o'ur  maj.  of  your  most  ^acious  and" 
iis,  and  her  issue  after  her."  '       i  mothei-ly  care  for  them  and  their  posterity,*^ 

Another  l^etition'  of  the  Commons  for  the  ,  have  summoned  this  pari,  principally  for  esta- 
Queen  to  w«nry.]  In  this  session  the  affair  of,  blishingofsome  certain  limitation  of  the  imperial 
the  quecn!g  Marriage  and  settling  the  Siicces-  crown  of  vour  realm,  for  preservation  of  your 
,  sion  u as  again  renewed.  Jan.  16th,  a  motion  subjects  fwm  certain  and  utter  destruction ; 
was  made  in  the  commons,  and  on  the  19th,  (if  the  same  should  not  b^  provided  in  your 
the  Speaker  and*  24  more  were  appointed  a  life,  which  God  long  continue.)  They  cannot, 
comn)ictee  to  draw  up  the  form  of  a  Petition  I  say,  but  acknowTedjge  your  mai.  hath  most 
to  hfr  maj.  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  Gn  the  graciously  considered  the  great  dangers,  the 
38th,  the  Speaker,  with  the  whole  house,  at-  unspeakable  miseries  of  civil  wars,  the  perilous 
tended  on  the  qiicen ;  and,  after  a  short  ora-  intermingling  of  foreign  princes  with  sclditious, 
tion  of  his  own,  delivered  their  petition  to  her.  '  ambitious  and  factious  subjects  at  home;  the' 
The  fonh  of  which  is  preserved  in  D'Ewes's  |  waste  of  noble  houses,  the  slap fbter  of  people, 
Journal,  as  follows:    ,  j  subversion  of  towns;  intermission  of  all  things 

**  Your  Commons,  in  this  your  maj.'s  pre-  ;  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  of  the  realm,' 
sent  pari,  assembled,  most  high  and  mighty  unsurety  of  alt  men's  possessions,  lives  anc^ 
princess,  oiir  most  dread  sover*eign  lady,  as  estates;  daily  interchange  of  attainders  an<| 
they  do  daily,  to  their  commodity  and  com-  ;  treasons.  All  these  mischiefe,  and  infinite 
fort,  feel  and  receive  the  inestimable  benefits  others,  most  likely  and  evident,  if  your  maj. 
of  your  \\w<t  gracious  govt,  of  this  your  realm,  should  be  taken  from  us,  withoot  known  heir, 
in  peace  and  surety,  .so  do  also  most  thank-  ;  (which  God  forbid)  to  fell  upon  your  subjects, 
fully  acknow'ledgo  the  same,  beseeching  Al-  to  the  utter  subversion  of  the  whole,  whereof 
Eighty  God  long  to  ble^  and  continue  your  you  have"  charge  under  God:  if  good  pro- 
most  prosperous  reign  over  them;  and  among  :  vision  should  not  be  had  in  this  behwf.  Yoiir 
ill  these  benefits  which  they  daily  receive  of .  maj.  hath  weighed  the  examples  of  foreign 
your  highness,  they  have  at  this  time  willed  nations,  as  what  ensued  the  death  of  great 
nie,  in  their  names,  to  recognize  unto  youi*  j  Alexander,  when  for  want  of  certain  heirs  by 
highnesF,  that  they  account  it  not  the  least,  I  him  begotten,  or  appomted,  the  variety  of 
t«it  rather  ainong  the  greatest  of  them  all,  '  titles^  the  diversity  of  dispositions  in  them  that 
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had  titles,  the  ambition   of  them  tha(  onder 
colour  of  doubtfulbcss  of  title  forsook  all  obe- 
filence  of  titles,  destroyed  his  dominions,  and 
wasted  posterity  with  mutual  wars  and  slaugh- 
ters :   in  what  miserable   case  also  was  this 
x'ealm  itself,  when  the  title  of  the  crown  was 
tossed   in   question,   between   the   two   royal 
houses  of  Lancaster  and  York,  till  your  most 
noble  progenitors  Henry  VII.   and  the  lady 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  restored  it  to  a  settled  uni- 
ty, and  left  the  crown  in  a  certain  course  of 
succession?    These  things  as  your  maj.  hath, 
Upon  your  own  danger,  most  graciously  con- 
sidered for  our  comfort  and  safety;  so  we  most 
bumble  subjects,  knowing  the  preservation  <^f 
ourselves,  and  all  our  posterity,   to  depend 
upon    the  safety   of  your  maj/s  mpst  royal 
person,  have  most  carefully  and  diligently  con- 
^dered,  how  the  want  of  heirs  of  your  body, 
and  certain  limitation  of  succession  after  you, 
H  most  perilous  to  your  highness,  whom  God 
long  preser\'e  amongst  us.     We  have  been  ad- 
monished of  the  great  malice  of  your  foreign 
enemies,   which  even  in  your  lifetime  have 
sought  to  transfer  the  dignity  and  right  of  your 
crown   to   a  stranger;  we  have  noted   their 
daily  most  dangerous  practices  against  your 
life  and  reign  ;  we  have  heard  of  some  subjects 
of  this   land,    most  unnaturally  confederated 
vithyour  enemies,  to  attempt  the  destruction 
of  your  maj.  and  us  all  that  live  by  you;  we 
fear  a  faction  of  heretics  in  your  realm,  con- 
tentious and  malicious  Vapists,  lest  they  most 
unnaturaliy  against  their  country,  most  madly 
against  their  own   safety,   and  most  treach- 
erously against  your  highness,  not  only  hope 
for  the  woful  day  pf  your  death,  but  also  lay 
in   wait  to   advance  some  title,  under  which 
they  may  revive  their  late  unspeakable  cifuelty^ 
to  the  destruction  of  goods,  possessions  and 
bodies,  and  thraldom  of  the  souls  and  con- 
sciences of  your  faithful  and  Christian  sub- 
jects ;  we  see  nothing  to  withstand  their  desire, 
i)ut  yburonly  life ;  their  nnkindness  «nd  cruel- 
ly  wo  have   tasted;    we  fear  much  to  what 
Uttenipt  the  hope  of  such  opportunity  (nothing 
withstandinj^  tnem   but  your  Kfe)  will  move 
tjiem ;  we  hnd  how  necessary  it  is  for  your 
preservation,  that  tliere  be  more  bounds  set 
betwcei^our  maj/s  life  ^nd  their  desire;  we 
see,  on  ^le  other  side,  hqw  there  can  be  no 
such  danger  to  your  maj.  by  ambition  of  any 
apparent  heur  established  by  your  benefit  dud 
advancement,  for  want  of  is^uc  of  your  maj.'s 
royal  body,  as  you  are  now  subject  unto,  by 
reason  of  their  aesire  and  hope;  we  know  not 
how  many  pretend  titles  and  trus^  to  succeed 
you,  whose   secret  desire  we  so  much  more 
fear,  because  neither  their  number,  force,  nor 
likelihood   of  disposition,  is  known  unto  us ; 
and  so  we  can  die  less  beware  of  them  for 
your  preser\'ation. — ^We   find  also,   by   good 
proof,  that  the  certain  limitation  of  the  crown 
of  France,  hath  in   that  realm  procured  so 
preat  quiet,  as  neither  the  person  of  the  prince 
in  possession  hath  been  ind angered  by  secret 
or  opcD  practice ;  nor  the  commiDweal  mo- 


lested by  civil  dissention,  through  any  quarr^ 
attempted,  for  the  title  of  that  crown.     And 
somewhat  near  home,  we  have  remembrcd  the 
miserable  estate   of  Scotland,  after  the  deati^ 
of  king  Alejuinder,  without  any  certain  heir, 
or  limitation  to  whom  the  crown  of  Jvxitland 
should  remain ;  by  reason  whereof  the  whol« 
estate  of  that  realm  "was  left  open  to  the  am-; 
bition  of  many  competitors,  and  most  grievous 
desolation   and  spoil,    that  grew   iipon  such 
division ;  which  afterwards  gave  occasion  tot 
king  James  W  to  limit  the  crown  of  Scotland 
to  certain  noble  iamihes  of  that  realm  ;  where-i 
by   they,   at  this  present,   enjoy  that  quiet 
surety  which  we  want.     And  all  your  maj/* 
most  noble  progenitors,  kings  of  this  realm, 
liave  been  in  this  behalf  so  careful,  tliat  from 
the  conquest  till  this  present  day,   the  realm 
Tvas  never  left,  as  it  is  now,  without  a  certaiu 
heir,  living  and  known,  to  whom  the  crowu, 
after  the  death  of  the  prince,  should  appern 
"tain.    So,  as  your  maj.  of  your  singular  cara 
for  us,  and  our  posterity,  hatli  at  tliis  time 
assembled  us^  for  establishing  this  great  and 
only  stay  of  our  safeties :  wp  again,  most  gra- 
cious sovereign  lady,  acknowledge  ourselves^ 
and  all  that  we  have,  to  depend  upon  your. 
preser\-ation,  bein^  according  to  our  bounden 
duty,  most  careftil  of  the  same,  are  ^  most 
humble  manner  come  to  your  maj.'s  prSence: 
and  I,  the  mouth  appointed  for  them,   to- 
gether with,  and  in  the  name  of  all  your  most 
loving,  natural  and  obedient  subjects,  do  pre- 
sent unto  you  our  most  lowly  suit  and  petition. 
That  forasmuch  as  of  your  uiaj/s  person  would 
come  the  most  redoubted  and  best  heirs  of 
your  crowii,  such  as  in  time  to  come  we  would 
'most  comfortably  see,  and  our  posterity  most 
joyfully  obey :   it  may  please  your  most  exc* 
maj.  for  our  sakes,  for  our  preservation  and 
comforts,    and  at  otir  most  humble  suit,    to 
take  to  yourself  some  hon.  husband,  whom  it 
shall  please  you  to  join  unto  in  marriage; 
whom,  whatsoever  he  be  that  your  maj.  shall 
choose,  we  protest  and  promise,  with  all  hu- 
mility and   reverence,   to  honour,   love  and 
serve,  as  to  our  most  bounded  duty  shall  ap- 
pertain.    And  where   by   the  statute  which 
your  most  noble  father  assented  unto,  for  tlic 
limitation  of  the  succession  of  the  crown  of 
this  realm,   your  maj.  is  the  last  expressly 
named  witliin  the  body  of  the  said  act;  and 
for  that  your  subjects  cannot  judge,  nor  da 
know  an^  thinjg  of  the  form  or  validity  of  any 
further  limitations,  left  incertain  for  want  oC 
heirs  of  your  body,  whereby  some  great  dan- 
gerous doubt  remained!  in  their  hearts,'  ta 
their  great  grief,  peril  and  unquietness :  it  may 
also  please  your  maj.   by  proclamation  of  cer- 
tainty already  provided,  if  any  such  be,  or  ebo 
by  limitations  of  certainty,  if  none  be,  to  pro- 
vide a  most  gracious  remedjr  in  this  great 
necessity;    which,   by   your  most  hon.    and 
mqtlierly    careftilness  for   them,   hath  occa- 
sioned this  asisembly ;  that  in  this  convenient 
time  of  pari,  upon  your  late  dauger  most  gra-i 
ciously  called;  by  you,  for  that  cause^  youir 
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trace  may  now  extend  to  us  that  great  beue- 
t,  whrch  otherwise,  or  at  otiicr  times,  per- 
haps, shall  never  be  able  to  be  done  aqain ;  .so 
not  only  we,  but  all  oui-b  hereafter,  and  for 
ever,  Hhal!  owe  no  less  to  your  maj/s  propa^ia- 
tion  of  succespion,  than  we  do  already  owe  to 
Tour  most  tajnous  grandfather,  kinj:  lien.  VII. 
Lis  uniting  of  division.  And  your  subjects,  on 
tbeir  behalfs,  for  your  maj.*s  turther  a^Mlranre, 
whereupon  their  own  preservation  wljollv  dc- 
pendeth,  shall  employ  tl)cir  whole  endeavours, 
and  wits,  and  power,  to  renew,  devise  and 
C:$tablish  tlie  most  stronj;  and  beneficial  acts 
and  laws  of  presenation  and  surety  of  your 
maj.  and  of  your  issue,  in  the  imperial  crown 
of  this  realm ;  and  the  mo^t  penal,  sharp  and 
terrible  statutes,  to  all  that  shall  but  once  prac- 
tise, and  attempt,  or  conceive  a^ainrt  your 
yatety;  that  by  any  pos«ihlc  means  tluy  may 
invent  or  establish,  with  such  limit aiions  of 
conditions,  and  restraints  to  all  in  remainders, 
such  grievous  pains,  and  narrow  animadver- 
sions to  all  that  shall  enterprizc  or  imagine  any 
thing  in  prejudice  of  your  highness,  and  your 
issue,  as  your  maj.  shall  not  have  any  cause  of 
suspicion,  but  most  assured  ground  of  confi- 
dence in  all  your  faithful  subjects,  continually 
watching  and  warding  for  your  preservation, 
which  ^od  lotig  continue,  that  you  may  see 
your  childrens  children,  to  his  honour  and  our 
comfort,  and  incline  your  gracious  car  to  our 
most  humble  petitions." 

No  answer  was  returned  to  this  Petition, 
till  the  lO^h  of  Feb.;  and  then  mr.  Comp- 
troller, anl  mr.  .Sot'retar\',  acquainted  the 
house,  **  'i'hat  her  mHJ.  doubted  not  but  the 
pravc  hrad^j  of  tiiis  \vnt^c  <lid  riuht  well  ron- 
skler  that  she  forfrnt  not  tht-  ',uit  •>r  thi<^  h(>l;^(^ 
ii)r  the  Surrfsyio'i :  the  matter  l)v:n:r  <o  woijh- 
ty,  nor  coi.ld  forget  it.  Km  she  wilU-d  the 
young  heads  to  take  example  of  their  an- 
cient^.'*  We  may  lelicvf  this  >ho\t  ai;-uer  to 
their  long  address  was  not  well  itlivljj;'!  by  thi- 
C'otniiions;  but  still,  no  farther  nolixe*  was 
taken  of  if,  'till  tin;  10th  of  Aprit ;  whrn,  the 
bills  being  all  reaily  fur  tlie  royal  aj^^^eut,  the 
queen  came  to  the  f^jrds,  in  the  afternoon; 
and,  on  presenting  the  bills,  the  Sjx^aker  of 
the  CouHnons  made  the  following  speech  : — 

**  This  it  js,  most  excellent  and  virtuous 
princess,  Kr.  As  nature  gi\eih  to  e\ery  rea- 
sonable creature  to  ^peak,  so  it  is  a  grate  to 
be  well  learned ;  and  I  representinc:  the  mouth 
of  such  a  body  as  cannot  }-[)cak  for  itself,  and 
in  the  presence  of  your  maj.*s  person  and  no- 
bles, must  most  humbly  desire  and  crave  of 
▼our  highness,  to  bear  with  my  imperftctions. 
Yhis  commonwealth  hath  been,  by  God's  pro- 
Tidencc,  first  instituted,  and  since,  )»y  mans 
policy,  continued;  whereiii  justice  and  good 
counsel  is  most  to  be  preferred  :  fur  ancient 
law-makers,  and  authors  of  good  laws,  be 
worthy  to  be  praised,  and  had  in  perpetual 
remcmbennice ;  and  such  arc  the  laws  that  we 
fcavc  made  in  this  commonwealth,  as,  in  my 
©pinion,  do  excell  and  pas.s  all  other  human 
lav<  b. — Amongst  divert  authoi  a  of  good  laws. 


we  have  set  forth  unto  us,  to  the  end  they\ 
should  not  be  forgotten,  3  queens;  the  1st 
Palestina,  the  queen,  reigning  before  the  de- 
luge, who  made  laws  as  well  concerning  peace 
as  war.  The  2ud  was  Ceres,  the  queen,  which 
made  laws  concerning  evil-doers.  And,  the 
3rd  was  Marc,  wife  of  Bathilacus,  mother  to. 
Stillicus,  the  king,  who  enacted  Jaws  for  the 
maintenance  and  preservation  of  the  good  and 
well-doers. — And  since  tliat  time,  Ethcldred, 
a  king  in  this  realm,  establiJied  laws,  and  set 
in  most  beaten,  hi^h,  and  cross  ways,  a  cross, 
and  therein  a  hand,  with  a  ring  of  gold,  point- 
ing to  the  most  usual ;  which  als(*  stood  uutaken 
away  or  diminished  during  bis  life*  And  so 
vou  are  the  4th  queen,  establisher  of  good 
laws,  our  most  dread  sovereign  lady,  for 
your  time,  as  happy  as  any  of  the  tlirec;  which 
happiness  for  the  present  I  let  slip,  and  de- 
sire, as  all  our  hearts  do,  that  some  happy 
marriage  to  your  contentation  mi^ht  shortly  be 
brought  to  pass.  Your  maj.  findmg  this  rcalui 
out  of  order,  and  full  of  abuses,  have  conti- 
nually had  a  special  care  to  reform  the  said 
abuses;  and  for  the  more  expelling  thereof^ 
have  Congregated  together  thi»  assembly, 
whereby  partly  to  your  contentation,  for  Ve- 
fonnation  of  the  same  to  its  old  pristine  estate, 
and  for  money  and  peace,  ia^  all  that  chiefly 
we  have  done ;  for  which  purposes  we  have 
agreed  upon  and  made  certain  laws,  which,^^ 
until  your  maj.  have  granted  your  royal  a:>- 
senl,  and  so  given  life  thereunto,  cannot  be 
called  laws. — And  herein  requiring  ot'  your 
maj.  3  petitions,  two  for  the  commons,  an^t 
one  for  myself;  the  1st,  for  such  laws  as  they 
have  made,  being  as  yet  without  lite,  and  so 
no  laws;  that  it  would  please  your  maj.  to 
grant  Y«>'Jr  royal  assent  unto  them.  Cnd,  that 
your  lii-zhness  would  accept  their  doings  in 
good  part,  that  the  imperfections  of  their  la- 
bours by  your  acceptance  may  be  supplied ; 
lor,  as  :ipj  {  arcili  in  sundry  histories,  the  per- 
sons of  those  princes  and  subjects  have  lonj; 
rontinned,"  which  have  well  used  t'l.>emsel\ es 
one  towjud  the  other;  wliich,  without  neplect- 
inj;  of  my  duty,  1  cannot,  in  your  pretence,  so 
let  slip:  for,  as  it  appcarcili  in  divers  liisiorit«„ 
the  noble  Alexander  having  prescnied  unto 
him,  by  one  of  his  poor  soldier.-*,  the  ^ead  of 
one  of  his  enemies,  he,  not  forgetting  the  ser- 
vice of  hi>  sc»idier,  although  herein  ♦  he  had 
done  but  his  duty,  gave  unto  him  a  cup  of 
gold,  which  first  the  soldier  refused;  but  after 
that  Alexander  had  commanded  it  to  be  fillcil 
with  wine,  and  delivered  him,  he  received  it; 
whereby  appenrcth  the  noble  and  liheral  heajt 
of  the  said  Alexander,  Also  Xenophon,  writ- 
ing of  the  life  of  Cyrus,  who  being  liberal  of 
gifts,  having  vanquished  Crtiisus,  and  he  nnir- 
vellcd  at  his  liberality,  said,  "  it  were  better 
to  keep  it  by  him,  than  so  lil)eniny  to  depart 
from  it;"  unto  whom  Cyrus  answered,  "  that 
his  treasure  was  innumerable;  and  appointed 
Crcrsus  a  day  to  see  the  same;  and  thereupow 
took  order,  that  his  subjects  should,  before 
that  time,  oring  ha  their  treasure;  which  bt^' 
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ine  innttmcrable,  and  more  than  Cyrus  by  any 
otTier  means  could  have  given,  Cnpsus  much 
vundered  thci-eat;  Cyrus  said,  "  diou  cause.st 
me  to  take  of  my  subjects,  and  retain  the 
same ;  but  what  need  i  to  take,  when  they  so 
frankly  will  bring  it  unto  me ;  and  so  as  occa- 
sion §encth,  ready  continually  to  supply  my 
want?  Therefore  now  can  I  be  but  rich,  bav- 
in;: sudi  subjects  ?  But  if  they  by  any  nieuns 
were  poor,  then  were  I  poor  also/'  Which 
Two  worthy  examples  of  Alexander  and  Cyrus 
your  maj.  hath  not  forgotten  to  pursue;  but 
with  the  like  zeal  have  hitherto  always  used 
us,  and  now  especially  at  tJiis  present,  by  your 
most  gracious  and  free  pardon ;  for  the  which, 
and  all  otlier,  tliey  by  me  their  mouth,  do 
most  humbly  thank  you ;  acknowledging  such 
and  so  much  love  and  zeal  of  their  parts  to^ 
wards  your  maj.  as  ever  any  subjects  did  bear 
towards  their  prince  and  governor.  And  in 
-  token  thereof,  with  one  assent,  to  otfer  to  your 
'  highness  one  subsidy  and  two  15ths,  most 
humbly  bcscecbing  your  maj.  to  accept  it,  not 
in  recompence  of  your  benefits,  but  also  as  a 
token  of  their  duty,  as  the  poor  widow's  far- 
thing was  accepted,  as  appeareth  in  the  scrip- 
ture. 3rd,  that  it  may  also  like  your  maj.  to 
accept  my  humble  thanks  in  allowing,  and  ad- 
mitting me,  being  unworthy  of  this  place,  and 
bearing  witli  ray  unworthy  service;  and  last  of 
all,  my  unfitting  words,  up)^dish  and  rude 
speech;  be;Miechni^  God  to  mclinc  your  maj.*s 
heart  to  niiuriage,  and  that  he  will  so  bless 
and  send  you  good  success  thereunto,  that  we 
may  sec  the  fruits  and  children  that  may  come 
thereof;  so  that  Vou  and  they  may  pro.spcr- 
^usly,  and  as  long  time  reign  over  us,  as  ever 
did  any  kings  or  princes;  which  God  for  his 
mercies'  sake  grant  unto  us." 

Then  die  (^ucen  called  the  Lord  Keeper  unto 
iier,  commanding  him,  in  her  name,  to  answer 
the  Speaker,  as  she  then  declaied  unto  him, 
M'hich  he  did,  as  folio weth : 

**  Mr.  Speakfcr,  tlie  queen's  nraj.  hatli  heard 
how  humbly  and  discreetly  you  have  declared 
the  proceedings,  and  for  answer  hath  com- 
manJed  me  that  I  should  uifer  3  or  4  things. 
The  1st,  for  her  royal  assent  to  the  acts  made 
at  this  pari.  2nd,  how  comfortably,  and  also 
thankfully,  her  maj.  acccpteth  your  liberality. 
And,  3rd,  for  tlie  executing  of  the  laws.  Here, 
mj  lords  and  ma.sters,  although  I  cannot  de- 
clare or  open  it  unto  you,  as  her  maj.  hath 
tommandcd«me ;  and  therefore  willingly  would 
hold  my  tongue,  if  1  might;  which,  for  that  I 
cannot  be  excused,  I  say  unto  you,  as  follow- 
Cth;  not  doubting  of  her  highnesses  clemency 
in  bearing  with  me  herein.  1st,  hermjy.  con- 
sidcreth  bow  wisely  you  have  done  for  the  abo^ 
lishing  of  the  Romish  power,  the  common 
enemy  of  this  realm ;  remembering  your  care 
for  the  defence  of  the  same  realm,  your  re- 
fpexts  for  the  maintenance  or  victual,  the  ba- 
nisliraent  of  vagabonds,  and  relief  of  the  poor, 
with  others;  and  therefore  alloweth  your  wor- 
thy proceedings  herein.  2nd,  your  liberality 
aud  beucvolcuce,  wherein  your  wise  consider- 
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ations  towards  her  charges  is  by  her  maj. 
taken  in  thankful  part;  and  I  take  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  put  yoa  in  remembrance,  tliat  al- 
thoudi  ihib  subsidy  is  made,  and  to  be  borue 
by  subjects,  not  daily  accustomed  tliereunto, 
yet  that  at  her  fir>t  entrance  she  had  the  hke; 
and  that  the  grant  thereof  is  more  liberal  thiiu 
afore  hath  been  accustomed,  and  that  it  is  of 
your  necessity,  yet  it  is  to  withstand  a  greater 
necessity,  that  for  fault  theieof  \\ould  el«;e 
have  ensued ;  and  therefore  that  penny  is  well 
sjient  that  saveth  a  groat;  which  also  hath 
been  granted,  neither  with  persuasions,  threats, 
nor  sharp  words,  which  afore  this  time  hatli 
been  accustomed,  but  by  one  general  consent 
of  you  all;  wherein  appeareth  your  good  wills 
and  benevolent  minds  you  bear  to  her  maj. 
which  zeal  she  inobt  kindly  accepteth;  and,  as 
she  hath  cause,  thanketh  you.  Again,  by  her 
maj.'s  command,  she,  remembering  by  whom, 
why,  and  to  whom  this  was  granted,  cloth  thank 
as  ire^ly  as  you  have  granted,  the  most  part 
whereof  hath  been  accepted;  and  lest  those 
that  have  so  freely  oflered  should  not  be  so  ' 
ready  toward  the  gathering,  thinketh  it  much 
better  to  lose  tlie  sum  granted,  than  to  lose 
your  benevolent  minds.  3rd,  to  the  execution 
of  lavvs  I  have  little  to  say,  although  the  whole 
.substance  consisteth  therein;  because  I  did, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  pari,  declare  my  opi- 
inon  in  that  matter;  ai\d  therefore,  as  now 
you  have,  to  your  chaises,  taken  pains  in 
making  good  laws,  so  put  to  your  helps,  to  see 
the.-e  itiid  all  others  executed;  for  as  it  is  in- 
fallible, that  a  thing  done  unconstrained  is 
much  bettor  than  when  they  be  constrained 
thereunto;  c\fu  so  licr  maj.  willeth  you  to 
look  well,  without  more  words,  to  the  execu- 
tion, lest  her  g;ace  should  be  driven  to  do,  as 
-be  duih  in  her  ecclesiastical  laws,  make  com- 
mi-isions  to  enqufre  whether  they  be  done  or 
no;  whereby  slie  shall  know  those  justices  and 
othct  rs,  who  have  done  tlicir  duty,  and  are  to 
be  used  in  service  of  justice,  whereof  her  u>aj, 
dosircnh  to  have  many;  and  again  sU©  shall 
understand  who  arc  to  be  baiTed  from  the 
like  rooms,  and  tlit>  penal  statutes  to  be  on 
them  executed,  after  this  gentle  wt^rning; 
which  enquiry  I  know  is  IJke  to  fall  on  me,  as 
Will  as  another.  Iio^^beit,  if  justice  be  not 
executed  1  >hnll  he  glad  to  see  this  order  taken, 
Notwithstunding,  her  maj,  hopeth  that  this 
her  admonition  shall  not  need;  Ibr  that  you 
see  laws  without  execution  bq  as  a  torch 
unhVhted,  or  body  without  a  souh  therefore, 
look  well  to  tht'  executing.  Here  endcth  the 
3  thini^s  which  her  inaj.  commanded  me  to 
say  unto  you.  Bc'-ides  this,  her  maj,  h^th  to 
ans^%er  your  petition>.  And  as  to  tlie  first,  in 
which  you  desire  her  royal  assent  to  such. 
nmttcrs  as  you  have  a.rreed  upon  ;  to  that  she 
«aith,  how  at  this  present  she  is  come  for  that 
purpose.  And  for  your  other  petitions,  to 
accept  in  good  part,  as  well  your  service  as 
the  travails  aufl  doings  of  the  nether  house, 
this  pari. :  to  that  she  ansuercth,  how  llmt  bho 
doth  not  only  accept  them  in  good  part,  im^ 
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t^  thanketh  both  you  uad  them  for  the 
same*  And  touching  your  request  before  this, 
made  unto  her,  for  her  Marriage  and  Succcs- 
aion :  because  it  is  of  such  importance,  where- 
by I  doubted  my  own  opening  thereof,  I  thcrc- 
ibfe  desired  her  maj.  that  her  meaning  might 
b^  written,  which  she  batii  done,  and  dcHvcrcd 
came  to  be  read,  as  foUoueth: 

"  Since  there  can  be  no  duer  debt  than 
princeh'  words,  which  I  -would  observe,  there- 
fore I  answer  to  the  same.  Thus  it  is;  the  2 
petitions  which  you  made  unto  me  do  contain 
ft  thmgs,  my  Marriage,  and  Succession  after 
me.  For  the  1st,  if  I  had  let  slip  too  much 
time,  or  if  my  strength  had  been  decayed, 
jrou  might  the  better  have  spoke  therein ;  or 
^auy  think  I  never  meant  to  try  that  life,  they 
be  deceived ;  but  if  I  may  hereafter  bend  my 
mind  thereunto,  the  rather  for  fiillilJing  your 
request,  I  shall  be  therewith  very  well  content. 
For  tlie  2nd,  the  greatness  thereof  maketh  me 
to  say  and  pray,  flmt  I  may  linjrer  here  in  this 
vale  of  misery  for  your  comtort;  wherein  I 
have  witness  of  my  study  and  travail,  for  your 
Mirety:  and  I  cannot,  with  'nunc  dimittis,' 
end  my  life,  without  I  see  some  foundation  of 
your  surety  after  my  grave-stone.*' 

After  which,  her  msij.  gave  the  royal  assent 
ti>  31  public  and  17  private  acts.  And  then 
the  lord  keeper  prorogued  this  pari,  to  the  2d 
ofi  Oct.  next  ensuing.  The  principal  acts 
passed  in  this  ses&iOu  were,  1.  An  act 
against  fond  and  fantastical  Prophecies: 
S.  An  act  against  Conjurations,  Lnchant^ 
nicnts  and  Witchcrafb.  3.  An  act  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  writ  de  Excomnmni- 
CHto  capiendo.  Several  good  laws  were  made 
for  the' relief  of  the  Poor;  the  punishment  of 
tliose  Vagabonds,  called  Egyptians,  and  Forgers 
of  Evidences;  as,  also,  such  as  should  commit 
Sodomy  or  Peijury.  Otlier  acts  were  made 
for  well-ordering  of  the  Royal  Navy;  for  the 
support  and  improvement  of  Tillage.  Several 
attainders  were  also  reversed ;  amongst  which 
that  of  the  children  of  Cranmer,  late  abp.  of 
Canterbury,  is  the  most  remarkable.  An  act 
was  passed  for  a  translation  of  tiie  bible,  and 
other  divine  offices,  into  the  Welsh  tongue. 
Lastly,  an  act  was  made  declaring  the  autho- 
rity of  the  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of 
England  and  the  lord  chancellor's  to  be  all 
one.  So^that  nowsir  Nidi,  Bacon,  knt.  who  is, 
through  both  those  parliaments,  stiled  '  Gustos 
macni  sisiUi,'  is  declared  to  be  the  same  as 
lOrd  high  chanc.  of  Encland. 

Oct.  2d,  the  pari,  being  again  met,  the 
lord  treasurer  informed  the  members  of  both 
houses,  **  That  for  sundry  causes  and  conside- 
rations, but,  particularly,  by  reason  the  plague 
was  then  raging  in  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  the  suburbs  of  tl)c  same, 
her  maj.  had  thought  good  to  prorogue  this 
pari,  still  farther,  to  the  5th  ot  Oct.  in  the 
next  year."  War  had  nov  been  also  pro- 
claimed on  both  sides,  but  it  did  not  contuiue 
long;  fbr  the  next  year  a  peace  was  con- 
doded  btttreeA  the  two  ooatendltig  po'vffei-s. 


But  though  the  pari.'  met  again,  at  tbe  time 
appointed,  it  was  again  prorogued  from  the 
5th  of  Oct.  to  the  30th  of  April  next  follow- 
ing; without*  any  reason^  given  for  it  in  the 
writ.  And,  from  the  last  named  day,  another 
writ  still  prorogued  this  pari,  to  the  4th  of  Oct. 
next  ensuing.  Nor  was  it  then  sull'ered  to  sit, 
but  was  once  more  prorogued  to  the  7th  of 
Feb.;'* from  which  time  this  fail,  was  still  pro- 
rogued to  the  30tli  of  Sept.  1566. 

Proctcdtugi  in  the  Commons^  on  the  death 
of  their  Speaker.]    On  the  30th  of  Sept.  the 
two  houses  met  accordingly;  but  an  accident 
had  happened  to  the  Commons,  which  ^ready 
disconcerted  their  proceedings.  Tlio.  Williams^ 
esq.  their  Speaker,  was  dead;   and,  as  they 
could  not  act  without  one,  they  were  at  a  loss 
what  to  do  in  a  case  that  was  hitherto  unpre- 
cedented.    A'lonj;  entry  is  made  in  the  Jour* 
nals  of   the  Lords,    relating    to  this   affair; 
whereby  it  appears  that  tlie  Commons,  after 
much  deliberation,  agreed  upon  this ;  That  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  lord  keeper  and  the  lords  of  the  other 
house,  to  know  their  opinion  of  the  matter. 
This  committee  consisted  of  sir  Edw.  Rogers, 
comptroller  of  tlie  household ;  sir  Fra.  Enolles, 
vicc-chamberlain ;  sir  Wm.  Cecil,  chief-secre- 
tary ;  sir  Amb.  Cave,  chancellor  of  the  ducliy 
of  Lancaster;  4  of  the  chief  members  of  their 
house*;  and  20  mwe  person«i  joined  with  them 
in  commission.    These  were  to  repair  to  the 
Lords,  to  have  their  aid  and  assistance,  both 
for  intimation  of  the  affair  to  her  maj.  and  to 
know  her  good  pleasure  in  it.    The  lords,  af^er 
some  consultaaon,    agreed,    That    the    lord 
keeper,  the  lord  treasurer  of  England,  the 
duke  of  Norfolk  and  the  marq.  of  Northamp- 
ton, should  be  appointed  to  go  alon^  with  the 
4  principals  of  the  other  house,  being  all  of 
the  privy  council,  to  intimate  the  matter  to 
her  maj.  in  the  name  of  both  assemblies,  and 
to  know  her  pleasure  therein.    The  result'of 
this  was,  that,  on  the  2d  day  of  their  meet* 
ing,  a  commission  was  shewed  by  the   lord 
keeper,  directed  to  himself,  under  the  broad 
seal,  and  was  read  in  the  house ;  importing. 
That  tlie  queen  commanded  tbe  said  keeper 
to  call  before  him  all  the  members  of  the 
otlier  house,  and  to  acquaint  thecfT,  that  her 
maj.'sjpleasure   was   that  tliey  should  resort 
to  their  usual  place,  and  there  to  chuse  a  ntvi 
Speaker,    after    their    accustomed    manner. 
Wliicli  done,  3  or  4  of  that  house,   in  the 
name  of  the  rest,  were  to  infonn  the  queen 
of  their  choice,  who  then  was  to  appoint  a 
day  when  she  would  have  their  new  speaker 
presented  to  her  for  her  approbation. — ^In  the 
Journals  of  the  Commons  we  arc  told,  that 
the  members  of  that  house,  by  virtue  of  the 
queer's  writ,  went  upon  the  electioh  of  a  new 
Speaker.    That  sir  Edw.  Rogers^  knt.  comp- 
troller of  the  household,  made  a  motion,  that 
whereas  Rd.  Onslow,  esq.  her  maj.'s  soHcitor 
general,  was.  a  member  of  that  house,  and 
yet  attended  the   hpuse  of  lords,  that  they 
would  hav^  him  restored  to  thein  to  join  ia 
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the  election  of  a  speaker.  On  whicb,  notice 
being  sent  to  the  lords,  the  said  Rd.  Onslow, 
esq;  was  sent  down  to  them;  who  endeaToured 
to  shew,  by  his  writ  of  attendance,  and  other 
arguments,  that  he  could  not  serve  in  both 
capacities;  he  was,  nevertheless,  adjudged  to 
be  a  member  of  that  house.  Mr.  Comptroller 
then  named  the  said  Mr.  Onslow  as.tiicir 
Speaker ;  who,  again,  endeavouring  to  evade 
it,  urged,  not  only  his  own  inabilities,  but 
the  oath  he  had  taken  "to  her  maj.;  and 
required  them  to  proceed  to  a  new  election. 
On  this,  the  house  divided,  and  the  numbers 
for  his  being  Speaker  were  82,  against  it  70 : 
accordingly  he  was  placed  in  the  chair.  The 
next  day,  the  queeu  being  come  to  the  Lords, 
and  seated  on  the  throne,  the  new  Speaker  of 
the  Commons  was  introduced  between  sir 
Edw.  Rogers,  comptroller  of  the  household, 
and  sir  Francis  Kuollcs,  vice-chamberlain. 
Who,  having  made  the  usual  reverences  at 
the  bar,  spoke  as  follows : 

"  If  it  please  your  royal  maj.  most  virtuous 
and  most  excellent  princess,  at  the  humble  suit 
of  the  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses  of  your 
nether  house  of  pari,  now  assembled,  was  sig- 
nified from  your  mai.  by  the  mouth  of  the  lord 
keeper,  by  force  of  your  highness's  letters  of 
commission,  your  pleasure  and  grant  of  free 
election  to  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses, 
to  chuse  a  fit  and  learned  man,  to  be  their 
Speaker,  instead  of  Thos.  Williams,  esq.  their 
late  Speaker,  whom  it  hath  pleased  God  to  call 
to  his  mercy.  For  which  they  have  command- 
ed me,  in  their  names,  to  render  unto  your 
maj.  most  humble  thanks;  and  have  com- 
manded and  forced  me,  to  my  great  grief,  to 
signify  to  your  maj.  how  accordingly  they  have 
proceeded  to  an  election,  and  chosen  and  as- 
signed me  (as  I  may  say^  being  most  unwortliy 
to  speak  in  this  place,  for  this  pari. ;  and  for 
that  I  would  not  be  obstinate,  i  am  forced  to 
wound  myself  with  iheir  sword,  which  wound 
yet  being  green  and  new,  your  maj.  being  the 
■perfect  physician,  may  cure  in  disallowing  that 
which  they  have  allowed;  for  that,  without 
Your  consent  it  b  nothing.  And  although  I 
being  very  loth  to  trouble  your  highness,  have 
made  suit  and  used  all  ways  and  mcfins  to 
avoid  it,  yet  could  I  find  no  remedy ;  and  there- 
fore am  driven  to  seek  remedy  at  your  hands ; 
for,  though  I  have  the  experience  of  their  up- 
rightness, wisdom,  and  knowledge,  which  chose 
me ;  who,  if  they  would  have  found  any  fault 
in  me,  I  would  lightly  have  believed  them;  not^ 
withstanding  that  we  are  for  the  most  part 
^ven  to  think  too  much  of  ourselves)  but  in 
this  day,  tliat  they  seem  to  enable  me  to  this 
calling,  whereof!  know  myself  unable,  I  can- 
not credit  diem  no  more  than  the  simple  pa- 
tienty  grievously  tormented  with  sickness,  will 
believe  the  physician,  nay  the  whole  college  of 
them,  if  tliey  say  he  hath  no  grief,  pain,  or 
sickness.  I  therefore  do  not  attempt  this  re- 
leasing of  me  for  any.ea&e  of  myself,  out  would 
be  gl(3  to  serve  your  m'u.  to  the  uttermost  of 
my  power,  ia  the  offififl  of  soUidtoi^P;  where- 
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unto  I  am  appointed,  and  not  In  this,  being 
unfit  for  the  same ;  and  diat  for  divers  canses. 
For,  1st,  I  consider,  I  have  to  deal  with  many 
well  learned,  the  flower  and  choice  of  the  realm, 
whose  deep  understanding  my  wit  cannot  «tf> 
tain  to  reach  unto.  No,  if  they  for  great  care- 
fulness would  often  inculcate  it.  into  my  dull 
head,  to  signify  the  same  unto  your  hignness, 
yet  my  memory  is  so  slippery  by  nature  and 
sickness,  tliat  Ishould  likely  lose  it  by  the  way; 
yet,  if  perhaps  I  kept  part  thereof,  I  have  no 
other  knowledge  to  help  myself  withal,  bat  a* 
iittie  in  the  law,  far  inrerior  to-  divers  in  this 
house ;  and  so  should  want  learning  and  utter- 
ance to  declare  their  meanings,  as  it  requiretb; 
especially  when  I  consider  your  royal  nuy.  * 
'  princess  endowed  with  so  many  virtues,  learn- 
mg  and  flowing  eloquence,  it  will  abash  and 
astonish  me;  and  therefore  finding  these  in- 
firmities, and  other  in  me,  I  think  myself  most 
unworthy  of  this  place.  I  trust  tlierefore  only 
in  your  highness,  that  you  will  disallow  this 
election;  and  tlie  rather,  for  that  by  the  tru^ 
intent  of  your  said  letters,  it  may  not  be  ga- 
thered that  they  should  elect  any  of  your  ma- 
jesty's officers ;  for  although  the  words  be  to 
have  their  free  election,  yet  the  law  may  re- 
strain them  in  some  me^ure.  As  for  exam- 
ple, we  find  in  the  law,  that  if  it  would  please 
your  maj.  to  grant  licence  to  a  dean  and 
'chapter,  to  purchase  to  them  -  and  their  suc- 
cessors, 1001.  yearly;  which  words  be  gene- 
rally: yet  if  the  purchased  lands  be  holden  in 
'  capite,'  tliis  grant  is  vOid.  And  again,  if  you 
grant  the  fines  and  amerciaments  of  all  your 
tenants  to  one,  who  after  chanceth  to  be  sheriff 
of  a  shire,  yet  being  a  sheriflF  he  cannot  have 
them.  So  tliis  (me  secmeth)  if  it  please  your 
highness  sen'cth  my  case.  Anorlier  cause  U 
for  want  of  substance  to  tuaintau;  thk  my 
countenance  j  but  yet  your  nvaj/s  g^xtdtie&s  in 
this  point  stoppeth  my  muutli,  i'or  tkdt  I  hav^ 
none  otlier  living,  but  in  manner  by  you,  S^^ 
for  all  these  considerations,  and  divers  others, 
as  it  shall  please  your  maj.  to  consider,  I  hum^ 
biy  desire  your  highness  to  disallow  tliis  elcc- 
tion,  conmianding  them  to  repair  again  togc-- 
ther,  and  to  chuse  another  more  fit  to  ^erva 
the  same." 

Then  the  Queen  called  the  Lorti  Keeper,  d^ 
daring  lier  opinion  ui  aij^AveHng  hiuj,  yrhu  rg* 
tumins  to  his  place,  said  as  fglbwedi; — 

"  Air.  Onslow — ^The  qujeeti's  maj,  hatU»ar4 
and  well  understood  ihif  disabUTig  yeursdf  to 
Uiis  oflice;  and  doth  well  pCTceive^qur  earneH 
suit  to  be  discharged  of  the  aami*;  and  for  an- 
swer, hath  commanded  me  to  lay,  lljut  shie 
doubteth  not,  but  yog  very  w^  'undafstand, 
that  when  one  ^chosen  to  serve  the  c^nuiion- 
wealth,  it  b  not  in  him  whirh  i^  called,  wbd^ 
hath  appointed  him  t^iereunto^  AIso^  tbere  h 
an  old  similitude,  that  like  as  it  appertainet^ 
to  the  bead  to  dispone  every  inf^or  metnl^^ 
in  his  plaice,  so  It  jicrtalneth  to  tlic  qaeen't 
maj.  being  the  head,  to  wp|ioint  e^-ery  one  ia 
the  commonwealth.  This  bating  trutlj,  tind  hrr 
maj.  withal  reme)abr;T:g  ^our  £d«U^  ^dlonn 
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iBxperience  iu  pari,  mattcre,  and  again  hcin^ 
chosen  by  so  learned  and  expert  men,  thinketh 
therefore  your  titness  uecdeth  not  to  be  dis- 
puted here,  and  therelbre  they  giving  unto  vou 
buch  faith  and  credit,  ac^^rding  to  an  anticnt 
cubtom>  she  canuo(  but  do  th>4tke;  and  also 
you  in  dibaUlinz  yourself  hdVc  ablcd  yourself, 
)aud  therefore  she  doth  ^llow  and  approve  thb 
their  election,  nothing  doubtin<;  her  opinion  in 
your  abiUty  to  scne  tnis  turn." 

To  this  Mn  Oujdow  returned  the  following 
lausAver : — 

**  J^eeuig  that  it  hath  pleased  your  maj.  to 
ratify,  this  election,  I,  to  the  uttennost  of  my 
powtT,  hliail  serve  your  highness  and  this  com- 
monwealth; but  rirbt  my  humble  suit  is,  That 
it  would  please  your  msg.  to  accept  my  good- 
"will;  and,  the  better  to  discharge  my  duty  to- 
wards them  which  have  cho>en  me,  that  in 
great  matters  scut  from  them,  I  may  have  ac- 
cess to  your  maj.  at  times  convenient,  us  the 
weight  shall  require^  Secondly,  if  by  weak- 
ness I  shall  mistake  the  effect  and  meaning  of 
the  matters  committed  to  me,  by  the  knights, 
citizens,  and  bureesses,  and  tliereby,  against 
my  will,  misreport  them,  that  then  thereby  this 
commonwealth  may  tad^  no  detriment;  but 
that  I  may  confer  again  with  them,  the  better 
to  understand  their  meaning,  and  &o  with  more 
words  to  utter  the  same  unto  you  :  and,  1  shall 
pray,  as  I  am  bound,  to  God,  for  your  long  and 
prosperous  reign  over  us." 

Then  her  Majesty  called  the  Lf>rd  Keeper, 
and  commanded  him  to  answer  him,  which  he 
.  did  as  foUoweth : — 

•*  Mr.  Speaker ;  the  queen'^  maj.  hath  heard 

?rour  humble  petitions,  and  request  made  unto 
ler,  the  etfcct  whereof  she  gathereth  to  stand 
in  two  points:  1st,  for  access  to  her  person; 
and,  2iidly,  for  good  iuterpretatibn  of  your 
tneaning;  and  also  larger  declarations  thereof, 
if  need  be.  Tor  tlie  tormer,  her  higluicss  (as 
her  noble  progenitors  have  done)  is  well  con- 
tented, that  in  Convenient  time,  and  for  con- 
venient causes,  in  convenient  place,  and  with- 
out imooftunity,  (for  that  these  parts  now 
touched,  have  not  been  afore  this  time  so  well 
handled,  as  she  now  trusterh  it  shall  be)  which 
cousidered,  as  free  access  she  gnuiteth  you,  as 
imy  other  hath  had.  For  the  2nd  pomt,  be- 
cause no  man  at  idl  times  ^nay  do  so  well,  but 
,«omctimes  things  nuiy  be  uttered,  which  nmy 
be  mts-5iKiken  ;  for  which  cause,  in  that  lime 
also  you  shall  have  her  iutreatable ;  but  sh6 
tliinketh  your  circumspection  to  be  such  as 
'she  shall  not  therein  need. — ^Now  a  word  or 
two  to  reiiierubcr  yrm  here  present  of  both  the 
houHts;  Ist,  this  it  '\iy  that  I  would  adviie  you 
in  iUh  present  proceeding,  to  prefer  the  most 
weighty  matte r!j  ^ir^r^  and  not  trouble  youi^ 
Rhe^with  stiiiiU  mauers,  and  of  ^i,o .weight; 
m\d  therein  Jil^^  tlmt  ail  be  done  to  under- 
*ftand  the  truth,  iLnd  lo  avoid  all  superfluoiis 
UiAttenj  tuid  losing  or  driving  away  of  time. 
9^f%Qtul\yf  it  h  pTuhtMe  that  you,  my  lords, 
^miid  all  t^tlif'fii  Ouit  bt-  here,  consider  that  long 
flisiv  ref|uirefh  gr^ut  expcnccs.  And  therefore 


wish  you  to  make  expedition,  the  rather  to 
avoid  tlie  saiiie;  And  yet  not  meaning  such 
expedition,  that  any  tiling  needful  to  be  donr^ 
should  be  lightly  passed  over,  and  not  substan- 
tially done,  and  seen  unto ;  but  only  I  mean 
that  you  should  settle  yourselves  wholly  to 
mighty  matters,  and  those  which  be  necessary^ 
ana  to  spare  stiperAuous  things,  and  which 
needed  poti  And  this  is  the  sum  1  have  to 
say." 

Oct.  22,  a  committee  of  Lords  were  appoint- 
ed to  wait  u|K)n  the  queen,  in  the  afternoon, 
to  know  her  maj.'s  pleasure;  There  b  no 
farther  entry  made  of  tliis  matter  for  that  day  ; 
but  three  days  after  the  lord  treasurer  ac- 
quainted the  house,  tliat  the  queen,  consider- 
ing his  hoary  hairs  and  old  age,  accompanied 
with  heavy  griefs,  and,  underetanding  the  lord 
keeiicr's  slow  amendment,  had  minded  to  sup- 
ply both  their  defects,  by  appointing  sir  Rob. 
tatlyn,  knt.  lord  chief  justice  of  the  commoa 
pleas,  to  e&ecute  the  oilicc  of  the  said  lord 
keeper,  in  pari.  And  her  maj.'s  letters  pa* 
tents,  ft>r  tlie  said  appouUment,  were  read  ac- 
cordingly. 

A  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  tm 
petition  the  Queen  about  her  MarriageA  Oct* 
2t)th,  the  Lords,  after  deliberate  consultation, 
iuid  advice  taken,  how  to  provide  in  the  great 
matter  of  Succession  and  Marriage,  which  had 
been  intimated  to  them  from  the  Commons, 
came  to  the  resolution,  to  send  seq.  Qarus  and 
Mr.  Attorney  down  to  tlicm  to  notify.  That 
there  would  be  a  member  of  their  house 
chosen  and  sent  to  them,  to  take  tlieir  opinion 
in  this  aftair.  On  the  30th,  another  committer 
of  Lords  was  appointed  for  a  conference  with 
a  select  number  of  tlie  commons,  touching  a 
Petition  to  be  made  to  the  queen,  both  for  the 
Succession  and  tlie  Marriage,  lliis  committee 
consistc^d  of  these  lords  following ;  the  abp.  of 
York,  the  lord  treasurer,  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
tlie  marq.  of  Northampton ;  the  e.irls  of 
Northumberland,  Westmoreland,  Shrewsbury, 
Worcester,  Sussex,  Huntingdon,  Warwick^ 
Bedford,  Pembroke,  and  Leicester;  the  vis- 
counts ilontacuc  imd  Byndon;  the  bps.  of 
Londttii,  Durham,  Winchester,  Worcester, 
Lincoln,  Kbchcster,  Coventry  and  Litclifield ; 
the  lord  admind  imd  the  lord  chamberlain ; 
the  lords  Morley,  Cobham,  Gray,  Wentworth, 
Windsor,  Uich,  Shcftield,  Paget,  North,  Uas- 
tinus  of  Loughliorough,  and  the  lord  Hunsdon. 
— ^The  committee  of  the  Commons,  for  ma» 
naging  this  conference,  is  also  entered  in  the 
Lords  Journalsi  Their  names  were. 
Sir  Kdw.  Rogers,  knt.  Sir  Nicholas  llirog^ 
Sir  Fran.  Knulles,  knt.  morton 
Sir  William  Cecil,  kiit*  Sir  Morris  Berkley 
SirAmbrose  Cave,knt*  Sir  Peter  Cnrcw 
Sir  William  Petre,  knt.  Sir  John  Chichester 
Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  knt*  Sir  Thomas  Gargfuvt 
SirWalt.Mildina^,knt.    Sir  lleury  Nevilc 

all  of  bet  majesty's    Sir  Thomas  Arnold 

privy  council.  Sir  Harry  Ashley 

SirThomasWroth,knt.    Sir  John  Pollard^ 

master  of  lh«  rolls.     Sir  John  Pcrrot 
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Sir  Gabriel  Carcw 
'  Sir  Thomas  Gcrrard 
.Sir  WilJijim  Chester 
Sir  Jolin  White  ' 
Sir  John  St.  Ix?gcr 
Sir  John  Constable 
Sir liustiugs 


Mr.Francis  Fleetwood 

Mr.  Montjcomcry 

Mr.  Tho.  FieetHOod 

Mr.  fiartue 

Mr.  Arabrey 

Mr.  Haddon 

Mr.  Edward  Lcighton 

Mr.  Young 

Mr.  Charles  Howard 

Mr.  Alford 

MrJIarryKnolles,  sen, 

Mr.  Hassel  . 

Mr,  ILiwtrey 

Mr,  John  Hasting 

Mr,  Asldeyoftliejew-r 

el-houso 
Mr.  Cooley 
Mr.  William  Moore 
Mr.  Hilliar 
Mr.  Knight  Marshal 
Mr,  llobert  Mannors 
Mr.  Barham 
Mr.VraiicisNcwdigate 
Mr.  Warnecombe 
Mr.  Francis  Brown 
Mr.  Duuch 
Mr.  Withers 
Mr.  Robert  Bowles 
Mr.  Wilson 


Sir  John  Moqre 

Sir  John  Southwark 

Sir  John  Tliinne 

Sir  John  Turpi ne 

Sir  Henry  Gates 

Sir  Robert  Wingfield 

Sir  Henry  Cheney 

Sir  A.  Chapman,  knts, 

.Mr.  Sechford 

Mr.  BeU 

Mr.  Monson 

Mr.  Daltou 

Mr.  Colhie 

Mr.  Kin^smill 

Mr.  Mohneui^ 

JMr.  Mar^h 

Mr.  Pratt 

Mr.  Nortlitqq 

Mr.  Wray 

Mr.  Sandys 
IVIr.  Recorder  of  Lpn-. 
don 

The  Journals  only  tell  us,  that  on  the  5th 
-  of  Nov.  the  same  comnuttee  of  Lords,  and  30 

of  the  Commons,  were  appointed  to  wait  upon 

bormuj.  by  lier  own  special  command.     But 

no  account  is  given  in  these  records,  of  what 

^vus  done  at  the  conference,  or  what  answer 
her  niaj.  gave  to  this  committee,     Mr.  Caml>- 
den  however  informs  us,  "  that  the  queen  of 
^^coL•^  was  just  then  delivered  of  a  son,  and 
tliat  queen  Elizabeth  secretly  envied  her  rival 
.rhe  honour  of  being  a  mother  before  iicr. 
y(.t   did  she   make   no  haste  to   follow    her 
example;    and   this   determined  the   English 
jmrl.  to  solicit  Elizabeth  stronjely  about  M^r- 
'  r/age,  or  to  settle  the  Succession.     The  pa- 
pists, on  one  hand,  were  big  witli  hopes  to 
Iiave  it  settled  in  the  queen  of  Scots,  and  her 
issue;  whilst  the  protestants,  on   the   other, 
w^re  much  divided  about  a  successor,  some 
for.  one  person,  some  for  anotlier;  every  one 
tbrebodjng  sad  and  troublesome  times,  s'hould 
tlie  queen  die  before-  this  important  point  wiis 
estabhshcd."    The  persons  who  pretended  to 
have  a  title  to  the  crown,  and  had  tl^ir  several 
abettors,  besides  the  queen  of  Scots,  were  the 
rountess  of  Leiiox,  a  daughter  of  Ma>rg:u-et  of 
EnG;land,  by  Arclubald  Douglass,  earrof  An- 
giw,  her  second  husband.     Catherine  countess 
of   Hertford,    the    daughter   and  co-heir   of 
Henry  Grey,  marq.  of  Dorset,  and  Frances 
Jiis  wife,  the  eldest  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
Ch:u-les  Bi-andon,  duke  of  Suffolk,  by  Mary 
the   French    queen,    youngest    daughter    to 
lli.nry  VH.    These  several  claims  roust  have 
imide  the  nation  very  uneasy  at  that  time; 
fcincc,    witjiout  settling   the  succession,    the 
fcijj^'lc  life   ()[  the   queer;,  only,  stopp^  tlic 
tlo^r    a;^iuiiit    c^uny    troubles    which   might 


ensue  by  her  death.      For  this  reason  tli^ 
lords  now   tliqught  proper  to  join  wiUi  th^ 
commons  in  an  address  to  her  m{\j.     What 
the  debates  at    the  conference  were,,   doe# 
not  appear  in  eitlier  journal;  but  Cambdeu 
assures  us,  '*  that   the   beats  and  clamours 
were  so  great,  iii  the  debates  of  both  houses,^ 
about  this  afiair,  that  they  roundly  taxed  tlie 
queen  with  a  disregard  to   lier  country  and 
posterity."    In  the  Tiouse  of  Lords,  tli^  peers 
th^t  spoke  the  most,  in  this  debate  were,  th« 
earls  of  Pembroke  and  Leicester;  the  duke  of. 
Norfolk  also,  but  more  cautiously,  joined  th© 
others  opinion,  that  the  queen  ought  to  bo 
obliged  to  take  a  husband;  or  that  a  successor 
should  be  declared  by  act  of  pari,  even  against 
her  will.    But  they  were  forced  to  ra>ike  sul)- 
mission  for  this,  and  bud  their  pardon.    How- 
ever, the  whole  lious^  came  to  a  resolution, 
to  draw  up  an  address  to  bcr  maj^  to  be  deli^  v 
vered  by  their  speaker,  the  lord  keeper  Bacon; 
which  Address,  or  Petition,  at  Isu^e,  is  pre-. 
served  by  Cambden,  together  with  th^  Queen's 
Answer,  and  are  as  foUow : 


The  Petition  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Tempo raly  to  her  Majesty,  upon  the  two 
great  matters  of  Marriage  and  Succession p 
delivered  hi'f  the  Lord  Keeper  in  l*urU 
Nov,  10,  1^^ 

'*  Most  humbly  be?eecheth  your  excellent 
maj.  your  faithful,  luvii^g  and  obedient  sub- 
jects, all  your  lords  boUi  spiritual  and  tcm-» 
poral,  assembled  in  pari,  yi  your  upper  house ; 
to  be  so  much  their  good  Imiy  and  sovereign, 
as  according  to  your  a/ccustomcd  l^^nignity, 
to  grant  a  jgracious   and  tavourable  hcarinjf 
to  their  petitions  and  sujits,  which   with  aU 
humbleness  and  obedience,    they  arc  coniQ 
hither  to  present  to  your  maj..  by  my  mouth, 
in  matters  very  near^  a^d  diearU'  toucliing 
your  most  royal  person,  the  imperial  crown  of 
this  your   realm,   and  uuivcfsal  wctd  of  the 
same ;  w  hich  suits,  for  that  Uivy  tend  to  the 
surety  and  preservation  of  thes<;  3  tilings,  youi; 
person,  cro«n,  and  reahn,  the  dearvst  jiwel 
that  my  lords  have  iu  the  earth;,  theretbrq 
they   tliink    themselves,    for  divers  respects, 
greatly  bound  to  make  these  petitions;    a^ 
fi^t   ly   their  duty  to  God,    then  by  iheiir 
allegiance  to  your  highness,  and  lastly  by  tiie 
faith  they   ought    to   bear  to    their  natural 
country.    And  like  as,  moi^t  gracious  sovereign,^ 
by  these  bonds  they  should  have  been  bound 
to  make  tlie  like  petition,  upon  like  occasion, 
to  any  prince  that  it  should  liave  pleased  God 
to  have  appointed  to  reign  over   them;  so, 
tliey  think  themselves  doubly  bound  to  make 
tlic  same  to  your  maj.  considering  that  besides 
the  bond  befoscmeationed,   tliey  stand  alsa 
bound  so  to  do,  by  the  great  and  manifold, 
benefits  they  have  and  oo  receive  daily  at 
your  highness's  hands ;  whicli,  shortly  to  speak, 
be  as  great  as  the  fruits  of  peace,  common, 
quiet  and  justice  can  give;  and  this  with  great; 
care  and  charge  to  yourself^    And  thus  my 
lords  divcrsly  bounds  us  your  m^^  bath  hea'^t* 
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are  now  to  open  to  your  highness  their  hom- 
ble  petitions  and  suits,  consisting  in  two  points 
chiefly;  which  not  sundrily,  or  the  one  with- 
out  ihe  other,  but  both  jointly  they  desire 
TOUT  iughness  to  absent  to:  tne  Ist  is,  that 
It  would  piease  jfour  maj^  to  dispose  yourself 
to  marry,  where  it  shall  please  you,  with  whom 
it  shall  please  you,  and  as  soon  as  it  shall 
please  you.    I'he  2d,  that  some  such  limita- 
tion might  be  made,  how  the  imperial  crown 
of  this  realm  should  remain,  U'  God  call  your 
liighness  without  heir  of  your  body,  (which 
our  i>»rd  defend)  so  as  these  lords  and  nobles, 
and  other  your  suljects  then  living,  might  sufE- 
ciently  understand  to  whom  they  should  owe 
their  allegiance  and  duty,  due  to  be  done  by 
subjects;  and  that  they  might,  by  your  maj.s 
licence,  and  with  your  favour,  treat  and  con- 
fer together  this  patHament-time,  for  the  well 
doing  of  this.     The  former  of   these   two, 
trhich  is   your  Marriage,   they  do  in  their 
beans  most  earnestly  wish  and  pray,  as  a 
thing  that  must  needs  breed  and  bring  great 
and  singular  comfort  to  yourself^  and  unspeak- 
able joy  and  gladness  to  all  true  English  hearts. 
But  the  2d  carrieth  with  it  such  necetisity,  that 
^iihoui  it  they  cannot  see  how  the  safety  of 
tour  royal  person,  the  preservation  of  your 
nnperial  crown  and  realm,  shall  be,  or  can  be 
somdeutly  and  certainly  prodded  for.    Most 
gracious  and  sovereign  lad^r,  the  lamentable 
and  pitiful  state  and  condition,  wherein  all 
jrour  nobles  and  counsellors  of  late  were,  when 
It  pleased  God  to  lay  his  heavy  hand  upon  you, 
and  the  amazedness  that  most  men  of  under- 
standing were  by  the  fruit  of  that  sickness 
brought  into,  is  one  cause  of  thb  their  peti- 
tion; the  2d,  the  aptneas  and  opponunity  of 
the  time,  by  reason  of  this  pari,  whereby 
both  such  advice,  consideration  and  consent, 
AS  is  requisite  in  so  great  and  weighty  a  cause, 
may  be  better  heard  and  used,  than  at  any 
other  time,  when  no  {>arl.  is.    The  3d,  for  thn 
the  assenting  and  penormsne  of  these  petitions, 
^not,  as  tpey  tmnk,  but  breed  great  terror 
Co  OH:  enemies,  and  therefore  must  of  nec^sity 
bring  great  surety  to  your  person ;  and  bspe- 
^ally  by  addition  of  such  laws,  as  may  be' 
joined  with  this  limitation,  for  a  certain  and 
sure  observing  it,  and  preserving  of  your  maj. 
^inst  all  pi-uctices  and  chances.    The  4  th 
cause,  for  that  the  like  (as  it  is  supposed)  hath 
been  done  by  divers  of  your  noble  progenitors, 
both  of  old  time  and  of  late  days ;  and  also 
by  other  princes    your  neighbours,    of    the 
greatest  estate  in  Europe;  and  for  that  ex- 
perience hath   taught,   that  good  hath  come 
of  it.     The  5th,  for  that  it  appearcth  by  his- 
tories, how  that  in  times  past,  persons  inherit- 
able to  crowns  being  votaries  and  religious,  to 
avoid  such  dangers  as  might  hare  happened 
fi>r  want  of  succession  to  kingdoms,  have  left 
their  vows  and  monasteries,  and  taken  them- 
^Ives  to  maVrfngc ;  as  Constantia  a  nun,  heir 
to  the  kinjgdom  of  Sicilv,  married  irfter  50 
Jears  of  «$e,  to  Henry  Vl.  emperor  of  that 
aame^  and  had  issue  Froderick  ll.    Aad  like- 


wise Peter  of  Arragon,  being  a  o^oak, 
ried,  the  better  to  establish  and  pacify  th^ 
kingdom.    Agam,  Antoninus  Pius  is  as  muc^ 
commended,  for  that  not  two  days  before  hb 
death,  he  said  to  his  council,  *  heto^aoiimi 
morior,  quoniam  filium  vobis  relinquo/  PyrrbM 
is  of  all  godly  men  detested,  for  saying   he 
would  leave  his  realm  to  him  that  bad  the 
sharpest  sword.    What  but  want  of  a  suc- 
cessor known,  made  an  end  of  so  great  an 
empire  as  Alexander  the  Great  did  leave  at 
his  death?  The  6th  cause  is,  for  that  my  lords 
do  judge,  the  performing  of  this  will  breed 
such  an  universal  gladness  in  the  hearts  of  afl 
your  true  and  loving  subjects,  that  likely  and 
probably  you  shall  tind  them  in  all  onnmandr 
ments  ready  and  glad  to  adventure  their  ^oods, 
lands  and  lives  in  your  service,  accordmg  to 
their  bounden  duties;  which  of  necessity  must 
breed  great  surety  t«  your  miyesty.    The  7th 
cause,  because  the  not  doing  of  this,  (if  God 
should  call  your  highness  without  heir  of  your 
body,  which  God  grant  never  be  seen,  if  it  be 
his  will)  and  yet  your  maj.  right  well  k^iow- 
eth,  that  princes  and  their  oflf^priog,  be  tbc^ 
never  so  great,  never  so  strong,  never  so  like 
to  live,  be  yet  mortal,  and  subject  evety  day, 
yea  every  hour,  to  God's  call;  my  lords  think, 
this  happening,  and  no  limitation  made,  caa^ 
not,  by  their  judgments,  but  be  the  occasion 
of  very  endent  and  great  danger  and  peril  to 
all  estates  and  sorts  of  men  of  this  realm,  by 
the  factions,    seditions,    and    intestine  wari^ 
that  will  grow,  for  want  of  ^mderetanding  to 
whom  they  should  yield  aile^ance  and  duty  ; 
whereby  much  innocent  blood  is  most  like  to, 
be  shed,  and  many  of  those  to  lose  their  lives, 
that  now  would  gladly  bestow  them  fbr^your 
sake,  in  your  maj.'s  service.     The  8th,  for 
that  the  noti)erforming  of  this,  the  other  hap- 
pening, doth  leave  the  reahn  without  govt, 
^hich  is  the  greatest  danger  that  can  happed 


to  any  kingdom ;  for  every  prmce  is 
legis,'  and  so  reputed  in.  law,  and  theret'ore 
upon  the  death  of  princes  the  la^  dies;  all 
the  offices  of  justice,  wbereby  the  laws  are  to 
be  executed,  do  cease;  all  writs  and  com* 
mandmepts  to  call  parties  to  the  execution  of 
justice,  do  bang  iq  suspense ;  all  commis&iops 
for  the  peace,  and  for  the  punishment  of 
offenders,  do  determine  and  lose  their  force ; 
whereby  it  followetb  consequently,  that  strength 
and  will  must  rule,  and  neither  law  nor  reason, 
during  such  a  vacation  and  inter-reto»;  whereid^ 
such  an  incertaintv  of  succession  is  like  to  last  sd.  ' 
long,  as  it  is  to  be  feared  (if  God's  mercy  be 
not  tlie  greater)  that  thereby  we  may  become 
a  prey  to  strangers  (whidh  our  Lord  defend)  or 
at  least  lose  the '  great  honour  and  estimation^ 
that  long  time  hath  pertained  to  us.  And  like 
as,  most  gracious  sovereign,  my  lord*  hate  been 
moved  for  the  worldly  respect  aibrcsaid,  to 
make  their  humble  peutions  to  your  xna^. ;  so. 
by  the  examples,  counsels,  yea  and  command- 
ments, that  they  have  beard  out  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  and  for  conscience  sake  tb^r  feel 
thWiiselytt  constrained^  andeaforccd  M  do  tb^ 
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Vkt,  (jody  your  Ui^wen  kfloweth,  hj  the 
tcoane  of  the  ScripCares,  hath  dedared  soc- 
ression  add  bkvwf  of  children  to  be  ono  of  the 
principal  benedkcions  in  this  life ;  and  on  the 
contrary,  he  hath~  pronoonced  contrarywise ; 
•and  tlierefbte  Abraham  prayed  to  God  for  is^ 
eue,  fearing  that  Eliasar,  his  steward,  should 
bare  been  his  heir ;  and  bad  promisf;  tlmt  kings 
should  nrooeed  of  his  body.  Hannah,  the  mo- 
ther of  Samuel,  praved  to  God  with  tears  for 
issue:  and  Elizabeth  (whose  name  your  mty. 
beareth)  mother  to  John  the  Baptist,  was  joy- 
ful when  God  had  blessed  her  with  fruit,  ac- 
vxmnting  herself  thereby  to  be  dernp^red  fiom 
reproach.  And  as  this  is  a  Messina  in  private 
bouses,  so  is  it  much  more  in  kingdoms,  as  it 
plainly  appearetb  in  the^o  kingdoms  oflsrael 
and  Judah.  Unto  the  kingdom  of  Jndah,  con- 
taining but  two  tribes,  or  thereabouts,  God 
gave  hneal  succession  by  descent  of  kings ;  and 
therefore  they  continued  a  long  time.  The 
l^ingdom  of  mael,  containing  ten  tribes,  of 
tbereabonts,  often  destitute  of  lawful  heirs,  the 
one  half  of  the  people  following  the  one,  and 
the  other  half  following  tbc  other,  by  wars  and 
seditions  weakened,  came  soon  to  roin,  as 
plainly  appe^reth  b^y  the  third  and  fourt^  book 
of  Kings.  And  again,  in  the  time  of  the  judges, 
because  there  was  no  ordbary  succession,  die 
people  were  oftenthnes  overcome,  and  earned 
mto  captivity.  Besides  it  is  plain,  bjr  the 
Scriptures,  that  godly  governors  and  princes 
(as  fathers  of  their  coui^|ries)  have  always  been 
careful  to  a\*oid  the  great  evil  that  might  en- 
sue, throiu;h  want  of  limitation  of  succession ; 
therefore  Moses  did  enjoin  Joj^hua  to  he  his 
successor,  and  David  his  son  Solomon ;  where- 
bjr  a  sedition  was  appeased,  begotten  by  Ado- 
nijah :  of  this  there  be  many  examples.  Far- 
mer, seeing  it  may  be  easily  gathered  by  expe- 
rience of  all  ages  past,  that  civil  wars,  effusion 
of  christian  blood,  and  consequently  ruins  of 
kingdoms  do  follow,  where  realms  be  left  with- 
out a  certainty  of  succession ;  and  your  maj. 
is  also  informed  of  the  same,  and  sued  unto  for 
teflress :  if  therefore  now  no  su^icient  remedy 
should  be  by  your  highness  provided,  that  tlien 
it  should  be  a  dangerous  burden,  before  God, 
to  your  m^.  and  you  were  to  yield  a  strict  ac-^ 
count  to  (Jod  for  the  same ;  considering  you 
ftre  placed,  as  the  prophet  Ezekiel  saith,  <  in 
altissimo  speculo'  or  this  commonwealth,  and 
see  the  sword  coming,  and  provide  no  remedy 
for  the  defence  of  it.  Lastly,  the  spirit  of  God 
pronounceth,  by  the  mouth  of  St.  Faul,  to  Ti- 
ipQOthy,  that  *.  whosoever  make^  no  due  pro- 
▼isaon  for  his  f^suly^  is  in  very  great  danger  to 
God-ward ;'  and  atao  by  die  mcgath  of  St.  John, 
that '  whosoever  seeth  but  o^rie  brother  in  nc- 
9e88ity,  and  doth  shut  up  the  bowels  of  pily 
and  compassion  from  him,  hatli  not  the  love  of 
God  remaining  in  him  :*  whereby  ic  is  plain 
^d  manifest,  how  fear&l  a  thing  it  were,  if  this 
whole  realm,  containing  so  many  families,  were 
not,  in  a  penlous  case,  upon  their  suit  provided 
for ;  or  if  the  bowels  of  mercy  shoulcf  be  shut 
Vf  from  io  maoi  thoi^fnpdi^  whi(h  evtfy  way  I 


were  like  to  fall  into  most  extreme  miseries,  if 
C^od  should  call  your  highness  without  certainty 
of  succession;  which  we  pray  to  God  may 
never  happeh.  Most  exceUent  princess,  tlie 
places  of  Scripture  containing  the  saio  threat- 
nings,  be  set  mrth  with  morejsliarp  words  than 
be  here  expressed.  Thus,  most  gracious  so<» 
vereign,  your  lords  and  nobles,  both  spiritual 
and  temporal,  have,  as  briefly  as  t^ey  can,  first 
shewed  to  jour  maj.  how  divcrsly  they  take 
themselves  bound,  to  make  these  their  humble 
petitions  unto  you  ;  and  the?  what  their  peti-» 
tions  be;  and  after  that  what  reasons  for 
worldly  respects,  and  what  by  the  Scripl,ttres, 
and  for  copscience  sake,  have  movecl  tlieia 
thus  to  do;  which  here  upon  their  knees,  ac- 
cording to  their  bounden  cfuty,  they  most  hum- 
bly and  earnestly  pray  your  maj,  to  have  coi>- 
si^oration  of  in  time ;  aad  to  give  them  such 
favourable  and  comfortable  answer  to  the  same, 
that  some  good  effect  and  conclusion  may  grow 
before  the  end  of  the  session  of  this  .pari,  the 
uttermost  day  of  their  greatest  hope,  whereby 
this  commonwealtfi,  which  ypup  highness  found 
to  be  '  lateritia,'  as  Augustus  did  his,  and  b^ 
your  great  Providence  is  now  come  to  be 
*  marmorea,'  slmll  not  for  want  of  performii^ 
this,  if  God  shall  call  your  highness,  without 
heir  of  your  body,  be  in  more  dangerous  estate 
and  condition,  than  ever  it  was  that  any  mim 
can  remember.  True  it  is,  that  this  suit  is  made 
by  my  lords,  not  without  great  hope  of  good 
success,  by  reason  of  the  experience  that  they 
have  had  of  your  bountir'ul  aoodness  shewed  to 
them,  and  the  rest  of  your  loving  subjects,  di- 
vers and  sundry  ways,  sinc^  the  beginning  of 
your  reign ;  which  thejr  pray  God  long  to  con- 
tinue, to  his  honour,  with  all  felicity." 

"The  Queen^s  Answer.^  .  '*  Since  there  can  b« 
no  duer  debt  than  a  prince's  word,  to  keep  that 
unspotted,  for  mv  part,  as  one  that  would  be 
loth  that  the  self-same  thins  that  keepeth  mer- 
chants credit  from  craze,  should  be  the  cause 
that  a  prince^  speech  should  merit  blame,  and 
so  their  honour  (juail ;  therefore  I  will  an  an- 
swer give,  and  this  it  is :  the  two  petitions  that 
you  presented  me  (whicfi  must  doubtless  relato 
to  the  two  several  parts  of  one  and  the  same 
petition,  viz.  the  Marriage  and  the  Succession,^ 
and  might  not  improper^  be  so  called  though 
couched  in  one  body,  and  as  the  words  a&x 
following  do  in  manner  explain  it)  expressed 
many  words,  which  contained  in  sum  these 
two  things,  as  of  your  cares  the  greatest,  my 
Marriaze  and  my  Succession.  Of  which  two  I 
think  the  last  best  to  be  touched,  and  of  tht 
other  a  silent  thought  may  serve.  For,  I  thought 
it  had  been  so  cWsired,  as  none  other  trees 
blossom  should  have  been  minded,  or  ever  any 
hope  of  any  fruit  had  been. denied  you.  Ana 
yet  by  the  way,  if  an;^  here  doubt,  tiiat  I  am, 
by  vow  or  determination,  bent  never  to  ti*ade 
in  that  kind  of  life,  put  out  that  kind  of  he-> 
resie;  for  your  belief  is  therein  awry.  For 
though  I  can  think  it  best  for  a  private  woman, 
yet  1  do  strive  with  myself  not  to  think  it  m<it 
fof  a  prin^f  and  if  I  cax^  bend  my  Ukiiig  tu 
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your  need,  I  will  not  ^-emst  fuch  a  mmd. — But,  ber  maj.  oominanded  SO'ineaibers  of  the  Conir 
to  the  last,  think  not  that  you  had  needed  this  mons,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Journals,  aloiy 
desire,  if  I  had  •een  a  time  so  fit,  and  it  90  ripe  with  the  committee  of  lord8>  to  make  their 
to  be  denounced.  .  The  greatness  of  the  cause  appearance  before  her.  On  their  coming  to 
therefore,  and  need  of  your  returns,  doth  make  '  her,  she  endeavoured  first  to  smooth  and  qua- 
ne  say  that  whi^  I  think  the  wise  may  easily  !  liiy  tlieir  minds  by  many  obliging  expressions; 
guess,  that  as  a  short  time,  for  so  long  conti-  i  but  afterwards  gate  them  a  smart  reproof,  in 


nuance,  ought  not  to  pass  by  roat,  as  many  tell 
their  tales ;  even  so,  us  cause  by  conference 
with  the  learned,  shall  shew  me-  matter  worth 
the  utterance  for  your  bchuof,  so  shall  I  more 


which,  however,  she  mixed  some  sweetness* 

with  m^.    She  promised   tbem  to   manag^e 

thint;s  not  only  with  the  care  of  a  prince,  but 

the  tenderness  of  a  parent ;  by  w  hich  means 


^adly  pmsue  your  good,  after  my  clays,  than  I  *hc  diverted  tliem  from  their  resolution.  And,, 
with  all  my  prayers,  wliilat.!  live,  be  means  to  |  because  the  pari,  had  offered  greater  subsidies 
linger  my  living  thread.  And  thus,  much  more  '  tlian  usual,  on  condition  she  would  declare  a 
than  I  thought,  will  I  add  for  your  comfort :  I  j  successor,  she  utterly  refused  that  extraordi- 
have  good  record  in  tins  place,  that  other  j  nary  supply,  and  accepted  of  a  much  smaller 
means  than  you  mention,  have  been  thought    sum.     Abating  the  receipt  of  the  fourth  part 


of,  perchance  for  yonr  |;ood,  as  much  as  for 
my  sm-ety,  no  less ;  which,  if  presently  and  con- 
veniently could  have  been  executed,  it  had  not 
been  now  deferred  or  ovcrslipped.  But  I  ho|)e 
I  shall  die  in  quiet  with  «  nunc  dimittis ;'  whicli 
cannot  be,  without  I  see  some  glimpse  of  your 
following  surety,  after  my  crav^  hones.'* 

The  Lords  having  received  this  answer  to 
their  address,  were,  seemingly,  sati>tied ;  but 
liSJOt  ,so  the  Commoqs^  For  Cambden  writes, 
that  Duuon,  Wcntworth  and  other  members 
of  that  house,  such  as  Bell  and  Monson,  great 
lawyers,  grated  hard  on  the  queen's  royal  pre* 
n^ive.  They  maintained,  almongs't  other 
points,  f'  That  kings  are  bound  to  appoint  a 
■auccessor ;  that  the  affection  of  the  suoject  is 
the  most  impregnable  bulwark  and  support  of 
the  prince;  but  that  princes  can  pain  this  af- 
Action  no  otherwise,  than  by  providins  for  the- 
mdiarc  of  their  sul^ects,  both  i»lul>»t  aftet  they 
live  and  after  their  death.  And  which  can  by 
no  means  be  done,  but  where  'tis  certainly 
]^wn  who  shall  succeed  to  the  tlu-one.  TImt 
the  queen,  by  not  appointing  a  successor,  did 
at  once  provoke  the  wrath  of  God  and  alicmatc 
the  hearts  of  her  people.  Whereas,  would  she 
poKess  the  afiections  of  her  subjects,  and  the 
niyour  of  God,  and  live  for  ever  m  tlie  rcmemr 
brance  of  her  people,  she  must  of  course  nomi* 
nate  a  successor,  If  not,  she  would  be  rather 
«  step-mother  of  her  country,  or  sofncthing 
worse,  than  the  nursing^mothcr  thereof;  as 
being  seemingly  desirous  that  Kngland,  which 
lived  as  it  were  in  bcr,  should  rather  expire 
-with  than  survive  or  outlast  her.  That  none 
but  timorous  princes,  or  such  as  were  hated 
by  their  people,  or  faint-hearted  women,  did 
ever  stano  in  fear  of  their  successors  ;  nor  can 
that  prince,  with  any  reason,  apprehend  dan- 
gers from  a  successor,  who  is  fortified  and  se- 
cured by  the  love  and  duty  of  his  subjects. 


of  the  money  so  granted ;  and  telling  then^ 
after  commending  their  regard  for  her,  *♦  Tha^ 
money  in  her  subjects  purse,  was  as  good  «s  29 
her  own  exchcqupr." 

This  is  tlie  substance  of  what  Cambdea 
writes  of  this  matter ;  as,  indeed,  it  is  also  of 
what{we  find  in  the  Journals  of  the  Commont 
about  It :  except  that  two  inhibitions  were  sent 
to  that  house  by  tlie  queen,  expressly  forbid* 
d  102  them  to  proceed  in  that  aflair  any  farth^ 
This  occasioned  a  motion  to  be  made^  by  Paul 
Wcntworth,  esq.  to  know  whether  the  queen's 
ccAnmands  and  mhibition  were  not  against  the  ' 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  house  ?  On  which 
nice  question  the  debates  aforementi6ned  were 
grounded.  Many  arguments  ensued  upon  this ; 
and  the  debate  lasted  from  9  in  the  morning, 
Nov.  11th,  till  2  in  the  afternoon.  Next  day 
the  Speaker  was  again  sent  for  to  court ;  who 
reported  to  the  house,  *'  That  he  had  received 
a  special  comnumd  from  the  aueen,  that  there 
should  be  no  farther  talk  of  tiiat  matter ;  and 
if  any  person  thought  liiraself  not  satisfied,  and 
had  ftirther  reasons,  let  him  come  and  shew 
them  before  tlic  privy  council." — But  we  find 
that  on  the  25th,  the  Speaker,  coming  agaia 
from  her  maj.  declared  to  the  house,  "That 
for  the  good-will  she  bore  to  them,  she  did  re- 
voke her  two  former  commandments ;  but  de- 
sired the  house  to  proceed  no  flirthcr  in  the 
matter  at  that  time."  Which  revocation,  ssiys 
the  Joyjr^Hl,  '^  was  taken  by  the  house  most 
joyfully ;  with  most  hearty  prayer  and  thanks 
for  the  same," 

A  Subsidj/,]  Oct.  17,  tlic  supply  was  moved 
in  the  Commons,  by  Mr,  Comptroller  Rogers, 
and  seconded  by  Secretary  Cecil;  \^ho  de- 
clared, <•  That  it  was  to  defray  the  queen  s 
1-  charges  at  New  haven,  the  navy,  and  the  nm-» 
'«  j  nitions  agaii^  John  Q'Nevle,  in  Ireland.** 
This  bill  was  sent  up  to  tlie  Lords,  on  tlie 


The  Queen  being  made  acquainted  with  the  '  17th  of  Dec,  and  passed,  that  house  on  the 
boldness  of  these  speeches,  it  gave  her  no  little  I  tBth,  The  grant  was  one  15ith,  one  lOtb^  an^ 
concern,  for  the  present,  though  she  seemed  to  '  a  subsidy  ;  a  subsidy  from  the  clergy  of  4s.  in 
overlook, it.  However,  the  points  above-men-  j  tlie  pound  to  be  paid  in  3  years,  ha4  been  con,- 
tioned  bcinjsr  still  insisted  on,  with  much  heat  •  firmed  by  pari,  some  days  before.  Part  of  this 
and  great  insolence;  and  the  members  so  |  tax,  says  Cambden,  the  queen  remitted;  a^ 
audacious  as  to  back  their  pertncss  with  invec-  '  not  carmg  to  lie  under  too  high  an  obligation 
tives  and  abuses,  the  quoen  was  resolved  to  ;  to  her  pari,  considering  slie  wasi  resolved  not 
.puta^topto  th^scprficecdii)gS5    Accordingly,    to  oblige  them,  oxthm  in  tnkii^g  a  busbmvii 
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ability,  wliich  putteth  me  in  remembrance  and 
good  hope,  persuading  me  that  you  will  not 
take  your  said  clemency  irom  me,  contrary  to 
your  nature.  A^ain,  when  I  consider  my  of- 
fice as  Speaker,  it  is  no  great  matter,  being 
but  a  mouthy  to  utter  things  appoiuted  me  to 
sj)^ak  tinto  you,  and  not  othenvise;  wliich 
consistetl)  only  in  speaking,  tuid  not  in  any 
other  knowledge ;  whereby  J  gather  how  it  is 
necessary,  I  speak  simply  and  plainly,  accord^ 
ing  to  the  truth  and  trust  rdposcd  in  mc.  And 
thus,  considering  whose  mouth  I  am,  which 
chose  me  to  speak  for  them,  being  the  kniglits, 
citizens,  and  burgesses,  who  were  not  also  by 
the  commons  cliosen  tor  their  eloquence,  but 
tor  tlieir  wisdom  and  discretion;  by  this 
moans,  being  Ih  men  to  whom  the  Commons 
have  committed  the  care  and  charge  of  tliem* 
selves,  wives  and  children,  lands  and  goods^ 
and  so  in  their  behalf  to  foresee,  and  take  or- 
der for  all  tilings  necessary.  Thus  they  being 
chosen  by  the  plain  commons,  it  is  necessary 
they  elect  a  plain  Speaker,  fit  for  the  plain 
matter,  and  tlierefore  well  provided  at  first  to 
have  such  a  one  as  should  use  plain  words^ 
and  not  either  so  fine  that  they  cannot  be  un- 
derstood, or  else  so  eloquent,  that  now  and 
then  they  miss  the  cushion;  But  Aow,  upon 
occasion  of  behold  uig  your  grace  and  this  no- 
ble assembly,  I  consider  the  manifold  and  ' 
great  benefits  which  God  suddenly  hath  sent  . 
unto  this  country;  for  although  God  hath 
granted  the  beneht  of  creation  and  conserva- 
tion, with  many  other  commodities,  to  other 
nations  of  the  world;  yet  this  our  native  coun- 
try he  hath  blessed,  not  only  with  the  like,  but 
also  with  much  more  fruitfuhiess  than  any 
other;  of  which  great  and  inestimable  benc,tit 
of  God's  preferment,  which  appeareth  better 
by  the  want  that  others  have  of  the  same,  I 
am  occasioned  now  to  speak,  the  rather  to 
move  And  stir  up  our  hearts  to  give  most 
hearty  thanks  to  God  for  the  same. — Now  to 
speak  of  govt,  by  Succession,  Election,  Reli- 
gion, or  Policy :  1st,  if  the  body  should  want 
a  head,  it  were  a  great  monster;  so  it  is  hkc- 
wise  if  it  Imvc  many  iieafls,  as  if  upon  every 
several  member  were  a  head.  And  to  speak 
of  one  head ;  although  in  the  bojly  be  several 
members,  which  he  made  of  flesh,  bones,  si- 
news, and  joints,  yet  the  one  head  thereof  go- 
vcrnclh  wisely  the  same;  which  if  it  should 
want,  we  should  be  worse  than  wild  beast* 
without  a  shepherd,  and  so  wortliily  be  called 
a  monstrous  beast.  Again,  if  the  body  should 
be  governed  by  many  heads,  then  the  same 
would  soon  come  to  destruction,  by  reason  of 
the  controversy  amongst  them,  who  would  ne- 
ver agree,  but  be  destroyed  without  any  fo- 
reign invasion ;  therefore  God  secth  it  is  need- 
ful that  the  people  have  a  king,  and  therefore 
a  king  is  g^nted  them ;  and  so  therefore  the 
best  govt,  is  to^  be  ruled  by  one'  kinaj,  and  not 
many,  who  may  maintain  and  cherish  the  good 
and  godly,  and  punish  the  ungodly  and  offend-^* 


In  this  session  was  passed  an  act,  declaring 
'*  the  election,  consecration,  confirmation  and 
Installment  of  the  abps.  and  hps.  of  England 
to  be  goo<i  and  lawful ;  atld  that  the  said  bps. 
v-ere  elected  and  consecrated  duly,  and  ac* 
cording  to  the  laws  of  the  hind." — A  hill  was 
also  brought  into  tlie  Lords,  and  read  twice, 
"  That  no  man  killing  any  person  at,  what  h 
called  in  the  Journals,  20-12  prick,  dt  lonlger 
Ynark,  shall  forfeit  liis  goods  or  chattels." 
Winch  biH,  because  it  touched  tlic  qucen^s 
^>rcrogative>  it  was  thought  convenient  to  pro- 
ceed in  it  no  fiirther,  till  her  maj.'s  pleasure 
\vas  kno^vn  therein.  But  we  hear  no  more  of 
It. — A  hst  of  tlie  public  acts  passed  in  this  ses- 
'kion  will  f)e  tbund  at  the  end  of  this  rei^n. 

llie  Pari,  dhsolved.]  The  bills  being  all 
Yeady,  after  a  siidtt  adjournment,  from  the  30th 
of  Dec.  to  the  '2d  of  Jan. ;  on  that  day,  the 
quedn  came,  by  water,  from  Whitehall,  as  was 
licr  usnal  custom,  and  landed  on  .the  back- 
"Bide  otthe  partiiament^chainber.  After  which, 
i>eing  apparelled  irt  lier  parliament-robes,  with 
a  caul  on  her  head^  she  Came  forth,'  and  pro- 
ceeded up  and  took  her  scat;  the  mar^.  of 
Northampton,  carrying  the  Cap  of  mainte- 
nance, stood  on  her  right  hand,  and  the  caH 
of  Westmoreland  the  sword  at  hfer  left  liand, 
^ith  the  heralds  mid  serjeants  of  arms  before 
lier;  the  queen's  mantle  bornfe  up  on  either 
iidc  fVom  her  arras  by  the  carl  of  Tx^icestcr 
and  the  lord  Ilunsdon,  who  always  stood  still  by 
lier  for  the  assisting  thereof,  when  she  stood 
up;  her  train  borne  by  the  lady  Strange,  a^- 
feisted  by  the  lord  chamberlain  and  vice  cham- 
berlain. At  tlie  left  hand  of  the  queen,  and 
^outh  side,  kneeled  the  ladles;  and  behind  the 

Sueen,  at  the  rail,  stood  tlie  lord  keeper  on 
le  right  hand,  tlie  lord  treasurer  on  tne  left 
liand,  u-ith  divers  young  lords  and  peers  eldest 
sons,  llicn  all  bemg  placed,  Mr.  Onslow  the 
^pcaket  *as  brought  in,  between  sir  Francis 
Ivnolles,  nee  chamberlain,  and  •  sir  Ambrose 
t^ave,  chancellor  ot'  tlic  duchy;  and  after  re- 
verence done,  proceeded  down  to  the  wall, 
and  from  thence  came  up  to  the  rail,  in  the 
way  making  3  reverences;  and  standing  there, 
made  other  3  like  reverences,  and  then  began 
iiis  oration,  as  followeth : 

The  Spettker^s  Speech.]  "  Most  excellent 
tknd  virtuous  princess,  &c.  Where  I  have  been 
elected  by  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses 
of  this  your  nether  4iouse,  to  be  their  mouth 
or  Speaker,  and  thereunto  appointed  and  al- 
lowed by  your  maj.  to  supply  thie  same  room, 
"to  tlie  bewrayine  of  my  wants;  especially,  that 
thereby  I  shall  be  forced  utteriy  to  discover 
the  l)arrcnnoss  of  my  learning  before  this  no- 
bble assemlily,  >whidi  not  a  lirae  grieveth  me, 
^and  would  gladly  be  excused,  considering  tlie 
true  saying,  ^*  how  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween a>%'i9emanBnd  a  fool,  if  they  may  keep 
^silence;"  wbich  I  require.  But  ajAfii,  consi- 
dering your  maj.'s  aemcncy,  tafcmg  in  good 
part  the  good  mi'of  (kn  piity.  for  tt-a&t  of 


crs. — As  for  govt,  by  Election,  in  that  is  great 
irnriancei  pumcularfy  strifbs  and  part-takings. 
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M  for  exanojpl^y  araongft  the  rest,  take  out 
one,  which  is  called  the  most  holy,  as  that  of 
llie  pope^  and  weigh  how  holily  and  quietly  it 
is  done,  called  ind«ed  holy  and  quiet,  but  ut- 
terly uohuly  aiid  unquiet,  with  great  part- 
takings  and  suites.  llow  toiiching  Religion. 
To  see  the  divine  providence  of  God,  how  that 
many  nations  be  governed  by  one  prince; 
which  were  impossible,  but  that  God  ordereth 
it  so,  by  whom  the  order  of  regimen  is  ap- 

Sointed,  and  that  in  his  scriptures ;  wherefore 
le  subjects  ought  to  obey  the  same,  yea,  al- 
though they  were  evil,  and  jnuch  more  those 
ihat  be  jiood.  So  God  hath  here  appointed 
US  not  a  heathen,  or  unbelieving  prince,  as  he 
might,  but  a  &ithiul,  and  one  of  hb  own  chil- 
dren, to  govern  us  his  children;  in  which  govt, 
the  prince  servcth  God  two  ways,  as  a  man 
and  as  a  king.  In  that  he  is  a  man,  he  ought 
to  live  and  serve  God,  as  one  of  his  good  crca^ 
lures;  and  that  he  is  a  king,  and  so  God's 
$pecial  creature,  be  ought  to  make  laws 
whcre^  God  may  be  truly  worshipped,  and 
that  his  subjects  nii^ht  do  no  injury  one  to 
another,  and  especiallv  to  make  quietness 
among  the  ministers  or  the  church ;  to  extiii- 
ipiishand  put  away  all  hurtful  and  onproSt- 
able  ceremonies,  in  any  case  contrary  to  God's 
word:  in  which  point  we  bave^  in  your  mig.'s 
behalf,  grea(  thanks  to  nve  unto  God.  in  set*- 
ting  forui  unto  us  the  liberty  of  God's  word, 
whereof  before  we  were  bereaved;  and  that 
you  have  reformed  the  state  of  the  corrupt 
church,  now  drawing  souls  out  of  dangerous 
errors,  which  afore  by  that  corruption  they 
were  led  and  brought  unto.  And  concerning 
Policy,  God  hath  committed  to  your  highness 
two  swords;  the  one  of  which  may  be  called 
the  sword  of  war,  to  punish  ^utward  enemies 
;wit(ial;  and  the  other  the  sword  of  iustice,  to 
correct  offending  subjects.  In  which  point  of 
policy  your  maj.  is  not  beliind  your  pro£eni-> 
tor^ ;  for  although,  at  vour  entrance,  you  found 
this  realm  in  war,  and  ungaruishcd  with  mu- 
jution^  and  that  with  such  store  as  never  was 
before;  yet  you  have  dislodged  our  ancient 
enemies,  which  were  planted  and  placed  even 
upon  the  walls  of  tliis  realm.  And  concem- 
•  lug  policy  in  laws,  as  hopes,  sinews,  and  joints 
be  tnc  forcc'of  a  natural  body,  so  are  good 
laws  the  strcng^  of  a  commonwealth:  and 
your  •laws  be  consisting  of  two  points,  the 
common  laws  and  the  statutes.  And  for  the 
Gommon  law,  it  b  so  grounded  on  God's  laws 
and  nature's,  that  3  several  nations  governing 
iiere  have  all  allowed  the  same;  which  is  not 
inferior,  but  rather  superior,  and  more  indif> 
Ibrent  than  any  i>tber  law.  For,  by  our  com- 
mon law,  althout^  there  be  for  the  prince 
provided  many  prinoeiY  prerogatives  and  roT- 
alties ;  yet  it  is  not  such  as  the  prince  can  take 
money,  or  other  thiugis  or  <)  j  as  he  will,  atbis 
own  pleasure,  witheut  order;  but  quietly  to 
suffer  his  subjects  to  enjoy  their  own,  without 
wrooeful  oppression,  wherein  other  princes  by 
their  liberty  do  take  oi  pleaseth  them.  Aris- 
totU  sai^  M  tbut  tli9  life  gf  the  prince  is  the 


mainteuaqce  of  the  laws,  aii4  that  it  is  better 
to  be  governed  by  a  gooH  prince  than  by  good 
laws;''  and  so  your  m%|*  at  a  good  prince,  is 
not  dven  to  tyranny,  contrary  to  your  laws ; 
but  have. and  do  pardon  divers  of  your  subjects 
offendios  against  the  laws.  As  now  for  ex- 
ample of  your  bpetjal  mce,  you  have  granted 
a  general  pardon,  either  without  our  seeking 
or  looking  for,  wberebjrit  is  the  better  wel^ 
come.  Again,  your  miy.  hath  not  attempted 
to  make,  laws  contrary  to  order,  but  orderly 
have  called  this  pari,  who  perceived  certaia 
wants,  and  thercuuto  have  put  their  helping 
hand.  And  for  help  of  evil  manners,  good 
laws  are  brought  forth;  of  the  which  wc  be- 
seech your  excellent  miy.  so  many  as  you  shall 
allow,  to  jbspire  with  the  breath  of  your  maj.'s 
power;  whereby  they  may  be  quickened 
which  now  want  life,  and  so  be  made  laws. 
Furthermore,  concerning  payments  to  be  made 
to  the  prince,  it  is  as  to  deUver  the  same  to 
God's  ministers,  who  are  appomted  alwavs  for 
our  defence;  wherefore  your  humble  subjects 
do  o6^r  a  Subsidy,  to  be  pot  into  your  maj  .'9 
treasure;  which,  although  it  be  but  as  a  mite, 
or  a  fiuthing,  yet  is  the  good  will  of  diem  to 
be  reputed  as  the  poor  widow's  was  in  the 
gospel;  wherein  I  must  not  omit  to  do  that 
which  never  Speaker  did  before,  viz.  to  desire 
yoiir  vaej,  not  to  regard  this  simple  offer  of 
ours,  but  therein  to  accept  our  good  will, 
wherein  your  highness  hath  prevented  me  in 
taking  in  the  best  part  our  good  wOl;  and  re- 
quired us  to  retain  in  our  hands  part  of  our 
fift,  and  accounting  it  to  be  in  our  purses  as 
in  your  own ;  and  so  is  our  duty,  besides  the 
policy  thereof,  it  being  for  our  own  defence; 
and  also  honestjr,  for  that  we  have  received 
many  beneiitd  by  your  maj.;  for  he  that  doth 
a  good  turn  deserieth  the  praise,  and  not  he 
which  afterwards  goeth  about  to  reward,  or 
doth  reward  the  same.  Also  giniu;  most 
hearty  thanks  to  God,  for  that  your  highness 
hath  signified  your  pleasure  of  your  inclination 
tomarria^;  which  afore  you  were  not  given 
unto,  which  is  done  for  our  safeguard ;  tha^ 
when  God  shall  call  you,  you  shall  leave  of 
your  own  badj  to  succeed  you,  which  was  the 
greatest  promise  that  God  made  to  David, 
and  the  ^eatest  request  that  Abraham  desired 
of  God,  when  God  promiseci  him  exceeding 
great  reward;  who  said,  '*  Lord,  what  wik 
tnou  ^ve  me  when  t  go  childless;  and  be  that* 
is  the  steward  of  mine  house  b  mine  lieiri||' 
llierefore  God  grant  us,  that  as  your  mij. 
hath  defended  the  faith  of  Abraham,  you  may 
have  the  like  desiie  of  issue  with  you.  And 
for  that  purpose,  that  you  would  shortly  em- 
brace the  hdlv  state  of  matrimony,  to  bare 
one,  when  and  with  v?hom  God  shall  appoint, 
andbestiike  ymurm^.;  imd  so  the  issue  of 
your  own  4)ody»  by  your  example,  rule  over 
owr  posterior:  a^d  t^at  we  may  obtain  this, 
let  nsgive  oar  moat  bmnble  thanks  to  God 
for  his  manifold  benefits  bestowed  upon  us, 
and  pray  for  die  j«ign  of  your  maj.'s  issue,  a(< 
ter  pm  lang-d^siredfor^fp^iitt': 
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Tlien  the  Lord  Keeper  (after  the  queen  had 
called  him,  and  told  him  her  mmd)  answered 
to  Mr.  Speaker,  and' said : 

The  Lord  Keeper^ s  Answer.'^  "  Mr.  Speaker; 
the  queen  hath  heard  and  understood  your 
•wise  and  eloquent  oration,  whereby  principally 
I  gather  4  things ;  let,  disabling  yourself.  2nd, 
concerning  governance.  The  Srd,  touching 
the  subsidy.  And,  lastly,  in  giving  tbanks; 
"which  also  was  intermingled  vej-y  wisely  in  all 
parts  of  your  oration.  And  for  the  1st,  in  dis- 
abling yourself,  you  have  therein  contrarily  be- 
vrayecf  your  own  abieness.  For  the  2nd,  con- 
cerning governance,  as  well  by  siicccssion  as 
election,  of  religion  and  pohcy,  in  which  dis- 
course you  have  dealt  well,  I  therefore  leave 
it,  and  mean  to  speak  ordy  a  few  words,  as  to 
your  last  word,  policy. — PoUtic  orders  be  rules 
of  all  good  acts,  an cf  touching  those  that  you 
have  made  to  the  overthrowing  of  good  laws, 
they  deserve  reproof  as  well  as  the  others  de- 
sene  praise;  in  which  like  case  you^err,  in 
bringing  hcrmaj.'s  prerogative  in  question,  and 
for  that  tiling,  w  herein  she  meant  not  to  hurt 
any  of  your  liberties.  And  again,  the  grant  of 
her  letters  patents  iu*questi on  is  not  a  little 
man-el,  for  that  therein  you  find  fault;  which 
is  now  no  new-devised  thing,  but  such  as  afore 
this  time  hath  been  used  and  put  in  practice ; 
fcowbeit,  her  maj.V  nature  is  mild  and  full  of 
clemency ;  so  that  she  is  loth  herein  to  be  aus- 
tere ;  ancj  therefore,  though  at  this  time  she 
suffer  you  all  to  depart  quietly  unto  your  coun- 
tries for  your  amendment,  yet  as  it  is  needful, 
so  she  hopeth  that  the  offenders  will  hereafter 
use  themselves  well. — Again,  touching  the  good 
laws,  which  you  havo*taken  great  pains  in  mak- 
ing :  if  they  be  not  executed,  they  be  not  oidy 
as  rods  without  hands  to  execute  them,  or  as 
torches  without  light,  but  hIso  breed  great  con- 
tempt :  tlierefore  look  well  to  the  execution ; 
For,  if  it  be  not  done,  the  fault  is  in  some  of 
us,  which  she  putteth  orderly  in  trust  to  see  it 
done, — For  the  3rd  point,  concerning  the  pre- 
sentment of  the  subsidy^  her  maj.  biddeth  me 
say,  that  when  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
granted  it  unto  her,  so  she  trusteth  you  will  be 
as  careRJ  in  gathenng  of  it;  which  I,  and 
others  be  witness,  how  very  unwilling  and  loth 
she  was  to  take,  but  to  avoid  further  inconve- 
nience.— And  lastly,  concerning  knowledge  of 
benefits,  and  giving  of  thanks,  which  you  have 
well  (declared  be  many,  yet  one  in  comparison 
above  all,  yea,  a  fruit  al)ove  all  other,  and 
whereby  you  may  enjoy  all  the  other,  which  Ts 
her  marriage ;  whereof  she  hath  put  you  in 
good  hope. — Further,  1  have  to  put  you  in  re- 
membrance of  3  things;  the  1st  is,  that  where 
now  you  acknowledge  benefits,  and  as  you 
have  cause  to  give  thanks ;  so  2ndly,  that  you 
be  not  unmindftil  hereafter  to  do  the  like ;  and 
Srdly,  that  in  all  your  doings  hereafter,  you 
show  yourselves,  that  all  these  benefits  be  had 
in  remembrance,  and  not  forgotten ;  for  tliat 
it  should  be  a  thing  against  reason  in  human 
creatures ;  especially  therefore  now  it  behoveth 
j^ou  all,  as  you  have'  «ckDowledged  benefits^ 

Vol.  t. 


and  for  them  eiven  thanks  in  the  first  point,  so 
that  you  see  the  other  two  obsen  cd.  And  then 
her  roiy.  will  not  fail  likewise  thankfully  to  ac« 
cent  the  same." 

The  Queen* $  Speech, 1  Then  the  Queen  stand-f 
ing  up>  said  (after  she  had  given  her  royal  as- 
sent unto  19  public  acts,  and  13  private) : — 

"  My  Lords,  and  others  the  Commons  of 
this  Assembly ;  although  the  Xx>rd  Keeper  hath, 
according  to  order,  very  well  answered  in  my 
name,  yet  as  a  periphrasis  I  have  a  few  words 
forther,  to  speak'unto  you :  notwithstanding  t 
have  not  been  used,  nor  love  to  do  it,  in  such 
open  assemblies ;  yet  now,  not  to  the  end  to 
amend  his  talk,  but  remembring  tliat  common- 
ly princes  own  words  be  better  printed  in  the 
hearers  memory,  than  those  spoken  by  their 
command ;  I  mean  to  say  thus  much  unto  you. 
I  have  in  this  assembly  found  so  much  dissimu- 
lation, where  I  always  professed  plainness,  that 
I  marvel  thereat;  yea  two  faces  under  one 
hood,  and  the  body  rotten,  being  covered  with 
two  vizors.  Succession  and  Liberty,  which  they 
determined  must  be  either  presently  granted, 
denied  or  deferred.  In  granting  whereof,  they 
had  their  desires,  and  denying  or  deferring 
tlicreof  (those  things  being  so  plaudable,  as 
indeed  to  all  men  they  are)  tliey  thought  to 
work  me  that  miscliief,  which  never  foreign 
enemy  could  bring  to  pass,  which  is  the  ha- 
tred of  my  commons.  Bur,  alas  I  they  began 
to  pierce  the  vessel  before  the  wine  was  fined, 
and  began  a  thing  not  foreseeing  the  end,  how 
by  this  means  I  have  seen  my  wellwillcrs  from 
mine  enemies,  and  can,  as  me  seemeth,  very 
well  divide  the  house  into  four.  1st,  th* 
broachers  and  workers  thereof,  who  are  in  the 
greatest  fault ;  "Sndly,  the  speakers,  who,  by 
eloquent  tales,  persuaded  otliers,  are  in  the 
next  degree;  3rdly,  the  agreers,  who  being  so 
light  of  credit,  that  the  eloquence  of  the  talcs 
so  overcame  them,  that  they  gave  more  credit 
thereunto,  than  unto  their owii  wits;  and  lastly, 
those  that  sat  still  mute,  and  meddled  not  there- 
with, but  rather  wondered,  disallowing  tlio 
matter ;  wllo,  in  my  opinion,  are  most"  to  be 
excused. — But,  do  you  think,  that  either  I  am 
unmindfiil  of  your  surety  by  Succession,  where- 
in is  all  my  care,  considering  I  know  myself  to 
be  mortal?  No,  I  warrant  you.  Or  that  I 
went  about  to  break  your  Liberties  ?  No,  it 
was  never  in  my  meaning,  but  to  stay  you  be- 
fore you  fell  into  the  ditch.  For  all  things 
have  their  time.  And  although,  perhaps,  you 
may  have,  after  me,  one  better  learned,  or 
wiser;  yet  I  "assure  you,  none  more  careful 
over  you  :  and  therefore,  hencefortli,  whether 
I  live  to  see  the  like  assembly  or  no,  or  how- 
ever it  be,  yet  beware,  however,  you  prove 
your  princes  patience,  as  you  have  now  done 
mine.  And,  now  to  conclude,  all  this  notwiih- 
standing  (not  meaning  to  make  a  Lent  of 
Cluistmas)  the  most  part  of  you  may  assure, 
yourselves,  that  you  depart  in  your  princes 
gnice." — ^This  speech  being  ended,  the  Lord 
Keeper,  by  her  roaj.'s  command,  dissolved  the 
parliament. 
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We  have  now  a  space  of  5  years  before  we 
toect  wirti  another  pari. ;  during  which  time, 
the  unfortunate  Queen  of  Scots  nad  been  dri- 
ven out  of  her  kingdom,  by  her  rebellious  sub- 
jects, and  forced  to  seek  protection  from  her 
hear  kinswoman  and  sister  queen,  Elizabeth. 
In  this  interval,  also,  a  dangerous  insurrection 
liad  broken  out  in  the  north  of  England ;  head- 
ed by  the  earl»  of  Northumberland  and  West- 
moreland. It  grew  to  some  height  in  a  short 
time;  but  was  soon  suppressed  by  the  earl 
lof  Sussex,  who  was  sent  by  the  queen  against 
tiicm. 

A  Pari  calkd.]  In  1571,  a  pari,  was  called 
to  meet  at  Wcbtminster,  on  the  2d  of  April. 
The  initial  Ceremonies  and  speeches  are  wholly 
bmittcd  in  both  the  Journals ;  but  sir  Simonds 
D'Ewes  has  supplied  them  from  a  manuscript 
Journal,  then  in  his  possession,  and  taken  by 
some  member  of  the  commons  in  that  pari. 
It  Ijci^ins  thus  : — 

On  Monday  the  2nd  of  April,  the  pari,  be- 
^ ginning  (accwding  to  the  writs  of  summons 
jfcnt  forth)  licr  majv  about  11  of  the  clock,  came 
towards  Westminster,  in  the  ancient  accus- 
tomed most  honourable  passage,  having  first 
riding  before  litr  the  centlcmcn  sworn  to  at- 
tend her  person,  the  batclielors  knights,  after 
them  the  kniglits  of  the  bath,  then  the  barons 
6f  the  exchequer,  and  judges  of  eirfier  bench, 
•Svith  the  ma4>ter  of  the  rolls,  her  maj.'t»  attorney- 
ceneral,  and  soiici tor-general ;  after  whom  fol- 
lowed in  order,  the  bps*  ^nd  after  tliem  the 
earls,  then  the  abp.' of  Canterbury,  The  Hat 
of  Maintenance  was  carried  by  the  marquis  of 
Nortliampton,  and  the  sword  by  the  earl  of 
Sussex.  The  place  of  the  Lord  Steward,  for 
Chat  day,  was  supplied  by  tlie  lord  Clinton, 
lord  admiral  of  England  ;  the  lord  great  cham- 
berlain was  tlie  carl  of  Oxford ;  and  the  earl 
iharshaly  by  deputation  from  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, was  the  eari  of  Worcester*  Her  maj.  sat 
in  Iter  coach,  in  her  imperial  robes,  and  a 
"Wreath  or  coronet  of  gold,  set  with  rich  pearls 
and  stones,  over  her  bead ;  her  coach  drawn 
by  two  palfries,  covered  with  crimson  velvet, 
^rawn  out,  imbosscd  and  imbroidercd  very 
richly.  Next  after  heir  chariot  followed  the 
^arl  of  Leicester,  in  respect  of  his  office  of  the 
master  of  the  hoi'se,  leadmg  her  roaj.'s  spare 
horse.  And  then  47  ladies  and  women  ot  ho- 
Jiour;  the  guard  in  their  rich  coats  going  on 
every  side  of  them ;  the  trumpeters  before  the 
ftrst,  sounding ;  and  heralds  nding,  and  keep- 
itig  their  rooms  and  places  Olrderly.  In  W<st- 
niiiister  church  the  bp.  of  lincoln  preached  be- 
fore her  maj.  whose  sermon  l>eing  done,  her 
maj.  came  from  the  church,  the  lords  all  on 
fbot,  in  order  as  afore ;  and  over  her  head  a 
rich  cmiopv  was  carried  all  the  way.  She  be- 
ing entered  into  the  Upper  House  ofyparl.  and 
there  sat  in  princely  and  seemly  sort,  under  a 
bigh  and  rich  cloth  of  estate ;  her  robe  was 
supported  by  the  earl  of  Oxford,  the  eari  of 
Sussex  kneeling,  holding  the  sword  on  the  letl 
hand,  and  the  earl  of  Huntingdon  holding  the 
kat  of  estate^  and  tha  lords  all  in  their  places 


on  each  side  of  the  chamber ;  that  is  to  tmy, 
the  lords  spiritual  on  the  right  hand,  and  the 
lords  temporal  on  the  left.  The  judges  and  her 
learned  council,  being  at  the  woolsacks  in  the 
midst  of  the  chamber,  and  at  her  highnesses 
feet,  at  each  side  of  her  kneeling  one  of  the 
grooms,  or  gentlemen  of  the  chamber,  their 
mccs  towards  her ;  the  knights,  citizens  and 
burgesses  all  standing  below  the  bar,  her  maj. 
then  stood  up  in  her  regal  scat,  and  with  a 
princely  grace  and  singular  good  countenance, 
after  a  long  stay,  spake  a  tew  words  to  this 
effect : — 

The  Queen* t  Speech.']  "  My  right  loving  lords, 
and  you  our  right  faitliftd  and  obedient  sub- 
jects :  We  in  the  name  of  God,  for  his  ser- 
vice, and  for  the  safety  of  this  state,  are  now 
here  assembled,  to  his  glory,  I  hope,  and  praj 
that  it  may  be  to  your  comfort,  and  the  com- 
mon quiet  of  our,  yours,  and  all  ours  for  ever.** 

And  then  looking  on  tlie  right  side  of  her, 
towards  sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  knt.  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  great  seal  of  England,  standing  a  little 
beside  tlie  cloth  of  estate,  and  somewhat  back 
and  lower  from  the  same,  she  wiljed  him  to 
shew  the  cause  of  the  pari,  who  thereupon 
spake  as  foUoweth  : — 

The  Lord  Keepej^s  Speech.]  «  The  queen's 
most  excellent  maj.  our  most  dread  and  gra- 
cious sovereign,  hath  commanded  me  to  de- 
clare nnto  you,  the  causes  of  your  calling  and 
assembling  at  tliis  time,  which  I  mean  to  do  as 
briefly  as  I  can,  led  thereunto  as  one  very  loth 
to  be  tedious  to  her  maj.  and  also  because  to 
wise  men,  and  well-disposed  (as  I  judge  you 
be)  a  few  words  do  suffice.  The  causes  be 
chiefly  two,  the  one  to  establish  or  dissolve 
laws,  as  best  shall  serve  fof  the  governance  of 
the  realm.  The  other,  so  to  consider  of  the 
crown  and  state,  as  it  may  be  best  preserved 
in  tunc  of  peace,  and  best  defended  in  the  tinie 
of  war,  according  to  the  honour  due  unto  it. 
And  because  in  all  councib  and  conferences, 
first  and  chiefly  there  should  be  sought  the 
advancement  of  God's  honour  ^d  glory,  as 
the  sure  and  infallible  foundation,  whereupon 
the  policy  of  every  good  pubUc  weal  is  to  be 
erected  and  built;  and  as  the  streight  line, 
whereby  it  is  principally  to  be  directed  *end 
governed,  and  as  the  ciiief  pillar  and  buttress, 
wherewith  it  is  continually  to  be  sustained  and 
maintained;  therefore,  for  the  well-performing 
of  the  former  touching  laws,  you  are  to  con- 
sider, 1st,  whether  the  Ecclesiastical  Laws  con- 
cerning the  discipline  of  the  church,  be  sufficient 
or  no  ?  and  if  any  want  shall  be  found,  to  sup- 
ply the  same ;  and  thereof  the  greatest  care 
ought  to  depend  upon  my  lords  the  bps.  to 
whom  the  execution  thereof  especially  per- 
tains, and  to  whom  the  imperfections  of  the 
same  be  best  known. — ^And  as  to  the  Temporal 
Laws,  you  are  to  examine,  whetlicr  any  of 
them,  already  made,  be  too  sliarp  or  too  sore, 
or  over  burthenous  to  the  subject ;  or  whether 
any  of  Uiem  be  too  loose  or  two  soft,  and  so 
over  perilous  to  the  state.  For  like  as  the 
former  may  put  in  danger  maojr  aa  innoceDt, 
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vrithout  cause,  particuIfM-ly ;  so  the  2ncl  may 
put  in  peril  both  the  nocent  and  innocent,  and 
the  whole  state  universally.  You  are  also  to 
examine  the  want  and  superfluity  of  laws :  you 
are  to  look  whether  there  be  too  many  laws  for 
any  thing,  whicli  brcedeth  so  many  doubts, 
that  the  subject  sometimes  is  to  seek  how  to 
observe  them,  and  the  councellor  how  to  give 
advice  concerning  them. — ^Now  the  2nd,  which 
concerns  a  sufficient  Provision  for  the  Crown 
^nd  State ;  herein  you  are  to  call  to  remem- 
brance how  the  crown  of  this  realm  Imtli  been 
many  ways  charged  extraordinnrily  of  late; 
not  possibly  to  be  born  by  the  ordinarily  reve- 
nues of  tlie  same,  and  therefore  of  necessity  to 
be  relieved  otherwise  as  heretofore  it  hath 
commonly  and  necessarily  been.  For,  like  as 
the  ordinary  charge  hath  been  always  born  by 
ordinary  revenues,  so  the  extraordinary  charge 
bath  always  been  sustained  by  an  extraordi- 
nary reUef,  This  to  those  that  be  of  under- 
standing is  knpwn,  not  only  to  be  proper  to 
kingdoms  and  empires,  but  also  is,  hath  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  a  necessary  peculiar  partain- 
Ing  to  all  commonwealths,  and  private  states' 
of  men,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest ;  the 
rules  of  reason  hath  ordained  it  so  to  be. — 
iJut,  here  I  rest  greatly  perplexed,  whether  I 
ought  to  open  and  remember  unto  you,  such 
reasons  as  may  be  easily  produced,  to  move 
you  tliankfully  and  readily  to  grant  this  extra- 
ordinary reliefer  no :  I  know  the  queen's  maj. 
conceiveth  so  great  hope  of  your  prudent  fore- 
seeing what  is  to  be  donfe,  and  of  your  good 
wills  and  readiness  to  perform  that,  wliich  by 
prudence  you  foresee,  that  few  or  no  persua- 
sions at  all  are  needful  for  the  bringing  this  to 
pass.  Nevertheless,  because*  by  the  antient 
order  heretofore  used,  it  is  my  office  and  duty 
somewhat  to  say  in  this  case,  and  likewise  all 
men  also  that  be  present,  neither  understand 
afikc,  nor  remember  alike :  therefore  I  mean, 
with  your  favour  and  patience,  tg  trouble  you 
with  a  few  words,  touching  this  point.  True, 
h  is,  that  there  be  !3  things  that  oug;lit  vehe- 
mently to  move  us,  frankly,  bountifully,  and 
readily  to  deal  in  this  matter,  Tlic  foi*raer  is 
the  great  benefits  that  we  liavc  received  :  the 
2nd  is  the  necessity  of  the  cause.  If  we  should 
forget  the  former,  wc  are  to  be  charged  as  most 
ungrate  and  unthankful;  and  the  forgetfu4ncss 
of  the  2nd  doth  charge  us,  as  uncareful  of  our 
own  livings  and  liberties,  and  of  our  lives ;  the 
former  movetb  by  reason,  and  the  2nd  urgcth 
by  nccessit^r,  And  here,  tq  begia  ^ith  the 
former,  albeit  that  the  benefits  that  the  realm 
hath  received  by  God's  grace,  and  tlie  queen's 
maj.'s  goodness,  both  for  the  number  and  great- 
ness, are  such  as  may  be  more  easily  marvelled 
at,  than  worthily  weiglied  and  considered :  yet 
mean  I  to  remember  briefly  3  of  them,  where- 
of the  1st  and  chief'  is  restoring  and  setting  at 
liberty  God's  l^oly  Word  amongst  us;  the  great- 
est and  most  precious  treasure  that  can  be  in 
this  world :  for  that  either  doth,  or  should  be- 
nefit us  in  the  best  degree;  to  wit,  our  minds 
Utt^  souls  i  and  look  how  mu^h  Our  souls  excel 


our  bodies,  so  much  must  needs  the  benefits  of 
our  souls  excel  the  benefits  of  our  bodies; 
whereby  also,  as  by  a  necessary  consequent, 
wc  are  delivered,  and  made  free  from  th« 
bondage  of  the  Roman  tyranny ;  therefore  this 
is  to  be  thought  of  us  the  most  principal  be- 
nefit.— ^The  2nd  is  the  inestimable  benefit  of 
Peace  during  the  time  of  ten  whole  years  to- 
getlier,  and  more ;  and  what  is  peace  ?  Is  it 
not  the  richest  and  most  wished  for  oniamcnt 
tliat  pertains  to  any  public  weal  ?  Is  not  peace 
the  mark  and  end  that  all  good  governments 
direct  their  actions  unto  ?  Nay,  is  there  any 
benefit,  be  it  never  so  great,  that  a  man  majf 
take  the  whole  commodity  of,  without  the  be-« 
nefit  of  peace  ?  Is  there  any  so  little  common 
ditv,  but  through  peace  a  man  may  have  the 
full  fruition  of  it?  By  this  we  geuorally  and- 
joyfully  possess  all ;  and  without  thia  generally 
and  ioyfully  we  possess  nothing.  A  man  that 
would  sufm:iently  consider  all  the  commodi-* 
ties  of  peace,  ought  to  call  to  remegibrance  alt 
the  mberies  of  war ;  for  in  reason  it  seems  as 
^reat  a  benefit  in  being  delivered  of  the  one,  aa 
m  the  possessing  of  tlie  other.  Yet  if  thci:^ 
were  nothing,  the  common  and  lamentable  ca^  " 
lamities  and  miseries  of  our  neighbours  round 
about  us,  for  want  of  peace,  may  give  us  to  un-» 
derstand  what  blessedness  we  be  in  that  pos-» 
sess  it.  Thc^e  be  that  never  acknowledge  bq- 
nefits  to  their  value,  whiUt  they  possess  theu^, 
but  when  Chcy  are  taken  from  them>  and  so 
find  their  want ;  marry,  such  be  not  worthy  of 
them..  Now  is  it  possible,  troiv  vou^  that  this 
blessed  benefit  of  peace  could  h  ive  beenJrom 
time  to  time  tlms  long  conserved  and  confer-i 
red  upon  us,  had  not  the  mind,  affection  and 
love,  that  our  sovereign  bears  towards  us  her 
subjects,  bred  such  care  over  us  in  her  breast, 
as  for  the  well4)ringing  of  tliis  to  pass,  she  hath 
forborn  no  care  of  mind,  no  travel  o(  body, 
nor  expcnce  of  her  treasure,  nor  sale  of  her 
lands ;  no  adventuring  of  her  credit,  eithe  r  at 
home  or  abroad  ?  a  plain  and  manifest  arg  u- 
ment,  how  dear  and  precious  the  safety  and 
quiet  of  us  her  subjects  be  to  her  maj.  And 
can  there  be  a  greater  persuasion  to  move  us 
to  our  power  to  tender  the  like  ? — Tlie  3rd  i^ 
tliq  great  benefit  of  clemency  and  mercy.  I 
pray  you,  hath  it  been  seen  or  read,  that  any 
prince  of  this  realm,  during  whole  10  years 
reign,  and  more,  hath  had  his  hands  so  cleaq 
fi-om  blood  ?  If  no  offonce  were,  her  maj. '3 
wisdom  in  governing  was  the  more  to  be  wou-r 
dered  at ;  and  if  offences  were,  then  her  maj.  s 
clemency  and  mercy  the  more  to  be  commend-i 
ed.  '  Misericordia  ejus  super  omnia  opera 
ejus.'  Besides,  like  as  it  hath  pleased  God  10 
years  and  more,  by  the  ministry  of  our  said 
sovereign,  to  bless  this  realm  with  those  two 
inestimable  benefits  of  peace  and  clemency,  so 
there  is  no  cause  but  the  same  might  by  Clod's 
^race  have  continued  20  years  longer,  without 
mtermission,  had  not  tlie  raging  romauisc  re- 
bels entertained  the  matter.  And  here  it  h  ta 
be  noted,  that  this  merciful  and  peaceful  reign 
10  ycnrs  and  more,  hath  happened  in  the 
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time  of  Christ*s  religion  now  established.  I 
cannot  think  that  any  man  can  follow  me  in 
'  tills,  in  the  time  of  the  Romish  religion  since 
the  conquest.  Nay,  a  man  might  atidrm,  that 
t1iis.is  an  ci^ample  for  times  to  come,  without 
auy  like  in  times  past ;  comparing  siugnla  sin- 
gulis, what  should  I  say  ?  these  be  the  true 
fruits  of  true  religion.  I  could  further  remem- 
ber you  of  the  fruits  of  justice,  the  benefit  of 
tcstoring  your  money  to  fineness ;  yea,  I  could 
put  you  in  mind,  hut  I  think  it  needs  not,  it 
nappened  so  late,  of  a  subsidy  granted,  where- 
of ine  queen's  maj.  of  her  own  bountifulness, 
remitted  the  one  half;  was  the  like  here  in 
England  ever  seen  or  heard  of?  But  being  out 
of  doubt,  that  these  benefits  already  remem- 
bered be  sufficient  of  themselves  to  move  you 
to  be  thankful  to  your  power,  I  leave  any  lon- 
ger to  detain  you  in  this  point. — And  albeit  a 
subject  cannot  yield  any  benefit  to  his  sove- 
reign in  the  same  nature  that  he  receiveth  it ; 
because  every  benefit  is  'Aore  than  duty,  and 
more  than  duty  a  subject  cannot  yield  to  his 
sovereign :  yet  can  it  not  be  denied,  but  a  sub- 
ject's acknowledging  of  benefits  received,  join- 
ed with  good- VI  ill  to  yield  as  far  as  liberty  will 
reach,  doth  sufhciently  satisfy  for  the  subject, 
for,  *  ultra  posse  non  est  esse.'  To  your  best 
actions  therefore  address  ye.  And  thus  much 
concerning  benefits. — ^Now  to  the  ^nd  part, 
concerning  urging  by  necessity,  true  it  is,  that 
the  extraordinary  matters  of  Charge,  happen- 
ed since  the  last  assembly  here,  urging  to  have 
by  necessity  a  relief  granted,  amongst  many 
oilicrs  be  these.  First,  the  great  charge  in 
.  suppressing  the  late  northern  reheUion,  with 
charges  also  in  reducing  those  the  queen's  ene- 
mies in  Scotland,  that  assisted  the  rebels,  and 
made  roads  into  England.  The  continual 
growing  expcnces,  by  reason  of  Ireland,  as  in 
subduing  the  rebels  within  that  realm,  and 
withstanding  the  Scots  northward,  and  other 
foreign  forces,  intending  invasion  southward. 
To  these  3  charges  by  land,  you  may  add  a 
,4th  by  sea;  as  the  preparation  and  setting 
forth  of  ships,  partly  for  the  defence  against  all 
foreign  forces,  suspected  end  intended,  partly 
for  the  safe  conducting  of  the  wares  ana  njer- 
'chandizes  in  greater  strength  and  longer  cut 
thtm  heretofore  hath  been  used.  These  and 
such  like  extrr  ordinary  charges,  whereof  there 
bo  siuidry,  witli  the  remains  of  old  charges  not 
possible  to  be  born  by  the  ordinary  revenue, 
«tnd  yet  of  necessity  to  be  expended,  do  greatly 
exceed  any  extraordinary  aid  therefore  com- 
monly granted.  Again,  the  great  decay  of  the 
queen's  Customs,  by  reason  of  stay  and  alter- 
aricm  of  trafBdk  (albeit  ujpon  just  occasion) 
hath  bred  no  small  want ;  for  although  in  time 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  will  grow 
fiZ'xm  to  his  old  course,  and  continue  with 
great  surety :  yet,  in  the  mean  time,  this  want 
must  some  way  be  supplied;  for  you  know  the 
horse  must  be  provided  for,  whilst  the  grass  is 
in  growing.  At  the  least,  let  us  do  so  much 
for  ourselves,  as  we  do  for  our  horses.  For 
ourselves  it  is  that  are  to  be  relieved  in  this 


case.  This  I  must  needs  say,  that  if  the  ^aeenlv 
maj.  did  use  in  matters  of  expence,  to  do  ai 
commonly  princes  heretofore  have  used  to  do, 
then  with  the  more  difficulty  might  such  ex- 
traordinary aid  be  assented  unto,  and  yet  of 
necessity  to  be  had,  to  withstand  a  greater 
necessity.  It  hath  been  used  in  times  past, 
that  pnnces  pleasures  and  delights  have  oeen 
commonly  followed  in  matters  of  charge,  as 
things  of  necessity.  And  now,  because,  God 
be  praised,  the  relieving  of  the  realm's  neces- 
sity is  become  the  princes  pleasure  and  de- 
ligtit,  a  noble  conversion  (God  continue  it,  and 
make  us,  as  we  ought  to  be  earnestly  thankiViI 
for  it  I)  a  princely  example  shewed  by  a  sove- 
reign for  subjects  to  follow.  To  descend  in 
some  particulars.  What  need  I  tq  remember 
unto  you,  how  the  gorgeous,  sumptuous,  super- 
fluous buildings  of  tin\e  past  be  for  the  reatmV 
good,  by  Tier  maj.  in  this  time  turned  into 
necessary  buildings,  and  upholdings?  The 
chargeaole,  glittering,  dorious  triumphs  into 
delectable  pastimes  anxT shows  f  Ambassadors 
of  charge  into  such  as  be  void  of  excess,  and  yet 
honourable  and  comely  ?  These  and  such  like 
are  dangerous  dams,  able  to  dry  up  the  flow- 
ing fountains  of  any  treasure;  and  yet  these 
imperfections  have  been  commonly  princei 
peculiars,  especially  young.  One  free  A'om 
these  was  accounted  '  rnra  avis,'  &c  and  yet 
(God  be  thanked)  a  phoenix,  a  blessed  bird  of 
this  kind  God  hath  blessed  us  with.  I  think 
it  may  be  affirmed,  and- that  truly,  that  there 
hath  not  been  any  matter  of  great  charge 
taken  in  hand  by  her  maj.  in  tliis  happy  reigu 
of  12  years  and  more,  that  hath  not  been 
thought  before  convenient  to  be  done  for  the 
weal  and  profit  ef  the  realm ;  so  far  her  high- 
ness is  from  spending  of  treasure  in  vain  mat- 
ters,  and  therefore  the  rather  how  can  a  man 
make  any  difficulty  to  contnbute  according  to 
his  power?  especially,  in  maintaining  of  his 
sovereign,  his  country,  his  self,  his  wife  and 
children,  and  what  not?  having  so  long  a  proof 
by  experience  of  such  an  empfijyment?  Ilere 
I  would  put  you  in  mind  of  extraordinary 
charges  to  come,  which  in  reason  seems  evi- 
dent ;  but  so  I  should  be  over  tedious  unto' 
you,  and  '  frustra  fit  per  plura  quod  fieri  po- 
test per  pauciora.'  And  therefore  here  I  make 
an  end,  doubting  that  I  have  tarried  you 
longer  than  I  promised  or  meant,  or  perchance 
needed,  your  wisdoms  and  good  inclinations 
considered.  But  you  know  things  are  to  be 
done  both  in  form  and  matter;  and  my  trust 
is,  that  if  I  had  stayed,  I  may  be  warr^ted 
by  cither,  or  by  both,  that  you  will  take,  it  in 
good  parL" 

T/if  Speaker's  Speech,"]  The  Journalist  pro« 
cceds  then  to  tell  us,  that  on  the  4th  of  April  the 
Commons  presented  Christopher  Wjsy,  esq. 
Serjeant  at  law,  as  their  Speaker;  whose  excuse 
not  being  allowed,  he  made  an  oration  in  sub- 
stance as  follows;  first,  he  said,  '<  he  desired  to 
be  heard  to  say  somewhat  concerning  the  or* 
derly  govt,  of  a  conimonweal,  which  to  be  "duly . 
done,  there  wore  3  thin^  requisite,  Ee^QD|> 
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^thority,  and  Laws.  By  Religioo^  be  said, 
wc  do  not  on}y  know  God  aright,  but  also  how 
to  obey  tlte  king  or  queen,  whom  God  shall 
assign  to  reign  over  us;  and  tliat  not  in  tem- 
poral causes,  but  in  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical ; 
|n  which  wholly  her  maj/s  power,  is  absolute. 
And  leaving  all  proo&  of  divinity  to  the  bps. 
and  fathers,  as  he  said  he  would,  he  proved 
^e  same  by  the  practice  of  princes  within  this 
realm,  aiid  first  made  remembrance  of  Lucius 
the  1st  Christian  king,  who  having  written  to 
Elutherius  the  pope,  1300  years  past,  for  the 
Roman  laws,  he  was  answered,  ihat  he  had 
the  holy  scriptures,  out  of  the  which  he  might 
draw  good  discretion ;  for  that  he  was  the  vi- 
car of  Christ  over  the  people  of  Britain.  The 
conqueror,  he  said,  in  the  erection  of  Battle 
Abbey,  granted  that  the  church  should  be  free 
irom  all  episcopal  jurisdiction.  Uenry  III. 
cave  to  Kanulph,  bp.  of  London,  the  arch- 
bishoprick  of  Canterbury,  by  these  words, 
^  rex,  &c.  sciat'is  ^uod  dedimus  dilect.  nostro 
Ranulpho  archiepiscop.  Cantuaricn.  quern  in- 
stituimus  anulo  et  baculo.'  The  ring,  he  said, 
was  the  sign  of  perfection ;  the  staft'  the  sign 
of  pastoral  rule;  wliicj}  he  could  not  do  if 
these  kings  had  not  had  and  used  the  ecclesi- 
astical powers.  In  the  reports  of  the  law,  we 
£nd  that  an  exconmiunication  of  a  certain 
person  came  from  the  pope,  under  his  leaden 
Dull ,  and  was  shewed  in  abatement  .of  an  ac- 
tion brought  at  the  common  law;  which,  be- 
sides that  it  was  of  no  force,  the  king  and, 
judges  were  of  mind,  that  he  who  brought  it 
bad  deserved  death,  so  16  presume  on  any  fo- 
reign authority;  which  authority  being  now, 
by  God's  grace  and  her  highpess  s  means,  abo- 
lished, and  the  freedom  of  consciences  and 
the  truth  of  God's  word  established ;  we  there- 
fore ought  greatly  to  tliank  God  and  her. — 
For  Authority,  or  the  sword,  whereby  the 
coramonwealtn  is  stayed;  3  things^ he  said,  ^re 
requisite;  men,  armour,  and  money.  For 
men,  their  good  wills  were  most,  being  of  it- 
self a  strong  fortress;  for  armour,  the  neces- 
sity he  shewed  in  part;  and  how  requisite 
treasure  was,  he  a  little  declared.  And  con- 
cluded, that  all  3  must  be  conjoined,  men,  ar- 
mour, and  money. — Lastly,  for  Laws,  the  third 
^tay  of  the  commonwealth ;  he  said  there  must 
be  considerati9n  in  making  them,  and  care  in 
executing  of  them ;  in  making  such,  as  by  the 
providing  for  one  part  of  the  common  weal  tii, 
the  rest  should  not  be  hindered,  which  were 
indeed  a  matter  most  peniicious;  and  this  he 
vouched  out  of  *  Plato  de  Legibus.'  For  exe- 
cution, he  said,  that  since  the  law  of  itself  is 
but  mute,  set  in  paper,  not  able  to  do  ought, 
the  magistrate,  (except  he  will  be  also  mute) 
must  be  the  doer,  and  then  b  a  good  law  said 
to  be  well  made  when  it  is  well  executed;  for 
*  anima  Icgis  est  executio.' — Hereupon  he  said 
something  in  commendation  of  her  maj.  who 
bad  given  free  cpurse  to  her  laws,  not  sending 
or  requiring  the  stay  of  justice,  by  her  letters 
or  privy  seals,  as  heretofore  sometimes  hath 
bcfi»  bjf  her  prqg^^it^r^  used.    N^ithqr  hath 


sh^  pardoned  any,  without  the  advica  of  such, 
before  whom  the  offenders  have  been  ar« 
raigned,  and  the  cause  heard.  His  oration  be- 
ing ended,  he  then  made  4  petitions ;  1st,  that 
the  persons,  servants,  and  goods  of  all  coming 
to  that  assembly  might  be  tree  from  all  arrests. 
2nd,  that  ibr  cause  of  conference  they  might 
have  access  to  her  maj.  3rd,  if  any  seu^ 
should  not  truly  report,  or  in  part  mistake 
the  meaning  of  the  house,  that  the  same 
should  be  by  her  highness  favourably  heard. 
And,  lastly,  that  in  the  house  all  men  migb( 
have  free  speech." 

The  Queen's  Answer, "]  This  oration  being 
ended,  by  'direction  from  her  maj.  the  Lord 
keeper  answered  thus,  dividing  his  speech  inte 
3  parts;  the  1st,  where  he  had  st^metimes  in- 
serted commendations  of  her  maj.  he  said, 
"  lier  highness  would  not  acknowledge  sa 
great  perfections  to  be  in  her ;  but  said,  that 
they  should  be  instructions  for  her  better  pro* 
ceedings  in  time  to  come.  The  2nd  part  of 
his  oration,  he  said,  concemine  the  rule  for  or- 
dering of  the  commonwealth,  Sie  well  hked  of; 
and  wished,  that  as  he  had  well  conceived  o€ 
it,  and  well  ottered  the  same,,  so  he  and  other* 
would  endeavour  the  execution  thereof.  For 
his  petitions,  he  said,  her  maj.*s  pleasure  wag^ 
that  the  1st  should  bo  granted,  with  this  cau- 
tion^  that  no  man  should  under  their  shadows 
untruly  protect  others.  For  the  2nd,  he  said, 
at  time  convenient,  her  pleasure  was,  thej 
should  come  freely.  Touching  the  3rd  part, 
he  said,  she  could  not  imagine  tliat  amon^  so . 
many  wise  men  it  could  happen :  but  if  it 
should,  her  grace  would  bo  cont^nx  to  remit 
it.  The  4th  was  such,  that  her  maj.  having 
experience  of  late  of  some  disorder,  and  cer- 
tain offences,  which  though  they  were  not  p»i- 
nished,  yet  were  they  offences  still,  and  so 
must  be  accounted;  therefore  said,  they 
should  do  well  to  meddle  with  no  matters  of 
state,  but  such  as  should  be  propounded  unto 
them,  and  to  occupy  themselves  in  other  mat- 
ters concermng  the  commonwealth." 

'  Efiris  of  Northumberland,  4'C'  fittaintecLJ 
The  first  thing  of  note  we  find  the  Lords  went 
upon  was,  tp  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  Attainder 
of  Tho.  Piercy,  earl  of  Northumberland,  Cha. 
Ne\'ile,  earl  of  Westmoreland,  and  others. 
The  flames  o^  those  other  persons  attainted, 
me  not  in, 'the  Jpumals,  but  Cambden  has. 
given  us  several  of  them:  besides  the  two 
earls,  there  were  Ann,  qountess  of  Northum-  ' 
berland ;  Edw.  Dacres,.  of  Morton,  commonly 
called  lord  Dacres;  John  Npvile,  ,of  Levers 
scgc ;  Jolin  Swinborn,  Tho.  Markenfcld,  Fgt^-. 
mond  lintcliff,  brother  to  the  carl  of  Sussex; 
Christ.  iCevile,  Rd.  Norton,  of  Norton-Co- 
niers;  Chiist.  Marmadiike,  and  Thomas  of  the 
same  family;  Rob.  and  Mich.  Tempest,  Geo« 
Stafford,  and  about  40  more,  all  of  the  best 
famihes  m  the  north  of  England.  The  bill  of 
Attainder  against  these  persona  was  read  iu 
the  Lords  a  first  time  on  the  6th  of  April ;• 
passed  that  house  on  the  ^8th;  and,  being 
scut  down  to  the  Comn^QAe^  tb^y  rctujoied  it» 
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concluded,  on  the  15th  of  Mny  following.  By  crated  by  the  pope,  should  incur  the  penalty 
this  act,  alt  their  lands  and  goods  were  for-  of  a  Prcmunire,  And  tlmt  whosoever  should 
ieited  to  the  queen,  and  those  possessions 
within  the  bishopric  of  Durham  were  adjudged 
to  her  and  her  successors,  against  Pilkinton, 
the  bp.  who  laid  claim  to  all  royalties  between 
the  nvers  Tine  and  Tese.  This  was  done, 
aays  Cambden,  in  regard  of  the  vast  expence 
the  queen  had  been  at  in  freeing  the  bp.  and 
his  diocese  from  the  rebels ;  but  wirh  proviso 
.  that  it  should  not  prejudice  the  right  of  the 
church  of  Durham  for  the  ftiture. 

BUI  reltiting  to  Treaion.'\  April  28th,  a 
bill  was  sent  up  by  the  Commons  to  the  Lords, 
whereby  certain  offences  there  named  were 
inade  Treason.  It  passed  that  house  on  the 
8th  of  May,  with  a  new  proviso,  and  certain 
wnendments  added  to  it.  This  act,  says 
Cambden,  was  occasioned  by  the  iniquity  of 
the  times,  and  the  love  which  the  pari,  of  Eng* 
land  then  bore  to  their  prince  and  country. 
By  it  was  provided,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
former  laws,*''  that  if  any  man  should  attempt 
the  death  or  personal  hurt  m  the  queen ;  or 
jaise  %var,  or  excite  others  to  war  against  her; 
if  any  one  should  give  out,  that  she  is  not  the 
lawful  queen  of  this  realm,  but  that  any  other 
can  cfairo  a  juster  title  thereto;  or  should 
pronounce  her  to  be  an  heretic,  schismatic,  or 
infide} ;  or  should  usurp  die  right  and  title  of 
the  kingdom  during  her  life;  or  should  affinn 
that  any  other  has  a  right  to  the  crown ;  or 
that  the  laws  and  statutes  cannot  limit  and  de- 
termine the  right  of  the  crown  and  the  suc- 
cessor thepeof,  every  such  pei-son  shall  be 
piilty  of  high  treason,  That  if  any  one,  dur- 
ing the  queen's  life,  should  by  any  book,  writ- 
ten or  printed,  expressly  maintain,  that  any 
person  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  queen's  heir  and 
atnccessor,  except  the  natural  issue  of  her  body, 
or  should  publish,  print,  or  disperse  any  books 
or  writings  to  that  cffbct,  he  ami  his  abettors, 
for  the  first  offeqce,  should  be  imprisoned  for 
a  whole  year,  and  forfeit  the  half  of  bis  g6{>ds ; 
and  if  any  should  offend  a  2nd  time,  he  should 
ipour  the  penalty  of  a  premunire,  that  is,  the 
loss  of  all  his  goods^  and  lie  in  perpetual  im- 
prisonment." » 

*Pope  Piut  V.  exeommunictttes  the  QiteenJ] 
About  this  time  pope  Pius  V.  thundered  out 
all  tho  anathemas  of  the  Vatican  against  Eli- 
sabeth, and  published  a  bull  of  excommunica- 
tion against  her,  which,  was  fixed  on  the  bp.  of 
London's  palace-gates.  This  arrogance  was 
tnken  notice  of  by  pari.  Accordingly,  we  find 
dmt  a  bill  passed  tne  Lords,  April  Slst,  with 
this  title,  *<  a  bill  against  brinl^ing  in  and  put- 
ting in  Execution  of  Bulk,  Writings,  or  In- 
struments, or  other  superstitious  things,  from 
tlie  see  of  Rome.*^  By  it  was  enacted,  "  that 
whosoever,  by  bulls,  or  other  rescripts  of  the 
pope,  should  reconcile  any  man  to  tne  church 
of  Home,  and  those  who  should  be  so  recon- 
ciled, should  be  guilty  of  high  treason.  That 
whosoever  did  relieve  such  as  did  so  reconcile 
men,  or  should  bring  into  England  any  Agnus 
"D^^^  beads,  cnici&](CSy  or  other  thin^  conse^ 


not  discover  such  reconcilers  should  be  guilty 
of  concealing,  that  is,  misprision  of  treason." 

Several  persons  concerned  in  the  last  rebel-* 
Hon  haying  escaped  beyond  sea,  and  others  in 
greater  numbers  having  withdrawn  themselves 
on  the  score  of  religion,  a  bill  was  framed 
against  them  in  the  Comntons,  and  sent  up  to 
the  Lords  on  the  1st  of  May.  The  next  day 
this  till  aeainst  Fugitives  over  the  Seas  waji 
committed,  and  on  the  19tlt  was  concluded  in 
that  house,  with  a  new  prorviso,  and  certain 
amendments  added  to  it.  The  act  recalled  aH 
such  Fugitives  who  had  gone  abroad  with- 
out the  queen's  leave,  withm  a  limited  time, 
under  forfeiture  of  their  estates.  And  by  ano- 
ther act,  passed  this  session,  aU  conveyances, 
gifts,  alienations,  &c.  of  their  estates  were 
tenned  fraudulent,  and  set  aside.  These,  and 
some  more  laws  of  less  si^nificancy,  were 
framed  against  Popery,  by  this  pari,  nor  wer^ 
they  wanting  to  reform  some  scandalous  abuses 
which  had  crept  into  the  established  protestant 
church.  An  act  was  made  for  correcting  cer- 
tain disorders  of  the  ministers  of  the  church; 
another  against  frauds  in  dofoatio^  remedies 
for  dilapidations;  and  a  third  toOchmg  Leases 
of  Benefices  and  other  ecdesiastical  livings 
with  cure,  , 

A  Subsidt/,1  May  10th,  a  bill  with  a  grant 
of  two  15tbs  and  lOths,  and  a  Subsidy,  was 
sent  up  by  the  Commons,  and  passed  oy  the 
Lords  on  the  15th.  Hollinsshead  informs  us,, 
that  this  Supply  was  granted  to  the  queen,  to- 
wards the  great  charge  she  had  been  at,  in  re- 
pressing the  late  Rebellion,  in  the  north ;  and 
f pursuing  the  rebels,  which  were  fled  into  Scot- 
and.  Great  care  was  taken  that  the  quceif 
should  not  be  cheated  of  any  part  ot  this 
grant ;  for  two  bills  were  passed  this  pari,  the 
one  against  frauds  of  tellers,  receivers,  col- 
lectors and  treasurers  of  the  public  money ; 
the  other,  that  alt  such  lands,  goods,  chattels, 
&c.  as  any  receiver,  teller,  collector,  &c. 
should  have  at  their  entering  into  their  chaise, 
shall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  their  debts 
due  to  the  crown.  ITie  like  act  was  made  for 
the  collectors  of  the  subsidies  granted  by  the 
clcrg)' ;  which  at  this  time  was  6s.  in  the  pound. 

We  must  now  go  back  to  trace  what  was 
doing  this  pari,  in  the  Commons.  The  house 
having  been  called  over,  and  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  supremacy  given  to  each  member, 
by  the  lord  steward  of  the  queen's  houshold,^ 
they  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker ; 
the  cerenwny  of  whose  investiture  is  given 
before. 

April  5th,  the  house  was  again  called  over ; 
and  some  members  were  commanded  to  attepd 
the  next  day  the  order  of  the  house,  because 
they  had  entered  there  without  being  returned 
by  the  clerk  of  the  crown.  The  same  day  a 
committee  was  named  to  confer  with  the  at- 
torney and  solicitor  general,  about  se\eraF 
boroughs,  who  had  returned  members  in  this, 
pari,  but  seDl^notie  to  the  last.    The  jQoroaH 
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ist  observes>  on  such  a  case,  in  a  prior  pari. 
**  That  it  was  very  CDmmoa  in  former  times, 
that  if  any  borough  grew  into  poverty,  or  de- 
cay, to  avoid  the  charges  of  their  burgesses 
allotvauce,  they  either  got  a  licence  from  the 
crown  to  be  discharged  from  such  election  and 
attendance,  or  did,  by  degrees,  discontinue  it 
themselves.  But,  in  later  times,  the  knights, 
citizens  and  burgesses  of  the  house  of  co1l^- 
muns,  fur  the  most  part,  bearing  their  ovvn 
charges,  many  of  those  borough  towns,  which 
had  discontinued  tlicir  former  privile<;e,  by  not 
sending,  did  again  b^in  it ;  which  was  the  cose 
of  several  towns,  both  in  this  and  the  succeed- 
ing reign."  This  is  the  reason  why  so  many 
pitiful  boroughs,  reuiarkable  now  for  nothing 
but  their  meanness  and  poverty,  retain  the 
same  privilege;  and  have  a  power  of  being 
represented  equal  to  the  counties  and  cities, 
and  superior  to  many  great  towns  in  England. 
Debate  wi  the  Abmes  in  Religion,  ^-c,"]  April 
6t]j,  as  it  appears  by  the  Journalist,  a  motion 
ivas  made  in  the  house  to  this  effect : — 

Mr.  Strickland,  a  grave  and  ancient  man,  of 
great  zeal,  stood  lip,  and  made  a  long  discourse, 
tending  to  the  remembrance  of  God*s  goo<i- 
4iess,  giving  unto  us  the  light  of  his  "word,  toge- 
ther with  tlie  gracious  disposition  of  her  maj. 
by  whom,  as  by  his   instrument,  God  hath 
wrought   so   great   things,  and   blaming  our 
slackness  and  carelessness,  in  not  esteemuig 
iiud  following  the  time  and  blessing  otfcred ; 
but  still  as  men  not  sufficiently  instructed  what 
is  truth,  or  so  that  we  think  it  not  convenient 
to  publish  and  proftss  it  openly,  and  that  all 
reproachful  speeches  of  the  slanderous  might 
be  stopped,  trie  drawbacks  brought  forward, 
and  the  over-runners,  such  as  over-run  and  ex- 
ceed the  rule  of  the  law,  reduced  to  a  ccrtain- 
'  ^,  he  thought  it  operis  pretium,  to  be  occu- 
pi'^d  therein  ;  for  which  purpose  he  said,  the 
professors  of  tlie  gospel  in  other  nations  had 
M-rit,  and  published  to  the  world,  the  confes- 
sion of  their  faith,  as  did  those  of  Strasbui-gh 
and  Frankfort,  &c.   for  which  purpose   also 
great  learned  men  in  this  realm  had  travelled, 
as  Peter  Martyr,  Paul  us  Fagius,  and  others, 
whose  works  hereupon  were  extant. — And  be- 
fore this  time  an  offer  thereof  was  made,  in 
pari,  that  it  might  be  approved;  but  either 
the  slackness,  or  somewhat  else  of  some  men 
in  tiint  time,  was  the  lett  thereof,  or  what  else, 
he  said,  he  would  not  say.    This  book,  he  said, 
rested  in  tlie  custody  of  Mr.  Norton,  as  he 
guessed,  a  man  neither  ill-disposed  to  religion, 
nor  a  negligent  keeper  of  such  matters  of 
diiirge,   and   thereupon   requested   that  Mr. 
Norton  might   be   reouired   to  produce  the 
s^ne ;  he  added  also,  that  after  so  many  years, 
as  now  by  God's  providence  we  had  been 
learning  the  purity  of  GodV  truth,  we  should 
ilot  permit,  for  ai)y  cause  of  policy,  or  other 
pretence,  any  errors  in  matters  of  doctrine  to 
continue  amongst  us.     And  therefore,  said  he, 
iilrhou^h  the  book  of  common  prayer  is  (God 
be  praised)  drawn  very  near  to  the  sincerity  of 
Cbe  truth,  yet  arQ  there  tK>me  things  inserted 


more  superstitious^  than  in  so  high  matters  !>• 
tolerable ;  as,  namely,  in  the  Administration 
of  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  the  Sign  of  the 
Cross  to  be  made  with  some  ceremonies,  and 
such  other  errors ;  all  which,  he  said,  might 
well  be'  changed,  without  note  of  chopping  or 
changing  of  religion,  whereby  the  enemies 
might  slander  os ;  it  being  a  reformation  not 
contrariant,  but  directly  pursuant  to  our  pro- 
fession ;  that  is,  to  have  ail  things  brought  to 
the  purity  of  the  primitive  church,  and  institu- 
tion of  Christ.  He  spake  at  large  of  the 
abuses  of  the  church  of  England,  and  of  tlio 
churchmen ;  as  £rst,  that  known  papists  ara 
admitted  to  have  ecclesiastical  govt,  and  great 
livings ;  that  godly,  honest,  and  learned  pro- 
testants  having  httle  or  nothing;  that  boys 
are  dispensed  with  to  have  spiritual  promrn 
tions ;  that  by  friendship  with  the  uuiL-^Eer  of 
the  faculties,  either  unable  men  urn  qualiiled, 
or  some  one  man  allowed  to  have  too  munr 
several  livings;  finally,  he  coucluded  with 
petition,  that  by  authority  of  the  hou*ej  aome 
convenient  number  of  them  might  be  assign ed^ 
to  have  conference  with  the  lord:^  of  the  spirl* 
tuality,  for  consideration  and  rtiibprnauon  of 
the  matters  by  him  remembered. 

Mr.  Norton,  a  man  wise,  bold  and  eloquent, 
stood  up  next,  and  said,  he  was  not  ignorant, 
hut  had  long  since  learned  what  it  was  to 
speak  on  a  sudden,  or  first,  before  other  men 
in  pari.  Yet,  being  occasioned  by  Mr.  Strick- 
land, he  said,  that  truth  it  was,  he  had  a  book 
tending  to  the  same  effect ;  but  (quoth  he)  the 
book  was  not  drawn  by  those  he  named,  but 
by  virtue  of  the  act  of  1532,  at  the  assignation, 
or  by  the  advice  of  8  bps.  8  divines,  8  civilians, 
and  8  temporal  lawyers,  who  having  in  charge, 
to  make  ecclesiastical  constitutions,  took  in  . 
iiand  the  same;  which  was  drawn  by  that 
learned  man,  dr.  Haddon,  and  penned  by 
another  learned  nian  Mr.  Cheeke ;  wlicreupou 
he  said,  that  consideration  had  been,  and 
some  travel  bestowed  by  iVJr.  Foxe  of  late, 
and  that  there  was  a  book  newly  printed,  to  be 
offered  to  that  house ;  which  he  did,  then  and 
there,  presently  shew  forth.  And  for  the  rest 
of  Mr.  Strickland's  motions,  he  was  of  his 
mind,  chiefly  for  the  avoiding  and  suppressing 
of  simoniacal  ingrossments. 

Whereupon  were  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
for  redress  of  sundry  defections  in  those  mut- 
ters, these  following;  viz.  all  the  privy  council 
being  ^embers  of  this  house,  sir  Ilcn.  Ncvill, 
sir  Tlio.  Thinne,  sir  Tho.  Lucy,  sir  lien.  Gate, 
the  master  of  the  requests;  mr.  Henpage,  mr. 
Recorder ;  mr.  Bell,  mr.  Henry  KnoUes,  sen. 
mr.  Mounson,  mr.  Norton,  mr.  Strickland,  mr. 
Godier,  mr.  Wm.  More,  and  dr.  Berkley. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Bill  concerning  Com- 
ing to  the  Church,  and  receiving  the  Commu- 
nion, was  read  the  2nd  time,  and  thereupon 
sir  Tho.  Smith,  speaking  for  the  maintenance 
thereof,  argued ;  and  in  part  wished  the  bps. 
to  have  consideration  thereof. — After  whom 
mr.  Fleetwood  moved,  tliat  tlie  penalty  of  that 
statute  should  not  go  to  promoters,  and  mxid^ 
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k  ^rw  a  device  but  of  late  brought  in,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VIII.  the  fifrst  year  of  his  reign, 
and  shewed  the  evils  find  inconveniences  that 
did  grow  by  these  men's  doings ;  wherein  no 
reformation  was  sought,  but  private  gain  to  the 
most  of  men.     He  &aid .  also,  that  matter  of 
toin«5  to  tlic  CJmrch,  or  for  the  Service  of  God, 
did  directly  appertain  to  that  court ;  and  that 
tve  all  have  as  well  learned  this  lesson,  That 
there  is  a  God,  who  is  to  be  served,  as  to  have 
the  bps.  And  thereupon  he  undertook  to  prove 
by  the  old  laws,  vouched  from  king  Fxlgar,  that 
tiie  princes,  in  their  parliaments,  have  made 
ecclesiastical  constitutions :  as  these,  That  if 
jwjy  servant  shall  work  lipon  tlie  sabhath-dav, 
by  the  commandment  of  his  master,  he  should 
be  free ;  if  of  himself,  he  should  be  whipped ; 
if  a  freeman  should  work,  he  should  he  bound,' 
or  grievously  amerced.     Then  he  concluded 
upon  request,  that  it  might  be  committed  to 
flome  of  the  bouse,  without  the  bishops,  who 
perhaps  would  •  be  slow. — Sir  Owen  Hopton 
moved,  very  orderly,  that  the  presentation  of 
Boch  defaults  should  not  only  depend  upon  the 
relation  of  the  churchwardens,  who  being  for 
^tt^e  most  part  simple,  and  mean  men,   and 
'  fearing  to  offend,  would  rather  incur  danger  of 
perjury,  than  displease  some  of  their  neigh- 
bours ;  he  shewed  for  proof,  experience. — On 
trhich  motions,  sir  Thos.  Smith,  sir  Owen  Hop- 
ton,  sir  Thos.  Scot,  the  master  of  the  requests; 
mr.  scij.   Manwood,  mr.  serj.  Geoffrey,  mr. 
Fleetwood,  and  mr.  Sands,  were  appointed  a 
committee,  to  meet  in  the  Star-Chamber,  at 
two  ifj  tlie  afternoon. 

•  Debate  on  the  Subsidj/.']  April  7th,  the  -bill 
concerning  Religion  was  read,  and  the  Journal- 
ist proceeds  to  tell  us.  That  mr.  Strickland 
first  moved,  that  mr.  Norton  might  be  required 
to  deliver  such  books,  as  he  had.  Mr.  New- 
digate  moved,  that  where  one  of  the  causes  for 
^e  calling  of  the  pari,  and  perhaps  the  chiefest, 
was  for  a  Subsidy ;  he  thought  it  not  amiss  to 
make  offer  of  a  Subsidy  before  it  should  be  re- 
quired, which  speech  was  not  liked  of  by  the 
house. — Sir  F.  KnoUes  made  a  long  needless 
discourse  concerning  the  Subsidy. 

Mr.  Bell  said,  that  a  Subsidy  was,  by  every 
good  subject,  to  be  yielded  unto ;  but  for  that 
the  people  were  galled  by  two  means,  it  would 
hardly  be  levied  ;  namely,  by  licences^  and  the 
abuse  of  promoters ;  for  which,  if  remedy  were 
provided,  then  would  the  Subsidy  be  paid  wil- 
lingly ;  which  he  proved,  for  that  by  licences  a 
few  only  were  enriched,  and  the  multitude  im- 
poverished ;  and  added,  that  if  a  burden  should 
be  laid  on  the  back  of  the  Commons,  and  no 
redress  of  the  common  evils,  then  tliere  might 
bapuly  ensue,  that  thdy  would  lay  down  the 
.buraen  in  the  midst  of  the  way,  and  turo  to 
the  contrary  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  Pophani  alHrmed  mr.  Bell's  speech,  and 
added  to  the  former  abuses,  that  of  the  trea- 
surers of  the  crown;  who  having  jn  their  hands 
great  masses  of  money,  with  the  which  either 
they  themselves  or  some  of  theirs,  do  purchase 
lauds  tb  their  own  use,  and  after  become  bank- 


rupts, and  so  cause  or  practice  an  installment 
of  their  debts,'  as  of  late  some  one  hath  in- 
btalU'd  a  dal>t  of  30,0001. :  which  occasioned 
the  kick  in  the  priuces  coffers. 

Mr.  Serj.  Ijovelace  argued,  that  every  loyal 
subject  ought  to  yield  to  the  relief  of  the  prince, 
and  that  without  any  condition  or  limitation ; 
notwithstanding,  he  did  not  dislike  of  tliC  fonner 
motions;  and  thought  it  very  requisite,  that 
these  evils  might  be  provided  for,  to  the  ends 
aforesaid;  unto  the  which  he  added  3  abuses 
more ;  Ist,  the  abuse  of  pur\'eyors,  i^herein  he 
had  to  desire  the  council,  and  tiie  masters  of 
the  household  to  consider  it,  and  to  be  ^  iiling 
to  yield  to  reformation ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it 
should  not  be  amiss  to  take  away  the  purvey- 
ors, and  to  limit  every  country  to  a  propor- 
tionable rate;  so  should  lier  maj.  be'  better 
served,  and  the  kingdom  eased : — 2ndly,  the 
reformation  of  thfe  exchequer,  for  the  charge 
which  groweth  by  respite  of  homage ;  which, 
he  wislied  might  be  paid  on  some  other  sort, 
in  a  sum  certain : — Srdly,  another  reformatioD, 
which  is  upon  a  great  abuse  in  the  exchequer, 
by  sending  out,  upon  every  fine  levied,  the 
writ  *  quo  titulo  ingressus  est.' 

Mr.  Comptroller  said,  that  he  being  one  of 
the  masters  of  the  household,  would  do  "his 
endeavour  for  reformation  of  all  things  arising 
by  the  purveyors. 

Mr.  Siimpoole,  sometimes  of  Lincoln's  Inn^ 
liked  well  of  the  motion  of  the  Subsidy,  and 
commended  the  motions  of  the  gentlemen  be- 
fore ;  affirming,  that  they  were  very  necessary 
to  be  thought  of;  unto  whi«h  he  was  to 
add  one  more,  viz.  the  abuse  of  collectors^ 
lie  shewed,  that  they  do  retain  their  charge 
sometimes  a  year,  sometimes  more,  in  their 
own  hands.  And  for  that  they  arc  but  mcaa 
men,  appointed  to  that  office,  they  oft  times 
convert  it  to  their  own  uses,  lind  are  perhaps 
never  able  to  satisfy  the  same ;  whereby  the 
people  arc  unwilling  to  pay:  for  if  they  should 
understand  her  maj.  should  have  it  presently, 
they  would  more  willingly  pay  it;  and  there- 
fore wished  the  better  sort  of  every  country 
should  be  assigned  to  tliat  charge. 

Mr.  Goodier  said,  that  every  man  ought  to 
yield  to  the  subsidy,  and  rather  offer  it  thaa 
to  stay  till  it  should  be  demanded;  desiring, 
tlmt  the  subsidy  might  be  presently,  and  only 
go  fonvard  without  the  hearing  of  any  more 
compbints;  for  that  they  might  be  infinite, 
and  already  more  were  remembered,  than  in 
one  pari,  could  be  reformed.  Wherein  he 
shewed  a  great  desire  he  had  to  win  favour. 
A  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  proportion  and  time  of  yielding  some 
relief  unto  her  majesty. 

April  9tli,  a  Report  was  made  concerning 
the  right  of  the  Burj;csscs ;  and  it  was  ordered, 
by  consent  of  the  attorney  general,  that  the 
burgesses  shall  sit  according  to  their  returns; 
because  the  validity  of  the  charters  of  their 
towns  ought  to  be  examined  in  another  place. 
April  10th,  the  committee  was  enlarged  on 
the  licligioos  billS;  in  order  to  go  to  &  confer* 
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others  was  restmincd ;  and .  at  last  upon  the 
motion  of  mr.  Fleetwood,  that  the  bill  being 
of  great  weight,  might  be  further  considered  of 
by  the  house,  and  the  committees  bo  appoint- 
ed at  some  other  time ;  it  was  tliereupon  or- 
dered, That  they  should  be  appoiiited  on  the 
day  following,  which  was^done  accordingly. 

Debate  on  the  Bill  for  coming  to  Ciiurch,'\ 
Tlie  same  day  was  read,  but  UOt  mentioned  in 
tlie  original  Journals,  a  bill  for  coming  to  the 
Service  of  the  Church,  wliich  seems  to  be  a 
matter  of  great  moment,  by  tlie  following  de- 
bate aboutit: 

Mr.  Snagg  shewed,  at  large,  the  inconveni- 
ences of  the  old  law,  for  coming  to  service : 
for,  said  he,  by  the  former  law  ic  was  ^nacted^ 
tliat  the  service  shall  not  be  said,  or  sacraments 
ministred,  in  other  sort  than  in  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  b  prescribed;  he  shewed, 
how  differently  'the  same  was  used  in  many 
places,  from  the  prescribed  rule  ;  as  where  no 
part  of  those  prayers  were  observed,  but  a  ser- 
mon, and  some  such  otiier  prayA^  only  as  the 
minister  shall  think  good,  in  place  thereof: 
whereupon  have  great  divisions,  (jiscords  and 
dislike  grown  amongst  and  between  great 
numbers.  And  since  it  is  law,  that  in  tliis 
sort  Service  shall  be  used,  and  that  whosoever 
shall  be  at  any  other  form  of  service,  shall  in- 
cur the  penalty  prescribed,  and  that  the  mi- 
nisters neither  do,  nor  will  do  herein,  as  they 
should,  and  as  is  bv  the  law  prescribed  and 
commapded.  He  thought  the  proceedings,  in 
this  kind,  should  occasion  a  dilemma  in  mis- 
chief: for,  by  this  law,  if  he  come  not,  he 
shall  lose  12d.;  and  if  he  come  and  be  pre- 
sent, and  the  Serviee  be  not  said  according  to 
the  prescribed  rule  of  the  book,  he  shall  lose 
100  marks. 

Mr.  JgUonbi/,  burgess  of  Warwick,  moved, 
the  law  might  be  without  exception  or  privi- 
lege for  any  gent,  in  their  private  oratories. 
This  did  he  prove  to  be  fit  out  of  Plato  his 
laws,  and  Cicero,  both  proscribing  for  tlie  ob- 
servation of  the  law  and  equality  between  the 
prince  and  the  poor  man;  not  giving  scope  to 
the  one  above  the  other.  Also  he  remember- 
ed the  authority  of  Lactantius  Finnianus,  mak- 
ing this  only  difference  betwixt  man  and  beast, 
that  all  men  do  know  and  acknowledge  that 
tliere  is  a  God;  and  in  this  respect  there 
should  be  no  difference  between  man  and  man. 
Withal,  he  said,  the  more  noble  the  man,  tlie 
more  good  his  example  may  do.  ^  He  tlicrefore' 
concluded,  that  for  so  much  of 'the  law,  so 
the  same  might  be  geneml,  iie  was  of  good 
liking  that  it  should  pass.  But,  lor  the  other 
matter,  concerning  the  receiving  of  the  Com- 
munion, he  argued,  that  it  was  not  convenient 
to  infbrce  consciences.  And,  to  that  pur- 
pose, be  shewed  the  authority  of  doctors; 
which  he  voucl^ed,  without  quoting  the  place 
or  sentence.  He  said  also,  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  fathers,  and  learned  men  of  thii 
land ;  and  therefore  wished  tiiey  mkht  be  con- 
sulted with.  Finally,  be  cottelnded,  that  *  bo- 
um  leges  ^  mails  noribus  pror^oiunt ;'  but  no 
3  B 


encc  with  a  select  number  of  bps.  and  peers. 
The  next  day  the  bill  on  fraudulent  Gifts  and 
<^ '  Conveyances,  alias  Monopolies,  was  taken  into 
^    consideration ;  aud  being  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, a  debate -arose,  in  which  . 

Mr.  FUetzcood  argued,  "  tliat  there  might 
appear  rashness  or  indiscretion  in  them,  who 
should  now  reverse  what  of  late  they  bad 
done;  but  leaving  to  speak  thereof,  he  entered 
-  into  a  ttood  discourse  of  the  Prerogative, 
which  might  thereby  be  toviched,  ifthey  sliould 
endeavour  to  overthrow  her  muj.^s  letters  pa- 
tents, to  whom  by  law  tliere  is  power  given  to 
incorporate  any  town,  and  she  is  sworn  to 
preserve  her  prerogative:  he  vouched  the 
clerk  of  the  parliament's  book  to  be,  that  no 
man  might  talk  of  the  statute  of  Wills,  &c. 
but  that  the  king  first  gave  Uccnce;  for  tliat 
his  prerogative  in  the  wards  was  hereby 
touched.  He  shewed  likewise  tlie  statute  of 
Bd.  [.  £dw.  HI.  and  Hen.  IV.  witH  a  saving 
of  the  prerogative.  In  Ed.  VI.'s  time,  licence 
was  sued  for  to  the  Lord  Protector,  to  talk  of 
matters  of  Prerogative,  he  remembered  the 
book  of  2  Ed.  Vf.  for  the  pari,  of  Ireland, 
called  by  the  chief  judge,  as  is  for  him  lawful; 
where  it  was  questioned,  what  by  pari,  might 
be  done  ?  whetiier  they  might  depart  with  any 
of  the  king's  towns,  forts  or  piers  ?  It  was 
agreed  they  might  not ;  and  so  he  concluded, 
that  to  talk  thereof  (for  as  much  as  her  maj.'s 
letters  patents,  and  prerogative  were  touched) 
'  rege  non  consulto,'  was  perilous.  He  also 
made  mention  of  the  statute,  which  authorizeth 
all  merchants  to  trafiic  by  sea,  '  nisi  publicc 
prohibentur  ;*  hesaith,  others  were  prohibited. 

Mr.  Young,  of  Bristol,  shewed  tne  loss  to 
the  queen  of  her  custom,  then  the  private  mo- 
nopoly wrought  and  occasioned  by  the  mer- 
chants, the  controversies  which  have  ensued 
by  this  means  amongst  them,  and  the  subtile 
means  whereby  the  statute  was  procured,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  major  or  commons,  by 
such  as  were  put  in  trust. 

Mr.  Alford  said,  tliat  he  might  not  speak  of 
the  prerogative  aptly,  for  that  he  was  not  leaini-* 
ed  in  the  law  ;  but  made  some  remembrance 
of  what  he  had  there  seen,  concerning  the  act 
of  pari,  for  Southampton ;  where  it  appcareth, 
that  without  an  act  of  pari,  her  maj.'s  letters 
patents  were  not  sufficient ;  and  therefore  he 
prayed  convenient  consideration  might  be, 
and  that  tlie  same,  if  it  should  so  seem  good  to 
the  house,  i|Ught  be  conjoined  to  the  former 
and  other  bills,  &c. — Then  spake  mr.  Cleere, 
sir  F.  Knolles,  sir  Nich.  Arnold,  sir  Hen.  Noi^ 
ris,  and  mr.  Christ.  Yelverton,  of  Gray's  Inn, 
severally^o  the  said  bill :  whose  speeches  be- 
ing somewhat  imperfectl)r  and  uncertainly  set 
down,  are  theretore  omitted;  although  from 
them,  and  the  residue  foregoing,  the  effect  of 
.  this  bill  may  be  collected  to  have  been  for  the 
.  dissolution  of  certain  companies  of  merchants 
^  in  Bristol,  whom  her  miy.  had  incorporated  by 
'"^  her  letters  patents,  and  authorized  them  to 
trade  to  certain  places,  by  wiiich  it  was  pre- 
tended that  the  public  and  free  tr«idiDg  of 

Vol.1.  *^        \ 
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|ood  laws  can  romkte  a  had  man  fit  to  retreive 
Chat  grtat  myt tcry  of  Ood  above.  This  wholt 
speech  he  tempered  with  such  discretioii,  as 
in  such  case  was  seemly.  And  whatsoever  he 
spake,  he  spake  the  same  under  correction. 

Mr.  Strickhnd  said,  that,  for  the  1st,  he  ap* 
proved  what  mr.  Aglionby  had  said :  for  the 
Snd,  he  could  not  be  of  that  mind ;  and  he 
touched,  out  of  Esdras,  that  the  dmrch,  ye*, 
and  the  consciences  of  men,  were,  by  the  pro^ 
phet,  restrained :  withal,  he  said,  conscience 
mi^ht  be  free,  but  not  to  disturb  the  common 
quiet.  He  shewed  the  practice  and  doings  of 
the  people,  the  banishment  of  the  Arian*,  *cc. 
That  the  word  of  the  prince,  for  lack  of  law, 
-must  not  be  tied,  llie  Israelites,  he  said, 
were  constniined  to  eat  the  passover.  And, 
flnaHy,  he  concluded,  that  it  "vs^ns  no  sitaiming 
of  their  consciences,  but  a  c|^rge  or  loss  of 
their  goods,  if  they  could  not  vouchsafe  to 
i>e,  as  they  should  be,  good  men,  aad  true 
chrijaians. 

Mr.  balton  reasoned  to  this  effect,  that 
there  could  ensue  no  inconrenicnce  by  those 
two  laws,  which  were  intended  to  be  con- 
trary. His  reason  was,  except  tJie  Service 
be  accottiing  to  the  law,  no  man  is  hound  to 
slay  there,  no  more  than  if  he  be  bound  to 
come  and  heat  Service;  and  there  be  nrf  Ser- 
ticc,  he  is  to  forfeit  his  bond.  For  answer  to 
mr.  Aglionby,  he  said,  the  matters  of  con- 
ictertce  did  not  concern  the  law-makers;  nei- 
ther were  they  to  regard  the  error,  curiosity, 
Cr  stfffheckedness  of  the  evil,  ignoranft,  or  fro- 
tvajpd  persons.  For  be  it  they  did  proceed  or- 
derly to  the  discharge  of  their  own  con- 
jHriences,  in  malting  the  biw,  let  them  care  for 
Thfc  rest  Whom  h  whoveth.  He  was  -of  mind 
that  gentlemen  should  not  be  excepted,  for  the 
causes  aforesaid;  Imt,  he  wished  provision 
"toiglit  be  made  for  such  as  be  imprisoned,  or 
c^unol  come  for  fear  of  arrests.  He  wished 
also,  that  the  low  might  have  continuance  but 
till  the  end  of  the  (lext  parliament. 

Deifate  on  the  Treason  Bill.]  April  12th, 
when  the  bill,  and  the  additions  to  it,  that  cer- 
tain offences  should  be  made  Treason,was  r^ad, 
a  debate  arose,  in  which 

Mr.  Goodier  spake  to  this  effect :  1st,  he 
m^e  a  solemn  protestation  of  his  sincerity, 
truth  and  loyalty  to  her  majesty,  to  the  state, 
and  to  the  house.  Thc^n  he  shewed  many  sin- 
gular and  true  blessings,  which  we  have  by 
her  highneS6*s  means,  and  religiously  'prayed 
for  her  preservation ;  but,  his  whole  discourse 
stood  upon  these  3  pomtt ; — what  lie  thought 
of  the  persons  there  assembled  ;  what  he  ois- 
liked  m  the  matter  of  the  bill  propounded ; 
and  why  he  did  so^ — Of  the  persons,  he  said, 
he  heartily  believed  the  whole  company  m 
'  truth  and  true  meaning  to  hnrc  a  care  and 
hearty  well  wishing  for  her  maj.'s  safety,  ac- 
Icnowledging  and  reposing  in  her  the  very  an- 
<JlM>r  of  our  safety ;  but,  whether  all  were  with 
a  sincere  meanmg  to  the  state  of  the  crown, 
he  knew  not;  but  rather  thought  the  dean 
cotttrary :  but  yet  <^  tbcmost  noA  most  hom^r- 


able  he  thought  hot  amiss,  but  some  surely, 
^e  said,  were'  doubly  disposed,  and  with  b 
favourable  affection  bent  for  some  special' 
hody. — For  the  substance  of  the  first  bill,  be 
said,  he  was  of  clear  mind,  well-liking,  and 
approiing  the  whole  course  thereof;  except, 
mioth  he,  that  the  same  be  not  already,  oy 
former  laws  provided  for;  and  hereunto  be 
furthrr  added,  that  if  any  man  should  say. 
That  the  Papists  do  not  err  in  saying  or  speak* 
ing  so  slanderouslv  of  her  maj.  the  same  to  be 
taken  also  as  T^reason.  For  the  additions 
which  concerned  the  first  which  did  clearly 
respect  the  time  past,  as  to  make  Treason  w 
a  faolt  already  committed,  which-  at  the  time 
of  the  perpetrating  of  the  same  offence,  was 
not  in  the  same  degree ;  it  was  a  precedent 
most  perilous,  which  might  occasion  such  anti 
so  great  evils,  as  easily  might  not  be  ton- 
ceived.  Of  present  tmie,  man's  wisdom  m%ht 
judge;  future  times  man's  policy  may  rewdi 
to :  but  ^)  call  again  the  time  past,  or  to  raise 
what  is  dead  in  any  kind,  man  may  not ;  nor, 
in  reason,  is  it  to  be  presumed.  Ine  l&e,  he 
said,  hud  not  been  seen ;  and  where  he  bath 
read  tliousands  of  laws,  yet  did  he  never  find 
such  a  precedent.  An  extremity  rare,  and 
never  practised,  no  not  in  these  the  greatest 
matters  of  faith  and  religion,  that  we  do  now 
so  earnestly  treat  of.  The  enemy  to  God  and 
our  state  (the  Papists  I  mean)  is  most  hateful. 
Yet  is  no  man  so  hardly  bent,  as  to  have  them 
punished,  much  le^  to  suffer  death,  for  what 
IS  passed.  Whether  her  m^.  hath  pardoned 
what  is  past,  we  do  not  know,  and  whether 
her  higlmess's  pleasure  be  that  it  should  be 
talked  of,  no  man  yet  hath  made  a  report. 
Withd,  it  may  haply  occasion  dislike  between 
her  maj.  and  the  house,  which  were  odious 
and  hateful;  but  doubtless,  he  prophesied  h 
would  occasion  peril,  such  and  so  great,  that 
tlie  greatest  speakers  therein,  yea  those  who 
sliould  give  them  most  and  best  words,  could 
give  no  Warranties.  Neither  is  it  that  the  se* 
quel  thereof  mi^ht  be  warranted  for  the  right 
of  a  crown,  which  words  may  not  be  strained 
or  straitned. — ^Thus  much  considered,  and  the 
prince  being  herein  not  as  yet  determined,  be 
therefore  advisea,  and  more  than  so  by  words 
of  vehemency  urged  stay.  He  fartlier  said, 
that  the  penning  of  the  first  article  of  the  Ad* 
ditions  was  clouded  and  involved  with  secret 
understandings,  not  to  be  understood  but  by 
such  as  more  cm*iously  could,  4nd  more  am- 
mngly  would,  look  thereinto  than  he.  For 
matters  of  title  of  the  crown,  he  said,  he  nei- 
ther knew  any,  nor  durst  to  intermeddle  or 
talce  knowledge  of  any ;  and  concluding,  be 
said,  that  for  obscurity  of  the  sense,  he  must 
needs  condemn  the  same,  since  that  '  Veritas 
est  nuda,  simplex  h  plana.' 

Sir  Thomas  Smith,  her  maj.'s  principal  se« 
cretary,  made  mention,  that  the  bill  might  he 
divided,  lest  the  one  might  be  the  hin£rance 
of  the  other* 

Nr.  Norton,  in  his  accustomed  manner  of 
na|und  eloquencCj  first  ^wed  that  the  si- 
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acmbl  J  •hauld  be  free  of  speech,  90  that  the 
0ame  did  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  loyalty ; 
aod  at  in  speech  free,  so  ought  it  also  to  be 
ftee  of  uDjust  slanders,  and  undeserved  re- 
proaches. For  so  much  as  might  concern  him, 
^  he  protested  that  he  neither  thought,  nor 
Bicant  any  other  title  than  the  sole  preserva- 
tion of  her  maj. ;  and  to  this  end  was  he  and 
the  whole  house  (as  he  supposed)  settled  and 
bent ;  she  bNeing  of  thb  realm,  not  only  in  re- 
spect of  our  goods  mid  lives  die  singular  stay, 
but  for  truth  and  religion,  yea  of  all  Christen- 
dom not  Magna,  but  m  all  the  world  Speciosa. 
And  since  that  consultation  is  no  other  than 
*  consuitare  in  commune,'  he  was  as  well  to 
remove  the  surmice  of  ambiguity,  a^  the  slan- 
der raised  of  any  doubleness  in  him;  the 
words,  quoth  he,  are  plain,  these  and  no  other; 
that  whatsoever  persdn,  during  the  life  of  her 
noaj.  hath  or  shall  imagine,  intend^  or  go  about, 
the  deposing,  &c.  them  and  their  heirs  to  be 
barred  of  any  title.  And,  saith  he,  where 
ambition  hath  once  entered,  such  is  tlie  nature 
of  the  same,  that  never  it  will  be  satbfied : 
and  the  thirst  for  a  kingdom  is  unquenchable. 
Withal,  in  common  experience  we  see,  that 
between  two,  for  a  small  matter  in  suit,  when 
it  shall  pass  against  the  one,  though  by  per- 
fect trial,  yet  will  he  who  loseth  never  ac- 
knowledge that  he  had  either  offered,  or  de- 
feuded  an  injury.  He  said,  for  working  of 
great  matters,  great  time  is  required;  and 
•uch  a  mischief,  as  to  overthrow  a  crown,  is  not 
in  a  day  compassed ;  and  therefore  what  here- 
after is  thought,  or  meant  to  be  executed,  is 
already  begun,  compassed  and  devised.  Time 
inust  therefore  be  taken,  and  therefore  in 
time,  and  at  all  tunes,  it  is  to  be  prevented. 
-^Where  it  is  said,  the  liko  hath  not  been 
seen,  and  a  muticle  made  of  it,  as  il'  there 
were  never  former  precedents  ever  seen  of  the 
like,  or  ever  heard  of  before.  It  is  no  longer 
since  than  in  queen  Mary's  time,  when  to  tlic 
pari,  it  was  suggested,  timt  the  con^egntions 
in  the  city  of  London  assembled,  did  use  this 
kind  of  praver  to  God,  either  to  convert  her, 
or  confound  her,  Whereupon  it  was  enacted, 
That  every  person  whoso,  and  in  such  sort, 
had  prayed,  or  whoso  after  should  pray,  should 
be  taken  for  a  traitor.  The  case  ot  Benuet 
Smith  is  not  so  strange,  nor  so  long  since,  but 
it  may  be  remembered ;  his  transgression  was 
not  such,  nor  so  to  be  ac^udged  at  the  time  of 
the  oflfeace  perpetrated,  as  it  was  afterwards ; 
yet  by  authority  of  pari,  the  offence  precedent 
was  from  the  old  nature  altered ;  and  he,  who 
ocfore  at  the  time  of  the  offence,  until  the 
making  of  the  bw,  was  not  to  be  privileged 
but  by  his  clergy,  vim  now  by  ai\  act  made 
•ft^»  by  judgment  executed.  And  since  in 
the  case  ol  a  private  man,  asvras  this  of  Benoet 
Soiith,  such  consideration,  and  sach  fpod 
4mme6on  was  used,  who  can  imagine  it  to  be 
odious?  Nay,  who  is  it,  that  would  not  the 
likeorffreater  care  to  be  had  of  a  prince,  and 
•epecially  of  so  good  and  virtuous  a  prince  as 
sbO)  o£9tbottL^m  cflntoence  ie  cmw  f  But  j^t 


we  are  charged  with  partial  affpction,  miset^ 
tied  minds,  and  doubleness.  Whether  this 
speech  now  be  an  offence  to  the  house,  he 
earnestly  craved  the  judgment  of  the  house. 
For  that  it  might  seem  by  the  gontleman'a- 
earnestuess  wh2  spake,  that  somo  one  his 
friend,  whom  he  was  bent  to  serve,  would  bo 
touched.  Wliet'cupon,  for- his  own  part,  ho 
eft-soons  protested,  he  had  no  certain  resolu- 
tion with  himsell^  of  any  title,  but  was  to  be 
satisfied  with  tlie  consent  of  that  a^isembly  ; 
howsoever,  adding^  further,  if  his  motions  might 
so  sort,  as  they  were  liked,  he  offered  this  pro* 
visn  to  be  added.  That  if  any  such  person,  who 
had  made  any  such  claim,  shall  disclaim  and 
renounce  all  title  during  her  highnesses  life, 
the  same  person,  Ice.  to  be  then  restored  tu 
the  old  estate. 

Mr.  Comptroller^  after  some  declaration  of 
grief,  perceiving  the  matter  grow  to  heat,  a^ 
verily  the  greatest  number  of  the  house  wcra 
more  than  moved  with  mr.  Goodier's  speech, 
and  that  men  were  disposed  to  talk  at  large  of 
matters  contrarv  or  repugnant  to  the  UU,  moved 
that  it  mi^ht  be  severed ;  because  the  first 
part  came  ra,  and  was  exhibited  to  that  hous^ 
by  her  maj .*s  learned  council;  the  other  was 
but  the  advice  of  a  private  man ;  whicl\  ad* 
vice,  though  it  justly  desened  commendation, 
yet  was  it  not,  m  his  fancy,  to  be  joined  with 
that  which  came  in  other  sort. 

Mr,  Spagg  argued  to  this  effect.  That  in 
making  ofTaws,  plainness  of  Speech  should 
he  used,  all  intra pmeuts  to  be  sluiimed  and 
avoided.  And  here  he  moved,  why  the  statute 
of  Edw.  ftl.  whereby  it  is  enacted.  That  aH 
such,  wlio  shall  endeavour,  compass  or  ima^ 
gine  the  death  of  the  ^king,  ^c.  should  be 
traitors,  &c,  should  not  be  said  suilicient, 
reaching  as  far,  and  comprehending  as  much, 
as  this  latter  advice.  For  the  regard  of  the 
time  past,  he  said,  he  could  have  no  good 
liking  tlicreof,  and  what  was  practised  in  queen 
Mary's  time  (under  correction)  he  took  to  bo 
no  charitable  pvecedent;  conoeming  the  au* 
thority  of  the  parU  he  did  conclude  nothing, 
but  said  it  was  a  prevention. 

Sir  Francis  Knolla  shewed.  That  he  could 
not  utterly  dislike  the  conjoining  of  the  addi- 
tions, sith  that  they  rise  all  of  one  ground, 
and  that  they  -both  ane  good  and  charitable ; 
whereof  he  acknowledged  her  luEhuess  to 
have  intelligence,  and  the  cause  already  to 
have  been  in  conference  by  her  counsel.  And 
for  the  word  '  hath,'  he  saith  it  eontainod  no 
such  absurdity,  but  with  pood  zoal  it  njight  be 
maintained^  And  therotore  such  vehemencjr 
and  sharpness  of  speech  was  more  than  requi- 
site, yea  more  than  convenient.  And  as  for 
the  obscdrity,  he  said,  of  men  that  would 
mean  vrell,  it  could  not  be  misconstrued;  and 
to  stay  or  prevent  devices  past,  he  thought  it 
but  honest  policy,  which  being  otherwise  used 
in  a  prkioe's  case,  is  not  to  be  disliked.  Ho 
remeinbred  her  highness's  uowillingiiess  to 
pun^  such  offences,  and  therefore  thongh 
tha  Uw  b«  sh«rp>  y<ji  mik  m  Jm  mMaem, 
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diftt  if  any  have  offended  for  so  itaoch  as  may  remedy  provided,  except  the  caase  of  the  grief 
concern  her  person,  surely  he  thought  it  would  be  known,  and  the  same  cause  removed; 
not  be  executed ;  an^  her  clemency  tempered  .  wherein  the  Rebels  of  the  north  gave  clear  ei- 
with  authority  could  never  grow  to  cruelty, '  periment :  for  doubtless,  when  they  pretended 
wherein  what  his  conscience  was,  he  tliought  Kefomiation  of  Religion,  they  thought- to  rend 
not  fit  to  make  further  shew  thereof;  but  I  up  the  ground,  and  subvert  tlie  stusy  thereof, 
simply  and  plainly  he  would  deal  herein,  not  j  which  was  her  maj.'s  person;  and  by  them  fa^ 
meaning  to  treat  in  such  sort,  as  if  he  thought ;  wished  us  to  learn  at  last,  and  to  wax  wiser, 
to  deserve  thanks,  or  any  thing  of  her  maj.;  '  He  said,  the  court  of  chancery  will  straitly 
for  what  he  did,  lie  did  it  also  as  mindful  of  decree  for  saving  and  quiet  keepmg  of  a  quiet 
his  own  safety.  |  possession,   often  looking  to  ordering  thin» 

Another  spake  (whose  name  is  not  expressed  nefore  past,  and  shall  not  the  court  of  pan. 
in  the  aforeoaid  anonymous  J6umal)  shewing  do  the  like  for  the  title  of  the  crown  ?  And  the 
the  weight  of  the  matter,  which  was  then  in  ,  ancient  laws  of  the  realm,  he  said,  do  main- 
hand,  to  rest  as  well  on  the  gonei-al  safety 
of  the  subject,  as  on  the  preservation  of  her 


maj/s  person;  and  therefore  he  could  not  l^ut 
approve  the  efTcct  of  the  whole,  both  in  Bill 
and  addition ;  albeit  for  the  pains  in  the  Bill 
he  was  somewhat  variant  from  tJiat  which  was 
there  offerfcd,  and  in  the  understanding  of  some 
words  he  was  doubtful ;  as  for  the  word  *  com- 
passing/ he  made  some  question;  of  this, 
*  bodily  hurt,'  he  had  no  perfect  intelligence, 
iinct:  the  hurt  of  body  may  grow  by  grief  of 
mind,  and  grief  of  mind  perhaps  by  small 
cause.  He  also  said,  that  saving  in  the  sta- 
tute of  97  U.  8.  he  hath  not  read  it.  But  fur- 
ther, he  said,  that  he  that  would  not  allow  her 
for  lawful  queen,  in  his  conceit,  should  also  be 
called  a  Traitor ;  bat  for  the  speaking  of  those 
most  shinderous  words  of  Heretic,  Infidel, 
Schismatic,  he  would  not  any  man  to  be 
for  the  first  offence  taken  as  a  Traitor ;  for 
that  the  not  acknowledging  of  the  Supremacy, 


tarn  the  same,  as  long  before  the  35  Hen.  8, 
the  Stat.  5  E^l.  3,  in  such  like  cases  hath  or- 
dained, that  the  heir  of  the  fatlicr's  offence 
sliall  be  punished ;  ctnisuie  locuw  citatum. 

Mr.  Mounion  said,  it  were  hoi*rible  to  say, 
that  the  pari,  hath  no  authority  to  determine 
of  the  crowii ;  for  then  would  ensue,  not  only 
the  annihilating  of  the  statute  35  H.  8,  but 
that  the  statute  made  in  tlie  1st  of  her  maj.'s 
reign,  of  Recognition,  should  also  be  laid 
void;  a  matter  containing  a  greater  couse- 
quence  than  is  convenient  to  be  uttered. 

Mr.  Heneage  said,  that  either  the  bill  for 
Addition  should  be  severed,  or  both  ta  be  re- 
ferred to  the  queen's  learned  counsel,  to  con- 
sider of  the  conveniency  thereof;  and  then  by 
them  to  be  exhibited,  &c.  but  of  his  opiniou 
he  yielded  no  further  reason. 

Mr.  Long,  a  young  gent,  would  have  proved 
the  word,  have,*and  a  regard  of  the  time  jMist, 
not  to  be  amiss,  for  that  at  the  time  of  tlie 


being  a  far  greater  offedcc,  is  but  the  pain  of  j  offence  the  maiice  of  the  offender  was  as  great 
Praemunire.     And  therefore,  except  the  same  .  as  it  is  at  this  present. 

offence  als6  might  be  made  Treason,  he  could  Mr.  Fieeircood  endeavoured  to  prove  the 
not  like  thereof.  But  if  it  should  so  seem  to  '  overcharging  of  tlie  bill  with  Urger  words  than 
them  good,  that  it  should  be  as  he  indeed  I  were  convenient,  and  more  provisoes  than 
wished,  then  w«s  he  well  pleased  to  put  thena^l  were  to  the  purpose,  to  have  been  the  over- 
both  to  one  predicament'.     And  for  the  word    throw  of  that  wliich  was  truly  meant;  whcpein 


*  Heretic,'  he  said,  that  the  papists  all,  of 
forte  must  be  forced  to  say,  her  maj.  is  one; 
or  that  they  themselves  must  be  content  to 
carry  the  name,  and  to  be  noted  nomine^  as 
they  are  re  et  veritdte  heretics,  which  name 
they  wilhngly  will  not  bear.  He  furtlier  said, 
that  with  the  rest  of  those  words  of  ^laiider, 
he  thought  it  might  do  well  to  insert  the  name 
papist.  That  if  any  man  should  say  her  maj. 
to  be  an  InHdel,  Papist,  or  Heretic,  &c.  to  be 
a  Traitor;  for  that  some  say,  there  arc  in 
these  days  that  do  not  spare  to  sa^,  her  maj. 
is  of  another  religion  than  is  published ;  and 
that  it  is  the  sole. doing  of  the  counsellors, 
vrhereby  the  doctrine  (in*  sort  as  it  is)  is  thus 
publislied,  and  not  her's.  He  also  added,  that 
hb  wish  was,  tl)at  no  man  might  be  attainted 
of  these  words,  except  the  speech  or  pubUca- 
tion  might  be  testified  by  two  witnesses.  For 
the  Additions,  he  said,  assuredly  they  might  not 
be  severed  from  the  first  bill,  not  only  as  they 
arc  matters  materially  depending  on  the  first, 
but  stretchinj^  so  far  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
first,  that  without  them  the  first  may  seem  to 
^  Mthiog*   for^  s^d  be,  there  can  be  no 


the  cunning  adversary,  when  he  knoweth  not 
how  -to  subvert  directly,  will  by  tins  means 
easily  and  subtilly  insert  more,  pretending  a 
face  of  more  forwardness  than  the  rest,  when 
indeed  his  heart  is  bent  to  the  hindrance  of 
the  whole.  For  proof  and  experience  hereof, 
he  remcmbred  the  cunning  prelates  in  Hen.  IV. 
and  afterwards  in  Edw.  IV's,  time,  when  Edw. 
required  the  Suppressing  of  all  such^hbies, 
a£  Hen.  6,  had  erected.  To  hinder  thb,  con- 
trary to  the  king's  meaning,  some  would  needs 
add  the  colleges  in  Cambridge,  which  by  him 
were  also  founded;  to  which,  when  by  no 
means  the  house  could  be  induced,  as  well  the 
intent  of  the  first,  as  of  the  last,  was  sub- 
verted."—The  like  be  remembered  also  of  the 
2d  year  of  I^en.  7,  in^matter  of  Treason, 
which  all  men  ^uUl  have  yielded  unto ;  the 
counterfeit  friend  heaped  in,  to  give  the  king 
fipee  liberty  of  restitixtiort  to  whom  he  would, 
of  all,  both  goods  and  possessions,  whereof 
the  inconveniency  being  %een,  stay  was  made 
of  the  whole.  .So  that,  what  men  may  not 
do  directly,  with  face  of  further  friendship 
t^ey  do  jcovertly.    He  concluded  ^erefoijBy  it 
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were  well,  and  most  tti£e,  to  ma)(e  two  bills, 
«Dd  to  be  referred  tu  the  queen's  learned 
counsel,  as  Mr.  Heneage  bad  well  divided. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Mamccwi,  first  answering  the 
meaning  of  tbe  words  *  bodily  hurt'  said,  it 
must  be  intended  when  violence  and  force  is 
done  or  ofiercd  to  tbe  body,  and  not  otUer- 
wise,  or  elsewhere.  And  whether  the  .words 
of  sUmder  should  be  Treason,  he  thought  that 
there  was  great  reason  tbey  should  be;  for, 
quoth  he,  who  so  shall  affirna  her  highness  to 
be  an  heretic,  doth  doubtless  wish  her  the 
pains  of  an  heretic,  viz.  to  be  burnt,  &c.  He 
lurtber  would  have  to  be  added  to  these  words 
of  the  bill,  That  whosoever  shall  affirm  him- 
self to  have  title,  &c.  to  be  a  Traitor.  Uo 
was  of  futther  opinion,  that  it  vheuld  be  no 
clogging  to  tlie  bill,  to  have  matter  of  the 
same  nature  added;  being  also  provided  for 
tbe  same  purpose,  as  good,  consequent,  and 
necessarily  concurring  with  tbe  effect  of  the 
bill.  And  for  the  authority  of  the  pari,  he 
said,  it  could  not,  in  reasonable  construction, 
be  otherwise,  for  whoso  should  deny  that  au- 
thority, doth  deny  the  qnecn  to  be  queen,  and 
the  realm  to  be  a  realm. — After  some  further 
debate,  the  business  was  referr^  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Bill  for  the  Suppreuing  •  of  Simony. 1 
April  13,  the  bill  for  suppressing  of  Simony  in 
Presentations  to  Benefices  was  read  the  first 
time,  on  which  mr.  Snagg  observed,  <<  That 
the  cause  of  the  slanders,  which  tlie  papists 
have  against  the  church  of  England,  m  that 
that  they  say  cohlers,  taylors,  tinkers,  millers, 
&c.  are  of  tlie  ministry,  groweth  hereby,  that 
the  Livings,  are  detained  by  the  Patrons  from 
the  spiritual,  in  their  own  bands,  to  their  own 
private  uses;  whereas  the  first  original  of  the 
creation  of  Patronages  being  considered,  it 
appeareth  that  nothius  is  letV  to  the  patron  of 
right.  The  manner  of  their  original  he  shewed 
at  large,  and  that  the  s^e  was  granted  *  Deo 
et  Ecclesiae;'  and  concluded  tliat  tlie  patron 
nad  nothing  of  worth  or  value,  but  a  bare  no- 
mination, if  it  be  truly  used;  since  that,  deal- 
ing sincerely,  he  is  npither  to  respect  commo- 
dity, blood,  affection,  friendship,  nor  any  thing 
else,  but  the  worth  and  sufficiency  of  the  man, 
^cc." 

A  Bill  relating  to  Vasahondi,']  The  same 
day  the  bill  against  Vagabonds  was  read  a  first 
time,  and,  (hough  not  usual  in  such  cases, 
divers  speeches  eqsued,  of  which  this  is  an 
^ibstract: 

Mr.  St.  John  moved,  that  an  old  bill,  before 
this  time  exhibited  into  the'  lower  house,  con- 
^^ming  this  matter,  might  be  perused. 

Mr.  Sdndys  endeavoured* to  prove  this  law 
•  for  Beggars*  to  be  over  sharp  and  bloody, 
standing  much  on  the  care  which  is  to  be  had 
^r  the  poor ;  sabring,  that  it  mi|^ht  be  possible 
with  some  travail  had  by  the  justices,  to  re- 
lieve every  ms^l  at  his  own  house,  and  to  stay 
|hem  from  wandering.  Tliis  experience  he 
shewed,  and  vfbaj^  was  done  in  the  couAty  of 
W<Nrcester. 


Mr.  TVeneurtr  talked  to  this  effect,  that  he 
would  have  a  bridewell  in  everv  town,  and 
every  tipler  in  the  county  to  yield  12d  yearly 
to  th^  maintenance  thereof. 

Mr.  Wilson^  a  Master  of  the  Requests,  ar- 
eucd  thus,  that  Poor  of  necessity  we  must 
have,  for  so  Christ  hath  said,  untH  his  second 
coming :  and,  as  true  it  is,  said  he  also,  that 
Beggars,  by  God*s  word,  might  not  be  amongst 
his  people:  *  Ne  sit  inendicus  iuter  vos.'  fiis 
experience  he  shewed  through  the  greatest 
part  of  Christendom,  concluding,  tliat  sudi 
looseness  and  lewdness  was  no  where  as  here : 
he  said,  it  was  no  charity  to  give  such  a  one 
as  we  know  not,  being  a  stranger  unto  us. 
Thus,  said  he,  did  the  Locrenses  constitute  bjr 
their  laws.  Even  as  of  thieves  did  the  Gre- 
cians judge  of  them.  To  the  pain  of  the  con- 
stables for  their  remiss  dcalmgs,  he  wished 
might  be  conjoined  iuiprisoument. 

Ijehate  on  a  Bill  for  reforming  the  Common 
Prai/tr.]  April  1 1th,  the  bill  for  Refonnatioa 
of  the  Book  of  Common  Player  was  prepared 
by  mc.  Strickland,  and  read  a  first  ume,  which 
occasioned  another  debate : 

Mr.  Treasurer,  of  her  majestj^'^s  household, 
reasoned  to  this  effect,  that  if  the  matters: 
mentioned  to  be  reformed  were  heretical,  then 
verily  they  were  presently  to  be  condemned ; 
but  if  they  are  but  matters  of  ceremony,  theu 
it  behoveth  us  to  refer  the  same  to  her  maj, 
who  hath  authority,  as  chief  of  the  Church,  to 
deal  herein.  And  for  us  to  mpddlc  with  mat- 
ters of  her  prerogative,  quoth  he,  it  were  not 
expedient.  Withal,  he  s-aid,  what  cause  therts 
mi^ht  he  to  make  her  maj,  not  to  run  and  join 
with  those  who  seem  to  be  most  earnest,  we 
are  not  to  search ;  whether  it  be,  for  that  in 
time  and  order  she  hopeth  to  bring  them  uitb 
her,  or  what  other  secret  cause  or  scruple  there 
might  be  in  the  heart  of  princes,  it  is  not  iot 
all  people  to  know. 

Mr.  Comptroller  argued  to  this  effect,  as 
afore,  commanding  the  zeal,  hut  that  the  place 
and  time  were  not  fit,  Aud  since  we  acknow^ 
ledge  her  to  be  supream  head,  we  are  not  in 
these  petty  matters  to  run  before  the  ball, 
which  to  do,  and  therein  to  offend,  were  great 
folly ;  how  forwamed  we  were  herein,  he  did 
then  refer  to  omr  consideration,  insinuating  in 
some  sort,  that  our  heady  and  hasty  procecd- 
inics,  contrary  to  and  before  the  law,  did  rather 
hinder  than  help.    Hereupon 

Mr.  Pistor,  with  a  grave  and  seemly  coun- 
tenance, and  good  natural  eloquence,  shewed 
how  conscietlce  enforced  him  to  speak ;  and 
rather  to  hazard  his  credit  than  to  the  offence 
of  his  conscience  be  silent.  Albeit  he  would 
acknowledge  willingly,  that  many  hundreds  of 
that  hon.  and  worshipful  assembly,  were  abk 
to  teach  hkn,  and  he  indeed  willim;  to  learn 
of  them  all.  The  matter  of  his  grief^was,  that 
matters  of  importance  standine  us  upon  for 
our  souls,  stretching  higher  and  hurther  to  ererj 
one  of  us  than  the  monarchy  of  tlie  whole 
world,  were  either  not  treated  of,  or  so  slen* 
derly,  that  sow  flier  mve  thui  tea  days  cof • 
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tuMia]  consultation,  nodiing  was  thereon  can- 
cloded.  This  cause  he  shewed  to  be  God's,  the 
rest  are  fill  but  terrene,  yea  trifles  in  compa- 
rison ;  call  you  them  never  so  great,  or  pretend 
you,  that  they  import  never  so  much ;  subsidies, 
crowns,  kingdoms,  he  knew  not,  be  said,  what 
they  were  in  comparison  of  tliis;  this,  he  said, 
I  know,  whereof  he  most  thanked  God,  *  primum 
<}U£rite  regnum  Dei,  &  catem  omnia  adjici- 
cntur  vobis.'*  This  rule  is  the  direction,  and 
this  desii'e  ^lall  bring  us  to  the  Light,  where- 
upon we  may  stay,  and  then  proceed  unto  the 
rest ;  for  in  his  word,  and  by  him  we  learn,  «s 
saith  St.  Paul,  to  correct,  reform,  fitc.  Our  true 
home  certainly  is  not  here,  *  Non  habemus  hie 
permanentem  civitatem:'  and  the  justice  of 
God  moved  terror  unto  all,  which  he  seemed 
to  mean  concerning  the  bill  before-mentioned 
of  $trickland*s  Propositions.  And  so  did  set 
it  forth  with  vehemency,  that  there  lacked  no 
modesty;  and  with  such  eloquence,  that  it 
neither  seemed  studied,  nor  too  much  affected, 
but  grave  and  Icarpied  throughout,  and  no  whit 
too  long,  but  very  well  approved  of.  AHer  hiip 
followed 

Mr.  Snagg,  and  far  after  him  indeed,  either 
for  order,  proof,  or  matter,  he  entered  into  the 
dbcourse  of  Strickland's  Articles,  and  seemed 
to  maintain  them ;  this  namely,  not  to  kneel 
at  the  receiving  of  the  Commuuion,  but  rather, 
if  a  law  hereof  should  be  made,  to  lie  prostrate^ 
to  shun  the  old  superstition ;  or  otherwise  to 
set  every  man  at  liberty,  and  in  this  behalf  to 
do  according  to  his  conscience  and  devotion, 
he  judged  it  to  be  nothing  derogatory  or  con- 
trary to  the  prerogative ;  and  the  direction,  he 
thought  fit  to  be  left  out  of  the  book,  which 
should  be  a  law,  8tc. — After  which  arguments, 
^t  was,  upon  the  question,  agreed.  That  a  Pe- 
tition should  be  made  b^  this  house  unto  the 
queen*s  maj.   for  her  licence  and  privity  to 

Srocced  in  this  bill,  before  it  be  any  further 
ealt  in. 

Debate  on  a  Bill  against  LicenceSy  Sfc]  The 
same  day  the  bill  against  Licences  and  Dis- 
pensations, granted  by  the  ahj).  of  Canterbury, 
was  pat  to  the  question.  Whether  it  should  be 
read  or  no  ?  It  was  over-ruled  in  the  afiirma- 
tive,  and  had  thereupon  its  &*st  reading.  After 
yhich, 

Mr.  Alford  spake  against  the  hill ;  and  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  that  Licences  for  mar- 
riiiges  in  some  cases  might  be  needful,  and 
^hat  Dispensations  also  for  non-residence  might, 
Vpon  some  occasion,  b^  of  great  necessity ;  as 
y  a  minister  should  be  employed  upon  some 
^reign  ambassagc,  o^  othor  flatter  of  great 
weight. 

Mr.  Yelverton  «pak6  very  veheraeatly  in 
ipaaintenancc  of  the  bill,  alledging,  that,  as  he 
thought,  no  good  Christion  could  be  against 
it ;  in  respect  that  by  the  very  wordS;  of  the  biU 
it  appears,  that  it  was  only  framed  for  th^  sup- 
pression of  such  Licences  and  Dispensations,  as 
were  contrary  to  the  word  of  God. 

*Mr.  Dnlton  spake  next  against  the  bill ;  and 
mumled  his  opinion  oi^ly  upon  this  Taip  sop- 


poeitio»,  that  a  hp.  caado  ■oriiiwg  cotmyt^ 
the  word  of  God. 

Mr.  Manwood  spake  vtry  jadiciausiy  vm^ 
moderately,  allowing  well  tlic  scopa  and  mean- 
ing of  the  law;  but  wished,  that  in  respect  it 
mendoneth  the  redress  of  many  grievances, 
those  same  grievances  might  6rsC  hm  particu-» 
larly  made  known  to  the  house,  before  tho  hill 
were  any  farther  proceeded  in. 

Mr.  Pleetioood  approved  the  bill,  yet  spake 
not  dircctlv  for  it;  but  very  covertly  guirded 
at  the  Ecclesiastical  Judges,  and  the  CSiee  of 
Faculties ;  shewing  abo,  that  livings  are  giveo 
to  minbters  for  the  instructit^  the  king  and 
his  people,  and  for  the  keeping  oi  house,  and 
other  deeds  of  chmity.  All  which,  if  they  were 
absent  by  dispensation,  he  inferred  must  of 
necessity  be  neglected. 

Serjeant  Ltwlace  lastly,  as  it  should  seem, 
concluded  fVirtber  speech  in  this  business,  shew^ 
ing  the  use  and  commodity  of  this  bill ;  but 
doubted  that  there  was  not  power  enough  given 
therein,  nor  sufficient  remedy  provided  for  re- 
dress of  the  mischiefs  thereby  supposed  to 
grow,  by  reason  of  the  granting  the  aforesaid 
Licence  and  Dispensations.  Upon  which,  it 
should  seem,  that  some  members  of  the  Ixmse 
were  appointed  to  consider  of  the  said  bill,  but 
their  names  are  not  found  in  the  original 
Journal  Kook  of  the  Commons,  or  in  that  he- 
fore  cited  anonymous  Journal,  out  of  whith 
both  the  precedifig  and  eutuing  speeches  are 
transcribed. 

Mr.  Norton  made  a  motion  by  warrant  of 
this  court,  by  the  wisdom  and  godly  care  which 
in  matters  of  weight  was  to  be  employed,  That 
to  avoid  the  shamefid  and  most  hateful  usage 
amongst  the  ecclesiastical  judges^  for  deliver- 
ing of  clerks  convict  upon  their  oaths,  and  the 
manifest  perjury  there,  by  their  law  acninst  the 
law,  committed,  some  order  might  be  taken. 
He  proved  it  misht  not  be  said  a  liberty  of  the  -* 
church,  except  they  will  claim  a  liberty  to  sin  ; 
wherein  indeed  their  principal  liberty  hath 
stood,  and  for  the  which  they  have  not  spared 
to  hazard,  nay  to  give,  both  their  bodies  and 
souls  to  become  traitors  to  God  and  m«i.— 
Thus  did  that  rebel,  bp.  Becket,  whose  prin-. 
cipal  quarrel  and  chief  cause  of  ail  his  stir, 
was,  that  the  king  would  have  pmiished  on^ 
of  his  mark,  a  priest,  for  an  abominable  incest 
committed  by  him :  tvhich  trifling  fault  (for- 
sooth) this  holy  saint  cooid  not  endure  ta  be 
rebuked  of  by  a  temporal  judgc^  '  £t  bhio 
ills  ira.*  He  shewed,  it  could  not  be  termed 
a  privilege,  and  encouragement  to  learning 
since  it  was  no  other  but  a  cloak  for  their 
naughtiness,  aod  for  such  as  might  he  of  the 
pope's  sect.  As  well  appeared,  in  that  it  was 
allowed  to  none  but  to  such  as  might  enter 
their  holy  orders,  and  not  to  one  that  had  two. 
wives.  He  shewed  at  lai^ge  the  circumstance 
of  their  practised  order  upon  the  pni^tion  of 
such  clerks,  declaring  of  truth,  so  disordered 
and  hatefttl  doings  that  the  whole  bouse  re- 
tolved  to  take  care  for  redmes. 
The^li^vn€utwajitb«ivb:irthe  €oq««i$«C 
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<te  hotae,  for  that  it  was  B«isiiMueve,  adjourned 
uwii  Thursday  naxt;  and  k  was  agreed,  that 
tliey  should  fmm  ihesiceforth  cooie  to  the 
^ouse  at  7  of  the  clock  in  the  morning.  Dariag 
'which  «aid  tine  tff  Easter,  mr.  Strickland,  so 
eften  before  meatioued,  for  the  exiubidng  the 
iiiil  for  Reformatioo  of  Ger^Moies,  and  his 
Speech  thereupoa,  was  called  before  the  Lords 
«f  the  Privj  Council ;  and  rec^uired  to  attend 

rn  tb^,  sktid  to  make  stay  trom  coonag  to 
house  in  the  mean  season. 

Debate  on  the  Bill  for  the  Vulidky  of  Bur^ 
genes  not  retiant,]  April  19tfa,  the  bill  lor 
the  Validity  of  Burgesses  not  resianc,  was  read 
the  9nd  time;  apon  which  ensued  divers  ar- 
guments. The  nrst  man  that  spoke  effectually 
ta  thb  bill,  was 

Mr.  Wamecomh  -df  Kei^fbrd ;  who  standing 
op,  said  to  this  «ieot^  that  it  beboveth  all 
chose  which  were  Bargesses,  to  see  to  that 
iull,  for,  qaoth  he,  'this  may  touch  aoid  over- 
.reach  their  whole  hbevties,  as  not  having 
whereunto  to  stajr;  l)utthat  lords  letters  shafi 
'from  henceforth  bear  s(U  the  sway. 

Mr.  Norton  "first  maike  cxplanatioB  of  the 
•meaning  of  riie  ImII,  to  be,  be  said,  to  shame 
the  imperfootion  o>f  choice,  whidh  is  too  often 
"teen,  by  sending  of  wAl  men ;  aad  lest  happly 
any  thing  might  be  dbjeoted  to  the  imperfoo- 
tion  of  the  pari,  which  4nay  seem  to  be  scant 
^luAdent  by  reason  of  the  choice  inade  'by  bo- 
raaghs,  for  the  most  part  ofstraogers.  (Where- 
as b^  the  positive  law,  no  man  ought  to  be 
<:hosen  Burgess  for  any  borough,  bat  only  ro- 
isiants  and  inhabitants.)  He  said  further,  that 
the  choice  should  be  of  such^is  were  ablc^  an^ 
-fit  for  so  great  a  place  and  employment,  with- 
'Ottt  respect  of  privilege  of  place  or  degree;  for 
that,  by  reason  of  his  being  a  Burgess,  it  mi^ht 
7)ot'be  intended  or  thought  he  was  any  thing 
the  wiser ;  withal,  he  argued,  that  the  whole 
body  of  the  realm,  and  the  good  sarvice  of  the 
tssme,  was  rather  to  be  respected,  than  the  pri- 
vate regard  of  place,  privilege,  or  degree  of  any 
person.— Then  mr.  Speaker  moved  the  opinion 
of  the  house,  whether  they  could  like  the  bill 
should  be  ingrossed?  and  comingto  the  ques- 
tion, some  snid,  no ;  but  the  greatest  number 
leemed  to  say,  yea. 

Whereupon  one  standing  up,  whose  name  is 
not  expressed,  said  thus.  I  run  wholly  with  the 
pretence  of  the,  bill,  that  Boroughs  decayed 
may  be  cased  or  relieved,  knowing  assuredly 
the  same  honourable  for  the  realm,  and  in 
many  respects  profitable  and  commodious  to 
those  ^ho  do  inhabit  the  countries  adjacent  to 
auch  decayed  towns;  that  it  is  so,  I  will  not 
stand  to  persuade.  How  for  this  law  may  help 
theml  know  not;  if  they  be  decayed^  then  it 
is  most -lit  for'them,  that  of  their  own  company 
there  may  be  some,  who  feeling  the  smart,  can 
best  make  relation  of  their  estate ;  <and  know- 
ins  the  country,  may  devise  and' advise  of  such 
helps,  as  without  the  hurts  of  other  places  may 
restore  the  old  ruins.  All' things  are  in  change, 
and  nothing  s6  suppressed,  but  by  God's  graee 
nhe  sametiu^  in  time  ^policy  be  railed  up. 


Bat,  to  open  mj  meaning  shortly,  the  cjuestioo 
is,  What  sort  of  men  are  to  come  to  this  court, 
aad  public  consultation  in  pari,  f  whether  from 
every  quarter,  country,  and  town,  there  should 
come  (as  I  might  say)  home-dwellers,  -or  other- 
wise men  chosen  by  directions,  it  forceth  ihiC 
whom  ?  I  am  surely  of  mind,  tiiat  neither  for 
the.  good  service  of  her  mn'i.  safety  of  our  coun- 
try, or  standing  with  the  hberty,  which  of  right 
we  may  cliallenge  (being  born  subjects  withia 
the  realm)  this  scope  is  to  be  given;  or  suck 
ioAseness  in  choice  to  be  permitted.  That  tbe 
whole  land  of  this  realm,  we  know,  is  to  be  for 
3  purposes  employed,  and  thereby  3  sorts  of 
men  are,  as  it  were,  created. — The  one  part 
given  in  Frank  Almoigne,  or  for  Divine  Service 
to  be  used,  to  the  glory  of  God  and  ministry  of 
bis  word. — ^The  2nd  part  to  be  holdeo  for 
Defence  against  our  enemies,  by  the  sword.—- 
Tbe  Srd  for  Maintenance  of  our  Livelihood  ^at 
home,  and  for  necessary  employments  here. 
Of  these  3  grouads,  in  the  first  division  there 
groweth,  to  our  knowledge,  d  sorts  of  men  : 
the  ministers  and  teachers  of  the  gospel,  of 
whom  we  must  have  care,  and  with  whom,  in 
making  of  laws,  we  must  confer,  if  we  will  be 
Christians.  The  2nd  are  the  nobility,  knights, 
and  soldiers,  the  defenders  and  fortresses 
against  our  enemies.  The  Srd  sort  he  tlie 
providers,  devisors,  and  executors  of  all  things 
necessary,  commodious,  or  seemly  for  u  settl^ 
estate  (which  hath  the  happiness  to  live  there 
where  are  *  pax  et  justitia'j  for  increase  of  our 
wealths,  sustenance  of  onr  laws,  die  governing 
of  bodies,  or  what  else  soever  is  necessary  for 
us:  such  are  the  counsellors,  such  arc  iIks 
judges  and  nunisters  of  tlie  laws,  such  be  the 
tillers  of  the  earth,  such  be  merchants,  such 
be  victuallers,  and  in  tliis  decree  be  those  wha  • 
do  use  manual  and  mcohamcal  arts.  Of  all 
these,  in  like  sort,  as  of  the  others,  rcgard,^ 
Care,  and  respect  must  be  had ;  they  through- 
ly consulted  with,  the  general  and  particular 
states  are  by  them  to  be  known,  if  we  mean 
to  proceed  for  the  public  weal,  or  endeavour 
ih  the  same  a  true  perfection.  These  last  sort 
making  one  kind  are  most  ample,  and  thereto 
most  effectual  to  be  dealt  with,  as  yielding  to 
the  rest  *  supplementum,  consilium  et  auxiii- 
urn.'  The  2nd. sort  is  likewise  most  necessary 
to  be  thought  of.  The  first  are  best,  and  first 
to  be  followed ;  but  those  arc  all  to  be  in  one 
knot^Gonjoincfl,  and  As  members  of  one  body 
in  one  to  be  used.  We  may,  in  regard  of  re- 
ligion, lie  in  the  dike  (as  the  proverb  is)  long 
enough  without  our  own  aid,  if  we  do  nothing 
but  pray  for  the  help  of  Hercules.  We  may 
not  trust  only  to  the  sword,  lest  the  common  - 
known  saying  of  Cicero  should  turn  to  our 
shame:  '  parva  sunt  foris  anna,  nisi  consilium 
cfomi.'  Neither  our  preaching  nor  our  pray- 
ing to  God  are  only  svifficient,  but  with-dl  we 
must  do  our  endeavours,  and  help  each  other ; 
since  f^r  die  driving  away  of  a  dog  there  is  (as 
the  countryman  saith)  some  virtue  in  a  stone, 
if  it  be  conjoined  with  st.  John's  gospel;  I 
mean,  tha{  every  part  of  the  body  should  ^o 
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hk  own  part  to  the  aid  of  the  other;  and  the 
hfind  to  nelu  the  hand,  the  foot  to  help  the 
loot,  &c.    Tliia  hath  moved  our  forefathers, 
»nd  on  tliis  aground  hath  it  ^rown,  that  in  this 
court  where  we  are  to  consider  of  all,  and  (as 
occasion  may  serve)  to  alter,  constitute,  or  re- 
form ail  things,  as  cause  shall  be,  that  we  do 
know  ail  sorts  oF  men,  so  far  as  may  be  to  help 
all.    How  may  her  maj.  or  how  may  this  court 
know  the  estate  of  her  frontiers,  or  who  shall 
make  report  of  Uie  ports,  or  how  every  quar- 
ter, sliire,  or  country  Js  in  state?    We  who  ne- 
ver ha?e  seen  Berwick  or  st.  Michael's  Mount, 
can  hut  blindly  guess  of  them,  albeit  we  look 
on  the  maps  that. came  from  thence,  or  see 
letters  of  instruction  sent;  some  one,  whom 
observation^  experience,  and  due  consideration 
of  that  country  hath  taught,  can  more  perfect- 
ly open  what  shaU  in  question  thereof  grow, 
and  more  cflbctually  reason  thereupon,  than 
the  skilfuilest  otherwise  whatsoever.   And  that 
they  should  be  the  Very  inhabiters  of  the  seve- 
ral countries  of  this  kingdoifi,  who  should  be 
kcre  in  tjmcs  certain  employed,  doubtless  it 
was  the  true  meaning  of  ancient  kings  and  our. 
forefathers^  who  first  began  and  established 
this  court.    But,  leaving  what  I  cannot  reach 
tin  to,  the  first  constitution  and  freedom  of  this 
court,  the  old  precedent  of  parliament  writs  do 
teach  us,  that  of  every  country  their  own  bur- 
gesses should  be  elected ;  the  writ  to  the  she- 
riff and  borough  is  directly  so ;  and  the  writs 
to  the  cities  being  counties,  are,  *  quod  ex  vo- 
bis  ipsis  elegatis  duos  cives',&c.  which  do  prove 
it  to  be  so;  the  statute  in  the  1  Hen.  V.  for 
the  confirmation  of  the  old  laws  was  therefore 
made,  and  not  to  create  a  new  unknown  law ; 
and  that  other  in  the  —  Hen.  Vf.  was  made 
to  redress  the  mischief,  which  by  breach  of 
that  old  law  did  grow.    These  do  conclude  it 
without  contradiction,  tha^  for  that  time  it  was 
thouglit  fit  to  continue  the  ancient  use,  liber- 
ty, and  conveniency  of  sennce.     We  know 
that  such  as  have  spent  their  whole  time  in 
service,  or  have  seen  only  the  manner  of  govt, 
of  other  nations,  and  can  tell  you  how   the 
crown  of  France  Is  delivered  out  of  wardship; 
or  otherwise  tell  a  tale  of  the  king  of  Castile 
and  Portugal,  how  they  in  making  of  laws  do 
use  their  own  discretion;  the  king  of  Den- 
mark usctb  tlie  advice  of  his  nobles  only,  and 
nothing  of  his  commons;  nor  can  paint  you 
out  the  monstrous  garments  of  the  common 
people  in  some  parts  of  Germany,  or  the  man- 
gled commonwealth  of  the  allies,  or  shadows 
of  the  great  cities,  which  now  are  to  be  seen 
in  Italy;  surely  all  those  men,  except  they 
know  also  our  own  homes,  are  not  to  be  trust- 
ed to  conclude   for  our   own   home   afliuirs. 
Doubtless  the  best  learned  for  mattei's  of  com- 
modity to  be  raised,  or  to  be  wrought  in  his 
own  country,  may  hafl|^ily  give  place  to  his 
own  neighbours ;  even  as  wisely  and  learnedly 
a  gent,  said  of  late,  in  every  commitment,  ac- 
cording to  tlie  matter,  there  must  be  a  decla- 
ration of  men,  as  for  merchandize,  the  mer-  i 
chanty  wad  ao  iortb:  '  unicuiquc  in  su4  arte  i 


rerito  credendom/  we  hold  for  a  maxim.  AsA 
mean  this  wholly  to  no  other  end,  but  9ince 
we  deal  universally,  for  all  sorts  and  all  places^ 
that  there  be  here  of  all  sorts,  and  aU  coun- 
tries, and  not  (seeing  you  Ust  so  to  term  it) 
thus  to  ease  them  of  towns  and  boroughs,  thai 
they  may  choose  at  liberty  whom  tliey  list; 
yet  can  I  hardly  call  that  a  liberty  which  b 
contrary  to  that  which  the  kin^  aud  the  queen 
conmioniy  granteth  as  a  free  gift,  and  by  these 
words,  '  et  de  mnjori  gratia  nostra,  6lq,  ded^ 
miis  potestatem,  &c.  quod  dc  seipsis  elig^nt 
duos  burgenses,  or  duos  cives;'  we  take  it 
more  for  a  man  to  have,  of  his  own,  than  Xa 
have  (by  any  man's  discretion)  of  another. — 
It  hath  been  of  late  oft  and  well  said,  that  to 
nominate  another  to  a  bcnelice  is  nothing 
worth  in  value ;  but  if  it  be,  that  a  man  may 
take  the  benefit  himself  that  is  both  valuable 
and  estimable;  that  cannot  hurt,  that  is  ever 
good  for  me,  if  it  be  ever  tied  in  nearest  sort 
unto  me;  and  io9  this  reason  we  say  in  law, 
that  the  estate  Tail,  which  must  continue  in 
our  own  blood,  is  better  than  the  estate  in 
Fee  simple,  which  may  be  'got  further  firom 
us,  and  is  to  be'given  to  strangers  at  pleasure; 
mischiefe  and  inconveniences  there  may  grow 
by  this  liberty ;  but  a  mischief  it  may  be  to 
me,  and  inconvenient  also  to  utter  the  same : 
I  will  not  speak  thereof  but  dutifidly,  neither 
do  I  see  any  thing  that  is  amiss  at  this  pre- 
sent; what  was  done  a  hundred  years  since^  I 
may  safely  tell ;  and  thus  it  was :  a  duke  of 
this  realm  wrote  his  letteirs  to  a  city,  which  I 
know,  to  this  eficct;  where^by  he  did  signify, 
that  a  pari,  was  to  be  summoned  in  short 
time,  and  that  for  great  causes  he  was  to  crave 
aid  of  all  his  friends;  and  reckoning  them 
amongst  the  rest,  he  wished  them  of  four  un- 
der-nominated to  choose  two ;  the  letter  un- 
der the  duke's  seal  is  still  preserved;  but  hear 
you  the  answer;  he  was  written  to  with  due 
humbleness,  that  they  were  prohibited  by  law, 
they  might  choose  none  of  them. — I  win  ven- 
ture a  little  nearer.  In  queeu  Mary's  time,  a 
council  of  this  realm  (not  tlie  queen's  privr 
council)  did  write  to  a  town,  to  clioose  a  bi- 
shop's brotlier  (and  a  great  bishop's  brother  it 
was  indeed)  whom  they  assured  to  be  a  good 
Catholic  man ;  and  willed  them  to  choose  to 
the  like  of  him  some  other  fit  man.  The  coun- 
cil was  answered  with  law.  And  if  all  towns 
in  England  had  done  the  like  in  their  choice, 
the  crown  had  not  been  so  wronged,  and  the 
realm  so  robbed  with  such  ease  at  that  parL 
and  truth  banislied  as  it  was ;  what  hatli  been 
may  be ;  there  is  no  impossibility.  It  will  be 
said  I  mistake,  it  is  not  udeant  but  tliat  towns 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  choose  whom  they  list. 
I  say,  diat  liberty  is  the  loss  of  liberty;  for 
when  by  law  they  may  do  what  they  will,  they 
may  not  well  deny  what  shall  be  re<|uired.  It 
is  too  truly  said,  '  rogando  cogit  qui  rosat  po- 
tentior.'  And  I  have  known  one,  that  to 
avoid  a  great  man's  displeasure,  that  dwelt 
near  him,  that  was  desirous,  as  he  knew,  to 
buy  his  land,  did,  upon  small  occasion^  bind 
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IdndetTiuStto  dienate  his  land  (torn  his  tr^ie 
bein:  this  being  known,  I  mean  that  be  was 

boond  as  aforesaid^^  the  great  man  was  con* 
tented  to  let  him  keep  hb  own  quietly,  which 
otherwise  iie  would  not  have  done.    Surely 
law  19  the  only  fortress  of  the  inferior  sort  of 
people ;  and  contrary  to  the  law,  the  greater 
sort  viiil  not    desire    to    expect  any  thing. 
.  Thou^  now  at  this  present,  God  be  prsused, 
^e  need  not  to  fear  the  greatness  of  any  man, 
Justice  is  so  well  administered :  vet  hereafter, 
whatsoever  hath  been  we  may  tear,' either  for 
maintenance  of  faction,  or  maintenance  of 
mischief.    Again,  I  say,  it  may  be,  what  here- 
toibre  was,  possibly  again  may  be.    We  stand, 
And  hai'c  stood  of  late  upon  tiie  notorious  ma- 
nifestation ot^  the.  authority  of  pari,  except 
widbal  you  keep  the  ancient  usage  of  the  same, 
and  withal  endeavour  tlie  freedom  thereof,  in 
effect  you  do  nothing,  if  I  guess  aright. — It  is 
further  said,  tliat  in  some  towns  there  are  not 
men  of  discretion  fit;  they  be  not  tlie  wiser 
(said  the  gent,  that  spoke  before)  tor  being 
Burgesses.    I  can  never  be  persuaded,  but 
that  eitlier  the  lord,  whose  the  town  is,  be  the 
town  never  so  Httle ;  or  the  steward,  if  it  be 
l!he  queen's,  or  some  good  gent,  of  the  county 
adjomant,  will  either  assign  them  who  know 
the  town,  and  can  be  content  to  be  free  among 
tlfem,  and  to  serve  by  their  appointment, 
for  their  country,  and  for  them;  or- else  for 
some  reasonable  fee,  such  as  be  of  their  learn- 
ed council,  and  who  know  them,  and  the 
country  will  deal  for  them.     I  mean  it  not  so 
strictly,   that  those   who  should    be  chosen 
should  of  n^ccssicy  be  dwellers  in  the  town ; 
but  to  be  either  of  tlie  town,  or  towards  the 
town,  borderers  and*  near  neighbours  at  the 
least;   and  to  this  effect  I  would  the  bill 
were  framed.    I  stand  too  long  liereon,  and 
abundance  of  matter  occaskoneth  confusion; 
this  is  all.    It  was  meant  at  the  first,  and  first 
constitution  of  pari,  that  men  of  every  quarter, 
and  of  all  sorts,  should  copie  to  this  court,  tliat 
diey  should  be  freely  chosen.    This  in  every 
age  hitherto  hath  seemed  best;  to  alter  witli- 
out  cause  is  not  convenient;   to  give  every 
town  liberty,  may  offer  in  time  inconvenience. 
None  so  fit  for  every  country  as  tliose  who 
know  the  same.    To  choose  of  their  own,  it  is 
a  liberty;  to  lose  their  Ul>erty,  I  think  it  a  bad 
commodity,  call  it  as  you  please;   by  such 
kind  of  release  in  easing  men  of  their  wealths, 
or  some  ^ood  part  of  tlieir  living,  we  beshrew 
our  chanty.    And  in  like  sort,  and  in  like 
reason,  it  seems  to  me  this  law  is  inferred  out 
~  of*  the  preface  of  the  same.    For  thus  it  is 
penned  y  **  forasmuch  as  some  towns  are  de- 
cayed, and  have  not  of  their  own,  therefore 
let.  every  town  do  what  they  list."    Of  a  par- 
ticular proposition  to  make  a  geneml  conclu- 
.sion,  it  is  aeainst  our  rules;  iad  nothing,  as 
Saith  the  philosopher,  is  more  absurd  than 
*  non  causam  pro  causa.'    Some  towns  can- 
not send  fit  men;  it  standeth  very  strongly,  if 
you  seek  to  hdp,  let  the  pUister  be  fit  fo/  the 
sore:  let  aot  the  sal?e  h%  stretched  too  far^ 
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lest  the  whole  and  sound  flesh,  by  the  broad 
spreading  of  the  salve,  do  either  smart,  fret,  or 
fester.  The  medicine  which  healeth  the  sick 
man  may  be  poison  for  the  whole  and  sound 
man.  All  ciuzens  and  bureesses  should  not 
be  thought  alike,  and  yet  all  provided  for,  as 
there  is  due  cause.  Let  there  be  therefore 
convenient  consideration,  how  to  heal,  how 
tb  hurt.  And  I  could  wish,  according  to  the 
weight  of  the  matter,  it  might  be  rather  staid 
oA  than  thus  abruptly  overruled ;  and  v^hilo 
we  fly  Scylla  we  fall  not  into  Charybdis; 
while  we  say  that  boroughs  cannot  send  to 
this  high  comt  so  fit  men  as  be  convenient, 
that  by  altering  the  ancient  usage,  which  is  tlm 
only  warrant  and  sole  stay  of  freedom  In  pari, 
it  may  happily  be  said  we  have  no  pari,  now 
within  this  realm,  nor  liberty  at  all  for  any 
such  here  to  be  hold^n. 

Mr.  Bell,  in  answ/r  to  this,  did  ^collect  the 
substance  of  what  been  said,  and  in  a  lone 
discourse  shewed,  .that  it  was  necessary  aU 
places  should  be  provided  for,  and  not  Bo- 
roughs only,  being  but  one  of  the  members  of 
the  commonwealth ;  and  that  some  of  them 
have  neither  wealth  to  provide  fit  men,  nor 
themselves  any  in  any  sort  convenient.  He 
thought  not  amiss,  if,  in  respect  of  f  hose  ma* 
nifest  wants,  convenient  ^mpply  should  be; 
but,  without  the  warrant  of  pari,  such  altera- 
tion might  not  be.  He  then  thouefat  it  not 
amiss  to  be  advised.  And  for  the  objection  of 
the  danger  which  may  ensue  by  reason  of  th« 
letters  of  noblemen ;  he  could  not,  he  said, 
but  think  it  convenient  to  prevent  the  same  ; 
and  therefore  wished,  that  there  might  be  tha 
penalty  of  401.  upon  every  borough,  that 
should  make  such  election  at  the  nominatioi^ 
of  any  nobleman. 

Mr.  Afford  reasoned  to  this  effect,  That 
above  all  things,  necessary  care  ou^  to  h9 
for  the  chusing  and  having  of  lit  men  to  su])ply 
tlie  place,  that  there  be  not  imperfection* 
And  therefore  noted  one  great  disorder,  that 
many  young  men,  not  expeiienced,  tor  leaiii- 
ing  sakie,  were  oflen  chosen,  through  whoso 
default  he  knew  not ;  whether  letters  of  oo- 
blemeui  love  or  affection  in  the  countiy,  their 
own  ambition,  or  the  careless  accompt  of  tho 
electors,  or  what  else  was  the  cause,  he  knew 
not ;  but  it  was  to  be  seen  i  whereupon  ho 
would,  none  should  be  of  tliat  house,  not  of 
30  years  of  age  at  the  least  And  fbi'tbe 
choice  of  townsmen,  he  said,  he  was  of  bis 
mind,  that  Moses  and  Aaron  should  be  coiw 
joined  together;  and  that  there  should  be  on« 
of  their  Own,  or  some  gent,  near  them^  who 
had  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  country ; 
and  the  other  a  man  learned,  and  able  to  ut» 
ter  his  mind  and  opinion,  since  that  knbwlecfee 
locked  up  in  the  breast,  not  bein^  ordcny 
opened,  is  to  no  purpose ;  and  this  part,  h« 
said,  was  as  requisite  for  consultation  as  the 
other.  So  that  he  seemed  to  coudode  th« 
law  should  be  in  force  for  the  one  burgess,  and 
at  liberty  for  the  otheri"— After  which  speeches 
the  aforesaid  bill  touching  the  Validity  of  Bnr- 
3C 
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gesses,  &c.  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
sir  Tho.  Hilton,  knt. ;  ror.  Bell,  mr.  Rob. 
Bowes,  mi^.  Fleetwood,  mr.  Wumccomb, 
inr.  Bedle,  mr.  Atkins,  mr.  Alford  and  mr. 
Gynes ;  and  appointed  to  meet  in  the  Tcipple- 
Church,  u^n  Saturday  next,  at  2  in  tlie  af- 
ternoon. 

Debate  on  a  Bill  against  Usuru.]  April  19th, 
the  bill  against  Usury  was  read  the  -2nd  time, 
tvhich  occasioned  another  debate  in  the  house. 
And,  first, 

Mr»  Clarke  spoke  to  this  effect;  That  the 
referring  m£  the  punishment  in  the  bill  men- 
tioned, being  put  to  the  ecclesiiibtiial  judges, 
for  so  much  was  nothing;  tor  that  they  are  to 
punish  by  the  civil  law,   by  the  canon  law, 
or  by  tlie  temporal  law.    The  civil  law  would 
not  avail  them,  because  by  that  law  there  is 
allowance  of  Usury.    The  canon  law  is  abo- 
lished ;  and  in  that  respect  the  temporal  law 
faith  nothing;  so  that  the  pretence  may  pecm 
to  be  somew-ljat,  but  the  effect  thereby  wrought 
IS  nothing ;  yet  that  it  was  ill,  neither  Chris- 
tian nor  Pagan  ever  denied.    Aristotle  being 
asked  what  Usury  was?  He  said  it  was,  '  prat- 
ter  naturam,'  and  therefore  could  not  be  de- 
lined.     Plaro,  being  asked  th^  same  question, 
answered  it  was,  *  idem  achominem  occidere.' 
8t.  Augustine  the  same;   and,    in   the  very 
vords  of  the  Psahnist,  answereth  to  the  ques- 
tion, *  Dominc  quis  habitabit  in  tubcrnaculo 
tuo?'  Hcsaid,  *  Qui  curat  proximo  suo,  non 
decipit  eum,  et  qui  pecuniam  suam  non  dabit 
ad  Usurara.' 

Mn  il/o/%  shewed,  what  it  might  be  thought 
on  for  tmy  man  to  endeavour  the  defence  of 
Uiat  wluch  every  nreachcr  at  all  times,  following 
the  letter  of  the  book,  did  speak  against;  yet, 
f*aith  he,  it  is  convenient,  and  being  in  some 
jort  used,  it  is  not  repugnant  to  the  word  of 
Cod.     Experience  hath  proved  tlie  great  mis- 
cliief  whith  doth  grow  by  reason  of  excessive 
taking,  to  the  destruction  of  young  gentlemen, 
and  otherwise  infinitely ;  but  the  mischief  is  of 
the  excess,  not  other\iise.    Since  to  take  rea- 
sonably, or  so  that  both  parties  might  do  good, 
was  iv>t  hurtful;  for  to  have  any  man  lend  bis 
monev  without  any  commodity,  harrfly  should 
you  bnilg  that  to  pass.    And  sitice  every  man 
1*  not  an  occupier  who  hath  money,  and  some 
which  have  nut  money  may  yet  have  skill  to 
use  money,  except  you  sliould  take  away  or 
hinder  good  trades,  bargaining  and  contracting 
cannot  be;  God  did  not  so  hate  it^  tliat  he 
did  utterly  forbid  it,  but  to  tlie  Jews  amongst 
themselves  only,  for  that  he  willed  they  should 
lend  as  brethren  together :  for  unto  all  othcFS 
they  were  at  lai^e  :  and  therefore  to  this  day 
they  are  the  greatest  Usurers  hi  the  world. 
But  be  it,  as  indeed  it  i^,  evil,  and  that  men 
are  men,. no  saints,  to  do  all  these  things  per- 
tectly,  uprightly  and  brotlierly;  yet,  «  ex  dur 
<>bu8  malis  minus  malmn  eligeudum  f    and 
tetter  may  it  be  bom  to  permit  a  little,  than 
utterly   to  take  away  and  prohibit  traffick; 
whi^j  hardly  may  be  maintaiuec^  generally 
^hout  itm.^B^  k  may  be.  said,  k  is  eoutra- 
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ry  to  the  direct  word  of  God,  and  therefore  aa 
iU  law;  if  it  were  to  appoint  men  to  tak« 
Usury,  it  were  to  be  dishked ;  but  the  differ'^ 
ence  is  great  bctwefen  that  and  permitting  or 
allowing,  or  suffering  a  matter  to  be  unpunish- 
ed.   It  niay  be  said,  tliat  *  nudum  pactum  non 
|)arit  obligationem/  but  thtre  nmst  be  some* 
what  given  in  consideratibn:    Let  be  that  ther« 
is  nothing  given  of  tlie  lenders,  yet  there  is 
somcwliat  *  shnile,  6c  omne  bonum  exeniplum, 
k  omnis  lex  in  sc  aliquid  hab^t  mali ;'  for  that 
.some  body  shall  suffer  thereby.    We  are  not^' 
Quoth  he,  so  straitned  to  ilie  word  of  God, 
that  every  transgression  should  be  surely  pu-« 
nishcd  here.     Every  vain  word  is  here  forbid- 
den by  God,  yet  the  temporal  law  doth  not 
so  utterly  condemn  it.     As  for  the  words  ot* 
the  scripture,  he  said,  the  Hebrew  soundeth 
thus  in  answer  of  this  question  ;,  •  qui  non  dat 
pectiniam  suam  ud  morsum  :'  so  it  is  tlie  bite- 
mgand  over-&harp  deaUnj;  which  is  disliked 
and  nothing  else#    And  this,  he  said,  was  the 
opinion    and    interpretation    of  the  most  fa- 
mous  learned  man   Beza,  and  in  the^c  days^ 
of  Bellannine  and  divers  otliers,  who  say,  that 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  llebrew  word  i$ 
not  usura,  but  morsus. 

Dr*  Wiiwuy  Master  of  the  Requests,  first 
endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  common  state 
may  be  without  Usury ;  then  he  shewed,  how 
even  mm  that  have  been  ignorant  of  God  or 
his  laws,  finding  tlie  evils  thereof  by  their  laws, 
redressed  it ;  and  utterly  prohibited  the  use 
thereof,  As  the  Athenians  caused  all  the 
^vritings  taken  for  interest  money  to  be  burnt ; 
and  the  like  did  Lycurgus  by  a  law  which  he 
made,  and  seeing  the  fire,  he  said,  *  he  never 
saw  so  fair  a  flame  as  .those  books  yielded.^ 
He  then  made  a  definition  of  Usury,  shewing 
it  was  taking  of  any  reward,  or  price  or  sura, 
over  and  above  the  due  debt.  To  make  any 
thing  of  that  which  is  rtot  mine,  it  is  robbery. 
Forthwith  upon  the  dehvery  of  the  loan  mo- 
ney, it  is  not  mine^  And  the  law  is,  tliat 
mutuum  must  ever  be  free.  And  here  he 
shewed  the  difference  between  location  and 
mutuum;  the  one  implymg  a  contract,  the 
other  none*  He  remembered,  out  of  Kzekiel 
and  other  the  prophets,  sundr;^  places  of  scrips 
ture ;  and  vouched  st.  Au|p]stine*s  saying,  that 
fo  takejbut  a  cup  of  wine  is  Usury  and  damna- 


ble* Tliis  he  seemed  to  say  in  ansV^er  to  tliat 
which  had  been  before  pronounced,  that  it  was 
not  Usuiy  except  k  were  morsus*— He  shewed 
that  loss  may  grow  by  Usury;  fu^t,  to  the 
queen,  then  to  the  common-wealtli.  To  the 
queen  in  tliis,  that  tnen  not  using  their  owir 
money,  hut  finding  great  gaTn  in  Usurv,  do 
employ  the  same  that  way;  so  that  her  cus- 
toms must  decrease :  to  the  common-wealth, 
for  that,  whoso  shall  give  hire  for  money,  is  to 
raise  the  same  in  die  sale  of  his  commodity. 
AD  trades  shall  Be  taken  away,  all  occupations 
lost;  for  most  men  seeking  most  ease,  and 
greatest  gain,  without  hsajuri  or  venture,  will 
forthwith  employ  their  money  to  such  use.  He 
shewed  it  «u  ba  :>o  hateful  ia  Che  judgia«at  of 
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-  the  common  law,  that  aa  Usurer  Was  not  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  witness ;  nor  after  his  death  to 
the  common  sepulchre  of  Chrlstiai^s.  And  for 
that  his  discourse  had  been  long,  he  in^rted 
^as  he  said)  this  tale  for  recreation  of  the 
hearers. — **  In  Italy,  quoth  he,  a  great  known 
Usurer  being  dead,  the  curate  denied  him  the 
common  place  of  burial;  his  friends  made 
suit,  tl\e  priei>t  would  not  hear;  in  fine,  the 
suitors  bethought  them  of  a  poHcy  to  bring  it 
to  pass,  that  he  mi«i;ht  be  buried  in  the  church; 
which  was  this : — the  parson  of  the  church  did 
accustomably  use  to  carry  his  books  daily  from 
liis  house  to  tlie  church  on  his  ass ;  and  the 
ass,  by  often  going;  needed  not  to  be  driven, 
but,  knowing  his  journey,  as  soon  as  he  was 
laddn,  would,  of  hhnseli'  go  to  the  church 
door :  they  desired  the  parson,  his  ass  might 
carry  the  dead  body;  and  whore  it  should 
stay  there  it  might  be  buried.  To  so  fbnd  a 
request  the  priest  acreed;  the  body  was  laid 
on  the  ass,  who,  feeling  a  greater  burthen  than 
lie  was  us^d  to  bear,  did  run  towards  the 
town,  never  staying  until  he  came  to  the  com- 
mon place  of  execution,**  This  tale  merrily 
told,  he  again  entered  to  his  matter,  aud 
proved  the  condemnation  of  Usury  and  Usu- 
rers, by  the  authority  of  the  Nicene,  and  di- 
vers other  councils :  he  shewed,  that  the,  di^ 
vfncs  do  call  Usury  a  spider,  a  canker,  an 
aspis,  a  serpent  and  a  devij.  He  shewed  how, 
in  nature,  the  offences  of  homicide  and  usury 
arc  to  be  compared ;  and  by  examples  proved 
the  ruins  of  divers  commonwealtlia,  when  such 
practices  for  gain  are  suffered,  as  that  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Rome,  &c.  The  manner  of 
exchange  now  used  in  London,  aud  how  much 
abuse  he  shewed;  a  thing  in  old  time  not 
practised,  but  by  the  king,  as  in  Ed  w, Ill's  time, 
when  thereby  the  king  obtained  guch  treasure, 
and  such  excessive  wealth,  that  it  was  first 
wondered  at,  then  guessgd  that  it  grew  by  the 
science  of  alchymy.  He  here  shewed  the 
practice  of  the  Low-countries  of  Germany,' 
^nd  namely  the  doings  of  fulchers  to  the  very 
beggerin^  of  great  and  mighty  princes;  he 
avouched  the  authority  of  sir  John  Chec^  in 
tliat  place,  concerning:  that  matter;  and  the 
ipind  of  the  ancient  Bnorlish  law-writers,  who 
say  that  the  offence  of  Usury  in  life  the  bishop 
is  to  punish ;  but  after  his  death  bis  executors 
shall  npt  have  his  goods,  but  tliey  appertain 
*  ad  fiscum.*  He  concluded,  that  the  oflfbnce, 
in  his  conscience,  should  be  judged  felony, 

Mr.  Belt  said,  this  matter  being  so  ample 
hafl  occasioned  much  speech,  and  w!is  for 
cunning  men  a  fit  tlieme  to  shew  their  wits  and 
skills  upon.  Yet,  saith  he,  it  standcth  doubt- 
ibi  what  Usnry  is ;  we  hi^ve  no  true  definition 
of' it.  And,  in  our  kiws^  we  have  Httlc  wHtten 
thereon  but  tliis,  *  usura  non  currat  super  in- 
fiuitem.*  And  not  much  mqre  but  tot  answer 
the  objections,  where  it  is  pretended,  that  the 
not  punishing  of  it  by  the  temporal  judi^e,  may 
9^m  to  be  ai\  approbation  of  it,  or  to  leave  it 
to.  the  church  may  seem  as  if  we  had  no  fare 
^oncciorng  it;  ibr  (hat  ta  put  av«r  nfi  oficnc« 


to  another  judge,  may  not  be  so  said(,  if  to  the 
church  it  may  appertain,  and  they  tnay  weU 
correct  it.  He  further  shewed,  tlmt  tJie  privi- 
lege of  the  church  is  by  statute  upon  this  point 
to  be  expressed,  namely  in  the  statute  ^  qc  a,r^ 
ticulis  cleri,'  He  said,  we  must  not  curiously 
search  Cicero's  paradoxes,  and  pronounce  that 
'  peccata  sunt  ^qualia,  hoc  est,  quod  omuQ 
peccatum  est  peccatum ;'  and  no  further :  but 
oe  every  man,  according  to  his  transgressions^ 
to  mak^  a  reasgnablc  pain ;  though  he  who 
stealeth  2d.  doth  as  well  steal  as  he  whry  $teaI-> 
eth  lOOU  yet  there  are  degrees ;  we  have  p<itit 
larceny,  and  that  which  is  greater ;  both  faults, 
both  to  be  punished,  both  to  be  hated ;  but 
difference  there  is  in  punishing,  even  according 
to  the  greatness  and  smallness  of  the  offence ; 
ft>r  the  one  there  is  death,,  and  for  the  otiier 
not  so.-~^rn  the  statute  for  punishing  of  Per-* 
jury,  in  the  5th  of  this  queen,  there  aie  sundry 
degrees  of  peijury ;  not  for  that  there  is  les^ 
perjury  in  the  one  than  in  the  other ;  but  that 
there  is  greater  hurt  occasioned  in  the  one 
than  in  the  otlier,.  In  answer  of  the  scripture^ 
he  said,  the  law  of  God  \»,  <  if  thou  be  stricken 
on  the  one  cheek,  to  turn  the  otlier ;  or  if  thy 
cloak  be  taken  away,  to  give  also  thy  gown? 
The  Uterat  sense  is  hot  to  be  taken,^  and,  as 
there  is  cause*  a  reasonable  construction  must 
be^  So  he  concludect,  that  though  it  were  ^ 
sin,  yet  it  was  to  be  punished  here  on  earth 
acccordiing  to  tlie  gooc^  or  bad,  or  ra^ther  ac- 
cording to  the  greater  or  lesspr  hurt  whiclx 
groweth  thereby.. 

After  which  one,  whose  nami&  is  not  ex•^ 
pressed  in  the  said  anonymous  Journal,  eu- 
deavoured  the  an^swci;  of  dr.  Wil)5on,  but  witU 
a  protestatiotx  of  his  hisutficiency ;  and  then, 
he  shewed  how  the  divines  have  not  agreed, 
what  is  Usury,  but  fbr  his  o*vn  part,  he  was  toi 
incline  to  tiie  opinion,  of  the  learned  of  these 
days,  whose  iuterpretajtion  of  literal  sense  ancl 
skill  of  the  tongues  doi  appear ;  which  took 
that  for  no  Usury  which  is  without  grievance.. 
Re  made  a  difference  of  the  law  of  God  con-v 
cerning  the  divine'  majesty  contaiAed  in  the 
first  tal)le,.  and  what  is  concerning  man  in  tho 
second  table ;  saying,  that  nothmg  is  to  be 
said  in  that  degree  sin  in  itself,  but  by  the  cir-i 
cumstances ;  for  so  it  is  known  whether  it  bo 
good  or  bad^  To  kill  is  prohibited,  yet  some-, 
times  not  to  kill  is  eviU  Phineas  killed,  and 
was  therefore  commended.  And  thefts,  at 
times,  have  been  in  scriptures  approved.  So 
likewise  Usury  is  allowed  of  in  the  scriptures ; 
but  tliat  it  might  be  used  to  strangers  only : 
albeit  the  cboseiv  children  of  Gpd  amongst 
themsehrea  might  not  use  it^  But  let  be,  whe-t 
ther  it  be  utterly  uivlawftil^  or  in  some  sort  to 
be  tolerated,  it  is  a  question ;,  and  until  it  be 
determined  for  the  common  commodity  and 
maintenance,  let  it  be  as  hitherto  it  hath  been 
used.  And  for  the  common  sort  of  bargains, 
of  com  for  cloth,  silk  for  land,  St,Cj,  what  they 
be,  whether  Usury  or  no,  we  know  not.  That 
all  should  be  well,  it  is  to.  be  wished ;  that  all  . 
may  be  done  weU  among  men,  it  is  heyondf 
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hope ;  for  we  are  no  faints,  we  are  not  of  per- 
fection to  foHow  the  letter  of  the  gospel, 
*  Whoso  striketh  the  one  cheek/  &c.  and  this 
text,  *  date  nihil  inde  sperv^tes :'  these  are  no 
express  commandments.  For  the  first,  the 
law  of  nature  doth  direct,  and  for  the  other 
also  the  same  law  in  effect  maketh  defence ; 
surely  there  can  he  no  sin  where  there  can  be 
no  breach  of  charrty.  To  do  that  therefore  to 
another  which  we  would  to  ourselves  (the 
state,  circumstance,  and  case  to  ourselves  con- 
sidered) is  commendable,  or  not  to  he  re- 
proved; if  we  ourselves  be  to  borrow,  who  is 
It  that  would  not,  in  extremity,  give  a  little  to 
save  much  money  ?  It  is  said,  the  Usurer  doth 
or  may  grow  rich:  who  hath  disliked,  in  a 
commonwealth,  that  there  should  be  *  homines 
boni  frugi  ?'  they  may  be  considered,  and  may 
be  good,  more  than  mr  one  purpose.  He  ftir- 
thcr  stood  on  this,  that  God  did  not  absolutely 
forbid  Usury,  which  surely  if  it  had  been  utter- 
ly ill,  he  would  have  done.  And  he  added, 
that  the  common  laws  were  cruel  in  their  cen- 
sures, and  wished  that  they  should  be  no  more 
remembered  than  they  are  followed, 

Serjeant  LoveUicc  argued  to  this  effect,  that 
Usury  v%  as  of  money  only"  protesting  that  he 
Iiated  all  kind  of  Usury,  but  yet  the  greater 
the  ill  was,  tlie  more  and  more  greatly  did  he 
liatc  the  same.  But  to  prohibit  it  with  so 
sharp  and  ^extreme  a  law  as  to  lose  all,  he 
thought  it  would  be  the  ground  of  greater  co- 
vetousness.  Withal^  he  added,  to  proliibit  the 
ill  of  covetousness  ni  c;eneralitY,  were  rash, 
ifoid,  and  frivolous  ;  «iuce  that  Uie  speech  and 
the  act  itself  is  indefinite,  comprehending  all 
our  actions  and  doings ;  and  therefore,  as  ut- 
terly vain  to  prohibit  it,  in  vain  words  of  gene- 
rality. To  pi^hibit  drunkenness,  pride,  envy, 
surfeiting,  ice.  were  somewhat  in  some  parti- 
cular s^rt;  to  do  it  in  generality,  albeit  that 
We  know  that  it  is  every  way  damnable  by  the 
direct  and  written  word  of  God,  it  were  but 
folly.  Of  these  areat  cvib,  (to  the  which  man, 
of  his  nature,  is  bom  and  made  prone,  and  too 
apt)  when  we  may  not  reach  to  the  best,  fur- 
thest and  uttermost,  we  must'  dk>,  as  we  may 
•ay,  by  degrees.  As  to  say,  there  shall  be  no 
deceit,  or  slight  in  making  of  this  or  that  kind 
of  wares;  diat  tlie  husbandman  shall  till  his 
arable  land,  and  that  he  shall  not  keep  above 
iuch  a  number  of  sheep ;  that  there  shall  be 
no  forestalling,  regratiiig,  &c.  and  this  in  pa,r- 
ticularity;  whei*eas  otherwise,  generally  amongst 
sinful  men  to  prohibit  this  sin  or  that  sin  ut- 
terly on  a  pain,  it  may  not  be :  but  thus  riather 
lie  that  shall  so  sin  shall  suffer,  or  lose  so 
much ;  whereupon  he  concluded,  that  there 
should  be  degrees  in  punishing  of  Usury ;  as 
he  ^hat  should  take  so  much,  to  lose,  or  be 
punished  thus ;  he  that  shall  taie  more,  more 
deeply. 

Mr.  Fleetwood  said,  he  had  read  the  civil 
law,  and  of  the  common  law  somie^hat ;  bat 
how  well  he  did  -understand '  it,  he  would  not 
promise  oiiaht :  what  Usury  was,  he  said,  he 
was  not  to  learn ;  call  it,  if  wc  list,  proxima 


bomiddio,  or  how  ebe  hj  a  descriptviii  he 
forced  not  much ;  for  if  there  were  not  dyH 
law,  it  were  not  much  to  be  accounted  of'tjbr 
any  certainty  in  t)iis  case  thereby  to  be  bad^ 
and  the  most  ancient  laivt  of  this  realm  hcve 
taught  us  thereof  somewhat ;  as  the  laws  of 

do  make  to  us  mention  of  Usury.    Se^ 

do  the  laws  made  in  Lucius's  time,  and  those 
of  Athelred ;  whereby  it  was  ordained,  that 
witches  and  usurers  sliould  be  banished.  King 
Edward,  the  saint,  referreth  and  appointetE 
the  offenders  herein  to  suffer  ordalium.  Theii 
was  there  a  great  kind  of  Usury  known,  which 
was  ctflled  torus,  and  a  lesser  known  by  the 

name  of Glanvi^e,  in  the  book  de  Icr 

gibus  antiquis,  maketh  mention  of  an  iuquinr 
of  christian  usurers.  In  the  tower,  he  saic^ 
he  had  seen  a  commission  awarded  to  th^  mas-, 
ter  of  the  courts  (he  named  not  what  courts) 
to  enquire  of  Usurers,  and  the  punishment  of 
them,  he  said,  was  whipping ;  he  said  further, 
by  scripture,  he  knew  it  was  damnable ;  and 
therefore,  whether  it  was  good  or  not  goiod,  it 
was  no  good  question*  For  the  matter  of  im^* 
plication,  whether  by  tlie  pretence  of  the  law- 
it  might  be  intended  that  it  was  in  any  sort 
allowed ;  he  said,  it  might  be  construed  aint 
compared  there  with  the  statute  of  Tithes : 
where  it  is  said,  *  that  till  for  7  years  after 
Heath-ground  broken  up,  no  tithe  shall ,  be 

Eaid  f  the  construction  hereupon  is  dear^ 
[e  shewed  also,  that  Usury  was  malum  in  se^ 
for  that  of  some  other  transgressions,  her  m^. 
may  dispense  afore  with ;  but  for  Usury,  or  to 
grant  that  Usury  may  be  used,  she  possibly 
cannot. 

Mr.  Norton  shewed,  that  all  Usury  is  biting ; 
as  in  the  word  *  steal'  is  contained  all  kind  of 
injurious  taking  away  of  a  mau*b  goods :  and 
as  slauderizing  is  said  to  be  murtherine  or  ho- 
micide ;  so  is  Usury  justly  ever  to  be  said  ^ 
bitinv,  they  being  botliso  correlated  or  knit  * 
toeettier,  that  the  one  may  not  be  witiiout  the 
other.  He  concluded,  that  since  it  is  doubtful 
what  is  eood,  we  should  be  mindful  of  the  old 
^ying,  *  Quod  dubitas  ne  feceris,'  and  for  that 
'  Quod  non  ex  fide  est  peccatum  est,'  therefore 
he  wished  that  no  allowance  should  be  of  it. — 
After  which  debate,  the  bill  was  committed  to, 
Mr.  Treasurer  and  others,  but  their  names  are 
not  meptioncd. 

Debate  relating  to  the  Liberties  of  the 
House.^  April  80th  there  were  some  argu- 
ments started  concerning  the  Liberties  of  that 
Hous^,  and  about  some  untruths  which  bad 
^^ea  reported  of  it.  On  which  Mr.  I^eaker 
declared,  *  That  the  queen  liad  as  good  liking 
of  this  pari,  as  ever  she  had  of  any  j[>arl.  since 
her  maj.'s  reign.' — ^The  same  day  a  bfli  for 
Fugitives,  or  such  af  were  fled  beyond  sea 
wiUiou^  Licence,  was  read  a  first  time;  od 
which 

Mr.  IFentwqrth  stood  up,  aiid  put  tbe  house, 
in  mind  of  a  spei^h  made  biy  sir  tiampbrey 
Gilbert  some  days  before;  he  proved  h^ 
speech  (without  namina  him)  to  be  an  injury 
to  tbe  house;  le  notaa  Ut  di«poikioa  to^\ 
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|er  and  fawn  on  th^  prince,  ooi|ipaiin(;  hiin  to 
^  cameleony  which  can  chan^  himself  into 
idl  colours,  sa\4ng  white;  even  so,  said  be, 
this  reporter  can  change  himself  into  all  fa- 
shions bttt  honesty:  he  shewed  further  the 
l^eat  wrong  done  to  one  of  the  house,  by  a 
fuisreport  made  to  the  oueen,  meaning  Mr. 
Bell ;  he  shewed  his  speech  to  tend  to  no  other 
f  nd  than  to  inculcate  fear  into  those  which 
should  be  froe ;  he  requested  care"  for  the  cre- 
dit of  the  house,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
free  speech  (the  only  means  of  ordinary  pro- 
peedings)  and  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the 
bouse,  to  reprove  liars,  inveighing  ^atly  out 
pf  the  scriptures  and  otherwise,  against  liars. 
As  this  of  David,  <  Thou  O  Lofd  shalt  destroy 
liars.'  &c. 

Mr.  2V*eas«rer  signified  his  desire  to  have  all 
0ungs  well ;  saying,  he  could  not  enter  into 
judgment  of  auy :  but  he  said,  it  was  conve- 
nient ill  si>eeche8  should  be  avoided,  and  the 
good  nieaning  of  all  men  to  be  taken,  without 
wresting  or  misreporting ;  and  the  meaning  of 
all  pien  to  be  shewed  in  good  sort  without  un* 
seemly  words. 

Mr,  Speaker  endeavoured  an  a^emcnt  and 
ppity  in  the  house,  making  siginfication  that 
fjitii  queen's  maj.  had  in  pUin  words  declared 
unto  him,  that  she  had  good  intelligence  of  the 
orderly  proceedings  among  us;  whereof  she 
had  as  good  {iking  as  ever  she  had  of  any 
pari,  since  she  came  unto  tlie  crown;  and 
ivished  we  sho|i|d  give  her  no  other  cause  than 
to  continue  the  ^aiiqe,  and  added  further  her 
^aj.'s  pleasure  tjpi  Ijp,  to  take  Oi:dcr  for  U- 
ccnsbs;  wherein  slie  h^  t>een  careful,  and 
more  careful  vyquld  be. 

Debate  on  a  Member  being  detained^] — 
Mr.  CarletoHy  with  a  very  gooq  ^al,  and  or^ 
^erly  shew  of  obedience,  made  signification 
how  that  a  member  of  the  hous^  ^as  detained 
^m  them -(meaning  Mr.  Strickland)  by  w^ose 
comm^dment,  or  for  what  cause  he  knew  not. 
But  for  1^  much  as  he  was  not  now  a  private 
man,  but  to  supply  the  room,  person  and  place 
of  a  niultitude  specially  chosen,  and  therefore 
^sent,  he  thoudit  that  neither  in  regard  of  the 
^untry,  whi^  was  npt  to  be  wronged,  nor 
for  th^  liberty  of  the  house,  which  was  not  to 
pe  infringed,  we  should  permit  him  to  be  der 
tained  from  us.  But,  whatsoever  the  intend- 
ment of  this  offence  might  be,  that  he  should 
t>e  sent  for  to  the  bar  of  that  ho.use,  there  to 
\ie  heard,  i^(^  there,  to  ansv^er. 

Mr.  Treasurer  in  some  case  gave  advertise- 
inent  to  b^  ^ary  in  pur  proceedings,  and  nei- 
ther to.  venture  further  than  our  assured  war- 
raft  ii^ight  stretch,  nor  to  hazard  our  good 
opinion  with  her  maj.  on  any  doubtful  cause. 
Withal  h^  wished^  us  not  to  tnink  worse  than 
^ere  was  cause.  For  the  man,  quoth  he, 
that  is  meant,  is  neither  detained  nor  misused. 

Sit  on  consideration  i^  required  to  ei^ct 
e  queen^s  pl^asure^  upon  certain  special 
points:  wherein,  lie  said,  he  durst  to  assure 
that  the  man  should^  neither  have  cause  to 
fislikc  or  co^plain^  si^ce  so  mu^h  ftvoor  ^ras 


meant  unto  him  as  he  reasonably  could  ^h. 
He  further  said,  that  he  was  in  no  sort  stayed 
for  any  word  or  speech  by  him  in  that  pface 
offered;  but  for  the  exhibiting  of  ^  bill  into 
the  house  against  the  Prerogative  of  the  Queen ; 
which  was  not  to  be  tolerated.  Nevertheless 
the  construction  of  him  was  rather  to  have 
erred  in  his  zeal  and  bill  offered,  than  malici* 
ously  to  have  meant  any  thing  contrary  to  the 
dignity  royal.  And  lastly,  he  concluded,  that 
oftit  had  been  seen,  that  speeches  have  been 
examined  and  considered  ox.         «• 

Sir  Nicholas  Arnold,  with  some  vehemency, 
moved,  that  care  might  be  had  for  the  liberty 
of  the  h9use ;  he  was  enforced,  he  said,  rather 
to  utter,  and  so  to  run  into  danger  of  offence  pi* 
others,  than  to  be  offended  witti  lumself. 

Mr.  Comptroller  replied  to  the  effect  Mr. 
Treasurer  had  before  spoken. 

Mr.  Cleere  told,  how  tlie  prerogative  is  not " 
disputable,  and  that  the  safety  of  the  queeu  is 
the  safety  of  the  subjects.  He  added,  how 
that  for  matter  of  divinity,  every  man  was  foir 
his  instruction  to  repair  to  his  Ordinary,  being 
a  private  man;  (where  he  utterly  foreot  the 
place  he  spake  in,  and  tl\e  person  who  was 
meant ;  for  that  place  required  and  permitted 
free  speech  with  authority,  and  the  person  was 
not  himself  a  private  man  but. a  public;  by 
whom  even  the  Ordinary  himself  was  to  be 
directed.)  He  concluded,  that  for  as  much  as 
the  cause  was  not  known,  he  therefore  would 
the  house  should  stay. 

Mr.  Yelverton  said  he  was  to  be  sent  for, 
ai^uing  in  this  sort.  First,  he  said,  the  pre- 
cedent was  perilous,  and  though  in  this  happy 
time  of  lenity,  among  so  good  and  hon.  per- 
sonages, under  so  gracious  a  prince,  nothing 
of  extremity  or  injury  was  to  be  feared;  yet 
the  times  might  be  altered,  and  what  now  is 
permitted,  hereafler  might  be  construed  as  of 
duty,  and  enforced  even  on  this  ground  of  the 
present  permission.  He  fixrther  said,  that  all 
matters  not  treason,  or  too  much  to  the  dero^ 
g^tion  of  the  imperial  crown,  were  tolerable' 
there ;  where  all  things  came  to  be  considered 
of,  and  Y^here  there  was  sucli  fulness  of  oower, 
as  ^ven  th^  right  of  the  .crown  was  to  be  de- 
termined, and  by  warrant  whereof  we  had  so 
resolved,  Th^t  to  say  the  pari,  had  no  power 
to  determine  gf  the  crown,  was  high-treason. 
He  remembered  ho\v  that  men  are  not  thera 
for  themselves,  but  for  th^ir  countries.  Ho 
shewed,  it  was  fit  for  princes  to  have  their 
prerogatives;  but  yet  the  same  to.  be  straitened 
within  reasonable  limits.  Th^  prince,  he  shewed, 
could  not  of  herself  make  laws,  neither  might 
she  by  the  same  reason  brei\k  laws.  He  fur^ 
ther  ssud,  that  the  speech  Vtt^red  in  that  place, 
and  the  offer  made  of  th?  bill,  was  not  to  hm 
condemned  a* evil;  for  that  if  ^re  were  any 
thing  in  the  book  of  Common-JPrayer,  either 
Jewish,  Turkish  or  Popish,  the  same  was  to  be 
reformed.  Hq  also  said,  that  amongst  the 
Papists  it  was  bruted,  that  by  the  judgment  of 
the  council,  Strickland  was  taken  for  an  here- 
tick;  ifi  V^^  ^i^^''^?  ^  ^^  thereof. 
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Mr.  Fleetwood  first  shewed  the  order  of  civil  i 
urguments  from  the  cause,  to  this  elfcct,  that  | 
time  movt  be  known  and  place  observed,     lie  > 
•nid  then,  that  of  expencnce  he  couM  report 
•f  a  man  that  was  called  to  account  of  his  ; 
apeech  in  5^®  of  this  queen;  'but  he  said,  he  ' 
could  not  meddle  with  so  late  matters,  but 
what  he  had  learned  in  the  parliament  rolls, 
^  thought  convenient  should  be  kno^n  and 
^nsidered  of.    In  the  time  of  Hen,,  IV^,  a  bp. 
«f  the  pari,  was  committed  to  prison  by  com- 
MMMulment  of  the  king ;  the  pan.  resolved  to 
Ve  suitors  for  him.  And  in  Hen.  V.  the  Speaker 
Ikimsclf  was  couimitted,  and  with  him  another 
of  the  house ;  the  house  thereupon  stayed,  but 
remedy  they  had  none,  other  than,  to  be  suit- 
ors t6  the  king  for  them ;  whereupon  he  re- 
pohed,  that  the  onl^r  and  whole  help  of  the 
bouse  for  ease  of  their  grief  in  this  case ;  was 
to  be  humble  stittors  to  her  maj.  and  neither 
tend  for  him,   nor  demand  him  of  right. — 
Daring  which  speech  the  Council  whispered 
together,  and  thereupon  the  Speaker  mo%ed, 
that  the  house  should  make  stay  of  any  fiir- 
ther  consultation  thereupon. 

Debute  on  the  Biil  for  coming  to  Church 
mnd  receiving  the.  Communion.]  April  51,  a 
Proviso  was  offered  to  be  made  to  the  bill  for 
coming  to  Church  and  receiving  the  Cooimu- 
nion.  Which  being  read  a  2d  tin^e,  djvcrs  ar- 
gumet^ts  were  used  on  it. 

Mr.  AgUoaby  argued,  that  there  should  be 
no  human  positive  law  to  infbrce  conscience, 
-which  is  apt  dlscernable  in  this  world.  To 
come  to  the  Church,  for  that  it  is  public,  and 
tendeth  ^ut  to  prove  a  man  a  christian,  is  to- 
lerable and  convenient ;  and  not  to  come  to  a 
Church  may  make  a  man  seem  irreligious,  and 
•o  i>if>  man ;  fqr  that  by  religion  only  a  man  is 
known 4ind  discerned  from  brute  beast*;;  and 
thi$  is  to  be  jud^  by  the  putward  shew, 
put  the  conscience  of  roan  is  eternal,  invisir 
We>  and  no^  in  the  power  of  the  greatest 
.monarchy  in  the  world,  in  any  limits  to  be 
straitened,  in  any  bounds  to  be  contained,  nor 
with  any  jjolicy  of  man,  if  once  deqayed,  to 
|>e  again  raised.  He  shewpd^  that  neither  Jew 
nor  Turk  do  require  more  thap  the  submission 
to  the  outward  observance,  and  if  x^onvenient 
tDencey  as  not  to  dislike  "wh^t  is  publicly  pro- 
fessed;, but  to  inforce  any*  to  do  the  act, 
which  may  tend  to  the  discovery  of  hi^  con- 
fidence, xt  is  never  found.  He  shewed  the 
difference  betwixt  coming  to  Church,  and  re- 
ceiving the  Communion ;  the  one  he  ailoyred 
to  be  incomprehensible  in  law,  the  other  he 
eould  not  allow.  And  in  answer  of  that 
which  before  had  been  said,  that  thf  oonscir 
•nee  was  not  straitened,  but  a  penalty  pf  the 
loss  of  their  goods  only  adjudged;  whereof; 
no  doubt;  the  law  of  God  and  the  law  of  nn-r 
tions  had    given  to  the  prince  an  ab^lutf 

fower ;  he  said  to  this,  out  of '  Cicero  de 
«gibus,'  that  man  out  of  his  own  patnre  is 
fo  care  for  the  safety  of  man,  as  being  reason- 
^le  creatures,  and  not  the  one  to  seek  to ! 
^rpave  t(ie  other  qf  hia  aeceswj  Hydihood^ , 


adding  out  of  the  same  book,  this  saying   of 
Tully,  *  qui  Deum  non  curat  hunc  Deus  ipse 
judicabit.'    lie  shewed  out  of  st.  Paul,  ttiM 
we  must  not  ido  ill  that  good  may  grow  tliere* 
by :  we  must  not  lake  from  him  that  is  his,  to 
the  end  thereby  to  make  him  to  do  what  t» 
not  in  his  power ;  to  be  fit  for  so  great  a  mys^ 
tery  God  above  of  his  fr^e  gift  may  make  a. 
roan.    To  come  tmworthily  the  penalty  is  ap- 
pointed,  St.  Paul  hath  proNotmced  it  to  be 
death  and  damnation,  as  guilty  of  the  hlood 
and  death  of  Christ.    Not  to  come  our  com-* 
pulsory  law  shall  now  condemn,  so  rhat  thi« 
oar  favour  herein  to  be  extended,  is  either  to 
beg,  or  be  exiled  from  our  native  country. 
lie  said,  there  was  no  example  in  the  primw 
tive  church    to  prove  a  commandment  for 
coming  to  the  Comrounion,  but  an  exhorta* 
tion ;  he  said,  st.  Ambrose  did  excommunicate 
Theodosius,  and  forbid  him  to  come  to  the 
Communion,  because  he  was  an  e^*il  ;nan. 
And   for  us  to   will  and  command  men   to 
come,    because  they  are  wicked  men,  it  is 
too  strange  an  inforcemeut,  and  without  pre- 
cedent, 

Mr.  Jf^nondeshatH  roacfe  mention  of  a  decree 
in  the  Star  Chamber,  pnade  by  9  of  the  Prrvj 
Council,  si^ed  with  their  hands,  and  the  hands 
of  the  cnier  justices,  concerning  the  receiving 
of  the  Communion  by  gentlemen  of  the  Tcmap 
pie.  This  decree,  made  by  so  |ravc  and  learn- 
ed men,  he  thought  for  himsch,  and  to  hi^  owm 
copscicnce,  iras  a  stay  what  to  judge,  and  a 
direction  or  precedent  what  to  follow:  the 
tenor  of  which  decree,  for  so  much  a«  it  did 
concern  the  refonnationofthe  houses  of  courts^ 
and  principal  places  to  be  thought  and  consi- 
derea  of,  he  wished  might  be  inserted  into  the 
law.  The  motion  was  w^U  liked,  and  he  re- 
quired to  bring  the  same  the  next  day,  which 
was  done. 

Mr.  Norton  shewed,  that  where  many  men 
be,  there  must  be  many  minds,  and  in  consuU 
tations  convenient  it  is,  to  have  contrary  opi-. 
nions,  coptrary  reasons  and  contrj^dictions ; 
thereby  the  rather  to  wrest  out  the  best :  but  • 
this  by  the  rule  of  reasoning,  and  reason  must 
be  *  sine  juDgiis:*  he  then  said,  that  not  only 
the  external  and  outward  shew  is  to  be  sought, 
but  the  very  secrets  of  the  heart  in  God^  cause^ 
who  \s  *  scrutator  cordium,*  ii\ast  come  to  a 
reckoning.  And  tli^  good  seed  so  sifted  from 
the  cockle,  that  thd  one  may  be  known  fron^ 
the  other.  A  man  baptiied  fe  not/to  be  per- 
mitted among  us  for  a  Jew.  And  here  some- 
what slipping  from  the  ipatter  in  speech,  he 
pioved,  that  all  suspected  for  papistry  might 
make  this  oath,  *  that  they  did  acknowlcdgci 
the  queen  to  be  qneen,  for  any  thing  t\^e  pope, 
in  any  respect,  might  do,  noting  some  imper- 
fection in  the  former  oath.'  To  this  end,  quoth 
he,  are  the  bulb  now  sent  to  discharge  men  of 
^heir  aW«pance,  and  to  give  free  pardon  ot 
sins ;  so  that  he^  who  thas  should  be  pardoned, 
should  ftim  henceforth  in  no  sort  cOmmunl* 
cate  with  the  profossors  of  the  gospel ;  and 
pow,  cnio&  hCji  Ute  very  touchitbn^  of  t?n^ 
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who  be  thoisc  rebellious  calves,  whom  the  Bull 
}iath  Jbegotteii,  must  be  tlie  receiving  of  tlie 
Communion ;  which  whoso  shall  rel^use,  we 
may  justly  sajr,  he  savoureth,  &c.  And  men 
are  nut  otiicrwise  to  be  known  but  by  the  ex- 
ternal sign.  To  answer  and  satisfy  the  dilemtna 
,  ohjccted  before  in  the  first  day,  made  cbilcem- 
Ing  the  disorders  of  certain  mmisters,  in  saying 
of  the  service  contrary  to  the  instruction  of  ihe 
Look ;  he  wished  thiii  proviso  might  be  added, 
tliat  mistaking  of  chapters,  misreading,  &c< 
sliould  be  recovered  as  no  offence,  so  that  there 
be  no  mass-song^  or  popish  service  used  in 
Latin,  &cCi — And  thus  the  bill  rested  to  be  fur* 
thcr  considered  of« 

The  Queen  checki  the  Members/or  debating 
on  Po'mtt  of' Frerogaiivey  4 cjJ   This  is  the  sub^ 
tonce  of  ull  the  Debatos  which  the  Journalist 
has  given  us  in  thb  session  of  parL    But,  it  is 
io  be  observed,  that  those  Debates,  especially 
on  Church  Affairs,  were  managed  with  caution, 
for  the  queen  always  shewed  a  diblikc  that  the 
Commons  should  meddle  in  ^clesiastical  mat- 
ters.   Nor  were  they  without  some  checks  from 
court,  on  the  Freedom  of  Speech  in  other 
things,  where  it  bore  too  hard  on  tlie  Preroga- 
tive.    Mr.  Strickland,  w6  s(re  told,  ui  one  of 
his  speeches,  earnestly  pressing  the  Refurma* 
tion  of  tiic  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  was,  the 
liext  day,  called  before   the  quecn*s  council, 
and  commanded  by  them  to  forbear  going  to 
the  housi;  till  Uieir  pleasure  was  furtlier known. 
This  occasioned  great  clamour  within  doors ; 
and  divers  speeches  and  motions  were  made, 
relating  to  Breach  of  Privilege,  by  restrniut  of 
one  of  their  members  from  attending;  although 
he  was  neither  imprisoned  nor  confined.     But, 
^he  Speaker  got  up,  aud  desired  the  house  to 
forbear  any  further  debate  on  tlmt  matter; 
aind,  the  next  day,  mr.  Strickland  came  agaui 
to  tlie  house  by  the  comicirs  allowance,  to  the  no 
small  joy  of  his  brethren.  Ou  another  day  also 
this  session,  tlic  Speaker  informed  the  house, 
thi^t  he  had  received  a  command  from  her 
fhaj.  to  caution  the  members  to  spend  less  time 
it]  motions,  and  to  avoid  long  Speeches.    The 
Journalist  tells  us,  that  tliis  message  was  occa- 
sioued  by  one  mr.  Bell,  speaking  against  Mo- 
nopolies or  granting  of  Licences,  which,  he 
thought,  was  contrary  to  certain  statutes,  and, 
as  was  said,  seemed  to  spcuk  against  tlie  Pre- 
rogative.   Though,  adds  the  Journalist,  what 
he  did  say  was  so  much  to  order,  that  those 
who  were  touched  might  be  angry,  but  they 
could  not  blam6  him  for  it. 

Proceedings  in  a  Ca$e  of  Bribery.]  The 
next  thing  we  think  proper  to  mention,  in  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  Commons,  this  Session,  is 
a  case  of  Bribery.  It  appears  from  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  10th  of  May,  that  **  one  Thos.  Long, 
gent,  was  returned  for  the  borough  of  West- 
bury,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  for  tin's  present 
parL  who  beiiig  found  out  to  be  a  very  simple 
man,  and  not  fit  to  serve  in  tliat  place,  was 
questioned  luXw  he  came  to  be  elected.  The 
^oor  taan  ifnmediatcly  confessed  to  the  house^ 
tha(  he  gave  to  Aathoi^  Garlaud;  mayuc  of  tlie 


said  town  of  Westbury,  and  one  Watts,  of  thm 
same,  4l.  for  his  place  in  pari.  Upon  which^ 
an  order  was  made  that  the  said  Garland  and 
Watts  should  repay  unto  the  said  Thos.  Lon^ 
tlie,  4 1.  they  had  of  him.  Also,  that  a  fine  of 
2(^1.  be  assessed,  for  the  (queen's  use,  on  tlia 
said  corporation  and  inhabitants  of  Westburv^ 
for  their  scandabus  attempt.  That  the  said 
Thomas  Long  should  be  discharged  from  ail 
bonds,  given  to  the  said  corporation,  for  exe- 
cuting his  place  in  pari.  And,  lastly,  tlu^t  th* 
mayor  and  Watts  should  be  sent  for  by  a  pui^ 
suivant,  to  answer  such  things  as  should  hm 
obie^ed  against  them  by  the  house.'* — W^c^ 
however,  hear  no  more  ot  this  matter. 

May  ^dth,  upon  speeches  uttered  in  th« 
house,  *  that  some  of  tlie  members  of  it  had 
taken  Money  for  their  Voices,'  a  Committee 
was  appointed  of  all  the  Privy  Council  of  thac 
house,  with  others,  to  meet  that  afternoon,  ia 
the  Star  Chamber,  to  examine  what  persons^ 
being  members  of  that  liouse,  had  taken  any 
fees  or  rewards  for  their  Voices,  in  tlie  further- 
ance or  hinderancc  of  any  bills  ofiered  in  th* 
house.  Who,  the  next  Jay,  reported,  ^'that 
they  could  not  learn  of  any  member  that  ha^ 
sold  his  voice  in  the  house,  or  any  wav  deak 
unlawfully,  or  indirectly,  in  that  behalf/  'There- 
upon, mr.  Norton  declaring,  that  he  heard 
some  had  him  in  suspicion  that  way,  justified 
himself;  aud  was,  upon  the  question,  cleared, 
and  his  lioncst  and  just  dealing,  and  great  paius^ 
taking,  declared  and  affirmed  by  tlie  votes  ot* 
the  wliole  house. 

The  Isord  Keeper's  Speech  at  the  Close  ofth€ 
Session.']  May  29th,  a  bill  for  a  general  Par- 
don was  read  thrice,  in  the  Lords,  and  con- 
cluded. And  in  the  afternoon  of  the  stinie 
day  tiie  Qucen  came  to  tlie  House  of  Lords^ 
and  being  seated  on  the  throne,  the  Speaker  of 
the  Commons  came  up  with  the  bills,  and 
made  a  speech  on  tlic  occasion ;  the  parti* 
culars  of  ivhich  are  not  given,  but  the  Journal- 
ist hath  preserved  the  Lord  Keeper,  sir  Nich. 
Bacon's  Answer  to  it,  which  is  as  follows : — 

"  Mr.  Speaker ;  The  Queen's  Majesty  hath 
heard,  aad  doth  very  well  understand,  how 
discreetly  and  wisely  you  have  declared  the 
Proceedings  of  tliis  Session  in  the  Nether 
House  ;.,ftir  Answer  whereof,  and  for  the  better 
signification  of  what  her  maj.'^s  opinion  is,  both 
of  parhameut  men  and  parliament  matters, 
this  is  to  let  you  understand,  her  maj.  hath 
commanded  me  to  say  unto  you,  that  like  as 
the  greatest  number  of  them  of  tlie  Lower 
House,  have  in  the  proceedings  of  this  session 
sliewed  themselves  modest,  discreet,  and  duti- 
ful, as  becomes  good  aad  loviug  subjects,  and 
meet  for  the  places  that  they  be  called  unto  :  so 
there  be  certam  of  them,  although  not  many  in 
number,  who  fn  the  proceeding  of  this  session, 
have  shewed  themselves  audacious,  arrogaut, 
and  presumptuous,  calling  her  maj.'s  grants 
and  prerogatives  a]so  in  question,  contrary  t(» 
their  duty  and  place  that  they  be  called  unto 
and  contrary  to  the  express  admonition  piven, 
iu  hgr  maj/s  name;  lu  the  beginning  oi'  x\xi^ 
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farl.;  wliich  it  might  very  well  bare  became 
thetn  to  h^ve  had  more  reeard  unto.    But  her 
maj.  saith^  that  seeing  they  will  thus  wflfiilly 
forget  themselves,  they  a^  otherwise  to  be  re- 
membered ;  and  like  as  her  maj.  allows  and 
much  commends  the  former  sort,  for  the  rc- 
•pects  aforesaid ;  so  doth  her  highness  at^rl^ 
disallow,  and  condemn  the  2nd  s^rt,  for  their 
audacious,  arrogant,  and  presumptuous  folly, 
thus  by  superfluous  speech  spending  much  time 
in  meddling  with  matters  neither  pertaining  to 
diero,  nor  within  the  capacity  of  their  under- 
itanding.  And  thus  much  concerning  the  pari. 
of  the  Lower  House. — And  as  to  the  I/>rds 
here  of  the  upper  house,  her  maj.  hath  com- 
manded me  to  let  you  know,  that  her  highness 
Caketh  their  diligence,  discretion,  and  orderly 
proceedings,  to  be  such,  as  redoundeth  mucn 
to  their  honour  and  commendations,  and  much 
to  her  romfort  and  consolation^    And  here  a:n 
end  touchine   parliament  men. — ^Now  as  to 
Parliament  Matters,  her  maj.  hath  commanded 
mc  to  open  and  declare  untayou,  her  opinion 
conceived  therein,  touching  two  things;  the 
one  is  concerning  the  Subsidy  and  Benevo- 
lence, the  other  is  concerning  the  ExcTcution 
of  the  Laws.    As  to  the  former,  which  con* 
cemeth  tlie  Subsidy  and  Benevolence,  her 
pleasure  is  that  I  shall  say^  unto  you,  that  in 
your  dealing  in  that  matter  she  hath  noted  3 
things  principally,  every  of  them  tending  much 
to  the  setting  forth  of  your  Benevolences  and 
good  wills ;  tlie  1st  is,  who  it  was  that  granted; 
Uie  2nd  is,  the  manner  of  th^  granting ;  die 
Srd  what  it  was  that  was  granted.    As  to  the 
1st,  her  maj.  forgetteth  not,  that  it  is  a  grant 
made  proceeding  from  the  earnest  affections, 
and  hearty  good  wilb,  of  her  good,  dutiful,  and 
obedient  subjects,  for  the  greatest  part :  and 
therefore  hath  commanded  me  to  say  unto 
yon,  that  she  maketh  a  greater  accompt  of  the 
great  good  wills  and  benevolent  minds  of  her 

food  and  loving  subjects,  than  she  doth  of  ten 
ubsidie^;  which,  as  it  ought  to  bring  and 
breed  in  us  great  comfort  and  deliffht,  so  in 
reason  it  oiight  to  move  us  (as  I  doubt  not  but 
it  doth)  to  be  and  continue  such  as  be  worthy 
such  an  estimation  and  account.  Again,  her 
maj.  forgetteth  not,  that  besides  this  is  not  a 
grant  by  good  and  loving  subjects,  chat  never 
made  like  grant  heretofore,  but  by  such  as 
have  cc^itributed  from  time  to  time,  as  the  ne- 
cessary charges  of  the  realm,  and  their  own 
sureties  have  required ;  which  doth  much  com- 
mend and  set  forth  this  Benevolence  of  ydurs. 
And  thus  much  concerning  the  persons  that 
have  granted. — And  as  to  the  2nd,  which  is 
the  Afanner  of  granting,  her  highness  knoweth 
very  well,  that  before  her  time  these  manner 
of  grants  have  sundry  times  past,  not  without 
difficulties,  with  long  persuasions,  and  some- 
times not  without  sharp  speeches,  but  this  con- 
trariwise without  any  such  speeches  or  other 
difficulty,  hath  been  freely  and  frankly  offered 
and  presented;  and  like  as  tlie  former  did 
much  extenuate  their  Benevolence,  so  is  tliis 
ofyoun  greatly  extended.    It  is  written  and 


very  truly,  concerning  Benevolences,  '  Qui  diit 
distultt  diu  noluit,^  and  therefore  justiy  coin 
eluded,  *  Bis  dat  qui  ctto  dat  ;^  which  sayings 
she  cannot  but  appl^r  to  yon,  m  the  proceedings 
of  your  grant.    Again,  unhrersality  in  consent 
doth  greatly  commend  also  your  deabncs  in  thb 
matter ;  for  a  more  nniverKil  consent  Uian  was 
in  th»,  will  hardly  be  had  in  art  v ;  and  there- 
fore much  the  more  commendable.    And  thoa 
much  touching  die  manner  of  the  gfl. — ^And  to 
the  Srd,  whidi  concemeth  die  Thing  civen, 
her  maj.  saith,  diat  she  thinketh  it  to  be  as 
great  as  any  heretofore  hath  been  granted,  and 
therefore  vou  are  to  receive  condign  thanks  for 
it.    And  hath  further  willed  me  to  say,  that  if 
the  service  of  the  realm  and  your  sureties  would 
so  permit  and  suffer,  her  miy.  would  as  gladly, 
as  readily,  and  as  frankly  remit  this  grant, 
as  you  have  freely  and  liberally  granted  it. 
Thus  I  have  remembered  unto  you  the  three 
princely  observadons,  that  her  mij.  hath  con- 
ceived of  this  Benevolence  of  yours,  much  to 
your  comfort,  and  gready  to  her  miy.'s  honour; 
to  your  commeiidadon  for  grandng,  and  to  her 
highness  fbr  this  honourable  accepting ;  for  her 
maj.  shall  by  this  erant  receive  no  commodity 
or  benefit,  but  rather  a  continual  care  in  di^ 
pending  and  employing  of  it,  about  the  neces- 
sary affiiirs  and  service  of  the  realm,  and  your 
suredes;  and  yet  it  is  a  goeat  comfort  to  her 
maj.  to  .see  yon  thus  frankly  and  freely  join 
with  herself,  the  realm,  and  you.— Now  to  the 
2nd  and  last  part,  which  concemeth  the  Exe> 
cudon  of  the  Lavrs,  which  I  mean  to  divide 
into  2  parts ;  the  1st  is  the  Execution  of  your 
Grant,  the  2nd  is  the  Execudon  of  Laws,  now 
made  by  you,  and  of  the  rest  ,made  before  of 
others.    As  to  the  former,  I  am  to  remember 
you,  that  like  as  it  hath  pleased  the  queen's 
maj.  thus  princely,  honourably,  aud  thank- 
'fuliy,  to  think  of  and  accept  this  free  and  li- 
beral grant  of  yours ;  so  certainly,  if  the  like 
diligence  and  endeavour  be  not  used,  by  such 
of  you  as  choice  shall  be  made  of  by  her  m%j. 
fbr  the  due  ^putting  in  execudon  of  this  grant, 
then  surely  those  that  shall  be  thus  remiss,  or 
negligent,  as  by  that  means  her  mij.  and  the 
realm  shall  be  defrauded  of  any  part  of  that 
which  hath  been  thus  freely  granted,  dial! 
thereby  minister  just  occasion  to  her  high- 
ness to  have  their  fidelity  and  truth  towards 
her  maj.  much  to  be  suspected  and  charged  ; 
which  would  touch  them  vejy  near.  Neither  is 
it  an  offence  diat  would  be  pretermitted,  but 
severely  punished.    Why,  if  the  case  were  be- 
tween common  persons,  can  there  be  a  greater 
untruth  and  untliankfulness,  than  for  a  man  to 
make  a  grant  in  appearance  willingly  and  readi- 
ly, and  wen  to  seek  wilily  and  craflily  to  defraud 
the  same  grant  ?  This  amongst  honest  persons 
it  utterly  detested,  and  if  so,  how  then  might  it 
be  diousht  of  between  the  prince  and  his  sub- 
jects, where  for  divers  respects  this  bond  b 
thrice  as  great ;  for  as  thfe  subject,  by  the  duty 
of  his  allegiance,  is  to  serve  the  prince  truly, 
even  so  is  he  by  his  oadi,  and  so  is  he  by  the 
great  Uust,  that  by  the  princes  chince  is  toift* 
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iidtbtd  unto  him,  as  a  comlnisaioner  in  this 
matter,  above  otberst  Plainly  to  spetk,  it 
m^y  be  affirmed,  and  that  justly,  that  such  as 
be  in  commission  for  the  execution  of  this 
grant,  and  shall  deal  partially,  .either  ibr  fkr 
Tour  or  for  fear,  o^  for  lore  to  themselves  Or 
their  friends,  or  negiigentlv  or  remi^y,  of  pur- 
pose whereby  her  maj.  shall  not  be  answered 
of  what  is  due  unto  her;  such,  I  say,  may  just- 
ly be  charged  as  men  forgetting  their  duty  to- 
wards God^  and  their  Sovereign^  and  to  their 
country.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  numbm 
respect  only  their  private  profit,  and  not  the 
universal  profit  of  the  realm,  which  is  their 
surety  and  defence ;  they  respect  themselves 
as  pnvate  persons,  and  not  as  members  of  the. 
umrersal  body ;  but  their  imperfection  would 
be  supplied  by  the  wisdom  and  persuasion  of 
such,  as  the  queen's  maj.  shall  conmiit  trust 
unto  by  her  commission,  to  see  thb  subsidy 
well  and  truly  levied. — And  thus  much  for  the 
Execution  of  the  Grant.  Now  to  the  Execu- 
tion of  Laws,  made  by  you,  and  the  rest  made 
heretofore  by  others.  I  am  to  remember  you, 
that  all  these  labours,  travels,  and  pains,  taken 
about  the  Uws  now  made,  and  before  time 
taken  about  the  rest  heretofore  made,  and  ail 
the  charge  sustained  by  the  reahn  about  the 
making  of  them,  is  all  m  vain,  and  labour  lost, 
without  the  doe  execution  of  them.  For,  as  it 
hath  been  said,  a  law  without  execution  is  but 
a  body  without  life,  a  cause  without  an  efiect,  a 
countenance  of  a  thing,  aud  indeed  nothing ; 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  are  as  much  towards  the 
governance  of  the  commonwealth,  as  the  rud- 
der or  hefln  of  a  ship  serveth  to  the  govern- 
ance of  it  without  a  governor,  and  as  rods 
serve  for  correction  wiuiout  bands.  Were,  it 
not  mecr  madness  for  a  man  to  provide  fair 
torches  to  guide  his  ^ing  by  night,  and  when 
he  should  use  them  m  the  dark  to  carry  them 
unligbt  ?  Or  for  one  to  provide  fair  and  hand- 
some toob  to  prune  or  reform  his  orchard  or 
garden,  and  to  lay  them  up  without  use  ?  Arid 
what  tning  else  is  it  to  make  whobome  and 
provident  laws  in  fair  books,  and  to  lay  them 
up  safe,  without  seeing  them  executed  ?  Surely 
in  reason  there  is  ho  ditTcrence  between  the 
examples,  saving  that  the  making  of  laws, 
without  execution,  is  in  much  worse  case,  than 
those  vain  provisions  before  remembered ;  for 
those,  albeit  they  do  no  good,  yet  they  do  no 
hurt;  buf  the  making  of  laws  without  execu- 
tion, does  very  much  harm ;  for  that  breeds 
and  brings  forth  contempt  of  laws,  and  law- 
makers, and  of  all  magistrates ;  which  is  the 
very  fouiidatioo  of  all  misgovernance,  and 
therefore  must  needs  be  great  and  henious  in 
those  that  arc  the  causers  of  this ;  indeed  they 
are  the  very  occasions  of  all  injnrics  and  injus- 
tice, and  of  all  disorders  and  unquietness  in 
the  Gommbhwealth.  For  certain  and  evident 
it  is,  thai  the  queen's  maj.  that  is  head  of  the 
l|tw,  doth  all  meet  for  her  maj.  to  do,'  for  the 
doc  execution  qf  them.  Hrst,  she  ^veth  her 
royal  assent  t6  the  making  of  them;  the  most 
n&terial  of  tfiem  she  commax^d«th  to  be  pro- 
VoL.  X, 
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daimed  and  published ;  imd  yet  ceaseth  not 
there,  but  she  granteth  out  her  commission 
into  every  of  her  shires,  to  men  which  are  or 
should  be  of  greatest^consideration  within  the  ' 
limits  of  their  charge,  which  for  the  better  exe- 
cuting of  them  are  sworn  to  see  the  execution 
of  her  laws  to  them  committed,  within  the  li- 
mits of  their  commissions ;  and  yet  besides  all 
this,  by  her  maj.*s  commandment,  a  number  of 
these  justices  are  yearly  once  at  the  least 
called  into  her  highness's  Star  Chamber,  and 
there  in  her  maj. 's  name,  exhorted,  admonish* 
•ed,  and  commanded,  to  seie  the  due  execution 
of  their  charges. — And  thus  you  see  her  miu, 
enacteth,  proclaimeth,  exorteth,  admonisbetn^ 
and  command eth  from  time  to  time;  yea, 
what  can  be  devised  meet  for  her  maj.  to  do, 
for  help  of  this,  that  is  ieh  undone  ?  Surely 
nothing,  to  her  mi^.'s  honour  and  renown. 
Whereupon  ir  followeth,  necessarily  and  con- 
sequently, that  the  whole  burthen  of  the  oi^ 
fence  and  enormity  must  light  upon  us,  that 
are  put  in  trust  by  her  maj.  to  see  those  laws 
executed ;  and  certainly  this  offence  groweth 
great  or  Uttle,  as  the  trust  committed  for  tho 
execution  of  laws,  is  great  or  little ;  and  there- 
fore it  standeth  us  greatly  upon,  to  use  our 
whole  cares  and  endeavours,  for  the  help  of 
this  hereafter.  Were  it  possible,  trow  you, 
that  if  justices  being  dispersed  through  the 
whole  realm,  as  theV  be,  did  carcfolly  and  di- 
ligently endeavour  themselves,  according  to  the 
trust  committed  unto  them  by  their  sovereign, 
duly  and  truly  to  execute  their  charee,  as  they 
be  bound  by  their  oath  to  God,  and  by  their 
allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  and  by  duty  to 
their  natural  country,  and,  rightly  considered, 
by  the  love  they  should  bear  to  themselves 
and  their  posterity;  (for  if  their  country  dO' 
not  welli  they  shall  fare  but  illsavouredly)  were 
it  possibl^  I  say,  if  .this  were  so  done,  that 
laws  should  be  thus  remissly  and  negligently 
executed?  No,  doubtless.  Is  it  not,  trow 
you,  a  monstrous  disguising,  to  have  a  justice 
a  maintainer;  to  have  him  that  should  by  his 
oath  and  duty  set  forth  justice  and  right, 
against  his'  oath  offer  injury  and  wrong;  to 
have  him  that  is  specially  cnosen  amongst  a 
number  by  a  prince  to  appease  all  brawlings 
and  controversies,  to  be  a  sower  and  main- 
tainer of  strife  and  sedition,  b^  swaying  and 
leading  of  Juries  accordbg  to  his  will;  acouit- 
ting  some  for  gain,  indicting  others  for  malice, 
bearing  with  tliem  as  his  servant  or  friend, 
overthrowing  others  as  his  enemy;  procuring 
the  questmonger  to  be  of  his  livery,  or  other- 
wise in  his  danger;  that  his  winks,  frownings, 
and  countenances  may  direct  all  inquests? 
Surely^  surely,  these  be  they  that  be  sub\x»rters 
of  all  good  laws  and  orders;  yea,  that  make 
daily  die  laws,  which  of  their  nature  be  good, 
to  become  instruments  of  all  imuries  and  mi»^ 
chiefs ; .  these  be  they  indeed  of  whom  such  ex- 
amples would  be  made,  as  of  the  founders  and 
maintainors  of  all  enormities;  and  these  hja 
those  whoui,  if  you  cannot  reform  for  their 
gteatncss,  you  ought  to  complain  of  them; 
3D 
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Mid  l^e  «LS  this  »  not  said  of  those  that 
be  good,  so  is  this  aiid  much  more  to  be  ha  id 
«ud  done  against  those  that  be  evil. — but 
here  it  may  be  aM,  the  mischief  8ppea»; 
■what  is  the  remedy?  To  make  all  laws  pre- 
sently executed :  I  can  hardly  hope  to  make 
tbeni  in  better  cose  than  now  they  be ;  and 
although  I  bad  »uch  hopes,  I  could  find  no 
more,  nelps  but  these.  The  1st  is,  'hnving 
great  care  in  the  choice  of  the  officers :  tJie 
2nd,  by  sharp  corrections  imposed  upon  such 
offenders.  There  should  be  throughout  tl»e 
realm  a  triennial  or  biennial  visitation  in  this 
nature,  made  of  all  temporal  oihcers  and  mi^ 
nisters,  that  by  virtue  of  their  office  have  in 
tharge  to  -  see  execution  of  laws.  ■  By  this 
1  mean,  tlmt  the  queen *s  maj.  should  make 
choice,  every  2nd  or  3rd  year,  of  certain  ex- 
pert and  approved  persons,  to  whom  commis- 
sion should  be  granted,  to  try  out  and  exa- 
mine, by  all  f,ood  means  and  ways,  the  of- 
fences of  all  such  as  have  not  seen  to  the  due 
execution  of  pie  laws,  and  according  to  tlie 
oflences  bO  found  and  certified,  to  be  sharply 
punished  without  omission  or  redemption. — 
Of  efiect  like  unto  this,  and  to  the  like  end, 
was  the  visitation  of  the  church  first  devised, 
whereof  caine  in  the  beginning'  grtat  good 
cfoubtless;  and  reason  I  see  none,  but  thnt 
a  liko  good  ought  to  follow  upon  a- like  visita- 
tion made  among.st  temporal  officers.  Now 
to  find  out  the  faults  seemeth  not  hard,  for 
amongst  many  otlier  ways,  there  is  one  plain, 
evident,  and  easy ;  and  that  is  where  offences 
do  abound  in  any  country,  contrary  to  the 
l^ws,  which  the  justices  should  so  reform,  and 
there  be  nothing  done  by  them  for  the  refor- 
mation of  those  offences ;  I  do  not  see  but 
this  makc^  a  full  charee  of  their  uncarcfulness 
l^ld  negligence,  whereby  they  are  well  worthy, 
upon  certificate  made,  as  is  aforesaid,  to  be 
removed  of  all  governance,  to  their  perpetual 
ignominy,  and  to  tl»e  commendation  of  all 
tjlose  that  remain  as  good  officers;  And  be- 
sides, to  set  forth  other  pains  upon  them,  as 
by  law  may  be  justified;  if  this  were  once  or 
twice  done,  I  doubt  not  but  the  eximiples  fol- 
lo^vjng  ot  the  doing  of  it  would  cause  greater 
diligence  to  be  used  in  the  execution  of  laws, 
U»an  now  thee  is^  And  the  better  to  undrr- 
smnd  which  be  those  justices  that  do  offend, 
ijhy  might  thcie  not  be  order  taken,  tltat  the 
naifie  of  every  justice  that  hath  not  prosecuted 
any  offender  for  nny  offence  committed  con- 
trary' to  any  law,  which  by  the  commission 
that  he  is  in,  he  is  authorised  to  sec  punished, 
might  be  entered  into  some  rolls;  and  also 
kow  oftch,,and  how  many  of  those  kind  of 
offeuc*s  he  hnth  also  prosecuted  lor  a  dccla- 
mipo  of  his  diligence,  whereby  it  might  ap- 
pear when  such  visitation  should  come,  who- 
bath  been  careful,  and  who  hath  feeetf  negli- 
gent, to  ihe  end  that  the  slothful  drowvy 
drones  might  be  s^iered  from  tlw  diligent  and 
carelnl  bees.  And  like 'as  I  could  wish  this  to 
W  done  concerning  officers  of  mean  degree^  so 
4q  4  d«9ir€  thst  the  smav  couiic  zxi^ht  b&  ta-^ 


ken  with  the  great  and  greatest,  for  so'ii 
should  be  equable.  But  if  there  be  nothing 
done  therein,  but  things  left  as  they  havo 
been,  thf  n  must  you  look  to  hay  your  law« 
executed  as  they  We  been,  if  not  worae ;  for 
words  will  not  retbrm  these  matters,  as  I  ha\'« 
seen  by  proof:  And  this  is  the  sum  of  what  I 
have  to  say  at  this  time,  coneemiRg  the  exe- 
cution of  laws." — ^This  speech  being  ended, 
and"  the  royal  assent  given  to  the  bills,  the 
Lord  Keeper,  by  her  maj.^s  eommand,  dis* 
solved  the  parliaments  ^  • 

Matters  began  now  to  be  very  critical  with 
the  Queen  of  Scots,  who  had  been  a  prisoner 
in  England  ever  since  she  fled  here  fbrprotec-' 
tion  irom  her  rebellious  subjects,  who  had 
now  actuidly  deposed  her,  a*id  set  her  youn^ 
son  James  on  the  tlwrone.  Being  weary  of  re- 
straint, the  unhappy  queen  had  used  many 
endeavours  to  escape,  which  were  then  called 
conspiracies  against  the  English  govt-  In  on« 
of  which  she  had  drawn  in  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk to  Assist  her;  and,  by  a  formal  contract  o# 
marriage  between  them,  the  duke  fell  into  a 
snare  which  effectually  ruined  him.  He  wa» 
arraigned  for  this  and  some  more  crimes  laid 
to  his  charge,  was  tried  by  his  peers,  and  una- 
nimously found  guilty  of  high  treason.  But 
whilht  tins  noble  duke  lay  under  sentence  of 
death,  another  conspiracy  was  formed  to  re- 
lease him;  which  being  found  out,  and  the. 
Jictors  in  it  executed,  it  was  thought  necessarj 
to  call  a  new  pari,  tlie  next  year  after  the  dib- 
solution  of  the  last,  to  frame  such  laws  as  might 
establish  the  queen  and  the  present  govt*  oa 
the  most  lasting  foundation^  "* 

A  new  Pari,  called,]  Accordingly  a  pari,  was 
summoned  by  wTits,  dated  at  Greenwich,  to  meet 
at  Westminster,  May  8, 1S72. — ^The  queen  had 
also  summoned  four  new  barons  to  this  pari, 
the  writs  for  calling  them  being  entered  in  the 
Lords'  Journals;  and,  on  the  first  day  of  th» 
.meeting,  they  were  introduced  accordingly-' 
Their  namea  were,  John  lord  Pawlet,  of  Ba- 
«ng,  son  to  the  marq.  of  Winchester;  Henrj 
lord  Compton ;  Henry  lord  Cheney,  and  Hen- 
ry lord  Norris.  There  is  nothing  else  entered 
in  the  Journals  of  either  house,  to  be  done  o» 
this  day;  but  sir  S.  D'Ewcs  has  supplied  thiu 
defect  from  a  M.S.  of  his  own,  which  gives  us 
the  Lord  Keeper's  speech  at  the  opening  of 
the  pari,  in  these  words: 

2  he  Lord  Keeper^s  Speech  at  opening  the 
Pari]  "  The  queen's  maj.  our  most  dread 
and  gracious  sovereign  lady,  hath  given  me 
commandment  to  declare  unto  you  tlie  causes 
of  the  summons  of  this  assembly  for  a  pari,  to 
be  holden  here  at  this  time;  wierein  albeit  I 
mean  ta  employ  my  whole  endeavour  to  the 
tcttermost  of  my  power  and  understanding: 
yet  I  must  needs  Confess,  that  neither  sbSl 
you  have  it  done  as  the  roaj,  of  this  presence, 
neither  as  the  gravity  of  the  cause  requireth  it 
to  be  done.  And  yet  the  often  experience 
that  I  hare,  divers  and  sundry  times,  had  of 
the  queen's  msy.'s  jp-eat  benignity  and  gcntle- 
ucssjin  beuix)^  with  and  wcU  accepting  the 
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4k>ing8  of  those  that  to  her  sen-ice  put  their 
good  wilk  and  diligences;  and,  besides  ali,  the 
proof  of  your  patience  in  the  hke  matter  hath 
so  much  encouraged  me,  that  (as  I  trust)  it 
«haii  be  done,  altliough  not  cunningly  nor  elo- 
quently, yet  plainly  and  truly,  so  as 'it  may  be 
well  understood  and  easily  borne  away,  and 
therewith  also  as  briefly  us  the  greatness  of 
6uch  a  matter  will  sufibr,    IVue  it  is,  the  origi- 
nal and  principal  cause  is,  that  things  tiiere 
propounded  may  be  orderly  and  diligently  dc- 
Dated,  deeply  considered,  and  thereupon  wise- 
ly concluded.     And  to  the  end  also,  that  those 
c^onclusions  so  made,  the  rather  for  such  an 
universal  consent  asjn   pari,    is    used,    re- 
main firm  and  stable.     Now  the  matters  that 
are  in  this  parL  to  be  proved,  do  consist  nlto- 
cetber  of  2  parts.    ITic  former  is  in  matters  of 
Religion,  for  the  better  maintenance  of  God*s 
honour  and  glory.    The  and  hi   iiuittcrs   of 
Policy,  for  the  more  perfect  upholding  and 
establiiiliing  of  the  quccn*8  maj.'s  royal  estate, 
und  the  preservation  of  the  commonweal  com- 
mitted to  her  chaise.    The  causes  of  Religion 
are  again  to  be  divided  into  two,  tliat  is,  into 
piatter  concorning  the  good  govt,  of  the  sub- 
jects at  home,  and  into  causes  of  defence 
•gainst  the  enemy  abroad.     And  thus  by  this 
process  you  see  you  are,  as  indeed  you  ought: 
1st.  to  cpnsider  in  this  your  assembly,  of  God's 
cause,  which  faithfully,  sincerely,  anil  diligent- 
ly done,  like  as  it  cminot  but  bring  success  to 
all    the  rest,  so  likewise  lukewarm,  deceit- 
ful, and   double-dealing  therein   cannot  but 
breed,  nourish,  and  bring  forth  factions,  divi^ 
sionsyjeditions,  &c,  to  the  great  peril  and  dann 
ger  oPall  the  rest.    And  the  greater  that  the 
personages  be  in  autliority  and  dignity  that 
thus  deal,  tlie  greater  of  necessity  must  be  the 
danger  of  the  commonweal.    And  because 
God's  law  and  doetrine,  being  the  first  law 
and  branch,  must  light  upon  ourselves  that 
ought  to  take  the  benefit  of  it,  as   first  and 
chiefly  upon  ministers  of  ^  this  doctiine,  either 
for  not  preaching  und  teaching  by  word  and 
example  of  life  so  purely  and  reverently  as 
they  might,  or  else  not  so  diligently  as  they 
were   bound.    And,  Sndiy,  upon  us  for  not 
hearing  it  so  desirously,  or  else  hearing  it  and 
forgetting  it,  or  not  following  it  so  effecuaUy 
as  we  should. — Srdly,  for  that  many  of  us  of 
the  laity  do  not  yield  and  give  that  estimation, 
countenance,  and  credit  to  the  ministers  of  his 
doctrine  which  of  right  they  ought  to  have, 
and  that  nuiny  greatly  hurt  the  setting  forth 
of  it:    for  this  one  thing    may   be  liolden 
firm .  by  the  rules  of  ^ood  government ;    that 
all  officers,  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  that 
have  governance,  during  t^e  time  of  their 
offices,  ought  to  be  preserved  iu  credit  and 
estimaticAi.    For  how  can  auy  thing  be  well 
set  forth  by  them  that  want  credit?  Mar- 
ry, for  my  part,  let  the   time    of  their  of- 
fices last  as  their  doings  do  deserve.— 4th.  Be- 
cause the  want  of  t^  number  of  ministers 
that  oi^t  to  be  and  be  not,  and  for  tlic  in- 
%iftciign^jf  of  tltftfe  that  be  (pr  fivers  respects. 


But  therein  the  queen's  highness  doubteth  no- 
thing, but  all  that  which  the  difHculty  of  time, 
in  so  great, a  scarcity  of  men  meet  lu  be  lui* 
nisters,  will  sufter  to  be  done,  shall  by  my 
lords  tho  hps.  bo  done  in  this  bchdf,  and  that 
as  speedily,  diligently  and  carefully  as  can  be. 
And  if  any  person  admitted,  or  to  be  admitted 
to  this  ministry,  siiall  hercatter,  either  of  ur- 
rogancy  or  ignorance,  shew  any  stninge  doc- 
trine, contrary  or  varying  from  that  wIjIcIi  by 
common  consent  -of  the  realm  is  publiblu'ii,  to 
the  breach  of  unity,  tliat  he  by  tiio^^c  lo  utiom 
it   appertaineth,  sharply^ and  speedily   be  re- 
foniied,  ail  favour  and  fear  set  apart.     Thus 
much  for  Doctrine.     You  are  most  onrnesiiy 
also  to  think  and  consider  of  the  Dbciphne  of 
rhc  Church,  as  one  of  the  sti-ong  piilnrs  o{' 
Ilcligion,  wnich  doubtless  at  this  time  h»ih  two 
great  lacks,    The  1st,  the  imperfection  of  laws 
for  the  countenance*  of  it,  which  hath  i^i  own 
eitlier  by  reason  that  sundry  of  the  ordinauc^ 
made  tor  that  purpose,  he  disused  or  other* 
wise  have  not  their  force ;  or  chc  for  that  mo^t 
of  the  laws  tliat  remain  be  such  as  for  their 
softness  few  men  make  account  of.    I'he  9d 
imperfection  is  the  slothtbhiess,  corruption  and 
fearfidness  of  the  ecclesiastical  ministers  nad 
officers  in  the  due  execution  of  those  laws  that 
be  good  and  yet  coUi-inue.     'J'rue  and  too  true 
it  is,  that  hereby  at  this   present  two  er(»at 
enormities  daily  grow:  the    1st   that  nicu  <it* 
wealth  and  power,  given  to  be  evil,  may  ia 
their  countries  live  in  what  dissolute  and  licen- 
tious life  they  listj  and  both  temporally  and 
spiritualty  offend  daily  in  all   the  branchrs  of 
Simony,  the  very  canker  of  the  chuirh,  with^ 
out  feeling  of  this  discipline.     The  *iil,   tbut 
many  of  the  latidable  rites  and  ceremonies  of 
the  Church,  or  pertaining  to  the  iniLJctei-s  of 
the  same  agreed  upon  by  common  consent, 
the  very  ornamenti  of  our  religion,  are  xavy 
ill  kept  or  at  least  have  lost  a  great  part  of 
their  estimation.     And  here  (throuj^h  the  »riaiiy 
faidcs  for  want  of  disci{>line)  to  reniem  :er  you 
of  one  particular  matter  of  great  inomenD. 
How  Cometh  it  to  pass  that  the  common  peo- 
ple in  the  country  univcrsaHy  come  so  bcidom 
to  4M>mmon*pruyer  and  divirte   service;    and 
when  they  do  come,  be  many  times  so  vainly^ 
occupied  there,  or  at  least  do  not  there  as 
they  sfiould  do,  hut  for  want  of  tliis  di<eipline? 
And  yet  to  the  help  of  thi*»  there  was  at  the 
last  pari,  a  law  made,  but  hitherto  no  mau,  no, 
no  nwin,  or  very  few,  hatli  seen  it  executed ; 
as  plainly  to  speak,  laws  for  the  furtherance 
of  thii  (uscipbne  unexecuted,  he  rods  for  cor- 
rection without  hands.    It  c»nnot  be  deniec^ 
but  as  superstition  ^  every  way  to  be  abhorrent 
for  fear  of  idolatry ;  sa  certainly  the  loss  of 
this  discipline  is  always  to  be  avoided^  lesc 
else  contempt  (that  iirr^ssarily  must  follow) 
may  cause  irreligipn  to  creep  faster  in  than  a 
man  would  think.     For  oii  an  other  it  is  the 
most  pestilent  and  ))cinicioil8  thing,  never  suf- 
fered nor  allowed  iu  any  rommon-weal,  nay 
not  amongst  the  heathens  that  were  most  har^ 
barozM.    But  hcr&it  amy  be  said  the  uuschicf 
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•ppearetby  where  U  the  remedy }  and  that  It 
vrere  better  not  opened  in  such  a  presence, 
than  opened  without  the  remedy  both  devised 
•ud  declared.  In  mine  opinion  the  remedies 
may  easily  be  devised :  ail  the  di&:ulty  is  in 
the  well  executing  of  them.  As  Istf  if  \be 
<;hief  parsonages  of  this  reaUn,  both  in  towm 
and  country,  would  give  good  example,  it 
cannot  be  but  it  would  be  much  to  the  re- 
medying, of  a  great  part  of  fhis  mischief. 
Sdly,  Ibe  dividing  every  one  of  the  dioceses 
according  to  their  ereatness  into  deanaries, 
as  I  know  commonly  they  be ;  and  the  com- 
mitting of  the  deanariet  to  men  well  chosen, 
as  I  Uiink  commonly  they  be  not :  and  then 
the  keeping  of  certain  ordmary  courts  at  their 

E rescript  times  for  the  well  executing  of  those 
iws  of  discipline,  as  they  ou^ht  to  be,  with  a 
sure  controuimcnt  of  those  inferior  ministers 
by  the  bp.  or  his  chanc  not  biennially  or 
triennially,  but  every  year  twice  or  thrice : 
which  use  of  necessity  without  very  great  diffi- 
culty may  do  much  id  very  short  time  to  the 
refonnation  of  this ;  the  chief  officers  eccle- 
siastical all  being  very  well,    and   the   laws 
themselves  being  tir^t  made  sufficient  and  per- 
f^t,  which  in  this  pdrl.  may  very  well  be 
brought  to  pass.    And,  because  the  proceed- 
ings of  matters  in  Discipline  and  Doctrine, 
do  chiefly  concern  my  lords  the  bps.  both  for 
their  understanding  and  ecclesiastical  function ; 
therefore   the  queen's  highness  looketh  that 
-  they,  being  called  together  here  in  pari,  should 
take  the  cniefest  care  to  consider  and  consult 
of  these  matters.     And  if  in  their  conference 
they  found  it  behoofuU  to  have  any  temporal 
acts  made,  for  the  amending  and  reforming 
of  any  of  these  lacks,  that  then  they  will  cx- 
liibit  It  here  in  pari,  to  be  considered  upon, 
and  so   Gladius  gladlum  juvabit,  as  beiore- 
time  liath  been  used;  foreseeing  always  that 
all  laws  and  ordinances  for  this  matter  of  Doc- 
trine and  Discipline  be  unitbrm,  and  so  one 
sort  throughout  the  whole  realm.    And  thus 
much  concerning  Religion,  being  the  first  part. 
—Now  to  the  2d,  that  is,  matters  of  Policy. 
And  herein  first  for  the  govt.' of  the  subjects  at 
home ;  tlic  lacks  and  defaults  whereof,  as  in 
pi^pline  so  in  this,  stand  altogether  in  the 
imperfection  of  laws,  or  else  the  fearfulncss, 
slothiiilness,  and  c6rruption  of  temporal  offi- 
cers, that  ought  to  see  the  due  execution  of 
them.     For  the  help  of  the  former,  you  are 
to^  examine  whether  any  laws  already  made, 
are  too  sharp  or  too  sore  and  so  ovcrburthen- 
cbme  for  the  subject,  or  whether  any  of  them 
are  too  loose  or  (oo  soft,  and  so  over-danger- 
ous to  the  state;  for  like  as  the  former  may 
put  in  danger  many  an  innocent  particularly, 
CD  the  2d  may  put 'in  danger  both  the  nocent 
and  innocent,  and  the  whole  state  universally. 
You  are  also  further  to  examine  the  want  and 
superfluity  of  laws,  and  whether  craft,  covet- 
ousnefis,  and  malice,  have  devised  any  means 
to  defraud  laws  already  made,  or  kow  to  do 
any  injjuriee  for  which  there  is  no  law  that 
hath  his  being  to  reform  iti  Or  whether  the 


commonweal  and  state  of  this  realm,  by  reaioii 
of  any  impctrfection  or  cause,  it  like  to  &11  to 
any  danger  or  peril ;  for  the  greater  the  danger 
is,  the  greater  sbooki  the  care  and  considera- 
tion be  for  the  remedy  of  k.    You  are  also  to 
examine  ii^iether  then  a?e  too  many  kwi 
for  any  one  thing,  which  bnedeth  so  many 
doubis,  that  the  subject  is  sometimes  to  seek 
how  to  observe  them,    and  the  chancdUtf 
how    to   give  advice  ^xmceming  them. — As 
to  the  Sod  imperfection,  which  is  the  want . 
of  the  due  Execution  of  Laws ;  because  I  have 
thought  oft  with  myselfwhat  might  be  the  best 
rera^y,  if  not  to  make  all  Uws  perfoctly  exe- 
cuted (for  that  I  can  hardly  hope  for)  yet  to 
make  them  in  much  better  cas^  than  now  theiV 
be.    And  when  I  had  considered  all  tbiaas,  1 
could  find  no  help  but  this:  the  first,  bybat^ 
ing  great  care  in  the  choice  of  tliose  officers 
that  have  the  Execution  of  Laws.    The  fUid^^ 
to  do  as  muf  J>  as  may  be  for  the  banishing  of 
sloth,  corruption,  and  fears,  from  them.     A 
5rd  way  there  is,  wliich  1  leave  to  your  judg- 
ments, this  it  is :  there  should  be  a  tneanial 
or  biennial  visitation,  in  this  nature,  made  of 
all  the  temporal  officers  and  ministers  that  by 
virtue  of  their  office  have  in  charge  to  see  the 
Execution  of  Laws.    By  this  I  mean  that  the 
queen's  maj.  should  make  choice  every  Sod  or. 
3rd  year  of  certain  expert  and  approved  per- 
sons, to  whom  commission  should  be  granted 
to  -try  out  and   examine,   by  all  ways  and 
means,  the  o{rcnccs  of  all  such  as  have  not 
seen  to  the  due  execution  of  die  laws  accord^ 
ing  to  the  offices  and  charges  committed  to 
them  by  the  prince.     And   tbe  otfeiH:et  so 
found   and  certified  to  be  sharply  jRiished 
without  remission   or  redemption.    Of  effect 
much  like  this,  and  to  the  like  eiad,  was  the 
\nsitation  of  the  church  first  devised  ;  whereof, 
in  the  beginning  of  it,  came  great  good  doubt- 
less ;  and  reason  I  see  none  but  the  like  good 
ought    to    follow  u|)on  like  visitation  made 
among  temporal  officers.    And  the  old  com- 
mission of  Oyer  tended  somewhat  to  this  end. 
I  doubt  certainly  if  the  laws  and  statiites  of 
tl)is  realm  should  riot  indifferently,  uprightly, 
and  diligently,  be  put  in  execution  (as  my  trust 
la  they  shall)  especially  in  the  great  and  optn 
coiiVts  of  this  realm,  then  my  burthen,  I  con^ 
fess,  is  equal  with  the  greatest ;  artd  yet,  for 
my  part,  1  would  gladly  every  year  hear  o^ 
and  yield  to  such  a  Comptroller. — ^Now  to  thft* 
last  and  greatest,  which  is  the  defence  against 
the  Foreign  Enetny  abroad,  and  his  Confode^ 
rates,  brought  up  and  bred  amongst  us  omw 
selves ;  because  these  matters  be  by  reason 
now  chiefly  in  hand,  and  thatthe  dealings  of 
tbe  outward  enemy  be  matters  that  go  to  tb4. 
whole,  and  that  this  presence  you  know  repre<^ 
sentetii  the  whole :  therefore  in  all  congroity  it 
seemeth  reason,  U^at  all  we,  for,  and  in  th« 
naitie  of  the  whole,  consider  carefully  of  this 
cause,  and  give  present  asdstance  for  the  help 
of  it.     And  to  the  end  yon  ma^  be  mmi 
able  to  give  good  counsel  and  advioe  theran, 
it  h»th  be(p  &>u^  meet  I  ihouM  aumayiljr 
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.#b4  ^Uxo^y^mAe  ypu  privy  of  tbepe  proceed- 
ings, wliioh  thall  |be  the  better  uotjerstood  if  I 
bqpn  at  the  root^  4S  I  iatend  f^^Tbis  it  is : 
fhe  queen's  maj.  i^t  bier  oooiing  to  the  crown, 
£ndiiig  this  her  reahn  in  a  rag^d  and  tom^ 
^itate,  and  yet  in  wars  with  a  n^f^ty  enemy, 
the  chief  fortress  of  the  same  los^  to  the 
realm's  great  dishonpar  and  we^ening;  her 
Frontier  towns  no^  sufficiently  foftified,  the 
jnrenue  of  the  crown  greatly  spoiled,  the 
treasure  of  the  re^m  not.only  wasted,  but  the 
ipeahn  also  greatly  indebted ;  the  land  of  Ire- 
land much  out  of  order :  the  Stipple  and  store 
of  all  kind  of  munition  for  the  return's  defence 
marveHottsly  consumed :  the  Navy  and  Sear 
Matters  nothing  in  the  state  they  now  be,  was 
forced  to  ^iveear  to  a  peace  with  sofne  other 
(conditions  thiKi  else  it  i^  like  her  hi^mess 
wonld  come  to,  to  the  end  that  these  dan- 
gerous deiiilt$  might  be  in  the  time  of  peace 
fufficiently  for  the  security  of  the  reahn  pro? 
Tided  for.  Whereupon  indeed  her  highness 
(peace  being  concluded)  entered  into  the  re? 
prmiag  and  supplying  of  most  of  all  those 
mat  l^ksj  and  for  die  wellrdoing  of  them 
hath  not  fo'rbom  to  take  any  care  or 'pains, 
nekber  hath  she  sticked  for  Uie  compassins  of 
fhis  both  to  spend  her  own  treasure,  to  seU  her 
own  lands,  to  prove  her  own  cr^ic  at  home 
and  abroad  to  the  uttermost,  and  aU  this  for 
pur  sureties  and  quiet. — Th^s  have  you  heard 
^le  sum  of  those  proceedings;  whereby  it  is 
plain  and  evident,  that  as  our  most  dear  and 
gracious  sovereign  lady,  hath,  for  the  preset- 
vation  of  common  quiet,  and  for  our  own 
surety  against  the  common  enemy,  forbom  no 
care  or  travel  in  the  devising ;  no  more  hath 
she  charge  or  e»penoe  in  the  performing.  I 
may  safoly  affirm  it,  because  I  am  well  able  to 
prove  it,  that  the  charges  of  the  managing  of 
0ie8e  afiairs,  and  that  that  hath  been  done 
since  the  queen'^  maj.  came  to  the  crown, 
in  supplying  the  dangers  aforemen(ion^,  Rr 
inount  to  84  much  as  two  of  the  greatest  Subr 
sidies  that  I  can  remember;  die  matter  not 
possibly  to  be  bom  for  that  which  is  past,  nor 
to  be  continued  for  that  which  is  to  come  by 
\be  ordinary  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  and  yet 
pf  necessity  to  be  done,  except  all  (which  God 
forbid)  should  run  to  ruin ;  if  wheij  any  part 
of  the  natural  body  happeneth  to  be  m  danger, 
^  head  and  every  nart  hnsteUi  to  the  relief; 
yvhat  fvould  then  be  none,  trow  ye,  when  pe- 
ril if  offered,  that  the  head  should  take  the 
^diolecare,  and  bear  the  whole  burthen,  and 
all  ike  members  remain  uncmrefol  and  un- 
fhargeil  therewith  ?  fiow  lip^ht  a  burthen  it  is 
when  it  if  bom  of  many,  is  understood  of  ^ 
alK  But  hereof  I  make  no  stay,  because  there 
IS  no  doubf  your  good^wills  i^nd  towardne^ 
Vpon  these  considerations  be  soch^  as  this  last 
soeech  of  mine  hee,deth  not,  and  so  doubtless 
|ne  queen's  highness  tc^keth  it.  And  yet  your 
wisdoms  well  know,  that  the  office  of  this 
place  which  I  occimy,  craveth  thusmochto 
^  sud  at  my  hands ;  and  for  that  purpose 
fhiefiy  could  I  tnut  yw  tnka  i|^  and  aai  iM- 


any  necessity  t^  draw  thiE^m  by  persuasion  that 
otherwise  of  Iheir  own  dispositio|i  be  forward 
enough,    The  declarations  of  the  proceedings 
bjsing  uttered,.!  do  assore  myself  fo  suffice  tp 
men  of  your  understanding  and  inplinatioR, 
Fof  how  can  a  niau  chink  tiiat  any  is  sa  void  of 
reason,  ^t  he  would  pot  gladly  offer  any  aid 
aga^ust  a  Foreign  enem;f  >  mat  he  were  able  to  ■ 
make  for  the  safoty  of  h>s  own  country,  his  so- 
vereign, himself  his  wife  and  children  ;  esper 
cially  when  by  reason  it  is  nlain,   that  the 
queen's  maj.  hath  already,  ana  daily  doth  em- 
ploy her  awn  treasure,  yea,  and  her  lands  and 
credit,  my(  in  any  glortoqs  triumphs,  superfiu- 
ous  i|nd  sumptuous  buildings  of  delight,  vain 
iMid  chargeable  embasss^es,  neither  in  any 
other  matters  of  will  aud  pleasure ;  I  mean^ 
no  expimce  to  be  noted  in  a  piiuce  of  13  years 
reign,  but  as  for  as  man  can  judge  in  the  ser- 
vice of  her  realm  and  necessary  defonce  of  her 
people,  iind  for  the  i^unoyance  of  tlie  ^nemv. 
Yet  hath  it  been*  seen  e'er  this,  that  prince's 
wiUs,  pleasures  and  delights  have  b€^en  'fol* 
lowed  in  espeac^  as  necessities.    And  now, 
God  be  thanked,  the  doings  have  been  such 
since  the  queen's  highnesses  reign,  that  to  the 
indiduerent  man  it  will  be  probable  and  plain^ 
t\i2Lt  tlie  relieving  of  the  realm's  necessity  is 
become  tfie  prinoB^s  delight ;  a  good  chan^^ 
God  continue  it,  a  mar\'f:llous  good  exain^e 
for  us  to  follow,  and  yet  it  is  scant  credible  liow 
I  long  it  wfis,  aobd  in  the  end  with  what  difficulty 
the  oueen's  mi^.  came  to  agree  tlmt  this  et^, 
ample  should  be  followed  by  us,  in  beine  con* 
tent  that  this  pari,  should  be  summoned,  that 
it  might  be  moved,  that  the  realm  might  con- 
tribute to  tlie  realm's  defence ;  with  such  diCi 
ficulty  indeed,  that  if  any  other  way  could 
have  been  devised  (her  honour  and  realmV 
surety  sieved)  this  had  never  been  attempted : 
so  loth  she  is  to  any  offensive  m^er  by  bur- 
then or  charge,  that  if  f^ny  other  way  could  have 
been  devised,  this  had  not  been :  and  so,  from 
her  own  mouth,  she  con^nanded  me  to  say  uutq 
you. — Qh  what  a  grief  it  is  to  a  prince  (trow  you) 
when  he  findeth  such  want,  tliat  he  is  not  able 
so  to  consider  of  the  service  of  his  servants  and 
subjects;  this  dangerous  and  necessary  service^ 
as  their  deserts  do  cr^ve !  knowing  that  most 
commonly  the  very  life  and  heart  of  the  ser- 
vant and  soldier,  which  so  often  offsrcth  him- 
self to  the  cannon,  the  pike,  the  fire,  is  either, 
overthrown  or  set  up  as  a  regard  is  had  of  his^ 
perils.    £xcept  there  be  some  odd  men  (a^ 
they  call  them)  of  that  perfection,  that  virtue 
and  well^oins  is  their  mark,  and  not  reward, 
who  hol^  for  nrp,  that  <  rec^i  facti  roeicet  est 
fecisse  tantum,'  but  <  rara  avis  in  terris,  kcJ 
Yea,  the^  are  so  rare  a^  counsel  cannot  be 
eivcn  that  princes  service  s^uld  hang  on  the 
help  of  su9h  hope,  and  yet  these  be  the  per- 
foctest  and  best,  but  the  world  is  not  served 
by  such.    To  give  ^pod  wo;tb  is  a  ^ood  thing, 
but  often  med,  albeit  nev^  so  cunningly,  with- 
out deeds  of  service,  is  reputed  but  as  wind, 
and  is  indeed  <  dare  verba.'    Marry,  power 
serving  iiot^  llbepi  i^  d^aerv^  great  coaimea- 
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4latk>ns ;  for  it  is  os  much  as  can  be  done :  for 
*  ultra  posse  non  est  esse/  But  hereof  think- 
eth  little  the  greatest  number.  But  to  a  prince 
who  ihinketh  thus  much,  and  daily  thinketh 
aud.feeletn  of  it,  what  a  tormenting  trouble  is 
such  a  want  think  ye  ?  These  wants  when  they 
happen,  would  be,  ought  to  be  most  holden. 
But  here  I  have  troubled  you  further  than  X 
meant,  or  perchance  needed, — And  thus  no 
farther  to  binder  you,  but  to  make  an  eiiA. 
You  have  heard,  Ist^  the  caused  of  thtsassem- 
blv.  2nd)y,  what  I  tliink  meet  to  be  remem- 
Wred.  Srdly,  wKat  for  the  governance  of  the 
subject  at  home,  and  what  hath  been  done  for 
the  defence  of  the  enemv  abroad  ;  your  office 
and  duty  is  to  be  careful  to  i^onsider  of  these 
Vnattcrs,  which  I  have  the  rather  summariiy 
remembered  than  effectually  discoursed  upon. 
The  former  pertaineth  to  my  office  as  a  re- 
membrancer. The  2nd  to  you  as  executors  of 
these  remembrances^  And  because  you  of 
the  Nether  Hou^e  cannot,  without  a  head,  thus 
do ;  therefore  it  resteth,  that  yoji,  according 
.  to  your  antient  order,  of  yourselves  chuse 
0ome  wise  and  discreet  man,  who,  after  he 
hath  been  by  you  chosen  and  presented,  and 
that  presentation  by  the  queen's  maj.  allowed, 
akall  then  be  your  Speaker,  &c/' 

May  10th.  The  Commons  presented  Ro- 
beit  Bell,  Cbq.  for  their  Speaker,  who,  with  the 
usual  ceremonies,  was  allowed.  But  no  further 
notice  is  taken  of  the  speeches  commonly 
^nade  on  that  occasion, 

FroctedinfM  relative  to  the  Queen  of  Seott^l 
May.  mhy  an  entry  is  made  by  the  lords, 
.**  That  this  day,  by  advice  and  consent  of  the 
whole  house,  a  Committee  was.  appointed  to 
(Confer  with  such  members  of  the  Lower  House 
fbs  It  i^hpukl  please  them  to  appoint,  for  tlie 
inore  speedy  and  better  direction  of  them  in 
the  grc4(t  Q>atter  touching  the  Queen  of  ScoL«<." 
The  committee  consisted  of  the  following 
^rds;  thfi  abps.  of  Canterbury  and  York; 
jhe  earLs  of  Oxford,  Kent,  Worcester,  Sussex, 
Warwick,  Bedford,  Leicester,  and  Essex ;  the 
l>pi.  of  London,  Winchester,  Ely,  Lincoln,  and 
Rochest^;  the  lord  chamberlain  Burleigh, 
with  the  lords  Grey^  Windsor,  Wentworth, 
Korth,  an4  Chandoi^.  In  the  Journal  of  the 
fCommons  are  the  Names  of  tho  Committee 
appointed  by  themi  which  ivcre  these ; 
jAr.  Treasurer  Mr,  Doctor  Wilson 

Mr.  Comptroller  Mr.  Attorney  of  the 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  t]|p        Duchy 

Dutchy  Mr.  Repqrder  of  Lon- 

The  Chancellor  of  the        don 

!p^xphequer.  Mr.Serjear«tManwood 

The  Lord  Deputy  of    Mr.  Serjeant  Geffry 

Irpland  Mr.  Mounsqn 

Sir  Maurice  Berkeley    Mr.  Sandys 
Sir  Hugh  Pawlftt  Mr.  Poplmm 

Sir  Thomas  Scott  Mr.  Yelverton 

Sii*  Owen  Hopton  Mr.  Col^by 

Sir  Nicholas  Arnold       Mr.  Heneage 
Sir  John  Thynne  Mr.  Charles  Howard 

Sir  Hen.  Gates  Mr.  Hatton 

^4r  I^owjaod  Howi^     ^(f .  Aytlej 


Mr.  Shute  Mr.  John  Vaoghan  of 

Mr.  Hen.  KnoIle8,sen.        Cacjrmarthen 
Mr.  Hen.  KnoUes, jun.    Mr.  Greenfield,  sen. 
Mr.  Peter  Wentworth    Mr.  Charles  Somerset 
Mr.  Sampole  Mr.  Hen.  Killegrtw 

Mr.  Norton  Mr.  William  Gerrard 

Mr.  Wil)i«m  Moor         Mr.  Dalton,  and 
Mr.  John  Vaughan         Mr.  Peacock. 
Mr.  Tho.  Randall    > 

We  hear  ao  more  of  this  Conference  in  tlim 
Journals  of  the  Lords,  nor  what  was  done  in  it, 
relating  particuhirly  to  the  Queen  of  Scots,  till 
May   the  28th,  when  a  new  Committee   of 
Loixis  was  appointed,  about  the  same  matter, 
which  were  only  the  abp.  of  Canterburjr,  tiie 
earls  of  Sussex  and  Leicester,  the  bp.  of  Lin- 
coln, and  the  lords  Burleigh  and  Grey.    The 
result  of  which  was,  tlmt  on  the  4th  or  June  % 
bill  passed  the  Lords,  witli  this  addition  to  the 
title,   *  A  bill  touching  Maiy,  daughter  and 
heir  of  James  V.  late  king  of  Scotland,  com- 
monly called  the  Queen  of  Scots.'    This  bill 
was  sent  down  to  the  Commons,  who  kept  k 
until  the  26th  of  the  same  mouth,  and  then  r«* 
turned  it,  concluded.   But  though  the  bill  went 
so  currently  through    tlio  two  Houses,    the 
aucen  would  not  sufi^Br  it  to  pass  into  a  law  ; 
there  being  no  mention  of  such  an  act,  in  the 
catalogue  at  the  end  of  this  session,  nor  in  the 
printed  statutes.    For  which  reason,  we  are 
much  in  the  dark  what  were  the  contents  of 
this  extraordinary  bill.    Mr.  Cambden  only 
writes,  that,  "  it  was  proposed,  that  if  the 
Qneen  of  Scots  sliould  again  offend  against  xhm 
laws  o{  England,  she  should  be  proceeded 
against,  by  law,  as  if  she  were  the  wife  of  aa 
English  peer.    But  the  queen,  interposing  her 
authority,  prevented  the  enacting  thereof."-^ 
However,  though  this  act  did  not  pass,  yet 
there  were  two  other  very  severe  laws  made 
against  idl  who  had  designs  in  favour  of  the 
Queen  of  Scots.    On  tlie  19th  of  May  a  bill 
was  read  the  first  time  in  tlie  Lords,  for  Pu* 
nishmcnt  of  all  such  as  shall  rebelllously  take 
or  detain,  from  the  Queen's  maj.  any  Castle^ 
Tower,  Fortress,  Ships,  or  other  rannition  of 
war.    This  passed  into  a  law ;  and,  by  it,  soipe 
of  the  articles  were  made  felony,  and  others 
high  treason.    On  the  21st,  a  bill  was  brought 
in,  and  read  against  all  such  as  shall  conspire 
or  practise  the  Enlargement  of  any  Prisoners. 
This  act  declared,  "  That  if  any  person  shouM 
go  alK)ut  to  deliver  any  man,  imprisoned  upon 
the  queen's  writ  for  Treason,  or  suspicion  of 
Treason,  before  his  arraignment,  the  said  per- 
son should  forfeit  his  life  estate,  and  be  impri^^ 
soned  during  the  queen's  pleasure.    If  arraigiw 
ed,  he  should  incur  the  penalty  of  death ;  if 
condemned,  the  penalty  of  high  Ueason." 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  beheaded.]  Mr. 
Cambden  observes,  that  the  severi^  of  these 
laws  was  only  necessary  for  the  times ;  and 
this  pari,  thought  fit  to  make  them  temporary^ 
that  18,  far  the  queen's  life.  He  adds,  that  so 
many  designs  were  set  on  foot  to  deliver  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  put  of  the  Tower,  asliaatened 
his  exccttCioDji  which  had  been  ^ut  off  for  ae«r 
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4  months ;  afid  it  -vv&s  not  till  after  passing  the 
last  act,  that  the  addresses  of  the  Commons, 
the  remonstrances  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
the  importunity  of  preachers,  by  suggesting  the 
greatness  of  the  danger  she  was  in,  couM 
overcome  the  queen's  clemency;  In  fine,  the 
duke  was  beheaded  on  a  scaffold,  on  Tower- 
lull,  June  the  3ndi  He  died  with  great  cou- 
rage and  magnanimity,  amidst  a  vast  crowd  of 
aorrowfnl  and  weeping  spectators;  for  it  is  in- 
credible, says  our  author,'  **  how  dcarlv  be 
•Was  belovecf  by  die  populace,  whose  gooctwill 
he  had  gained  by  a  munificence  and  affability 
suitable  6o  so  great  U  prince." 

A  Case  of  Privilege.]  A -case  of  Privilege 
was  brought  before  the  Lords,  by  the  lord 
Cromwell,  who  had  been  attached,  by  a  writ, 
out  of  Chancery,  at  the  suit  of  one  Taverner. 
The  Lords  adju<%ed  the  attachment  void  and 
oontrary  to  the  andent  Privileges  of  the  Peer- 
age; but  so,  that  at  any  dme  hereafter,  by 
tSe  queen's  prerogadve,  <or  by  the  common 
law  and  custom  of  the  realms,  or  any  statute 
law,  or  sufficient  precedent,  the  persons  of  any 
of  the  Lords  of  pad.  in  such  cases  as  this  of 
lord  CromweU^s,  ought  to  be  attached,  or  at- 
tachable, if  so  shewed  and  warranted  as  above ; 
this  order,  or  any  thing,  therein  contained,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Having  done  with  the  Proceedinrs  of  the 
Lords,  we  shall  go  back  to  those  of  the  Com- 
mons. After  die  Committee  for  the  Con- 
ference wad  appointed,  we  find  no  particulars 
^tered,  'relaciu^  to  it,  till  some  weeks  after- 
wards, which  Will  appear  in  the  sequeK  In 
the  mean  time,  on  the  16th  of  May,  a  modon 
was  made,  *  Whether  it  was  convenient  that 
the  Commons  should  join  with  the  Lords  in  a 
pedtion  to  her  maj.  for  the  execudon  of  the 
duke  of  Norfolk.  Or,  diat  they  should  only 
signify  to  her  maj.  their  resoladon  and  opinion 
that  necessary  execudon  was  to  be  done?' 
upon  putting  the  question,  it  was  agreed  by 
all,  that  their  general  resolution  was  propercst 
to  be  signified  to  lier;  and  not  by  way  of  pe- 
tidon  or  dirocdon  from  dtis  house. 

May  19,  the  Attorney  of  the  Court  of  Wards, 
in  the  name  of  the  wliole  Committee,  on  the 
great  affair  of  the  Queen  of  Scots,  reported 
to  the  house  thejr  Conference  with  the  Lords. 
\yhich  done,  after  many  speeches,  it  was  upon 
the  quesdon,  resolved,  for  the  better  safety 
and  preservadon  of  her  maj /s  person  and  govt. 
to  proceed  against  the  Scottish  Queen  iu  the 
highest  degree  of  Treason ;  and  therein  to 
t^ucli  her,  as  well  in  life  as  in  dtle  and  dig- 
nity; and  this  widi  all  possible  speed,  ai)d 
with  the  whole  voice  of  the  bouse. 

A  Message  to  the  Cormnons,  not  to  wcddle 
fOHth  Religious  Maittera.']  May  ^,  a  bill  for 
Rites  and  Ceremonies  in  the  Church,  having 
been  read  in  the  house  S  dmes ;  on  diis  day 
the  Speaker  declared  to  die  house,, that  it  was 
the  Queen's  pleasure,  that  from  henceforth  no 
bills  concernmg  Religion  should  be  preferred, 
oi^  received  into  tins  house ;  unless  the  same 
•tkftuU  be  jSrst  tooside^d  luxd  approved  by  the 


Clei^y-.  And  further,  that  her  maj.  desired  to' 
see  the  two  last,  read  in  the  house,  touching 
Rites  and  Ceremonies,  On  which,  it  was  or- 
dered, that,  the  said  bills  should  be  delivered 
to  her,  by  such  raembei's  as  were  of  the  Privy 
Council.  The  next  day  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Household  reported  to  the  house  the  delivery 
of  the  two  bills  of  Rites  and  Ceremonies  to 
her  maj,;  together  with, the  humble  r^uest  of 
this  house,  most  humbly  to  beseech  her  higlv 
ness  not  to  conceive  ill  opinion  of  this  house, 
if  so  h  were  that  her  maj.  should  not  like  wci 
of  the  said  bills,  or  of  the  pardes  that  pre- 
ferred them:  and  declared  further,  that  her 
miiu  seemed  utterly  to  niislike  the  first  bill, 
and  him  that  brougnt  the  same  into  the  house; 
and  that  her  highness  express  will  and  plea- 
sure was,  that  no  preacher  or  minister  should 
be  impeached  or  mdicted,  or  otherwise  mo* 
lestcd  or  troubled,  as  the  preamble  of  the  suid 
bill  did  purport:  adding  these  comfortable 
words  fartljer,  That  her  maj.  as  defendejr  of 
the  faith,  will  aid  and  maintain  all  good  Pro- 
testants to  the  discouraging  of  all  Papists. 

Proceedings  reiutive  to  the  Queen  of  Scots.'j^ 
The  business  of  die  Queen  of  Scots  and  tha 
duke  of  Norfolk,  having  been  long  canvassed' 
by  the  Committees  of  both  houses;  they,  at 
length  agreed  upon  a  joint  Pedtion  to  die 
queen.  And,  on  the  28th  of  Mnjr,  her  maj^ 
was  attended  by  the  said  Committees,  who 
presented  her  a  Petidon  with  Rejisons  to 
proi-e,  that  it  not  only  consisted  with  justice, 
but  sJso  with  the  queen's  honour  and  safety, 
to  proceed  criminally  against  the  pretended 
Scottish  Queen.  Ou  the  same  day,  the  Jour- 
nalist tells  us,  "  That  mr.  Treasurer  reported 
to  the  house,  that  he  and  certain  otliers  of  die 
committee,  chosen  by  themsehcs,  did  pre- 
senriy  come  from  her  maj. ;  and  that  her  maj. 
doth  very  thankfully  accept  the  pood-will  and 
zeal  of  this  house,  \n  their  carelalncss  for  her 
roaj.'s  safety  and  preservadon;  and  that  »% 
her  maj.  thinketh  the  course  chobeii  by  this 
house,  and  wherein  the  Lords  have  joined 
with  this  house,  to  be  the  best  and  !turesc  way 
for  her  maj.*s  preservation  and  safety  indeed  ; 
yet  her  highness  for  certain  respects  by  herself 
conceived,  thinketh  good  for  tins  Ume  to  defer, 
but  not  to  reject  that  course  of  proceeding  as 
yet;  and  in  the  mean  dme,  with  all  conveni- 
ent speed,  to  go  forward  in  the  i;rcat  matter 
against  the  Scotdsh  Queen  widi  a  2d  hill, 
being  the  other  part  of  the  said  tlioice  hereto- 
fore ofiercd  to  this  house.  And  that  her  maj. ' 
mii>ding  in  that  bill,  by  any  implicadon  or 
drawing  of  words,  not  to  have  the  Scottish 
Queen  either  enabled  or  disabled  to  or  from 
any  manner  of  tide  to  the  crown  of  this  realm, 
or  any  other  tide  to  the  same  whatsoever 
touched  at  all,  willoth  that  the  bill  be  iii^t 
drawn  by  her  learned  counsel,  antjl  bv  them 
penned  before  the  skme  be  treated  of  or  detilt 
m,  in  this  house.  And  that  in  the  mean  time 
of  bringing  in  of  tHe  said  bill,  this  lumse  enter* 
not  iiito  any  speeches  or  arguments  of  tlmt . 
matter.    And  tjiat  her  maj.  hath  likcwiie  sig- 
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«i6ed  tht  same  her  !&•  ptetstrensto  tiM 
Lords,  bj  iom*  of  the  Comai^tteci  of  the  seme 
Ikoose.''  The  Commeiu  ceme  to  «  ReselutiOD 
en  the  qocstion,  "  Whether  k  PetitioD  was  to 
be  drawn  up  iumI  presented  to  her  nu^.  for 
the  speed;  execution  of  the  duke  *  Tbat  the 
said  Petition  should  be  digested  and  put  in 
writing  against  the  next  mominjt,  and  delivered 
to  the  Speaker  to  be  presented  by  him  to  the 
Qneeo.  But  two  days  after,  May  31,  a  <]ueB- 
tion  was  put  for  rttpicing  the  said  petition, 
and,  it  was  carried  in  the  afiimiativei  **  Be- 
cauae,  perhaps,  her  ms^.  will  order  it  to  be 
done  sooner  of  her  own  accord  than  beisj^ 
presed  to  it  bv  the  house.  And  therefore  it 
was  wholly  laid  aside."  But,  however,  the 
bilU  and  rrmonstranccs  against  the  Queen  of 
Scots,  took  no  ^cct  till  several  vcars  after. 
The  duke  of  Norfolk,  however,  fell  a  sacrifice 
to  the  jealousies  of  the  times,  being  be- 
headed, as  before  obterved,  whilst  tliis  pari. 


sitting. 

The  Ceremonies  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
Session  are  omitted  in  both  the  Journals ;  and, 
we  are  onlv  told,  in  that  of  the  Lords,  that,  on 
the  30th  of  June,  the  queen  came  to  the  boose, 
"when  the  lord  keeper,  by  her  command,  pro- 
xogoed  this  pari,  to  the  8d  of  Nov.  followmg. 
Trom  the  time  of  the  last  prorogation,  we  meet 
with  nothing  like  a  pari,  till  the  18th  year  of 
this  reign.  The  JournaU  of  the  Lords  do  not 
cxpresiJy  ^ve  us  the  times  of  the  several  pro- 
logations  m  this  long  interval ;  but  only  inform 
OS,  that  on  the  8th  of  Feb.  1575,  after  various 
and  sundry  prorogation!^,  the  same  pari,  met 
to  transact  business. 

A  BiU  against  Luxury  in  Apparel,"]  Being 
assembled,  the  Queen  came  not  to  the  houKe, 
because  this  was  no  new  pari. ;  and  the  first 
thing  we  find  that  was  done  by  the  Lords,  was 
to  r^BMi  a  bin  for  the  refonamtion  of  Apparel. 
Mr.  Cambden  takes  notice,  that  the  year  be- 
fore diisy  the  queen  had  put  out  a  proclamation 
to  stop  the  great  Excess  this  modish  Luxury 
had  then  arrived  to.  Observing,  that,  to  main* 
tain  this  shining  vanity,  a  great  quantity  of 
mone^  was  ycarfy  carried  out  of  the  land,  to 
buy  silks  ana  other  foreign  fineries,  to  the  im- 
poverishment of  the  commonwealth^  and  the 
almost  ruin  of  several  noble  foinilies,  who  strove 
to  vie  with  one  another  in  this  kind  of  extra- 
traganoe.  The  reader  will  have  observed,  that 
several  sohiptuary  laws  were  made  in  different 
reigns  to  restcam  this  vice;  and  now  the 
Queen's  ProclamHtion  being  little  regarded,  an 
act  of  pari,  was  designed  to  enforce  the  ob- 
•ervaoce.  But  this  way  had  as  little  success 
as  the  former,  for  though  the  bill  passed  the 
Lords,  and  was  sent  down  to  the  Ck>mmoiiS| 
they  never  returned  it. 

A  SuAiii^.j  There  is  nothing  remarkable 
else  entered  m  the  Lorcb  Journals,  till  the  i^th 
of  this  month ;  when  a  bill  for  a  Subsidy  of  two 
15ths  and  lOths  were  serit  up  by  the  Cctemons: 
it  passed  the  Lords  on  the  1st  of  March.  The 
pnnted  statutes  make  this  |rant  three  15ths 
a&4  }OtU,  besides  the  Subsidy.    Theie  was 


abo  an  aet  fiMrconfirmmg  a  gnmt  of  Ot.  in  the 
pottnd,  firom  the  Clergy,  to  be  paid  in  3  yeaft. 

Mr.  Wentworth't  %edk  in  behalf  of  the  Li^ 
berliei  of  tkt  Knust^  But  thoo^  the  Jonmab 
of  the  Lords  ftunish  us  with  im  little  to  the 
purpose,  those  of  the  Coammns  were  never 
more  copieos  for  so  short  a  session  as  in  this. 
In  whicn  are  many  things  very  remarkable^ 
relating  to  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  that 
honse.  The  Joumatiit  gives  ns  a' Speech  made 
on  the  very  1st  day  of  this  session,  by  Peter 
Wentworth,  Esq.  mend>er  for  the  borou^  of 
Tr^ony  in  Cornwall.  As  the  speech  aad  thci 
consequences  of  it  are  astnemorable  as  anji 
thing  we  have  yet  met  with  in  the  course  oi 
these  enaukries,  we  shall  make  no  apology  for 
the  lengtn  of  it. 

<<  Mr.  Speaker;-— I  find  writtten  in  a  litda 
volume  th^  words  in  effect  :-—^  Sweet  is  thft 
name  of  Liberty,  but  the  thing  itself  a  vakie 
beyond  all  inestimable  treasure:'  So  much 
the  more  it  behoveth  ns  to  take  care  lest  we, 
contenting  ourselves  with  the  sweetness  of  tlM 
name,  lose  aad  forego  the  thing,  bein^  nX  the 
greatest  valu^  that  can  come  unto  this  noble 
realm.  The  inestimable  treasure  is  the  use' 
of  it  in  this>  house.  And  therefore  I  do  think 
it  needftil  to  put  you  in  remembrance,  that 
this  hon.  assembly  are  asKmbied  and  come 
together  here  in  this  place,  for  three  special 
causes  of  most  weighty  and  great  importance. 
— The  1st  and  principal  is  to  make  and  abro« 
gate  such  Laws,  as  may  be  most  for  the  pre- 
servation of  our  noble  sovereign.  The  3nd . .  .k 
— ^The  3rd  b  to  make  or  abrogate  such  laws 
as  may  be  to  the  chiefest  surety,  safe-keepins, 
and  enriclmient  of  this  noble  realm  of  Enaand. 
So  that  I  do  think  thnt  the  part  of  a  fiuthfol^ 
hearted  subject  is,  to  do  his  endeavoar  to  re- 
move all  stumbling-blocks  out  of  the  wa^  that 
may  in^air,  or  any  manner  of  way  hinder, 
these  good  and  godly  causes  of  this  oar  coming 
togetW.  I  was  never  of  pari,  but  the  last,  and 
the  last  session,  at  both  whidi  times  I  saw  the 
Liberty  of  free  Speedi,  the  which  is  the  only 
salve  to  heal  all  the  sores  of  this  common- 
wealth, so  much  and  so  many  ways  iafiringed» 
and  so  many  abuses  oficrcd  to  this  hon.  coun- 
cil, as  hath  much  grieved  me  even  of  very  ccm- 
science  and  love  to  my  prince  and  state. 
Wherefore  to  avoki  the  like,  I  do  think  it 
expedient  to  open  the  commoidities  that  grow 
to  the  prince  and  whole  state,  by  free-  speech 
used  in  this  place;  at  the  least  so  mech  as  my 
simple  wit  can  gather  of  it,  the  which  is  very 
little  in  respect  of  that,  that  wise  heads  can 
say  therein,  and  so  it  is  of  die  more  force :—  ^ 
1st,  All  matters  that  concern  Ood's  honomv 
through  free  Speech  shall  be  propagated  here 
and  set  forward,  and  all  thmgs  that  do  hinder 
it  removed*  repulsed  and  taken  awayir-^Nen, 
There  is  notmg  commodious,  profitidjle,  er 
anyway  beneficial  fi»r  the  prince  or  atiite,  bet 
faithftil  and  lovinc  subjects  will  otifer  it  m  tfab 
|)hice»— Srdly,  AU  things  dldcomflMMfioa^  we^ 
rilous,  or  hurttul  to  die  prince  or  state  shallM 
prevented,  even  so  mucli  at  aetnietii  goiM  |» 
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c«d*  nmifbl  OodI  to  pot  into  oar  mindft^  th« 
^^b  no  doubt  shaH  be  sii^cienti  if  we  do 
Winiestly  call  upon  bim  and  <ear  bim:  for 
Solomon  taitb,  *  Tbe  fear  of  God  is  tbe  be- 
^iamng  of  wisdom.  Wiidoiii  breatbetb  life 
aito  1^  cbildrei),  receivetb  tbem  tbat  toek 
lier,  and  will  go  B^de  tbem  in  tbe  way  of 
f^eaottSDeM:'  to  tbat  our  minds  iball  be  di- 
rected to  ail  good,  needfbl,  and  necessarjr 
thingi,  if  we  call  upon  Ood  with  laithful 
hearts  :-^tbly»  If  tb^  envioits  do  offer  any 
tfaioff  hurtful  or  perilous  to  the  prince  or  state 
in  this  phieej  what  inooounodity  doth  grow 
thereby?  Venly  I  think  none,  nay,  wilfyou 
hmvc  me  to  say  my  simple  opinion  therein, 
much  good  cometb  thereof;  bow  foivooth? 
why  by  the  darkness  of  the  night  tbe  bright- 
sess  of  the  sun  sheweth  more  excellent  and 
dear,  and  how  can  truth  appear  and  conquer 
umil  faishood,  and  all  subtilties  that  should 
ibadow  and  darken  it,  be  found  out?  for  it  is 
ttffinred  in  this  place  as  a  piece  of  fine  needle- 
wo#k  to  them  that  are  most  skilful  therein,  for 
tltfere  cannot  be  a  false  stitch  OOod  aiding  us) 
but  win  be  f^md  out:— ^thly.  This  good 
conieth  thereof,  a  wicked  purpose  may  tbe 
emer  be  prevented  when  it  is  known :— -6thly, 
An  e?il  man  can  do  tbe  less  harm  when  it  is 
known. — ^Tlhly,  Sometime  it  happeneth  that  a 
food  man  will  in  this  place  (for  ai^nment  sake) 
mrefer  an  evil  cause,  both  for  that  he  would 
IMITC  a  doubtful  truth  to  be  opened  and  mani- 
fested,  and  also  the  evil  prevented ;  qo  that  to 
this  point  I  conclude,  ^at  in  this  house,  which 
k  termed  a  place  of  free  speech,  there  is  no- 
thmg  so  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
prince  and  state  as  free  speech ;  and  vrithout 
this  it  is  a  scorn  and  mockery  to  call  it  a  Par^ 
liament  House,  for  in  truth  it  is  none,  but  a 
very  school  of  ftaCtery  and  dissimulation ;  and 
to  a  fit  place  to  serve  the  devil  and  his  angels 
in,  and  not  to  glorify  God  and  benefit  the 
oommonwealth.— Now  to  the  Impediments 
thereof,  which,  by  God's  grace  and  my  little 
experience,  I  will  .utter  plainly  and  faithfully, 
I  will  use  the  words  of  Elcba,  *  Behold,  I  am 
as  the  new  wine  which  hath  no  vent,  and 
borsteth  the  new  vessels  in  sunder,  therefore 
1  will  speak  that  I  may  have  a  vent.  I  will 
open  my  lips,  and  oMke  answer,  I  wiD  regard 
no  manner  of  person,  no  man  will  I  spare,  for 
if  I  should  go  about  to  please  men,  I  know  not 
how  soon  my  Maker  will  take  me  away :'  my 
tast  k  vehement ;  the  which  by  God's  suffer- 
ance I  mean  to  -observe,  hoping  therewith  to 
oftnd  none ;  for  that  of  very  justice,  none 
ought  to  be  offended  for  seeking  to  do  good 
and  saying  of  tbe  trath^-^Arooagst  other,  mr. 
Speaker,  i  thinge  do  great  hurt  in  this  place,  of 
the  which  I  do  mean  to  speak :  the  one  is  a  m- 
mout  which  mnneth  about  tbe  house,  and  this 
itis,  <Tak»  heed  what  yoQ  do,  the  Qneenliketh 
potsocba»atttr,whoeoever  pwfareth  it,she  will 
be  offsnded  with  bim ,  or  the  ccmtrary,  her  mai. 
laketb  of  swcb  a  natter,  whosoever  speeketh 
aniMtit^  she  will  be  much  offended  tmh  him.^ 
l^^thar;  SoiftftiiBM  aldepsage  it  bvoudit 


into  tbe  house,  either  of  Coromandins  or  In->  - 
hibiting,  very  injurious  to  the  Freedom  uf 
Speech  and  consultation.  I  would  to  God, 
mr.  Speaker,  that  these  two  were  buried  in 
hell,  I  mean  Rumour*  and  Messages;  for 
wicked  undoubtedly  they  are,  the  reason  is, 
the  devil  was  the  first  author  of  them,  from 
whom  proceedeCh  nothing  but  wickedness: 
now  I  will  set  down  reasons  tx>  whve  them 
wicked^— 1st,  If  we  be  in  hand  witn  any  thinjg 
for  the  advancement  of  God's  glory,  were  it 
not  wicked  to  say  tbe  queen  liketb  not  of  it, 
orcommandeth  that  we  shall  not  deal  in  itr 
Greatly  were  these  Speeches  to  her  maj.'s  dis- 
honour, and  an  hard  opinion  were  it,  mr. 
Speaker,  that  these  things  sliould  enter  into 
her  maj.'s  thought ;  much  more  wicked  and 
uimatural  were  it  that  her  ma),  should  like  or 
command  any  thing  against  Gorl,  or  hurtful  to 
herself  and  the  state.  Tbe  Lord  grant  that 
this  thing  may  be  far-  from  her  maj.'s  heart« 
Here  this  may  be  objected,  tbat  if  the  <|ucen'a 
maj.  should  have  intelligence  of  any  thing  p^  . 
rilous  or  beneficial  to  her  maj.'s  person  or  tho 
state,  would  vou  not  have  her  maj.  give  know- 
ledge thereof  in  thb  house,  whereby  her  peril 
may  be  prevented,  and  her  benent  provided 
for?  God  forbid !  then  were  her  maj.  in  worso 
case  than  any  of  her  subjects.  And  in  the 
beginning  of  our  speech,  I  shewed  it  to  be  a 
special  cause  of  our  assembling,  but  my  intent 
is.  That  nothing  should  be  done  to  God's  dis* 
honour,  to  her  maj.'s  peril,  or  the  peril  of  the 
state.  And  therefore  I  will  shew  the  Incon- 
veniences that  grow  of  these  two.  1st,  If  we 
follow  not  the  prince's  mind,  Solomon  saitb, 
^  The  King's  Displeasure  is  a  Messenger  of 
Death' :  this  is  a  terrible  thing  to  weak  nature^ 
for  who  is  able  to  abide  the  fierce  coimtcnanoe 
of  his  prince,  but  if  we  will  discharv^  our  con* 
sciences,  and  be  true  to  Gody>  and  Prince  and 
State,  we  must  have  due  consideration  of  the. 
place  and  the  occasion  of  our  coming  together  ; 
and  especially  have  regard  unto  the  matter 
wherein  we  both  shall  serve  God,  and  ottf 
prince  and  state  fiuthfully,  and  not  dissembling 
as  eye-pleasers,  and  so  jusdy  avoid  all  dia* 
pleasures  both  to  God  and  our  prinpe;  for 
Solomon  saith,  *  In  the  way  of  the  righteout 
there  is  lite,'  as  for  any  other  vray,  it  is  the 
path  to  death.  So  that  to  avoid  everlasttnc 
d^eth  and  condemnation,  with  the  high  and 
mighty  God,  we  ought  to  prooeed  in  ev€iy 
eause  according  to  Ae  matter,  and  not  ac*^ 
cording  to  the  prince's  mind :  and  now  I  will 
shew  you  a  reason  to  prove  it  perilous  alwa5r» 
to  fi^llow  the  prince's  mind.  Many  times  it 
fislletb  out,  that  a  prince  may  favour  a  cause 
perilous  to  himselt  and  the  whole  state ;  what 
are  we  then  if  we  follow  the  princess  miBd  f 
Are  wc  not  unfiudifxri  unto  God,  our  prince 
and  state  ?  Yes  truly)  'we  are  chosen  of  the 
wliole  realm,  of  a  special  trust  and  confidence^ 
by  them  reposed  in  us,  to  ibtesee  all  such  in- 
otmTenitnces.  Then  I  will  set  down  mj  <^ 
nion  herein,  that  is  to  say,  He  that  disi^ 
bUtb  to  b«r  iBij.^  perils  it  to  be  cousted'ilii 
•  £ 
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hatcfal  enemy ;  for  that  he  glveth  unto  her  I 
tnaj,  a  detestable  Judas  bis  kiss;  and  he  that 
^ontrarietb  her  mind  to  her  preservation,  yea 
though  her  maj.  would  be  much  olTended  with 
him,  is  to  be  adjudged  an  approver  love^,  for 
*  faithful  are  the  wounds  of  a  lover/  saith  So- 
lomon, *  but  the  kisses  of  an  enemy  are  de* 
ceittiil  t'  and  it  is  better,  saith  Antisthencs,  to 
fail  amongst  ravens  than  amongst  flatterers, 
for  ravens  do  but  devour  the  dc^d  corps,  but 
batterers  the  living.  And  it  is  both  traitorous 
and  hellish,  through  flattery,  to  seek  to  de- 
vour our  natural  prince,  and  that  do  flatterers ; 
therefore  let  them  Iciave  it  with  shame  enough! 
—Now,  to  another  great  matter  that  riseth  of 
t)m  grievous  ruraour,  What  is  it  forsooth? 
Whatsoever  tboa  art  tliat  { ronouncct  it,  thou 
dost  pronoimce  thy  own  discredit;  Why  so? 
ipT  that  thou  dost  what  lieth  in  thee  to  pro- 
nounce the  prince  /to  be  perjured,  the  which 
ye  neither  may  nor  will  believe ;  for  we  ought 
90c  without  too  manifest  proof  to  credit  any 
<iishonour  to  our  anointed ;  no,  wc  ought  not 
ifiithout  it  to  think  any  evil  of  her  maj.  but  ra- 
ther to  hold  him  a  liar  what  credit  soever  he 
l^eof;  fdr  the  queen's  maj^  is  the  head, of  the 
hivr*  and  mui>t  of  necessity  maintain  the  law; 
tor  by  the  law  her  maj*  is  made  justly  our 
queen,  and  by  it  she  is  most  chiefly  maintain- 
ted :  hereunto  agreeth  the  moat  excellent  words 
of  Bracton  (de  Legtbus  Anglia;,  lib.  1.  cap.  7.) 
y ho  saith,  *  The  Icioff  hath  no  peer  nor  equal 
in  hhs  kingdom/  He  hath  no  equal,  for  other- 
wise he  might  lose  his  authority  of  command- 
ing, since  that  an  ec|ual  hath  no  power  of 
commandment  ov'er  his  «qual.  The  kmg  ought 
not  to  be  under  man,  but  under  God,  and  un- 
der the  law,  becauie  the  law  makcth  him  a 
king.  Let  the  king  therefore  attribute  tliat  to 
t)ie  law,  which  the  law  attributeth  unto  him, 
that  is,  dominion  and  power ;  for  he  is  not  a 
king  in  -whom  will  and  not  the  law  doth  rule, 
and  therefore  he  ought  to  be  under  the  law. 
1  pray  you  mark  the  reason  why  mv  authority 
taith,  The  king  ought  to  be  under  the  laiv,  for, 
aaiih  he,  *  He  is  God*s  vicegerent  upon  earth*; 
that  is,  his  lieutenant  to  execute  and  do  his 
Mill,  the  which  is  law  or  justice,  and  there- 
unto was  her  maj.  sworn  at  her  coronation^  as 
I  Imvc  heard  learned  men  in  this  place  sun^ 
dry  timet  atfirm;  unto  the  which  I  doubt 
not  but  her  majesty  will,  for  her  honour  and 
CiWbcieuce  sake,  have  special  regard ;  for  free 
Spcecli  and  conscience  in  thii*  place  are  grant- 
ed by  a  special  law,  as  tliat  without  the 
which  the  prince  and  state  cannot  be  pre- 
served or  maintained*  So  that  I  would  wish 
every  man  that  fcareth  God,  regardeth  the 
prin<^'s  honour,  or  esteemeth  his  own  credit, 
to  fear  at  all  times  hereafter  to  pronounce  any 
such  horrible  speeches,  so  much  to  the  prince  s 
dishonour;  for  in  soloing  he  sheweth  himself 
au^opcn  enemy  to  her  maj.  and  so  worthy  to 
be  contemned  of  all  faithfol  heurtfi.  Yet  there 
is  another  Incenvenieuce  that  riseth  of  this 
>vicked  Rumour:  tlie  utterers  thereof  seem  to 
puf  iatu  our  Leads,  that  the  queen's  maj.  Imth 


conceived  an  e\'il  opinion,  diflidence,  and.mia^ 
trust  iu  us  her  faithful  and  loving  subjects;  for 
if  she  had  not,  her  maj.  would  then  wish  thac 
all  the  tilings,  dangerous  to  herself  shpuld  bo 
laid  open  before  us;  assuring  herself,  that 
loving  subjects,  as  we  are,  would,  without 
schooling  and  direction,  with  careful  minds  to 
our  powers,  prevent  and  wit,hstand  all  pcrila 
Ihat  might  happen  unto  her  maj.  Ana  this 
opinion  I  doubt  not  but  her  maj.  hath,  con-" 
ceivcd  of  us ;  tor  undoubtedly  there  was  never 
prince  that  had  faithfuUer  hearts  than  her 
maj.  hath  here;  and  surely  there  were  ntever 
subjects  had  more  cause  heartily  to  love  their 
priiice  for  her  quiet  govt,  than  wc  have.  So 
that  he  that  raiseth  this  Rumour  still  i&creas- 
eth  but  discredit,  in  seeking  to  sow  sedition  as 
much  as  licth  in  him,  between  our  merciful 
queen  and  us  her  most  loving  and  faithful  sub- 
jects, the  which  by  (3od's  grace  shall  never 
lie  in  his  power,  let  him  spit  out  all  his  ve- 
nom, and  there  withal  shew  out  his  malidouf 
heart ;  yet  I  have  collected  sundry  reasons  to 
prove  this  a  hateful  and  a  detestable  Rumour, 
and  the  utterer  thereof  to  be  ^very  Judas  to 
our  noble  queen ;  therefore,  let  any  hereafter 
take  heed  how  he  publish  it;  for  as  a  very 
Judus  unto  her  mai.  and  an  enemy  to  the 
whole  state,  we  ought  to  accept  him.  Now 
the  other  was  a  Mcssjige,  mr.  Speaker,  brought 
the  last  session  into  the  house  (see  p.  T81)  that 
we  should  not  deal  in  any  Matters  of  Religion,  ■ 
but  first  to  receive  from  the  bishops:  surely^ 
this  WHS  a  doleful  Message;  for  it  was  as  much 
as  to  say,  '  Sirs,  ye  shall  not  deal  in  God's 
causes,  no,  ye  shall  In  no  wise  seek  to  ad^ 
vance  his  glory  ;*  and  in  recompence  of  your 
unkindness,  God  in  his  wrath  will  look  upon 
your  doings,  that  the  chief  cause  that  ye  weca 
called  together  for,  tlje  which  is  the  preservif^ 
tion  of  their  prince,  shall  have  no  good  suc- 
cess: if  some  one  of  this  house  had  presently 
made  Uiis  interpretation  of  thb  said  message, 
had  he  not  seemed  to  have  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy ?  Yet  truly  I  assure  you,  mr.  SpeaJcer, 
tliere  were  divers  of  this  house  that  said,  with 
grievous  hearts,  immediately  upon  the  Mes- 
sage, that  God  of  his  justice  could  not  prosper 
tiie  session ;  and  let  it  be  holden  for  a  princi- 
ple, mr(  Speaker,  that  council  that  com^  not> 
together  in  God's  name,  cannot  prosper ;  for 
God  sfiith,  <  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered 
together,  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst 
among  them.^  Well,  God,  even  the  great 
and  mi|:hty  God,  whom  name  is  the  Lora  of 
Hosts,  ffreat  in  Council,  and  infinite  in  Thoitt^ 
and  who  is  the  only  ^ood  Director  ofall 
Hearts,  was  the  last  session  shut  out  of  doors. 
But  what  fell  out  of  it  forsooth?  Hjs  great 
indignation  was  therefore  poured  upon  thb 
hou^,  for  he  did  put  into  the  queen  s  maj.'s 
heart  to  refuse  good  and  wholesome  laws  for. 
her  own  preservation ;  the  which  caused  many 
faithful  hearts  -for  grief  tp  burst  out  with  sor- 
rowful tears,  and  moved  all  Papists,  traitors, 
to  God  and  her  maj.  who  envy  |food  Christian 
govti  in  their  slcercs  to  laugh  all  the  whote. 
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Pariiaintiit-Iloiise  to  scorn:  and  shall  I  pass 
over  this  weighty  mdttcr  so  slightly?  Nay, 
I  will  dischai^e  my  conscience  and  duties  to 
Ood,  my  prince  and  country.  So  certain  it  is, 
mr.  Sp^er,  that  none  is  without  fault,  no, 
noc  our  noble  queen,  sith  then  her  m^.  hath 
committed  great  fault,  yea  dangerous  f^ulu.  to 
herself.-~Love,  even  perfect  lo.ve,  void  of  dis- 
simulation, will  nojt  suffer  me  to  lude  them  to 
her  maj.'s  peril,l>ut  to  utter Uvun  to  her  raaj.'s 
safety:  and  these  they  are;  it  is  a  dangerous 
thii^  in  a  prince  unkindly  to  abuse  his  or  her 
QDbuity  and  people,  and  it  is  a  danserous 
thing  m  a  prince  to  oppose  or  bend  herself 
against  her  nobilit^r  and  people,  yea  against 
most  loving  and  faithful  nobility  and  people. 
And  how  could  any  prince  more  unkindly  iu- 
treat,  abuse,  oppose  herself  against  her  nobi- 
lity and  people,  than  her  maj.  did  lihe  kst 
pari,  f  Did  she  not  call  it  of  purpose  to  pre- 
vent traiterous  Perils  to  her  Person,  and  for 
no  other  cause  ?  Did  not  her  maj.  send  unto 
Uft  two  bills,  willing  us  to  make  choice  of  that 
we  liked  best  for  her  safety,  and  thereof  to 
make  a  law,  prombing  her  maj.'s  royal  consent 
thereunto?  And  did  we  not  first  choose  the 
one,  and  her  maj.  refused  it;  yielding  no  rca-. 
son,  nay,  yielding  great  reasons  why  she  oueht 
to  have  yielded  to  it?  Yet  did  we  neverthe- 
less receive  the  other,  and  agreeing  to  make  a 
law  thereof,  did  not  her  maj.  in  the  end  refuse 
all  our  traveb?  And  did  not  we,  her  maj.'s 
faithful  nobility  and  subjects,  plainly  and  openly 
decyjpher  oureelves^  unto  her  maj.  ana  our 
hateful  enemies;  and  hat!)  not  her  maj.  lef^ 
ut  aU  open  to  their  revenge  ?  Is  this  a  just 
recompence  in  our  Christian  queen  for  our 
faithful  dealings?  The  heathen  do  requite 
good  for  good :  then  how  much  more  is  it  to 
be  exipected  in  a  Christian  prince^  And  will 
not  this  her  msg.^  handling  think  you,  mr. 
Speaker,  make  cold  dealing  in  any  of  her 
,  mai.'s  subjects  toward  her  again?  I  fear  it 
will.  And  hath,  it  not  caused,  many  already, 
think  vou,  mr.  Speaker,  to  seek  a  salve  for  the 
head  tliat  they  have  broken  ?  I  fear  it  hath, 
and  many  more  will  do  tlie  like  if  it  be  not 
Drerented  in  time.  And  hath  it  not  marvel- 
lously rejoiced  and  encouraged  the  hollow 
hearts  of  her  miy.'s  hateful  enemies  and  trai-. 
terous  subjecu?  Na  doubt  but  it  hath:  and 
I  beseech  God  Umt  her  maj.  may  do  all 
things  that  may  grieve  the  hearts  of  her  ene- 
mies, and  may  joy  the  hearts  that  i^nfeigaedly 
love  her  maj. :  and  I  beseech  the  same  God 
to  endue  her  mi^.  with  his  wisdom,  whereby 
she  mav  discern  faithful  advice  from  traitorous 
sugared  speeches,  and  to  send  her  maj.  a  melt- 
ing yieldiflig  heart  unto  sound  counsel,  that  will 
sbay  noc  stand  for  a  reason :  and  then  her  maj. 
will  stand  when  her  enemies  are  falleti  ^  for  no 
estate  can  s.ta|id>wl^ere  th^.  prince  will  hot  be 
governed  by  advice.  And  I  doubt  not  but 
that  some  of  her  maj.*s  council  have  dealt 
phunly  and  faithfully  with  her  maj.  herein;  if 
any  have,  let  it  be  a  sure  token  to  her  maj.  to 
|aow  cbm  for  mppjoved  lulgectsi  and  who- 


soever they  be  that  did'  p^^ade  her  ropj.  fio. 
unkindly  to  intreat,  abuse,  apd.  to  oppose  her^ 
self  against  her  nobility  an^!  people,  or  com^ 
mend  her  n^aj.  for  so  doing,  l^t  it  be  a  sui^ 
token  to  her  maj.  to  know  them  for^urc  trai* 
tors  and.  uuderminers  of  her  maj.*s  life,  aniV 
remove  them  out  of  her  m^.'s  presence  and; 
favour;  for  the  more  cunning  Uiey  are>  tlie 
more  dangerous  are  they  unto  her  ni9J.    But' 
wa^  this  fUi  F    No,  for  Ood  would  not  vouch- 
sa/e  that  his  Holy  Spirit  should  all  that  6e:>siui\ 
descW  Upon  our  bishops;  so  that  in  thatses- 
siofi  nothing  was  done  to  tlie  advaucctnent  of* 
His  glory.    I  have  heard  of  oi^  Farliament•^ 
Men,  that  the  banishment  of  the  Pope  an^ 
Pbpery,  and  the  Ilestoring  of  true  lUiligion^ 
haa  their  beginning  from  this  house,  and  not^ 
from  the  bishops ;  and  I  have  heard  that  few 
lUiWB  for  Religion  had  their  foundation  frou^ 
them^  and  I  do  surely  think,  before  God  I 
speak  it,  that  the  bishops  were  the  cause  op 
that  doleful>  message;  and  I  will  shen    you 
what  movcth  me.so  to  think:  I  was,  amongst 
others,  the  last  pari,  sent  unto  tl^  bp..  of  Can-, 
terbury,  for  the  Articles  of  Religion,  that  then 
passed  this  house.    He  asked  us,  Why  we  did 
put  out  of  the  Book  the  Articles  for  the  IIo-. 
milies,  Consecrating  of  Bishops,  and  such  like? 
Surely,  sir,  said  I„  because  we  were  so  occii-! 
pied  in  other  matters,  that  we  had  my  time  to' 
examine  them  how  they  agreed  with  tjie  WordJ 
of  God    What,  said  he,  surely  you  mistook' 
the  matter,  you  will  refer  youj^ves  wholly  to, 
to  us  therein?    No,  by  the  fiyith  I  bear  to. 
God,  said  I,  we  will  pass  nothing  before  wa 
understand  what  it  ia;  for  tliat  were  but  to 
make  you  Popes;  make  you  Popes  who  list, 
said  I,  for  we  wkl  make  you  none.    And  sure, 
mr.  Speaker,,  the  speech  seemed  to  me  to  be  a 
Pope^ike  speech,  and  J  fear  lest  our.  bps.  do 
attribute  this  of  the  Pope*^  canons  unto  them«: 
selves,  *  papa  non  potest  errare  ;*  for  sureljr  if 
they  did  i^ot,  they  would  reform  things  amiss, 
and  not  to  spiim  against  God's  people  for 
writing  therein  as  they  do;  but  lean  teQtheni, 
news,  they'do  but  kick  against  the  pricks ;  for 
undoubtedly  they  both  hayc  and  do  err,  and- 
God  will  reveal  ms  truth,  inaui^re  the  hearts  of^ 
them  and-  all  his  enemies;  fbr  great  is  the! 
truth,  and  it  wiU  prevail :.  and'  to  say  the  truth, 
it  is  ah  crrov  u>.  think  that  God's  spirit  is  tied, 
only  to  them  ;•  for  the  heavenly  spirit  saith, 
*  first  seek  the  kingdom  of  God  ana  the  right- 
eousness thereof,,  and  all  the5e  things  (moan- 
ing temporal)  shall  be  given  you.'  These  words 
were  not  spojcen  to  the  ,bps.  o^ly,  bu;  tp  all ; 
and  the  wnt,  mr.  Speaker,  tlia&  we  are  called . 
up  by,  is  chiefly  to  deal  in  Ood'«  cause ;  so 
that  oar  comnussion,  both  firom  God  and  our 
prince,  is  to  deal  in  GckI's  causes :  therefore, 
the  accepting  of  sucb  Messaee.s,  and  taking 
them  in  good  part,  do  highly  offend  God,  and 
is  the  acceptation  of  the  breach  of  the  D-' 
berties  of  tnis  hon.   council;  for  is   it  not 
all  one  thing  to  say,  sirs,  you  shall  deal  in 
such  matters  only,  as  to  say,  you  shall  not 
defd  U^.  9v^  mattcr&i  and  so  as  good  tok^ 
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have  fools  and  flatterers  m  the  house,  m 
men  of  wisdom,  grave  jiudgment,  faithful 
hearts,  and  sincere  consciences;  for  they  be- 
ing taught  what  thev  shall  do,  can  give  their 
consents  as  well  as  the  others :  well,  *  Ue  that 
hath  an  office,'  saith  st.  Paul,  '  let  him  wait 
on  his  office,*  or  give  diligent  atteodaiice  upon 
his  oitice.  It  is  a  great  and  special  part  of  our 
(}uty  and  office,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  maintain  the 
Prcedoin  of  Consultauon  and  Speech ;  for  by 
tlii<,  good  laws  that  do  set  forth  God's  glory, 
nnd  for  the  preservation  of  the  prince  and  state 
arc  made.  Sc.  Paul  in  the  same  place  saith, 
*  Bate  that  which  is  evil,  cleave  uuto  that 
which  is  good  :'  then  with  st.  Paul,  I  do  advise 
you  all  here  present,  yea,  and  heartily  and 
earnestly  desire  vou  from  the  bottom  of  your 
hearts,  to  hate  all  messengers,  taleH:arriers>  or 
any  other  thing  whatsoever  it  be  that  any 
manner  of  way  infiinges  the  Liberties  of  this 
hon.  council ;  yea,  hate  it  or  tbem  as  veno- 
mous and  poison  unto  our  common-wealth, 
for  they  are  Venomous  beasts  that  do  i^se  it ; 
therefore  I  say  again  and  again,  '  Hate  that 
which  is  evil,  and  cleave  unto  that  which  is 
pood ;'  add  this,  being  loving  and  faithful 
hearted,  I  do  wish  to  be  conceived  in  fear  of 
God,  and  of  love  to  our  prince  and  stat« ;  for 
>pre  are  incorporated  into  this  place,  to  serve 
God  and  all  England,  and  not  to  be  time- 
servers,  as  humour-feeders,  as  cancers  that 
would  pierce  the  bone,  or  as  flatterers  that 
would  fain  beguile  all  the  world,  and  so  worthy 
to  be  condemned  both  of  God  and  man ;  but 
let  us  shew  ourselves  a  people  endued  with 
i^th,  I  mean  witli  a  hvely  faith,  that  brineeth 
^rth  good  works,  and  not' as  dead.  And  these 
good  works  I  wish  to  break  forth  in  this  sort, 
not  only  in  hatin|[  the  enemies  before-spoken 
•gainst,  but  also  m  open  reproving  them  as 
^emics  to  God,  our  prince  and  state  that  do 
^ise  tbem,  for  they  are  so.  Therefore  I  would 
have  none  spared  or  forborn  that  shall  from 
hcnccfortl)  onend  Itercin,  of  what  calling  so- 
ever he  be,  for  the  higher  ^lace  he  hath,  the 
more  harm  he  may  do ;  therefore^  if  he  will 
not  eschew  oflfences,  the  hisher  I  wish  him 
hanged.  I  speak  this  in  cbanty,  mr.  Speaker, 
hr  it  is  better  that  one  should  be  hanged,  than 
that  this  noble  slate  should  be  subverted  ;  well, 
I  pray  God  with  all  my  heart,  to  turn  tht 
heurts  of  all  the  enemies  of  our  prince  and 
state,  and  to  forgive  them  tlmt  wherein  they 
have  offended,  yea,  and  to  give  them  grace  to 
offend  therein  no  more;  even  to  I  do  bearttly 
beseech  God  to  fomve  us  for  holding  our 
^ace  when  we  haveneard  nny  injury  olered 
to  thb  hon.  council ;  for  surely  it  is  no  small 
offence,  mr.  Speaker,  for  we  offend  therein 
Mainst  God,  our  prince  and  state,  and  abuse 
the  confidence  by  them  reposed  in  us.  Where- 
fore God  for  his  great  mercies  8«ke,  grant  that 
we  may  from  henceforth  slicw  ourselves  nei- 
ther bastards  nor  dastards  therein,  but  that  as 
riphtly-begotten  children,,  we  may  sharply  and 
boldly  reprove  God's  enemies,  our  princes  and  I 
Itate;  and  so  shall  everj  oae  of  os  diid^w^J 


our  duties  in  diis  our  high  oAoe.  «teMi  hm 
hath  placed  4is»  aad  shew  ourasms  hsMers  •f 
evil,  and  dealers  to  th«t  that  is  good,  to  tk^ 
setting  fiMth  of  God's  gbry  and  boooar,  and  Co 
the  pressrvatioQ  of  our  Bofaie  queen  aod  cam* 
monwealth;  for  thase  are  the  marks  that  w» 
ought  only  in  this  place  to  shoot  at.  I  aia 
thus  earnest,  I  take  God  to  witness,  for  eon* 
science  sake,  kyre  uato  mypriaceaod  co«s- 
monweokh,  aod  for  the  adnBtceoMot  of  iua^ 
tice;  for  <  justice,'  saith  an  aotiont  Fathar, 
<  is  the  prince  of  all  virtoas,  vaa,  the  safe  and 
faithful  gaard  of  manS  lifis,  mr  by  k  emmi«s» 
kingdopifi,  people,  aad  cities  be  go^'amed,  tha 
which  if  it  be  taken  away,  the  socie^  of  naa 
cannot  long  endure*'  And  a  king,  ssith  Sol^ 
mon,  <  that  sitteth  in  the  thfsoe  of  jadgmaat, 
and  looketh  well  about  him,  chasetn  away  ail 
evil:'  in  the  which  stato  aod  throao,  God  fbr 
his  great  mercies  sake,  (pant  that  our  nobia 

Jiuecn  may  be  heartily  vigdant  and  watchful  t 
or  surely  there  was  a  great  fanlt  ooBarfittaa 
both  in  the  last  pari,  and  since  also  that  was, 
as  faithful  hearU  as  any  were  anto  the  prioca 
and  state,  received  most  displeasure,  tba  which 
is  but  an  hard  point  in  policy,  to  anoooray 
the  enemy,  to  discourage  the  fiuthfol-haartad, 
who  of  fervent  love  cannot  dissemble,  bat 
follow  the  rule  of  st.  Paul,  who  saith,  *  Lai 
love  be  without  dissimalation.''— Now  to  ana* 
ther  great  faalt  I  found  the  last  pari,  commitssd 
by  some  of  this  house  also,  the  whkh  I  would 
desire  of  them  all  might  be  lefi;  I  have  seen 
right  good  men  in  other  causes,  although  I  M 
dislike  them  in  that  doing,  sit  in  an  evil  mau 
ter  against  which  they  had  most  eamastl^ 
spoken:  I  mused  at  It,  and  asked  what  u 
meant,  for  I  do  think  it  a  shameful  thing  to 
serve  God,  their  prince  or  country,  with  the 
tongue  only,  and  not  with  the  heait  and  body. 
I  was  answered  that  it  was  a  connaon  policy 
in  this  house,  to  mark  the  best  sort  of  the  sanas, 
and  either  to  sit  or  arise  with  them ;  tliat  same 
common  policy,  I  would  gladly  have  banished 
this  house,  and  have  grafted  in  the  stead  there* 
of,  either  to  rise  or  sit  as  the  matter  giveth 
cause :  *  for  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  behofcl  aH  the 
earth,  to  strengthen  all  the  hearts  of  them  that 
are  whole  with  him.'  Tl»se  be  God's  own 
words,  n>ark  them  well,  I  heartily  beseech  yen 
all;  for  Gad  will  not  receive  hal^^part,  he  will 
have  the  whole.  And  agmn,  be  midiketh 
these  two-faced  gentlemen,  and  here  be  maay 
eyes  that  will  to  their  grefkt  shame  hehoU  their 
double  dealing  that  use  it.— Thus  I  have  hoidea 
y]Ou  long  with  my  rode  speech;  the  which 
since  it  tendeth  wholly  with  pare  cooscieoce  to 
seek  the  advancement  of  God's  glory,  our  hon. 
sovereign's  safe^,  and  to  the  sore  defoate  of 
this  noble  isle  of  Englasid,  aod  aH  by  viaiatain- 
ikig  of  the  Liberties  of  this  hon.  oamicil,  the 
fountain  from  whenoe aU  these  do  snriagt  ay 
humble  and  haaitjr  suit  unto  you  all  is,  lo  ac* 
cepttoy  good-win,  and  that  this  that  I  have- 
here  spoken  out  of  conseieooa  and  gsasaaaal 
tinto  my  prince  and  state,  may  net  ha  haiisd  m 
thtpttof  ohbnDiii  wd  sosagaad  I 
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fit  kk  SpmckA  Upoa  this  tpeecfay  >iays  tbe 
JuBniftlMty  the  Uooae  out  of  a  reverent  regaid 
of  lier  MJ.'s  bonour,  stopped  hit  iurtber.  pn>- 
MMliiif  bc«>r^  he  had  ^y  finished.  The 
iiesiegc  Mr.  Wentworth  meant  and  intended, 
«ras  that  which  was  sent  by  her  um^.  to  the 
Cooiaonsy  in  the  14th  year  of  her  rei^,  upon 
^  Uie-SSth  day  of  May,  hy  sir  Francis  Knoiles, 
'  let.  iobihiting  thom,  for  a  certain  time,  to  treat 
•r  deal  in  the  natter  touching  the  Scottish 
l|aeon,  (see  p.  782.).— Mr^  Wcntworth  being 
•eqneaiered  me  hotue  for  his  said  speech,  it 
was  agreed  and  ordered  by  the  Hoose  upon  the 
^ocstion  (after  sundry  motions  and  disputati- 
oni  had  therein)  that  he  should  be  presently 
f^ommitted  to  the  Serje^mt's  ward  as  prisoner; 
imd  so  remaining,  sliould  be  examined  npoo 
his  said  speech,  for  the  extannatiu^  of  his 
inek  therem,  by 'a  Committee  consistmg  of  all 
the  PiWy  Council  being  of  this  hoose,  and 
Cither  members. 

Mit.  W^nt^orthU  Exammation  brfort  tia 
CeMumf^cf.]  Neu  follows  mr.  Wentworth'b 
own  account  of  his  Examination^  before  the 
Committee,  •£  follows  ^— 

C&mmttee,  ^  Wbero  is  your  late  ^etch 
you  promised  to  deliver  in  writing?  WenU 
worth,  Uere  it  is,  and  I  deliver  it  npen  S  oon- 

Sons :  the  1st  is,  that  you  shall  peruse  it  all, 
I  if  you  can  fold  any  want  of  food-^ill  to 
my  prince  -and  state  in  any  part  thereof,  let 
■to  answer  all  as  if  I  had  uttered  ail.  The  2nd 
is,  that  von  shall  deUver  it  unto  the  queen'b 
maj.;  ifbermaj.  or  you  of  her  privyHHmncil, 
can  find  any  want  of  love  to  her  maj.  or  the 
itate  therein  also ;  let  me  answer  it.^-<Com. 
We  will  deal  with  no '  more  than  you  ottered 
in  the  house.  Went.  Your  honours  cannot  re- 
tam  to  deliver  it  to  her  maj.  for  I  do  send  it  ^ 
her  miu.  as  my  heart  and  mind,  knowing  it 
vriU  d9  her  maj.  good ;  it  will  hurt  no  man  but 
aByself.--Com.  &eiug  your  desire  is  to  liave 
us  deliver  it  to  her  maj.  we  will  deliver  it. 
Weht.  I  humbly  reanire  your  honours  so  to  do. 
«— Then  the  speech  bemg  read,  they  said, 
Com.  Here  you  have  uttered  certain  rumoun 
ef  the  queen's  mi^. :  where  and  of  whom  heard 
yon  thcun.^  Went.  If  your  honours  ask  me  as 
tomsellors  to  her  maj.  you  shall  pardon  me  ;  I 
#ill  make  you  no  answer :  I  will  do  no  such 
i^ury  to  the-  piact  firom  whence  I  came ;  for  I 
nm  now  no  private  person,  I  am  a  pubhc,  and 
4  fXMBcellor  to  the  whole  state,  in  that  place, 
where  it  is  lawfol  for  me  to  speak  my  mind 
freely ;  and  not  for  yqn,  ae  counsellors,  to  call 
SM  to  accemtf  for  any  thing  that  X  do  speak  in 
the'  house;  and  therefore  if  vou  aik  me  as 
coanseilors  to  her  nu^.  von  mil  pardon  me,  I 
iriii  make  no  ailswer;  but  H  yon  ask  toe  as 
Committees  from  the  bouse,  I  will  make  yna 
the  best  anewer  I  can.— *Com.  We  ask  jon  as 
committees  firom  fibe  house.  Wtau  IwiUthen 
mmwtr  yon ;  and  the  willinger  for  that  mine 
wswor  will  be  in  some  part  to  imperfect  at  of 
■Massity  it  vfmi  \ft,  Toor  qoescioa  oonsifteth 
^thM  ^^0^  Whmaad  qf  mbom  I 


heard  those  nimoars?    The   place  where  I 
heard  them  was  the  Parliament  House ;  but  of 
whom,  I  asfure  you,  I  cannot  tell.— rCom.  Thie 
it  no  anrver  to  .say,  ^ou  cannot  tell  of  whom, 
neither  will  we  take  it  for  any.    Went.  Truhf 
yqpr  honouif  must  needs  take  it  for  an  ^pnswer* 
wpen  I  can  make  vou  no  belter.    Cion,  Be- 
like you  have  heard  some  speeches,  in  the  towa, 
of  her  mi^.^  misliking  of  religion  and  succes- 
sion ;  you  are  loth  to  utter  ot  whoin,  and  did 
ate   tpeeches   thereupon.      Went,   1   assure 
7our  bououn  I  can  shew  you  that  speech, 
at  my  own  house,  written  with  my  hand  two 
w  three  years  f^.    So  thht  you  may  thei«- 
by  j^^8^  that  I   did  not  speak  it  of  any 
thing  that  I  heard  since  I  came  to  town.-*- 
Com.  Tou  have  answered   that,    but  wbei^ 
heard  yon  it  then.     Went.  If  your  honours  do 
think  I  speak  for  excuse-sake,  let  this  satisfy 
yon :  I  protest  before  ihe  living  God  I  cannot 
tell  of  whom  I  heard  these  rumours;  yet  I  do 
yeriljF  think  that  I  heard  them  of  a  hui.  Jred  or 
two  in  the  lioutc.'-^-Coin.  Then  of  so  many^ 
yon  eto^  name  totee.    Went.  No  surely,  he- 
cause  it  was  so  general  a  speech,  I  marked^ 
none;  neither  do  men  mark  speakers  con^ 
moniy  when   they  be  general:  and  I  assutti 
you  if  I  oould  tell,  I  would  ilkot.    For  I  will 
never  utter  any  tlung  told  me,  to  the  hurt  of 
an3r  nmn,  when  I  am  not  enforced  thereunto, 
as  in  this  case  I  may  chuse.    Yet  1  would  deal 
plainly  with  you,  for  I  would  tell  your  honouiv 
so,  and  if  ^nr  honoon  do  not  credit  me,  I  will 
voluntarily  take  an  oath,  it  you  offer  me  a  book, 
that  I  cannot  tell  of  whom  I  heard  those  nt* 
mours.    But  if  yop  offer  me  an  Oath  of  yout 
authorities,  I  will  refose  it ;  because  I  will  d«> 
nodiing  to  infringe  the  Ijberties  of  the  House. 
But  what  need  X  to  use  these  speeches  ?  h  will 
give  you  an  instance,  whereupon  I  heard  these 
rumours  to  voor  satisfying,  even  such  a  one^ 
ns  if  you  will  speak  the  truth,  you  shalfcon- 
fins^  that  you  heard  the  samcf  as  well  as  !.-« 
Com.  In  so  doinz  we  will  be*satisfied:  What 
is  that  f  Went.  The  last  parl^eut  [by  which 
it  may  be  conceived  he  meant  aaa  intended 
that  pari,  in  An.  13  {leg.  Elix.]  he  that  k  noW 
Speaker  [viz.  Bah,  BeUj  esq.  who  was  also 
Speaker  in  the  first  session  of  this  present  pari.' 
in  An.  14  Reg.  cjusdem]  uttered  a  very  good 
speech  for  the  calling  in  of  certain  Liceneoi 
ipranted  to  4  courtiers,  to  the  nttc^  undoing' of 
6  or  8000  of  the  oueen's  shhjtets.  This  spMoU 
wat  so  disliked  or  some  of  the  council,  tliat  he 
was  tent  for ;  and  so  hardly  dealt  with,  ttmt  he] 
came  into  the  house  with  such  an  amaied* 
countenance,  (htk  it  daunted  all  the  house  in 
such  sort;  that  for  10,  It,  or  16  days,  there 
was  nob~tme  in  the  hoose  tiiat  durst  deal  in 
«ny  matter  of  importance.    And  in  those  sim- 
ple matters  that  aey  dcak  in,  thev  spent  more 
words 'and  time  in  their  preamble,  reqairin^ 
that  they  might  not  be  nustaken,  than  they 
did  in  the  matter  they  spake  unto.    This  in- 
convenieace  new  onto  the  house  by  the  cou*« 
dls  hard  haodlni  of  the  said  ^^  member, 
<rhoretyon ,  that  mmmit  yrew  m  the  lmm< 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


r05]       PARL.  HISTORY,  18  Elizabstv.  VSti^Mr.  WmlwoiihH  Emminatum.       [l 

'  Sirs,  you  may  not  speak  agaiost  Licences,  the 
*  «ueeii'8  maj.  will  be  angry,  the  Privy-Council 
too  will  be  angry  ;*  and  this  nunour  I  suppose 
.  there  is  not  one  of  you  Iiere  .but  heard  it  as 
Veil  as  I.  I  beseech  your  honours  discharge 
your  consciences  herein  as  I  do. — Com.  We 
heard  it,  we  confess,  and  y<)u  have  si^Isfied  us 
in  tins;  but  how  sa^  you  to  the  hard  interpret 
tation  you  made  of  the  message  that  was  sent 
into  the  house?  [The  words  were  recited.^ 
*  We  assure  you  we  never  heard  a  harder  ia- 
terpretation  of  a  message.'  Went.  I  beseech 
^our  honours,  first,  was  tjiere  not  such  a  mes- 
sage sent  unto  the  house  ? — Com.  We  gra|it 
that  there  was.  Went.  Then  I  trust  you  will 
bear  me  record  that  I  made  it  not ;  and  I  an- 
swer you  that  so  hard  a  message  could  not 
have  too  hard  nn  interpretation  made  by  the 
wisest  man  in  England.  For,  ican  there  by 
Any  possible*'means  he  sent  a  harder  message 
to  a  couucil  gathered  together  to  serve  GckI, 
than  t  •  say,  *  You  shall  not  seek  to  advance 
the  glory  of  God  ?'  I  am  of  this  opinion  that 
there  cannot  be  a  more  wicked  message  than 
it  was. — Com.  You  may  not  speak  against 
.messages,  for  none  sendeth  them  but  the 
ijueen's  ma).  Went.  I f  the  messa^  be  against 
the  glory  of  God,  against  the  prmcels  safety, 
-or  against  the  Liberty  of  this  Pariiaracnt-Uouse 
whereby  the  state  is  maintained,  I  neither  may 
Aor  will  ho!d  my  peace.  I  cannot  in  so  doing 
discharge  my  conscience,  whosoever  doth  send 
it.  And  I  say,  that  I  heartily  repent  me,  for 
(that  I  liave  hitherto  held  my  peace  in  these 
fauses,  and  I  do  promise  you  all,  if  God  for- 
sake me  not,  that  I  will  never,  during  life, 
Jiold  my  tongue,  if  any  message  is  sent,  where- 
in God  is  dishonoured,  the  prince  perilled,  or 
the  Liberties  of  the  pari,  impeached;  and 
every  one  of  you  here  present  ought  to  repent 
you  of  these  faults,  and  to  amend  them. — 
Com-  It  is  no  new  precedent  to  have  the 
^wince  to  send  messages.  [Then  were  two  or 
three  messages  recited,  sent,  by  two  or  three 
pj-inees.]  Went.  3irs,  said  I,  you  do  very  evil 
|o  alledgc  precedents  in  this  order.  You  ought 
to  allcdge  good  precede iits  to  comfort  and  em- 
^Kilden  men  in  good  doinp,  and  evil  precedents 
to  discourage  and  terrify  nien  to  do  evil. — 
Com.  But  what  meant  you  to  nmke  so  hard 
interpittatign  of  messages  ?  Wenu  Surely  I 
inarvel  what  you  mean  by  asking  this  r|uestion. 
]fiave  I  not  said,  so  hard  a  message  could  not 
have  too  hard  an  interpretation  :  and  have  I 
pot  set  down  tlie  reason  that  moved  me  in  my 
Speech,  that  is  to  say,  that  for  the  reoeivins 
and  accepting  that  message,  God  has  poured 
so  great  mdisnation  upon  us,  that  he  put  int»  | 
the  queen's  heart  to  rc6^  good  and  whole^  | 
some  laws  for  her  own  preservation ;  which  : 
caused  many  loving  and  &ithfu]  hearts,  for 
grief,  to  buret  out  with  sorrowful  tears ;  and  I 
moved  all  P^ipista,  traitors  to  God,  to  her  ma>.  | 
and  io  every  good  Christian  govt,  in  them- 1 
sleeves  to  laugh  the  whole  Parliaiment^House  j 
to  scorn.  Have  I  not  thus  said  ?  and  do  not  | 
jour  l^ours  think  it  did  so  ?— Com.   Xes^  j 


truly.  Bat  how  durst  you  say,  that  the  qiwen 
had  unkindly  abused  herselt  against,  the  ntK 
hiltty  and  peopled  Went.  I  beseech  your 
honours,  teU  me  how  far  you  can  stretch  tiMStt 
words  of  her  unkindly  abusing  and  opposins 
herself  against  her  maj.'s  nobility  and  people  r 
Can  you  apply  them  any  further  than  I  baira 
applied  them,  that  is  to  say,  in  that  her  ma^, 
called  the  pari,  oi'  purpose  to  prevent  Creito-' 
rous  Perils  to  her  person,,  and  for  tu^  other 
cause ;  and  in  that  her  miy.  did  ^end  uoto  nm 
9.  bills  willing  us  to  take  our  choic^e  of  that  w« 
iikcd  best  for  liermnj.'s  safety,  and  theieof  to 
make  a  law  promising  her  royal  consent  there- 
unto ;  and  did  we  not  hrst  cause  the  one,  ^nd 
her  maj.  refused  it?  yet  did  not  we  neverthe- 
less receive  tl)e  other }  and  agreeing  to  inako 
a  law  thereof,  did  not  ber  maj.  in  tiie  end,  re* 
fuse  all  our  travels  ?  And  did  not  the  Lord* 
Keeper,  in  her  maj.'s  presence,  in  the  begtn* 
ning  of  the  pari,  shew  this  to  be  the  occasion 
that  we  were  called  together  ?  And  did  not 
her  maj.  in  tlie  end  of  the  pari,  refuse  all  our 
tcavcls  ?  Is  not  this  known  to  all  here  pra* 
sent,  and  to  all  the  Parliament-House  atto  ? 
I  beseech  your  honours  disclmrge  your  con* 
sciences  herein,  and  utter  your  knowledge 
simply  as  I  do ;  for  in  truth  herein  her  maf, 
did  abuse  her  nobility  and  subjects,  and  did 
oppose  herself  against  them  by  the  way  of  ad- 
vice.— Com.  Surely  we  cannot  deny  it;  yon 
say  the  truth.  Went.  Then  I  beseech  your 
honours  slicw  me  if  it  were  not  a  dangerous 
doing  to  her  maj.  in  these  3  respects.  Isc,  m 
weakening,  wounding,  and  disG9uraging  the. 
hesarts  of  her  moj.'s  loving  and  faitkful  sub* 
jects,  thereby  to  make  them  the  less  able  or 
the  more  fearful  and  unwilling  to  serve  her  . 
maj.  another  time.  On  the  otlier  side,  was  it 
not  a  raistng-up  and  encouraginr  the  benrts 
of  her  maj.'s  hateful  enemies  to  adventure  an^^ 
desperate  enterprise  to  her  instj.'s  peril  and 
danger? — Com.  We  cannot  deny  bnt  diat  it 
was  very  dangerous  to  her  maj.  in  those  re« 
spects.  Went.  Then  why  do  your  honours 
ask  how  I  dare  tell  a  truth,  to  give  the  qttee» 
warning  to  avoid  her  danger? — I  answer  you 
thus,  I  do  thank  the  Lord  my  God,  that  I  no* 
rer  found  fear  in  myself  to  give  the  queen^s 
mi\j.  warning  to  avoid  her  danger;  be  you  all 
afraid  thereof  if  you  will,  for  I  praise  God  I 
am  not,  and  I  hope  never  to  live  to  see  that 
day ;  .and  yet  I  will  assure  your  honour,  that 
20  times  and  more,  when  I  walked  in  my 
grounds,  revolving  this  speech  to  prepare 
against  this  day,  my  own  .fearful  conceit  did 
say  unto  mc,  that  this  speech  would  carry  me 
to  the  place  whither  I  shall  now  gOi  and  fear 
wrould  have  moved  me  to  have  put  it  ont;, 
then  I  weighed  whether  in  ^ood  conscienoey 
and  the  duty  of  a  faithful  subjeot,  I  might  keep^ 
myself  out  of  prison,  and  not  to  warn  n^ 
prinoe.  from  walking  in  a.  dangerous  cousse} 
my  conscience  said  unto  me,  tmU  I  could  not 
he  a  fiuthful  subject^  if  I  did  more  respect  to. 
avoid  my  own  dai^r  than  my  princes  da*\ 
^cr.    Heto  withal  I  v^s  quide  ^d^  and  weni^ 
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"SAwud  as  your  boh«an  heard;  vet  when  I 
littered  those  words  in  the  bouse/  that  there 
wikt  none  without  fauh,  no  not  our  noble 
^ueen;  I  paused  and  belield  all  your  counte- 
nances, and  saw  plainly  that  those  words  did 
aniase«you  ail;  then  I  wasalraid  with  you  for 
ooapany,  and  fear  bade  me  to  put  out  tiiose 
words  dbat  followed;  for  your  countenances 
did  assure  me,  that  not  one  of  you  would  stay 
Bie  of  my  journey;  yet  the  consideration  of 
a  good  conscience,  and  of  a  faithful  subject, 
did  make  me  bold  to  utter  it  in  such  sore  as 

rmr  honours  heard ;  with  this  heart  and  mind 
spake  it^  and  I  praise  God  for  it ;  and  if  it 

were  to  do  again  I  would  with  the  same  mind 

•peak  it  again. — Com.  Yea,  but  you  might 

bare  uttered  it  in  better  terms :  why  did  you 

not  so?    Went.  Would  you  have  me  to  have 

done  as  you  of  her  maj.'s  privy  council  do,  to 

utter  a  weighty  matter  in  such  terms  as  she 

lixwld  not  have  understood?  To  have  made  a 

fiwit,  dien,  it  would  have  done  her  maj.  no 

good,  and  ray  intent  was  to  do  her  good. — 

Coni.  Yott  have  answered  us.    Went,  Then  I 

praise  God  for  it;  and,  as  I  made  a  courtesy, 

mr.  Secklbrd  spake  these  words:   Com.  Mr. 

Wentworth  will  never  acknowledge  himself  to 

make  a  fault,  nor  sa^  that  he  is  Si^ry  for  any 

thing  that  he  doth  speak ;  you  shall  hear  none 

af  these  things  come  out  ot  his  mouth.    Went. 

Mr.  Seckfon^  I  will  never  confess  that  to  be  a 

Ikuk,  to  love  the  queen's  maj.  while  I  live ; 

neither  will  I  be  sorry  for  giving  her  maj. 

warning,  to  avoid  danger,  while  the  breath  is 

in  my  body:  if  you  do  think  it  a  fault  to  love 

her  maj.  or  to  be  sorry  that  her  ma),  should 
llave  warning  to  avoid  her  danger,  say  so ;  for 
I  cannot.  Speak  for  yourself,  mr.  Seckford.'' 
Mr,  Wenlwortk  commtted  to  the  2 barer.] 
iTefa.  9th,  Mr.  Treasurer,  in  th^  name  of  the 
Committee  yesterday  appointed  for  the  Ex- 
amination of  Peter  Wentworth,  burgess  for 
Tregony,  declared,  *  That  tlie  said  Coramif tee 
did  meet  yesterday  in  the  afternoon,  in  the 
5tar-Chamber,  according  to  their  Commission ; 
and  theix  examining  the  said  Peter  Wentworth, 
concerning  the  violent  and  wicked  words,  yes- 
terday pronounced  by  him,  in  this  house,  touch- 
ing the  queen's  maj.  made  a  collection  of  the 
same  words;  which  words  so  collected,  the 
taid  P.  Wentworth  did  acknowledge  and  con- 
fess. And  then,  did  the  said  mr.  Treasurer 
read  unto  the  house  the  said  Note  of  collec- 
tion; which  being  read,  be  declared  further, 
That  the  said  P.  Wentworth  being  examined, 
what  he  could  say  £br  the  Extenuating  of  his 
said  fault  and  ofience,  could  neither  say  any 
thing  at  all  to  that  purpose,  neither  yet  did 
<^harge  any  other  person  as  author  of  his  said 
speech,  but  did  take  all  the  burthen  thereof 
unto  himself.T-And  the  said  mr.  Treasurer 
thereupon  moved  for  his  punishment^  and  im- 
prisonment in  the  Tower,  as  the  house  should 
think  good  and  consider  of:  whereupon,  after 
sundry  disputations  and  speeches,  it  was  or* 
dered,  upon  the  question,  that  the  said  P.  Went- 
woith  j^iould  be  committed  dose  prisoner  to  the. 


'  Tower,  for  his  offence,  there  to  remain  until 
such  time  as  tliis  house  should  have  further: 
consideration  of  him.  And  thereupon  imme- 
diately the  s^id  P.  Wentworth,  beiug  brought 
to  the  bar  by  the  serjeant,  received  his  said 
judgment  accordingly,  by  the  mouth  of  mr. 
Speaker,  in  form  abyyc  recited.  And  so 
mr.  JLicuteiiant  of  the  Tower  was  presently 
charged  with  the  custody  of  the  said  r.  Weni- 
wortn/ — The  afiisur  of  his  enlaigcment  from 
the  Tower,  will  appear  in  the  sequel.  . 

On  the  same  day,  tlic  house  came  to  thii» 
resolution,  *<  That  if  any  person,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same,  was  employed  in  tlie  scnice 
of  embassage,  or  in  execution,  or  visited  with 
sickness,  he  shall  not  Io!:c  his  seat  in  tlie  house, 
nor  any  other  be  elected  for  it,  duiiug  such 
tiiuc  of  service,  execution,  or  sickness.*'  Also, 
the  lord  Kussd,  son  and  heir  to  the  earl  of 
Bedford,  burgess  for  Bridport,  in  the  county  of 
Dorset,  was  ordered  to  contiiuie  a  member  of^ 
that  house;  notwithstanding  the  new-^acquircd 
earldom  of  his  father. 

Sir  W,   MUdmays  Speech  for  a  Subfiidj/.J^ 
Feb.  10,  Sir  Walter  Miklmay,  Chancellor  ot 
the  Exchequer,  on  the  motion  for  a  Grant  of  a 
Subsidy  to  her  majesty,  spoke  as  follows: — 
Mr.  Speaker,  **  That  in  the  beginning  of  this 
our  meeting  such  matters  as  be  of  importance 
may  be  thought  on  in  time,  1  am  bold  with 
your  favours  to  move  you  of  one  that,  in  luy 
opinion,  is  both  of  moment  and  of  necessity. 
To  the  end,  if  you  likewise  find  tlio  same  to 
be  so,  you  may  commit  it  further  to  the  consi- 
deration of  such  as  you  shall  think  couveuicnt. 
— And  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of  that 
which  I  shall  propound,  it  is  requisite  that  I 
put  you  in  remembrance,  1st,  how  the  queen 
found  the  realm  ;  next,  how  she  hath  restored 
and  conserved  it;  and,  3dly,  how  we  stand 
now.    Touching  the  fii*st,  no  man  c;ui  be  ig^ 
norant  how  that  our  most  gracious  queen,  v^ 
her  entering,  found  this  noble  realm,  by  reason 
of  the  evil  govt,  preceding,  miserably  over- 
whelmed with  popery,    dangerously  afflicted 
with  war,  and  grievously  loaded  with  Debts ; 
the  burthen  of^  which   three  cannot  be  re- 
membered witliout  grief,  especially  if  we  cull 
to  mind  how  this  kingdom,  being  utterly  de- 
livered from  the  usurped  tvranuy  of  liume, 
and  that  many  years  to^ethel* ;   was,  never- 
thekss,  by  the  iniquity  of  later  time,  brought 
back  again  into  the  former  captivity,  to  d)e 
great  thraldom  both  of  body  and  soul  of  aH 
the  people  of  this  land.    A  wretched  time, 
and  wretched  ministers,  to   bring  to  pass  so 
wretched  and  wicked  an  act  to  strengthen  thit . 
bondage  of  Rome,     We  saw  how  there  was 
brought  hither  a  strong  nation  to  press  our 
necks  again  into  the  y6ke;  terrible  tliis  wae, 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this   land,  and  so 
would  have  proved,  if  their  abode  had  been 
here  so  long,  as  was  to  be  feared  from  them  ; 
for  by  their  occasion  came  the  War  that,  we 
entered  into  with  France  and  ScoUaiid,  and 
not  upon  any  quarrel  of  our  own ;  but  to  help 
th«miforward  to  their  great  advmitujr,  and 
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our  great  Ion  tuid  sham« ;  by  means  whttcof/ 
sad  of  otber  dttorden,  the  lealm  grew  iato 
jreat  Debt  both  at  home  and  abrOMl,  and  so 
was  lef^  to  the  intolerable  loss  and  chacge  of 
Ittr  maj.  and  the  sute.  The  realm  being  thus 
miserably  oppressed  with  Popery,  wkh  War^ 
«nd  with  Debts,  the  queen,  our  most  gradous 
sovereign,  hath  thus  restored  and  eonservad 
it;  she  bath  delivered  us  from  the  tyrannous 
Toke  of  Rome,  and  restored  agata  the  most 
lK>ly  relig^n  of  the^  gospel,  not  slacking  any 
time  therein ;  but  even,  at  the  first,  doing  that 
which  wa9  for  the  honour  of  God,  to  the  un- 
speakable joy  of  all  good  sobiects.-^But  ad- 
venturing thereby  the  malice  of  the  mighty 
princes  of  the  world,  her  neighbours  Ming 
enemies  of  our  relij^ion ;  whereby  it  did  appear 
how  much  she  preferred  the  plory  of  our  God 
before  her  own  quietness:  this  done,  she  made 
peace  with  Prance  and  Scotland,  the  one  a 
nighty  nation,  the  other,  though  not  so  po- 
tent, yet  in  regard  of  their  nearness  and  of 
their  habitation  with  us  upon  our  continent, 
more  dangerous  ?  which  may  easily  appear  bv 
consideratton  of  former  times,  wherein  it  bath 
been  seen  how  dangerous  Scottish  wan  have 
proved  to  this  realm  above  those  of  any  other 
nation.  But  such  hath  been  the' Providence 
of  our  gracious  Queen,  as  the  Peace  with 
Scotland  which,  in  times  past  was  found  very 
tickle,  is  now  become  so  6rm  as  in  no  age 
Uiere  hath  been  so  long  and  so  good  peace 
between  them  and  us. — And  that  is  brought  to 
pass  the  rather  for  that  her  maj.  by  two  notable 

exploits  with  her  forces,  the  one  to  Leith,  and 

another  to  Bdinbnrgh-Castle,  hath  both  (quieted 

that  realm,  and  taken  away  all  occasions  of 

hostility  that  might  arise  against  this  countir; 

also  by  the  first  delivering  Scotland  firom  the 

French  vfhkh  had  so  great  a  footing  there,  as, 

without  aid  from  hence  they  must  needs  in 

short  time  have  tyrannized  over  that  country 

to  their  perpetual  ser\dtude,  and  to  the  peril 

also  of  this  country,  being  so  near  tlicro,  and 

they  so  ill  neighbours  to  dwell  by.    And  by 

the  2d,  ending  and  putting  out  the  fire  of  the 

civil  wars,  amon^  them,  to  the  preservation 

of  their  young  king,  and  the  perpetual  quiet- 
ness of  that  realm,  both  which  as  they  have 

brought  unto  her  maj.  great  and  immortal  ho- 
nour and  renown,  and  to  tliis  country  and 

that,  peace  and  surety:  so  you  cannot  bot 

think  therewith  upon  the  Charges  which  ne- 
cessarily follow  two  such  jouri|ies  furnished  by 

land  and  sea,  as  for  the  atcliieving  of  so  streat 

enterprizes  was  requisite.    What  her  maj  .hath 

done  besides,  for  the  suppressing  of  a  dan- 
gerous and  unnatural  Rebellion  practised  by 

the  Pope,  t!;e  most  principal  and  malidout 

enemy  of  tliis  state,  smd  put  in  ure  by  certain 

undutifUl  subjects  in  the  north  parts  of  this 

realm,  was  seen  so  late,  even  in  your  vitfw, 

as  it  needcth  not  to  be  remembered ;  neither 

the  Charge  that  bebn}:;cth  to  a  matter  of  s«cb 

importance,  as  did  threaten  the  utter  rain 

to  our  most  gracious  soveveicn,  and  to  all 

tha   people  of  thia    iaad^    if  Cod,  of  his 


meiey,  had  not  pwvanfd  it^-^NotvitlMMidft 
ing^  all   which   oostly   joaniiasy   bath   iafoi 
Stttland  and  within  the  reaba,  her  msjestf 
bach  most   careAdly   and    providendy  dab- 
verad  this  kingdom  Rom  a  great  and  weUltjr 
debt,  wherewith  it  hath  been  long  barthdnacL 
A  Debt  began  4  years^  at  least,  befora  tha 
death  of  Henry  VIIL  and  not  cleared  aatil 
within  these  %  years;  and  all  that  wfaitt  nt»« 
niag  upon  interest;  a  course  able  ttf  eat  a^ 
not  only  private  men  and  their  patrimaiuej^ 
but  also  princes  and  their  estates;  botaodi 
hath  been  the  oare  of  this  time,  as  her  ma), 
and  the  state  is  clearly  fireed  from  that  ^attMf 
oorrosive;  the  truth  whereof  mav  be  testtfiea 
by  the  citizens  of  London,  whose  bonds,  mider 
tne  common-seal  of  the  city,  of  assnranca  o# 
payment  being  usaally  given  and  renewed,  and, 
wmch  have  hanged  so  many  veart  to  their 
great  danger,  and  to  the  peril  of  the  wM« 
traffidc,  are  now  all  discharfed,  cance^ted,  ami 
delivered  iato  the  ChamlMr  oi  London,  t» 
their  own  hands.     Bj  meaas  wheveof  iha 
realm  is  not  only  acqmtted  of  this  great  bur- 
then,  and  the  merchants  free,  hot  also  her 
mf^.'s  credit  thereby  both  at  home  and  abroail 
greater  than  any  other  prince  for  moaey,  if 
she  have  need ;  and  so  m  reason  it  owht  to 
be,  for  that  she  hath  kept  promise  to  alTncay 
wherein  other  princes  have  often  failed  to  tfaa 
hindrance  of  many.    Lastly,  for  this  point 
how  the  Justice  of  this  realm  is  preserved  sbmI 
ministered  to  her  people,  by  her  nuy.'s  pdits* 
cal  and  just  govt,  is  so  well  known  to  au  mea» 
as  our  enemies  are  driven  to  confess  that  ja»» 
tice,  which  is  tlie  band  of  all  commoaweakht, 
doth  ko  tie  and  link  together  all  degrees  of 
persons  within  this  land,  as  there  is  soShrod 
here  no  violence,  no  oppression,  no  respect  of 
persons  in  judgment;  but  <  jus  equabile'  used 
to  all  indi&rently.    All  which  godly,  provi- 
dent and  wise  acts  in  govt,  have  brought  foitb 
these  effects  that  we  be  in  peace,  and  all  onr 
neighbours  in  war.;  that  we  be  in  quietness  at 
home,  and  safe  enoueh  firom  troubles  abroad  ; 
that  we  live  in  wealth  and  all  prouiperity,  and 
that  which  is  the  ^eatest,  we  enjoy  the  freew 
dom  of  our  consciences  delivered  from  the 
bondage  of  Rome,  wherewith  we  were  So  latelr 
oppreMod.    And  thus  we  stand. — Batftwall 
this  as  wise  mariners  in  calm  weather  do  most 
diligently  prepare  their  tadiles,  and  provida 
to  withstand  attempts  that  mav  ha|^>ea :  evea 
so  in  this  our  blessed  time  or  peace  that  wo 
enjoy,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  through  tba 
mmistry  of  her  maj.  we  ought  in  tiaie  to  make 
provision  to  prevent  any  storm  that  may  ansa 
either  here  or  abroad ;  and  neither  to  be  too 
careless  or  negligent,  bututbink  that  the  tail  of 
these  storms,  which  are  so  bitter  and  so  bois- 
terous in  odier  cooutries,  mav  reach  us  also 
before  they  be  ended ;  especially  if  we  do  not 
forget  the  hatred  that  is  bora  us  by  the  advert 
sarv  of  oor  religion  both  for  our  psofossioo, 
and  for  that  this  reahn  is  also  a  mareifrd  saao- 
tuaiy  for  such  poor  christians  as  fly  hither  for 
sooeoor;  so  aa  aoar  one  of  the  mostyrincipal 
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caret  that  we  ought  to  take  in  tliis  great  coun* 
cil  of  the  realm  \$  both  to  consider  aforehand 
the  dangers  that  may  come  by  the  malico  of 
enemies,  and  to  provide  in  time  how  to  resist 
them ;  and  sceii^  that  by  those  great  occa- 
sions \^-hich  I  have  remembered,  you  can  easily 
understand  how  low  her  maj/s  coffers  are 
brought,  it  is  our  paru  frankly  and  willingly  to 
offer  unto  her  m?tj.  such  a  contribution  as  bhall 
be  able  to  restore  the  same  again,  in  such  sort 
OS  she  may  be  sufficiently  furnished  of  treasure 
to  put  in  order,  and  maintain  her  forces  by 
laud  and  sea,  to  answer  any  thing  that  sliall 
be  attempted  against  her  and  us :  and  lest  it 
might  seem  strange  to  some  that  lier  m^. 
should  want  this,  some  considering  tliat  not 
long  sithence  aid  was  granted  by  the  realm :  to 
tiiat  I  answer,  that  albAt  her  maj.  is  nut  to 
yield  an  account  how  she  spendeth  her  trea- 
sure ;  yet,  for  your  satisfactions,  I  will  let  you 
nnderstand  such  things  as  are  very  true,  and 
which  I  dare  adinn,  Laving  more  knowledge 
thereof  than  some  other,  in  respect  ot'  the  place 
I  hold  in  her  maj/s  service. — First,  how  fa- 
vourable the  Taxations  of  Subsidies  be  through 
the  whole  realm  cannot  be  unknown  to  any ; 
thereby  far  less  cometh  to  lier  nmj.'s  coffers 
than  by  the  law  is  granted,  a  matter  now  drawn 
to  be  so  usual  as  it  is  hard  to  be  refonned. 
Kext,  the  Clearing  of  all  Debts  that  hin  upon 
Interest,  to  the  insupportable  charge  of  the 
realm.  Thirdly,  the  Charge  in  Suppressing 
the  RebcUiun  in  the  north.  Fourthly,  the  free 
and  honourable  Repayment  of  the  last  Loans, 
the  like  whereof  was  not  seen  befoi'e.  Fifthly, 
the  Journey  to  Ediuburch-Castle  for  the  quiet- 
ing of  that  country  and  this.  And  lastly,  the 
great  and  continual  Charges  in  Ireland,  by  the 
evil  disposition  of  the  people  there ;  all  which 
could  not  have  been  performed  by  the  last 
aid,  except  it  had  pleased  her  moj.  to  spare, 
out  of  her  own  revenues,  great  sums  of  money 
for  the  supplying  of  that  which  lacked,  where- 
in she  more  respected  the  realm  than  her  own 
particular  estate ;  living,  as  you  see,  in  most 
temperate  manner,  witiiout  either  building  or 
otlier  superfluous  thines  of  pleasure ;  and  like 
as  these  be  causes  sufficient  to  movt>  you  to 
devise  how  these  wants  may  be  repaired,  so 

J  tan  ought  the  rather  to  do  it,  for  that  her  unij. 
acketh  and  cannot  have,  without  great  incon- 
venience, those  helps,  which,  in  the  times  of 
her  father,  her  brother  and  sister,  were  used ; 
as  the  Abasuig  of  Coin,  which  brought  iniinite 
sums  to  them,  but  wrought  great  damage  to  the 
realm,  which  we  yet  feel;  and  should  do 
more,  had  not  her  maj.  to  her  perpetual  fame, 
restored  the  same  again,  so  much  as  the 
time  couUl  suffer.  The  Sale  of  Lands, 
whereof  came  also  very  great  sums  of  mo- 
iicy,  but  that  is  not  Hereafter  to  be  used ; 
saving  that  by  the  same  the  revenues  of  the 
crown  are  greatly  diminished,  which  it  cannot 
more  bear,  the  ftorrowmg  of  Money  upon  in- 
terest, the  burthen  whereof  the  realm  hath 
lelt  so  heavy,  as  that  b  never  more  to  be  dOne, 
if  bT  any  mcajoi  it  may  bt  aroidtd.    And  yet^ 


notwithstanding  all  those  helps,  it  is  apparent 
that  Subsidies  were  continually  granted  m  ihosa 
times;  if  so  then,  much  more  so  now.  Besidc;s 
War  and  other  extraordinary  Charges  which 
may  happen,  her  mi^/s  very  ordinal^  Chaiges, 
which  she  cannot  but  sustain,  are  far  greater, 
by  dearth  of  prices  and  other  occasions,  than 
in  any  other  prince's  days;  as  you  may  see  hf 
tltc  ordifiary  and  annual  Charges  of  the  Uouso- 
.  hold,  the  Navy,  the  Ordnance.  tUe  Armory, 
the  Garrison  of  Berwick,  the  standing  Garri- 
son and  Officers  within  ti)0  realm  of  Ireland. 
And  whether  these  are  like  to  be  more  costly 
to  her  maj.  than  in  former  times,  in  respect  of 
tlie  prices  of  all  things,  let  every  man  Judge 
by  the  experience  he  hath  of  his  private  ex* 
pences. — I  trust  these  few  things  may  suffice 
to  remember  us  how  her  maj.  found  the  realm, 
how  she  hath  restored  and  preserved  it«  and 
how  the  present  state  is  now ;  and  therewith 
all  may  serve  as  reasons  sufficient  to  persuade 
us  to  deal  in  this  necessary  cause,  as  ner  maj. 
being  tiie  head  of  the  commonwealth,  be  not 
unfurnished  of  that  which  will  be  sufficient  to 
maintain  both  herself  and  us  against  the  pri 
vate  or  open  malice  of  enemies ;  wherein  let 
us  so  proceed  as  her  maj.  may  find  how  much 
we  thmk  ourselves  bound  to  God,  that  hatli 
given  us  so  gracious  a  queen  overns;  and  shew 
thereby  also  such  gratitude  towards  her,  as 
she  may  perform  the  course  of  her  govt.  *  cum 
alacriti\te.'  This  speech  ended,  a  committee  » 
was  immediately  appointed  to  draw  up  a  bill 
fur  a  Subsidy. 

The  Queen*i  Message  for  mr.  Wentarorth^s 
pUchttrge.]  MaixJilS,  Christopher  Ilatton,  esq 
Uaptain  otthe  Band  of  Pensioners,  reported 
to  tlic  house,  **  that  whereas  a  member  of  the 
same,  on  the  1st  day  of  this  session,  Feb.  8th, 
had„in  a  set  speech,  uttered  divers  uffAisive 
matters  against  her  maj.  and  for  the  same  had 
been  committed  prisoner  to  the  Tower  by  that 
house;  yet  her  maj.  was  graciously^ pleased  to 
remit  her  justly  occasioned  displeasure  for  the 
said  offence;  and  to  refer  the  enlargement  of 
the  party  to  the  house."  Which  message  was 
most  thankfully  accepted  of  by  the  whole 
house.     Afterwards, 

Sir  Walter  Mildmay,  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  rose  and  spoke  as  follows :  *<  Mr. 
Speaker;  I  think  that  b)r  this  whole  action, 
and  by  her  maj. 's  dealing  in  this  cause,  we  had 
just  occasion  to  consider  these  3  things:  1,ber 
Mai.'s  good  and  clement  Nature.  S,  her  Re* 
spect  to  us.  And,  3,  our  Duty  towards  her. 
Touching  the  1st,  that  sovereign  princes,  placed 
by  God,  are  to  be  honoured  with  all  humble 
and  dutiful  reverence,  both  in  word  and  deed, 
especially  if  they  be  good  and  virtuous,  such 
as  our  most  gracious  sovereign  is ;  a  princess 
that  hath  governed  this  realm  so  many  years, 
so  quietly,  so  justly,  and  providently;  which, 
being  true,  as  no  man  can  deny,  then  see  how 
great  an  offence  this  was,  to  reprove  so  good 
and  gracious  a  queen  so  unjustly,  and  that  to 
be  done  not  bv  any  common  person  abroad, 
but  by  a  nfmber  of  this  house;  an4  not  in 
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any  private  or  secret  place,  but  openly  io  this 
most  lion.  assembly  of .  the  Dnrl.  beiiig  the 
liighest  court  aiui  council  of  tbe  realm.  And 
thereby  see  also  her  most  gracious  and  good 
Mature,  that  so  mercifully  and  so  easily  can 
remit  so  great  an  od'cnce;  a  thing  rarely  found 
^n  princes  of  so  great  estate,  that  use  common- 
Jy  to  think  them&elves  touched  in  honour,  if 
they  should  pass  over  smaller  m.^uries  so 
lightly.  1  he  greater  is  her  maj.^s  commcnda- 
'tion,  and  ti.c  more  are  we  bound  to  thank 
God  for  her. — Sndly,  we  may  see  what  grar 
cious  Respect  her  maj.  had  to  us,  that  not* 
^vilhstandlag  the  just  cause  that  was  given 
her  to  punish  severely  so  great  an  offence; 
jet  tl)e  favour  that  she  had  conceived  towards 
us,  proceeding  from  the  just  trial  of  our  dutiful 
affections  towcu-ds  her,  had  so  qualified  her 
'displeasure,  as  she  was  contented,  for  our 
takes,  to  pardon  the  whole;  and  that  so  frce- 
*ly,  as  she  would  not,  at  any  time,  think  of  it 
again,  for  those  were  her  words;  a  marvel- 
lous grace  towards  us,  and  never  hereafter,  on 
our  parts  to  be  forgotten :  the  rather  for  that 
the  same  proceeaed  merely  from  herself, 
thereby  preventing  the  suit,  which  we,  in  all 
humbleness,  midit  have  made  unto'  her. 
Srdly,  that  for  so  gracious  a  dealing,  it  was 
our  bounden  Duties  to  yield  unto  her  maj.  our 
most  humble  and  hearty  thanks,  and  to  be- 
seech Almighty  God  to  enlarge  her  days  as 
the  only  stay  of  our  felicity;  aud  not  only  so, 
but  to  learn  al^o,  by  this  example,  how  to  bc- 
liave  ourselves  hereafter;  and  not  under  the 
pretence  of  liberty  to  forget  our  bounden 
duty  to  so  gracious  a  queen :  true  it  is,  that 
nothing  can  be  well  concluded  in  a  council 
^'here  there  is  not  allowed,  in  debating  of 
causes  brought  in,  Deliberation,  liberty,  and 
Freedom  of  Speech ;  otherwise,  if  in  consulta- 
tion men  be  either  interrupted  or  terrified,  so 
as  they  cannot,  nor  dare  not, '  speak  their  opi- 
nions freely,  like  as  that  council  cannot  but 
pe  reputed  for  a  servile  council;  even  so  all 
•the  proceedings  therein  shall  be  rather  to  sa- 
titify  th^  wills  of  a  few,  than  to  determine  that 
which  shall  be  just  and  reasonable.  But 
herein  we  may  not  forget  to  put  a  difference 
between  liberty  of  bpecch  and  licentious 
Speech ;  for  by  the  one  men  deliver  their  opi- 
nions freely,  and  with  tlfis  caution,  that  aU  he 
ipokcn,  pertinently,  modestly,  reverently,  and 
discreetly;  the  otner  contrariwise  uttcrcth  all 
irapertii»ently,  rashly,  arroffanlly,  and  irrevc- 
Vently,  without  respect  oT  person,  time,  or 
place :  and  though  Freedom  of  Speech  hath 
alvA  avs  been  used  in  this  great  council  of  pari* 
and  IS  a  thing  most  necessary  to  be  preserved 
amongst  us;  yet  tlie  same  was  never,  nor 
ougljt  to  be,  extended  so  far,  as  though  a  man 
JQ  this  house  may  speak  what  and  of  whom  he 
list.  .  Tlie  contrary  whereof,  both  in  our  Own 
days  and  in  tlic  days  of  our  predecessors,  by 
tlie  punisliraent  of  such  inconsiderate  and  dis- 
orderly speakers,  hath  appeared.  And  so  to 
xeuirn,  let  tiiis  serve  us  tor  au  example,  to  be- 
ware that  we  oil'eud  not  in  the  like  hereafter. 


lest  that  in  forgetting  our  duties  so  far,  we  ougr 
give  just  cause  to  our  grafious  sovereign  to 
think  that  this  her  clemency  bath  given  occa- 
sion of  further  boldness;  and  thereby  so  much 
grieve  and  provoke  her,  as  contrary  to  her 
most  gracious  and  mild  consideration^  she '  be 
constrained  to  change  her  natural  clemency 
into  necessary  aud  just  severity;  a  thing  that 
I  trust  shall  never  happen  amongst  wise  and 
dutiful  men,  such  aa  ihc  members  of  tliishouaa 
are  thought  always  to  be.*' 

The  Speaker  recommends  it  to  the^  Queen  to 
wfl/r^]  JC  motion  had  been  made  in  the 
Commons  this  session,  on  the  old  topic  of 
pressing  the  Queen  to  marry;  but  the  house 
did  not  think  proper  to  venture  another  peti- 
tion on  it;  but  agreed,  that  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  session,  the  Speaker  should  move  her 
maj.  about  it.  Accordingly,  on  May  14 tb^ 
we  are  told,  that  in  the  afternoon,  the  Queen 
came  to  the  House  of  Lords,  wh6rc  their 
Speaker,  Robert  Bell,  esq.  presented  the  bill 
of  oue  Subsidy,  and  two  15lns  and  lOths:  the 
particulars  of  which,  being  ouiitte^  by  ilie 
clerk,  are  supplied  by  sir  Symonds  D'Ewesj 
who  tells  us,  "  that  the  Speaker's  speech  wa» 
to  the  following  effect:  lit,  he  spoke  touchiii^ 
sundry  kinds  of  govt,  which  had  been  in  tins 
kingdom;  and  fK>  drew  his  discourse  to  the 
present  time.  Then  he  made  a  large  enume- 
ration of  her  maj.'s  many  virtues,  and  of  tlie 
many  benefits  which  the  kingdom  received  by 
her  gracious  govt.  After  which  he  proceeded 
humulv  to  petition  her  m^.  to  make  the  king- 
dom turther  happy  in  her  Marriage,  that  sa 
they  might  hope  ior  a  continual  Succession  of 
those  benefits  in  her  posterity.  To  which^ 
having  added  a  compendious  relation  of  such 
acts  as  had  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
concluded  with  the  presentation  of  tlie  bill  of 
Subsidy,  in  their  names,  unto  lier  maj.** 

The' Lord  Keeper's  Speech  at  the  close  of  the 
Session.J^  After  which,  the  Lord  Keeper,  by 
her  Maj.'s  commandment,  answered  as  fol- 
loweth: — ^**  Mr.  Speaker;  The  queen's  maj. 
our  most  dread .  and  gi-acious  sovereign  lady, 
hath  heard  and  doth  \  ery  well  understand  your 
oration,  full  of  good-will  and  matter.  Tlie  sum 
thereof  may  be  reduced  into  6  parts,  whereof 
,the  1st  containeth  a  discourse  oi  sundry  kimb 
of  Government,  from  the  beginning  until  this 
time.  Tlie  2nd,  the  Commendations  of  her 
Majesty^s  Virtues,  and  of  her  great  and  gra- 
cious govt,  from  the  beginning,  with  a  remem- 
brance of  her  highness's  bountiful  benefits. 
The  3rd,  concerning  the  himble  and  earnest 
Petition  moving  her  maj.  to  mairy.  The  4th 
is  a  Declaration  of  Laws  past  in  the  Lower 
House,  with  au  humble  suit  for  her  highness'is 
royal  assent  to  be  given  unto  the  same.  The 
5th  and  last.,  concerning  a  presentation  of  the 
Subsidy  granted  in  this  session* — ^As  concern- 
ing the  1st,  which  containeth  the  discourse  of 
sundi*y  kinds  of  Govermnents,  I  see  not  that 
this  time  and  place -doth  require  any  answer  to 
be  given  unto  it  otlier  than  this ;  that  you,  mr, 
S^ealveo  <tre  much  to  be  commended  for  your 
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iili^Bt  collectitig,  and  also  for  the  apt  corn- 
ering of  the  last  part  of  the  same, — And  as  to 
the  ;^d,  which  concemeth  the  Commendn- 
liont  of  her  Mi^esty's  great  Virtues  and  good 
€»overoment»  with  the  Remembrance  of  the 
fMuufotd  benefits  that  you  have  received  at  her 
9MJ.'s  hand,  her  lut^hness  hath  commanded  me 
to  say  unto  you,  that  she  wisheth  of  God  with 
iJl  lier  heart,  chat  all  those  royal  virtues  and 
j^mcipal  parts,  together  with  the  great  gifts  of 
Uracious  govt,  that  you  make  mention  oi,  were 
so  perfectly  planted  in  her,  as  best  might  serve 
to  the  HiaiatenaBce  of  God's  glory,  from  whom 
her  raaj.  coofesseth  all  goodness  to  proceed ; 
luid  best  also  might  scfvc  for  the  good  gover- 
Bance  of  yon  her  good,  loving  and  obedient  sub- 
jects; and  withal,  [irayefeh  you  with  her,  and  for 
her,  to  give  God  hearty  thanks  for  those  virtues 
Md  graces  that  it  hath  pleased  him  to  bless  her 
withal ;  and  also  to  pray  for  the  continuance 
of  them  with  such  incvease,  as  shall  best  like 
his  Divine  Majesty.  Atid  besides  this,  I  may, 
and  dare  certainly  affirm  unto  you,  by  h^ 
niaj,'s  own  mouUi,  that  if  the  virtues  of  all  the 
prmces  in  Europe  were  nnited  within  her  high- 
'uess's  bi-east,  she  should  gladly  employ  the 
same  to  the  best  of  her  power  about  the  good 
governance  of  you,  that  be  so  good  and  loving 
unto  her ;  so  great  is  her  highness  good  will 
imd  inward  affection  toward  you.  Again  true 
it  is,  that  the%B  jrour  loving  and  reverend  con- 
ceivings of  the  virtuous  and  gracious  govt,  of 
your  sovereign,  is  taken  by  her  maj.  in  very 
thankfUl  part,  as  a  special  and  peculiar  pro- 
perty pcrtainin|r  to  faithful  and  loving  sub- 
jects; neither  will  her  highness  admit  of  any 
occasion  that  may  move  ypu  lo  conceive  othei^ 
wise  than  you  have :  neither  do  I  think  that 
any  man  can  devise  any  more  ready,  or  any 
more  strong  persuasion  to  move  a  princely  na- 
ture to  be  such  towards  her  subjects  as  tliey 
can  wish,  than  by  such  good,  reverend,  and 
loving  conception  and  conceiving  remembered 
by  you.  To  conclude,  as  touching  this  point, 
I  am  to  affirm  unto  you  from  her  maj.  that 
9he  taketh  your  proceedings  in  the  pari,  l)oth 
ih  the  midst,  and  also  in  the  endinjj,  so  gra- 
ciously, and  in  so  thankful  jjart,  that  if  both 
parts  and  nature  did  concur  in  me  abundantly 
to  make  me  eloquent  (as  neither  of  them  do) 
yet  I  am  sure,  I  were  not  able  to  set  forth  this 
point  according  to  her  highnesses  desire,  or  to 
the  worthiness  of  it.  And  for  the  more  mani- 
fest declaration  of  thb,  and  of  the  great  good-^ 
kking  her  maj.  hath  conceived  of  you  that  be 
of  this  part,  herbighoess  meaneth  not  to  deter* 
,  intne  the  same,  but  to  prorogue  it  until  the 
oext  winter^  And  as  to  cognizance  and  recog<^ 
nwance  of  Benefits,  her  maj,*s  pleasure  is,  that 
1  should  declare  unto  you,  that  there  is  none 
of  these  Benefit  received  by  you,  but  she  wish- 
^i  them  treble  in  number,  and  quadruple  in 
^eatness  and  goodness.  And  further,  her  highn 
Bess  thinketh  that  the  faithful  recognizing  of 
benefits  received,  is  one  of  the  greatest  sfttis- 
fbctiaaM  that  a  subject  can  m&e  to  his  so« 
\QreigQ  for  th^eiQ.    Afli  9^  to  tbe^r^,  nnrbieh 


concemeth  your  humble  earnest  Petition,  it 
pmceedieth  from  your  inward  afTections  and 
benevolent  minds,  founded  upon  the  great  goo<i 
opinion  that  you  have  conceived  of  her  maj.'f  ' 
most  gracious  govt,  over  you,  according  to  tli# 
declaration  made  by  you,  a.  matter  greatly 
moving  her  maj.  tlie  nether  to  allow  of  your 
Petition. — ^The  second  Note  importeth  ^yet 
more  than  this ;  for  tlierein  she  conceiveth  that 
this  great  good  opinion  of  this  happy  govt,  is 
not  conceived  by  you,  as  it  appcaretti  by  your 
own  declarations,  upon  any  sudden  growid  or 
cause,  but  bath  grown  upon  the  considenitiuil  • 
of  her  highnesses  governance  during  the  reign 
of  17  years  now  past :  whereby  it  is  evident, 
that  this  is  a  settled  and  constant  opinion  of 
yours,  and  therefore  much  the  myre  mo\'iDg 
ber  maj.  to  grve  a  gracious  ear  unto  this  your' 
Petition.— "And  yet  the  third  Note  exceedeth 
the  other  two  former;  for 'in  this  Note  she 
concei\'eth  the  abundance  of  your  inward  af«' 
fection  grounded  upon  lier  good  governance  of 
you  to  be  so  great,  that  it  doth  not  only  conn 
tent  you  to  have  her  m^.  reign  and  govern 
over  you,  but  also  you  do  desire,  that  some 
proceeding  from  her  maj.'s  body  might  by  a 
perpetual  succession  reign  over-  your  posterity 
also :  a  matter  greatly  to  move  her  maj.  (sll'e 
saith)  to  incline  to  this  your  suit.  Besides  her 
highness  is  hot  unmindful  of  all  the  bcnetits 
that  will  grow  to  the  realm  by  such  Marriage ; 
neither  doth  she  forget  any  perils  that  are  like 
to  grow  for  want  tliereof.  All  which  matters 
considered,  her  maj.  willed  me  to  say,  thiit  a1-* 
bcit  of  her  own  natural  disposition  she  is  not 
disposed  or  inclined  to  Marrt'<ige,  neither  coultl 
she  ever  marry  were  she  a  private  person  ;  yet 
for  your  sakcs  and  the  benefit  of  the  realm,  she 
is  contented  to  dispose  and  incline  hers|rlf  to 
the  satisfaction  of  your  humble  petition,  su^ 
tliat  all  things  convenient  may  concur  that  bo 
meet  for  sucb  a  Marriage ;  whereof  there  be 
very  many,  some  touching  the  state  of  bei: 
most  royal  person,  some  touching  the  person 
of  him  whom  God  shall  join,  some  touclin 
ing  the  state  of  the  whole  realm:  thcso 
things  concurring  and  considered,  her  majesty 
hath  assented  (as  is  before  remembered.)  And 
thus  much  touching  this  matter. — As  to  tlic 
4th  part,  which  concemeth  a  Declaration  of 
the  Laws  passed  iu  the  session,  whereunto 
you  do  pray  that  her  maj.  would  give  her  royal 
assent,  her  maj.  hath  commended  your  travel 
and  pains  taken  in  devising  of  these  laws,  youi: 
considerations  and  carefulness  in  debating  and 
-consulting,  and  your  judgments  and  dctcrnii-k 
nations  in  concluding  and  passing  of  the  same; 
and  meaneth  to  give  her  royal  assent  to  so 
many  of  them  as  her  maj.  shall  think  meet  and 
convenient  to  pass  at  this  time^  But  here  I 
am  to  remember  you,  that  this  is  not  all  that 
her  highness  requireth  in  this  point ;  for  she  is. 
desirous  that  the  great  travels,  pains,  and  great 
charges  employed  about  the  making  of  these 
laws  should  not  be  lost,  neither  her  maj  .'a 
royal  assent  granted  in  vain ;  which  must  needs 
come^  to  pa«8^  except  yo«^  ]»Qk  betjter   tiCK 
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Che  esecutioQ  of  laws  than  heretofore  yoa  { 
have  done ;  it  were  much  better  to  have  no 
new  laws  made  at  all,  than  to  bare  laws  not 
executed :  for  the  former  doth  but  leave  us  io 
the  state  we  were  io  before  the  making  of  the  ! 
new  laws ;  but  not  to  execute  them,  is  to  breed  | 
ft  contempt  of  laws  and  law-makers,  and  of  i 
all  magtstnites,  which  is  the  mother  and  nurse  | 
ofdisobc-dirnce;  and  wliat  »he  breedeth  and  • 
bringeth  forth,  I  leave  to  jrou  to  judge. — Now  1 
this  ofience  of  not  executing  of  laws  growing  ! 
so  great,  it  resteth  to  see  in  whose  default  this 
is,  a-d  who  ought  to  have  the  burtlien  of  it. 
First,  certain  it  is,  tliat  ber  ma).  Icavcth  no- 
thiug  undone  meet  for  her  to  do  for  the  execu- 
tion of  jaws ;  for  Ibt,  (he  maketb  choice  of 
persons  of  most  credit  and  best  undemanding 
throughout  the  whole^  realm,  to  whom  for  the 
great  tnu>t  and  fidelity  that  she  rcposeth  in 
them,  she  giveth  authority  by  commisbion,  to 
iexccate  a  great  part  of  those  laws,  who  also  by 
oatit  be  bound  to  perform  the  same.  Besides, 
the  most  special  and  ncedfol  laws  her  hiehness 
caoseth  to  be  proclaimed  and  published  onto 
her  people;  as  over  ttiis  also  (lest men  should 
be  forgetful  of  ^beir  duties)  she  causeth  a  num- 
ber ot  her  justices  to  be  called  into  pubUc 
place,  and  there  to  be  exhorted  and  admonish- 
ed in  her  maj.'s  name  to  see  the  execution  of 
her  laws ;  and  what  here  can  be  more  devised 
for  her  maj.  to  do  ?  Surely  Jn  my  opinion,  no- 
thing.— ^Then  fallcth  it  out  necessarily  and  con- 
fte(|uently,  tliat  the  burthen  of  all  these  enor- 
mities, absurdities  and  raiscliicfs  that  do  grow 
in  the  commonwealth  for  not  executing  of 
laws,  roust  light  upon  those  persons  that  have 
authority  firom  ber  maj.  to  execute  them  and 
do  it  not :  which  is  a  burthen  over  heax7  for 
any  to  bear,  being  justly  charged.  For  the 
avoiding  of  this  therefore,  mctlunks,  men  be- 
ing thus  remembered,  ought  to  seek  with  all 
diligence,  and  endeavour  to  saUsty  for  their 
negligence,  and  uncareiulncss  past;  which  if 
they  shall  forget  to  do,  her  maj.  shall  be  then 
driven,  clean  contrary  to  her  most  gracious  na- 
ture and  inclination,  to  appoint  and  assign  pri- 
vate men,  for  profit  and  gain  sake,  to  see  her 
penal  laws  to  l)e  executed.  The  course  which 
lutherto  her  maj.  hath  taken,  hath  been,  to 
have  her  laws  executed  by  men  of  credit  and 
estimation  for  the  love  of  justice,  uprightly  and 
tndiflferently;  but  if  they  shall  reftise  so  to  do, 
foi^etting..  their  duty  to  God,  sovereign  and 
country,  then  of  necessity,  rather  thanthe  laws 
thouldbe  unexecuted,  liermaj.  shall  be  ilriven, 
I  say,  to  commit  the  execution  of  them  to 
thosa,  who  in  respect  of  profit  and  gain,  will 
•ee  them  executed  with  all  extremity.  And 
what  a  burthen  that  will  bring  to  the  common- 
weal, I  leave  it  to  your  consideration.  But  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  that  if  the  respects  before  re- 
membered, will  not  move  you  to  see  better  to 
your  charge ;  yet  the  fear  of  this  great  incon- 
veniency  should  constrain  men  thiit  be  in  com«* 
mission  to  look  to  the  better  execution  of 
laws. — ^Now  as  to  the  5th  and  last  part,  which 
coocemeth  the  Grant  of  a  Subsidy,  her  maj. 


hath  commanded  tae  to  say  onto  yoo,  that 
that  grant  is  a  manifest  declaration  by  deeds  of 
that  wliich  before  was  declared  by  words :  for 
how  could  such  a  grant  be  made,  aod  in  sods 
manner  granted,  aa<l  by  such  persons,  but  that 
of  necesmy  it  must  proceed  from  the  benevo- 
lent minds  and  hearty  affections  of  sudi  lovii^s 
subjects  as  are  before  remembered  ?  Tme  it 
is,  that  her  ma),  io  these  your  doingi  hath 
noted  3  things  especially  and  priocipaUy,  ereiy 
of  them  tendmg  much  to  the  setting  forth  of 
your  benevolence.  The  1st,  who  it  is  that 
granted;  the  Snd,  the  manner  of  grantii^; 
the  drd,  what  it  was  that  is  granted.  As  td 
the  1st,  her  maj.  cannot  forget,  how  this  graot 
proceeded  from  the  earnest  affections  and  heartj 
good  wills  of  her  loving  and  obedient  subjects. 
Wherefore  ber  maj.  maketh  greater  account 
thereof  tlian  10  subsidies,  and  so  she  coooir 
roanded  me  to  say  unto  you.  A^in,  her  m^. 
remembreth  very  well^  that  this  grant  was 
made  not  by  subjects  that  never  did  tha 
like  before,  but  bv  subjects  that  have  been, 
ai^  continued  to  be  ready  from  time  to  time, 
to  contribute  towards  the  necessary  chargef 
•and  defence  of  the  rcahn;  which  doth  greatly 
commend  and  set  forth,  she  saieh,  this  great 
benevolence  of  yours.  And  as  to  the  Snd, 
which  is,  the  manner  of  granting,  her  highnest 
notcth  2  things  especially;  the  one  is  oniTer- 
sality  of  consent ;  and  can  there  be  a  more 
universal  consent  than  when  all  agreeing  and 
none  denying  as  this  was  I  Nay,  lier  highness 
knowcth  tliat,  before  her  time,  these  manner 
of  grants  passed  not  but  with  a  great  persua- 
tioa  and  many  difficuliies ;  whereas  this  was 
frankly  offered  without  any  persuasion  or  dif- 
ficulty at  all.  The  otiier  is  the  readiness  of 
granting.  It  is  written  of  benevolence,  *  bit 
dat  qui  cito  dat,'  which  her  maj.  saith,  may  b« 
justly  applit  d  to  these  your  proceedings.  And 
to  the  3rd,  which  is  the  thing  granted ;  di9 
takcth  it  to  be  as  libei*al  as  any  heretofore 
hath  hccu  granted ;  and  therefore  hath  coia- 
manded  me  to  yield  unto  you  her  most  heany 
coudign  thanks,  and  withal,  to  Ifet  you  under- 
stand, that  she  is  as  willing  and  desirous  to 
give  you  this  whole  subsidy  again,  as  you  have 
been  willing  to  grant  it,  if  the  necessisy  of  the 
realm  aud  your  surety  would  suffer  it.  And 
thus  much  touclung  the  grauhng  of  the  sub- 
sidy.— ^Now  as  to  tlje  due  and  true  executioit 
of  the  same,  I  am  to  exhort  and  also  to  admo- 
nish you,  and  yet  it  may  be  probably  said, 
that  persons  that  have  thus  bouDtifofly  and 
reaflily  njade  this  grant,  wherein  and  whereby 
their  benevolent  minds  and  hearty  affections 
have  been  so  manifestly  declared  in  ^nting, 
that  to  these  persons  neither  admonishments 
nor  exhortations  are  due  for  tlie  true  execut- 
ing of  that  grant,  no  more  than  a  spur  is  to  a' 
horse,  that  runneth  as  swiftly  as  he  can.  Al- 
beit tbb  arsumept  in  reason  carrieth  proba-' 
bility  and  likelihood  with  it ;  yet  former  expe^ 
rience  hath  tanght  that  these  grants  hare  not 
been  90  duly  and  truly  executed,  as  th^  hart 
i)een  benevolently  gnmted.''. 
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The  Qomh  haTiog  pMted  all  the  tcts,  the 
parL  w«s  mcyourned  to  the  Dext day;  when,  in 
the  afternoon,  her  maj.  came  again  to  the 
Douae,  and  tlie  Lord  Keeper,  by  her  comaiand, 
prorogued  this  iMirL  to  the  6th  of  Nov^  next. 
A  Lbt  of  the  Public  Acts  passed  in  this  ses» 
fioi>wiU  be  Ibund  at  Uvb  end  pf  the  present 
reisn. 

The  $ame  ParL  meet  again  after  94  Proragia* 
tifm:\  On  thjB  10th  qf  J^.  1580,  the  sfme 
parL  met  once  more  at  Westminster,  after  S4 
prorogations^  llie  State  of  the  Peerage,  ^  it 
4tood  at  tkis  tiine,  w^  as  follows: — 

'Namtt  tff  the  Penrt  iummoned  to  this  ParL 
Wm.  Ceal,  lord  Bar««  Henry  lord  Scrope  of 

leigh,    Lord    High        Bolton 

Treasurer,  &c.  Edw.  lord  Sattqn  of 
Wm.  marq.  of  Win-        Dudley 

Chester  '  John  Neviie,  lord  La* 
Edw.  earl  of  Dncqin,        timer 

lofd  higb-admiral  of  Jo.LumleyJd.Lumley 

England  '  John  lord  Stourton 

Edw.  earl  of  Oxford,  Cnthbert  lord  Qgle 

'  lord  great  Chamber-  James    Blount,    lord 

lain  Mounyoy 

Tbo.  carl  of  Sussex,  JohnDarcie,ld.Darcie 

chamberlain  of  the  William  .Stanley,  lord 

household  Mootcgle 

PhiOp,  e.  of  Amndele  William  hird  Sands 

Hen.  e.  of  Northumb.  William  lord  Vaux  of 
Geo.  e.  of  Shrewsbury        Harrowdcn 

Henry,  carl  of  Kent  Frederick  Id.  Windsor 

pcniy,  cart  of  Derby  Tho.  lord  Wentworth 
Wm.  earl  of  Worcester        ofNcttleste^ 

Edw.  earl  of  Rutland  Thomas  lord  Brough 

Geo.  e.  ofCumberland  W^m.  Paulet,  lord  St. 
Hen.  e.  of  Huntingdon        John  of  Basing 

Wm.  earl  of  Bath  Lewis  lord  Mordaunt 

Ambrose^  earl  of  War-  Henry  lord  Cromwell 

wick  William  lord  EverS 

Hen.e.ofSouthampton  Philip  lord  Wharton 

Francis,  e.  of  Bedford  Robert  lord  Riche 

Henry,  e.  of  Pembroke  Charles  lord  Willough- 
Edw.  earl  of  Hertford        byofParham 

Rob.  earl  of  Leicester  Thomas  IoIpH  Paget 

Tho.  Tisc.  Montague  John  lord  Darcie  of 
Tho.  TISC.  Howard  of       Chich. 

.  Byndon  Ch.  lord  Howard  of 
Hen.  Ncvile,  lord  Ber-        Effingham 

'  gavenny  Roger  lord  North 

George  Touchet,  lord  piles  Bruges  Id.  Chan- 

*  Audley  •  dois 

Peregrine  Bertie,  lord  H.  Carey,  Id.  Hunsdon 

Willoughby  of  E-  OKvcr  lord  St.  John 

resby  of  Bletso 

Edward  Parker,  lord  Thomas  Sackvile  lord 

Morley  Bockhurst 

Geo.Fiennes,ld.Dacre  William  West  lord  de 

Wm.Brooke,  lordCob-  la  W^aro 

ham  Henrylorrf  Cheney  of 

Edw.  lord  Sufford  '  Toddington 

Arthur  lord  Grey  of  "Henry  loro  Norrys  of 

*  Wilton  'Rycot    ' 

Proceedings  on  the  Death  of  the  Speaker,] 
^■consequence  of  the  death  of  their  Speaker, 
tb^  Commons  could  ^ot  proceed  to  business. 


Accordingly,  a  long  representation  is  entered 
in  the  Lords  Jouriuiltj,  "  concerning  a  great 
defect  iu  tlic  other  bouse,  tor  want  of  sir  Itob. 
Bell,  kt.  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer, 
their  noouth  and  Speaker,  lately  dead.  But 
that  they  6nding  good  direction  what  to  do,  by 
a  former  precedent,  in  a  session  of  pari,  holdea 
Sept.  SOtn,  iu  the  8th  jear  of  her  reign,  bad 
appointed  sir  F.  Knolles,  kt.  treasurer  of  tlio 
(queen's  lu)usehold;  sir  Js.  Crofts,  comptroller; 
sif  Fr^  WalsiDgham,  and  dr.  Wilson,  secretaries 
qf  state;  sir  Walter  Mildmay,  kt.  chancellor 
of  t^e  exchequer;  wiih  several  others,  in  th«^ 
i|am^  of  the  whole,  to  go  and  wait  upon  tho 
lord  chanc.  and  the  ^rds,  and  request  their 
aid  and  assistance  for  intimation  of  t)ie  matter 
to  her  maj. — ^TlJcn  Uie  lortj  chauc.  first  desi- 
ring this  conunjttcc  to  wi'/^hdraw  awhile,  ac- 
quainted th^t  house  with  the  Petition  of  t}i« 
Commons;  who,  after  due  consideration  of 
tlie  premises,  thought  proper  to  appoint  such 
of  the  Lordi  as  were  ol  the  pnvy^uncil, 
with  the  marq.  of  Winchester  and  tbe  earl  of 
Arundclo,  to  go  along  with  a  select  number  ot 
the  Commons,  to  represent  this  case  to  th# 
queen.**  The  house  was  then  adjourned  to 
Uie  18th  :  ou  which  day  it  is  entered,  that  th^ 
lord  chanc.  produced  a  Commission  from  the 
Queeu  under  the  broad  seal,  whereby  he  was 
authorised  tcr  call  the  Commons  before  him, 
and  to  Will  and  command  tlicm  to  repair  to 
their  accustomed  place,  and  choose  another 
Speaker.  But  nothing  more  is  entered  in  tbm 
Lords  Journals  relative  to  this  matter. 

Feb.  6,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  Lords,  to 
oblige  all  persons  wiiutsoever  to  come  to 
Church,  hear  Divine  Service,  and  receive  th« 
Sacrament.  Bi^t  it  was  dropped  after  th^ 
first  reading.  , 

A  Snbiidjf  granted.]  March  ?d,  a  bill  was 
sent  up  by  the  Commons,  for  granting  a  Sup^ 

a  to  her  maj.  of  a  Subsidy,  two  15thsandl0th8» 
ich  passed  the  Lords  on  the  8ch. 
A  Difference  between  the  Tuo  Houses,]  A 
bill  passed  the  Lords,  for  fortifying  the  Bor* 
ders  towards  Scotland,  which  wa^  sent  down  to 
the  Commons,  who,  on  the  8th  of  March,  sent 
up  a  new  bill  to  the  Lords,  to  the  same  purpose, 
ai^d  their  old  bill  with  it.  On  which  this  re- 
markable entry  is  made  in  their  Journals: 
''  This  day  tbe  Commons  sent  up  a  new  bill, 
*  For  fortifying  the  Borders  towards  Scotland/ 
and  withal,  returned  a  former  bill,  which  tno 
Lords,  with  great  deliberation,  had  passed, 
and  sent  down  before,  with  the  same  title. 
Which  course  the  Lords  thought  to  be  both 
derogatory  to  the  superiority  of  the  place,  and 
contniry  to  the  antient  course  of  both  houses. 
And,  as  they  disliked  this  disorder,  so  it  was 
theu' pleasure,  that  this  their  mislikhig  should 
be  entered  in  the  records  of  pari,  lest  so  evil 
an  example  might  hereafter  be  used  as  a  pre- 
cedctit."  This  is  one  of  the  first  instances  wp 
have  yet  met  with,  of  any  material  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  houses.  Whether  they  bad 
any  conference  to  settle  this  affair  is  uncertain 
by  the  Lord^s  Journal:  but  we  find,  thatoa 
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lh«  lOch,  the  new  bill  was  read  a  fint  time  by 
jCbe  Lords,  and  passed  that  hotue  on  the  15th, 
with  certain  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Commons. 

Causes  of  Appeal,  between  party  and  party, 
Cettne  now  to  be  tried  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
ef  Lords,  and  entered  m  their  Journal.  In 
<his  sesBtoii,  there  is  a  long  memorandum  mode 
cftL  Caase  between  the  marq.  of  Winchester, 
Ilis  lady,  and  one  Mr.  Oui;l>tred  ;  which  at  last 
^Wfts  referred  to  a  committee  of  Lords,  chosen 
by  the  perties  themselves^  for  their  determi- 
Aation. 

A  new  Speaker  electtd,]  The  Journals  of 
Che  Commofis  begin  this  session,  with  a  lonf( 
lentry,  relating  to  the  death  of  their  Speaker, 
and  the  election  of  a  new  one.  Bnt  as  this 
was  purely  matter  of  form,  we  pass  it  orer. 
John  Popham,  esq.  her  majesty's  solifitor-«- 
*cnd,  having  been  clwsen  Speaker,  in  3ie 
^oom  of  sir  Rob.  Bell,  deceased ;  he  was  pre- 
aented,  and  coh6rmed  by  the  queen,  on  the 
90th  of  Jan.  with  the  usual  ceremonies.  But 
what  is  Tery  remarkable,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
in  his  An^wer  >o  the  Speaker,  when  he  claim- 
(0d-  the  accustomed  privileges  of  the  house, 
^e  him  thib  admonition  :  "  That  the  House 
df  Cofnmons  should  not  deal  or  intermeddle 
with  any  matters  touching  her  Majesty's  Per- 
son or  Estate,  or  Church-government." 

The  Cotmnom  appoint  a  Fatty  hu  their  oank 
Suthoriti/J]  Jan.  21st,  Mr.  Paul  Wentworth 
made  a  motion,  for  a  public  Tast,  and  daily 
JPrca(;hing.  "  The  fast  to  be  appointed  upon 
iomc  one  certain  day,  hut  the  preaching  to  be 
#vcry  morning  before  the  house  did  sit.  That 
io,  they  bcponing  their  proceedings,  with  the 
iervice  and  worship  of  God,  he  might  the  bet- 
ter bless  them  in  all  their  consultations  and 
Actions.'*     This  motion   occasioned  a  warm 


eth  her  mi^.N  great  mnfiking  of  the  precewfeg 
of  this  house  therem,  declanny  it  to  fail  ooe  iii 
sudi  sort  as  he  beft^e  dW  ffear  it  would  do  ;  tati^ 
adfising  the  hoase  to  tc  submissiott  m  thirtf  fcc** 
hfdf,  further  moved  ttwn  to  bestow  their  tim« 
and  endeavour  hereafter,  during  the  aessioD,  itk 
matters  proper  afwl  pertment  for  this  IwiiA  trf 
deal  in,  ana  to  omit  all  superfluous  and  an« 
neccsfmry  motions  tmA  arguments,  with  aM  doe 
regard  and  consideration  to  the  order  tf  the 
hmi9e. 

Mr.  Vtef^hoffrbfrlnin' Aednrmfi  nMauduW 
from  her  maj.  to  dm  whole  liousr,  by  her  high- 
oe»'s  conMnaiKhpfciU  shewed  uato  them  her 
^reat  admiration  of  the  ^d&haoss  of  this  houses 
m  committing  sudi   an   apparent    contempt 
against  her  m^.'s  express  commandment,  very 
lately  before,  deliveied  unto  tlie  wh<^e  hooeo 
by  tfie  lord  chanc.  in  her  highness*^  namc^  as 
to  attempt  and  put  in  execution^  such  an  in- 
novation as  the  same  Fast,  without  her  maj.V 
privity  and  pleasure  first  known  ;  blaming  hrbt 
the  whole  house,  and  then  vir.  Speaker;  aii^ 
declaring  her  mai.'s  protestation  fir  the  allow- 
ing of  <^ting  and  prayer,  with  the  use  and  ex- 
orcise thereof  in  her  own  person ',.  but  repro- 
ving the  uudatiful  proceeding  of  thb  hou$c»  as 
against  the  duty  ot  subjects,  did  neverthdoss, 
very  eloquently  and  amply,  sot  forth  her  mi^.'s 
most  hon.  and  good  acceptation  of  the  zeal, 
duty,  and  fidelity,  of  this  whole  house  toward^ 
Reiigion,  the  saiety  of  her  highness's  person^ 
and  tlie  state  of  this  commonwealth;  (iu  re- 
spect whereof  her  maj.  hath  so  long  continued 
thb  parL  without  dissolution)  aud  declared  fur- 
ther, to  the  great  joy  and  comfort  of  tliis  wljol^ 
house,  that  her  maj.  nevertheless^  of  her  inesti* 
mable  and  princely  p>od  love  and  dispasition^ 
and  of  her  highuess's  most  gracious  clemency, 
construeth  the  said  offence  and  contempt  to  bo 
debate,  and  many  speeches,  we  are  told,  were  "rash,  unadvised,  proceeding;  of  zeal,  and  not 


made,  pro  and  con,  about  it.  It  is  not  said 
what  any  of  their  arguments  were,  only  that 
•Ir  Fs.  Kaolles,  treasurer;  mr.  Tho.  Crom- 
well, and  mr.  Alford,  spoke  against  ihe  mo- 
tion; and  mr.  Cook,  mr.  Sec.  Wikon,  and 
«ftr.  Serjeant  Flowerden,  for  it.  Mr.  Norton 
abo  shewed  nrecddents,  tliat  there  had  been 
3Fiists  in  Lonnon,  appointed  only  by  the  conn- 
Ijil.  Ry  which,  says  the  Jouniafist,  he  seemed 
to  infer,  that  a  pair!,  ought  the  rnthcr  to  do  it. 
^^o^vevcr,  the  house  being  divided  about  this 
Jnatter,  it  was  put  to  the  question,  when  115 
voices  were  for,  and  100  against  it.  This  Paul 
^cntworth  was  brother  to  Peter,  who  began 
<3ne  last  session  widi  a  Speech  on  the  Liberty 
of  Parliaments.  (See  p.  7^4.)  On  the  R^so- 
Ifution  aforesi^d,  a  Fast  was  appointed  to  be 
'  kept,  in  the  TemplcTchnrch,  on  the  59th  of 
iwn.  there  to  assemble  and  meet  together,  to 
hear  preaching,  and  juan  in  prayer,  humilia- 
iron,  and  fasting^  ^c.  Jan.  S4th  the  ibiiow- 
ing  enti2  is  made  in  the  Jonmah  y 

Mhr.  Spfcaker  dedni^  hamself,  Ibr  bk  own 
jiArt,  to  be  tery  sorry  for  the  error  that  hap- 
pened here  in  thb  htmse  upon  Sator^hry  hist, 
^  retolviii'g  to  hay^  n  fndsfc  Ficst  i  wxi'AieiW'' 


of  the  wiiful  and  malicious  nitcnt  of  this  house^ 
or  of  any  membor  of  tlie  same  ;  imputing  the 
cause  Uicreof  partly  to  her  own  lenity  towacxU 
a  brother  of  that  man  which  now  made  thia 
motion ;  (mr.  Wentworth)  who  in  the  last  ses* 
sion  was  by  this  house  for  just  causes  repre- 
hended and  committed,  bjit  by  her  maj.  gra^ 
ciousiy  pardoned  and  rDstorcd  again.     And 
after  many  excellent  discourses  and  dilatations 
of  her  lilglmess*s  most  hou.  and  lovinc  care  for 
the  advancement  of  religion  and   the  state^ 
wherein  she  had  before  signified  her  prohibit 
tion  to  this  bouse  by  the  lord  chanc.  shewed 
that  her  highness  hath  already  deeply  consulted 
upon  those  matters  in  all  due  and  needful  r»> 
spects,  and  prepared  fit  and  apt  courses  ta 
digest  tltem,  meet  and  ready  to  be  delivered 
unto  this  house  from  her  higlmess^  by  such  di^ 
rection  as  her  niaj«  thinketh  most  convenient. 
And  so  persuading  this  house  to  emp|py  the 
tioM  abwH  the  necessary  service  of  the  queenV 
maj.  and  of  the  qommonweakh,  with  du^  anH 
^tive  regard  to  the  ancient  orders  of  this  hoDse„ 
concind^  that  he  thinketh  it  very  meet,  tltat 
thii  wliole  house,  or  some  one  of  tms  honse,  hf 
tnsRmt  of  tht  booK^  ii^  titc  mmcof  t^  m4 
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k^Qie,  <b)  make  moat  bumble  submiaiion  xmto 
iu^rmiy.;  mckxiowledgii)^.tlie  said  offcDC^  and 
j)raying  remUslon  oi*  th^  same  at  licr  higbne^'s 
liauds,  wkh  fuli  ^purpoae  berieailer  to  furbear 
committing  of  tbe  bk^e  oiTeuce. 

Mr.  St.  Leg£r  exteuuated  tbe  said  oflfence; 
Aurgii^  Isty  their  gecat  afieotion  to  ber  mi^ 
tlie  sincerity  of  tlveir  iiitcmtiou  in  that  motion 
of  the  fast;  then  tlie  impcrlections  a;id  sins  to 
^bicb  not  ouly  privat^i  men,  but  public  states 
ore  also  subject,  and  tltercfuce  needed  to  b« 
Supported  b^  .pca^^r,  and  humiUation ;  And 
tben  ite  urgad,  tbc  gceut  faiijt  and  ccmi^snov 
of  tbe  bps.  who  suffered  that  most  necessary 
dufty  of  fasting  and  humiUation  to  grow. even 
out  of  use  in  the  church ;  lastly,  be  trusted 
that  both  ber  m^j,  and  all  lier  subjeots,  would 
he  ready  to  express  tlwjir  true  repentance  to 
'God  in  bumbUug  tliemselves  in.sack-ciotb  aad 
ashes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sidmoni^ted 
the  house  of  tlieir  auty  which  Uiey.did  owe  to 
so  good  and  gracious  a  prince,  aiad  urged  the 
house  to  submission.' 

Mr.  ,Seekford,  urged  the  san^e  submission , 
but  tlioaght  it  very  tttting,  and  could  wish  it; 
that  nu*.  V  ice-Cbiunberlain  who  bad  brought 
the  Message  from  ber  maj.  of  her  displeasmx:, 
iiuglit  also  carry  tlie  house's  ^ubiaissioii  back 
again  unto  her  highness. 

Mr.  Flotcerdcn  shewed  the  sincerity  of  his 
intention  in  speaking  for  tbe  Fast;  but  now 
concluded, '  that  it  was  most  fitting  for  the 
house  to  make  their  submission  to  iurr  mai. 

Mr,  Cflr/c/oii  stood  up  and  oifered  to  have 
spaken,  but  was  interrupted  by  mr.  Speaker 
ajid  the  house.    Then 

Mr.  Speaktr  asked  the  question,  Whether 
mr.  Vice-Cliamberlain  should  carry  the  subr 
Wssion  of  the  house  to  her  maj.  and  it  was 
agreed  to  by  the  consent  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Carleton  offered  again  to  speak,  saying 
with  some  repetition,  that  what  he  had  to  move 
Avas  for  the  Liberty  of  tlie  house ;  but  the 
Speaker  notwitlistanding,  and  tlje  house  (out 
of  a  tender  care  us  it  scemeth  to  give  no  fur- 
ther distaste  to  her  maj.)  did  stay  him. 

Jan.  25,  Mr.  Vicc-Cnaraberlain  brought  An- 
swer from  her  inaj.  of  her  most  gracious  ac- 
ceptation of  the  submission,  and  of  her'ma).*s 
admonition  and  confidence  of  their  discreet 
proceeding;  witli  one  special  note,  that  they 
do  not  nusreport  the  cause  of  her  misTiking, 
which  was  not,  for  that  they  desired  Fasting 
and  Prayer,  but  for  tlie  manner  in  presuming 
to  indict  a  Form  of  publick  Fast  witliout  order 
and  without  her  privity,  whicl)  was  to  intiude 
upon  her  authority  ecclesiastical. 

Motion  for  securing  the  Kingdom,  4'C.  against 
the  Pope,  ifcj]  Sir  Walter  Mitdmavj  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  rose  and  said,  *'  Mr.Speaker, 
l*he  principal  cause  of  our  assembly  here,  be- 
ing to  consult  of  matters  that  do  concern  the 
realm,  I  have  thought  good  with  your  pa^ence, 
to  remember  you  of  such  things,  as  for  the 
weight  and  necessity  of  tliem  I  ud^e  to  be  wor- 
tlty.  of  your  coosklcratio9S«    WhereiA  I  mean 


to  note  unto  you  what  I  have  conceived,  I51 
of  the  pi-esent  State  w€  be  in ;  jiext,  of  tb« 
Dangers  wc  may  justly  be  in  duuht  of;  an4 
lastly,  what  Provision  ought  tq  be  made  m 
time  to  prevent  or  resist  them. — ^1  hat  our 
most  gracious  Queen  did  at  her  first  cntr^ 
loosen  us  from  the  yoke  of  Rome,  and  did  rcf 
store  unto  this  realm  the  most  pure  and  holy 
religion  of  the  gospel,  which  for  a  time  wa# 
ov^ei'-shadowed  with  Popery,  is  known  of  al)[ 
the  world,  and  felt  of  us  to  our  singular  com- 
forts. But  from  liencc,  as  from  the  rout, 
hath  sprung  that  implacable  malice  of  th« 
Pope,  and  hi&Gonfedcntt«s  against  her,  whopo^ 
hv  they  have,  and  do  sejek,  not  only  to  trou^ 
Jble,  but  if  they  could,  to  bring  the  veaki 
again  mto  thraldom ;  the  rather  lor  that  thegf 
hold  this  as  a  iirm  and  settled  opinion,  that 
England  is  the  o^y  settled  monarcny  tliat  mofi( 
doui  maintain  and  countenance  reiigiou,  being 
the  chief  sanctuary  for  the  alBicted  membeiv 
of  the  church  that  fly  thither  from  the  tyranny 
of  Rome,  ^s  men  be'mg  in  dai^er  of  shi|^ 
wreck,  do  from  a  r^ing  and  tempestuous  sea, 
to  a  calm  and  quiet  haven.  Ibis  behig  Sdf^ 
what  bath  not  the.  Pope  essayed  to  aimoy  tht 
Queen  ami  her  State,  thereby,  as  he  think«thy 
to,  remove  tliis  sreat  obstacle  thWt  standcth  be- 
tween liim  and  the  oveE*iiowiug  of  the  \vorld 
again  with  Popery?  For  the  proof  wher^of^ 
these  may  suHice.  The  nortltera  Uebcljioa 
stirred  up  by'  -the  Pope,  Aiid  tiui  quarrel  for 
Popery  :  The  maiutenance  sithence  of  thosm 
rcbek  and  other  fugitives:  The  pubiidhiug 
of  .a  most  impudent,  bhispbeuious  and  ma-* 
licious  bull  against  our  most  rightful  queen : 
The  Invasion  into  Ireland  by  James  Fitz* 
Morrice,  with  tbe  assistance  of  some  Fn^lish 
rebels :  Tlie  raibijig  of  a  dangerous  liebcUioi;! 
in  Ireland  by  tlie  earl  of  Desmond  and  othcr^ 
iu tending  thereby  to  m^kc  a  general  revolt  of 
all  the  whole  realm :  The  late  invasion  of 
strangers  into  Ireland,  and  their  f}^rt ikying  it. 
— The  Pope  turned  thus  tlio  venom  of, his 
curses  and  tlie  pens  of  his  malicious  parasites 
into  men  of  war  and  weapons,  to  wiu  tliat  by 
force,  which  otherwise  he  could  not  do^  ,  And 
though  all  tiie;»e  are  said  to  be  don9  ^y  ^ba 
Pope,  and  in  his  n&me,  yet  ^ho  seeih  not  that 
they  be  maintained  under-hand  by  some  prince9 
his  confederates?  And  if  any  man  be  in  doubt 
of  tliat,  let  him  but  note  from  wheiKe  tbe  last 
iirvasion  into  Ireland  cajne,  o(  wl^  country 
the  ships,  and  of  what  nation  the  most  part  oif 
tlie  soldiers  were,  and.  by>  direaion  of  whas4i 
ministers  they  received  their  vic^a^l  and  fimii^ 
ture. — For  the  Pope  of  hiiaself  at  tiiis  pr«6eut| 
is  far  unable  to  make  w^  upon  any  pvinca  of 
tliat  estate  which  her  m^j<  is  of,  having  lostt 
as  you  know,  many  years,  by  the  preaching  of 
the.  gospel,  tbdsa  infmitc  revenues  yf\\\c}i  bf 
was.  wont  to  have  out  of  England,  Scotland^ 
.Oen^auy^  Switzerh^,  Demnark,  and  otbefug 
and  now  out  of  France  and  tlic  I^w-Countrics| 
saaswe  are  totiiijik  that  his  name  oAly  is  used^ 
and  all,  or  the  most  part  of  the  chargC|  boru  bj 
oiheis. 
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laws.  For  albeit  the  pare  relidon  of  t^ 
gospel  hath  had  a  free  course,  and  hstth  beeti 
treclj  preached  now  many  yean  within  this 
refdm  by  the  protection  of  her  maj.^  most 
christian  govt. ;  yet  such  have  been  the  prmd- 
tkcs  of  the  Pope  and  his  secret  ministers,  as 
the  obstinate  and  stiff-necked  Pkipist  is  so  fkr 
from  being  reformed,  as  he  hath  gotten  stomack 
to  go  backward,  and  to  shew  his  disobedience 
not  only  in  arrogant  words,  but  also  in  con* 
tcmptaous  deeds. — ^To  confirm  them  herein* 
and  to  increase  their  number,  yoo  see  bow  the 
Pope  hatband  doth  comfort  their  hollow  hearts 
witn  abtolutions,  dispensations,  reconeiliationap 
and  such  other  thines  of  Rorne^  You  see  bow 
lately  he  hath  sent  hither  a  sort  of  hypocrites, 
nammg  themselves  Jesuits,  a  rabble  ot  vagrant 
friars  newly  sprunc  up,  and  running  through 
the  vrorld  to  trouble  the  church  of  God ;  whose 
principal  errand  is  by  creeping  into  the  bouses 


The  Queen  nevertheless  by  the  almighty  power  \ 
of  God  standeth  f»st,  maugre  the  Pope  and  all  [ 
his  frieiidi ;  having  hitherto  resurted  all  at- 
tempts against  lier,  to  her  great  honour,  and 
their  groat  shame.  Aj;  The  RebcUiort  in  the  ' 
north  suppressed  without  effusion  of  blood,  t 
therein  her  roaj.  may  say  as  Ciesar  did, 
•  Veni,  vidi,  vici ;'  so  CTcpedite  and  so  ho- 
nourable was  the  victory  that  God  did  give 
her,  by  the  diligence  and  valour  of  those  noble 
men  tltat  had  the  conducting  thereof:  The 
Bnterprize  of  James  Pitz-Mortce  defeated,  and 
himself  slain  :  The  Italians  pulled  out  by  the 
ears  at  Smirviock  in  Ireland,  and  cut  in  pieces 
by  the  notable  service  of  a  noble  captain  and 
valiant  soldiers. — ^Neither  these  nor  any  other 
threaten iugs  or  fears  of  danger  hath,  or  doth 
make  her  to  stagger  or  relent  in  the  cause 
of  Religion;  but  like  a  constant  christian 
princesii,  she  still  holdeth  fast  the  profvs^on 
of  the  Gospel,  that  hath  so  long  upholden 
her,  and  made  us  to  live  in  peace  2^  years 
and  more  under  her  most  gracious  govt,  ftee 
fjeom  those  troubles  that  our  nei^lMurs  have 
felt. — But  yet  nottrithstanding,  teeing  our 
enemies  sleep  not,  it  beboveth  us  not  to  be 
careless,  as  though  all  were  past ;  but  rather 
to  thinl^  that  there  is  but  a  piece  of  the  storm 
over,  aud  that  the  greater  part  of  the  tempest 
remaineth  behind,  and  is  (ike  to  fall  upon  us 
by  the  malice  uf  the  Pope,  the  determinations 
of  the  council  of  Trent,  and  the  combination 
of  the  Pope  with  other  monarchies  and  princes 
devoted  uuto  Rome;  assuring  ourselves  that  if 
their  powers  be  answerable  to  their  wills,  this 
realm  shall  find  at  their  bands  all  the  miseries 
and  extremities  that  they  can  bring  upon  it. 
^nd  though  by  the  late  good  success  which 
God  hath  given  in  Ireland,  these  lewd  and 
malicious  enterprizcs  seem  for  a  time  to  be  as 
it  were  at  a  stand ;  yet  let  us  be  assured,  that 
neither  their  attempts  upon  Ireland,  neither 
tlie  mischiefs  intended  against  England  will 
cease  thus ;  but  if  they  find  us  negligent,  they 
will  be  ready  with  greater  forces  than  have 
been  yet  seen.  •  The  certain  determination 
Hrhich  the  Pope  and  hb  combined  friends  have 
to  root  out  the  reltsion  of  the  gospel  in  all 
places,  aud  to  be;^in  here  as  their  greatest  im- 
pediment, b  cause  sufBcteut  to  make  us  the 
more  v^iiant,  and  to  have  a  wary  eye  to  their 
doings  and  proceedings,  how  smoothly  soever 
they  ipeak  or  dissemble  their  friendships  for 
the  time:  for  let  us  think  surely,  tliat  the? 
have  joined  hands  together  agaiust  as ;  and  if 
they  can,  they  will  procure  tM  sparks  of  the 
flames  that  have  been  so  terrible  in  other 
countries,  to  fly  over  into  England,  and  to 
kindle  as  mat  h  ^tt  here.  And  at  the  Pope, 
by  open  bottilitr,  at  yoa  tee,  hatb  shewed 
hfanself  against  her  miy.;  to  dte  better  to 
answer  in  time  the  purpotet  that  ha  bath 
tet  down  in  the  mean  seatoo  till  they  come 
to  ripeness,  he  hath  and  doth  by  tccret  prac- 
tices withia  this  realm  leave  no^ng  imtried. 
emboldeniog  many  imdvtifbt  ^l^ects  to  stand 
iut  in  their  ditvbedMoce  to  hw  msy.  and  her 


of  men  of  behaviour  and  reputation,  not  only 
to  coirapt  the  realm  with  false  doctrine*  but 
also  under  that  pretence,  to  stir  up  sedidoa, 
to  the  peril  of  her  nug.  and  her  good  subjects 
-—How  these  practices  of  the  Pope  have 
wrought  in  the  disobedient  subjects  of  this 
land,  b  both  evident  and  lamentable  to  con- 
sider. For  such  impression  hath  the  estimation 
of  the  Pope's  authority  made  in  tbcm,  as  not 
only  those  which  from  the  beginning  have 
refused  to  obey,  but  many,  yea,  very  many  of 
those  which  divers  years  together  did  yield  and 
conform  themselves  in  their  open  actions^ 
sithence  the  decrees  of  that  unholy  council 
of  Trent,  and  sithence  the  publishing  and  de- 
nouncing of  that  blasphemous  Bull  against  her 
maj.  and  sithence  those  secret  absolutions  and 
reconciliations,  and  the  swarming  hither  of  a 
number  of  Popbh  priests  and  monkish  Jesuits, 
have  and  do  utterly  refuse  to  be  of  our  Church, 
or  to  resort  unto  our  preaching  and  prayers.  ' 
The  sequel  whereof  must  needs  prove  dauper- 
ous  to  the  whole  state  of  the  common-weatlth. 
— By  thb  you  see  vihat cau*e  we  have  jnstlv  to 
doubt  great  mischief  threatened  to  this  realm  * 
and  therewith  you  may  easily  ^ee  also  how  for 
the  preventing  and  withstanding  of  the  same, 
it  beboveth  her  maj.  not  only  to  provide  in 
time  sufficient  laws  for  the  continuing  of  this 
peaceable  govt,  but  also  to  be  ready  with 
forces,  to  repress  all  attempts  that  may  be  en- 
terprized,  either  by  enemies  abroad,  or  by  evil 
subjects  at  home.  What  difference  there  is 
between  the  Pope*s  persecuting  Church,  and 
thb  mild  Churoi  of  the  Gosi^,  hath  been 
seen  in  all  ages,  and  especially  in  the  late 
govt,  compared  with  the  merciful  time  of  het 
msg.'s  reign :  the  continuance  of  which  cle^ 
mcn^  b  also  to  be  wished,  so  far  as  may  stand 
with  God's  honour  and  the  ^ety  of  the  realm ; 
but  when  by  long  proof  we  find,  that  thb  ^ 
vourable  and  gende  manner  of  dealing  with 
the  disobeyers  and  contemners  of  Religion,  to 
win  them  by  fair  means  if  it  were  possible, 
hath  done  no  good,  bat  bath  bred  in  tbem  a 
more  arrogant  and  contemptuous  spirit,  so  a§ 
they  have  not  only  prcramtd  to  daobey  te 
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taw-s  and  orders  of  the  realm^  but  also  to  ac- 
cept from  Rome  secret  absolutions,  recoucilia- 
tioQs,  aud  such  like;  and  that  by  the  hands  of 
lewd  runagates,  jiriesis,  and  Jesuits,  lucrbour* 
ing  and  entertaining  them  even  in  their  houses; 
thereby  shewing  an  obedience  to  the  Pope,  by 
their  direction  albo  nourijshiug  and  training  up 
their  children  and  kinsf()lkB,  not  only  hc  home, 
l)Ut  alao  abroad,  in  the  seininarics  of  Popery; 
now  1  say  it  is  lijue  for  us  to  look  more  nui- 
rowly  and  strictly  to  them,  lest  as  they  be  cor- 
rupt, so  they  prove  dangerous  members  to 
many  born  within  the  entrails  of  our  comiuou- 
waltli. — And  seeing  tiiat  the  lenity  of  the 
time,  and  the  mildness  oi  the  laws  litretolbre 
made,  are  im  smiUl  cause  of  tlicir  arrojgant 
disobedience,  it  is  necessary  that  wc  make  a 
Provision  of  Laws  more  stiict  and  more  severe ; 
to  constrain  them  to  yield  their  open  obedi- 
ence, at  the  loiust,  to  her  maj.  in  causes  of 
Religion,  and  not  to  live  as  they  hst,  to  the 
perilous  example  of  others,  and  to  the  encou- 
raging of  their  own  evil  greeted  minds;  but  if 
tliey  will  needs  submit  tiiemselves  to  the  bene- 
diction of  the  Pope,  tliey  may  feel  how  little 
his  curses  can  huit  us,  and  how  little  liis  btes- 
«in^s  can  save  them  from  that  punishment 
^vhjch  wfc  arc  able  to  lay  upon  them;  letting 
them  also  find,  how  dangerous  it  shall  be  for 
them  to  deal  with  the  Pope,  or  any  thing  of 
his,  or  with  tho^e  Romish  priests  and  Jesuits; 
and  thcrcwitli  also  how  perilous  it  shall  be  for 
those  seditious  runat^ntes  to  enter  into  the 
land,  to  draw  away  from  her  maj.  that  obe- 
dience, which  by  the  laws  of  God  and,man  are 
due  unto  her.  This  then  is  owii  of  tfie  Pro- 
visions which  we  ouuht  to  take  care  of  in  this 
council,  whereby  we  may  both  enjoy  still  that 
)iappy  peace  v  e  live  in,  and  the  Pope  take  the 
less  boldness  to  trouble  us,  by  any  favour  he 
shall  find  here.  The  next  is  Provision  of 
Forces  sufficient  to  answer  any  violence  that 
may  be  oflTercd  cither  here  or  abroad;  for  the 
which  you  know  it  is  recjuisite  that  her  maj.  do 
make  preparati  m  both  l>y  hta and  bv land.  God 
hatli  placed  this  kingrlom  in  an  inland  envi- 
roned with  the  sea  as  with  a  natural  and 
strong  wall,  whereby  we  are  not  subject  to 
those  sudden  invasions  which  other  frontier 
countries  be.  One  of  our  greatest  defences 
•landing  by  sea,  the  number  of  ^ood  ships  is 
of  the  most  importance  fur  us.  What  the 
t)ueen*s  navy  is,  now  many  notable  ships,  and 
how  fiir  behind  is  the  navy  of  any  other  prince, 
is  known  to  all  men;  and  therewith  also  it 
may  be  easily  considered  how  great  charges 
be  mcidcnt  to  the  same.  Necessary  alSo  it  is, 
that  her  imy.  have  Forces  by  Land  suthclent 
to  chastise  the  rebels  in  Ireland,  aud  to  re- 
press any /orei^9  attempts  either  there  or  here. 
Tor  which  services,  either  by  land  or  by  sea,  her 
maj.  needeth  not  as  other  princes  arc  fain  to 
do,  to  entertain  necessary  soldiers  of  Foreign 
Countries  hardly  gotten,  costly  and  danger- 
ously kept,  and  in  the  end  little  or  no  service 
done  them ;  but  may  brln^  sufBcietit  forces  of 
her  own-  natural  stibjecU,  ready  tod  eaiy  to 
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be  levied,  that  carry  with  them  willing,  va* 
liant,  and  fiiithful  minds,  such  as  few  nations 
may  easily  compare  unth.  But  these  forces, 
with  their  furniture  Und  munition,  can  neither 
be  prepared  nor  maintained  to  have  contiuu* 
ance,  without  pfovision  of  Treasure  suliicient 
to  bear  the  change,  being  as  you  know  termed 
of  old  ^  nervus  belli/  1  his  belongeth  to  us  to 
consider,  and  tliat  in  tiine  tlierc  be  not  lack 
of  the  sinews  tliat  must  hold  together  iIhj 
strengtli  of  our  body.  And  because,  through 
the  malice  of  our  enemies,  her  maj.  is  drivea 
to  keep  great  Forces  in  Ireland,  for  the  better 
suppressing  of  that  Rebellion  to  her  exceeding 
charge;  and  for  that  also  it  is  uncertain,  ho\r 
sudden  and  how  great  other  attempts  may  be  ; 
therefore  in  reason,  our  Supply  of,  that  main* 
tenance  ought  to  be  the  more,  especially  the 
Wars  being  at  this  day  so  costly  as  e\ery  maa 
in  his  private  expeuce  muy  easily  juda;e.  But 
lest  that  perad venture  some  may  judge,  that 
the  contribution  granted  by  us  now  5  years 
pa^t,  both  frankly  and  dutifully,  might  sudioe 
lor  many  years  without  any  iiew ;  I  dare  ^s-« 
sure  you  for  the  acquaintance  I  have  (though 
I  be  unworthy)  with  those  her  maj.'s  affairs, 
that  tlie  tame  hath  not  been  suilicient  to  an- 
swer the  extraordinary  charges  happened  siuce 
then,  especially  those  of  Ireland,  by  the  onQ 
'half;  but  her  maj.  hatli  supplied  the  rest  out 
of  her  own  revenues,  spann^  from  herself  to 
serve  the  nccesiity  of  the  realm,  and  shuunixijg 
thereby  Loans  upon  Interest,  as  a  most  pesti- 
lent canker  that  is  able  to  devour  even  th^ 
states  of  princes.  Which  being  so,  as  it  i| 
most  true,  we  are  not  to  think  upon  the  charge 
that  is  past,  but  the  good  we  have  received  by 
it,  being  by  that  provision  well  and  .honour- 
ably defended  against  the  malice  of  our  ene- 
mies. And  therefore  considering  the  great 
benefit  we  have  received  by  the  last  paymcbt^ 
being  easily  taxed  and  easily  borne,  whereby 
we  have  kept  all  the  rest  in  peace ;  let  us,  m 
provident  counsellors  of  thb  state,  prepared 
again  hi  time  that  which  may  be  able  to  with- 
stand the  mischiefs  intended- against  us.  To 
do  this  willingly  and  libenilly,  our  duty  to  our 
queen  and  country,  aud  our  safeties,  move  ui* 
Tne  love  and  duty  that  we  owe  to  our  most 
gracious  queen,  by  whose  ministry  God  hath 
done  so  great  things  for  us,  even  such  as  be 
wonderful  in  tlie  eyes  of  the  world,  ought  t<) 
make  us  more  careful  for  fier  presenation  and 
security  than  for  our  own. — I'he  same  Iov« 
and  duty  that  we  owe  to  our  gracious  sove- 
reign, and  to  this  our  native  country,  oogl^ 
to  make  us  all  think  upon  the  realm  of  Irelan4 
as  upon  a  principal  member  of  this  crown, 
having  contiimcd  so  this  400  years  or  more. 
To  lose  that  iand,  or  any  part  thereof,  w  hich 
the  enemies  seek,  would  not  ouly  bring  with  it 
dishonour,  but  also  prove  a  thing  most  dan- 
gerous to  Ei^and ;  considering  tlie  neames* 
of  that  realm  to  this,  aud  the  goodness  of  so 
many  notable  havens  as  he  there.  Again,  t9 
reform  that  nation  bv  planting  therein  reli^iott 
and  justice,  which  tho  enemies  labour  tp  iu- 
3G 
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temipt,  15  most  eodly  and  necessary;  rhe  ne^* 
fecting  \%  hereof  nath  and  will  continue  that 
I  people  in  all  irrcligion  anil  disorder^  to  the 
Ijrcat  offence  of  God,  and  to  the  infinite  charge 
of  this  realm. — Finally,  let  os  be  mindful  also 
of  our  safety,  thereby  to  avoid  so  great  dan- 
gers, not  seen  afar  off,  but  iminineut  over  our 
heads.  The  quietness  that  v^e  hnvc  by  the 
peaceable  govt,  of  her  maj.  doth  make  us  to 
4'AJoy  all  that  b  ours  in  more  .freedom  than 
any  nation  under  the  sun  at  this  day :  but  let 
noi  that  breed  in  us  a  careless  sccuriry^  as 
though  this  clear  sun-light  could  uever  be  diurk- 
ened ;  but  let  us  think  certainly  that  the  Pope 
^iid  his  favourers  do  both  envy  our  felicity, 
and  leave  do  practice  unsought  to  overthrow 
the  same.  Aud  if  any  man  be  so  dull  (as  I 
trust  there  be  none  here)  that  he  cannot  con- 
oetv«  tbt  blessedness  of  this  our  golden  pearc, 
except  he  felt  the  lack  of  it;  let  him  but  cast 
his  eyes  over  the  seas,  into  our  ncighlmur's  coun- 
tries, and  there  behold  what  trouble  the  Pope 
and  his  ministers  have  stirred  a^iost  such  as  pro- 
.•  jpfc  fcsjj  the  same  religion  of  Jc»us  Christ  as  we  do.— 

Therefore  to  couclude.  Seeing  the  malice  of 
the  pope  and  his  contederates  are  so  notorious 
liuto  us,  and  seeing  the  dangers  be  so  gnat, 
and  seeing  that  preparations  to  withstand  them 
cannot  be  made  without  support  of  the  reahn ; 
and  seeing  that  our  duties  to  God,  our  queen 
and  country,  and  the  necessity  tliat  han^cth 
tipon  our  own  safe-guardi,  be  reasons  sutlicicnt 
to  persuade  us ;  let  us  think  upon  these  mat^ 
tcrs  as  the  weight  of  them  desoneth ;  and  so 
provide  in  time  both  by  laws  to  restrain  and 
corfect  the  evil  affected  subjects,  and  by  pro- 
tision  of  that  which  shall  be  requisite  for  the 
maintenance  of  forces  as  our  enemies  finding 
our  minds  so  willing,  and  our  hands  so  ready 
io  keep  our  country  in  order,  and  to  furnish 
her  maj.  with  all  that  shall  be  necessary,  may 
either  be  discouraged  to  attempt  any  thine 
against  us,  or  if  they  do,  they  may  find  such 
resistance,  as  shall  bring  conrasion  to  them- 
^elv^,  honour  to  our  most  gracious  queen, 
and  safety  to  us  all." 

Mr.  Norton  pursued  the  same  a!lmonition, 
and  required  the  house  to  proceed  to  a  manner 
6f  executing  it ;  which  io  his  opinion  was  to 
hpp6int  all  the  priry^coundl  of  tois  house,  and 
Certain  other  lit  oenons,  to  consult  of  bills 
convenient  to  he  frormed  according  to  the  said 
ihotion  to  he  presented  to  the  house ;  which 
motion  also  was  well  allowed,  and  Commit- 
tcf  H  were  accordingly  appointed. 
*  There  were  few  debates  on  an^  considerable 
points  during  this  session ;  the  bill  for  a  Supply 
being  pasft^  witlioot  aay«  There  are  also 
tnany  orders  and  regulations  relating  to  Elec- 
tions, ^c.  but  none  of  them  are  material 
enouch*  for  our  purpose,  'the  house  also 
tbouglit  fit  to  pctuiod  the  queen,  on  the  old 
fc<^re  of  makmg  some  farther  Reformation 
lu  Religiott.  But  this  was  touched  so  tenderly, 
in  the  Petition,,  that  she  thought  fit  to  give 
<'them  a  favourable  answer  to  it :  on  which  the 
hii»us«  ^uunc  to  a  resohitioit  to  lake  no  aore 


notice  of  this  affair,  but  to  leave  it  to  tb« 
Speaker,  in  his  Speech  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  recommend  this  Reformation  to  her 
maj.  as  he  thought  proper. 

Die  Speahet^s  Speech  to  the  Queen  at   the 
close  of  the  Sesshn,]    March  18th,  the  Queea 
came  to  the  house  of  lords,  when  the  Speakcx" 
of  the  Commons,  &c.  being  admitted,  on  the 
presenting  of  the  Bills  to  her  maj.  he  sp6Le  to 
this   effect  t-—"  That  the  chief  purpose    in 
mnking  of  Laws  did  consist  of  3   principal 
part>,  to  wit,  the  firjt,  for  the  true  and  sincere 
service  and  glorj'  of  God  ;  Sndly,  for  the  sure- 
ty- -  and    preservation   of  her  maj.'sj  person ; 
and  Srdly,  for  the  good,  quiet,  and  benefit  uf 
the  commonwealth;  ascribing  the  sincere  an<l 
plontifnl  preaching  of  God*s  Word,  with  the 
due  and  ri^rht  use  of  Prayer  and  AdministriV' 
tion  of  the  .Sacraments,   and  the  true  exercise 
and  di.<tipline  in  the  churches,  to  be  the  ordi- 
nary means  both  of  the  advancement  of  God'a 
glory-,  hor  maj.'s  safety,  and  of  her  subjects 
prosperity ;  the  dew  of'^the  Word  watering  and 
briu«;ing  forth  in  all  good  christian  consciences^ 
the  ti  uc  knowledge  and  fear  of  God,  faithful 
love  and  due  obedience  unto  her  maj.  and 
perfect  unity  in  the  general  society  of  thia 
conimonwcahh.      And   the  exercise    of   the 
sword  of  Discipline  to  cut  off,  repress  and  cor- 
rect all  excesses  and  errors  tendmg  to  the  im- 
peachment of  all  good  effect^  aforesaid.    De- 
claring  further  unto  her  highness,   that  her 
maj.'s  nobles  and  commons  in  this   present 
pari,  hatl  very  carefuUy,  gravely,  and  dutifully 
travelled  in  this  uresait  session,  to  devise  and 
ordaiu  good  and  wholesome  la^rs  for  those 
ends  and  porpoeet,  to  be  established  and  al-. 
lowed  by  her  highness ;  and  al:^,  some  other 
good  and  neceseary  laws,  as  well  for  the  whole 
state  of  the  commonwealth  in  general,  as  for 
the  private  benefit  and  necessary  relief  of  sun- 
dry her  maj.'s  particular  good  subjects:  and 
so  recommending  all  the  same  unto  her  high- 
ness, and  especially  3  of  them,  whereof  one 
doth  chiefly  and  principally  tend  to  the  bridline 
and  reformins  of  her  maj.'s  disobedient  and 
obstinate  sabyecti,  the  utter  adversaries  of  true 
rehgion,  and  the  most  pernicious  and  danger^ 
ous  enemiet^of  her  highnesses  moat  royal  per- 
son, sute  and  govt.;   the  2nd,  for  the  due 
maintenance  and  '  preservation    of  her  ma- 
jest/s  honour,  gooa  fame  and  dignitjr ;  ham* 
bly  besought  her  mtyesty  to  give  Iifo  unto* 
all  the  £aid  Laws  by  her  royal  asMnt.    And 
then  yielding  unto  her  hkbnest  most  hum- 
ble thanks,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  house, 
for  her  mi^.^s  most  (pracious  acceptation  of 
tlieir  most  hnmble  petition  unto  her  highness 
for  Reformation  of  some  Abuses  yet  remaining 
in  the  church ;  and  most  humbly  renewing  the 
speedy  consideration  thereof  uato^  her  maj.'s 
good  remembrance  at  her  good  will  and  pwa- 
sure,   did  further  most  mnnhly  beseech  her 
highiiQss,  in  the  name  and  behuf  of  the  Com- 
mons of  her  realm,  that  her  maj.  would  (at 
tfieir  most  humble  suit,  the  rather)  haye  a  vi- 
gilant and  provident  care  of  the  safety  of  hsr 
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most  royal  person,  against  the  malicous  at? 
tempts  of  some  mighty  foreign  enemies  abroad, 
and  the  craiterous  practices  of  most  unnatural 
disobedient  subjects  both  abroad  and  At  home, 
envying  the  blessed  and  most  happy  and  quiet 
gOTt.  of  this  realm  under  her  highness ;  upon 
the  thread  of  whose  life  only,  i^ext  under  God, 
dependeth  the  life  and  whole  state  and  stay  of 
every  her  good  and  dutiful  subjects. — And 
witmU,  that  it  might  please  her  highness  to 
have  such  good  care  and  regard  generally  for 
the  maintenance  of  Mariners,  and  of  Naviga- 
tion, the  very  strength  and  walls  of  her  maj.'s 
realms  and  dominions,  as  may  seem  most  con<> 
venient  unto  her  liighness  from  time  to  time. 
And  so  declaring,  that  her  maj/s  Nobles  and 
Commons,  having  had  consideration  of  her 
highness's  great  charges  many  ways  for  de- 
fence of  her  realms  and  people  against  foreign 
enemies,  and  rebellious  subjects,  both  already 
employed,  and  hereafter  to  be  employed,  have 
granted  unto  her  highness  one  isubsidy,  and 

Ewo  15ths  and  lOths,  which  they  besought  her 
ighncss  to  accept  in  good  part  according  to 
their  humble  duties ;  and  gave  her  maj.  most 
fumble  thanks  for  her  highness's  most  gracious, 
general  and  free  Pardon." 

ITie  Lord  Chancellor's  Answer,]  The  Lord 
Chancellor  by  her  maj /s  commandment,  an-; 
swering  very  excellently  and  briefly  the  parts 
of  mr.  Speaker*s  oration,  did  amongst  other 
things  deliver  her  maj/s  most  hearty  thai\ks 
linto  both  Houses,  for  their  great  and  good 
c;are  for  the  safety  of  her  person,  and  also  of 
her  honour,  good  fume  and  dignity ;  not  yet 
comprehending  within  those  general  thanks^ 
auch  members  of  the  Commons  as  have  this 
session  dealt  n^^  rashly  in  some  things  than 
was  flt  for  them  to  do ;  and  giving  them  withal 
like  hearty  thanks  for  the  said  contribution  of 
ft  Subsidy  and  two  15ths  imd  lOths,  in  tha^  it 
was  granted  as  willingly  and  frankly,  and  aI^ 
as  lars;ely  and  amply^^  and  to  be  answered  ua 
speedily,  as  any  other  like  ever  hath  been,  i 
taking  the  same  in  as  good  part  as  if  it  had 
been  to  her  own  private  use ;  where  in  very 
deed  it  is  to  be  employed  to,  the  general  ser* 
vice  and  benefit  of  the  whole  realm. — Then 
giving  the  royal  assent  to  15  public  and  15 
private  bills,  be  prorogued  the  pail,  to  the 
SWth  of  April, 

We  have  now  another  chain  of  Adjourn*, 
meats,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  sam,e  pari,  for 
^  years  more.  During  this  period,  except  the 
aimirof  the.  still  impnsoned  Queen  of  Scots 
which  will  be  treated  of  in  the  sequel,^  there  is 
nutliiug  to  our  purpose. 

H%c  Pari,  dmol-ned,  qfter  18  Frorogationt.] 
Oo  the  19th  of  AprS  158d,  the  pari,  being 
met,  after  ^8  prorogatipns,  the  lord  chancel- 
Ipr  deUveitd  a  Commission  from  the  queen, 
directed  to  bimself,^  and  many  of  the  peers,  to 
the  clerk  of  pari,  to  be  read^  by  w^hich  Com- 
mission, they  were  anthoriaed  to  dissolve  it. 
Accordingly,  this  pari,  was  dissolved^  after  it 
h^d  subsisted  very  near  11  ^^ears.  ' 

Jb  netQ  Furl,  omcd.l    Winn  wert  issotd  fbr 


a  new  pari,  to  meet  on  the  a3d  of  Nov.  1585. 
The  Jouri^alft  of  the  Lords  are  now  a  liitle 
more  particular  in  the  recital  of  their  daily 
proceedings,  th^n  of  la;e  v?ars^  We  arc  told 
that,  on  the  meeting,  the  lo.rd  chancellor, 
Bromley,  opened  the  cause-  of  the  summons, 
by  the  queen's  command,  being  s^nte4  on  the 
throne,  in  a  short,  but  accurate  Speech  for 
that  purpose.  The  lleceivers  and  Tr):ers  of 
Petitions,  being  appointed,  tlic  next  d»\y  the 
Commons  presented  John  PMckerinj,  osq;  ser-? 
jeant  at  law,  to  the  queen,  for  their  Speaker^ 
who,  witli  ^he  usual  ceremonies,  was  admitted^ 
No  particular  speeches  are  entered,  in  either 
Journal,  at  the  meeting  of  this  pari.  On  the 
21st  of  Dec,  the  Queen  by  her  letters  pa-» 
tents,  adjourned  the  pari,  to  the  -Ith  of  Feb, 
following. 

Act  against  Jesuits,  Seminari/  PrUsls,  ^r.J 
Two  days  before  the  said  acjjournjnent  hap- 
pened, a '  rennarkable  bill  was  sent  up  by  the  ^ 
commons,  entitled,  *  A  bill  against  Jesuits, 
Seminary  Priests,  and  other  such  disobedient 
Persons.*  On  the  2d  day  of  their  meeting^ 
after  the  adjounimcnt,  this  bill  was  rc-assunied ; 
and  on  the  first  reading  in  the  lord<^,  was  com-^ 
mitted^  We  heax  ^9  ««ore  of  ti\U  bill  tiH 
March  10th,  when  a  Conference  was  desirecl 
by  the  lower  house  with  some  of  the  Lord* 
about  it.  On  the  same  day  anotlicr  was  sent 
up  with  this  title,  *  An  act  for  the  Security  of 
her  Majesty's  moat  Royal  Person  >  and  ctinti<> 
nuin^  the  Kcalm  in  Peace.*  March  15,  the 
Jesuit*^  bill  passed  thcl^rtls  with  some  amend- 
m^nts,  agreed  to  by  both  houses,  and  after-, 
wards  becamii^  a  statute.  By  it  was  enacted, 
"  That  rhey,  and  all  other  Popish  prii^ts, 
should  dijpart  the  realm  within  40  days.  Thuc 
tho^  who.  should  al^erwards  return  into  the 
kingdom^^  should  be  guilty  of  hi^h-trcason. 
Thaf  he,  who  shall  wittingly  ana  willingly 
harbour,  relieve,  and  maintain  them,  should 
be  guilty  of  felony;  tha{  those  EnglUh  who 
were  brought  up  in  seminaries  ahroad,  if  they 
returned  within  6  months  afttjr  notipq  given, 
and  submitted  not  themselves  to  tl)^  queen, 
before  a  bp.  or  two  justices,  should  be  j^uilty 
of  high^trcason.  And  if  any,  so  subnutting 
themselves,  should  ^vitliin.  10  years  approacli. 
the  qucen^  court,,  or  com?  within  10  miles 
thereof,  their  submission  shoiild  be  void.  That 
they,  who  by  any  means  whatsoever,  should 
send  or  convey  over  any  money  to  students  in 
such  seminaries,  should  incur  the  penalty  of - 
a  Pr^munire..  That  if  any  of  the  peers  of  the 
realm,  or  barons  of  pari,  should  offend  against 
these  laws,  he  shoula  be  brought  to  bis  trial  by 
his  peers.  That  if  any  should  know  of  any 
such  Jesuits,  or  other  priests,  sthove  said^ 
lurking  within  the  realm,  and  shoul^l  not  dis- 
cover them  within  12  dpys,,  he  should  be  fined^ 
and  imprisoned  at  the  queen's  pleasure.  That 
if  any  man  should  be  suspected  to  be  a  Je- 
suit or  Priest,  aforesaid,  and  not  submit  him-, 
self  to  examination,  he  should,  for  his  con-< 
tempt,  be  imprisoned  till  he  diil  submit.  That, 
he  who  should  send  his  children,  ovap^  others^ 
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to  seminaries  and  colleges  of  tb^  Popish  pro- 
fession, should  be  fined  lOOl.,  And  that  tlio^e, 
who  were  so  sent  tliiiher,  should  not  succeed 
as  heirs,  nor  enjoy  any  estates,  which  should 
any  w  ay  fall  to  them ;  the  li!  c  for  all  such  as 
should  not  return  home  from  the  said  semina- 
ries, within  a  year,  unless  they  did  confonn 
themselves  to  the  church  ot"  Kn^land.  That  if 
the  wardens  or  oil  ccrs  oi'thc  potts  should  per- 
mit any  otlitrs,  hcHdes  «ciinicn  or  merchants, 
to  cross  the  sca%  without  licence  from  the* 
queen  or  6  privy-counstllors,  they  should  be 
put  out  of  their  j>lacc."s;  and  the  masters  of 
such  ships  as  can  icd  ihcni,  .should  forfeit  their 
ships  and  goods,  and  suiter  i  m  prison  men  t  fur 
a  year."— Cum bd en  informs  us  that  the  bill 
met  with  no  opposition,  in  either  House,  but, 
only,  from  one  member  of  the  Commons. 
His  name  was  Wm.  Parry,  a  Welshman,  and 
a  civilian ;  who,  pleading  against  it,  said,  that 
*  it  was  a  cruel,  bloody  and  desperate  law, 
and  wotdd  be  of  pernicious  consequence  to 
the  English  natioa/  Being  desired  to  shew  his 
reasons,  he  obstinately  refused,  unless  it  was 
before  the  queen's  council.  'Upon  this  Ijc  was 
taken  into  custoi(y;  but,  his  reasons  being 
afteruards  he«uxl,  and  submission  mode,  he 
uras  admitted  again  into  the  house.  Thoui^h, 
this  zealous  man  bad  better  have  held  \\ib 
tongue ;  for,  shortly  he  was  accused  of  being 
in  a  plot  to  subvert  the  govt,  and  take  away 
the  Queen's  life:  and  was  found  guilty  and 
executed,  as  a  traitor  for  it,  before  the  palace- 
gate  at  Westminster,  whilst  the  pari,  was 
jet  sitting.  See  Cambden,  p.  501,  also,  a 
long  account  of  this  conspiracy  and  Parry's 
confession,  &c.  in  HoUingshcad,  p.  lo8-J. 

Act  for  the  Snrtly  of  the  Queen*s  Pci  son  ] 
Another  stronc  bulwark  was  framed  this  pari, 
jn  support  of  tlic  present  govt. ;  and  that  w  as 
a  bill  mentioned  before,  for  the  Surety  of  the 
queen's  Royal  Pernm,  and  the  continuance  of 
Peace  in  tlie  Realm.  This  was  a  stroke,  aimed, 
directly,  at  the  Quccti  of  Scots  and  her  title, 
and  whoever  durtt  attempt  to  yet  it  up.  Tt 
was  passed  in  the  liords,  March  1.3 ;  and  by  it 
an  Association,  as  it  is  here  called,  was  €'bta- 
blished  ;  the  first  of  this  kind  wc  have  yet  met 
with.  Thereby  it  was  cnnctcri,  "  That  ^4,  or 
more,  of  the  privy  council  and  bouse  of  lords, 
to  be  deputed  hy  the  (|iicen*.s  cominisi&ion, 
should  make  ia<jui5iti(m  after  all  such  as  bhould 
invade  the  kingd  )m,  raise  rebellion,  or  at- 
tempt to  hurt  or  destroy  the  queen's  person, 
for  or  by  wht»msocver  emplrjytcl  that  might 
lay  claim  to  the  crown  of  England.  And  that 
the  person,  for  whom  or  by  whom  they  should 
attempt  the  same,  should  be  utterly  uncapa- 
ble  of  any  title  to  the  crown,  be  deprived 
v^olly  of  all  ripht  to  it,  and  prosecuted  to 
death  by  all  faitl)ful  subjects;  if  the  person 
should  be  judged,  by  these  24  men,  to  be 
guilty  of  such  rebellion/  invasion,  or  treason- 
able attempt,  and  by  public  proclamatron  so 
declared. ** 

A  SubiidtfJ]  March  ISth,  the  Commons 
sent  up  a  Grant  of  a  Supply  to  her  miy.  coa- 


sisting  of  one  entire  Subsidy,  which  was  2s.  8d* 
on  goods,  and  4&.  on  lands,  according  to  Stoi%c» 
p.  702 ;  and  two  Xoths  and  lOths.  On  the  2d. 
reading,  the  Lords  dropped  the  lOtfas;  and  it 
was  passed  so  by  tlie  printed  statutes.  Ao 
act  for  a  Subsidy  of  6s.  in  the  pound,  from  tbc 
Clergy,  to  be  paid  in  3  years,  was,  also,  con- 
firmed this  session. 

The  first  biil  of  moment  read  in  the  Com- 
mons was,  for  the  better  ajid  more  reverent 
observance  of  the  Sabbath-Day.  Kov.  2T,  it 
wiis  committed  to  a  number  of  members;  who^ 
we  find,  frao^  a  new  one,  which  was  remd, 
hut  did  not  pass  the  two  houses  wicboot  mudt 
dispute  and  great  dilbcultv. 

Nov.  28,  sir  Walter  Mildnmy,  cbanc.  of  tba 
excheq^  takini;  occasion  to  speak  of  the  suddea 
crJliug  of  thid  pari,  at  such  an  unseasonable 
time  of  the  year,  and  the  likeliliood  of  the 
short  continuance  of  it,  did  thereupon  dctlare 
the  same  to  l>e  called  for  very  urgent  aud  ne- 
cessary causes.  Sir  C.  Hatton,  spoke  to  the 
same  eflfect;  but  both  the  speeches  are  omitted 
in  the  Journals,  though  they  histed  aboie  a 
hours.  At  the  end  ot  wliich  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  of  a  Supply. 

Dec.  14,  three  Petitions  were  read  touching 
the  Liberty  of  godly  Preacher.-,  to  exe^ci^e 
and  continue  their  mmistry ;  and  also,  for  the 
speedy  supply  of  able  Wd  suiiicicut  men  into 
divers  places,  now  de^titurc  of  the  ordinary 
means  of  SaJvaition.  But  lliough  the  further 
proceedings  were  deferred  to  a  more  conve- 
nient time  hy  the  hou?r,  yet,  one  dr.  Turpcr 
rose  up  and  put  the  house  in  mind  of  a  Biil 
atsd  Book  which  he  had  ort'ercd  to  tiiem ;  and, 
as  he  said,  tliis  Bill  and  Book  being  trained  by 
certain  godly  and  learned  misters,  tending, 
as  ho  conceived,  ^o  die  glory  of  God,  the 
safety  of  her  maj.  and  the*  good  of  tiic  common- 
wealth; thereflire  pravtd  that  it  might  be 
read.  To  this,  sir  JV.  Kn^^Ilcs  repUed,  but  in 
few  words;  and  alt^r  him  sir  C.  llattou  more 
largely ;  who  pressed  and  moved  the  house  so 
much  tl.cicin,  tiiat  it  was  at  length  resolved 
that  the  said  Biil  and  Book  sliould  not  be  read. 
And,  as  to  all  necchsary  liberty  to  the  aibre- 
buid  minister^),  or  a  supply  of  able  men  iu 
places  ,that  v.  anted,  it  was  not  doubted  but 
that  her  maj.  would  take  some  speedy  order 
about  them.  Then  sir  C.  Hatton  moved, 
"  That  for  the  better  and  more  speedy  expedi- 
tion of  otber  groat  nmtters  now  in  hand,  the 
house  would  pi-oceed  to  tlie  reading  of  a  bill, 
lately  finished,  for  the  Safety  and  Presenatioa 
of  the  Queen's  Royal  Person.  And  the  rather . 
because  he  conceived  they  would  shordy  be , 
adjourned  till  after  Christmas.'' 

Dr,  Parry  opposes  the  BUI  ftgaimi  Jayits 
and  Seminar  if  Prusts^  4-f.]  Doc,  17,  the  bill 
against  .Tesuits,  Seminary  Priests,  and  such 
like  disobedient  Subjects  was  passed  with  little 
or  no  opposition,  but  froiu  dr.  Parry,  men- 
tioned betore.  The  Journals  of  the  Gommoos 
are  more  particular,  than  the  historian  before 
quoted,  about  this  a^air,  which  we  shall  giic 
in  their  owa  words^as  follows;—-''  Tbi^biU 
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passed  the  house  with  litde  or  no  ar^ 
meat,  except  from  one  dr.  Parry,  %^ho  in  very 
violent  terms  spake  directly  against  the  whole 
bill ;  afhnning  it  to  savour  of  treasons,  to  be 
full  of  blood,  dau|;er,  despair,  and  terror  or 
dread  to  the  Eu^^lish  subjects  of  this  realm, 
our  brethren,  uncles,  and  kinsfolks ;  and  also 
full  of  confiscations,  but  unto  whom?  Not, 
said  he,  to  her  maj.  (which  he  wished  they 
were^  and  said,  lie  did  not  think  the  contrary 
but  that  zeal  would  cause  the  bill  to  have  pas- 
sage both  in  this  House  and  with  the  Lords ; 
hut  yet  he  hoped  wl»cn  it  should  corae  into  her 
highueS^'s  roost  meixiful4iands,  tlmt  it  would 
stay' and  rest  there ;  until  which  time  he  wf^uld 
reserve  his  reasons  of  his  negative  voice  against 
the  bill,  then  to  be  discovered  by  hjm  only 
unto  her  maj, — Whereupon  dr.  Parry,  by  order 
of  this  llousc,  was  appointed  to  be  sequestered 
into  the  outer  room  of  tins  house  into  the  Ser- 
jeant's custody,  and  without  conferring  with 
any,  whilst  the  matter  now  in  question,  con- 
cerning his  former  speeches  against  the  bill  last 
passed,  is  in  debating,  until  he  shall  be  called 
in  again.  And  afterwards,  beinj:  brought  to 
the  bar,  and  there  kneehng  upon  his  knee,  he 
was  told  by  mr.  Speaker  in  name  of  the  wliole 
House,  That  if  he  thought  good,  the  House 
was  contented  to  hear  nijn  what  reasons'  he 
couM  yield  for  himself  in  maintenance  of  his 
said  speeches  against  the  aforesiiid  bill,  to  the 
better  satisfaction  of  this  ftousc ;  or  what  other 
matter  of  excuse  he  could  allcd^c  touching  his 
former  contempt,  uttered  in  the  presence  of 
this  said  house,  in  very  unseemly  manner,  and 
in  unfitting  words,  in  that  he  did  speak  so  re- 
proachfully against  a  bill,  rtrst  travelled  in,  and 
publicly  allowed  of  in  the  House ;  and  then 
considerately  and  maturely  perused  and  di- 
gested by  so  great  and  grave  a  committee,  se- 
lected out  of  the  ablest  members  of  this  House, 
vho  having  further  diligently  and  dutifully  la- 
boured therein,  and  brought  it  again  into  the 
House  with  one  unanimous  approbation  of  it 
as  of  a  good  and  necessary  bill;  and  that, 
lastly,  it  had  been  also  so  approved  of  this  day, 
and  upon  the  3rd  reading  had  passed  tlie 
House ;  and  vet,  that  he,  the  said  dr.  Parry, 
had  termed  the  said  bill  to  be  a  bill  savouring 
of  treasons,  and  to  be  ftill  of  confiscations, 
blood,  danger,  despair,  and  terror  to  the  sub- 
jects of  this  realm ;  and  witlud,  that  he  would 
well  prove  and  justify  the  same  by  good  rea- 
sons, wliich  nevertheless  he  would  not  deliver 
to  tliis  House ;  but  would  reserve  them  only 
to  be  revealed  to  her  maj^  Whereupon  being 
lurtber  demanded  as  aforesaid.  What  further 
excuse  or  defence  he  could  make  for  himself? 
He  answered,  That  what  he  had  said  (and 
bound  it  with  a  protestation)  was  withoiit  any 
intent  of  ofence  towards  the  Queen  or  towards 
the  House;  and  made  repetition  of  his  said 
former  words,  and  still  avowed  the  justification 
of  the  same.  And  so  entering  into  some  de- 
claration of  his  own  estate  tending  altogether 
to  his  own  credit^  as  of  his  sundry  good  services 
dooc  19  her  nuy.  hia  repntatiog  widi  pcnoos 


of  good  sort,  and  other  such  like  speeches^ 
concluded,  tlmt  as  before  when  lie  spake  to 
the  bill,  and  gave  iiis  negative  voice  to  tb^ 
same,  he  then  concealed  his  said  reasons  froia 
tills  house,  so  he  would  now  conceal  the  same 
still — Whereupon  being  sequestred  agaiu^  it 
was  resolved.  That  for  that  he  did  speak  to  th^ 
bill,  and  gave  his  negative  voice  so  clirectly  and 
undutifully,  and  in  contempt  of  this  nous* 
would  not  shew  his  reasons  for  the  same,  beina 
merely  against  the  ancient  orders  and  usage  ox 
this  high  court,  and  not  for  that  he  said  h*.. 
would  shew  them  only  to  be  discovered  to  her 
maj.  it  was  resolved,  That  he  should  be  cooh* 
mittcd  to  the  scrjeaul's  ward  till  the  matter 
shall  be  further  considered  of  by  this  House^ 
the  day  being  then  very  far  spent. —  The  next 
day  mr.  Vice-Chamberlain  declared  unto  tho 
House,  that  her  maj.  having  been  made  privjr 
unto  the  misbehaviour  of  dr.  Parry  yetiterday 
shevved  in  this  house,  and  of  the  order  of  thim 
House  taken  therein  with  him  for  the  same; 
her  higlmess  doth  not  only  d^em  liini  to  liavo 
given  just  cause  of  offence  unto  this  house,  bufc 
also  doth  very  well  allow  of  ilie  grave  discre- 
tion of  this  House,  in  forbeai  ing  for  the  tim« 
to"  use  any  sharp  course  of  con-ection  against 
him ;  in  respect  that  he  liad  said  he  resented 
his  reasons  to  be  imparted  to  her  maj.  only  ; 
which  as  he  had  discovered  unto  some  of  tha 
Lords  of  the  Council  by  her  highness*s  appoint- 
ment, and  that  partly  to  the  satisfaction  of  licr 
maj.  so  her  hi;;hness  did  tliink,  tliat  upon  hi^ 
humble  submission  unto  this  House,  with  a  du- 
tiful acknowledgment  of  his  faujt,  this  hoitsv 
would  the  rather  dispense  with  him  therein.-— 
W^hich  done,  dr.  Parry  was  called  to  the  bar^ 
where  humbly  acknowledging  his  fault  upon 
his  knees,  it  was  told  him  by  mr.  Speaker,  after 
he  had  put  him  in  remembrance  of  the  man* 
ncr  of  his  oflfcnce,  that  it  might  be  the  Hons» 
would  nevertheless  deal  favourably  with  hiov 
if  they  should  .see  such  caui^e  linon  his  un*. 
feitnied  and  earnest  confession  and  repentance 
of  his  fault,  and  his  humble  submission  unto 
the  house,  with  good  and  dutiful  endeavour  of- 
amendment  hereafter.  And  then  kneeling  upon 
his  knee  in  very  humble  manner,  afiimied  di- 
rectly, that  he  had  very  undutifully  misbehaved 
himselff  and  had  rashly  and  unadvisedly  ut-» 
tcred  those  speeches  he  used,  and  was  with  all 
his  heart  very  sorry  for  it;  allcdging  withal^ 
that  he  had  never  been  of  this  House  beforA; 
this  session,  and  so  could  not  so  well  know  the 
orders  of  the  House  as  he  should  do ;  and  thai. 
he  would  not  willingly  offend  this  House,  nor 
any  man  in  it ;  and  so  humbly  played  their- 
good  favour  towards  him. — Wtiereupon  beinf^ 
sequestered  again  out  of  the  House,  it  was  afU;r 
some  arguments  and  speeches  had,  resolved^ 
That  upon  that  his  said  acknowledgment  of 
his  fault,  and  his  humble  submission,  he  should 
be  received  into!  this  House  again  as  a  member, 
of  the  same,  and  take  his  place  as  liefore,  so 
that  he  would  afterwards  use  himself  in  -  good 
sort  as  he  ought  to  do.  And  tlieroupon  l^ing ^ 
tailed  «g^  to  the  ba^  and  there  ka^eling^ 
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mpoa  his  knee,  and  directly  reiterating  hb 
ibnner  coiifcssion  of  his  fault,  and  also,  his 
former  humhlc  submission ;  protesting  further, 
<iiat  if  ever  after  he  should  give  any  just  cause 
of  ofience  again  to  this  House,  or  any  member 
thereof,  he  would  then  never  after  crave  any 
more  favour  of  them. — Whereupon  mr.  Speaker 
deciared  the  good  pleasure  of  this  House  in  re- 
mitting his  said  offence  by  receiving  him  aenin 
into  them,  with  condition  and  hope  of  his  bet- 
ter behaviour  hereafter.  Wliich  as  he  professed 
«nd  promised  to  perform  accordinjdy,  so  did 
he  m  very  good  dutiful  sort,  give  mo!>t  humble 
thanks  unto  God,  and  to  her  raaj.  and  also 
imto  this  whole  House,  and  to  every  member 
of  the  same,  for  their  good,  courteous,  and  fa- 
vourable dealing  towards  hrm  in  this  behalf.** — 
But  the  affair  had  a  more  tragical  end  after 
Chriatinos,  as  hath  been  already  related. 

The  Pari,  adfirumedj]  Dec,  ID,  Mr.  Vipe- 
Cnmmberlain  cJeclarcd  unto  the  house,  that 
lM?r  niaj.  considering  the  great  pains  and  faith- 
ful travels  of  that  house  in  the  service  of  aA 
lairs  in  the  realm,  had  determined  to  adjourn 
the  pari,  till  after  Christmas;  that  gentlemen 
miglit  the  more  conveniently  repair  to  their 
own  home,  in  the  mean  time,  for  their  better 
ease  and  recreation.  On  which  it  wtis  resolved, 
that  the  most  humble  and  dutiful  'llianks  of 
this  House  be  returned  to  her  maj.  for  this  her 
Biost  gracious  consideration,  and  for  her  gra- 
cious acceptation  of  their  dutiftil  care  for  pro- 
viding for  the  security  of  her  royal  person. 

The  Qufen*x  Answer  to  the  AddreM  of 
Thtenh.']  To  this  Address  of  Thanks  rar. 
Vice-Chamherlain  returned  the  following  An- 
fwer;  *♦  in  which  he  set  forth  her  raaj.'s  most 
gracious  acceptation  of  the  humble  and  most 
datiful  thankfulness  of  this  House,  so  present- 
ed unto  her  highness,  to  her  right  great  and 
kigb  satisfaction,  joy,  and  comfort;  and  de- 
clared withal,  that  her  hiphnoss  did  for  the 
fame  give  most  hearty  and  loving  Thanks  unto 
this  whole  House,  yea,  and  that  in  redoubling 
to  tbem  their  thanks  ten  tliousand  thousand- 
fold; and  »o  further  shewed  both  th^  ready, 
enx^M,  and  obedient  affections  of  this  whole 
House  to  the  dutiful  service  of  her  maj.  and 
also  on  the  other  side,  her  highncssS  incom- 
parable princely  account  and  regard  of  all 
such  loyal,  loving,  and  faithful  subjects;  apd 
eonduded,  that  her  maj.'s  pleasure  was,  that 
this  House  should  well  know,  thai  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the' free  course  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  amongst  us,  our  Ions;  contmued 
peace,  and  plenty  of  God's  good  bleasinj^  and 
benefits  bestowed  upon  us  under  the  mmistry 
of  her  highness,  her  maj.  doth  most  sincerely 
ascribe  all  tlie  same  only  and  wholly  to  the 
great  goodness  and  mercy  of  Almighty  Crod ; 
attributing  the  fause  of  tliese  good  effects  (next 
onder  God's  Providence)  to  the  good  deme- 
rits of  so  religious,  godly,  and  obedient  sub- 
jects, of  whom  bow  well  and  kindly  her  maj. 
doth  think  and  conceive,  her  highness  had 
much  rather  have  told  tbem  in  her  ot^  most 
r^yal  person,  than  have  signified  it  unto  them 


by  any  other,  if  it  might  have  conveniently 
been  so  done,  as  upon  the  opportunity  of  aT 
prorogation  or  dissolution  of  th»  court.    AimI 
ftirther  declared,  that  hermnj.  having  regard 
to  the  great  charges  antl  expences  of  their  at- 
tendance in  the  service  of  this  great  council  o€ 
'  the  realm,  wisheth  them,  at  their  next  meet- 
ing  ajeain,  to  bestow  the  time  as  muck  as  may 
;  be,  in  public  and  general  actions,  fittest  for 
j  th^  commonweal  of  this  realm,  and  that  wicb 
'  as  little  loss  of  time  as  may  be.     And  withal, 
that  those  of  this  House  towards  the  Law 
would  join  together,  to  do  their  best  eudeavoara 
to  devise  some  good  laws  to  abridge  and  cut 
off  tlie  long  and  tedious  courses,  and  extrema 
chargeable  circuits,  and  superfhious  delap  of 
Suits  in  Law;  not  doubting,  but  that  in  so  do- 
ing  God    will  bless  their  wealth  and  good 
estates,  both  in  themsckes  and  in  their  |>oste- 
rity.     And  so  having,  as  he  thought,  dutifbllj 
imparted  unto  them  the  sum  and  substance  of 
her  maj.'s   pleasure  and  message  committed 
unto  this  house  by  him,  tliough  not  in  such  ef- 
fectual and  singular  kind  terms  and  forms  as 
her  princely  wisdom  delivered  the  same  unto 
him ;  and  so  referring  himself  to  the  residue  of 
this  house  of  her  maj.'s  council,  then  and  now- 
present,  to  be  put  in  remembrance  by  them, 
if  he  have  omitted  any  part  thereof,  and  they 
affirming  he  had  not,  he  ended  his  spoach.* 

Mr.  Vice-Ch amber /ain*s  Prater  in  the  House^ 
4^.1  Dec.  21,  when  the  pari,  was  adjourned 
to  the  4th-  of  Feb,  following,  «  the  said  Mr. 
Vice-Chamberiain  stood  up  a^in,  and  puttin^^ 
the  House  in  mind  of  her  maj.'s  most  princelj 
and  loving  kindnesses,  signified  unto  this 
house,  in  the  former  Messages  and  Dedara-. 
tions  of  her  highness's  thankfol  acceptations 
of  the  dutiful  cares  and  travels  of  this  House 
in  the  service  of  hertojij.  and  the  realm,  moved 
the  House,  '  that  besides  the  rendermg  of  oup 
most  humble  and  loyal  Thanks  unto  her  high- 
ness, we  do,  being  assembled  together,  join 
our  hearts  and  minds  together  in  most  humble 
and  earnest  Prayer  unto  Almighty  God,  for 
the  long  continuance  of  the  most  prosperous 
preservation  of  her  maj.  with  most  due  and^ 
thankful  acknowledgment  of  his  infinite  bene- 
fits and  blessings,  poured  upon  this  whole 
realm,  through  the  mediation  of  her  highness's 
ministry  under  him.'  And  he  said,  he  had  a 
Paper  in  writing  in  his  Ijiand,  devised  and  set 
down  by  an  honest,  godly,  and  learned  man^ 
and  which,  albeit  it  was  not  very  weH  written, 
yet  he  woiild  willingly  read  ijt  as  well  as  he 
could,  if  it  pleased  them  to  follow  and  say  al- 
ter him,  as  he  shouhi  begin  and  say  before 
them.  Which  being  assented  unto  most  wil- 
lingly of  all  the  whole  House,  and  every  one 
kneeling  upon  hh  knees,  the  said  mr.  Vicc- 
Chamb^riaiin  begun  the  said  prayer.  Which 
being  ended,  evciy  one  departed  away  for  that 
time,  until  the  said  day  ofadjoumment."  At 
which  time  this  pari,  being  met  again,  we  find 
notliing  in  their  proceed  inj^s  to  our  purpose; 
the  first  days  o<^  their  sitting  being  taken  up' 
wkh  a  long  dispute  between  the  two  Uouse^ 
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relative  to  tbc  form  of  passing  a  bill  to  pre^ 
icnt  fraudulent'  Conveyances ;  and  anotner, 
for  the  better  Observance  of  the  Sabbath-day. 

A  Subsidy  ^hmteJ,]  Feb.  23d,  the  Com- 
mons took  into  consideration  the  state  of  tlw 
ilation,  the  deuigers  which  were  imminent  over 
the  kingdom,  and  the  means  to  prevent  them ; 
the  great  expences  her  maj.  had  been  at,  &c« 
la  wliich  ttie  following  particulars  are  ob- 
served: "The  open  Dangers- threatened  to 
this  kingdom  are  from  Spain,  the  pope  and 
the  holy,  leacue  in  France ;  the  secret  from 
the  Jesuits,  that  secretly  lurked  here  to  stir  up 
Ker  maj.'s  subjects  of  the  Roman  religion  to 
tdi  manner  of  treason  and  rebellion:  both 
which  dangers  though  tlic  time  of  tlicm  were  a 
vrhiie  intermitted  in  respect  of  the  execution, 
yet  the  purpose  was  not ;  which  tlie  r  late 
tonspiracies  and  attempts  both  here  and  in 
Ireland  did  plainly  shew.^' — ^The  Means  to 
prevent  these  Dangers  were  to  suppress  the 
•prcading  of  Jesuits  and  the  growing  of  popery ; 
to  exact  such  oaths  of  the  Papists  as  bad  been 
tdready  ordained ;  to  provide  for  the  preser« 
ration  of  her  maj.'s  person ;  to  terrify  Ireland, 
and  to  provide  sufBcient  forces  at  home  both 
bjr  land  and  sea. — ^Thc  great  Expence  th^t  her 
tnaj.  had  been  at,  even  since  the  last  pari,  did 
Appear  plainly  in  respect  of  divers  places  and 
foits  which  had  been  repaired,  much  powder 
and  munition  bad  been  stored  up,  and  her 
navy  also  since  that  time  iticrcased :  besides 
many  otlier  extraordinary  charges  and  ex- 
pences  which  she  had  been  at,  in  the  assisting 
of  her  allies,  and  the  preserving  of  Ireland ; 
and  that  her  maj.  did  specially  shun  danger 
from  Ireland,  of  which  they  conceived  this  pro- 
verb to  be  true,  *  Look  to  Ireland  if  we  will 
rest  quiet  in  England.'  And  therefore  some 
members,  of  tlie  privyM»uncil,  did  move  to 
think  of  what  Supply  were  now  fit  to  b«  given 
to  her  maj.  towards  the  supporting  and  sustain- 
ing of  all  her  said  great  Expences  and  Charges. 
— <>n  the  next  day  a  motion  being  made  for  a 
Supply  to  be  granted  to  iier  mnj.  a  lar^e  Com- 
mittee of  the  Commons  were  appomted  to 
meet  and  draw  up  a  bill  for  that  purpose; 
which  was  mentioned  before  in  our  account  of 
the  lords. — March  29th,  when  the  Queen  came 
to  the  Lords,  and  the  Commons  attending,  the 
Speaker  after  his  humble  re^'crence  made,  and 
some  expressions  of  his  tliankfiilness  to  her 
maj.  proceeded  according  to  the  usual  course, 
to  desire  her  maj.  to  give  life  to  such  Laws,  by 
adding  her  gracious  allowance  unto  tlicm,  as 
had  passed  either  House,  and  remained  as  vet 
but  as  a  dead  letter;  and  witlial,  gave  her 
maj.  knowledge  of  the  free  gift  of  the  Com- 
mons, of  one  Subsidy  and  two  15ths  and  lOths. 
*ro  which  Speech  the  lord  chanc.  by  her  maj/s 
commandment,  answered,  "  That  she*  did  gra- 
ciously accept  of  the  said  gift  of  her  Commons, 
and  was  come  thither  to  give  her  royal  assent 
to  divers  of  those  Laws  vrnich  had  passed  the 
two  Houses." 

The  Speaker^s  Speech  to  the  Queen  at  the 
tkie  of  the  Senion.l    Thcrt  is  no  Speech  en- 


I  tered  in  the  Journal  of  either  House,  made  hj 
1  the  Speaker  at  tliis  time ;  nor  does  sir  S. 
I  iVEwes  supply  it  from  any  other  autliority, 
I  We  are  obhged  to  mr.  Strype  however,  fi>r 
I  bringing  the  following  to  light,  from  the  MS. 
Collections  in  the  BuHcigh  Family,  bcionging 
originally  to  the  lord  treasurer : — "  Most  ex- 
cellent prince  and  gracious  queen ;  "  The 
last  time  of  my  btthig  in  this  place  before 
your  most  excellent  maj.  and  this  hon.as- 
semblv  of  your  3  estates,  I  did  make  my  moift 
humble  submission  and  request,  upon  tho 
knowledge  of  my  disability  and  unworthiness, 
that  I  might  have  been  tbrbom  to  have  occu- 
pied in  this  place.  But  such  was  yourmaj/s 
gracious  opinion,  as  it  seemed,  conceived  oi 
mc  upon  tlie  election  of  your  faithful  and  obe- 
drent  subjects,  the  whole  Commonalty  of  your 
realm ;  tnat  I  was  thereto  directed.  Aiid  as 
then  I  best  knowing  mine  own  insufficiencies 
did,  for  my  excuse,  desire  your  maj.'s  gracious 
acceptation  of  that  which  was  only  in  my 
power;  which  was  of  my  good  will,  ailigence, 
and  endeavour  to  be  bestowed  in  this  service : 
so  now,  if  I  sliould  not  acknowledge  in  this 
place,  (having  here  iii  my  company  so  many 
witnesses  against  me)  the  multitude  of  imper- 
fections, that  I  have  found  in  myself,  during 
the  time  of  this  my  service,  Ishould  shew  my- 
self to  be  over  partial  to  mine  own  cause,  and, 
in  some  sort,  to  be  void  of  modesty.  But 
knowing  your  maj.'s  accustomed  goodness,  to 
accept  the  good  wills  and  endeavours  of  all 
men  in  your  services,  without  any  strait  regard 
or  account  of  the  events  or  successes  of  tlieir 
actions;  and  therewi^li  having  also  had,  in 
this  session  of  pari,  daily  proofs  of  tlie  favour- 
able toleration  of  my  lacks,  by  grave,  wise, 
and  experimented  persons  and  the  good  will 
generally  of  tlie  whole  body  of  yotar  Commons 
towards  me,  in  tlieir  quiet  allowance  of  my 
service  ;  I  am  the  holder,  throwing  behind  niy 
back  these  my  lacks  and  wants,  as  things  ^iiot 
now  to  be  unputed  to  me ;  and  am  to  present 
myself  in  your  maj.*s  sight  according  to  my 
office,  as  a  person  ailowed  by  your  maj/s  good- 
ness only,  and  not  by  my  deserts ;  and  so  to 
proceed  to  present  to  your  maj.  in  the  name  of 
all  your  Commons,  1st,  our  most  humble 
thanks  for  the  benefits  that  we  h  ive  received 
by  your  maj.'s  permission,  to  have  this  assem- 
bly so  long  continued :  2ndly,  our  like  bumble 
requests  for  pardon  of  any  thing,  which  tlirough 
ignorance,  without  any  intention  of  offence,  m 
our  consultations  might  be,  by  your  maj /a 
great  wisdom,  imputed  to  us.  And  lastly,  I 
am  also,  in  their  names,  to  exhibit  our .  most 
humble  and  earnest  petitions  to  "your  maj.  to 
give  life  to  the  works  not  o^  our  hands,  but  of 
our  minds,  cogitations  and  hearts :  which  other- 
wise than  being  lightened  by  the  beams  of 
your  favour,  shall  be  but  vain,  dumb  and  dead. 
— For  the  1st  I  do  confess,  th^t  in  thie  name  of 
all  your  Commons  here  assembled,  and  s6  I 
may  presume  to  add  the  hke  for  the  Lords 
hoi;e  assembled  in  your  maj.'s  prcbence,  we 
cannot  imagiiie,  how  your  maj,  can  bestow  a 
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greater  Benefit,  that  can  deserve  more  thanks 
of  ^our  subjects  universaliy,  than  that  jour 
tna).  as^'ou  hove  heretofore  at  uiany  times,  so 
BOW  cspecialiy  ia  tiiis  time,  when  our  neces* 
titjy  for  many  respects  required  the  same, 
•lunmoned  your  whole  realm,  by  calling  your 
estates  together  to  tliis  pari,  to  consult  froaly 
what  were  first  neet  for  (he  advancemrnt^if 
God*s  service,  hy  which  wc  only  have  our  be- 
ing; and  what  were  also  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  your  maj.'s  person,  by  whose 
long  life  and  continuance  we  are  kept  free 
from  the  tyranny  and  subjection  of  foreign 
oppression.  And  lastly,  to  devise  among  our- 
selves, and  provide  not  only  as  should  be,  both 
in  general  and  particular,  good  and  pro^  table 
for  our  own  estates,  but  also  to  foresee  ho^v  to 
Hvoid  things  hurtful  to  the  same ;  to  which 
gpo3  end  we  do  acknowledge  tliat,  by  your 
maj/s  goodness  and  permission,  oUr  assemblv 
now  hath  tended.  And  for  that  good  which 
we  arc  to  receive  thereby,  wc  do  yield  to  your 
snaj.  our  most  humble  thanks;  beseeching 
God  to  grant  to  your  m^j.  many  happy  years, 
above  the  term  of  our  lives.  That  as  we  have 
already/  so  after  us  our  posterity  may  receive 
the  like  benefits  of  your  goodness  from  time  to 
time»  as  cause  shall  re\|uire;  to  procure  to 
themselves  by  good  laws  under  your  govt,  like 
itieans  to  live  in  such  peace,  happniess  and 
wealth,  as  we  have  done,  from  tlie  beginning 
of  your  reign :  and  as  our  forefathers  never 
did  the  like  with  such  continuance ;  2ndly,  we 
humbly  beseech  your  maj.  to  give  your  accus- 
tomed gracious  mterprctations  to  all  our  pro- 
ceedings. Wherein  u  any  speeches,  motions, 
or  petitions  have  past  from  us,  that  might  have 
iniscontented  your  maj.  in  your  great  wisdom 
^bovc  our  capacities;  I  can  assure  your  ma), 
ihnt  in  this  assembly,  wherein  I  was  always 
present,  there  was  never  found  in  auy  speech, 
private  or  pubhc,  any  argument  or  token  of 
the  mind  ot  any  person  that  shewed  any  inten- 
tion to  be  offensive  to  your  maj.  And  for 
proof  hereof,  when  it  pleased  your  maj.  to  di- 
rect me  to  declare  your  pleasure  to  the  Com- 
mons House,  in  what  sort  you  would  they 
should  stay  any  further  debating  of  the  manner 
of  reformation  of  such  tilings  as  they  thought 
might  be  reformed  in  theChurch,!  found  tlicm  all 
Tcady  to  obey  your  mty  .'s  pleasure  therein:  wliich 
as  it  seemed  to  me,  and  so  I  have  cause  to  per- 
suade with  myself,  tliey  did.  For  that  it  was 
lyell  understood,  that  your  maj.  as  having  by 
Godi's  ordinance  a  supreme  autliority  for  that 
i>nrpose,  had  straitly  chjarged  the  nb()s.  bps. 
and  your  whole  Clergy  now  assembled  in  their 
convocation,  to  have  dut  regard  to  see  to  the 
t(eformatiofi  of  divers  phases  in  the  govt,  and 
discipline  of  the  Church.  And  so  our  firm 
hope  is,  tlmt  your  maj.  \Vill,  by  your  strait 
coaunaudment  to  your  Clergy^  continue  your 
care  to  see,  aad  comitiaad,  that  such  abuses 
iB  are  crept  into  the  Church  by  tlie  negligence 
0f  the  ministers,  may  be  speedily  reformed, 
to  the  honour  of  Almighty  God,  and  to  your 
«wn  immortal  praise^  ana  comfort  of  your 


subjects. — The  next  matter  whereof  I  have  to 
speak,  is  most  humbly  to  request  your  xnuj* 
to  yield  your  royal  assent  to  such  Petitiom», 
botn  general  and  particular,  as  h^ve  been  upon 
long  deliberation  determined  and  conceived  in 
writing,  with  uniform  consent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  us  your  Com- 
mons, in  this  your  pari,  assembled.  And 
though  in  your  niaj.'s  princely  sight  maiiy  o€ 
those  our  Petitions  may  sceni  to  be  of  mean, 
value,  either  because  they  be,  some  of  tfacm, 
particular ;  or  because  the  matters  of  some  of 
them  may  seem  to  be  of  low  and  base  degree  s 
yet  considering  of  them  to  whom  they  belongs 
the  same  arc  of  as  great  importance  and  be- 
nefit, as  to  greater  estates  greater  matters  are: 
and  the  lack  of  the  benehts  which  to  them. 
may  grow  thereby,  shall  be  as  grievous,  as  tli« 
lack  of  greater  in  greater  bodies :  anrf",  as  iu 
every  natural  body,  the  meanest  parts  luid 
members  arc  by  the  head  regarded  as  benefi- 
cial, for  one  means  or  other,  to  the  rest  of 
the  whole  body :  so  wc  with  all  humbleness,  in 
the  name  of  the  whole  body,  do  beseech  your 
maj.  as  our  only  head,  and  fountain  pf  our 
life,  Ui  accept  tlie  meanest  Petitions  for  the 
comforts  of  the  parts  of  the  body,  to  whoni 
the  same  may  belong :  as  we  know  your  maj . 
of  your  clemency,  is  accustomed  with  your 
most  gracious  eyes  and  countenance,  to  com- 
fort daily  your  basest  and  poorest  subjects, 
seeking  relief  at  your  feet. — Next  to  this  wc 
do  offer  to  your  maj.  with  our  whole  hearts, 
our  bodies  and  lives,  to  be  serviceable  to  the 
safety  of  3'our  maj.'s  noble  Person.  For  de- 
fence whereof,  and  for  revenge  of  any  act 
imagiiiatc  against  your  maj.  we  have  by  a 
form  of  law,  if  it  shall  Uke  your  maj.  to  a5i- 
sent  thereto,  given  a  testimony  ^o  the  « holo 
world,  how  dear  the  safety  of  your  life  is  to 
us.  And  this  I  do  assure  your  maj.  that  we 
were  most  willing  to  have  extended  this  ordi- 
nance to  a  far  straiter  course,  as  we  thought 
the  same  meet  for  your  safety,  and  for  temfjf- 
ing  of  all  persons  not  well-willing  to  you ;  if 
otherwise  we  had  not  understood,  that  your 
maj.'s  pleasure  was,  tlmt  it  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  any  straiter  points  tlian  it  is. — And 
as  your  maj.  hath  a  manifest  demonstration 
hereby  of  our  hearts  and  minds,  so  also  we 
have  added  (for  a  furtlier  outward  declaration 
thereof  by  ofiir  deeds,  offered  to  your  maj.  of 
our  voluntary  minds)  a  small  portion  out  of 
those  worldly  goods  which  God  hath  given  us. 
and  by  the  !ong  peace  under  your  blessed 
govt,  we  have  increased ;  by  way  of  a  Subsidy, 
and  two  15tlis  to  be  used  by  your  maj.  as  in 
formei*  times  you  have  always  done,  for  the 
defence  of  your  realm,  and  us  your  humble 
subjects.  Which  though  we  know  shall  not 
amount  to  the  value  that  percase  shall  be 
needful  for  the  defence  of  your  realms,  against 
all  attempts  tliat  may  be  minbtered  by  the 
enemies  oif  Cod,  and  of  your  maj.;  yet  your 
DTiaj.  may  make  an  assured  account,  that  be- 
sides this  our  offer,  you  cannot  lack  a  further 
Supply  of  the  rest  that  vrt  have,  to  be^penl^ 
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or  coitimitted  to  your  direction,  as  caose  shall 
require. — Lastly,  upon  our  knees  we  do  most 
hixmbly  yield  our  h«aity  Uianks  for  your  most 
gracious  and  free  general  pardoiu  whereby  a 
great  multitude  oi  your  subjects  are  to  be  re- 
lieved oi*  divers  pains'and  penalties;  which  by 
the  order  of  ^'our  laws  your  m^.  might  most 
justly  have  inflicted  upon  them.  By  which 
your  clemency  wc  all  i>hall  take  occasion,  be- 
sides our  thimkfulness  for  so  great  a  benelit,  to 
endeavour  ourselves  more  carefully  to  observe 
your  laws,  both  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  to 
the  comfort  of  your  maj.;  and,  finally  to  the 
tnaintcQance  of  peace,  tranquillity  and  con- 
cord among  oui"selves.*' 

The  QueenU  Speech  at  proroguing  the  Pari] 
The  royal  assent  being  ^iven  to  30  public  and 
13  private  Acts,  her  Majesty,  in  person,  made 
the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  pari. : 

**  My  Lords  and  ye  of  the  Lrower  House ; 
My  silence  must  not  it^ure  tlie  owner  so  much, 
as  to  suppose  a  substitute  sufl^ient  to  render 
you  the  tlianks  that  my  heart  yieldcth  you, 
not  so  mucli  ll>r  tlie  safe  keeping  of  my  life, 
for  which  your  care  appears  so  manifest,  as 
for  the  neglecting  your  private  future  peril, 
not  regarding  other  way  than  my  present  state. 
-^No  prince  herein,  I  confess,  can  be  surer 
tied  or  faster  bound  than  I  am  with  the  link 
of  your  good'will,  and  can  for  that  but  yield 
«  heart  and  a  bead  to  seek  for  ever  all  your 
best;  yet  one  matter  toucheth  me  so  near,  as 
I  may  not  overskip^  Religion,  the  ground  on 
which  all  otlier  matters  ought  to  take  root,  and 
being  corrupted,  may  man-  all  the  tree,  Aed 
tjiat  there  he  some  fault-fmders  with  the  Order 
of  the  Clergy,  which  so  may  make  a  slander 
to  myself  and  the  Church,  whose  over-ruler 
God  hath  made  me;  whose  negligence  cannot 
be  excused,  if  miy  schisms  or  errors  heretical 
were  suffered.  Thus  much  I  must  say,  that 
tome  faults  and  negligences  may  grow  and  be, 
^s  in  all  otiier  great  cl^rges  it  happeneth,  and 
what  vocation  without?  All  which  'if  you  my 
lords  of  the  Clergy  do  not  amend,  I  racau  to 
depose  you.  Look  ye  therefore  well  to  your 
chai]ges.  This  may  be  amended  without  heed- 
less or  open  exclamations.  I  am  supposed  to 
have  many  studies,  but  most  philosophical.  I 
must  yield  this  to  be  true,  that  I  suppose  few 
(tliat  be  no  professors^  have  read  more.  And 
I  need  not  tell  5'ou,  that  I  am  so  simple  that 
I  jun<lcrstand  not,  nor  so  forgetful  that  I  re- 
member not;  and  yet  amidst  my  many  vo- 
lumes, I  hope  God's  Book  hath  not  been  my 
^eldomest  lectures,  in  which  we  find  that  which 
by  reason  (for  my  part)  we  ought  to  believe; 
that  seeii^  so  great  wickedness  and  greeves  in 
the  world  in  which  wc  live,  but  as  wayfaring 
pilgrims,  we  must  suppose  that  God  would  ne- 
ver have  made  us  but  for  a  better  place,  and 
of  more  comfort  than  we  find  here.  I  know 
no  creature  tbat^  breatheth,  whose  life  stand- 
eth  hourly  in  more  peril  for  it  than  mine  own, 
Mtho  entred  not  into  ny  state  without  sight  of 
manifold  dangers  of  life  and  crown,  as  one  that 
l^d  the  mightiest  and  greatest  to  wresUe  with. 
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Then  it  foUoweth  that  I  regarded  it  sa  amch,  as 
I  lefb  my  life  behind  my  care;  and  so  you. 
sec  that  yoa  wrong  me  too  much  (if  any 
such  there  be)  as  doubt  my  coldness  ia 
tliat  behalf;  for  if  I  were  not  persuaded 
that  mine  were  the  true  way  of  God's  will^ 
God  forbid  that  I  should  hve  to  prescribe 
it  to  you.  Take  you  heed  lest  Kcclesiastes 
say  not « too  true,  *  They  that  fear  the  hoary 
frost,  the  snow  shall  fali  upon  them/  I  see 
many  over-bold  with  God  Almighty,  making 
too  many  subtle  scannings  of  his  blessed  will, 
as  lawyers  do  with  humen  testaments.  The 
presumption  is  so  great,  as  I  may  not  suffer  it 
(yet  mind  I  not  hereby  to  animate  Romanists^ 
which  what  adversaries  they  be  to  mine  estate 
is  sutficicntly  known)  nor  tolerate  New-^-> 
gledness.  I  mean  to  guide  them  both  by  God's 
holy  true  rule.  In  both  parts  be  perils;  and 
of  the  latter  I  must  pronounce  thetn  danger* 
ous  to  a  kingly  rule,  to  have  every  man,  ac^ 
cording  to  his  own  censure,  to  make  a  doom 
of  the  validity  and  privity  of  his  prince's  govt, 
with  a  common  vjcil  and  cover  oi  God's  word, 
whose  followers  must  not  be  judged ,  but  by 
private  men's  exposition.  God  defend  you 
from  such  a  ruler  that  so  evil  will  guide  you« 
Now  I  conclude  that  your  love  and  care  nei- 
ther is  nor  shall  be  bestowed  upon  a  careless 
prince,  but  such  as  but  for  your  good  will 
passetli  as  little  for  this  world  as  who  careth 
least,  with  thanks  for  your  free  Subsidy,  a  ma^ 
nifest  shew  of  the  .abundance  of  your  good 
wills,  the  which  I  assure  you  but  to  be  em- 
ployed to  your  weal,  I  could  be  better  pleased 
to  return  than  receive," 

The  Pari,  dissolved.]  After  this  Speech 
wos  ended,  her  maj.  in  person  prorogued  this 
pari,  to  the  20th  of  May  next;  from  which 
day  it  was  again  prorogued,  at  6  different 
tunes,  without  any  intervening  session,  to  the, 
14th  of  Sept.  Accordingly  on  that  day,  the 
pari,  being  met,  it  is  entered  in  the  Journals 
of  tlie  Lords,  That  whereas  this  present  pari-. 
stood  prorogued  to  the  said  14th  of  Sept.  yei. 
the  queen,  by  the  advice  of  her  privy-couDcal,  - 
many  great  and  urgent  causes  occasioning  it^ 
had  given  her  letters-patents,  directed  to  sir 
Tho.  Bromley,  knt.  chancellor  of  England^ 
and  others  her  commissioners,  to.  dissolve  this 
pari.  Which  letters  patont  befng  read  in  the 
House,  the  lord  chancellor  declared  it  to  be 
dissolved  accordingly. 

A  new  Pari,  called.]  Writs  w^rc  sent  ovt , 
to  call  a  new  pari,  to  meet  at  Westminster, 
the  loth  Oct.  1586.  From  that  day,  *  for  di- 
vers good  causes  and  considerations,'  the  pad. 
was  prorogued  to  the  27  th,  and  from  theWJe  . 
to  the  29tii  of  the  same  month.  On  wliich 
day,  the  Lords  and  Commons  bein^  assem* 
bled  in  the  House  of  Pcei*s,  expecting  the 
cominz  of  the  Queen,  the  Lord  Chancellor  in<n 
formed  them,  that  great  and  urgent  business 
prevented  her  maj.  from  being,  present;  bu( 
that  she  had,  hy  her  letters  patents,  consti- 
tuted and  appointed  the  most  rev. .  father  in 
Christ,  John  jibp.  ofl  Canterbury,  WmVCecu^ 
3H  -     '        >. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


m] 


fASL.  I&inORr,  W  SifM»Er«.  iSM.-~-f«W)eeJingi  rtUtive  M 


(SM 


Ibni  Burleigh)  hntl  hisk-treasurer  of  £ft^)Mid ; 
imd  tfeary,  earl  of  Iterby,  loH  high-steward, 
htf  maj.'s  commission^i^;  in  her  natYK;,  to 
fcold  and  do  everf  thing  that  was  necessary 
9oT  her  in  this  present  parti  Whidi  lettws 
patents  being  openly  read  in  the  H<^t«^,  the 
%akl  CDfnibissioners  left  their  own  Mvits,  and 
went  to  a  seat  prepai>ed  for  them,  on  the  right 
aide  of  the  Chair  of  Ikato,  beneath  the  !«eps. 
Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  after  geu)g  fir^t  to 
the  said  Lords,  a»d  conferring  with  ihem, 
from  ■  his  accoetomed  phce  spotfe  to  the 
Flouses  to  this  eilMt: — "  That  tJie  present 
purl,  wa?  summoned  for  no  usaal  tmxi^s;  not 
iKiv  making  of  new  la\^,  tvhei-eof  her  mai. 
t^ioufflit  tlierc  Avere  more  made  than  executed : 
fwr  !<«•  Subsidies  and  Fifteenths,  of  which,  al- 
thotigh  there  was  some  occasion  (br  them,  yet 
her  maj.  wouW  not  charge  her  loving  subjects 
ftt  this  time;  but  th^  cause  was  rare  and  ex- 
traopditiary;  of  great  weight,  great  peril,  and 
^hmgerous  consequence.  He  then  dcHared 
what  dangers  had  been  contrived  of  late,  and 
how  miraculously  the  mercifol  pwmdencc  of 
God,  by  the  dw>very  thereat  beyond  all 
hnniati  policy,  had  preserved  her  maj.  The 
di?structi6n  of  whose  sacred  person  was  mobt 
traitorously  imagined  and  desij;fK?d  to  be  c<jm- 
pa^cd.**  We  then  shewed)  "  what  misery  the 
loss  of  so  noble  a  Queen  would  have  brought 
to  all  estates;  that  although  some  of  these 
traitors  had  suffered  according  to  ibtir  deme- 
rits, yet  one  remained,  that  by  due  coui-se  of 
hm  had  receii*ed  her  sentence ;  which  was  the 
dhief  cause  of  this  assembly,  and  wliercin  her 
maj.  reauired  their  faithful  advice.  Where- 
fbre,  saia  he,  that  you  may  usually  and  orderly 
proceed  herein,  you  of  the  Commons  House, 
srrr  r6  make  present  choice  of  some  one 
amoni^t  yoti  to  be  your  Speaker,  and  present 
t^thc^rds-lieutenants  as  soon  as  conveniently 
y%i  nifey."  After  which  the  lords-lieutenants 
«{ioumed  the  pari,  to  Monday  next. — Oct.  31, 
the  Conmrions  presented  to  tlie  lords-lieute- 
lAnfts  John  Puctering,  esq.  seijeaift  at  law,  as 
thcrr'Spcaker ;  who,  with  the  asnal  forms,  was 
admitted  by  them ;  and  then  the  House  was 
a^burtied  to  Nov.  4th.  On  which  day  also, 
norlnng  is  entered  in  the  Journals. 
*  Proceedings  relative  to  the  Queen  tf  JScots.l 
Nov.  5,  the  Lord  Chancellor  made  anodier 
speech  to  the  Lords,  in  which  he  set  forth  the 
foul  and  indiscreet  dealings,  practised  by  the 
Oticen  of  Scots,  against  her  maj.  and  the  whole 
realm ;  notwithstanding  the  many  great  Bene- 
fits and  Favours  wliich  the  said  ^ueen  had  re- 
ceived of  her  maj.  After  the  chancellor  had 
ehded,  lord  Burleigh,  lord  treasurer,  stood  up ; 
ahd,  as  on^  unto  whom  tite  whole  'Proceedings 
of  the  flaid  Queen  of  Scots  were  better  "known, 
because  of  hie  long  services  to  his  most  gracious 
8<lvereign  lady,  ever  since  the  i)^itming()f  her 
reign^  related  tliem  at  large  to  the  TiotJsc. 
Which  two  speeches  made  Sie  whole  business 
of  that  day.-*-To  make  the  Proceedings  of  this 
piki'l.'agahistihtsiinhappy  Queen,  moreintel- 
liglbK^^o*t)ttr  TOKders,  wc  shall  join  ihott  of^te 


Lords  and  Commons  togedier.  And,  wears 
toM,  in  the  Journals  of  the  latter,  that  oo 
"Sm,  3d,  whilst  a  private  bill  was  reauiing,  and 
one  member  offering  to  speak  to  it, 

Sir  Christopher  Hatton,  vice-chwnbcrtw»# 
stood  up  and  toW  the  House,  "  That  haviiig 
matter  of  moj^t  great  knportance  to  deliver 
unto  this  Hoase,  from  her  msu.  he  was  ao  bold, 
with  their  good  ftivours,  for  this  time  to  iiHcr- 
rupt  the  speech  Intended  by  the  geatleaicii 
that  oflered  to  speak  to  the  said  bill.  And 
then  shewed,  that  her  maj.  tbinkhig  that  alt 
those  of  this  House,  which  were  lately  in  tlie 
Hipjher  House  when  the  lord  chanc.  declared 
the  cause  of  her  liighness's  summoning  of  thi» 
pajl.  could  not  hear  the  same ;  wid  ahw  that 
many  of  the  members  of  this  House  now  here 
pi<»sent,  were  not  then  come  up  or  petumed ; 
commanded  him  to  deliver  unto  this  House  the 
Summary  Cause  of  her  maj  .'s  calling  and  assem- 
bling of  this  great  Council  at  this  time ;  which 
was  not  to  make  any  more  Laws,  as  being 
Hmny  more  already  than  well  executed ;  nor 
yet  any  Snbsidy,  albeit,  if  need  so  required, 
the  same  were  convenient  enough  to  be  done  ; 
but  to  consult  for  such  matters  as  the  like 
were  never  almost  heard  of,  nor  an^  pari,  called 
for,  m  former  thne,  that  can  be  found  or  read 
of.  And  so  very  cxcellentW,  plainly,  and  c^ 
fipctually,  made  relation  ot  the  horrible  and 
wicked  Practices  and  Attempts,  caused  and 
procin^  W  the  Queen  of  sJcots,  so  called; 
meerly  tending  to  the  ruin  and  overthrtrtr  of 
the  true  and  sincere  Religion  established  in 
this  realm;  the  invasion  of  this  reahn  W  fo- 
reign forces;  rebellion  and  civil  wars,  and dis- 
senrions  within  this  realm.  Yea,  and  withal 
(winch  his  heart  quaked  and  trembled  to  utter 
and  think  on)  the  Death  and  Destruction  of 
the  Queen's  most  sacred  person,  to  the  utter 
desolation  and  conquest  of  this  most  nohki 
realm  of  England.  And  so  discoursing  of  the 
matter,  and  the  great,  execrable  treadicriea 
and  conspimcies  of  die  said  Queen  of  Scots, 
even  from  the  first  to  the  last,  in  particularities 
very  amply  and  eflbctually  (such  of  them,  at 
the  least,  as  have  been  hitherto  discovered) 
shewing  also,  very  manifestly  and  evidently, 
the  proofs  and  all  other  circumstances  of  the 
same  treachery  and  conspiracies ;  and  so  think- 
eth  good,  for  his  part,  that  speedy  constdtation 
1>e  had  ^  tliis  house  for  tlie  cutting  of  her  off 
by  course  of  justice ;  for  that  otherwise  our 
said  sovereign  lady,  the  queen's  m^est/s  most 
royal  person,  cannot  be  continued  with  safeu; 
concluding  with  this  ^ntence,  *  Ne  pereat  Is- 
rael, pereat  Absolon.' — ^This  speech  was  se- 
conded by  the  chanc.  of  the  excheq.  the  chanc. 
of  tlie  duchy,  and  mr.  sec.  WooDcy ;  who  all 
spoke,  at  large,  to  the  same  point;  recitittg 
tne  horrrble  treasons  and  conspiracies,  caused 
and  procured  by  the  said  Queen  of  Scots. 
Whicn  speeches  being  ended«  the  house  re- 
solved to  resume  die  affair  on  the  morrow. 

Accordmgly,  on  the  next  day,  die  House 
being  reminded,  by  die  Speaker,  of  going  upon 
the  « Grett  Catwc/  as  they  tenncd^it,  several 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


W] 


PARJU  HISTORY,  »  Euzawth,  «W.— ^  Quwn  (^f  ftoi^. 


fwt 


t»orc  speeches  were  maib  by  other  ministers 
.of  stote ;  as  also  by  sir  Win.  Herbert,  sir  Thos, 
Scott,  mr.  Frapcis  Bacon,  mi*.  Alford,  mr. 
Tliroginorton,  mr.  Barker,  mr,  Dulton,  mr. 
BajrnbriM,  and  mr.  Solicitor;  all  vehement 
•gainst  the  Qneen  of  Scots,  charging  her  witli 
treasonable  practices  against  tlie  life  of  the 
Queen,  and  procuring,  a  foreign  invasion  to 
forther  those  attempts.  Concluding,  that  such 
practices  could  never  be  prevcntod  hereafter, 
unless  the  said  Scottish  Queen  did  prcseutlv 
buffer  the  execution  due  to  iustico  and  her  de- 
serts.— ^It  was  tlicn  moved  thut  ^  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  consider  of  a  Petition 
to  her  maj.  to  that  purpose,  and  also  to  request 
the  Lords^  if  they  thought  good,  to  Join  with 
them  in  it.  Accordingly,  a  Committee  was 
appointed  of  all  the  Privy  Council  belonging  to 
that  House,  and  44  other  members.  Tliere  is 
an  Entry  made  in  this  Journfd  of  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  Speech,  said  to  be  spoke  by  one  mr. 
Geor^  Moore,  who  averred,  "  That  only  Po» 
pery  is  the  chief  and  principal  root  of  all  the 
late  horrible  and  wicked  trcadieries  and  prac- 
tices, and  the  Queen  of  Scots  a  principal 
branch,  issuing  from  the  same  joot,  and  the 
most  perilous  and  full  of  poison  of  all  the  other 
braiches;.  for  that  the  Papists,  in  very  deed, 
for  the  most  part,  not  knowing  the  person  of 
the  said  Queen  of  Scots,  do  wish  the  establish- 
ing of  her  in  the  crown  of  tJiis  realm,  rather  in 
respect  of  Popery  (which  she  would  set  up) 
than  for  aqy  afrection  they  bear  to  her  person ; 
and  so  lijkewise,  for  the  most  part,  all  of  t'lem 
cither  wish  or  could  easily  bear  the  death  of 
her  maj.  though,  perhaps,  they  would  not  shew 
the^i^ves  to  be  actors  or  dealers  therein/' 
He  therefore  moveth,  "  That  it  may  be  joined 
in  the  petition  for.  the  *  Great  Cause,'  That 
her  mw.  may  be  moved  to  retain  no  servants 
ftboiit  her  highnesses  person,  but  such  only  as 
may  be  well  known  both  to  profess  the  true 
and  sincere  Relidon,  and  also  to  be  every  way 
true  and  fuithhil  subiects:"  And  further, 
<*  That  the  laws  already  in  force  against  Pa- 
pists may  be  put  in  due  exe<:ution>— These 
speeches  being  ended,  mr.  Speaker  shewed, 
that  the  said  motion,  or  any  other,  reading  to 
the  safety  of  her  maj/s  person,  may  be  very 
well  delivered  and  remembered  to  the  com- 

,  ^littees  in  the  *  Uroat  Cause,'  by  any  member 
of  the  house. 

Nov,  7th.  Wliilst  the  Lords  were  debating 
the  matter  of  the  Queen  of  Scot3,  the  Com- 
mons came  up,  and  desired  a  Conference  with 
some  of  their  lordships,  wluit  number  they 
should  please  to  appomt,  about  the  aflair  oT 
the  Scottish  Queen,  which  htkd  been  opened 
to  them.  Whereupon,  the  Lords  appointed 
the  abps.  of  Canterbuiy  and  York,  the  lord 
treasurer,  the  lord  steward ;  the  earls  of  North- 
umberland, Kent,  Rutland,  and  Sussex;  the 
hps.  0f  London,  Durham,  Winchester,  and 
Worcester;  the  lord  admiral,  the  lord  cham- 
berlain; the  lords  Cobliam,  Grey,  Lumley, 
Chandois,  Buckhorst,  De  lo  Ware,  and  Nor- 

.  fis>  fQ^  tbe  coaieieucc.    There  ^as  Also  ap-t 


pointed  t^  attend  the  «aid  Lo/ds,  the  lord 
chief  justice  o£  the  Common  Pleai^  the  ohkS 
barQB,  and  mr.  justice  Gawdie. 

Nov.  9th,  sev<^val  letters  were  read,  as  wall 
from  Babiogton  to  the  Quoen  of  Scots,  as  from 
her  10  him,  Charles  Pagett,  and  others^  The 
sentence  pronouuccd  by  the  commissioners, 
against  the  Scots  Queen,  was  also  road.  And 
a  tbrm  of  a  Petition  agreed  upon  by  the  com* 
mitlees  of  both  houses. 

f  .  Nov.  l(Mh,  the  Lord^  of  the  Committee  maiio 
report  to  the  whole  House,  that  those  of  tht^ 
Commons,  upon  hearine  of  the  sentence,  and 
divers  of  the  special  evideuoes  and  proofs,  on 
which  the  sentence  was  grounded,  openly  read 
unto  them,  after  long  d<^liberation  and  const-! 
deration  had  betwixt  them,  both  pubUcly  and 
priva^iy,  they  all,  with  one  assent,  cdlowed  the 
said  sentence  to  be  jukst,  true,  and  honourable; 
and  that  die  Commons  humbly  desired  tlieir 
Lordships  to  make  choioe  of  such  namber  of 
Lords  as  they  should  tliink  meet  to  join  wiil^ 
them  in  petitioning  her  mi^.  Whereupon,  the 
Lords  made  choice  of  the  following,  vis.  the 
lord  chauG,  the  lord  treasurer,  the  lord  great 
chamberlain,  the  lord  stewavd ;  the  earls  tif' 
Northmuberland,  Kent,  Rutland,  Sqascx,,  Pem- 
broke, and  liert^MPd;  the  lord  high  admiral^ 
and  the  lords  Abaigavonty,  Zouch,  Modcv, 
Cobham,  Grey,  Lumley,  Chandois,  Buckhursr , 
De  la  Ware,  aod'Norris. — Mew,  The  Com- 
mons made  a  request  to  have  the  Petition  ««-. 
sented  unto  by  both  the  Ilause^,  to  be  enrolled 
in  the  rolls  of  Pari.;  which  their  lordships, 
thought -betttr  tc^  defer,  until  her  m{\).*s  likiog 
or  disliking  of  it  was  first  ht^  of  the  same.—- 
The  Lords  then  ac^ouraed  to  the  15th  ;  again 
to  the  I9th„  and  from  thence  to  the  ?3nd  of 
the  same  month,  without  any  (hing  being  eh^. 
tcred  in  their  Joumab. 

In  the  mean  time,  thePetition.wasp]:ese»Md 
to  the  Queen  by  the  said  Committee  oif  I/Mtb, 
and  the  members  of  the  Commons,  whawere 
of  tJ»e  Privy  Council,  witli  as  many  more  of 
that  body  as  to  make  up  the  number  of  4^.. 
Nov.  1<2  was  the  day  appointed  by  the  Queen 
to  receive  it;  when  the  lord  ch«n<^  in  the 
name  of  the  Lords,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Cum-, 
moos,  declared  unto  her  maj.  That  both  Houses, 
after  many  Conferences,  and  long  consultn-^ 
tions,  had  concluded  to  be  hmnble  suitors  to 
her.  maj.  by  wt^  of  Petition;  tJie  effect  where- 
of was  deciarca,  at  length,  unto  her,  by  the 
orators  aforesaid,  and  the  Petition  itself  deli- 
vered to  her  maj,  in  writing. — Sir  S.  D* Ewes 
has  given  u<;,  from  an  authentic  copy  of  his 
own,  a  series  of  notes,  which,  he  says,  were 
made  use  of  by  the  Speaker,  in  his  oration  to 
the  queen,  on  this  occasion.  Which,^  for  fear 
of  making  tliis  matter  too  tedious,  we  purposely 
omit  and  hasten  to  the  words  of  the  Pe-* 
tition  itself;  which,  with  the  Answer  to  it,  are 
both  presenred  by  Camden. 
PelUwnfrom  the  Lords  and  Commom^  for  the 
Extcutiou  ofMury  Queen  of  Scots. 

*^  Mtiy  tt  please  ^'our  raost  Excellent  maj.. 
Yft,  your  hmnblt,  toving,  ftod  faith^  «up«^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


«397         PARL.  HISTORY,  88  Elkabeth.  S586.-^Petition  and  Amaer  retatite  \M 


jects,  the  Lords  and  Commons  m  this  pre- 
sent jparl.  assembled,  having  of  long  time,  to 
our  mtoJerable  gnet,  seen  by  how  manifold, 
most    dangerous,     and    execrable    practices, 
Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  James  V.    late 
kin<;  «>f  Scots,  dowager  of  France,  commonly 
called  the  Queen  of  Scots,  hatk^  compassed  the 
destruction  of  your  maj.^  most  sacred  and  roy- 
al pereon  :  and  thereby  not  only  to  bereave  us 
of  the  sincere  and  true  religion  of  Almighty 
God,  bringing   us  ^(\6  il\\s  aoblc  crown  l^ich 
again  into  the.thraldom  of  tlie  Romish  tyranny; 
but  also  utterly  to  ruinate  and   overthrow  the 
happy  state  and  commonwealth  of  this  realm. 
"Which  beiut;,  from  lime  to  time,   by  the  great 
mercy  and  proxidcnce  of  God,  and  your  nigh- 
iiess*^  sinjjular  wisdom,  foreseen  and  prevented ; 
your  maj.  of  your  exceeding  great  clemency, 
and  princely  magnanimity,  hath  most  graci- 
ously passed  ovcr(althouo;h  often  and  instantly 
moved  by  your  most  loving  and  faitlifnl  sub- 
jects, to  the  contrary,  in  times,  in  your  parlta- 
menis,  and  at  many  other  times),  and  hath  also 
protected  and  defended  the  said  Scottish  Queen 
noiu  those  great  dangei^s,  v^^hich  her  own  people, 
for  cei'taiu  detestable  crimes  and  grievous  of- 
iences  to  ber  imputed,  hath  determined  against 
ber.  All  whicb  notwithstanding,  the  said  queen 
was  nothing  moved  with  these  and  many  other 
your  maj/s  -most  gracious  favours  toward  her; 
but  rather  obdurate  in  malice,  and,  by  hope  of 
continual  impunity,  imboldened  to  prosecute 
ber  cruel  and  mischievous  determination,  by 
some  speedy  and    violent  course;  and  now 
lately  a  very  dangerous  plot,  beinp  conceived 
and  set  dowp   by  Antnony  Babmgton    and 
others,  that  6   desperate  and  wick^  persons 
should  undertake  tnat  wicked  and  most  horri- 
ble enterprise,  to  take  away  your  maj.  life 
(whom  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  long  pre- 
serve), she  did  not  only  give  her  advice  ana  di- 
roction    upon  every  point,   and  all  circum- 
stances concerning  the  same ;  and  make  ear- 
nest request  to  have  it  performed  with  all  dili- 

•  gence ;  but  did  also  promise  assurance  of  large 
TCTVTird  and  rccouipence  to  the  doers  thereof, 
■which  being  informed  to  your  maj.  it  plf  »sed 

•  your  highness,  upon  the  earnest  suit  of  such  ns 
tendered  the  sntcty  of  yonr  royal  person,  and 
the  good  and  quiet  state  of  this  realm,  to  di- 

'  recr  your  Commission,  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  to  the  Lords  and  others  of  your  hich- 

'  ness's  Privv  Council,  and  certain  other  Lords 
of  Pari,  wit))  some  of  your  nrirwipal  judges,  to 
examitic,  hear,  and  detenwjnc  the  same  cause ; 
and  thereupon  to  give  senteoco  or  judgment, 

■  according  to  a  statHtc  in  that  behalt  made,  in 
th^  «7th  of  your  most  gracious  reign..  By  vir- 
tue wbereof,  the  more  part  of  the  same  Com- 
missioners, being  in  number  36,  having  at  sun- 

'  dry  times  fully  heard  what  was  alledged  and 
proved  against  the  said  Scottish  Queen,  in  her 
own  presence,  toacbing  the  said  crimes  and 
cjffeilces,  and  wliat  she  could  say  for  her  de- 
fence nnd  excuse  therein ;  did,  afler  long  deli- 
beration, gii'c  choir  sentence  and  judgment, 
mitb  one  codseat,  (bat  the  Deatb^nd  Qestruc- 


tion  of  your  Royal  Person,  was  imagmed  and 
compassed  by  the  said  Babington,  with  tbe  pri- 
vity of  the  said  Scottish  Queen ;  and  tbal  sbe 
did  also  compass  and  imagine  the  Death  and 
Destruction  of  your  most  royal  person.  Now, 
forasmuch  as  we,  representmg  unto  your  nuj. 
the  universal  state  ot  your  whole  people  of  all 
degrees  in  this  your  realm,  do  well  perceive,  and 
are  fully  satisfied,  that  the  same  sentence  and 
judgment  is  in  all  things  most  hon.  just  and 
lawful;  and  having  carefully  and  e^tnally, 
accordini^  to  our  most  boundcn  duties,  weighs 
and  considered,  upon  what  ground  and  caose, 
so  many  traitorous  and  dangerous  practices, 
against  your  most  royal  person  and  estate,  and 
for  the  mvading  of  this  realm,  have,  fw  the 
space  of  many  years  past,  grown  and  proceed- 
ed;  do  certainly  find,  and  are  andoubtediy 
persuaded,  that  all  the  same  have  been,  horn 
time  to  time,  attempted  and  practised  by  and 
from  the  Scottish  Queen,  and  by  her  con- 
federates, ministers,  and  favourers ;  who  con- 
ceive an  assured  hope  to  atchieve  speedily,  by 
your  maj.'s  untimely  death,  that  which  tbey 
have  long  expected,  and  whereof,  during  yow 
life,  they  despair;  to  wit,  to  place  her,  thmaid 
Scottish  Queen,  in  the  imperial  ai^  kingfy 
scat  of  this  realm,  and  by  her  to  bnntsb  and 
destroy  the  professors  and  professing  of  the 
true  Religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  andetit 
nobility  of  this  land ;  and  to  bring  this  wbole 
state  and  commonweal  to  foreign  subjectioo» 
and  utter  ruin  and  confusion  ;  which  their  ma- 
licious and  traiterous  purpose  they  frill  never 
cease  to  prosecnte,  by  aU  possible  means  they 
can,  so  long  as  they  may  have  their  eyes  and 
imaginations  fixed  upon  that  lady,  tbe  only 
ground  of  their  treasonable  hope  and  conceits, 
and  tiie  only  seed-plot  of  all  dangerous  and 
traitorous  devices  and  practices,  aeamst  yoar 
sacred  person.  And  seeing  also  what  insolent 
boldness  is  grown  in  the  heart  of  the  same 
Queen,  through  your  maj.'s  former  exceeding 
favours  towards  her ;  and  thereupon  weighing, 
with  heavy  and  sorrowful  hearts,  in  what  con- 
rinual  peril  in  suclj-Hke  desperate  conspiracies 
and  practices,  your  maj.'s  most  royal  and  sa- 
cred person  and  life  (more  dear  unto  us  than 
our  own)  is  and  shall  be  still,  without  any  pos- 
sible means  to  prevent  it,  so  long  as  the  said 
Scottish  Queen  shall  be  suffered  to  continue, 
and  shall  not  receive  that  due  punbbment, 
which,  by  justice  and  the  laws  of  this  your 
realm,  she  hath,  so  often,  and  so  many  wayv, 
for  her  most  wicked  and  detestable  offences, 
deserved  :  therefore,  and  for  that  we  find,  that 
if  the  said  lady  shall  now  escape  the  due  and 
deserved  punishraei^t  of  death  for  these  her 
mo«t  execrable  ^treasons  and  offences;  your 
highness's  royal  person  shall  be  exposed  unto 
many  more,  ana  those  more  seeret  and  dan* 
geroos  conspiracies,  than  before ;  and  such  as 
shall  not,  or  canno^  be  foreseen  or  discovered, 
as  these  her  late  attempts  have  been;  and 
shall  not  hereafler  be  so  well  able  to  take 
away  the  ground  and  occasion  of  tbe  same,  as 
DOW;  by  justice,  may  and  ought  to  Jb*  doAe. 
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We  do  most  hnmUy  beseech  your  most  ex- 
cellent maj.  that,  %»  well  in  respect  of, die 
continaance  of  the  true  Relmon  now  professed 
amongst  us,  and  of  the  satety  of  your  most 
royal  person  and  estate,  as  in  regard  of  the 
preservation  and  defence  of  us  your  most  Iovj- 
ing,  dutiful,  and  fiuthful  subjects,  and  the 
whole  commonwealth  of  this  realm,  it  may 
please  your  highness  to  take  speedy  order, 
that  Declaration  of  the  same  sentence  and 
judgment  be  made  and  published  by  procla- 
mation, and  that  thereupon  direction*  be  piven 
for  farther  proceedings  against  the  said  Scot- 
tish Queen,  according  ro  the  effect  and  true 
meaning  of  the  said  statute:  because,  upon 
advised  and  great  consultation,  we  cannot  find 
that  there  is  any  possible  means  to  provide  for 
your  rouj/s  safety,  but  by  tlie  just  and  speedy 
Execution  of  the  said  Queen,  the  neglecting 
whereof  may  procure  the  heavy  displeasure 
and  punishment  of  Almighty  God,  as  by  sun- 
dry severe  examples  of  his  great  justice  m  that 
benalf,  left  us,  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  doth 
Appear.  And  if  the  same  be  not  put  in  pre- 
sent execution,  we  your  most  lovmg  and  du- 
tiful subjects,  shall  thereby  (so  far  as  man's 
reason  can  reach)  be- brought  into  utter  despair 
of  the  continuance,  amongst  us,  of  the  true 
Religion  of  Ahnighty  God,  and  of  vour  maj.'s 
hfe,  and  the  safety  of  all  your  faithful  subjects, 
and  the  good  estate  of  this  most  flourishing 
commonwealth." 

The  Queen's  Ansver,]  Af^r  hearing  the 
Petition  read,  the  Queen  with  great  majesty, 
both  of  countcnince  and  speech,  says  our  l.is- 
torian,  answered  to  this  purpose : — "  So  ma:iy 
and  so  great  are  the  unmeasurable  graces  and 
benefits  bestowed  upon  me  by  the  Almighty, 
that  I  must  not  only  most  humbly  acknowledge 
them  as  benefits,  but  admire  them  as  miracles, 
being  in  no  sort  able  to  express  them.  And 
though  none  alive  can  more  justly  acknowledge 
himself  bound  to  God  than  I,  whose  life  he  has 
•miraculously  preserved  from  so  many  dangers n 
yet  am  I  not  more  deeply  bound  to  give  him 
thanks  for  any  one  thing  than  for  this  which  I 
will  now  tell  you,  and  which  I  nccount  as  a 
miracle ;  namely,  That  as  I  came  to  the  crown 
•  with  die  hearty  good-will  of  all  my  subjects,  so 
now,  atler  28  years  reign,  I  perceive  in  them 
the  same,  if  not  greater  affection  towards  me; 
which  should  I  once  lose,  I  might,  perhaps, 
find  myself  to  breathe,  but  never  coula  I  think 
that  I  were  alive.  And  now,  tfaoogh  my  life 
has  been  dangerously  shot  at,  yet,  1  protest, 
there  is  notliing  has  more  grieved  me,  than  that 
one,  who  differs  not  from  me  in  sex,  one  of 
like  quality  and  degree,  one  of  the  same  race 
tod  stock,  and  so  nearly  related  to  me  in  blood, 
should  fall  into  so  great  a  misdemeanor.  And 
80  ^r  have  I  been  from  bearing  her  any  ill- 
will,  that,  upon  the  discovery  of  some  treason- 
able practices  against  me,  I  wrote  privately  to 
her,  that  if  she  would  confess  and  acknowledge 
them,  by  a  letter  betwijuher  and  me,  they 
•botdd  be  wrapt  up  m  silonce.'  Neither  did  X 
<^ii(0  thii  wiUi  a,piupgM  to  'uifnf  lnv;  i^r  I 


knew  akeady  as  much  as  she  could  confm. 
And  even  yet,  though  the  matter  be  come  thus 
far,  if  the  would  truly  repent,  and  no  mao 
would  undertake  her  cause  against  me,  and  if 
my  life  alone  depended  hereupon,  and  not  th« 
safety  and  welfare  of  all  my  people,  I  would  (I 
protest  unfeignedly)  wiilinely  and  readily  par- 
don her.  Nay,  if  England  might  by  my  death 
obtain  a  more  flourishing  condition  and  a  better 
prince,  I  would  most  gladly  lay  down  my  life. 
For,  for  your  sakes  it  is,  and  tor  my  people's* 
that  I  desire  to  live.  As  for  me,  I  sec  no  such 
great  reason  (according  as  I  have  led  my  life) 
why  I  should  either  be  fond  to  live,  or  fear  to 
die.  I  have  had  good  experience  of  this  worid ; 
I  have  known  wfiat  it  is  to  be  a  subject,  and 
I  now  know  what  it  is  to  be  a  sovereign. 
Good  neighbours  I  h^vc  had,  and  I  have  met 
with  bad ;  and  in  trust  I  have  found  treason. 
I  have  bestowed  benefits  upon  ill-deservers ; 
and  where  T  have  done  well  I  have  been  ill 
requited  and  spoken  of.  "While  I  call  to  mind 
these  things  past,  behold  things  present,  and 
look  forward  toward  things  to  come,  I  count 
them  happiest'  that  go  hence  soonest.  NcveN 
theless,  against  sqch  evils  and  mischiefs  as 
these,  I  am  armed  with  a  better  courage  tliau 
is  common  in  my  sex  ;  so  as  whatsoever  befala 
me,  death  sliall  never  find  me  unprepared. — 
And  as  touching  these  treasonable  attempts,  T 
will  not  so  far  wnmg  myself,  or  the  laws  of 
my  kingdom,  as  not  to  think  but  that  she, 
havinL-^  been  the  contriver  of  the  said  treasons, 
was  bound  and  liable  to  the  ancient  and  for- 
mer laws,  though  the  late  act  had  never  been 
made;  which  notwithstanding  was  ih  no  sort 
made  to  prejudice  her,  as  divers  who  i^re  in- 
clined to.fax-ouThcr  have  imagmed.  So  far 
was  it  from  being  made  to  entrap  her,  that  it 
was  rather  intended  to  forewarn  and  deter  her 
from  attempting  any  thing  against  it.  Bat 
seeing  it  had  now  the  force  of  a  law,  I  thought  * 
good  to  proceed  against  her  according  to  «te 
same.  6ut  you  lawyers  are  so  curious  in 
scanning  the  nice  point*  of  the  law,  and  pro- 
ceeding according  to  forms,  rather  tlian  ex- 
pounding and  interpreting  Hie  laws  thetri- 
sehes,  that  if  your  way  were  observed,  she 
mu&t  have  been  indicted  in  Staffordshire,  and 
have  holden  up  her  hand  at  the  bar,  and  htufe 
been  tried  by  a  jury  of  15  men.  A  proper 
way,  forsootli,  of  trying  a  princess!  To  avoid 
therefore  such  absurdities,  I  thought  it  better 
to  refer  the  examination  of  so  weighty  » 
cause  to  a  select  number  of  the  noblest  per- 
sonages of  the  land  and  the  judges  of  tile 
realm ;  and  all  little  enough.  For  we  princes 
are  set  as  it  were  upon  stages,  in  thejsigbt  tmd 
view  of  all  the  world:  the  least  spot  is  soon 
spied  in  our  garments,  the  smallest  blemish 

frcsendy  observed  in  us  at  a  great  distance, 
t  behoves  us  therefore  to  be  careful  that  our 
proceedings  be  just  and  honourable.  But  I 
must  tell  you  one  thing,  that  by  this  last  act 
of  pari,  you  have  reduced  me  to  such  straits 
and  perplexities,  that  I  must  resolve  upon  the 
puniilqiieDl  of  her  who  ii  a  prinoest  to  neax^. 
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at  the  beginning  of  this  parL  theLoid  CiMne. 
told  cheniy  that  it  was  her  m^/s  expreiB  oobbi' 
miskd,  no  Lawft  at  all  should  be  stiade  ia  thi^ 
session;  bcr  iuaj«  purposing  not  to  b€  present 
to  give  her  royal  assent  to  any.  Whereibre 
he  desired  that  tim  House  mkht  be  ad^owrne^ 
to  Nov.  10;  in  \siWvch  thne^  be  said,  it  migh^ 
be  her  maj.  would  send  some  other  answer  to- 
their  Petition,  wluch  she  }^t  had  mc  read. 
And  the  House  was  adjourned  accordnigly. — 
On  tliat  day,  after  many  specclics  and  um- 
ments,  the  House  came  to  a  Resolntion,  *^  TsML 
other  way,  device,  or  means  whatsoever 


wX&od  t^  rae  in  bipod,  and  .whose  practices 
against  jric  have  so  deeply  affected  me  with 
grief  and  sorrow,  that  I  have  willingly  cliosen 
to  absent  myself  from  tliis  pari,  lest  I  sho^ild 
increase  my  trouble  by  hearing  the  matter 
mentioned;  and  not  out  of  fear  of  any  danger 
^  or  treacherous  atteip^t  against  me,  as  some 
think.  But  I  witV  now  teU  you  a  farther  se- 
arct,  (though  it  1)e  not  usual  with  me  to  blab 
forth  in  other  cases  wtiat  I  know.)  It  is  not 
long  since  these  eyes  of  mine  saw  and  read  an 
tMhth,  wherein  some  bound  themselves  to  kill 
me  within  a  month.  Hereby  I  see  your  dan- 
ger in  my  person,  which  I  will  be  very  careiul 
ta  prevent  and  keep  off, — I'he  Association 
jQu  entered  into  for  my  safety  I  have  not  fbr- 
^tten;  a  thing  I  never  so  much  as  thought  of, 
till  a  great  number  of  hands  and  seals  to  it 
were  viewed  roe.  This  has  laid  a  perpetual 
tie  and  obligation  upon  me.  to  bear  you  a  sin<r 
guiar  good  will  and  love,  who  have  no  greater 
comlbFt  than  in  your  and  the  comQK>Awealth's 
respect  and  affection  towards  me.  Bat  foras- 
much as  the  matter  now  in  hand  is  very  rarely 
cxampled,  and  of  greatest  consequence,  I  hope 
yon  do  not  look  for  an^  present  resolution 
urom<me:  for  my  manner  is,  in  matters  of  less 
moment  than  this,  to  deliberate  long  upon 
that  wliich  is  but  once  to  be  resolved.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  beseech  Almighty  God  so  to  il- 
tpminate  end  direct  my  heart,  that  I  may  see 
clearly  what  may  be  best  for  the  good  of  his 
Church,  the  prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  your  Safety.  And  that  delay  may  not 
breed  danger,  we  will  signify  our  resolution  to 
YOU  with  all  convcnieucy.  And  whatever  the 
best  of  subjects  may  expect  at  the  hands  of 
the  best  pnuces,  that  expect  from  mo  to  be 
performed  to  the  full.*' 

The  Commons'  Journals  inform  us,  that  on 
the  14th  of  Nov.  when  the  Speaker  had  re- 
ported tq  the  House  the  substance  of  the 
Queen's  Answer,  mr«  Vice-Chamberlain  stood 
ftp,  and  having  first  affirmed  that  the  Speak-^ 
er*s  lieport  was  true,  he  added,  that  the 
Queen  had  commanded  him  that  morning  to 
signify  to  the  house,  '*  That  her  highness, 
inoved  with  some  commiseration)  for  the  Scot- 
tish Qoeen,  in  respect  of  her  former  dignity 
imd  great  fortunes  in  her  younger  years,  her 
iiearness  of  kindred  to  her  maj.  and  also  of 
her  sex,  could  be  well  pleased  to  forbear  tak^ 
^ig  of  her  blood ;  if,  by  any  other  means  to  be 
devised,  by  the  Great  Council  of  this  realm, 
the  safety,  of  her  maj. 's  person  and  ^ovt.  might 
be  preserved^  without  aancer  of  mm  and  de- 
itnictioa.  Bi^t  herein  she  left  them  neverthe- 
less to  th^  own  &ee  liberty  and  dispositions, 
^f  proceeding  otherwise  at  their  choice^  For, 
as  oci'  ma),  would  willingly  hearken^  to  the  rea- 
sons of  any  pa^tieular  member  of  this  house ; 
so,  he  added,  they  might  exhibit  their  thoc^hts 
in  that  case  either  to  any  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, being  of  that  house,  or  to  the  Speaiker,  to  be 
^y  him  oelivercd  to  her  mi^.^ — Afjt^v  the  afore- 
said orator  bad  delivered  this  messagiB,  he 
^ok  occasion  to  put  the  HousQ  i^.  auaji^  that 


could  or  can  possibly  be  found  or  uaoaginedy 
that  such  safety  can  in  any  wise  be  had,.s» 
long  as  the  said  Queen  of  Scots  doth  o?  cihali 
live." 

The  l40rds'  Journals  say  nothing  of  thia 
Message,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  it  was 
sent  to  them ;  because  that  authority  infonaft 
us,  that  on  the  2^nd,  *<  Afier  many  debatas  in 
that  House,  the  Loids  agreed  that  the  matter 
should  be  pot  to  the  (joestioa;  and  every  peer 
being  asked  his  several  voice,  answered,  witk 
one  consent,  **  lliat  they  could  find  no  other 
way,"— J/«n,  **  The  same  day,  they  of  tUa 
Lower  House  came  up,  and  desired  the  Lop4s 
to  be  content  to  appoint  some  of  tbek  l^oiise 
to  confer  with  tlicm,  upon  the  Answer  that 
was  to  be  made  to  her  bvhness.  Whcreupoo 
the  Lords  made  choice  of  the  abps.  of  Can- 
terbury and  York,  and  the  lord-treasurer,  Ac- 
And  the  Lords,  after  confercfice  bad  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Lower  House,  made  report 
that  the  like  question  was  proposed  to  them 
of  the  Commons'  House,  and  that  the;^  an* 
swered  all  with  one  consent,  no  man  gainsay- 
ing, *<  ITiat  they  could  find  no  other  way," 
Whereupon  the  Committees  of  both  Houses 
agreed  upon  this  Answer  to  be  made  to  hor 
maj.  That  having  often  conferred  and  longde-*' 
bated  on  that  question,  according  to  her  high-  ' 
ness's  commandment,  they  could  find  no  otiier* 
way  than  what  was  set  down  in  their  Petition. 
Which  Answer,  for  the  Lords,  was  delivered 
to  her  majesty  by  tlie  lord  chanceUor,  and 
for  the  Commons  by  their  Speaker,  at  Rich- 
mond, Thursday,  Nov.  24.  On  the  25th,  the  ' 
lord  chanc.  delivered  to  the  Lords  her  m4^.*s 
Answer  to  their  liut  Resolution,  the  effect 
whereof  w^  '  If,'  said  her  maj.  '  I  should 
say  unto  you  that  I  mean  not  to  grant  your 
petition,  by  my  faith  I  should  say  unto  you 
more  than  perhaps  I  mei^n.  And  if  I  should 
say  unto  you  I  mean  to  grant  your  petttioo,  I 
should  then  tell  you  more  than  is  nt  for  yoii^ 
to  know.  And  thus  I  must  deliver  you  aa 
answer  answcrless.* 

.  Thus  much  verbatim  Groi9  the  Lords'  Jour*. 
naJ.  Aiui  all  we  haye  to  add  firom  the  same 
autliority  is^  that  an  entry  is  made  in  this, 
day's  proceedings  of  every  thing  done  in  the 
foreeoins  relatii^  to  this  affur;  with  ft  co|^ 
of  the  Petition  at  the  conKclusion..  The  utt-. 
happy  Qaeen  of  Scots  had  not  one  advooate» 
in  either  Uous^  Chat  would  or  durst  >plead  ia 
herfavojir..    Ti^  Qurftal;  agaiiiat  h§t  vms^ia 
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lidj  ia  die  Uouso  of  lionb,  a  commbstan  iron 
(he  queen,  /iirected  to  himscif,  by  which  hm 
was  authoriied  and  a{)poiiited,  in  the  abseao* 
of  the  id.  chana  to  a<;t  iu  his  ^tead. 

A  Subsidjf4'\  March  7,  a  bill  was  ^ent  iifK 
by  the  Commons,  entitled^  ^  Aa  act  for  'one 
ondre  Subsidy,  and  two  IStbs  and  lOths,  to 
be  granted  to  hor  flH^.  by  the  temporality/ 
It  passed  <m  the  9th  and  the  next  day  a  hiil> 
for  the  CoDfirmadou  o£  one  entire  Suhsidyy 
&OBI  die  Clergy,  of  6a.  in  the  pound,  to  ha 
paid  in  3  years,  was  read  and  p^sod  also. 

A  Beatvolenc^  frtm  both  Hmat^.^     fine 
these  acts  not  answeriug  the  pressing  occasions 
of  the  state ;  on  tlte  1 1th  of  March,  aM€||»^ 
was  sent  from  tbe  Qommons,  je<}uesting  tl»t 
it  woidd  please  tbe  Lords  to  appoint  a  Aamber 
of  their  House  for  a  Conference  with  a  com- 
mittoe  of  the  other.    Accordingly  the  abps. 
of  Canterbury  and  York,  the  lord  steward,  tho 
lord  chamberlain,  the  earls  of  KeiU,.  Wor- 
oestec,  Ittttiand,  HeriAxd,  and  Leicestery/lhft 
bps.  of  London,  Windios&er  and  Salisbury^ 
tlt^  lords  Cobhiua,   Morley,  Gvey,  Staiibp^ 
Stourton,    Cromwell,   North,  Delaware  and 
Norris,  were  appointed.    Who,  ^dx:  aame  day, 
after  the  Coniiecence,  made  a  Hcpart  lo'^tifa 
UoBse,  *^  That  the  Qommoas  made  handle 
sait  to  their  lordships,  to  have  the  Lords  of 
this  House  joiB  wilih  thea  in  a  contrihijtio^  «c 
Beoevolenoe,  which  they  o^*  thh  Lower  fionae  » 
meant  to  offer  unto  her  roaj.    Thehsaaaary 
how  they  iikcai>t  to  proceed  therein,  was  opened 
b;|r  the  abp.  of  Canterbury.    Ou  which  xeporC 
oi  the  committee,  the  Lords  thoogiu:  good  to 
refer  their  Answers  herein  till  Monday  iiexl.'^ 
But  we  hear  no  more  of  this  mat^r  antiJ  the 
I'Sth ;  when  another  Mem.  is  entesed,  ^  Tha( 
this  day  the  Lords  of  the  Comrnktae  made 
report  onto  the  luhole  House,  that  upon  dkera    . 
conferences  had  with  the  Committee  of  the  ■ 
Lower  Hoose,  touching  their  request  ibade  to . 
the  Lords  to  join  widi  tbem  in  pebtion  to  her 
raaj.  about  a  Beuevoleacc,  or   coub-ibutiea, 
which  they  of  the  Lower  House  thought  good 
to  offer  unto  her  maj. ;  tbe  said  Lords  o^  She 
Committee  thought  it  good,  for  divers  reasons, 
to  join  with   the  Commons  therein,   which 
reasons,  when  tlie  whole  Honse  had  heard  and 
considered,  their  lordships  did  resolve  that  the 
Commons  sliould  he  left  to  themselves,  and 
that  they  would  take  such  order  herein  as  Go 
their  lordships  ^hall  seem  convenient.''    Acr 
cordingly,  the  same  Lords,  as  before,  were 
chosen  a  now  Committee  to  resolve  upon  ithe 
contribution;    when    after   seme  coaference 
had  amongst  themselves,   in  respect  of  the 
great  charges  her  maj.  bath  heretofore  been 
at,  and  that  her  highness  must  be  enft)rced  to,be 
at  hereafter,  for  the  defence  of  this  reahn,  and 
other  her  maj/s  dominions,  they.rcsolved  freehf 
to  oier  and  give  unto  her  2s.  in  the  poiMMl, 
after  the  rate  of  the  valuation  of  the  ^baidj 
of  the   temporality,   granted  in  xhis  present 
session  of  pari.    Which  resolution  being  after- 
wards openly  declared  unto  the  .wlM>le  Jiouso, 
the  'remporal  Lords,  in  regard  that  ihe.Lards 


vtrovg,  at  would  then  haTe  Overthrown  aH  op- 
posers,  and  involved  them  in  t))e  same  ruin. 
There  are  several  ptcees  of  biH>ken  speeches 
inserted  in  tbe  Comntoas*  Journals,  ail  tend- 
ing te  bfer  destruction;   but  so  iiiteispersed 
and  unconnected,  as  to  render  chem  tiresome 
to  a  reader,    it  is  easy  to  see,  by  the  scope  of 
the  arguments  used)  ^at  methods  had  been 
proposed  to  save  this  wretched  Queea's  life. 
It  is  very  probaHe  that  aM  the  pnnces  then  in 
Chrisbendem  thought  themselves  interested  in 
k.     But  it  is  certain  that  the  violent  party 
against  her  in  the  Cemmous  were  eager  to 
mive  her  speedily  destroyed,  for  tear  some  £»- 
feoign  apphcacion  should  ha^  tbroe  eaougli  €o 
save    ner.    This    House,    we  are  told,  was 
greatly  alarmed  at  cfae  coming  of  the  French 
ambassador,  who  arrived  in   England  about 
tins  time,  to  make  some  proposals  ibr  saving 
^  the  Queen  of  Scots.    One  rar.  Oiice,  a  mem- 
hw,  took  notice  in  tlie  Bense,  that  since  that 
embassador  was  to  have  aadieitoe  of  her  maj. 
Mie  next  day,  who,  he  was  fully  persuaded 
within  himself,  onme  not^  for  any  ^ood  to  her 
maj.  or  CO  the  reahn;  ^«t,  knowing  that  in 
.  such  cases  they  ^ge  usaedly  attend^  with  a 
company  of  rascab,  and  the  basest  sort  of  peo- 
ple m  their  nation ;  and  this  rabble  asine  to 
thrust  into  the  praenoe  of  the  prince,  alosig 
wfth  their  master;  he  moved,  That  for  bet- 
ter safety  of  her  msg.'s  porson,  from  any  des- 
perate a4)tempt  of  the  said  Frenchmen,  it 
would  please  those  of  this  house,  who  wene  of 
lAie  piivy  council,  to  take  order  that  the  said 
wnbassador  might  both  he  heard  and  receive 
Ikis  ifRswer  from  thetcouncil;  and  in  no  wise 
to  have  access  to  her  royal  person.    To  which 
it  was  answered  by  the  vice  Chamberlain,  that 
.    ihis  laatter  had  been  considered  of  at  the 
eemmittees  of  both  houses,  and  orders  givea 
Hfcordingly. 

'  The  last  thing  that  seems  necessary  to  ex- 
tract from  the  ^urnal,  relating  to  this  bast- 
neas,  is,  that  one  day  when  sir  F.  Knollcs  was 
giving  his  opinion  to  the  House,  '<  that  there 
was  no  other  codrsc,  kc.**  lie  took  occasion 
to  propose,  that  earnest  and  devout  Prayer 
ahottld  he  made  to  God,  to  incline  her  maj.^s 
heart  to  the  Petition  of  this  House ;  and  that 
some  apt  and  special  course  of  prayer  might 
be  devised  and  put  down  by  some  of  this 
house ;  and  not  only  be  eitercised  here  every  day, 
but  also  by  all  the  members  elsewhere  abroad, 
and  privately  in  tbeir  chambers.  To  this  mo- 
tion It  was  answered  by  mr.  Treasurer,  that 
be  took  it  to  proceed  from  a  good  intention ; 
but  said  that  there  was  already  a  fonn'of 
prayer  extant  in  print,  and  used  in  this  House 
for  that  purpose ;  and  every  member  might  do 
the  same  privately  if  he  pleased. — On  the  3nd 
of  Dec.  the  Loras  Commissioners  adjourned 
this  pari,  to  the  15th  Feb.  following. 

Feb.  15,  1567,  both  Houses  met  pursuant 
te  adjournment.  The  two  first  days  nothing 
v^as  done,  because  the  Lord  Chanc.  was  sick ; 
c^  the  17tfa  sir  £dm.  Anderson,  knt.  Lord 
Ohief  jt»tice  of  -die  commons  pleas,  fead  pub- 
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S^mitaal  had  inii^e  ft  prior  offer  of  contribu- 
tion to  her  tn^.  did  altogether,  with  one  coa- 
■enty  mo&t  w]llio|^j,  ratify  the  said  resolu- 
tion, both  toucluog  the  sum  and  the  pay- 
ment thereof. 

On  tlie  last  day  of  the  session,  the  Coninons 
acnt  up  a  new  bill,  *  for  the  Sale  of  the  Lands 
of  one  Tho.  Handfbrd,  for  a  debt  due  to  tl:e 
croHn,  &c.'  when  the  Lords  had  before  passed 
a  bill  to  the  sarpe  effect,  and -sent  it  down  to 
the  Commons.  Therefore  it  is  entered  that 
tince  the  Commons  had  rejected  their  bill, 
without  conference  with  some  of  the  Lords  of 
this  House,  and  framed  a  new  bill  and  sent  it 
up ;  their  lordships  thought  it  a  precedent  so 
strange,  and  so  far  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
tliis  House,  that  they  resolved  to  put  it  to  the 
question,  Whether  this  new  bill  should  be  read 
here  or  not  ?  1  he  whole  House  being  particu- 
larly asked  their  opinions,  with  one  consent, 
the^  concluded,  that  it  should  not  be  read. — 
Thift  is  all  that  is  material  in  the  Lords  Jour- 
nals, but  that  of  the  Commons  is  much  more 
filled  with  matters  of  consequence,  which  hap- 
pened at  this  2d  meeting  ol  the  pari. 

Sir  C.  Hatton  opcn»  to  the  House  the  Affair 
of  the  Spanuih  Invasion.}  Feb.  22,  Sir  Christ, 
nation,  \'ice-Chambeflain,  acquainted  the 
House^  "  That  it  wab  her  maj.'s  pleasure  that 
they  should  have  disclosed  to  them  the  dangers 
the  nation  theh  stood  in ;  that  she  thanked 
God  slic  had  so  good  a.  House  of  Commons, 
and  wished  this  session  might  be  shorty  that 
men  concerned  sis  go\  ernors  might  go  home  to 
their  governments,  for  the  sake  of  hospitality 
and  defence;  and  to  take  another  time  for 
making  laws,  except  such  as  are  now  ne- 
cessary.''  The  dangers  which  he  spoke  of,  he 
urged,  were  those  of  ancient  mance  against 
the  queen;  which  were  to  be  prepared  for, 
and  uod  invoked  for  his  assistance.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  rest  of  bis  speech,  he  drew  op, 
under  the  following  heads:  '*  The  Catholics 
abroad,  the  Pope,  the  King  of  Spain,  the 
Princes  of  the  League,  the  Papists  at  home, 
and  their  Ministers." — ^llie  principal  root 
thereof:  the  Council  of  Trent,  which  agreed 
to  extirpate  christian  religion  (which  they  term 
heresie)  whereunto  divei-s  princes  assented, 
and  bound  themselves  in  solemn  manner.  Pope 
Pius  V.  sent  his  excommunication  against  her 
xaaj.;  dr.  Morton  and  Mendoza,  a  Spanish 
ambassador,  bestirred  them;  a  northern  re- 
bellion was  bred,  the  Pope  and  the  rc^t  prac- 
tised for  the  Scottish  queen,  and  she  being 
acquainted  proceeds  by  their  means.  Pope 
Paulus  Xni.  proceeds,  and  sends  Jesuits  and 
Seminaries  to  England  and  Ireland,  and  they 
proceed  to  inveigle  the  subjects^  and  dissuade 
them  from  obedience.  Visko  beginning  a  RebcJ- 
lion  in  Ireland.  Jamet^  Fitz-Morris  furthereth  the<. 
execution  thereof.  Dr.  Sanders  and  Desmond 
stir  new  rebellion  there,  and  wrote  into  Eng- 
land, &c.  Parry  was  moved  to  kill  her 
majesty  and  persuaded  it  was  meritorious, 
PopepixtusV.  imitHteth  the  other  Popes  to 
exectite  their  former  devices^  aud  «\riteth  to 


the  Cardiqab  of  Lor?aia  and  Guise,  that  h« 
will  overtluow  the  glorious  gospel;  and  there^ 
fore  moved  them  to  join  with  the  princes  of 
the  league,  and  to  practise  to  win  toe  king  of 
Seots,  and  to  set  up  the  Scottish   queea  in 
England,    and  made   his  reckoning  of    the 
Cantons  that  be  popish,  the  Swit7«r»y  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  the  duke  of  Ferrara,  king  of  Spain, 
and  kh)^  of  France.     A  chief  instrument  ffto- 
work  this,  was  father  Henry.    He  was  sent 
into  Germany,  and  over  Italy  and  FiaQce, 
and  wrote  to   the  Scottish  queen,   that  die 
powers  will  join  to  overthrow  England,  and 
make  known  the  effect  of  bis  labour  to  the 
Pope.     Invasion  should  have  been  made  intO' 
England  and  Ireland  the  last  year,  and  not 
unlike  to  be  attempted  this  year«    The  Pope 
excoromunicateth  thekins  of  Navarr.  The  Pope 
accounteth  not  of  popi£  preaching  and  per- 
suasions that  way;  but  nevertheless  moveth  all 
to  use  tlie  world,  aud  for  maintenance  thereof  ' 
sparetli  his  treasure  otherwise,  and  withdraweth 
maintenance  from    Jesuits  and  Seminaries  r 
and  divers  others  letters  were  found  with  the 
Scottish  queen,  which  prove  all  these  to  be 
true.    If  we  ser^'e  Almighty  God  in.  sinceritj 
of  heart,  we  need  not  to  fear.    It  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  king  of  Spain  soucht  to 
recover  some  part  of  his  father's  creffit,  by 
using  our  treasure  and  force  to  get  st.  Quintin's; 
but  he  soop  made  his  advantage  of  it,  and  re-> 
garded  not  our  territories  in  France,  but  suf^ 
fcred  the  loss  of  Calais  and  all  our  territories  ; 
and  after  the  death  of  queen  Mary  what  he 
could.     Her  rou.  sought  for  his  good-wiU, 
sendiug  the  lord  Montague,  the  lord  Cobham» 
sir  Tho.  Charoberiain,  nor.  Maun,  and  others; 
and  they  were  but  hardly  used,  some  of  them 
were  offered  great  indignity  and  mr.  IMlaon's 
^n  forced,  by  strength,  to  do  a  kind  of  pon« 
ancc.     He  comforted  the  queeu*s  enemies, 
he  giveth  colour  of  wars,   he  char^eth  the 
<)ueen,  that  her  subjects  have  aided  hts  rebels 
in  the  Low  Countries,    with  countenancing 
Monsieur  with  money  at  Cambray,  with  send* 
ing    her    nobihty  with    him   into    the  Low 
Countries,   with  the    actions  of  sir  Francis 
Drake,  with  assistance  of  the  Low  Countries. 
Of  the  Purpose  of  the  Combined  Princes.: 
Their  shew  is  to  deal  witli  the  king  of  Navarr 
to  extirpate  him,  but  their  drill  is  to  ruin  reli* 
gion,  not  only  there,  but  to  set  upon  and  to 
work  the  ruin  of  it  here  also ;  wherein  the  car« 
dinals  of  Lorain  and  Guise  are  now  very  busy. 
Their  malice  is  the  more  for  executing  the  Scot- 
tish queen,  but  their  hope  is  the  less.    The 
king  of  Spain's  designments  are  to  invade  Eq^ 
land  and  Ireland. — His  Pr^>aration :  360  sad 
of  Spain;  80gallies  from  Venice  and  Genoa; 
1  galliass  ^rith  600  anned  men,  from  the  duke 
of  Florence ;  12,000  men  maintained  by  Italy  . 
and  the  Pope ;  6000  by  the  Spanish  C5lergy ; 
12,000  by  his  nobility  and  gentry  of  Spain.     It 
is  reported  tlmt  10,000  of  these  be  horsemen  ; 
I  think  it  not  all  true,  but  something  thefe  is. — 
We  must  look  to  the  Papists  at  ,homQ  and 
abroad.    It  hath  touched  us  io  tht  blood  of 
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tfae  nobility,  and  the  blood  of  many  subjects. 
They  practise  to  frame  subjects  against  all 
duty,  and  bring  in  doctrine  of  lawfulness  and 
merit  to  kill  the  Queen,  and  have  sent  their 
instruments  abroad  to  that  purpose. — ^Two 
manner  of  forces  are  to  be  handled.  Assistance 
to  the  Low  Countries,  and  defence  by  force 
otherwise.  That  God  may  assist  us  injustice, 
in  right,  in  defence  against  those  princes.  I'hc 
assistance  is  acceptable  that  will  be  profitable. 
Her  mm.  oweth  relief  there  in  honour,  accord- 
ing to  the  Leagues,  especially  between  us  and 
the  house  of  Burgundy :  which  Leagues  difter 
from  leagues  growing  between  prince  and 
prince,  for  they  grew  between  the  people  and 
this  state.  \V^  are  bound  to  help  them  in 
honour  according  to  tlie  leagues.  Many  mar- 
riages and  many  secrecies  have  been  long  be- 
tween «s,  and  tfie  relieving  of  the  afflictions  of 
that  people  may  not  be  omitted. — ^The  heads 
of  their  miseries  arc  the  Spanish  Inquisition  by 
Placard,  using  strange  tortures  not  to  be  suf- 
fered ;  great  impositions  without  and  against 
law,  sending  some  of  their  people  into  Spain 
and  there  tyrannized  over;  their  noblemen 
done  away;  taking  their  town#,  and  setting 
tyrants  over  them  to  use  them  like  dofs.  The 
purpose  was  to  bring  the  Low  Countries  into  a 
monarchal  seat,  and  then,  v«  nobit.  The 
queen's  dealing  th^re  is  warranted  by  God. 
"  The  queen  is  occasioned  of  necessity  for  safety 
of  her  dominions  and  us,  that  that  country 
may  be  preserved,  that  the  English  commodi- 
ties may  be  vented  there  with  readiness,  safety 
and  profit ;  the  recovery  thereof  will  be  good 
for  this  country  and  crown ;  it  may  not  be  suf- 
lered  that  a  neighbour  should  grow  too  strong. 
— ^The  king  of  Spain  seeketh  to  be  yet  greater; 
he  hath  already  a  seat  in  council  amongst  the 

Erinces  of  Germany,  by  reason  of  territories 
is  father  got  there ;  and,  if  he  could,  he  would 
frame  the  Low  Countries  to  his  desire. — ^As  to 
th^  pretence  of  Injuries  before  remembered : 
■8  to  the  first  going  over,  her  maj.  misliked  it, 
mnd  punished  some  of  the  captains  (he  named 
lir  Humfrey  Gilbert  for  one.)  Concerning 
Monsieur,  the  first  time  her  maj.  drew  him 
from  proceeding  for  the  Low  Countries ;  tlie 
8nd  time  she  consented  tHbt  he  should  only  as- 
sist the  Low  Countries,  which  Monsieur  after- 
•wards  abused,  contrary  to  her  maj.'s  meauiii]^. 
Concerning  mr.  Drake*8  first  Voyage,  her  maj. 
knew  it  not ;  and  when  he  came  home,  she 
•seized  the  whole  mass  of  substance,  brouglit  by 
him,  to  satisfy  the  king  of  Spain  (if  cause  so  re- 

5[mred)and  thereupon  desired  certificate  for 
nvasion  into  Ireland.— Concerning  mr. Drake's 
last  Voyage,  it  was  to  meet  with  the  restraints 
and  seisuresin  Spain,  and  their  purpose  of  war 
was  thereupon  discovered ;  for  there  was  found 
by  the  master  of  mr.  Bond's  ship,  who  took 
the  Carri|cdore,  and  others^  a  commission 
from  the  king  of  Spain,  whereby  he  termed  us 
his  rebeb,  as  he  termed  the  Low  Cotmtnes.— - 
He  then  remembered  another  GrievaiK^c  not 
touched  before,  which  was  the  entertaining  of 
<bti  Anthony.  Which  he  antwered  to  b«  doxie 
'    Vot..  !• 


in  hon.  courtesy,  because  of  his  state,  who  was 
a  kiug  anointed  and  crowned  ;  thougli  his  seat 
was  not  long  unti^ubled,  and  coming  hirher  in 
hon.  and  courteous  manner,  though  ^ometliiii^ 
weakened,  required  the  entertainment  he  had. 
i— 'iJhen  lie  iterated,  that  the  great  grief  is  Re- 
ligion, .and  said  that  all  godly  ones  are  bound 
to  defend  it.  He  then  commended  her  m&i.'s 
courage  against  her  enemies  malice,  esteeming 
it  no  less  than  the  stoutest  kings  iu  .Europe. 

Mr.  Chanc.  qf  the  Exchequer  concluded, 
that  the  great  preparations  of  war  which  w  ns 
fit  speedily  to  be  Uiought  of  nnd  provided, 
would  grow  chargeable ;  and  therefdre  thought 
it  iBt  with  expedition,  that  the  house  should 
appoint  a  convenient  number  to  set  down  ar- 
ticles for  a  Subsidy.  Whereupcm  all  the  privy 
council  being  of  this  house,  the  fint  knight  for 
tvery  shire,  and  others,  were  appointed  to 
meet  in  the  exchequer-chamber. 

Motion  for  altering  the  Common  Prflyrr.] 
Feb.  87.    Mr.  Cope,  tSter  touching  upon  the 
necessity   of  a    learned   Ministry,    and   the 
amendment  of  things  amiss  iu  the  Ecclesias- 
tical   Estate,    ofiered    to    the   house  a  biR, 
and  li  written   book;   the  bill   containing  a 
petition   that  it  might  be   enacted,  that  all 
laws  now   in    force,    touching  Ecclesiastical 
government  should  be  void  :  and  that  it  might 
be  enacted,  that  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
now  offered  and  none  other,  might  be  received 
into  the  church  to  be  used.    The  book  con« 
tained  the  form  of  prayer  and  administration 
of  sacraments,  with  divers  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies, to  be  used  in  the  church.    And  desiring 
that  the  book  might  be  read,  mr.  Spi^ker,  iu 
etfect,  used  tliis  speech :  "  For  that  lier  maj. 
before  this  time  had  commanded  the  house  not 
to  meddle  with  tliis  matter,  and  that  her  maj. 
had  promised  to  take  order  in  those  caseSf  he 
doubted  not  but  to  the  good  satis&ction  of  all, 
her  people ;  he  desired  that  it  would  pleas^ 
them  to  spare  the   reading  of  it.     Notwit£« 
standing  the  house  desired  the  reading  of  it. 
Whereupon  mr.  Speaker  willed  the  derife  to 
read  it.    And  the  clerk  being  ready  to  read  it, 
mr.  Dalton  made  a  motion  against  the  read- 
ing of  it ;  saying,  that  it  was  not  meet  to  be 
read,  and  that  it  did  appoint  a  new  form  of 
administration  of  the  aacraments  and  Ctte- 
monies  of  the  Church,  to  die  discredit  of  tite 
Bbok  of  Common  Prayer  and  tl»e  whole  itnte; 
and  thought  that  this  dealing  Ttould  bring  hjdr 
maj/s  indignation  against  the  house,  thus  to 
enterprize  the  dealing  witli  those  thiugB'whicb 
her  maj.  especially  had  taken  into  her  owh 
charge  and  direction.  Whereupon  mf.LeWae* 
nor  spoke,  shewing  the  necessity  of  preaching, 
and  of  a  learned  ministry,  and  thought  it  vifw 
fit  that  the  petition  and  book  should  be  read. 
To  this  parpose  spake  mr.  Harleston  tM  mr. 
Bainbrigg ;  and  so  the  time  being  passed,  tll^ 
house  brake  up,  and  neither  the  petition  bof* 
book  read."    This  done,  her  maj.  sent  to  nib. 
Speaker,  as  well  for  this  Petition  and  Bookias 
for  that  other  petition  and  book  for  the  lika 
effect,  that  wat  dcUvered  the  last  temon  of 
51  - 
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parliament  which  mr.  Speaker  scot  to  her  ma- 
jesty. 

Mr,  WentworthU  Speech  relating  to  the  Ia- 
bertUs  of  the  House.]  March  1,  "  Mr.  Went^ 
wiforth  delivered  unto  nir^  Speaker  ccrtahi  Ar- 
ticles, which  contained  Questions  touching  the 
Liberti^  of  the  House,  and  to  some  of  which 
be  was  to  answer,  and  desired  they  might  be 
read.  Mr.  Speaker  required  him  to  spare  his 
motion  until  ner  maj.'s  pleasure  was  fiirther 
known,  touching  the  Petition  and  Book  lately 
delivered  into  the  bouse ;  but  mr»  Wentworth 
would  not  be  so  satis6cd,  but  required  his 
Articles  might  be  read.  Mr.  Speaker  said  lie 
woukl  peruse  them,  and  then  do  «vbat  was 
fit.*'  This  is  all  the  Journals  afford  n»;  but 
.  sirS.'D'Ewes  has  given  us  mr.  Wcntworth's 
Speech  and  the  Questions  at  large,  which  are 
too  important  to  be  omitted ;  the  Speech  was 
as  follows : 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  forasmuch  as  such  laws  as 
God  is  to  he  honoured  by,  and  that  also  such 
laws  as  our  noble  sovereign  and  this  worthy 
realm  of  England  are  to  be  enriched,  strcnj^tli- 
cned,  and  preserved  by,  from  all  foreign  and 
•  domestic  enemies  and  traitors,  are  to  be  made 
'by  this  hon.  council,  I  as  being  one  moved  and 
stirred  up  by  all  dutiful  love,  and  desirous  even 
for  conscience  sake,  and  of  a  mind  to  set  forward 
God*8  glory,  the  wealth,  strength,  and  safety 
.  of  our  natural  queen  and  commonweal,  do  ear- 
nestly desire,  by  question,  to  be  satisfied  of  a 
.  few  Questions  to  be  moved  by  you,  mr.  Speak- 
er, concerning  the  Liberty  of  tliis  hon.  coun- 
cil:  ibr  I  do  assure  you,  I  praise  my  God  for 
it,  that  I  do  Hnd  in  myself  a  willing  mind  to 
deliver  unto  this  hon.  assembly  some   little 
tnste  and  account  of  that  simple  talent,  which 
it  hath  pleased  God,  of  his  singular  favour  and 
coodncss,  to  bestow  upon  me,  to  gain  to  his 
.  Eigkness's  honour  and  slory ;  and  to  shew  unto 
my  tK>bIe  prince  and  commonwealth,  true, 
iuuhful,  and   dutiful   service;    of  the  which 
mind,  1  am  sare,  mr.  Speaker,  here  are  many 
godly t  faithful,  and  true-hearted  gentlemen  in 
l.tlus,  hoii.    assembly;    howbeit,  the  want  of 
.j^iiMHv ledge  and  citpcriencc  of  the  Liberties  of 
%tliis  hon.  council,  doth  hold  and  stay  us  back, 
.ror  AS  we  have  a  hearty  desire  to  serve  God, 
li^rmaj.  and  this  noble  realm;  even  so  arc 
.wp  6;a;rfui  and  loth  to  give  or  offer  any  offence 
!^U>  her  i^aj.  or  unto  her  laws;  the  wliich,  we 
j^  resume,,  we  shall  not  do,  if  we  keep  oui^ 
jtdvcs^ithiii  the  circle  of  them,  and  no  man 
jCjm  observe    that    whereof  he   is    ignorant. 
Ayb^eforc  I  pray  you,  mr.  Speaker,  cftsoons 
to    ipovo  these   few  Articles,    by   Question, 
Jkherebjr  every  one  of  this  house  may  kumv 
uoi^i i^r l>cniay  proceed  in  this  hon.  council, 
ii^  mj^cn  tliat  concern  the  glory  of  God  and 
«9ur  (rue  axui  loyal  service  to  our  prince  and 
"stare.     Foe  I  am,  fully  persuaded,  that  God 
caiiQot  be  honoured,  neither  onr  noble  prince 
jiF    commonweal    preeerved    or  maiutuined, 
.witlH>at  free  speech  and  consultation  of  this 
ikuu.^  coAMii'iJ,  both  which  consist  upon  the  Li- 
Arties  of  this  hion   council,  aitd  tlia  Know- 


ledge of  them  also.  So  here  are  the  Que»- 
tions,  mr. Speaker:  I  humbly  and  heartily  be- 
seeeh  you  to  give  them  a  readii^,  and  God 
grant  us  true  and  faithful  hearts  in  answertus 
of  tlicm ;  for  the  true,  fiuthfui,  and  hearty  scr- 
\ic^  of  our  merciful  God,  our  lawful  prince, 
and  this  whole  and  worthy  realm  of  England, 
will  much  consist  hereafter  upon  the  answer 
unto  these  questions.  Wherefore  it  beliovcth 
us  to  use  wise,  grave,  and  gpdly  conaidcrir 
tions  in  answering  of  them.  Therefore  the 
Lord  direct  our  tongues,  that  we  may  answer 
them  even  with  his  spirit,  the  spirit  ot  wisdom, 
witliout  the  which  o\ir  wibdom  is  nothing  cbe 
but  foolishness." 

The  Qdcstions.]  "  Whether  this  ctmncO  be 
not  a  place  for  any  memlicr  of  the  same  hcse 
assembled,  freely  and  without  controlincnt  of 
any  person,  or  danger  of  laws,  by  bill  or 
speech,  to  utter  any  of  the  griefs  of  this  oom- 
monwealth  whatsoever,  touching  the  service  of 
God,  tlie  safety  of  tlie  prince,  and  this  noble 
realm? — Whether  that  great  honour  niay  be 
done  unto  God,  and  benefit  and  service  unto 
the  prince  and  state  without  free  Speech  ia 
this  council,  which  may  be  done  with  it? — 
Whether  there  be  anv  council  which  caa 
make,  add  to,  or  diminish  from  the  \bws  of  the 
reabn,  but  only  this  council  of  pari.?— Whe- 
ther it  be  not  against  the  orders  'of  this  coun- 
cil to  make  any  secret  or  matter  of  weight, 
wliich  is  liere  in  hand,  known  to  the  prince  or 
any  other,  concerning  the  high  service  of  God, 
prmce,  or  state,  without  tl^  consent  of  tbe 
house? — Whether  the  Speaker,  oranyotheM", 
may  interrupt  any  member  of  this  council  an 
his  speech  used  in  tliis  house,  tending  to  aoy 
of  tne  fore-named  high  services? — Whether 
the  Speaker  may  rise  when  he  will,  any  mat- 
ter being  propounded,  without  consent  of  the 
house  or  not? — Whether  the  Speaker  maj 
over-rule  the  house  in  any  matter  or  cause 
tliere  in  question ;  or  whether  lie  is  to  be  nilod 
or  over-ruled  hi  any  matter  or  not? — WhoUier 
the  prince  and  state  can  continue,  stand,  and 
be  maintained  without  this  council  ot'  pari. 
but  by  altering  the  govt,  of  tlie  state?'' 

We  are  told  tliat  tlic  Speaker  did  not  think 
proper  to  put  these  Questions  to  the  house ; 
but  sliewed  tliem  to  air  1^.  Heneago,  a  privqr 
counsellor;  and  soOo  after 'mr.  Wentwortb 
was  committed  prisoner  to  the  Tower.  And 
March  3nd,  mr.  Co^,  mr.  Lewkenor,  mr. 
Harleston,  and  mr.  Bavnbrigg,  the  4  apcsakeis 
-to  the  motion  aforesaid,  were  sent  for  befofc 
the  Id.  chanc.  and  divers  of  the  privy  coonei, 
and  by  them  sent  to  the  Tower  after  m^. 
Wentworth.    Two  days  after  this. 

Sir  John  Higkam  made  a  motioy,  ^That 
since,  several  good  aad  necessary  flAembers  of 
that  house  were  taken  fi?om  them,  it'FOvId 
.please  tiiemtobe  humble  petitiooers  XQ-htr 
mi^.  for  the  restitution  i^'  (kern  again  to  dbe 
bouse.''    To  which 

Mr.  Vke-Chmnberimn  answered,  ^  Umi  if 
the  gentletoen  were  cou^iymted  tor  viaiter 
wiihm  the  compass  of  the  privilege  ^/he 
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lio*i9Qy  tb^O  there  might  be  room  for  a  petition. 
3ut  if  D0t»  Adds  be,  we  sh^  occasion  her  maj.'i 
iurthcr  displeasure.  He  rather  advised  to  stay 
tin  they  heard  more,  which  could  not  be  long. 
And  fqrtber,  as  to  the  Book  and  Petition,  her 
Vu^.  had,  for  silvers  good  causes  best  known  to 
herself,  thought  fit  to  wuppre»s  the  same,  with-r 
out  any  farther  examination  of  them.  And 
yet  he  conceived  it  very  unfit  for  her  maj.  to 
give  any  account  of  her  ^ctioiis.*' — >Ve  near 
oo  more  of  thh  matter,  nor  how  long  these 
^ntlemen  were  prisoners  iu  the  Tower ;  and 
jt  is  surprising  that  neitlier  Cambden,  nor  auy 
other  historian,  take  any  notice  of  so  iinportfoit 
an  a0air. 

March  23rd,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  ^t* 
«Uredtaboth  Houses  iu  form,  that  her  maj. 
tor  certain  reasons,  could  not  come  down  to 
the  house  to  pass  the  bills;  and  therefore  hud 
granted  her  letters  patents,  in  which  the  titles 
of  all  the  bnis  arfit  particularly  recited  for  that 
purpose.  Which  commission  being  openly 
reaa,  the  said  lord  chief  justice  produced  other 
letters  patents,  directed  to  the  two  abps.  the 
ereat  omcers  of  sute,  &c.  constituting  them 
ncr  m^i.'s  coomiissioners  to  dissolve  thb  pari.; 
which  being  read,  the  pari,  was  ^issplyed  ac-. 
cordingly, 

A  new  PmtL  ca,lUd,'\  A  new  parl^  was  sum* 
moned  ta  meet  at  Westminster  on  the  13th  of 
Nov.  in  the  30th  year  of  her  maj.^  reign. 
When  being  assembled  accordingly,  it  was,  by 
letters  patents,  directed  to  sir  Christ,  Hattoo, 
Vnt.  then  lord  chancellor,  Wm.  lord  Burleigh, 
lord  treasurer,  &c.  prorogued  to  the  4th  of 
Feb.  1588-9.  At  which  time,  being  again  asr 
tembled,  and  the  Queei\  preseotx  the  Lord 
Chancellor  opened  the  cause  of  the  summons 
to  this  effect :  he  told  them,  say  the  Loads' 
Journals,  "  lliat  her  mjy,  luid  made  it  her 
constant  study,  from  the  very  beginniog  of  her 
reku  to  this  time,  to  prese^e  peace,  not  only 
at  home,  but  also  abroad.  That  she  had  given 
no  occasion  to  the  muny  princes  about  her  to 
invade  her  dominions ;  nor  had  taken  arms  to 
revenue  the  many  i^ijuries  which  others  had 
brought  against  her.  Peace  she  ever  had  above 
all  thio^  at  heart,  had  nourished  and  pre*, 
served  it.  Neither  the  infant  sta^e  of  Scot- 
land, nor  the  treachery  of  France,  nor  th^  di-r 
Tisions  of  her  enemies,  nor  the  frequent  soli- 
citations of  the  Dutch,  nqr  eveu  all  thc:s 
things,  could  move  her  to  make  war.  And, 
when  tkhe  heard  th^i  mighty  preparationstwere 
lAakiog  against  her  and  her  Iciugdom,  she 
chose  rather  to  propose  peace  than  to  cast  all 
itopesof  it  ^^ide:  /or  the  sent  a  set  of  grave,, 
prudent,  and  noble  persons,  as  her  ambassa- 
dors, to  treat  oi  it.  Which,  whilst  they  were 
ilabourir^g  to  effect,  behold,  a  vast  navy  of 
Spanish  ships  were  seen  on  our  English  coasts, 
'^uch  a  BHYY^  that  for  number  and  greatness  of 
the  shlpSj^  for  quantity  of  arms  and  military 
forces,  aud  for  all  kinds  of  necessary  scores, 
was  never  seen  to  float  on  the  ocean  before. 
But  God  Almighty,  ^er  ma}.'s  hope,  defender, 
Aud  preserver^  r(;odCTc4  (his  vi^t-A^jn:^  of 


her  enemies  vain  tnd  useless.  For  the  BritUh 
navy,  by  far  inferior  in  number  and  streaii>th, 
happily  attacked,  once  and  again,  those  hug9 
raised*up  rocks  and  mountains  of  ships  ;  aud„ 
at  the  third  conflict,  so  dispersed,  shattered,, 
and  disabled  them,  that  uevf  r  thiakinj^  to  re-  . 
new  tlie  flght,thcy  fled  for  it,  and  took  a  long 
course  hitherto  unheard  of;  for  they  steered 
round  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  moat  north-* 
em  regions,  and  by  thc^e  means  hoped  to  rc-r 
gain  the  Spani>h  coasts.  But  what  shipwrecks 
they  st*ffered,  what  hardships  they  bore,  how 
many  ships,  soldiers,  and  seamen  they  lo^ti 
neitlier  can  they  yet  know,  nor  we  for  certain 
learn ^  Some  feW  ships  escaped  to  Spain ;'  but 
so  shaken,  shattered,  and  fi>rlorn,  as  they  can 
never  be  of  use  to  them  again.  The  soldiers 
aud  sailors  who  have  survived  were  so  misera-i 
bly  hnrrassed  by  hunger,  thirst,  and'  other 
hardi»hips,  that  they  cannot  of  a  lonp;  timo 
recover  their  former  health.  BuL  to  what  cnd^ 
says  ho^  do  I,  by  this  recital,  endeavour  to 
make  you  secure  and  void  of  fear?  Do  not 
you  imagine,  I  say,  that  they  are  ardently  stu^ 
dious  of  revenge;  and  tlii\t  tiiey  will  not  em-i 
plo^  the  power,  the  strength,  the  nches  of 
SpainO^bd  the  forces  of  bo£  kingdoms,  to  acn  ^ 
compUsh  it.^  Know  you  not  the  pride,  fury, 
and  bitterness  of  the  Spaniard  against  you.^ 
Yes,  adds  he,  this  is  the  great  cause  of  smu* 
moning  tins  pari. ;  that  in  this  most  full  assem- 
bly of  tlie  wisest  and  qiost  prudent  persons, 
called  together  from  all  parts  of  tliis  kingdom, 
as  fur  as  human  codnsei  can  advise,  a  duigcnt 
preparation  may  be  made,  that  arms  and 
forces  and  money  majr  be  in  readiness;  and 
thiit  our  navy,  which  is  the  greatest  bulwark 
of  this  kingdom,  may  be  irepaired,  manned, 
and  fitted  out  for  all  events  with  the  utmost 
expedition/* 

After  the  Chancellor  had  ended  his  oration, 
the  Queen  adjourned  the  House  of  Lords  to 
Feb.  6,  to  give  time  to  the  Commons  to  choose 
tlicir  Speaker.  Accordingly,  on  that  dajr,  the 
Commons  presented  to  the  queen  George 
Snagg,  sextant  at  law,  for  their  Speaker,  who, 
with  the  usual  ceremonies,  was  confirmed. 
The  Loi-d  Chancellor,  at  the  end  of  the  ad- 
misbiou  speech  only  admonishing  the  com- 
mons not  to  extend  their  privileges  to  any  uik 
reverend  and  misbecoming  Speeches,  or  unne- 
cessary accesses  to  her  maj.  The  first  thing 
the  Lords  went  upon  was  to  bring  in  a  bill 
concerning  the  Raising  and  Regulating  of 
Officers  and  Soldiers;  and  the  Commons  about 
raising  a  Supply.  The  former  bill  passed  the 
Lonjs,  and  went  no  further;  but  a  pill  against 
the  cmbenHng  of  Armour,  Habiliments  of^ 
Wv,  and  \'ictual,  which  was  made  felony^ 
became  a  statute. 

A.  large  Supply  grnnted.\   March  11,  ao 

**  Act  for  thre^  l^tns  and  lOtbs^  and en-t. 

tire  Subsidies,  granted  by  the  temporality,** 
was  sent  up  to  the  Lords.  Whether  there  is 
any  mistake  in  this  entry  or  no  is  uncertain » 
but,  01^  Uie  14th,  when  the  bill  was  first  reaq 
m  the  l^orjis^it  y/^  V),titulc4«  ''  aa  AQt  for  th^ 
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granting  of  foor  15di«  and  lOths  and  two  en- 
tire Subsidies;"  and  was  passed  under  the 
same  title  on  the  17th.  On  the  i»aine  day  a 
bill  was  read  for  the  Confirmation  of  a  Sup- 
plj  granted  by  the  Clergy,  which' consisted  of 
tHo  bub&idies  of  ds.  in  the  pound,  to  be  paid 
Tearly  by  2i>.  in  the  pound.  How  this  vast 
Supply  was  carried  in  the  Commons  will  ap- 
pear in  the  sequel. 

Debate  on  a  BUI  for  Regulating  Abuses  in 
the  Exchequer,  ^c]  Feb.  17th,  when  the  mo- 
tion was  made  for  a  Supply  to  be  granted  to 
her  maj.  sir  Ed w.  Hobby  complained  to  the 
bouse  tliat  several  paiticulars  or  a  speech,  he 
bad  made  ou  the  bill  for  Regulating  Abuses  in 
the  Excticquer,  had  been  reported  out  of  the 
boabc,  for  which  he  had  been  sharply  rebuked 
by  .a  very  great  Person.  And  praying  that  the 
said  bill  ini;;ht  be  Hgain  read  and  committed, 
be  was  in  tiome  sort  interrupted  by  the  Chanc. 
of  tJic  Excheq. ;  who  said,  "  That  he  offered 
not  to  speak  to  any  prejudice  of  the  said  mo- 
tion ;  but  putting  the  house  in  remembrance 
of  their  charge  given  unto  him  and  others^  for 
conference  to  be  had  touching  some  conve- 
nient Supply  of  treasure  to  be  had  and  levied 
for  the  necessary  defence  of  her  maj.  and  this 
realm,  now  presently  in  danger  of  such  mighty 
and  great  eweroies,  as  erst  of  late  hath  been  at 
large  delivered  unto  tills  house  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  same,  declared  unto  them,  that  he 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  residue  of  the  com- 
mittees therein,  though  divers  of  them  did  not 
gjive  tliat  attendance  therein  which  so  great 
and  \veig!ity  a  cause  doth  require,  have  met 
and  had  conference  together  about  the  same,  4 
several  times ;  and,  that  at  the  last  time  of 
their  said  conlerence,  the;^  resolved  upon  sucli 
an  extraordinary  proportion  of  provision,  as 
they  thought,  the  present  extraordinary  occa- 
sion of  necessity  doth  re(}uire,  and  Uiat  they 
did  set  the  same  down  in  writing,  which  he 
also  moved  mifjht  be  read  unto  them  ;  to  the 
end  thpt  if  it  might  upon  the  reading  thereof, 
stand  with  their  good-liking  to  allow  of  it  and 
gi\  e  the[r  assents  unto  it,  mr.  Speaker  migiit 
then  (|<?iiver  it  to  her  maj.*s  learned  council,  to 
liavc  tlic  same  framed  into  the  form  of  a  bill 
10  he  proceeded  in  and  past  in  this  house; 
and  shewed  further,  that  as  the  grant  of  this 
contribution  is  greater  than  hath  been  hereto- 
fore ft)i'  the  most  part  ordinarily  used  to  be 
granted  (the  present  necessity  so  rcmiiririg  it) 
so  thinking  good  amongst  them  it  should  not 
hereafter  be  an  occajjion  of  a  precedent  to  pos- 
terity f(jr  the  like  (without  like  cause)  divers  of 
them  were  of  opinion,  that  some  meet  words 
to  such  an  effect  might  ho  inserted  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  bill.  And  shewed  further,  that 
one  of  the  committees,  to  wit,  mr.  Francis 
Bacon,  had  for  that  purpose  set  down  a  Note 
in  writin*:,  which,  he  said  (if  it  pleased  thcm^ 
they  might  also  bear  read,  and  afterwards  (if 
they  thought  good)  might  alsq  be  delivered  to 
her  mai.'s  said  learned  counql  'likewise  with 
the  said  other  note ;  and  that  withal  the  said 
mr.  B4Cda  flight  repair  tt>')ier  toaJ.'A  said 


learned  council  for  the  Anther  pr 
therein  with  them,  if  this  bouse  shoold  m>  I 
«ood.  Whereupon  the  boose  likinjf;  weD  of 
this  motion,  both  the  said  notes  in  writing  were 
read  by  the  derk^  and  afterwards  agreed  by 
the  whole  house,  that  the  same  not«6  sbeald 
be  forthwith  delivered,  by  mr.  Speaker  to  her 
maj.'s  said  learned  council  accordingly,  and 
the  said  mr.  Bacon  also  to  repair  unto  them.* 
—After  the  Chancellor  bad  ended,  sir  Hcniy 
Knyvet  entered  upon  the  complaint  made  bj 
sir  £.  Hobby,  and  desired  the  boose  wooki  take 
it  into  consideration.  He  commended  the  mo- 
tion, and  urged  the  present  Reading  of  the  biS± 
And,  upon  the  question,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
read  immediately,  and  committed. 

The  Queen's  Mestage  thereupon.']  This  WIl, 
and  another  concerning  Purveyors,  gave  gr|^ 
offence  at  court.  We  find  that  Feb.  27tb,  a 
Message  came  from  the  Lord?  to  desire  a  con- 
ference with  some  of  the  Lower  House  con- 
cerning a  Me^sa^e  they  bad  just  received  firom 
her  maj.  On  this,  a  large  committee  were  ap« 
pointed,  who,  returning,  made  r^ort,  **  That 
the  lord  treasurer  had  informed  them  the  Mc»> 

Zfrom  her  maj..  was  concerning  the  bilb 
?said,  wliich  she  greatly  mislik^  in  both 
cases.  The  one  tending  to  regulate  the  officers 
and  ministers  of  her  own  household ;  and  the 
other,  those  of  her  own  court  and  of  her  own 
revenues.  In  both  which,  if  any  should  de- 
mean themselves  ill,  her  maj.  was  of  herself 
both  able  and  willing  to  reform  them.  And 
woiUd  make  public  examples,  to  other  officers, 
of  those  of  her  household  or  court  xvho  sboukl 
at  any  time  be  found  to  offend." — Many 
speeches  and  motions  were  made  imon  this, 
what  was  best  to  he  done  to  satisfy  her  maj. 
about  their  proceedings  in  these  bills.  At 
length,  it  was  resolved  to  chusc  another  Com- 
mittee to  consider  of  this  matter ;  and,  also  to 
search  precedents  that  might  best  serve  to  that 
purpose.  And  two  days  after,  it  was  reported 
to  the  house,  that  the  Committee  thought  the 
best  way  was  to  represent  the  case,  as  it  stood, 
to  her  maj,  by  the  mouth  of  their  Speakcr. 
Accordinglv,  March  8th,  mr.  Speaker  shewed 
unto  the  House,  "  ITiat  he  and  others  of  this 
house,  who  were  appointed  to  attend  upon  he^ 
niHJ.  had  access  unto  her  highness  yesterday; 
and  that  they  received  from  her  maj.  most 
comfortable  and  gracious  speeches  in  far  better 
sort  and  measure  than  he  was  any  way  able  to 
repeat  or  open  unto  them,  of  her  highnesses 

f;reat  and  inestimable  loving  care  towards  her 
oving  subjects,  yea  more  than  of  her  own 
self,  or  than  any  of  them  have  of  themselves. 
And  as  to  the  parts  of  the  present  bumble 
Petition  of  this  house  unto  her  highness,  in  the 
grievances  by  the  Purveyors  and  in  the  Cooi^ 
of  Exchequer,  it  pleased  her  miy.  to  tell  them. 
That  for  the  one,  to  wit,  the  abuses  of  Purvey- 
ors, her  highness  had  given  orders  unto  tibe 
late  lord  stewaid  to.  address  his  letters  unto  aU 
the  shires  of  this  realm,  for  the  doe  inqairy 
and  certificate  of  the  misdemeanors  of  Purfty- 
orsln  alt  fiic^6^f  for  «<>me  couisee  th^rei^toA  to 
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be  had  for  convenient  redress  in  the  same : 
and  that  before  any  order  could  well  be  taken 
for  accomplishing  that  good  intended  etfect, 
•  the  Spaniards  upon  a  sudden  attempted  t)^ 
invasion  of  this  realm ;  hy  reason  whereof  licr 
maj.  said,  the  said  purpose  wi(s  notperfunncd. 
And  so  shewing  further,  that  her  mi^.  having 
as  much  skill,  will  and  power  to  rule  and 
govern  her  own  household,  as  any  subject,  to 
rule  and  govern,  theirs  without  the  help  or  aid 
of  their  neighbours  \  UT  her  m^^esty  minding 
very  carefully  of  her  own  mere  great  Une 
and  affection  towards  her  subjects  very 
€lK>rtly  to  cause  a  collection  tp  he  made  of 
all  the  laws  already  in  force  touching  Pui^ 
veyors,  and  also  all  the  constitutions  of  her 
highnesses  houshold  in  that  case,  and  tbcre^ 
upon  by  the  advice  of  her  judges  and  her 
learned  council,  to  set  down  such  a  form  and 
plot  for  the  said  redresses,  yea,  and  that  before 
the  end  of  this  present  session,  as  shall  be  as 
good  and  better  for  the  ease  of  the  subjects, 
than  that  which  this  house  had  attempted 
without  her  privity,  and  in  which  they  would 
have  bereaved  her  maj.  of  the  honour,  glory 
and  commendation  of  the  same.  And  touch- 
ing the  Exchequer  she  said,  it  was  her  Cham- 
ber, and  so  more  near  unto  her  than  the  house- 
hold :  and  that  in  tlie  10th  year  of  her  reign, 
her  maj.  had  caused  certain  orders  and  consti- 
tutions to  be  set  down,  for  the  due  and  6t 
course  of  such  things  in  the  said  court,  as  her 
subjects  seem  to  he  grieved  for." — On  which 
these  two  bills  were  dropped,  for  that  time ; 
*?  but,  as  it  seems,  they  were  soon  after  revived, 
^'^'  by  the  Queen's  allowance,  and  passed  into 
laws  this  parliament. 

Debute  on  the  Suppli/J]  It  was  not  till  Feb. 
28th  that  the  bill  for  granting  a  Supply  was 
again  considered ;  and  several  speeches  oeing 
made  for  having  it  speedily  ingrossed,  it  was 
opposed  by  others,  who  argued,  "  That  it  was 
better  to  proceed  with  other  bills,  f^  necessary 
for  the  commonwealth,  which  oiight  i»  he 
treated  on.  mid  expedited  before  the  Subsidy 
bill ;  because  it  was  their  opinions  when  tha't 
bill  was  once  passed  this  house,  tlierc  would 
soon  be  an  end  of  this  sfpssion.  On  which  the 
question  being  put,  it  was  carried  for  the  in- 
grossmcnt  of  the  bill.  After  this,  it  met  with 
no  more  opposition,  but  wns  passed  and  sent 
up  to  the  lords  on  the  11th  of  March. 

The  Pari  dissolvcd,1  March  29th,  a  Mes- 
sage was  brought  from  the  Lords,  that  their 
lordships  desired  the  Lower  House  tp  concur 
with  them  in  opinion,  *'Tliat  since  most  of  all 
those  Treasons,  wtAch  had  been  practised 
against  her  maj.  had  eit)icr  been  plotted  in 
Spain,  or  procured  hv  Spain ;  and  that  all  the 
rebellions,'  cither  in  England  or  Ireland,  during 
her  maj.'s  reign,  had  been  countenanced  from 
thence ;  add,  as  the  upsliot  of  all,  his  late  in- 
tended ambitious  and  blood-thirsty  conquest, 
yet  fresh  in  memory,  might  be  added :  her 
ttkHj.  ouji^ht  to  be  desirca  td  denounce  open 
war  against  the  king  of  Spain,  as  against  a 
iDMt  dange^xnu  enemy  to  her  mi,  ao4  ber 


realms.'*  On  which  Message  it  was  resolved* 
upon  the  auestiott,  "  lliat  this  House  would 
join  withtneir  lordships  in  requesting  her  maj. 
to  denounce  war  as  aforesaid ;  and  that  the 
Speaker  should  deliver  the  same  to  her  on  pre- 
senting the  Supply."  And  that  very  day  her 
maj.  being  come  to  the  Upper  House,  tha 
Speaker  weut  un  with  the  oillf,  and,  in  hit 
speech,  moved  the  queen  to  denounce  open 
war  against  the  Spanish  king,  who  had  so  lately 
threatened  destruction  to  her  mig.  and  these 
realms  by  his  open  and  hostile  inya$ion.  Then 
after  giving  the  royal  assent  to  16  public  and  8 
privat^  acts,  sir  Christ.  Hat^on,  knt.  lord 
chanp;  bj^  the  Queen's  command,  dissolved 
thit^parliament. 
' '  A  new  Pari,  called.]  It  was  not  till  th« 
year  159!^-3,  that  a  new  pari,  was  called; 
when  the  necessities  of  the  state  again  requiring 
a  Supply,  writs  were  issued  for  one  to  meet  at 
Westminster,  oki  the  19th  of  Feb.  At  which 
time  and  place  the  Queen  came  to  the  Houso 
of  Lords,  and  the  Commons  being  called  up. 
The  L.  Keeper^t  Speech  at  opening  the  Session,^ 
Sir  John  Puckering,  knight,  then  lord-keeper, 
declared  the  cause  of  the  summons  to  this 
effect; 

"  He  sliewed,  in  the  6rst  place,  the  anti- 
quity, nature,  and  use  of  parhaments.  Then 
he  set  forth  as  the  prinapal  matter,  (which 
her  maj.  did  desire  to  have  made  known  and 
nmnifcst  to  all  her  loving  subjects)  the  great 
malice  of  the  king  of  Spam,  wnich  he  had  to* 
wards  this  realm*  and  this  he  shewed,  by  sun- 
dry instances ;  as  the  lost  intended  Invasion, 
his  forces  then  addressed  out  of  the  Low-Coun- 
tries for  that  purpose,  to  have  been  conducted 
by  the  duke  or  Parma,  &c.  And  then  he  pro- 
ceeded in  the  rest  of  his  oration,  to  the  purpose 
following :  The  high  and  mighty  ships  that  then 
he  prepared  and  sent  for  that  purpose,  because 
he  found  them  not  fit  for  our  seas  and  such  an 
attempt,  he  is  building  ships  of  a  less  bulk,  after 
another  fashion ;  some  like  French  ships,  some 
like  the  shipping  of  England ;  and  many  hath 
he  gotten  out  of  the  Low-Countries.  *  He  it 
now,  for  the  better  invading  of  England,  nlant- 
ing  him'  in  Britainy,  a  country  of  more  facility 
to  offend  us  than  the  Low-Countries ;  there  he 
hath  fortified  himself  in  the  most  strong  holdf 
of  that  country. — In  Scotland  he  hath,  of  late, 
wroueht  most  of  the  nobility  to  conspire  ocainst 
their  king;  to  ^ve  landing  to  his  forces  there; 
and  to  assist  him  in  his  mtasion  thither.  A 
greater  part  of  the  nobility  in  Scotland  be  com- 
bined in  this  conspiracy,  and  they  have  received 
great  sums  of  money  for  their  service  therein. 
And  to  assure  the  king  of  Spain  of  their  assist* 
ance,  they  have  signed  and  sent  their  promises, 
sealed,  to  the  king. — This  conspiracy  the  kins 
of  Scots  was  hardly  brought  to  believe,  but 
that  her  mjy.  advertised  him  thereof,  havin^^ 
entertained  intelligence  thereof,  as  $he  hath  m 
all  things  done  and  intended  in  those  partV. 
And  that  the  king  might  better  i^dvise  there- 
upon, her  maj.  haw  sent  one  of  her  hoblcmea 
now  iato  Scodand;  and  the  Msg  ^mth  assured 
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her  iBS^  with  all  bis  abiiitj  rkU  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  Spauiard,  whose  purpose  js  on  ihc 
north  ^aru  to  asi»aitlt  u&  Uy  lundy  nod,  on  the 
•outh/ide,  to  iuvadc  us  by  bea;  which  is  the 
most  diingeroub  practice  tJiat  could  be  deviled 
against  iis.  And  now  the  m-ic  of  tlus  entmy 
being:  ^uch,.  his  turces  joined  with  oth<.T  princes, 

!|is  lulheients,  greater;  the  chargi*  of  her  maj. 
or  ikctcncc  61*  her  realm,  both  with  forces  by 
tea,  and  armies  bf  laiid  f»ath  bt  en  such,  tU 
bath  both  spent  the  contribution  oT  her  ^ub- 
jccts^  by  sui)sidie!i,  onrf  what  otherwise  they 
ot}«ced  her  J  aad  also  couiunicd  her  treasure'; 
yea,  causied  her  to  self,  part  ot*  her  hi£*hncss's 
^*otvn.  Aad,  it  is  not  to  be  marvelled  how 
ftll  this  1$  consumed,  but  rather  to  be  thought 
bow  her.  maj.  couid  be  able  to  maintain 
aod  defend  this  her  realm,,  a^nst  a^  many 
icalms  caospired  against  vw.  —  Wherefore, 
^e  her  majesty's  subjects,  must,  with  all 
dutiful .  ccmsideration,  thijiU  >vhat  is  fit  lor 
lis  to  do ;  and,  witli  all  wilUntcne^,  \Tcld  iiaxt 
hi  our  own,  for  the  defence  pFotliers,  nnci  iis- 
f  istance  of  her  maj.  in  such  an  insupportahle 
tharge^  Were  the  csk^isc  between  friend  and 
friendj  how  much  would  we  do  for  the  relief 
of  one  another?  But  the  cause  is  now  be- 
tween our  sovereifii  and  ourselves : .  seeing; 
tlierc  is  so  much  difference  in  the  parties,  bow 
much  more  forward  ought  we  to  be  ?  The  aid 
that  formerly  hath  beei» granted  unto  her  maj. 
in  tliese  like  cases,  is  with  such  slackness  pcr^ 
/ormcd,  as  that  the  3rd  of  what  hath  been 
granted  cometh  not  to  her  maj.  A  proat  shew, 
a  nch  grant,  and  a  long  sum,  sccmcth  to  be 
jnade,  out  it  is  hard  to  be  gotten,  and  the  sum 
not  great  which  is  paid.  Her  maj.  thinketh 
thi»  to  be,  for  that  the  wealthier  sort  of  men 
turn  this  charge  upon  the  weaker,  und  upon 
those  of  worst  ability ;  for  that  one  discharpcth 
liimschi  and  the  other  is  not  able  to  "satisfy 
what  he  is  charged  witlial. — T})ese  things 
should  be  reformed  by  sucli  as  are  conimis- 
fioncrs  in  this  present  service. — Her  ma|cstv 
lartlier  hatli  willed  me  to  signify  unto  you, 
that  tho  calling  of  this  parliamciit  now,  is 
jBOt  for  the  making  of  any  more  new  laws 
and  statutes,  £f»r  there  are  already  a  s»v>l^\cient 
^umber  both  of  ecclesiastical  and  temporal ; 
ind  so  many  there  he,  that  nith^r  than  to 
burthen  the  subjects  with  more,  to  their  griev- 
mice,  it  were  fitting  an  abridgerpeut  were 
made  of  those  there  arc  ahead v, — Wherefore 
It  is  her  maj.'s  pleasure,  that  the  time  be  not 
Spent  therein :  but,  the  principal  cause  of  this 
pari,  is,  that  her  maj.  might  consult  with  her 
ful^ccts  £ur  the  belter  withstanding  of  those 
intended  Invasions,  wliich  arc  now  greater 
^an  were  ever  heretofore  heard  of.  And 
.whereas  heretofore  it  hath  been  used,  that 
many  |iave  delighted  themselves  in  long  ora- 
tionf,  full  of  verbosity  and  of  vain  ostentations, 
more  tl>an  ^d  speaking  tliii^gs  oF  substance; 
the  time  that  is  preciaus  should  not  be  thu^ 
spcut.  The  scions  cannot  be  long,  \}y  reason 
of  the  spiingrtime,  'tis  fit  tlwt  goutlemen 
should  repaht  to^  ^ir  cQ^n^ies ;  th^  Justices 


of  assi/e  aho  to  co  to  their  circuits.  So  the 
good  hours  should  not  be  lost  in  idle  speeches,. 
hut  the  little  timo  we  have  should  be  bcstowcif 
wholly  on  such  budiuesscs  as  are  iveedful  to  be 
c^nsiclered  of."  And  he  then  desired  tliem  to 
elect  a  speaker. 

The  Siitaktry  Spcfcfi.]  Feb.  22.  The  queen 
brini5  Come  tigain  to  the  Upper  House,  tiie 
Common? prcicnied  the  famous  Edward  Coke, 
es^j.  solicitor-general,  as  thnr  .Sj:eaker;  who, 
bemg  placed  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  delivered 
himself  as  f»!h)ws:  *'  Vour  maj. *s  most  loviii* 
subjects,  flie  knights,  citizen,^*,  and  burgesses, 
oftlie  hou-c  of  commons,  have  nominated  me, 
your  crate's  poor  ser\ant  and  subject,  to  be 
their  .Speaker.  Though  their  nomination  hath 
hitherto  proceeded^  that  they  present  me  ta 
speak  before  your  maj. ;  yet  this  their  nomi* 
n  ition  IS,  only  as  yet,  a  nomhiation  and  no 
election,  until  your  maj.  g^i vet h  allowance  and 
approbation.  For,  as  in  the  heavens,  a  star 
is. but  *  opiicum  corpus,'  until  it  have  received 
li^ht  from  the  sun ;  so  standi '  corpus  opacuro,* 
a  mute  body,  until  your  highnesses  bright-shining 
wisdom  hath  looked  upon  mc,  and  allowed  me. 
How  great  a  charge  this  is,  to  be  this  mouth  of 
such  a  body  as  your  whole  Commons  represent, 
to  utter  *vliat  is  spoken,  Gramlia  Regui,  my 
small  experience,  being  a  poor  professor  of 
the  law,  can  tell.  But,  how  unable  I  am  to 
do  this  othce,  my  present  speech  doth  tell» 
that  of  a  number  in  this  house,  I  am  most  im- 
fit.  For,  amongst  them  arc  many  grave, 
riiany  learned,  many  deep  wise  men,  and 
those  of  ripe  judgments :  hut  I  am  untimely 
fruit,  not  yet  ripe,  but  a  hud  scarcely  blos- 
somed. So,  as  I  fear  me,  your  maj.  will  say, 
*  Neglecttl  frugi  eliguntur  folia:*  amongst  so 
many  fair  fruit  ye  have  plucked  a  shaken  leafl 
— If  I  may  be  so  bold  as  to  remember  a  speech 
(\\hich  I  cannot  forgetj  Osed  the  last  pari,  in 
your  maj.'s  own  moutn.  Many  come  hitlier 
'  ad  consulendum  qui  ncsciunt  quid  sit  coosu- 
lendum ;'  a  just  reprehension  to  many  as  to 
myself  also,  an  untmiely  fiiiit,  my  years  and 
judgment  ill  befittmg  the  gravixy  of  this  place. 
But,  howsoever,  1  know  myself  the  meanest, 
and  inferior  unto  all  that  ever  were  before  me 
in  this  place ;  yet,  ir>  faithfulness  of  service, 
and  dutifulness  of  love,  1  think  not  myself  in- 
ferior to  any  that  ever  were  before  me. 
And,  amidst  my  many  imperfections,  yet  this 
is  rm  comfort ;  I  never  knew  any  in  thjs  place, 
but  jf  your  maj.  gave  them  favour,  God,  who 
called  them  to  ihc  plaor,.  gave  thepti  also  iht 
blessii^e  to  discha**ge  it, 

T/ie  Lord  Keeper  sAnsrctr,']  The  Lord  Keeper 
having  received  instructions  from  tliC  queen, 
answered  him:  ",  Mf.  Solicitor,  her  grace's 
most  excellent  maj.  hath  willed  me  to  8ig;niiy 
unto  you,  that  she  hath  ever  well  conceive) 
of  you  since  she  first  heard  of  you,  which  wiO 
appear,  when  her  highness  elected  you  from 
others  to  scr\e  herself.  But,  by  |h^  yout 
modest,  wise,  and  welI-compos<{d  speech,  yo% 
give  her  ma) .  further  occasion  to  conceive  dS 
you,  sibove  thau  whicL  everlbhie  thouj^lit^  yfm  a 
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you;  hj  endeavouring  to  deject  nnd  abase 
yoursek  and  jour  desert,  you  have  discovered 
nud  made  known  your  worthiness  and  sulf- 
cieiicy  to  disclmrgc  the  place  you, are  called  to. 
And,  whereas  you  account  yourself  *  corpus 
opacmn,^  her  maj.  by  the  influence  ot*  her 
virtue  and  wisdom,  doth  enlighten  you;  and 
not  only  alloweth  and  approvcth  yoti,  but 
uuich  thanketh  the  lower  lAuse,  and  com- 
meudeth  their  discretion  in  making  so  good  a 
choice,  and  electing  so  ht  a  nmn.  Whercibrc 
now,  nir.  Speaker,  proceed  in  your  oltice,  and 
.£o  ibr^'ard|  to  yoiu*  commendation,  as  you 
Lave  bcgun.''^ 

The  Speaker's  Itep^y,]  The  lord  keeper's 
.speech  being  ended,  tlie  speaker  began  a  new 
spcsech :  "  Conijidcring  thu  great  and  wonder- 
lul  blessings,  besides  the  long  peace  we  have 
enjoyed  uuder  your  grace's  most  happy  and 
\ictorious  reign,  and  >rem<  nibering  w  ith*  what 
wisdom  and  justice  your  gi-ace  hath  reigned 
over  us,  we  have  cause  daily  to  praise  God 
ithat  ever  you  were  given  us;  and  the  haza:d 
that  your  maj.  hath  adventured,  and  the 
charge  that  you  have  borne  for  us  and  our 
safety,  Ought  to  make  us  ready  to  lay  down 
ourselves  and  all  our  livmg,  at  your  feet,  to 
do  you  service. — After  this  he  related  the 
^reat  attempts  of  her  maj/s  enemies  aa^ain^c 
.us,  especially  the'Pope,  and  tlie  kin*  oFJ^pain, 
who  idhercd  unto  him.  How  wonclerfully  we 
we  were  delivered  in  88,  and  what  a  favour 
God  therciu  mauifest  unto  her  mnji  His 
speech,  after  this,  tended  wholly  to  shew,  <jut 
of  the  history  of  England  and  tlie  old  i>tate, 
how  the  kings  of  England,  ever  since  Hen.  HI.'s 


if  any  speech  shall  fall  from  me,  >.or  <behavioiir 
found  in  me,  not  decent  and  tit,  -it  may  not 
be  hnputed  blame  upon  the  liouse,  but  laid 
upon  me,  and  pardoned  in  roe.*' 

T/ie  toi-d  Kttpei^n  further  Amxctr.^  To  this 
speech,  the  lAn-d  Keeper^  hft\*ing  received  new 
instrtJCttOM  from  the  queen,  made  his  reply. . 
"  In  which  he  'fir»>t  cmnmended  the  Speaker 
greatly  fot'  if;  and  Ihcu  he  added  some  ex- 
amples of  history  for  the  king's  supremacy  in 
Hen.  JI.  und  other -kings  before  the  conquest. 
As  to  the  deliverance  we  received  from  our 
enemies,  and  i^he  poac^  wo  enjoved,  the  queen 
would  have  the  praise  of  all  those  attributed 
to  <rod  only.  And,  toufthing  the  commenda- 
tions given  to  hei-self,  she  said,  *  M^ll<^igiic 
we  h^ve  a  wi?ef- prince,  but  never  should  ttmy 
have  one  that  more "  regarded  them,  and  m 
justice  ^-ould  carry  an  evener  stroke,  without 
exception  of  pehons;  such  a  prince  she  wished 
they  might  always  have.*  To  your  3  demand*' 
•he  Queen  answereth;  Liberty  of  Speech  is 
granted  you;  but  how  for  this  is  to  be  thought 
on,  there  be  two  things'  of  most  necessity, 
and  those  two  do  most  harm,  which  are  wit 
and  speech :  the  one  exercised  in  inveutiop,^ 
and  the  other  in  tittering  things  m vented. 
PriWlege  of  speech  is  granted,  but  you  must 
know  wha^  privilege  you  have ;  not  to  spenk 
every  one  what  he  listeth,  or  what  cometh  m 
his  brain  tO  utter  that ;  but  your  privilege  is, 
iiyc  or  no.  Wherefore,  mr.  Speaker,  her  ma}/s 
pleasure  is,  That  if  you  perceive  any  idle 
heads,  which  will  not  stick  to  hazard  their 
own  estates;  which  will -meddle  with  ffform- 
in%  the  Church,  and  transfoi-ming  the  Common- 


time,  have  maintained  themselves  to  be  the  .wealth;  and  do  exhibit  any  bills  to  such  pur- 


supreme  head  over  all  causes  within  their  own 
dominions.  And  then  rccitlpg  the  laws  that 
every  one  made  in  his  time,  for  maintaining 
their  own  supremacy,  and  exclwling  the  Pope, 
.he  drew  down  this  proof  bv  a  stuiutc  of  every 
king  since  ^en.  HI.  to  Edw.  VT.  This  ended, 
be  came  to  speak  of  laws,  thnt  they  were  so 
jntjat,  and  so  many  already,  that  they  were 
ht  to  be  termed  *  elepbantinu?  leges.'  Thcre- 
•,foDe  to  make  more  iav.ji  it  mii^ht  seem  supcr- 
•^uous.  And  to  him  that  migiit  ask,  <  Quid 
causa  ut  crcscant  tot  magna  volumina  legis?' 
Jt  may  be  answered,  *  In  promptu  causa  eft, 
.crescit  in  orbe  malum.*  Tlie  ranlice  of  our 
arcl»>cnemy,  the  devil,  though  it  were  always 
great,  yet  never  greater  than  now ;  and  that 
*  dolus  et  malum'  being  crept  in  so  fur  amongst 
men,  it  was  requisite  that '  sliarp  ordinaucesi  [' ' 


should  be  provided  to  prevent-  them,  and  all 
care  he  used  for  Jier  maj/s  preservation.  Now 
.am  I  to  make  u»to  your  «pj. '  5  Petitions,  in 
the  name ©f  the  Commons;  1st,  That  Liberty 


pose,  tliat  vou  receive  them  not,  until  they  be 
viewed  and  considered  by  those,  who  it  is 
fitter  should  consider  of  such  things,  and  eiui 
better  judge  of  tliem.  To  your  Persons  411 
privileges  is  granted,  with  tins  caveat,  that 
under  colour  of  this  privilege,  no  man's  iil- 
doing%  or  not  performing  of  duties,  be  covered 
and  protected.  The  fast;  Free  Access  is 
granted  to  her  maj.'s  person,  so  that  it  he 
upon  urgent  and  weighty  -causes,  nnd  at  times 
convenient;  and  when  her  mai.  .may  be  at 
leisure  from  other  important  causes  of  the 
realm'.''   ^ 

lull  cgaimt  'Bopish  'Recv$ftvis,]  The  fittt 
bill  we  find  brought  into  the  Ijoms,  of  aay 
note,  was  for  the  restraining  of  Popish  itecu- 
saiits  to  some  certain  plaoes  of  abode.  The 
bill  was  first  introduced,  -nnder  a  ditferent 
title,  viz.  *  An  net  for  the  restraining-  add' 
punishing .  of  vagrant  arid  seditious  Persoii|; 
wlio,  luJder.the  feigned  Pjx^ence  o#  Conscience 
and  Rcligjon,  cor'rupt  aiM  seduce  the'^ueefifs 


of  Speech,   and,rreedora   fr^m  arrests,    at- [  ?ujbjects.     Under  tfie  first  title  it  |>as$«d  iolo 
conhog  to  th^  aucient  custom  of  pall,  be    alaw  jtn'd  was,-npdottbt,''tklc«lawd^tor  h4(p 
[granted  to  your,  subjects;  2d,  Tliat  we  may  ;  up  fcai*a  Agrflhst  popery ;;  for* no  pari,  ati  tibs 
ve  acoess  uato  yo^r  coyal,  person,  to  present    reign  passed  whnout  an  ^cttoAat  |»<i«pode^* 


.|hose  things  that  $hall  be  considered  amongst 
*»;  lastly.  That  youf  maj.  will  give  your  royal 
assent  to  the  thingp  that  are  agreed  ^pon. 
Aiitly  for  myself^  riiumbly  besec^  your  maj. 


Bjr  this  act  thdy^were  confinM  wftMn  ?  f  'miles' 
of  tb^'ir  respective  dwcJlinw,  oa  :'f#feitH>ej4>f 
idl  their  gqods,  cliattcls,  and  landsyTfturiag  life. 
Bebatcbntkc  BHl  against' Bttnitm^:}  'JLt 
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«QOther  religjouB  sect^  called  Puritann,  they 
bad  mucUooctskm  at  this  tipoe  to  guard  ii^aiiist. 
The  legislature  took  particular  notice  oithciie, 
also,  ill  revivmg  a  former  act  '  for  keeping  the 
Qneen's  M^csty't  Subjects  in  their  due  Obe- 
dience.*   In  the  preamble  to  this  act,  it  is  de- 
clared to  be  made  for  tlie  *  preventing  and  avoid- 
ing iii  such  great  inconveniences  and  perils,  as 
might  happen  and  grow  by  the  wicked  and 
dangerous  practices  of  seditious  sectaries,  and 
di«>loyi|l  persons.*    The  act  itself  ran,  "  That 
if  any  |>crson,  above  th«  age  of  1^,  shall  refuse 
to  repair  to  some  Church,  or  £)rbear  to  do  the 
same  tor  the  space  of  a  month,  he  slwll  be 
conimitted  to  prison  tliere  to  remain,  without 
bail  or  main-prue,  till  they  shall  conform ;  and 
make  such  open  submission  ami  declaration  of 
.their  conformity  as  the  act  appoints.^    The 
oftcnders  against  this  statute,  wbo  refused  to 
-uiake  this  submission,    were    to  abjmie  the 
realm,  and  not  to  return  witliout  hermaj/s 
licence,  under  thepenalty  of  suffering  as  felotia 
without  benefit  of  clerg\'. — Feb.  S8th,  the  bill 
was  read  a  t^nd  time,    it  was  levelled,  at  first, 
only  against  the  Papists;  but,  af^er  some  ar- 
guments, amongst  which,  one  member  asked, 
>^'hether  thot>c  that  came  not  to  church,  by 
reason  of  the  mislike  they  had  to  churcl)-govt. 
.  were  to  be  in  the  same  case  with  a  Popish  Re- 
cusant ?  The  matter  was  committed  for  further 
consideration.    March  IStb  the  said  Commit- 
tee brought  in  the  bill  as  before ;  and  also  a 
new  one  framed,  on  a  more  moderate  system, 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  the  old  one 
dropped.    The  next  day  it  was  read  again, 
aha  then  occasioned  a  farther  debate;   mr. 
Sandys  thought  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  as  it 
was  first  meant,  ajgainst  all  lUcusants,  and  not 
restrained  to  Popish  Recusimts  only ;  and  that, 
under  this  bill,  all  Brownists,  Barrowists,  £cc. 
ought  to  be  included.    Anodier  member  was 
iot  the  restriction  to  Papists  alone ;  and  the 
Speaker  said,  That  as  the  title  of  the  bill,  and 
the  preamble,  ran  only  against  such  as  are  ene- 
mies to  the  state,  and  adherents  to  the  Pope, 
other  Recusants  than  popish  could  not  be 
comprised  in  it ;  since  another  bill  lulght  be 
framed  against  those  persons,  and  these  not 
included  in  it.    Mr.  Dalton  ar^ed,  that  the 
sectaries  ought  to  be  comprised  m  this  bill,  as 
well  as  Papists;  that  the  preamble  mi^ht  be 
altered,  and  be  to  repress  all  disloyal  su^ects, 
and  force  them  to  a  more  due  obedience :  or 
it  might  be  wholly  left  out,  and  go  directly  to 
the  act  itself;  for  he  cited  several  bilb  over- 
thrown by  too  many  superfluous  words  in  the 
.  preamble.  Dr.  Lewin  spoke  antinst  the  Brown- 
ists and  Barrowists ;  and  conduded,  that  they 
ought  to  be  provided  against  as  well  as  Papists : 
but  whether  in  this  or  another  bill,  he  left  it  to 
ibe  wisdom  of  the  house.    After  which,  the 
.  iaid  bili  was  re-committed,  and  a  new  bill 
Iramtd  against   disloyal  subjects,  &c.    both 
,  ivhicb  pamd  the  house,  without  any  more  re* 
.  uunJtme  opposition. 

T%i  Lords  wake  a  ConirUmtion  for  the  2{e- 
l^^nmmed  Soldkrt,  ^-c]    The  Lords  Jour- 


nals  tell  us,  that  March  IStfa,  this  session,  on  • 
motion  of  the  bp.  of  Worcester ;  the  Lords 
condescended  to  a  Contribution,  for  the  relief 
of  such  poor  Soldiers  as  went  begging  about 
the  streets  of  London,  afler  this  rate :  that 
every  earl  should  give  40s.  every  bp.  305,  every 
baron  20s.  and  appointed  the  said  bp.  of  Wor- 
cester and  the  loni  Norris  collectors ;  and  the 
earl  of  Essex j^d  the  lord  Willoughlnr,  distri- 
butors thereofl^  These  last  lords  had  been  ge- 
nerals abroad,  and  therefore  proper  persons  to 
disburse  this  chanty.    But  the  matter  did  doc 
rest  here ;  for,  on  the  9th  of  April,  another 
entry  is  made,  that,  *^  whereas  the  Lords  of 
pari,  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  assembled 
m  the  pari,  chamber,  at  Westminster,  have  ait, 
with  uuitbrm  consent,  in  their  own  names,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Lords  absent,  ordered.  That 
there  should  be  a  charitable  Relief  and  Contri- 
bution made  towards  tlie  aid  and  help  of  m 
number  of  Soldiers,  that  are  seen,  in  the  time 
of  this  pari,  maimed  and  sore  hurt,  in  the  wart 
of  France,  the  Low-Countries,  and  over  the 
sens  for  the  service  of  the  queen's  maj.  and 
tliis  realm.  And  for  that  purpose  have  allotted, 
that  every  abp.  marquis,  earl,  and  viscounty 
should  pay  towards  this  contribution  the  suns 
of  40s.  every  bp.  SOs.  and  every  baron  90s. 
for  collecting  whereof  there  hath  l>een  appoint* 
ed  the  queen's  miy.'s  aimer,  the  bp.  ot  Wor- 
cester, for  the  bps.  and  the  lord  Norris  for  the 
lords  temporal,  which  hath  been  diligently  done 
and  rttccivcd  of  all  those  lords  who  have  attended 
their  great  chanre  in  pari.  And,  considering  the 
number  of  the  soldiers  being  many  to  be  relieved, 
notwithstanding  the  knights,  citizens  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  k)wer  house,  have  yielded  very 
good  and  large  contribution,  according  to  their 
degrees ;  yet,  for  the  better  relief  of  the  said 
maimed  Sioldiers,  it  is  by  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  that' have  given  their  charge- 
able attendance,  and  also  charitably  and  ho- 
nourably yielded  to  this  contribution,  thought 
meet,  and  so  it  is  ordered  andl  decreed  dy 
them,  with  common  and  full  assent ;  That  all 
the  lords  of  pari,  who  have  been  altogether 
absent  in  this  session,  and  that  shall  not  hare 
contributed  to  this  charity  before  the  end  of 
this  session,  shall  be  required,  by  letters  seat 
to  them,  by  the  lords  their  proxies  in  their  ab- 
sence, or  from  the  lord  keeper  of  the  great 
seal,  requiring  and  charging  them,  to  make 
payment,  according  to  their  degrees  and  voca- 
tion, the  double  of  the  sums  of  money  paid  by 
the  lords  that  have  been  here  present  and  con- 
tinued their  attendance ;  that  is  to  say,  every 
absent  earl,  with  the  abp.  of  York,  4  pounds; 
every  absent  bp.  31.  and  every  baron  40s. 
likewise,  such  lords  as  have  attended  some- 
times, though  seldom,  shall,  according  to  theh 
degrees  pay  a  Uiird  part  more  than  the  lorda 
diat  are  constant  here.    All  such  sums  of  mo- 
ney sliall  be  delivered  to  the  lord  keeper,  and 
afterwards  distributed,  by  such  lords  as  are 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  to  the  maimed  Sol- 
diers that  stand  the  most  in  need  theseof. 
And,  as  the  Commons,  in  this  present  paii. 
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hmre  rated  their  absent  members  double,  so 
we  think  this  order,  very  just;  considering  the 
•bsent  lords  and  others  who  have  been  at  no 
charge .  to  come  up  and  give  their  attendance, 
may,  verr  rcasonabljr,  and  with  great  saving 
of  their  charge,  contribute  to  this  order.  And, 
•if  anj  lord,  spiritual  or  temporal,  shall  refuse 
€>r  forbear  to  do  this,  (which  it  is  hoped  in  ho- 
nour none  will  do)'  there  shall  be  ordinary 
means  used  to  levy  the  saroe,^ — But  this  was 
HOC  all ;  foV  this  pan.  resolvtd  to  make  the  rest 
of  the  kingdom  contribute  to  the  same,  by 
brio^ng  in  a  bill  for  the  Relief  of  Soldiers  and 
Manners;  by  which  act  every  parish  was 
charged  with  a  sum,  weekly,  for  the  relief  of 
sick,  hurt  and  maimed  soldiers  and  seamen. 
"Which  act  is  the  first  of  its  kind  for  this  cha- 
xitable  and  ziecessary  purpose. 

Lord  Bw^leigkU  Speech  for  a  Supply,']  Mr. 
Strype,  the  annalist,  has  restored  to  ns  a 
Speech  of  the  lord  treiwurer  Burleigh,  made  in 
the  boose  of  lords  during  this  session,  but  on 
what  day  is  liot  mentioned.  It  was  most  pro- 
bably delivered  bclbre  the  Subsidy  bill  came, 
up  n-om  the  Commons^  in  order  to  acquaint 
tibe  Lords  with  the  State  of  the  Nation  at  this 
time,  and  to  prepare  them  for  furthering  the 
SoppljT.  Our  author  says  he  copied  it  m>m  a 
M.S.  in  the  lord  treasuier's  own  hand-writing. 
^The  Speech,  together  with  the  Schedule  of  the 
Queen's  Extraordinary  Charges  on  account  of 
the  War  annexed  to  it,  are  as  follow : — 

**  To  make  a  declaration  of  the  first  cause, , 
and  orinnal  beginning,  whereby  her  maj.  was 
provoked  to  arm  her  realms  with  forces,  were 
a  labour  lost  in  this  place :  where  in  former 
times  the  same  hath  been  often  declared ;  and 
wherein  a  great  number  of  the  nobility  here 
present  have  heard  many  circumstances  there- 
of,  at  the  proceedings  with  the  late  queen  of 
Soots.  For  whom,  and  by  whom,  the  quarrels 
were  first  made  against  the  queen's  maj.'s  per- 
son, against  the  religion  and  quietness  of  the 
realm.— And  thcrefofe,  leaving  the  repetition 
of  that  cause^'by  which  her  roaj.  was  cletained 
in  a  kind  of  war,  to  withstand  both  the  kin^s 
of  France  and  Spain,  who  intermeddled  m 
the  case  of  the  Queen  of  Scots  against  her 
maj.;  yet  there  hath  followed  continually 
such  a  deadly  malice  from  the  king  of  Spain, 
the  bp,  of  Rome,  and  their  confederates,  as 
unto  this  day,  wherein  no  intermission  hath 
been  of  attempts  against  her  maj.  and  the 
realm ;  althougn  at  some  time  more  vehement 
than  at  some  others;  as  appeared  in  the  year 
88,  by  his  open  armies  both  by  sea  and  land ; 
being  of  mater  force  than  ever  was  known  to 
be  made  by  his  father  the  emperor  Charle|$,  or 
by  hhnself,  or  by  any  Christmn  prince  within 
the  mciiioi7  of  man. — ^But  minding  to  overpass 
all  the  attempts  afore  that  huge  enterprtze^ 
that  was  frustrate  by  God's  medal  goodness 
b^inmd  the  expectation  of  the  wond:  and 
considering  there  hath  been  no  assembly  of 
pari,  since  that  time,  wliercin  her  maj.  might 
publicly  declare  to  the  states  of  her  i^wm  the 
eontinnanee  of  th»  fofdrtf  auimpti^  but  the 

Vex..!, 


increa^  of  more  dangers  than  were  seen  in 
any  time  befiire.  Therefore,  as  Was  delivered 
by  the  Lord-keeper,  her  maj.  hath  summarily 
imparted  the  same  to  this  assembly,  referring 
the  consideration  thereof  to-  the  wiiole  three 
estates,  whereof  two  are  in  this  place;  how 
the  same  danger'  may  be  withstood,  and  by 
what  provision  her  majesty  and  realm  may  be 
preserved  in  domestic  peace,  as  yet  it  is,  ail 
in  a  centre  of  happiness,  where  the  circum^ 
ference  is  in  open  calamity.-^And,  because  it 
i^  all  our  parts  and  duties,  first  to  God,  and 
to  our  sovereign  head,  and  our  native  coun- 
try, to  apply  all  our  endeavour,  being  every 
-one  of  us  called  to  this  place,  by  special  com- 
mandment,  in  express  words,  upon  conside- 
ration of  the  hardness  of  the  business,  and  the 
perils  imminent,  to  treat  with  her  maj.  and 
with  the  prelates  and  creat  men  of  the  realm, 
and  to  give  oQr  counseU,  so  as  it  is  convenient 
for  us  lUl:  first  to  consider  the  perils,  and  then 
to  give  counsel.  Therefore,  in  ^lischai^^ing  of 
my  duty,  with  your  patience  in  suffering  an 
old  man,  beside  his  years,  decayed  in  hb  mi' 
ritk  with  sickness,  to  declare  some  part  of  m 
^  knowledge  of  the  dangers  and  perils  immi- 
nent. But  for  advice*  and  counsel  how  to 
withstand  the  same,  I  shall  be  constrained, 
for  lack  of  sufficient  understanding  tn  m  groat 
cause,  to  require  some  further  conference  witb 
your  lordships,  or  with  m  many  as  shall  ap-* 
pear  more  able  than  I  am,  to  ^ve  some  good 
entry  thereto.  As  to  the  Dangers,  that  thejr 
be  great  and  imminent,  that  diey  have  both 
latuy  grown  i^nd  likely  to  increase,  these  be 
manifint  alignments.  First,  the  kin£  of  Spain^ 
since  he  h^  usurped  upon  the  kingdom  of 
Porbigaly  he  hath  thereby  grown  ns^ghty  by 
gaining  Uie  East  Indies.  So  as  how  sreat  so* 
ever  he  was  before,  he  is  now  tliereby  more 
manifestly  great.  But  fi^r  increase  hereof  to 
be  greater,  yea,  srcater  than  anyChristiaa 
prince  hatli  been,  he  hath  lately  jpined  with 
ms  intended  purpose  newly  to  invade  thk 
realm,  with  more  might  than  before  he  did  tha  ' 
invasion  of  France,  by  simdry  ways.  Not  at 
in  former  times,  when  the  emperor  Charles 
and  the  French  kings,'  the  great  Francis  and 
the  warlike  Henry,  made  former  wars  fipf 
towns  their  greatest  wars.  Yea,  when  tMl 
present  king  of  Spain  had  his  ^reat  ana/ 
against  Henry  of  France.  For  in  tl)l»se  wart 
none  of  them  intended  to  do  any  thin{{  mote 
but  to  be  revenged  of  supposea  injuries,  bf 
burning  or  winnin^i  of  some  frontier  towns  hy 
besieging.  And  after  such  revenges,  mutual!/ 
had  to  the  aatisfaction  of  their  appetites, 
wherein  neither  party  bad  any  special  advan^ 
tage,  they  fell  to  truces,  and  in  the  end  with 
knpts  sometimes  of  iatenuarriagcs.  And  bjT 
thm  kind  of  wars  none  of  them  did  increase 
in  greatness,  to  be  dangerous  to  their  enemies 
And  in  these  kind  of  wars  our  kings  of  En^ 
land  had  their  interest,  for  the  most  part,  to 
the  expenceof  men  and  n^oney ;  and  never  to 
the  loss  of  any  small  portion  of  any  grooiid  iir - 
England  and  Wales,  ttor  otherwiMj  but  by 
3iw 
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irieMi^g  to  the  kin^  ivf  Spfl(in,  by  toeant  of  the 
;  iimprmge  of  qu'ecti  Mary^  to  make  war  wi^th 
If'ttincc'^tbe  rcaka  lost  tbat.Doble  toivn  and 
)>ort  of  Calais^  with  frelit  seisms  nnd  tei^ 
riiories  thereunto  4)elongm|;i-  J^ut  now  the 
1tase  is  altered.  The  kin^  of  Spfain  maketh 
4ho«e  'his  mkhty  wars,  •  by  means  only  of  his 
Indies;  not  purposely  u>  burn  a  t&wn  in  France 
t>r  En<rlandt  but  to  conquer  adl  France,  Eng- 
land, and  Ireland.    And  for  proof  hereof  c  1st, 

.  ^f^  France^  he  hath  invaded  Britain,  taken 
fhefbh^builde>d  liis  foittesscs,  carried  in  his 
Vmy,  wiJgcd  «k  navy  in  Britain,  received  into 
'^^gt^s^n  goeatnyfnherof  his  «&hj^ct4,  as  re« 
i>elV  te-Fftinee.  And  there  he  kcepeth  a  navy 

.  'at-nied,  to  impede  all  trade  'from  finp^and  to 
•Ofccofgn  and  ^uienne ;  which  he  attempted 
•to  He^thk  lasl^vintiaige^  And  so  ha  had  had 
•his  purpose,  if  to  the  great  charges  of  the  nic»-, 
,»ehmibi-  cifi^l  by  -ceunteiiance  of  hoar  'maj.ls 
'ffavy^ >ent  to  the  coast  of  Britain,  the  shipping 
^-of  EqrdVnnd  had  not  been  mnch  stronger  than 
'lits.     Besides  this,  l»s^  possessing  a  great  part 

.  '«f  Brit!ain  cowaf'ds>  Spain,  he  hath  at  his  com- 
mandment all  the  best  ports  of  Britain  to- 
wards England.  So  as  4iow  he  is  become  as. 
ift  fh>htierenemy-to  all  the  vrest  of  England. 
'And  by  His  comniatidment,  and  hia. waged 
'trobps  in  Newhaven^  he  bath  enlarged  his' 

'  *  frontiers  tiow  agiiiifst  all  the  iw)ath  parts  of] 
'England,  as  Sussex,  Hampshire,  Isle  of  Wight., 
.  ,Ye-<i,  by  means  of  ItSs  interest  in  st.  Malo^s, 
%  port.nillof  slirppmg  for  the  War,  he  its  a  dah« 
^gcftrns  neighbour  to  the  quecm's  i^les  of  JerMy, 
./and  Guenvse^t  ancient-  posseamons  of  this 
crowiTj  niid  never  coniquercd  in  the  greatest 
Viifs  >*ith  Frarjcf  .--Of  this  matter  of  Britain, 
*tt  ms^n  Tnl^bt  *^tilwrg^*',  the  danger  so  great  to 


*Aur  ^'  FAi|^l«nrl  t^  ispHre  no  cost  to  wiSistand  it^ 

**Aiid  herc*i(K  he  if*  iM)t  contented  to  seek  this 

.  .^ukf^dWj  biiT  h^  lie^tines  all  his  forces  tocon-» 

*^t^r  ihr  kitijidfHii  of  France,  the   principal 

flm^om  trf  (^hnstcndom.    And,  to  atrhictq 

-Flf&  Hitcrprii^ej  be  litttk,  these  two'  years-day 

^and  morv,  cf^rruptpd,  witbgreat  *ums  of  mo4 

'^iii^y  11  fid  Urrttff  pet^^ions,  certain  factious  no- 

•^'*.fetr:riieti,  n^t  fvf  th',  blood  of  FraiiCe^  nor  the 

•jrent  otTicert  ofthe*'rown;  andby  tlirniy  anq 

-^■nitli  ihi?5e  reWis^ttini  hv  waging  of  his  soldiets 

tfe  Slime  of  the  prtjicipal  towna  of  Fiwice,  as 

•  ^^]Piiirtfi,   Roan,    (Wnms,'  LyoM^   Tolozc,   and 

'  others,  he  hafh  procured  ti  rebellion  against 

V  th<rking,  against  all  the  princes  iof  tho  lilooil| 

-  *1i(^ainst  all  the  great  omcers  of  the  crown ^ 

*'But  tindrng  these  rehels  not  strowi;  enough  bf 

.  ^tb^msclves, '  notwithstanding   Chey    are    well 

*^'^gcd  by  him  td  withstand  Che 'king,,  he  hatli^ 

^WhtS^  great  thifrgea,  levied  and  acnt  into 

.•.>fc-ancd,*et^cn  to  Pi^ris  and  lUmi,  armies  cal^ 

-J  )«ied  dl"  Wallooiia,  Lorainers,  ItaKa»s,  Spu- 

i.:  ttrttfdsv  Alraainsi  and   SwiHetis*    Wherewith 

l:^  )kb  hath  -ewice  entered  into'  Frattoe ;  though 

v^G^  gaf«'hh^'?ie.gc^,«i|6eeM,4>at  ^^at  I<^ 

and  reproach.    B^et  these  fore^.  anhies^ 


sent  from  the  Low  Gountries^  he  hath  cam^ 
his  son*in-law,  the  duke  of  Savoy^  tq  iuvaii* 
f  ranee,  by. Provence  and  poiphit^'^.iC^d  ^Uie 
duke  of  Lorain  by  Burgundy  upd  Cbampa^Oy 
aud  to.  environ  France*  Further^  lie  hsah 
sent  armies  by  sea,  out  pf  S]aain,^  tp  ia¥;|d« 
Languedoc.  And.  even  now  at  this  pr^seal, 
all  these  foreign  forces  are  newly  naai^e  reiMly 
to  enter  into  alj  part«  of  France,  made  by  a 
cnkKirable  assembly  of  tlie  rebels  in  Pari^  *  u> 
represent  the  three  estates;  yet  withouc  a 
king  or  a  head.  He  in^endeth  %o  he  a  kii^  of 
tbatreaJm,  or  to  m&ke.  his  daugCter  lim 
queeti,.and  to  appoint  her  a  husband,  to  be  Via 
his  vassal,  lie  U^xh  aUq  the  Pope  so  afjdii^teii 
to  him,  as  ho  thut  uever  was  wont  to  beo^  Ut 
any  parts  but  only  Italy,  by  bulls  ivijth  ie^ 
and  parchment,  did  now  )cvy  and  ^nd  ao 
army  into  Frnuce. .  And  though  he  culoureHi 
it  wuh  matter  oif  defence  of  Catholic  reli^oa, 
yet  both  he  and  the  king  of  Spain  make  jiifur 
against  all  the  priucei^  oi  th^  bloodv^fipd  I^ffi- 
cers  of  tlie  realm*  bein^  ^oui^d  Catltbli^cs. 
And  SQ  they  have,  by  their  amhas^^pSy  \»V^ 
advertised  th^  Pope;  as  b^  the  cafdulal 
Gundy,  and  marq.  Pysany,  ancient  C9^nseU6t» 
of  France^  and  CatholicSt  So  as  the  preteiide 
of  the  Pope,  and  the  king  of  Spa&iiy  in  ^t 
■point,  are  merely  . France.  Thpse  are  the 
dfOigers  in  France,  a^vd  must  pf  consequeitoa 
draw  England  into  like  peril r  without  God's 
8|)ecia]  gPodn^ss,  and  the  sjK^fidy  support  to 
be  given  to  her  raaj.  fpr  prev^it^n  thereof. — 
Now^  to  manifest  the  king  of  Suaiii's  attempt 
to  invade  England,  wh^r^f  I  M^uk  ng  good 
Englishman  so  want  of  fofeUi^.tp  think  other* 
wise,  yet  I  will  remember  to  you  divers  maiu- 
iest  argmnents  therepf;  and  aflerwards,  to 
supply  the  want  of  any  man's  ieeling  only  by 
arguments  or  tokens,  X  wil]  declare  to  you,  the 
very  truth  of  his  detevuiination,  by  manifest 
proofs.  So  as  none  ought  to  think,  because 
ne  was  disappointed  of.  his  intention  fur  the 
conquest  ^fEnglattd  by' his  huge  nvkvy^  therp- 
fpro  he  will  put  that  disgrace  up,  and  leave 
off  with  that  loss*.  Bi^t  it  is  certain  he  hath, 
the  twQ  last  yeArs,  builded  a  great  uumbor  of 
ships  of  war,  as  hear  •  aa  he  can  to  the  inold 
ano  quality  of  tl)e  English -navy;  fmdingy  hj 
experience,  his  monstrous,  great  sliips  nut  ift 
fof  6ur  narrow  seas.  He  hath-  lately  armed  a 
number  of  gallies  on.^tlie  coast  of  Britain, 
whieh  he  ioteadeth  to  send ,  thif  bummer  to 
Newhaven,  He  bath  abo,  these. tt^  y^us- 
day,  both  .bought  and  .buik  great  ships  in 
Ei^and.  He « hath,  both  from  (di^^e'aad 
by  corrupckm  of  our  faint  and  Cov^toy^'^neigh- 
^ors  in  Holland,  recovered,  witli  ,sUv?C  hooks, 
both  marisiers,  sbips/'cordage,'  ami,  n^l  provi- 
wms.  These  being  now  on  .the  ppipt.jof  rea- 
diness to'  serve  on  the  seaai,  a  good  firgument 
may  lie  made,  That  this  jnavy  jgtmst  bp  ^r 
'England.  For  now  that  ho.  l>ath  ^  ^e  man* 
time  .const  of  Britain,^  and  tlmt  lie.  hath,  ia 
Normandy,. Newhaven,  there  is  nO  ^^^  hf 
iea  te  ^ter  into  any.  pact,  of  JFraooe  ^(fjik  t^ 
navy.^iiow  he  and  the  Pope  ply  themJehct 
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'  ••        -     -  .   •  ^'^-    --      •;.  >.'      .....1.?,   .  [£1t; 

tj^^m  ft  nartjiQ  England  to  be  ready  to  se-    '  *  '   "  * 

fgpjj  Lis  luvasipii,  I'am  sorrx  and  loth  to  re- 
l^jc;*and  how  far  they  have  prevaiied  hcreirt 


fjjljpajn  :io  great. a  multitude  of  vuTj^ai*  pebp!c; 
y;p8i,  of  j»oiu€  that  ar^  of  wealth  and  counte-^ 
nai^je^  t^  adhere  to  tliese  jrtvaders  at  their 
«jitry^  with  vi\ih  hopes  tq  attain  the  placok,  ho^ 
Uoijr^  aj»d  livclilioods  of  sucU  SU  ^re  now 
lyjyiwj^  tiue  natural  Englishmen,  "and  good 
sheets,— -BvL  to  $uch  ^  these  arguments 
^l^not  Jiuljgre  to  be  jjersuailed,  that  thii  ih? 
tgutiqn  of  th©  king  of  SpAlji'  to  inttid'e  this 
Kialm  h  cert^^in;  *this  that '  f9lloweth  '  shall 
(jtU)' satisfy  an)r  ii\^n,  yea,  any  man  that  useth 
Ip'jbelitive  nothing  until  he  shiill  Sec  it.  I'hcre 
»e  tjiken  in  Scotland  nnd  imprisoned,  certaiA 
Ipiijt  cainc  first  out  of  Spain,  near  afoi*^  Christ-^ 
xnos/fcorii  the  tin^;;  >vho  bcfori  had  been  sent 
pi^K  ofSf otiand  to  the  king  of  Spain.  These 
mesgiiigers  brought  assurunce  to  certain  no^' 
piemen,  of  the  greatest  calling  in  ""Scotland, 
Vi^i  if*  ihcy  would  send  tlicfr  bonds, '  iinder 
dxeir  hands  and  seal^,  to  serve  the  kii%  of 
Spain,  f^r  the  Invasion  of  Engliind,  by  land, 
pcit  summer,  the  kmg  would  send  an^^My  of 
ihyOOii  10  the  west  of  Scotland^  itnd  ivrntld 
give  the  i^oyiemen  wages  "for  10,000  Scots,  to 
bg  jomed  with  30,000  6f  b^  to  invade  £ng, 
)jm4i  apd  would  keep  ^000  of  his'iii  *ir '^Hiuidi 
to  aid  thei^  to  overrule  the  king  of  Scots,  jinB 
to  change  the  reiri;iAn.'  ^This  abcord'was  per- 
feij^jl  by  three  noblemen,  eUr^  4r''ol,  ilunt- 
J^y,  and  Angus;  promising  their  ojvn  assist- 
^ice,  bc^des  assurance,  in  generaj  words,  of 
lf^\iirs  iporc,  not  yet  discovered.  And'fer  an 
5 arnest  pennyj  th^se  carls  have  received' [Jtood 
AMnis  of  money  from  the  lioW  Countries,  -^  Now 


theiQ  ^r,'and  of  every  e^rl  a  pajt,  in'  jieverjvl 
ITopd^  in  trench  and  Latin.  The  messenger 
lll^tli  confessed  ^he  whole  to  the  king,  who' so 
jparf  fully  proceeded  thereip  iw  if  he  had  not 
-j^ftjled  tlierein  himself;' sucli  of  his  council 
jyt.wjfre' appointed  to  examine  the  parties  tiiat 
lime  t|ikeiif  (Iur.it  not,  for  fdar  of  the  greatness 
Jffihe  noKleinefi.  that  bad  ofFcridedi  ^vd  were 
nm  fjed,  examine*  the  me^engcr  of  any  thing 
tpiBfi  ifjii^X  concern  these  noblen^n.  Th^ 
.  '^  ?f^ce  ajl  fted;  Jy^^l^tli^  king  hatb  gathered 
pf  t^'foc^  subjects  a^  cect;ain  poweif  to.pursuu 
^/{^.  l^u;  it  is  doubted,  that  they  Ayill  flee 
m)l^,thf  we$^  isM.d^;  and  from  tfaWe  either 
'.to  pap^  into,  ^aih,  ojr  to  iiave  ifbrces  <^n,t  out 
yf.^^u.    But  the  kingt  i^O  dayrbc^ix  he 

yi,ii}i  Spain  fiirthn  Queen  of  ^t'ots/in  man  of  a 
£0(kJ  hiiu^e  syid  ^reat  wculih,  til  be  executed, 
.^toing  ix.  prim  i|>^  ^contriver  of  tbia  conspiracy. 
To  tuiim;iie  the  king  to  follow  this  ftjctiorij  her. 
m^.  hfttf>  scot  my  lord  of  Bo«»reh.  llius  ftir 
Iiavt  T  observed  my  purpose,  to  shew  tiie  dan*, 
^iT;  ^d  *>  Rive  counsel  to  the  Vc mod)',  ^hoc. 
.^T^,lticw%T  ei&t,^  And  I  wooM  gh^dly  to 
,J^ve  soin<»  conipapy,  of  whofii  I  mv^hi  have 


question;  wh^ei«u  whcq  time / shall  serve,  I 
tvtH-iiot  be  sil^t,  butr-tteH^^wdd  a^^Uda^^ 
and  rcfbnn  it  ixpon  good  groirtd,*^  -  -  ^'''-^  ='•». 

TJu  Queen^s  Rxtraordluary  Charg^^  bjf  Me€in$ 
ofifus  IfV,  momi  ijr  thtjihig'if  Spain.  -Jkt ; 
dowfi  6y  *ic  h)>4  Tr^fuurer^  in  ik^  4am0' 
Faptr  with  t^ejorrs^oing  l^eoh^    -   ■         -  :« 
For  defiance  of  the  fcow  C^uotrJei      ^, 

by  voar        -t-        ^  -^  l-J  :.    t3O;00O 

'  Fqr  the  charge  in   mi%  Huddle* 

stone's  time,  for-^—»— years  •^■'  -^  154,000 
•  To  the  ^Htl  of  Leicoster^  for  Sluce  ^f^OPOP 
Tp»^'ili6mas  Shirley,  Feti,  ^^d  58*1,190:. 


•^1 


Total, 
In  Normandy,  with  mj'W<J^Wl- 
loughbYjCdrOOoOmett    -^     -;-    —     49,99^ 

In  TN  orrtiandy,'witb  my  lord  of  £s4 

sex,  with  ^^-** —  thousand  atea.    In 

BHtain,  with  sir  Jokiip  Moifkf^wuh 

4000  men.    In  aiding  tite  French 

kitig  with  ttjonty.'  lUit  mointenaneb 

dfftie  iiavy  on  the  narrow  t^ib;  ^01^^ 

lime*' with  aOO,'^iiVetim»  wkh  700, 

sbmerimes  %*ith  600*    ^--  '^^-   ~ 

Besides  the'  Wdinary  keeping  of 

the'navy-at  IfOOl.  Vi  montlf>  per^an^ 

num     * —  '  — ^     —    — :     -4,     ♦u. 

f  t>r  the  olbce  of  the  ordnanda   -— 

S<;iOtMd'    -^— ^ ^  — ^ 


fl89>000 


14,400 

15i00b 

—. — A 


In  all,  £.  1,818,80$ 
March  34tb«  the  Commons  sent  ik>  a^  bifl 
ta  fl.i^  Lords,  'feiiWtUd',  *Hn  Act  ft>r  tne  ^raift 
of  3  Entire  Sub^rlie^,  and  six  15ths  and  lOths^ 
by  the  lem[H>riility;^  whith  passed  tht  Lords 
on  the  30th  witkbat  i^iy  Oppositions  ^  ' 
fo&r'  Mv/tbcn  cofhmittcdy  fvr  -prnposing  a 
BiHJvr  Fjrrtaiting  tht  i^Adr^um.]  ^  Tbi»  i»  Al| 
that  tlie  X^rd^  Journals  give  us;  but^  tbi<t<)l*  ~ 
th«?  Ct)inrapn^''b  not'sd  ^re<v  Foi;  a^'th6 
c^t>ehion1et  V)f  the  obeitlilg -this  aessim ' wel^ 
finished,  the  next  thih^  we<4iAc|  entered,  i^ 
« 'rhajt  on  Feb.;  «4,  mr^  PcMJr  >W^iitwOrfh  ant 
sir  Hen.  Brbihley  delivered  ^  Petition  to  th^ 
Lord  Keeper,  tUei-eiii  deiinng  the  Locds  df  i^ 
UpperUmise  to. 'be/  sufi^aiitt^  with  ttilmy ^ 
Hie  lower^^'ttnto  heV  msj^ibr  « £iitailiiig  Thi 
Soccession  ofthecroj^n;  ionf  whick'th^  ha4 
a  bitt  readydrHwn',*  This^majter  was  higbfy 
res^heed'b^  tlio  QueeHi  a?  oentrary'ta  h^  foi^ 
mer  strict  commands./  Tliey  wer^  soon  after 
cfdled.  before  th«  Coun^nl ;  and,  -though  thb 
lorils  tb'<^  ftpok^  fayoarably  to  thenb^i  yet,  tbev 
Wek«  to}d,that  ber  maj.  was  so  hi^y  oAendett 
at  them  that  ttleymhsC^  corat^ftted;  Ad^ 
#Qi:d|Q^,  mr.  Wentif)(uth  wi^  senf  prisoBcr 
to  ^he  Tower,  sir  Hien.  Bromley  to.djV  Tleec; 
and  one  mr.  Rd.  Stevenn  andinf.  W«ich,  tvtKi 
other  members  coilceroed  ip  drawing- the  P^ 
titipii,  Wei^  stot  to.lhe^neet  with  bftti.  Hoir 
lerng  tb^se-  4  meinb^rt  were  coiifiiurf  is  osiGeN 
tiiin ;  for,  on  th^  10th' of  March,  eae  mr.  Wroth, 
moved  the  Hbhs<^,  biy  the  Sabsidy^bill,  <<  That 
Binbe  Qometountrie^  tt^ight  ooitaplttin^  of  theM. 
vetjr  large  taxitioiiK  ^t&9V  kuttkito  aa^.bats 
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gfsset  oerer  consenting,  not  being  present  at 
the  grant :  and^  because^  an  ummment,  taking 
•way  some  of  its  strings,  can  nre  but  an  un- 
pleasant sound :  therefore,  he  dcared  that  the 
house  would  be  humble  suitors  to  her  maj. 
that  she  would  be  pleased  to  set  at  liberty 
those  members"  of  it  that  were  rcitrained.^ 
This  ivas  oppoMd  by  all  the  members  of  the 
Privy-CounciL  in-  that  house;  who  argued 
^  liiat  her  maj*  had  committed  them  for 
reasons.,  best  known  to  herself;  and  for  them 
to  press  her  in  tha^  suit  was  but  to  make  their 
case  the  wors^,  .  'tjbcy  arldecl>  that  it  was  i;iot 
to  he  doubted  hut  her  ma'u  of  her  gracious 
diaposiiiun,  woulcl' shortly  do  it  of  hor  own 
accord^  and  that  it  was  much  better  to  have  it 
left  to  herself  than  sought  for  by,  them.'* 
This  severity  of  the  Queen's  had  its'  eflfcct ; 
for  no  more  mention  is  made  of  settling  the 
Succession  in  this  pari,  nor  in  any  other  of  her 
jeitn. 

Iklate  on  the  Supply, "]  Feb.  36,  the  busi- 
pesi  of  a  Supply  was  moved  in  the  Commons. 
^S.  D^wes  IS  very  particular  in  the  Speeches 
vade  on  that  occasion.  We  are  told  they,  were 
not  entered  in  the  Original  Journal  Book  of 
the  Commons,  but  taken  fi-om  an  anonymous 
MS.  Jouma!,  kept  by  some  member  of  it. 
This  gentleman  proves  to  be  Ileywood  T^'wn- 
thend,  esq.  who  hath  left,  a  collecti  )n  of  all 
the  proceeilings  in  the  four  last  parliaments  of 
£iizabcth,  v^hich  were*printed,  folio,  London, 
1680.  1  he  Journals  of  sir  Symonds  IVEwes 
yrere  not  published  till  3  years  afler,  but  then 
.  they  were  posthumous,  and  dedicated  to  sir 
NVilloiighby  D'Ewes  his  son ;  to  that  it  is  pro- 
bable he  never  knew  who  was  the  author  of 
the  former.  This  being  premised,  we  next 
proceed  to  the*  speeches  on  the  Supply,  and 
Brst, 

Sir  Robf  Cecil  rose  and  said :  '<  Mr.  Speaker, 
«s  I  remember,  I  have  beep  of  this  house  theije 
5  parliaments;  and  t  have  not  determined  to 
$ay  any  thing,  in  these  assemblies,  further 
than  my  cogitajons  should  concur  with  my 
conscience  in  *  saying  hare  aye^  or  nd.  Give 
ine  leave,  I  pray  you^  to  rcltenrse  an  old  say- 
4iig,  and  it  is  m  Latin,  '  Nee  te  collaudes, 
nee  te  vitiipcres  ipse;*  for  me  to  do  the  one 
•were  eictediug  arroganey,  and  to  do  the 
•thcr^  I  do  couless,  I  hope,  you  will  pardon 
ne.  The  occasion  of  this  pari,  as  I  take  it  by 
that  which  we  received  rrom  the  hon.  and 
Iv'arned  speech  of  the  Lord  Keeper  of  and 
f<Om  her  maj.  to  ms  in  the  Higher  House,  is 
for  the  Cause  of  Religion  ana  Maintenance 
thereof  amongst  us;  the  Preservation  of  her 
maj.'s  Person,  and  the  Gi>od  ot  tliis  Realm. 
All  which  because  tliey  be  things  of  most  dear 
.  and  greatest  price,  and  at  this  present  in  im- 
minent dangep»  it  i|i  n^ost  bchooflful  to  consult 
of  speedy  femedies,  which  should  proceed  from 
the  wisest  heads.  The  enemy  to  these  is  the 
llung  ot  Sjpain,  whose  malice  and  ambition  is 
•ucji,  ••  together  with  the  Pope,  that  Anti- 
.fhrist  of  Romej  (for  I  may  w^U  couple  them 
together^  thi  one  beio|  afwavi  ^ompOmed 


with  envy  at  otirprosperi^,  the  other  wllh  4b« 
satiable  desire)  makes  them  by  ail  mtwam  to 
seek  the  snbvetiion  of  the  state.  '  But  con- 
cerning the  1st,  the  Cause  of  God  and    hm 
Religion,  which  her  m^.  professed  before  die 
came  to  §it  in  this  royal  seat,  which  she  kath 
defended  and  maintained,  and  for  which  cmuae 
God  hath  so  blessed  her  govt,  since  her  coming 
to  the  crown :  yea,  while  the  crown  was  scarce 
warm  on  her  head,  she  abolished  the  autiio- 
riry  of  Rome,  and  did  set  up  God's  tnitfa 
amongst  us ;  and  to  her  great  renown  jnade 
this  Utile  land  to  be  a  sanctuary  for  all  the 
persecuted  saints  of  God :  wherebV  the  people 
"perceived  her  magnanimity,  zeal  and  judg- 
ment'; magnanimity  in  undertaking  so  great 
an  enterpnze;  zeal  in  professing  the  same,  not 
for  the  shew,  but  of  sincerity ;  judgment  in 
defending  it  and  presenting  all  the  Popc'a  de- 
signs,   lia  sent  forth  his  bulls  and  missives 
against  her  maj.  thereby  unnaturally  depriving 
her  of  her  natural  right,  the  duty  and  loyaKy 
which  her  subjects  should  owe  unto  her,  ic. 
He  touched  the  many  dangers  her  mnj.  had 
been  in,  which  as  it  caused  him  to  fear  to 
think,  so  did  he  tremble  to  speak  concerning 
the  danger  of  our  country,  and  so  the  lo«  « 
our  Uves,   liberues,  wives,  children,  and  all 
other  privileges.    Let  me  not  trouble  you  with 
things  past  so  long,  and  perliaps  beyond  my 
reach,  hut  with  things  past  of  late  years  and 
tince  88.  When  we  were  so  secure,  and  never 
thought  that  the  king  of  Spain  would  hdve  set 
up  his  rest  fcr  England :  then  sent  he  his  navy 
termed  Invincible,  and  was  almost  upon  the 
banks  of  us  before  we  were  aware.    Yea,  we 
were  so  slack  in  provision,  tliat  it  was  tbo  late 
to  make  resistance,  had  not  God  presened  us. 
His  attempt  against  us,  by  seeking  to  win  the 
Low-Countries  and  to  obtain  Ireland,  being 
but  trifles  and  paultry  devices,  which  I  mean 
not  to  trouble  you  with;  he  hath  now  of  late 
goiie  about  to  win  France,  wherein  he  hath 
greatly  prevailed^  as  in  l.orrain  and  in  other 
parts,  as  you  have  heard,  but  speci|Py  in 
Britaiiiy,  having  most  part  of  the  port-towns 
in  his  possession,   whither  he  still  sendeth 
supply  daily,  and  reinforces  them  eveiy  4  or 
5  months,  wluch  port  b  always  open  and  bis 
men  and  forces  never  wanting.    This  province 
he  especially  desireth,  for  it  lyeth  most  fitly 
to  annoy  us,  whither  he  may  send  forces  con- 
tinually, and  there  have  his  navy  in  a  readi- 
ness; tlic  which  he  could  not  so  easily,  unless 
he  had  the  wind  in  a  bag.     Besides,  having 
this  province,  he  will  keep  us'  from  traffic  to 
Rochell  and  Bourdeaux,  as  he  doth  in  the 
Streights  from  Tripoly  and  st.  Jean  de  Lose  j 
and  so  hinder  us  from  carrying  forth  and 
bringing  into  this  land  any  commodities:  from 
those  parts,  whereby  the  realm  might  bfe  en- 
riched and  her  maj.  s  impost  increaaed^  bei|g 
one  of  the  greatest  revenues  ofh^r  cfowh. 
He  hatli  also  gone  about  with  tQk  of  Stade 
and  the  king  of  Poland,  one  of  his  own  fitt- 
tion,  and  who  by  reason  he  cannot  do  in  that 
kin^m  what  he  listctb,  U  tta/ sol  to  «ali| 
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^mmand  him  to  impede,  or  hiuder  our  Utiffic 
in  those  pastern  parts,  which  if  he  could  briog 
to  pass,  you  see  how  hurtful  it  would  be  to 
this  laod.   But  to  descend  yet  lower  into  these 
latter  actions.    He  hath  seen  it  is  but  a  foUv 
to  make  wooden-bridges  to  pass  into  fingtancT, 
therefore  he  hath  found  out  a  surer  \>^y  and 
stronger  passage  into  it  by  land,  and  that  by 
Scotland;  which  though  it  be  not  talked  of  09 
the  Exchange,  nor  preached  at  PauKs  cross, 
yet  it  is  most  true ;  and  in  Scotland  as  common 
as  the  Iiighway,  '  That  he  hath  procured  unto 
Iiim  many  of  the  nobiHty  there,'    It  may  be 
he  hath  sent  thither  no  great  navy,  and  that 
her  maj.  would  not  sufier  him  to  do;  yet  do 
what  she  can,  some   one  paltry  Hy-boad  may 
escape  her  maj/s  ships,  and  carry  gold  cnwugh 
in  her  to  make  them  traitors,  and  stir  them  to 
sedition.    These  things  her  miy.  understood 
before,  and  advertised  the  king  thereof;  which 
the  effect  hath  proved  to  be  true.     For  unless 
J  be  deceived,  the  last  letters,  that  came  from 
thence,  might  shew  that  the  king  is  gone  to 
make  a  road  into  the  north,  and  to  bring  back 
the  lord  Bothwell  and  the  lord  Huntley.    The 
lun^  of  Spain's  nmiice  thus  daily  increaseth 
against  us,  and  seeketb  also  to  stir  up  sedition 
amongst  us  by  his  instruments.    The  number 
also  of  Papists  daily  increaseth,  or  at  lestwbe 
becomes  more  manifest.    My  advice  iis,  that 
you  would  consult  how  to  withstand  such  im- 
minent dangers,  which  the  sreater  they  be, 
the  sooner  they  should  be  looked  into  and  re- 
]membered.     Wlicrefore  I  would  desire  mr. 
'Speaker,  that  he  would  appoint  some  com- 
mittees of  the  sufficientest  and  wisest  men  in 
the  bouse' to  consider,  thereon." 

Sir  John  Wollci/  spake  to  the  like  effect,  say- 
ings ^*  That  upon  the  Cause  of  the  Danger  the 
realm  was  how  in,  and  of  the  Remedy,  his 
speech  should  consist ;  which  he  likened  to  a 
natural  body,  in  which  the  more  danger  the 
principal  member  was  in,  the  greater  means 

.there  should  be  Qsed  for  the  preservation 
thereof.  Roan  being  made  now  Admiral  of 
France  by  the  League,  should  say,  that  he 
was  a  poor  admiral  now,  but  yet  he  doubted 
not,  but  that  shortly  he  should  be  able  to 
bring  such  a  navy  as  should  terrify  the- queen 
of  England.    Also  he  shewed  how  the  princes 

'  of  the  Holy  League  had  conspired  the  over- 
throw of  the  realm,  the  extir|}ation  of  religion, 
and  the  confusion  of  her  ma|.  and  her  loval 
subjects.  And  exhorted  tlie  house,  now  be- 
cause the  season  of  the  year  groweth  on,  which 
calleth  many  of  the  knights  and  burgesses  to 
be  in  their  countries,  besides  the  sickness  be- 

I'iflg  in  the  town,  so  that  many  of  that  house 

'  knew  not  whether  they  lodged  in  houses  in- 
fected or  not^  that  they  would  seek  to  dbpatch 
and  end  the  pari,  so  soon  as  might  be.  He 
also  shewed  how  the  Dunkirkert  troubled  oar 

'  fishermen  in  small  barks  upon  the  sea-coasts. 
And  so  that  this  matter  mi^ht  be  committed 
|o  some  of  the  sufiicientest  m  the  house.  He 
also  eihbfted  (he  house  to  a  speedy  agreeinc 
^  f  Ittbfidjri  a^  ihiwfA  t^t  ttw  wa»  wkb 


Spain  had  cost  her  maj.  a  million  of  mdbfjT  s 
but  this  he  avouched,  tliat  where  it  eoat  her 
oMy.  one,  it  feost  the  kins  of  Spain  three.'' 
,  bir  John  Fortescue  saic^  **  Ihey  that  spnke 
before  me,  spake  sufficiently  of  the  authors  of 
ppr  troubtes^  of  the  great  danger  which  is  now 
imtDioent,  insomuch  that  it  is  come  to  this 
point  now,  ■*  Non  utj^um  imperare,  scd  utrum 
rivere.'  I  will  speak  of  ^pthjn^  but  that  which 
concerns  my  calling.    Her  mat.  not  being  ou^j 
careful  lor  the  preservistion  of  her  own  realm^ 
but  of  her  u^ij^libours  also ;  she  hath  not  only 
defended  her  own  subjects  from  being  invaded, 
but  also  hath  aided  stitmgers  which  wanted 
money,  witii  whom  otherwise  it  would  hava 
gone  ill  by  this  time  both  with  them  and  our* 
selves.    Insomuch  that  the  burthen  of  four 
kingdoms  hath  rested  upon  her  mm.  whicli 
she  hath  maintained  with  her  purse,  England, 
France,    Ireland,    and  Scotland.      For  how 
could  the  French  king,   at  his  first  comiog 
to  the  ci-own,  have  held  out  against  those 
leaguers,  had  not  her  maj.  assisted  him  with 
her  men  and  money,  which  liath  cost  her  maj. 
above   100,0001.  ?     For  it  is  well  known  that 
the  French  khig  had  not  been  able  to-  with* 
stand  the  duke  of  Parma's  coming  into  France, 
had  it  not  been  for  our  Englishmen  and  money. 
As  for  the  Low-Countries,  they  have  stood  Iter 
n^>\j-  yearly,  since  she  undertook  the  defence 
of  them,  150,000L    All  which  her  maj.  be*- 
stowed  for  (he  good  of  the  realm,  to  free  at 
from  war  at  home.    Besides,  when  faermai« 
came  to  the  crown,  she  found  it  4  millions  ij>* 
debted  ?  her  navy  when  she  came  to  view  it^ 
she  found  greatly  decayed :  yet  all  this  sha 
hath  discharged,  and  (thanks  to  God)  is  nou 
thing  indebted ;  and  now  she  is  able  to  mated 
any  prince  in  Europe,  which  the  Spaniards 
foimd  when  they  came  to  invade  us.    Yea, 
she  hath  with  her  ships  compassed  the  wbola 
world,  whereby  this  land   is  made  famous 
throughout  all  places.     Sha  did  find  in  her 
Navy  all  iron-pieces,  but  she  hath  furnished 
it  with  artillery  of  brass ;  so  that  one  tff  her 
ships  is  not  a  subject's  but  rather  a  petty  king^s 
wealth.    As  for  her  own  private  expences, 
they  have  been  little  in  building;  she  hath 
consumed  little  or  nothing  in  her  pleasures. 
As  for  her  Apparel,  it  is  royal  and  piincelj, 
beseeming  her  calling,  but  not  sumptuous  nor 
excessive.    The  charges  of  her  house  fmaH, 
yea,    never  less  in  any  king's  time.     And 
shortly  (by  God's  Grace)  she  will  free  her  sub- 
jects from  that  trouble  which  hath  come  hf 
the  means  of  Purveyors.    Wherefisre  she  tmst- 
eth,  that  every  good  subject  will  as9st  her 
maj.  with  his  purse>  seeing  it  concerns  bis 
own  good  and  the  preservation  of  his  estate.    ^ 
For  before  that  any  of  us  would  lose  the  least 
member  of  bis  body,  we  would  bestow  a  great 
deal,  and  stick  for  no  cost  nor  charges :  how 
much  more  ought  we  in  this  political  hodj^ 
whereof  not  only  a  member  bnt  the  whole  is 
in  jeopardy,  if  we  do  not  make  haste  to  the 
presuivation  thereof?  And  for  these  Subsidies 
which  are  granted  now  ac^ys  to  tfir  oMty.  thej 
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%im\(m  Vrb&lf  than  they.  Ktri-  in  lUnif 
VnWi  Umt*.  Now  tltboH^  her  nu^  luui 
bormw#4  sQOie  money  oCiittr  suVjtcu  bej<kic% 
hef  $uWi4iet»  yet'»ho  liaftjtrUy  rcptud  9^d  nn* 
«M'ered  eivy  Qo#<  fully,  I  deair^  tb«,i^au^ 
l|iM  be  put  to  a  r^^uuttcc.** 

Mr.  Franr.is  Bocon  spake  to  the  expect  folt. 
lowing;  **  TlAt^  M'ljcb  these  boa,  perjionaj^ci 
have  spoken  of  theii  exj[^rienceS)^^i«AX  it  pkiM^ 
yoii  to  give  me  liaavo.  likcwUe.  to  ddivcr  Q^  my 
c^nimpH  knowledge.  The  qiusc  of  a.Hcinbhi)g 
•ll'pi^UHiaouts.  Imtb  been  liitherto  for  laws,  or 
l|iQn#y8 :  tbc  one  bck^  tbe  &incw»  of  peace, 
the  qther  of  war*  To  tbc  one, I  ;un  not  privy, 
]h4  tlie  other  I  UiouIU,  know,  i  did  i;k^c  great 
ooi>ttot0H^iit  in  brr  maj/s  ^ipeecb  the  other 
4ay.  delivered  by  the  I^rd  Keeper,  how  that 
it  wvif  a  tbiug  nut  to  be  di>Ae  .Hiiddculy  nqral: 
CHie  pari,  aor  Bcaicc  a.uiioic  year  woujd  sut* 
bee  to  pnrge  theSuUiit«-Bo()k,'i4nd  lessen  the 
volutne  ot'  Laws ;  being  so  luaqy  ia  oumbery 
(bat  nekiiei*  cf>i|iiaoQ  people  can  pr4u:ti«>e  tiie^), 
lior  the  lawyer  suthcieiuly  uiidcrhtaud  tl4;m : 
ihaji  the  wlucb  ootliing.  should  tend  n)ore  to 
fhe  praise  of  bor  maj. — ^fhe  Hojuom  eppoiyt- 
ad  ti»n.EDea,  vhq  were  to  correct  mid  recnl  hU 
jbriDer  I«awS|  s^d  to  set  forth  tbobe  12  Tah^cs 
10  pauch  of  all  men  to  he  coinmcuded.  The 
A^h^ttiauft  likewise  appointed  ais.  Sor  that  p^- 
fO^M.  And  Lewis  IX.  of  France,  did  th^*  lii^e 
M  refhwng  his  laws," — The  i^t  of  hb  af gur 
liieat  tet^iiog  u^  tbe  appolDtio^  a  comnutt^c 
Woth  to  consider  of  tbfi  dajogers  Qf  the  realm, 
mmiof  jpaedy  Supply  to  be  given  to  her  ms^ 
^nd  thereupon  tbe  House,  did  accofdingly  no- 
inioate  tk/9  said  .CeiBqait£ee»  to  deliberate  and 
consult  m  what  ptouortion  tliey  miglitnow  re- 
)kff^  her  bm^,  with  Suhsidlies,  in .  resipect  of 
|^iQ0c  xaany  and  gveat  enemies  against  wbo^ 
jMrirer  and  nialice  she  was  tQ  provide,  yind 
^TUf^ve  for  iiecefisary  defence  and  |>r(iserva<r 
tkm  of  her  recdcas  and  dominions. 

DetaU  fin  a  BUI  to  reform  the  Abuses  qflUe 
fkfiUmstUul  CaurtsJ]  Feb.  27.  Mr,  Matri^e 
4AO«od  the  houie,  '<  Touchic|g  the  Iiaird  Courses 
4pi  the  <Bisbqps  .an^  Ordinarieis,  and  other  hf^^ 
flesiastif^al  Jud^^  in  their  Cour^,  used  to- 
wards 4UiuirY  learped  and  godly  poinisters  and 
pMAdhere  o^  this  sealm,  by  ivay  of  liU|uis)tipQ> 
•tthecn^tion  and  blading  absolution,  contrary 
t(heaaia)  to  t^e  honoiir  of  God,  tbe  regali^  of 
ker  m^  the  4aw5  of  this  realiPt  and  the  Uher- 
^«f  the  subjects;  cainpelling  tl)en|,  ^op"  their 
.^wn-oath^y-to  accose  th^welv^s  u^vmTfmti 
^ivate  aotiAnv!,  words  oa^  thqt^to?  if  t^y 
^h^U  take  fwik  oaths,  h«cM4«e  (hey  JifiuMT  not 
oW  what.quetfibi^s  they  «hall  aoM^r  tiil  aft^r 
.^e  tiaie  ;tbey  be  isw^rn;  «9d.ats(vaAer^H^ 
^an^'y;iriiya  proec^  i^pst  th^yn  hf  i^priv^r 
«tiia»,  4sgra^adUQp.>of  s^pp^sMjOL  ,upmi  .f^h 
^I^MibrowH  aceiisalions  «f  4»e9iM^^-  i^ad^if 
fjUkty  iah«Bfe  to-tskke  fi^h  «ath,  jtlien  thi^y  <Qaw*( 
,  «ikit  ithem  t&^i^sop^  and  -tbei^  Jmp^  ^A  ^qtHin 
tjtheqi  «t  their  <^wfi  flao^r^,  «ot  ^aol)^  vr 
ftll|l<MJ#i%  th^m  UBttil  th^\sWUl  $n>t  thaA^  J^a 
■^MfN^^^mth  «of  ^kCMr.ioanp^ical  ^^hed^i^e 


\mtfyi,  thfi  o^  iniroQvemciisf  ^ImehjrJDp^ 
URtQ  the  fr^.suhi«cM.,of  this  i^w^^W^lPi^ 
the  end  pr»^  a  cou*ult;itiQn  ,to  h<^  naa  th«p£^ 
by  thi?  hpuhe,  for  rcdres?.  of  the  said  cnuraM^ 
ties;  aiid  oifgrctii, u;i^»  xnr.  Speaker  two  K)^ 
tbe  one  concerimig  the  said  In^yisii^us,  Sq£^ 
tcnpc^ons  and  Qiterin^  of  Oatiis,aud  the  btjb^j^ 
<XMu:cruiug  the  Imprisonments  upo^  thi^i^  r«^ 
ftisul  of  the  3«id  Oatlis  ;  praying  tl^a^  tlie  sai^ 
latter  bill  which  QoiK:crncih  the  said  impriso^j 
mcnts  might bft  reJkcC  a"d  tbe  otlier  to  be  o5cre4 
to  this  house  a(sQui<^uiore  cquvpnic^^  time^** 

ISIr.  jyiijtoH  answered  thus ;  ^  Tjiis  bill  pre^t 
tends  great  thuiga  \\\  shew,  (ct)4ir^  to  tti<i 
hindrance  of  GodVi  servive»  ^"d  ^h^j  derogatjpQ 
of  her  n^aj/s  preiag4Uvp,  to  tlie'ovfrth^q^'qf 
our  jaws  and  vj  in 'lug,  of  our  libcrticb:  thm»| 
\  S|iy,  grcJiL  in  s-hev\,  l^ut  uo  such  t^iii)^  to^ 
found  la  the  mutter  spoke  qg^ii^t.  It  is  ea|j([ 
to  make  of  ^  i^ol  j-hill  a  i^v^iiiit'iiu  in  worS 
so  by  a  well  cou^jiled  spci;ch'to  m^  \^^ 
and  dangerous  thing  of  iiQVhj^g;  "^'»  *  O^hJi 
ipdetd  needless,  for  that  lUe  st^tq  Tjatja  ^thj- 
erto  always  stood  upon  tlj/^  f^>>%  ^^\  so  ^ 
shewed  how,  Eccl^ia^ig^}  govt,  \v^  d^^j^ 
frqm  TemppraJ.  The,  rcasQus  he  gave  TfVf 
few  or  none :  only  ^i3  grca^  ;^&JlJ^c  w^,  t^| 
having  r^eeeived  sl^ait  cp^nnj/indxiicijjt  frou*  hcf 
nwy.  not  to  ipeddlq  >*;ith  thincj  -^oii^erni^i 
th^  Reformatku)  of  thjj  Ch^Kfl  apd  yt^t^ 
thei^efore  i^  bi3  Ppiupoi  t^  hij^  ^U&9^  ^^  t^ 
iupprcs^ed  " 

Sir  Johk  Wolkif  spa^e  ^  ^'^^t  thj  hi^L 
«  di^Q^ng  the  uMittprs  lu  i^ ;  aiid  t^j9£  j^ 
a^  tpo  busy  a  meddluig  ip  syc^i  g  t^\i\^  &o  v»^ 
bi4den  by  b^r  maj,  so  I^e  tboi^iL  it  i^Oit  ^ 
that  it  should  he  ^eud.'^ 

Sir  Jro^ca  Kumiss  aps^:er.c4> "  That  nhere* 
as  it  wa^  Qoodeflwed  a*  ^ejpkiug  th^  i>iu!xthrw 
of  n  member  oft^e  state,  ancT  sk^  9^r^^  j^ 
law  J  it  tenjded,'  »  hi^Qjpvnipn,  ^Vh^  tjfe  i^ 
fi^nuug  of  ahusj^i  and  so  re^traivu^  ^f  ^ 
prelates^  tf^t  if  jjbey  m^fiddle  pg^MVH  Vh^  ^MMk 
l,hey  shall  inaqr  »  prjemunire.  §p  th^tjte 
thought  the  bUl  tt>  he  g^od  aoft  fit  to  he  r^> 
Dr.  L^mn  ondos^vQur^  tp  ab«w,  >*  7?^^  fs 
the  natural  bpdy  ,wa^*  delighted,  in  f^))an|gej  j[>, 
wa#  it  ^bo  ia  tlic  poutic,  hody/gre<^y.qfiwj;f^ 
atjon.  That  tli^s  e\:ersjpi^  of  hps^  Imd  kji 
been  sovght  for;  ftfvi  »u  shoqtin^  ^t  Q^jj^. 
ri34ictipn,  their  ^^  jjr^  ^  th^  Pb^Sf^J  ji« 
h?ing  no  nkore  able  (Qj»tand  thi^  one  ^d{<|^i 
the  oth«r,  \\^\\  a  l^oijsp  without  a  fciyn<}8ii^o|u 
Then  h^  Wtcred  into  ^  jli^i^e^  of  Grjf)vfr^- 
ment,  as  Monarchijes,  i\rwtQ<?rv^  4n|i  X&- 
vujcrjacwsu  He  appro  veil  l^w^<?ixwtf^;fl^ 
in  the  v^  f^9us  ^^t^ui^i^^  ip  .the  woiM, 
jh^ipred  t^^is^ovt.  npy  cxc;:9is^,h7|^  V^^j*** 
.hn»ve  hepn  ufetL  Jfe  ^(j^^ayoiujed  to  jmifc 
,(h<s  hi^^ps  to  he  ^eh  ?  p^rt  ot.uic.Mj 
.  politic,  «ji  j*'itl»wt ^ttiein;^  q9,#  .he  no^Vwjr. 
AnfiJA  pcvnpariqg  it  i^tb  tfic  stat^  of  ih^  ;^ 
j^q4  hody#^  tetwQ^)  ^v^  pdxu;e^4Ah«  gm- 
.cellar?  .ftftbe  state  to, he  »3  t^jc  ^'^t^  moT  is 
the  hcadi  the  ^s.  jind  .pDini^rs  as.tj^  ^'i^ 
.dcc»,«ndj^uwi;/t^hp  <{Omt]|ion  f^<ui^ JitMSP* 
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to'iyi' were  "a«  great  a  Meraish  and  prejudice 
jg  to  liav^  'the  ffngers  tied  unto  the  siiouldors. 
Jrben  came  'be  .to  *3  parts  of  mr.  Morrice's 
ipeech^^iiqufsitron^  Subscription,  and  bihding 
Absolitiop.  Ih(juisition  he  proved  hiwful ;  Is!, 
i>ecause  k  had  been  so  long  used,  and  in  the 
greatest  moq'arctiJes  allowed.  For  before  in- 
quisition came  in,  the  manner  of  trial  was  by 
Viccnsatron,  and  then  the  party  accusing  was  to 
cu&er  the  penalty  that  the  law  inflicted  upon 
idbe  party  accused,  if  he  failed  in  his  accusation. 
Yheu  it  niight  be  fliat  the  (party  accused,  if  the 
!atcuscr  failed  in  Ins  accusation,  uiight  solicit 
Xwo  witnesses  to  answer  for  him,  which  was 
Wiflk^ient  to'acquit  him:'so  the  guilty  escaped, 
9^ni  the  guiltless  accuser  was  punished.  Tliis 
^secmiuff  ^ievous,  they  changed  their  trials  into 
inqulsitioiis.  '^nd"  wljosbever  reads  Demost- 
henes an4  TuUy,  shall  see  how  unwillingly  they 
y^re  hired  to  accuse.  And'  if  we  look  into 
^ the  laws  of  this  realm,  it"  is  alCr^ether  by  in- 
^qqisitrons  incbtfrts  bflron^  Icets,  and  in  the 
Kqg'f  counts,  and' in  ^  the  star-chamber.  So 
\Hat  tliis  course  is  aislawrulln  the  ecclesiastical 
^lis  in  the  tcinporal  law.  Subscription  was  a 
J^v^  we  wCrc  bound  unto  by  Statute.  The 
'Skc  yvQS  used  in  our  churches  as  at  Geneva,  so 
[us  allowable  Ti^re.  Absolution,  termed  bind- 
-tpg,  is  no  otlfcr  than  in  tl)e  common  law  ;  for 
in  thSe  writ  '*  '^'  excommunicato  capiendo,*  the 
^piirty  i^jsdlved  is  to  be  sworn  *  ad  ser^andum 
^uSf*  4nd  bis  oath  to  perfOnn  the  law  in  iJiis 
.ttbscAvdon  Is  not  grievous:  'wheVeas' othen\Sse' 
.tJux  pifCr'acciised  was  to  find  pledgee  for  the 
*ame.  3lay,  it  is  a  liberty  to  him,  vvhcn  upon 
.Ihs  oath  he  may  be  freed.  And  so  as  to  the 
till,  lie  thought  it'  fittest  that  it  should  be  first 
'considered  oflij  the  bishops  and  judges  of  the 
!  s^ahn  befor^  it  were  read. 

/Mr.  Oliver  St.  Joknipoke  for  the  bill.  '"  It 
^aih'been  tlie  manner  of  this  house  to  allow  a 
^  mix  tore  in  speaking,  and  after  the  grave,  hon. 
'and 'wisest,  then  tobear  the  meanest  also.    For 

1  ibyself,  1  am  but  youiig,  yet  will  I  shew  unto 

2  yod  matter  which  is  old.  In' answer  to  them 
,  ijiiat  spake  hist,  the  ancient  Charter  of  this 
j^ealm  says,  *  Nullus  lib^r  Homo,'  &:cl  wliich  is 
* 'flatly 'Violated  .by  bishops' jufisdlction.     You 

*  kiiow*whsa;things  Thomas  Becket  stood  upon 
sigatnst  the  king,  wjfiich  'tliiiigs  are  now  also 

I  jci^pt  in.  .  And  for  more  •  full  answer  of  one 
/tJiat  "spake*  Before,  his  aotiuuity  and  prescrip- 

-  tjon  cannot* be  *aHowed  in  this  govt,  for  any 
'  TORs<m,;  for  $o^  were  tire  -official  prestitute  to 
,  take  and  exa!ct  fees, -bieoadsc  time  out  of  mind 
"  dieyl^d  done  fo,;  and  set  it  down  that  it  waiB 
J  aiQswcred.  fnthie  pirtianiieht'house,  *  thai  thieves 
^x^yJpVesjinbe  £(?iake  pursSs  on  Shooters-hiU, 
ISecaus'e  ume  out  of*  mind  -they  h6d  done  so.'— ^ 
,  JJir  tjiat  bf  Inquisittou,'  it -seems  to' him  (spe- 
^  cwlly) , that  spake- 4ast,  ta  be"  alldwec}  before 

'tji^  trial  by  accusation:  1st,  bjr-reason  of  the 

*  ai^^tybTlhe  trial/*  Biit.lt  dannot  bfe  ^ved 
so  anotent  as  {he  manner  bf  trials  by  accusa- 

'  .lioQs.  ,  "^or  injohn,  the  adulterous  wpraan  be- 

^^kjg  brov^t  toVChrist,  he  asked  who^werie  her 

nccuscrt  r  Ana  for  thai  uaniKr  tf  aecw^t 


r  tf  aecusitioD; 


the  hKwyers  tbcwisdv^  ispcak  sgainsr  it ;  -fi^ 
one  sa^h  of  it,  *Uilibere  fiatear  qtrod'-semiaiii, 
nunquam'  mihi '  piacefcat.'  For  •  Snbecrtptiony 
the  Btatme  aHedged  is  meant  bnt  a  snbocrip- 
tionTo  rertaiti  tirtides  iu  religion,  and  not  ■* 
snbscription  in  this  form.  And  bdcaose  it  i^ 
allowed  in  Geneva,  so  to  allow  it  here,  that  is 
no  reason.  For  in  Geneva  Aere  be  tatatf 
tiling  allowed,  which  the  party  speaking  wo^d, 
I  dare  say,  be  teth  to  have  used  here.  As  tt 
Absolution,  there  is  no  such  onth  to  be  re- 
quired therein  in  onr  writ  ^^e«xeommuni(^6 
capiendo,'  a^  was  said.  -So  I '  think  the  i>iU 
very  wdrthy  and  fit  to  be  read.** 

Bit  Tlobert' Cecil  answered,  **  I  am  uawfliiMr 
to  speak,  yea,  I  spe^k  against  my  w'ii];'aii3 
to  answer  speeches  well  stndied  and  premedi- 
tared  upon  the  «tidden,  it  it  Hard  -for  «ie. 
What  Clie  bill  containeth,  I  am  ignorant  of; 
and  whether  to -alhiw  of  it  or  not,  I  wiil-9u»- 
pend  my  opinioa.  To^say  the  truth,'  the-  man 
that  oflterea  it^vas  learned  and  wise,  trnd  one 
Wliom  I  love ;  yet  a  bill  to  be  offered  amf  in- 
foVced  in  this  sort,  being  of  auch-«fiect,  I 
kAow  not  how  to  allow  of  it.  For  her  nwg. 
h^d^traitly  forbidden  to  meddld  in  such  ca^ ; 
yet  iiot  forgetting  the  cause,  shehad^  ittittr 
e^ebdtcnt  wisdom,  cared  md  intended  that  m 
redress  should  be  had  of  things  that  are  amiss. 
Towhich«nd  her  maj.  before  the  pari,  fum- 
iiiohed,  had  directed  he^  letters  to  the  ab^. 
to  certify  her.  Now  her  bigbness's  care*  tor 
our  gotod  shall  be  prevented,  by  lOnr  bnsty 
»pcaking*of  these  things  before  our  liine.  Sura 
it  is  not  fit,  and  her  maj.  cannot  imt  bo  of- 
fended at  it.  '  For  the  bill,  I  protest,  I  know 
it  not;  hut  ifseemethto  contain)  thiiigs  need- 
ful. Wherefore  it  were  fittest  it  should  he 
Coibmcnded  to  herm^.  and  so  recommended 
unto  us.  And  if  I  may  do  this  office  and  servica 
for  the  house,  I  wifl  in  'all  dutiful  love  and 
service  do  it.  But  if  the  other  course  be  taken, 
I  fear  the  thin^  ^onght  will  be  denied  for  the 
violence  used  m  it." 

Mr.  Spcaketi  s:iid,  ***rTi'fevour  iradiree  love, 
Bhbve  my  merits  or  desert,  ydu  have  elected 
me,  which  should  "bind  nie  to  do  aM  my  best 
service,  and  to"  b^  faithfiilnoward  you.  Tljis 
bill  delivered  me  is  long,  and  containeth  im-t 
portunt  matters  of  great  weight,  and  tmth 
m'atters  as  cannot  l)e  expressed  inrfew  words. 
It  hath  many  parts,  "and  if  yon  put*  mc  pre- 
sently to  open  it,  I  ctfrrtiot  so  readily  under- 
stand it,  and  do  it  as  I  should;  for  indeed* it 
is  a  jnatter  fiir  above  ifly  ordinary  practice : 
and  to  deliver  a  tiling  before  I  conceive  it,  I 
could  not.  WlieVefore,  if  it  woUld  please  yoa 
to  give  me'  leave  to  consider  of  it,  I  protest,  I 
.will  be  faithful,  afid  keep  it -with  all. -iecrfec^." 
'"Hereupon  the  hoiise  wa$  in  question, 'whetier 
it  should  be  cdm lotted  to  the  Spciflfcr  only,  or 
^  to  the  Privy-Citincil  and  hifn:  but -it  wa* 
**'lM)lden  to  be  against  the-drdefof^the  house, 
that' atiy  bill  should  be  commlttfcd  before  it 
was  "read.  Therefore,  npon/*^  tnotiofi-'made 
by  mr.  WiToth,  it  was  agpe^/tlSat  mi*.  Speaker 
should  Imvt  it.       *  •     .  *r   « 
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Dfktff  on  t^  Bill  relating  to  Rt!cu$antt.] 
The  same  day,  in  a  debate  on  the  bill  relatiug 
to  Recuiants,  Mr.  Nath.  Bacon  said,  '<  The 
children  might  not  be  committed  to  the  bp«  of 
the  diocese,  because  their  chancellora  are  so 
much  affected  to  the  canon  law^  that  some  are 
infected  ^h  Popish  religion.  Besides,  the 
office  ^f^ps.  is  to  preach;  and  this  duty  in  the 
one  calling  should  not  be  hindered  by  other 
ai&irs  committed  to  their  care.  Wherefore 
£tter  it  is,  that  the  justices  of  assize  should 
have  the  appointment  of  them.'' 

Sir  Edw,  Stafford,  "  It  may  be  the  party 
is  enemy  to  him  to  whom  the  child  is  com- 
mitted, therefore  the  commitment  ought  to  be 
by  9  or  3." 

Mr.  Wroth  said,  «  The  law  hath  no  pro- 
viso for  leases,  nor  renaedy  is  appointed,  as 
by  the  distress  or  otherwise,  how  the  guardian 
is  to  come  by  the  monev  appointed  to  liim  for 
the  custody  of  the  child  of  a  Recusant.  And 
it  were  fit  to^  make  a  proviso  that  no  part;f , 
being  next  heir  to  the  child,  should  be  his 
guardian.  And  the  recusant  not  to  forfeit 
lOl.  a  month  for  the  keeping  of  his  wife; 
otherwise  for  keeping  of  servants  recusants." 
Alter  all  these  speeches,  it  was  agreed  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  all  of  the  privy  council  and 
many  otiier  members. 

Further  Debate  on  the  Suppfy,]  Feb.  S8, 
Mr.  Chanc.  of  the  Exeheguer  reported  from 
the  committee,  that  they  had  considered  of 
die  Supply,  and  had  agreed  that  2  entire 
subsidies,  and  four  ^5tlis  and  lOths,  should 
be  granted  to  her  ma),  if  the  house  should 
think  fit.  Upon  which  the  question  was  pot, 
•and  it  was  agreed  by  the  whole  bouse  that 
the  said  supply  should  be  granted.  Then 
mr.  Nath.  Bacon,  one  of  the  committee,  in- 
tbrmed  the  house  that  it  was  albo  agreed  by 
tliem,  Tha(  the  present  necessities  of  the 
state,  moving  them  to  ^nt  the  said  double 
taxes,  might  be  entered  ra  tlie  bill. 

Sir  Henry  Knivett  spoke  next,/'  Allowing 
the  Subsidies,  but  withal  desired  these  things  : 
Ist,  that  it  roi^ht  be  lawful  for  every  subject 
to  annoy  the  king  of  Spain  that  would,  that 
weak  forces  might  not  be  spent  against  him, 
but  a  royal  army.  That  we  should  not  wrestle 
with  him  on  our  own  ground,  but  abroad, 
lurther,  that  all  her  maj.'s  delators  might  be 
ctiltcd  in,  and  her  maj.  to  have  power  to  sell 
all  the  debtors  lands,  of  what  estate  soever 
ihey  were  seized  o^  No  steward  or  commis* 
sioner  but  to  answer  her  maj.  the  royal  fines 
aud  sums  they  received.  All  her  woo4s  to  be 
iriewed,  and  the  great  timber  to  be  for  sale, 
*  the  copy-wood  to  be  sold  to  encrease  the  re- 
venues. Licences  granted  to  any  to  have  be- 
nefit of  penal  statutes,  to  be  taken  in ;  and 
the  whole  benefit  of  inns  and  alehouses  to 
come  to  the  queen.  ■  By  this  new  statute 
ugainst  recusants,  their  children  to  ht  corn- 
mitted  to  persons  of  sound  reliffion.  The 
uhole  benefit  of  tbeil*  relief  and  living  to 
coma  to  the  queen,  deducting  only  duu^es 
{or  ednctatiog  ot  children.'' 


Serjeant  Harris  agreed  on  the  Subsidjr, 
*^  Bemuse  parliaments  were  seldom,  wbereaS 
hy  the  statute  4  Edw.  III.  they  ii^ay  be  called 
every  yesur.  The  Subsidies  to  be  granted  to 
maintain  wars;  but  whether  it  be  war  or  no 
war;  as  yet  we  know  not:  and  the  things 
which  we  take  finom  the  Spaniard  is  doubtra 
by  many  not  to  be  lavrfiil  crize.  Therefor* 
desires  m  the  Subsidies  to  nave  it  set  dowo» 
that  those  Subsidies  be  to  maintain  a  war  ino- 
pulsive  and  defensive  against  the  Spaniard.'* 

Sir.  WeUter  Raleigh  agreed  in  all  things  with 
the  Serjeant,  and  said,  **  He  knew  many  that 
held  it  not  lawful  in  conscience,  as  the  time 
is,  to  take  from  the  Spaniards;  and  be  knew, 
that  if  it  might  be  lawful  and  open  war,  there 
would  be  -more  voluntary  hands  to  fisht  against 
the  Spaniard,  than  the  queen  shouul  stand  ia 
need  of  to  send  to  sea." 

After  the  former  aud  other  like  speeches,  m 
which  also  some  had  moved,  that  to  make  the 
wars  against  the  king  of  Spain  and  his  sub* 
jects  lawful  and  warrantable,  it  shoold  be  in- 
serted into  the  preamble  of  the  said  bilL 
*  [That  so  great  and  extraordinary  Supply  was 
at  this  time  given  for  the  resisting  of  his  pow« 
er,  and  preventing  of  his  malice^'  it  was  or- 
dered, '<  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  aA 
the  sergeants  at  law,  and  several  other  ment- 
bers,  be  appointed  to  draw  the  articles  and 
preamble  of  the  said  bill  accordingly;  to  the 
end  the  same  being  considered  of  afierwardi 
by  this  house,  may  be  delivered  by  mr.  Speak- 
er to  her  moj.'s  learned  counsel,  for  the  Brain- 
ing and  drawing  of  tlie  said  biU.**  Notwith- 
standing all  this,  the  house  went  on  but  slowly 
in  the  matter;  occasioned  by  an  afiair  of  an- 
other nature,  which  will  appear  in  the  sequcL 

Mc$$agefrom  the  Lords  to  hasten  the  Sup» 
p/y.]  March  1st,  the  House  was  informed 
that  two  messengers  from  the  Lords  attended 
at  the  door.  At^r  being  let  in,  they  acquaint- 
ed the  HousC;  **  That  their  lordships  had  sent 
them,  to  put  this  house  in  mind  or  what  tba 
lord  keeper  had  intimated  in  his  speech,  do 
the  first  day  of  this  pari,  concerning  the  ne- 
cessities of^tlie  state,  and  provision  of  mone/ 
to  be  made  against  the  great  and  imminent 
danger  this  realm  was  threatened  with  finom 
its  mighty  enemies.  That  their  lordships  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  from  the  Commons, 
about  tills  matter,  before  this  time;  and  ther^ 
fore  had  omitted  to  do  any  thing  in  it  them- 
selves. But  now  they  desired  this  house  would 
appoint  a  Committee,  to  confer  with  their 
loraships  about  this  business,  iMrcording  to  the 
anrient  and  laudable  usage  of  both  bouses.*^ 
On  which  message  a  Committee  was  appointed 
accordinghr,  who  w^^e  to  confer  with  a  certain 
notnber  of  the  lords  that  afternoon. 

March  S,  Sir  Robert  CeciU^  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee appoiiited  by  this  House  for  confierenc« 
with  the  Committee  cf  the  Lords,  shew^ 
^  That  he  and  the  re^due  of  the  ooamiittee# 
of  this  bouse  did  )restcrday,  in  the  afternoon, 
repair  unto  the  said  committees  of  the  Lorda 
nt  the  place  appointed^  whcf^  the  brd 
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mxtctf  in  the  name  of  the  residue  of  the  said 
committee  of  the  Lords,  shewed  unto  the 
coimviittee  of  this  House,  the  great  and  pre- 
sent need  of  pro^'ision  of  treasure  to-  be  em- 
ployed for  the  defence  of  the  realnt,'  against 
the  invasion  of  the  great  and  mighty  enemies 
unto  this  realm  and  state;  and  »hewin^  far- 
ther, that  the  double  Subsidy  and  15ch9  and 
lOths  lastly  granted  unto  her  maj.  amounting 
but  unto  two  hundred  aud  fourscore  thousand 
pounds,  h^r  maj.  hath  nevertheless,  in  these 
defensive  wars,  expended  of  her  own  treasure 
alone,  ten  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds 
since  the  time  of  the  granting  of  the  said  dou- 
ble Subsidy,  nnd  of  ttie  said  15ths  and  lOths. 
And  that  therefore  their  lordships,  weigliing 
^  The  great  present  necessity  of  greater  and 
more  speedy  Supply  of  treasure  to  bo  had  ^han 
6  entire  Subsidies  aud  four  15ths,  do  negative- 
ly alfirm,  that  their  lordships  will  not  give,  in 
JUiy  wise,  tbeir  assents  to  pass  any  act  in  their 
iioade  of  less  than  3  entire  Subsidies,  to  be 
"paid  in  the  3  next  ye«rs,  at  two  payments  in 
«rery  of  the  same  years;  the  1st  to  begin 
soon  afler  the  next  Kaster,  aud  the  Snd  soon 
'after  the  next  Michaelmas,  and  so  yearly  af- 
ter Easter  and  Michaelmas  during  the  said  3 
jenrs.  And  that  as  to  what  proportion  of 
Benevolence,  or  unto  how  much  their  lord- 
ships would  give  their  assents  in  that  behalf, 
they  would  not  as  then  shew  unto  the  said 
Committee  of  this  House.  But  insisting  for 
conierence  again  to  be  had,  he  further  urged, 
that  this  House  might  be  moved  to  yield  a 
greater  Supply.  To  i^^ncb  end  he  alledgcd, 
that  the  usual  late  Subsidies  were  very  small, 
and  were  also  imposed,  for  the  most  part, 
upon  the  meaner  sort  of  her  maj.*s  subjects; 
lledaring,  that  he  knew  one  shire  of  this 
fiealm,  wherein  there  were  many  men  of  good 
living  and  countcnnnce,  but  none  of  them,  in 
the  said  last  Subsidies,  assessed  at  above  four- 
score pound  lands  per  annum.  And  that  in 
the  chy  of  London  also,  where  the  greatest 
part  of  the  riches  of  the  realm  are,  there  was 
no  one  assessed  at  above  2001.  goods  a  man, 
and  that  not  yet  past  above  4  or  5  such." 
Which  speech,  in  effect,  being  ended,  "  He, 
in  conclusion,  referred  the  Hinher  considera- 
tkwi  thereof  to  the  gravity  of  the  house." 

Mr.  ¥ran€u]Bacon  spoke  next.  <*  He  yielded 
to  the  Subsidy,  buf  mislikcd  that  this  house 
should  join  with  the  upper  house  in  the  grant- 
ing of  it.  For  the  custom  and  privilege  of  this 
house  hath  always  been,  first  to  make  offer  of 
the  Subsidies  from  hence,  then  to  the  upper 
kota^;  except  it  were  that  they  present  a  bill 
imtD  this  boiue,  with  desire  of  our  assent 
thereto,  and  then  to  send  it  np  again.  And 
f«Mon  it  is,  that  we  should  stand  upon  our 
pmilege,  seeing  the  bmtheti  resteth  upon  us, 
as  the  greatest  number;  nor  i»  it  reason  the 
tiianks  should  be  theirs.  And  in  .Joining  with 
them  in  this  moiion,  we  shall  derogate  from 
ours  f  for  the  tiioaks  will  be  theirs,  and  the 
Mane^  «Ru*ft;  they  being  the  first  movers. — 
WhessfcreiJ  miuty  thait,  in  tins  action*  we 
Vol..  J. 


!  should  proceed,  as  heretofore  we  have  done^ 
.  apart  by  ourseh-cs,  and  not  join  with  their 
i  lordships.     And   tb  satisfy  them,  who  expect 
■  an  answer  from  us  to-inonow,  some  answer 
;  should    be  made   iu   obsequious  and   dutiful 
manner."    Then  out  of  his  bosom  he  drew  an 
I  Answer,    framed  by   himself,   to  this  effect; 
I  "  That  they  had  considered  of  tijeir  lordshipl 
I  motion,  and  thought  upon  it  as  veas  ht ;  and, 
i  in  all  willingness,  would  address  tliemsclvcsto 
do  as  so  great  a  cause  deserved,    lo  join  with 
them,  he  said,  he  could  not,  but  witn  preju- 
dice to  the  privilege  of  the  said  house.  \V  her©^ 
fore  he  desired,  as  they  were  wont,  so  that 
now  they  might  pi-ocecd  herein  by  themselves, 
apart  from  their   Lordships;    and   that  tliey 
might  do  it  without  dibcontcnt.     To  this  pur- 
pose he  cited  a  precedent  in  Hen.  Vllltii's 
time  (seep.  485,)  where  cardinal  Wolscy  came 
down  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  in*- 
formed  them  what  necessity  there  was  of  a 
Subsidy;  and  that  tl^ercupon  rlie  House  took 
it  to  consideration,  apart  by  themselves,  and 
at  large  granted  it.     By  which  it  souid  seem 
that  he  did  infer,  that  the  1  ords  misfit  indeed 
give  notice  unto  the  said  House  of  Commons^ 
what  need  or  danger  there  was,  but  ought  not 
to  prescribe  them  what  to. give,  as  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee  the  lord  treasurer  had 
done.'' 

Whereupon  the  House  ordered,  that  tha 
former  Committee  should  meet  again  in  tht 
ai^ernoou.  And  being  met  accord mgly,  great 
part  thereof  was  spent  in  arguing  what  tha 
matter  was  which  was  referred  unto  them  by 
the  house;  whether  a  Subsidy  should  be  yields 
ed,  and  that  signified  for  an  answer  firom  thetn 
to  tlie  Lords :  or  whether  the  Committee  were' 
t)nly  to  consider  of  an  Answer  according  to 
mr.  Bacon's  motion,  *<  That  this  house  would 
alone,  by  tliemselvcs,  consider  of  the  Subsidy^ 
without  joining."  These  followinc  spake  fof 
the  Subsidy,  especially  enforcuig  the  necessity 
of  it : 

Sir  Wm,  Moore  shewed,  first,  "  That  her 
maj.  had  more  cause  to  have  the  Subsidy  than 
had  Hen.  VHT.  Edw.  VL  or  Mary;  for  Hen- 
ry's wars  continued  not,  though  they  were  vio- 
lent for  the  thne.  His  wars  were  impulsive 
and  not  defensive.  He  had  the  suppresi^on  of 
all  the  abbies,  a  matter  of  great  nclwjs  unto 
him.  He  had  a  Benevo4ence,  and  then  a  Sub- 
sidy, paid  within  3  months.  Edw.  VL  had 
chantries,  fend  all  the  church-plate,  for  relief^ 
paid  liim.  Mary  had  a  relief  paid  lier,  which 
she  never  repaid.  But  her  maj.  th?it  now  is, 
hath  been  a  continual  defence  of  her  own 
realm  and  her  neighbour's  kingdoms,  England^ 
Ireland,  France,  and  the. Low  Countries;  yet 
hath  ^he  repaid  the  loans,  and  had  not  such 
help." 

Sir  George  Carey  said,  "  I  speak  for  tht 
Subsidy,  (first  answering  one  that  liad  said, 
*  We  mtist  regard  them  and  their  cs^es  for 
whom  we  are  hei-e*)  saying,  he  recarded  and 
cnme  for  them  as  was  meet ;  and  they  will 
vmorc  thank  us  for  taking  some  what  fA%Mnthex% 
3  L      '  • 
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than  if  t^e  should  ftbaodun  them  and  leave 
them  and  all  that  they  hare  to  the  spoil  of  the 
crteiiiy ;  which  will  be,  it",  with  onr  forces,  we 
provide  not  to  withataud  thciDi  For  imminent 
dangers  hang  over  our  head<i,  and  are  intend^ 
«d  to  us  this  summer.  The  Spaniard  already 
<hath  sent  7000  pistoles  of  Rold  into  .Scotland, 
to  corrupt  th^  nobility;  and»  to  the  kincjj 
JK),000  crowns  now  lately  were  dispatched, 
out  of  Fnui'ce,  into  Scotland,  for  the  lrv\  in^r 
of  SOOO,  which  the  Scottish  lord*  have  pro- 
mised ;  and  tbD  king  of  Spain  will  lev-)'  30,000 
^orc,  and  «^iviB  them  nil  pay*  Her  maj.  is  dc« 
termined  to  send  sir  Francis  Drake  to  sea,  to 
encounter  them  with  a  great  navy.  Where*- 
tore  this  our  danger  is  to  be  prevented,  ajid 
thoie  her  muji^s  in&iitc  charges  by  us  to  be 
^ipplicd." 

Sir  Walter  JRaleigh  spake  for  the  Suhsidv, 
not  only  (as  he  protested)  to  please  the  queen, 
to  wliom  he  was  iuHnicely  bound  above  his 
deicrts,  but  for  the  necessity  he  both  saw  and 
kne\T.  **  He  very  well  discovered  the  great 
strength  of  the  king  of  Spain.  And,  to  shew 
bis  mightinebs,  he  told  how  he  po^srsted  all 
the  world.  As  also,  that  his  malice  and  ill 
purpose  was  evident  to  tiiis  realm:  he  blie\%cd 
Iiow,  on  every  side,  he  had  beleaguered  tiSj*— 
In  Denmark,  the  king  being  young,  he  had 
comipted  tlic  council  and  nobility,  so  us  he 
was  very  like  to  speed  himself  of  shipping  fmni 
itheuce*  In  the  marine  towns  of  the  Low 
Countries,  and  in  Norway,  he  laid  in  great 
atore  of  shipping.  In  France  he  had  the  pan- 
iiameut  towns  at  his  command.  Tn  Britnny 
iie  had  all  the  best  havens.  And  in  Scotland 
he  had  so  corrupted  the  nobility,  that  he  had 
promised  them  threes  to  re-establish  Papistry. 
Tliat  tJicy  were  ready  to  join  with  any  foreign 
forces  that  would  mqike  them  strong,  to  be  by 
^hem^lves)  and  to  resist  others.  For,  as  he 
thought  there  were  not  six  gentlemen  of  that 
^country  of  one  religion.  In  his  own  country 
there  is  all  possible  repairing,  and  he  is  coming 
Tich  60  gaiUcS)  besides  other  shipping,  with 
purpose  to  annoy  U8»  We  must  tlien  have  no 
Biiips  (if  he  invade  us)  riding  at  anchor ;  all 
will  be  little  enough  to  withstand  him.  Al  liis 
coming,  he  fnlly  deteimineth  to  get  Plymouth, 
Or  at  least  to  possess  some  of  tlic  haveus,  this 
summer,  wit  Inn  our  land.  And  Plymqutli  is  a 
place  of  mfist  datiger,  for  no  ordnance  can  be 
carried  thither  to  remove  him;  t)ic  passages 
^ill  not  give  leave.  Now  the  way  to  defeat 
him  is  tliis :  to  send  a  royal  army  to  s^npplant 
him  in  Britany^  and  to  po.Hbc»s  ourselve^j  there; 
and  to  send  a  strong  navy  to  sea,  and  to  lie 
with  it  upon  the  Cape  and  such  places  at;  his 
ihipa  brins  his  riches  to,  that  tliey  may  set 
upon  cji  tnat  conie.  This  wc  are  able  to  do, 
and  undoubtedly  with  fortunate  success,  if  we 
undertake  it."-— The  Committee  for  consider- 
ing of  an  Answer  to  be  given  to  the  Lords,  on 
choir  last  me:!S»ge,  cmnc  to  this  resolution^ 
**  That  it  wa?  tlie  opinion  of  the  majority  to 

Sunt  another  conference  with  the  Lords,  it*  the 
Lfuss  6hQuid jhink.fit."  I^ur, 


Mr.  Wrofk,  one  of  dte  laid  committee,  stood 
up  and  said,  **  Tliat  he  disteated  firem  the 
question,  and  neither  gave  his  asseot  ia  th« 
committee,  nor  would  now  do  it,  that  any  con- 
ference sliould  be  bild  with  the  lords  in  tha 
case.  For,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  would 
be  vi;rY  prejudicial  to  tlie  ancient  liberties  apd 
privileges  of  this  house,  and  to  its  authority." 
Mr.  Beak  seconded  him,  "  He  insisted 
upon  their  mainteiuincc  of  the  usual  and  aor 
cieut  hbcrties  and  privileges,  of  this  House  in 
treating  of  ^ubsiciies,  contributions,  and  other 
like  beiievolence>,  lunong  themselves;  wkhou^ 
any  conference  therein  at  all  had  or  used  with 
the  Iy>rds :  and  gave  an  instance  of  i^  former 
precedent  in  the  like  case ;  and  ofibred  to  shew 
that  the  bumc  prcret lent  to  this  House,  was  foi* 
lowed  in,  tfvc  l^th  Hen,  IV*  The  two  house* 
being  divided  about  t ho  Suhsidv,  and  tlie  h^ker 
hou&e  df'.siriiK4  a  greater  Subsidy  than  wap 
granted  by  the  lower  house;  hereupon  IH,  that 
wc  re  sent  as  committees  to  the  iord%  cama 
down,  and  informed  what  was  desired  by  thft 
upper  house  ;  namely  a  greater  Sub^y ;  aod^ 
to  that  end,  conference  to  be  had  with  them  of 
tlie  Cummonst  The  commons  thought  thcm^ 
selves  giieved  therewith,  and  so  returned  their 
answeri  That  they  would  consider  what  was 
meet  to  be  done  in  so  general  a  matter,  WC 
thought  the  conference  a  derogation  to  tbt 
privilege  of  tlie  house*  Hereupon  the  kiiy 
answered,  That  he  could  not,  neither  was  JK 
|ic  to  violate  tlie  pmilege  of  his  Commons,  but 
m  all  things  he  thought  it  just  to  prafer  thein.*' 
— The  court  party  were  very  earnest  for  tUif 
conference;  and  thereupon 

Sir  Hobcrt  CecU  spoke  again.  "  He  pot 
the  house  in  mind  of  the  great  and  urgent  ne* 
cessity,  for  the  speedy  prevention  and  avoiding 
of  the  great  and  imminent  perils  and  dangers 
of  this  realm  and  state,  to  be  effected  both  by 
consultation  and  also  by  proyision  of  treasure; 
and  thinketh  good  tliat  conference  of  tfaii 
house  were  had  with  the  LtHxls,  as  a  matter 
very  behooffijl :  especially  for  tliat  their  locd* 
ships,  some  of  tliem  being  of  her  maj.'s  privt 
council,  do  know  both  the  purposes  and  strength 
of  the  enemies  on  the  one  side,  and  also  her 
inaj.'s  present  store  of  treasure,  more  or  less^ 
on  the  other  side,  much  better  than  those  of 
tills  house  do.  Resolveth,  for  his  own  opi- 
nion, still  to  give  his  consent.  That  conforenoa 
be  had  therein  with  the  Lords,  by  the  conn 
mittccs  of.  this  house;  , according  to  their 
lurdship^s  said  former  motion  and  request  for 
the  same." 

Sir  Wtn,  Bninker  stood  up,  and,  "  He  re- 
citing the  said  great  present  necessity  of  con* 
saltation  and  provision,  and  that  it  cannot  b« 
othei-wise,  but  that  the  proportion  of  ooave* 
nient  supply  of  treasure,  answerable  to  tiia 
gUDatness  of  the  dangers  whidi  are  immineii^ 
must  needs  require  a  greater  mass^of  treasara 
to  be  had,  tlian  hath  been  as  yet  treated  of 
in  any  resoiution  by  this  house/' — Then  tht 
Speaker  put  the  question.  For  a  Coaforeaca 
or  uat  ?  And;  on  a  divisioa  of  Ui8  T 
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^fa  carried;  in  the  negative,  517  against  128. 
—After  this,  it  was  thought  proper  to  appoint 
%  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  Lords,  and  ac* 
cjuaint  them  with  then*  last  Rcfsolution,  in  as 
soft  terms  as  possible.  Who,  returning,  nmde 
report,  **  That  theii"  lordships  well  hoped  that 
this  house  would  have  granted  their  request. 
However,  they  desired  the  Commons  to  take 
due  care  for  a  speedy  and  q  prj>per  Supply, 
^cording  to  the  pressing  necos!<ity  ot*  the  sti^tc; 
*nd  to  see  the^5C  precedents  on  xvhich  tlic  con- 
ference wi^  denied.  But  this  matter  was  ai^ain 
resumed  the  nr'xt  d-.iy,  when 

Mr.  Beale  stood  up  and  desired  to  satisty 
the  house,  *<  By  reason  it  was  cx»ncc'i\  e- 1  by 
the  Lords  the  other  day,  that  upon  his  nioiion, 
find  hj  hb  precedent  shewed,  the  house  utis 
led  to  deny  a  conference  with  the  lords,  he 
acknowlecfged  he  had  mistaken  the  question 

Sropounded.  For  there  being  hut  a  ro;»ferencf 
esircd  by  the  Lords,  and  no  confirming  pf 
any  thing  they  had  done,  he  thought  we  might, 
luid  it  was  fit  we  should  confer.  And  to  this 
end  only,  he  shewed  the  pi-eccdcnt,  that  in 
^c  9th  of  Hen,  ^V^  the  Commons  having 
granted  a  Subsidy,  which  the  Lords  thought 
too  Kttle,  and  thev  agreed  to  <\  greater,  find 
would  have  the  (Jomroons  to  confirm  that 
which  they  had  dope;  this  the  Commons 
thought  they  could  not  do  without  prejudice 
to  this  house.  Wherefore  hp  acknowledged 
bimself  mistaken  io^  the  question,  and  desired 
^f  any  were  led  by  him,  to  be  satisfied,  for 
that  he  would  have  been  of  another  opi- 
nion if  he  hacj  conpciv^ic^  the  matter  as  it 
•was  meant,** 

Sir  Tho^  Heneage  «  propon nded  the  question 
^ew,  sLud  thought  that  with  the  privilege  of 
rtic  house,  and  by  precedents  to  be  shew<jd, 
there  had  been  conlerence  with  the  Ix^rd^i  used 
jf^pon  the  like  motion.*^ 

Sir  John  WoUejf  thought,  "  That  the  fonner 
denial  grew  upon  mistaking  of  the  ques^n, 
^d  upon  better  consideration  would-  have  the 
vintter-  reversed,  and  now  to  assent  to  that 
i^hich  was  denied  before.**^ 

Sir  Hen.  Knivftt  moved,  "  That  for  the 
freedom  of  the  house,  it  might  be  concluded 
amongst  tliem,  a  matter  answerable  at  the 
t>ar,  for  aiw  man  to  report  any  thing  of  any 
speech  used,  or  matters  done  in  this  house."^ 

Sir  Hen,  Upton  spake  **  in  defence  of  the  for-. 
mcr  proceedings  or  the  house,  iiuid showed  how 
it  had  proceeded ;  1st,  agreeing  to  a  double 
subsidy  and  four  15ths ;  this  being  offered,  and 
the  lords  tliinking  it  seemeif  little,  and  consi-. 
dcring  tiic  present  necessity,  the  lack  of  pay- 
ment of  subsidies,  and  the  true  rating  of  sub-<. 
^ies  over|^at  they  were  wont  to  be,  they  de- 
sired a  Conference  with  tlwj  Lower  ILoose, 
^ving  reasons  of  great  importance  for  a  greater 
aid ;  and  they  gave  us  a  taste  of  wimt  was 
l^eedful,  as  3  Subsidies  at  the  least ;  and  upon 
those  gi^at  causes  desired  a  conference  the 
next  day.  This  being  delivered  unto  the  bgtise 
by  one  of  the  committees  sent  to  the  Lords, 
liyc  lioQW  upon  consideration  thought  it  not  to 


stand  with  their  privilege  to  confer  wh^^  their 
lordships  in  matter  of  subsidies,  because  i^  vyas 
the  liberty  of  the  house  to  make  otier  tlienv*. 
selves  to,  her  maj,  And  in  regard  it  stood  not 
with  the  privilege  of  this  House  to  coiifer  witli 
the  Lords,  hereupon  they  advise  upon  an  an- 
swer to^  mack  unto  the  Lords,  wherein  they 
shoukt'give  them  thanks  tlmt  ihey  had  voucIh 
stifed  to  confer  with  tlicm  of  this  House;  but 
shexved,  t^at  with  the  privilege  of  the  house 
they  could  not  have  conference  with  tliem  in 
matter  of  Subsidy. — Further  he  thouglit  the 
House  much  injured,  chat  they  s4iom14  be  re* 
ported  to  be  against  the  Subsidy;  and  the  pa> 
tics  injured,  who  speaking  the  last  (hiy  against 
the  Subsidy,  their  usyn^cs  were  given  up,  an^ 
were  note(l  for  it  to  the  quoen.^— And  now 
my  motioix  is,  that  we  must  confer  with  thqi 
f^)rds  uj)un  the  Subsid}*,  but  not  in  any  sort  to 
he  conformed  therein  unto  theui.  And:  f«)r 
that  occasion  past,  he  desired  that  mr.  Speaker 
miirht  be  sent  and  report  the  truth  of  tha 
whole  master  anci  uxann^i^r  qi'  our  proceed* 
ings." 

S^r  Hotert  CeciY' said>  "  I  desire  now  I  may 
he  somewhat  long,  because  I  must  inchide  au 
answer  to  3  speeches.    Those  2  hon.  persons 
that  sit  above,  the  ope  of  them  declared  the 
true  state  of  the  question,  tiic  other  whajt  was 
fit  we  should  do.     But  my  apswer  shall  tcnj 
only  to  ^hose.tales  that  followed.    The  1st  was 
a  kmd  of  satisfaction  for  a  former  mistaking; 
but  in  the  samp  satisfaction,  a  new  mistukin*; 
was  also;  which  was  by  way  of  information, 
casting  ip  mto  the  hoMse,  that  the  qyeen  should 
seen)  to  demand  3  Subsidies.     Now  the  queeu, 
never  demanded  3,  nor  1.     So  there  is  a,  new 
mistaking  addiHl  to  the  former  satisfaction. — 
1  h^  2nd  man's  motion  thus  far  I  allow,  That 
the  counsel  of  thi^  house  be  secretly  kept,  ancl^ 
that  nothing  lie  r^ortcd  tn  malam  partem: 
but  if  his  meaning  be,  that  we  nwvy  ndt  im-i 
part  any   thing  that  is  done  here   unto  tho. 
queen,  but  thap  i^l  things  must  be  secret  from 
her,  I  am  altoffcther  against  it.    This  only  I* 
should  desire,  wliat  ought  to  bo  observed,  lljnt 
nothing  oiight  to.be  reported  unto  her  in  nw-*^ 
lum  partem. — ^The  3rd  man's  motion  consisted', 
of  3-  points.     The  h>t  was  news,  the  2nd  was 
history,  and*  t^e  3d   and  last  a  motion.     His 
new  s  was,  that  men's  names  were  given  up  to  ^ 
the  queen.     This  was  news.     For  I*  beard  it 
no^  before.    The  history  was  a  latge  report  of^ 
the  progresis  of  this  mutter.     His  motion  was, 
that  we  should  confer. with  tlic  Lords  about  a 
Subsidy,   but  not  conclude  a.  Subsidy  with 
then).  *  His   manner  seems  contrary   to    his 
mcaaiug,  or  else  is  more  than  ever  was  meant  ^ 
for  it  was  never  desired  of  us  by  the  lords^ 
that  we  should  coufer  witli  them  about  a  Sub- 
sidv.'^ 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  spate  next  and  moved, 
**  That  seing  the  division  of  the  house  tho* 
last  day  grew,  as  be  conceived,  upon  the  mis* 
taking  of  the  question ;  and  that  ^nce  some 
had  reported  unto  him,  that  had  the  questior^ 
been  propounded;  Whether  they  should  oiU;K 
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yield  to  a  conference  in  general  with  the  Lords,  feet  will  comi^aki  of  too  heary  a  b<x|y  ;  that 
they  would  not  have  been  against  it ;  therefore  is  to  be  feared.  If  the  feet  knew  their  streogtb 
he  desired  mv.  Speaker  to  put  it  to  the  ques-  as  well  as  we  know  their  oppression,  they 
tion.  Whether  tliey  should  confer  wiih  tlie  ,  would  not  bear  as  they  do.  But  to  answer 
Lords  generally  or  not,  without  naming  a  Sub-  ;  them,  it  suihccth  that  the  time  requireth  its 
sidy?"  1  his  motion  being  welllikcd,  bir  Wal- !  and  in  a  prince  power  will  command.  To 
tcr  was  desired  by  the  house,  to  repeat  it  ,  satisty  them,  they  cannot  think  we  overcharge 
again,  thai  so  it  might  be  the  better  heard  of  them,  when  we  charge  ourselves  with  tbem 
liiem  all.  And  thereupon  he  said,  "  That  j  and  above  them :  but  if  notliiug  will  satibfj 
touching  the  aforesaid  question  which  had  re-  1  them,  our  doings  are  sufficient  to  bind  them, 
ceived  a  No  upon  Saturday  last,  be  would  not  }  If  the  multitudes  of  parliaments  be-  reineok- 
make  it  a  question  again,  for  by  the  order  of  j  bcred  heretofore,  many  subsidies  now  in  one 
the  house  he  could  not:  but  propounded  this  pari,  coiuiot  seem  burthensome.  The  more 
Cor  a  new  queijtion  in  these  or  the  like  words,  !  laws  we  make,  the  less  liberty  we  have  to 
Whether  tlje  house  would  be  pleased  to  have  ourselves.  And  now  one  word  for  myself,  if 
general  conference  with  the  Lords,  touching  j  my  speech  hath  offended,  excuse  me,  1  will 
tlie  great  and  imminent  dangers  of  the  reahn  j  not  often  trouble  you  hereafter." 
and  state,  and  the  present  necessary  supply  It  was  not  till  the  22d  day  of  Mareb,  that 
of  treasury  to  be  provided  speedily  for  the  j  tlje  Commons  brought  the  matter  to  a  condu- 
aame,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  nc-  I  sion;  and  then  the  hill  for  a  Grant  of  3  entire 
cessity  ?"  Whieh  said  q^uuslion  being  pro-  Subsidies  and  six  loihs  and  lOths,  was  read  a 
pounded  unto  "the  house,  it  >Kas  assented  unto  j  tliird  time  and  passed  upon  the  question, 
accordingly  by  tliem  all  without  any  negative        A  ^lesstiffe  from  the  Queen,  by  the  S^raktr, 


Whereupon  the  fonner  committee,  appoint-  , 
cd  for  conference  with  the  Lords,  were  pre-  I 
Scntly  sent  up  to  acqnaiut  their  lordships  of 
tliis  last,  resolution.  Who  appointed  the  next 
day  fur  tiie  conference.  On  that  day,  before 
the  mtcting,  tiie  Commons  went  upon  this 
affair  a42;am;  add,  after  many  more  speeches 
and  altercations,  a  subsequent  resolution  was 
agreed  to  by  the  whole  house;  Tluit  their  com- 
mittee should  have  authority  to  coufef  TviUi 
that  of  the  Lords,  in  a  general  way,  concernijig 
dangers  and  remedies  to  be  provided  against : 
but  not  in  any  way  to  conclude  or  resolve 
on  any  thing  in  the  said  conference,  particu- 
larly ;  without  the  farther  privity  and  as^e^t  of 
the  whole  house,  on  the  report  to  be  roadfeLo 
tliem  of  their  proceedings.  One  of  the  speeches, 
made  on  the  occasion  of  this  rcsolucion,  is  too 
remarkable  to  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Fulk  Grevile  said,  "  There  are  two 
scruples  in  this  house,  which  I  would  gladly 
-saiily ;  the  one  the  Privilege  of  the  house, 
the  other  the  Poverty  of  the  people.  For  pre- 
cedents they  are  but  cxitmplos  of  things  pnsC. 
l^ow  every  example  ought  to  be  stronger  than 
the  thing  we  fear:  for  if  the  thing  be  •other- 
wise, and  our  necestity  greater,  the  former  do- 
iiijjS  ai'e  no  rules  to  ns.  And  so  precedents  as 
tjiey  ai-e  not  to  be  rejected,  so  they  ought  not 
4x)  be  eternal.  For  the  poverty  of  our  coun- 
try, we  have  no  reason  to  think  it  poor;  our 
sumpiuousness  iu  appaicl,  in  plate,  and  in  all 
things,  argueth  cur  riches.     And  our  dearth  of 


forbidding  the  Comniotis  to  meddle  witk  the 
S.ute  or  the  Church,]  Feb.  27,  the  day  after 
the  Supply  was  moved  for,  mr.  Morrice,  at- 
torney of  the  court  of  wards,  a  place  under 
the  crown,  stood  up  and  moved  tiie  house 
toucliiugthe  abuses  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts: 
the  I. ill  was  after  debate  delivered  to  tlie 
Speaker's  care,  to  prevent  giving  offence  to 
the  (jueen  :  but  the  matter  did  not  rest  here ; 
for,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  ihc 
Speaker  was  sent  for  to  court;  and,  on  the 
next,  he  stood  np  and  said,  Ue  had  a  Mes- 
sage to  deliver  from  hcr^lajcsty  to  the  Houses 
winch  he  gave  in  these  words: 

**  Yestertlay  a  great  member  of  this  house, 
after  a  speech  used,  and  his  reasons  laid  forth, 
delivered  two  bills  unto  me ;  whicli  bills,  though 
not  being  road,  yet  vvere  diversely  spoken  o£ 
1  hey  being  long,  and  the  matters  ^rave  and 
of  great  importance,  and  the  day  being  almost 
spent,  I  desired  further  time  to  consider  of 
these  bills.  I  humbly  thank  this  hon.  house, 
time  was  granted  me  fieely,  it  being  almost 
12  of  the  clock.  I  have  perused  and  read 
both  of  the  bills ;  I  have  them  al>oue  me,  and 
they  have  been  continually  with  me  ever 
since  they  were  delivered  to  me ;  never  any 
man  saw  them,  nor  ever  any  man's  eye  more 
than  my  own  ever  saw  one  word  of  tlicm.  A' 
liitlc  alter  I  had  perused  the  bills,  I  was  sent 
for  by  a  special  messenger  from  her  roaj.: 
coining  in  her  royal  presence,  I  was  com* 
inanded  to  dehvcr  tliese  words  from  her  most 
excellent  maj.  unto  the  body  of  the  realm  (for 


every  thiag  amongst   u*,  sheweth  plenty  of   so  she  termed  this  house:)  the  matter  I  hare 

"»...  .» J  .-:  j.^  bpeak  is  great,  yea,  it  is  the  greatest  mattei* 

I  ever  had  to  deal  in ;  wherefore  I  pray  God 
diiect  Mentcm  et  linguam  hanc,  I  must  be 
sliort,  for  her  ms^.^s  words  were  not  many; 
and  I  may  perhaps  fail  in  the  delivery  of  them : 
for  though  my  auditors  he  great,  yet  who  is  so 
impudent  that  tlie  presence  of  such  a  mai. 
wou(d  not  appaic  him?  And  it  did  great^ 
ifi^  m<^  wh«u  I  did  see  none  of  the^hon^ 


money.  Bur,  it  i^  said,  our  countries  are  poor, 
and  we  must  respect  tliem  that  sent  us  hither. 
Why,  so  we  must  also  remember  who  called 
us  hither.  This  cause  is  hard ;  for  there  is 
necesuty  against  necessity,  danger  against 
danger,  and  inward  discontent  against  out>- 
ward  forces.  The  pooi;  are  grieved  by  being 
overcharged;  this  mast  be  helped  by  increas- 
ing our  own  buiihen ;  for  otl^erwise  the  w  eok 
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Jiersons,  in  her  presence,  who  wore  present 
ml  the  holding  of  the  matter  in  this  house ;  yet 
so  God  h^  his  providence  had  appointed  it, 
that  even  in  this  while  caine  in  some  of  the 
persojis  here  present,  who,,  if  I  fail  in  deliver- 
ing what  was  given  me  in  charge,  can  report 
it  unto  you:  and  I  am  glad  Umt  tliere  are 
witnesses  with  me  in  this  action,  what  was  my 
iaithful  service  for  the  house.  I  protest  a 
greater  comfort  never  hefel  me,  tlian  that  this 
my  inte^ity  and  faithful  promise  to  this  house, 
is  not  violated;  for  her  maj.  in  Jier  most  gi-a- 
cious  wisdom,  before  my  coming,  determined 
not  to  press  me  in  this,  neither  indeed  did  she 
require  the  bill  of  me ;  for  this  only  she  re- 
quired of  me,  *  What  were  the  things  spoken 
of  by  the  house?'  which  points  I  only  de- 
livered, as  they  that  heard  me  can  tell.  The 
Message  delivered  me  from  her  maj.  con^is^tli 
of  3  thinjgs ;  1st,  the  End  for  which  the  pari. 
was  called.  2dly,  tlie  Speech  which  her  maj. 
used  by  my  lord  keeper.  Sdly,  what  her  Plea- 
sure and  Commandment  now  is.  For  tlie  1st, 
'  It  is  in  me  and  my  4)ower'  (I  speak  now  in 
her  raaj/s  person)  '  to  call  parliaments;  and 
it  is  in  my  power  to  'end  and  determine  the 
same ;  it  is  m  my  power  to  assent  or  dissent 
to  any  thing  done  in  pari.'  The  calling  of 
thii  pari,  was  only  that  the  maj.  of  God  might 
be  more  religioiLsly  served;  and  those  that 
neghjcc  this  service  might  be  compelled  by 
some  sharper  means  to  a  more  due  obedience, 
and  more  true  service  of  God,  than  there  hath 
beeo  hitherto  used.  And  further,  tliat  the 
fcafety  of  her  muj.*s  person,  and  of  tlie  realm, 
might  be  by  all  means  provided  for  against  our 

freat  enemies  the  Pope  and  the  king  of  Spain. 
Icr  maj.'s  most  excellent  pleasure  being  then 
delivered  unto  us  by  the  lord-keeper,  it  was 
not  meant  we  should  meddle  with  Matters  of 
State,  or  in  causes  Ecclesiastical ;  (for  so  her 
maj.  termed  them.)  She  wondered  *  that  any 
would  be  of  so  high  Commandment  to  at- 
tempt' (I  use  her  (iwn  words)  *  a  thing  con- 
traiT  to  that  which  she  hath  so  expressly  for- 
bklden;'  wherefore,  with  this  she  was  highly 
displeased^  And  because  the  words,  then 
spoken  by  my  lord-keeper,  are  not  now  per- 
haps well  remembered,  or  some  be  now  here, 
tliat  were  not  there;  her  maj.'s  present  charge 
and  express  command  is,  *  That  no  bills  touch- 
ing matters  of  State,  or  reformation  in  causes 
Ecclesiastical,  be  exhibited.'  And,  upon  my 
allegiance,  I  am  commanded,  if  any  such  bill 
be  exhibited,  not  to  read  it." — ^Thus  the  bill 
was  quashed,  and  mr.  Morrice,  the  mover  of 
it,  being  also  sent  for  to  court,  the  same  day 
he  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  sir  John 
Fortcscue,  chanc.  of  the  exchequer. 


The  Speaker's  Speech  to  the  Queen  at  the 
Close  of  t lie  Sessio/ii]  Apnl  10,  the  Queen 
came  to  the  House  of  Lords;  and  the  Com- 
mons being  called  up,  the  Speaker,  on  dejiveiv- 
ing  the  bills,  made  the  foUowhig  most  elaborate 
Speech  on  the  Dignity  and  A^itiquity  of  Par- 
Uimeats  :'^"  The  hijjh  court  of  pari,  most  high 
^  mighty  prince,  is  (be  greatest  and  most 


I 


ancient  court  withiii  this  your  realm.  For  be- 
fore the  Conquest  in  ti»e  hij;h  places  of  th*- 
West-Saxons,  we  read  of  a  pari,  holden ;  and 
since  the  Conquest  they  have  been  holden  hf 
all  your  noble  predecessors  kings  of  England. — : 
In  the  time  of  the  We»t-*^a\ons  a  pari,  tvjtt 
holden  by  the  noble  king  lua,  by  tl»ese  words ; 
*  I,  Ina,  king  of  the  Wes'.-Saxons,  have  caused 
all  my  Fatherhood,  Aldermen  and  wibcst  Com- 
mons, with  the  godly  uitii  of  my  kiu^dom,tdcon- 
sult  of  weighty  matters,  &c.'  Which  words  do 
plainly  shew  all  the  parts  of  this  high  court  stiU 
obseri  ed  to  this  day.  For  by  king  Ina  is  your 
maj.'s  most  royal  person  repre^nted.  The 
Fatherhood,  in  ancient  time,  were  these  which 
we  call  bps.  and  still  we  call  them  rev.  Fathers^ 
an  ancient  and  chief  part  of  our  state. — By 
Aldermen  were  meant  your  noblemen.  For 
so  honourable  was  tlie  word  Aldenuan  in  mo- 
cicnt  time^  that  the  nobility  only  were  called 
Aldermen. — 13y  Wisest  Commons  is  meant  and 
signiHt'd  knights  and  burgesses,  and  so  is  your 
maj.'s  writ  *  de  discretion  bus  &  magis  sutfici- 
entibus.' — By  Godliost  Men  is mttaut your  cop^ 
vocation-houte.''  It  coiisirtcth  of  such  as  are 
devoted  to  religion.  And  as  godliest  men  do 
consult  of  weightiest  matters,  so  is  your  high* 
ness's  writ  ftt  this  day  *  pro  quibusdam  arduis 
&  urgentibus  negotiis,  nos,  statmn  &  defensi- 
ouem  regni  nostri  &  ecclcsia;  tangcntibus.' — 
Your  highness's  wisdom  and  exceeding  judg- 
ment with  all-gareful  Providence  needed  not 
our  councils :  but  yet  so  urgent  causes  there 
were  of  this  pari,  so  important  considei'ations, 
as  that  we  may  say  (for  that  we  cannot  judge) 
never  pari,  was  so  needful  as  now,  nor  any  sq 
honourable  as  this.  If  I  may  be  bold  to  say 
it,  I  must  presume  .to  say  that  which  hath  beea 
often  said  (but  what  is  well  s;\id  cannot  be  too 
often  spoken)  this  sweet  council  of  ours  I 
would  compare  to  that  sweet  Commonwealth 
of  the  little  bees : 

*  Sic  enini  parvis  componere  magna  solebnm.' 
The  little  bees  have  but  one  governor  whom 
they  all  serve,  he  is  their  king,  *  quia  latera 
habet  latiora;'  he  is  placed  in  the  midst  ot 
their  habitations, '  ut  in  tutissima  turn.'  Thej 
forage  abroad,  sucking  honey  from  every  flower 
to  bring,  to  their  kin^^.  '  Ignavum  fucospecui 
a  pnesepibus  arccni.'  The  drones  they  drive 
away  out  of  their  hives,  *  non  habentcs  aculeos.'^ 
And  whoso  iissaik  their  king,  in  him  *  immit- 
tunt  aculeos,  Sc  tamcn  rex  ipse  est  sine  aculeo.* 
— ^Your  maj.  is  that  princely  governor  and  no- 
ble queen,  whom  we  all  serve  ;  being  proteclicdi 
under  the  shadow  of  your  wings  we  live,  and 
wish  you  may  ever  sit  upon  your  throne  ovcrv, 
us.  And  whosoever  shall  not  say  Amen,  for 
them  we  pray  *  ut  conrertantur  ne  pereaut,  & 
ut  confundantur  ne  nocea^nt.*  Undci*  your 
happy  govt,  we  live  upon  bonipy,  Me  suck  upon 
every  sweet  flower :  but  where  the  bee  suckcth 
honey,  there  also  the  spider  dri^weth  poison. 
Some  such  venoms  there  be.  Bi^t  sucii  drones 
and  door  bees  wo  will  expel  the  nive  and  serve 
your  m^.  and  withstand  any  ^ncmy  that  shall 
assau^  you,    Om'  kiAds,  our  ^oodi,  our  livoy 
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ccssfty,  and  grant  of  nkJ,  had  jccmcd  to  regfutf 
their  country,  and  mtide  their  neccsftkf  norm 
than  it  was;'  fon^cfiing  the  urgent  necessity  of 
the  time,  and  dan«rif  rlmt^vrrc  now  iiniuinenu 
— ^I'lmt  her  maj.  would  not  hare  the  people 
feared  with  a  report  of  great  dani^cr?,  but  ra- 
thfer  to  )>c  enroiira«!ed  with  boldness  against 
the  enemies  of  the  j^tate.  And  Umt  therefore 
she  straitly  charpcd  and  commanded  that  the 
mustered  coaipanies  m  every  shire  should  be 
supplied,  if  they  were  decayed  :  and  that  thchr 
provisions  of  ainnour  and  muukion  shouW  be 
better  than  heretotore  it  hath  beeri  used. — : 
That  for  this  offer  of  3  Subsidies,  her  roaj^ 
most  graeioubly,  in  all  kiiidiiess,  thanketh 
her  subject*^:  hat  except  it  were  freely  and 
willinglv  civcn,  she  did  not  accept  of  it;  for 
her  maj,  never  ncceptetb  any  tiling  tiiat  is  hoc 
frcily  giwn.— ^That  if  the  coffers  of  herm^/s 
treasures  were  not  empty,  or  if  tho  revenues  of 
the  crown  and  other  princely  ornaments  coulj 
suffice  to  supply  her  wants  and  the  charges  of 
the  realm,  on  the  word  of  a  prince  she  doth 
pronounce  it,  she  would  ift)t  hare  charged  her 
subjects,  nor  hive  accepted  of  tliis  they  give 
her." 

T/ie  Queen's  Speech  on  dlisnlving  the  Parf.J^ 
Then,  after  some  little  intcrmissioft,  the  Queen, 
heing  set  in  her  Chair  of  State,  spoke  as  Ibl- 
lows :— "  1  his  kingdom  hath  had  many  wise, 
noble,  and  victorious  princes,  I  will  not  com- 
pare with  any  of  them  in  wisdom,  fortitude, 
and  other  virtues ;  but  saving  tlie  dut)r  of  a 
child,  that  is  not  to  compare  with  his  ththcr, 
in  love,  care,  sincerity,  and  justice,  I  will  com- 
pare with  anv  prince  that  ever  you  had,  or 
ihall  have.  *It  may  be  thought  simnlicity  in 
ne,  that  all  this  time  of  ray  reign  I  have  mt 
jouc;ht  to  advance  my  territories,  and  enlarge 
jnv  dominions ;  for opnortunity  hath  sencd  me 
to' do  it.  I  acknowlcnge  my  womanhood  and 
weakness  in  that  respect.  Bat  it  hath  not 
been  the  hardness  to  obtain,  or  doubt  how  ta 
keep  the  thin2;s  so  obtained,  that  only  twth 
with!ield  me  from  these  attempts:  my  mind 
was  never  to  invade  my  neifijhbours,  or  to  nst]r|t 
over  any.  I  am  contented  to  reign  over  ror 
own,  and  to  rule  as  a  just  prince.  Yet  th«. 
king  of  Spain  doth  challenge  me  to  be  th«t 
quarrellcr,  and  the  beginner  of  all  these  wars. 
He  doth  me  the  gi-catest  wrong  that  can  be  ; 
for  my  conscience  doth  not  accuse  m^  thoughts, 
wherein  I  have  done  him  the  least  injarjr;  sa 
that  I  am  persuaded  in  my  conscience,  W  he 
knew  what  I  know,  he  would  be  sorry  hiraseir 
for  the  wrong  he  hath  done  me.  I  fear  not  alh 
his  threntenmgs,  his  great  preparations  and 
mighty  forces  do  not  stir  me :  for  though  he 
come  against  me  with  a  greater  power  than 
ever  was  his  Invincible  Navy,  I  doubt  not  but. 
(God  assisting  me,  upon  whom  I  always  trust) 
I  shall  be  able  to  defeat  him  and  overtbroir 
hhn ;  for  my  cause  is  just.  I  heard  say,  when 
he  first  attempted  his  last  invasion,  some  npoo 
the  sea  coiists  forsook  tlieir  towns  and  fled  up 
higher  into  the  country,  and  left  all  naked  ani^ 
exposed  to  his  catraDCCt  but  I  swear  tiM< 


•re  prostrate  at  your  feet  to  be  commanded. 
Yea,  and  (thanked  be  God,  and  honour  be  to 
your  maj,  tWr  it)  such  is  the  power  and  force 
of  your  subiecti*,  Uint  of  their  own  strength 
they  are  able  to  encounter  your  greatest  ene- 
mies. And  though  we  be  such,  yet  have  we  a 
prince  that  is  *  sine  aculeo ;'  so  full  of  tliat 
clemency  is  your  maj.  I  fear  I  have  been  too 
Ion",  and  therefore  to  come  now  to  your  I^iws. 
— ^ihe  I^aws  we  have  conferred  upon  this  ses- 
won  of  so  honourable  a  pari,  are  of  two  na- 
tttres ;  the  one  such  as  have  life  but  are  ready 
to  die,  except  your  maj.  breathe  life  into  them 
again ;  the  other  are  laws  that  never  had  life, 
bnt,  being  void  of  life,  do  come  to  yourmnj.  to 
•eck  life. — ^Tho  first  sort  are  those  laws  that  had 
contiiHuinccs  until  this  pari,  and  are  now  to 
receive  new  life  or  are  to  die  for  ever.  The 
other,  tliat  1  term  capable  of  life,  are  those* 
which  are  newly  -made,  but  have  no  essence 
until  your  maj.  <;iveth  thcui  life.— Two  laws 
tlicreare,  but' I  must  give  the  honour  where  it 
h  due ;  tor  they  come  from  the  noble  w\<c 
Lords  of  the  upper  house  ;  the  most  hon.  and 
Wi>«ficial  laws  that  could  be  desired:  the  one 
s^  Coillinnation  of  all  letters  Patents,  from 
your  inaj.'s  most  noble  father,  of  all  Eccle- 
siastical Livings,  which  that  king  took  from 
those  supcrniiious  roonuiiteries  and  priories, 
and  translated  them  to  the  erecting  and  setting 
iip'of  many  foundations  of  Cathedral  C^hnrchcs 
and  Colleges,  greatly  furthering  the  mainte- 
nance of  learning  and  true  religion. — ^Tlie  other 
law  to  suppress  the  obstinate  Recusant  and 
the  dangerous  sectary,  both  very  pernicious  to 
your  govt.— Lastly,  your  loving  and  obedient 
wbjecis,  the  Commons  of  the  lower  house, 
humbly  and  with  all  dutiful  thanks,  stand  bound 
unto  your  gracious  goodness  for  your  general 
And  large  Pardon  granted  unto  them,  wherein 
mjiny  gi-eat  offence^  are  pardoned.  But  it  exr 
tendcth  only  to  offences  done  ^)ctb^e  the  pari. 
1  have  many  ways,  since  the  beginning  of  this 
pari,  by  icnorance  and  insufficiency  to  perform 
Oiat  which  I  should  have  done,  offended  your 
«iaj.;  1  therefore  most  humbly  crave  to  be 
parukerof  your  maj.'s  most  gracious  pardon." 
27ie  Lord  Keeper^s  Anaoer,^  The  Lord 
Keeper  ha\'ing  received  instructions  from  the 
Qaeen^  answered  tho  Spejdcer  to  the  following 
eflfect :— "  That  her  maj.  did  roost  graciously 
mccept  of  these  services  and  devotions  of  this 
pari.;  cmnroending  them  that  Uiey  had  em- 
ployed the  time  so  w^ll  and  spent  it  in  so  ne- 
cessary aJfairs,  s^ve  only  that  in  some  things 
diey  had  spent  more  time  than  needed.  But 
•he'perceivcd  that  some  men  did  it  more  for 
their  satisfaction  than  the  necessity  of  the  thing 
deserved.  She,  misliked  abo  that  such  irro- 
Tcrence  was  shewed  towards  privy  counsellors, 
who  were  not  to  be  acoounterf  as  common 
knights  and  burgesses  of  the  house,  that  are 
counsellors  only  during  the  pari.;  whereas  the 
dlher  are  standing  counsellors,  and  for  their 
wisdom  and  great  service  are  called  to  the 
council  of  the  stale. — ^That  the  Queen  had 
heard  that  &om«rmei^in  the  cause  of  great  ne- 
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^oUf  by  God,  if  I  knew  tliosc  persons,  or  mav 
know  of  auy  that  shall  do  so  ucrcattcr,  I  will 
anake  them  know  and  feel  what  it  is  to  be  so 
fearful  in  m>  urjfeAt  a  cause. — Tlie  Subsidy  you 
^ve  lae  I  accept  thankfully,  if  you  give  ine 
ycfur  good-will  with  it ;  but  if  the  necessity  of 
tlie  time  and  your  pi-cscrvatious  did  not  require 
it,  I  nould  refuse  lU  13ut  let  nje  tell  you,  the 
sum  is  not  so  much,  but  that  it  is  needful  for  a 
priitce  CO  have  so  much  always  lyiug  hi  her 
colters  for  your  defence  in  time  of  need,  and 
not  be  driven  to  get  it  when  slie  should  us<^  itx 
•—You  that  are  Ueuteoauttf  and  gentlemen  of 
comiaand  in  vour  countries,  I  require  you  to 
Cake  cure  and^pc^ial  order,  that  the  people  be 
well  armed, .  and  in  readiness  upon  all  occa*- 
ttious. — ^You  that  be  judges  and  justices  of 
peace,  I  command  and  straitly  charge  you,  that 
^u^see  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  und  tliHjt 
^*ou  make  them  living  laws  when  we  have  put 
ife  into  them." — After  this  speech  ended,  and 
the  bills  pa:»sed,  tlic  lurd  keeper,  by  her  maj/s 
comuuuid,  dissolved  this  pari. 

A  new  Furl,  i-ailcd.]  A  new  purl,  was  called 
to  meet,  at  Westmuutdi*,  on  the  24th  of  Oct. 
159r.  On  die  ^t  day  of  the  meeting,  the 
Queen  being  present,  uie  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal,  then  sir  Tho,  Egertoo,  by  her 
mai/s  cuuunand,  declared  the  cause  of  the 
tuinoKons,  in  these  words : 

The  Lord  Keeper*^  Speeclu'\  **  The  queen's 
most  excellent  maj.  my  most  gracious  and 
dread  sovereign,  hath  commanded  ine  to  de> 
clare  unto  you,  my  lords  imd  othciis  hero  pre- 
sent, the  causes  which  have  moved  her  bi^h< 
mess  to  summon  tliis  pari,  at  tliis  time;  which 
before  I  can  express,  I  must  confess  truly, 
tliat  the  royal  presence  of  her  maj.  the  view 
<t{  your  kirdsliips  and  this  Iwu,  assembly,  to~ 
gether  with  tlie  consideration  of  the  weighti- 
,jiess  ot'  tlui  service,  and  of  my  own  weaknt^ 
4iodi  much  appale  me,  and  cause  me  to  tear. 
Wliercfore,  if,  either  tlirough  fear  I  forget,  or 
-through  my  many  wants  and  impertccticms  I 
tail,  to  perform  that  duty  which  is  required;  I 
-do  most  humbly  crave  piu*don  of  her  maj.  und 
beseech  your  lordsliips  to  hear  with  me.  The 
.ercat  priucely  care  which  her  highness  now 
hath,  as  heretofore  she  hath  ever  had,  to  pro> 
4erVc  her  kingdoms  in  peace,  and  safe  from  nil 
,lbreigu  attempts,  hath  caused  licr,  at  this  prc^ 
«cnt,  to  assemble  tliia  lion,  and  great  council 
at'  ber  realm,  to  advise  of  tlie  best  and  most 
needful  means  whereby  to  continue  this  her 
peaceable .  and  happy  govt,  and  to  withstand 
the  malice  of  her  mighty  and  implacable 
eaemy;  which  hitherto,  by  the  space  of  many 
years,  Uirough  her  pmvident  and  princely 
mclom,  hatlx  been  performed,  to  the  great 
•nd  inestimable  benefit  of  her  subjects,  as 
that  tlie  smplest  of  them  could  not  but  see, 
«od  'tk%  wisest  but  admire  their  happiness 
thecciAj  the  whole  realm  etijoving  peace  in 
«l|  security,  while  oiu*  xutighbour-countries 
bavc  beq^  torn  in  pieces,  and  tormented  with 
<cniel  and  bioocW  wars.  This  her  maj.  is 
gjn^m^i  C9  ascribe  (9  th«  great  power  and 


infinite  mercy  of  tlie  Ahaighty :  and  themfor*. 
it  shall  well  become  us  all,  most  tliankfully^ 
upon  the  knees  of  our  hvarts,  to  acknowledge 
no  less  unto  His  holy  name ;  .who,  of  his  in- 
tinite  goodness,  still  preserve  her  highness^ 
and  send  her  many  years  more  over  us^  in  aU 
liappincss,  to  reign.  In  diis  her  blessed  Eovt. 
lier  higlmesb's  chief  care  and  regard  ot  all, 
hath  been  of  the  honour  and  service  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  true  religion  might  be  planted 
and  entertained  in  the  hearts  of  the  people^ 
through  all  the  parts  of  lier  realm ;  nnd  as 
well  in  that  behalf,  as  for  the  peace  and  her 
netit  of  her  subjects,  slie  hath,  from  timet^ 
lime,  established  many  good  laws  to  meet 
with  the  disorders,  and  to  punish  the  offencea 
of  wicked  and  ungodly  ineu  ;  that  contiauing 
in  tlieir  b^d  ways,  they  may  not  be  hardened 
and  go  forward  in  their  wickeduc»s :  for  <  lUoi^ 
in  peccat;o  dat  incitsmentum  sceleri/  And 
whereas  die  number  of  die  l^ws  already  inadjK 
are  very  great,  some  also  of  them  being  ul>- 
soletc  and  worn  out  of  use;  otiiers  idle  and, 
vain,  serving  to  no  purpose :  some  aga  n  over 
heavy  and  too  severe  for  the, oifencc;  otj^i:^ 
too  loose  and  slack  for  the  faults  they  are  t» 
punish ;  and  many  of  ihein  so  full  of  ditHeulr 
ties  to  be  understood,  that  they  cause  niatiT 
controversies :  you  ore  therefore  to  enOsr  iiM 
a  due  consideration  ofi  the  said<  laws;  Bfi4 
where  you  find  superlluity,  to  prime  and  cut 
ofi';  where  defect,  to  su);()ly ;  and  where  nn^ 
biguity,  to  explain ;  that  they  be  not  burtheiH 
some,  but  profitable  to  the  commonwealth: 
which  being  a  service  of  inl[)ortance>'aud  vetf 
needful  to  be  required,  yet  is  nothing  to  be 
regarded,  if  due  means  be  not  hud  ta.witl»< 
stand  the  malice  and  force  of  those  pro(e^aed 
enemies  which  seek  the  destruction  of  the." 
whole  state.  This,  before  all,  and  above  jJl^ 
is  to  be  thought  cf,  mid  with  most  codeavour 
aiKi  care  to  be  provided  fur:  for  in  vain  are 
laws  made,  and  to  little  purpose  do  the*r 
serve,  be  they  never  so  gi>oa,  if"  sucJi  prevail 
as  go  about  to  make  a  conquest  of  the  king" 
dom,  ;md  destruction  of  tlie  people.  AVaoi 
herctolbrc  were  Wont  to  bo  made  eitlierfOiit 
of  ambition  to  inlart2.e  dominisms,  of.  oat  o£ 
revenge  to  re«[uitc  injuries;  bu&.dus. aaainsfi 
us  is  not  so:  m  this  tlie-haly  reltgiou  €4  God 
is  souiJ^ht  to  be  rooted  out,  the  whole  reahn  to 
be  suljdued,  and  the  precious  life  of  hfir  exf^ 
celliiit  maj.  to  be  taken  away;  which  bithertov 
by  the  powerful  hand  and  great  goodness  (4^ 
tlie  Almighty,  have  been  prcsei'ved,  maugre 
the  Devil,^the  Pope,  the  Spanhtli  tyrant^  and 
all  tlie  miscl)ievous  designs  of  all  her  eoeimes. 
Wherefore  it  is  high  time  that  this  be  looked 
into,  and  that  noway  be  left  unsought,  nor 
means  unysed,  that  may  serve  for  defence 
thereof,  her  maj.  hath  not  spared  to  disburs* 
a  moss  of  treasure,  and  to  sell  her  laiui  ibr 
ihe  maintenance  of  her  armies  by  sea  und 
land,  whersbv,  with  such  smnll  helps  as  frotA 
her  > subjects  nath  been  yir^idcd,  slio  hath  d^ 
fended  aixl  kept  safe  her  dOtninions  firomafi 
such  forcible  attempt*  as  lave  |;L*eQ  pudei 
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«pfakK  being  still  to  be  performed  by  mfmite 
chftrge,hermnj.  notwithstanding  beers  nothing 
Itmre  unwHiingly  than  of  Aids  and  Subsidies 
-to  be  received  if om  |»er  people ;  though  %vhat 
•he  doth  receive,  she  doth  oaretully  be«it<w, 
wul  ittfinkely  more  of  her  own.  Ttie  taxa- 
tions at  this  day,  hovrsoever  they  seem,  are 
aothiag  so  great  as  heretofore,  in  the  reij^s  of 
Ibroier  kings,  they  have  been.  In  the  tune  of 
l^w.  111.  and  the  two  next  before  him,  and 
those  three  which  suc^pet^d  neit  at\er  him, 
^e  payments  of  tlie  Commons  then  did  fkr 
exceed  nuy  that  have  been  since  her  maj.'s 
veign;  which  is  of  record  in  the  histories  of 
ihosc  tones  to  be  seen  :  but  never  cause  so 

reat  to  employ  petit  sums  of  money  ns  now. 
ow  ttierefofe  you  are  to  consider  liow  to 
provide  ueedfbl  and  convenient  Aid,  in  some 
measure  to  maintain  and  support  her  maj.^s 
(charge  which  at  present  she  is  at,  and  is  to 
l0Ofitn>oe  at,  for  the  defence  of  the  realm, 
tie  enmiot  be  well  advised,  which  in  this  case 
%vill  not  be  forward  to  contribute  and  l>estow 
whatsoever  he  hath:  for  if^  with  tlic  common- 
^THdth  it  goes  not  welt,  well  it  cannot  be  with 
«ny  private  or  particular  person.  That  being 
in  danger,  lie  that  woulo  seek  then  to  lay  up 
Ireasure  mid  enrich  himself,  should  be  lilce  to 
^im  tftat  would  busie  himself  to  beautify  his 
lioase,  when  the  city  wherein  he  dwelleth  is 
4N%  fire ;  or  to  him  that  dccketh  up  hb  cabin, 
'when  the  ship  wherein  he  saileth  is  ready  to 
tkik.  1  o  spare  in  that  case,  is  to  spare  for 
those  which  seek  to  devour  nil ;  and  to  give, 
is  to  give  to  oucselvcs.  Her  niaj.'s  part  being 
^only  carefully  to  bestow  what  is  delivered  into 
•her  hands,  wherein,  men  performiug  their 
^tuues,  there  is  no  cause  at  all  to  fear:  for  the 
"wdr  is  just ;  it  is  in  defence  of  the  rehgion  of 
X)>od,  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  of  our 
'smtive  country,  of  our  wives,  children,  liber- 
ties, -  lands,  4ives,  and  whatsoever  we  have. 
Wlieretbre,  not  imstruscing  your  forwardness, 
that  Imay  tun  offend  in  too  much  enlarging 
this  point,  as  a  poor  remembrancer  to  her  mnj. 
^  shortly  say  to  your  lordships,  '  Quod  justum 
%t  necesisarkKik  est;'  nothiug  can  be  more  just 
than  tins  war;  nothing  ought  to  be  more  ne- 
aeessiMry,  than  carefully  to  provide  due  main- 
teaance  for  the  same.  And,  to  you  of  the 
tease  of  commons,  that  you  may  orderly 
•proceed,  and  wisely  consult  of  tliese  weighty 
jcauses  delivered  unto  you,  her  maj.'s  pleasure 
)0,  -you  should,  accordmg  to  your  accustomed 
manner,  go  down  to  the  liower  house,  and 
there  make  choice  of  some  grave,  learned, 
end  wise  man  amongst  you,  to  b^  your  Speaker ; 
erho  shall  be  for  understanding  sufficient,  and 
fur  discretion  fit,  as  your  mouth,  to  -signify 
yeer  minds^  and  to  make  your  petitions  known 
^to  her  highness;  and  him,  upon  Thursday 
nexty  to  present  in  this  place." 
*  Ckriiiopker  Yelvertofiy  etq.  elected  Speaktr."] 
On  the  said  day,  Oct.  2T,  the  Commons 
^resented  mr.  serjeant  Yeiveiton  as  their 
opeeker,  who  claiming  the  ancient  and  usual 
trtedom  of  speech^  access^  &c.  wai  answered 


by  the  lord  keeper,  tliat  her  maj.  did  give- her 
assent  to  it ;  with  admonibon,  tiowever,  xhat 
the  said  hberties  and  privileges  should  be  di*-- 
creetly  and  wisely  used,  as  was  meet. 

Proceeding  in  the  Cmc  nf  Lord  De  U  War^ 
OM  to  Preeedtncjff  4'^.]  There  was'the  greatest 
introduction  of  new  bps.  and  lords  to  t£s  pari, 
that  we  have  vet  met  with  at  one  tiofe.  The 
very  first  day  there  were  no  less  than  one  abe^ 
four  carls^  ten  bps.  and  five  barons  introduced; 
besides  the  lord  Dc  la  Ware,  who  put  in  his 
Clahn  for  the  Seat  his  ancestors  enjoyed  in 
purl.  His  Petition  was  referred  to  a  cbmmittee 
of  lords  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  ex- 
Amine  into  his  pretensions  and  make  their 
report  to  the  house  accordingly.  This  brd^s 
^ther  had  attempted  to  poison  his  uncle,  the 
then  lord  La  Ware,  in  expectation  of  his 
estate ;  and  was,  by  an  order  of  pari,  in  the 
reign  of  £dw.  VI.  excluded  from  any  estate  or 
honour  that  mipht  come  to  him  u&er  his 
uncle's  death.  The  said  Wm.  was  also  con- 
demned for  treason  in  Mary's  reign ;  but  after- 
wards his  attainder  taken  o&  as  if  he  bad  never 
been  arraigned.  But^  whereas,  by  ^  reason  of 
the  former  sentence,  he  could  not  by  law  eojov 
the  honour  of  his  ancestors,  lie  was,  bv  ths 
queen's  special  favour,  created  lord  La  Ware, 
by  a  new  patent,  and  as  long  as  he  lived 
claimed  precedency  according  to  the  date  of 
his  creation.  The  qoeeir  referred  the  whole 
matter  to  the  lords  in  pari.;  who,  fiuding  that 
the  former  sentence  concerned  only  tlic  person 
of  the  said  Wm.  and  that  his  children  were  no 
ways  involved  in  the  same,  and  that  the  at* , 
taiudcr  in  Mary*s  re^n  was  no  manner  of  bar, 
because  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  lose  a 
title  which  Ite  never  had,  besides,  that  he  was 
afler\vards  fully  and  entirely  restored,  and  the 
ancient  dignity  no  way  extinct  by  the  new 
creation,  but  only  laid  aside  in  his  lifo-tiraey 
because  he  was  not  in  possession  of  it  when  he 
received  liis  new  patent  For  all  these  reasons, 
he  was  adjudged  by  the  lords  to  hold  the  same 
rank  with  his  prcdcceSH^rs,  betwixt  the  lord 
Willoughby  of  Eresby  and  the  lord  Berkley; 
and  he  was  accordingly  reinvstated  with  the 
usmil  ceremonies,  and'an  enuy  was  made  in 
the  Lords  Journals  of  this  Award. 

Lords*  Journal  to  be  authenticated,']  The 
same  day  the  Lr}rd  Treasurer  made  a  motion, 
*^  That  forasmuch  as  the  Journal-Books- kept 
heretofore,  by  the  clerks  of  pari,  aeemed  to 
have  some  errors  in  them  in  the  mispladns  oC 
tlie  Lords,  it  was  doubted  bow  the  same  ra^^ 
be  o£  true  record.  Therefore  he  thought  proper 
that  the  lords  would  please  to  take  order  tkat 
the  saidv  books,  ^hich  honocforth  should  be 
kept  by  the  clerk  of  parL  ma^r  be  viewed  and 
perused  every  pari,  by  ceftam  lords  of  that 
bouse  to  be  appointed  for  that  pmrpoae^  and 
the  list  of  the  lords,  in  their  order,  to  be  sab^ 
scribed  by  them.  Taking  unto  thmn  for  tbetk* 
better  information,  the  kmg  at  anas;  and  that 
this  order  mi^ht  begin  this  present  pari.*  Oe 
another  motion  of  the  Lord  Treasueer,  aaeh 
lords  as  were  uhs^m  from  p«rh  tmd  hiiA  a^ 
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vent  their  proxies^  aad  such  others  as  made 
their  appearance  in  the  hcginnine  of  tl^  pari.* 
and  have  not  since  attended,  £ould  be  ad- 
monished to  reform  tlie  same. 

The  first  bill  of  conscqaence  we  meet  with, 
is  intituled,  <  An  act  for  the  increase  of  Mari- 
ners and  maintaining  of  Navication.'  This 
act,  which  is  still  extant  in  our  btatute-Books, 
jshews  what  care  the  legislature  then  took  to 
support  and  maintain  the  navy  of  England. 
Nor  were  tlicy  less  caicful  to  preser\e  peace 
at  home,  by  bringing  in  a  bill,  this  pari,  for 
erecting  of  Houses  of  Correction,  and  for  the 
punishment  of  rogues,  vagabonds  and  sturdy' 
^"-gars.    Whicli  is  the  lirbt  time  those  houses 


were  established  in  every  county  by  law. 
These  and  some  other  bills  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  by  erecting  of  Hospitals  and  Work- 
houses in  parishes,  the  endowments  of  which 
were  not  to  exceed  2001.  per  annum ;  for  the 
maintenance  of  Tillage  and  Husbandry;  for 

i>revcnting  of  Frauds  by  the  receivers,  col- 
ectors,  &c.  of  the  public  money;  and  for 
preventing  or  punishing  extortion,  rapes,  and 
taking  away  women  uguins>t  their  wills ;  for  tlie 
.encouragement  of  tlte  Woollen  Manufactory, 
and  to  prevent  the  deceitful  stretching  and 
tenterin^'of  northern  cloth,  &c.  were  passed 
this  session,  and  arc  in  the  printed  statutes. 

A  large  Subsidy  granted,]  Dec.  Id,  was 
passed  in  the  Lords,  *  An  act  for  a  Grunt  of 
3  entire  Subsidies  and  six  16ths  and  lOchs  to 
the  queen's  roaj.'  The  bill  had  been  brought 
into  the  Conunons  on  the  7  th,  and  passed 
there  on  the  14th.  This  large  supply  they  snid 
was  given  to  her,  as  a  compliment,  *  for  her 
maj.'s  wise  administration ;  for  restoring  reK- 

fion  to  a  better  state ;  for  the  security  of  tlie 
ingdom  from  the  common  enemy;  for  the 
defence  of  Ireland,  and  the  relief  of  France 
and  the  Netherlands.  But,  in  treated  her 
withal,  as  they  had  done  in  the  last  pari,  nut 
to  advance  this  special  instance  of  their  bounty 
into  a  precedent,  but  only  upon  such  pressing 
necessities  of  the  state.'  The  Clergy  were 
more  moderate  this  dmc«  J^iving  only  4s.  in  the 
pound,  to  be  paid  at  6  several  payments. 

Dec.  the  20th,  the  lord  keeper  adjourned 
the  pari,  to  ^  the  11th  of  Jan.  next  coming. 
Some  less  matters  relating  to  Breaches  of  Pri- 
vilege and  Forms  of  managing  Committees  of 
both  houses,  on  a  Conference,  are  entered 
this  session  in  the  Journals  of  the  Lords ;  no- 
thing else  of  any  moment  occurred,  but  what 
3vill  fall  better  in  our  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Commons  during  this  pari,  to  which 
we  now  come. 

Scfjeant  YelrertonU  Excuse,  on  being  cho$en 
Speaker.]  On  the  first  day  of  their  meeting, 
tcij.  Yclverton  having  been  nominated  by  sir 
Wm.  Knolles,  comptroller  o£  her  mi^.'s  house- 
hold, as  a  fit  man  for  that  office;  the  said  Ser- 
jeant stood  up,  and  urged  his  disabilities  in 
too  remarkable  a  manner  to  be  omitted^-^ 
**  Whence  yom;  unexpected  choice  of  me  to 
be  your  moutli  or  Speaker  should  proceed, 
1  am  utterly  ignorant.  If  from  my  meritfi 
V«L.  1. 


'strange  it  were  that  so  few  deserts  should 
purchase,  suddenlv,  so  great  an  honour* 
Nor  from  my  ability  doth  this  your  choice 
proceed;  for  well  known  it  is  to  a  great 
number  in  thii  place  now  assembled,  that  my 
estate  is  nothing  correspondent  for  the  main- 
ceuance  of  this  dignity :  lor  my  ikther,  dying, 
left  me  a  younger  brother,  and,  nothing  to  me 
but  my  bare  aimuity.  Then  growing  to  mau*8 
estate  and  some  small  practice  of  the  law,  I 
took  a  wife,  by  whom  I  have  had  iuany  cliildreuy 
the  keeping  of  us  all  being  a  great  impoverish- 
ment to  my  estate,  and  the  daily  living  of  us 
all  nothing  but  my  daily  industry.  I\  either 
from  my  person  nor  nature  dotli  tliis  choice 
arise ;  for  ne  that  snpplieth  this  place  oueht  tp 
be  a  man  bi^  and  comely,  stately  aitd  well 
spoken,  his  voice  great,  his  courage  majestical. 
his  nature  haughty,  and  his  purse  plentiful  and 
heavy:  but  contrarily,  the  stature  of  my  body 
is  small,  myself  no(  so  well  spoken,  my  voice 
low,  my  carriage  lawyer-like,  and  of  tiie  com- 
mon fashion,  my  nature  soft  and  bashful,  inv 
purse  thin,  light,  and  never  yet  plentit'uL 
Wherefore  I  now  see  the  only  cause  of  this 
choice  is,  a  frracious  and  favourable  censure 
of  your  good  and  undeserved  opinious  of  me. 
But  I  most  humbly  beseech  you,  recall  this 
your^sudden  election;  and  tbereliore  becauaer 
the  more  sudden,  the  sooner  to  be  recalledl. 
But  if  this  cannot  move  your  sudden  choice, 
yet  let  tliis  one  tiling  persuade  you,  that  myr 
self  not  being  gracious  in  the  eye  of  her  mty. . 
ncitlier  ever  yet  in  account  with  any  great 
personages,  shall  deceive  your  expectation  in 
tliose  weighty  matters  and  great  affairs  wliich 
should  be  committed  unto  me.  For  if  De- 
mosthenes, being  so  learned  and  elpquent  as 
he  was,  one  whom  none  surpassed,  trembled 
to  speak  before  Phocion  at  Athens ;  how  much 
more  shall  I,  being  unlearned  and  unskiliiil, 
supply  this  place  of  dignity,  charge,  .ajid 
trouble,  to  speak  before  so  many  Phoctons  as 
here  be?  Yea,  which  is  the  greatest,  belbre 
the  unspeakable  inajesty  and  sacred  personage 
of  our  dread  and  dear  sovereign ;  the  terror 
of  whose  countenance  will  appale  and  abase 
even  the  stoutest  heart ;  yea,  whose  very  name 
will  pull  down  the  greatest  courage.  For  how 
mightily  doth  the  estate  and  name  of  a  prince 
deject  the  haughtiest  stomach,  even  of  their 
greatest  subjecu?  I  beseech  you  therefore, 
again  and  again,  to-  proceed  unto  a  new  eleo 
tion,  here  being  many  bettor  able,  nu>re  su^ 
cient,  and  far  .more  worthy  than  inyseli',  both 
for  the  honour  of  this  assembly,  and  general 
good  to  the  pubUc  state.''  This  speech  l>cinf 
answcred^y  mr.  Comptroller,  and  the  whole 
house  being  unanimous  in  their  option,,  the 
said  Serjeant  was  presented,  and  confirmed  bf 
the  queen,  as  hath  been  before  related. 

The  Speaker's  Fraytr  during  the  Sesmn,]  It 
had  been  the  custom  of  these  later  Protectant 
mirliamencs,  for  the  Speaker  to  compose  a 
Prayer,  to  be  read  by  him  every  mpming 
during  the  session.  Accordinglv,  the  present 
Spesdcer  made  and  ?ead  Ihe  foUQwin|  ;r^**  O 
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•ternftl  God^  Lord  of  HeavJen  and  Earth,  tl  c 
gyeat  and  mi£;hty  Comisellor,  we  thy  poor  ser- 
vants, as-sembled  before  the«»,  in  tllis  hon.  se- 
nate, humbly  acknowledge  our  great  and  mani- 
fold sins  and  imperfections,  and  t^iereby  our  un- 
worthinebs  to  receive  any  crace  and  assiVance 
from  thee :  yet,  most  mercitul  fethtT,  since,  by 
thy  Providence,  we  are  called  from  all  parts 
of  the  land  to  tliis  famous  council  of  pari,  to 
advise  of  those  things  which  concern  thy  c,lory, 
the  good  of  thy  church,  the  prosperity  of  our 
piincc,  and  the  weal  of  her  people  ;  *wc  most 
intircly  beseech  thee,  that  pardoning  nil  our 
sips  in  the  blood  of  thy  son  JeMis  ('hri>t,  it 
would  please  thee,  by  the  brightness  of  thy 
spirit,  to  expel  darkness  and  vanity  from  our 

tninds^  and  partiality  from  our  speeches ;  and    , _  .      . 

crnnt  unto  us  such  wisdom  and  integrity  of :  nought  hut  p;rcen  ^clds,  but  a  shepherd  and 


considering  the  increase  of  people,  find  th6 
benefit  of  the  commonwealth,  J  doubt  not  bat 
exery  man  will  deeln  the  revrvai  of  former 
moth-eaten  laws,  in  this-point,  a  praisewortbj 
thitig.  For,  in  matters  of  policy,  ill  hi  not  to 
be  thought  ill,  which  briugeth  forth  j5ood. 
For,  Inrlosurc  of  groimds  brings  depooalatioo, 
which  brihgs  first  idleness;  Sndly,  aecay  ot" 
tillage ;  3nlly,  subversion  of  houses,  and  de^ 
cay  of  charity,  and  charges  to  the  ooor;  4thlr, 
impovcriihiht;  the  state  of  the  realm.  A  law, 
for  the  taking  away  of  such  inconvfcmcnces,  is 
nT)t  to  be  tliouj;ht  ifl  or  hurtful  unto  the  general 
state.  And  f  would  l)e  sOrry  to  see,  witliin 
this  kingdom,  that  piece  of  Ovid's  verse  pn>\c 
j  true,  *  Jam  segcs  ubi  Troja  fiiit :'  so  in  Eng- 
land, instead  o\'  a  whole  town  lull  of  people. 


heart  as  becotneih  the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ, 
the  subjects  of  a  gracious  prince,  and  members 
of  this  hon.  house.-r-Let  not  us,  O  I/frd,  who 
are  met  together  for  the  public  good  of  the 
whole  land,  be  more  careless  and  remi&s  than 
we  use  to  be  in  our  own  private  causes.  Give 
grace,  we  beseech  thee,  that  every  one  of  us 
may  labour  to  shew  a  good  couj^cience  to  thy 
majesty,  a  good  zeal  to  thy  word,  and  a  loyid 
heart  to  our  prince,  and  a  Christian  love  to  our 
country  and  commonwealth. — O  Lord,  so  unite 
•  and  conjoin  the  hearts  ,of  her  excellent  maj. 
and  thi»  whole  assembly,  as  they  may  be  a 
threefold  cord  not  easily  broken ;  giving 
-strength  to  such  godly  laws  as  be  already 
(enacted,  that  they  maybe  tlie  better  executed, 
and  enacting  such  as  are  further  requisite  for 
-  the  bridling  of  the  wicked,  and  the  encourage- 
ment unto  the  godly  and  well-afifecteil  subjects : 
that  so  thy  great  blessing  may  be  continued  to- 
wards us,  and  tliy  grievous  judgments  turned 
from  us.  And  that  only  for  Christ  Jesus  sake^  our 
most  glorious  and  only  mediator  and  advocate, 
to  whom,  with  thy  blessed  majesty  and  the 
•Holy  Ghost,  be  given  all  honour  and  praise, 


<\oc~  llie  eye  of  experience  is  the  sure  eye, 
but  the  eye  ofwibdom  is  the  quick-sighted  eye; 
and  by  experience  w'e  daily  see,  •  Nemo  putat 
illud  videre  turpe,  quod  si  hi  sit  qusestuosum/ 
And  therefore  there  is  almost  no  conscience 
made  in  destroying  the  savour  of  life,  bread  I 
mean,  for  *  panis  sapor  vita;.'  And  therefore 
a  strict  and  rigorous  law  had  need  to  be  made 
Ugaiust  tliosc  viperous  natures,  who  fiilfil  the 
proverb,  <  Si  non  posse  good  vult,  velle  tanien 
quod  potest ;'  which  if  it  be  made  by  us,  and 
life  given  unto  it  by  execution  in  our  several 
dountifes,  no  doubt  but  they  will  pro%»c  law« 
tending  to  God's  honour,  the  renown  of  her 
maj.  the  feme  of  this  pari,  and  tlie  everlasting 
good  of  this  kingdom.  And  therefore  1  think 
them  worthy  to  be  rend  and  receiv€*d." — This 
sj>eech  was  seconded  by  sir  John  Fortescue, 
chanc.  of  the  exdteq.  who  also  moved  for  a 
Committee  to  consider  of  the  bill ;  which  vras 
ordered  accordingly. 

Motion  i'(*r  a  large  Supply, "]  Nov.  1 5,  theCAiwic. 
of'  the  hxchcq,  made  a  motion  for  a  Supply. 
"  He  put  the  house  in  mind  of  the  lord  keeper's 
speech  to  them,  on  the  1st  day  of  tliis  pari,  by 


power  and  dominion,  from  this  time  forth  for    her  maj.'s  direction,  touching  the  causes  of  her 
•evermore.*^  1  calling  of  this  pari,  and  shewing,  at  large,  her 

Jilfl  for  inrrease  of  HusbandtyJ]  Nov  5,  maj.'&great  and  excessive  charges,  sustained  fur 
•Mr,  Francis  Bacon  stood  up,  and  made  u  mo-  :  the  defence  of  her  realms  and  dominions, 
fiofi,  »*  agiiinst^Inclosures  and  Depopulation  of;  aj:;aiu.st  the  force  of  the  kinj;  of  Spain,  amount- 
'Towiis  and  Houses  of  llnsbnndry  and  Tillage.  ;  ing  to  more  than  a  treble  value  of  the  last  S 


•And  to  tJiis  purpose  he  brought  in,  as  he  termed 
it,  two  bills,  not  drawn  with  a  polished  pen, 
but  with  a  polished  heart,  free  trora  alVection 
•and  affectation.  And  be^rause  former  law.>  are 
*tuedicines  of  our  under»tnnding,  he  said,  that 


Subsidies  and  six  15thsand  lOtlis,  granted  unto 
her  in  the  lust  pari.;  and  declaring  fiiwher  the 
great  necessity  (»f  some  mass  of  ti-easure,  to  be 
provided  towards  the  supply  of  her  Jiighncss's 
churijes  in  tlie  continuation  of  the  maintenance 


■he  had  perused  the  preambles  of  former  sta-  !  of  her  maj.'s  forces,  in  defence  of  her  hich- 
tutes,  and  by  them  did  see  the  inctmvcniences  j  ness's  realms,  dominions,  and  subjects,  against 
of  this  matter,  being  then  scarce  out  of  the  the  forces  and  invanions  of  the  said  king  of 
shell  to  be  now  full  ripened.  And,  ho  said,  i  Spain  ;  and  further  referring  the  particulars  of 
that  the  overflowing  of  the  people  here,  makes  !  the  designs  and  attempts  of  the  said  king  of 
"a  shrinking  and  abate  elsewhere :  and  that  '  Spain,  since  the  last  pari,  to  be  reported  unto 
these  two  misrhiefe,  thotigh  tliey  YrC".  exceeding  '  this  house,  by  mr.  Secretary ;  moved  for  a  se- 
igrcat,  yet  they  seem  the  less,  because  *  Qua?  :  lected  committee  of  this  house,  to  be  nominated 
mala  cum  multis  patimur,  leviora  videntur.'  :  to  treat  And  consult  concerning  that  niatter." 
And  though  it  may  be  tliought  ill,  and  very  I  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  shewed,  at  large,  "  The 
prejudicial  to  lords  that  have  incbsod  great  .  practices  and  attempts  of  thcsaid  king  of  Spam, 
grounds,  and  pulled  down  even  whole  towns,  I  against  her  maj.  and  her  realms,  clominions, 
and  couverted  thtm  to  sheop  pu«tarcs;  yet    and  subjects,  in  diver?  sorts^  aad  at  9UQdr]r 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


•01} 


PARL.  UISTORY,  39  Eiizabbth.  1397. ^Motianjbr  a  Supply. 


[W 


(tines ;  together  with  his  great  overthrows  in 
the  same  by  the  mighty  huud  of  God,  and  of 
her  highnesses  forces,  to  his  perpetual  ig^pixiiny 
find  great  dishonour  thi-oughout  the  w^iolc 
world.".  And  so,  after  a  hirge  discourse,  most 
pxcelicntly  dehyered  by  him,  sj\ys  vhe  Jourunhst, 
he  concluded  with  a  motioii  *'  for  proceeding 
%o  the  &aid  committees." 

^\v  Francis  Bacon*  ro^e  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : — **  And  plcaiie  yqu,  nv*.  Speaker,  I  must 
consider  the  thne  wluph  is  sp^nt;  but  yet  so, 
%s  I  must  consider  alsq  the  matter,  whjch  is 
[j;reat.  This  great  cause  was,  i^t  the  first,  so 
niaterially  and  weightily  propounded;  and 
after  in  such  sort  persuaded  and  ei^forced ;  and 
by  him  that  Inst  spake,  so  much  time  tivken, 
and  yet  to  goo4  purpose ;  as  J  sht\U  speak  at  a 
great  disadvantage :  but  beci^use  It  iiath  been 
always  used,  and  the  mixture  of  this  house 
doth  so  require  it,  that  in  causes  pf  this  nature 
Uiere  be  some  speech  ^d  opinion,  ^  well  from 
persons  of  generality,  as  by  persons  of  autho^. 
rity,  I  will  say  somewhat^  and  not  much: 
ly herein  it  shall  not  be  ^  tor  me  to  epter  into, 
or  to  insist  upon  secrets,  citlier  of  her  maj/s  cof- 
fers, or  of  her  council ;  but  my  speech  ii^iist  be 
of  a  more  vulgar  nature.  I  wUl  not  enter,  mr. 
Speaker,  into  s^  laudative  speech  of  tlie  high 
and  singular  benefits,  which  by  her  maj.'s  niosi 
politic  and  happy  government  we  receive, 
thereby  to  incite  you  tq  a  retribution ;  partly 
because  no,  breath  of  man  can  set  them  foirth 
•worthily ;  and  partly  because,  I  know,  her  maj^ 
in  her  magnanimity  doth  bestgw  her  benefits 
like  her  freest  patents,  *  absque  aliquo  iude 
reddendo ;'  i\ot  looking  for  any  tiling  again,  if 
ft  were  ^n  respect  only  (xf  her  particular,'  but 
love  and  loyalty.  Neither  will  I  now  at  tliis 
time  put  the  ca^6  o/  this  rea^m  of  Kngland  too 
precisely ;  how  '\t  standjCth  with  the  subject  in, 
point  of  payments  to  the  crown  :  though  I 
could  make  ^t  appear  by  deinonstration,  what 
ophiioix  soever  be  conceived,  tba,t  never  sub-, 
jects  were  partakers  of  greater  freedom  and 
case  ;.  and  thixt  whether  you  look  abroad  into 
qther  countries  at  this  present  time,  or  look 
buck  to  former  tin\cs  in  this  our  own  country, 
we  sh;ill  findi  an  exceeding  difference  in  matter 
of  taxes ;  which  now  I  reserve  to.  mention;  not 
so  much  in  doub^  to  acquaint  your  cars  with 
foreign  sti-ains,  o^  to  dig  up  the  sijpulchres  of 
Ituricd  and  forgotten  unpositions,  which  iiji  this 
case,  as  by  w^y  of  comparison,  it  \$  necessary 
\o^  ui^djcrstand;  bi\t  because  speech  in  the 
house  is  fit  to  persuade  the  gener4  point, 
4nd  particularly  is  luor^  propci^andseiisonivble 
for  the  conaimttec  V  neither  wiH  I  make  any 
obsenations  upon  her  mi^.'s  mannci:  6f  ex- 
pending and.  issuing  trea^uce ;  being  n^t  upon 
excessive  and  oxofbitant  donatives.;  i)pc  upon 
fiuntptuous  and  unnecessary  ttipmph^  build- 
ipgs,  or  like  magiiificcncoi;  but  upon  the  f^-* 
servation,  protection,  and  honour  of  the  realm: 
for  I  dare  not  scan  upon  her  maj.'s  actions, 
^hich  it  becometli  me  mther  to  admue  in  si- 

♦  Se^  Bacoo'b  Wqrks,  Vol,  HI.  p.  234. 


lence,  than  to  glpss  or  discourse  upon  tliera, 
thoueh  with  never  so  good  a  meaning.  Sure  I 
ain  tS^t  tlie  treasure  that  con\eth  from  you  to. 
her  ma],  is  but  a  ^-npourVhich  vii^etli  from  th^ 
oarth,  And  gather^tli  into  a  cloud,  aivd  stayetl^ 
not  Uiere  long;  but  upon  the  samp  earth  it 
fiUleth  again:  and  what  if  some  drups  of  this 
do  fall  upon  Frai^ce  or  Flauder^  ?  It  is  like  a 
sweet  odour  of  honour  and  reputation  to  our 
nation  throughout  the  world  ^  Uu(  I  will  only 
insist  upon  the  natural  and' inviolate  law  of  pr&i 
ser\ation.  It  is  a  tnitl^  nxr.  Spcajtor,  and  a 
famih^r  truth,  that  sivfety  and  preservation  are 
to  be  preferred,  before  benefit  or  inqrease,  in-? 
asmucii  as  those  counsels  which  tend  to  pre- 
servation seem  to  be  attended  with  necessity  : 
whereas,  those  delibenitions  which  tend  to  be* 
nefit,  seem  only  accompanied  with  persuasion. 
And  it  is  ever  gain  and  i^o  lo^,  y^hcn  at  tlie 
foot  of  the  account  there  remauis  the  purchase 
ol*  safety.  The  prints  of  thi^  are.  every  where 
to  be  found :  the  patient  will  eyer  part  witl\ 
some  of  his  blood  to  sa.ve  and  dear  the  ren : 
the  sca-Zuring  ii^m  will,  ip  a  stcyift,  cast  over 
some  of  his  goods  to  s^ve  iMid  assure  the  rest : 
the  husbandman  will  atford  some  foot  of  ground 
fur  his  hedge  and  ditch,  to  fortify  and  defend, 
the  rest.  Why,  mr.  Speaker,  the  disputer  will,, 
if  he  be  wise  aud  cunning,  gra,nt  somewhat 
that  seemcth  to  i^ake  a|;ainsi;  him,  because  ho 
will  k^p  himself  withui  the.  btrength  of  iiis 
apin\on,^^id  the  better  main tuin  the  rest.  But 
thi«  place  a(\vcrti^tii  me  not  to  ha^idle  iho- 
matter  in  a  common  phijce.  Lwill  now  deliver, 
unto  you  that,  yichich,  upop  a  '  pj'obittun>  est,* 
hath  wrought  upon  myself,  knowing  your  at- 
fictipns  to  be.  lik^  my  owo.  Tfhe^e  hath  fallen, 
out,  since  tlie  last  p»rl.  four,  accidents  or  oc-. 
current  of  ^at^ ;  things  publ^.shed  ajid  knowi^- 
to  you  all;  by  every  <>ne  whereof  it  s^^meth^ 
to  mo,  in  my  vulgar  understanding,  that  the, 
dasiger  of  this  realm  is  increased :  which  I  speak 
i>ot  by  way  of  apprehending  fear,  for  I  know  I 
speak*  to  'English  courages;  but  by  way  of 
pressing  provision :  for  I  do  find,  mr.  Speaker, 
that  when  kingdoms  and  stages  are  entered  into, 
terms  and  re.sobtioDS  of  hostility  QUj^  against 
the  otlier ;  yet  Uiey  are  many  tiin/ss  restrained 
from  tbcir  attemptii  by  four^  imfjediiueuts : — 
The  \^\  '\%  by  this  saoxe  '  aliud  agere;'  when 
they  have  tlieir  hands  full  of  other  matters, 
which  tiiey  have  embraced,  and  serveth  for  a^ 
cliversion  of  their  hostile  purposes.T-^Th'e  next 
is,  when,  they  want  the  commodity  or  opportu- 
nity of  some  places  of  near  approach. — ^The. 
third,  when  they  haye  concei\*ed  aiji,  apprehen- 
sion of  die  difikuUyand  ehurlishness  of  tlie. 
enterprise,  and.thaicit  i?  npt  prepared  to  their, 
hand.  And. tlie  fourth  is,  when  a  state,  through 
the  age  of  tlie  monarch,  grovveth  heavy  and  in- 
disposed to  actions  of  great  perils  and  motion  ; 
and  this  dull  humour  ia.  not  sharpened  nor  in-, 
flamed  by  any  provocations  or  sconis.  Now 
if  it  please  you  to  examine,  whether  h^  remov-^. 
ing  tne  impediments,  in  these  four  kinds,  the. 
danger  be  not  grown  so  many  degrees  nearer. 
OS  by  accideeti,  as  I  said,  ^w^t.  ^^,^  ^^^ 
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since  the  last  pari. — Soon  after  the  last  pari. 
TOO  raay  be  pleaded  to  remember  how  the 
i'reuch  king  revolted  from  his  religion ;  where- 
by every  man  of  common  understandimj  may 
infer,  that  the  quarrel  between  France  and 
Spain  is  more  reconcileable,  and  a  greater  in- 
clination of  affairs  to  a  peace  than  before: 
which  supposed,  it  followcth,  Spain  shall  be 
more  free  to  intend  his  malice  against  this 
realm.  Since  the  last  pari,  it  is  also  notorious 
in  every  man's  knowledjije  and  remembrance, 
^hat  the  Spaniards  have  possessed  themselves 
df  that  avenue  and  place  of  approach  for  Eng- 
land, which  was. never  in  the  tiands  of  any  khig 
of  Spain  before;  and  that  is  Calais;  which  in 
.  true  reason  and  consideration  of  estate  of  what 
ralue  or  service  (t  b,  I  know  not;  but  in  com- 
mon understanding,  it  is  a  knocking  at  our 
doors.  Since  the  last  pari,  also  that  ulcer  of 
Ireland,  which  indeed  brake  forth  before,  hath 
run  on  and  raged  more :  which  cannot  but  be 
a  great  attractive  to  the  ambition  of  the  coun- 
cii  of  Spain,  who  by  fonner  experience  know 
of  how  tough  a  complexion  this  realm  of  Eng- 
land is  to  be  assailed;  and  therefore,  as  rheums 
and  fluxes  of  humours,  is  like  to  resort  to 
that  part  which  is  weak  and  distempered.— 
And  lastly,  it  is  famous  now,  and  so  will  he 
many  ages  hence,  how  by  these  two  ^ea-jour- 
neys  we  have  braved  him,  and  objected  him 
to  scorn :  so  that  no  blood  can  be  so  frozen  or 
niorti€e,d,  but  must  needs  take  flames  of  re- 
venge upon  so  mighty  a  disgrace.  So  at  this 
concurrence  of  occinrents,  all  since  our  last 
assembly,  some  to  deliver  and  free  our  enemies, 
some  to  advance  and  bring  him  on  his  way, 
some  to  tempt  and  allure  him,  some  to  spur 
on  and  provoke  him>  but  cannot  threaten 
jin  increa>e  of  our  peril  in  great  proportion.— >- 
J>stiy,  mr.  Speaker,  I  will  but  reduce  to  the 
memory  of  this  house  one  other  argument,  for 
ample  and  larg^  providing  and  supplying  trea- 
sure; and  this  it  js: — I  see  men  do,  with  great 
alacrity  and  spirit  proceed  when  they  have  ob- 
tained a  coarse  ibey  lon^  wished  for  and  were 
restrained  from.;  Myself  can  remember  both 
in  this  honourable  assembly,  and  in  all  other 
places  of  this  realm,  how  foi-ward  and  nffoc- 
tionate  men  were  to  have  an  invasive  war. 
Tl>en  we  would  say,  a  defensive  war  was  like 
eafing  and  consuming  interest,  and  needs  we 
•would  be  adventurers  and  assailants ;  *  hubes 
quod  totrTnente  petisti:'  shall  we  not  now 
make  it  good,  especially  when  we  have  tasted 
so  prosperous  fruit  of  our  desires? — The  1st  of 
these  expeditions  invasive  was  atchie>*€d  with 
great  felicity,  ravished  a  strong  ami  famous 
port  in  the  lap  and  bosom  of  tl^ir  high  coun- 
tries ;  brought  them  to  such  despair  as  they 
iired  themselves  and  their  Indian  fleet  in  sacri- 
fice, as  a  good  odour  and  incense  unto  God 
for  the  great  and  barbarous  cruelties  which 
they  have  committed  upon  the  poor  Indians, 
whither  that  fleet  was  sailing ;  disordered  their 
reckon inij  so,  as  the  next  news  we  heard  of 
'was  nothing  but  protesting  of  bills  and  break- 
ing credit.    The  tod  joitme/  was  with  notable 


resolatioVi  borne  up  agaihst  weather  and  all  dif- 
Acuities ;  and  besides  the  success  in  amosinc 
him  and  putting  him  to  infinite  charge,  sure  1 
am  it  was  like  a  Tartar's  or  Parthian's  bow, 
which  shooteth  backward,  and  had  a  noost 
strong  and  violent  effect  and  operation  both  in 
France  and  Flanders ;  so  that  our  neighbours 
and  confederates  have  reaped  the  hariestof  it; 
and  while  the  hfe-blood  of  Spain  went  inward 
to  the  heart,  the  outward  ^imbs  and  members 
trembled,  and  could  not  resist.  And  lastly, 
we  have  a  perfect  account  of  all  the  noble  and 
good  blood  that  was  carried  forth,  and  of  all 
our  sea-walls  and  good  shipping,  witlwot  mor- 
tality of  persons,  wreck  of  vessels,  Or  any  man- 
ner of  diminution.  And  these  have  been  the 
happy  effects  of  our  so  long  and  so  much  desired 
invasive  war.  To  conclude,  mr.  Speaker,  there- 
fore, I  doubt  not  *but  every  man  will  consent 
that  our  gift  must  bear  these  "two  marks  and 
badges :  the  one,  of  the  danger  of  the  realm 
by  so  great  a  proporrion,  since  the  last  parlia- 
ment, increased ;  the  other,  the  satisfaction  we 
receive  in  having  obtained  our  so  earnest  and 
ardent  desire  of  an  invasive  war." 

Whereupon  it  was  agreed,  *'  that  all  tJiepriry 
comicil,  being  members  of  this  house,  afl  the 
knights  returned  for  the  counties  into  this  pre- 
sent pari,  and  all  citizens  for  cities  rctnnied 
into  this  house,  should  meet  about  the  said  bu- 
siness, on  Friday  next,  in  this  house ;  and  any 
other  of  this  house'  then  to  come  to  them  also 
at  their  pleasure." — Dec.  7,  a  bill  for  a  Grant 
of  3  Subsidies  and^  six  ISths  and  lOths,  was- 
read  a  first  time.  On  tlie  10th  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed ;  and,  on  the  14th  it  passed 
this  house,  and  was  sent  up  to  the  lords.  On 
which  the  Journalist  makes  this  Observation  : 
"  That  as  this  grant  evceeded  that  iu  the  last 
p:irL  in  respect  of  the  manner  of  payment,  so 
in  the  next,  a  still  larger  supply  was  given.'' 
By  which  we  must  either  judge  that  the  neces- 
sities of  the  state  were  in  these  times  exceed- 
ingly urgent ;  or  that  the  former  grants  served 
as  leading  precedents  to  fhe  latter.  Notwith- 
standing the  clause  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill 
of  the  first  grant  expressly  savs,  "  That  tltese 
large  ttnd  unusual  grants,  made  to  a  most  ex- 
cellent princess,  on  a  niost  pressing  and  extra- 
ordinary occasion,  should  not,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  be  drawn  into  a  precedent." 

The  rest  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons 
in  this  sessirin  arc  relative  to  mattei-s  of  small 
moment,  and  arc  therefore  omitted.  Dec.  W, 
the  house  war  adjourned  to  the  11th  of  Jan. 
And,  on  the  Otb  of  Teh,  the  Queen  came  to 
the  House  of  Lords  in  the  afternoon,  as  was 
the  nsuni  custom  in  those  days;  when,  sending 
for  the  Commohsi  the  Speaker,  having  made 
his  three  reverences  to  her  maj.  spake,  in 
effect,  as  follows :      " 

'  l%e  Speaker' speech  at  the  dissolutum  of  tie 
ParL]  "  Firstjhe^  niewed  the  happiness  of  a  com- 
monwealth govertied  by  laws,  by  which  sub- 
jects arc  heid'^in  due  obedience;  which  her 
maj.  observing,  had  now  called  a  pari,  for  |he 
preservatidaof »omclawS|  amending^f  o^ion} 
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dittini  b'lf  unnecessary  statutes,  and  the  mak-  ! 
ing  ot  new*,  never  before  enactect:  and  that 
ber  roaj/s  subjects  in  tliis  pari,  considering  the 
strength  of  the  realm  to  consist  in  tlie  strength 
of  the  prmce  and  subjects,  and  their  strength 
to  stand  first  in  the  hands  of  Gud,  and  next  in 
provision  of  treasure;  therefore,  said  he, 
.  your  maj/s  most  hutnble,  dutiful,  and  obedient 
subjects,  have,  by  me  their  mouth  and  Speaker, 

f>reseuted  here  a  free  gift  of  their  free  and 
oving  hearts;  the  which, >  I  hope  and  think, 
was  granted  without  a  thought  of  a  no.  Sure 
I  am,  without  the  word  of  a  no,  Tlie  2nd 
part  shewed'  a  commandment  imposed  on  him 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  which  was  touch* 
ing  monopolies  or  patents  of  privilege,  tlie 
which  was  a  set  and  penned  speech,  made  at 
n  committee. — ^The  3ra  shewed  a  thankfuhiess 
of  the  Cominous  for  the  pardon. — ^The  4ih 
and  last  contained  the  said  Speaker's  own 
petition,  "  That  if  any  faults  had  been  commit- 
ted in  the  houses  they  might  not  be  now  again 
revived.  And  if  either  he  had  -spoken  too 
much,  or  not  so  much  as  in  duty  he  ought  to 
have  done,  he  besouglit  her  maj.'s  pardon. 
And  that  as  it  had  pleased  her  maj.  to  grant 
pardon  to  all  her  loving  subjects,  so  that  she 
would  not  exempt  him  alone,  &c." 

Tfie  Ld.  KeijjeT^s  AMwer.'X  To  which  speech 
the  Lord  Keeper,  by  the  wuecu*s  command, 
made  the  following  Answer:  *•*'  Our  most  dread 
sovereign,  her  excellent  maj.  hath  given  me, 
in  charge,  to  say  unto  you  and  the  rest  of  her 
loving  subjects,  that  she  doth  thankfully  accept 
of  their  free  gifb  of  Subsidy  granted  by  the 
(*ommons,  which  she  would  not  have  required, 
had  not  the  puissance  of  the  enemy  constrain- 
ed lier  thercuuto ;  2ndlv,  touching  the  mono- 
polies, her  maj.  hopecl  that  her  dutiful  and 
loving  subjects  would  not  take  away  her  prero- 
gative, which  is  the  chiefest  flower  in  her  gar- 
den, and  the  principal  and  head  pearl  in  her 
crown  and  diadem ;  but  that  tltey  will  rather 
leave  that  to  her  disposition.  And  as  her 
maj.  hath  proceeded  to, trial  of  tliera  already, 
to  she  promise th  to  continue,  that  they  shall 
dl  be  examined,  to  abide  the  trial  and  true 
touchstone  of  the  law;  3rdly,  touching  her 
pardon,  her  maj.'s  pleasure  is,  that  I  shew 
unto  you,  that  you  do  not  so  willingly  accept 
it  as  she  giveth  it;  4tl»ly,  for  your  Pardon, 
mr.  Speaker,  her  maj.  saith,  That  you  have  so 
learnedly  and  so  eloquently  defended  yourseU^ 
now,  and  painfully  behaved  yourself  hereto- 
fore, as  that  your  labour  deserveth  double  her 
thanks  :  but,  in  your  petition,  I  must  also  join 
with  you,  in  beseeching  hef  most  Excellent 
maj.  that  if  any  thing,  through  want  of  expe- 
rience, or  through  mine  imperfections  and  ig- 
norance, have  overslipped  me,  it  miQf  be  par- 
doned and  remitted.'* — The  Lord  Keeper  hav- 
ing finbhed  his  speech,  Imd  the  queen  given 
the  royal  assent  to  15  private  and  28  public 
acts,  and  refused  or  quashed  48  several  bills, 
which  had  passed  both  houses,  the  said  ereat 
olfficer,  by  her  aaaj/s  command,  dissolved  tliis 
parliament. 


A  new  Pari,  called,}  We  now  come  to 
OtieenEUzsibeth'slast  pari,  which  was  called  to 
meet  at  Westminster,  on  the  27th  of  Oct, 
1601.  When,  being  assembled,  and  the 
kniffhts,  citizens,  and  burgesses  of  the  House 
of  dommons,  having  notice  that  her  maj.  wich 
divers  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  otlicrs^ 
were  set  in  the  Upper  House,  halted  tliither; 
but  before  they  came,  the  door  of  the  house 
was  shut,  and  notwithstanding  any  means  that 
was  made  by  them,  was  still  kept  shat,  until 
the  Lord  Keeper  had  ended  his  Speech ;  their 
resentment  of  which  will  appear  in  the  sequcL 
The  substance  of  what  the  Lord  Keeper  spoke 
at  this  time  was  as  follows : 

The  Ld.  Keeper's  Speech  at  opening  the  Session.'] 
'<  He  used  persuasion  of  thankfulness,  and  of 
obedience,  and  also  shewed  her  maj.'s  desire  of 
dissolution  of  this  narl.  before  CJinstmas,  He 
shewed  unto  us  the  Necessity  we  stand  in, 
and  the  Means  to  prevent  it ;  die  Necessity, 
the  wars  between  Spain  and  EngUnd;  the 
Means,  treasure,  kc  His  advice  was,  that 
laws  in  force  might  be  revised  and  expluincd, 
and  no  new  laws  made.  Our  enemies,  lie  Said, 
were  enemies  to  God,  the  queen,  and  the  peace 
of  this  kingdom,  conspired  to  overthrdw  reli- 
gion, to  r^uce  us  to  a  tyraimical  servitude. 
These  enemies  he  named  to  be  tlie  bp.  of 
Home  and  the  king  of  Spain.  Our  state  being 
thus,  he  summoned  us  to  be  provident,  hy 
reason  we  deal  with  a  provident  enemy ;  and  . 
confident,  because  God  hath  ever,  and  he 
hoped,  will  ever  bless  the  aueen  with  Success- 
ful fortune.  He  shewed  how  apparent  his 
Providence  was,  by  tlie  means  and  course  he 
taketh  for  our  instruction :  and  2ndly,  tlie  suc- 
cess we  had  against  him  by  God^s  strong  arm 
of  defence  in  1588,  and  divers  other  times 
since.  You  see,  said  he,  to  what  effect  the 
queen's  support  of  the  French  king's  estate 
hath  brought  him ;  even  made  him  one  of  the 
greatest  princes  in  £urope;  but  when  her 
maj.'s  forces  left  him,  how  was  he  fain  to  ran- 
som a  servile  peace  at  our  enemies  the  Spa- 
niard's hands  with  dishonourable  conditions. 
For  the  Low-Countries,  how  by  her  aid,  from 
a  confused  govt,  and  state  she  brought  them 
to  an  unity  in  council,  and  defended  them 
with  such  success,  ill  her  attempts  against  the 
greatest  power  of  the  Spaniards  tyrannical  de- 
signs ;  which  have  so  much  galled  him,  that, 
how  many  desperate  practices  have  been  both 
devised,  consented  to,  and  set  on  foot  by  com- 
mandment of  the  late  king  his  father,  I  need 
not  shew  you,  neither  trouble  you  with  argu- 
ments for  proof  thereof;  being  confessed  by 
them  that  should  have  been  authors  themselves. 
But,  '  de  mortuis  nil  nisi  boniun.'  I  would  be 
loth  to  speak  of  the  dcad,'much  more  to  slan- 
der the  dead.  I  have  seen  her  maj.  wear  at 
her  girdle  the  price  of  her  blood ;  I  mean  jew- 
els which  have  been  given  to  her  physicians  to 
have  done  that  unto  her,  which  I  hope  God 
will  ever  keep  from  her ;  but  she  hath  rather 
worn  them  in  triumph  than  for  the  )pncc, 
which  hath  not  been  greatly  yaluable.— TheA 
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l>e  fell  to  persuade  us,  because  new  occai^tons 
were  oflfercd  of  consultations,  to  be  provident 
in  provision  of  means  for  our  own  dctciicc  and 
va^ety,  !icein^thc  king  of  Spain  means  to  make 
England  miserable  by  beginning  with  Ireland  ; 
■eidjer  doih  be  begin  with  tnc  rebels,  but 
even  with  the  territory  of  the  queen  herself. 
He  shewed  tiiat  treasure  must  be  our  means, 
ibr  treasure  is  the  sinews  of  war,  &c/' 

The  Speaka^i  Speech  to  the  Quecn.^  Not- 
withstanding this  unusual  cxcluhion  of  the 
Lower  House,  on  the  3(>th  of  Oct.  when  the 
(jueen  qame  to  the  house  of  lords,  the  Jour- 
nalist tells  us,  that  the  commons  presented 
John  Crooke,  esq.  Recorder  of  l^odon,  fiir 
their  Speaker,  who,  after  three  low  reverences 
to  her  maj.  spoke  as  follows: — ^**  Most  sacred 
aiui  mij^bty  Soverci^in ;  upon  your  maj.'s  com- 
mandmcnty  jour  most  dutiful  and  loving  Com- 
mons, the  knif^hts,  citizens,  and  buruosscs  of 
die  Lower  House,  have  chosen  me  your  maj.'s 
most  humble  servant^  being  a  memhcr  of  the 
same  house,  to  be  their  Speaker;  but  finding 
the  weakness  of  myself,  and  my  ability  too 
#eak  to  undergo  so  great  a  burthen,  I  do  most 
iHimbly  beseech  your  sacred  maj.  to  continue 
jroar  most  gracious  favour  toward^  me,  and 
Dot  to  lay  this  charge,  so  unsupportahle,  upon 
my  unworthy  and  unable  self:  and  that  it 
wo^ild  please  you  to  command  your  Commons, 
to  make  a  new  election  of  another,  more  able 
and  more  sufficient  to  discharge  the  great  ser- 
ificc  to  h^  appointed  by  your  maj.  and  your 
subjects.  And  [  beseech  your  most  excellent 
roiy.  not  to  interpret  my  denial  herein,  to  pro- 
ceed from  any  unwillingness   to  perform  all 


choice  of  yourself,  in  her  gracious- censare,!. 
both  for  sufficiency  well  abiC,  and  for  your 
former  fidelity  and'^services  well  approved  and 
accepted  of:  aiid  therefore  her  maj.  taketh. 
this  choice  of'  you  for  bonum  owe/i,  a  sign  oT 
^ood  and  happy  success,  wlieu  the  beginning 
13  taken  in  h;md  with  so  good  wLtdom  ana 
discretion.  Her  raiy.  therefore  commanded, 
me  to  say  unto  you,  that  slic  well  likcth  of 
your  flection,  and  therefore  she  ratiHeth  it, 
with  her  royal  assent." 

The  Spmke/s  Reph/J]  Tlie  Speaker  repl^d 
in  this  manner;  *'  Most  sacred  and  most  p«s- 
sant  Queen;  seeing  it  hath  pleased  you  tot 
command  my  service,  by  consenting  to  th« 
free  election  of  ^your  dutitul  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  of  me  to 
be  their  Speaker,  I  most  humbly  beseech  your 
maj.  to  give  me  leave  to  shew  unto  you  the' 
dutiiul  thoughts  and  earnest  affections  of  your 
loyal  subjects  to  do  your  maj.  all  ser\ices, 
and  to  defend  your  royal  and  sacred  person 
both  with  their  lives  aud  goods,  against,  &c. 
And  so  made  a  vehement  invective  against 
the  tyranny  of  the  )cing  of  Spain,  the  Pope's 
ambition,  the  rebels  of  Ireland,  which,  be  said, 
were  liko  a  snake  cut  in  pieces,  which  did 
crawl  and  creep  to  join  them>elves  together 
aijain.  And  lastly,  with  prayers  to  continue 
the  pro^peroiis  estate  and  peace  of  tliis  king-^ 
dom,  which  hatb  been  defended,  as  he  said, 
by  the  mighty  arm  of  our  dread  and  sacred 
queen.  To  which  sImj  answered  openly  ber- 
sclf,  *  Nn^  but  hif  the  mififih/  hand  of  God; 
mr.  Speaker.'  Then  he  proceeded  to  the  last 
part,    to  beseech   her    maj.    for   freedom  of 


de\'Oted  dutiful  service;  but  ratljer  out  of  your    speech  to  every   particular  member  of  tbis 
inaj.*s  clemency  and  goodness,    to   interpret    liousc  and  their  servants.     And  lastly,  if  any 


the  same  to  proceed  from  that  inward  fear  and 
trembling  which  hath  ever  possessed  me,  when 
beretofore,  with  most  gracious  audience,  it 
liath  pleased  your  .maj.  to  license  me  to  speak 
before  you.  For,  I  know,  and  must  acknow- 
ledge, that  under  God,  even,  through  your 
m^.'s  great  bounty  and  favour*  I  am  what  I 
»ra;  aud  therefore  none  of  your  maj. 's  most 
dutiful  subjects  more  bound  to  be  ready,  and 
being  ready,  to  perfonn  even  the  least  of  your 
jnaj.'s  commandments.  I  therefore  do  most 
humbly  beseech  your  maj.  that  in  regard  the 
service  of  so  great  a  prince,  and  floiu-ishing 
lahgdom,  may  uie  better  and  more  successfully 
be  eHected,  to  command  your  dutiful  and 
loving  Commons,  the  knightiJ,  citizens,  and 
burgesses  of  the  Lower  House,  tg  proceed  to 
a  new  election." 

Vie  Ld,  Keeper't  Ansmer,']    To  whicK  the 
Lord  Keeper,  having  received  her  maj.'s  orders. 


mistaking  of  any  speech  delivered  unto  \i\u\ 
from  tlie  Commons  should  happen,  that  her 
maj.  would  attribute  that  to  nis  weakness  ini 
delivery  or  understanding,  and  ^lot  to,  tho 
house,  as  also  atiy  fon;etfulness  thrt^gh  want 
of  memory,  or  that  things  w^re  not  so  judici- 
ously handled  oj;  expres^>ed  by  liiifi  as  the/ 
were  delivered  by  the  house.** 

TheLd.  Keeper*s  A nswei\1    The  Ld .  Kecjicr^ " 
receiving  further  instructions  from   her  uity.' 
answered  as  follows:  '*  Mr.  Speaker,  licr  maj. 
doth  greatly  commend  and  Tike  of  your  grave 
speech,  well  divided,  well  contrived;  the  first 
proceeding  from  a  sound  invention^  and  the. 
other  from  a  settled  judgment  and  experience. 
You  have  well,  and  weU  indeed,  weighed  the 
estate   of  this   kingdom;    well  obsened  tlio. 
greatness  of  our  puissant  and  grand  enemy. 
the  king  of  Spain,  the  continual  and  excessive 
charges  of  the  wars  of  Ireland ;  which  if  they 


linswered  thus:  "  Mr.  Speaker;  her  mjy.  with    bewcU  weighed,  do  not  only  shew  the  puissance 


gracious  attention  having  heard  your  wise  and 
grave  excuse  for  your  discharge,  commanded 
me  to  say  unto  you,  that  even  your  eloquent 
speech  of  defence  for  youftelf,  is  a  great  mo- 
tive, and  a  reason  very  persuasive,  both  to 
ratify  aiwi  approve  the  choice  of  the  lovjng 
commons,  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses, 
as  also  to  commend  their  wise  and  decreet 


of  our  gracious  sovereign  m  defending  us;  but 
also,  the  greatness  of  the  charge  continually 
bestowed  by  her  maj.  even  out  of  her  own 
revenues  to  protect  us ;  aud  the  exposing  of", 
her  maj.  to  continual  trouble  and  toilsome 
cares  for  tli^  benefit  and  safety  of  her  subjects. 
Wherefore  mr.  Speaker,  it  behoveth  us  to* 
think  and  say,  as  was  weU  delivered  bj  2^ 
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grave  mon  latdy  in  a  *  Cohcio  fu\  Clcrum/ 
*  Opus  est  subsidio  nb  fiat  cxcidium,*  Tout4i- 
ing  your  other  requests  for  Freedom  of  Speech, 
her  maj.  wHlingly  consenteth  thereto,  with  this 
caution,  lli«t  the  time  be  not  spent  in  idle 
and  vajn  matter,  painting  the  same  out  with 
■'froth  and  volubility  of  words,  whereby  the 
speakers  may  seem  to  ^mn  some  reputed 
<rredit,  by  iniboldenins;  thrui3clvcs  to  contra- 
diction, and  by  troubling  tiie  house  of  purpose, 
with  long  and  vjiin  orations,  to  hinder  the  pro- 
ceeding in  matters  of  greater  and  more  weij;hty 
imporumce.  Touching  Access  to  her  Pcrsoii, 
«he  most  willingly  granteth  the  siunc,  desiring 
,  »he  may  not  be  troubled  unlets  urgent  matter 
aii({  affairs  of  great  consequence  compel  you 
thereunto :  for  this  hath  been  held  for  a  wise 
maxim,  *  In  troubling  great  estatc»s,  you  nmst 
trouble  seldom/ — For  Liberties  unto  yourselves 
and  I'ersons,  l»cr  maj.  hath  commanded  me  to 
say  unto  you  nil,  That  she  ever  intendeth  to 
preserve  the  liberties  u(  the  house,  and  grant- 
cth  freedom  even  unto  the  meanest  nicmbcr 
*of  this  house:  but  her  maj/s  pleasure  is,  you 
should  not  maintain  and  keep  with  you  noto- 
rious persons,  either  for  life  or  bcha\iour,  and 
desperate  debtors  who  never  come  abroad, 
fearing  laws,  but  at  these  times;  pettifoggers 
t^iid  vipers  of  the  common-wealth;  proiling 
and  common  soHcitors,  that  set  dissention  be- 
tween man  and  man;  and  men  of  the  like 
condition  to  these:  these  her  ranj.  earnestly 
wisheth  a  law  may  he  made  aga  nst;  as  also, 
that  no  member  of  this  pari,  votild  entertain 
or  bolster  up  tuiy  man  of  the  like  humonr  or 
<)uality,  on  pain  df  her  highnes^'s  displeasure. 
For  your  Excuse  of  the  house-and  of  yourself, 
her  mwj.  <;oinmanded  me  to  hay,  That  your 
sufficiency  hath  so  oftentimes  been  approved 
before  her,  that  she  doubtcth  noc  of  yOur  suf- 
ficient dischai^  of  the  place  you  shpJI  serve 
iu.  Wherein  she  willyth  you,  to  have  a  special 
f»ye  and  regard  ijot  to  make  new  and  idle  laws, 
and  trouble  the  house  with  them ;  but  rather 
iook  to  the  abridi^iiig  and  repealing  of  divers 
obsolete  and  superfluous  statutes;  as  also,  first, 
to  lake  in  hand  matters  of  greatest  moment  and 
consequence,  Iii  doing  thus,  inr.  Speaker,  you 
^  shall  fulfil  her  maj.'s  commandment,  do  your 
country  good,  and  satisfy  her  highness's  cx- 
j>ectation." 

The  first  thing  the  Lords  went  upon,  was'  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  restrain  tlie  excessive  and  su- 
pcrtluous  use  of  Coaches.  What  the  tenor  of 
It  was,  we  know  not ;  for,  at  the  ^nd  reading, 
it  is  entered,  That  whereas  the  said  bill  did  iu 
some  sort  concern  the  maintenance  of  Horses, 
'within  this  reahn,  consideration  ought  to  be 
had  of  the  statutes  heretofore  ordained,  relat- 
iog  to  tlie  breed  and  maintena«icc  of  Horses; 
^  Tind  a  new  bill  was  to  be  framed  for  that  pur- 
pose, wherein  the  use  pf  Coaches  might  be  in- 
cluded. But  we  hear  no  more  of  this  matter. 
—A  bill  was  also  read  a  1st  and  i^d  time,  for 
the  Preservation  of  Pheasants  and  Partridges ; 
bat  though,  at  the  2nd  reading,  this  bill  was  of 
that  consequence  as  to  be  ^efer^ed  to  a  com- 
Biittce  ttf  S3  iords^  ye%  no  farther  notice  is 


taken  of  it  in  the  Journals. — Another  bill 
passed  the  Lords,  for  the  suppressing  of  th« 
Multitude  of  Alf:-houses  and  Tipling-houses.  A 
bill  was  also  sent  up  by  the  Commons,  muck 
to  the  same  purpose,  entituled,  "  An  Act 
against  Drunkards,  and  common  Haunters  of 
Ale-houses  and  Taverns ;  but  we  do  not  find 
by  the  printed  statutes,  that  either  ot*these  bilk 
passed  into  a  law  at  this  lime. 

Orders  of  the  Lords  in  reUitkm  to  BitU,\ 
A  bill  was  read  twice  in  the  J^rds  this'  ses- 
sion, and  committed,  which  had  this  short 
title,  "  An  act  for  the  Assurance  of  Lands,* 
Since  it  did  not  pass,  and  we  know  not 
to  what  purpose  it  \va^  designed,  we  only 
mention  Jt  for  two  extraordmary  Rules  "of 
the  house  made  concerning  the  debates  about 
this  bill.  When  the  abp,  of  Canterbury,  the 
cliainnan  of  the  committee,  returned  tho 
bill  to  the  house,  witli  certain  amendments^ 
they  were  prefentiy  twice  read,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  ue  engrossed.  But  the  bishop  of 
London,  one  of  the  committee,  offering  to 
speak  to  tlie  hill,  or  to  the  amendments,  a 
question  was  moved  by  the  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, lord  steward,  "  Whether  it  was  agreea- 
ble to  the  good  order  and  ancient  custom  of 
that  house,  that  the  said  bp.  being  one  of  the 
committee,  and  dissenting  from  the  rest,  in 
some  matter,  either  .of  the  bill  or  of  tlje  amend- 
ments, might  speak  thereto  upon  the  bringing 
in  and  presenting  the  amendments?"  The 
lord  k<*cper  proposed  thi;5  matter  to  the  house, 
and  t!?e  f|uesiion  being  put,  it  was  carried  ia 
tho  atfiiraaiive,  **  That  any  member  of  a  com<^ 
m  it  tee  might  speak,  in  this  case,  either  to  the 
body  of  the  bill,  or  the  amendments  before 
they  were  engrossed.''  And  order  was  given 
t!mt  this  I^esolution  should  he  entered  ui  the 
Journals,  for  clearing  the  same  doubt,  if  it 
slioiild  happen  to  arise  in  any  future  pari.—  . 
The  next  was,  that  oix  the  fJrcl  reading  of  this 
bill,  many  objections  arising  against  some 
points  of  the  same,  made  by  the  bp.  of  Lon- 
don and  several  other  lorfis;  insomuch  that 
the  house  was  di\ ided  in  opinion,  whether  it 
should  be  put  to  the  question  for  the  passingr 
thereof,  or  no  ?  Many  lords  were  desirous 
that  any  defect  \x{  the  said  bill  might  be  rather 
re  funned,  than,  by  this  question,  to  put  it  to  tho 
hazard  of  being  rejected.  Another  way  was 
thf  reforc  firat  proposed,  and  the  question  put, 
**  Whether  the  said  bill,  having  been  referred 
to  a  committee,  at  the  2nd  reading,  and  by  them 
returned  with  some  amendments,  and  there* 
upon  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  might  afier  thj, 
engrossing  and  the  3rd  reading,  be  recommit- 
ted, or  no  ?*'  Tlie  numbers  pro  and  con  being 
equal;  it  was  judged  that  the  negative  part, 
who  were  against  recommitting  the  -said  bill, 
should  prevail.  Following  the  usual  rule  ia 
law,  as  the  Lord  Keeper  observed,  **  That 
whore  the  Negatives  and  Affirmatives  were 
equal, '  semper  prcsumitur  pro  negantc.'  Lastly, 
the  bill  itself  being  put  to  the  question,  '^whe- 
ther it  should  pass  or  no  }**  Was,  by  the  ma^ 
jority,  rejecteo. 

It  seems,  by  the  Lords  Journal?,  a?  if  the 
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-nhnle  business  of  this  sesMon  was  employed  in 
Cryiugi  complaints  upon  breaches  of  privilege : 
insomuch,  that  on  the  10th  of  Dec.  the  Lord 
Keeper  ^quainted  the  house,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived command  from  her  maj.  to  inform 
them»  <'  That  the  pari,  should  end  on  the  17th 
^or  18th  of  this  moQth  at  the  farthest;  thatv 
they  might  repair  to  their  several  countries 
against  Christmas.  She  therefore  required 
them  to  employ  and  spend  that  time  which  re- 
maiued  in  matters  concerning  the  public,  and 
not  on  private  business. 

Some  few  bills^  indeed,  of  consequence,  had 
l»cen  proceeded  upon  ;  but  the  main  bill  for  a 
Supply  was  jet  to  come,  which,  no  doubt,  the 
queen's  message  expedited;  for  it  was  deli- 
▼ered  on  the  10th  of  December,  and  on  the 
12ch  the  commons  sent  up  a  bill  for  a  grant  of 
^ur  entire  subsidies,  and  eight  15ths  and  lOtlis, 
which,  in  a  few  days  more,  had  the  assent  of 
loth  houses.  And  very  soon  after,  a  grant  of 
ibur  subsidies  of  four  bhiUings  in  the  pound, 
from  the  clergy,  was  confirmed  by  parliament. 

The  Conimont'  resent  their  hein^  shut  out  of 
the  House  of  Lords.!  It  was  observed  at  the 
opening  of  this  pari,  that  the  Commons  were 
fiiot  aounittcd,  as  usual,  into  the  House  of 
Lurds^  to  hear  the  Lord  Keeper's  Speech. 
Nor  is  there  any  notice  taken,  in  the  said 
speech,  of  their  being /commanded  to  go  to 
toeir  Awn  house  and  cnuse  a  Speaker.  Much 
discontented  at  this  usage,  they  returned  back, 
bowever ;  and,  being  assembled,  mr.  Richard 
Licfe,  one  of  the  fiaroos  of  the  cinque-ports, 
stood  up  and  addressed  himself  to  mr.  Comp- 
troller of  the  Household,  telling  him  the  wrong 
done  unto  the  greatest  part  of  the  members  of 
this  house,  by  Uieir  not  being  suftered  to  come 
ill  to  the  upper  house,  to  hear  her  maj.^'s  plea- 
ture,  by  tlie  mouth  of  tJie  Lord  Keeper.  Hum- 
bly desiring  him,  as  Comptroller,  to  be  a 
means,  that  the  reason  thereof  might  be  im- 
parted unto  spme  of  the  members  of  this  house, 
for  their  better  satisfaction.  The  Comptroller 
answered.  That  he  thought  this  request  very 
reasonable  and  meet,  and  it  should  be  done  at 
-  convenient  time;  but  seemed  to  impute  the 
said  fault  wholly  to  the  gentleman-usher  of  the 
upper  house. 

Mr  Sec.  Cecil  recapitulates  tlu  Heads  of  the 
Lord  Keeper's  Speech.]  Nov.  the  3rd.  Mr. 
•  Liefc  stood  up  and  moved,  **  That  since  many 
of  the  members  were  strangers  to  the  Lord 
Keeper's  Speech,  and  consequently  of  the 
cause  which  moved  her  inaj.  to  call  this  pari. 
they  might  be  in  some  sort  satisfied  in  that 
^int.'^    On  which  V 

Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  repeated  the  heads  of 
the  said  speech  to  the  house,  atid  then  pro- 
ceeded :  **  For  my  own  advice,  touching  the 
|>articular  counsels  of  this  house,  I  wish  that 
we  \louId  not  trouble  ourselves  with  any  fan- 
tastic speeches  or  idle  bills,  but  rather  such  as 
be  for  the  general  good,  both  light  in  coQcef^ 
tioci,  and  tacilc  in  execution.  Now  seeing  it 
bath  pleased  vou  all  hitherto  with  patience  to 
War  me,  if  witli  your  favour,  I  may  particu- 


larize and  shew  the  j^roonds  of  the  former- 
delivered  speech,  touching  the  State  of  Ireland, 
I  shall  be  very  glad,  both  tbr^ny  own  discharge, 
and  for  your  satis&ction.  The  king  of  Spaio, 
Irnving  quit  himself  of  France,  by  a  base  and 
servile  peace,  foreetteth  not  to  follow  the  ob- 
jects of^his  father^  ambition,  England  and  the 
Low-Countries.  He  hath  made  overtures  of 
peace,  which,  if  they  might  both  be  honour- 
able and  for  the  public  good,  I  hold  tbi^ 
neither  a  wise  nor  an  honest  man  would  im- 
pugn them.  He  hath  put' an  army  into  Ire- 
land, the  number  4000  soldiers,  under  the 
conduct  of  a  valiant,  expert,  and  hardy  ca|>- 
tain,  who  chooseth,  rather  than  return  into  his 
own  country  without  any  famous  enterprize,  to 
live  and  die  in  this  service.  These  4000  are 
three  parts  natural  Spaniards,  and  of  his  best 
expert  soldiers,  except  them  of  the  Low-Coun- 
tries :  those  he  could  not  spare,  because  of  his 
enterprize  of  Ostend.  And  how  dangerous 
the  loss  of  that  town  would  be  to  this  land,  I 
think  there  is  no  roan  of  experience  but  can 
witness  with  me.  For  he  would  easily  be  mas- 
ter of  all  that  coast,  so  that  the  trade  between 
England  and  the  Low-Countries  would  be  quite 
dissolved.  Yea,  he  would  be  so  dangerous  a 
neighbour  to  us,  that  we^  which  are  noi^  te- 
nants by  discretion,  ajre  likely  shortly  to  be 
tenants  by  the  courtesy.  When  he  is  our 
neighbour  of  the  Low-Countries,  what  neisb- 
bour  hath  Spain,  to  whom  he  shall  not  be 
troublesome. — I  will  shew  you  further  what 
besides  this  he  hath  done,  and  how  eagle-eyed 
he  is  continually  over  us.  To  resist  the  Turk's 
attempts,  he  hath  sent  10,000  men;  to  the 
Low  Countries  9000 ;  in  an  enterprize  of  his 

own  against  the  Turk  he  hath  sent ; 

which  being  dispatched,  those  soldiers  shall 
return  against  tne  next  spring,  and  second 
these  4000  men.  Now  in  the  enterprize  for 
Ireland,  to  resist  those  attempts  in  being,  and 
the  onsuing  provisions  against  us,  let  us^  con- 
sider the  certainty  of  our  estate  in  Ireland  :i 
we  have  there  an  irmy,'and  nothing  but  aa 
army,  fed  even  out  of  England;  with  what 
charge  it  brings  to  the  queen,  what  trouble  to 
the  subject,  what  danger  it  is  to  them  ther# 
left,  if  the  provibion  should  fail ;  what  hurt  to 
the  commonwealth,  by  making  things  at  m 
higher  rate  than  otherwise  ^hey  would  be,  I 
refer  it  to  your  wisdoms  to  imagine.  Over 
this,  I  assure  you,  it  is  beyond  all  precedent 
and  conjecture :  his  presence  and  cause  of  war 
there,  is  to  defena  tlie  Catholic  cause;  I 
mean,  to  tear  her  maj.'s  subjects  from  her; 
for  I  may  say  sUe  hath  no  Catholic  obedient 
subject  there,  because  she  standeth  excommu^ 
nicatc  at  tliis  present  by  force  of  two  bulls  of 
this  Pope's,  by^'hich  the  subjects  are  absolved 
of  their  obedience.  That  you  do  only  reroem^ 
her  you  do  it  *  pro  aris  et  focis;'.  yea,  we  do  it 
for  a  prince  that  dcsireth  not  to  do  any  thing 
extraordinary  out  of  the  coffers  of  lier  subjects. 
She  selleth  her  land  to  defend  us,  she  support* 
eth  all  the  neighbouring  princes  to  gain  their 
amides  and  establish  our  long  peace ',  not  tbtit 
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5,  of  7,  or  10  T<*ars,  but  43  year?,  for  all  our 
prosperities.  1  hope  I  sh:ill  not  see  her  fune- 
ral, upon  which  may  be  written,  *  Hie  solum 
rtstat  victrix  orienu*.'  And  I  ptny  God,  I 
may  not.  VVhot  we  freely  give  unto  her,  she^ 
Kving,  bestows  it  to  otrr  good ;  and  dying, 
doubtless,  will  leave  it  for  our  profit.  Thus 
hnve  I  out  of  mine  own  genius,  tor  mine  own 
part,  delivered  unto  you  what  I  know.  And 
toncliing  that  I  Imve  spoken  in  performing 
four  commandment,  I  will  tiike  no  thanks  from 
jou  for  my  pains;  for  no  man  cares  with  less 
affection  to  speak  in  this  assembly,  or  dcwreth 
to  gratify  any  particular  member  of  this  house 
more  tlmn  myself.** 

Mr.  George  Moore  moved,  "  Thitt  whereas 
die  lord-keeper's  oration  was,  *  Tliat  the  j»reat- 
€st  mutters  should  be  handUxl  in  the  beginning 
of  the  pari.'  a  Committee  might  be  chosen  to 
certify  the  house  what  tho;je  matters  were,  that 
order  might  be  taken  accordineiy." — On  this 
motion,  a  Committee  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed, which  consisted  of  all  the  privy-roun- 
cil,  being  members  of  this  hoube,  the  knights 
of  the  shires,  the  barons  of  the  cinque-ports, 
tlic  kniglits  and  citizens  for  London,  York, 
Norwicli,  Bristol,  Totncss,  and  about  40  more, 
who  were  appointed  to  meet  in  this  houbo  upon 
Saturday  next  at  two  in  the  aflernoon. 

BUI  relating  to  hisho^^s  J><isrj.]  Nov.  4, 
a  bill  for  Explanation  of  such  Statutes  as  re^ 
gard  Lease5  to  be  made  by  abps.  aud  bps.  was 
read ;  to  which  only  Mr.  Boise  stood  up  and 
4?aid,  **  Tlmt  this  act  would  be  prejudicial  to 
the  bp.  present  and  the  successor,  to  their 
servants  and  to  the  bps.  own  servants  and  te- 
nants: to  the  bp.  present,  in  the  mainteimnce 
of  his  estate,  which  cometh  only  by  continual 
fines;  which  if  they  be  taken  a'way,  then  are 
they  not  aUe  to  maintain  that  hospitality,  and 
keep  that  retinue  either  belonging  to*  their 
place  or  answerable  to  their  living.  For,  con- 
sider the  revenue  of  the  greatest  bishopric  in 
England,  it  is  but  2,W0l.  whereof  he  payeth, 
for  annual  subsidies,  to  the  queen  '5001.  And 
what  damage  we  shuli  do  both  to  him  and  his 
successor  fierein,  his  revenue  being  so  bene- 
cial  to  her  maj.  I  refer  to  all  your  judgments. 
To  the  Successor  it  must  needs  be  more  hurt- 
All;  for  when  he  first  cometh  in,  he  payeth 
^*rst-fruits,  and  yet  is  not  allowed  to  make  his 
benefit  by'  fin^,  which  all  bps.  farmers  are 
<*ontent  to'do;  so  that  he  is  cast  ori^  whole 
annual  value  behind  hand,  and  perhapf^  hath 


m^cansoutdf  their  spiritual  fuhction?  But  thi^ 
act  is  good  fbt  tjie  courtier;'  and,  I  ipay  speak 
no  more  of  that  pbint.  Lastly,  mv.  Speaker;* 
I  myself  am  former  to  a  bp.  and  I  speak  thi^* 
as  in  mv  own  case  (On  my  kifowledge)  to  the", 
house,  tnat  it  is  t)rdihaiy  upon^  every  grant* 
after  4  or  5  years,  efef  to  fine  anil  lake  a  new' 
lease,  but  I  fefer  it  to  the  consideration  of  the'* 
house  t,o  do  their  pleasures' tl^crein:  onlv  this 
I  can  certify,  that  I  have  tlie.copy  of  thle  bill* 
the  last  pari,  exhibited  to  this  purpose,  which" 
I  haying  conferred  together  witli  the  present' 
bill,  do  find  them  to  be,  word  for  word,  }vlit 
onp;  and  tlie  last  was  rejected*' — Whereupon* 
tliis  was  also  rejected.  "   -^ 

Bill  for  siip^/ressing  Abuses  in  Weights  a?ifl'f 
Measures.^  Nov.  5,  Air.  Fnutcis  Bacon  stood  itp 
and  spoke  thus :  "  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  ott 
their  mind  that  bring  their  bills  into  this  house?*' 
obscurely,  by  delivery  only  to  yourself  or  to' 
the  clerk,  delighting  to  have   the  bill   to  bo 
*  incerto  authore,',  as  though  they  were  either, 
ashamed  of  their  own  work,  or  ulraid^to  fatlier 
their  own  children :  but  I,  un*.  Speaker,  havo^ 
a  bill  here,  which,  I  tnow,  I  shall  ^lo  sooner* 
be  ready  to  offer,  but  you  will  be  ready  to/ 
receive  and  approve.     1  liken  this  bill  to  that 
sentence  of  the  poet,  who  set  this  tis  a  para-^ 
dox  in  the  fore-front  of  his  book,  *  Fii-st  water^ 
then  gpld,'  preferring  necessity  before   plea-, 
sure.     And  I  am  of  the  same  opinion,   that, 
things  necessary  in  use,  are  better  than  those 
things  which  arc  glorious  in  estijnution.     This^ 
rnr.  Speaker,  is  no  bill  of  state  nor  of  novelty, 
like  a  stately  gallery  for  pleasure,  but  neither 
to  dme  in  nor  sleep  in;  but  this  bill  is  a  biH' 
of  repose,  of  quiet,  of  prolit,  of  true  and  just 
dealings;  the  title  whereof  is,  *  An  act  for  the 
belter  Si\pprcssing  of  Abuses  in  Weights  and 
Measures.'    We  have  turned  out  divers  bills     ' 
without  disputation:  and  for  a  house  of  wis- 
dom and  gravity  Jis  this  is,  to  bandy  bills  like 
balls,  and  to  be  silent  as  If  no  body  vyere  of 
counsel  with  the  common-wealth,  is  unfitting 
in  my  understanding  for  the  state  thereof.    X* 
wiU  tell  'YOU,  mr.  Speaker,  out  of  mine  own ' 
expj^jjricnce,  that  I  have  learned  and  observed^ 
having,  had  causes  of  this  nature  referred  to. 
my  report-:  that  this  fault  of  using  false  Weights, 
and  Measures,  is  grown   so  intolenible   and 
common,  that  if  you   would  build  churches,^ 
you  shall  not  need,  for  battlements  and  bells, 
other  than  false  Weights  of  lead  aud  brass,^ 
And  because  I  would  observe  tlic  advice  givea. 


ria  power,  neither  to  maflse  leases  in  12  V  16    in  the  beginning  of  this  pari,  that  wc 

year*.  'TOs,  mr.  Speaker,    will  induce   tl*&  ,  make  no  new  laws;  I  have  only  made  thij 


MhiistetV  of  the  Word  liot  to  seek  bishoprics, 
whereby  ^c  may  bring  the  clergy  both  to  po- 
verty and  contempt;  from  whtch  they  hare 
dver  been  Carefully  defended  aAd  pronded  for, 
^▼eti  by  tb^  most  ancient  statute*  and  'laws  of 
tfiishkn'd  h6w  extant.  Hurtfbl  iris  to  their 
servants,  for  this  feay  be  everjr"  tnan^s  case. 
W&  khdVv  'Yetj  many  ^ood  geiltlertien's  sons 
0erre  bps.  and  bow  can  th^y  reward  their  long* 
•dd  AitljftiV  sei^iccs,  btn  olnly  by- means  of 
fMtiRf  «v^ri^  thete  4iM<B  or  some  o^er 
Vol.  1. 


bill  a  confirmation  of  the  statute  of  the  ll^L' 
Hen.  VIL  with  a  few  additions,  to  which  I 
will  speak  at  the  passing  of  the  bill,  and  shew 
the  reasons  of  every  particular  clause,  the 
whole  being  a  revival  of  a  former  statute: 
fbr  I  take  it  far  better  to  scour  a  stream,  than 
to  turn  a  stream.  And  the  first  clause  is^^^ 
That  it  is  to  eittend  to  the  principality  o^ 
W^es,  to  constrain  them  to  have  the  like  ^ 
McasQtes  and  Weights  to  us  in  E/ijjUnd." '  * ' 
DeMt  ^H  the  Maumr  of-  issirmj  ITrnti  fir 
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JSlccHoM,']  Sir  JMireCrci/ moved  the  bot»e, 
**  To  have  ibetr  Ofiw^t  in  th^  tli/ere  «i  anted 
ft  cbief  member,  viz.  »  knight  of  Deabigbi»{ure. 
Acd  be  said,  I  «ni  to  certify  the  boti^  tbu>  inucb, 
ittra^pect  of  some  dbonier  committed  thcre^ 
tOuchini  the  dectioa,  by  &ir  Rd.  Trevor  and  sir 
^ohn  Puidd,  to  which  »ir  JoHd  Sali^burjr  is  m 
^mjy  the  sheriff  could  not  proceed  in  election. 
Tor  mine  otrn  part,  I  think  it  lit  tlmt  mr« 
Speaker  ^ould  attend  mj  lord  keeper  therein. 
And  then  produced  ft  letter  from  the  sherifT, 
that  there  h^)pening  a  great  riot  ft»d  distur- 
bance on  the  countv-court  day,  be  had  it  not 
in  bia  power  to  execute  the  writ.** 

Sir  Edie.  llohhtf  ans\Tercd,  *'  Motbinks  under 
fiivour,  the  motion  nir.  Secretary  made  i»  uood, 
b*;t  the  form  therein  (I  speak  with  hU  rever- 
ence; not  fitting  the  state  of  this  boose.  For, 
he  ^>uidy  mr.  Speaker  bball  attend  my  lurd 
keeper.  Attend !  It  is  tvcll  known  tbiit  the 
Speaker  of  tl)c  House  is  the  mouth  of  the  triMilc 
realm ;  and  that  the  whole  state  of  the  Com- 
monalty of  a  kingdom  :»b(mld  attend  one  per- 
ion^  I  see'ao  rc^i^ou.  1  refer  it  to  the  ronsi' 
deration  of  the  house :  otdy  this  propo»if  ion  1 
hold.  That  our  Speaker  is  to  be  commanded 
by  none,  ncitbcr  to  attend  any,  hot  the  qtteeji 
only." 

Mr.  JbAff ton  said,  '^  The  Speaker  might '  ex 
'Ofido'  send  a  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown 
"who  b  to  certify  the  lord  keeper,  and  so  to 
make  a  new  warrant.'' 

Sir  Edtc.  Hobbif  said,  «  That  for  Election  of 
burgesses,  he  had  seen  half  a  score  yesterday 
with  sir  John  Puckering's  band,  when  be  was 
Speaker.'' 

Mr.  Speaker  said,  <<  I  may  inform  you  of  the 
order  of  the  house.  That  a  warrant  must  go 
fVom  the  Speaker  to  the  dedw  of  the  crown, 
who  is  to  inform  the  lord  keeper,  and  then  to 
make  a  new  writ.** 

Mr.  Sec.  Ceri^  said,  "I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  detract  from  any  particular  member  oi  thu> 
-lioufei  nmch  more  from  the  general  btste ;  my 
meanix^  wns  mistaken,  and  my  words  miscon- 
ftrued.''^ 

Debate  m  the  5ii/jp/jr.j  Nor.  7,  in  the  af- 
ternoon, the  Committee  on  the  Subsidy  sat ; 
when  Sir  Waiter  Sleigh  moved  the  house, 
^  lb  consider  to  what  intent  tbey  came  togc- 
tlier,  and  now  in  their  coming  what  was  to  be 
<9unsidered.  For  the  Subsidy,  and  tlie  manner 
jmd  quality  thereof,  1  will  now  only  intimate 
thus  much  unto  you :  that  the  last  pari,  only 
5  Subsidies  were  granted,  opon  fear  that  the 
Spaniards  were  coming ;  but  we  sec  now  tbey 
are  come,  and  have  set  foot  even  in  the  qucea  s 
Cfcrritories  already,  and  therefore  ace  the  more 
of  us  to  be  respected  and  refardefl.  And  see- 
ing the  sale  of  her  highness^  own  jewels,  the 
g;reat  loans  the  8ub)ects  have  lent  bcr,  yet  im* 
paid,  the  continuafsellinp  of  her  lands  and  de- 
caying of  her  revenues,  the  sparing  ever  out  of 
lier  own  purse  and  apparel  iin  our  cakes  will 
dot  serve,,  bnt  Tet  she  must  be  fain  to  call  her 
court  of  pari,  for  our  advice  and  a^  in  this 
caic  j  I  wish  for  my  own  part  (as  aparticBJnr 


member  of  this  commonwealth)  that  we  mmj 
not  do  le«ft  than  we  did  before ;  and  that  w« 
also  wouki  bountifiilly,  acConHng  to  our  estates, 
contribute  to  the  necessity  of  1^  maj.  as  dcmv 
it  staudeth«** 

Mr.  WiHfwtn.  **  Her  mig.  haib  spent  ser 
much,  that  now  she  b  fiun  to  desire  tbe  help 
of  ber  subiects ;  let  us  thcfrfore  draw  to  some 
bead,  and  leave  our  orations  and  spcecbes^ 
We  are  to  consider  only  what  is  fit  td  be  given; 
and  as  for  my  pnrt,  as  a  poor  member  and  one 
of  the  meanest  in  ibis  bouse,  1  will  be  bold  to 
deliver  mine  opinion  first,  because  aome  ftuat 
brcaW  tlic  ice.  Three  pound  land  and  under 
to  pay  2s.  8d.  in  tlKf  pound,  and  five  ^ouod 
^oods  and  omder  to  pav  is^  &d.  in  the  poimd, 
and  double  tcatlis  and  fifteenths  as  socm  aa 
may  be.  Altboogh  I  may  seem  over  boM,  be* 
in^  but  a  rural  and  countryman,  to  sneak  erem 
mit  of  roy  elcmrut  in  tbb  case ;  yet  I  do  beftr* 
tiiy  crave  pardon  of  all,  be!»eecbing  that  ncitbcr 
my  nuaptness  or  diborder  of  speech,  nor  the 
unwortbiucks  of  my  person  may  prejudice  tba 
cause/' 

Sir  Robert  M^rotk.  «<  That  four  pound  )am4 
fall  Subsidy,  and  six  pound  goods  full  Saibsia|y, 
miebt  be  piaid  to  Iter  maj.'' 

%\rFran.Ua%tingi  moved,  ^ That  three  paoftd 
men  might  be  exempted,  and  all  others  above 
that  rate -to  pay  according  to  the  rate  to  make 
up  a  full  Subsidy." 

Mr.  PhiUpps  moved,  <<  That  the  four  poftoa 
men  might  hfi  exemted,  and  four  Subsidies 
received  from  tbe  rich,  which  should  be  teiasid 
a  contribution,  because  it  might  make  no  iii« 
novation," 

Sir  WaUer  'Raleigh  said,  <<  If  aU  pay  alike, 
none  will  be  asgrieved;  if  any  be  exenmted, 
doubtless,  it  vrDl  breed  much  grief^  ana  tbe 
feeling  will  be  great  to  those  tbi^  pound  men 
that  yn\\  feel  any  tbin^  but  it  will  be  notkiog 
to  U)cm  that  know  Bny  thing." 

Sir  Edw.  Hobbu  said,  "*  We  cannot  hear  yoo» 
speak  out,  yott  should  speak  standmg,  that  so 
tnc  house  might  the  better  hear  yoa«      So 

Sir  Walter  RaUM  said,  «<  That  being  ft 
Committee,  he  might  speidk  either  silting  or 
standing,  and  so  repeated  over  again  tbeforaer 
spccrb." 

Mr.  Scc.Cfici/  said,  ,"  Becanse  it  is  an  argo^ 
ment  of  more  reverence,  I  chuse  to  ap^ak 
standing.  As  long  as  the  queen  by  the  advice^ 
of  her  council  did  find  means  to  spare  yoo,  so 
long,  she  ever  desired  that  ber  sulgects  Buritt 
not^e  cliarced :  bat  if  ber  roai.  as  soon  as  tLo 
last  subsidy  bad  been  q»cnt,  should  hapre  ti^pam 
resorted  nato  vou,  1  do  assoie  yo««  tUs  paA, 
hml  been  odled  in  Oct.  last.  Non^  if  npuo 
proridcnoe  and  foresig^  yoa  did  cmttnbttto 
unto  her  nu^.  ^  much  more  shoold  we  now  4m 
tbe  same,  seemg  a  resolute  cpi^mfty  of  sol* 
diers  have  intrenched  themselves  m  berflMl'4S 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  inore  seppliM  tmrhcr 
are  daily,  eqpi^ctcd.  It  is  time  to  ofp^mom 
cofier^  that  we  may  obioate,  in  the  begienififc 
these  ISbw  forces  of  theSpaniacds^  l^jpp^  ' 
t9  F^a^  totot*  wft..a$uiqt  f»|»ff|ly<!» 
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lew  dttn  500,00011  vrhich  we  may  now  do  with 
100,000  in  present.  If  there  be  an  v  tliat  lits 
toext  the  door  that  desires  to  sit  next  t!»e  choir 
to. give  his  opii^ion,  I  will  not*  only  give  him 
my  place,  tut  thank  him  to  take  my  chaijjp." 
—-(lilts  was  conceived  to  be  sir  Edw,  Hobby, 
who  commg  to  sit  near  the  chair,  and  not 
gmng  him  place,  sat  next  tl»e  door,)—**  We 
that  stc  b«rc,  for  pjy  part,  take  your  favours 
pot  of  courtesy,  not  out  of  duty  ;  but  to  tlie 

furpose.  The  queeq  hath  occasion  to  use,  as 
irers  in  this  house  do  know,  300,0001,  before 
faster;  how  this  sEall  be  raised  and  gathered, 
tjiat  is  the  question ;  for  without  thisproportion 
of  charge,  neither  tlie  Spaniards  in  Irrland  can 
be  repelled,  and  the  wars  there  maintained, 
i»either  her  maj.'s  other  aflfeirs  be  set  on  foot, 
IVeitiier  provision  sufficient  can  be  set  on  fqot,  or 
inade  tbf  defence  from  foreign  invasions.  Ad* 
mit  with  «^  icss  charge  we  should  now  expel 
liim ;  w^  any  man  be  so  slmplfe  to  think  he 
wtti  ^jve  over  the  enterprise,  bcjng  of  so  great 
consequencey  atid  grow  desperate?  I  should 
think  him  hut  i^  man  of  shallow  undecstanding 
«nd  lew  policy,  Surely,  if  we  had  been  of  that 
mind  wh^^  we  had  that  great  overthrow  of  liis 
inviiKnblf  navy  in  88,  we  had  been  destinatcd 
to  perdition.  For  how  many  chargeable  en ter- 
orizes  of  puissnat  und  great  consequence  hath 
fie  since  mi^cje  ?  The  like,  if  his  forces  in  Ireland 
should  now  lyi,  would  he  da  again,  And 
therefore  thgt  provision  we  now  make,  if  he 
«boold  be  exp^Ried  with  a  less  matter,  would 
serve  to  make  dclencc  against  hb  next  invasion 
€>f  that  kingdqm ;  as  also,  enrich  her  maj.  to  be 
ready  tq  fumbh  licr  ntvv  v  and  Airces  the  speedier 
for  her  safety,  Besides,  if  he  bestow  such 
paasscs  of  treasure  for  the  gaining  of  on.c  poo/ 
town,  Os^end,  what  will  |if  da  to  gain  so  strong 
l^nd  famqus  a  kingdom  ns  Ireland  ?  |  w^^^  by 
^  leave  of  a  worthy  person  who  sUs:  t^  me, 
.  f(nd  knows  these  things  better  thi^  I  do,  yield 
lapttrt^cular  account  unto  you  (i/tha  state  itseld 
Ffrst ;  the  l^st  whole  Subsidy  aftcp  t^e  rate  of 
41.  hinds  aiM^  8  groats  goods  C2\in^  not  to  aho\'e 
110,0001.  the  Subsidy  of  the  clergy  5^0^0001,  the 
double  l^s  60.0001  AU  which  is  160.0001. 
Since  my  loi4  of  Htoex's  going  In^n  Ireland,  she 
^lath  spent  ^00,0001,  So  the  qu^n  b  behind 
'140,0001.  Thus  we  refer  the  matter  to.  your 
Hidiciotis  consideration',  we  only  shewyoo  the 
present  state  of  the  aoeen  i^  her  affiiin,  wish- 
ing no  man  to  look  that  we  dtoald  giv^  advice 
^hat  b  to  be  (^ne,  as  tUongh  yoo  yourselves, 
who  are  the  wisdom  of  the Inod  cotdd  neithei; 
<^rect  voors^hrcs  noru^  these  reasoi^alle((|gt 
^^judK  the  n^cessitjTof  thestate.*^ 

Sir  Jufui  Fittescue  added  tte,  «  That  what 
l^eased  die  houseiathe  lyune  of  tfaeSubsidy  to 
bestow  the  mat,  ber  n^.  did  and  wojold  ever 
employ  to  i^vc  oses;  so  that  (ikying,  k  might  be 
Vrittenon  her  to^,  *  Qohd  acca|>atasvixit,^so, 
^at  Af  4yingi  liveth  stOI,  empbying  all  ta  the 
«ilM  6f  hek*  sobiects.  And  I  beseech  you  re- 
jpi^iQM^  that  the  C^eat-Turk  when  he  con- 
^oeraaCoostastinople,  fbpud  thereb  300 mil- 
Iffnm  ^fokk:  i(th0}r,  qpathiH  Ml  ^«Mired 


3  millions  in  defence  of  their  ch^,  he  could  ne» 
vcr  have  gotten  it.  From  thb  bhndness,  I  pray 
God  detend  us,  that  we  may  not  be  backwarcl 
to  eivc  4  Subsidies  to  her  muj.  for  wfint  whercs 
of  m  thue,  w0  q^ny  happen  to  lo:ie  that  whicti 
will  not  bo  recovered  or  defended  w^ih  a  hun»' 
drcd," — Atler  which  it  was  agreed  by  seQen4 
consent  thp  three  Pound  men  to  be  induded. 

^•1  Biil  to  reuress  the  Multitude  nf  Commok 
SoiicitorsA  Nov,  9,  Heifmood  Towmhtnd^  esq* 
in  prefcrrm^  a  bill  against  the  Multltadtt  oT 
coo^mon  Solicitors,  spoke  as  follows}-—"  Mr, 
Speaker;  it  b  well  said  by  a  worthy  member  <]f 
this  hoQse,  mr^  Francb  Ba^u,  t)^^  every  mi^ 
is  bound  to  Iwlp  the  commonwoUth  tlie  hti^ 
he  may ;  much  more  b  every  ttian  in  lib  pai^ 
tioular  bound,  being  a  member  of  this  housc!!» 
if  he  knew  any  dangerous  enormity  towards  tfa^ 
commonwealth,  not  only  to  open  it^  hul»  if  ^ 
m^y  be,  oppose  it.  We*  beipe  all  here  within 
these  wh!U  t0|etber,  may  be  ukencd  to  1^  jurV 
close  shut  up  in  a  ^amncr;  every  innix  theii  - 
upon  his  ora,  n^^d  every  man  biere  upon  Ids 
conscience,  being  the  ^ndl^erymen  of  thb 
hind,  bound  to  deal  hotfi  truly  and  plainly, 
Uerewith  (though  a  most  unwortliy  and  lea^ 
svtiScient  member  of  thb  hooic)  myself  being 
touched,  I  had  rather  adventure  my  ^redit  b^ 
s^kjing,  though  confbsedly,  than  to  stretch  mv 
conscience  (kndwing  so  ^at  n  mischief  an^ 
inconvenience  unto  thbkmgdoin)  by  silenpe  iti 
sg  plea&injz  a  cause,  as  I  do  persuade  myself 
this  bill  will  be  to  every  n;um  that  hears  it.  lb 
which  mr.  Speakeji;,  t>ecnusc  I  mi^  i^m^o  benefit 
of  speech  if  occasip)!^  aerye,  at  the  second  read^ 
ing  therA>f,  I  wil\  ^ot  spenk  more  at  this  prei 
sent,  but  only  toii^ch^  t|^e  vpry  tract  of  thb 
bill  itself.  The  hoju^uurable  personage,  that  it^ 
the  upper  house  in  the  beginning  ot  thb  part 
spake  against  the  lewd  abuses  of  pn^UJng  solid* 
tors  and  their  great  multitude,  WVo  set  dissent 
ston  betwixt  man  and  man,  like  a  snak.ei  cut  it^ 
pieces,^r^wt  together  to  join  themselves  aganj^ 
to  stir  tkp  ^ySX  sp^ts  of  disseinion :  he,  I  say, 
advbed  us,  that  a  law  n\igbt  \fe  made  to  repress 
them.  I  have  obser\'ed  tha^  no  man  in  this 
pari,  ever  offered,  tc^  prefer  any  such  bill  to  thb. 
house^  but,  sure  I  am,  no  man  spake  to^thb  pur- 
pose. I  ^ve  therefore,  n^.  Speaker,  presumed 
Q^t  of  my  young  experience^  because  I  know 
part  of  Uteir  abuses*  and  w^h  that  small  portion, 
ofleam^g  that  I  ^ive,^  to  draw  a  bill,  tcpi^' 
here  it  b.  The  title  is  thus :'  An  act  to  repress, 
the  multitHde  of  Common  SoIGcijU>rs»'*  The 
body  of  the  act  dbaUeth  all  pecipps  to  solicit 
any  caase  other  than  ttjeir  p^.  There  am 
excepted  and  fbj^p^izedi  four  several  sorts^ 
lawyers  and  a^ttornjesin  their  own  courts;  where 
they  be  swora.  servanu  in  livenTy  and  kinsmen 
within  t^e  fourth  degree  of  coDsanguinity., 
Aod^  no,  man  witliin  this  kinsdpm  but  may  fin^ 
a^tting  and  convenient  solicitor  within  these 
four  deerees.  And  I  humbly  pray,  it  being  sOi, 
shorty  t£at  the  bill  may  be  read  and  received.' 

Debate  on  the  Supflv  renetptd,]  On  the 
saxtie  dav  the  affair  or  the  Supply  was  agahi^ 
broQj^Worc  the  Ii0tuc;;an4.  nr.Secrci^. 
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feed  began  UttlL  and  said,  "  Whon  it  wa»  the 
fr)(A  jjlcaftute  or  this  houuc  to  give  prder  to  the 
<ummittec&  to  coosidcr  the  coininoo  danger  of 
'i\i\>  realm,  in  which  not  only  crery  rocrnher 
^t'  this  hou>e,  but  every  man  in  the  kiii|;Hom 
u  interested,  it  liked  the  committees  after  ibeir 
rc^lution  to  chuse  one  among  all  to  give  ac- 
couut  oflheir  proceedings,  ajxi  that  is  myself. 
f,  do  know,  It  wore  the  safest  way  for  a  man*s 
memory,  to  deliver  the  last  resolution  without 
•ajiy  precedent'  argument;  for  rare  is  the  as- 
'  'fccmhlx  Jn  whiclji  tliere  is  not  tome  variety  of 
*iopInii)iis.  ^\nd  I  am  of  opinion,  if  we  had  all 
agrdcd  upon  the  manner,  as  we  did  speedily 
xipon  the  matter,  all  had  been  dispatched  in  an 
Jour.  It  seemed  by  the  ready  consent  of  the 
committees,  tliat  they  came  not  to.look  on  one 
jollier,  or  like  sheep  to  accompany  one  ano- 
ilicrjj  but  the  matter  was  wejl  declared  by . 
*some,  and  at  length  consented  unto  by  all. 
X)ur  contention  bred  diircrcnce,  and  difference ' 
jCausc  of  argument,  both  haw  to  case  the  state, 
^and  make  thi^  subsidy  less  bmthensome  whicn 
^liall.lie  received.^  Some  were  of  opinion,  that 
tlic  ^' pound  meii'should  be  spared,  because  it 
-wau  to  be  considered  they  had  but  small  por- 
.tions.  Others  were  of  opinion  that  the  4  pound 
-inen  sliouid  give  double,  and  the  r«t  upward- 
.should  Uc  higher  atsesscd^  Otliers  were  of 
other  opiniojis.  Again  it  was  moved,  whether 
this  Subsidy  sbould  go  in  the  name  of  a  Bene- 
•jvolence  pr  Contribution,  or  whether  in  the 
^mcof  a  4  th  Subsidy ;  but  at  length  most 
.voices  rt^olved  it  should  have  tlic  old  name  of 
a  Subsidy,  because  '  subsidium  and  nuxiliuin* 
^are  all  one.  *  The  most  voices  concluded,  Thut, 
there  should  be  no  exception  of  the  S  poiind 
"meii,  because  accordhig  to  their  rate  some 
Vere  assessed  undervalue;  besides, separation 
^inight  broed  emulation,  suspicion  of  partiality 
.and  CouinsioD.  And  the  whole  realm,  when 
each  man  comes  into  his  country,  will  be  better, 
^satisfied,  vvhen  they  shall  know  the^  have 
spared  no  man,  nor  made  any  disjunction.  It 
ivas  Siiid  by  a  member  of  tfit^  housa,  tbat  he 
knew  some  poor  people  piiwned  their,  pots  and 
pans  to  pay  the  Subsidy.  It  may  be  you  dwell 
.where  yt*ii  see  a!\d  hear ;  t  dwell  where  I  hear 
and  believe.  And,  Uiis  1  know,  that  neither 
pot  iior  pan,  nor  dish  nor  spoon  sbould  be 
spared  when  danger  is  at  our  elbows.  But  be 
that  spal^e  this,  in  my  conscience,  spake  it  not 
to  hinder  the  Siibsldy,  or  the  t;reatnesa  of  the ' 
.giti,  but  to  shew  the  poverty  of  some  assess<^d, 
and  by  t^piuring  them  to  yield  them  relief.  But,' 
.by  no  means,  I  would  hiave  the  Q  pound  men' 
exempted,  because  t  do  wish  the  king  of  Spain 
"might  know*  how  willing  we  are  to  sell  all  in 
jdeKJnce  t^f  God's  religion,  our  prince  and  coun- 
try.—-I  have  road  when  Hannibal  resolved  to 
hack  Rome,  he  dwelt  in  the  cities  adjoining, 
^ud  never  feared  or  doubted  of  his  enterpnze, 
,t.U  woj-d  was  brought  him  that  the  maidens, 
ladies,  and  women  of  Rome  sold  their  ear-rings, 
ji^wels  and  all  their  necessaries  to  maintain , 
war  .against (him.  I  do  take  myself  in  dut^* 
\jiXvA  tc  uc'^uaiot  this  house  with  the  iiio- 


desty  of  the  committee  at  the  _ 
that  where  lirst  tbis  house  never  stuck'  to  < 
mit  it,  they  never  stuck  (understanding  the  rea- 
sons) to  grantit." 

Sir  Rob,  Wrolh  tlien  moved,  "  That  this 
new  Subsidy  might  he  drawn  in  a  bill  by 
itself,  to  which  should  be  annexed  a  preamble 
of  the  great  necessities,  the  wiUingneas  of  the 
subject,  aiui  that  it  mi^ht  be  no  precedent; 
but  that  wotild  not  be  yielded  unto." 

Mr.  Francis  Mopre  moved  that,  **  That 
which  was  done  might  be  completitly  done, 
and  tlie  Subsidy  gathered  by  commission,  and 
not  by  the  old  roll;  tor  peradventure  some 
were  dead,  others  falleo  to  poverty,  others 
richer,  and  so  deserved  to  be  enhanced,  &c. 
And  withal  he  said,  tlint  tbe  granting  of  this 
Subsidy  seemed  to  be  %hc  alplm  and  omega  of 
this  pari" 

Mr.  Wingjield  moved  the  boo.  of  the  couiw 
cil,  members  of  this  house,  **  That  seeing  th^ 
Subsidy  was  granted,  and  they  yet  had  done 
nothio£;i  it  would  please  l^er  maj.  not '  to  dis^ 
solve  the  pari,  till  some  acts  were  passed.'* 

Mr.  Francis  Ba^o.if  aAsr  a' repetition  that 
the  5  pound  mon  might  not  be  excluded,  con- 
r!u  J'd,  '*  That  it  was  *  didcia  tractuspori  jugo,* 
therefore  the  poor  as  well  as.thp  ricli  not  io  be 
exempted.** 

Sir  WaUcr  Raleigh  said,  "  I  like  not  that 
the  Spaniards,  our  enemies,  should  know  of 
our  selling  our  pots  and  pans  to  pay  Subsidies; 
wclf  may  ^^u  call  it  policy,  as  an  hon,  person 
allcdgcd,  but,  J  am  sure,  it  argues  poverty  in 
the  state.  And  for  the  motion  that  was  last 
made,  of  '  dulcis  tructus  pari  jugo,'  call  you 
this  *  par  jugum,'  when  "a  poor  man  pays.ai^ 
much  as  a  rich,  and  peradvpnture  his  estutc  is 
no  better  tlian  he  is  .set  at,  or  but  little  better; 
when  our  estates  that  be  30  or  401.  in  the 
Queen's  books,  are  not  the  hundred  puitof  onr 
wealth  ?  ThcreforCtit  is  not  *  dulck  nor  *  pw."* 

Mr,  Sec.  Ccci^.  "  That  for  wiMft  tbe  mfsom 
lemau  said,  *.That  the  Sub^dy  was  tlie  a^>lHi 
and  omega  of  this  j)arl.  :*  I  thi^ik  he,  spoke  it 
not  simply  out  of  humour,  but  rather  apoa 
probability;  for,  I  can  ^^ssure  you,  herm^ 
is  as  respective  over  you  touching  her  lawTS, 
which:  she  desircth  may  be  jierused  Hoi  amead^ 
(^d,,that  s}ie  meaneth  not  to  dissolve  this  parll 
untU  some  things  be  amended :  for  that^  tbat 
1  said,  touclung  the  Spauiurd  s  kuowi)ig  of  our 
sale  of  our  pots  and  pans,  and  all  we  have,  to 
keep  him  oyt^  which  should  be  a  matter  of 
pohcy,  te  which  the  gent,  (sir  Walter  {UJeigb) 
took  exceptions ;  I  say,  it  is  true,  and  yet  I 
am  mistaken.  I  sayjKt  is  good  th^  SpAnjandf 
.should  know  bow  willing  we  are  to  iel(  our 
^pots  and  pans  and  all'we  h^ve  tu  l^qpp  him 
out:  yet  I  do  not  sa^,  it;  ili  gopd  besboulf 
kjoow  \ye  do  sell  them. '  TKat  is^  I  would  have 
him  know  our  wUlingnoss  to  se^,.(thoug^  there 
be  no  need)  but  n^  of  our  poveny  in  .tellj^ 
or  of  any  necessity  we  have,  ^o  selT  it^gk 
which  I  think  none  will  do,  neither  shaU  tmi 
to  do.'^   Then  all  the  house' cried,  '  No^^^* 
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.  Sit.Artkur  Gorge  amved,  **  That  it  would 
please  the  cQuncil,  that  order  might  be  tokeo 
xiiEt  Justin  of  the  peace  might  be  assessed 
Mccordiag  to  the  statute,  viz.  at  201.  lands, 
Tvhereajtt  tttere  be  few  justices  that  be  above 
Z  or  lOL" 

Sarjeaat  Heyle,  "  Mr.  Speaker,  I  mai-yel 
mucli  that  the  house  \i-ill  bt>ind  upon  granting 
of  a  Subsidy,  or'  tlie  time  of  payment,  wlien 
all  we  have  is  her  maj.'s ;  and  .she  may  law- 
iuUy,  at  her  pleasure,  take  it  from  us:  y<;a, 
sha  bath  U9  uiuch  right  to  nil  oi^r  lands  and 
gQpds,  as  t^  any  revewie.of  Iter  crown.*'  At 
uhich  all  the  hom^e  hemmed,  and  laughed  and 
talked.  «  Well,"  quoth  serj,  Heyle,  "  all 
^Qur  hemming  shall  net  put  mo  put  of  counte- 
fiAJice.*'  .  So  mr.  Spkr  stood  up  and  said,  *'  It 
is  M  great  disorder  that  this  eiliould  he  used ; 
Jk^v  it  is  the  ancient  use  of  every  roan  to  be 
«ilent  wheu  avy  on^  speaketh;  and  lie  that  is 
speaking  should  b^jufTarcd.  to  deliver  his  mi^d 
ivithout  .interruption."  So  die  si^rjeunt  pro- 
ceeded, and  wheu  he  had  spoken  a  little 
while,'  tlie  house  heouned  agaui,  and  so  he 
sat  dowQ.  In  his  hitter  speech  he  jsaid,  **'  He 
could  prove  hia  former  poidtion  by  precedent 
in  •  the  times  of  lien.  III.  king  John,  kii^ 
Stephen, ^c«*^  which  was  the  occasion  of  tlieir 
hemming^ 

.  Mr.  ^fontaguc  said,  "  That  there  wc»e  no 
such  |Srecedents ;  and  if  all  preambles  oi  sub- 
sidies were  looked  upon,  he  should  iind  it 
si'Oi^  of  free  gift.  And  aUh<)(|gh  her  niaj. 
/:equireth  this  at  our  huiKlss  yet  it. is  \ii  us  to 
give^  not.  in  her  to  e^ct  of  duty.,  Aiul  for 
tlie  precedents  there  be  none  sucli;  bat  touch- 
ing a  iPih  ilccce  of  wool,  and  a  10th  sheaf  of 
cqrn  tluut  was  granted  to  £dw.  IIL  at  his  ^oing 
to  the , conquest  of  France;  because  all  the 
money,  tlien  in  tlie  land  to  be  levied,  by  way 
pi  6ubsi((y,  would  not  be  any  way  answerable 
(a.  raise  that  great  ma&s  he  desired.  And  so, 
Wring  these  lOths,  he  sold  them  to  private 
jnen  to  gain  that  subsidy,  and  so  raised  money 
-to  himself  for  his  enterprise.*'  . 
.  BillHgaiiut  PJturalitki  of' Bcnefic£^.'^  Nov.  16. 
A  pill  forxedressingccrtam  iuc^ui-emencics  in 
the  statute  ofSl  lieu. VIII.  c.  l^i,  intituled,  *  An 
^t  against  Phindities  of  Benefices  ihr  takiuu 
of  Fai7D#-bY  Spiritual  Men,  and  for  Ilesideucey 
was  read  the  '^d  time. 

.  Mr,  Dunn  sa^I,  "  It  was  no  reason  that  men 
of  uoeoual  desert  should  he  equally  bcoehced^ 
or  equalized  with  the  best." 

Pr.  Lrompton  wished  <'  That  pluralities  of 
oO^ces  might  be  taken  from  the  Laity,  apd  tljfen 
pluralities  pf  beqefices  from  the  spirituality. 
AIvoJjj  ifS^p^t  ages  ^asaid,  icopropri^tioiis 
were  gfiff^xo  thp  ipiritualitjf,  and  Uien  no  plu- 
raUtJes44|oiweja.;  as  also  spiritiial  men  bound 
b/  eccl^siaitico)  canons  of  theifi  own  from  jnar- 
jaagO)  ^  that,  they  might  live,  with  iar  lett 
fAl^fiS^  tlmn  now„Jthey  do.  ^  JEk^t^  having  taken 
^^  th^m  first  tfi^impropi^ons,  4^y  oannot 
leep  that  hospitality  whith  as  required.  And 
oexf^  maiT^gfh^ifig'tolera^  aniong  them. 


children,  one  beneiiee  of  small  cure  suffic^ 
not." 

Sir  Geo,  Moore  «  Thought  the  bill  most  fit 
to  be  committed,  it  being,  in  the  general  opi- 
nion, a  good  law,  and  tending  to  a  good  and 
a  religious  end ;  and  such  is  the  iniquity  of 
this  age,  that  tor  want  of  a  good  law  of  thi# 
nature,  many  souls  do  not  only  languish  bat 
.  perish  everlastingly,  for  want  of  spiritual  food.** 

Mr.  Lock.  **  I  think  bare  silence  is  not  ate 
exoneration  of  a  man's  conscience :  the  simili- 
tude of  othces  and  benctices,  made  by  tlif 
doctor,  doth  not  hold,  under  favour ;  for  *  Non 
est  incipiendum  cum  laicis,  sed  incidiendom  a 
domo  Deii'  therefiwe  if  the^  begin  tii-s^  we 
sliall  follow  in  avoiding  Pluralities.''  i 

Dr.  Jam€s.  *^.  That  it  had  been  said,  that 
Pluralities  were  the  cause  of  bringing  coitu{^ 
tion  into  tli<|  ehurch;  but  for  that,  under 
favour,  said  he>  I  think  the  contrary,  because 
corruption  is  commonly  where  poverty  is ;  but 
if  competent  living  be  given  to  the  minister,  I 
see  no  reason  why  just  men  should  judge  tliere 
to  be  corruptioio.  Sdly,  it  was  said,  fhat  it 
would  be  a  tneans  of  preaching  the  word ;  fot 
tliat  I  answer^  that,  if  hojEKT  of  conipetent 
living  bo  taken  away,  it  wiU  be  a  means  .ts 
make  the  best  wits  refnse  the  Btudy.of  divj^ 
uity.  And  therefore  an  historian,  saith  weU^ 
that  '  sublads  pra:miis  corruunt  ^es.'  Con- 
sider besides,  that  in  England  there  are  abo^ 
eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  odd  purisfah 
churphos ;  six,  hundred  of  which  do  but  ^i!bra 
(;o^»pc);ent.  Jiving  for  a  minister :  whaj^  tlicn 
shalChccpmeof  the  multitude  oC^ur  ^arnoif 
men  ?  Tlrey  have  no  other  prefeiin^nts  unlesf 
it  l>a  to. get  some  deanery,  preliend,  or  such 
like,  which  is  no  easy  matter  to  do,  they  being 
so  few,  especially  in  this  catching  age..  To 
give  the  l>est  scholar  out  as  great  proportion  as 
the  meanest  ai-tisan,  or  to  give  all  ahke^  there 
is  no  equality ;  (qt  *  Inseaualibus  squaha  daro 
absurdura.'  And  this  will  breed  poverty  in  tlm 
greatest  learaed,  which,  is  the  mother  of  con* 
tempt,  a  tiling  both  dangerous  and  odious  untq 
divinity :  this  must  needs  enforce  preachei's  to 
preach  <  plucentia ;'  which  is  a  thii^  abhorred 
^ven  of  God  himself.  A  preacher,  who  is  no 
ordinary  person,  ought  to  have  an  extraonli* 
nury  reward ;  fur  the  canon  saith,  he  must  he 
'  ad  minimum  aitium  magister,  aut  pubUcui 
aut  idoneus  verbi  divini  conctonator."  ,. 

Mr.  Duvid  Wa^r house.  **  Because  nwsclf 
am  an  officer,  I  mean  only  to  speak  of^  the 
doctoi's  similitude  of  pljuralitiea  of  o6Scesi 
Bj  the  common  )%w,  an  officer  shall  forfeit 
lus  office  for  non-attendance;  so  for  a  benefice 
the  incumbent  sbaU  also  forfeit.  But  aAei:  the 
statute  came  which  made  this  toleration  upoi^ 
18  dagrs  absence:  so  that  now,  if  we  set  this 
statute  et  liberty  ^again,  this  sliall  be  no  inno* 
vstion  10  OS,  but  a  renovation,  of  the  common 
law.  An4 1  will  end  only  with  this  cautioij.ta 
t|ie  hoiise»  tliat  copi^oiify  the  most  ignorant 
divines  of  tli^  land,,bf  doubled  beneficed." 

S^.  Harris.  '  "We  seem  to  defend  the 
privitsQis  I|d4  <fQ|^9>l^  tho  house,  but  if  we 
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pnoeeil  to  ddtermtfte  of  l^is  biU,  nnr.  Spkr,  w^ 
sb«ll  liot  oqIj  infringe  i^  custom  whicb  we  have 
«vcr  observed,  vit.  to  meddle  with  no  matter 
that  toucheth  her  mty/s  preregative ;  but  abo 
procure  her  |(reat  dUpleaaure.  Admit  we 
^ould  determine  of  this  matter,  ^et  her  maj. 
may  grant  toleration  with  a  '  non  obstante/ 
Add,  mr.  Speaker,  the  last  pari,  may  be  a  warn- 
ing to  U8  when  the  like  biO  by  ns  was  pr&- 
fcrrtd,  and  the  same  not  onfy  rejected,  but 
also  her  maj.  commanded  the  W,  keeper  to 
fell  us,  tl)at  slie  hoped  we  w6uki  not  hereafter 
meddle  in  cases  of  thi^  nature  so  nearly  touch- 
ing her  prerojgative  royal.* 

Mr.  Martin,  ¥*  I  agree  witk  one  that  said, 

•  learning  should  have  her  re\vai^  :*  but  I  say 
more,  that  our  soub  should  ftave  their  spiritual 
food." 

Mr.  Franci$  Btttting$,  **  I  protect  d)at 
which  I  shall  speak,  I  wiH  utter  to  you  all, 
out  of  the  conscience  of  a  christian,  loyalty  of 
a  subject,  and  heart  of  an  BnfglislimaH.  I 
kibow  tfhat  *  distributip  parochiarum  est  ei 
jure  humano  non  divint>/  But  he  that  said 
so  much,  give  me  \twit  to  rell  Irim, .  that 

*  distrtbutio  Verbi  divini  cirt!  ca  jure  di^no  et 
Immano.'  If  tlicn  by  the  distrtbatrng  and 
ieverrog  of  benefices  to  divers  learned  men^ 
Ac  word  may  be  the  -better  distributed  unto 
ike  people,  and  preached  as,  Ood'  be  thanked, 
it  bath  wen  these  43  yettrs,  uadcr  her  maj.'s 
twtppygovt.^  ^tb^  p0intof  whose  days,  I  be- 
seech the  Almighty,  may  be  j^rolonamVl  see 
tid  redkon,  mr.  ^eaker,  why  We  should  rknjfct  of 
ibe goodness 6t  this  bill,  or  litakVany  ques- 
tion of  the  committing  thereof,  dtc.*^' "       ' 

Mr.  Bxtgcr  Owen  sliewed,  "  Th«l?  a  statute 
iwas  but  *  privatjo  communis  jt^ii*:*  and  this 
act  wilt  make  no  innovation,  because  it  repeals 
only  the  proviso,  and  not  the  body.  Wliereas 
it  was  said^  that  '  honos  alit  artes,'  and  much 
more  to  that  purpose ;  and  if  you  take  away 
the  honour  aiid  reward,  then  you  take  away 
the  study  itself.  For  answer  thereunto^  mr. 
Speaker,  I  say,  under  favour,  that  this  s^tute 
takes  away  no  benefices  from  the  clergy,  but 
doth  only  Dctter  order  the  <Jistribution  of  be- 


nefices amonp  the  clergy.  For  another  doctor 
that  alledgeda  canon  coh6rmed  under  the 
great  seal  of  England,  I  say,  under  ^voor, 
that  they  of  the  dcrgy,  and  not  we  of  the 
iaity,  are  bound  thereby;  for  they  arc,  as  it 
were,  Iw-laws  to  them,  bn^  not  to  us.** — 
After  which  h  ina  committed. 

Debate  on  a  BiU  against  JHtonopolks.J  Nov; 
If0«  the  grand  afUr  c^lAonopMtes  bc^n  in  this 
koose.  It  was  first  broo^t  iff  by  mr.  Laurence 
Hide,  and  was  then  intitleij,  «  An  act  ftt  tM 
explanation  of  the  common  law  ih  eeitain  casei 
of  Letters  Patents.'  AftSer  it  was  read",  die 
^estion  was  to  be  put  fbf  -  the  comtttitting  of 
it  J  and  some  crying  out,  *  Cbmnft  it,*  sothe 
*  ingross  it,'  a  great  debate  arosif.    ^faen  • 

Mr.  Spker^  burgess  for  Warwick^  snid,'**  Mr. 
Speaker,  this  assembly  ,m»y  be  sai^  to  be  *  K» 
Bera  mens  et  libera  '^naiu^'  tl^t^refore  fteely 
and  ^thfi^,  that  fHudklkiibii^f  wttflpeal 


to  this  house.  Thkbitt  may  touchy  prevogp* 
tlve  royal,  which,  as  I  learned  the  wbt  puri 
is  so  transcendent,  that  the  . .  •  . .  VUie  stib* 
ject  may  not  aspire  thereunto.  Far  be  it 
therefor^  from  me,  tliat  the  state  and  preroga^ 
tive  royal  of  die  prince  should  be  tied  by  me  or 
by  the  act  of  any  other  subject.  Firit  let  ua 
consider  of  the  word  Monopoly,  what  it  is, 
H&^  is  Unas,  and  IlA«  is  CivUa$ ;  so  theii 
the  meaning  of  the  word  is,  a  restraiat  of  any 
thing  public  in  a  (aty  or  commonwealdi  to  % 
private  use,  and  the  user  called  a  Mooopcditaitp 
*  quasi  cujus  privatum  lucrum  est  qibts  etorbia 
commune  malmPf'  And  we  ma^  w^  term 
this  man  the  whirlpool  of  the  prince's  profit. 
Evenr  man  hath  3  special  friends,  hb  goo^ 
kinsfolks,  and  good  name:  tb^se  men  mUT 
have  the  two  first  but  not  the  last.  I  speal^ 
not,  mr.  Speaker,  neither  reninifig  at  her  mfd.li 
prerogative,  or  misliking  Uie  ret^sons  of  net 
grants,  but  out  of  grlet  of  heart,  to  see  the 
toWn,  wherein  I  serve,  pestered  and  contir 
nunlly  vexed  by  Uie  substitutes  and  vice^ 
^erents  of  these  Blonojfiolitans,  who  are  ever 
lU-dispoted  and  affectea  members,  l  beseech 
you,  give  rac  leave  to  prove  this  unto  you  by 
this  argument  Whosoever  trans^resseth  th« 
rojal  commission  of  her  miy,  bem^  granted 
upon  good  and  warrantable  suggestions,  ah4 
also  abuseth  the  authority  and  warrant  of  her 
maj.'s  privy  eouncil,  being  granted  unto  him 
fbr  the  more  favourable  execution  of  his  p»> 
tent:  this  man  is  an  evil-disposed  and  dan- 
gerous subject.  But  that  this  is  true,  and  batft 
been  doni^.bTone  person,  a  substitute  of  a  pa* 
tentee,  I  will  prove  unto  you.  The  substitutes 
fbr  aquavits'  and  vinegar  came  not  ki^g  since 
to  the  tOwn  where  I  serve,  and  presently  stayed 
sale  j}(  both  these  i^mmodities ;  mtless  th^ 
sellers  would  compound  with  them,  they  must 
presently  to  the  council-table.  Myself,  thougl^ 
Ignorant,  yet  not  so  unskilful,  by  reason  of  i^ 
profession,  but  that  I  could  judge  whether 
their  proceedings  were  according  to  their  won 
thority,  viewed  their  patent,  and  found  they 
exceeded  in  three  pomts :  for  where  the  p»* 
tent  jgives  four  months  liberty  to  the  suigect^ 
that  mith  any  aquavits,  to  sell  the  same,  tbia 
person  comes  down  within  tvro  months, and 
takes  bond  of  tbem  to  his  own  use,  where  he 
ought  to  bring  them  before  a  justice  of  peace»  • 
and  they  there  to  be  bound  m  recognixancc, 
find  ifcfber  to  be  returned  into  the  exohe^prar  ; 
and  9Q>  by  usurpation,  retatoeth  power  m  his 
bWn  hah<to  to  kill  or  save.  Thus  her  maj/a 
commistsion  being  transgrcsfed,  as  a  swont, 
servant  to  h^  mig.  I  hold  mvMf  bomid  to. 
eerti^  the  house  tbeireof ;  and  abo'  t)mt  thb 
Stibemute  stxmdii  indicted  as  an  oMinafte  re*, 
edsikttt :  yea,  when  her  maj.'k  name  bath  beed 
Ibol^  of  and  herself  ptayed  for,  be  hatkre*^ 
med  to  iN^r  hat  or  l^^.  Bfy  hnmble  motioii 
is,  that  if^>  might  tne  somct  cai^oa  or  dr» 
cmn^p^f^titecare  to  prevent  t^  eosutng  mi»i 
chief." 

m,  Vhmeii  Biftm,  ^<  I  confose  thel>itt,  ai. 
ki8|iti&  fow  i|M9^  ^7<t^^oMkiira»«^ 
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weighty.  F«r  tbe  preromtive  rovtl  of  the 
priDcey  for  my  own  pnit  1  ever  allowed  of  it^ 
auid  it  is  such  as  I  hope  shall  never  be  discussed. 
The  anecn,  as  she  is  our  sovereign,  huth  both 
ma  enmrging  and  restraining  power*  For,  by 
ber  prerogative,  she  may  nrst  set  at  liberty 
things  restrain^  by  statute-law,  or  otherwise ; 
and,  3udly,  by  her  preroeative,  she  may  re- 
strain things  which  be  at  liberty.  For  the  first, 
she  may  grant  ^  non  obstante'  contrary  to  the 
penal  laws,  whicli  truly,  according  to  my  own 
Oonscience,''  [and  so  struck  himself  on  the 
breast]  '*  are  as  hateful  to  the  subject  as  sno- 
aopotiet.  For  the  Snd,  if  any  man,  out  of  his 
•WD  wit,  industry,  or  endeavour,  iiuds  out  any 
thing  beneficial  for  the  commonwealUi,  or  bring 
imy  new  invention,  which  every  subject  of  tliis 
kifl^om  may  use;  yet  in  reguxl  of  his  pains 
and  travel  therein,  her  maj.  perhaps,  is  pleased 
to  grant  hint  a  privilege  to  use  tlie  same  only 
by  tomself  or  his  deputies  for  a  certain  time. 
This  b  one  kind  of  monopoly.  Sometimes  there 
is  a  glut  of  things  when  tliey  be  in  excessive 
quantity,  as  perhaps  of  com,  and  her  maj. 
^ves  Ikreocc  of  transportation  to  one  man; 
this  it  another  kind  or  monopoly.  Somctinies 
there  is  a  scarcity  or  a  small  quantity,  and  the 
like  is  cranted  also.  These  and  divers  of  this 
nature  have  been  in  trial,  both  at  tlie  common 
pleas,  upon  actions  of  trespass,  where,  if  the 
judges  do  find  the  privilege  good,  and  benefi* 
ciak  to  the  commonwealth,  they  then  will  allow 
it,  otherwise  disallow  it.  And  alito  I  know  that 
lier  maj.  herself  hath  given  commandment  to 
her  attorney-general,  to  brin^  divers  of  them, 
tKBce  the  last  pari,  to  trial  m  the  exchequer ; 
since  which  time  at  least  15  or  16,  to  my  know- 
ledge, have  been  repealed ;  some  by  her  mi^.'s 
pwn  express  commandment,  upon  complaint 
made  unto  lier  by  petition,  and  some  by  *  quo 
Warranto'  in  the  exchequer.  But  inr.  Speaker, 
(said  he,  pointing  to  the  bill)  this  is  no  stranger 
in  this  place,  but  a  stranger  in  this  vestment : 
tbc  use  hath  been  ever  to  humble  ourselves 
tiBto  her  maj.  and  by  petition  desire  to  have 
oiv  grievances  remeaied,  especially  when  tbe 
remedy  toucheth  her  so  nigh  in  point  of  preroga- 
tive. All  cannot  be  done  at  oocc,  neither  was 
it  possible  since  the  last  pari,  to  repeal  all.  If 
ber  m»j.  make  a  patent  (or,  as  we  term  it,  a 
monopoly)  unto  any  of  her  servants,  that  must 
go,  and  wo  cry  out  of  it  t  but  if  she  grant  it  to 
wi  number  of  burgesses,  or  a  corporation,  that 
iQttst  Stand,  and  that  forsooth  is  up  monopoly. 
T  say,  and  I  say  again,  that  we  ought  nqt  to 
deal,  to  jodeCy  or  mradle  with  Iter  maj.V  pre- 
rqgaiiyc.  I  wish  every  man  tiiercfore  to  be 
amui  in  ^b  bunness ;  and  humblv  piay  thb 
luiate  to  testify  with  xne^  that  I,  the  queen's 
attorney-|ieneia],  have  dischaijged  my  duty,  in 
r^peet  of  mj  pUtcey  in  speaking  on  her  miij.'& 
Ij^half ;  and  protait  I  have  delivered  my  con^ 
•cieoce  in  tiffing  that  which  I  have  saidl*^ 
'  Dr*  Bmmu.  ^  tie  that  will.go^aboutto  de- 
lifltOilKerm^.'s  preroptive  royal,  hal  need  walk 
iHwljL  In  tiBipectoraflrievaQceont  of  the  dqr. 


that  now  which  I  had  not  intended  to  speak 
before ;  I  mcau  a  monopoly  of  salt.  It  is  aa 
old  proverb,  '  Sal  sapit  omnia,;'  fire  and  water 
are  not  more  necessary.  But  for  otlier  Mo- 
nopolies of  cardb-"  (at  which  word  sir  WalteiP 
Raleigh  blushed)  "  dice,  starch,  and  the  like  ; 
they  are,  (because  Monopolies)  I  must  coniestp 
very  hurtful,  though  not  all  alike  hurtlul.  I 
know,  there  b  a  great  dififercuce  in  th^n;  and 
I  think,  if  the  abuses  in  this  monopoly  of  sak 
were  particularized,  tlib  would  walk  in  .tfaa 
fore-rank.  Now,  seeing  we  are  come  to  tba 
meaas  of  redress  let  us  see  that  it  be  so  man* 
nerly  and  (landsomely  handled,  that  after  a 
commitment,  it  may  have  good  passage.*' 

Mr.  Lawrence  Hide,  **  I  confer  mr.  Speaker, 
thnt  f  owe  duty  to  God,  and  loyalty  to  my 

frince.  And  for  the  bill  it&elf  I  made  it,  and 
think  I  undcrstsind  it:  and  far  be  itirom  thia 
heart  of  mine  to  think,  tliis  tongue  to  speak^ 
or  this  hand  to  write  any  thin|;,  either  in  preju- 
dice or  derogation  ofhcrms^.'s  prerogative  royal 
and  the  state.  But  because  you  shall  kuow 
that  thb  course  is  no  new  invention,  but  long 
since  digested  in  the  age  of  our  foreftttheta* 
above  300  years  ago,  I  will  offer  to  your  con- 
.wlerations  one  precedent  10th  Edw.III.  At 
which  time,  one  John  Peach  was  arraigned  at 
this  bar  in  pari,  for  that  lie  had  obtained  of 
the  king  a  monopoly  for  sweet  wines.  The 
patent,  after  great  advice  and  dbpute,  waa 
adj  udged  void,  and,  before  hb  face,  in  open  parL 
canceUcd,  because- be  had  exacted  3s.  4d.  for 
every  tun  of  wine  ;  himself  adjudged  to  prison^ 
until  he  had  made  restitution  of  all  that  ever 
he  had  recovered,  and  not  to  be  delivered  till 
after  a  fine  of  5001.  paid  to  the  king.  Thb  ia 
a  precedent  wortliy  of  observation;  *Lut  I  dare 
not  presume  to  say,  worthy  the  following. 
And,  inr.  Speaker,  as  I  think  it  b  no  derogation 
to  the  omnipotence  of  God,  to  say  he  can  do 
all  but  evil  ;  so  1  think,  it  b  no  derogation  to 
the  maj.  or  person  of  the  queen,  to  say  the  like 
in  some  proportion.  Yet,  mr.  Speaker,  becauso 
two  eyes  may  see  more  tlian  one,  I  humbly 
pray,  tliat  there  might  be  a  commitment  had 
of  tlbis  bill,  lost  somethiiiK  may  be  tiierein  whick 
may  prove  the  bane  and  overthrow  thereof^ 
the  time  of  the  passing." 

Serjeant  HhitIs,  «<  For  ought.  I  sqe,  the 
house  movcth  to  have  this  hill  in  tl|e  nature 
of  a  petition ;  it  must  tJien  besin  with  more  hu« 
miJiatioii :  and  truly,  sir,  the  bill  is  «ood  of  it- 
self, but  tl)c  penning  of  it  b  soinewMat  out  of 
course." 

Mr.  Montague,  ^'  The  matter  b  good  and 
honest,  and  I  like  this  mapner  of  proceeding 
by  biU  well  enough  in  thb  matter*  The  griev* 
anccs  are  great,  and  I  woidd  note  unto  you 
only  thus  much,  that  die  last  pari,  we  proceed* 
ed  by  Uie  way  of  petitiont  which  had  no  «oc« 
cessful  eflect." 

Mr.  Francis  Mmre,  **  I  know  the  queen's 
prerontive  is  a  thing  curious  to  be  dealt  withal, 
yet  aff  grievances  are  not  comparable.  I  can« 
not  utter  with  my  tongue,  pr  conceive  with  my 
heart,  the  great  grievs^p«§,tjiflf  ^  to^  and 
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^buncty  fdr  whicfa  I  srrrc,  sofibrcth  by  somr 
of  these  Monopoiies;  it  brin^teth  the  general 
profit  into  a  pnvate  hand,  tuid  the  end  of  all  is 
beggafy  and  bondage  to  the  subjects.  We 
k&ve  a  law  fur  the  true  and  fu.thfu)  curr^nng  of 
katbcu';  there  is  a  patent  sets  all  dt  hbcuv, 
BOtwntMtandiog  that  statute.  And  to  \^hat 
purpose  is  it  to  ^  any  tliiug  by  act  of  pari 
H'hen  the  qoeen  will  undo  the  sanic  by  her  prc- 
fogati\-e  ?  Out  of  the  spirit  of  hyuiiliation,  inr. 
Sf^ker,  I  do  speak  it,  there  is  no  act  of  hcr's 
that  bath  been,  or  is  more  derogatory  to  her  oivn 
maj.  more  odious  to  the  subject,  moi'e  dan- 
gerous to  the  oommontiealth  than  the  granting 
of  these  monopolies.'* 

Mr,  Mt/rtin,  *'  I  speak  for  a  town  that 
|»neves  and  pines,  for  a  country  that  gwianctli 
and  iaiiguisiicth  under  the  burthen  of  mon- 
flCrous  Bud  unconscionable  substitutes  to  the 
Bionopolitans  of  starch,  tin,  iish,  cloth,  oil,  %-i- 
Kegar,  salt,  and  I  know  not  what,  nay  what 
BOC  ?  The  principal  commoditiei>,  botli  of  my 
town  and  country,  are  ingrossed  into  tlie  hand 
of  those  blood-suckers  of  the  commonwealth. 
If  a  body,  mr.  Speaker,  being  let  blood,  be  left 
fCiU  languishing  without  any  reniedy,  how  can 
Ctie  go(Ml  ebtate  of  .that  body  long  remain? 
Such  is  the  state  of  my  town  and  country;  the 
trathc  is  taken  away,  the  inward  and  private 
commodities  are  taken  away,  and  dare  not  he 
vscd  without  the  licence  of  these  monopolitans. 
If  these  blood-suckers  be  still  let  alone  to  suck 
up  the  best  and  principal  commodities  which 
the  earth  there  hath  given  us,  what  shall  be- 
come of  us,  from  whom  the  fruits  of  our  own 
foil  and  the  commodities  of  our  own  labour, 
which,  with  the  sweat  of  our  brows,  even 
up  to  the  knees  in  mire  and  dirt,  we  have  la- 
boured for,  shall  be  taken  by  warrant  of  su- 
preme authority,  which  the  poor  subjects  dare 
not  gainsay  F*' 

Sir  Georae  Moore.  "  I  make  no  question 
hut  that  this  bill  oilcretfa  good  matter;  and  I 
do  wish,  that  the  matter  may  in  some  sort  be 
prosecuted,  and  the  bill  rejected.  Many  griev- 
wices  have  been  laid  open  touching  the  mono- 
polies of  salt ;  but,  if  we  add  thereunto  petrc, 
then  we  had  hit  the  grief  aright ;  with  which 
my  country  is  perplexed.  There  be  three  per- 
4on«i,  her  ma),  tlie  paicutce,  and  the  subject ; 
)|er  maj.  the  liead,  the  patentee  the  hand,  and 
the  subject  tije  foot.  Now  here's  our  case,  tfie 
head  gives  power  to  the  hands,  the  hand  op- 
pressetb  the  foot,  tlie  foot  riscth  against  the 
head.  We  know  the  power  of  her  msy.  can- 
not be  restrained  by  an  act,  why,  therefore, 
should  we  thus  talk?  Admit  we  should  make 
thi9  statute  with  a  '  non  obstante,'  yet  the 
qlieen  may  grant  a  patent  with  a  '  non  ob- 
stante,' to  cross  this  *  non  obstante.'  I  think 
therefore,  it  agreeth  more  with  the  gravity  and 
wisdom  of  this  house,  to  proceed  with  all  hum- 
bleness by  petition  than  bill.*' 

Mr.  Wm}rfield,  "  I  would  but  put  the  house 
in  miud  of  the  proceeding;  we  had  in  this  mat- 
ter the  bet  pari. ;  in  the  end  whereof,  our 
Speaker  osotedter  iiM||.by  way  of  petition,  that 


the  i^riofj  toucliinc  these  Monopolies  micht  be 
res|>ectcd,  and  iljc  grievances  coining  ot  thexn 
might  be  rcdrcM'd.  Her  maj.  answered,  by 
the  Id.  kccpc*i%  *  that  she  would  take  care  of 
the.*'e  mono|j»>lic>,  and  our  griefe  should  be  re- 
dressed^ if  iiot,  blie  would  give  us  free  liberty  ■ 
to  proceed  in  making  a  l«w  the  next  pari/ 
The  grief,  miv, Speaker,  is  still  blce^lin»,  and  we 
green  under  the  w»re,  and  are  still  without  re- 
medy. It  was  my  ha()  the  last  pari,  to  en- 
counter with  the  word  Prerogative;  but  as  then, 
so  now  I  do  it  nith  all  humility,  and  wish  all 
happines.s  both  unto  it,  and  to  her  maj.  I  am 
indiiferent  touching  our  proceeding  either  by 
bill  or  petition',  so  that  tfierein  our  griei-anccs 
may  follow,  whereby  her  maj.  may  specially 
underhand  them.*' 

Sir  Walter  Uulel^h.  "  I  am  urged  to  speak 
in  tvo  rcsi)ecti;  the  one  because  I  find  my^jir 
touched  m  particular;  the  other,  in  that  I 
take  some  imputation  of  slandci'  to  be  offered 
unto  her  maj.  I  mean,  by  the  gent,  that  first 
mentioned  tni  (mr.  Martin)  for  that  being  one 
of  the  principal  commodities  of  this  kingdom^ 
and  heinj;  iu  C'ornwall,  it  hath  ever,  so  long  as 
there  were  any,  belonged  to  the  dukes  ofCom-. 
wall,  and  they  had  special  patents  of  privilege. 
It  pleased  her  maj.  freely  to  bestow  upon  luc 
that  privilege  ;  and  that  patent  being,  word  for 
word,  the  very  same  the  duke's  is,  and  because 
by  reason  of  mine  ofhce  of  lord  warden  of  the 
stannary,  I  can  sufiicientlv  inform  this  house 
of  the  state  thereof;  I  will  make  bold  to  deli- 
ver it  uuto  you.  When  the  tin  is  taken  out  of 
the  mine,  and  melted  and  refined,  than  \s 
exQxy  piece,  containing  100  cut.  sealed  with 
the  duke's  seal.  Now  i  will  tell  you,  that  be- 
fore the  granting  of  my  patent,  whether  tin* 
were  but  of  17s.  and  so  upwards  to  50s.  a  cwt. ;  * 
yet  the  poor  workmen  never  had  above  2s.  a 
week,  fmding  themselves:  but  since  my  pa- 
tent, whosoever  will  work,  may;  and  buy  tin 
at  what  price  soever,  tliey  have  4  s,  a  week  truly 
paid.  There  is  no  poor  that  will  work  there,  ^ 
but  may,  and  hare  that  wages.  Notwithstand-' 
ing,  if  all  others  may  be  repealed,  I  will  give 
my  consent  as  freely  to  the  caticellingof  Uiis,' 
as  any  member  of  tins  house."    * 

Mr.  DozaJand.  "  If  we  proceed  by  way  of 
petition,  wc  can  ha^t:  no  more  grocious  ansvver 
than  wc  had  the  last  pari,  to  our  petitions 
But  since  that  pari,  we  have  no  reformation  ;* 
and  the  reason  why  I  think  no  reformation' 
hath  been  had,  is,  because  I  never  heard  the' 
cry  ajrainst  Monopolies  greater  and  more  vehc- 
meht^** 

Mr.  Johnson,  ^  I  woutd  we  Were  all  to' 
happy,  that  her  gracious  self  had  heard  Kit' 
the  fffih  part  of  tTiat,jdiat  fe\ef-y  one  of  us  S^* 
heard  this  day ;  I  think  verily,  in  my  s6iihsi^ 
consdence,  wc  should  not  be  thdre  desiraQS  m^ 
having  those  monopolies 'calkid  Wi,  tluii]  'ikk 
would  be  earnest  tticrcin  herself."  Afttt'W 
this  debate,  the  ijtiestion  was  pijf  fxX^wte-f 
mittins  the  pTll  or  not,  aniT  ft/was  ctmed  A' 
the  amrmative.  O^i  which  a  comtnittee  w4i^ 
appomtedyCotttilfiBhg  dr  fUniiit^imM^  bf 
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the  priry-council,  and  the  learned  counsel  of 
that  house,  sir  \V.  Haicigb,  wr  Fr.  Hastitigs, 
sir  Edw.  Stafford,  sir  Kdw.  Hobby,  sir  Geo. 
Moore,  sir  Hob.  Wroth,  and  divers  others. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  the 
Committee  met;  and  our  Journuiist  gives  us 
the  following  particulars  of  what  happcngd 
at  their  iirst  conference. 

8ir  Edw,  Hobby  informed  the  liouse  of  the 
great  abuse  of  the  paten  toe  for  Salt  in  his 
country,  "  That  betwixt  Michaehnas  and  st. 
Andrew's  tide,  where  salt  (before  die  putcnt) 
was  wont  to  be  sold  for  16d.  a  bushel,  it  is 
now  sold  for  14  or  15s.  a  bushel :  but,  after 
the  lord  president  had  understanding  thereof, 
he  committed  the  patentee,  and  caused  it  to  be 
sold  for  16d.  as,  before.*  To  i.>Tne,  tljere  is 
brought  eve^y  year  above  3000  wey  of  salt; 
and  every  wey  of  salt  is,  since  die  patent,  en- 
liaticed  to  20s.;  and  whei-c  the  bushel  was 
wont  to  be  8d.  it  is  now  lOd.  And  I  dure 
boldly  say  it,  if  this  patent  were  called  in, 
there  might  well  SOOOi.  a  year  be  saved  in 
the  ports  of  Lyme,  Boston,  and  Hull.  I  speak 
oi'  white  salt,^ 

Mr.  Francis  Bacon,  **  The  bill  is  very  in- 
jorious  and  ridiculous;  injurious,  in  that  it 
takcth  or  rather  sweepeth  away  her  maj.'s 
prerogadve ;  and  ridiculous,  in  that  there  is  a 
proviso,  that  Uiis  statute  shall  not  extend  to 
grants  made  to  corpomftions ;  that  is  a  gull  to 
sweeten  the  bill  witlml,  it  is  only  to  make  fools 
fain.  All  men  of  Uie  law  know,  that  a  bill 
which  is  only  expository,  to  expound  the  com- 
,  moil  law,  doth  enact  nothing;  neither  fs  any 
^ppomiao  of  good  therein.  And  dierefore  the 
proviso  in  the  statute  of  34  Hen.  VHI.  of 
wills,  (which  is  but  a  statute  expository  of  the 
statute  of  32  Hen.  VHI.  of  wills)  touching  sir 
John  Gainsford's  will,  was  adjudged  \'oi(l. 
Therefore  I  diink  the  bill  very  unfit,  and  our 
proceedings  to  be  by  petition." 

Mr.  Flemmin^,  the  Solicitor  General,  said, 
**  I  will  briefly  give  account  of  all  tilings  touch- 
ing these  monopolies :  her  maj.  in  her  provi- 
dent care,  gave  charge  unto  mr.  Attorney  and 
myself,  that  speedy  and  special  order  may  be 
taKen  for  these  patents ;  this  was  in  the  be- 
ginning of  Hillary  term  last:  but  you  all  know 
the  danger  of  that  time,  and  what  great  alKairs 
of  importance  happened  to  prevent  these  busi- 
nesses: and  since  that  time,  nothing  could  be 
done  for  want  of  leisure.*' 

Sir  Rob.  Wroth.  "  I  would  but  note,  mr. 
Sohcitor,  that  you  were  charged  to  take  order 
in  Uillury  term  last ;  why  not  before  ?  I'hcrc 
was  time  enough  ever  since  the  last  pari.  I 
speak  it,  and  I-  speak  it  boldly,  Uiese  patentees 
are  worse  tlian  ever  they  were :  arid  I  have 
heard  a  gentleman  aftirm  in  this  house,  that 
there  is  a  clause  of  revocation  in  diese  pa- 
tents ;  if  so,  what  needed  this  stir  of  '  scire 
facias,  quo  warranto,'  and  I  know  not  what, 
when  it  is  but  only^  to  send  for  the  paten tee^t, 
and  cause  a  rc*delt\-cry  ?  Thcrd  have  been 
(it vers  patents  fp*anted  since  the  ■  last  paH. ; 
these  are  now  in  being,  viz,  th*  pat^pts  ior  I 
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currants,  iron,  powder,  cards,  ex-sliin  bones^ 
train-oil,  tra^usportation  of  leather,  lists  of 
cloth,  ashes,  anuisceds,  vinegar,  sea-coals,  steel, 
aquavita;,  brushes,  pots,  salt-petre,  Jead,  acci- 
dences,  oil,  calaniin-stone,  oil  of  blubber,  fu- 
machoes,  or  dried  piltchers  in  die  suiuak,  and 
divers  others." — ^Upon  recidug  of  the  patents 
aforesaid, 

Mr.  Hackzceil  stood  up  and  aikcd  thus; 
**  Is  not  bread  thee?"  *  Bread/  quoth  one, 
'  bread,*  quoth  another;  *  this  voice  seems 
strange,' .  quoth  another;  '  this  voice  seema 
strange,'  quoth  a  third:  "  ]No,**  quoth  mr. 
Hack  well,  '*  but  if  order  be  not  taken  for 
these,  bread  will  be  there  before  the  next 
parliament." 

Mr.  Hcj/wood  Torcnshend,  seeing  a  disagree- 
ment of  the  committee,  ,made  a  motion   to 
this  effect ;  "  Fir»t,  to  put  them  in  mind  of  a 
pcution  made  the  last  pan.  which,  though  it 
took  no  effect,  yet  we  shoUM  much  wrong  her 
miy.  and  forget  ourselves,  8"  we  should  think 
to, speed  no  better  now  in  tfie  like  case;  be- 
cause then  there  was  a  cOlnmitment  for  Uiia 
purpose,  and  the  committees  drew  a  speech^ 
which  was  delivered  by  the  Speaker,  word  for 
woi*d,  at  the  ^id  of  this  pari. ;  but  now  we  might 
help  that,  by  sending  our  Speaker  prescudy, 
after  such  a  committee  and  speech  made,  with 
humble  suit,  not  only,  to  repeal  all  monopo- 
lies tmevous  to  the  subject;  but-olso,  that  it 
would  please  her  maj.  to  give  us  leave  to  make 
an  act,  that  they  might  be  of  no  more  force, 
validity,  or  effect,  than  they  are  at  the  com- 
mon law,  without  the  sti-cngth  of  her  preroga- 
tive.    Which  though  we  might  now  do,  and 
the  act  being  so  reasonable,  wc  might  assure 
ourselves,  licr  maj.  would  not  delay  die  pass- 
ing thereof,  vet  we  her  loving  subjects,  woiild 
not  offer,  wfthout  her  privity  or  consent,  (the 
Clause  so  nearly  touching  her  preroc;ative,)  or 
go  about  to  do  any  such  act.     And  also,  diat 
at    tlie    ct5mmittee  which  should   make   tills 
speech,  every  member   of  this   house,  which 
either  found   himself,   his   town,   or  countiy 
grieved,  might  put  in   (in  fnir  writing)  such 
exceptions  against  Monopolies,  as   ho  would 
justity  to  be  true:  and  that  the  Speaker.might 
deliver   them   with  his   own   handb,    because 
many*  obstacles  and  hindrances  might  happen." 
Mr.  Frrmcis  Bacon.     "  Why,  you  Imve  the 
readiest  course  that  possibly  can  be  devised. 
I  would  wibh  no  further  order  be  taken,  but 
to  prefer  the  wise  and  discreet  speech  made  hf, 
the  youn;r  gentlemiui   (even  the  youngest  in 
this  assembly)  that  spake  last.     I  ^vill  tell  you, 
that  even,  '  ex  ore  infantium  et  lactandum/ 
the  true  and  most  certain  course  is  propounded 
unto  us." — ^The  committee  agreed  to  this  mo* 
tion,  and  appointed  to  meet  ag-iin  on  the  S3d 
instant :  on  which  day  the  subject  of  Mcnopo* 
lies  was  again  re-assumed  in  the  house,  and 

Mr.  Spicer  said,  "  I  think  it  were  good  dii« 
bill  were  ro-committed ;  I  am  no  apostate,  but 
I  sUck  to  the  former  faith  and  opinion  that  I 
was  of,  that,  by  way  of  petition,  will  be  our 
safest  course  i  fo^;  ^t  i»  to  nu  purpose  to  off«^  ce 
3  0 
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tie  her  hands  by  ftct  of  pari,  when  she  ma^ 
loosen  herself  at  her  pleasure.  I  think,  it 
wer^  a  course^  *  nee  gnvtiim,  nee  tutum.'  And 
tlierefore,  the  best  way  }s  to  have  a  cotmnittee 
to  consider  what  course  shall  be  proceeded  in ; 
for,  I  doubt  not,  but  we  be  all  agrcod  of  the 
xefonnatjon,  though  not  of  the  manner/' 
Mr.  Davies  said,  "  God  hath  given  that 
'  |}ower  to  absolute  princes  which  he  attributeth 
to  himself,  '  dixi  quod  dii  estis/  And  as  at^ 
tributes  unto  them,  he  hath  given  majesty, 
justice  and  mercy;  majesty,  in  respctt  of  the 
honour  that  the  subject  sheweth  to  his  prince; 
justice,  in  respect  he  can  do  no  wrong,  there* 
fore  the  law  is  1  Hen*  VII.  *  That  the  king 
tannot  commit  a  disseizin ;'  mercy,  m  respect 
^he  civeth  leave  to  subjects,  to  right  themselves 
by  Uw:  and  therefore  in  43  Assis*  an  Indict- 
ment was  brought  against  bakers  and  brewers, 
for  that,  by  colour  of  licence,  they  hftd  broken 
ihe  assize ;  wherefore  according  to  that  pre- 
cedent, I  think  it  most  iit  to  proceed  by  biH,* 
.  not  by  petition." 

Mr.  Secretary  Cecil,  "  If  there  had  not  been 
.torme  mistakin)^  or  some  confusion  in  the  com- 
•tnjttce,  I  would  not  now  have  spoken.    The 
rjucstion  was,  of  the  most  convenient  way  to 
TCfbrm  these  grievances  of  Monopoly:  but  after 
.disputation,  of  tbe  labour  we  have  not  received 
■the  expected  fruit.     If  every  man  shall  take 
'leave  to  speak  for  the  common  subject,  I  am 
-nfraid  in  these  vast  powers  of  our  mind,  we 
shuU  dispute  tbe  project  of  reformation  quite 
"0«t  of  doors.    This  dispute  draws  two  great 
> things  in  question ;  Ist,  the  prince's  power; 
Sdiv,  the  freedom  of  EnglishnJen.    I  am  bom 
an  englishman,  and  am  a  fdlow-member  of 
this  bolise;  I  would  desire  to  live  no  day,  in 
wliich  I  should  detract  from  either.    I  am  ser- 
/Vant  unto  the  queen ;  and  before  I  would  speak 
■  or  give  consent  to  a  cnse,  tliat  should  debase 
'her  prerogative  or  abridge  it,  I  would  wish  my 
tongue  cut  out  of  my  head.    I  am -sure,  there 
twcre  law-makers  betorc  there  were  laws.    One 
'gentleman  went  about  to  possess  us,  with  the 
.execution  of  tbe  law  in  an  ancient  record  of 
ioth  kin^  £dw.  III.  likely  enoagh  to  be  true 
in  tfaut  tune,  when  the  kmg  was  afraid  of  the 
subject)   Though  this  precedent  be  a  substance, 
•vet  it  is  not  the  whole  df  the  pari.    For  in 
dformer  times^  all  sate  together  as  well  king  as 
sirbject;  and  then,  it  was  no  pr^udice  to  his 
prerogative  to  h|ive  such  a  monopoly  examined. 
If  you  stand  upon  law,  and  dispute  of  t\\e 
prerogative,    hcark    ye  what  Bracton   saith, 
*  Pi-aerogativam  nostram  .nemo  audeat  dispu- 
'tare.*    And  tor  my  own  part,  I  like  not  these 
bourses  sliould  be  taken.  And  you  mr.  Speaker, 
-should  perfonn  the  charge  her  maj.  gave  unto 
you  in  the  beginning  of  this  pari,  not  to  re- 
•ceive  bills  of  this  nature;  for  her  maj.*s  ears  be 
open  to  all  grievances ;  and  her  hand  stretched 
*otit  to  every  man's  prtiiions.     For  the  matter 
of  access  I  like  it  well,  so  it  bo  (irst  moved 
and  the  way  prepared.    I  had  rather  all  tbe 
;«ateni^  were  destroyed,  than  her  maj.  should 
Jose  the  hearts  of  so  many  subjects  as  is  pre** 


tended.  IViil  t^l  you  what  T^nk  of  thtm 
Monopolies :  I  take  them  to  be  of  thiee  lUM 
tures,  some  of  a  free  nature  and  good,  somse 
void  of  themselves,  some  both  |food  end  mid*, 
For  the  Ist,  when  the  prince  dispenses  with 
a  penal  law  that  is  left  to  the  alCferation  cd 
sovereignty,  I  think  it  powerful  and  irrevoc»< 
ble.  For  the  2d,  as  to;graDt  that  w^ich  tsiketh 
from  tbe  subject  his  birthright^  such  men  as 
desire  these  kind  of  patents,  I  accnnst  titaa 
misdocrs  and  wiifol  and  wicked  ofienders<  Of 
tbe  third  sort  is,  the  licence  for  tbe  tnatter  of 
cards,  kc.  And  therefore  I  think,  it  were^ 
to  have  a  new  commitment^  to  consider  what 
her  maj.  may  grant,  what  not;  what  booiM 
we  shall  take,  «id  upon  what  points*'' 

Mr.  Montague^  <'  I  am  loth  to  speak  wlmt 
I  know,  lest  perhaps  I  should  dtspU^se.  Tike 
prerogative  royal  is  that  which  is  now  in  me^ 
tion,  and  which  the  laws  of  the  larid  hanne 
ever  allo«<red  and  maintained.  Then  my  tBO« 
tion  shall  be  but  this,  that  we  may  be  soiton 
unto  her  maj^  that  the  patentees  shall  hare  bo 
other  rcme((ies  than  by  the  laws  of  the  temba 
they  may  have,  and  tiMit  our  act  may  be  ac- 
cordingly.^' 

Mr.  Murtin*    "  I  think  the  common  gHev* 
ance  and  the  queen's  prerogative  ka?e  iiispiif«d 
this  gentleman  that  ^pake  last  (whom  m  re* 
verence  sake,  I  must  needs  name,  mr.  Moo- 
tague,)  to  make  that  motion  which  be  haifa 
done.^' — ^Then  a  committee  i^as  appMnt»d  to 
meet  the  same  day  in  the  afberaoon,  when 
mr.  sec.  Cecil  shewed  the  committee  a  lai^ge 
catalbgue  consbtiag  of  near  40  different  |mh 
tents,  inostly  granted  «nce  the  16th  year  of 
the  quccn*s  iieign.  thereupon  aflermr.  Deris 
had  moved  to  have  these  Monopoiies  pro- 
ceeded against  by  hill,  and  mr.  Martin  had 
moved  to  have  them  dealt  in  by  petition  to 
her  miy.  and  that  the  boose  had  faeatd  the 
particular  relation  of  the  said^  Monopolies^ 
there  was  nothing  concluded  upon." — But  in 
the  morning  of  next  day.  Nor.  S4,  upon  loud 
confhsion  in  the  house  about  these  Monopolies, 
Mr.  Sec.  Cecil  stood  np,  and  said,  *'  The 
duty  I  owe,  and  my  zeal  to  extinguish  Mono* 
pohcs,  makes  me  to  speak  n.ow,  and  to  satisfy 
their  opinions  that  think  there  shall  be  no  re- 
dress of  these  Monopolies.    Oi^r  is  attended 
with  these  two  handmaids,  Gravity  and  Zeal; 
but  zeal  with  discretion.    I  have  been  (though 
unworthy)  a  member  of  this  house  in  6  or 
7  parliaments,  yet  never  did  I  see  the  house 
in  so  great  conhisiou.    I  believe  there  oerer 
was  in  any  purl,  a  more  tender  point  handled 
than  the  I^l>erty  of  the  Stobject.    But  that 
when  any  is  discussing  this  point,  he  shouki  be 
cried  anci  cought  down;  this  is  more  -fit  fore 
gi'Rmmar-school  than  a  court  of  pari.    I  have 
been  a  counsellor  of  state  these  12  years,  yet 
did  I   never   know  it  subject    to   ooofCfoc- 
tion  of  levity  and  disorder.    Much  «ore  etigbt 
we  to  be  regardful  in  so  great  and  grave  an 
assembly.    Why,  we  have  had  speedies  upon 
speeches,'  without  either  order  or  discfetno. 
One  would  have  had  uf  proceed  hjrbiUi  «lui 
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8ee  if  the  (|ueen  woi^  hsve  denied  it:  ano- 
ther, that  the  patents  should  be  brought  here 
betbre  us  and  ccincelled;  and  this  ws^  bravely 
done.  Qthers  would  have  us  to  proceed  by 
way  of  petition,  which  course,  dpu^tless,  is 
best.;  but  for  tiiie  Ist^  and  especially  for  the 
Qdf  it  is  so  ridiculous,  that  I  think  we  should 
|wve  as-  bad  success  as  the  devil  himself  would 
ha»o  wished  in  sq  good-  a  cause,  Why,  if 
idle  courses  had  been  followed,  we  should 
\ukve  gono,  iforsooth,  to  the  queen  with  a  peti* 
tioa  to  have  repealed  a  pi\tefit  of  Monopoly 
of  tobacco«pipes,  and  I  know  not  how  many 
ponceits ;  but  i  ^ish  every  mai>  to  rest  satis> 
find  until  the  committees  have  brought  in 
(heir  resolutions  according  to  your  command- 
inents." 

Tke  Speaker  ao^aints   the   Houae^  hi/  the 
Queen's  Orckr,  that  the  Monopolies  shall  be  re- 
voked.y    Nov.  85,  i^r  some  bil!«  had  been 
fead*  m  the  house^  ^nd  silence  commanded, 
the  Speaker  arose  ou[t  of  his  chair,  and  every 
man  wondering  wh^  he  stood  up,   he  said; 
<'  It  pleased  her  may.  to  pommand  me  to  at- 
tend upon  her  yesterday  in  the  afternoon, 
from  whom  I  am  to  deliver  unto  you  all,  her 
majf.'s  most  gracious  message  sent  by  my  un-* 
worthy  selff    She  yields  you  all  hearty  thanks 
for  jrour  care  and  special  regard  of  tho^e  things 
that  concern  her  sti^e,  kingdom,  and  conse- 
quently ourselves,  whose  good  she  had  always 
tendered  as  her  own;  for  Our  speedy  resolution 
in  making  of  so  hasty  and  fre^  a  subsidy ;  which 
^somidcnly  succeeded  but  never  went  before  our 
^uncils;  and  for  our  loyalty:  I  do  assure  you 
with  such  and  so  great  ^al  and  afTection  she 
uttered  and  shewecfthe  same,  tlu^  to  express 
it^  our  toi^gu^s  are  not  able,  neither  our  hearts 
Xo  coiKeive  it.     It  pleased  her  maj^  to  saj  unto 
me,  *  That  if  she  had  an  hundred  tongues  she 
^iild  not  express  our  hearty  good-cwills/    And 
fnrther  slie  saut>  ^  That  as.  she  had  ever  held 
our  good  most  dear,  so  the  last  day  of  our  (or 
her^  life  should  witness  it  ^  and  that  the  least 
of  her  subjects  was  not  grieved^  ai\d  she  not 
touched.'    She  appealed  to  the  throne  of  Air 
mighty  God,  how  ci\reful  she  hath  been,  and 
wiir  bi,  to  defend  her  people  from  all  oppres-^ 
sions.    She  saidy  '  T(]bat  paitly  by  intiniution 
G|f  her  council,  and  partly  by  divers  petitions 
^at  have  been  delivered  unto  her  both  <;oing 
to  the  chapel  and  also,  to  walk  abroad,  she 
VAderstood  that  divei^s  patents,  which  she  had 
granted,  were  grievous  to  her  subjects;  and 
^at  the  substitutes  of  the  paten^es  had  used 
great  oppressions,'    But  she  said,  '  slie  never 
lessen  ted  to  grant  any  thing  which  was  <  malum 
tfi  se.'    And  if  in  the  abuse  of  licr  grai^t  there 
De  any  thing  evil  (which  she  took  knowledge 
fhere  was)  st^  herself  would  take  pn^sent  order 
of  reformation/    I  cannot  express  unto  you 
^e  apparent  indignation  of  her  maj.  towards 
these  abjOseB.    t»he  said  that  her  kingly  prero- 

Stive  (for  so  she  tenned  it)  was  tender ;  and 
erefore  desif  eth  us  not  to  fear  or  doubt  of 
Ber  ciifefot  reformation ;  for  she  said,  that  her 


late  troubles,  (meaning  the  earl  of  Essex's 
matters,)  but  liad  an  unfortunate  event;  but 
that  in  the  midst  of  her  most  areat  and  weighty 
occasions,  she  tliought  upon  uiem.  And  that 
this  should  not  suffice,  but  that  further  order 
should  he  taken  presently,  and  not  *  in  future/ 
(for  that  also  was  another  word,  wjiich  I  take 
it,  her  maj,  used;)  and  that  some  should  be. 
presently  repealed,  aome  suspended,  and  none 
put  in  execution,  but  such' as  should  fii*st  have" 
a  trial  acccirding  to  tlie  law  for  the  ^ood  of  the 
people.  Against  the  abuses  her  wrath  was  so" 
incensed,  that  she  said,  that  she  neither  could 
nor  would  suffer  such  to  escape  with  impunity/ 
So  to  my  unspeakable  comfort,  she  hath  made 
uic  the  messenger  of  this  her  gru^^ious  thank- 
fulness and  care.^  Now  wc  see  that  Uie  axe 
of  her  princely  j\is^tice  is  laid  to  the  root  of 
the  tree;  and[  sO  -^e  see  her  goodness  hath 
prev-ented  our  counsels  and  consultations.  Go^ 
make  us  thankful,  ar^d  send  her  long  to  reign 
amongst  us.  If  through  weakness  of  memory, 
want  of  utterance,  or  frailty  of  my.self,  Ihave. 
omitted  any  thing  of  hfer  maj.'s  commands,  ^f 
do  most  liumbly  crave  pardon  for  the  same; 
and  do  beseech  the  hon.  pexsojos  which  assist 
tliis  chair,  and  were  present  before  her  maj. 
JH  the  delivery  heroot,  to  supply  and  help  my 
impcrfcetions ;  wliich  joinen  vvitli  my  fear, 
have  caused  me  (no  doubt)  to  forget  something 
which  I  should  ha,ve  delivered  unto,  you," — 
After  a  litde  p(\use  i\nd  low  tadkij|^  one  with 
another, 

Mr,  Secretary  Cecil  sto*>d  up  and  i-^ald, 
"  There  needs  no  supply  of  the  memory  ai 
the  Speaker;  but,  because  it  j>}<?iiit'd  bim  Ig  dg* 
sire  some  that  be  about  hhii  tt>  ajd  hia  ddivcm 
and  because  the  rest  of  mv  JelJowibe  :jikntj  J 
will  take  upon  me  to  delivtr  aometliin^  which  I 
both  then  neard,  and  sincci  kuuw.  1  uii^  pres-i 
sent  with  the  i-cst  of  my  fellifu-^jjuTistrlhirs,  aiid 
the  message  was  the  same  that  hath  bi:eu  t^Id 
you ;  and  the  cause  hath  not  ^u  cot  cried  from 
any  particular  coui-se  thou^zht  upmi^  liut  fiom. 
private  infonnations  of  som£'  ^jarticular  per-. 
sons.  I  have  been  very  irKjnihicjve  t>f  thijm^ 
and  of  the  cause  why  more  importuniiy  wns. 
now  used  than  afore ;  which  I  mu  ;ifra)d  comc.s. 
by  being  acquainted  with  some  course  of  pro^. 
ceeding  in  this  house.  There  ai:e  no,  patents 
now  of  force,  which  s*iall  not  presently  be  ro-t 
voked ;  for  what  pti^nt  soever  is  granted,  there 
shall  be  left  to  the  overthrow  of  that  patent,  a^ 
Uberty  agreeable  to  tlie  law.  There  is  no  pa- 
tent if  it  be  <  malum  in  se,'  but  th<j  queen  was 
ill  apprized  in  her  grant.  Bjut  al)  ^  the  gene- 
rality be  unacceptable,  I  t^e  it,  tliore  is  no 
patent  whereof  the  execution  hat^  not  been  in- 
jurious. Would  that  they  had  never 'been 
granted.  I  hope  there  shall  never  be  morc.**^ 
f  All  the  House  said  Amen.]  *.*  In  particular, 
mo9t  of  these  patent^  have  been  supported  by 
letters  of  a^sitance  from  her  maj.'s  privy  cpun- 
cil;  bu^  whosoever  looks  upon  them  shall  findy 
that  they  carry  iib  other  stile,  than  with  rela- 
tion to  the  patent.  I  dar^  assure  you  fronv, 
bencefor^  there  ahall^  be  uq  more  ^rjauted. 
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They  shall  all  be  revoked.  But  to  whom  do 
they  repair  with  theic  letters  ?  to  some  out- 
bouse,  to  soine  desolate  widow,  to  some  sim- 
ple eottagc,  or  poor  isaorant  people,  who  ra- 
ther than  they  would  be  troubled  and  undo 
themselves  by  coming  up  hither,  will  give  any 
tbiug  in  reason  for  these  caterpillar's  sattsfac- 
Uoii.'  The  notice  of  this  is  now  public,  and 
you  will  perhaps  judge  this  to  be  a  tale  to 
serve  the  time.  But  1  wouid  have'  all  men  to 
know  thas  much,  that  it  'is  no  jesting  with  a 
court  of  pari. ;  neither  dares  any  man  (for  my 
own  part,  I  dare  not)  so  mock  and  abuse  all 
the  states  oi"  this  kingdom,  in  a  matter  of  this 
consequence  and  importance.  1  say  therefore, 
there  shall  be  a  proclamation  general  throui;h- 
out  the  realm,  to  notity  her  maj  *s  resolution 
in  ilus  bell  ilf.  An;l  because  you  may  eat  your 
meat  m.^re  -avjury  than  you  have  tlone,  every 
jnaa  snail  have  rail  sio  ^lood  and  cheap  as  he 
can  buy  it  or  make  it,  freely  without  danger  of 
that  patent,  whicii  bLull  he  pieseistly  revoked. 
The  s.MJO  bLuetit  shail  they  Uuie  wiiich  have 
c  M  stomachs,  botli  for  aquavita'  and  aqua 
Coii.posita  and  tlie  like.  Aiid  they  that  have 
M'^a.x  stomachb,  for  tS.eir  satihtuction,  shall 
luive  vinei;ar  and  alegar,  and  the  like,  set  at 
Lbcrty.  Train-oil  shall  ixo  the  >ume  way  ;  oil 
of  blubber  sh-ill  march  ia  equal  mnl; ;  brushes 
and  boMles  ei.durc  lue  like  judgment.  The 
paient  for  puuldavy,  if  it  be  not  called  in,  it 
shall  be.  Oudc,  which,  as  I  take  it,  is  not  re- 
strained eitiier  by  law  or  statute,  but  only  by 
proclamation  (I  mc:in  from  the  former  sowing) 
though  for  the  saving  thereof  it  misht  receive 
pood  dibputrition  ;  yet  for  your  satisiaction,  the 
<^een's  pleasure  is  to  revoke  that  prochmia- 
tion ;  only  she  pmyeth  thus  much,  that  when 
she  cometh  on  progress  to  see  you  in  your 
countries,  she  be  not  driven  out  of  your  t/)wns 
by  suffering  it  to  iofect  the  air  too  near  them. 
Those  that  desire  to  go  sprucely  in  their  rulfs, 
may  at  less  charge  than  accustomed,  obtain  tfieir 
wish ;  for  the  patent  for  starch,  which  hath  so 
much  been  prosecuted,  shall  now  be  repealed. 
I'here  are  other  patents  which  be  considera- 
ble, as  the  patent  of  Nc>*-  Drapery,  which 
shall  be  suspended  and  left  to  the  law:  Irish 
yarn,  a  matter  that  I  am  sorry  there  is  cause 
of  complaint;  for  the  salvngcness  of  the  peo- 
ple and  the  war  have  friistratcfl  the  hope  of 
the  patentee ;  a  gentleman  of  good  service 
and  desert,  a  good  subject  to  her  maj.  and  a 
good  member  of  the  commonwealth,  mr.  Car- 
marthen: notwithstanding,  it  shall  -be  sus- 
pended and  left  to  the  law.  The  patent  for 
^alf-skius  and  felLs,  which  was  made  with  a 
relation,  shall  endure  tlie  censure  of  the  law, 
Biit  I  must  tell  you,  thei'e  is  no  reason  that  all 
sJiould  be  revoked,  for  the  queen  means  not  to 
be  swept  out  of  her  prerogative.  I  say,  it  shall 
be  suspended,  if  the  law  do  not  warrant  it. 
There  is  another  servant  of  her  maj.'s,  mr.  On- 
slow, one  of  her  pensioners,  an  honest  geat. 
and  a  faithful  servant,  he  hath  the  patent  for 
steel,  which  one  mr.  Reale  once  Imd ;  this  too 
because   of  compftuuts  shall  be   sus^uded. 


There  is  another  that  hAth  the  patent  for  Lea- 
ther, sir  Edw.  Dyer,  a  gent,  of  good  desert, 
honest,  rehgious,  and  wise ;  this  was  granted 
unto  him  .^0  years  ago.  It  crept  not  in  by  tbc 
new  misgovcrnment  of  the  time ;  yet  this  shall 
also  be  suspended.  The  patent  for  Cards  shall 
be  suspended  and  triable  by  the  common  law. 
The  patent  for  Glasses,  which  though  I  do  least 
apprehend  to  lie  prejiidicial  to  the  public  good, 
yet  it  is  left  to  the  law.  There  is  another  pa- 
tent for  Saltpetre,  that  hath  been  both  accused 
and  slatidered  ;  it  digs  uito  every  m.aii's  house, 
it  aunoys  the  inhabitant,  and  generally  troo- 
bletli  the  subject ;  for  this  1  beseech  you  be 
contented.  Yet  I  know,  I  am  to  blame  to  desire 
it,  it  being  condemned  by  you  *  in  foro  Con- 
scientia*  ;*  nut  I  assure  you  it  shall  be  ftili^ 
sifted  and  tried  *  in  foro  judicii.'  Her  maj. 
n»eans  to  take  this  patent  unto  herself,  and  ad- 
vise w  ith  hev  counsel  touching  tbe  same.  For 
I  must  tell  you  the  kingdom  is  not  so  well  for- 
nishcd  with  powder  as  now  it  should  be.  But 
if  it  be  thought  fit  upon  advice  to  be  cancelled, 
her  mnfesty  commanded  me  to  tell  you,  that 
though  she  be  wiUing  to  help  the  grave  gent. 
that  hath  that  patent,  yet  out  of  that  abundant 
desire  that  slic  hath  to  give  you  compleat  satis* 
faction,  it  shall  be  repealed.  This  bath  come 
to  the  ear  of  the  queen,  and  I  have  been  most 
earnest  to  search  for  the  instrument,  and  as  a 
counsellor  of  state,  have  done  my  best  endea- 
vour to  salve  the  sore  ?  but  I  fear  wc  arc  not 
secret  wjithin  ourselves.  Then  I  must  needs 
give  you  this  for  a  future  caution.  That  \>  hat- 
soever  is  subject  to  public  expectation  cannot 
be  good,  while  the  parliament  matters  are  or- 
dinarv  talk  in  the  street.  I  have  heard  myself, 
being  in  my  conch,  these  words  spoken  aloud, 
*  God  profl'per  those  that  further  the  overthrow 
of  tliese  Monopolies;  God  send  the  Preroga- 
tive toirch  not  our  Liberty !'  i  will  not  wron^ 
any  so  much  as  to  imagine  he  wa^  of  this  as- 
sembly ;  yet  let  mo  give  you  this  note.  That 
the  time  was  nc^er  more  apt  to  disorder  and 
make  ill  interpretation  of  good  meaning;  I 
think  thn^e  pi»i-sons  would  be  glad  that  all  so- 
vereignty were  converted  into  popularity;  we 
being  here,  are  but  the  popular  mouth,  and 
our  liberty,  the  liberty  of  the  subject :  and  the 
world  is  apt  t<»  slander,-  most  especially,  llic 
ministers  of  govt. — ^Thus  much  have  I  spokea. 
to  accomplish  my  duty  unto  l»er  nwij.  but  not 
to  make  any  ftirther  performance  of  the  well 
uttered  and  gnively  and  truly  delivered  speech 
of  the  Sprukcr.  But  I  must  crave  your  fiivouxs 
a  little  longer  to  make  an  apology  fpr  myself. 
I  have  held  the  favour  of  this  house  as  dear  as 
my  life,  and  1  have  been  told  that  I  dcser\^ 
to  be  taxed  yestei-day  of  the  house.  1  protest 
my  zeal  to  have  the  business  go  fonvaid  in  a 
right  and  hopeful  course;  and  my  fear  to  dis- 
please her  maj.  by  a  harsh  and  rash  proceed- 
mg,  made  me  so  much  to  lay  aside  my  discre- 
tion, that  1  said  it  might  rather  be  termed  & 
school  than  a  council,  or  to  that  effect.  But 
by  this  speech  if  any  think  I  called  him  school- 
boy, he  both  wrongs  me  and  misiaVcg  me« 
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Shall  I  tell  you  'what  Demosthenes  said  to  the 
clamours  which  the  Athenians  made,  that  they 
were  *  pueriles  &  dignos  pueris.'  And  yet  that 
was  to  a  popularstate.  And  I  wish  that  what- 
soever u  here  spoken  may  be  burieci  within 
these  walls.  Let  us  take  example  of  the  Jewish 
synagogue,  who  would  always  *  sepcUrc  sena- 
twm  cum  honore/  and  not  blast  their  own  ful- 
lies  and  impertvctions.  If  any  man  in  this 
house  speak  wisely,  we  do  him  grea(  wrong  to 
interrupt  him;  if  foolishly,  let  us  hear  him  out, 
we  shall  have  the  more  cause  to  tiix  liim.  And 
I  do  heartily  pray,  that  no  member  of  tliis 
house  may  *  plus  verbis  offcndcre  quam  con- 
.    siliojuvare.'* 

Address  of  JliankSy  <5"r.  to  the  Queen  upon 
that  Occasion J\  Mr.  Francis  Moore  rose  and 
said,  "  I  mu&t  confess  mr.  Speaker,  I  moved  the 
house  both  the  last  pari,  and  this  touching  this 
point;  but  I  never  meant  (and  I  hope  this 
tipuse  thioketh  so)  to  set  limits  and  bounds  to 
the  prerogative  royal.  But  now  seeing  it  hath 
pleased  her  maj.  of  herself,  out  of  tlie  abun- 
dance of  her  princely  goodness,  to  set  at  li- 
berty her  subjects  from  the  thi^ldom  of  those 
Monopolies,  from  which  there  was  no  town, 
city,  or  country,  free ;  I  would  be  bold,  in  one 
motion,  to  offer  two  considerations  to  tlus 
house.  The  1st,  that  mr.  Speaker  might  go 
unto  her  roaj.  to  yield  Jjcr  our  most  humble 
and  hearty  thanks,  and  withal  to  shew  the  joy 
oi*  her  subjects  for  their  delivciy,  and  tlieiV 
thankfulness  unto  her  for  the  same  :  the  other, 
chat  where  divers  speeches  have  been  made 
extravagontly  in  this  house,  which  doubtless 
have  been  told  her  maj.  mid  perhaps  all  ill- 
conceived  of  by  her ;  I  would  therefore  that 
mr.  Speaker  not  only  should  satisfy  her  maj.  by 
way  of  apology  therein,  but  also  humbly  crave 
pardon  for  the  same." 

Mr.  Wingfield  said,  **  My  heart  is  not  able 
to  conceive  the  joy  which  I  feci,  and  I  assure 
you  my  tongue  ciinnot  utter  the  same.  If  a 
itentence  of  everlasting  happiness  had  been  pro- 
nounced unto  me,  it  could  not  have  made  me 
^hew  more  outward  joy  than  now  I  do,  which 
1  cannot  refrain  to  dxpress ;  there  could  nothing 
have  been  more  acceptable  to  the  subject  than 
this  message'.  And  I  verily  lliink,  if  ever  any 
of  her  maj.'s  works  be  meritorious  before  God, 
this  is.  I  do  agree  with  all  my  heart  in  the 
Uni  part  of  the  gcnt.*s  motion  that  last  spake ; 
but  do  utterly  misliko  the  latter :  for  it  is  not 
to  be  intended,  we  should  have  had  so  good 
f^nd  gracious  a  message,  if  the  truth  of  some 
particular  speeches  had  been  delivered  unto 
ner.  And  now  for  us  to  accuse  ourselves,  by 
excusing  a  fault  with  which  we  are  not  charged, 
were  a  thing  in  my  opinion  inconvenient,  and 
unfitting  tlie  wisdom  uf  tliis  house." — Upon 
which  it  was  put  to  the  question  and  concluded. 
That  thanks  should  be  returned  by  the  Speaker, 
and  12  members  were  named  to  go  witli  him, 
and  intreaty  made  to  the  privy  council  to  ob- 
tain liberty  to  be  admitted. 

Nov.  26.     Mr.  Downald  moved  the  house, 
*ji  First  thsit  this  gracious  Messago,  which  i^ad 


been  sent  from  her  maj.  might  be-  written  in 
the  books  of  Records  of  this  house,  (being  wor- 
thy to  bo^  written  in  gold)  as  well  as  it  is  writ- 
ten and  fixed  in  the  true  heart  of  every  good 
subject;  2ndly,  That  the  lion,  assembly  of  this 
house  would  move  her  maj.  and  be  etu-oest 
means  of  speed,  lest  that  which  is  now  meant 
indeed,  may,  by  protraction  of  time  be  altered, 
or  jperhaps  not  so  happily  etfectcd," 

Mr.  Sec.  Cecil  said,  **  I  promised  to  be  a$ 
sileut  as  I  could.  Among  much  speech  of  the 
wise,  there  wants  not  much  folly,  much  more 
in  me.  I  do  not  speak  because  i  do  dislike  the 
motion  of  the  gcnL  that  last  spake,  but  to  de- 
fend the  diligence  and  grace  of  the  queen.  It 
is  no  matter  of  toy  for  a  prince  to  notify  in 
public  a  matter  of  this  weight.  Ihough  the 
idol  of  a  monopoly  bo  a  j^reat  monster,  yet 
after  two  or  three  days  I  doubt  not  but  yon 
shall  see  him  dismembered  i.and  I  protest  tliere 
is  not  any  soul  that  lives  deserves  thanks  in 
this  cause  but  our  sovereign.  Yesterday  the 
c^ueen  gave  order  for  a  draught  of  a  oroclama- 
tion.  I  had  it  in  my  hand.  You  all  know,  I 
went  even  now  out  of  the  house ;  then  I  re^d 
it  and  sent  for  him  tlmt  should  deliver  it  to  her 
hands.     Now  what  needs  this  new  7.eal  F* 

Mr.  Davis  said,  "  Mr.  Speaker,  that  which 
was  delivered  unto  you  from  her  sacred  self,  I 
think  to  be  gospel,  that  is,  glad  tidmgs:  and  as 
the  gospel  is. registered  and  written,  so  would  I 
have  that  also  ;  for  if  ever  gUid  tidings,  came  to 
the  heart  of  the  subject,  they  now  come." 

Sir  George  Moore  said,  "  This  eating  and 
fretting  disease  of  Monop6lics  I  have  ever  de« 
tested  with  my  heart ;  and  the  greater  the  grie- 
vance is,  the  more  inestimable  is  the  grave 
wisdom  of  her  maj.  in  repealing  them.  And 
therefore  for  us  to  think  we  can  sufficientlj 
requite  the  same,  it  were  to  hold  a  candle  be- 
fore the  sun  to  dim  the  light.  And  seeing  she, 
in  her  clemency  and  care  to  us,  hath  taken  the 
matter  into  her  own  hands,  I  wish  the  matter 
may  be  no  more  spoke  of,  much  less  proceeded 
in." 

Sir  Francis  Hnstinfis  said,  "  It  ought  to  be 
written  in  the  tables  of  our  hearts,  &c,*' 

Mr.  Lawrence  Hide,  "  I  think(  the  gent, 
that  set  this  motion  on  foot,  spake  out  of  joy 
for  her  maj.'s  grace  and  zeal  to  have  perform- 
ance of  her  promise.  In  that  he  wished  it  might 
be  recorded  in  paper  here  or  parchment,  it  is 
not  to  be  intended  but  he  meant  also  in  our 
hearts,  which  remain  no  longer  than  we  live: 
but  records  remain  long,  and  will  give  a  lively 
memory  in  ages  to  come.  And  therefore  for 
that  part  of  his  motion  I  think  it  very  good,  and 
wish  the  clerk  may  do  it  accordingly."  / 

Mr.  Comptroller.  '"  I  think  he  that  first 
moved  this  question,  exceedingly  forgot  himself^ 
and  exceedingly  detracted  from  her  maj. ;  who, 
I  know,  out  of  her  abundant  love  and  grace  to 
this  house,  hath  taken  such  speedy  course,  as 
hath  been  delivered  by  my  fellow-counsellor. 
With  that  affection  she  cmbraceth  this  house 
that  in  more  familiar  than  princely  sor t^  it  hath 
pleased  her  to  say,  recommend  me  to  the  house 
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vereien)  in  alt  dtxtj  and  tllankfidbe»  w«  ao 
knowledge,  that  before  w«  catt>  your  provenu 
ing  grace   and   alWesenHn^  goodnew  d&tli- 
watch  over  us  for  our  ^^>d;  more  ready  to- 
give  tha*  we  can  dewre,  inuish  len  deserrav  - 
That  attribute  which   i*  most  proper  oma 
Ood,  to  pepfbrm  all  he  prorat«eth,  apportaiii- 
eth  also  unto  you  owr  most  gracious  sovereigii 
queen  of  all  truth,  of  all  constancy,  of  aB  good^^ 
nes9^  neverwearied  in  doinj;  good  unti>  u« ;  (th» 
deeds   themselves  do  speak)  most  careiui  to 
provide  all  good  things  fbr  as ;   most  grariovs, 
most  tender  to  remove  aH'  grievanoes  fi^wn  as, 
whidi  afl  your  princely  actions  have  o*w  show- 
ed, and  even  now  your  most  gracious  poblisl^ 
proclamation,  of  your  own  only  meer  motion 
and  special  grace  for  the  good  of  all  your  peo- 
ple, doth  witness  to  us,     Wo  corae  not,  saore4 
sovereign,  one  often  to  render  thaiiko,  and  tlie 
rest  to  go  away  unthankfel;  hut  aH  of  us  in  all 
duty  wid  thankfulness,  do  throw  down  ooKotvet 
at  the  feet  of  your  miy.  do  praiso  ©od  an4 
bless  your  raaj.    Neither  de  we  present  oatf 
thanks  in  words  of  any  outward  tlteog,  wbieh 
can  be  no  sufficient  retribution  for  so  great 
goodness;  but,  in  aR  daty  a«d  thankfulness, 
prostrate  at  your  fee*,  we  presetrt  ourmos^ 
loyal  and  thankfol  h«irts,  even  the  last  dro^ 
of  bbod  in  our  hearts,  and  the  last  spirit  of 
breath  in  (Hur  nostriJs,  to  be  poured  out,  to  be 
breatlied  op  for  yonr  safety.*'— Then  after  three 
low  reverences  made,  he  with  the  rest  kneeled 
down,  and  her  maj.  began,  thus  to  answer  her- 
self, vis>. 

T'ie  Quet^  Answer.]  «*  Mr,  Speaker,  we 
have  heard  yourdeclnraJtion,  and  perceive  youF 
cai^  of  our  state,  by  felling  into  the  c^nsiderar 
tion  of  a  grateful  acknowledgment  of  such  be- 
nefits as  you  have  received;  a^  that  yant. 
coming  is  to  present  thanks  unto  us,  which  I 
accept  with  no  less  joy  than  your  loves  caa 
have  desire  to  ofifbf  such  a  present.  I  do  as- 
sure you,  diat  there  is  no  prince  that  k>vetl^ 
his  subjects  better,  or  whose  love  can  counteiv 
vail  our  love ;  there  is  no  jewel,  be  it  of  never 
so  rich  a  price,  which  I  prefer  before*  iliis 
jewel,  I  mean  your  love;  for  I  do  more  esteem 
it  than  any  treasure  or  riches;  for  that  we 
know  how  to  prize,  but  lOve  and  thanks  I 
count  inestimable.  And  thou^  God  hath 
-raised  me  high,  yet  this  J  coum  the  j;lofy  of 
crown,  that  I  have  reigned  with   yew 


with  thanks  for  their  ph)Ai8e  and  care 
their  common  good.'* 

Mr.  Speaker  said,  "  My  beart  is  not  able  tp 
conceive,  nor  my  tongue  to  ntter  the  joy  I  con* 
ceived  of  her  roaj.^s  gracious  and  especial  care 
for  our  good.  Wherefore  as  God  himself  said, 
*  Gloriam  meam  alteri  non  dabo,'"so  may  her 
maj.  say,  in  that  she  herself  will  be  the  only 
and  speedy  agent  for  performance  of  our  most 
hmnbie  and  most  wished  desires.  Wherefore 
\^  us  not  doubt  but,  as  she  hatb  been,  so  she 
soil  will  be,  our  most  gracious  sovereign  and 
paturai  nursihg-mother  uiiro  us.  Whose  days 
the  Almighty  God  prolong  to  all  our  comforts," 
All  said  Anmn^ 

Nov.  2r.  Mr.  Stctettfry  declared,  "  That 
according  to  the  direction  of  this  house,  her 
maj.  hath  been  infonned  of  the  exceeding  and 
inestimable  joy  and  comfort,  which  this  house 
hath  received  by  a  message,  lately  published, 
8^t,from  her  highness  by  mr.  Speaker:  and 
bath  been  likewise  moved  to  sisnify  her  high- 
nesses pleasure  touching  die  determination  of 
this  house,  in  appointing  mr.  Speaker,  with 
some  selected  company  of  the  same,  to  render 
the  most  humble  and  dutiful  thanks  of  this 
whole  house  for  the  said  message :  and  her 
gricioos  Answer  was,  That  her  maj.  being  ac^ 
qnaintecl  with  the  said  desires  of  this  house, 
did  vouchsafe  that  mr.  Speaker  with  40,  50,  or 
Idcy  of  this  house,  such  as  should  thereunto  be 
appofnted,  should  heve  access  unto  her  maj. 
for  the  same  purpose,  upon  Monday  nert,  and 
should  be  all  welcome." — Whereupon  were 
appointed  the  knights  for  all  the  shires,  lord 
Howard,  lord  Clinton,'  all  kni^ts,  members  of 
this  bouse,  and  several  others. — Mr.  Corop- 
trtJtier  added,  that  the  queen  had  commanded 
him  to  teir  the  house,  **That  the  reason  of 
hfer  limitation  of  having  a  convenient  num- 
ber was,  that  tife  place  whefennto  we  should 
come,  was  not  big  enough  to  receive  us  all.** 

The  Sptaket^s  Speech.]  Nov.  3Qth,  in  the 
afternoon,  the  Speaker  v»rith  about  140  of  the 
commons  met  at  the  great  chamber  before  the 
c6uncil  room ;  wh^  all  being  admitted  into 
the  said  room,  the  queen  sitting  tmder  a  ca- 
nopy at  the  upper  end  of  rt  ^  the  Speaker,  after 
three  low  reverences  made,  spake  as  follows ; 

^  Most  sacred  and  more  than  mo^  gracious 
St)vereigijj  We  your  faithful,  loyal  and  obedient 
sbbjects  and  commons  here  present,  vouch- 
safed of  your  especial  goodness  (to  our  un- 
speakable comfort)  access  to  your  sacred  pre- 
sence, do  in  all  duty  and  humbleness,  come  to 
presetrt  that  which  no  words  can  express,  most 
Wttble  and  tliankful  acknowledgment  of  your 
most  gracious  message,  and  most  bonnden  and 
humble  thanks  for  your  maj/s  most  abundant 
9[>odnc8S  extended  and  peiiTormed  to  us.  We 
cannot  say,  most  gracious  sovereign,  we  have 
called^  and  been  heard,  we  have  complained 
and  have  been  helped ;  though  in  all  dutV  atid 
thank  feints  we  atkntiwiodge,  your  sacred  ears 
are  ever  open,  and  ever  bow^d  down  to  heat 
lis,  and  yoirr  blessed  hands  ever  stretched  out 
to  relieve  us;  vre  ackmjwledjge.  (sacred^  so- 


my  --       , 

loves.  This  makes  me  that  I  do  not  so  mucK 
rejoice,  that  God  hatb^ade  me  tp  be  a  queen.' 
as  to  be  a  queen  over  so  thnnkfol  a  people. 
Therefore  I  have  cause  to  wiA  nothing  move 
than  to  content  the  subject,  and  that  is  a  duty 
which  I  owe.  Neither  do  I  desire  to  fire 
longer  days,  than  that  I  may  see  your  pros-. 
pcritT,  and  that  is  my  onty  desire.  Aftd  as  I 
'ana  that  person  that  atiH,  yet  under  Ood,  hatb 
deliverecf  you ;  so  I  trust,  by  the  Aknighty 
power  of  God,  that  I  still  shall  be  bis  kistre- 
raent  to  preserve  yoa  from.  ^nvyrj>*''^  ^-. 
honour,  sham^,  tyranny  and  oppression,  pahA/ 
by  means  of  your  mtendcd  helps,  which  wOs 
tajtc  very  apc^tabiy,  becnuie  H  tta   '  ^-^ 
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MicheigesaSK  6f  your  lovte,  and  foyaltoes  woto\ 
.^nr  sovereign.    Of  .nvyself  I  must  say  thb,  t 
never  wfts  miy  ^feedy,  sGrapfng-gaesper,  nor 
<«  strait  fast-bokiing  prtii€e>  fior  yet  a  waster;' 
■4ny  t^art  was  never  set  «n  worldly  goods,  but 
only  for  my  subjects  good.     What  you  do 
bestow  on  we,  I  will^notbaafd  it  ap,  bat  re* 
Teoeive  it  to  b«>tow  on  you  again.    Ifea,  miue 
mfu  properties  X  count  yours,  to  be  expended 
*ter  yoMrgood.    Tlieref^e  ramler  unio.Uitnn 
-frooi  -ne,  I  beseech  y«Hi,  mr.  Speaker,  such. 
tUftiiks  as  you  iiuagiae  tny  hcrart  yieldetb,  but 
^Iny  toague  cauoot  eispress.''    All  this  while 
Ihey  kneeled.      Whereupon   her  maj.  said, 
"  Mr.  f  pcaker^  I  -would  wish  you  and  the  rest 
to-fltand  up,  for  I  shall  yet  trouble  you  with. 
loBger  speech.^'    So  they  all  stood  up,  and  tlie 
«^at  on  in  lier  sp««^.     '*  Mr,  Speaker,  you 
;g:ive  me  thanks,  but  I  doubt  me,  I  have  more 
cause  io  thank  you  ail,  than  you  me :  and  I 
.obafge   you  to  thank  tliem  of  the  house  of 
.cauunoitS'froni  me:  for  had  I  not  received  a 
-ktton'ledge  from  you,  I  might  have  fallen  into 
fifae  lap  of  jw  error,  aniy  for  kck  of  true  in- 
llpmiation.    Since  I  was  queen,  yet  never  did 
X  put  my  pen  to  any  grant,  but  that  upon  pre- 
temt  %ad-«mblattce  made  unto  me,  that  it 
^as  both  good  and<bene6Gial  to  the  subjects 
4nigencraJ,  though  a  private  profit  to  some  of 
*9iy  an«ent  servants  wlio  had  deserved  well : 
but  <the  contruffy  being  found  by  experience,  I 
Am  exceeding  beholding  to  such  subjects  as 
would  move  the  sameat^ftrst.    And  I  am  not 
«o  simple  to  suppose,  but  that  Uiere  be^some 
-of  the  lower  house  whom  these  grievances 
•never  touched;  and   for  t)liem   I  think  they 
Jipeak  out  of  xetil  to  their  countries,  and  not 
ent  of  spWen  or  malevolent  affection,  .as  being 
^Mu-ttes  grieved;  and  I  tali e  it  exceeding  grate- 
4ul  firooi  them,  because  it  gives  us  to  know  that 
no  respects  or  interests  hi^  dioved  them,  other 
than  the  minds  they  bear  to  snffor  no  diminu- 
S,tion  of  our  honour,  and  otir  subjects  love  unto 
4IS.    The .  zeal  of  which  affection,  tending  tft 
ease  my  people  and  knit  their  hearts  iintame. 
I  embrace  with  a  princely  care ;  for  above  all 
cartbiy  treasure  I  esteem  my  people's  love, 
more  than-wbich  I  desiie  not  to  merit.     That 
imy, grants  should  be  grievous  to  my  people. 
Mid  oppressions  to  be  privileged  under  colour 
of. our  patents,  our  kmgly  dignity  shall  not 
MifTerit;  yea,  when  I  heard  it,  I  could  give 
no  rest  to«nv  thoughts  until  I  had  reformed  it. 
.^hall  they  fitink  to  escape  unpunished,  that 
have  thus  oppressed  you,  and  have  been  re- 
*apectles6  of  their  duty^  and  regardless  of-  our 
jKmoar?  No.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  assure  you,  it 
IS  tnore  for  conscience^akc,  than  for  any  glory 
or  incveaoe  of  love,  that  I  d^tre  ^se  errors, 
trooUes,  vesmtknis  and  fippressions  jdone  by 
these  Taiicts  and  lewd-  plbicsons,  not  worthy 
-tbeiMme  of  subjects,  should  notiescape  with- 
out condign  pnnnlnneat.  'But  I  perceive  they 
dealt  wit^  me  like^phyyidass,  who  nmtisteruig 
a  dntg  make  it  more  acceptable  by  giving  it.  a 
good  aromatiaal^gavoBr,  or  when  they  .give 
jfMlls^gUd^hearaliD?^. «.  I  Jusye^.^^rmed 


to-set  the  last  judgment  day  before  jnine  eyas, 
.and  so  to  rule  as  I  shall  be  ju^Jgpd  to.jkasfi«r 
before  «  iiigher  judge.  To  whose  judgswat 
seat  I  do  appeal,  that  never  thought  ,w!as 
cherished  in  my  heart  that  tended  net  toaiy 
people's  .good.  And  now  if  my  kingly  hiHn^y 
Whbeen  alnised,  >and  my  < 'grants  turned  to 
the  hurt  of  my  people,  contrary  to  any  will 
and  meaning ;  or  if  any  .in  authority  undar 
me,  have  neglected  or  pervenod  wi^tlham 
committed  to  them,  I  .hope  God  will  jiot  Imj 
their  culps  and  offences  to  my.charj^e;  .and 
though  tiieh  were  danger  in  repealii^  jimr 
grants,  yet  what  danger  would  not  I  rather 
mcur  for  your  good,  than  I  would,  suffer  them 
still  to  continue?  Tknow  the  title  of  a  iung.is 
a^oriousiitle;  hutaasure  yourself,  that  tl»s 
shmiogfjory  of  ^priqcely  AuUiorti^.hath^iot  ao 
■dasled  the  eyes  of  our  undecstaadiog,  but  that 
wewdl  know  and  remember,  that  we  aiso.ace 
to  yield  an  account  of  our  actions  before  the 
:great  j  odgc.  To  be  a  king  and  -.wear  a  crown^gs 
more  gforious  to  them  that  eee  it,  than  it  is 
pleasure  to  them  t^t.bear  it.  For  myself,  .1 
was  never  so  nluch  enticed  with  the  glorious 
name  of  a  king,  oi  rojralauthoritytof  a queenp 
as  delighted  that  God  hath  made  me  /his  in- 
strument to  maintain  bb  truth  and  gloi^,  and 
to  defend  this  kingdom  (as  -I  said)  Jrenxjaexil, 
dbhonaur,  t^Tannv  and  oppression.  "Diere 
will  never  queen  «lt  in  my  seat  withmoKo  aaal 
to  my  country,  or  care  to  my  sal^ects,  ^aod 
that  will  sooner,' with  willingness,  .yield ^aad 
venture  her  lifd  for  your  goodand  safety  than 
myself..  \And  thougU  you  have. had,- and  may 
-have,  ^Rkany  princes  .more  mighty  and  <  wise, 
sitting  in  t^is  seat,  yet  you  never  nad>>or^hali 
have,  any  that  will  be  more  carciul  and-  loving. 
Should  I  ascribe  anything  to  myself  and  my 
sexly  weakness,  I  were  not  wmthy  to  liw 
then,  and  of  all  most  unwortliy  of  the  mer- 
cies I  have  had  from  God,  who^hath  ever  ^t 
given  me  a  heart- which  never  yet  foaoed  fo- 
reign or  home  enemies.  I  speak  it  to  give 
God  the  prsuse  as  a  testimony  before  you, 
and  not  to  attribute  any  tliin^  nrvto  myself; 
for  I,  O  Lord,  what  am  1,  whom :  practiees 
and  perils  past  should  not  foaj- !  O  what^an'I 
do  (these  she  spake  witli  a,gi-eat  emphasis) 
that  I  should  speak  for  any  glory  \  God  forbid. 
This,  mr.  Speaker,  I  pi\iy  you,>dclivcr,unto 
the  house,  to  whom  licartily  vecoaunend«ke. 
.  And  so  I  commit  you  all  to  your  best  foreuoes, 
jand  further  councils.  And  I  pray  you,  mr, 
ComptroUeri^  mr.  Secretary,  and  jrou  of/»y 
-council,  that -before  these  igeatlemen  depart 
into  their  countnes,.  you  bring  them  ail;to  kbsi^ 
-my  hand."  .  .- 

^jrrtat  lnciva$e.ofBfibiidies,'l  ,Dco^^,  the 
'Bill  for  .granting. four  cBtireiSubodies  and  eight 
ISths  and  tOths  was  readua;-6d  time ;  pecsed 
upon  the  quostion,  without  fa8iy;vOpp08ition ; 
^mdconoluded  in  the  Lords.oit4ihe  16tk  Upon 
these  Subsidies,  .«chich'V»ercr4noMtrouS''tfa]og9 
.in  chose  days ;  wexamtot .avoid .|;iving  a-nate, 
-ivhich  sir-Syiaonds.iyEares  makes  on  this  oc- 
casion.   Hmta^  lliat  i^Baas  initbe  J)arl. 
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which  was  begun  and  holden^at  Westmioster, 
^Eliz.  1592>  the  koights,  citneiis  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  House  uf  Commons  were  not 
drawn  without  much  and  long  dispute,  both 
Amongst  themselves  and  with  the  Lords,  to 
^rield  unto  the  Grant  of  3  Subsidies  and  six 
l5ths  and  lOths  (beiug  a  greater  gift  than  had 
ever  before  been  given  unto  her  maj.)  and 
that  the  same  was  then  also  assented  unto  in 
respect  o(  the  great  dangers  newly  threatened 
unto  her  maj.  from  Rome  ond  Spain;  with 
caution  and  promise,  neverthciess,  tiiat  it 
should  not  be  drawn  into  precedent  for  future 
times;  yet  in  the  next  pari,  which  ensued  in 
HO  Eliz.  1597,  although  uone  of  tlie  suid  im- 
minent  dangers,  which  had  been  feared  in  the 
abovementioned  35th  year  of  her  maj.*s  reign  ; 
kad  to  that  time  come  into  any  real  execution, 
the '  House  of  Commons  was,  notwithstand- 
ing, aguin  drawn  to  yield  unto  the  saue  pro- 
'portion  of  3  Subsidies  and  six  15ths  and  lOths, 
to  be  paid  also  unto  her  muj.  within  a  shorter 
tiine:  and  now,  lastly,  in  this  present  pari, 
43  and  44  Eliz.  lt>01,  the  said  House  was 
cirawn,  in  respect  chiefly  of  the  troubles  of 
Ireland,  where  the  Spaniai'd  had  set  footing, 
to  present  unto  her  highness  the  extraordinary 
ana  great  gift  of  4  Subsidies  and  eight  15th& 
•ndlOths.'* 

Debate  on  aBill  against  profane  Cursing  and 
Swearing.y  A  bill  against  usual  and  profane 
Cursing  and  Swearing,  having  been  twice  read  in 
diishuuse,and  orderwl  to  be  engrossed,mr.  Glas- 
cock stood  up  and  said^  *'  Man  is  made  of  two 
parts,  a  soul  and  a  body ;  and  there  are  two 
governments,  the  one  imperial,  the  other  sa- 
cerdotal ;  the  1st  belonging  to  the  Common- 
Wealth,  the  2d  to  the  Church.  Swearing  is  a 
thing  moral,  and  toucheth  the  soul,  and  there- 
fore fitter  to  be  spoken  of  in  a  pulpit  than  in 
pari.  If  the  God  of  Abraham,  tne  God  of 
Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob  hath  sworn,  liis 
plague  sliall  not  depart  from  the  house  of  the 
Swearers,  why  should  we  not  seek  to  repress 
this  vice,  which  brings  a  plague,  which  breeds 
moitality,  that  breeds  destruction,  desolation, 
and  the  utter  ruin  of  the  common-wealth?  If 
he  forbids  us  to  swear,  and  we  fear  not  his 
commandments,  think  vou  a  pain  of  10s.  as 
here  set  down,  will  make  us  retrain  this  ini- 
quity }  It  is  as  hard  for  this  penalty  to  restrain 
this  sin,  as  for  religion  to  spring  out  of  the 
common  law  and  to  take  effect.  Moses,  when 
he  saw  God,  could  but  see  his  back  parts 
only,  and  no  man  ever  saw  more.  Why, 
these  Swearers  swear  by  all  his  parts,  so  pcr- 
tectly,  as  though  they  had  seen  him  all  over. 
Philip,  king  of  France,  made  a  law  that  the 
Swearer  should  be  drowned ;  another  law 
^as  made,  that  a  certain  sum  sliould  be  pre- 
sently paid  as  soon  as  he  had  sworn,  or  ebe 
the  Swearer  to  lose  bis  head.  We  use  so  much 
lenity  in  our  laws,  that  we  had  as  good  make 
no  law,  for  we  give  a  penalty,  and  to  be  taken 
«ipon  conviction  before  a  justice  of  peace ; 
kfsre  18  wise  stuff.  First  mark  what  a  justice 
»f  pe{|Q9  i»y  and  we  shall,  easily  find  a  gap  in 


our  law.  A  justice  of  peac^  is  a  living  crea- 
ture, that  for  half  a  dozen  of  chickens,  will 
dispense  with  a  whole  dozen  of  penal  statutes. 
We  search  and  ingress;  they  retail.  These  be 
the  basket -justices,  of  whom  the  tale  noay  be 
verified  of  a  justice,  that  I  know,  to  whom 
one  of  his  poor  neighbours  coming,  said,  '  Sir» 
I  am  very  highly  rated  in  tlie  Subiidy-book,  I 
beseech  you  to  help  me.'  To  whoni  he  an- 
swered, *  I  know  tnee  not.*  '  Not  me  sir^'' 
quoth  the  countrj'-man  ?  *  Why  your  worsitip 
hud  my  teem,  and. my  oxen  such  a  day,  and  I 
have   ever  beou   at  your  worship's  service;* 

*  have  you  so,*  quoth  the  justice,  *  I  never  re- 
membered 1  h'.\d  any  such  matter,  no  not  a 
shecpVtaiL'  So  uidess  you  offer  sacrifice  to 
the  idol-justices,  of  sheep  and  oxen,  they 
know  you  not.  If  a  warrant  come  frbm  the 
lords  of  the  council  to  levy  100  men,  he  will 
levy  200;  and  what  with  chopping  in  and 
crossing  out,  he  will  rain.  lOOl.  by  the  bargain. 
Nay,  if  he  he  to  send  out  a  warrant,  u[K>nA 
man's  request,  to  have  any  fetched  in  upon 
suspicion  of  fekxiy,  or  tlie  like;  he  will  writa 
the  warrant  himself,  and  you  must  put  ^.  in 
his  pocket  as  his  clerk's  fee,  (when  God  knows 
he  keeps  but  2  or  3  hindesj  for  his  better  main- 
tenance. Why  we  have  nad  here  5  bills ;  of 
Swearing,  going  to  Church,  Good-Ale,  Drunken- 
ness and  .  .  .  .  this  is  as  good  to  tliem  as  if  you 
had  given  them  a  Subsidy  and  two  15ths.  Only 
in  that  point  I  mislikc  the  bill,  fi>r  the  rest  I 
could  wish  it  good  passage." 

Sir  Francis  Hastings  said,  "  That  such  jus- 
tices were  well  worthy  to  be  locked  up  in  aa 
ambery.  But  he  wished  that  all  might  t^t  be 
censured  for  one  evil,  who  though  he  neglected 
botli  the  care  of  conscience  and  country  which 
he  should  love,  yet,  doubtless,  many  did  not 
so ;  as  being  touched  in  conscience  to  rcmeo>- 
ber  that  our  long  peace  should  make  us  care- 
ful to  please  him  in  doing  of  justice,  that  had 
preserved  us,  and  was  the  author  of  Our  peace^ 
^od  himself."  And  thereupon  the  bill  was  in- 
grossed. 

Debate  on  a  Bill /or  resorting  to  Churdu] 
A  bill  ibr  the  more  diligent  Ueaort  to  Church 
upon  Sundays,  was  read  a  2nd  time,  when 

JVIr.  Roger  Otcch  spoke  to  this  effect :  "  That 
he  misHkcd  the  bill  for  two  respects ;  the  one  for 
the  penalty,  tl>c  other  in  respect  of  the  party, 
punishing,  thnt  is,  the  justice.  For  the  first^the 
penalty  is  12d.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
poorest  recusant  in  England  ought,  as  well  as 
the  rich,  to  pay  his  201.  and  for  want  of  lands 
and  goods,  his  body  is  liable ;  and  therefore 
we  shall  doubly  punish  him,  which  is  a^nst 
law.  For  the  other,  touching  the  justice,  I 
think  it  too  great  a  trouble,  andtlicy  are  ever 
leaden  with  a  number  of  penal  statutes,  yea,  a 
whole  alphabet,  as  appears  by  Hussey  m  the 
time  of  Henry  VII.  And  this  is  a  matter  so  ob- 
vious, that  a  justice  of  peace's  house  will  be 
hke  a  quarter-sessions,  with  the  multitude  pf 
these  complaints.  I  think  also  it  is  an  inhin^*^ 
ment  of  Magna  Charta,  for  that  gives  trial 

*  per  pares/  but  this  by  two  witnesses  before  H 
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justice  of  the  peace.  And  b^  this  statute,  if  a 
justice  of  the  peace  come  into  the  quarterr 
sessions,  and  say  it  is  a  good  oath,  this  is  as  good 
as  an  indictment :  therefore  for  my  part,  away 
with  the  t)ill."  ' 

Sir  Francis  Hastings,  "  I  never,  in  my 
Nfe,  heard  JQsdccs  of  the  prace  taxed  before  in 
this  sort :  for  ousht  I  know,  justices  of  peadc 
be  men  of  quality,  honesty,  experience  and 
justice.  I  would  ask  the  gent,  that  last  spake, 
but  two  questions ;  the  1st,  If  he  would  have 
any  penalty  at  ail  iniUctcd  ?  The  2nd,  If  in 
the  hrst  statute,  or  in  this,  an  easier  way  for 
the  levying  of  this  12d.  cap  be  ?  If  he  deny 
the  first,  I  know  his  scope;  if  the  2nd,  no 
man  but  himself  will  deny  it.  And  to  speak 
so  in  both,  is  neither  gravely,  religiously  nor 
rightly  spoken.  And  theretbre  for  God,  the 
queen,  and  our  country's  sake,  I  beseech  a 
aommitment.'* 

8ir  Carea?  Reynolds,  "  The  sabbath  is  or- 
dained for  four  causes ;  1st,  to  meditate  on  the 
omnipotency  of  .God ;  2ndly,  to  assemble  us 
'together  to  give  thanks;  Srdly,  that  we  might 
be  the  better  enabled  to  follow  our  own  affairs; 
4thly,  that  wc  might  hallow  that  day  and  ^anc* 
tiiy  the  same.  King  James  IV.  of  Scotliuid,  in 
tlie  year  1512,  and  king  James  VI.  in  the  year 
ld79,  did  erect  and  ratify  a  law,  that  whoso*< 
ever  kept  either  ikir  or  market  upon  the  sabr 
bath,  his  moveables  should  presently  be  given 
to  the  poor.  Men  gathenng  ol*  sticks  were 
stoned  to  death,  because  that  was  thought  to 
be  a  kind  of  prophanation  of  the  sahbatii.  I 
doubt  not  bat  great  reformation  will  come  if 
this  bill  pass :  to  the  better  efibctiiig  whereof, 
I  humbly  pray,  that  if  tllere  be  imperfections 
in  it,  it  may  be  committed.'^ 

Sir  George  Moore,  <*  For  the  gent,  that  last 
spake,  and  so  much  inveighed  against  justices, 
it  may  be  it  proceeds  out  of  the  corruption  of 
)iis  heart ;  howsoever,  I  mean  not  to  search  it, 
or  answer  him ;  only  I  turn  hira  to  Solomon, 
and  mean  to  answer  him  with  silence.  With- 
out  going  to  Churchy  and  doing  christian  du-> 
ties,  we  cannot  bo  rehgious,  t\m\  by  religiun  we 
learn  both  our  duty  to  God  and  to  the  queen. 
In  doing  our  duty  to  God,  we  i»hall  be  better 
enabled  to  do  our  duty  to  our  prince.  And 
the  Word  biddeth  us,  that  "»ve  should  give  to 
God  that  wliich  is  due  to  God  '  et  Ca»ari  quae 
f  unt  C«esans.'-  Amongst  many  laws  which  we 
have,  we  have  none  for  constraint  of  God's 
service  s  I  sa^,  none,  though  one  was  mad« 
in  ptimo  of  this  queen,  because  that  law  is  no 
law  whioh  takes  no  force ;  for  *  cxecutio  legis 
vita  Ic«;is.'  Then  lot  us  not  give  such  cause  of 
comfort  to  our  advci'saries,  that  Imving  drawn 
a  bill  in  question  for  the  service  of  our  God, 
we  idiould  stand  so  much  in  questioning  the 
tame.  Once  a  month  coming  to  church  ex- 
cuseth  us  from  danger  of  the  law,  but  not  from 
the  commandment  of  God,  who  saith,  ^  Thou 
shalt  sanctify  the  Sabbath  day,  that  is,  everv 
Sabbath.  This  bill  ties  the  subject  to  so  mucn 
and  no  more,  which  being  agreeable  with  the 
law  of  God,  and  th«  ru)e  of  policy^  I  see  no  rea- 


son  why  we  should  stand  ^o  strictly  in  ^ving  it 
a  commitment."  i 

Mr.  Bond,  "  I  wish  the  Sabbath  sanctified 
according  to  the  precise  rules  of  God's  com- 
mandment,'but  I  wish  that  St,  Augustin's  rule 
may  be  obsscrved  in  the  manner, '  non  juhendo, 
scd  docendo,  magis  moneudo  quam  minaudo.' 
I  like  not  jthat  power  should  he  given  to  tlHs; 
justices  of  peace;  for  who  almost  arc  not 
grieved  at  the  luxuriant  authoritv  of  juisticos  of 
peace  P  By  the  statute  of  1  f.dw.  ill«  they 
must  be  good  men,  and  lawful,  no  maintainers 
of  evil,  but  moderate  iu  execution  of  la^vs ;  ibr 
matridtratcs  be  men,  and  men  have  always  at- 
tending  on  them  two  ministers,  ^  libidia  et  ira- 
cundia;'  men  of  this  nature  di>  subjugate  die 
frcc-born  subject.  Cler^  oau  do  much,  chil- 
dren more,  and  wives  most.  It  is  dangerous 
therefore  to  give  authority  in  so  dangerous  a 
thing  as  this  is,  which  I  hold  worth  yaur  second 
tlioughts,  *  quie  Solent  esse  prudentiores^'  Uer 
ma),  during  all  the  time  of  her  reign,  hath  been 
clement,  gracious,  meek,  and  mercUi^,  yea, 
chusing  rather  '  delinquere,'  I  kooMf  not  How  to 
tenu  it,  in  lenity  and  not  in  cruelty.  Bi^ty  hj 
tliis  statute,  there  is  a  constraint  t^  come  tu 
Divine  Service,  and  fur  neglect  all  muitt  puy^ 
<  Plectcntur  achivi }  the  poor  conuncmalty, 
whose  screagth  and  quietness  is  the  streugti^ 
and  quietness  of  us  idly  be  oiiiy  shall  be  pu- 
nished, he  vexed.  For  will  any  tltiuk  that  a 
justice  of  peace  will  contest  with  as  good  a  man 
as  himscli  ?  No,  this  age  is  too  wise.  I  leave 
it  to  this  liousc,  whether  it  staad  vvith  inibcy^ 
when  four  .Subsidies  and  eight  l^lui  be  now 
grunted,  to  bring  the  p(V>rcr  sort  into  greater 
tear  by  these  and  such  Uke  laws,  *  Malus  custos 
diuturnitatis  metus.'  And  in  the  gracioua 
speech,  which  her  maj.  lately  delivered  unto 
us,  she  used  this,  that  she  desired  to  b«2  be- 
loved of  her  su^ects.  It  was  a  wise  speech 
of  a  wise  prince,  for  an  lustorian  saitb,  *  Timor 
cxcitat  in  vindictam.'  Thcreibre,  mr.  Speaker, 
I  mishke  the  bill  in  that  pouit  touchio|^ justices, 
and  also  touching  taxation.  I  will  only  say 
thus  much  with  Panutiusin  the  Niccao  council, 
'  Absit  quod  tam  grayc  juguu\  fratribu^  nostris 
imponamus.'^ 

Mr.  Comptroller^  skid,  **  I  am  sorry,  after 
43  years  utvder  her  maj/s  happy  government, 
that  we  shall  nuw  dispute  to  commit  a  billoli 
this  nature.  And  I  would  that  any  voice  dursc 
be  so  bold  or  desperate  as  to  cry,  '  Away  with 
this  bill.*  ■  Tlie  old  statute  gives  the  penalty  5 
this  ne%v,  only  speedier  numns  to  Levy  it.  I 
much  marvel  that  men  will,  or  dare,  accuse  jus-<i 
tices  of  peace,  ministers  to  her  roaj^  witlioun 
whom  the  comokouwealth  cannot  be..  If  thia 
boldness  go  on,  they  will  accuse  judges,  and 
lastly,  the  seat  of  justice  \tself.  That  all  jus* 
tices  should  be  thus  generally  accused,  this  In 
.meer  barbarism  indeed.  When  her  maj.  shtdl 
have  understanding  hereof,  it  will  be  no  con-* 
tent  unto  her,  and  a  scandal  unto  us  all.'^ 

Mr.  Glascock,  '^  In  that  I  am  taxed  to  tax 
justices  of  peace,  I  am  to  pray  the  house  t<\ 
give  me  leave  to  xnjJwC  aa  apology  for  mystii, 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  wiJl  not  deny  that  I  spake, 
and  protest  it  in  my  conscience,  I  spake  only 
gf  the  inierior  sort  of  justices,  commouly  called 
basket-justices;  against  these  I  will  not  speak 
what  I  &pake  last,  but  other  matter  in  other 
terms.  They  be  like  the  wise  men  of  Chaidec, 
that  could  never  give  judgment  till  they  saw 
the  entrails  of  beasts.  Our  statutes  pmial,  be 
like  the  beast  born  in  the  morning,  at  his  full 
grotvth  at  noon,  and  dead  at  ni;:ht:  So  these 
statutes  Quick  in  esu^cution,  are  like  a  wonder 
for  nine  days;  so  long  after,  tliey  be  at  height; 
but  by  the  cud  of  the  year,  they  are  carried 
dead  in  a  basket  to  the  justice's  house.'' 

Mr.  Speaker,  •*  Mr.  Glascock,  you  speak 
from  the  matter  a^id  purfiose,  and  this  that  you 
bave  spoken  you  must  jusiify." 

Mr.  Martin.  *'  I  am  rather  willing  to  speak, 
in  that  I  would  willingly  have  an  end  of  this 
matter.  I  think  we  all  ogree  upon  the  sub- 
stance, that  it  is  (it  the.  sabbath  should  be  sanc- 
tiried.  The. other  matter,  which  is  the  impe- 
diment, I  know  it  is  a  grief^  but  I  leave  it  as 
matter  more  fit  to  l>c  decided  at  a  committee 
than  here.  And  theretorc,  for  the  honour  of 
the  queen  and  of  her  ^o\t.  I  wish  it  may  be 
conmikted  without  further  argument." 

Sk  Robert  Wroth.  «  rthiok  the  office  of 
jostice  of  peace  is  too  good  a  calling  for  him 
tbat  exclaims  against  it,  and  I  think  he  will 
never  have  the  honour  to  have  it.  It  were 
good  they  were  named,  and  that  he  told  who 
they  were ;  otherwise  honest  men  will  be  loth 
to  serve  the  queen,  when  they  shall  be  slan- 
dered without  proof.  Therefore  I  would  he 
might  answer  it  at  the  bar." 

Mr.  Johnson,  "  This  bill  is  an  excellent  bill ; 
and  I  have  observed  that  ail  the  speeches  yet 
spoken,  have  been  interlarded  with  other  mat- 
ter. The  gent,  now  protesteth  he  spake  of 
basket-justices;  I  appeal  to  the  who)c  house, 
whether  his  definition  were  not  general,  viz. 
*  A  justice  of  peace  is  a  kind  of  linng  creature, 
that  for  half  a  dozen  of  chickens  uill  dispense 
with  a  dozen  of  penal  statutes.'  I  think  it  is 
well  known  that  the  hon.  that  sit  about  the 
Chair,  and  all  the  rest  of  her  maj.'s  privy  coun- 
dly  have  and  do  hold  the  same  place,  and  this 
toucheth  them  as  much  mferior  justices.  And 
therefore  I  humbly  pray  he  may  answer  it  at 
the  bar,  and  that  it  niay  not  be  passed  over 
with  silence.** — But  all  said.  No,  No.   ' 

Mr.  Hide,  "  Every  man  agrees  this  bill 
bath  good  matter,  and  we  all  agree  and  con- 
sent to  the  substance,  though  dissent  to  the 
form ;  some  have  more  wit,  and  some  have 
more  understanding  than  others.  If  they  of 
meaner  capacity  and  judgment  spake  imperti- 
nently, let  us  not  in  a  spleen  straight  cry, 
'  Away  with  the  bill,'  but  let  us  give  it  the  same 
favour  we  give  to  bills  of  far  inferior  nature, 
tliat  is  a  commitment." — Accordingly  tlie  bill 
was  committed. 

Comulaint  aeaintt  Pirates  from  Dunkirk, 
4'e.]  Dec.  3rd,  Mr.  Dannet,  member  for  Yar- 
mouth, got  up  and  said: — "  May  it  please 
you,  mr.  Speaker,  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  so- 
vereign and  country  makes  mo  bold  to  crave 


yoor  patience  to  bear  me.    The  mstter  tbat  I 
speak  of  is  twofold,  the  1st  ooBoemetb  the  ho- 
nour of  the  queen;  the  3ud  ibe  sm£ecy  of  ovr 
country;  two  very  high  points  for  me  to  han- 
dle, and  require  a  more  eloquent  discourse 
than  I  am  able  to  make.   I  will  .use  no  circum- 
stance, or  with  superfluous  matter  abuse  the 
time  which  is  very  precious,  but  to  the  matter. 
I  have  been  of  the  pari.  5  or  6  times,  and  I 
have  always  observed  by  this  house  (and  I 
would  willingly  be  resolved  by  the  boDOorable 
about  the  Chair)  tbat  all  the  wars  of  hermaj. 
arc  wars  ofensive,  and  I  do  iH)t  bear  the  con- 
trary :  how  then  comes  it  that  such  a  number 
of  her  maj.'s  subjects  be  spoiled,  robbed,  beat- 
en, wounded,  tlicmselves  taken,  used  wttbsudi 
extreme  torture,  racked,  carried  away,  impri- 
som>d,  ransomed,  fined,  and  some  executed ; 
and  all  this  time  no  wafs?  But,  give-me  leave, 
for  these  ten  years,  I  am  sure,  the  subjects  of 
this  land,  on  the  sea-coast,  have  undergone 
these  tyrannies,  and  by  whom  ?  Even  by  two 
base  towns,  Dunkirk  and  Newport.     Dunkirk 
began  with  two  ships,  and  are  now  encreased  • 
to  almost  90.    I'hey  are  at  home  at  supper, 
and  the  next  day  here  with  us.    I  must  needs 
confess  the  great  charge  that  I  know  the  lord- 
admiral  ismt  continually  by  lying  ready  to  take 
t  hcse  pirates.    Send  to  take  them,  thpy  straight 
fly  home-:  if  our  ships  return  they  arc  straight 
here  again.     1  dare  boldly  say  it,  they  have 
done  England  more  hurt  since  they  began,  than 
all  France,  either  in  the  time  of  Hen.  Vlll. 
Edw.  VI.  or  queen  Mury.    If  it  be  so  that 
these  two  base  towns  shall  so  affront  the  power 
of  this  land,  I  see  no  reason  why  they  dioold 
be  suffered :  for  it  is  a  great  dishonour  both 
unto  the  queen  and  unto  the  kingdom.   I  have 
heard  many  say,  that  the  navies  are  the  walls 
of  the  kingdom ;  but  we  sufl'er  our  ships  still  to 
be  destroyed,  to  be  imrnt,  and  to  be  sunk  be- 
fore our  faces.     We  may  compare  our  seamen 
to  sheep  feeding  upon  a  fair  mountain,  in  the 
midst  whereof  stands  a  little  grove  full  of 
wolves :  why,  mr.  Speaker,  we  are  so  phigued 
with  them,  that  they  be  so  bold,  as  now  and 
then  to  take  our  harvest-men  tanl3f,  by  am- 
buscadoes.     I  speak  with  ^ief*,  and  it  was  re- 
ported unto  me  by  a  Scottish  man,  tbat  doka 
Albert  and  the  Infanta  should  plainly  publish, 
that  they  would  putl  down  so  many  of  the  walkf 
of  England,  that  they  would  easily  make  an 
entry.    And  it  had  been  better  tor  sea-ooast 
men  to  have  given  the  queen  an  hundred  Sub- 
sidies, that  they  had  been  lon^  since  suppressed^ 
My  humble  motion  is.  That  it  would  please  the 
house  to  enter  into  consideration  of  these 
things,  for  the  honour,  good,  and  safety,  both 
of  the  queen  and  of  the  kingdom." 

Mr.  Peake,  "  I  must  n|^s  shew  unto  tbii 
house  (upon  so  good  an  occasion  offered)  how 
grievously  tiie  town  of  Sandwich,  for  wnich  I 
serve,  is  vexed  and  almost  undone ;  insomuch, 
as  in  that  town  there  is  neither  owner,  master, 
or  mariner,  tliat  bath  not  felt  it.  Her  maj.  is 
trontinually  at  charge,  but  what  ensueth  or 
cometh  of  it,  I  never  yet  knew.  If  in  the 
county  of  Kent  at  Shooter's-hiU;  Gadd'S'hill, 
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Barham-down,  &c.  -ihcrc  should  many  and 
otter  robberies  be  committed,  and  the  justices 
look  not  to  it,  tliis  were  but  an  ill  part.  Erery 
day  men  come  home,  their  goods  and  all  they 
have  taken  away,  yea  their  very  apparel ;  and 
if  the  ships  might  also  be  carried  away,  they 
"Would  do  it.  This  should  be  amended  anil 
looked  into.  We  had  need  to  cherish  this 
snbjcct;!  think  him  to  be  the  best  and  mo>t 
necessary  member  of  the  commonwealth,  I 
mean  the  navigator." 

Mr.  ^cretaty  CcciL  "  My  speech  shall 
only  tend  to  advance  the  motion  of  the  gent. 
that  spake  first  in  this  point.  If  we  would 
have  remedy,  we  are  to  consider  two  things ; 
1st,  That  it  will  be  a  matter  of  charge  ;  and 
2ndly;  That  there  must  be  a  distribution  there- 
of. For  the  1st,  I  leave  it  to  you ;  for  the  2nd, 
it  is  out  of  my  element.  Withal  T  must  cx- 
ihise  them  tliat  have  authority  to  rcniedy  this ; 
for  unless  you  would  have  a  continual  charire 
unto  her  maj.  by  having  ships  l>ing  betwixt  us 
and  Dunkirk,  it  is  impossible  but  that  nt  some 
thnes  these  robberies  will  be  committed.  I 
could  very  well  agree  to  bring  this  motion  to 
some  head,  being  a  matter,  in  mine  opinion, 
Tcry  considerable  ia  a  committee."  And  all 
said,  Ay,  ay,ay. 

Mr.  Dannrt,  "  I  would  only  move  the  house 
that  some  masters  of  ships  and  seamen  mis^ht 
be  sent  fbr  to  attend  at  the  committee." — 
Whereupon  it  was  ordered  to  be  considered  of 
and  referred  to  committees,  viz.  all  the  privy 
council  being  members  of  this  house,  the 
queen's  learned  council  being  of  this  house,  sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  the  burgesses  for  ports  and 
«ea-faring' towns,  and  others. 

Further  Debate  on  the  Bill  for  retorting  to 
Church.]  Dec.  12th,  the  bill  for  coming  to 
Church  on  Sundays  was  read  a  5rd  time ;  and 
another  debate  arose  upon  it. 

Mr.  Bond,  "  This  bill  as  it  is  now  in- 
grossed,  much  differeth  from  the  first  which 
was  here  presented,  which  I  the  better  like 
of.  Notwithstanding,  in  my  opinion,  the  bill 
is  altogether  needless,  and  divers  reasons  move 
me  to  think  it  both  inconvenient  and  unneces- 
sary. Every  evil  in  a  state  is  not  to  be  met 
with  in  a  law;  and  as  it  is  in  natural,  so  it  is 
in  politic  bodies,  that  sometimes  the  remedy 
is  worse  than  the  disease.  And  therefore  par- 
ticular laws  against  particular  offences  induce 
noveltv,  artd  in  novelty  contempt.  If  this  bill 
passcth,  there  will  be  two  imputations  happen 
to  the  state,  which  wisdom  wills  us  both  to 
foresee  and  shun:  the  1st  an  infamy  to  our 
ministers,  that  our  adversaries  may  say.  This 
is  the  fruit  of  your  labour  to  have  preached 
away  your  audience  out  of  the  church :  the 
2d  no  less,  but  rather  a  greater  imputation 
upon  our  abps.^  and  other  ecclesiastical  gover- 
nors, that  they  be  either  remiss  in  their  au- 
thority, or  else  that  their  prerogative  hath 
not  so  much  power  as  a  twelvepcnny  fine. 
And,  doubtless,  these  imputations  cannot  be 
avoided,  if  we  give  the  Jesuits  such  head, 
sccrpe  artd'comfm,'  as  they,  in  their  writings, 
gretdily  apprehend.    I  do,  mr.  Speaker,  con- 


ceive great  difference  betwixt  1  Eliz.  when 
time  was,  and  this  law  of  44  £li2.  as  now 
It  is.  Then  the  people  were  newly  taken 
from  massing  and  superstition :  now  they  are 
planted  in  truth,  and  rooted  in  religion.  Th« 
light  did  then  scarce  appear  unto  them,  which 
now  shineth  with  ^orious  beams  u|)on  oub 
teachers  and  ecclesiastical  jud«508.  Suppose 
that  a  neglector  of  church  service  comes  to 
tl)e  sessions  there  to  be  examined,  alledging 
an  excuse;  many  businesses  so  concern  the 
doer  not  to  be  known,  that  to  speak  tnith 
would  be  a  wound  unto  his  consctence;  and 
to  say  his  business,  was  a  meer  moekcry ;  and 
to  say  an  untruth,  an  apparent  danger.  Hf 
this  law  may  stand  for  a  law,  mcthinks  I 
foresee  what  breach  of  charity  will  happen. 
Say  there  be  40  in  a  town  absent,  the  church- 
warden presents  some  and  not  othej^  :  it  will 
be  objected  unto  him.  Wherefore  should  I  be 
presented  and  not  he?  Wliv,  my  wife,  ray 
son;'  my  servant,  my  friend,  not  his?  &c. 
Will  not  this  be  ^  great  breach  to  unity  and 
peace  ?  just  prosecution  will  be  in6nitely  cum- 
bcrsoroo,  and  partial  connivance  subject  to 
quarrel.  Notwithstanding  this  statute,  wc 
leave  power  to  the  ecclesiastical  judj,^,  whose 
coun^e  is  to  proceed  to  excommunication^  and 
so  an  *  excommunicato  capiendo'  mu«t  be  had. 
This  is  as  great  a  charge  as  the  indictment 
in  the  statute  1  Eliz.  In  this  statute  a  wit- 
ness or  two  must  be  brought  to  the  sessions, 
he  must  be  presented  to  the  grand  jury,  and 
so  indicted;  this  will  cost  5s.  a  noble  or  10s, 
which  is  as  much  as  the  charge  in  the  iirst 
statute.  So  because  this  bill  is  scandalous  to 
the  clergy,  scandalous  to  the  state,  repugnant 
to  charity  and  *  crambc  recocta ;'  I  humbly 
pray  it  may  be  rejected." 

Sir  Francis  Hastings,  "  I  shall  speak  upon 
great  disadvantage;  I  perceive  this  member 
of  our  house  hcith  taken  studied  pains  to  dis- 
turb the  passage  of  this  bill.  To  which  I 
shall  not  so  well  answer,  because  I  cannot 
so  well  carry  away  the  particulars  of  this 
politic,  but  not  religious  discourse.  If  it  be 
religion  to  be  obedient  at  pleasure;  if  I  could 
be  zealous  to-day,  and  cold  to-morrow,  I 
could  subscribe  to  all  that  he  hath  said.  We 
cannot  do  a  more  acceptable  thing  to  God, 
or  a  more  dutiful  service  to  the  state,  than 
bring  men  to  fear  God.  Religion  and  policy 
may  well  stand  togetlier:  but  as  that  policy 
is  most  detestable  which  hath  not  religion  to 
warrant  it,  so  is  that  religion  most  happy 
which  hath  policy  to  back  and  maintain  it. 
I  know  the  Jesuits  and  priests  be  out  of  square, 
and  be  at  a  jarr  amongst  themselves:  I  pray 
God  it  be  not  to  make  •  a  breach  among  us, 
who  be  yet  in  unity.  Wit  well  applied  is'  a 
profitable  thing;  but  ill  applied,  dangerous,  in 
whomsoever  doth  abuse  it.  There  is  no  man 
of  sense  and  religion,  but  tliinketh  that  he  is 
far  from  religion,"  pointing  at  mr.  Bond,  <•  that 
spoke  last.  First,  he  said,  it  would  be  an  im- 
putation to  our  ministers.  That  speech  was 
both  u1>surd"in  judgment,  and  slanderous  ii^ 
utteaing;  as  Uiou^jji  tegifed^^t^StJgS? 
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Word  we  ^  ere  loth  to  bear  of  our  sins,  or  re- 
roaeile  our!>cIvet>  to  God.  The  'Jd,  iliut  it  was 
au  nuputation  on  alips.  bps.  &c.  1  ain  j^o  tar 
from  blaminff  their  govt,  that  1  renounce  that 
pofritioo.  1  am  vtrry  sorry  that  the  strength, 
of  their  authority  stretciictlt  not  {o  far  as  I 
«ould  wish  it  in  this  point.  But  mothink^ 
this  law  should  ruthcr  he  a  crrdit  to  the  nii* 
nistry,  that  now  we  having  gone  to  C hutch 
these  4$  years  ourselves,  aif  so  firvnit  in  re- 
hj^ion,  th'Jt  we  desire  also  tlint  others  mny  do 
the  Hke.  I  beseech  you,  cive  ma  leave  to 
wipe  oft*  a  grievance,  which,  it  5eems,  the 
Kent,  that  lost  spake  imputeth  unto  nie.  lie 
hath  made  a  protestation  that  he  is  no  papi>t : 
I  appeal  to  you  all  if  I  said  he  was.  And  I 
say  he  is  no  puritan,  if  he  be  not  a  pnpL&t ; 
for  if  e\er  there  be  a  puritan  in  luigloiid, 
it  is  a  papist*'^ 

Dr.  Bcnnet  shewed,  "  That  there  were  130i'), 
nay  1500  recusanfs  in  Yorksliire,  which  he 
vouched,  upon  his  credit,  were  presented  boili 
in  the  ecclesiastical  court,  and  before  the 
council  at  York.'' 

Shr  Robert  Wroth  shewed,  «  That  he  had  a 
proviso  ready  ingrossed,  the  substance  whereof 
was,  "  ITjat  if  any  mau  came  8  times  a  year 
to  the  Church,  and  said  the  usual  divine  ser- 
vice twice  every  Sunday  and  hohduy  in  liis 
house,  with  his  whole  family,  tiiat  should  be  a 
sufficient  dispensation.^  Tliis  was  utterly  mis- 
liked  :  yet  divers,  which  were  desirous  to 
Overthrow  the  bill,  went  forth  with  the  pro- 
viso, because  they  would  have  it  joined  with 
the  bill  to  overthrow  it.  Whereupon  the  house 
was  divided,  and  upon  division  it  appeared 
thus;  Ayes  125,  Noes  85.  So  the  proviso 
passed.  Then  it  was  put  to  the  question  for 
tlie  bill,  hut  then  divers  rea.sons  were  shewed, 
Mr.  Bond's  two  reasons  of  prejudice  to  mi- 
nisters and  tlie  cler;a;\',  and  tlic  danger  by 
breach  of  charity;  that  the  information  was  a 
thing  contrary  to  Magna  Charta;  that  there 
mi^ht  be  a  conviction  without  inquiry. 

Sir  Waller  Raleigh  shewed,  «  That  all  the 
Church-Wardens  ol  every  sliirc  most  come  to 
the  assizes  to  give  information  to  the  grand- 
jury:  say  Uien  there  be  120  parishes  in  a 
$hire,  there  must  now  come  extraordinary 
<!40  church-wardens:  and  say  that  but  two 
in  a  parish  oft'end  in  a  quarter  of  a  year, 
that  makes  480  persons  with  the  oflfendoVs  to 
appear ;  what  great  multitudes  this  will  bring 
toi;cthcr,  what  quarreliing  and  danjicr  uuiy 
h'lppen,  besides  givii>^  authority  to  a  mean 
churclnvvarden,  how  prejudicial  this  may  be, 
^c.  with  divers  other  reasons  against  it.  As 
jilso  Fome  ambiguities  and  equivocations  tlicrc« 
in;  the  proviso  newly  addfd  being  a  plain 
toieratioa  from  coming  to  Church;  and  tliat 
the  parson  could  not  present  or  constrain  any 
if  the^  Said  wrvicc  at  home." 

So  It  wa5  put  to  the  oucstion,  the  Ayes  went 
/^>rtb  and  were  105,  ana  the  Noes  within  106; 
but  then  the  Ayes  said  they  had  mr.  Speaker's, 
which  would  make  it  even.  And  then  it  grew 
to  a  qiiesfiou;  whether  he  had  a  voice.    Sir 
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Kdw.  Hobby,  who  ifras  of  the  Aye  side,  si^ 
**  That  when  her  maj.  had  given  us  leave  to 
clmsc  our  Speaker,  she  gave  us  leave  to  cbu5C 
one  out  of  our  owa  number,  and  not  a  stranger, 
a  citizen  of  London  and  a  member;  and  there- 
fore he  hath  a  voice.*'  To  which  it  was  an- 
swered by  sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  conlirmed 
bf  the  Speaker  himself,  **  That  he  was  fore- 
closed of  liis  voice  by  taking  tliat  place,  w  hich 
it  hath  pleased  them  to  impose  upon  Uim; 
and  that  he  was  to  l)e  indifferent  for  both  par- 
ties :  and  withal  shewed,  tliat,  by  order  ot  tha 
bouse,  the  hill  w;is  lost." 

Mr.  Bozci/rr  said,  "  I  think  it  not  lost,  for 
thtTc  Imlh  been  foul  and  groat  abuse  offered  in 
lliii.  matter.  A  gt»nt.  that  would  willingly  go 
forth  according  to  his  conscience,  was  puUed 
hack :  though  I  much  reverence  my  Masters 
of  the  Temple,  and  am  bound  to  our  Benchers 
of  the  Middle-Temple,  yet  if  it  will  please  the 
houhc,  and  you,  mr.  Speaker,  to  command  me 
to  name  him,  I  will."  The  greater  Voice  said 
No ;  yet  mr.  sec.  Cecil  willed  him  to  name 
him,  and  he  said,  "  It  was  Mr.  Dale  of  the 
Middle-Temple.*' 

Sir  Walter  Haleigh.  «  Why,  if  it  please 
you,  it  is  a  small  matter  to  pull  one  by  the 
sleeve,  for  so  I  have  done^  myself  oftentimes.* 
— And  great  loud  speech  and  stir  there  was  in 
tlie  house. 

Mr.  Comptroller^  after  silence,  said,  "  It  is 
a  most  intolerable  disorder.  I  think  the  ol- 
fence  is  a  heinous  offence,  both  against  God 
and  this  assembly.  For  the  lit,  in  that  every 
man  is  to  go  according  to  his  conscience^ ^and 
not  by  compuUion ;  aJid  for  tbe  other  geet. 
sir  Waher  Raleigh,  that  said  he  had  often 
done  tlie  like,  1  thmk  he  may  be  ashamed  of 
it ;  for  large  is  his  conscience,  if  in  a  matter 
of  bO  great  consequence  he  will  be  drawn  dither 
fonvards  or  backwards  by  the  sleeve ;  ,and  I 
think  it  so  heinous,  that  he  deserves  to  answer 
it  at  the  bar'*  (mcanhig  mr.  Dale,  but  because 
^ir  Walter  Raleigh  was  last  named,  it  ^as 
Utken  to  he  meant  of  him.) 

Mr.  Secretary  Cecil.  "  I  am  sorry  to  sec 
fhi.^  disorder,  and  little  do  you  know  how  for 
disorder  this  pari,  is  taxed,  I  am  sorry  I  can- 
not say  slandered.  I  had  hoped  as  this  parh 
began  jrravely  and  with  judgment,  so  we  shonkl 
have  ended  'modestly,  and,  at  least,  with  dis- 
cretion. I  protest  I  have  a  Hbel  in  my  pocket 
against  the  procccdinjrs  of  this  pari.  The  of- 
fence which  the  gent,  that  last  spake,  spoke  of, 
I  confess  is  grt^at  and  punishable ;  and  thb  I 
\>  i .^h  may  he  inflicted  on  l)im,that  he,whose  voice 
may  be  drawn  either  forward*  or  backwards 
by  the  sleeve,  hke  a  dog  in  a  string,  naay  be 
no  more  of  this  house ;  and  I  wish  tor  hb  cre- 
dit's sake  he  would  not.  But  tliat  it  slmuld  be 
so  great  to  be  called  to  the  bar,  I  aee  no  rea- 
son ;  neither  do  I  know  why  any  in  this  bouse 
should  speak  so  imperiously,  as  to  bate  i^^n^ 
of  his  place  and  quality,"  pointing  to  sir  Wal- 
ter Rtdeigh,  "  called  to  the  bar,  I  sec  uo  lea- 
fon  for  it :  for  the  matter  itself,  the  Noes  were 
loa,  and  the  Ayea  105,  the  Speaker  hath  bo 
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yoicc ;  and  though  T  am  sorry  to  say  it,  ^et  I  must 
needs  confess,  lost  it  is,  and  farevvei  it." — And 
so  the  house  rose  contuaedly. 

Debute  mi  a  Bill  relating  to  Soldiers,  ^c] 
Dec.  1(5.  a  biU  concerijing  Captains,  Soldiers, 
and  Mariners,  was  read  tnc  '^rid  time ;  and, 
by  reason  of  the  generality  of  the  bill,  it  was 
much  excepted  against  by  sir  W.  Raleigh,  and 
others. 

Mr.  Gfascock  said,  "  Mr.  SpeaVer,  I  have 
something  touching  this  bill  to  deliver  to  the 
house,  in  dischai'ge  of  ray  conscience.     And 
1  do  humbly  and  heartily  pray  you  all,  to  lieur 
me  patiently  and  qtiietly,  without  interruption. 
I  liave  been  observed,  mr.  Speaker,  to  l)e  an 
enemy  to  justices  of  the  peace,  and  to  have 
spoken  irreverently,  and  much  against  them  : 
for  mv  own  part,  1  mind- now  to  make  my  last 
speech  for  thk»  pari,  and  this  pn>testation  u  ithal : 
tliat  I  /lever  used  any  irreverent  language  to- 
wards thosit,  whose,  honesty  joined  with  their 
authority,  and  make  themseU'es  ftoious,  under 
the  title  of  upright  justices.     My  speech  was 
^    never  uttered  against  them,  but  against  two 
sorts  of  justices,  that  have  authority  at  the 
commission  of  musters ;   (for  all  within  the 
county  are  authorized  generally  by  the  word 
justices)  by  whom  I  would  be  loth  to  be  yoakcd, 
or  commanded.  The  first  is,  the  uncircumcised 
justice  of  peace ;  the  other,  the  adulterating 
justice  of  peace.    The  uncircumcised  justice  is 
he,  who  from  base  stock  and  lineage,  by  his 
wealth,  is  gotten  to  be  within  tl)c  commission. 
And  1  call  him  uncircumcised,  because  he 
hatli  not  cut  oflf  the  foreskin  of  his  offeiices; 
and  so  by  his  virtue,  wiped  away  the  blot  or 
stain  of  baseness  in  his  birth  and  lineage. — 
The  adulterating  justice  is  he,  that  is  a  gentle- 
man born,  virtuous,  discreet,  and  wise  ;  yet 
poor  fw^l  needy.     And  so  only  for  his  virtues 
and  qualities,  put  into  the  commission.    This 
man,  I  hold  un^t  to  be  a  justice,  tliougli  I  tliiuk 
him  to  be  a  good  member  in  the  common- 
wealth.   Because  I  hold  this  for  a  ground  in- 
falhble ;  that  no  poor  man  ought  to  be  in  au- 
thority ;  my  reason  is  this,  he  will  so  bribe  you, 
9nd  extort  you,  tliat  the  sweet  scent  of  riches 
and  gain,  takes  away  and  confoimdeth  the  true 
taste  of  justice  andeqmty.     For  the  scripture 
saitli,  '  Muneraexcoetantoculosjustorum;'and 
justice  is  never  imprisoned  and  suppressed,  but 
by  bribery.    And  such  kind  of  ministers  I  speak 
of.    And  I  call  him  an  adulterating  justice; 
because  look  how  many  bribes  he  taketfa,  so 
many  bastards  he  begets  to  the  commonwealth. 
—Then  let  us  see,  whence  these  justices  do 
come,  and  how  thf  y  be  made.    It  cannot  be 
denied,  but  all  iustices  are  made  by  the  lord 
*  keeeper ;  then  he  is  in  fault,  and  none  ebe. 
tor  my  own  opinion,  I  have  ever  held  hira  to 
be  a  man  both  honourable,  grave  and  wise  ;  so 
iust,  that  never  was  the  meanest  subject  so 
wronged  that  be  ever  complained.    Therefore, 
/lis  justice  cannot  be  taxed.    Aye,  but  his  care 
may,  for  he  only  maketh  them.    No,  I  may 
more  easily  excuse  him,  than  ourselves;  for  he 
maketh  ooao,  but  such  as  hu'c  ccrtiUcates  comt 


mendatory  from  the  justices  of  assize*  Why 
th<;n,  they  be  in  fault;  for  hnpossiblc  it  is,  my 
lord  keeper  should  know  the  quality  and  sutli- 
ciency  of  them  himself,  but  only  *  per  alium,' 
in  trust,  as  by  the  justices  of  assize.  No,  tho 
gnll  hes  not  there ;  for  they  neitlier  (by  reason 
Uicy  are  not  always  riding  one  circuit)  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  natures  of  those  ju.vticcs; 
but  when  any  desircth  to  be  a  justice,  he  gettcth 
a  certificate  from  divei*s  justices  of  the  peace 
in  the  country,  to  tlie  justices  of  assize,  certily- 
ing  them  of  tlicir  suflicicntcy  ahd  ability.  And 
they  a2;ain  make  their  certificate  (believing  the 
former)  to  tlie  lord  keeper,  who  at  tlic  next 
assizes,  puts  them  into  commission.  And  thus 
is  the  lord  keeper  abused,  and  the  justices  of 
assize  abused,  and  the  country  troubled  with  a 
corrupt  justice,  put  in  authority. — The  ciuise 
comes  only  from  the  justices  themselves.  And 
who  be  tlicy  ?  Even  all  of  you  here  present,  or 
most  of  us.  My  suit,  thcrctbrc  is,  that  you  will 
abstain  from  such  commendations,  and  hold 
your  hands  from  writing  iniquity,  and  doing  so 
sinful  u  deed,  as  to  couunend  an  unworthy  per- 
son, and  not  to  commend  a  worthy  and  dticr- 
ving  subject.  And  I  think  this  a  position  both 
true  and  public,  that  it  is  as  great  a^in  to  add 
to  the  unworthy,  as  to  detract  from  the  worthy. 
And,  mr.  Speaker,  if  these  men  may  be  except- 
ed out  of  the  hill,  I  will  not  only  be  ready  to 
^o,  but  to  run  forth  to  have  so  good  a  law  esta- 
blished."   Then 

Mr.  Townshend  shewed,  "  That  in  too  much 
generality,  there  never  wanted  error.  And  ^o 
in  this  bill,  being  too  general,  nam'ely,  all 
froiu  the  age  of  18  to  60,  must  appear  at  mus- 
tei-s,  and  may  be  prest ;  no  exception  of  any, 
and  ihcrofore  no  profession  exempted.  It  is 
not  unknown  unto  you,  that  by  profession,  I  aia 
a  lawyer,  and  therefore  unfit  to  be  a  professor 
of  the  art  of  war.  Therefore,  I  pray,  that  it 
would  please  the  house,  if  they  would  commit 
the  bill,  to  commit  it  to  be  returned  on  the  last 
day  of  the  next  pari. ;  or  else,  that,  as  a  worthy 
gent.  (serj.  Ileale)  tlic  last  pari,  in  a  bili  of 
this  nature  moved,  to  have  an  exception  or 
proviijo  for  all  Serjeants ;  it  would  please  3'oa 
to  admit  of  a  pro\*iso  for  all  lawyers.'' — At 
which  the  house  laughed  heartily ;  and  die  bill 
was  dropped. 

Sir  Francis  Hastivgs^s  Speech  fir  reforming 
Abuses.]  The  next  day  the  Speaker  havinj; 
taken  notice,  that  the  pari,  was  likely  to  end 
next  Saturday,  sir  Francis  Hastings  stood  up 
and  said,  "  Mr.  Speaker,  because  I  see  the 
house  at  so  good  leisure,  I  will  be  bold  to  re- 
member some  matters  passed  this  pari,  and  de- 
liver my  opinion,  with  desire  of  reformation  :  I 
mean  not  to  tax  any  man. — Divers  speeches 
have  been  used  concerning  justices  of  the 
peace,  so  slanderous  and  defamatory;  with  so 
unwonted  epithets,  with  such  slanderous  defi- 
nitions ;  a  testimony  of  levity  f  )r  the  one,  and 
scant  sound  judgment  for  the  other. — ^And  , 
therefore,  I  do  humbly  pray  the  hon.  here  pre- 
sent, that  those  justices  which  .<M?r\^  rch'giously, 
dutifully,  and  carefully,  may  be  countenuuccd. 
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— The  church  and  commonwealth  arc  two 
twins,  wbiclk  iaui;h  and  live  together.  Lon^ 
have  we  joyed  in  her  maj.'s  happy  govt,  and 
long  may  we.  We  have  two  strong  eueraics, 
Rome  and  Spain ;  from  thence  all  our  rcbcl- 
ifons  have  proceeded,  and,  by  treasons  hatched 
there,  the  sacred  life  of  our  sweet  sovereijin 
bath  been  souj^htand  endangered.  The  bold- 
ness of  the  Jebuiis,  and  Seminaries,  is  greatly 
increased,  and  they  be  very  diligcuL  to  pervert ; 
which  their  often  and  ordinary  published 
pamphlets,  to  every  mau'b  view,  well  tcstificth, 
and  apparently  sheweth  the  perverseness  of 
their  spirits,  and  corruptness  of  their  Itcarts. 
And  the  multitude  being  perverted,  what  dan- 
ger this  may  breed  to  the  state,  and  our  so- 
vereign queen,  judge  you.  For  my  part,  I  am, 
and  will  be  ready  to  lay  my  life  at  her  feet,  to 
do  her  service ;  we  had  need  to  have  special 
care  of  them,  for  themselves  do  brat;  they  have 
forty  thousand  true  hearted  Catholics  (for  sp 
they  call  them)  in  England ;  besides,  their  re- 
tinue, poor  Catholics  and  Neuters,  and  I  know 
not. what.  It  is  therefore  fit,  we  look  to  this 
dangerous  case,  and  not  to  think  ourselves  se- 
cure, because  we  fiml  no  hann :  for  it  is  a  true 
position,  that  security,  without  Providence,  is 
most  dangerous.  I  conclude  only  with  this  de- 
tire,  that  those  who  have  supreme  authority, 
will  look  that  those  who  have  inferior  govt, 
may  do  faithfully ;  and  that  we  may  .be  Kept 
in  obedience." 

IVie  Speaker^g  Speech  to  the  Queen  at  the 
Close  of  the  Session.^  Dec.  19th,  the  Queen, 
with  divers  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  being 
set  in  the  upper  bouse  in  their  pari,  robes,  be- 
tween 2  and  3  in  the  afternoon,  the  Commons 
had  notice  thereof,  and  thereupon  repaired 
thither  with  John  Crooke,  esq.  recorder  of 
London,  their  Speaker,  who  being  placed  at 
the  rail,  or  bar,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  said 
upper  house,  after  he  had  made  three  re- 
verences to  her  maj.  sitting;  under  a  rich  cloth 
of  state,  spake  to  this  effect  following : — "  That 
laws  were  not  at  first  made  with  humane  pen, 
but  by  divine  ordinance;  that  politic  laws  were 
made  according  to  the  evil  conditions  of  men, 
and  that  all  laws  serve  not  for  all  times,  no 
more  than  one  medicine  for  all  diseases ;  if  he 
were  asked^'^h^t  were  the  first  and  clucfest 
thing  to  be  coiisi(i3red,  he  wouhl  say.  Religion. 
So  religion  is  all  in  ail,  for  religion  breeds  de- 
votion ;  devotion  breeds  zeal  and  piety  to  God, 
which  brcedeth  obedience  and  duty  to  the 
prince,  and  obedience  of  the  laws,  which 
breedcth  faithfulness  and  honesty  and  love ; 
tlirce  necessary  and  only  things,  to  be  wished 
and  obsei-ved  in  a  well-governed  common- 
wealth. And  that  her  maj.  by  planting  true 
religion,  had  laid  such  a  foundation  upon  which 
all  those  virtues  were  so  planted  and  builded, 
that  they  could  not  easily  be  roqted  up  and  ex- 
tirpated. And  therefore  he  did  acknowledge 
that  we  will  praise  God  and  her  maj.  for  it. 
And  tlien  he  descended  to  speak  of  govern- 
ments and  laws  of  nations,  among  and  above 
all  which,  he  piiucipally  jjrei'errcd  the  laws  of 


this  land,  which  he  said  were  to  many  and  so 
wise,  I  hat  there  was  almost  no  ofience  but  was 
met  with  in  a  law.  Notwithstanding  her  miy. 
being  desirous,  for  tlie  good  of  her  land,  to  call 
a  parliament  for  redress  of  some  old  laws,  and 
making  some  new,  her  dutiful  and  loving  sub- 
jects having  considerd  of  them,  have  made  some 
new,  and  amended  some  old,  which  they  bmn- 
bly  desire  may  be  made  laws  by  her'  most  royal 
assent  which  j»iveth  life  unto  them.  And  so 
after  thanks  given  for  the  pardon,  by  whidi  we 
dread  your  justice  and  admire  your  mercy,  and 
a  prayer  unto  her  maj.  that  she  would  accept^ 
as  the  testimonies  of  our  love  and  duty  offered 
unto  her,  with  a  free  heart  and  willing  spirit, 
4  entire  Subsidies  and  eight  15ths  and  lOths, 
to  be  colllected  of  our  lands  and  livelihoods ; 
and  having  craved  pardon  for  bis  offence,  if 
either  he  had  forgotten  himself  in  word  or  ac- 
tion, he  ended." 

'Ffie  Lord  Keeper^sAnmer."]  The  Lord  Keeper 
answered  thus  m  effect.  **  First,  as  touching 
her  maj.'s  proceedings  in  the  laws  for  her  royia 
assent,  that  should  be  as  God  should  direct 
her  sacred  spirit.  2dly,  for  your  presentation 
of  four  subsidies  and  eight  15ths  and  lOths ; 
3dly,  your  humble  thankfulness  for  the  pardon, 
for  them  and  yourself;  I  will  deliver  her  ma:y» 
commandment  with  what  brevity  I  may,  drat 
I  be  not  tedious  to  my  most  gracious  sovere^. 
1st,  She  saith,  touching  your  proceeding  in 
the  matter  of  her  prerogative,  that  she  is  per- 
suaded subjects  did  never  more  dutifully ;  and 
that  she  understood  you  did  but  obiter  touch 
her  prerogative,  and  no  otherwise  but  by 
humble  petition;  and  tlierefore,  that  thanks 
tliat  a  prince  may  give  to  her  subjects  she 
wilhngly  yicldeth :  but  she  now  well  perceivcth, 
that  private  respects  are  privately  masqued 
under  public  pretence.  2dly,  Touching  the 
presentation  of  your  subsidy,  she  specially 
rcgardeth  two  things,  both  the  persons  and  the 
manner ;  for  the  1st,  she  fell  into  commenda- 
tions of  the  commonalty;  for  the  9d,  the 
manner,  which  was  speedy,  not  by  persuasion 
or  persuasive  inducements,  but  freely  out  of 
duty  with  great  contentment.  In  the  thing 
which  ye  haye  granted.  Iter  ma),  ereatly  com- 
mendeth  your  confidence  and  judgment;  and 
though  it  be  not  proportionable  to  her  occa- 
sions, yet  she  most  thankfully  recciveth  the 
same  as  a  loving  and  thankful  prince ;  and  that 
no  prince  was  ever  more  unwiUing  to  exact  or 
receive  any  thing  from  the  subject  than  she, 
our  most  gracious  sovereign ;  for  we  all  know 
she  never  was  a  greedy  grasper  nor  strait-banded 
keeper ;  and  therefore  she  commanded  me  to 
say,  that  you  have  done  (and  so  she  taketh  it) 
dutifully,  plentifully,  and  thankfully.  For  your- 
self, mr.  Speaker,  her  maj.  commanded  me  to 
say,  that  you  have  proceeded  with  such  wis- 
dom and  discretion,  that  it  is  much  to  your 
commendations ;  and  thot  none  before  yon 
hath  deserved  more."  And  so  he  ended,  afeer 
an  admonition  given  to  the  justices  of  ite^ 
peace,  "  That  tliey  would  not  deserve  the  m^ 
thcts  of  prolling  justices^  justices^  of  qutnrcb/ 
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who  counted  champerty  good  chevesance,  sin- 
ning justices  who  do  suck  aud  consume  the 
wealtii  and  good  of  the  commonwealth ;  and 
also  against  those  who  lie  (if  not  all  the  year, 
yet)  at  least  three  quarters  of  the  year  in  this 
city  of  London." — After  all  this,  and  thcijueen's 
voyal  assent  gii-en  to  19  pubhc  and  10  private 
Acts,  the  lord  keeper,  by  her  maj.'s  command, 
dissolved  this  parliament. 

Death  of  the  Queen  J]  We  have  now  done 
with  the  last  pari,  of  Queen  Elizabotli,  which 
she  survived  only  about  two  years,  dying  in  a 

food  old  age,  at  her  manor  of  Richmond, 
larch  24th,  1608,  in  the  44th  year  of  her 
eeign. 

Taxes  in  the  lieign  of  FAizaheth. 

In  the  first  year  of  this  queen's  reign  she 
had  a  subsidy  of  two  J5ths  and  two  lOths; 
abo  tunnage  and  poundage  was  granted  her 
for  life. — ^In  her  5th  year  she  liad  a  supply  of 
one  subsidy,  two  15ths  and  two  lOths ;  besides 
a  grant  of  6s.  in  the  pound  from  the  provinces 
of  Canterbury  and  York.-— In  her  8th,  one 
l^th,  one  lOili,  and  a  subsidy  from  the  tem- 
porality ;  besides  a  subsidy  from  the  clergy  of 
4«.  in  the  pound. — In  her  IStli,  she  had  a 
grant  of  two  15ths  and  lOtlis,  and  a  subsidy 
from  the  temporality;  besides  6s.  in  the  pomid 
from  the  clergy. — In  her  18th,  a  grant  of  a 
subsidy,  and  of  three  15ths  and  lOths;  besides 
63.  in  the  pound  from  the  clerg}'. — In  lier  23d, 
another  grant  of  a  subsidy,  and  of  two  15tbs 
from  the  temporality;  ancl6s. 8d.  in  the  pound 
from  the  clei5gy. — ^In  her  26th,  a  grant  of  one 
entire  subsidy ;  which  was  (according  to  Stowe) 
Ss.  8d.  on  goods,  and  4s.  on  lands,  and  two 
X5ths  from  the  temporality:  also  6s.  in  the 
pound  from  tl»c  clergy. — In  the  28th,  one  sub- 
sidy and  two  15ths  from  the  temporality,  and 
one  subsidy  fi'om  the  clei^  of  Gs.  m  the  pound ; 
besides  which  both  houses  joined  in  a  benevo- 
lence of  2s.  in  tlic  pound. — In  the  30th,  an 
act  passed  for  granting  four  15tlis  and  two 
subsidies  from  the  laiety :  a^  two  subsidies, 
of  6s,  in  the  pound,  from  the  clergy,  to  be 
paid  yearly  at  2s. — In  her  34tli,  a  grant  of 
three  subsidies,  and  six  Idths  and  lOths,  by  the 
temporality;  and  two  subsidies,  of  4s.  from 
the  clerj^y.— In  the  39th,  three  entire  subsidies, 
and  six  15ths  and  lOths,  from  the  temporality; 
and  from  the  clergy,  three  subsidies  of  4s.  in 
the  pound,  to  be  paid  at  six  several  payments. 
:^— In  her  43d,  a  grant  of  four  entire  subsidies 
^nd  eight  Idths  and  lOths,  from  the  laiety; 
and  four  subsidies^  of  4s.  in  the  pound,  from 
the  clcj^gy.  ■ 

Frice  of  Provisions  in  this  lieign. 
In  1559,  wheat,  8s.;  rye,  8s. — ^In  1560, 
-vvheat,  8s.;  rye,  8s.;  barlev,  55.  2d.;  oats,  5s.; 
eld  hay,  12s.  6d.  per  load;  new  hay,  6s.  8d. 
— In  1561,  wheat,  8s. ;  rye,  8s. ;  malt.  5s.;  oats, 
5s.   In- 1562,  wheat,  8s.;  barley,  5s.;  hay,  13s.4d. 

E'oad ;  straw,  6s. ;  claret,  21.  lOs.  per  ho^ 
, — ^In  1563,  rye,  13s,  4d. ;  oats,  5s.— In 
,  a  dearth;  and  whe;^t  was  21.  16s.  per 
gpwrter;  beef;  Is.  lOd.  per  stone  j  and  her- 


rings only  five  for  2d. ;  bay  salt,  (never  so  dtMr) 
6s.  the  bushel.  After  har^'est  wheat  waslL4s. 
and  continued  so  about  a  year. — ^In  1587, 
wheat  was  31.  4s.  per  quarter,  at  London;  and, 
in  other  places,  at  10s.  128.  and  13s.  per  bi^heC 
occasioned  by  excessive  transportation. — In 
1594,  wlicat,  21. 16s. ;  rye,  21.— In  1595,  wheat, 
by  great  transportation,  2l.  13s.  4d. ;  a  hen's 
ew,  Id.  or,  at  best,  three  for  2d. ;  a  pound 
of  sweet  butter,  7d. — In  1596,  wheat,  by  rea- 
son of  great  rains,  at  4l.  per  quarter;  rye, 
21.  3s.;  oatmeal,  8s.  the  bushel. — ^In  1597, 
wheat  was  5l.  4s.  and  fell  to  4l.  per  quarter; 
rye  from  9s.  to  6s.  per  bushel,  and  then  to 
3^.  2d.  and  afterwards  rose  again  to  the  greair* 
est  price.  Bishop  Goodwin  says,  wheat  was 
once  this  year  at  13s.  4d.  perbusheL — In  1598^ 
pepper,  8s,  per  pound;  rai»ins,  6d. ;  Gascoygne 
wine,  2s.  8d.  per  gallon;  sweet  wine,  4s. — » 
And,  in  1603,  ale  and  strong  beer  was  settled, 
by  act  of  pari,  to  be  sold,  in  ale-houses,  at  one 
penny  the  quart,  and  bmail  beer  at  two  quarts 
for  a  penny. 

List  of  Boroughs  to  rthick  the  Prhifege  of 
sending  Heprcscntatives  to  Farliaj/ient  wo^ 
granted  or  restored  b\j  Queen  Eliiubeth, 

Eastlow  Yarmouth 

Tregony  Newport  in  the  We  of 

Towcy  Wight 

St.  Germains  .  Stockbridge 

St.  Mawes  Newton 

Kellington  Christ-Church 

Bcralaton  L^-mrngton 

Corfe-Castle  Whitchurch 

Cirencester       •  Andover 

Maidstone  Tamworth 

Queenborough  Aldborough 

Newtown  Sudbury 

Clirhcro  Eye 

East-lletford  Ilasleroere 

Bishops-Castle  llichmond 

Minehead  Beverley 

Boroughs  -  31  INIembers  -  ^3 

Acts  passed  in  this  Queen^s  Reign. 
1  Eliz. — ri.  An  act  restoring  to  the  crown 
the  ancient  jurisdiction  over  the  state  ecclesi* 
asticul  and  spiritual,  and  abolishing  all  foreiga 
power  repugnant  to  the  same.  2.  For  th« 
uniformity  of  common  prayer  and  service  La 
the  church,  and  the  administration  of  the  sa- 
craments. 3.  Of  recognition  of  the  queen's 
highness  title  to  the  imperial  crown  of  tlii« 
realm.  4.  For  the  restitution  (  of  ^the  first* 
fruits  and  lOtlis,  and  rents  reserved  <  nomine 
decim^,'  and  of  parsonages  impropriate,  tq 
the  imperial  ci-own  of  this  realm.  5.  Where- 
by certain  offences  be  made  treason.  6.  For 
tlie  explanation  of  the  statute  of  seditious, 
words  aud  rumoors.  7.  To  revive  a  statute 
made  in  the  23rd  year  of  the  reign  ot'  k'mft 
Henry  \^II.  touching  the  conveying  of  horses, 
geldings,  and  mares  into  Scotland.  8.  Touch* 
ing  shoemakers  and  curriers.  0.  Touching 
tanners,  and  selling  of  tanned  leather.  10. 
That  the  carrying  of  leather,  tallow  or  raw 
hides,  out  of  the  ref||Iiu  ^r  merc^odizessliall 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


fSP] 


PARL.  HISTORY,  I,tnkiiTrn,^ActspatiedinihiiIUi^. 


[M> 


he  felony.  11. 'limmng  the  times  for  hying 
on  land  merrhtndizr  tVom  bcjond  the  bcas, 
and  touchidg  customs  for  sweet  wines.  12. 
Against  the  decelrtiil  u^ing  of  linen  dorh.  13. 
For  the  shipping  in  English  botUims.  14.  For 
cite  coniinuanco  of  the  makinc  of  woollen 
cloth  in  divers  towns  in  the  county  of  Essex. 
1.5.  That  timber  shall  not  be  felled  to  nuike 
coals  for  tJic  burning  of  iron.  16,  To  continue 
the  act  made  against  rebellions  assemblies. 
17.  For  the  preservation  of  spawn  and  fry  of 
lish,  Jit.  For  the  continuaiure  of  certain  sta- 
tutes. 19.  Itcstraining  bishops  &om  making 
leases  for  above  21  years,  (Private  acts,  c.  17.) 
20.  Of  a  subsidy  of  tonnage  and  poundat^e. 
SI.  Of  a  subsidy,  and  two  15ths  and  10th, 
gnintcd  by  the  tempornlty.  22.  Giving  au- 
thority to  tl)e  queen  to  make  ordinances  in 
collegiate  churcl»cs  and  schools. 

5  Eliz. — 1.  An  act  for  the  assurance  of  the 
i)ueen's  niaj  .'s  royal  power  over  all  states  and  sub- 
jec-s  witltiu  her  dominions.  2.  For  th«  mainte- 
nuucc  and  increase  of  tillage.  3.  For  the  relief  of 
tlie  poor.  4.  Touching  divers  orders  for  urti- 
iiccBS,  labourers,  servants  of  husbandry,  and 
•pprepticcs.  5.  Touching  certain  politic  con- 
stitutions made  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
navy.  6.  Against  such  as  shall  sell  any  ware 
lor  apparel  witl)Out  ready  money.  7.  Avoid- 
ing div<;rs  foreign  wares  made  by  handicrafts- 
men beyond  the  seas.  8.  Touching  tanners, 
curriers,  shoemakers,  and  other  artiHcrrs  oc- 
cupying the  cutting  of  leather.  9.  For  the 
punishment  of  such  persons  as  shall  procure  or 
commit  any  wilful  perinry.  10.  'I'o  re^'ive  a 
^tatute  made  anno  21  of  Hcliry  VIIT.  touching 
servants  enibezzlinj^  their  masters  goods.  11. 
Against  the  clippn>g,  washing,  rounding,  or 
Jiling  of  coins.  12.  Touching  badgers  of  com 
and  drovers  of  cattle  to  be  licenced.  13.  For 
Uifi  reviving  of  a  statute  made  the  2nd  and  3rd 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  for  tlie  amending  of  higli* 
ways,  14,  Against  the  forging  of  evidences 
and  writings.  15.  Against  fond  and  fantasti- 
cal prophecies,  16.  Against  conjurations,  en- 
chantments and  witchcrafts.  17.  For  the  pu- 
nishment of  the  vice  of  buggery.  18.  De- 
claring the  authority  of  the  lord-keeucr  of  the 
great-sea!  of  England,  and  the  lord  chancellor, 
to  be  one,  19.  For  the  rerical  of  a  branch  of 
a  statute  made  anno  1  Eaw.  6.  touching  the 
conveying  of  horses  and  geldings  nut  of  this 
realm.  20.  For  the  punishment  of  vagabonds, 
calling  themselves  Eg\ptirtns,  21.  Ftx*  the 
punishment  of  unlawful  taking  of  lish,  deer,  or 
hawks.  22.  Against  the  carrying  of  sheep- 
skins and  pelts  over  the  sea,  not  being  staple 
"ware.  23.  For  the  due  execution  of  the  writ 
•  de  excommunicato  capiendo.'  24.  For  the  re- 
viving of  a  statute  made  anno  23  U.  8,  touch- 
hiff  the  repairing  of  gaols.  25.  To  fill  up  juries 
'  de  circumstantibus,^  lacking  in  Wales.  26. 
For  tlie  inrollmcnt  of  indentures  of  bargain 
mnd  sale  in  the  queen's  maj.'s  courts  of  record 
at  Lancaster,  Chester,  and  Dnrtiam.  27. 
Touching  fines  to  be  levied  in  the  county  pa- 
latine ot  Durham.  28.  For  the  translating  of 
tlie  bible  and  the  divine  serrice  into  the  WeUb 


tongue.  29.  For  the  oonfirmatioD  of  a  sob- 
sidy  granted  l>y  the  clergy.  30.  Of  a  subsi<iy, 
and  two  15ths  and  lOtl^  granted  by  the  tcm- 
poralty.  31.  Of  the  queen's  raaj.'s  most  gra* 
cioiis,  general  and  fn-f*  pardon. 

8  Eliz. — 1.  An  act  declaring  the  manner  of 
making  and  consecrating  of  the  abp.  and  bps.  of 
this  realm,  to  be  good,  lawful  and  peHiect.  2. 
Whereby  the  defendiuit  may  recover  his  costs, 
being  wrongfully  vcx-cd.  3.  Against  carryinj; 
over  sea,  rams,  lambs,  and  oti^  sheep  alive. 
4.  To  take  away  tlie  benefit  ot'  elergy  from 
certain  felonious  oflfcndors.  5.  For  the  avoid- 
ing of  tedious  suits  in  civil  and  marine  causes. 
6.  Touching  clotliworkcrs,  and  cloths  ready 
wrong! jt  to  be  shipped  over  the  sea.  7.  Toucli- 
ing  drapers,  cottoncrs  and  frizers,  in  the  town 
ofShrewsbury.  8.  For  die  repeal  of  a  branch 
of  a  statute  made  the  32nd  of  Henry  VIIJ.  for 
the  stature  of  hoi-ses.  9.  To  repeal  a  branch 
of  a  statute  made  anno  23  ot  Henry  Vfll.- 
touching  the  prices  of  barrels  and  kilderkins. 

10.  For  Kowyers,  and  the  prices  of  bows, 

11.  For  the  true  making  of  hats  and  caps. 

12.  For  aulnegcrs  fees  in  Lancashire,  and  tor 
length,  breadth,  and  weight  of  cottons,  firize* 
and  rugs.  13.  Concerning  sea-maiks  and  ma- 
riners. 14.  Touchmg  transporting  of  tawed 
leather.  15.  For  preservation  of  grain.  t6. 
That  in  divers  counties,  there  shall  be  but  one 
sheriff  hi  one  county.  17.  For  confirmation 
of  a  subsidy  granted  by  the  clei-gy.  18.  Of  a 
l.Tth  and  10th,  and  subsidy,  granted  by  the 
tern  poralty.  19.  Of  the  queen's  maj.'s  free 
and  general  pardon.  20.  F'or  repealing  a 
branch  of  a  statute  made  in  the  26th  of  Hen. 
8.  c.  6.  Sect.  12.  for  trial  of  ofiencos  in  Wales. 

13  Eliz. — l.An  act  wliereby  certain  offences  be 
made  treason.  2.  A  gainst' the  bringing  m  and 
putting  in  execution,  of  bulls  and  other  iilstni- 
ments  from  the  sec  of  Rome,  3,  Against  fu- 
gitives orer  the  sea.  4.  That  the  lapds,  tene- 
ments, goods,  and  chattels  of  treasurers,  re- 
ceivers, teller?,  &c.  shall  be  liable  to  thej>ay- 
mcnt  of  their  debts.  5.  Againrt  fraodulent 
deeds,  gifts,  alienations,  &c,  6.  That  tlie  con- 
stats, and  exemplifications  of  letters  patents, 
shall  be  as  good  and  available,  as  the  letters 
patents  themselves.  7,  Touching  orders  for 
nankrupts.  8,  Against  usury,  9,  For  the 
commission  of  sewers.  10.  Against  fi-auds, 
defeating  remedies  fbr  dilapidations.  11.  For 
the  maintenance  of  the  navigation.  12.  To 
reform  certain  disorders  touching  ministers  of 
the  church.  13.  For  the  increase  of  tillage. 
14.  For  the  bringing  of  bow-slaves  into  die 
realm.  15.  That  no  hoye  or  plate  «ball  cress 
the  seas.  16.  That  the  convictions  of  T.  earl 
of  Westmoreland,  and  57  others  attainted  of 
trea.son  be  confirmed,  17.  l*hat  Robert  ciui 
of  I^icester  may  found  an  hospital  in  War- 
wick, oif  Keneiworth,  for  relief  of  poor  and 
impotent  people.  18.  For  the  river  lie,  otlrer- 
wisc  called  Ware  river.  19.  For  the  making 
of  caps.  20.  Touching  leases  of  benefices, 
and  other  ecclesiastical  livings,  withctire.  21, 
That  purveyors  may  take  gndn,  com,  or  vic^ 
teals  withio  6  miies  of  Cambridge  and  Oxfon^ 
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in  ccrmm  cfts«s.  99.  *f  o  continue  the  statute 
for  difision  of  fihires.  93.  For  paving  of  a 
street  without  Ald^te.  >  24.  For  the  paving 
of  the  town  of  Ipswich.  25.  For  the  reviving 
and  continuance  of  certain  statutes.  26.  For 
the  confirmation  of  a  subsidy  granted  by  the 
clergy.  27.  Of  a  subsidy,  and  two  ISths  and 
lOths,  granted  by  the  temporalty.  28.  Of 
the  queen's  highness  most  gracious,  general 
and  free  pardon.  29.  Concerning  the  several 
incorporations  of  the  universities  of  Oxford 
mnd  Oamhridgey  and  the  confirmation  of  the 
charters,  liberties  and  privileges  granted  to 
either  of  theih. 

14  Eliz. — I.  An  act  fbr  the  punishment  of  such 
%s  shall  rebelliously  take  or  detain,  or  conspire 
to  take  or  detain,  from  the  queen's  maj.  any 
of  her  castles,  towers,  fortresses,  holds,  &c. 
9.  Against  such  as  shall  conspire  or  practise 
the  enlargement  of  any  prisoner  committed  For 
-liigh  treason,  d.  Against  the  forging  and  couu* 
terfeiting  of  foreign  coin,  being  not  current 
within  this  realm.  4.  To  revive  a  statute  made 
*  anno  primo'  of  the  queen's  maj.*s  reign  iiihi- 
biting  the  carrying  of  leather,  tallow,  and  raw 
bides  out  of  the  realm.  5.  For  the  punishment  of 
Yi^bonds,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and 
impotent.  6.  For  the  explanation  of  a  statute 
made  against  fugitives  over  the  seas,  in  the 
13th  year  of  the  queen's  mflj.^s  reign.  7. 
Against  the  deceits  of  undcr-coUectors  of  the 
lOthsnnd  subsidies  of  the  clcrfi^v.  8.  For  the 
avoiding  of  recoveries  sutfered  by  collusion  by- 
tenants  fbr  term  of  life,  and  such  others.  9. 
Declaring  that  the  tenant  and  defendant  mny 
have  a  *  Tales  de  circumstantibus,'  as  well  as 
the  demandant  or  plaintiff.  10.  To  reform  the 
excessive  length  of  keruM.  11,  For  ttie  con- 
tinuatioo,  explanation,  pcrfeaing,  and  enlarg- 
ing of  divers  statutes.  12.  For  the  repeal  of 
a  statute  made  anno  8  of  the  queen's  maj.'s 
reign,  touching  the  town  of  Shrewsbury.  IS. 
For  the  annexmg  of  Hexham  and  Hexamshire 
to  the'  county  of  Northumberland,  14.  For 
the  better  assurance  of  gifts,  grants,  &c.  made 
and  to  be  made,  to  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  tlie  hospitBls  in  and  near  unto  the  city 
of  tendon,  of  Ubnst,  Bridewell,  and  st.  Tho- 
mas the  apostle. 

18  Elix. — 1.  An  act  against  the  diminishing  and 
imparing  of  the  queen's  maj.'s  coin,  and  other 
corns  lawfully  current  within  the  realm.  2. 
For  confirmation,  as  well  of  all  grants  made  to 
the  qn^en's  maj.  as  of  letters  patents  made  by 
*  her  mig,  to  others.  3.  For  the  setting  of  the 
poor  on  work,  and  for  the  avoiding  of  icileness. 
4.  ^For  the  avoiding  of  frauds  in  certain  con- 
veyances and  assoranoes  made  by  the  late  re- 
bels in  the  North.  5.  To  rklress  disorders  in 
common  informers  upon  penal  laws.  0.  For 
the  maintenance  of  the  colleges  in  both  the 
universities,  and  also  in  Winchester  and  Eaton. 
7.  To  take  away  clergy  from  the  of!enders  in 
rape  and  burglary;  and  an  order  fbr  the  de- 
livery of  clerks  convict,  without  purgation.  8. 
For  the  appointing  and  authorising  of  justices 
ef  assises  m  dw  ihiret  of  Wales.  9.  Against 
Vol.  I. 


the  transporting  of  leather,  tallow,  and  raw 
hides  out  of  the  realm.  10.  Of  additions  uuto 
^  the  former  acts,  for  the  amending  and  repairer 
I  ing  of  highways. .  41.  For  the  explanation  of 
j  the  statutes,  intituled,  '  Against  the  dcfeat- 
'  ing  of  dilapidations,  and  against  leases  to  be. 
I  made^^of  spiritual  promotions,'  in  some  re* 
spects.  12.  For  tlie  trial  of*  nisi  pring'  in  the> 
county  of  Middlesex.  iS.  Coneerning  offices  ■ 
found  within  the  counties  palatines.  14.  For 
reformation  of  Jeofails.  15.  For  refonnation 
of  abuses  in  goldsmiths.  16.  For  the  tolera- 
tion  of  certam  clothiers  in  the  counties  of 
Wilts,  Somerset,  and  Gloucester,  to  inhabit 
out  of  towns  corporate.  17.  For  the  perpe-  ■ 
tual  maintenance  of  Rochester  bridge.  18.. 
For  the  repairing  of  Chepstoviie  bridge.  19. 
For  the  paving  of  the  city  of  Chichester.  20. 
For  the  repairing  and  amending  of  the  bridges 
and  highways  near  unto  the  city  of  Oxford. 
21.  For  the  relief  and  re-edifying  of  the  bo- 
rough of  New  Woodstock  in  the  county  of  Ox- 
ford. 22.  For  confirmation  of  a  subsidy  granted 
by  the  clerey.  23.  Of  two  15ths  and  lOths, 
and  one  subsidy,  granted  by  the  tcm])oralty« 
24.  Of  the  queen *s  maj.'s  most  free  and  gene* 
ral  pardon. 

23  Eliz. — 1 .  An  act  to  retain  the  queen's  sub- 
jects in  their  due  obedience.  2.  Againstiedi- 
tious  words  and  rumours  uttered  -against  the 
queen's  most  excellent  maj.  3.  For  the  refor*- 
mation  of  errors  in  fines  and  recoveries.  4« 
For  the  fortifying  of  the  borders  towards  Scot* 
land.-  5.  Touching  iron-mills  near  unto  the 
city  of  London,  and  tlie  river  of  Thames.  6« 
For  the  reiiairing  of  Dover  haven.  7.  For  the 
increase  of  mariners,  and  for  maintenance  Of 
the  navigation.  8.  For  the  true  melting,  making 
and  working  of  wax.  9.  For  the  abolishing  of 
certain  deceitful  stuff  used  in  the  dying  of 
cloth.  10.  For  preservation  of  pheasants  and 
partridges.  11.  For  the  re-edifying  of  CardiflT- 
Bridce,  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan.  12.  For 
an  addition  Jto  a  former  act  made  anno  IS  of 
her  mm .'s  reign,' for  the  paving  of  a  street  with* 
out  Aldgate,  leading  to  her  highness  store- 
houses at  the  Minones,  and  other  places.  13. 
For  the  inning  of  Earith  and  Piumsiead  Marsh. 
14.  Of  a  subsidy  grmited  by  the  clergy.  15. 
For  a  subsidy  and  two  15ths  granted  by  the 
temporalty.'  16.  For  the  queen's  maj.'s  mo&t 
gradous,  general  and  free  pardon. 

27  Eliz. — 1.  An  act  for  provision  to  be  made 
for  the  surety  of  the  queen's  maj.'s  most  royal 
person,  and  the  continuance  of  the  realm  in 
peace.  2^  Against  Jesuits,  seminary  priests, 
and  such  other  like  disobedient  persons.  8. 
For  the  explanation  of  the  statute  made  anno 
13  of  the  Queen's  miu.'s  reign,  intituled,  *  An 
act  to  maxe  tlie  lands,  tenements,  iroods  and 
chalteb  of  tellers,  receivers,  &c.  liable  to  the 
payment  of  their  debts.^  4.  Against  covenous 
and  firaudulent  conveyances.  5.  For  the  ex- 
pedition of  justice  in  cases  of  demurrers  and 
pleadings.  6.  For  the  reuirning  of  sufficient 
jurors,  and  for  the  better  expedition  of  trials. 
7.  For  the  levying  of  issues  kst  by  jurors.  8. 
3  Q 
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For  redress  of  erroneous  jud^^ents  in  the 
CoUrt,  coinuiouly  called'  the  King's  Be  nrb.  9. 
'¥x>r  rcfonnntion  of  errors  in  lines  and  recove- 
ries, in  the  12  shires  of  Wales,  town  and 
county  of  Haverford  West,'  with  the  counties 
*j>alHtirie.  10.  Forthenuithiuance  of  afi»nn -r 
statute,  intituled,  *  An  act  to  redress  di^rders 
in  common  informers  upon  penal  statutes,' 
made  iu  the  18th  year  or  the  quetni's  maj.*s 
reign.  11.  For  the  rcvivinp,  continuance,  e\- 
^lamition;  and  perfcctinjj;  of  divers  siuiute?. 
13.  For  the  swearing  ot  uudcr-sherilFs,  and 
other  under-ofticers  and  ministers.  VJi.  For 
the  following  of  hue  and  cry.  1 1.  For  the  re- 
viving of  a  former  statute,  lor  the  true  making 
of  malt»  15  For  t})c  bringing  in  of  siaplc-fish 
nnd  herrings  into  this  rcnlm.  16.  Touciiing 
artificers  using  the  cuttint:  of  leather.  17. 
'Foudjing  the  brclidth  of  AWiito  woollen  cloths, 
'made  in  the  counties  of  SonKT>ct,  Wiltshire, 
CJloucestcr,  and  Oxon,  kc.  18.  Concerning 
tnnking  of  woollen  cloths  in  the  counties  of 
Devon  and  Cornwall,  called  plain  white 
straights,  and  pinned  wliite  straights.  W. 
*1  or  the  preservi^tion  of  timber  jn  the  wilds  of 
the  counties  of  Sussex,  Surrey  and  Kent,  and 
for  the  amendment  of  highways  decayed  by 
carriage  to  and  from  iron-milb  there.  20,  For 
"tiie  preservation  of  the  haven  at  Plynjouth. 
21.  For  the  presenation  of  Orford  haven,  if 2. 
For  the  bringing  of  the  haven  oftbdcityof 
Chichester  by  a  new  cut  channel,  to  the  s^b- 
tirbi  of  the  same  city.  23.  For  clotli^miiking 
in  the  towns  of  Boxstead  and  Laogham  in  the 
county  of  £ss€x.  24*  For  the  keeping  of  the 
sea-banks  and  sea-works  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk. 25.  For  the  explanation  of  the  statute 
ibr  the  maintenance  of  Rochester  Bridge.  26. 
For  explaining  of  the  statute  for  the  amending 
of  the  highway's  between  IMiddlcton  and  the 
Kint;*b  Ferry,  leading  into  the  isle  of  Sheppey, 
in  the  coutity  of  Kent.  QT.  For  the  inning  of 
Fanth,  and  Plumstead  Marsh.  28.  Of  one 
Subsidy  granted  by  the  clergy*  29.  Of  one 
subsidy,  and  two  15th9  and  lOths  granted  by 
the  temporalty.  30.  For  the  queen's  maj.'s 
most  gracious,  general,  and  free  pardon. 

99  £hz. — 1.  An  act  for  the  confirmation  of 
the  attainders  of  Thotnas,  late  lord  Paget,  and 
othei^.  2.  Concerning 'errors  in  records  of 
attainders  of  high  treason.  3»  To  avoid  frau- 
dulent assurances  made  in  certain  casta  by 
traitors.  4.  To  prevent  extortion  in  shoriffs, 
tinder-sherilfs  and  bailiffs  of  franchises  or  li- 
berties, in  cases  of  execution.  5'.  For  the 
Cimtinuance  and  perfecting  of  statutes.  6. 
For  the  more  speedy  and  due  execution  of 
'certnin  branches  of  the  stntOte  m;kde  iu  the 
23rd  year  of  the  queen's  maj.*s  reign,  intituled, 
*  An  act  to  detam  the  queen's  maj.'s  subjects 
in  their  due  obedience.*  7.  Of  one  subsidy  by 
the  clercy.  8.  For  the  grant  of  one  intire  sut>- 
sidy,  and  two  15tbs  and  lOths,  granted  by  the 
'temporally.  '9.  For  the  queen's  maj.'s  most 
gracious,  general,  and  free-pardon. 

31  Fliz. — 1.  An  act  against  discontinuances 
«f  writs  of  error  in  the  courts  of  Exchequer 


and  King's  Bench.  2.  For  ihri^iiig  of  pro- 
ciainations  upon  fmes  to  be  levied  at  the  Com- 
mon Law.  3.  For  the  avoiding  of  privy  and 
secret  outlawries  <rf'  hci"  maj.'s  subject*.  4. 
Against  embezzling  of  armour,  baliiliments  of 
war,  and  victual.  5.  Concerning  informer*. 
6.  Agsiiost  abuses  in  election  of  sdiolars,  and 
presentation  to  beneiiccs.  7.  Against  crcclr 
mg  and  maintaining  of  cottages.  8.  For  th^ 
true  cunging  of  vessels  brought  from  beyond 
the  seas,  converted  by  brewers  for  the  uttcr- 
at>c^  and-  sale  of  ale  and  beer.  9.  For  writs 
upon  proclanwitions  and  exigents,  to  be  cnr- 
ront  within  the  county  palatine  of  Durbaui. 
10.  For  tJie  contiiMiunee  and  perfecting  of 
divers  statutes.  11.  Of  explanation  or  de- 
dam  t  ion  of  the  statute  oi  •  octavo  rcp« 
llenrici  scxti',  concerning  forcible  cDtrie^^ 
the  indictments  thueupon  found.  12-  Tv 
avoid  horse-stealing.  13.  For  reviving  and 
cuiargiug  of  as*at'Ji^  made  in  the  23rd  year  of 
hor  mnj.'s  reign,  for  repairing  of  Dover  haven. 
14.  For  confirmation  of  the  subsidies  of  the 
ch^rgy!  15.  For  the  granting  of  four  IStias 
and  lOths,  and  two  entire  subsidies,  to  our 
most  gracious  sovereign  lady  the  queen's  most 
excellent  maj.  16.  For  the  queen's  Buy.'s 
most  gracious,  general,  and  free  pardon. 

35  Eliz.— 1.  An  act  to  retain  the  queen^s 
maj.'s  subjects  in  their  due  obedience.  S. 
For  the  restraining  of  popish  recusants  to 
sortie  certain  places  of  abode.  3.  For  expla- 
nation of  a  statute  made  in  the  34th  year  of 
king  Heni^  VIIL  as  well  touching  grants  made 
to  iiis  maj.  as  for  conBrmation  of  letters  pa- 
tents maJe  by  his  highness  to  others.  4.  For 
the  necessary  relief  of  soldiers  and  mariners. 
5.  For  explanation  ^d  confirmation  of  the 
queen's  maj.'s  titled  the  laud*  and  tene- 
ments, late  sir  Francis  Englefield's,  knt.  at- 
tainted of  high  treason.  6.  Against  conveiv 
ing  of  great  houses  into  several  tenements, 
and  for  restraint  of  inmates  and  inclosurcs,  in 
and  near  about  the  city  of  London  and  West- 
minster. 7.  For  the  reviving,  continuance^ 
explanation  and  perfectihg  of  divers  statutes. 

8.  For  the  avoidmg  of  deceit  used  in  making 
and  selling  of  twice  laid  cordage,  and  for  Uie 
better  preserving  of  the  navy  of  this  rcahn. 

9.  Touching  the  breadth  of  plunkets,  azures, 
and  blues,  and  other  coloured  cloths,  made 
within  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  elsewhere 
of  like  making.  10.  For  tlie  reformation  of 
sundry  abuses  in  cloths,  called  Devonshire. 
kersies  or  dozens,  according  to  a  proclamatiofi 
of  tlie  34th  year  of  the  queen's  maj.*s  reign. 
11.  For  the  bringing  in  of  clapboard  from  the 
p^rts  beyond  the  seas,  and  the  rcstraimng 
of  transporting  of  wine  casks,  for  the  sparii^ 
and  preserving  of  timber  within  this  realm. 
H,  For  confirmation  of  the  subsidies  of  the 
dcrgy.  13.  For  the  grant  of  three  intire  sub* 
sidies,  and  six  15ths  and  lOths  graated  hr 
tlie  temporalty.  14.  For  the  queen's  taaj^j 
most  cracious,  free,  and  general  pardon. 

39  Xllis. — 1.  An  act  against  the  decajtn^of 
towns  and  houses  of  husbattdrj.   S.  For  i 
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tcnance  of  husbandry  and  tillage.  3.  For  the 
reliefof  the  poor.  4,  For'pvinishment  oT rogues, 
▼ngubuiid?,  and  sturdy  beggars.  5.  for  erect- 
ing of  hospitals,  or  abiding  and  working-houses 
for  the  poo>.  6.  To  reform  deceits  and  breaches 
of  trust  touching  lands  given  tochnritable  uses. 
7.  For  the  more  speedy  payment  of  the  rjueenS 
»mj.*s  debts,  and  for  the  better  explanation  of 
the  act  made  in  the  liJth  year  of  the  queen's  i 
inaj.  intituled,  *  An  act  to  make  the  lands,  tc-  | 
nements,  goods  and  chattels  of  tellers,  re-»  I 
ccivers,  &c.  liable  to  the  payment  of  their  | 
debts.'  8.  For  the  confirmation  and  establiih-  | 
ment  of  the  deprivation  of  divers  bishops  niid 
rfeans  in  the  beginning  of  her  maj.'s  reign.  9.  For 
the  taking  away  the  benefit  of  clergy  from  offend- 
ers against  a  certain  statute  made  in  the  8rd 
year  of  king  Honry  X'lf.  concerning  the  taking 
away  of  women  u;^ainst  their  wills  unlawfully. 
10.  For  the  increiise  of  mariners  aud  mainte- 
nance of  navii;a^(m  ;  repcaliujs;  a  statute  made 
ill  the  ^.Srd  year  of  her  maj.*s  rcij;n,  bearinc; 
the  same  title.  1 1.  Fov  tl»e  better  execution 
of  the  statute  ma<le  in  the  IjSrd  year  of  the 
queen's  maj.'s  i*eign,  fcxr  the  abolishing  of  log- 
wood, alias  blockwood,  in  the  dying  of  cloth, 
wool  or  yam.  12.  For  explanation  of  the  sta- 
tute made  in  the  5th  yeiu*  of  her  maj.**  reiirn, 
coqccming  labourers.  tS.  An  explanation  of 
an  act  made  in  thn  llrh  year  of  king  Ifenry 
VII.  for  fustians.  14.  Prohibiting  the  briuc- 
^ng  into  this  realm,  of  forci^^'U  cards  for  wool, 
15.  That  no  person  robbing  any  house  in  the 
day-time,  {\ltuoui;h  no  person  be  therein,  shall 
be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  his  clcrj^.  10. 
To  restrain  tho  excessive  niakiii!/  of  malt.  17. 
Against  lewd  and  wanderin<;  persons,  pretend- 
jiig  themselves  to  be  soldiers  and  mariners. 

18.  For  the  reviving,  contin'innre,  explanation, 
perfecting  and  repealing  of  divers   statufej^, 

19.  For  the  amenchnent  of  hii;hway5  in  the 
counties  of  Sussex,  Surry  and  Kent.  30.  A«jain>t 
the  deceitful  stretching  and  tentering  of  north- 
em  cloth.  21.  For  the  further  continuante 
and  explanation  of  an  ac*  for  the  necessary 
relief  of  soldiers  and  mariners,  mode  in  the 
S5th  year  of  the  queen's  mai.S*  reign  that  now 
is.  $2.  For  the  establishment  oi'  the  bishop- 
ric of  Norwich,  and  the  posr;essions  of  the 
same,  against  a  certain  pretemled  concealed 
title  thereunto.  28.  For^  the  repairing  of  the 
bridj;cs  of  Newport  and  Carlion  in  the  county 
of  >loninonth.  2  f.  For  the  erecting  and  build- 
ing of  a  bridge  over  the  river  of  Wye,  at  Wilr 
ton  npon  Wye,  near  the  town  of  liosse,  in  the 
county  of  Hereford.  95.  Fx>r  enlarging  of  the 
statute  made  for  following  hue  and  cry,  in  the 
87 th  year  of  her  maj.'s  reign,  in  some  sort  to 
relieve  the  inhabitants  of  the  small  hundred  of 
^ynersh,  alias  Benherst,  in  csises  where  they 
are  in  no  voltint^ry  default,  and  yet  are  or 
shall  be  charged  by  the  $ame  statute,  and  by 
the  two  ancient  statutes,  tlie  one  made  the 
18th  year  of  king  F^w.  I.  the  other  in  the 
S8th  year  of  king  Edw.  Til,  for  repressing  of 
robberies.  26.  ror  confirmntiun  of  the  sub- 
li^iet  ipanted  bj  the  clergy,     f^^  tor  the 


grant  of  3  entire  slibsidics,  and  six  15ths  and 
lOths,  granted  by  the  temporalty.     i>a.  For 
the  quccn*8  m^j/s  most  gracious,  general,  and  " 
free  pardon. 

43  Eliz.— 1.  An  act  for  confirmation  of  grants, 
made  to  the  queen's  mnj.  and  of  letters  pa- 
tent*  made  by  her  highness  to  others.  2.  For 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  3.  For  the  necessary  * 
relief  of  soldiers  aud  mariners.  4.  To  redress 
the  misemplovmcnt  of  lands,  goods,  i^nd  stocks 
of  tnoney  heretofore  given  to  charitable  uses. 
5^  To  prevent  perjury  and  subornation  of  per-  * 
jury,  and  unnecessary  expenccs  in  suits  of" 
law,  6,  Tb  avoid  trifling  and  frivolous  suits 
in  law,  in  her  maj.'s  courts  at  Westminster, ' 
7,  To  avoid  aud  prevent  divers  mibdemeanorn 
in  lewd  and  idle  persons.  8.  Against  fradu- 
lent  administhitioii  of  intestate's  goo<ls.  9. 
For  continuance  of  divers  stututes,  und  for  re- 
peal of  some  others,  10,  For  the  true  work- 
ing and  makii\g  of  woUlen  doth.  1 1.*  For  tho ' 
recf)v^ry  of  many  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
marshes,  and  other  grounds,  subject  commonly 
to  surrounding,  witliin  the  isle  of  Ely,  aud  tho 
counties  of  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Nor-^ 
thamptoh,  Lincoln,  Norfolk^  SulTulk,  Sussex,^ 
Essex,  Kent,  and  the  couirty  palatine  of  Dur*' 
ham.  12.  Concerning  matters  of  assurances' 
amongst  merchants.  13.  For  the  more  peace- 
able goveniment  of  the  parts  of  Cumberland, 
North!miberland,\V''estmorland,  and  the  bishops 
ric  of  Durham.  14.  concerning  the  assize  n(^ 
fucK  15.  For  the  lr\'ying  of  hues  with  pro-' 
clamafiquis  of  lauds  within  the  county  of  tho 
city  otX'hester.  16.  For  the  rC'^.-difyiug,  re- 
pairing and  maintaining  of  two  bridges  over 
the  river  of  Kden,  near  the  city  of  Carlisle  ii\ 
Cumberland.  17.  Fo/ the  confirmation  of  the 
subsidies  granted  by  the  clergy.  1&.  For  the 
grant  of  4  entire  subsidies,  and  eight  ISths' 
and  lOths,  granted  by  the  temporalty.  19. 
For  the  quoen's  maj.'s  most  gracious^  general,^ 
aad  free  pardon^ 

JFames  I; 
After  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  Jbmes  VI.  of 
Scotland  suecce<led  to  riie  English  crown. 
The  new  king  made  his  Progress  from  otw  ca- 
pital to  the  other  with  all  convenient  expedi-i 
tion  ;  and,  on  the  25th  of  July,  st.  James's  day, 
1603,  this  king  and  his  queen,  Anne  of  Den-.' 
mark,  were  crownetl  at  Westminster,  witb 
great  solemni^.  To  lessen  the  ioy  that  mijht 
then  be  feit  byhoth  the  Scotch  and  English 
nations  on  this  happy  unioii,  a  dreadful  plaguo> 
broke  .out  in  London  this  year,  which,  in  m 
^hort  space,  carried  otf,  from  that  cit;^  and  ita 
eoi\fines,  above  30,000  people.  This  in  fee- 
tious^^istemper  prevented  die  king  and  coun-^ 
cil  kom,  caHmg  a  piirK  so  soon  as  it  %vas  usual 
on  a  new  accession ;  and  it  was  not  till  tha 
beginains:  oi  the  ^ext  year  that  the  writs  wera 
sent  out  for  summoning  one  to  meet  at  West-- 
minster,  on  the  >9ih  of  March,  still  in  the  first 
year  of  this  reign.  But,  at  the  same  tiisie,  a 
Pro<lai9a|i«o  came  if^t,  cootaimi^  iOQ^e  i&-« 
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junctioBfl  finr  electing  Members  io  the  kovsc  of 
Commons;  of  which  ProcUmatioa  the  follow- 
ing is  a  cup}',  as  it  appears  in  Rymer*§  Foedera, 
torn.  xvi.  p.  561. 

2'"'fjiin^*s  i'rocliLwat ion/or  calling  a  Pari,] 
**  Wee  have  before  tliii  tyme  made  Known  to 
our  subjects  uppon  dyvers  occasions,  that  we 
have  reccaved  !»o  great  contt-ntment  iu  their 
gcncrall  contbrmity  and  submission  to  all  such 
courses  as  might  l>cst  establish  the  possession 
.  of  this  crowne,  according  to  the  rignt  of  our 
siiccession,  as  it  would  ever  nourish  io  us  an 
earnest  desire  to  shew  our  selves  careful!  in 
all  things  to  preserve  their  greatest  afibctiou 
and  to  answcre  that  expectation,  which  by 
their  jovfull  mancr  of  receaving  us,  Wee  per- 
ecave  they  had  conceavcd  of  our  govt,  where- 
of as  Wc  well  knowe  that  princes  cannot 
yield  more  eenerall,  more  cleare,  or  profitable 
proof  to  meir  people,  then  by  redressiing 
abuses,  wherewith  they  fynde  their  subjects  just- 
lie  ^eved,  either  in  coubtitution  or  adminis- 
tration of  their  laws  in  becing,  or  by  seeking  to 
establish  ncwe  laws  for  them,  agreeable  to  the 
jjules  of  justice,  whensoever  tyme  doth  disco- 
ver any  defectes  iu  the  former  policy,  or  when 
accidents  in  the  state  of  any  commonwealth 
requier  ncwe  ordinaunces;  so  seeyng  both 
these  things,  which  are  of  soe  greate  moment 
in  a  state,  have  accustomed  to  be  considered 
and  ordered,  as  in  this,  soe  ia  other  well  go- 
verned commonwealthes,  by  a  lawfuU  asseui- 
blie  of  the  tliree  estates  of  the  realme,  com- 
monly called  the  parliament,  Wee  were  desi- 
rous to  have  summoned  tliem  long  since  for 
that  purpose,  if  the  infection,  reygning  in  the 
citie  of  London,  and  other  places  pf  our  king- 
dome,  would  have  permitted  the  concourse  of 
soe  great  a  multitude  into  one  place  as  that 
assemblie  must  necessarilie  brynge  with  it; 
i;vhich  great  contagion  being  nowe,  by  the 
goodnes  of  God,  abated,  and  likelie,  as  We 
fiope,  to  be  shortly  quite  extinguished  in  and 
«bout  th^said  citie,  We  have  resolved  to  hold 
a  pari,  at  our  citie  of  Westminster,  as  soon  as 
We  shall  find  that  the  same  may  be  done 
without  the  peril!  aforesaid ;  in  which,  as  Ood 
Vdows  that  we  have  nothins  to  propound  for 
^atis^tiou  of  any  4)rivate  desier  or  particular 
profit  of  our  own,  hut  meerly  and  only  to  con- 
sult and  resplve  with  our  loving  sul^ects  of  all 
those  things  which  may  best  establish  the  pub- 
litske  goqd,  witli  the  gcnerall  safety  and  trao* 
Quility  of  this  realnie,  op  which  it  had  pleased 
Uod  to  multiply  soe  ipaany  blessings;  so  to  the 
intent  that  this  assemblie  ot  oure  pari,  being 
funded  uppon  soe  sypcere  an  intent  on  oure 
parte,  may  be  matched  with  a  )jke  integrytie 
od  theirs,  and  as  it  is  the  first  m  qui:  reigne, 
sp  to  be  founde  not  only  worthy  of  the  njgh 
title  it  beareth  to  he  the  highest  counceil  of 
the  kingdoipe,  Imt  also  to  be  a  president  f^r 
^reftfter  pf  the  true  use  of  partiaments^  Wee 
have  'bethought  our  selfe  of  as  many  waies  and 
me%nes  as  mi\y  be,  to  prevent  those  incoave* 
niences,  which  dayhe  rise  and  multipiy  by  the 
pefVerting  oj'  those  auaaq^t.gqpd.«f4^  yfi^k 


were  devised,  h^  tkm  wisdonse  of  fiormer  ( 
to  be  observed  in  calling  of  parliaments;^ 
amongst  which,  because  there  is  no  one  poynte 
of  greater  conseouence  than  the  well  ctu»yng 
of  knightes  and  buigesses,  whoe,  as  they  doe 
present  the  bodie  oif  d»e  thirde  estate ;  soe, 
being  eligible  by  multitude,  thence  are  often 
many  unfitt  persons  appoynted  for  that  sern 
vice,  and  where  it  is  soe  wcU  kdowne  to  every 
private  man  of  wit  and  judgment^  much  more 
to  Us  who  have  had  soe  longc  experience  of 
kinely  govt,  how  ill  efiectes  doe  foUowe^  when 
such  as  have  to  doe  in  matters  of  comuMMH 
wealth  shall  come  to  that  greate  and  coaunon 
counceil,  with  others  then  publick  myndcs^ 
sincere,  and  roide  of  any  factious  humor  or 
dependency.  Wee  doe  hereby  straigbtly  chacee 
and  admonish  all  persons  roter«»ed  in  tn« 
choice  of  knights  for  the  shires,  fiist,  that  tho 
knights  for  the  county  be  selected  oute  of  the 
principall  knightes  or  gentlemen  of  sufficient 
nability  within  that  county  wherein  they  are 
chosen ;  and  for  the  hurgesscs  tliat  choice  be 
made  of  men  of  sutliciency  and  discretion^ 
without  any  partiall  respects  or  factious  conk- 
bynation,  which  alwaies  breede  suspicions  th^ 
more  care  is  taken  to  compasse  pnvate  endea 
then  to  provide  for  making  good  and  whole- 
some laws  for  the  realme ;  a^d  because  it  is 
noe  more  possible  to  drawe  sounde  cooncelles 
and  resolutions  from  inconsiderate  or  iosmh- 
cient  spirites,  then  to  have  a  sounde  or  health- 
full  bodie  composed  of  weak  and  imperfect 
members;  wee  soe  likewise  admonysne  ali 
persons  to  whome  it  doth  apperteyne,  that 
seeyng  the  dealvnge  in  causes  ot  part  requires 
convenicncy  of  years  and  exjperience,  there 
may  be  great  heed  taken,  by  afl  those  that  will 
be  accompted  lovers  of  their  countrie,  that 
both  knightes  and  burgesses  may  be  chosen 
accordingly,  without  desier  in  any  particular 
men  to  please  parents  or  friends  that  often 
speak  for  their  children  or  Lyn,  thoueh  they 
be  VC17  young,  and  little  liable  to  disceme 
what  laws  are  fyt  to  bynde  a  commonwealth; 
to  the  consultation  whereof  those  persons 
should  be  selected  principallie,  of  whose  ne- 
vity  and  modest  conversation  men  are  likest 
generally  to  conccave  best  opynion.  Next 
and  above  all  tbinges  consideryng,  that  one  of 
tlie  mayne  pillei-s  of  t\^  estate  is  the  presenmr 
tion  of  unity  in  the  profession  of  sincere  reli- 
gion of  Almighty  God,  Wee  doe  also  admo> 
nyshe  that  there  be  great  care  taken  to  avoyde 
the  choice  of  any  persons,  either  noted  for 
their  superstitious  blyndness  one  way,  or  for 
their  turbulent  humours  other  waies^  because 
their  disorderly  and  unquiete  spiiites  will  dij^, 
turbe  all  the  discreete  an^  modest  proceedii^ 
in  that  greatest  and  gravest  counceU.  For* 
ther.  Wee  doe  commaunde^  that  an  e^prease 
care  be  had  that  there  be  not  chosen  enj 
persons  banqueruptes  or  outelawed,  but  mei^ 
ot  knowA  good  bebeviour  and  ^^lificient  hveli* 
hood*  i^id  such  as^are  not  on^ly  taxied  to  die 
payoient  of  subsidies  and  other  like  chaiges, 
but  1^  have  ordiuafily  |^  end  Mi«&B^.  ^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


969} 


PABL.  HISTOBY,  1  Jambs  I.  IWi.-^SMe  rf  the  Tunge, 


[0I9 


mmtf  noduog  being  more  mbnrd  in  an j  oom- 
monwealth  tbwa  to  ptrmYtt  those  to  have  free 
▼oyces  for  law  makjog,  by  whose  owne  actes 
they  are  exempted  from  the  law^  protection. 
Kext  that  all  the  sherifies  be  charged  that  they 
doe  not  direct  any  precept  foi'electyng  and  re- 
turning of  any  bur^e&ses  to  or  for  an^  auocient 
borrot^h  town  within  their  counties,  beyng 
see  utterly  niyned  and  decayed  that  there  are 
not  sufBcient  resyautes  to  make  such  choice, 
iuid  of  whome  lawfall  election  may  be  made ; 
also  to  charge  all  cities  and  boroughes,  and 
the  inhabitantes  of  the  same,  that  none  of 
tbem  seale  any  biankes,  referryng  or  leavinjg 
$o  any  other  to  insert  the  names  of  any  c^- 
sens  or  burgesses  to  serve  for  any  such  cittie  or 
borou^,  but  doe  make  open  and  free  election 
fuxx>rding  to  the  lawe,  and  sett  duwn  the  names 
of  the  persons  whom  they  choose  before  they 
•cale  the  certificate: — Furthermore,  Wee  nou- 
fye  by  these  presentes,  that  ail  retorues  and 

•  certificates  ot  knightes  citizens  and  burgesses 
oMghte  and  are  to  be  brought  to  the  Cbaun- 
crery,  and  there  to  be  fyled  of  record;  and  if 
any  shall  be  founde  to  be  made  contrarie  to 
this  proclamation,  the  same  is  to  be'  r^ctcd 
as  unUwIull  and  insufficient,  and  the  cittie  or 
borough  to  be  fyned  fgr  the  same ;  and  if  it  be 
foiindc  that  they  have  commytted  any  grosse 
or  wilfull  de&uU  and  contempt  iu  their  election 
retome  or  certificate,  that  then  their  liberties, 
Recording  to  the  lawe,  are  to  be  seiaed  into  oure 
handes  as  forfeited ;  and  if  any  person  take 
upon  him  the  plac%  of  a  knight,  citizen,  or  bun- 
gesse,  not  bein^  duely  elected,  retorped',  and 
•wome,  according  to  tlic  laws  and  statutes  in 
that  behalfe  provided,  and  according  to  the 
purport^  eficct,  and  true  meaning  of  this  oure 
proclamation ;  then  every  person  soe  offending 

,  to  be  fyned  {ind  imprisoned  for  the  same. — 
Wee  doe  also  hereby  give  warning  to  the  lordes 
^d  others  tliat  ai-e  to  serve  in  this  parliament, 
to  have  speciall  care,  as  they  tender  our  dis- 
pleasure, that  they  admytt  none  to  have  the 
name  or  countenance  of  their  servaunts  and 
attendantes  during  the  parliament,  thereby- 
to  be  priviledged,  seying  such  questions  of  pn« 
Tile<%es  have  in  tymes  past  consumed  a  great 
part  of  the  tyme  appointed  for  the  parliament, 
Mrhereby  the  service  for  the  reainie  hath  bene 
hvndered,  and«>the  subjects  drawne  to  great 
charges  and  expences  by  attendyn^  much  lon- 
ger than  othenvise  needed.  Havmg  at  this 
tyme  bene  the  diore  carefuU  to  set  downe  a 
|>anicular  order  and  forewamyng  for  prevent* 
|ng  of  these  severall  abuses  afore-mentioned, 
that  thereby  there  may  arise,  at  that  publidc 
and  sokome  meetings  such  a  comely  propor- 
tion and  laudable  sympathie  between  t)ie  ho- 
pourable,  juste,  and  necessarie  lawes  that  are 
to  be  made  aoii  estabbhcd  ^  this  parliament, 
'and  the  commendable  discretion,  with  all  other 
wise  afid  vertuoi^g  eualities>  meete  for  aoch 
penons  as  are  to  be  tne  members  and  a^sitten 
of  Us  in  soe  bonorabk,  lawful!,  a^d  necessarie 
an  action,  as  may  pot  us  and  all  our  good  sub- 
jecu  in  a  ^icr  CFp^ctatiqa  of  aiiappic  iamt 


to  ibUowe  thereupon;  Wee  doubt  not  but 
these  our  directions,  thus  made  manifest,  shidt 
be  duely  observed  aceordyng  to  the  important 
consequence  thereof,  and  the  peryll  of  oure 
heavye  displeasure  to  all  those  that  shall  oA 
fende  in  the  contrarie.  Given  at  our  honour 
of  Hampton  Court,  the  lithe  day  oi' Januarie, 
Per  ipsum  Rrgem" 

State  cf  the  Peerage, 

The  following  are  the  Names  and  Titles  of  all 
the  Temporal  Lords,  called,  by  writ,  to  th# 
first  Pari,  of  King  James  L 

The  Hrst  writ  was  directed  to  Sir  Thoa.  Egerton, 
knt.  lord  EUesmere,  a  little  time  before, 
made  lord  high  chancellor  of  £agiaiid. 

Thomas,  earl  of  Dor-    Thomas,  1.  Scrope,  of 


set,  lord  high  trea- 
surer 
Wm.  marq.  of  Win- 
chester, lord  great 
chamberlain 
Edward,  earl  of  Wor- 
cester, earl  marshal 
Charles,  earl  of  Not- 
tingham, lord  high 
admiral,   and  high 
steward 
Thomas,  e.  of  Suffolk, 
ehamherlain  of  the 
nousehold 
Henry,  e.  of  Northum- 
berland 
Gilbert,  e.  of  Shrews- 
bury 
William,  e.  of  Derby 
Henry,  e.  of  Kent 
Roger,  e.  of  Rutland 
George,  p.  of  Cumbei>" 

land 
Robert,  c.  of  Sussex 
Geo.  e,  of  Huntingdon 
William,  e.  of  Bath 
Henry,  earl  of  South- 
ampton 
Edward,  e.  of  Bedford 
Wm,  e.  of  Pembroke 
Heniy,  c.  of  Lincola 
Charles,  e.  of  l>evon 
Henry,  e.  of  Nortbr 

ampton 
ThoBMtf ,  e.  of  Esoter 
Philip,  e.  of  Montgor 

mery 
Thomas,  e.  of  Anmdel 
AnCboiiy,  vise.  Men? 

Thomas,  vtsc.Howard^ 

of  Byndon 
Geo.Tuchet,  U  Aodley 
Edw.  Zouch,  1.  Zouch 
Thomas  West,  1,  Der 

lawace 
Hen,Berkly^l.Berkley 
Edw.Parker,l.Morley 
£(l.Staff9rd,l,Sta£a»*r4 


Bdton 
Edw.  SuUon,l.Dudlef 
JohnLumley,!  Xumley 
E.Stourtoii,  L  Stourtou 
Henry,  L  Herbert,  eld- 
est son  to  the  earl 

ol*Worcesoer 
Juho  Darcie,  1.  Daf* 

cie,  of  Menell 
Wm.  Parker,  I  Men- 

tflffke,  eldest  son  to 

LMorley 
Win.  1.  Sandy8,ofVyne 
Henry,  1.  Windsor 
Henry,  1.  Mordaunt 
Edward,  1.  Cromwel 
Ralph,  I.  Evers 
Philip,  1.  Wharuniy  of 

Wharton 
Hobert,  L  Ridio 
Cuthbevt  Ogle,  L  Ogle 
Tho.CecU,l.  Bureh^j 
Charles,  k  WiUough^ 

•by,  of  Parham 
Edmond,  I.  Slieffield. 
Thomas,  1.  Darcie,  of 

Cbiche 
William,  1.  Howard,  of 

£Hiogham,eldest  son 
•  to  tlie  c.4if  Nodiiif* 

ham 
William,  k  Chandois^ 

.ofSudeley 
John  Oai7e,l.Hanldea 
Oliver,  I  St.  John,  «f 

Bletso 
William,  1.  Compton 
Fran  J^kmis^fiUttni 

£9singdoo,priacipal 

secretary  of  3tate 
Robert,  1,  Sidney,  of 

Penshurst 
William,  LKnoUys^^of 

Grays  . 

Edward,^,  Wotton,  <i 

Marley 
Francis,  1.  Eossel,  of 

Tliornhaugh 
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Henry,  lord  Grey,  of 

Groby 
John,LPetre,ofWrittJe 
John,  I.  Harrington,  of 

llaton 
Henry,  1.  Darivcrs,  of 
'    Danuev 
Thomas,  1.  Gerard,  of 

Gerard's  Bioniley 
Eob€rt,  r.  Spensef,  of 

Wonnleytoa 
Eichard  Fynes,  1.  Say 

and  Sele 
John,  L  Stanhope,  of 

.Harrington 
Tliomas,  1.  Arundel,  of 

Warder 


William,!.  Cavendish, 

of  Hardwirk 
Franri*,  I.   North,  of 

Kirthni; 
Edward,  1.  Nevilc,  of 

Bcr^iivcnny 
Tbcf)philus,  I.  Howard, 

of  Waldcn,    Mdr^t 

son  to  tlic  c.  of  Suf- 
folk. 
Edward,  1.  Denney,  of 

Waltham 
Georpc,  I.  Carew,  of 

Clopton 
Thomas,  I.  Clinton,  of 

Say,eldcst  son  to  the 

c.  of  Lincoln. 


LUt  (if  the  Houit  cf  Common*, 

Xhe  following  are  the  Names  of  all  tlic  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  returned  to 
serrc  in  PaHiament  the  1st  of  .Tames  I.  1603, 
with  the  Places  they  served  for.* 


«   Bbdfoemhiiie. 
Oliver  St.  Jolm,  eno. 
Sir  Edw.  Radcliffe,  kt. 

Sir  Chmt.  Hattop*  kt. 
Thomas  Ilawes,  gent. 

Brc'Ks, 
Sir  r.  Ooodwyq,  knt. 
Sir  W.  Fjeetwc^,  kt, 

Buckingham  '1'. 
Sir-  ITios.  Denton,  kt, 
h^  A.  Teringham,  kt. 

Wiccombe  B.    * 
8far  J.  Townhhcnd,  kt. 
Henry  Fleetwood,  esq. 

Ajfiesbuty  B. 
Sir  Wm.  Burlacc,  knt. 
Sir  Wro.  Smith,  knt. 
'  Berks. 

Sir  Henry  Nevile,  knt. 
Sir  Fran.  JKnotlis,  knt. 

Ikcw  Windsor  B. 

Sam.  Barkhouse,  esq. 

Sir  Fran.  Ugward,  kt. 

Heading  B. 

fir  Jeron.  Bowes,  knt. 
rancis  Moore,  esq, 
WuUifu^fard  B. 
Bir  Wm.  0unch,  knt^ 
Christ.  Payne,  gent. 

Ahington  B. 
Sir  Bich.  Lovelace^  kt. 


CORKWALL. 

SirWiLGodolplnn,kt. 
Sir  Anth.  Bowse,  knt. 
Dunhivid,  alias 
JjiuncettoH  A. 
SirThos.  Lake,  knt. 
Amhrf)se  Rowse,  esq. 

U$kttrd  B. 
Sir  Wil.  Killegrcw,  kt 
Reginald  Nichols,  esq. 

JUihiitliiel  B. 
SirT.  Chaloner,  knt. 
Sir  Wm.  Ixwver,  kut. 

Truro B. 
Th#s.  Burgess,  esq. 
Henry  Cosgpn,  esq. 

'Bbdmyn  B. 
John  Stone,  gent, 
Eichard  Spray,  gei^t^ 

H^/stonB, 
Sir  John  Leigh,  knt, 
Robert  Nanton,  eitq- 

SalUiMk  B. 
Sir  R.  Mainwood,  kt. 
Tiiomas  Byve),  t^ent. 

Camelford,  Ji. 
John  Good,  esq. 
Anthony  Turpiii,  ijant. 
Portpigham^  aliias 
W&titnce  a 
Sir  Wm.  Wade,  knt. 
sir  Hen.  Groodyer,  kt. 


'  *  The  manuscript  is  iq  Latin  and  bears  t^us 
dtle :  "  Nomina  Militum  Comitatuura,  Cfvium 
Gviutam,  ct  Burgensium  ViUnrum,  sive  Bqr- 

Somm,  ac  Bi\ronum  quinque  Portuufn,  •venieii- 
Drum  ad  Partiamentum,  summonitum  amid 
Civitatem  Westmonasterii,  decimo  nono  Die 
!ttartij,'Anno  Regis  Jacobi,  Augliae,  "Franciji^ 
et  Uiberniffi  primo,  et  Scotiae  triccssimo  scp- 
tiipo.  1603.— Edwardus  Phcllips  Miles,  Pro- 
lo^tt^pr.'^ 


Oramponnd  B. 
Sir  F.  Burnhnin,  knt. 
Wm.  Nove,  &>(\. 

Eaithue  B. 
Sir  Rob.  Philips-,  knt. 
Sir  Jolm  Parker,  knr. 

Penryn  B. 
Sir  Edw.  Conway,  knt. 
Sir  Wm.  MaynuVd,  kt. 

IWiionrt/  B. 
Honry  Pomoroy,  esq. 
Rd.  Carvoigh,  cnnt. 

Bossinet/  B. 
Sir    Jcronimus    Hor- 
sey, knt. 
Geoi*j:o  C'alvcrt,  esq. 

St.  Ires  B. 
William  Brook,  esq. 
Jn.  Trc2;cnna,  gent. 

Fo«Ty  B, 
Francis  Vivian,  esq. 
IJenry  Pcctcr,  grnt. 

^V.  Germaint  B. 
Sir  Geo.  Carew,  knt. 
John  Trott,  }];cnt. 

Mic/telB. 
William  Carnc,  esq. 
William  nackwill,esq. 

Newport  B. 
Sir  Edw.  Seymor,  kt. 
Sir  R.  Killcircwe,  kt. 

St,  Marres  B. 
Sir  Jn.  Spccott,  knt. 
I)u(l!(*V  tharlton,  esq. 

Kcllinf^tnn  B. 
Willihm  Rolle,  qcnt. 
Sir  R,  Wilhraham,  kt. 

CuMhPnLAXD. 

William  Lansonj  esq. 
Edw.  Muspravc,  esq. 

Car  lis  fe  C. 
T.  Blenerhassct,  esq. 
Wm.  Banvirk,  esq. 

CAMnRlDGr.SHIRE,    ' 

Sir  John  Peyton,  knt. 
Sir  John  Cartes,  knt. 

Cambridge  T. 
R.  Wnllys,  alderman. 
J.  Yaxley,  alderman. 
Cambridge  Univrrsittf. 
Nich.  StWard,  LL.D. 
H.  MowtelowejLL.O, 

CuEsniRE. 
SirTho.Holcr6tt,kt. 
?ir  Ro^or  Astonc,  J;t. 

C/texter  C. 
Thomas  Oamul,  csq^ 
Hygh  Glasier,  esq. 

DrRBYsniRE. 
Sir  John  Harpnr,  knt, 
William  Knytton^  esq. 

X>p%T. 
John  BaxterJ^gent. 
Edw.  Slcisrhe,  gent, 

Devonshire. 
5ir  John  Ackland,  kt. 
Bdvartl  Seymor,  eSq, 


Ereter  C. 
George  Stoith,  esq. 
John  Pmwze,  gent. 

Totness  B. 
Christ. .Brooking,  mcr. 
Walter  1  )ott  vn,rach:h. 

H^iitauth  B. 
SirRd.  Hawkins,  knt, 
James  Bagge,  gen!, 

Runti'fdqile  B. 
Thomas  !linson,  esq. 
Geop'c  Pcard,  gciit. 

Plimpton  B. 
Sir  Wm.  Strood,  knt. 
Wanvick  Hcalc,  geut. 

Taristoke  B. 

Sir  G.  Fleetwood,  knt, 

Ed.  Duncombe,  ^cnt. 

Dnrtnttrtith,  Ciiftou, 

Hardness,  B. 
Thomas  Holland,gent. 
Thomas  Gumey,  gent. 

Borealston  B. 
Humphry  Maye,  esq. 
Sir  Rich'  Strode,  knt. 

DoRsETsniur. 
Sir  Tho«.  Freakc,  knt. 
John  Wilharas,  esq. 

Poole  T. 
F^dward  Man,  gent. 
Tlios.  l?oberts,merch. 

lyorclicstfr  B. 
Math.  Chrobhc,  gent. 
John  S))icer,  gent 

Lr^ne  B. 
St  Francis  Riisi>cl,  kt, 
George  Jcfieryc-,  ctq. 

Wct/ufouth  B. 
Tho.  Bnretbotc,tnayor 
Sir  J.  llannam,  knt. 
MclcombC'HrgisB. 
Rob.  White,  aldennan 
R.  Middleton,  mcrch. 

Bridport  B. 
Sir  Robert  Miller,  kt. 
John  Pitt,  gent. 

Hhoftthury  B. 
Robert' Hopton,  esq. 
John  Boden,  gent. 
Corfe  Castle  B. 
Sir  John  Hobarte,  kt, 
Ed.  Duncombe,  gent. 

Es^KX. 
Sir  Gamnl.  Capel,  kt. 
Sir  F.  Harrington,  kt, 

'    Colchester  B. 
Robert  Barker>es<^. 
Edward'  Alfe;^,  esq. 

MtddenB: 
Sir  Robert  lU(j^,  knt. 
Sir  ^ohn  James, ^nt« 

Harwich  B! 
John  Pnnton,  esq. 
Thomas  Ti-cver,  esq, 

GlOVCBSTERSHIRE. 

Sir  Tho.Bcrkeley,  knt» 
Jtt;TV0gfnp«o?»^es^* 
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Tetclesburjf  B. 
Sir  Pudlcy  DigSP,  kntf 
Edw.  Ferrers,  i;cnt. 

Giouctsitr  Ci 
Kich.  Ovcrbiirv,  esq. 
Juhu  Joiiea,  esq. 

Circnasier  B. 
Arn.  Old&wurth,  esq. 
Sir  Antb.  Muucy,  It. 

HVNTI.NGDONSIIIRI-. 

$ir  Oli.  CroBiMcli,  kt. 
Sir  llobert  Cotton,  kt. 

Hnntlugtkin  T. 
Sir  Hen.  Cromvvel,  kt 
Thwrna-)  llctlcy,  esq. 
nKurronDsiiiRK. 
Sir  llcii.  Care/,  kiit. 
llowl.  Lvtton,  esq. 
SK  Afbuns  B. 
-Sif  Thos.  pArry,  kiit. 
Sir  Hen.  ilclmis,  kut. 

IlEUKFORDSniUE. 

Sir  X  Scudamore,  kiit. 
iSir  11.  Crotte,  kuL 

Hrrcj'ord  C. 
A.  Pcmbridge,  esq.    ' 
John  lloskin«y  esq. 

Lempster  B. 
Thos.  Coningsby,  esq. 
Jeim  Powle,  geuC 

Kent. 
Sir  John  Scot,  knt. 
Sir  J.  Lewsouy  kot. 
Canterbury  C. 
Sir  John  Boyes,  knt. 
Mat.  Iladd,  c^tq. 

^cheater  C. 
Sir*Edw.  Hobbv,  knt. 
SirT.Wal8ingham,kt. 

Alaidstone  B. 
Sir  Fran.  Fane,  knt. 
Law.  Washington,  esq. 

QuinbMrgh. 
Rich.  Wright,  gent. 
Sir  Mich.  Sandys,  knt. 

LlXCOLNSHIEE. 

Tlios.  Id.  Clinton  and 

Saye 
John  Sheffield,  esq. 

Lincoln  C, 
Sir  T.  Grantham,  knt. 
Sir  E.  Tyrwhitc,  knt, 

Boston  B. 
Anthony  Irbic,  esq. 
Fras.  Burilingharo,  esq. 

Great  Orintzby  B. 
Sir  G.  St.  Poole,  knt. 
Sir  Wm.  Wrave,  kut. 

Stanford  B. 
Ifenry  Hall,  esq. 
Sir  Edw.  Cecil,  knt. 

.    Grantfmtn  B. 
Sir  Geo.  Manners,  kt. 
Sir  T.  Horsepian,  knt. 

Lejccstbesiure. 
Sir  T.  Beaun^oQt,  knt. 
Sir  Basil  Brooke,  kat. 


Txicettcr  T. 
Sir  W.  Skipvvith,  knt. 
Sir  W.  Herryclie,  knt. 

Lanc.vsuirk. 
Sir  \ii  AJolleyiieux,kt. 
Sir  Tl.  lUin^hton,  knt. 

LancasltrU, 
Sir  T.  Ho\vnrd,  knt, 
Thos.  Fanshawc,  esq. 

PratoH  B. 
Sir  V.  Skyaner,  knt. 
Wm.  Ilolte,  esq. 

Liverpool  B. 
G.  Brooke,  nlderman 
T.  Keintliei^ne,  gent. 

Xervton  B. 
Sir  J.  J^ke,  knr. 
Ilich.  A&hton,  gent. 

Wigun  B. 
Sir  Wni.  Crooke,  knt 
Sir  J.  Poultney,  lent. 

C/ifkeroB. 
Sh-  J.  Domier,  knt, 
Martin  Lystur,  esq. 

MrDDI.E.5EX. 

SirW.  Fleetwood,  knt. 
Sir  R.  Wroth,  knt. 
Wettminiter  C. 
Sir  Walter  Cope,  knt. 
Sir  Julius  Csesar,  knt. 

LondQtt  C. 
Sir  Thos.  Lowe,  knL 
SirH.  Montague,  Int. 
Rich.  Fuller,  esq. 
Rich.  Gore,  merchant 

Monmouthshire. 
Sir  Thomas  Somerset, 

knt. 
Sir  John  Herbert,  knt. 

Mommmth  T. 
Sir  It  Johnson,  knt. 

NOKTHAMPTONSIHRE. 

Sir  K.  Montague,  knt. 
Sir  V.  Knightly,  knt. 

Pclerh$rouf^h  C. 
Sir  Rich.  Cecil,  knt. 
¥A^',  Wymarke,  gent. 

Northampton  T. 
Henry  Yolvcrton,  esq. 
Edward  Mercer,  gent. 

hraclcj/  B. 
Sir  Rich.  Spencer,  kt. 
Win.  Lylc,  gent. 

Hicham  Ferrars  B. 

Sir  G.  Pembcrton^  kr. 

Xottinohamsuire; 

Sir  John  HoUis,  knt. 

Sir  P.  Willoughby,  kt. 

Nottinghatn  T. 
Rich.  Hurte,  alderman 
A.  Jackson,  alderman 

East  Retford  B. 
Sir  J.  Thornhagb,  knt. 
Sir  Thos,  Darrein  knt. 

N0EFOI.K. 
Sir  N.  Baeon,  knt,    ' 
^  C.  Corowallli>  kt. 


Norwich  C. 
Sir  n.  Hobarte,  knt. 
John  Pottus,  esq. 

Lifnne  Hegis  T 
Thos.  Oxborough,  csq^ 
Robt.  Ilitcham,  esq 

Great  Yarmouth  T. 
Thos.  Damatts,  gent. 
John  Wheeler,  gent. 

Ihefford  B. 
Sir  W.T\ris»enden,kt4 
Sir  W.  Paddyc,  knt* 
Castle^Rj/Ming  B, 
Sir  T.  Mounrjoy,  knt 
Sir  R.  Townshcnd,  kt 
Northumberland. 
Sir  Ralph  Grey,  kut* 
Sirll.Widdrington,  kt. 
Newcastle  on  Tj/ne  T. 
Sir  G.  Sclbye,  knt. 
Ilcii.  Chapman,  esq. 

Morpeth  B. 
Sir  C.  Perkins,  knt. 
John  Hare,  esq. 

Btrvick  T. 
SirW'.Sclbye,  knt 
C.  Perkinson,  esq. 

OxrORDSUIRE. 

Sir  Anth.  Cope,  knt 
John  Doylcy,  esq. 

Oiford  C. 
Sir  Fra.  Leighe,  knt. 
Tho.  Wentworth,  esq. 

Oxford-  Unitersily. 
Dan.  Dun,  LL.  D. 
Win.Byrd,  LL.D. 
WiMjdstock  B. 
Tho.  Spencer,  esq. 
Robert  W hillock,  esq. 

Baniuiif  B. 
Sir  Wm.  Cope,  knt. 

RtTI.AXDSIIIRE. 

Sir  .la.  Harrington,  kt 
Sir  Wni.  Bulstrode,  kt. 

Sir  HEY. 
SirWm.  Moore,  knt. 
Sir  Edw.  Bowyer,  knt 

Southrvark  B, 
Sir  Geo.  Rivers,  knt. 
Win.  Mahewe,  gent. 

Bitch i/ig/e/gh  B. 
Sir  Jt)hn  Trever,  knt. 
Rd.  BellingliHin,  esq. 

Higatt  B. 
Sir  Edw.  Howai-d,  knt. 
Herbert  Pelham,  esq. 

Guilford  B. 
Sir  Geo.  Moore,  knt 
George  Auten,  gent. 

GattonB, 
SirTho.  Gresham,  kt 
Sir  Nich.  Saunders,  kt. 

Jiaselmere  B. 

Sit  Edw.  Frank,  knt 

Wm.  Jackson,  esq, 

Staffordshire. 

Sir  Edw.  Littleton,  kt 


Sir  JobQ  Egcrtoti,  kt 

'Litchfield  C. 
Anthony  Dyott,  esq. 
Tho.  Crewe,  esq, 
Stafford  B. 
Geo.  Cradock,  esq. 
Arthur  Ingram,  esq. 
Newcastle  under  Line, 
Sir  Walr.Chetwind,  kt. 
Ro«  laud  Cotton ,  gent. 

•     Tamworth  B. 
SirTho.  Beaumont,  kt. 
Sir  John  Ferrers,  kt. 

Shropshire. 
Sir  Roger  Gwin,  knt 
Sir  Rob.  Need  ham,  kt. 

Shrewsbury  T. 
Rich.  Barker,  esq. 
Francis  Tate,  esq. 
Bridgenorth  B. 
Sir  Lod.  Ixiwknor,  kt 
Ludloue  B.        , 
Rol).  Bcrrye,  esq. 
Rich.  Fisher,  gent. 
Great'  Wci^ockm 
Rob.  Lawlcy,  gent 
Geo.  liuwlcv,  gent 
Bishop's  CustU  T. 
Wm.  Twynehoe,  esq.    " 
Samuel  Lewknor,  e.sq. 
South  AMPTONSHiRE. 
Sir  R.  Oxenbriclgc,  kt. 
Sir  Win.  Jepth!»on,  kt. 

Winchester  C. 
Sir  John  Moor,  knt. 
Edw.  Cooke,  aldcrm^ 
'     SoutfwmptoH  T. 
Sir  Tho.  Fleminge,  kt. 
Sir  John  JtiTories,  ku 

Fortsfnouth  T. 
John  Corbett,  esq* 
Rich.  Jenvye,  gent 

Yarmouth  B. 
Thomas  Cheek,  esq. 
Arth.  Bromfield,  gent 

Pttersficld  B. 
Sir  Wm.Harvye,  knt 
Sir  W.  Kuig^wcU,  kt 

Neioport  B. 
Richard  James,  esq. 
John  Ashteil,  esq. 
Stockbridge,  B. 
Sir  William  FortC8Cu«| 
knt  ^ 

Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  knt 

Newton  B. 
Tho.  Wilson,  gent 
Wm.  Mervis,  gent. 
Christ'ChurchK 
Rich.  Martin,  esq. 
Nicholas  Hide,  csq^ 

Whitchurch  B. 
Sir  Rich.  Pawlett,  knt. 
Tho.  Brookes,  gent. 

Lfftnington  B. 
Tlio.  Marshal,  gent. 
Thonia»  SoulU,  gept. 
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SirTko.  Jcrmyn,  knt. 
Tko.  AntrokiSy  gonu 

Suffolk. 
Sir  John  Hitrham,  kt. 
Sir  Rob*  Dniry,  kt. 

Iptwkk  T. 
Sir  HL  Glenham,  kt. 
Sir  Francis  Bacon,  ktl 

l^anwick  B. 
Sir  Tho.  Smith,  knt. 
Peter  Gaudv,  esq. 

OrfwiB. 
Sir  M.  Stanhope,  kl» 
SirW.ComwaUis,kt. 

Aldbo9vtfgh  B. 
$ir  W.  Woodhouse,  kt. 
Tho<  Rivett,  esq. 
Sudhorough  B» 
SirT.  Beckinghani,kt. 
TbA.  Eden,  jun.  gent. 

EueB. 
Sir  H.  Backingham,  kt. 
Sir  John  Kaye,  knt. 

SOMEBSET-HIRE. 

Sir  Fran.  Hastings,  kt. 
Sir  £dw.  PheliiDs,  kt. 

Bmtol  C. 
Jn.  M^hitston,  merch. 
Tho.  James,  merch.    ^ 

BathC, 
Wm.  Sberstone,  alder. 
Christ.  Stone,  esq. 

WelUi  C. 
F.dw.  Forcett,  esq. 
Jacob  Keiton,  esq. 

Taunton  B. 
Edw.  Hexte,  esq. 
John  Bond,  gent. 

BridgtToater  B. 
K.  HHsselmere,  ^t 
John  Povey,  esq. 
Mynhead  B. 
Ambrose  PorviU,  gent. 
Sir  M.  Berkeley,  knt. 

Si;ssEX. 
Sir  Cha.  Howard,knt. 
Henry  Carey,  esq. 
Chicketter  C. 
Adrian  Stoughton,  esq. 
Sir  John  MQrlev,kD$. 

Honhofn  B. 
•Ir  John  Dodridge,  kt. 
Sir  Mich.  Hixe,  knt. 

Midhurtt  B. 
Francis  Nevilc^  esq. 
Sir  Rd.'Weston,  knt. 

lAtoe$  B. 
Henry  Kevile,  esq. 
John  Shirley,  serjeant 
at  law. 

Shofcham  B. 
^T  B.  Whitstones,  kt. 
Sir  Hugh  Beeston^  kt. 

Stei/nmg  B. 
Sir  Tho.ShirTey,  knt. 
Sir  Tho.  Bishop,  knt. 


EiiH  Grinttead  B. 
Sir  H.  Crompton,  kt 
Sir  Jn.  Swinerton,  kt. 

Arundel  B. 
Tho.  Preston,  esq. 
John  Tye,  esq. 

Wesxmorlawd, 
Sir  T.  Strickland,  kt. 
Sir  Rd.  Mn^rave,  kt. 

Applefy  B. 
Sir  John  Morris,  kt. 
Sir  Wm.  Bowyer,  kt. 

Wiltshire. 
Sir  Fran.  Popham,  kti 
Sir  W.  Vaughan,  kt. 

Nar-Sarum  C. 
Giles  Tooker,  esq; 
Rd.  Godfipcy,  went. 

WUton  B. 
Sir  Tho.  Edmonds,  kt. 
Thomas  Morgan,  esq. 

Downton  B. 
SirC.  Rdcigh,  knt. 
Wm.  Stockman,  gent 

Hindon  B. 
Sir  Edw.  Ludlowe,  kt. 
Tho;  Thynne,  esq. 
Heitesburtf  B. 
Sir  Wm.  Eyer,  knt. 
Walter  Gawen,  gent. 

Weitlmry, 
Sir  James  Ley,  knt 
Matthew  Lee,  esq. 

Calne  B. 
Sir  Edw.  Carey,  knt 
John  Nois,  esq. 
Dtvizet  B. 
Sir  H.  Bainton,  knt 
Robert  Dme,  gent. 

Chippenham  B. 
Jn.  Hnngerford,  esq. 
John  Roberts,  gent. 

Malmeshurt^  B. 
Sir  Roger  Dallyson,  kt. 
SirTho.  Dallyson,  kt. 

Cricklade  B. 
Sir  J.  Himi;erford,  kt 
Sir  Hen.  Pool,  knt. 
Ortat-Beduyn  B. 
John  Rodney,  esq. 
Anth.  Hnngerford,  esq. 

Ludgershal  B. 
James  Kirton,  e^. 
Hen.  Lucflowe,  ^nt. 

Old  S(trum  B. 
WilKam  RaT^scroft, 

esq. 
Edw.  Leache,  esq. 

Wotton-Bastet  B, 
Henry  Martin,  esq. 
Alex.  Tutt,  esq.' 
Marlhrough, 
Lawrence  Hide,  esq. 
Rich.  Digge,  esq. 

Worcestershire. 
Sir  Hen.  Bromley,  kt 
Samuel  Sandys,  esq. 


Worttitep  C 
John  Cowthcr,  gent. 
Rowland  Berkley,  esq. 

DroUwkh  0. 
George  Wild,  esq. 
John  Brace,  esq. 
Evesham  B. 
SirTho.  Biggs,  knt 
Edward  Salter,  esq. 

Bewdlitf  B. 

Richard  Young,  cs<(. 

Warwickshire. 

Sir  Edw.  Grevile,  knt 

Sir  Rich.  Vemey,  knt. 

Coventry  C. 
Henry  Breeres,  esq. 
Sir  Jn.  Harrington^  kt 

Warwick  B. 

Jn.  Townshend,  gent 

Wm.  Spicer,  gent 

Yorkshire. 

Sir  Jn.  Savile  of  Hew- 

ley,  knt 
Sir  Rd.  Gargraye,  k|it 

YorkC, 
Robert  Askwith,    al- 
derman 
Christ.  Brooke,  esq. 
KingHon  upon  Hull  T. 
John  Edmonds,  mere. 
Joseph  Field,  merch. 

KnortMburgh  B. 
SirHen.  Slingsby,  kt 
Sir  William  Slingsby, 
knt 
Scarhrough  B. 
Francis  Emrye,  esq. 
Sir  Thomas  Posthumus 
Hobby,  knt 
Rippon  B. 
Sir  John  Mallory,knt. 
Sir  John  Bennet,  knt 

Richmond  B. 
Talbot  Bowes,  esq. 
Rich.  Percivall,  esq. 

Heiden  B. 
SirChr.Hildjrardjknt 

Burrowhri^g  B. 
Sir  Hen.  Jenkms,  kni 
Sir  Tho.  Vavasor,  knt. 

Thurtk  B. 
Shr  Edw.  Swift,  knt 
T.  Whittingham,  esq. 

AMurgh  B. 
Sir  Edf#.  Sheffield,  kt 
Sir  Hen.  Sayile,  knt 

BeoerUyT. 
Alan  Piercey,  esiq. 
Wm.  Geie,  esq. 

BM01I9  OF  THE  PoftT^. 

HaMtin^, 
SirEdw.Hates^kat 
Jamei  La^er,  gent 

WinehtUea,' 
Adam  White,  gent 
ThooMs  UatOBi  gent 


John  Ydon^e,  gent. 
Heneage  Fmch,  esq. 

Rumney, 
Sir  R.  Remington,  kt.' 
John  Plommer,  gent. 

Hieth. 
Christ.  Taldcrby,  esq. 
Sh-  N.  Knatchbtdl,  kti 

Sandwich, 
Sir  Geo.  Fane,  knt. 
John  Griffith,  esq. 

Dover. 
Sir  Tho.  Waller,  knt 
Geoige  Binge,  gent 

WALES. 

Anglssbt. 

Sir  Rich.  Balk]^,kt 

Beanmaris  B,  ^ 

Wm.  Jones,  esq.  ^ 

Bbecow. 
Sir  Rob.  Knowles,  kt 

Brecon  T. 
Sir  Hen.  Williams,  kt 

Cardioav. 
John  Lewis,  esq. 
Cardigan  T. 
Wm.  Bra£haw,  ta^ 

Carmarthen. 
Sir  Rob.  Maunsel,  kt. 

Carmarthen  T. 
Sir  Walter  Rice,  kt 

Carnarvon. 
Sir  Wm.  Maurice,  kt. 

Carnarvon  T. 
Clem.  Edmonds,  esq. 

DlTNIIIGH. 

Peter  Matton,  esq. 

Denbigh  T. 
Hugh  Middleton,  esq. 

Flint. 
Roger  Pvleston,  esq. 

Flint  T. 
Roger  Brereton,  esq. 

Glamoroan. 
Sir  Tbo.  Maunsd^  1^ 

CardifT. 
Matbew  Davits,  gent 

MERIO^EfH. 

Sir  Edw.  Herbert,  hL, 

Montoomert. 
Sir  Wm.  Herbert,  km. 

Afba/Mslfry  T. 
Edwaad  Whittmghamy 
gent 

PlUiBicon.' 
Alan  Stemefefa,  esq. 

jT^MiwTOKe  X. 
Ri^ia  Ctinye,  esq. 

Moverford'Wett  X. 
Sir  Jamefe  Perrot,  kst 

Radnor. 
Janes  i^ice,  esq. 
Radnor  T. 
Sv  Rob*  ttuwfjp  km^ 
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March  19th,  1603,  which  was  still  within  the 
llm  year  of  this  reon,  the  pari,  met  at  Wcst- 
ftiinster.  The  King  came  in  a  chariot  of 
estate;  the  prince  of  Wales,  with  all  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  according  to  ancient 
custom,  rode  on  horse-back  from  Wliitehall  to 
Westminster,  in  their  parliament  robes.  When 
tlic  King  being  seated  on  the  throne,  it  pleased 
his  maj.  in  person,  to  declare  tlie  cause  of  the 
summoi^s  to  the  two  houses,  in  the  following 
speech : — 

The  Kin^s  Speech  to  hitfirtt  Pari.]  «  My 
lords  of  the  higiier  house,  and  jrou  knights  and 
burges^  of  the  lower,  It  did  no  sooner  please 
God  to  lighten  his  hand,  and  relent  the  violence 
of  his  devouring  angel  against  the  poor  people 
of  this  ciry,  but  as  soon  did  I  resoli'c  to  call 
this  pftri.  and  that  for  three  chief  and  principal 
reasons. — ^ITie  first  whereof  is  (and  which  of 
itself,  tliough  there  were  no  more,  is  not  only 
a  safficieuc,   but  a  most  full  and   necessary 

Sound  and  reason  for  convening  of  this  asscm- 
y)  the  first  reason,  I  say,  is,  tfiat  you  who  are 
k  here  presently  assembled  to  represent  the  body 
of  this  whole  kingdom,  and  of  all  sorts  of  peo- 
ple within  the  same,  may  with  your  own  ears 
hear,  and  that  1  otit  of  my  own  mouth  may 
deliver  unto  you,  the  assurance  of  my  due 
thankfulness  for  your  so  joyful  and  general 
applause,  to  the  declaring  and  receiving  me  in 
this  seat  (which  God,  by  my  birth-right,  and 
lineal  descent,  had,  in  the  fullness  of  time, 
provided  for  me)  and  that  immediately  after  it 
pleased  God  to  call  your  late  sovereign,  of  fa- 
mous memory,  full  oi  days,  but  fuller  of  immor- 
tal trophies  of  honour,  out  of  this  transitory 
life^  Not  that  I  am  able  to  express  by  words, 
or  utter  by  eloouence,  the  vive  image  of  mine 
iDward  thankfulness;  but  only  that  out  of  my 
own  mouth,  you  may  rest  assured  to  expect 
Chat  measure  of  thankfulness  at  my  hands, 
wliich  is  accordincr  to  the  infiniteness  of  your 
deserts,  and  to  my  inclination  and  ability,  for 
requital  of  the  same.  Shall  I  ever,  nay,  can  I 
ever  be  able,  or  rather  so  unable  in  memory, 
as  to  forget  your  unexpected  readiness  and  ala- 
crity, your  ever  memorable  resolution,  and 
your  most  wonderful  conjunction  and  harmony 
of  your  hearts,  in  declaring  and  embracing  me 
as  your  undoubted  and  lawful  king  and  gover- 
nor? Or  shall  it  ever  be  blotted  out  of  my  mind, 
bow  at  my  first  entry  into  tliis  kingdom,  the 
people  of  all  sorts  riff  and  ran,  nay  rather  flew 
to  meet  me?  their  eyes  flaming*  nothing  but 
sparkles  of  affection,  their  moutl^*^  and  tongues 
uttering  nothing  but  sounds  of  joy ;  their  hands, 
ftet,  and  aU  the  rest  of  their  members  in  their 
g&stures,  discovering  a  passionate  longing,  and 
earnestness  to  meet  and  embrace  their  new 
sovereign.  *  Quid  eigo  rctribnam?  Shall  I  al- 
low in  myself  that  which  I  could  never  bear 
with  in  another  ?  No,  I  must  plainly  and  freely 
confess  here  in  all  your  audiences,  that  I  did 
€vcr  naturally  so  nur  mislike  a  tongue  too 
smooth,  and  diligent  in  paying  their  cAditors, 
with  lip-payment  and  verbal  thanks,  as  I  ever 
stfftpected  that  sort  of  people^jmeaiit  Aot  to  pny 
Vot.  !• 


their  debtors  in  more  substantial  sort  of  coin. 
And  therefore  for  eipressing  of  my  thankiul^ 
ness,  I  must  resort  unto  the  other  t^vo  reasons 
of  my  convening  of  this  pari,  by  them  in  action 
to  utter  my  tliaukfuloess;  both  the  said  reasons 
having  but  one  ground,  which  is  the  deeds 
whereby  all  the  days  of  my  life,  I  am,  by  God's 
grace,  to  express  my  said  thankliilness  towards 
you,  but  divided  in  tnis ;  that  in.the  first  of  these 
two,  mine  actions  of  tiianks  are  so  inseparably 
conjoined  with  my  person,  as  they  are  in  a 
manner  become  individually  annexed  to  tha 
same.  In  the. other  reason,  mine  actions  are 
such,  as  I  may  either  do  them,  or  leave  them 
undone,  though  by  God's  grace,  I  hope  never 
to  be  weary  of  the  doing  them, — As  to  the  first 
it  is  the  blessings  which  God  hath,  in  my  per- 
son, bestowed  upon  you  all,  wherein  I  protest,  ^ 
I  do  more  glory  a^  tne  same  for  your  weal,  than 
for  aay  particular  respect  of  my  own  reputation 
or  advantage  therein.  The  first  then  of  the 
blessings  which  God  hath  jointly  with  my  per- 
son sent  unto  you,  is  outward  peace;  that  is, 
peace  abroad  with  all  foreign  neighbours:  for, 
I  thank  God,  I  may  justly  sayf  that  never  since 
I  was  a  kin^,  I  either  received  wrong  of  any 
other  christian  prince  or  state,  or  did  wrong  (o 
any ;  I  have  ever,  I  praise  God,  yet  kept  peace 
and  amity  with  all,  which  hath  been  so  far  tied 
to  my  person,  as  at  my  coming  here  you  are  wit- 
nesses, I  found  the  state  embarked  in  a  great 
and  tedious  war,  and  only  by  mine  arrival 
here,  and  by  the  peace  in  my  person,  is  now 
amity  kept,  where  war  was  before,  which  is  no 
small  blessing  to  a  christian  commonwealUi ; 
for  by  peace  abroad  with  their  neighbours  the 
towns  flourish,  the  merchants  become  rich,  the 
trade  doth  increase,  and  the  people  of  all  sorts 
in  the  land  enjoy  free  liberty  to  exercise  them* 
selves  in  their  several  vocations,  without  perfl 
or  disturbance.  Not  that  I  think  this  outward 
peace  so  unseparably  tied  to  my  penkto,  as  I 
dare  assuredly  promise  to  myself,  and  to  you, 
the  certain  continuance  thereof;  but  thus  far 
I  can  very  well  assure  you,  ancL  on  the  word  of 
a  king,  promise  unto  you,  that  I  shall  never  vvm 
the  first  occasion  of  the  breach  thereof;  neimr 
shall  I  ever  be  moved  for  any  particular,  or  pri« 
vate  passion  of  mind,  to  interrupt  your  public 
peace,  except  I  be  forced  thereunto,  cither  for 
reparation  of  the  honour  of  the  kingdom,  or 
else  by  necessity  for  the  weal  and  preservation 
of  the  same ;  in  wiiich  case,  a  secure  and  hon. 
war  must  be  preferred  to  an  unsecnre  and  dis* 
honourable  peace.  Yet  I  do  hope,  by' my  ex** 
pcrience  of  the  by-past  blessings  otpeace^  which 
i>od  hath  so  long,  ever  since  my  birth,  bestow- 
ed  upon  me,  that  he  will  not  be  weary  to  con* 
tinue  the  stmie,  nor  repent  him  of  his  aract 
towards  me  |»  transferring  that  sentence  of  king 
David's  upon  his  by-past  victories  of  war,  to 
mine  of  peace ;  that  that  God  who  preserved 
me  from  the  devouring  jaws  of « the  hear,  and 
of  the  lion,  and  delivered  them  into  my  hand, 
shall  now  also  grant  me  victory  over  that  uncir* 
cumcised  Phimtine. — ^But  although  ontward 
peace  be  a  g;reai  blesnx^  yet  k  it «  te  iafiK 
3R       - 
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rior  to  peace  within,  as  civil  wars  are  more  cruel 
and  uimaturul  ihaii  uars  xthroad.  And. there- 
fore ihe  second  j^reiit  blessing  tiiut  God  hath, 
>*  jth  my  pc;a>on,  sent  unto  you,  is  peace  within, 
and  that  in  a  double  Ibrm :  first,  by  my  descent 
linndly  out  ot  tlie  loius  of  lienry  \  il.  is  re- 
united andcontinned  in  roe  the  union  of  the  two 
princely  roses  of  th«  two  houses  of  Lancaster 
luid  Vork,  whereof  that  king,  of  happy  memory 
was  the  first  uniicr,  as  he  was*  aUo  the  hn>t 
ground-layer  of  the  other  peace  (the  lamentable 
HUii  misemble  e\ents,  by  the  ci\il  aud  bloody 
(liasension  betwixt  ihtbc  two  houi-es  was  so 
^rtat,  aud  so  late,  a>  it  nee<l  not  be  renewed 
iinio  your  memories^  which  as  it  was  first  set- 
tled and  united  in  him,  si>  it  is  now  reunited 
nuil  ccmfihned  in  me;  beinj;  justly  and  lineally 
doccnded,  notouly  of  thai  iiappy  conjunction, 
but  lit  both  tlic  bratiCiie*  thereoi  in  many  times 
before.  But  the  uuioh,of  tlioe  two  princely 
jiouse4>  is  nothiilc  comparable  to  the  union  oi 
two  ancient  aud  famous  kingdoms,  which  is  the 
other  inward  peace  annexed  to  my  person. — 
And  here  I  must  crave  your  patience  for  a  lit- 
Ue  space,  to  give  me  leave  to  discourse  more 
particularly  of  the  benefits  tbatdoiirisc  of  that 
pinion  which  is  made  in  my  blood,  being  a  mat- 
ter tfiot  bclongeth  most  properly  to  me  to  speak 
of,  as  the  head,  wherein  that  great  body  is 
united.  And  first,  if  we  were  to  look  no  higher 
than  to  natural  and  physical  reasons,  we  may 
eu^ily  be  persuaded  ot  the  great  benefits  that  by 
tliat  union  do  redound  to  the  whole  island ;  for 
if  twunty  thousand  men  be  a  strong  army,  is 
not  tlie  double  thereof,  fofty  thousand,  a  dou- 
ble the  stronger  army?  If  a  baron  enricheth 
himself  with  double  as  many  lands  as  he  had 
t>ef<»re,  is  he  nqt  double  the  greater?  Nature 
ttachcth  us,  that  mountains  are  made  of 
motes ;  and  that  at  first,  kingdoms  being  di- 
vided, and  every  particular  town,  or  little 
country  (as  tyrants  or  usurpers  could  obtain 
the  possession)  a  ^signory  apart,  many  of 
Uiese  little  kingdoms  are  now  in  process  of 
time,  by  the  ordinance  of  God,  joined  into 
great  monarchies,  whereby  they  are  become 
powerful  within  themselves,  to  defend  thcui- 
pelves  from  all  outward  invasions,  and  their 
head  and  governor  thereby  enabled  to  re- 
deem them  ^from  foreign  assaults,  and  punish 
private  transgressions  within.  Do  we  ao  nor. 
vet  remember  that  this  kiusdom  was  di\  ided 
into  seven  little  kingdoms,  besides  Wales?  And 
Xi  it  not  now  the  stronger  by  their  union  ?  And 
jiath  not  tlie  union  of  Wales  to  England  added 
(I  greater  -strength  thereto  ?  Which,  though  it 
i.as  a  great  principality,  was  n*;thing  coni- 
piinible  in  greatness  and  power  to  the  ancient 
Kud  famous  kiiii^dom  of  Scotland.  But  what 
kfiali  we  stick  uuon  any  natural  appearance, 
>^lien  it  is  manifest,  that  God,  by  his  Almighty 
I'rovidence,  hath  pre-ordained  it  so  to  be  ? 
llath  not  God  tirst  united  these  two  kingdom^, 
both  in  .langua!;e  anQ  religion,  and  similitude 
pi'manners?  Yea,  hath  he  not  made  us  all  in 
yue  i4»nd,  comp;issed  with  one  sea,  and  of  it- 
ifeU]^  by  nature,  so  indivisible,  Oi  almost  tliose 
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tiiat  were  borderers  themselves  on  the  late 
borders,  cannot  distinguish,  nor  know,  or  di*- 
cem  their  own  limiur  These  two  countries 
being  separated  neither  by  sea  nor  great  nver, 
mountain  nor  otlier  strength  of  nature,  but 
only  by  little  small  brooks,  or  demolished  littl« 
walls,  so  as  rather  they  were  divided  in  appre- 
hension, than  in  efiect;  and  now  in  the  end 
and  fuhiess  of  time  united,  the  right  aud  title 
of  botli  in  my  person,  alike  lineally  descended 
of  both  the  crowns,  w  hereby  it  is  now  become 
in  a  little  world  with  itsek,  being  intrenched 
and  fortified  round  about  with  a  natural,  and 
yet  admirable,  strong  pond  or  ditch,  whereby 
all  the  former  fears  of  this  naticni  are  now  quite 
cut  oil':  the  other  part  of  the  island  being  ever  - 
before  now,  not  only  the  place  of  landing  to 
all  >(rani!ers  that  were  to  make  invasion  here, 
but  likewise  moved  by  the  enemies  of  this  state, 
by.  untimely  incursious,  td  make  iuforced  di- 
version from  their  conquests,  for  defending 
themhclves  at  home,  and  keeping  sure  their 
back-door,  as  tlien  it  was  called,  which  waJ 
the  greatest  hindrance  and  lett  ray  predeccS-  ^ 
sors  of  this  nation  ever  got,  in  disturbing  tbem 
from  their  many  famous  and  glorious  conquests 
abroad :  <  What  God  hatli  conjoined  then,  let 
no  man  separate/  I  am  the  husband,  and 
all  the  whole  island  is  my  lawful  wife;  I 
am  the  bead,  and  it  is  my  body;  I  am  the 
siiepherd,  and  it  is  my  flock :  I  hope,  there- 
fore, no  man  will  be  so  unreasonable  as  to 
think  tliat  I,  that  am  a  christian  king  under 
the  go.^pel,  should  be  a  polygamist,  and  hus- 
band to  two  wives;  that  I  being  the  head» 
should  have  a  divided  and  monstrous  body ;  or 
that  beino;  the  shepherd  of  so  fair  a  flock 
(whose  fold  hath  no  wall  to  fence  it  but  the 
four  seas)  should  have  my  flock  patted  in  two. 
But  as  I  am  assured,  that  no  honest  subject,  of 
N%hatsoever  degree,  within  my  whole  domi- 
nions, is  less  dad  of  this  joyful  union  than  I 
am  ;  so  may  tlie  frivolous  a4>jection  of  any  tlukt 
would  be  hmderers  of  this  work  (which  God 
hath  in  iny  person  already  established)  be 
ea«»ily  answered ;  which  can  be  none,  except 
such  as  are  either  blinded  with  ignorance,  or 
else  trans)xirted  with  malice,  being  unable  to 
live  in  a  well-governed  conujion wealth,  and 
nnlv  delighting  to  fish  in  troubled  waters:  for 
if  they  would  stand  upon  Uieir  reputados,  and 
privileges  of  any  of  the  kingdoms ;  I  pray  you, 
were  not  botli  of  tlu?  kingdoms  monarchies 
from  the  beginning  ?  And,  consequently,  could 
ever  the  bbdy  be  counted  without  the  heed, 
which  was  ever  un separably  joined  thereunto? 
So  that  us  the  honour  and  privileges  of  any  of 
the  kingdoms  could  not  be  divided  from  their 
sovcrcitrn ;  so  an*  tliey  now  confounded  and 
joined  m  my  person,  who  am  equal  and  alike 
kindly  head  to  both.  When  this  kingdom  of 
England  was  divided  into  so  many  petty  king- 
doms (as  I  told  you  before)  one  ot  them  eat  up 
another,  til)  they  were  all  imited  into  one.  And 
yet  can  Wiltshire  or  Dcvonsliire,  which  w^ 
of  the  West-Saxons  (although  their  kingdom:  of 
longest  durance^  and  did,  by  conquest,  OTer> 
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come  divers  of  the  rest  of  the  little  kingdoms) 
make  claim  to  priority  of  place  or  liooour  be- 
fore Sussex,  Essexj  or  other  slilres,  which  were 
conquered  by  thetn?  And.  have  we  not  the  like 
experience  in  the  kingdom  of  France,  being 
composed  of  divers  ducbic^  and  one  after  ano- 
ther conquered  by  the  sword  ?  For  even  as  lit-. 
tic  brooks  lose  their  names  by  running  and 
falling  into  great  rivers,  and  thje  verr  name  and 
memory  of  great  rivers  swnllovred  up  in  ;he 
ocean:  so  by  the  conjunction  of  divers  little 
kingdoms  into  one,  are  all  tliese  private  dif- 
ferences and  questions  ^wallowed  up.  And 
since  the  success  was  happy  of  ttic  Saxon  king- 
doms, conquered  by  the  apear  of  Bellona;  now 
much  greater  reason  have  we  to  expect  a  happy 
issue ot  this  greater  union,  which  is  ouly  fasten- 
ed and  bound  up  by  the  wedding-ring  of  Astrca? 
And  as  God  hath  made  Scotland  (the  one  half 
of  this  island)  to  enjoy  my  Ujrth,  and"  the  fi^st 
and  most  imperfect  half  of  my  U/e ;  and  you 
here  to  enjoy  the  pertect  and  last  hidf  thereof: 
so  can  I  not  think  that  any  would  be  so  inju- 
rious to  me,  no  not  in  tbcir  thoughts  and 
wbhes,  as  to  cut  asunder  the  oa&  half  of  n\» 
from  the  other.  But  in  this  matter  1  have  far 
'enough  insisted,  resting  assuredj  tliat  in  your 
faearti)  and  minds  you  alt  applaud  this  my  liis- 
coursc. — Now  although  these  blessings  (before 
rehearsed)  of  inward  and  outward  peace  b^ 
great ;  yet  seeing  that  in  all  good  tilings  a  great 
part  of  their  goodness  and  estimation  is  lf)st, 
if  they  have  not  appearance  of  perpetuity 
or  long  continuance :  so  hath  it  pleaded  Al- 
mighty God  to  accompany  my  person  also 
with  that  favour,  having  hcalthliil  and  hope-, 
ful  issue  of  my  body  (whereof  some  are  here 
present)  for  continuance  and  propagation  of 
that  undoubted  ni^ht  which  is  inmypcrsoix; 
under  whom  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  please 
God  to  prosper  and  continue  for  mnjiy  years 
this  union,  and  all  other  blessin«;s  of  in- 
ward and  outward  peace  which  I  have  brought 

#  with  me.  But  neither  peace  outward,  new- 
peace  inward,  nor  any  other  blessing  that  can 
tbilow  thereupon,  nor  nppearajice  of  the  per- 
petuity thereof,  by  propagation  in  posterity, 
are  but  weak  pillars  and  rotten  reeds  to  lean 
unto,  if  God  doth  not  strengthen,  and^  by  the 
staff  o(  his  blessing,  make  them  durable ;  for 
in  vain  doth  the  watchman  watch  the  city,  if 
the  Lord  be  not  the  principal  defence  thereof; 
in  vain  doth  tho  builder  build  the  house,  if 
God  give  not  the  success;  and  in  vain  (as  Paul 
saithj  doth  Paul  plant  and  Apollos  water,  if 
God  give  not  the  increase;  for  all  wordly 
blessings  are  but  like  swift  passing  shadows, 
fading  flowers,  or  chaff  blown  before  the  wind, 

,  if  by  the  profession  of  true  religion,  and  works 
according  thereunto,  God  be  not  moved  to 
maintain  and  settle  the  thrones  of  princes. 
And,  although  that  since  mine  entry  into  this 
khigdom,  I  have,  both  by  meeting  with  dirers 
of  the  ecclesiastical  estate,  and  likewise  by  di- 
vers proclamations  clearly  declared  by  mind 
in  points  of  religion;  yet  do  I  not  think  it 
$fms5^  ia  this  so  solemn  an  andience,  to  take 


occasion  to  discover  somewhat  of  the  secret^ 
of  my  heart  in  that  matter.  For  I  shall  never 
(with  God*s  grace)  b«  ashamed  to  m^ko  pub« 
lie  profession  thereof  upon  all  occasions,  lest 
Goq  should  be  ash:uncd  of  me  before  men 
and  ^ngcl$;  especially  lest  at  this  time  men 
inijzhl  presuin.c  further,  upon  the  miskiiowiedgc 
of  iny  mei^iing,  to  trouble  'tl^is  parliament  fJt 
ours  tb^A  were  convenient..  At  my  t'lot  com- 
ing^ altliough  I  founci  but  one  religioi^  and 
that  y^hich  by  niyself  is  professed,  publicly  al- 
lowedL  ^od  by  the  law  maintained.;  yet  found 
I  «v)other  soft  of  religion,  besid«is  a  private 
sect,  lurking  withiq  the  bowels  of  thi^  nation. 
The  first  is  the  truQ  religipn,  which  by  ine  if 
pfofessed,  and  by  law  is  established:  the  2nd 
is^  the  falsely  called  Catholics,  but  truly  Pa*. 
pists:  the  3rd,  which  I  call  a  sect  fulucr  tiian 
a  religion,  is  the  Puritans  ivid  Novelists ;  wlu^ 
do  nof  so  fty  djiffer  froiu,  us  in.  poi^its  of  reli- 
gion, as  in  their  confused  foim  of  policy  and 
parity;  being  evcp  di^op^n^ed  wiili  tho  pre-i 
sent  government,  and  impatient  to  ^nflbr  any 
superiority,  which  maketh  their  sects  insuffcr* 
able  in  any  well-governed  .commoti wealth. 
But  as  foj  my  course  towards  them,  1  remit  it 
to  my  proclamations  made  upoji  tluu  Subject. 
— And  ppw  for  thQ  Paj.'ists,  1  must  put  a  differ-? 
ence  betwixt  mine  own  private  pr<)fe5sion  of 
mine  own  salvation,  and  my  politic  govern^ 
ment  of  the  realm  for  the  ^yeal  and  quietness 
thereof.  As  for  mine  own  professi(n:,  you 
have  me  your  head  now  amongst  you  of  thtj 
same  religion  that  the  body  is  of..  As  I  am  no 
stmnger  to  you  iiv  blood,  no  more  am  I  u 
sti-.inger  to  you  in  faith,  or  in  the  mutters  con-t 
corning  the  house  of  God.  And  although  this, 
ni}*  profession  Ijo  accor^linjj  to,  mine  educar 
tion,  wherein  (I  thank  God)  I  sucked  the  niilly 
of  Ci^od's  truth  ui|h  tiie  milk  of  my  nur>c;  yet 
do  I  here  protest  unto  you,  that  I  would, never- 
for  such  9t  conceit  of  constancy,  or  other  pre*, 
judicate  opinion,  have  so  fimily.  kept  my  first 
profession,  if  I  had  not  found^  (f  agrceaijle  to^ 
Jill  reas*^n^  and  to  the  rule  of  my  conscience. 
But  I  was  never  violent  nor  unreasonnlilc  in  my 
profession :  I  ncknowh^dge  the  Roman  church, 
to  be  our  mother  church,  nithowgl;!  detilcd  with 
some  intirmities  and  cornipti^ns,  as  the  Jews, 
were  when  they  crucified  Christ:  and  as  I  am 
none  enemy  to  th^  life  of  a  sick  man,  bi'cause 
I  would  hav^  his  body  purged  of  ill  humours; 
no  more  am  I  enemy  to  their  church  becausQ. 
I  would  have  them  refonn  their  errors,  not 
wishing  the  down-rthrowing  of  the  temple,  but 
that  it  ruight  be  purged  and  cleansed  from 
corruption;  otherwise,  how  can  they  wish  us 
to  enter,  if  their  house  he  not  iirst  made  clean  ? 
But  as  I  wotjld  be  loather  to  dispense  in  the 
least  point  of  mine  own  conscience  for  any 
wordly  respect,  than  the  foolishest  Precisian 
of  them  all;  so  would  I  be  as  sorry  to  strai»i  . 
the  politic  government  of  flie  bodies  and 
minds  of  all  my  subjects  to  my  private  opi-* 
nions:  nay,  my  mind  was  ever  so  free  from 
persecution,  or  thralling  of  my  subjects  in  matn 
ters  of  conscience,  as  I  hope  that  those  of  tha( 
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profession  within  this  kingdom  have  a  proof 
since  my  coming,  that  I  ivas  so  far  from  in- 
creasing their  hurdcns  with  Rehoboam,  as  I 
have,  so  much  .as  either  time,  occasion,  or  law 
could  pcnnit,  lightened  them.  And  even  now 
at  this  time,  have  I  been  careful  to  revise  and 
consider  deeply  upon  the  laws  made  against 
them,  that  some  overture  may^be  porponed  to 
the  present  pari,  for  clearing  these  laws,  by 
reason  (w  hich  is  tlie  soul  of  the  law)  in  case 
they  have  been,  in  times  past,  further  or  more 
rigoroqsly  extended  by  judges  than  the  mean- 
ing ot  the  law  wus,  or  might  tend  to  the  hurt  as 
■well  of  the'  innocent  as  of  guilty  persons.  And 
as  to  the  persons  of  my  subjects  which  are  of 
that  profession,  I  must  divide  them  into  two 
tanks,,  clerics  and  laics;  for  the  part  of  the 
laics,  certainly  I  ever  thought  them  far  more 
excusable  than  the  other  sort;  because  that 
sort  of  reUgio'n  contoincth  such  an  ignorant, 
doubtful,  ^d  implicit  kind  of  faith  in  the  la- 
ics grounded  upon  their  church,  as  except  they 
generally  believe  whatsoever  their  teachers 
please  to  aAinn,  they  cannot  be  thought  guilty 
of  these  particular  points  of  heresies  and  cor- 
ruptions which  their  teachers  do  so  wilfully 
profess.  And  again,  I  must  subdivide  the  same 
laics  into  two  ranks;  that  is,  either  quiet  and 
well-minded  pnen,  peaceable  subjects,  who, 
cither  beioff  old,  nave  retained  their  first 
drunken^in  liquor^  upon  a  certain  sliame&ced- 
ness  to  be  tliought  curious  or  changeable ;  or, 
being  young  men,  through  evil  education,  have 
never  been  nursed  or  brought  up,  but  upon 
such  venom  in  place  of  wholesome  nutriment; 
and  tliat  sort  oi  people,  I  would  be  sorr^  co 
punish  their  bodies  lor  the  error  of  their  minds, 
the  reformation  whereof  must  only  come  of 
God,  and  the  true  spirit*  But  the  other  rank 
of  lilies,  who,  eitlier  through  curiosity,  affecta- 
tion of  novelty,  or  discontentment  in  their  pri- 
Tate  humours,  have  chang<;d  their  coats,  only 
to  be  factious  stirrers  of  sedition,,  and  perturb- 
ers  of  the  commonwealth ;  their  backwardness 
in  their  religion  giveth  a  ground  to  me  the 
magistrate,  to  take  the  better  heed  to  their 
proceedings,  and  to  correct  their  obstinacy. 
But  for  the  part  of  the  clerics,  I  must  directly 
say  and  affirm,  that  as  long  as  they  maintain 
one  special  point  of  their  doctrine,  and  ano- 
ther point  of  their  practice,  they  are  no  way 
suficrable  to  remain  in  this  kingdom.  Their 
point  of  doctrine  b  that  arrogant  and  ambi- 
tious supremacy  of  their  head,  the  Pope; 
wliereby  he  not  only  claims  to  be  spiritual 
head  of  all  Christians,  but  also  to  have  an  im- 

Scrial  civil  power  over  all  kings  and  emperors; 
ethronioff  and  decrowning  princes  with  his  foot, 
as  pleoseth  him,  and  dispensing  and  disposing 
of  all  kingdoms  and  empires  at  his  appetite, 
llie  other  point  which  they  observe  in  conti- 
nual practice,  is  the  assassinates  and  murders 
of  kings;  thinking  it  no  sin;  but  rather  a  mat- 
ter of  salvation,  to  do  all  acts  of  rebellion  and 
hostility  against  their  natural  soTcreign  lord, 
if  he  be  once  cursed,  his  subjects  dtschai|;ed  of 
their  £delity,  and  his  kingdom  gjbren  a  |trey  by 


that  three-crowned  monarch,  or  rathar  vkm- 
ster,  their  head.  And  in  this  point  I  hava  no 
occasion  to  speak  further  here,  saving  that  I 
could  wish  from  my  heart,  that  it  would  please 
God  to  make  me  one  of  the  members  of  soch 
a  general  Christian  union  in  religion,  as  laying 
wilfulness  aside  on  both  hands,  we  mkbt  meet 
in  the  midst,  which  is  the  center  and  perfec- 
tion of  all  things.  For.  if  they  would  leave, 
and  be  asliamcd  of  such  new  and  gross  cor- 
ruj^tions  of  theirs,  as  themselves  cannot  main- 
tain, nor  deny  to  be  worthy  o^  retbrmation;  I 
would,  for  mine  own  part,  be  content  to  meet 
them  in  the  mid-way,  ho  that  all  novelties 
might  be  renounced  on  either  side.  For  as  - 
my  faith  is  the  trub  ancient  carbolic  and  i^k»- 
tolic  faith,  grounded  upon  the  scriptures  and 
express  word  of  God;  so  will  I  ever  vield  all 
reverence  to  antiquity  in  the  points  of^  ecclesi- 
astical policy ;  and  by  that  means  shall  I  ever, 
with  God*s  grade,  keep  myself  from  ever  be- 
ing an  heretic  in  faith,  or  schieanatic  in  mat- 
ters of  Policy.  But  of  one  thing  would  I  have 
the  Papists  of  this  land  to  be  admonished, 
that  tliey  presume  not  so  much  upon  my  leni- 
ty (because  I  would  be  loth  to  be  thought  a 
persecutor)  as  thereupon,  to  think  it  lawful  for 
them  daily  to  increase  their  number  and 
strenj^th  in  tliis  kingdom;  whereby,  if  not  in 
my  time,  at  least  in  the  time  of  my  postentj, 
they  raigh't  be  in  hope  to  erect  their  reli^on 
again.  No;  let  them  assure  themselves,  uat, 
as  I  ain  a  friend  to  their  persons,  if  they  be 
good  subjects;  so,  am.  I  an  avowed  enemy, 
and  do  denounce  mortal  war  to  their  errors; 
and,  that  as  I  would  be  sorry  to  be  driven  by 
their  ill  behaviour  from  the  protection  OM 
conservation  of  their  bodies  and  lives ;  so  will 
I  never  cease,  as  far  I  can,  to  tread  down 
their  errors  and  wrong  opinions.  For  I  CQold 
not  permit  the  increase  and  growing  of  their 
religion,  without  first  betraying  of  myself 
and  mine  own  conscience:  secondly,  this 
whole  isle,  as  well  the  part  I  am  come  ^ 
from,  as  the  part  I  remain  in,  in  betraying 
their  liberties,  and  reducing  them  to  the  for* 
mer  slavish  yoke,  which  both  had  cast  off  be* 
fore  I  came  amongst  them:  and,  thirdly, 
the  liberty  of  the  crown  in  my  posterity, 
which  I  should  leave  again  in  slavery,  having 
found  it  left  free  to  me  by  my  predecessors, 
Aud  therefore,  would  I  wish  all  good  subjects 
that  are  deceived  with  that  corruption ;  firrt, 
if  they  find  any  beginning  of  iustinction  in 
themselves  of  knowledge  and  love  to  the  truth, 
to  foster  the  same  by  dl  lawful  means,  and  to 
beware  of  qucnchins  the  spirit  that  worketh 
within  them ;  and  if  they  can  find  as  yet  no 
motion  tending  that  way,  to  be  studious  to 
read  and  confer  with  learned  men ;  and  to  use 
all  such  means  as  may  further  their  resolution, 
assuring  themselves,  that  as  long  as  they  are 
discontormable  in  reli^on  from  us,  they  can- 
not be  but  half  my  subjects ;  be  able  to  do  bat 
half  service,  and  I  to  want  the  best  half  of 
them,  which  is  their  souls.  And  here  have  I 
oocattton  to  speak  toyoumy  bids  the  bisbopss 
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,  lor  as  jou,  my  loiti  of  Dorham,  said  very  learn- 
edly to  day  in  your  se'rmon,  '  correction  with- 
out instruction,  is  but  a  tyranny;*  so  ought 
you,  and  all  the  clergy  under  you,  to  be  more 
careful,  vigilant,  ana  diligent  thian  you  have 
been,  to  win  souls  to  God,  as  well  by  your  ex- 
emplary life,  as  doctrine.  And  since  you  see 
how  careful  they  are,  sparing  neitiier  labour, 
pains,  nor  extreme  peril  of  their  persons  to  di- 
vert (the  devil  is  so  busy  a  bishopj,  ye  should 
be  the  more  careful  and  wakcfui  in  your 
charges.  Follow  the  rule  prescribc^d  you  by 
St.  Paul,  '  be  carciul  so  exhort  and  \o  instruct 
in  season  and  out  of  season ;'  and  where  vou 
have  been  any  way  sluggbh  before,  now  waken 

'  yourselves  up  a^ain  with  a  new  diligence  in 
this  point,  remitting  the  success  to  God,  who 
calling  them  either  at  the  second,  third,  tenth 
or  twelfth  hour,  as  they  arc  alike  welcome  to 
bim,  so  shall  they  be  to  me,  his  lieutenant 
Jierc. — ^The  3rd  reason  of  my  convecning  of 
^rou  at  this  time,  which*  contakieth  such  ac-, 
tions  of  my  thankfulness  towa|;d  you,  as  I  may 
either  do,  or  leave  undone,  yet  shall,  with 
God's  grace,  ever  press  to  perform  all  tlie  days 
of  my  ufe :  it  consists  in  these  two  points,  m 
making  of  laws  at  certain  times,  which  is  only 
at  such  times  as  this  in  parliament,  or  in  the 
careful  execution  thereof  at  all  other  times. 
As  for  the  making  of  them,  I  will  thus  far  faith- 
fully promise  unto  you,  that  I  will  ever  prefer 
the  weal  of  the  bodjr,  and  of  the  whole  com- 
monwealth, in  making  of  good  laws  and  con- 
stitutions, to  any  particular  or  private  ends  of 
mine,  thinking  ever  the  wealth  and  weal  of 
the  commonwealth  to  be  my  greatest  weal  and 
wordly  felicity :  a  point  wherein  a  lawful  king 
doth  directly  diHer  from  a  tyrant.  But  at  this 
time,  I  am  only  thus  far  to  furwam  you  in  that 
point,  that  you  beware  to  seek  the  making  of 
too  many  laws,  for  two  especial  reasons :  fifst, 
because,  '  in  corruptisuma  republica  plurims 
legis;'  and  the  execution  of  good  laws  is  far 
more  profitable  in  a  commonwealth,  than  to 
burden  men's  memories  with  the  making  of 
too  many  of  them.  \And  next,  because  the 
making  of  too  many  laws  in  one  pmi.  will 
bring  m  confiision,  for  lack  of  leisure  wisely 
to  deliberate  before  you  conclude:  for  the 
bishop  said  well  to-day,  that  to  deliberation 
would  a  large  time  be  given,  but  to  execution 
a  greater  promptness  was  required.  As  for 
tlie  execution  of^good  laws,  it  bath  been  very 
wisely  and  honourably  foreseen  and  ordered 
by  my  predecessors  in  this  kingdom,  in  plant- 
ing sucn  a  number  of  judges,  and  aU  sorts  of 
ma^tratea  io  convenient  places  for  the  exe* 
cutmn  of  the  same :  and  therefore  miist  I  now 
tarn  mc  to  you  that  are  judses  and  magistrates 
under  me,  09  mine  eyes  and  ears  in  this  case, 
I  can  say  none  otherwise  to  voa  then  as  £ze- 
tuaa^  the  good  king  of  Juda,  said  to  their 
judges, '  Remember  that  the  thrones  you  sit  on 
fire  God's,  and  neither  yours  nor  mine :'  and 
that  as  you  most  be  answerable  to  mc,  so  most 
both  you  and  I  be  answerable  to  God,  for  the 
4pe  execotwA of ow  offices.    That  placo  iiao 


place  for  you  to  utter  yoitr  afiections  m,  yo« 
must  not  there  bate  your  foo  nor  love  your 
friend,  fear  the  oBfence  of  tlie"  greater  party, 
or  pity  the  misery  of  the  meaner;  ye  must  be 
bhud  and  not  see  distinctions  of  persons,  han<l- 
less,  not  to  receive  bribes ;  but  keep  that  just 
temper  and  mid-course  in  ail  your  proceed* 
ings,  that  like  a  just  balance  ye  ttiay  neither 
sway  to  the  right  nor  lefb  hand.    Three  priuci^  ' 
pal  qualities  are  required  iu  yQUy  knowledge^ 
courage,  and  sincerity :  that  you  may  discera 
with  knowledge,  execute  with  courage,  and  d# 
both  in  upright  sincerity.  .  And,  as  for  my  part^ 
I  do  vow  and  protest  here  in  the  preseuce  of 
God,  and  of  this  honoorable  audience,  I  never 
shall  be  weary,  aor  omit  no  occasion,  wbercia 
I  may  shew  my  carefulness  of  the  execution  oi 
good  laws*    And  as  I  wish  you  that  arc  jud^ 
not  to  be  n^eary  in  your  office  in  doing  of  it; 
so  I  shall  never  be  weary,  with  God's  grace,  te 
take  account  of  you,  which  is  properly  my  call- 
ing.— ^Aud  thus  having  told  you  the  three  causes 
of  my  convecning  of  Siis  pari,  all  three  tending 
only  to  utter  my  thankfulness,  but  in  divers 
forms,  the  first  by  word,  the  other  two  by  ac- 
tion ;  I  do  confer  that  when  I  have  done  and 
performed  all  that  in  this  speech  I  haye  pro-* 
mised,  '  inutiiis  servus  sum. :'  inutile,  becau8# 
the  meaning  of  the  word  '  inutiiis'  ia  that  placa 
of  scripture  is  uuderstood,  that  in  doing  aK 
that  service  which  we  can  to  God»  it  is  but 
our  due,  and  we  do  nothiog  to  Go4  but  that 
which  we  are  bound  to  do.    And  ia  like  man- 
ner, when  I  have  done  all  tliat  I  can  for  yoo^ 
I  do  nothing  but  that  which  I  Am  bound  to  do^ 
and  am  accountable  to  God  upon- the  con- 
trary :  for  I  do  acknowledge,  that  the  special 
and  greatest  point  of  difterence  that  is  betwixt 
a  rightful  king  and  an  usurping  tyrant  is  ia 
this;  that  whereas  the  proud  and  ambitious 
tyrant  doth  think  liis  kinsdoai  and  people  are 
onlv  ordained  for  satisfaction  of  his  desires 
ana  unreasonable  appetites ;  the  righteous  and 
just  king  doth,  by  the  oontrary,  acknowledge 
himself  to  be  ordr«ined  for  tlie  procuring  of 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  his  people,  and 
that  his  greatest  and  principal  worldly  fclicltf 
must  consist  in  their  prosperity.    If  you  be 
rich  I  cannot  be  poor;   if  you  be  happy  I  ' 
cannot  but  ho  fortunate;  and  I  protest  tiliat 
your  wdfare  shall  ever  be  my  greatest  care 
and  CQUtentment :  and  that  I  am  a  servant  it 
is  most  true,  that  as  I  am  head'and  govsmot 
of  all  the  people  in  my  dominion  who  are  mj 
natural  vassals  and  si^hjccts,  considerihg  theut 
io  numbers  and  distiiict  ranks ;  so  if  we  \vilt 
take  the  whole  people  as  one  body  and  mass.' 
then  as  the'head  is  ordained  for  the  body,  and 
not  the  body  for  the  heed ;  so  must  a  rig^teoutf 
king  know  liimseif  to  be  ordained  for  his  peo- 
ple, and  not  his  peojile  ibr  him :  for  although 
a  kin^  aiid  people  be  relata,  yet  can  lie  be  nft 
king  if  he  want  people  and  subjects.     But 
there  be  many  people  in  the  world  that  lack  a 
head,  wherefore  I  will  never  he  ashamed  to 
confess  it  my  principal  honour,  to  be  the  great 
stfvaot  of  the  coitiDofoo-irealthy  and  ever  think 
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the  prosperity  thereof  to  be  my  greatest  feli- 
city, as  I  have  already  said.  But  as  it  was 
the  whole  body  of  this  kingdom,  with  an  uni- 
form assent  and  harmony,  as  I  told  you  in  the 
beginning  of  my  speech, .  which  did  so  far 
obSge  me  iu  good-will  and  thankfulness  of 
Tcquital  by  their  alacrity  and  readinesb  in  de- 
claring and  receiving  me  to  that  place  which 
-God  had  provided  for  me,  and  not  iany  parti- 
cular persons :  (for  then  it  had  not  been  the 
body)  so  is  my  thankfulness  due  to  the  whole 
•tute.  For  even  as  in  matter  of  faults,  *  Quod 
A  mu^:id  pcccatur,  impune  pcjccatur :'  even  so 
even  in  the  matter  of  virruous  and^ood  deeds, 
^hat  is  done  by  the  willing  consent  and  har- 
mony of  the  whole  body,  uo  particular  person 
can  justly  claim  thanks  as  proper  to  him  for 
the  same.  And  therefore  I  must  here  make  a 
Jittlc  apology  for  mysdf,  in  that  I  could  not 
satisfy  the  particular  humours  of  every  person, 
tbat  look.ed  for  some  advancement  or  reward 
At  my  hand,  since  my  entry  into  this  kingdom, 
lliree  kin^  of  things  were  craved  of  me:  ad- 
vancement to  honour,  preferment  to  place  of 
credit  about  my  person,  and  reward  in  matters 
of  la^  or  prolit.  If  I  had  bestowed  honour 
upoD^all,  no  man  could  have  been  advanced 
to  honour.  For  the  degrees  of  honour  do 
consist  in  preferring  some  above  their  fellows. 
If  every  man  had  the  like  access  to  my  privy 
or  bed-chamber,  th|^  no  man  could  have  it, 
because  it  cannot  contain  all.  And  if  I  had 
bestowed  lands  and  rewards  upon  every  man, 
the  fountain  of  my  Ubcrality  w^mld  be  so  exr 
}iau8ted  and  dried,  as  I  would  lack  means  to 
be  liberal  to  any  roan.  And  yet  was  I  not  so 
•purine,  but  I  may,  without  vaunting,  afhnn, 
tnat  I  liavc  <;nlargcd  my  favour  in  al)  the  three 
degrees,  towards  as  many  and  more  than  ever 
king  of  England  di(|  in  so  short  a  sp^c :  no^ 
I  rather  ci-qXfe  your  pardon  that  I  have  been 
to  bountiful :  for  if  the  means  of  the  crown  be 
»'asCed,  I  |>ehovcd  then  to  have  recourse  to 
you  my  subjects,  and 'be  bi^rdcnsome  to  you^ 
M'hiph  I  would  be  tothest  to  be  of  apy  lin^ 
olive.  For  iis  it  is  true,  that  as  I  have  already 
f aid,  it  was  a  whole  bo(|y  which  did  deserve 
io  well  at  my  hand,  and  not  every  particular 
person'  of  the  people:  yet  were  there  sonic 
who  by  reason  of  their  office,  credit  with  the 
people  or  otherwise,  took  occasion  both  before, 
and  at  the  time  of  my  coming  amongst  yon, 
fo  give  proof  qf  their  love  and  aflfectiun  to- 
wards me.  Not  that  I  am  any  'way  in  doubt, 
that  if  other  of  my  subjects  had  been  in  their 
places,  and  had  had  the  like  occasion,  but 
they  would  have  uttered  the  like  good  effects, 
(so  general  and  90  great  we're  the  love  and 
mffcction  of  you  all  towards  me  t)  but  yet  this 
having  been  performed  by  some  special  per^ 
tons,  I  could  not,  without  yn^liankhilness,  but 
reouite  them  accordingly.  And  therefore  had 
I  just  occadion  to  advance  some  in  honour, 
soitic  to  places  of  service  about  me,  arid  by 
rewarding  to  enable  some  who  had  deserved 
well  of  me,  and  were  not  otherwise  able  to 
t&ainmitr  the  n^nk^  I  thought,  them  capable 


of;  and  others,  who  although  they  had  not 
particularly  deserved  before,  yet  I  founcT  them 
capable  and  woitliy  of  pU\ce  of  preferment 
and  credit,  and  not  able  to  sustain  those  phiocs 
for  which  I  thought  them  fit,  without  my  help. 
Two  especial  causes  moved  me  to  be  so  open 
handed ;  whereof  the  one  wab  reasonable  an4 
honourable:  but  tlie  other,  I  will  not  be 
ashamed  to  confess  unto  you,  |jroceedcd  of 
mine  own  infinuity.  That  which  was  just 
and  honourable,  was,  that  being  so  far  be- 
holding to  the  body  of  the  whole  state,  I 
thought  I  could  not  refiiie  to  let  run  some 
small  brooks  out  of  the  fountain  of  my  thaiik- 
fulness  to  the  whole,  for  refreshing  of  particu- 
lar persons  that  were  members  of  that  multi- 
tude. The  other,  which  proceeded  out  of 
mine  own  infinnity,  was  the  multitucJe  and 
importunity  of  suhors.  But  although  reason 
come  by  infusion  in  a  manner,  yet  experience 
growcth  with  time  and  labour :  and  therefore 
do  I  not  doubt,  but  experience  in  time  coming 
will  both  teaeh  the  particular  subjects  of  this 
kingdom,  not  to  be  so  importune  and  andi^ 
Crete  in  craving ;  and  me  not  to  be  so  easily 
and  hehtly  moved,  in  granting  that  which  may 
be  harmful  to  my  estate,  and  conscqucnily  to 
the  whole  kingdom.  And  thus  having  at 
length  declared  unto  you  my  mind  in  all  th« 
points,  for  tlie  which  I  caUed  this  pari. :  my 
conclusion  shall  only  now  be  to  excuse  myself, 
in  case  yon  Imvc  not  found  such  elofjuence  iu 
my  speech,  as  pcradventurc  you  minlit  have 
looked  for  at  my  hands.  I  might,  if  I  list, 
allcdge  the  great  weight  of  my  affairs  and  my 
continual  tmj»incss  and  distraction,  that  I  could 
never  have  leisure  to  think  upon  what  I  was 
to  speak,  before  I  came  to  the  place  where  I 
was  to  speak :  and  I  might  also  alledge,  that 
my  first  sisht  of  this  so  fSmous  and  honourable 
an  assembly,  might  likewise  breed  some  impe- 
diment, tint  leaving  tliese  excuses,  I  will 
plainly  aiul  freely,  in  my  manner,  tell  you 
the  true  cause  of  it,  which  is,  that  it  becometh  ^ 
a  king,  in  my  opinion,  to  use  no  other  elo- 
quence than  plainness  mid  sincerity.  By 
pliiinness  I  mean,  that  his  speeches  shoulq 
be  so  clear  and  void  of  all  ambiguity,  that 
they  may  not  be  thrown,  nor  rent  asunder  into 
contrary  senses  like  the  old  orades  of  the 
Pagan  gods.  And  by  sincerity,  I  understand 
that  upriglitness  and  honesty  which  ought  to 
be  in  a  kind's  whole  speeches  end  actions : 
that  as  far  as  a  kinjj  is  in  honour  erected 
abovo  any  of  his  subjects^  so  for  should  he 
strive  in  sincerity  to  be  above  them  all,  and 
that  his  tongue  should  be  ever  the  true  mes- 
senger of  his  heart:  and  this  sort  of  elo- 
quence may  you  ever  assuredly  look  for  at 
my  hands."* 

The  King's  Speech  being  ended,  the  Xord 
Chanc.  made'^  a  short  one,  according  to  form 
and  order;  and,  in  the  end,  signified  his  mnj.'s 
pleasure  to  the  Commons,  that  they  should  go 
and'  make  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  present 
him  to  the  king  on  the  2?a  of  the  same  nu>fitb« 
Accordingly,  ott  the  stiid  day,  sir  Edw.  PhcUi^ 
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knt.  king's  serjeapt,  was  brought  up.  to  tlie  bar 
of  the  iXrds,  by  several  knights  and  burgesses, 
as  their  Speaker,  and,  witii  the  usual  cerenio- 
uies,  was  allowed.  The  Journals  of  the  Com- 
nous,  for  this,  and  all  the  succeeding  pailia- 
incuts,  are  much  more  cqpious  and  circum- 
stantial than  formerly;  tticrefure  to  take  notice 
of  every  iiu^ident,  would  be  endless.  For  tJie 
iirst  days  of  this  scs^ioo,  they  are  mostly  taken 
up  witli  regulating  Elections,  and  a^certainhlg 
iVivilcges,,  6ic,  which  wc  shiw  omit ;  except 
the  famous  case  of  sir  Francis  Goodwin  and 
iir  John  Fortcscue,  which  must  find  a  place  in 
tliesc  enquiries.  W'iien  any  thinjj  else  occurs 
in  these  Journals,  not  taken  notice  of  by-^iie 
Lords,  it  shall  abjo  lind  a  place.  We  shidl 
omit  the  fmui  of  the  Writ  in  the  Journals  and 
9omc  other  ceremonies,  and  pubS  on  to  the 
tpeakcr's  sj>eoch  to  the  king,  on  iiis  being  con- 
fmncd  in  that  oificc,  wliich  the  same  audliority 
gives  us  in  tliese  worils : 

The  Speaker* $  Soeech  to  the  liingJ]  "  Most 
renowned,  and  ot  all  other  most  worthy  to  be 
jidmired.  sovereign:  As  the  supreme  and  all 
powerful  \ing  oi  heaven  bath  created  man  to 
govern  his  works,  so  did  he  depute  terrestrial 
kings,  in  whom  his  imaee  was,  to  govern  men; 
but  yet  so,  as  still  to  tliink^  that  they  them- 
selves are  but  men :  and  to  that  end  adorned 
ihem  with  three  imperial  ensigns  of  honour ;  a 
crown,  a  sceptre,  and  a  sword;  commanding 
to  the  crown  reverence,  to  the  sceptre  obe- 
flience,  and  to  the  sword  fear:  wherewith,  in 
bis  divine  distribution  of  king$  and  kingdoms, 
ho  hath  magnified  and  invested  your  sacred 
perstm,  in  tlie  imperial  throne  of  this  most 
victorious  and  happy  nation,  wherein  you  now 
do,  and  Nestor  like,  long  may,  sit ;  not  as  a 
conqueror,  by  the  sword,  but  as  an  undoubted 
inheritor,  by  tlic  sceptre ;  not  as  a  step-father, 
by  match  or  alliance,  but  as  a  true  tender 
fatlier,  by  descent  of  nature,  to  whom  we 
your  children  are  truly  naturalized  in  our  sub-^ 
jection,  and  from  whom  in  our  loyalty  we 
expect  unto  us  a  paternal  protection :  the  ark 
oi  govcrmhent  of  which  kingdom  hath  ever 
been  steered  by  the  laws  ot  the  same;  and 
these  distributed  to  the  jurisdiction  of  severid 
courts  of  justice;  the  commanding  and  im- 
perial court  whereof  is  tliis  your  maj.'s  great 
and  high  court  of  pari.;  by  whose,  power^ 
only  new  laws  are  to  be  instituted,  imperfect 
laws  reformed,  and  inconvenient  laws  abro- 
gated ;  whose  justice  therein  is  such,  and  so 
absolute,  tliat  no  such  laws  can  either  be  in- 
dtituted,  reformed,  or  abrogated,  but  by  the 
unity  of  tlie  commons  agreement,  the  lords 
accord,  and  your  roaj.'s  royal  and  regal  assent ; 
only  to  your  higbness's  prerogative  nullity,  by 
your  own  disassent  to  tlieir  conclusions,  be- 
longeth;  for  that  this  court  statideth  com- 
pounded of  twoi  powers ;  the  one  ordinary. 
the  other  absolute :  ordinary,  in  the  lords  ana 
commons  proceedings :'  but  in  your  highness, 
absolute,  either  negatively  to  frustrate,  or 
•ibrmatively  to  confirm ;  but  not  to  institute. 
The  body  of  ivhich  court  or  council  of  estate 


consistetb  of  two  houses ;  the  one,  tiie  lower 
bouse  oi  pari,  the  members  whereof  ai*e  the 
knights  or  shires»  and  bui^esses  of  towns  and 
corporations;  the  other,  the  higher  house, 
framed  of  the  k}rds  spiritual  and  temporal : 
the  personal  attendance  of  ail  which  particular 
members  your  maj.  by  your  prerogative  royal^ 
hath  now  commanded;  and  acconiingly  yoiu' 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  knights  and  bur*^ 
gesses  of  tlie  lower  house,  have  therein  pre-- 
sciited  themselves,  and,  answerable  to  the  au> 
cient  privilege  of  that  place,  and  your  gracious 
liberty  and  favour  to  them  vouchsat'ed,  the  bett^ 
thereby  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  parity, 
the  mother  of  confusion  and  enemy  ta*Uaity^ 
have  nominated  my  worthless  self  their  unwor- 
tliy  Speaker;  wherein  although  their  affectibus' 
and  loves  (the  abuses  of  true  ojuuion  and  judg« 
ment)  luive  in  this  misguided  their  former. 
known  and  approved  wisdoms;  yet  itrcstethia 
your  regal  power,  eirlier  to  bix'athe  life,  or  pro- 
nounce death  to  this  their  yet  unwan-auted 
nomination.  Give  me  leave  therefore,  mosc 
prudent  and  deserving  sovereign,  to  appeal 
from  their  misled  opinions,  by  the  misguide  cf 
their  favours,  to  your  approved  justice  and 
judgment;  and  rather  therein  to  biemiitli' my 
defective  self,  by  laying  open  my  secret  inlper- 
fections,  and  thereby  endamaging  only  jnioe 
own  pariicuhur  private,  than  to  deceive  their 
hopes  (being  of  me  but  waking  dreams)  iuid' 
wrong  the  weight  of  this  so  great  and  impor- 
tant public  service;  which  requireth  to  be  ma- 
naged by  the  absolute  perfection  of  experience, 
tho  uiothcr  of  prudence;  by  the  protoundnes« 
of  literature,  the  father  of  true  judgment;  and 
by  the  fulness  and  grace  of  nature's  gifts,  whicb 
are  the  beauty  and  ornament  of  arts  and  actions 
from  the  virtues  of  all  and  every  whereof  I  am 
so  far  estranged,  that  not  tasting  of  Parnassus'a 
springs  at  all,  nor  of  that  honey,  left  upon  the 
lips  of  Plato  and  P/ndarus  by  the  bees,  birds  of 
the  muses;  as  I  remain  touched  with  the  error 
of  the  contrary,  and  thereby  am  disabled  to  un- 
dei^go  the  weight  of  so  heavy  a  burthen,  under 
which  1  do  already  groan,  and  shall  both  faint 
and  fail,  if  not  by  your  justice  disburthened, 
or  by  your  clemency  commiserate.  I  therefore 
prostrating  myself  at  the  foot  of  your  justice-* 
seat,  do  implore  my  discbarge;  ^ot  moved 
thereto  b^  any  cold  humour  to  yom*  liighncss's 
service  (tor  therein  I  rather  chuse  to  be  cooled 
by  death  than  by  want  of  will  to  neglect  the 
same)  but  only  through  the  frost-bitten  defects 
of  mine  own  imperfections ;  which  if  they  could 
be  repaired  with  mind's  true  zeal  to  affect  that, 
which  my  heart  desircth,  then  life  breatheth  noc 
in  tliat  body,  who  more  longeth  to  employ  tha 
same  in  aU  duties,  that  may  to  your  maj.  b« 
sei-viccable,  or  to  your  highness  acceptable. 
Notwitlistanding,  as  your  devoted  subject  and 
ser^  ant,  T  only  and  whoUy  subject  myself,  my 
state  and  life,  as  the  true  subjc9t  of  vour  vi%* 
cious  pleasure ;  desiring  not  longer  to.  live,  £aa 
so  to  live,  that  my  breath  and  hfemay  breath^ 
out  to  your  maj.  loyalty,  faith,  and  obedicnceit 
whereof  my  Ufe  and  death  shall  be  my^pawu 
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emd  pledge.*'— [Here  he  stoppM ;  bit  being  toW 
by  the  lord  chanc.  that  the  ktn^  would  not  ex- 
ease  Iwm,  but  conHrm  the  electton  of  the  com- 
uons ;  he  then  proceeded :] — 

«*  Most  renowned  Sovereign,  FfR  dirid«d 
mind  mny  frame  a  well-joioed  antwer,^  tlicn 
May  I  say,  too  much,  more  than  too  Justly, 
nay  your  o»iij.  contemn  my  wants,  but  never 
condemn  my  want  of  doty :  for,  although  in 
tfait  place  or  employment  (now  commanded)  I 
ought  and  do,  pre  precedency  to  many,  yet  to 
Bonc  in  my  Milt  to  do  you  service;  for  therein 
ay  teal*  shall  ever  resemble  the  (ire,  hot,  and 
yet  tremWiiig ;  hot,  in  my  desire  to  discharge 
tbft  fall  measure  of  my  duty ;  bur,  Pisander 
tike,  trembling,  in  my  fear,  lest,  through  my 
isiperfections,  I  tnil  in  that,  whirh  I  should 
perform.  My  course  of  life  hath  not  been  much 
conversant  in  the  study  of  arts,  which  might 
make  me  speak  *  scripta  vel  sculp ta,^  as  Demost- 
benes  wished ;  nor  in  the  policies  of  stat<^,  of 
which  a  subject  to  his  sovereign  must  speak 
♦  breviter  aut  suavitcr ;'  but  in  the  profession 
and  practice  of  the  laws,  which  are  *  nervi  re- 
public* et  ligameutft,'  the  Ixmds  and  sinews  of 
this  kingdom ;  which  yield  more  fruits  of  rea- 
lon,  than  words,  the  buds  of  art,  and  blos- 
tmning  terms  of  eloquence :  and  tliereA)re  to 
GonAoe  myself  within  the  proper  element  of  my 
profession,  and  not  to  aim  and  snatch  at  things 
beyond  my  reach ;  be  pleased,  of  all  others  most 
renowned  sovereign,  in  few  and  unfiled  words, 
to  entertain  with  your  gracious  aspect  a  com- 
parative resemblance  between  a  body  by  nature 
and  the  body  politic  of  this  your  maj!*s  com- 
monwealth, figured  and  drawn  otit  of  the  rules 
of  law;  whereof,  as  the  natural  body  of  tlic 
one  is  framed  of  four  principal  parts,  namely, 
«f  a  head,  of  a  body,  of  a  life,  and  of  a  soul ; 
00  is  the  politic  body  of  fhe  other  comnounded 
ef  like  four  essential  members ;  as  or  a  head, 
ef  a  body,  of  a  life,  and  of  a  soul :  and  as,  by 
tfie  disbranching  of  any  one  particular  from 
the  natural  bodj,  the  perfection  of  the  whole 
is  dissolved ;  so,  by  the  dismembring  from  the 
politic  body  of  any  one  of  the  four  politic  parts, 
the  glory  of  the  whole  is  disrootea.  This  po- 
litic head  now  is  (and  we  all,  with  one  zealous 
imd  uttttcd  dtetotion,  pray,  long  and  long  may 
be)  your  most  honoured  and  best  deserving  self; 
this  body  politic  now  is,  and  still  desire  to  be 
yonr  loyal  and  ftdtfaful  subjects;  this  politic  life 
now  ii,  and  so  well  deserves  to  be,  your  bijjh- 
nes/s  common  and  positive  laws ;  this  politic 
soul  new  is,  and  so  of  necessity  must  be,  your 
•bschite  Justice  ii^  the  true  distribution  of  the 
itanc.  And  as  the  natural  head  of  the  one  (al- 
though the  prince,  and  directing;  part  of  the 
^Miole)  cannot  be  supported  without  his  na- 
tural Dody,  nor  the  natural  body  without  his 
Mtttorallitv^  nor  die  natural  life  breathe  without 
the  toul ;  no  more  can  the  politic  head  of  the 
otbcr(aItboQgh  the  supreme  and  oommanding 

Ct)  stand  secure  without  his  subjects,  being 
pd^tic  body,  nor  the  politic  body  without 
bis  im9f  being  bis  politic  Life,  nor  liis  politic 
mb  vkbonC  y»  politic  soul^  being  execution. 


And  as  the  natural  body  oftbe  one  is  i 
to  the  trnperfectioBS  of  natore,  and,  in 
health  and  ftilness,  iindeth  least  hb  dan^;  m 
in  peace  and  plenty,  is'  the  other  subfect  to 
enormities  of  misguide  and  error;  wfaicn  aMuie 
good  laws  spring  out  of  bad  manners;  Ibr  if  db« 
eases  were  not,  there  needs  no  medicines ;  nor 
use  of  laws,  but  for  restraint  of  evils.  Hie 
natural  head's  providence  protecteUi  the  body 
from  gross  diseatts,  and  dilcreet  fbresi^  pre* 
venteth  aftercliqn  of  danger;  so  the  wiscHm, 
prudence,  and  good  guide  of  the  politic  head, 
IS  the  sovereign  preservative  against  the  infec- 
tious poison  of  discord  and  disorder:  and  as  tx> 
ea  A  part  of  the  natural  body  belongeth,  divers, 
several,  and  divided  duties  and  offices  to  be 
performed  ;  so  is  (or  ought  to  be)  trery  part  of 
the  fiulitic  body  attended  on  with  four  par- 
ticular virtues  and  properties :  as,  to  the  head 
there  belongeth,  first,  zeal  in  religion,  whereby 
God  may  bo  truly  honoured ;  2ndly,  prudence 
in  constituting  laws,  whereby  the  body  may  be 
rightly  governed ;  3rdly,  magnanimity,  to  repel 
the  fury,  both  of  foes  and  it^tunes;  4thly,  jis* 
tice,  tempered  so  tvith  mercy,  whereby  the 
well-disposed  may  not  be  drawn  to  presume, 
nor  the  rash  and  negligent  deltnqnent  driven  ta 
despair:  to  the  body,  first,  devotion,  to  pray 
for  the  safety  of  so  precious  an  head ;  Sndly, 
minds  and  will  to  obey  him  in  all  faithiul  loy- 
alty ;  Srdlv,  hands  and  hearts,  as  bretbren  in 
unity,  to  Aght  against  the  common  enemy  in 
defence  of  his  royal  dignity;  4thly,  purses  pre- 
pared and  open  to  supply  the  necessary  occ&> 
sions  of  his  sovereignty:  to  the  life,  bem^  the 
law,  belongeth,  first,  to  inform  you  our  pnnce, 
how  us  your  subjects  to  command;  2«dly, 
to  direct  us  your  subjects,  how  you  our  sove- 
reign to  obey ;  Srdly,  to  instruct  your  highnesses 
magistrates,  and  officers  of  justice,  with  know- 
ledge how  to  adjudge :  4tlily,  to  teach  your  mi- 
nisters of  goverment  the  mean  and  manner  how 
to  discipline ;  for  ignorance  of  laws  brinjjp  error 
in  judgment,  and  "error  or  corruption  in  judg* 
ment  is  the  very  plague  of  the  innocent:  t& 
soul,  being  execution,  requireth,  first,  to  pre- 
serve the  authority  of  laws  fi-om  contempt ;  SWly, 
to  maintain  the  power  of  government  in  his  ab- 
solute virtue ;  Sdly,  to  protect  the  oppressed 
from  the, tyranny  of  oppression;  4tlily,  tocro* 
rect  die  oppressors  with  the  sword  of  judi- 
cial censure,  that  your  l^ws  may  not  be  cob- 
webs to  punish  little  ffies,  and  let  themst 
escape ;  tor  lenity  and  gentleness  to  saat  so 
bad,  is  nodiing  else  but  cruelty  to  them  that 
are  good.  A  body  of  these  mixtures,  thus  com- 
pounded, is  both  to  the  prince  and  subjects  in 
earth,  and  all  earthl}^  things,  *  summum  bonum/ 
For  the  first  four  virtues  of  the  bead  Ood  is 
honomed,  the  people  governed,  enemies  ai^ 
repelled,  justice  without  tyranny,  and  mercy 
without  remissness  distributed.  By  the  secoisd 
four  duties  of  the  body,  the  head  b  secured, 
loyalty  performed,  royalty  defended,  sovcr-* 
eignty  in  wars  maintained,  and  in  peace  adorn* 
ed.  By  the  third  four  properties  of  the  Itft^ 
being  the  law^  coounandmeots  ate  rigbdy  ( 
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manded,  obedience  is  truly  yielded,  judj^raents 
"wiih  knowledge  ar*  pronounced,  executions 
without  error  executed.  By  the  last  four  of- 
fices of  the  soul,  being  execuDoa,  you  shall  find 
laws  in  authority  preserved,  govenimwit  in  bis 
virtue  maiatained,  the  oppressed  stroni'ly,  yea, 
graciously  protected,  and  ihe  oppressors  sliarpJy 
and  worthily  corrected.  And  if  any  kingdcmti 
and  body  politic  might  appropriate  the  per- 
foction  of  this  so  blessed  happiuesA  to  tbem- 
•el?es,  it  is  we,  now  your  maj/s  subjects,  in  our 
late  deceased  sovereigo  queen,  and  in  you,  our 
liege  and  living  king :  for  such  was  the  virtue 
of  her  princely  regiment,  that,  as  living,  she 
lived,  other  sex,  the  wonder  of  her  time;  so 
now  dead,  she  Itvcth  a  true  mirror  to  ail  suc- 
ceeding ages.  For  that  in  her  religion  she  was 
zealoca,  without  wavering;  in  her  counsels 
wise,  without  levity;  in  her  detcrminings  de- 
liberate, without  rashness ;  in  her  resolutions 
constant,  vCithout  mutabihty;  in  her  justice 
absolute,  without  cruelty ;  m  her  mercy  tem- 
perate, without  careless  remissness;  m  her 
dioice  of  magistrates  of  justice,  and  officers  of 
attelodance,  curiously  respective,  without  sud-» 
den  admission  ;  1st,  trying  their  deserts  by  the 
touchstone  of  her  councirs  censure;  and, 
Sudly,  approving  them  in  tlie  Bre  of  the  worth 
of  their  owii  virtues,  and  not  by  the  value  of 
their  own  corrupt-given  rewards ;  mii>likiiig 
anaky  ambition,  that  winds  itself  into  many 
figures,  till  it  slide  into  the  room  witich  it  de- 
sires; but  ever  condemning  it  as  an  evil  of 
dangerous  consequence,  to  place  worthless 
men  in  worthy  places  ;  foitiknowinir,  tliey  that 
want  true  sufficiency  to  raise  themselves,  will 
make  them  a  Indder  of  any  mischief:  'indly,  as 
a  thine;  to  herself  dishonourable,  unless  ^^ith 
virtue  she  held  the  scales,  and  wei«rhed  their 
deserts  in  the  balance  of  honour :  3rdly,  to  her 
subjects  intolerable,  to  impose,  or  suffer,  in 
place  of  jiisiicc,  a  bribing  and  corrupt  magis- 
trate :  and  lastly,  to  the  government  of  the 
estate,  she  esteemed  them  the  rocks  of  goveni- 
ment's  reproach,  the  quick-sands  of  true  jus- 
tice, and  the  whirlpool  of  the  commonwealth's 
decay;  wherein,  if  in  ought  milled  by  tl)e  error 
of  information  {from  which  the  king  of  Heaven 
only,  and  no  king  on  earth,  is  free)  theirs,  and 
not  her*s,  was  the  deserved  blame  of  that  of- 
fence ;  whose  example  tlierein,  beintr  dead,  if 
in  ought  so  misguided,  liveth  to  the  living  a 
lively  admonisher,  both  to  abhor  and  abandon 
temporising;  smoothers,  Matchavilian  politi- 
<fuers,  aud  c<^rrupt  bribing  informers,  as  the 
Tenemous  poisoners  of  virtue's  clear  fountain. 
By  which,  and  many  other  her  priocely  ^^overn- 
ments,  we,  her  people,  loved  her  with  our 
lie  arts  true  love ;  obeyed  her  with  concience, 
not  by  constraint;  feared  for  her,  never  feared 
by  her;  prayed  for  her  with  the  spirit  of 
faith;  and  hved  to  die  for  her  in  all  con- 
stant loyalty.  The  same  love,  the  same  obe* 
dience,  the  same  fear,  the  same  faith,  and 
the  sclt-same  loyalty,  we  still  ntain,  aod 
fiiithfully,  constantly,  and  religiously  profess, 
piotesty'aod  present  tP  your  mo*%  sacred  maj.- 
.  Vol.  I. 


resolving  ourselves,  that,  as  by  nature, '  you 
both  descended  fix>ni  that  blcsj?ed  root  of 
union,  utider  whom,  by  whom,  and  from  whom, 
she  did,  and  your  ranj.  now  doth,  wear  and 
bear  the  imperial  crown  and  scepter,  of  this 
thrice  blessed  monarchy;  that,  as  she  did,  so 
your  maj.  will  bud  the  like  or  greater  fruiis  of 
such  a  Solomon,  and  so  heroic  a  root ;  M-hore- 
of  your  zeal  in  religion,  your  unblemished  , 
course  of  life,  your  precedence  before  all  other 
princes  in  divine  and  mural  literature,  your 
temperance  in  disposition,  your  justice  in  your 
judgments,  your  mercy  to  delinquents,  and 
your  approved  magnunimity  in  dan.:crs,  these 
all  give  us  assurance,  that  we  have  but  ex- 
changed our  exquisite  queen  for  an  aij>oiute 
king :  and  if  success  of  ends  may  be  foreknown 
by  their  beginnings,  and  conclusions  n;>proved 
by  the  premises,  then  may  I  conclude,  that 
never  were  more  blessed  in  their  kinir,  nor 
king  more  beloved  and  liappv  in  his  people : 
for  such,  and  so  high,  was  and  is  our  esteem  of 
your  princely  deserts,  and  such,  and  so  great, 
did  and  do  we  value  tlie  price  of  your  eminent 
and  unmatchable  perfections,  that  without 
hearts  grudging,  minds  munuurinjr,  or  thoughts 
discontent  (some  few  imposiumed  persons, 
now  disvomited,  excepted)  you  wear,  and 
long  may  wear,  the  imperial  crown  of  this 
right  powerful  kingdom;  whose  people  your 
maj.  shall  find  by  profession  to  be  religious, 
without  fantastical  curiosity;  by  nature,  to  be 
resolute,  'withc»ut  insolency;  by  subjection,  to. 
be  loyal  and  faiihful,  without  treason  or  treach- 
ery; by  modci-ate  discipline,  lio  be  tractable 
and  obedient,  without  rebellion;  and  bylaw 
and  authority  only  to  seek  to  right '  theiV 
wronjTs,  without  treacherous  revenge,  or  pub- 
lic hostility;  and  yet,  *  inter  pares,'  impatient 
of  baseness  and  servility.  *  Jura  regalia'  they 
usurp  not ;  but  to  the  crown  they  do  their  re- 
verence, to  the  scepter  their  obedience,  and 
the  imperial  sword  they  only  fear;  tv hereby 
this  day,  t;hat,  to  foreign  enemies  and  domesti- 
cal discontents,  was  (ill  mens*  hope,  and  good 
mens'  f«^ar)  to  be  the  day  of  blood,  is  now  be- 
come the  day  of  England's  settled  peace  and 
joyful  safety ;  and  mav  well  be  said,  this  is 
the  day  that  the  Lord  finth  made,  let  England, 
rejoice  and  triumph' in  it;  tor  that  virtue  is 
now  no  treason,  nor  no  man  wiiheth  the  reign 
of  Augustus,  nor  spcdketh  of  the  first  times  of 
Tiberius.  And  although  some  fier\-spirited 
detractors  very  fault-hnding,  and  yet  very- 
faulty,  have  derogated  from  princes*  re<riroeDt, 
from  stales'  govt,  from  senates'  integrity,  i>om 
judges'  justice,  from  magistrates'  discipHjie, 
and  from  commons'  obedience;  yet  fcieij'jing 
time,  and  your  maj.'s  present  and  fjiture 'trial, 
shall  approve  it  a  regiment  never  more  re- 
nowned, a  govt,  never  more  conf:taiitly  settled, 
a  senate  never  more  justly  wise,  judges  never 
more  judicially  just,  masistrates  never  more 
respectively  vigilant,  nor  commons  never  more 
loyally  obedient;  and  although,  as  men,  sub- 
ject to  the  imperfections  of  men,  yet  from 
hands'  and  hearts'  comiptioa  as  free  iroiu  de-* 
35  • 
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Serving  aoctfsation  as  such  tnukcing  earwif^ 
are  guiltj  of  condemnation.  And  had  yo«tr 
ni^)ei»ty  before  your  priuccljt  arrival,  been 
«i  eye  and  an  ear-witness  to  the  prudent 
and  yrovideut  directions  and  cndearours  of 
flte  then  council  of  estate,  of  the  reg;ardful 
employment  of  the  nobility,  of  the  vigilant 
drcumspcction  of  the  odiccrs  and  mmisiers  of 
jasticc,  and  generally  of  the  loyal  confonaity 
and  obedience  o(  the  commouSyuU  in  their  se- 
veral ranks  endeavouring  and  ugrcciog,  with 
'  hearts'  t»*uc  united  consent,  to  your  higlmcs.N's 
instuluieiit;  you  then  would,  out  of  yo«r 
j>ri»ccly  judgment,  ratlicr  have  approved  it  a 
free  election  than  a  descending  right;  wherein 
they  expressed  tlieir  Judirnieiits  in  your  un- 
doulitcd  tide,  mauilcsted  tlicir  reverend  i-c- 
lipects  to  >our  liijrh  and  adiuirid  virtues,  and 
approved  tlieir  loyalty  to  your  approved  rn>wn 
iuul  hcepter.  And  nkhough  the  policies  of 
precedent  time  did  iY>rbcar  tlie  pubhc  deciara- 
tion  of  your  then  tiiture,  and  tiow  present 
riuHt;  yet  was  both  the  liead  and  the  body  so 
far  t'rom  purpose  to  impeach  the  same,  that 
txjntidcntly  1  believe,  and  boldly  dare  alhrro, 
that  neither  ^bo  nor  they  ever  thought  thought 
or  dreamed  dream  to  ofier  wrong  to  your  sue- 
eesbiun  therein  ;  but  as  the  one  was  in  policy 
ibrborn,  fco  in  conscience  the  other  was  never 
purpoiscd.  Aiul  now,  since  God,  to  whose 
oiils  prerogative  the  itithronizing  and  di.^^thron- 
izing  of  kings  appertaineth,  hath,  by  the  setting 
ol*  her  sun,  raised  and  spread  the  beams  of 
your  iilory,  and  bv  calling  her  to  his  heavenly 
wr^ice  hath  freecf  her  from  lier  temporal  regi- 
ment, and  hath,  out  of  his  divuie  providence, 
crowned  you  with  the  same  crown,  blessed 
you  with  the  same  religion,  enriched  you  with 
the  same  dominions,  and  strengthened  you 
with  the  hearts  of  the  f  elf-seme  subjects  and 
people;  that,  as  she  did,  so  your  maj.  will  be 
pleased  to  protect  us  in  our  rehgion,  U)  favour 
us  m  our  loyalties,  to  cherish  us  in  our  obedi- 
ence, imd  to  nourish  us  in  our  faithful  subjec- 
tion. And  as  to  her,  so  to  you,  we  ftiithfuUy 
firostrate  and  subject  ourselvcs;  our  state,  and 
ives  to  he  disposed  and  sacriticcd  for  niid  in 
j^r  mi^i.'s  service;  relipousiy  praying,  that 
vour  higlmcss's  ^vt.  and  'our  subjection  may 
be  to  God  pleaaii^;  to  yo%  our  sovereign,  ab- 
itilute ;  to  enemies  and  traitors  powerful  and 
fearful ;  and  to  all  true  devoted  subjects  fruit* 
ful  and  comfortable :  then  shaU  God  be  glori- 
liod,  yom-  maj.  renowned,  religion  advanced, 
nnd  your  state  and  people  secured  from  Pope*s 
cursings,  enemies'  oppreepions,  and  traitors' 
tiieacl^ries;  wlieretmto  ^1  true  EngHsh  hearts 
say,  Ameo.  And  thus  being  by  the  rules  of 
discretion  foretold,  that  to  offend  your  sacred 
ears  with  *  intilta>'  since  to  satisfy  your  gra- 
ei<ius  expectation  with  *  mukum'  is  denied  'Me, 
were  an  error,  of  errors  the  most  errotMons. 
Tlierefbre,  since  I  retain  not  the  virtue  of  the 
ooe,  give  me  leave,  most  magnificent  sove- 
Deign,  to  prevent  the  error  of  the  other ;  and 
in  lliefte  few  words  be  pica^  to  receive  as 
much  t^  can  be  conceived,  may  proceed  irom 


a  man  and  mind,  truly  and  wholly  defoted  to* 
your  sclirice;  who  desifftli  no  kMiger  to 
bieatbe^  than  st>  to  breathe,  that  his  breath 
imy  breathe  out  to  your  maj.  loyalty,  foiUv 
and  obedience,  whereof  his  Mle  and  deatk 
shall  be  bis  pawn  and  pkdoe:  who  here,  opoa 
the  knees  ot  my  doty,  m  all  hiu»ilicy,  do  pie* 
sent  to  your  gracious  consideration  live  ^'Cti*- 
tions;  the  benefit  of  three  whereof  are  peciJiar 
to  mine  own  particular,  the  other  two  to  tbe- 
knights,  burgesses,  and  membrrs  of  the  lower 
house  of  pari.  The  first  whereof  is,  that  if,  in 
your  ip^eious  ej^es,  ears,  or  judgment,  during 
the  time  of  this  mine  emphjymcnt  and  ber*  ^ 
vice,  I  have,  do,  or  shall?  through  my  imper- 
fect ions  (which  already  appear  to  your  maj.  tu 
be  too  tmi  many)  eitlier  in  manner,  form,  aw 
matter,  neglect  that  which  1  ought  to  hmve 
performed,  or  err  in  that  which  1  ought  not  to 
have  done,  that  your  maj.  will  be  |1eased,  o«t 
ofyourclemenrv,  rather  to  commiw^rate  the 
same,  tlum  out  of  your  justibe  therein  to  cor* 
n*ct  my  unwilHng  committed  errors.  Second* 
ly,  that  if  any,  by  private  hifiommtion,  enden* 
vour  to  possess  your  sacred  ears  with  m^er  of 
blemish  or  detraction  concerning  my  course  of 
proceeding,  that  your  gntcious  censure  thereof 
may  be  suspended,  until,  by  your  pleasure,  I 
be  called  to  my  trial  and  your  judgment :  for 
that  mauy  tlniigs  may  be  either  miscarried  or 
misconceived  in  causes  of  this  nnture. — Third- 
ly, that  as  occasion  shall  move,  I  may,  by  your 
royal  favour,  be  permitted  acows  to  yom 
princely  presence,  in  places  and  tiroes  convex 
nient,  for  such  niegociations,  as  the  duty  of  my 
place  shaU  require.  Fourthly,  ••••."  Whnt 
followed  is  omitted  in  the  Journals;  but  il 
could  be  no  more  than  the  common  form  of 
asking  for  liberty  of  speech,  &c.  which,  ne 
usual,  was  granted, 

Jjfront  offered  to  m  Member,]  The  first 
thing,  the  Commons  went  upon,  when  they 
were  returned  to  their  own  house,  was,  to. 
examine  into  a  complaint,  then  made,  by  sir 
Herbert  Crofts,  one  of  their  members.  It 
seems  thb  gent,  coming  up" with  others  to  he^c 
the  king's  speech,  in  the  liou!>e  of  lords,  hni^ 
the  door  shut  opon^liim ;  aud  one  Bryan  Tashev 
a  veoman  of  the  guard,  violently  repulsed  str 
licrbert,  saying,  «  Goodman  Bonnets  you  come 
not  here.'  This  was  resented  as  an  affront  to 
the  whole  house ;  and  it  might  have  proved 
\-exatious,  had  not  one  of  the  officers  of  state 
made  up  the  matter;  so  the  house  was  coo* 
tented  with  Ta^ho's  acknowledjgtug  and  wkmg 
pardon  for  hts  fault,  and  receiving  a  rqmmand 
from  the  Speaker,  on  his  knees,  at  the  bar 
for  it. 

Aci  forrecfignmng  the  Km^t  TUleA  The- 
first  bill  that  was  brought  into  the  Lords  boiw 
this  title,  <  A  most  ioytul  and  just  ReeogoitioA 
of  the  immediate,  hiwihl,  and  undoubted  Sne* 
cession,  Descent,  and  Ki^bt  of  tbe  Crown/ 
In  the  coufR  ^  two  dayv  it  pnssed  the  Lords^ 
and  was  sent  down.  Cky  the  Commons,  by  aw 
estraordinnrycsaiaussiom  TheCommooswctw 
no  less  eager  to  pay  their  complimenu  to  their 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


pr]     PARL  HISTORY,  1  James  I.  1603.— r^c  Case  between  Sir  F.  Goodain,  ^c.      (996 

debated  again,  and  bftd  ordered  them  to  coo* 
fer  with  tt^  ConiQions  upon  it.  Whereupon, 
the  Commons,  by  their  Speaker,  gave  their 
reasons  to  the  king,  why  tbey  eouM  not  adnnt 
of  this  innovation.  But  all  th^y  could  obtuin 
was,  that  in!>tead  of  a  conference  with  tlie 
Lords,  the  king  commanded  them  to  confer 
with  the  judges.  This  pleased  them  i^q  mor^ 
than  tlie  other.  They  set  down  their  reason*  ^ 
in  writing,  and  delivered  them  at  the  CounciU  ^ 
Chamber,  to  desire  their  lordships  to  intercct^ 
for  them  to  the  king,  not  to  vioh^te  their  pri^ 
yileges.  The  answer  was,  the  king  absolutely 
commanded  thpm  to  have  ^  conference  witi\ 
the  judges,  The  Commons  were  extremely 
surpjTsed  at  so  absolute  ap  o^or,  Mcan-i 
whrie,  fearing  to  be  accused  of  too  easily  cn-t 
caging;  in  a  quarrel  with  the  king,  they  thought; 
It  more  proper  to  yield,  thay  stand  out,  ftilly 
bent  however  to  aahere  to  what  had  been  dc-» 
termincd  in  the  case  of  the  contested  "Election. 
Ct'rtainly  the  king  had  engaged  in.  a  very  t>ic^ 
afiair,  and  probably  would  not  have  come  ijif 
with  lionour,  had  he  not  been  disengaged  hy 
Goodwin's  moderation.  Sir  Francis  chusiii** 
to.  iorfeit  his  right  rather  than  occasion  a  quui:* 
rel  between  tlie  King  i^nd  the  Commotes,  de^ 
sired  the  house  to  order  the  county  of  Huckft* 
to  elect  another  knight  in  his  steady  The 
King  and  Conamons  equally  accepted  of  fh^ 
expedient,  which  prevented  them  trom  coming 
to  extremities ;  but  the  kipg  fou^d  from  hence, 
that  no  great  account  was  made  at'  the  pro^^ 
damation  upon  calling  the  p^rl.  whereby  he 
meant  tg  be  master  of  the  elections.**^  Thu$ 
far  mr.  Rapin.  T^is  Case  o/sir  Fra.  Goftd>*in 
was  printed,  by  order  of  the  I{ousc  of  Com-* 
mons,  in  17CX*j  ander  the  duxjction  of  lioU, 
Har^y,  esq,  (afterwards  earl  of  Oxford)  tlie«. 
Speaker,  on  occfwuol^  ^  the  fiuQous  debute, 
at  tliat  time,  iipon  the  Aylesbury  ElectipJi, 

The  Cose  beUceen  sir  t'runcis  Qoodwin  and 
sir  Jphn  Fortescue,  relative  to  a  Rctuni  for 
the  Countt;  of  Buckingham.]  Tlje^  first  motioi\^ 
was  made  on  the  2  id  of  Mnrcli,  by  bir  Wn\ 
Fleetwood,  one  of  the  knights  returned  foij 
the  county  of  Bucks,  on  th^  behalf  of  sir 
Fra.^  Goodwin,  knt.  who,  upon  the  first  w  rit 
of  summons  directed  to  the  alieriif  of  Bucks,^ 
was  elected  the  first  knt.  for^  that  shire ;  but 
the  i-eturn  of  b'l^  election  being  made,  it  \m\$ 
refused  by  the  clerk  of  tlje  crowu,  (fuia  ut/c^ 
g(ttus  :  and  because  sir  John  Fortcbcoe^  uj><>a 
a  9d  writ,  was  elected,  and*  entered  in  th.tt 
place,  bis  desire  was.  That  t^Mi  Return  miv,ltt 
be  examined,  tyrd  sir  Fra,,  Goodwin  receivect 
as  a  member  of  the  house.  The  house  gave 
way  to  the  motion ;  anci  foe  i^  more  delibemt» 
and  judicial  proceeding  in  a  ca3«  of  Privilege 
so  important  la  the  bouse^  Ocdorcd,  "  Tha^ 
the  Serjeant  (the  proper  otficcr  of  the  house) 
should  give  warning  to.  the  clerk  of  ^c  crown, 
to  appear  at  the  bar  aj.  8  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  and  to  briug  with  him  all  the  writs 
of  summons,  indentures,  and  returns  of  elec- 
tions for  the  county  of  Btu:ks,  made  and  re^ 
turoed  foe  this  parl^;  aud.  U>  giv;;^ wm^  aUOr 


new  kinc ;  fgr  March  31,  we  find  this  entry  in 
0»  Lords'  Journals.  «  This  day  the  bill  in- 
•  titttled  *  An  act  for  a  most  joyful  and  ju3t  re- 
cogmtion,  &c.'  was  return^  to  their  lordshi))8 
from  the  lower  house,  by  the  han^s  of  mr, 
tec.  Herbert,  accompanied  by  the  most  part 
•f  the  knights  and  burgesses  of  the  said  house, 
who  sicniiied  their  joyful  ucceptation  of  the 
said  bill,  and  t^r  willingness  in  expediting  it, 
by  giving  3  several  readitigs  to  U»e  siwne,  as 
•oon  as  tliey  received  it." 

A  gnmd  Vonferenee  between  the  Two  Houses,] 
March  36.  On  a  motion  o{  the  lord  Cecil,  a 
Conference  was  agreed  upon  to  be  had  with  a 
certain  number  of  the  Lower  House,  concern-^ 
ing  the  public  State  of  the  Nation ;  and  on 
two  things,  in  particular.  Purveyors  and  Rr» 

2t>ite  of  Homage.  To  which  the  Commons 
esh^d  might  be  added  anotlier  article  con^ 
ceming  the  matter  of  Wards :  answer  was  re- 
lumed back,  by  the  Lords,  "  That  they  hked 
well  the  motion  for  a  Conference,  tquchuig  tlie 
last  mentioned  matter.  But,  with  all,  because 
there  were  several  other  things  that  did  con-. 
cem  the  public  state ;  of  which  it  wai*,  like- 
wise proper  to  have  conference,  before  hand, 
for  the  better  furtherance  of  the  public  set-. 
rice ;  and,  in  regard,  the  said  matters  were 
of  importance^  their  lordshi)>s  desire  them  to 
^crease  -tlie  number  of  their  committee  as 
they  intended  to  do  theirs.  A  lai^ge  com- 
mittee of  lords  were  accordingly  appointed, 
consisting  of  9  earls,  1  vise.  6  bps.  t^od  13 
barons;  who  were  to  be  attended  by  the  S 
lord  chief  justices^  4  judges,  mr.  serjeant 
Crook,  and  mr.  attorney-general.  The  com-, 
mons  deputed  about  ^  knights  and  bo^sj^e^ 
of  their  house ;  imd  this  is  all  that  tlie  Jour- 
pah  of  the  Lords  mention  of  this  matter.  But 
the  Journals  of  the  Commons  are  mol  so 
silent ;  for  it  was,  indeed,  a  business  of  im- 

e)rtance  to  the  Liber»^ies  and  Privileges  erf  that 
.  ouse.  Rapin,  (f^oin  Coke)  represents  -this 
nflfair  as  another  instance  of  this  kingS  nimiug 
V  absolute  power.  In  order  to  introduce  tliis 
matter,  we  shall  give  a  paragraph  from  this 
mithor*s  Histo^-y  of  England,  (v.  0,  p^  168) 
and  then  tnbjoin.  the  whole  Accouixt,  as  it 
Kands  in  the  journals  of  ;he  Commons  at  this 
liny.  "  Immediately  after  the  opening  of  the 
pari,  the  Commons  examining,  according  to. 
custom,  the  contested  Elections,  there  was  a 
"iebalc  in  the  bouse  about  the  return  of  sir 
Trancis  Goodwin,  and  sir  John  Fortescue,  for 
knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Bucks, 
and  upon  4  full  hearint;,  sir  Francis  was  de-* 
flared  duly  elected.  Three  days  after,  the 
•jDrds  sent  a  message  to  the  Commons,  that 
there  might  be  a  conference  about  X^oodwin's 
tiettion.  The  Commons  surprised  at  so  Ex- 
traordinary a  message,  answered,  They  did 
^ot  think  themselves  obliged  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings,  and  therefore  could 
not  grant  the  confisrence  required.  The  Lords 
replied,  the  king  having  been  acqnainted  with 
vrhat  had  passed  in  Goodwin's  cate,  thought 
.  ^p^n^  o^pged  m  bonouir  to  h«v€  the  nmr 


Digiti?ed  by  LjOOQIC 


999]    PAKL.  HISTORY,  1  James  I.  160X—The  Cote  betucen  Sir  Francis  Goodicin,    [lOOa 

to  sir  Ffa.  Goodwin,  to  attend  in  person,  whom  '  and  rf moving  of  all  stambling-blocks,  tbat  the 
their  pleasure  was  to  hear,  ore  ternuy  to  dc-  •  fonner  committees  may,  in  a  2d  confeiCDCc 
liirr  t\ic  bthle  of  hU  own  cause,  and  the  man-  t  to  be  had,  l*ave  authority  to  treat  touchio^ 
ncr  and  tchsobs  of  the  proceeding  in  the  the  Case  of  sir  Fra.  Good\Tin,  the  knt.  for 
election  of  the  knij,lils  of  the  bhire  for  tiiat  i  Buckinghamshire,  first  of  all,  before  any  other 
ciouiify."  I  matter  .  were    farther  proceeded   in."      The 

iSJurth  23.  Sir  George  Coppin,  clerk  of  the  Answer  to  this  message  was,  (as  usoal), 
crovMi,  tippoHrtd  at  die  bar  accordingly,  and 
produced  all  the  writs  of  summons,  inden- 
tures, an<l  return*  made  of  ihtj  knights  for  , 
Buclaiit^'.aui^hiie  for  t'is  pari.;  which  were 
sevcr<iU>  read  by  tJjt'  clerk  of  the  house,  and 
then  the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  commanded 
to  reiire  to  the  door :  and  after,  sir  Fra.  Good- 
win  him^ch'  utundiuf;  to  know  the  pleasure  of 
the  lioufec,  was  called  in,  to  deliver  the  state 
of  hi^  own  cause,  ore  tenus;  wheiein  he  was 
heard  at  lar^e,  and  cominaodrd  acnin  to  retire 
until  the  hou!>e  had  d<  termiatd  wh^t  to  do. 
In  this  moan  time  the  whole  C'ai>c  was  at  lar^e 
-  opeut  d,  and  argued  *  pro  et  contra,*  by  sundry 
learned  and  grave  members  of  the  house;  and 
al'ter  much  dispute,  the  Question,  was  a;;rocd 
upon  and  male:"  *  Whether  sir  Fra.  Goodwin 
Aveio  Luv fully  elected  and  re!urncd  one  of  the 
k:n*:his  tor  liucks,  and  ou^bt  to  be  admitted 
an  I  received  as  a  ijieml)er  of  this  honker' 
"Upon  this  (iiic-ti(wi,  it  was  re>olved  in  the 
aUirmative,  *lhni  he  vus  la  a  fully  elected  and 
returned,  and,  (</<  Juifj,  ought  to  he  received.* 
Hereupon  the  c'erk  of  the  crown  was  com- 
iiiUinled  to  lile  the  lir^r  in  ItMture  of  re'»:rn: 
and  order  wa-.  given,  Thut  sir  Francis  shouhi 


That  they  would  return  'answer  by 
sengers  of  their  own." — ^9^^  ^^  message  it 
w  as  ari;ued  by  some,  **  That  in  no  sort  they 
should  pive  account  to  the  Lords  of  their  pro- 
ceediua^  in  the  house  ;  but  tliat  mr.  Speaker 
should  from  the  house  bo  a  suitor  to  his  maj. 
to  have  access,  and  as  their  common  mouth 
give  his  highness  satisfaction  by  direction  froqi 
the  house  :  that  now  tlie  judgment  of  sirFra. 
Goodwin's  Case  haviug  passed  the  house,  it 
could  not,  nor  ought  not^  to  be  reversed  bj 
them.  A  precedent,  an.  2?  Eliz.  cited;  where 
a  bill  broiighi  down  from  the  Lord»,  upon  the 
1st  readin*^  v\as  rejected;  the  Lords  sent  mes- 
sciigcrs  to  demand  a  reason  of  their  judgment: 
it  was  denied  to  yield  any  reason."  Thisar- 
;;unient '  brout^ht  forth  this  question,  which 
mr.  Speaker  v\as  ordered  by  the  house  pre- 
^ently  to  make,  viz.  Whether  they  should  con- 
fcE  with  the  Lords,  touching  the  Case  of  sir 
Fra.  Goodwin,  the  knt.  for  ^ckinghamshirc ? 
and  ix'aolved.  That  they  should  not.  It  was 
then  considered  as  fit  to  return  some  answer 
fo  the  messai;e  from  the  Lords;  and  mr.  sec. 
Ilerlicrt,  with  some  other  of  the  committees, 
were  uppoiiUed  tf)  deliver  to  their  Iord:>hips 


j;ie'»eii»ly  lake  ihc  oath  of  s^^  re  niary  afc  usual,  [  tVom  ihc  houjrc,  "That  they  did  conceive  it 
and  hi*^  place  m  the  house;  which  he  did  ac-  '  did  not  t^taiid  in  Iwnour  and  oixler  of  thehouse. 


cnr.inj^ly. 

'.Miircii  27.  Sir  Fra.  Bacon,  in  reporting  a 
confLrencc  with  the  Lo^d^,  toucljug  wardthip 
and  oiher  thing?,  reported,  That  a  lord  ^our  lied 
thi*  (  uao  of  sir  Fra.  (Joodwi.i  as  a  ^hiuz  he 
Lad  heard  at  large,  but  did  noL  understand  ii ; 
and  the;eforc  desired  to  '^aow  ft  more  parti- 
cularly from  this  house.  To  which  answer  was 
made,  That  Uiay  had  no  warrant  from  the 
house  to  sj;eak  of  it. — Sir  Kdw.  Cokc,his  maj.'s 
attorney-j^cneral,  and  mr.  dr.  Houe,  bring  a 
juessiijjc  irom  the  Lords,  expressing  ^vith  what 
acceptation  their  lordsliips  entertained  Uieir 
motion  yesterday,  not  only  for  the  matter, 
being  of  very  great  weiglit  and  consequence, 
but e.-pecially  for  the  manner;  namely,  '^That, 
touching  wardship,  they  would  not  petition  for 
eace  in  it  as  a  maUer  of  wrong,  btit  of  grief; 
and  pray  to  he  relieved  hy  grace,  and  not  l)y 
justice:  and  their  lordships  (or  answer  weic 
desirous,  and  moved  at  that  time  to  couple  in 
the  same  petition  the  matter  of  grievruice, 
of  resjdte  of  honM-u^c;  which  his  maj.  out  of 


to  jiive  account  of  any  their  proceedings  or 
doiufs:  br.r  if  their  lordships  hare  any  pur- 
pose to  cunfor  for  the  residue,  rhat  then  tbcT 
will  be  ready  at  such  time  and  place,  and  witi 
such  number  as  their  lordships  shall  think 
meet."  Upon  the  last  message  to  the  lords, 
the  messengers  return,  "  Tlmr  titeir  lordships 
would  prcseoily  send  answer  by  mesiK;ngers  of 
thicir  own." — Sir  Edw.  Coke,  his  roaj.*s  at- 
torney-gen. dr,  Carcw,  dr.  Hone,  and  mr. 
lyndall,  delivered  from  the  Lords,  "  That 
their  lordships  taking  notice  in  particular  of 
the  return  of  the  siieriflf  of  Buck«;  and  ac- 
qutiiiiting  his  maj.  with  it,  his  highness  con- 
ceived himself  engaged  and  toucl»cd  in  honour 
that  there  might  be  some  conference  of  it  be- 
tween the  two  houses;  and  to  that  end,  sig- 
nified his  pleasure  linto  them,  and  by  them  to 
tliis  Iwuse."  Upon  this  Message,  so  extraor- 
dinary and  imcxpected,  the  hou*e  entered 
into  some  consideration  wliat  were  tit  to  be 
done ;  and  it  was  resolved,  **  That  his  inig. 
might  be  moved  for  access  the  next  day.    And 


his  gracious  favour  and  love   to   his  people,    afterwards  they  understood  his  pleasure  to  be, 
had   himself   Liken   knowledge  of.      /\nd   as  '  That  they  should  attend  at  White 


they  couceivo  it  to  he  likely,  that  t!;e  con- 
ference may  continue  between  the  2  houses, 
touching  the  .'jaid  matters;  as  thev  arc  very 
zealous  of  ilie  furtherance  of  their  purpose, 
50  are  they  jealous  of  any  impediment  that 
may  breed  lett  or  hindrance  therein:  there- 
fore they  dcbiicj  for  a  more  clear  proceeding 


hitehallatd  the 
next  mornmg.  But  because  Uie  time  was  tbca 
somewhat  far  spent,  they  ordered,  That  the 
house,  with  mr.  Speaker,  should  meet  at  6  the 
next  morning  in  the  house.  Yet  afore  their 
rising,  xthey  thought  fit  to  name  a  comraiitee 
of  29  members,  to^t  down  the  effect  of  th^ 
which  mr.  Speider  was  to  deliver  froiA  t^t 
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liouse  to  the  king,  who  were  to  meet  a(  4  that 
afternoon  at  the  pariiauient-cbainber  in  the 
Middie-TeuQple. — Accordingly, 

March -28.  JN^r.  speaker,  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  houbc,  assembled  at  6  in  the  morn- 
ing, with  a  purpose  to  treat  and  resolve  what 
should  be  delivered  to  his  maj.  (being  appojntcd 
to  attend  iiim  the  same  morning  at  8)  touch^ 
ing  the  reasons  of  their  proceeding  in  sir  IVa. 
4Qt}odwin's  Case :  but  because  tiic  iiouse  was 
pot  then  thought  full  enougli  for  a  matter  of 
^at  consequence,  they  proceeded  to  the 
reading  oi*  bills.  Upon  motion  touciiing  mr. 
Speaker's  attendance  on  the  king,  a  committee 
was  named  to  accompany  him,  consisting  of 
all  the  privy-council,  bjnng  mtjnbcrs  of  the 
J[iouse,  and  67  more.  Mr.  Speaker,  together 
Ivith  tljese  comra  trees,  were  this  day,  at  8  in 
the  morqing,  appointed  to  attend  hism^.  and  to 
relate  the  reasons  of  the  procecriing  qf  the 
tiouse  iu  sir  Fra  Goodwin's  Case;  whore, 
upon  answer  or  feply,  s^ch  lawyers  as  be  of 
the  cf)miuittre  are  to  give  their  ii>sistance. 

March  29th.  Mr.  .^eiUicr  related  v\hat  he 
had  delivered  to  tlie  King  by  warrtnt  from  the 
bouse,  touching  tlu  ir  proceeding  in  sir.  Fras. 
Goodwin  s  case,  and  his  maj/s  answer;  where- 
of, because  part  was  afterwajds  penned  by  se- 
lect committees,  read  in  t!:c  house,  and  of- 
fered in  writing  to  the  kiaL',  he  had  hut  toucii- 
^d  the  heads,  cuiiiiiag  many  ciicuiiistances. 
tie  said,  he  first  delivered,  1,  tiie  Manuer  and 
Matter."  2,,  thou  such  iVt^cedents  as  had 
been  vouched  and  stood  upon.  3,  he  opened 
the  body  of  tiie  law  fur  el^Ttioa.  The  tir^t 
writ  of  summons,  dated  ult.  Jan.  before  »t he 
pari.:  the  vrit  is^ueci  cl"^y:  tl^e  liheiiy  was 
free,  by  that  writ;,  to  choose  in  '.  pi  en  J  comir 
tatu  :'  thoelectioi\  was  made  accoiding  to  that 
writ,  and  the  indenture  duly  returned;  and 
tliereibre  adjudged  by  the  liouse.  That  this 
first  election  being  good,  the  second  was  con- 
sequently void.  F(ir  the  mat^r  of  Utlawry 
Against  sir  F,  Goodwin,  there  was  one.  pruse- 
cuted  agamst  him,  at  the  suit  of  Johnson,  31 
£liz.  for  60 1.  and  was  laid  a>id  proceeded  in 
the  Hustings,  London.  Another,  at  the  suit 
of  one.Ilacker,  for  161,  39  Eiiz.  That  sir 
Francis  had  since  been  chosen,  a.imitted,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  this  house,.in  the  seve-. 
ral  parUaments  holden  39  and  -13  ^Wz.  Tiiat 
the  Utlawry  remained  in  the  Hustings,  fo  as 
the  law  could,  not  take  notice  oi  it;  neither 
was  it  pleadabLe.  1  Kliz.  one  Smith  was  found 
utlawed,  ^nd  priviledgtd  by  the  house.  23 
Eliz.  one  Vaughan  utlawed,  and,  upon  the 
question  and  division  of  the  house,  priviledged, 
being  carried  with  the  diifercnce  of  6  voices. 
35  Eliz.  3  precedents  vouched.  39  Hen,  VI. 
[Here  the  accurate  editor  of  the  printed  Jour- 
idals  makes  tliis  remark,  "  The  words  (39  H.  6.) 
seem  to  be  improperly  inserted  her«^,  and  are, 
in  tljo  book  of  notes,  placed  before  the  cita- 
tion of  Smyth's  case,  1  Eliz.  and  in  the  mar- 
gin of  tbe  Journal  itself  against  these  words  is 
written  Qw^rc."]  Fitz-Herbert :  the  case  not 
judged,  but  opinions  dcjivered.    Mr,  John  Kil- 


]  legree,  having52  utlawries  returned  against  htti4 
was  admitted  to  serve  in  the  house.    Sir  Wm. 
llarecourt  wz^s  found  18'times  utlawed,  anq 
yet  Vras  admitted  to  ser\e,    Tlie  manner  o^ 
the  Eitoion  is  limited   by  the  statute.   Tho 
supposed  ntlawi^,  31  Eliz.  gainst  sirFraiids 
was  no  utlawry  at  all ;  for  wheresoever  i^  mai^  ^ 
is  sued,  tlie  proclamation  Qu^ht  to  go  into  the 
county  where  tbe  party  dwcTleth,  or  else  tbo 
utlawry  is  not  good.     29  and  43  Eliz.    The 
general  pardon  is  good  for  uttawries,  against 
all,  saving  the  party  at  whose  suit.    31  Eliz, 
It   was    franciscus  Goodwin,  gen,     39  Eliz, 
Franciscus  Goodv\in,  armig.     The  sheriff  is  no 
jucige  of  tbe  utlawry,  neither  could  take  no^ 
iice  it  was   the    same  man;    and  therefor^ 
could  not  properly  return  him  utlawed. — ^Tiiat 
his  maj.  answered,  "  He  was  loth  he  should 
be  forced  to  alter. hb  tune^  and  that  he  should 
now  change  it  into  matter  of  grief,  by  way  ot 
contestation."    He  did  sample  it  to  the  mur- 
mi:r  and  contnidiction  of  the  peoplo  of  Is^ 
rnel.     lie  djd  not  attribute  the  cause  of  hit 
grief  to  any  purpose  in-  the  liouse  to  offenil( 
him,  but  only  to  a  mistaking  of  the  law.     For 
matters  of  fact,  he  answered  them  all  particu* 
Jarly,  That   for  his   part  Ke   was  indiifcrent 
wlu^h  of  tliem  was  chosen,  sir  John  or  sir 
Frt;ucis:  that  they  could  suspect  no  special 
aill't'iion  in  him,  hecause  this  was  a  couusellpr    • 
nut  brought  in   by  himself.     That  he  had  nQ 
purpose  to  imj  eaph  thoir  priviledge;  but  since 
they  deii\ed   all  matters   of  priviledge  from 
hnn,    and    by   his  grant,   he   expected   thej 
should  not  be  turned  against  liim.     That  thcr«| 
was  no  precedent  did  >uit  tliis  case  fully;  pre- 
cedents in  the  times  of  minors,  of  tyrants,  of 
women,  of  simple  kings,  not  to  be  credited, 
because  for  some  private  ends.     By  the  law 
thi^  liouse  ought  no^  t<>  ijpeddle  with  returns, 
being  all  made  into  the  chancery,  and  are  U^ 
be  corrected  or  reformed  by  tliat  court  only, 
into  which  they  are  ^-eturned.     An.  35  H.  6, 
It  was  the  resolution  of  all  the  judges^  that 
matter  of  utlawry  Uas  t^  sufficient  cause  of 
djsnus.«.ion  of  atiy  member  out  of  the  hous^. 
Tlmt  the  judges  have  now  resolved.  That  sii 
F.  Go.odwyi  standeth  utlawed  accoroing  to  the 
laws  of  this  Und.    In  conclusion,  it  was  hi^ 
niaj.'s  special  charge  unto  us.  That,  1,  tlie 
course  already  taken  should  be  truly  reported. 
2,  that  we  should  debate  tbe  matter,  and,  re- 
solve amongst  ourselves.     3,  that  we  should 
admit  of  conference  with  the  judges.    4,  that 
wc  should  make  report  of  all  the  proceedings 
unto  the  council."    This  relation  being  made, 
the  house  did  not  cuter  jnto  any  further  consi- 
deration of  the  matter  at  that  time;  but  re- 
solved and  ordered,   That  it  should  be  the 
fust  matter  moved  the  next  morning. 

March  30th.  It  was  moved  and  urged  by  a 
mejnher,  touciiing  the  difference  now  on  foot 
l3etween  the  king  and  the  bouse,  "  that  there 
is  just  fear  of  some  great  abuse  in  the  late 
Election.  That  iu  hts  conscience  the  king 
hath  been  much  misinformed;  and  that  he  haa 
too  many  misinfonpers,  wbicU  he  prayed  GpS^ 
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nrglit  be  removed  or  lessened  in  their  number/ 
That  now  the  Case  of  sir  John  Fort«tcuc  aiid 
pir  Is.  Goodwin  was  become  the  Case  of  the 
.whole  kingdom.  That  old  lawyers  forj^ei,  and 
commonly  interpret  tiic  law  arcordiug  to  the 

'  time ;  tliat  by  tfiis  eoursc  the  free  election  of 
the  country  is  taken  away,  and  none  shall  be 
chobcn  but  such  as  shall  please  the  king  and 
council.  J^t  us  theiefore,  with  fortitude,  un- 
derstanding, and  sincerity,  seek  to  maintain 
our  privilcdge;  which  cannot  be  taken  or  con- 
•trued  any  contempt  in  us,  but  merely  a  main- 
tenance of  our  common  rieht,  which  our  an- 
cestors have  left  us,  and  is  just  and  fit  Ibr  us  to 
transfer  to  our  posterity.** 

Another,  for  ft  law  .to  be  made,  "That  ne- 
ver any  man  outlawed  should  shew  his  face 
bero  a^aiu.  The  ditTcrcncc,  he  observed,  was 
some  unre&pective  carriage  towards  his  nuy.  in 
•this  mutter :  and  therefore  let  our  proceeding 
be  dutiful  and  careful  towards  him,  m  advising 
of  some  speedy  course  to  give  his  maj.  satis- 
factimi'}  tnat  is  (as  he  conceived)  according  to 
the  king's  project,  first,  to  advise  amongst  our- 
selves, and  then  to  confer  with  the  judges,  not 
fw  parliament-men,  but  as  counsellors;  not  as 
though  they  were  to  reverse  our  errors,  but 
that  we  might  be  better  informed ;  not  now 
the  case  of  sir  John  and  sir  Francis,  but  a 
paae  of  great  diA'ereuce  between  the  king  and 
us,  «rhercin  we  are  deeply  to  c(»nsider  the  con- 
sequence'if  this  pique  be  bruited  in  tfie  coun- 
tiQT,  abnmd,  or  beyond  the  seas.  It  is  fit  we 
}et  the  king  see  1k)w  much  we  take  to  heart 
this  matter,  sytbence  our  affections  have  so 
much  appeared  in  the  passing  and  present  ex- 
jMsditing  of  the  act  of  recognition.  &o,  CWr ^ 
That  we  should  tender  our  humble  petition  to 
his  mty.  for  leave  tq  make  a  law  for  the  ba- 
pishinf  of  all  outlawg  liereafter  from  the  pari. 
|md  pray  that  we  majf  bold  all  our  pnviledges 
entire.** 

A  3rd,  <'  Tbit  «f  Might  not  to  contest  with 
fhe  king ;  that  it  h  it  to  have  a  conference : 
^hat  by  it  we  shall  lose  no  privjlrgc,  but  rather 
gain ;  for  ^lie  matters  of  the  conference  will  he 
iwOj  satisJactiou  of  the  king^  and  puirinji  in 
(certainty  oar  privilege.  All  is  not  yet  said  that 
may  ne  ^aid  ;  we  arc  not  to  dispute  with  one 
that  !;§  governor  of  30  legions.  '  Conlitcodum 
est  ne  fi'ustru  ^nterrocasset,'  Ix^t  us  de;vl 
plainly  and  freely  with  the  lords,  and  let  them 

/  knovf  all  the  reason:).  They  are  Jealous  of  the 
iionoiir  of  a  privy -counsellor,  we  of  the  Freedom 
i^f  Election.    It  is  fit  great  men  maintain  their 

J'  rerogative ;  so  is  it  fit  that  we  maintain  our 
rivileges.  This  is  a  Court  of  Record,  therefore 
ought  wc  by  all  means  seek  to  preserve  the 
bonou.r  and  dignity  of  it.  If  a  bui^ess  be  cho- 
sen fbr  two  places,  the  burgess  makes  hii  choice 
for  fifbich  he  will  serve,  ajad  a  vrvnmt  shall  be 
directed  from  mr.  Speaker,  in  the  name  of  the 
bouse,  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to  send  forth 
a  writ  for  a  new  election  for  th^  other  place 
left ;  which  is  a  direct  proof  that  H  is  a  Court 
of  Power  and  of  Record.  We  have  a  clerk  and 
Hreginvr;  all  matters  that  pass  here  are  entered 


of  record,  and.  preserved.  As  they  stand  for 
the  honour  of  a  dOancellor,  so  we  tor  ou^  {irtvvr 
\ef^,  it  is  to  be  wished,  that  we  had  a  km 
to  declare  our  privileges,  that  we  have  a  court 
of  record  and  a  rrgifier.  Oh},  We  (they  say) 
arc  hat  half  jof  the  Imdy,  and  the  Lords  are  ibe 
parts  nearest  the  head.  ylii«.  Nothing  ascends 
to  the  head  but  by  the  breasts,  &c.  ConeL 
That  we  may  pray  it  may  be  cicpbuaed  by  u 
law  what  our  pririlei^es  are  ;  and  that  ao  man 
outlawed  may  hereafter  be  admitted.  There 
must  be  a  judge  of  the  return  before  we  sk; 
and  this  is  now  judged  according  to  Cbc  positive 
laws  of  tlie  realm  by  tlie  king,  which  Mingetb 
not  our  liberty,  since  we  judge  after  the  court 
is  set,  according  to  discrettou.  No  prccadent. 
That  any  maw  was  put  out  of  the  liouse  for 
uelawry ;  therefore  it  had  been  fit  we  sboukt 
have  desired  to  inform  the  king  that  be  was 
misinformed.  Let  as  now  leave  Uiis  particubir 
Case  to  the  king,  and  consider  and  rosoke  of 
tlie  material  questi<ms  tliat  will  iUl  out  ia  tlia 
debate  of  it.  1.  W|>ether  this  court  hath  pow«r 
to  take  notice  of  returns  made  beibre  we  sk 
here?  2.  Whether  men  utlawed  may  be  of  tbo 
house  ?  3.  Whether  a  man  pardoned,  having 
not  sued  forth  a  writ  of  scire  facias,  may  be 
called  in  ouestion?  4.  Whether  the  writ  were 
returned  the  17th  of  Feb.  or  no,  npoo  oath  ot* 
the  sherid?" 

Some  others  were  strong  in  opinioa.  That  we 
ou^ht  not  to  confer  nor  to  comn^tt,  saying,  That 
ma|c^y  had  conferred  with  justice ;  yet  nm-^ 
jesty  had  left  the  stopping  of  tlie  wound  to 
us.  We  sliould  taint  ourselves  with  5  groat 
blemishes,  ii'we  should  alter  our  judgment,  \er. 
vity,  cruelty  and  cowardice.  There  be  3  de-? 
grees  of  uprig*ht  judgment,  motion,  ^xaniinatioa, 
judgment :  alt  these  have  passed  us.  No  court 
can  reform  their  own  judgment.  Kvofy  day  a^ 
tcnn  here.  Every  act  that  passeth  this  house 
b  an  act  of  purl.  Shall  justice  float  o«  and 
dowqB  Shall  ne  be  a  member  to-day  and  shall 
we  laar  liii^  off  tomorrow?  If  the  member  be 
soun4  it  is  violence :  If  the  hand  tear  the  rest  it 
is  cruelty.  No  part  torn,  but  it  may  bleed  t«y 
the  ruin  of  the  whole. — Let  sir  F.  Goodwin 
stand  as  he  is :  duty  and  courage  may  stand  ta 
gether ;  let  not  the  house  be  inveigled  by  sug* 
gestions.  This  may  be'caUcd  a  *  quawairanto^ 
to  seize  our  liberties.  There  hath  been  3  main 
objection'i. 

1.  The  King's  ^xcentiop.  We  couMsbew  no, 
precedent  in  this  kind.  Aiuu>,  The  kim; 
could  shew  no  such  writ  before.  Our  kan<H. 
were  never  sought  to  be  cIose«l  before,  nor. 
WG  prevented.  It  opens  a  gap  to  thrast  us  aR 
inU)  the  petty^ag,  A  chancellor  may  caH  a 
parK  of  what  persons  \t  will  by  tbb  course. 
Any  suj^gfstion,  by  any  p^ison^  maj  he  cause 
of  sending  a  new  writ.  - 

g.  Objection  by  the  lord  Chief  Jettire.  Bf 
the  law  we  had  nothing  to  do  to  exaanne  re^ 
turns.  Anta,  Judges  oaanot  take  police  of 
private  customs  or  privileges :  but  we  have  a 
privilege  which  standi^  with  the  law.  Tbe. 
judges  iuformed  the  kaof  oi  ihe  Hw|  bij^  BQt  q( 
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the  c«fld  of  prifilege.  li  b  ttQe>  3»U.  VI.  all 
the  judiget  resolved,  that  wo  outkMvcd  nMia 
ought  to  be  adtaited ;  but  th4t  was  cdtRrolied 
by  pari:  It  it  the  tame  opiakm  how  ;  let  us 
controll  it  as  thao ;  we  have  done  no  offence 
to  the  state  t  let  us  theretore  be  coustant  in  our 
ownjiid{^ient; 

S.  O^ec.  ♦«♦*♦  Another;  The  King's  jpl^ya^ 
seie,  that  we  should  deliver  the  reosoHs  of  that 
we  have  done  to  be  just.  If  we  dear  our  con- 
tesapty  we  have  dibCltai^^  ourselves.  The 
kin^s-bench  cannot  reverse  tlieir  judgraeot  the 
sauie  term ;  therefore  ^not  the  pari.  I^t  us 
send  a  mcssf^e  to  the  Lords,  that  we  are  ready 
m>  to  do,  as  we  do  not  undo  this  huusci 

O titers ;  *  Non  coronabitur  qui  non  legitime 
certaverit.'  Not  to  be  tenned  a  diflerence  bc- 
fsreen  his  nlaj.  and  the  cuiaauMis.  '  Hoganius 
ttuf^te,  non  pugoainus/  The  question  is  nqt  of 
matter  of  privilege,  but  of  j  udgment.  Let  us  at- 
t^id  them  as  lorcls  of  the  council,  and  not  as 
of  parL  We  do  no  ways  contest  or  contend 
with  his  nui|.  The  king  is  no  way  bound  in 
hoQonr.  It  writs  go  forth  unduly,  they  may  be 
controlled  without  impeachment  to  the  kiug*s 
honour.'  It  is  the  act  of  his  inferior  oihctfrs. 
It  is  now  come  to  this  question,  Wlietlier  the 
chancery  or  pari,  ought  to  have  authority? 
Quest,  Whether  we  ought  to  sutisfy  the  king 
in  his  commandment  ?  The  king*s  message  was, 
That  we  should  cou^idcr  within  ourselves,  and 
resolve  of  ourselves ;  ihcn  no  need  to  confer 
with  the  judgest  if  we  cannot,  then  it  is  iit  to 
be  resolved  by  the  judges.  TImx  judges  have 
judged,  and  we  have  judged ;  what  need  then 
Of  conference  ?  Let  there  be  no  spark  of  that 
grace  taken  from  us,  which  we  have  had  already 
lifom  his  maj.  Let  our  reasons  be  put  into  ar- 
tides,  and  delivered  in  all  humbleness  unto 
him. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  this  debate  in  this 
manner,  the  house  proceeded  to  question ;  and 
'  the  first  was,  1.  Q.  Whether  the  house  was 
resolved  in  the  matter  ?  And  the  question  was 
answered  by  genend  voice,  1  hat  the  v/hoie 
house  %vas  resolved.  2.  Q.  Whether  the  rea- 
sons of  their  proceeding  shall  be  set  down  in 
■writing  ?  And  it  was  resolved,  That  tljey  shall, 
and  ordered  further,  lliat  a  committee  should 
be  named  for  that  purpose,  and  appointed  first 
to  set  them  down  in  writing,  and  to  bring  them 
to  tlie  house,  there  to  be  publidied,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  allowance. — A  committee  was  in- 
ftaotly  named,  consisting  of  mr.  Hecordcr  of 
London,  mr.  Sollicitor,  mr.  Attorney  of  the 
Wards,  ^  the  Serjeants  at  law,  uitd  37  mem* 
hers  more,  to  meet  this  afternoon,  at  2,  in  the 
exchequer  chamber.  -  The  authority  gi\  en  unto 
them  by  the  house,  was  thi<) :  "  The  house  be- 
ing resolved,  upon  the  question.  That  the  rea- 
sons of  their  precedent  resolution,  touching  the 
tetum,  admittance  and  retainieg  of  sir  F.  Good- 
w|p  as  a  member  of  this  house,  should  be  set 
down  in  writing ;  these  coaiimttoes  were  speci- 
ally appointed  to  perform  that  service,  and  have 
%iEMTant  from  the  house  to  send  for  any  ofhcer, 
;o  \iew  suid  March  any  record,  or  otiier  thing 


» 


«f  that  klMi  which  may  help  their  knowledge 
or  m^taoi^  fa  this  particular  service :  and  hav- 
ing delibleifntply  by  general  consent  set  down 
all  such  reilsous,  they  are  to  bring  them  in  VYrit-^ 
ing  into  the  house^  there  to  b^  read  and  ap« 
proved,  as  shiill  be  thought  irt« 

April  Si  It  was  moved.  Thai  committees 
might  be  named  to  take  the  examination  or 
the  slieriflT  of  Buckinghamshire,  who  was.bjjT 
farmer  order  sent  for,  and  now  coma.  And  a 
committee  were  named  and  appointed  to  take 
his  examination  presently. — Sur  Charles  Corn- 
wallis  nooved  in  excuse  of  sir  Fras.  Goodwin's 
absence  from  the  house,  and  prayeth^  That 
they  would  as  well  in  their  own  judgment  pai^ 
don  it,  as  witness  and  affirm  liis  cai'c  and  mo- 
desty, upon  all  occasions,  to  the  kiiSg,  in  that 
he  hath  forborn,  during  all  the  time  of  this 
t]uestion,  to  come  into  the  house. 

The  Examination  of  the  Sheriflf  hftving  been 
presently  taken  by  the  committees,  was  return- 
ed in  this  form. — **  Inlerr.  1.  Why  he  removed' 
the  county  from  Aylesbury  to  Brickhill  ?  lie 
saith,  it  was  by  reason  of  the  plague  being  at 
Aylesbury,  the  county  being  tiie  2oth  of  Jan. 
at  which  time  tliree  were  dead  of  the  plague 
there.  This  was  the  only  motive  of  rcmo\ing 
his  county. — Intcrr,  2.  Whether  he  were  prc-^ 
sent  at  the  first  Election?  He  was  present^ 
and  was  as  faithful  to  wish  this  second  place 
to  su*  Frans.  Goodwin,,  as  the  lir»t  to  sir  John 
Fortescue ;  sent  sir  F.  Goodwin  word,  before 
the  election,  he  s4iould  not  need  to  bring  any 
freeholders,  for  the  election  he  tliought  would 
be  without  scruple  for  them  both ;  first  to  sir 
Jolin,  second  to  sir  Francis.  About  8  o*clock 
he  came  to  Brickhill;  was  thcu  told  by  sir 
(Jeorge  Tlu-ockraorton,  and  others,  that  tin?  first 
voice  would  be  given  for  sir  Francis ;  he  an* 
swercd,  lie  hoped  it  would  not  be  so,  and  de- 
sired every  gent,  to  deal  with  his  freeholders. 
After  8  went  to  the  election,  a  great  number 
thcrcN  being  children,  never  at  the  county. 
After  the  writ  read,  he  first  intimated  the 
points  of  the  proclamation;  then  jointly  pro- 
pounded sir  John  Fortescue  and  sir  F.  Good- 
win. The  freeliolders  cried  first,  *  A  Good* 
win  !  a  Goodwin!'  Ever}- justice  of  peace  on 
the  bench  said,  *  A  Fortescue !  a  Fortescue  1' 
and  came  down  from  the  bench  before  tliey 
nameii  any  for  a  second  placr,Tiiid  desired  the 
freeholders  to  name  sir  John  Fortescue  for  the 
first.  Sir  F.  Goodwin  being  in  a  cliamber  near^ 
was  sent  for  by  the  sheriff  and  justices;  and 
he  came  down  and  earnestly  pcrswnded  with 
the  trceholtlers,  saying,  *  sir  John  wa§  his  good 
friend,  had  been  his  father's,  and  that  they 
would  not  do  sir  John  that  injui-y :  notwith* 
standing  the  freeholders  would  not  desist,  but 
all  cried,  •A  Goodwin!  a  Goodwin!'  some 
crying,  *  A  Fortescue  !*  to  the  number  of  60  or 
thereabouts,  the  other  for  sir  F.  Goodwin,  be-" 
ing  about  200  or  300 ;  and  sir  Francis,  to  his 
thinking,  dealt  very  plainly  and  earnestly  in 
this  naitter  for  sir  John  Fortescue ;  for  that 
sir  Francis  did  so  earnestly  protest  it  unto 
him. — Intar,  S.  Who  laboured  Jilm  to  make 
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tbe  retarn  sq  long  bcH.re  the  day  of  the  pail.  ? 
He  being  here  in  Lcuid  ;u,  iiir.  attorney  genera!, 
the  2d  of  Mnrch,  at  iji^  chmaber  iu  the  Inner 
Temple,  d<:livereAhini  two  cop.  utlagut.  a^aiiist 
tir  Francis  Goodwin;  and  before  iit  tnndc  irs 
return,  he  went  and  ad\ised  viih  mr.  attorney 
about  his  return,  who  penned  it,  and  s.>  it  uas 
done  by  his  rli^crtion :  atifl  ihe  return  being  writ- 
tea,  upon  Friday  atter  llic  Un^V  cnnini;  th.ough 
London,  near  a'jiMit  my  loitl  chanctlloi's  gate, 
IQ  the  presence  of  sir  jolin  i-orrescue,  he  de- 
Bvered  the  writ  to  sir  George  Coppin  :  and  at 
this  time  (it  being  about  4  in  ihe  aftcrnooti) 
Ibid  beftjrti  tboy  parted,  sir  John  FortCbCuc  de- 
Bvered  him  the  stcand  writ  sealed;  sir  Joim 
Fortcscue,  sir  (TCorj^eCoppin,  and  himself,  be- 
ing not  above  an  hour  together  at  that  time, 
and  never  had  but  this  new  writ  of  pari,  to  him 
dchvered. — Subscribed,  Francis  Cheyne/* — 
This  was  returned  by  the  Committee  to  the 
hands  of  tlie  clerk,  but  not  at  all  read  in  the 
house. 

Mr.  Speaker  rrmembercth  the  matter  of  con- 
/eronce  with  the  judges,  and  offereth  to  repeat 
and  put  again  the  Questions  ihat  were  formerly 
made ;  being  Wrore  uncertainly  and  un|K;r- 
fcctly  left  (as  he  said)  in  the  case  of  Bucking- 
hamshire, viz.  1.  Whether  the  house  were  re- 
solved in  the  matter?  'i.  Whether  they  should 
confer  with  tlic  jmlges?  And  at  length  induced 
the  houbc  to  entertain  the  latter  question ;  and, 
being  made,  was  carried  by  general  voice  in 
the  ne|Tativc,  *  i^o  conference.'— Upon  this 
passage,  it  was  ur;^cd  for  a  rule,  That  a  Ques- 
tion being  once  made,  and  carried  in  the  atbr- 
inative  or  negati\e,  cannot  be  questioned 
again ;  but  mu^t  stand  as  a  judgment  of  the 
touve. — It  was  thoudit  tit  that  mr.  Speaker 
^jould  attend  the  comn»ittec  for  pennmg  the 
jfcitHons  in  sir  Fr.tiicis  C Goodwin's  Ca*-e,  not  by 
tommaTidmcnt,  hut  voluntary  of  himself 

April  iJ,  Tlic  He.i.-ons  of  the  Proceeding  of 
the  House  iu  sir  Francis  Goodwin's  Case, 
,  peimcd  by  the  couimittee,  were,  acrordius:  to 
ftjrmer  order,  bioujiKt  in  by  mr.  Francis  Moore, 
and  read  by  the  cicrk,  directed  in  form  of  a 
Petition  • —  ' 
•*  To  the  iCinfr's  most  excellent  Majesty.     The 

humble  Aui^wer  of  the  Commons  liause  of 

^'arliamc  nt  to   bis  Mnje"«ty*s  Objections  in 

sir  Francis  (>oodwin'.s  Ca-e." 

"  Most  fallacious,  our  dear  and  dread  so- 
rrreie^n,  ir'|jr»oa  brin«»  made  to  us  by  our 
Speaker,  of  \oar  maj.*s  royal  clemency  and 
pationct'  in  he  tring  us,  and  of  your  pnncely 
prudence  in  discerninjj; ;  shewing  at^'ectionute 
dcvire  lahiicr  to  receive  satisfaction  to  clear  ns, 
than  ciU'V  to  piwdon  us:  wtdo  in  all  humblc- 
nr^s  rend**i' our  m(»st  bounden  thanks  for  the 
ramer  protcstiri;^,  by  the  bond  of  our  alle- 
giance. That  wc  n«'ver  bad  thouchlf  to  oi>t*nd 
your  maj.;  at  v. hose  feet  we  shall  ever  lie 
prositraie,  with  loyal  hearts,  to  sacrifice  our- 
ielves  and  all  we  have  for  your  maj.'s  sei-vicc : 
and  la  this  particular,  we  could  find  no  quiet 
in  our,minds,  that  would  suffer  us  to  entertain 
other  thouglits,  until  wc  had  addressed  our  an- 


I  swer  to  your  most  excellent  maj.;  for  vhich^ 
'  nevertheless,  we  hi(ve  presumed  of  the  kmg^ 
I  time,  in  respect  we  have  prepared  some  pre- 
'  t  edents,  requiring  search,  to  yield  yoor  m^. 
,  better    satisfaction." — There    were    objected 
I  against  us  by  your  maj.  and  your  rev.  judges, 
I  4  things,  to  impeach  our  proceedings,  in  re-^^ 
ceiving  Francis  (joo<lwin,  km.  into  our  bouee. 
Otyrtion  1.   The  first,  \  hat  tve  assume  to  our- 
selves power  of  exammine  of  the  dections 
and  returns  of  knights  and  burgesses  which 
belongeth  to  your  maj.'s  Chancery,  and  not 
10  us :  for  that  all  returns  of  writs  were  ex- 
aminable in  the  courts  wherein  they  are  re- 
turnable ;  and  the  parliament  writs  being  re- 
turnable  into  the  chancery,,  the  rettinu  of 
them  must  needs  be  there  examined  and  not 
with  us. 

Our  humble  Answer  is,  Tliat,  until  the  7th  ot 
Hen.  IV.  all  parliament  writs  were  rcturn^»le 
into  the  ptfrl. :  as  appearcth  by  many  prece* 
dents  of  record  ready  to  be  shewed,  and  con- 
sequently  the  returns   there  examinable  t  in 
which  year  a  statute  was  made,  That  thence- 
forth every  parliament  writ,  containing  the  day 
and  place  where  the  pari,   shall   be  holden, 
should  have  this  clause,  vi?.  "  Et  Electionem 
tnam   in  pleno   comitatu  factam   disrincte  k 
aperte  sub  sigillo  tuo  &  sigillis  eorum,  qui  elec- 
tion i  illi  interfuerint,   nobis  in  Cancellariam 
nostfam  ad  diem  &  locum  in  brcvi  content' 
rertifices  indilate." — Wy  this,  although  the  fonn 
oi  the  writ  be  sojnewhat  altered,  yet  the  power 
of  the  pari,  to  examine  and  .determine  or  eleo- 
ti<ms,  remaineth;  for  so  the  statute  halh  been 
always  expounded  ever  sithence,   by  use  to  this 
day :  and  for  that  purpose,  both  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  hath  always  used  to  [attend]  all  the 
parliament  time,  upon  the  Commons  House» 
with  the  writs  and  returns ;  and  also  the  Com- 
mons in  the  beginninj:  of  every  pari,  have  ever 
used  to  appoint  special  comniittees,  all  the  par- 
liament time,  tor  examining  controversies  con- 
cerning elections  and  relurifs  of  knights  and 
hur<!esscs :  during  which  time,  the  writs  and 
indentures  rcniaiu  with  the  clerk  of  the  crown ; 
and  after  the  pari,  ended,  and  not  before,  are 
delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  Petty-Bag  in  Chan- 
cery, to  be  kept  there  ;  which  is  warranted  bf 
Kea-son  and  Precedents :  reason  ;  tor  that  it  is 
fit  that  tlie  returns  should  be  in  tlwit  place  cx- 
an)ined,  where  the  appearance  and  service  of 
the  writ  is  appointed.     The  appearance  and 
i^eivice  is  in  jiarl.  therefore  the  return  examin- 
able in    pari. — Precedents:  one  in  the  «9th 
Eliz,  where,  after  one  writ  awarded  into  Nor- 
tblk  for  the  choice  of  knights,   and  election 
made  and  returned,  a  secoiul  was,  beibre  the 

f)arliament-day,  awarded  by  the  lord  chancel- 
or,  and  thereupon  another  election  and  re- 
turn made ;  and  tlie  Commons  beinv  attended 
with  both  writs  and  returns  by  the  clerk  of  the 
crbwn,  examined  the  cause,  allowed  the  first/ 
and  rejected  the  second;  So  123  Eliz.  a  bur- 
gess was  returned  dead^  and  a  new  cheeeo^ 
and  returned  t>y  a  i  ew  writ:  the  party  re- 
turned dead  appeared;  the  Commons^  imK* 
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vrithstanding  the  sheriflTs  return,  admitted  the 
first  chosen,  and  rejected  the  second-  Also, 
the  said  23d  year,  a  burgess  chosen  tor  Hull 
MTos  returned  lunatic,  and  a  new  chosen  upon  a 
second  writ:  the  first  ch-timcd  his  place;  the 
Commons  examined  tht  cause,  and  tindins  the 
return  of  lunacy  to  be  true,  they  refused  him; 
but  if  it  had  been  false,  they  would  have  re- 
ceived him. — X^  Eliz.  the  sheriflf  of  Rutland- 
shire returned  himself  elected ;  the  Commons 
lindmg  that  he  was  not  eligible  by  law,  sent  a 
warrant  to  the  Chancery  for  a  new  writ  to 
chusc  anew. — 43  Eliz.  also  ^  burgess  was 
chosen  burgess  for  .two  boroughs ;  tlie  Com- 
mons, after  he  had  made  election  on  which  he 
"would  serve  for,  sent  warrant  to  the  Chancery 
for  a  writ  to  chuse  a  new  for  the  other  bo- 
rough: of  which  kind  of  precedents  there  are 
mauy  other,  wherewith  we  spare  to  trouble 
your  raaj.  All  which  together,  viz.  use,  rea- 
son and  precedents,  do  concur  to  prove  the 
Chancery  to  be  a  place  appouited  to  receive 
the  returns,  as  to  keep  them  for  the  pari,  but 
not  to  Judge  of  them;  and  the  inconvenience 
might  be  great,  if  the  Chancery  might,  upon 
suggestions  or  sheriiTs  returns,  send  writs  for 
new  elections,  and  tliose  not  subject  to  exa- 
mination in  pari. :  for  so,  when  fit  men  were 
chosen  by  ihe  counties  and  borou^is,  the  lord 
chancellor,  or  the  shcrifls,  might  displace  them, 
and  send  out  new  writs,  until  some  were  chosen 
to  their  fiking;  athiug  dangerous  in  precedents 
for  the  time  to  come,  howsoever  we  rest  se» 
curcly  from  it  at  this  present  by  the  now  lord 
chancellor's  integrity. 

Object.  2.  That  we  dealt  in  the  cause  with'  too 
much  precipir;uit)n,  not  seemly  for  a  €0un6l 
of  gravity,  and  witljout  respect  to  your  most 
excellent  maj,  our  sovereign,  who  had  di- 
rected the  writ  to  be  made ;  and  being  but 
half  a  body,  and  no  Court  of  Record  alone, 
refused  C(jnfercnrc  with  the  Lonis,  the 
other  half,  notwithstandhig  they  prayed  it 
^of  us. 

*Our  humble  Answer  is,  to  the  Precipitation, 
That  we  entered  into  this  cause,  as  in  other 
parls.  ef  (ike  cases  hath  been  accustomed; 
calling  to  lis  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  and  view- 
ing both  the  writs,  and  both  the  returns; 
wliich  in  cases  of  *  *  *  and  motions,  though 
^ot  of  bills  (requiring  3  readings),  hath  been 
warrant  by  continual  usage  amongst  us:  and 
tlicreupon,  well  fjn4ing  that  the  latter  writ 
was  awarded  and  scaloa  before  th^  Chancery 
was  Repossessed  of  the  fonner,  which  the  clerk 
of  the  crown,  and  the  sheriff  of  the  county, 
did  botli  testify,  and  well  held  to  be  a  clear  fault 
in  law,  proceeded  to  sentence  with  the  less  re- 
spect of  the  latter  election.  For  our  laqk  oF 
respect  to  your  maj.  we  confess,  with  grief  of 
our  hearts,  we  arc  right  sorry  it  shall  be  so 
conceived;  protesting,  That  it  was  no  *  way 
made  known  unto  us  before  that  time,  that 
your  maj.  had  tsxkeu  to  yourself  any  special  no- 
tice, or  directed  any  course  in  that  cause, 
other  than  the  ordinary  awarding  writs  by  your 
h!ghness*s  ofliccrs  in  that  behalf:  but  if  we 
Vol.  1. 


}iad  known  as  much  (as  some  will  have)  bj 
your  maj.'s  royal  mouth,  wo  would  not,  with- 
out your  ihaj/s  privity,  have  proceeded  in 
that  manner.  And  further,  it  may  please  your 
maj.  to  give  us  leave  to  inform  you.  That,  in 
the  £.>iamination  of  tlie  Cause,  the  sheriiF 
avouched  unto  us,  That  Goodwin  agreed  to 
yield  the  first  place  of  the  two  knights  to  sir 
John  Fortescuc,  and  in  hLs  own  person,  at  the 
time  of  election,  with  extraordinary  earnest- 
ness, entreated  the  electors  it  might  so  be,  and 
caused  the  indentures  to  be  made  up  to  that 
purpose;  but  die  electors  utterly  refused  to, 
seaf  them.  CoUceri)in^  our  refusing  Confer- 
ence with  the  Lordsi  there  was  nOne  desired 
until  after  our  sentence,  passed;  and  then  we 
thought.  That  in  a  niatt;er  private  to  our  own 
house,  wliich,  by  rules  of  order,  might  not  be- 
by  us  revoked,  we  might,  without  any  imputa- 
tion, refuse  to  confer.  Yet,  understanding  by 
their  lordships,  that  your  maj.  had  been  in- 
formed against  us,  we  made  haste  (as  in  all 
duty  we  were  bound)  to  lay  open  to  your  maj. 
our  good  and  graciobs  sovereign,  tLe  whoI« 
manner  of  our  proceeding;  not  doubting^ 
though  we  were  but  part  of  a  body,  as  to  make 
new  laws,  yet  for  any  matter  of  priviledges  of 
our  house,  we  are,  and  ever  have'  been^  ^ 
court  of  ourselves,  of  sufficient  power  to  dis-  ■ 
ccrn  and  determine  without  their  lonUhips,  a3 
their  lordsljips have  used  alwuyo  lo  do  for  thcii-s 
without  us. 

Oljcct.  3.  That  we  have,  by  our  sentence  6f 
receiving  Goodwin,  admitted  that  OutlanS 
maybe  Makers  of  Laws;  which  is  contrary 
to  all  Laws. 

Our  humble  Answer  is,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  precedents  which  we  triply  delivered, 
of  admitting  and  retaining  outlaws  in  persomu 
actions  in  the  Commons  Iloubc,  and  none  re- 
mitted for  that  cause;  yet  we  received  so 
great  satisfaction,  delivercil  from  your  rovul 
maj/s  own  mouth,  with  such  cxetllent  strength 
and  light  of  reason,  more  than  before,  in  that 
point,  we  heard  or  did  conceive,  as  we  forth- 
with prepared  an  act  to  pass  our  house,  That 
all  outlaws  henceforth  shall  stand  disabled  tO 
serve  in  pari.;  but  as  concerning  Goodwin's 
particular,  it  could  not  appear  unto  us,  having 
thoroughly  examined  all  [iurts  of  the  proceed- 
ings against  him.  That  he  btood  an  outlaw,  by 
the  laws  of  England,  at  tlie  lime  of  tljc  elec- 
tion made  of  him  by  the  county;  and  that  foe 
two  causes:  the  1st  is,  that  where  the  party 
outlawed  ought  to  be  r>  times  proclaimed  to 
appear  in  the  jheriil's  county  court;  and  then 
not  appearing,  ought  to,  V>e  adjudged  outlawed 
by  the  judgment  of  the  coroners  of  the  county; 
there  appearcth  no  record  made  in  the  Hust- 
ings of  London,  that  Goodwin  was  five  times^ 
proclaimed,  or  that  the  coroners  gave  judg- 
ment of  outlawry  against  him :  but  a  clerk, 
lately  come  to  that  ofticc  hath  now,  many 
years  after  the  time,  and  since  this  cK^ciiun, 
made  entries,  interlined  with  a  new  hand,  that 
he  was  outl.i'.ved;  to  which  new  entries  we 
could  give  no  Qr«dit,  for  that  the  partias^  at 
ST 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


ion]    TAnL.fOStOKVf^,5AUUt  t$0A.'--TheCau1>ett:efnSlrft-anM  [iOH 


t^ose  miit  Goodwin  ww  wed,  have  tefiiiied 
In  their  writinp  of  release.  That  they  never 
proceeded  funber  than  to  take  out  the  writ  of 
Exigent  for  an  outlawr? ;  and  beinj  then  paid 
thdr  money,  dc&istcd  there;  by  which  we  tind, 
that  Goodwin  was  not  6  times  proclaimed,  nor 
adjudged  outlawed,  btinR  a  thing  usual  in 
liondon  to  spare  that  proclamation  and  jVidg- 
ment,  if  the  party  cull  not  upon  it;  and  no  re- 
eord  being  made  for  made  years  together  that 
either  of  them  was  done.  The  2i)d  cauw* 
ivas,  for  that  the  writ  of  Kxigent,  by  wliich  the 
sheriff  was  commanded  to  proclaim  him  b 
times,  was  jjcvcr  lawfully  returned,  nor  certi- 
fied bv  certiorari ;  without  which  we  take  it 
that  Goodwin  stood  not  di&abled  as  an  outlaw. 
— ^1  o  this,  adding  the  two  general  pardons  bv 
pari,  which  had  cleared  the  outlawry  in  tnafi 
flnd  substance  (if  any  were;)  and  that  Good- 
win could  not  apply  the  pardons  by  scire  fa- 
cias, for  tliat  no  record  nor  return  was  extant 
of  the  outlawry,  whereupon  he  migbt  ground  a 
Scire  facias,  we  were  of  opinion,  and  so  your 
funj/s  most  rev.  judges  would  have  been,  if 
they  had  known  tims  much,  That  Goodwin 
stood  not  disabled  by  outlawry  K)  be  elected 
or  sene  in  pari.;  but  when  we  Consider  fur- 
ther. That  the  course  taken  against  Goodwin 
for  drawing  him  into  this  outlawry,  of  purpose 
to  disable  hiui  to  serve  in  this  place,  whereto 
the  county  had  freely  elected  him,  was  unusu- 
al; wc  could  not,  with  the  reputation  of  our 
places,  serving  as  a  council  of  gravity,  in  al- 
owance  or  continuance  of  that  course,  cen- 
awre  him  to  be  rejected  as  an  outlaw :  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  wepc  these,  viz. — ^I'wo  oxi- 
>;ent8  awarded  J  *  *  *  thu  other  7.  years  past 
to  the  Hustings  in  London:  no  entry  made  of 
'd  proclamations ;  nor  of  any  judgment  of  the 
<oronci3»;  nor  any  rctuni  of  the  exigents  made 
or  endorsed ;  the,  party  plaintiff  satisfied,  the 
pretended  outlawries  bemg  but  upon  meane 
))rocess;  and  as  to  your  maj.'s  dlflles  and  con- 
tempts pinioned  now  since  Goodwin  was 
elected  knight,  the  exigent  now  sought  out 
bince  the  election  procured  to  be  returned  in 
tlie  name  of  the  sheriffs  that  then  were,  and 
aj-e  long  since  dead,  and  new  enti-j^  made  of 
the  5  proclamations  and  coroner's  judgment; 
and  now  a  return  made  of  that  old  exigent, 
which  could  be  of  no  use,  but  only  for  a  pur- 
pose to  disable  him  for  that  place.  Upon  all 
which  we  could  do  no  less,  in  true  discretion, 
thau  certify  the  election  made  iecundutn  aguum 
€t  bonum. 

Object.  4.  That  we  proceeded  to  examine  the 
tnith  of  the  fact  of  Outlawry,  and  gave  our 
Sentence  upon  that;  whereas  wc  ought  to 
have  been  bound  by  the  Sheriff's  Return  of 
the  Outlawry  from  further  exaihining,  Whe- 
the  party  were  outlawed  or  not? 
Our  humble  Answer  is,  That  the  precc<lent8 
cited  before,  in  our  answer  to  the  first  Objec- 
tion,  do  prove  the  use  of  the  Commons  lious^ 
to  examine  rcrilatem  facti,  in  JUfctions  and 
Keturns,  and  have  not  been  tied  peremptorily 
to  allow  the  return ;  as^  if  a  kn^t  or  burges's 


r' 

10 


be  nntroly  returned  dead,  or  Innatic,  yet  when 
he  appcareih  to  the  house  to  be  Hviog  and 
sound,*they  have,  contrary  to  the  return,  re- 
ceived him  into  the  house,  preferring  the  truth 
manifest  before  tlic  return.  By  which  discreet 
proceeding  there  is  avoided  that  great  incon- 
venience ahmementioned,  of  giving  liberty  to 
sheriffs,  by  untrue  returns,  to  make  and  re- 
move whom  they  list,  to  and  from  the  parlia- 
ment service,  how  meet  soever  the  panics  b« 
in  the  judgment  of  the  county  or  borough  that 
elected  thwn.-^Tbus,  in  all  humility,  we  hav« 
presented  to  ^our  most  excellent  naaj.  the 
grounds  and  reasons  of  our  late  action,  led 
with  no  atfeclions,  but  guided  b;r,  truth,  war- 
ranted in  our  consciences,  imitating  prece- 
dents, maintaining  our  ancient  privilcdges,  ho- 
nouring your  excellent  maj.  in  all  your  ser- 
vices; to'whicb  in  all  loyalty  and  devotion  We 
bind  us  and  ours  for  ever,  praying  daily,  on  the 
knees  of  our  hearts,  to  the  majesty  of  the  Al- 
mighty, tliat  your  maj.  and  your  posterity  may 
in  all  felicity  reign  over  us  and  ours  to  the  end 
of  the  worid."  ..  ,    »       . 

Tliese  reasons  set  down  and  pubhshed  to  the 
House,  mr.  secretary  Herbert  was  sent  with 
message  to  the  Lords,  that  the  house  had  re- 
solved of  their  Answer  to  his  maj.  in  sir  Fs. 
Goodwin's  Case,  and  had  set  it  down  in  writ- 
ing, and  that  it  should  be  sent  to  their  lord- 
ships before  4  in  the  afkernoon ;  who  immedi- 
ately returned  their  lordships'  answer,  ITiat 
they  would  be  ready  at  that  time  in  the  Cpun- 
cil  Chamber  at  Whitehall,  witli  30  of  the 
lords,  to  receive  what  tlien  should  be  deliver- 
ed. Then  were  named 'threescore  to  attend 
the  deliver)'  of  the  said  reasons  at  the  tinie 
and  place  aforesaid.— The  same  day,  in  the 
afternoon,  the  house  entering  seriously  into 
consultation  what  course  was  to  be  held  with 
the  I/>rds;  as  also  falling  into  more  length  of 
disputation,  touchmg  tlic  bill  of  Merchants, 
than  were  expected,  sent  5  members  as  mes- 
sengers to  tlic  Lords,  to  excuse  their  long  tar- 
rving.  And  about  5  o'clock^  the  committee 
appointed  did  attend  to  deliver  the  Reasons 
aforesaid,  at  the  Cotmcil  Chamber,  adcordioe 
to  appointment  and  order  of  both  houses:  and 
they  were  delivered  by  sir  Francis  Bacob,  oee 
of  the  conunittees,  with  desire,  That  their 
lordhhips  would  be  mediators  in  behalf  of  the 
house,  for  his  mM.*s  satisfaction. 

April  4.  Sir  Francis  Bacon  having  the  da? 
before  delivered  to  the  Lords,  in  the  Coandl- 
Clmmber  at  Whitehall,  according  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  house,  the  Reasons  in  writing, 
penned  by  the  committee,  touching  sif  Fran- 
cis Goodwin's  case,  made  "Refort  of  what 
passed  at  the  time  of  the  said  delivery:  {ntr 
that  though  the  committees  employed  were  a 
number  specially  deputed  and  selected;  yet 
that  the  lords  admitted  all  burgesses  withoat 
distinction ;  tliat  they  offered  it  with  testinio- 
ny  of  their  own  speed  and  care  in  the  business, 
so  88  they  said  no  one  thing  had  precedence 
but  only  the  bill  of  recognition ;  that  tbey  W 
such  respect  to  the  wei^t  of  it,  as  they  hm 
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not  committed  it  to  mnj  fnilty  of  memory  or 
Terbal  relatioD,  bat  put  it  into  writing  for  more 
pennaaent  memory  of  tbeir  daty  ami  respect 
to  his  msy/s  grace  and  favour :  That  in  con- 
duMon  they  prayed  tbeir  Lordships,  sitbence 
chey  had  nearer  access,  they  would  co-operate 
with  them  for  the  kin^s  satisluction ;  and  so 
delivered  the  writing  to  the  bauds  of  the  lord 
Ghaocellor,  who,  receiving  it,  demanded,  Whe- 
they  should  send  it  to  the  king,  or  first  peruse 
it?  To  which  was  answered,  'Fhat  since  it  was 
the  kiog*s  pleasure  they  should  concur,  they 
desired  their  lordships  wookl  first  peruse  it, 
The  lord  Cecil  demanded.  Whether  they  had 
warrant  to  ampliiy,  explain,  or  debate  any 
doubt  or  (juestion  made  upon  the  reading? 
To  which  it  was  said,  Tiiey  had  no  warrant. 
And  so  the  writing  was  read,  and  no  more 
done  at  that  time. 

April  5.  Mr.Speaker,byapnvatecomRUUMi' 
ment,  attended  the  king  this  morning  at  8, 
and  there  staid  till  10.  Mr.  Speaker  excused 
his  absence,  by  reason  he  was  commanded  to 
attend  his  majj.;  and  brought  message  from 
his  maj.  to  this  efiect.  *<  That  the  king  had 
received  a  parchment  from  the  house.  Whe- 
ther it  were  an  absolute  resolution,  or  reason 
to  give  him  satisfaction,  he  knew  not:  he 
thought  it  was  rather  intended  (or  his  satis- 
faction. Ilis  maj.  protested,  by  that  4ove  he 
bare  to  the  bouse  as  his  loving  and  loyal  sub* 
jects,  and  by  the  faith  be  did  ever  owe  to 
God,  he  had  as  great  a  desire  to  maintain 
their  privileges,  as  ever  any  prince  had,  or  as 
themselves,  lie  had  seen  and  considered  of 
the  manner  and  the  matter:  he  htid  heard  hi» 
Judges  and  his  Council;  and  that  he  was  now 
distracted  in  judgment.  Therefore;  for  his 
further  satislactioa^  he  desired,  and  command- 
ed, $M  an  absolute  king,  that  there  niig;bt  be  a 
conference  between  the  house  and  tlie  judges; 
and  that  for  that  mirpose  there  might  he  a 
select  comii£ttee  ot  grave  and  learned  persons 
out  of  the  house :  That  his  Council  might  be 
present,  not  as  umpires  to  determine,  but  to 
repoa  iodifierentiy  on  both  sides.**  Upon  tliis 
unexpected  message  there  grew  some  nmaae- 
mant  and  silence.  But  at  lust  one  stood  up 
and  said.  The  prince's  commaHd  is  like  a 
thonder-boit ;  hw  comrnaiid  upon  our  alle- 
giance like  the  roaring  of  a  lion.  To  his  com- 
mand  there  is  no  contradiction ;  but  how,  or 
in  what  manner  we  should  im>w  proceed  to 
perform  obedience,  that  will  be  Uie  <|ueecion. 
Another  answered.  Let  m  petition  to  htt  maj. 
that  be  will  be  pleased  to  be  present,  to  bear, 
moderate,  and  iudgetbaCasehiatsclf.  Where- 
upon mr.  Speaker  proceeded  to  tiiis  question. 
Q.  Whether  to  confer  with  the  Judges  in  the 
|kresence  of  the  king  and  o^uucil  f  Which  was 
resolved  in  the  affiniiativc.  And  a  aelea  oom- 
nuttee  presently  named  fi>r  the  conference, 
eonsisting  cf  91  hiwyers,  and  16  otlier  memp 
hers.  These  eemmitteee  were  selected  and 
l^ipoiaied  to  coaler  with  the  Judges  of  the 
Kw,  touching  the  reasons  of  proce^iing  in  sir 
{1%;  OoodwtWaQsMMIdfiwikit^^fiMQg)  MPd 


delivered  to  1^  miy.  in  Urn  presence  of  the 
lords  o(  ilis  maj.'s  council,  according  to  his 
highnesses  pleasure  signified  hf  mr.  Speaker 
this  day  to  the  house,  It  was  nirther  resolved^ 
and  ordered  by  tlte  honsei  4ipoa  th»  motion  to 
that  end  by  mr.  Laurence  Hyde;  Tbat  the 
afor^Miid  committees  should  insist  apofi  the 
Ibrtihcation,  and  explaining  of  tbe  Ueaaous  and 
Answers  delivered  unto  hismi^t;  ^nd  not  pro** 
ceed  to  any  other  Itrgumeot  or  answer,  what 
occasion  soever  moved  in  the  timv  ttf  thaU 
debate. 

April  IL  The  House  being  n^t  according 
to  adjournment,  sir  Fra.  Bacon  wus  exp^^e^ 
and  called,  to  make  a  Report  of  the  lute  coha 
fcrence  with  the  judges  in  the  presence  of  his 
maj.  and  the  lords  of  the  council :  but  he 
made  excuse,  paying,  he  was  not  uarraated  ta 
muke  any  report;  and  '  tantmn  permissum, 
quantum  commis^uin  :*"  BC'\ertliek^,  upon  a 
question,  he  was  over-ruled  to  make  a  Repoct^ 
and  a  nKHioii  thereupon  made,  Tbwt  the  com- 
mittees might  first  assemble  in  ihc  Court  of 
Wards,  and  confer  amongst  themselves,  and 
then  tlie  Ileoort  to  be  made. 

Sir  IVtf.  jiucon,  after  the  meeting  of  tlie 
committees  in  the  Court  of  Wards,  reported 
what  had  passed  in  conference  in  the  presence 
of  his  m^.  and  his  council  **  The  king  said, 
he  would  be  president  himself.  This  attend- 
ance rene^ved  the  remembrance  of  the  last, 
when  we  departed  with  such  admiration.  It 
was  the  voice  of  God  in  man :  the  $;ood  spirit 
of  God  in  the  mouth  of  man.  I  do  not  say, 
the  voice  of  God,  and  not  of  man.  I  am  ilbt 
one  of  Ilprod's  flatterers.  A  curse  fell  upon 
him  tliat  said  it.  A  curse  on  him  that  suffered  it. 
We  Q^it  say  as  was  said  to  Solomon,  We  nf% 
Klad,  O  king,  that  wc  give  account  to  you, 
because  you  discern  what  is  spoken.  We  let 
pass  no  'moment  of  time,  until  wo  bad  re- 
solved and  set  down  an  Answer  in  writings 
which  we  now  liad  ready.  That  sithen'^e  we 
received  a  message  from  hi«  maj.  by  mr. 
Speaker,  of  two  parts.  1.  The  one  patemaL 
2.  The  other  royal.  1.  That  we  were  as  dear 
unto  liim  as  the  safety  of  Iiis  person,  or  thf 
preservation  of  his  potterityt  S.  Itoyai ;  that 
we  should  confer  with  Ids  judges,  and  that  in 
the  presence  of  himself  and  his  council.  That 
we  did  more  now  to  king  James  than  ever  was 
done  since  the  Conquest,  in  i;iving  account  of 
our  judgments.  That  we  had  no  intent  iq  di 
our  proceedings,  to  encounter  his  mnj.  or  to 
impeach  his  honour  or  prerogative.  This  was 
spoken  by  way  of  preamble  bjr  him  yon  e»w 
ployed.  How  to  report  his  maj.*s  speeches  he 
itnew  [nod  the  eloquence  of  a  kin^  was  uni*- 
mitable.  The  king  addressed  himselt  to  him  as 
deputed  by  the  House,  and  aaid  he  would  mako 
3  parts  of  what  be  had  to  say.  The  cause  of 
the  meeting  was  to  dntw  to  an  end  the  differi 
enee  in  sir  Fra.  Goodwiu*s  Case.  If  they  re* 
oaired  his  absence,  hf  was  ready;  because  Im> 
reared  he  might  be  thought  interested,  and 
so  breed  an  iaeqitfdity  on  tli^  part.  He 
eiid^  TVl^  hfi  >pr<Hihi  not  hukl  bis  prirQgativ^ 
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■  *«r  honour,  or  receive  any  thinp  of  any  or  all 
Lis  t^uUicctf.  This  wns  his  masnaniraity.  That 
hv  MO".ld  cuwtinn  find  mtify  nil  just  privileccs. 
'I'hi8  his  bounty  nnd  tuniry.  As  a  kinc;  royally : 
as  kinj;  J«Tne5,  swccthr  and  kindly  out  of  his 
p)od  nt'are.  One  pout  was,  Whether  we 
vert!  afoMit  o*'*  Kcroid,  and  had  power  to 
jwljfe  of  r'»fiiriii?.  As  our  court  had  power, 
s<'»  hnd  I  he  Cl.nnccry  ;  and  thai  the  court  that 
iir».t  harl  pa'^'Od  iheir  judp;ment  should  not  he 
rontroukd.  Upon  a  surmise,  and  upon  the 
shtiitb  return,  t)^vw  grew  a  difference.  That 
tliere  be  two  p»nvers.  One  permanent:  the 
other,  tranhitorA*.  That  the  Chancery  was  a 
confidenciary  court  to  .the  use  of  the  pari, 
during  the  time.  Whatsoever  the  sheriff  in- 
serts beyond  the  authority  of  Jiis  mandate,  a 
jiiigation.  The  parliaments  of  England  not 
to  he  bound  by  a  sheriff's  return.  That  onr 
privileges  were  not  in  question.  That  it  was 
private  jealousies  without  any  kernel  or  sub- 
stance. He  granted  it  was  a  Court  of  Record, 
and  a  judge  of  returns.  He  moied,  That 
neither ^ir  John  Fortesci'c,  nor  sir  Fra.  Good- 
nviu  might  have  |4ace,  Sir  John  losing  place, 
hh  maj.  did  meet  us  half  way.  That  when 
there  did  arise  a  schism  in  the  churcli  between 
tt  pope  and  an  anti-pope,  there  could  be  no 
end  of  the  difference  until  they  were  both  put 
down." 

*  TYnn  this  R.^port  a  motion  was  made, 
**  '1  hat  it  might  be  done  by  wny  of  warrant; 
*nd  therein  to  he  inserted,  That  it  was  done 
at, the  request  of  the  kinu^:  and  was  further 
said,  (us  anciently  it  hafh  been  said)  that  we 
lose  more  at  a  pari,  than  we  pain  at  a  battle. 
That  the  authority  of  the  committee  was  only 
to  fortify  what  was  a|»recd  on  by  the  house  for 
aubwcr,  and  that  thty  1iad  no  authority  to 
consent."-  It  was  further  moved,  by  another, 
**  'lliat  we  should  proceed  to  take  away  our 
di>st'ntion,  and  to  preser^'e  our  liberties ;  and 
said,  "  That  in  tins  we  had  exceeded  our  com- 
ini»^sion  ;  and  that  we  had  drawn  npon  us  a 
note  of  incon*^^tnncy  and  levity."  But  the  ac- 
rlarnaiion  of  the  House,  was.  That  it  was  a 
testimony  of  our  duty,  and  no  levity.  So  as 
the  (Question  was  prestuitly  made:  Whether 
«r  John  Fortewue  and  sir  Fra.  Goodwin  shall 
both  he  secluded,  and  a  warrant  for  a  new 
tvrit  directed.     And  upon  the   question,   re- 

-ijoUed,  That  a  writ  should  issue  for  a  new 
choice,  and  a  warrant  directed  accordingly. 
A  motion. made,  That  thanks  should  be  pre- 
sented by  mr.  Speaker  to  his  maj.  for  his  pre- 
i»eiKc  and  direct itiu  in  this  matter;  and  tlrere- 
upon  ordered,  That  hiu  maj.'s  pleasure  should 
be  known  bv  sir  Roger  A»ton  for  tljcir  attend- 
ance accordinuly. 

ilrcause  it  had  been  conceived  by  some, 
thiu  sir  Fra.  Goodwin  being  the  member  spe- 
cially interested,  it  were  fit  he  should  give  tes- 
timoi^y  of  his  liking  and  obedience  in  this 
rourse;  being  dealt  withal  to  that  end,  he  tirit 
bis  letter  to  mr.  Speaker ;  which,  before  this 
Quc^TJon  made,  for  better  satisfaction  of  the 
house,  was  tq;^  in  tbe9e  words :  **  Sir^  I  ua 


heartily  sorry  to  have  been  the  least  occasion 
either  of  question  between  his  maj.  and  that 

,  hon.  houme,  or  of  intemiption  to  those  wortliy 

t  and  weighty  cau<<e9,  w  hich  by  this  time,  in  an 
likelihood,  had  been  in  very  good  furtherance-. 

I  wherefore  undcrslandiivj  Aery  credibly,  that  it 
pleased  his  maj.  when  the  committees  last  at- 
tended him,  to  tnl  e  course  with  them  for  a 
3d  writ  and  election  for  the  kni£,htship  of  the 
county  of  Buckingham;  I  am  so  tar  from 
giving  any  impediment  thereunto,  that  con- 
trarywise,  I  humbly  desire  his  maj.'s  direction 
in  that  behalf  to  be  accomplished  and  per- 
formed. So  praying  you,  according  to  such 
opportunity  as  will  be  ministered,  to  give  far- 
therance  thereunto,  I  take  my  leave,  and  rest 
vours,  most  assured  to  be  commanded,  Fra, 
'Goodwin.  West,  this  11th  of  April,  1604.*' 
Directed  to  the  riglit  wor-hipful  sir  Edw.  Pho- 
lipi*,  knt.  speaker  of  the  honourable  coort  of 
Parliament. 

April  1^.  A  motion  was  made.  That  mr. 
Speaker,  in  behalf  of  the  house,  should  pray 
access  to  his  maj.  and  present  their  humble 
thanks  tor  his  gracious  presence  and  dire^rtion, 

'  upon  the  hearing  of  sir  Fra.  Goodwin*8  Caose; 
which  was  assented  unto:  and  sir  Roger  Aston 
WHS  presently  appointed  to  know  his  maj.'s 
pleasure;  which  he  did  accordingly;  and  re- 
turned, Tliat  his  maj.  wa^  willinj:  to  give  them 
access  in  the  Gallery  at  WhitehaJI,  at  2  in  the 
afternoon,  the  same  day.  There»j)on  a  com- 
mittee was  named  to  attend  mr.  ^peaker  to 
the  king,  with  a  general  warrant  to  all  others 
that  should  be  plca.s<Ml  to  accompany  them. 
The  conmiitloe,'  specially  named,  were,  all 
the  privy  council  of  the  house,  and  38  mem- 
horb  moie. 

April  18,  Mr.  Speaker  returned  to  the  house 
the  effect  of  his  Message  of  Thanks,  delivered 
in  the  name  of  the  house  to  the  kins ;  as  ah*o 
of  his  maj.'s  answer,  viz.  "  That  Ih»  related 
to  his  highness  the  humble  and  dutiful  accep- 
tation of  what  his  maj.  had  done,  together 
ivith  the  humble  thanks  of  the  hou*e  tor  his 
zealous  and  paternal  delivery  of  his  grace  unto 
us,  by  his  own  mouth :  w  hat  wonder  they  con- 
ceived in  his  judgment,  whait  joy  in  his  gnice> 
what  comfort  they  had  in  his  jusiice,  what  ap- 
probation they  made  of  his  prudence,  and 
what  obedience  they  yielded  to  his  power  and 
pleasure.  That  his  direction  cave  all  men 
satisfaction.  That  they  were  determined  to 
pursue  the  course  he  had  prescribed..  That 
now  they  were  become  suitors,  he  would  he 
pleased  to  receive  a  representation  of  the 
numble  thanks  and  ser^'icc  Of  the  house."  His 
maj.  answered,  "  That  upon  this  2d  access, 
he  was  forced  to  reiterate  what  he  had  said 
before.  That  this  Qtiestion  was  unhappily 
cast  upon  him,  for  he  carried  as  great  a  respect 
to  our  privileges  as  ever  any  prince  did;  be 
was  nogrouBtl-searcher;  he  was  of  the  mind 
that  our  pri%  iloges  was  his  stienf^h :  that  ba 
thought  tl»e  grovind  of  our  proceeding,  was  ont 
not  understandmg  that  be  had  intermeddled 
belbrtt  we  had  decided;  dM  h%  thought  ah* 
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we  had  no  wUfiil  purpose  to  derogate  any 
thing  from  him,  for  our  answer  was  a  grave, 
dutiful^  and  obedient  answer.  But  as  the 
deWI  had  unhappily  cast  this  question  between 
them,  so  he  saw  God  had  turi>cd  it  to  two 

food  ends  and  purposes.  1.  One,  that  he 
new  and  had  approved  our  ioyalty.  ^.  Ano- 
ther, that  he  had  so  good  an  o^asion  to  nmke 
testimony  of  his  bounty  and  grace.  That  as 
wc  came  to  gi\'e  him  thanks,  so  did  he  re- 
double his  thanks  to  us.  That  he  had  rather 
be  a  king  of  such  Subjects,  than  to  be  a  king 
of  many  kingdoms,"  llie  2d  part  of  his  speech 
tlii^ted  to  the  lords  and  us.  '♦  That  tliis  pari, 
was  not  like  to  be  long,  lliat  we  would  treat 
of  such  matters,  as  most  concerned  the  com- 
monwealth ;  and  the  last,  of  any  thing  that 
concerned  himself.     Three  main  cKisincbses  in 


-was  brought  into  tfiat  house,  entitled,  '*  An 
act  concerning  CoHJu ration.  Witchcraft,  and 
Dealing  witli  evil  Spirits.  On  the  2d  reading 
the  bill  was  referred  to  a  large  committee,  in 
which  were  included  12  bps.  This  biH  passed 
into  a  law ;  ar>d  by  it  was  enacted,  "  That  if 
any  persons  shidl  yse,  practise,  or  exercise  any 
invocation  or  conjuration  m'  any  wicked  or 
evil  spirit;  or  shiill  consult,  covenant  with, 
entertain,  employ,  or  feed,  any  soch  spirit^ 
&c.  the  first  otFence  to  be  imprisonment  tor  a 
year,  and  standing  in  the  pillory  once  a  qua> 
tcr ;  the  next  to  be  death," 

A  Conference  proposed,  relating  to  an 
Union  between  England  and  Si'QLland.]—,^ 
April  14,  the  liord  Chancellor  made  a  mo- 
tion. That  as  in  the  kiug*s  s[*eech,  both  in  the 
beginning  of  the  pari,  and  since  upon  resort  o^ 


our  hands:  1.  The  iraion.     2.  Sundry  public    divers  lords  and  commoi^  to  him  at  court,  lii* 


and  commonwealth-bills.  3.  Matter  of  Ueli- 
gion,  and  Reformation  of  ecclesiastical  disci- 
pline. For  the  Unjon,  that  it  might  be  now 
prepared,  and  prosecuted  the  next  session. 
That  Union,  which  with  the  loss  of  much 
blood  could  never  be  brought  to  pass,  as  now 
it  is.  That  the  better  to  bring  it  to  pass,  we 
should  be  in  affections  united.  That  we  shoul4 
iirst  with  all  care  proceed  in  such  laws  as 
might  concern  the  general  good.  That  all 
heresies  and  schisms  might  be  rj^ted  out,  and 
care  taken  to  plant  and  settle  God's  true  reli- 
gion and  discipline  in  the  Church.  That  his 
wish  abore  all  things,  was  at  his  death  to 
leave,  1.  One  worship  to  Got!,  One  kingdom 
entirely  governed.  ()ne  uniformity  in  laws, 
lastly,  that  his  occasions  were  infinite,  and 
much  beyond  those  of  his  predecessors;  and 
tliercfbre  that  in  this  1st  pari,  we  would  not  take 
■from  him  that  which  we  had  yielded  to  others. 
That  in  his  aftcctions  l;e  wqs  ng  way  inferior 
to  other*,  nor  in  his  desire  to  ease  us." 

Then  the  warrant  for  a  new  Election  of  a 
knight  for  Bucks,  was  read-  and  allowed  in 
this  form :  "  Whereas  the  right  lion,  sir  John 
Fortescue,  knt.  chanc.  of  his  mnj.'s  duchy  of 
Lancaster,  and  sir  Fra.  Goodwin,  knt.  have 
been  severally  elected  and  returned  knights  ol' 
the  shire  for  the  county  of  Bucks,  to  ser\'e  in 
this  present  pari. :  upon  deliberate  consulta- 
tion, and  for  »omo  special  causes  moving  the 
Commons  house  of  pari. :  it^  is  this  day  orr 
dered  and  required  by  the  said  house,  that  a 
writ  be  forthwith  awarded  for  a  new  Election 
of  another  ^night  for  the  said  shire ;  and  this 
shall  be  your  warrant."*  Directed,  "  To  my 
very  loving  friend,  sir  Geo.  Coppin,  knt.  clerk 
of  the  crown  in  his  maj.'s  high  court  of  Chan- 
cery."— Having  thus  given  the  whole  of  this 
important  oase,  we  shall  now  go  on  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Lords  in  this  pari. 
^  Art  against  Witchcraft.]     April  2.     A  bill 

♦  Notwithstanding  sir  Fra.  Goodwin  was 
thus  removed  out  of  the  house ;  he  was  soon 
nfler  elected  for  the  town  of  Buckingham,  rm 
the  decease  of  sir  Edw.  Terrcl,  knt.  WiJlis's 
"tit.  Part  ..i. 


^1 


maj.  had  recommended  it  to  them  to  proceed 
in  such  matters,  in  this  his  first  pari,  as  are  of 
greatest  importance  to  the  state;  and  espe- 
cially hi  that  particular  of  an  Union  between 
the  kingdoms  of  Euglaud  and  Scotland.  H« 
moved  that  some  Proposition  mii^ht  be  made 
to  the  lower  house  for  a  Conference  about 
this  affair.  This  proposal  was  agreed  to  b? 
both  houses,  atid  a  large  cofniuittee  o£  LorJs 
were  appointed,  who  were  to  meet  tlic  com- 
mittee of  the  Commons  that  afternoon.  Wha^ 
was  done  attiiis  first  Conference  is  not  entered 
in  the  Journals;  but  we  are  told,  that  on  the 
16th,  a  message  was  sent  -to  the  Lords,  an4 
delivered  by  mr,  Sccretiiry  llorbert  and  others 
of  the  commons,  "  That  the  committee  of  tha( 
hou!»e  had  reported  to  the  rest  the  Proposition 
made  to  them  by  the  T^ords,  as  from  bis  maj, 
about  the  affair  of  an  Union.  That  the  whole 
liouse,  judging  this  mutter  to  be  a  cause  of 
very  great  importance  and  consequence;  it 
ought  to  be  proceeded  in.  irith  great  caution 
and  dcliberatioq.  They  therefore  tliougbt  i( 
necessary  not  to  proceed  in  the  Conference,, 
till  every  man  of  their  house  had  considered 
of  and  delivered  hb  opinion  about  it.  Au4 
they  had  appointed  a  day  to  enter  upon  that 
debate,  till  which  time  they  desired  their  lord* 
ships  to  hold  them  excused  for  farther  Confqjw 
ence." 

April  21.  The  lord  Cecil  produced  a  papcr^ 
containing  a  Draught,  or  Form,  devised  by  the 
king  himself,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
great  work.  The  paper  was  rdhd  to  the  house, 
but  not  offered  as  a  bill,  only  as  a  &bort 
draught  or  memorial,  on  which  a  bill  might  bf 
afterwards  agreed  on.  We  are  not  told  what 
the  substance  of  this  proposal  from  the  kiu^ 
was ;  nor  do  we  meet  with  any  more  about  ^ 
this  matter  in  the  Lords'  Journals  till  the  30th^ 
At  which  time  the  Lords  sent  to  desn-e  ano- 
ther Conference  with  the  lower  house,  and 
promised  tliem  that  they  would  iuform  them- 
selves, by  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  concern- 
ing the  name  and  appellation  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  acquaint  their  conunittees  there- 
with :  that  afternoon  being  appointed  by  both 
lioi^HQS  for  tli^  Qos^cx^&f,  u^  the  outivar4 
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chftfnbcr  of  the  Parliament's  presence,  the 
Lords  bcg'.in  again  to  deliberate  on  what 
points  were  necessary  to  propose  at  the  meet- 
ins;.  When  the  lord  c!)anccllor  started  the 
foUowing  particulars,  which  were  agreed  to  by 
the  whole  house.  1.  "  To  acquaint  the  Com- 
mdns  that  the  judges  had  given  it  as  their  opi- 
nions,  that  the  name  cannot  be  altered  now, 
without  prejudice  to  the  state.  Therefore, 
rebus  sic  stantibus,  that  point  was  at  an  end. 
S.  That  the  Lords  did  desire  to  have  mutual 
Conference  with  them,  on  the  other  point; 
which  was,  concerning  the  commission,  accord- 
ing to  his  mai/s  proposal.  3.  To  be  moved 
vnto  them  for  the  nomination  of  commission- 
ers this  pari,  to  treat  of  those  matters.  '  4.  The 
same  committees  of  both  houses  may  be  se- 
lected and  appointed  for  the  framing  of  a  bill 
touching  this  great  affair." 

There  in  no  account  in  the  Lords'  Journals 
relating  to  any  farther  proceedings  about  this 
matter,  except  that  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and 
passed  into  a  law,  for  appointing  English  com- 
missioners to  treat  with  a  select  number  of 
Scotch  on  this  grand  concern  between  the  two 
•ations.  But  the  Journals  of  the  Commons 
are  much  more  copious;  in  which  house  the 
affair  was  argued,  for  several  days  together. 
The  clerks  have  taken  lunts  of  the  arguments 
on  both  sides,  for  and  agninst  this  Union,  which 
are  entered  in  the  proceedings  of  that  luiuse. 
Several  of  these  are  so  short  as  not  to  he  un- 
derstood; and  the  whole  di9}jute,  since  it 
ended  in  little  or  nothing,  is  too  prolix  and  te- 
dious for  our  purpose.  We  shall  content  our- 
selves with  giving  the  King's  own  System  for 
the  Union,  not  inserted  in  the  Lord-' Journals; 
and  a  Copy  o(  tlie  king's  Original  Letter  to 
this  house,  on  (his  aflfair,  in  its  own  peculiar 
orthography:  which  shews  that  he  spelt  his 
English  according  to  the  Scotch  pronunciation 
of  it  at  that  time. 

"  The  King's  Proposals  roa  an  Union. 
**  This  Proposition  which  now  I  make  con- 
eeming  the  Union,  so  far  as  now  I  craved  to 
b^  assented  unto  at  this  pari,  is  no  Airthcr  but 
m  particular  explanation  of  a  part  of  my  speech 
I  used  to  the  whole  pari,  about  the  matter  of 
the  Union ;  which  being  twice  repeated  by  inc 
in  the  parliament-house,  anil  then  after  print- 
ed, ana  public]?  set  out  to  tiM  view  of  all  the 
irorld,  wa^  (as  I  am  informed)  so  well  accepted 
tnd  appfanded  ny  all,  as  I  made  the  less  doubt 
to  make  this  particular  proposition  in  *  *  own 
time  hereafter.  Th^  substance  of  the  thing, 
Vwhkh  now  I  crave  to  be  done,  conststeth  on^ 
m  two  points:  1.  That  by  a  bill,  or  act,  framed 
In  this  pari,  it  may  be  infused  in  all  the  pco« 
pie's  hearts,  that,  as  it  is  alreadj^  set  down  in 
^he  recognition  of  [my]  jnst  po^eision  of  the 
<rowns  of  both  the  famous,  ancient,  aqd  ^ 
iiouralile  itmions  of  England  an^  'Scottaod. 
dwelling  within  [one]  isle,  and  only  oofnpasse4 
By  the  ocesn,  i\te  i^ow,  by  the  great  blessing 
pf  Ckid,  and  to  the  perpetual  weal  of  both  tfy* 
nations,  [imitcdj  under  one  allegiance,  and 
tnyal  sobjcjc^^  i^  me  i^  ii^  mjf  FcmOi  to 


ray  person  and  my  posterity  for  ever:  and 
that  thereby,  that  which  accreasetli  to  me  ainl 
mine,  and  to  the  weal  and  strength  of  the  sub- 
jects of  both  countries,  Wy  be  rightly  con- 
ceived,   and    [clearly]  undentooJ,    by    aU 
men.    The  2nci  point  b,  That  although  it  be 
not  my  meaning,  neither  at  [this]  time,  nor 
never  hcrcailer,  to  alter  or  iniiOvate  the  fun- 
damental laws,  priviledges,  and  good  cttsComs 
of  this   kinsdom,    whereby    only    the  king's 
princely  authority  is  conserved,  and  tbe  peo- 
ple's (l>dtl)  in  general  and  particular)  security 
of  their  lands,  living,  and  privilec^es,  is  maiii- 
tiiined  unio  tliem :  yet,  that  it  is  fit  and  coo- 
venient,  for  the  nourishing  and  iucrcasiog  of 
the  mutual  use  among  [the]  members,  stmd 
two  hall^,  as  it  were,  of  the  body,  that  aU 
sorts,  particular,  temporal,  or  indifierent,  man- 
ners, or  statutes  and  [customs!  may  be  agreed 
upon,  and  welled  in  one,  as  tney  are  aU  one 
body,  under  [one]  head :  and  therefore,  that 
commissioners  may  be  appointed  by  the  parL 
authorized  to  confer  and  consult  witb  suck 
Scottish  commissioners,  as  sltall  be  selected  X» 
meet  with  them,  for  the  making  of  tbe  firame 
to  this  effect,  to  be  propounded  to  tbe  next 
two  purliamcnUof  EndandandScotkod;  tbat 
thereby,  and  by  tbe  nappy  conclusion  in  the 
two  next  parliaments,  not  only  all  qnentions^ 
and  unhappy  rubs,  which  may  hereafter*  at 
any  time,  be  unluckily  cast  in,  may  then  be 
decided,  and  put   to   a  quiet  end;   but   aU 
other  means  may  also  tlien  be  used,  for  in- 
creasing the  mutual  love,  qucncliing  all  sparks 
of  old  debates,  and  contbrming  tl^m  amoas 
tliemsclves  to  tliat  nniformity  of  manners  and 
customs,  which   God,   by  his  providence,  in 
apparent  sight  of  ail  the  world,  hath  begun, 
and  by  the  finishing  whereof  tbe  true  meui- 
ing  of'^that  acknowlclgment  in   my  recugni- 
tioD  may  be  performed  and  accoroplihhe<L— 
As  for  the  bill,  which  to  this  effect  I  did  frame, 
it  would  never  have  proceeded  of  me,  to  have 
so  far  overweoned  myself  of  the  laws  and  cus- 
toms here,  as  to  have  straightly  thereby  pre- 
scribed to  the  pari,  what  words  they  should 
precisely  use  in  that  purpose ;  bat  being  bum- 
blv  requested  by  Francis  Bacon  (then  mouth 
of^that  part  of  the  house,  which  came  to  me) 
that,  for  the  supply  of  his  memory,  I  wouia 
shortly  set  down  the  substance  of  tlmt  part  of 
my  speech,  then  publicly  uttered  to  tbe  lowcf 
house,  I  was  contented  to  indict  it  to  bim  as  it 
hath  been  often  read  in  your  open  audience: 
but  I  am  so  far  firom  being  weddied  to  any  opi- 
nions of  mine,  in  the  form  thereof,  as  whatsoo 
ever  wovds  may  be  found,  \»y  the  pari,  by  their 
committees,  or  the  judges  of  the  land  (wbost 
opinions  I  will  ever  reverence  and  bowNir  in 
their  own  elementa)  whid)  are  contained  with- 
in my  last  pn^ect,  whidk  may  be  found  la  be 
contrary  or  derogatmy  to  tba  provisoes  ar  «•- 
planations  of  my  meaning  therein  sat  cl»«va,  I 
tifn  heartily  well  coatentod,  that,  hy  the  anWioa 
of  the  same  judges,  they  ma^r  be  cIsMSdi 
gnar«M  by  cantions,  dmnsed,  ifiaavaied,  m 
ut^l^  aor^^  Qi^t,  as  may  best  a|rM'witlilh| 
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Substance  of  my  tneanin^,  and  cfcbcw  any  itj- 
herent  contradiction,  which  may  be  Ica^t  lurk- 
in^  within  the  said  bill,  or  act  of  pari,  to  be 
made  :  and  especially, 'because  I  hear  greatest 
doubts  and  questions  of  law  made,  that  the 
as6umiog  the  word  and  title  of  Breiany,  by  act 
of  pari,  before  the  accomplishment  of  these 
pfirticulars,  may  imply  any  secret  or  [tacit] 
derogation  to  the  rest  of  tlie  particular  condi- 
tions included  in  (the]  same  bill ;  although  my 
inserting  of  the  particulur  name  now,  was  only 
for  the  better  furtherance  of  the  grounds,  which 
•re  before  rehearsed  ;  yet  am  I  so  far  from  al- 
lowing or  permitting  any  tacit  contradiction,  or 
obsurity,  in  that  matter,  which  I  by  [all]  means 
prc^s  to  hare  so  clear  and  evident,  as  1  will 
not  only  [if],  the  truth  be  upon  tliat  side,  be 
content  of  toe  omission  of  [the]  name,  for  this 
time,  but  thuik,  aud  ever  esteem,  thut  I  have 
ffreat  cause  to  thank  and  account  well  of  the 
learned  judges,  and  other  wise  men  whosoever, 
that  by  these  means  will  prescn-e  me  from  be- 
ing tlie  cause  for  making  an  implicit  contra- 
diction to  mine  own  meaning  to  be  contained 
witliin  M*  ovrn  law ;  which  could  not  be  wil- 
lingly done  by  me,  without  spot  to  my  honour, 
pretendiftg  one  thing,  and  purposing  another; 
and  to  the  great  harm  of  the  subjects  of  both 
tlie  ivalms:  but  this  to  be  so  understood,  that 
H  on  the  other  side  [there],  be  the  doubts,  cast 
i«  by  tlie  curious  carping^  of  some,  wresting  and 
misinterpreting  the  law  against  the  true  mean- 
ing [thereof  J;  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  as 
I  am  bound  in  honour  *  •'to  my  fonncrly  set- 
down  wprds,  so  all  my  good  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, of  both  the  houses,  will  concur  m  assist- 
ing^ me  [not]  to  be  overruled  by  wilfulness, 
wiiCTC  I  cannot  be  convinced  by  reason." 

**  A  letter  from  his  majesty  to  the  bouse,  in  the 
matter  of  the  Union,  written  with  hb  own 
Hand,  delivered  by  sir  Roger  Aston  to  mr. 
^caker,  read  publicly  at  tlic  Board  by  sir 
Tbos.  Lake,  standing  by  the  Clerk,  as  one 
best  ac(|uainted  with  tlie  King's  Hand  and 
Phr.isct  The  Letter  foUowieth  is  tbestf 
woi*ds  § : — 

**  Ye  see,  nith  quhat  cleemes  and  sinceritie 
I  have  behaved  myself  in  this  earande,  e^'en 
thronch  all  the  progresse  thairof,  thoch,  I  will 
toot  saye,  too  littel  rcgairdit  by  von,  but  I  may 
jnstlie  saj-c,  not  so  uiltinglie  embraced  by  you, 
«s  the  uortliines  of  the  maitter  doth  uelf  de- 
serve. I  proteste  to  God,  the  fruictes  tbairof 
iiill  chieflie  tende  to  youre  owen  uell,  prospe- 
ritie,  aud  increase  of  strenth  and  greatnes :  no- 
thing can  staye  you  from  barkening  nnto  it, 
but  jalousie  and  distruste,  atber  of  me  the  pro- 
pomider,  or  of  the  maitter  by  me  propounaitt : 
if  of  me,  then  doe  ye  both  mc  and  yoare  selfis 
' '     '  ■        — 1^^—— — ^— *^—i fc^— ^— . 

§  The  original  letter  is  here  inserted,  in  the 
itini^s  band,  out  without  his  sign  nMimtal;  and 
is  thus  endorsed :  ^  Rex.  lik  majesty's  let- 
ter to  t!)c  commons  house  of  pari,  touching 
the  matter  of  the  Union,  1*»  Maii,  1604."— 
Kote  in  the  printed  Journals. 


an  infinite  uroogCi  my  conscience  bearing  me 
recorde,  that  I  ever  deserved  the  oontrane  at 
youre  handis;  but  if  youre  distruste  be  of  the 
maitter  itself,  then  distruste  ye  nothing  but 
youre  owin  uisdpmes  or  honesties:  for  as  f 
have  gevin  over  urangHng  upon  uordis  uitk 
you,  so  crave  I  no  conclusion  to  be  tak^  at 
this  tyme  heirin,  but  only  a  commission,  that 
it  maye  be  disputid,  considd^d  upon,  and  ro« 
portid  unto  you ;  and  then  uill  ye  be  youre 
owin  cookes,  to  dresse  it  as  ye  listc :  so  that 
(as  I  have  allreaddic  said)  since  the  conclusioa 
thairof  ctm  never  be  uithout  youre  owin  as* 
scintis;  if  ye  be  trew  to  youre  solfis,  no  man 
can  deceave  you  in  it.  Let  not  youre  sel^ 
thairfore  be  transported  with  the  curiositie  of 
a  few  giddie  headis ;  for  it  is  in  you  nou  to 
make  the  choice,  athcr,  by  yielding  to  the  Pro- 
vidence of  God,  and  embracing  that,  qdbicbe 
lie  hath  castin  in  yuure  inouthis,  to  procure  the 
prosperitie  and  increase  of  greatnes  to  me  and 
mvne,  you  and  youres;  and,  by  the  auaye^ 
taking  of  that  partitionuall,  quhiciie  alh*eaddie^ 
by  Goddis  Providence,  in  my  bloode  is  rent 
asunder,  to  establishe  my  throne,  and  youre 
boddle  politikc,  in  a  perpetuall  aud  floonshii^ 
peace ;  or  ellis,  contemning  Goddis  bcnefitcsy 
so  freely  ofred  unto  us,  to  spittc  and  blaspheme 
in  his  face,  by  praefcrring  uarre  to  peace, 
trouble  to  quyetncs,  hatred  to  love,  ueaknes  to 
greatnes,  ana  division  to  union ;  to  sowe  tLe 
seidis  of  disconle  to  allourc  posterities;  to  dis^ 
honoure  youre  king ;  to  make  both  me  and  you 
a  proverbe  of  reproche  in  the  mouthis  of  all 
straingcris,  and  all  enneinies  to  tiiis  nation, 
and  envyars  of  my  greatnes;  and  oure  next 
laboure  to  be,  to  take  up  new  guarisons  for  the 
bordouris,  and  to  make  new  fbrtiticatioos 
tiiaire.  '  Sed  meiiora  spero.'  I  hoape,  thai 
God,  in  this  choice,  and  free  nill  of  youris,  uill 
npt  suffer  you,  uith  olde  Adaroe,  to  choose  the 
worste,  and  so  to  procure  the  defacing  of  this 
earthlie  Paradise ;  but,  by  the  contiarie,  that 
he  shall  inspyre  you  so^  as,  uith  the  seconde 
Adame,  ye  shall  produce  peace ;  and  so  beu- 
tiHe  this  ourd  earthlie  kingdome  heereuith,  ae 
it  may  represente,  and  be  an  arles-pennie  unto 
us,  of  tliat  ffitemal  peace  in  diat  q^idtuaU 
kingdome,  quhiche  is  prepared  for  the  perp&» 
tuall  residence  of  all  his  cliosen  children." 

Notwithstanding  these  remoostrances  from 
the  king,  this  afiair  went  on  but  heavily  in  both 
houses;  for  though  thb  pari,  at  the  king*sde^ 
sire,  went  upon  tlie  business  and  brought  it  to 
some  forwardness,  yet  it  i%  easy  to  see  that  the 
matter  was  treated  very  cooly  throughout  this 
session ;  and,  in  the  end,  it  was  left  to  Comiiki# 
sioners,  to  manage  it  by  themselves.  The  net 
for  appointing  these  Commissioners  is  not  pnur 
ted  in  the  public  statutes;  and  we  are  obli^ 
to  ^mr.  Wilson,  the  writer  of  this  king's  Xifek 
for  the  English  Commissioners  Names,  and 
some  account  of  their  power  in  concluding  the 
business.  Tlie  Commissibncx^  for  England  west 
the  lord  chancellor  EUesmore,  tisc  carls  of  Do> 
set,  Nottingham,  Southampton,  Pembru)(e  and. 
Northampton;  the  ^i^^pfcAfclAtulrm^  nit^K^y 
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and  St.  Dti\i<i*i;  the  lords  Cecil,  Zoucb,  Mon- 
teagle,  Eure  and  Shefiiejdot'  the  Upper  Huusc. 
For  the  Comiwons  wereTho.  lord  C'ljuto^,  Hob. 
Inrd  Bucklittf>t,  sir  Francis  Hastings,  sir  John 
Staixliopc,  sir  John  Herbert,  sir  GiKJi-ge  (arew, 
•ir  Tbo.  Strickland,  sir  l-klw.  Sta/Tord,  bir  llcury 
Nevil  of  Berkshire,  bir  Ud.  Buckley,  sir  Henry 
BitUngttley,  sir  Daniel  Dun,  sir  £d\v.  Hobby,  bir 
John  Savile,  sir  Hob.  Wroth,  sir  Tho.  Clialoncr, 
sir  Hob.  Mounjel,  sir  Tho.  Uidpe\\ay,  sir  ITio. 
Holcrot't,  sir  1  ho.  Hcsketh,  sir  Francis  Ha<^n, 
lir  Lawrence  Tanfield,  sir  Henry  Hobart,  sir 
li^ary  VVitldnj^ton,  sir  Ralph  Gray,  sir  Tho. 
Lake,' knights;  John  Benne t,  LL.D.  Robert 
Askwitll,  Tho.  James  and  Henry  Cluipmun, 
citizens  and  merchants.  These,  or  any  8  of 
cbe  said  Lords,  and  ^  of  the  said  Commons, 
shall  Ivave  power  to  assemble,  meet,  treat  and 
consult,  with  certiiin  select  couiinissioncrs  to 
be  named  and  autboriscd  by  the  pari,  of  Scot- 
land, concerning  such  niHtter!>,  cuu>es  ajid 
things,  as  they,  in  their  wis<loius,  bhali  deem 
conreuicut  and  neces-sary  fortlie  iionourofthe 
hinQy  aJid  common  t;ood  of  both  kingdoms, 

Notwithstanding  alUhis  parade,  the  Commis- 
lioners  on  both  sides  no  sooner  met,  than  tticy 
^oandthe  matter  impracticable;  for  tiic  Scotch, 
though  we  had  taken  their  king,  absolutely  re- 
fused to  be  governed  by  any  of  our  laws. 

A  Conference  appointed  for  Information  of 
Ecc.lcmstkai  Mutters,'].  April  liith,  Mr.  Sec- 
rctiiry  llerl>crt  brought  a  message  to  the 
Jx)rds  from  the  Commons  to  this  effect : 
"  That  whereas  their  Speaker  had  sigiiitied 
to  the  whole  house  his  maj.*s  pleasure  that  a 
confevencc  should  be  hud,  with  certain  of  th# 
lords  the  bislM>ps,  concerning  a  Kcfonuation 
of  certain  Matters  and  Ridus  of  the  Church, 
of  which  some  complahits  had  been  made;  and 
for  a  better  correspondence  to  be  held  beiwixt 
the  clergy  and  laity  tor  tlic  future:  the  Com- 
mons were  willing  to  have  such  a  conlertu^e 
tvitli  some  select  number  of  the  bps.;  hut  sp, 
to  cofifcr  with  tlicm  as  Lords  of  tlic  ll^hcr 
Uou^e  of  pari,  and  not  iu  such  condition  and 
quality  ufi  they  are  of  thcrCon vocation  House." 
To  which  Message  ll»e  L*Kds  said  tl»cy  vy^uld 
return  an  answer  the  next  day,  or,  ^  sorm  as 
they  conveniently  might. — Accordingly  on  tlje 
morrow  an  answer  was  returned  by  the  Z^rds, 
that  they  approved,  of  a  conference,  and  had 
aominaied  SO,  or  thereabouts,  of  the^  house, 
a  committee  for  that  purpose^  This  committee 
consisted  of  all  the  great  minister*  of  *iUite,  7 
earls,  1 1  barons,  and  14  bps.  The.cotiuuous 
appointed  60  of  their  house  to  attend  tin*  Lonl/v; 
%ut  the  king  judging  tW  this  gi-eut  number 
Irom  both  bouses,  would  rather  perplex  than 
conciliate  the  conference,  sent  a  niessugo  to  de- 
iire  them  to  constitute  sub-committees  to  treat 
^OfXixt  these  Charch  Affairs.  On  which  the 
lx)rds  named  only  9  of  the  former  nund>er>  and 
the  Commons  ^ ;  which  were  to  meet,  on  the 
«lst  of  May,  ui  tlie  Council  Chsnnbcr  of  the 
Court,  to  settle  tliis  business. — ^The  Lords  Jour^ 
&(ds  leave  us  short  as  to  what  was  doot-,  or 
4igrced  oivat  this  .Conference  beiwten  the  two 


houses;  but  those  of  the  Commons  give  os  ceF* 
tain  Articles  or  Instructions,  on  which  their  . 
conimittce  wa<9  to  treat  with  that  of  the  other 
house.    The  Articles  were  as  follows — 

Articles  id  be  debated  on.]     **  1.  Inpruniu 
'i'liar  the  Articles  only  concerning  the  Docuine 
of  Faith,  and  of  the  Sacraments,  whereunto  the 
mini.sters  ou^ht  to  subscribe,  by  the  statute  of 
the  Idth  Fiiz.  may  be  explained,  perfected, 
and  ostiblishcd  by  pari.;  and  that  no  contrary 
doctrine  may  l>c  taught  within  this  realm  ;  and 
that  all  masters  of  household  may  be  compelled 
to  subscribe  unto  tlie  same  Articles,  as  well  as 
tljc  ministers. — I?.  7/tw,  That  from  henceforth 
none  other  be  admitted  to  be  Ministers  of  the 
\y  ord  and  Sacraments,  than  such  as  are,  at  the 
time  of  their  admittauce,  Bachlcrsof  Art,  or  of 
an  higher  degree  in  schools;  having  tesdmonj 
Irom  the  university,  or  college,  whereof  he  was, 
of  hi<>  ability  to  preach,  and  of  Ids  good  life ; 
or  else  such,  as  are  approved,  and  allowed  lo 
hesuiiicientto  preach,  and  instruct  the  people, 
and  to  be  of  good  lilc,  by  some  testimonial  of  ^ 
preachers    of  the  county,   where  the    party 
dwelleth.-— 3.  Item,  That  from  henceforth  no 
dispensation  or  toleration  shall  be  allowed  to 
any,  to  have  or  retain  two,  or  more  benefices, 
with  cure  of  souls,  or  to  be  non-resident;  and 
that  such  as  now  have  double  benefices,  or  be 
non-re.sidcnt,  shall    give  spl^icient  allowance 
yearly  to  maintaiii  a  preacher  in  theu:  absence  ;^ 
and  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  incumbent  shall 
be  allotted  to  make  his  residency  in  one  of  his 
pai-sonages,  to  the  intent,   tliat  in   the  other 
church  a  certain  and  constant  minister  may  be 
maintained  and  kept. — \.  Also  it   is  thouglK 
meet,  whore  the  living  of  the  vicar,  or  curate, 
is  under  'Z0\.  by  the  year,  that,  for  the  better 
maintenance  of  llie  vicar,  or. curate  (beings 
pitcher)  there  mny  be  some  increase  made  of 
his  iivingv  as  shall  be  thought  convenient. — 5. 
Also  it  is  humbly  desired,  tliat  the  Lords  would 
center  with  Us,  touclring  a  Petition  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  king's  iii2^|.  that,  by  his  gracious 
fiivour,.sucli  order  be  utken,  that  no  minister 
be  fbroed  tO'  subscribe,  otherwke  than  to  die 
Articles  concerning  only  the  Doctrine  of  Faith 
and  Sacraments,  whcreunto  by  ^be  said  statute, 
mndc  in  the  l.'^th  Kliz.  tliey  arc  appointed  to 
subscribe, — 6.  Also  to  confer  with  the  Lords, 
that  such  faithful  ministers,  as  dutifully  cany 
themselves  in  their  functions  and  calliogs,lc^b' 
ing  tlie  people  diligently,  may  not  be  deprived, 
suspended,  silenced^  or  imprisoned,  for  not 
using  of  tho  Crpas  in  Baptism,  or  the  surplice, 
wlvchtumeth  to  tho  punishmeat  of  tlie  people. 
— Touching  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  there  is  * 
Bill  dra^vn  by  the  Committees,  ready  to  be  pre* 
ferred  to  the  House. 

A  PctUian/or  Dispcnsi/^  in  Matters  indif* 
fcrciitJ^  Jtme  13tli.  Sir  fL  Hastings  made  a 
Report  to-the  Commons  of  what  their  sub-coai- 
mittce  had  done,  who  were  appointed  to  seardi 
precedents,  touching  intermeddling  withEccIe* 
si asti cal  i  natters.  Several  prcceden  ts  and  laws 
were  produced :  as,  also,  tlie  form  of  a  Petitioa 
for  a  l3i^peasation,  ^|ith  some  Minibteo^  '^ 
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fatten  uidiiTerenty  &c.  which  Petition  follows 
in  these  words : — 

**  To  the  king's  most  excellent  miyesty. 
Most  dread  sovereign:  forasmuch  as  your  ma), 
out  of  your  princely  favour,  hath  vouchsafed 
to  signify  your  gracious  pleasure,  that  we 
liiouid  enter  into  consuluuon  of  things  that 
concern  the  establishment  of  true  Roiigion  in 
this  land,  thereby,  as  by  many  other  ways, 
inaking  evident  demonstration  of  your  maj.'s 
most  religious  affection  and  princely  wisdom 
in  the  direction  of  these  causes;  %ve  have 
thought  it  expedient,  rather  by  this  our  hum- 
He  Petition,  to  recommend  to  your  maj.'s 
godly  consideration  certain  matters  of  griev- 
ance, resting  in  your  royal  power  and  princely 
zeal  either  to  abj^gate  or  moderate,  than  to 
take  the  public  discussing  of  the  same  unto 
ourselves;  to  tlie  end  (if  it  so  seem  good  to 
your  highness)  we  may,  from  the  sacred  foun- 
tain of  your  maj.'s  most  royal  and  religious 
heart,  wholly  and  only  derive  such  convenient 
remedy  and  relief  therein,  as  to  your  princely 
wisdom  shall  seem  most  meet.  The  matters 
of  grievance  (that  we  be  not  troublesome  to 
your  wai.)  are  these :  the  pressing  the  Use  of 
certain  Kites  and  Ceremonies  in  this  Church; 
as  the  Cross  in  Baptism,  the  wearing  of  the 
Surplice  in  ordinary  parish  churches,  and  the 
Subscription  required  of  the  Ministers,  fur- 
ther than  is  commanded  by  the  laws  of  the 
realm;  things  which,  by  long  experience,  have 
been  fqund  to  be  the  occasions  of  such  di0cr- 
encc,  trouble,  and  contention  in  this  church, 
as  thereby  divers  profitable  and  painful  minis- 
ters, not  in  contempt  of  authority,  or  desire  of 
novelty,  as  tlicy  sincerely  profess,  and  wc  are 
verily  persuaded,  but  upon  conscience  towards 
God  rcfusiii";  the  same,  some  of  good  desert 
liave  been  deprived,  others  of  good  expecta- 
tion withheld  from  entering  into  the  ministry, 
and  way  given  to  the  ignorant  and  unable 
men,  to  the  great  prejudice  ^f  the  free  course 
and  fruitful  success  of  the  Gospel,  to  the  dan- 
gerous advantage  of  the  common  advjcrsaries 
of  true  religion,  and  to  the  great  grief  and  dis- 
comfort of  many  of  your  maj/s  most  faithful 
and  loyal  subjects.  In  tender  compassion 
whereof,  may  it  please  your  excellent  roaj.  of 
your  zeal  towanis  the  Gospel,  to  vouchsafe 
fome  gracious,  princely,  and  favourable  consi- 
deration of  the  burden  of  these  grievances,  un- 
der which  this  Church  hath  of  long  time 
groaned ;  in  doing  whereof,  we  are  verily  per- 
suaded, your  maj.  shall  much  more  easily  ac- 
compli:ih  your  religious  intendments ;  the  one 
of  settling  the  peace  of  this  Church,  the  other 
of  plantm^  a  learned  and  faithful  Ministry 
through  this  realm;  also  your  maj.  shall  great- 
ly comfort  the  hearts  of  many  grave  and  learn- 
ed Ministers,  give  much  contentment  to  your 
higlmess's  most  loving  subjects,  purchase  to 
your  royal  person  great  increase  of  honour, 
and  gain  to  Ahnighw  God  his  most  due  and 
deserved  glory :  Who  ever  keep  your  sacred 
maj.  under  the  wings  of  his  most  mighty  and 
blessed  protection.  Merturii,  %3  Junii,  1604.^ 
Vol.  J^ 


This  Petition  was  much  opposed  by  several 
members,  and  defended  by  otiicrs;  but,  in 
the  end,  it  was  dropped,  as  we  suppose,  for  we 
hear  no  more  of  it.  VVliat  the  result  of  ^1 
these  Conferences  produced,  is  uncertain ;  but 
it  is  probable  they  laid  the  groundwork  of  four 
Acts  which  passed  this  session,  the  title#of 
which  are  given  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Acts 
in  the  Lordb'  Journals,  but  are  none  of  them, 
except  the  £rst,  mentioned  in  the  printed  sta- 
tutes. Their  titles  are  these;  and  conclude 
all  we  shall  say  of  this  matter.  1.  '  An  Act 
for  avoiding  multiplicity  of  Leases,  made  by 
abps.  and  bps«.  of  such  lands  and  possessions 
as  helong  to  their  several  sees/  By  this  act 
the  crown  itself  was  disabled  from  receiving 
any  Conveyances  of  abps.  and  bps.  estates. 
2.  '  An  Act  against  scandalous  and  unworthy 
Ministers.'  3.  *  An  Act  for  disburthening  of 
Clergymen  of  all  such  Affairs  as  may  hinder 
them  in  their  divine  Callings  and  Cures.'  4. 
*  An  Act  for  the  better  discovery  and  suppres* 
sing  of  Simony,  and  other  corrupt  procuring  of 
Ecclesiastical  dignities,  titles,  jurisdictions,  of- 
fices, places,  and  promotions. 

Conference  about  Wards,  Respite  of  Homage, 
4c.]  May  19th.  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  and  others 
were  sent  from  the  Lower  House  to  tlie  Lords, 
and  delivered  a  message  from  the  Commons  to 
this  effect:.  **  That  whereas  a  motion  had  been 
made  by  that  house,  in  the  beghining  of  this 
pari,  for  a  Conference  with  their  lordships 
about  the  business  of  Wards;  which  received 
some  impedinient  in  the  proceeding,  at  that 
time,  bj^  reason  of  other  business :  they  wera 
now  desirous  to  make  Petition  to  the  king,  in 
which  they  desired  their  lordships'  concurrence, 
that  he  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  audienca 
concerning  that  matter,  and  to  make  some 
proposal  to  his  maj.  of  an  offer  in  lieu  of  the 
said  Wardships.  And  whereas,  .at  the  same 
time,  their  lordships  moved  to  have  Conference 
concerning  Respite  of  Homage,  which  they 
thbught  proceeaed  from  the  luids  out  of  fa- 
vour ana  good  respect  towards  them;  they 
desired  also,  to  address  the  king  to  give  thetn 
a  hearing,  not  only  of  this  matter,  but  of  the 
other  branches  growing  from  the  same  root; 
such  as  Tenures  in  Capite,  Ucence  of  Aliena-* 
tion,  Premier  Seizins,  and  such  like;  concern- 
ing all  which  particulars  they  did  hope  to 
make  it  appear  to  his  maj.  by  the  course  they 
meant  to  propound  to  him,  that  he  should  not 
receive  loss  or  prejudice,  but  rather  conveni- 
ence and  advantage."  To  which  Message  the 
Lords  took  time  to  return  an  answer  to  the 
Sl3t. — On  which  day,  on  a  motion  of  the  lord 
chancellor,  an  answer  was  returned  to  tha 
Commons,  ^  That  their  lordahips  hod  made 
choice  of  SO  of  their  house  fur  a  Conference  j 
and  that  they  desire  tlie  Commons  to  appoint 
a  competent  number  of  their  body  to  meet 
them.  Also,  that  their  committee  sfiould  come 
sufficiently  prepared  and  authorized  to  deliver 
and  make  known  to  them  the  grounds  and 
reasons  which  they  design  to  propose  to  h'  , 
maj.  concerning  these  particulars." 
3U 
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What  was  done  of  said  at  this  Confmnce 
is  not  handed  down  to  us;  but  a  remarkable 
Kiiiry  is  made  in  the  Jotimal  of  the  Lords  for 
that  day,  in  these  words:  "  26  Mail  pr£dict, 
Kcport  inaae  by  the  lord  chancellor  of  that 
which  passed  in  the  Conference  with  the  Low- 
er nouse,  concerning  the  matter  of  Wards  and 
Respite  of  Homage ;  and  a  repetition  thereof 
also  by  the  lord  Cecil.  The  conclusion  where- 
of was,  lliat  the  Lords  did,  by  way  of  advice, 
move  and  wish  them  to  forbear  any  further 
dealing  therein,  or  to  offer  any  itirther  Peti- 
tion for  it  to  the  king ;  both  for  divers  consi* 
derations  in  the  matter  itself^  and  in  respect 
of  tliis  time  of  his  maj.'s  first  pari,  which  they 
thought  to  be  inconxcnient  and  anscasoouble 
fur  it."  Thus  this  business  dropped  for  this  lime. 
Tfie  Commons  complain  of  a  nook  in  Frwour 
of  the  l^nion."]  May  26,  complaint  was  made 
to  the  Lords  by  a  message  delivered  by  sir  £dw. 
Hobby  and  others  from  the  Lower  House,  con- 
cerning a  certain  Book,  which  of  late,  as  they 
snid,  fell  into  their  hands,  intitled,  ♦***.  "  By 
the  publishing  of  whicli  Book,  (tending  to  make 
di\i8ion  and  strife,  tht^y  conceive  wrong  and 
dishonour  done  both  to  the  Lower  House  and 
the  Lords  themselves.  That  the  secrets  of  thai, 
house  should  be  discovered  touching  such  mat- 
ters as  had  been  by  them  debated,  heard  and 
allowed  hs  the  Lords,  approved  bv  the  Judges 
of  the  realm,  and  assented  to  by  his  maj.  vvliich 
fault,  they  said,  if  any  one  of  their  house  had 
committed,  they  protested  tliey  would  have  in- 
flicted exemplary  punishment  upon  himT  But 
because  they  supposed  that  it  was  the  work  of 
some  in  the'Upper  House,  they  desired  Con- 
ference with  the  1  ortls,  to  consider  what  course 
may  be  taken  in  ii."  The  Lords  returned  for 
Answer,  "That  when  they  had  perused  iheBook, 
which,  as  yet  most  of  them  had  not  done,  and 
had  considered  how  it  may  touch  the  honour 
of  either  house,  they  xvill  shew  themselves  as 
tender  and  sensible  of  it  as  the  Common?) ;  and 
will  let  ihcm  9o«m  know  their  opinion  concern- 
ing it.** — The  title  of  this  Bnok  is  left  blank  in 
the  Lords  Journals,  but  whether  by  design  or 
negligence  is  uncertain;  nor  are  we  better  as- 
sisted by.  those  of  the  Commons.  However, 
the  sequel  will  inform  us,  both  who  the  author 
of  it  was,  and  the  nature  of  the  subject  which 
/  gave  tlie  offence.  Two  stationers,  called  Field 
and  Chard,  concerned  in  the  printing  and  pub- 
libhing  the  Book,  were  sent  for,  and  brought 
before  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Serjeant  at 
arms.  These  men  confessed  the  publication, 
and  that  the  Bishop  of  Bribiol  was  the  Author 
of  it.*  This  put  the  House  to  a  stand,  what 
puni^hment  to  inflict  upon  the  stationers;  when 
so  great  a  man,  and  one  of  their  own  body, 
was  the  principal  aggressor.  They  were  ordered 
to  attend  the  House,  however,  *  in  die  ad  diem,' 


*  This  Bishop  of  Bristol  was  John  ITiom- 

borough,  ti-anslated  to  this  See  from  Limerick 

hi  Ireland,  anno  1#03.     Afterwards  in  1616, 

'  l»c  was  translated  to  Worcester.    Lc  Neve's 

Ifusti  Lcc.  Aug* 


for  some  time ;  in  tbe  mean  while  tbe  Coa** 
mons,  in«  Conference,  poshed  the  thing  wmtnl^ 
against  the  bp ;  and  the  Lmrds,  after  some  deli- 
beration amongst  thcmselvea,  what  sattafactieo 
to  give  to  th«  other  Hoase  about  this  matter, 
did  ail  agree  hi  oponion  tbujt  it  mi^  best  b« 
done,  if  the  said  bp.  f^ould  voluntarily  acknow^ 
Mge  himself  to  have  committed  an  error,  an^ 
that  he  was  sorrv  for  the  same.  We  are  toM 
that  the  bp.  M  last,  consented  to  make  this 
ackiiowledgcment,  which  be  read  in  the  House 
in  form,  ts  follows : — 

'  'Vfie  Bp,  of  Bristol,  the  Author,  asks  pardom 
for  if.]  ^  i.  1  confess  I  haN-e  erred  m  p*«- 
suming  to  deliver  a  private  sentence,  in'a  nmt- 
tcr  so  dealt  in  by  the  hi^h  court  of  pari.  9.  I 
am  sorry  for  it.  3.  If  it  was  to  do  again  I 
n-ould  not  do  it.  4.  I  protect  it  was  dcme  out 
of  ignorance,  and  not  out  of  malice,  towards 
cither  of  the  houses  of  pari,  or  any  particular 
member  of  the  same ;  but  ortly  to  declare  my 
aHection  to  the  intended  Union,  wltich  I  donw 
not  but  all  your  lordships  do  allow  of." 

Some  days  after,  (lie  Ct)mmons  tent  a  me»» 
sn<^e  to  the  Lords,  vvherein  they  acknowledt^ed 


their  lordships*  honourable  proceeding  in  dns 
matter ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  for  Uieir  bet* 
ter  satisfaction,  they  desired  that  a  copy  of  the 
bp.*s  Declaration  oip  his  error,  &c.  might  be 
given  them ;  that  it  might  be  recorded  also  in 
the  Joumak  of  that  House;  and  that  the 
Book  might  be  suppressed.  The  Lords  took 
time  to  consider  of  this  message ;  an^  after- 
wards, in  another  Conference,  about  this  ami 
other  matters,  the  Commons  had  the  sadsfbc* 
tion  they  desired,  and  so  the  affair  was  ended. 

Act  for  Tonnage  mnd  Poundage.']  June  14, 
was  sent  np  by  the  Commons,  a  bift  for  a  Sab- 
sidy  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage.  It  was  read 
a  2nd  time  in  the  Lords  on  the  I8th,  when  the 
I/)rd  'J'reasurcr  stood  up,  and  acquainted  the 
Lo»*ds,  **  That  having  perused  and  considered 
of  tlie  said  bill,  he  found  some  omission  or  iin- 
periection  in  the  same,  pft)per  to  be  reformed 
for  his  maj.'s  benefit  and"  service.  He  there* 
fore  moved,  that  a  Conference  might  be  had 
with  the  other  house  about  it.''  l^iswasana- 
nimously  agreed  to,  and  a  message  sent  to  thm 
Commons,  wherein  the  Lords  expressed  dwm- 
selves,  "  That  tliey  would  not  have  the  Lower 
House  think  it  proccreded  from  any  eoldnes 
in  affecrion  or  duty,  on  their  parts,  to  desire  a 
conference  \*'itli  them  on  the  amendment  of 
the  said  bill.**  Answer  was  returned,  that  the 
Commons  agreed  to  a  Conference ;  on  whidi 
t%vo  committees  were  a|)poioted  for  that  purw 
pose.  And,  on  another  motion,  the  Lords 
agreed,  that  in  the  Confierence,  the  committee 
for  the  Commons  roi^t  be  desired  to  pro- 
pound to  that  house  their  lordships*  earnest 
rc|g|ncsi  and  expectation,  that  some  means 
iniglit  be  by  them  considered  of,  for  a  rcHcf 
or  subsidy  to  be  farther  granted  to  his  maj.  to 
supply  his  present  necessities. 

Debute  on  the  Inprisonment  <fa  Member  in 
the  FieetA  In  the  Journals  of  the  Commons, 
is  a  rcmailkablQ  affiiir;  reiattsg  to  tluB  bopn* 
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•onment  of  one  of  thoir  own  Members.  Sir 
Thomas  Shirley^  member  for  Steyning,  liad 
beeo  committed  prisoner  to  the  fleet,  soon 
after  his  return,  and  before  the  pari,  met,  on 
an  execution.  The  House  sent  their  serjeaat 
at  arms  to  demand  the  prisoner ;  which  was 
refused  by  the  warden.  On  thiJ.,  lie  was  sent 
ibr  himself  to  the  house,  where  he  still  per- 
sisted in  den  V  ing  to  release  the  prisoi^er ;  and 
was  committed  to  tlie  Tower  for  the  contempt. 
On  the  9th  of  May,  a  stroim;  debate  arose  in 
the  house,  what  diey  should  do  to  release  their 
brother^  some  arguing  that  the  house  could 
Aot,  by  law,  secure  the  warden  from  an  escape 
of  his  prisoner.  But  the  Recorder  of  London 
said,  "  That  this  was  not  a  time  to  treat  about 
matters  of  law ;  but  how  to  deliver  sir  l*ho. 
Shirley.  He  moved  that  six  of  Uic  house 
might  be  selected  and  seiit  to  the  Fleet,  with 
the  Serjeant  and  his  mace  to  attend  them; 
there  to  require  the-  delivery  of  sir  Tbo.  Shir- 
ley: and,  if  it  was  denied,  to  press  to  his 
dumber,  and,  providing  for  the  safety  of  the 
prison  and  prisoners,  to  free  him  by  force  and 
bring  him  away  with  them  to  the  house.'* — 
Tiiis  motion  was  put  to  the  question,  aqd,  the 
house  dividing,  there  were  176  for  it,  and  153 
ai^oinst  the  motion ;  on  which  it  was  resolved 
to  send,  with  direction  and  authority,  as  be- 
fore. But  the  Speaker  putting  the  house  in 
mind,  that  all  those,  so  sent  to  enter  tltc  pri- 
son in  that  manner,  were  by  law  subject  to  an 
action  apon  the  case ;  it  was  thought  meet  to 
stop  this  proceeding. — Many  projects  were 
formed  in  the  bou!>e  for  several  days  together, 
for  the  dehvery  of  the  prisoner,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose ;  when  the  warden  was  a^piin  ordered  to 
oe  brought  before  them ;  and  being  told  of  tlie 

f;reataess  of  his  contempt,  and  terriiied  with 
urthcr  punishment  if  he  would  not  yield,  he 
still  refused  to  deliver  hb  prisoner  to  them. 
On  this^  another  debate  arose,  and,  having 
come  to  a  resolution,  the  warden  was  called 
in  again,  when  he,  still  persisting  in  his  ob:iti- 
nacv,  was  told  by  tlie  Speaker,  **  That,  as  he 
did  mcrease  his  contempt,  so  tlie  house  thought 
iitto  increase  his  punishment ;  and  that  tllcir 
Jiidgment  was  now,  he  should  be  oonunitted 
to  the  prison,  called  little-Ease,  witliin  the 
Tower.*^ 

The  next  day,  the  lieut.  of  the  Tower  sent  a 
letter  to  the  Speaker,  importing,  That  he  had 
talked  with  the  warden,  his  prisoner;  and 
that  be  now  seemed  to  have  some  feeling  of 
his  error^and  obstinacy ;  and  that  if  the  house 
would  sand  two  of  their  members,  which  he 
naooed,  to  satisfy  him  in  the  point  of  his  secu- 
rity, he  would  be  content  to  deliver  up  his 
prisoner  to  their  seijeant,  when  they  would 
pleast  to  send  for  hln,  Bat  the  house  would 
|io^  consanr  to  this;  and  after  many  more  ar- 
gumanit  and  debates,  the  day  after  they  came 
to  a  resolntion,  to  land  another  warrant  of 
Habeas  Corpus  to  release  their  member;  and 
^hot  the  warden  should  be  brought  from  the 
Towar  to  the  door  of  the  Fleet,  and  thera  to 
t^ave  it  s^rre^  apoij  hm  by  tha  t^ijc^i^  and 


then  to  be  returned  to  his  dnu«;eoQ  of  little-r 
Ease  again.  The  Form  of  all  these  warranis 
are  in  the  Journals;  but  there  is  a  mem, 
added  to  this  last,  "  That  mr,  Vice-CUamber-r 
laiu  was  privately  instructed  to  go  to  the  king, 
and  luimbly  desire  that  he  would  be  pleaded 
to  command  the  Warden,  on  his  allegiance,  to 
deliver  up  sir  Hiomas ;  not  a^s  petitioned  for 
by  the  hou-ic,  but  as  if  himself  thought  it  fit  • 
out  of  his  own  gracious  judgment." 

It  is  probable  this  last  methofi  prevailed; 
for  we  find  that  sir  Thomas  was  delivf  red  up, 
by  a  petition  sent  to  the  house  from  the  war- 
den, in  Ins  str.iit  durance,  and  praying  to  bQ 
released  fi-om  it.  However,  the  house  thought 
tit  to  contir\ue  him  in  conHnement  some  time 
longer ;  when,  •  at  last,  being  onlered  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar,  on  his  knees,  "  He  con- 
fessed his  error  and  presun^ption,  and  profes- 
sed that  he  was  unfeignedly  sorry  that  ne  had 
so  offended  that  honourable  liquse.''  Ot) 
which  the  Speaker,  by  direction  of  the- house, 
pronouuced  his  pmdon  and  discharged  liiin, 
paying  the  ordinary  fees. 

Jmie  ao.  The  Form  of  Apology  and  Satisfac- 
tion to  be  delivered  to  his  luaj.  penned  and 
agreed  by  a  former  select  connnittee,  was  re-, 
ported,  and  presented  into  the  house,  by  sir 
Tho.  llidgeway,  one  of  tlie  commiJtcc.  This 
very  curious  paper  is  not  entered  in  tliC  Jour-, 
nals,  nor  b  it  to  be  found  in  the  Parliamentary 
or  Constitutional  History,  but  is  preserved  at 
length  in  Petyt^  Jus  Parliamei\turia*,  and  is 
highly  deserving  of  a  place  in  this  work.  It 
is  us  follows : 

Apologi/  of  the  Jfouie  afComMians,  made  to  the 
KiHg^  touchinf^  their  Priviie^ex, 
To   the    Kii\i;'s    Most   ExceUeiU    Majesty; 

from  tlie  House  of  Commons  assonihled  lu 

Parliament. 
"  Most  gracious  5^veroign,  We  cannot  but . 
with  much  joy  and  thankfulness  of  mind  ac- 
knowledge your  maj.'s  great  grftciousness,  in 
declaring  lately  unto  us,  by  the  mouth  of  our 
Speaker,  Tliat  you  rested  now  satisfied  wiil\ 
our  doings.  Whith  satisfaction  notwithstand- 
ing, though  most  dciired  and  clear  unto  us, 
yet  proceeding  merely  from  your  maj.'s  most 
gracious  disDosulon,  and  not  from  any  justifi-r 
cation  which  on  our  behalf  hath  been  made; 
we  found  this  joy  interminded  with  no  small 
^rief;  and  could  not,  dread  sovereign,  in  our 
dutiful  love  to  your  maj.  and  in  our  ardent  de- 
ftire  of  the  continuance  of  your  favour  towards 
us,  but  tender  in  humble  sort  this  farther  sa- 
tisfaction, being  careful  to  stand  right,  not 
only  in  the  eye  of  your  maj  .'s  grace,  but  also^ 
(and  that  much  more)  in  the  balance  of  your 
princely  jodement;  on  which  all  assurcdnesa 
of  love  and  grace  is  founded.  Into  which 
course  of  proceedings  wc  have  not  been  rashly 
carried  by  vain  humour  of  curiosity,  of  contra-; 
diction,  of  presumption,  or  of  love  of  our  own 

•  See  Petyt's  Jus  Pari.  cb.  10,  p.  227.    Se^ 
also  HatnU't  P^e<;c4ei|ts,  voU  I  p.  219, 
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devices  or  doings,  unworthy  affections  in  a 
council  of  pari,  and  more  unworthy  in  suhjects 
towards  their  lord  and  sovereign ;  but,  as  the 
Searcher  and  Judge  of  all  hearts  doth  know, 
for  theso  and  for  no  other  undue  ends  in  the 
world;  to  increase  and  nourish  your  maj/s 
cracious  a^iection  towards  your  loyal  and  roost 
loi-iuc;  people,  to  assure  and  knit  all  yoyr  sub- 
jects* hearts  most  firmly  to  your  maj.  to  take 
away  ail  cause  of  jealousy  on  either  part,  and 
dithdcuce  for  times  ensumg,  and  to  prevent 
and  control  all  minister  reports,  which  might 
be  unreasonably  spread  eitlier  at  home  or 
abroad  witli  prejudice  to  your  maj.  or  the  good 
state  of  your  kingdom.  With  these  minds, 
dread  sovereign,  your  commons  of  England, 
represented  in  us  their  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgesses,  do  come  wiih  tljis  humble  declara- 
tion to  your  lii^hness,  and  in  great  affiance  of 
your  most  gracious  dbposition,  that  your  maj. 
ivith  benignity  of  mind  correspondent  to  our 
dutiFulness,  will  be  pleased  to  peruse  it.  We 
kno'.^,  and  with  great  tliankfulness  to  God  ac- 
knov. ledge,  that  he  hath  given  us  a  king  of 
such  uuderstanding  and  wisdom  as  is  rare  to 
find  in  any  prince  in  tlie  world.  Howbeit, 
seeing  no  human  wisdom,  how  great  soever, 
can  pierce  into  the  particularities  of  the  rights 
and  customs  of  people,  or  of  the  sayings  and 
doings  of  particular  persons,  but  by  tract  of 
experience  and  faithful  report  of  such  as  know 
them  (which  it  hath  pleased  your  maj .*s  prince- 
ly mouth  to  deliver)  what  grief,  what  anguish 
of  mind  hath  it  been  unto  us  at  some  time,  in 
presence  to  hear,  and  so  in  other  things  to  find 
and  feel  by  efl'cct  your  gracious  maj.  (to  the 
extreme  prejudice  of  all  your  subjects  of  Eng- 
iaud,  and  in  particular  of  this  house  of  the 
commons  thereof)  so  greatly  wronged  by  mis- 
information, as  well  touching  the  estate  of  the 
one  as  the  privileges  of  the  other,  and  their 
several  procccdini;s  during  this  pari.;  which 
misinibrmations,  though  apparent  in  them- 
selves, and  to  your  subjects  most  injurious,  yet 
bare  we,  in  some  humble  and  dutiful  respect, 
rather  hitherto  complained  of  amongst  ourselves, 
than  presumed  to  discover  and  oppose  against 
your  majesty." 

**  But  now,  no  other  help  or  redress  appear- 
ing, and  iinditig  those  mis-informations  to  have 
been  tlie  first,  yea,  the  chief  and  almost  the 
-cole  cause  of  all  the  discontentful  and  trouble- 
same  proceedings  so  much  blamed  in  this  pari.; 
and  that  the^  might  be  again  the  cause  of  hkp 
or  j^reater  discontents  and  troubles  hereafter 
(which  the  Almighty  Lord  forbid)  we  have 
btiicn  constrained,  as  well  in  duty  to  your 
royal  maj.  whom  with  faithful  hearts  we  serve, 
lis  to  our  dear  native  country,  for  which  we 
serve  in  this  pari,  to  break  our  silence,  and 
freely  to  disclose  unto  your  maj.  the  truth  of 
such  mattei-s  concerning  your  subjects  the 
commons,  as  hitherto  by  misinformation  bath 
been  suppressed  or  perverted :  wherein  that 
we  jnay  more  plainly  proceed,  (which  next 
unto  troth  we  affect  in  tnis  discourse)  we  shall 
reduce  these. misinformations  to  three  principa] 


beads;  Ist.  Touching  the  cause  of  tbe  joyfid 
receiving  of  your  maj.  into  this  your  kingdom. 
2dly,  Concerning  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of 
your  subjects  of  England,  and  the  Privilege* 
of  this  House.  3dly,  Touching  the  several 
Actions  and  Speeches  passed  in  the  House,  it 
has  been  told  us  to  our  faces  by  some  of  no 
small  place  (and  the  same  spoken  also  in  thr 
presence  of  your  maj.)  *  That  on  the  24th  of 
March  was  a  twelvemonth,*  we  stood  in  so 
great  fear,  that  wc  would  have  given  half  we 
were  worth  for  the  security  wherein  we  now 
stand.'  Whereby  some  misunderstanders  of 
things  might  perhaps  conjecture,  that  fear  of 
our  own  misery  had  more  prevailed  with  m  in 
the  duty  which  on  that  day  was  performed^ 
than  love  of  your  maj.'s  virtues,  and  hope  of 
your  goodn^  towards  us.  We  contrarywise 
most  truly  protest  the  contrary,  that  we  stood 
not  at  that  time,  nor  of  many  a  day  before, 
in  any  doubt  or  fear  at  all.  We  all  professing 
true  Religion  by  law  established  (being  by 
manifold  degrees  the  greater,  the  strongjM", 
and  more  respective  part  of  this  your  maj.'s 
realm)  standing  clear  in  our  consciences  touch- 
ing your  maj.'s  right,  were  both  resolute,  with 
our  lives  and  all  other  our  abilities,  to  have 
maintained  the  same  against  ail  the  world, 
and  vigilant  also  in  all  parts  to haie  suppressed 
such  tumults,  as,  but  in  regard  of  our  poor 
united  minds  and  readiness,  by  the  male- 
contented  and  turbulent  might  have  been  at- 
tempted. But  the  true  cause  of  onr  extraor- 
dinary great  chearfulness  and  joy  in  perform- 
ing that  day's  duty,  wns  the  great  and  extraor- 
dinary love  which  we  bear  towards  your  maj.'s 
most  royal  and  renowned  person,  and  a  long- 
ing I  hirst  to  enjoy  the  happy  fruits  of  your 
maj.'s  most  wise,  religious,  just,  \-irtuous,  and 
gracious  heart.  Whereof  not  rumour,  bat 
your  maj.'s  own  writings,  had  given  us  a 
strong  and  undoubted  assurance.  For  from 
hence,  dread  sovereign,  a  general  hope  was 
raised  in  the  minds  of  all  your  people,  that 
under  your  maj.'s  reign  religion,  peace,  jus- 
tice, and  ai)  virtue  should  renew  acain  and 
flourish.  That  the  better  sort  should  be  che- 
rished, the  bad  reformed  or  repressed,  and 
some  moderate  ease  should  be  pven  as  of 
those  burdens  and  sore  oppressions,  under 
which  the  whole  land  did  groan. 

"  This  hope  being  so  generally  and  so 
firmly  settled  in  the  minds  of  all  your  most 
loyal  and  most  loving  people,  recounting  what 
great  alienation  of  men's  hearts  the  dereatine 
of  great  hopes  doth  usually  breed,  we  couW 
not  in  duty,  as  well  unto  your  maj.  as  to  our 
country,  cities,  and  boroughs,  (who  hath  sent 
us  hither  not  ignorant  or  uninstructed  of  their 
griefs,  of  their  desires,  and  hopes)  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  use  and  Ifberty  of  par- 
liaments, present  our  several  humble  Pwitions 
to  your  maj.  of  dififerent  nature:  aoi&e  ftr 
Right  and  some  for  Grace,  to  the  easisg  ind 

♦  Queen  Eliz.  died  oa  that  day,  the  24th  of 
March^  160S. 
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relieving  of  us  of  some  just*  burdens,  and  of 
other  some  unjust  oppressions,  wherein  what 
due  care,  and  what  respect  we  have  had,  that 
^our  maj/s  honour  and  profit  should  be  en- 
joyed with  the  content  and  satisfaction  of  your 
people,  shalt  afterwards  in  their  several' due 
places  appear.  Now  concerning  the  ancient 
Kights  of  the  subjects  of  this  realm,  diicfly 
consisting  in  the  Privileges  of  this  House  of 
pari,  the  misinformntion  openly  delivered  to 
jour  maj.  hath  been  in  three  things :  1st.  That 
we  held  not  Privileges  of  Right,  but  of  Grace 
only,  renewed  every  pari,  by  way  of  donature 
upon  petition,  and  so  to  be  limited.  2dly, 
That  we  are  no  Court  of  Record,  nor  yet  a 
Court  that  can  command  view  of  Records ; 
but  that  our  Proceedings  here  are  only  to  acts 
and  memorials,  and  that  the  attendance  with 
the  records  is  courtesy,  not  duty.  3dly,  and 
lastly.  That  the  examination  of  the  return  of 
writs  for  knifhts  and  burgesses  is  without  our 
compass,  auddue  to  the  chancery. 

**  Against  which  assertions  (most  gracious 
sovereign)  tending  directly  and  apparently  to 
the  utter  overthrow  of  the  very  fundamcutal 
Privileges  of  our  Hbuse,  and  therein  of  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  whole  Commons 
of  your  realm  of  England,  whichv  they  and 
their  Ancestors  ^m  time  immemorable  have 
undoubtedly  enjoyed  under  your  maj.'s  most 
noble  progenitors;  we  the  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgesses  of  the  house  of  commons  as- 
sembled m  pari,  and  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
cxHnmons  of  the  realm  of  England,  wirh  uni- 
form consent  for  ourselves  and  our  posterity, 
do  expressly  protest,  as  being  derogatory  in 
the  highest  degree  to  the  true  dignity,  liberty, 
and  authority  of  your  maj's  high  court  of  pari, 
and  consequently  to  the  rights  of  all  your  raaj.'s 
Baid  subjects,  and  the  whole  body  of  this  your 
kingdom ;  aiu)  desire  that  this  our  protestation 
may  be  recorded  to  all  posterity.  And  con- 
trarywise  wirh  all  humble  and  due  respect  to 
your  maj.  our  sovereign  lord  and  head,  against 
those  misinformations  we  most  truly  avouch ; 
^  1st.  That  our  Privileges  and  Liberties  are  our 
Right  and  due  inheritance,  no  less  than  our 
Yery  Lands  and  Goods.  2dly.  That  they  can- 
not be  withheld  from  us,  denied,  or  impaired, 
but  with  apparent  wrong  to  the  whole  state  ef 
the  realm.  3dly.  And  that  our  making  of 
reijuest,  in  the  entrance  of  pari,  to  enjoy  our 
Pnvilege,  is  an  act  only  of  manners,  and  doth 
Y  weaken  our  right,  no  more  tlian  our  suing  to 
^i  the  king  for  our  lands  by  petition ;  which  form, 
thouph  new  and  more  decent  than  the  old  by 
preape,  yet  the  subject's  right  is  no  less  now 
than  of  old.  4thly.  We  avouch  also,  that  our 
House  is  a  Court  of  Record,  and  so  ever  es- 
teemed. 5thly.  That  there  is  not  the  highest 
standing  court  in  this  land  that  ought  to  enter 
into  competeqcy  either  for  dignity  or  authority 
"^ith  this  high  court  of  pari,  which  with  your 
miy.'s  royal  assent  gives  laws  to  other  courts, 
but  from  other  courts  receives  neither  laws 
Dor  orders.  6thly,  and  lastly,  We  avouch  th^t 
Ibc  House  of  Coouoont  k  th«  8ol#  proper 


judge  of  Return  of  all  such  Writs,  and  of  the 
Election  of  all  such  Members  as  belong  unto 
it,  without  which  the  freedom  of  election  were 
not  entire.  And  that  the  chaiiccry,  thougli  a 
standing  court  under  your  maj.  be  to  send  out 
those  writs,  and  receive  the  returns,  and  to 
preserve  them,  yet  the  same  is  done  only  for 
the  use  of  the  pari.  Over  which  neither  the 
chancery,  nor  any  other  court,  ever  had,  or 
ought  to  have  any  manner  of  jurisdiction. 
/  «  From  tliese  misinformed  positions  (moft 
gracious  sovereign)  the  greatest  part  of  our 
troubles,  distrusts,  and  jealousies  have  risen; 
having  apparently  found,  that  in  the  first  pail, 
of  the  happy  reign  of  your  mi^.  the  Privileges 
of  our  House,  and  therein  the  Liberties  and 
Stability  of  the  whole  Kingdom*  have  beea 
more  universally  and  dangerously  impugned 
than  ever  (as  we  suppose)  bince  the  beginnings 
of  parliaments. — Besides  that  in  regard  of  hei* 
sex  and  age  which  we  had  great  cause  to 
tender,  and  much  more  upon  caro  to  avoid  all 
trouble,  which  by  wicked  practice  might  hava 
been  drawn  to  impeach  thequietof  your  maj.'a 
right  in  the  succession,  those  actions  wore  then 
passed  over,  which  we  hoped,  in  succeeding 
times  of  freer  access  to  your  highness  of  re* 
nowned  grace  and  justice,  to  redress,  restore^ 
and  rectify.— Whereas  contrarywise  in  this 
pari,  which  your  maj,  in  great  grace  (as  we 
nothine  doubt)  intended  to  be  a  precedent  fiar 
all  pamaments.  that  should  succeed,  clean  con- 
trary to  your  maj.'s  so  gracious  desire;  hj 
reason  of  these  misinformations,  not  Privilegi^ 
but  the  whole  Freedom  of  the  Parliament  and 
Realm  have  from  time  to  time,  upon  all  occa- 
sions, been  mainly  hewed  at  us. — First,  the 
Freedom  of  Persons  in  our  Election  hath  beeo 
impeached.  Secondly,  the  Freedom  of  our 
Speech  prejudiced  by  often  reproof.  Thirdly^ 
particular  persons  noted  with  taunt  and  dis- 
grace, who  have  spoken  their  consciences  io 
matters  proposed  to  die  house,  but  with  all 
due  respect  and  reverence  to  your  ms^esty. — 
Whereby  we  have  been  in  the  end  subject  to 
so  extream  contempt,  as  a  gaoler  durst  so  ob- 
stinately withstand  the  decrees  of  our  house; 
some  of  the  higher  clergy  to  write  a  book 
against  us,>  even  sitting  the  parliament ;  the 
inferior  clers;y  to  inveigh  ag^iinst  us  in  pulpits, 
ykm  to  publish  their  protestations,  tenouig  to 
the  impeachment  of  our  most  ancient  and  un- 
doubted rights  in  treating  of  matters  for  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  the  church." 

**  What  cause  we  your  poor  Commons  liave 
to  watch  over  oiur  pnvilegesj  is  manifest  in  it- 
self to  all  men.  The.  prerogatives  of  Princes 
may  easily,  and  do  daily  grow.  The  Privileges 
of  the  Subject  are  for  the  most  part  at  an  ever- 
lasting stond.  They  may  be  by  good  provi- 
dence and  care  preserved,  but  being  once  lost 
are  not.rccovered  but  with  much  disquiet. — 
If  good  kings  were  immortal  as  well  as  king- 
doms, to  strive  so  for  privilege  were  but  vanity 
perhaps  and  folly ;  but  seeing  the  sama  God 
I  ■  ■  I  ■  ■  It  I 

•  Queen  £;iizabeth« 
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wbo  in  his  great  mercy  hath  given  us  a  wise 
king  and  religious,  4oth  also  sometinaeit  permit 
kypocrites  aud  tyrants  in  his  displeasure,  and 
lor  the  sins  of  the  people ;  froin  hence  hath  the 
idcsire  of  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges,  both 
§or  nobles  and  commons,  bad  its  jnst  original ; 
hy  which  an' harmonical  and  stable  state  is 
mmed ;  each  member  under  the  head  enjoy- 
ing that  right,  and  performing  that  duty,  wiudi  | 
for  the  honour  of  the  head  and  happjuess  of  | 
tile  whole  is  requisite. — Thus  much  touching 
th^  WroD^  done  to  yoar  maj.  by  mi&iaforma- 
lion  touching  Qur  privileges.  V 

^  The  last  kind  of  au^infprmation  made  to 
jonr  maj.  hath  been  touching  the  actions  and 
tpeeches  of  particular  fscrsons  used  in  the 
kouse.  Which  imputation  notwithstanding, 
•eebg  it  reacheth  the  whole  house  in  genend, 
who  neither  ought,  neither  have  at  any  time 
iufTered  |my  speech  touching  yQur  miy.  other 
dian  respective^  dutiful,  and  as  become  loyal 
fubjects  of  a  kpig  |o  gracious ;  and  forasmuch 
|M  it  it  very  dear  unto  us  by  the  effect,  tliat 
fiivers  things  spoken  iq  the  bouse,  have  been 
penierted  and  very  untruly  repotted  to  your 
taiy. ;  if  it  might  seem  so  fit  in  yonr  iBa^.'s 
Fisdom^  and  were  secmin^y  for  us  to  crave, 
we  shocUd  be  most  glad,  if,  for  our  better  justi- 
iication,  ^od  fbryour  further  satisfactiop,  which 
wc'pHncipaily  desire,  the  accuseis  and  the  aq» 
^nsed  might  be  confronted* 

'^  And  ne^w  (most  gracioni  sovereign)  tbes^ 
jiecessary  erounds  of  our  causes  and  defences 
peiiig  truly  li^df  and  presented  sincerely  to  yotir 
iDiy.^  grace  and  wisdom,  the  justification  of 
focb  partioulars,  wherein  yoar  h^pess  sectned 
lloubttul  of  our  4Mtifiil  carriage  (though  not  so 
imich  lor  the  matter,  as  for  &  mariner  6(  our 
proceedings)  we  tru$t  wiU  be  plain ;  aud  to  ex? 
pedite  which  particulars,  we  find  them  to  have 
%eeh  of  three  different  natures  r^-Tbe  1st  sort, 
coiu^enMng  the  Dignity  and  Privile^  of  our 
kouse.  l>e  Snd,  the  good  Estate  of  the  Realm 
and  Chvrdi.  Tbe  Srd,  was  for  Ease  of  certain 
prievances  and  Oppressiqiis. — In  the  Ist  rank 
there  were  five  Mrticttlars.  1.  Tbe  matter  of 
ike  Gentleniian  Usher,  d.  Of  the  Yeomen  of 
Ike  Guard.  8.  Qf  the  Election  of  tbe  Kni^^hts 
•f  BackinghaiBshire.'  4.  Of  sir  Thomas  Shir- 
ley's Deliverance.  J5.  And  of  the  bp.  of  Bris- 
iow's  Pamphlet.— nTbe  2nd  head  had  two  par- 
liculari,  the  Union  and  Matters  of  Religion. — 
The  Srd  head  bad  three,  th^  Bill  of  Assarts  ;* 
fuid  Matters  of  Purveyors ;  aad  tbe  Petition 
$Mr  Wardships.^ — Of  each  of  tliese  we  mvst  say 
somewhat  to.  ^ive  your  maj.  aatisfiiction,  and 
that  with  all  bi^vity>  to  ^un  ^dipuineas  and 
Irotible. 

'  *'  The^GentknuMi  Usker*«  ftinlt  k  deprivkig, 
^y  his  tmacoRistooied  ne^ect,  a  great  part  of 
oer  house  from  hearing  joih:'  Aa^/s  speech  the 


^  *  Assart  (as  k  i^  kere  pn^^erly  to^  be  undeip*; 
stood)  signifi^  ^herc  the  iBubject;  within  the 
limits  «nd  bodnds  of  thekki|^  fovests,  stabs  the 
cround)  making  it  fi^j^  for  uUa^y  witkottt  the 
king's  licence."  •     •     •     - 


first  day  of  pari,  we  Could  not,  m.  the- grief  of 
being  frustrate  of  qur  bO  longing  and  just  desire 
to  bear  your  luaj.'b  voice  «iod  reuouned  wLkduiu, 
but  complain  of  in  decent  sort  among  oun>(d%e&, 
and  furtlier  we  proceeded  not.  Your  ma^'d 
extraordinary  great  grace  and  f;«vaur>  in  r<5« 
hearsing  tbe  day  ensuing  yotur  former  admirm- 
ble  speech,  did  gi\e  us  content  wiih  abun- 
dance of  increase  of  joy. — ^Ihe  Yeoman  of  the 
Guard's*  words  were  very  opprobrious;  aud 
howsoever  they  might  have  been  not  uofidy' 
apphed  to  the  peasants  of  France,  or  boores  oif 
Cn>rmany,  yet  could  they  not  be  other  than 
very  reproachful  and  injurious  to  tbe  ^ccat 
dignities  and  honour  of  the  commons  ot  thia 
realm,  who  contaui  not  only  the  citizens,  bur* 
gesses,  and  yeomanry,  but  also  the  uhoie  in- 
ferior nobility  of  the  kingdom,  kniii^hts,  e^uires, 
and  gentleman,  many  ol^  which  are  coine  im- 
mediately out  of  the  most  noble  families,  and 
some  otUer  of  then  worth  advanced  to  the  higk 
honour  of  ypur  nuy.'s  privy  council,  and  other« 
wise  have  been  imployed  in  vcxy  honourable 
service,;  in  sum,  the  sole  persons  of  the  higher 
nobility  excepted^  they  contain  tiie  whole  power 
and  flower  ot  your  kingdom ;  first,  with  their 
bodiesy  your  wars;  secondly,  with  their  parses^ 
your  treasures  are  upheld  and  supplied ;  thirdly » 
their  hearts  are  the  strength  and  stability  of 
your  royal  seat. — All  tliese,  amounting  to  many 
millions  of  people,  are  representatively  piescnt 
in  us  of  toe  house  of  commons.  The  wrong 
done  to  us  doth  redound  upon  tlie  whole  hiod, 
and  ^ill  be  so  construed.  We  could  not  there* 
fore  do  less  in  our  duties  to  tlie  realms  than  to 
advertise  such  a  delinquent  of  the  unseemliness 
of  his  fault,  neither  could  we  yet  do  roorp  in 
duty  to  your  msy.  than  upoo^  his  acknowledge- 
ment thereof  so  freely  to  remit  it.  * 

'*  The  Rigbu  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Com-. 
motM  of  England  consisteth  chie%  in  tliase 
three  things :  1st,  that  the  shires,  dties,  and 
boroughs  of  England,  by  representation  to  ka 
present,  have  &ee  choice  of  such  persons  as 
they  slmll  put  in  trust  to  represent  them : — 
Sndly,  that  the  persons  chos.  n  during  the  time 
of  die  Pari,  as  also  of  their  access  aud  rccoaSp 
be  i'ree  from  restraint,  arrest,  aud  imprison- 
ment : — Srdly,  that  in  Pari,  they  may  speak 
freely  their  consciences  without  check  and  ooa- 
troulmcnt,  doing  the  same  with  due  reverence 
to  the  sovereign  court  of  parU  tliat  is  to  your 
maj%  and  both  the  hcMises^  who  all  in  this  case 
make  but  one  poUtick  bodv,  whereof  your  high-  . 
ness  is  the  head. — ^Theae  three  several  brancbts 
of  tbe  i^i^ent  inheritance  of  our  liberty,  AM^re 
in  three  matters  ensuing  apparently  iiyured^ 
Tbe  Freedom  of  Election  in  the  Case  of  sir 
Francis  Goodwin.    The  Freedom  of  tlie  Per- 

f  *  Brian  Tashe,  the  yeoman  of  the  guards 
k^piog  oae  of  the  doers  of  the  upper  houfie^ 
r^ul^  seyem^  m^mbei^stif  tke  lower  kouse^ 
and  skat  eke  dooi^  apon  tllea^  vitli  tkese  ua- 
civil  and  cpptemi^tible  terms,  "  Goodnsea 
bttiK^sses,  yoo  coma  not  kere.^-sfoiiCT,  J>am^ 
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•00$  ^)ecte(i,  in  «r  Thomas  Shif4cy'8  iroprwon- 
mcnt.  Tlie  Free<ioiJi  of  owr  Speech,  as  by  di- 
vers other  repmoft,  so  also  m  some  sort  by 
the  bp.  *f  Bristol's  inrective. 

«  For  the  Matter  of  snr  F.  Goodwin  (sec  p.  999) 
the  km^  chosen  for  Buckinghamshire,  we 
were  atwl  still  are  of  a  dear  opmioii,  that  the 
Freedom  of  Elcctioa  was  in  that  action  *x- 
tremeiy  iiijnred;  that  by  the  same  right  it 
might  be  at  alt  tmies  in  a  lord*  chancellor's 
power  to  rcrerse,  defeat,  to  evert  and  substitute 
all  the  elections  and  persons  elected  over  all 
t4»e'  reftlm.  Neitiier  thought  we  that  the  ♦ 
Judprcs'  opinion;  which  yet  in  due  plat^e  xve 
greatly  reverence,  being  delivered  what  the 
common  law  was,  which  extends  onlr  to  infe- 
rior and  standing  courts,  ought  to  bring  any 
prejudice  to  tiiis  high  court  of  pari,  whose 
)»ow«r  being  above  the  law  it  not  founded  on 
the  common  law,  bnt  have  their  Rights  and 
Privileges  pecuHar  to  themselves.  For  the 
manner  of  our  proceeding,  which  your  maj. 
«eemed  to  blame,  in  that  the  second  writ  go- 
ing out  in  your  maj.'s  name,  we  presumed  to 
censure  it,  without  first  craving  access  to  ac- 
quaint yonr  highness  with  our  reasons  therein, 
we  trust  our  defence  shall  appear  just  and  rea- 
»o^ab(ej  It  is  tlieibrm  of  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, as  of  divers  other  courts,  that  writs  go- 
ing out  in  your  maj/s  name  are  returned  also 
as  to  your  maj.  in  that  court  from  whence  they 
issue.  Howbeit  therefore  no  man  ever  re- 
paireth  to  your  nwij.'s  person, 'but  proceeds 
•ecording  to  law,  notwithstanding  the  writ. 
This  being  the  universal  custom  of  this  kin^ 
flom,  it  wns  not,  nor  could  be  admitted  into 
o<ir  conceits,  that  the  difFerctace  was  between 
your  maj.  and  us  (for  G«d  forbid  that  between 
so  gracious  a  sovereign,  and  so  dutiful  and 
loving  subjects,  any  difference  sboiftd  arise;) 
but  it  always  w%s  and  still  is  conceived,  that 
the  coatrmersy  was  between  the  court  of  chaii^ 
eery  and  our  court :  an  usual  controversy  be- 
tween courts  about  their  pre-eminences  and 
privileges;  and  that  the  question  was,  whetlier 
the  Chancery,  or  our  House  of  the  Commons, 
were  judge  af  the  members  returned  for  it. 
'  Wherein,  though  we  suppo}>e  the  wrong  done 
to  be  most  apparent,  and  extremely  prejudicial 
for  the  rights  and  libcrrios  of  this  realm;  yet 
»arh  and  so  great  was  our  willingness  to  please 
yomrmaj.  as  to  \ie1d  to  a  middle  course  pro- 
posed by  your  higlmcss,  preserving  only  our 
privileges  by  voluntary  cessions  of  the  lawful 

*  In  the  memorable  case  of  Tlmrp,  which 
happened  31  Hen.  VI,  the  .fudges  bemg  asked 
their  opinions  by  the  Ijords,  answered  in  these 
^ords:  *  It  hath  not  been  used  before  time,  nor 
becomes  it  as,  to  determine  matters  concern- 
ing the  high  court  of  pari,  which  i%  so  hi«j^h 
and  mighty  in  its  nature,  that  it  is  judge  of  the 
law,  and  makes  that  to  be  law  which  is  not 
hrw,  and  that  to  be  no  law  which  is ;  and  the 
determinarion  of  its  privileges  belongs  to  the 
Lords  in  pari,  and  not  to  the  Justices.'  See 
f.  999. 


right.  '  Atkd  this  course,  as  it  were,  of  decetr** 
h)g  of  ourseKes,  and  yielding  in  our  apparent 
right,  wheresoerer  we  could  but  inrent  such 
ways  of  escape  as  that  the  precedent  might 
not  be  hurtful,  we  have  held,  dread  sovereign, 
more  than  once  this  pari,  upo*  desire  to  avoid 
that,  which  in  your  maj.  by  misinformation^ 
whereof  w-e  have  had  cause  always  to  stand  in 
doubt,  might  be  distasteful  or  not  approve* 
able:  so  dear  hath  your  maj.'s  gracious  hkvant 
been  anto  us. 

"  In  the  delivery  of  sir  Tliomas  Shidcy  (see 
p.  1028)  our  proceedings  were  long ;  our  do* 
fence  of  diem  shall  be  brief.  We  had  to  d6 
with  a  man,  the  warden  of  the  Fleet,  so  in- 
tractahle,  and  of  so  resolved  obstinacy,  as  that 
nothing  we  could  do,  no,  not  yonr  maj.'s  royal 
word  for  confirmation  thereof,  could  satisff 
him  for  his  own  security.  This  was  the  caus^ 
of  the  length  of  that  business;  our  privilegea 
were  so  shaken  before,  and  so  extremely  vili* 
ficd,as  that  we  held  it  not  fit,  in  so  unreason- 
able a  time,  and  against  so  mean  a  subject^ 
to  seek  our  right  by  any  otiier  coiu-se  of  law, 
or  by  any  strength  than  by  our  own. 

**  The  bishop  of  Bristow*s  Book  (bee  p.  tOQT) 
was  injurious  and  grievous  to  us^  being  written 
expre^y  with  contempt  of  the  pari,  and  of 
both  the  houses  in  the  nighest  degree;  under- 
taking to  deface  the  reasons  proposed  by  the 
commons,  approved  by  the  hon.  lords,  con- 
firmed by  Ae  judges,  and  finally  by  your 
royal  maj.  not  disassented  to.  And  to  increase  - 
the  wrong,  with  strangle  untrutlis  he  bad  per-^ 
verted  those  reasons  m  their  main  drift  and 
scope,  pretending  that  they  were  devised  to 
impugn  the  Union  itself.  Whereas  both  by 
their  title  and  by  themselves  it  was  ck;ar  and 
evident,  that  they  were  only  used  against  alte- 
ration of  name,  and  that  not  snnply,  butbe^re 
the  union  of  both  realms  in  substance  wer^ 
perfected.  This  book  being  tlius  written  and 
pubhshed  to  the  world,  containing  moreover 
sundry  slanderous  passages,  and  tending  to 
miirmurs,  distraction,  and  sedition;  we  could 
not  do  less  against  the  writer  thereof,  than  to 
complain  of  the  injury  to  the  lords  of  the 
higher  houscj  whereof  he  hild  now  attained  td 
be  a  member.  These  wrongs  were  to  the  di&> 
nity  of  our  house  and  privileges. 

"  Touching  the  causes  appertaining  to  State 
and  Church,  true  it  is,  we  wfire  long  in  treat- 
ing and  dcbatmg  the  matter  of  Union.  The 
propositions  were  new ;  the  importaitce  great; 
the  conseoucnce  far  reaching,  and  not  di». 
coverable  but  by  long  disputes;  our  numhere 
also  are  large,  and  ^ach  hath  liberty  to  speak. 
But  the  doubts  and  diihculties  once  cleared  or 
removed,  how  far  we  are  from  opposing  to 
the  just  desires  of  your  maj.  as  some  cviU 
disposed  minds  would  perhaps  insinuate,  whb 
live  by  division,  and  prosper  by  disgrace  of 
other  men,  the  great  expedition,  alacrity,  and 
unanimity,  which  was  used  and  shewed  in 
passing  the  bill,  may  sufficiently  testify.  Fot 
matter  of  Iteligion,  it  will  appear  by  examina- 
tion of  truth  and  right,  tliat  your  ixxa^  ffaouldt 
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he  misinfoimed,  if  any  man  shpuki  deliver, 
that  the  kings  of  Eoglaad  have  any  absolute 
power  in  themselves,  either  to  alter  religion 
(which  God  defend  should  be  in  the  power  of 
any  mortal  naan  whatsoever)  or  to  make  any 
laws  concerning  the  same,  otiierwise  than  as 
in  temporal  causes,  by  consent  of  pari.  We 
have  and  shall  at  all  times  by  our  oaths  ac- 
knowledge, that  your  m^.  is  sovereign  lord 
and  supreme  governor  in  both.  Touching  our 
own  ocsires  and  proceedings  therein,  tliey 
bave  not  been  a  bttle  misconceived  and  mis- 
rep«)rted.  We  have  not  come  in  any  Puritan 
or  Brownish  spirit  to  introduce  their  party,  or 
to  work  the  subversion  of  the  State  ecclesiasti- 
cal, as  ngw  it  standcth :  Things  so  far  and  so 
dearly  &om  our  meaning,  as  that  with  uniform 
consent  in  the  beginning  of  this  pari,  wc  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  a  man,  who  out  of  that 
humour,  in  a  petition  exhibited  to  our  house, 
^1  slandered  the  bishops.  But  according  to 
the  tenor  of  your  raiy/s  writ  of  summons  di- 
rected to  the  counties  from  whence  we  came, 
and  according  to  the  ancient  and  long  con- 
tinued use  of  Parliaments,  as  by  many  records 
front  tirfte  to  time  appeareth,  we  come  with 
another  spirit,  even  with  the  spirit  of  peace. 
AVe  disputed  not  of  matters  of  tiiitli  and  doc- 
trine; our  desire  was  peace  only;  and  our 
devise  of  unity,  how  this  lamentable  and  long 
lasting  dissension  amongst  the  ministers,  from 
wiiich  l>oth  atheism,  sects,  and  all  ill  life  have 
received  such  encouragement  and. so  danger- 
ous incrciisc,  might  at  length,  before  help 
come  too  late,  be  extinguished.  And  for  the 
tvayij  of  this  peace,  we  are  not  at  all  addicted 
to  our  own  inventions,  but  ready  to  embrace 
auy  dt  way  that  may  be  olTcred ;  neither  desire 
we  so  much,  that  auy  man  iu  regard  of  weak- 
ness of  conscience  may  be  exempted  after 
pari,  from  obedience  unto  Ia\Vs  established,  us 
that  in  tliis  pari,  such  laws  may  be  enacted,  as 
by  the  relinquishment  of  some  few  ceremonies 
of  small  importance,  or  by  any  way  better,  a 
perpetual  uniformity  may  be  enjoyed  and  ob- 
served. Our  desire  hath  also  been,  to  rcfonn 
€ertain  abuses  crept  into  the  ecclesiastical 
state,  even  aa  into  the  temporal :  And  lastly, 
that  the  land  might  be  furnished  witli  a  learned, 
religious,  and  godly  ministry:  For  the  mnin- 
tcnance  of  whom  we  woula  have  granted  no 
small  contributions,  if  in  these,  as  we  trust 
Just  and  religious  desires,  we  had  found  that 
correspondency  from  others  which  was  cx- 
^>ectec].  These  minds  and  hearts  we  in  secret 
present  to  tha£  sovereign  lord  who  gave  them, 
and  in  public  profess  to  your  gracious  maj. 
who  we  trust  will  so  esteem  them. 

**  There  remains  the  Matters  of  Oppression 
or  Grievance  in  the  bill  of  Assarts.  Your  nuy  .'s 
cotmcfl  was  heard,  namely,  your  solicitor  and 
sir  Fra.  Bacon.  It  was  also  desired  by  the 
house,  that  other  of  your  council  woulcf  have 
been  present.  We  knew  that  our  passing  the 
bill  could  not  bind  jroor  maj.:  huwbeit,  for 
sundry  equitable  consMleratioiis  (as  to  us  they 
seemed)  wc  thought  good  to  give  so  much  pas- 


sage to  the  bill,  in  hope  your  maj.  might  either 
be  pleased  to  remit  in  some  sort  unto  this 
equity  that  right,  which  the  rigour  of  law  had 
given,  or  otherwise  intreated  by  this  kind  of 
solicitation,  to  let  them  fall  into  yourm^.'s 
hands  full  of  piety  and  mercy,  and  not  into 
the  jaws  of  devouring  promoters.  And  this 
do  we  understand  to  be  vour  gradoos  in  ten  t^ 
wherewith  we  rest  joyfully  content  and  satis- 
fied. The  arievancc  was  not  unjust  in  rigour 
of  law,  and  was  particular ;  but  a  general^ 
extreme,  unjust,  and  crying  oppression  is  in 
cart-takers  and  purveyors,  who  have  rummaged 
and  rausacked  since  your  mi^.'s  coming  io« 
far  more  than  under  any  of  your  royal  pro- 
genitors :  there  hath  been  no  prince  since 
Henry  III.  except  queen  Eliz.  who  bath  not 
made  some  one  law  or  other,  to  repress  or 
limit  them:  they  have  no  prescriptioQ^  no 
custom  to  plead.  For  there  hatli  not  been 
any  pari,  wherein  complaint  hath  not  been 
mside,  and  claim  of  our  rights,  which  doth 
interrupt  prescription.  We  have  not  in  this 
present  pari,  sought  any  thing  agjainst  them 
but  execution  of  those  laws,  wmch  are  in 
force  already.  We  demand  but  that  justice, 
which  our  princes  are  sworn  neither  to  deny, 
delay,  nor  sell.  T^at  we  sought  into  the  ac- 
counts of  your  maj.*s  expence,  was  not  our 
presumption,  but  upon  motion  from  the  lords 
of  your  maj.'s  council,  and  after  from  your 
officers  of  your  highness*s  household ;  and  that, 
upon  a  demand  of  a  perpetual  yearly  revenue, 
in  lieu  of  the  taking  away  of  those  oppressions, 
unto  which  composition  neither  know  'we  vie\i , 
how  to  yield,  being  only  for  justice  and  due 
rij^ht,  which  is  unsaleable :  neither  yet  durst 
we  impose  it  by  law  upon  the  people,  without 
nrst  acquainting  them,  and  having  their  con- 
sents unto  it.  But  if  your  maj.  might  be 
pleahcd,  in  your  grapious  favour,  to  treat  of 
composition  with  us  for  some  grievance,  which 
is  by  law  and  just ;  how  ready  we  should  be 
to  take  tluit  occasion  and  colour  to  supply 
your  inaj/s  desire,  concerning  these  also,  wnich 
wc  hold  for  unjust,  should  appear,  we  nothing 
doubt,  to  your  maj.'s  full  satisfaction. 

"  And  therefore  wc  come,  lastly,  to  the  mat- 
ter of  Wards,  and  such  other  burthens  (for  so 
we  acknowledge  them)  as  to  the  Tenures  of 
Capitc  and  Knights  service  are  incident :  we 
cannot  forget  (for  how  were  it  possible?)  how 
your  ninj.  in  a  former  most  gracious  speech  in 
vour  caliery  at  Whitehall,  advised  us,  foir  un- 
just burthens  to  proceed  against  them  by  bill: 
but  for  such  as  were  just,  if  we  desired  any 
ease,  that  we  should  come  to  yourself,  by  way 
of  petition,  with  tender  of  sqch  counten-au- 
able  composition  in  profit,  as  ifor  the  support- 
ing of  your  royal  estate  was  requisite.  Ac- 
cording unto  which  your  maj.'s  most  favour- 
able grant  and  direction,  we  prepared  a  pe- 
tition to  your  most  excellent  maj.  for  leave  to 
treat  with  your  highness  touching  a  perpetual 
composition,  to  be  raised  by  ycariy  revenue 
out  of  the  lands  of  your  subjects,  for  Ward- 
ships and  other  burthens  depending  upon  theio. 
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or  sprlngiog  with  them ;  wherein  we  first  en- 
tered into  dbis  dutiful  consideration,  that  this 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  which  we  desire  to 
compound  for,  was  matter  of  mere  profit,  and 
not  of  any  honour  at  atl  or  princely  dignity:  for  it 
could  not  then,  iieither  yet  can  hy  any  means, 
sinlt  into  our  understahdings,  that  these  eco- 
nomical meters  of  education  and  marrying  of 
cliildren,  wliicb  are  common  alto  to  subjects, 
should  bring  any  renown  or « reputation  to  a 
potent  monarch,  whose  honour  is  settled  on  a 
higher  and  stronger  foundation:  faithful  and 
loving  subjects,  valiant  soldiers^  an  hon.  no- 
biUty,  wise  counsellors,  a  learned  and  religious 
clergy,  and  a  contented  and  a  happy  people, 
arc  ^the  true  honour  of  a  king :  and  contrary- 
wise,  that  it  would  be  an  exceeding  great 
honour,  and  of  memorable  t-euown  to  your 
maj.  with  all  posterity,  and  in  present  an 
assured  bond  of  the  hearts  of  all  your  people, 
to  remit  unto  them  this  burthen,  under  which 
our  children  are  born. 

'*  This  Prerogative  then  appearing  to  be  a 
mere  matter  of  great  proHt,  wc  eniei-ed  into  a 
2d  degree  of  consideration,  with  how  great 
grievance  and  damage  of  the  subject,  to  the 
decay  of  many  houses,  and  disabling  of  them 
to  serve  their  prince  and  country ;  with  how 
great  mischief  also,  by  occasion  of  many  forced 
and  ill-suited  marriages ;  and  lastly,  w  ith  how 
great  contempt  and  reproach^f  our  nation  in 
tore^n  countries ;  how  small  a  commodity  now 
was  raised  to  tlie  crown  in  respect  of  that, 
which  with  great  Ijve  And  joy  and  thankful- 
ness, for  the  restitution  of  this  original  right 
i^n  disposing  of  our  children,  wc  would  be 
content-  and  glad  to  assure  unto  your  maj. 
Wo  fell  also  from  hence  into  a  Sd  degree  of 
consideration,  that  it  might  be,  tliat  in  regard 
that  the  original  of  these  wanUhips  was,  serv- 
ing of  the  king  in  his  wars  against  Scotland, 
wliich  leause  we  hope  now  to  be  at  an  etcr- 
Jasting  cud ;  and  in  regard  moreover  of  tliat 
general  hope,  wbicli  at  your  mty.'s  first  entry, 
ny  the  whole  land  was  embraced  (a  thing 
known  unto  all  men)  that  they  should  be  now 
for  ever  eased  of  this  burthen  ;  your  maj.  out 
of  your  most  noble  and  gracious  disposition, 
and  desire  to  overcome  our  expectation  with 
your  goodness,  may  be  pleased  to  accept 
the  ofier  of  a  perpetuui  and  certain  revenue, 
not  only  proportionable  to  the  uttermost  be- 
neiit  that  any  of  your  progenitors  ever  reaped 
thereby,  but  also  with  such  an  overplus  and 
lar^e  lUldition,  as  in  gi'eat  part  to  supply  your 
ma).'s  other  occasioas,  that  our  case  miglit 
breed  you  plenty  with  their  humble  minds. 
With  these  dutiful  respects,  Hve  intended  to 
cvfkxd  access  unto  your  m^.  But  that  ever  it 
was  said  in  our  house  by  any  man,  that  it  was 
a  slavery  under  your  maj.  more  than  under 
our  former  princes,  hath  come  from  an  untrue 
and  calummous  report :  our  sayings  have  always 
been,  that  this  burthen  was  just ;  that  the  re^ 
roitting  thereof  must  come  from  your  maj.'t 
grace ;  and  that  the  denyiag  our  suit  WM  no 
wrong. 

Vol.  1, 


*<  And  thus,  most  gracious  sovereign,  with 
dutiful  minds  and  sincere  hearts  towards  your 
maj.  have  we  truly  disclosed  our  secret  in- 
tents, and  delivered  our  outward  actions  in  all 
these  so  much  traduced  and  blamed  matters  : 
and  from  henceforward  shall  remain  in  great 
atfiance,  that  your  ros^.  resteth  satisfied,  both 
in  your  grace  and  in  your  judgment,  which 
above  all  worldly  things  we  desire  to  effect, 
before  the  dissolving  of  this  pari,  where  in  so 
long  time,  with  so  much  pains  and  endurance 
of  so  Ereat  sorrow,  scarce  any  thing  hath  been 
done  for  their  good  and  content,  who  sent  us 
hither;  and  whom  we  left  full  of  hope  and  joy- 
ful expectation. 

"  There  remsineth,  dread  sovereign,  yet  one 
part  of  our  duty  at  this  present,  which  iaithful- 
ness  of  heart,  not  presumption,  doth  press:  wc 
stand  not  in  place  to  speak  or  do  things  plea- 
sing. Our  care  is,  and  must  be,  to  confirm  the 
love,  and  tye  tlie  hearts  of  your  subjects,  the 
commons,  most  firmly  to  your  maj.  Herein 
lieth  the  means  of  our  well  deserving:  of  both  s  y 
there  was  never  prince  entered  wirh  greater 
love,  with  greater  ygj  and  applause  of  all  his 
people.  Tliis  love,  tliis  joy,  let  it  flourish  in  , 
their  hearts  for  ever.  Let  no  suspicion  liave 
access  to  their  fearful  thoughts,  that  their  pri- 
vileges, which  they  think  by  your  maj.  should 
be  protected,  should  now  by  sinister  informa- 
tions or  counsel  be  violated  or  impaired : 
or  that  those,  which  with  dutiful  respects  to 
your  majesty,  speak  freely  fi^r  the  right  and 
good  of  their  country,  shall  be  oppressed 
or  disgraced.  Let  your  maj.  be  pleased  to  re- 
ceive public  information  from  your  commons 
in  pai'l.  as  to  the  civil  estate  and  government ; 
for  private  informations  pass  often  by  practice: 
the  voice  of  tlie  people,  in  the  tilings  of  their 
knowledge,  is  said"  to  be  as  the  voice  of  God. 
And  if  your  maj.  shall  vouchsafe,  at  your  best 
pleasure  and  leisure,  {o  enter  into  your  gra- 
cious consideration  of  our  petition  for  the  ease 
of  these  burthens,  under  which  your  whole 
people  have  of  long  time  mourned,  hoping  for 
relief  by  your  maj. ;  then  may  you  be  assured 
to  be  possessed  of  their  hearts ;  and,  if  of  their 
hearts,  of  all  they  can  do  or  have.  And  so  we, 
your  maj.'s  most  humble  and  loyal  subjects, 
whose  ancestors  have  wfth  ereat  loyalty,  rea- 
diness and  joyfulness,  served  your  famous  pro- 
genitors, kings  and  oueens  of  this  realm,  shall 
with  hke  loyalty  and  joy,  both  we  and  our  pos- 
terity, serve  your  maj.  ahd  your  most  royal 
issue  for  ever,  witli  our  lives,  landsj  and  good^ 
and  all  other  our  abilities :  and  by  all  metlDS 
endeavour  to  peocu re  your  maj.  honour,  with 
all  plenty,  tranquilhty,  content,  joy  and  feji- 
city." 

Lord  Montague  opfmet  the  Bill  of^ainst  /<- 
tuiis,  4-C.1  June  QS,  Another  reinaxkal^le  oo 
currence  "happened,  of  still  greater  moment. 
A  bill  had  been  broui^ht  into  the  House  of 
Lords  this  session,  intitled,  '  an  Act  for  the 
dueeiecudon  of.  the  statutes  agamst  Jesuits, 
Seminary  Priests,  Rccosants^  ^c'  On  the  3rd 
reading  of  which  bUl,  ;he  (ord  vise.  Montague 
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fftood  lib,  and  made  a  speech  minst  it;  in 
nvhich  he  declared,  "  That  he  did  not  only 
dment  fioin  the  bill,  but,  by  ttay  ut*  apolo]^ 
for  all  sorts  of  Reensants,  undertook  Utc  de- 
lience  ot'  their  Religion,  and  inveighed  against 
the  whole  state  of  that  religion  no|v  ebtabli!»hed 
in  tins  realm.  He  endca\oured  to  prove  the 
great  antiquity  of  tbeir*s,  add  the  novelty  of 
this;  saying,  tliBt  we  had  been  misled  to  forw 
take  the  lidigion  of  our  Fatliers,  and  to  follow 
some  light  persons,  of  late  times  sprung  up, 
that  were  ot  unsound  doctriae^  &c.  evil  life,  or 
to  that  effect:  he  thereupon  made  most  ear- 
nest request  and  entreaty  to  the  Lords,  thut 
they  would  have  a  favourable  consideration  of 
tli$:  said  Recusants,  whom  the  biJl  did  concern, 
and  not  to  give  it  passa&e  agnttnt  them.*"* 

'llic  Joumab  proceed  to  tell  us,  that  when 
90\nv  of  the  bps.  had  answered  to  the  several 
points  of  thiM  speech,  relating  to  the  estab- 
M^hcd  Religion,  tlie  lonl  chancellor  interposed, 
by  making  a  motion,  declaring  to  the  Lords, 
^  'I'liat  he  doubted  whether  it  ro^ht  stand 
wiib  the  good  order  of  tliat  house,  and  with 
Lis  duty,  that  such  a  speecit  should  be  suifered 
in  the  house  as  the  lonl  Montague  had  made. 
In  presuming,  under  pretence  of  speaking  t<»  a 
bill,  to  ihvc-igh  and  speak  generally  upinst  the 
whole  State  of  Religion  then  established:  by 
speaking  directly  to,  and  maintainmg  the  te- 
nets ot^  the  Polish  religiim,  so  much  derogat- 
ing as  it  doth  trom  the  king's  supreme  autho- 
rity and  govt.  He  therefore  desired  the  house 
to  consider,  whether  the  suflTcring  of  such  a 
speech  would  stand  with  the  duty  of  allegiance 
thfy  owed  to  his  maj."  On  this  a  debate 
an>sc ;  but  all  the  lords  that  spoke  agreed  in 
opinion,  that  it  was  a  rery  offensive  speech, 
and  not  to  be  suflerrd  to  pass  without  some 
censure,  animadven»ion,  or  punishment;  ex- 
cept the  lord  Burleigh,  who  sant,  **  He  thought 
the  best  and  fittest  punishment  would  be,  to 
lot  him  pass  unregarded  and  unpunished.  De- 
cause  he  supposcil  that  the  lord  Montague  did 
iiffect  a  glory  in  it;  and  woii!d  l>e  glad  to  get 
the  more  reputation  nmong>t  the  Papists,  both- 
at  liomc  and  abroad,  if  he  should  be  censured 
•r  punished  in  any  sort  for  t|ieir  cau^c.''  In 
conclusion,  it  wns  tlioogbt  meet  that  some  or- 
der should  he  taken  for  the  censuring  the  !itiid 
lord  for  his  presumptuous  speech ;  but  the  de^ 
termination  thopcof-  was  deferred  until  tlx* 
»ext  sitting.  After  which,  the  bill  being  put 
to  tlio  question,,  it  was  passed  by  a  great  ma- 

Jjord  Montague  committed  to  the  Fket.] 
June  ^6,  This  affair  was  Again  renewed,  and  a 
focital  .of  the  k)rd  Montaguc^s  speech  made ; 
on  which  it' was  onlered,  by  all  the  lords  spi- 
muat  and  temporal,  that  the  said  loril  should 
b«  committed  prisoner  to  the  I  leet..  And  the 

♦  Tlus  lorcKisc.  Montague  was  grandson  to 
the  h>rd  of  that  name,  who  spoke  so  boldl  v  for 
tl«  Romish  religion  in  the  beginning  of  the 
hmt  reiga.  See  Dugdale*s  Bar.  vol,  ii.  See  also 
fp  686  of  the  present  volume. 


warden  of  tlint  prison  was  iimnediatel^  sent  (b 
to  take  him  into  custody.  But  he  did  not  coo' 
tinue  long  a  prisoner ;  for,  on  the  30th,  thm 
Lords  being  informed  that  the  said  lord  Mon^ 
tague  was  sorry  ffir  his  offence,  and  that  b^ 
had  given  cause  for  their  displeasure;  begging' 
to  be  released  from  liis  conlinement  and  take 
his  place  in  the  House:  it  was  ordered,  **  that 
he  should  be  discharged  from  the  Fleet,  and 
return  to  liis  own  ihou&e,  there  to  remain  till 
Monday  next,  whea  he  was  to  repair  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  by  his  own  mouth  declared 
his  dislike  of  his  speech,  and  give  tatisfaction 
to  the  Lords  for  the  same.^  Accordingly,  on 
the  9nd  of  July  he  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and 
there  he  told  the  house,  **  How  far  it  was,  and 
ever  should  bo,  from  him  to  do  any  thing  ouf 
of  any  ill  disposition  or  meaning  to  offend 
them ;  rendering  unto  their  lordships  most 
humble  thanks,  for  their  no  less  favourable 
construction  of  bis  intention,  than  for  their 
most  honourable  and  present  reieascnoent  olT 
him;  with  protestation  of  his  most  humbWr 
and  dutiful  zeal  towards  his  miy.  and  also  of 
\m  most  loving  and  devoted  affectioii  towmnb 
all  their  lordships.^ 

The  Kln^s  Letter,  decHning  emy  Jkriker 
Subsidy  at  this  llme.\  Juoe  26,  another^^e* 
markable  Letter  from  the  King,  written  with 
his  own  hand,  but  corrected  as  to  the  8pelHxi|^ 
was  sent  to  thi  Commons;  the  intent  of 
which  wte  to  signify  his  pleaMre,  in  relation 
to  a  further  Grant  of  a  Subsidy.  The  Letter 
is  as  follows : — ^  Having  bsea  inforrotd,  that 
within  the  space  of  these  ei^t  or  ten  days  past, 
there  hatli  been  divers  times  speeches  made  in 
the  Lower  House  of  our  CoramonSy  for  a  Sub- 
sidy to  be  at  tills  time  granted  unto  as;  we  have 
thought  it  convenient,  that  ye  should,  in  our 
name,  acquaint  the  house  with  the  sincere  truth 
of  our  meaning  in  that  matter;  to  the  end  that 
tliev,  being  at  a  point  in  that  question,  may 
with  the  greater  expedition,  conclude  such  m* 
rial  tilings,  as  are  necessary  to  be  done  before 
the  ending  of  this  longsome  session  of  par). — 
It  is  true,  tliat  ever  before,  and  a  certain  space 
after  the  sitting  down  of  this  pari,  we  were 
constantly  resolved,  neither  Xq  think,  nor,  in 
case  it  had  been  offored  unto  us,  any  ways  to 
have  an  opted  a  Subsidy  at  this  time ;  for  as 
in  our  tirst  }<peech  to  tlus  whole  pari,  we  de- 
clared, liow  unwilling  we  should  ever  be  to  be  a 
burden  to  oar  people;  so  thought  we  it  an  unfit 
time,  at  our  first  pari,  af^er  our  so  happy  and 
peaceably  entry  into  this  kingdom,  with  so  great 
and  general  an  applause,  for  having  a  Subsidy 
raised  upon  them,  uotwithstandiaff  of  oar  pre- 
sent peat  necessity ;  and  that  ttioroagb  the 
occasion  of  divers  great  ezpenccs,  whcreunto 
we  were  driven  at  our  first  entry  here:  but 
after  the  assemblinff  of  this  pari,  we  ware  so 
oflen  dealt  with  and  informed  by  divers  mem« 
bers  of  that  hoiise^  that  were  otherwise  stran- 
gers to  ($ur  affairs,  that  it  was  a  thing  both  ho- 
nourable and  reasonable,  that  a  Sobsidy  shcmld 
be  granted  unto  us;  that  both  our  necessity' 
required  it,  and  the  people  ia  their  lore  were 
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rMMly  to  offer  it  unto  us ;  that  it  was  ever  the 
form  of  all  kings  of  England,  to  have  a  £;hbsidy 
given, them  at  the  very  first  assembling  of  their 
lirst  pari. ;  that  as  it  was  honourable  Ibr  us  to 
receive  it  (being  an  earnest-penny  of  cUe  pco* 
ple*s  love  towanl  us)  so  would  it  be  a  tning 
nothing  prejudicial  nor  hurtful  for  tliem  to 
yield  unto ;  ^ud  that  there  was  enow  in  that 
house,  that  were  striving  amongst  themselves 
who  should  be  the  first  propoonder  thereof;  as 
^t  the  last  we  were  moved  to  J>e  conteutcd, 
tliat  some  should  prove  the  house's  mind  iu  it; 
ouly  in  thb  point  were  we  careful,  that,  in 
case  it  were  propounded,  and  put  to  n  question, 
it  should  receive  no  public  refusal ;  which  could 
not  but  be  dishonuurahle  unto  us,  especially 
in  the  sight  of  all  the  strangers  that  arc  now 
liere.  £it  having  now,  with  time,  more  nar- 
rowly examined  both  tJie  custom  in  the  like 
cases,  at  the  first  parliaments  of  our  prede- 
cessors here,  as  likewise,  that  the  last  term  s  pay- 
ment of  the  old  great  Subsidy  is  not  yet  come,  so 
^  a  double  burden  shall  appear  to  be  laid  upon 
the  people,  and  yet  our  commodity  never  a  hair 
the  nearer;  we  have  hereupon  concluded  with 
ourself,  to  resort  to  our  for^ner  determination : 
and  therefore  it  is  oor  express  will,  that  ye 
shall,  in  our  name,  signify  to  our  said  House  of 
Commons,  that  we  cksire  them,  at  this  time, 
liot  to  meddle  aoj  further  with  that  question ; 
iu»uring  themr  in  the  word  of  a  king,  that  we 
trill  be  so  far  fipom  taking  it  unkindly,  their  not 
offering  it  unto  us  at  this  first  session  of  this  our 
first  pan.  as  by  the  contrary  we  will  only  inter- 
pret It  to  proceed  from  the  care  they  have,  that 
our  people  sliould  not  have  any  occasion  of  dis- 
taste of  us  offered  unto  them  at  this  time,  for 
tlie  reasons  above-mentioned ;  assuring  ourself, 
tliat  the  said  house  will,  in  tl^eir  own  time,  be 
careful  to  see  our  state  supplied,  by  such  means, 
as  may  be  most  convenient  for  our  weal,  and 
least  hurtful  to  our  subjects;  wherein  we  remit 
ourselves  to  their  discreet  considerations^  in 
•the  due  time. — Jmnea  HJ* 

After  the  reading  of  this  Letter,"  a  motion 
was  made,  *'  I'liat  the  Kiug's  Letter  should  be 
recorded  in  their  house,  for  an  everlasting  me* 
mory  of  his  roaj/s  grace, — ^That  all  the  knights 
of  shires  may  take  a  copy  of  it  and  publish  it, 
in  their  countries.  And,  that  mr-.  Speaker,  at 
the  end  of  this  session,  should  present  thanks 
to  his  maj.  in  the  name  of  the  whole  house,  for 
his  grace  expressed  in  that  letter," » 

Grant  cf  Tonnage  and  PoundageJ]  This 
letter  was,  probably,  the  occasion  of  sendine 
up  amither  bill  from  the  Commons,  intitlecf, 
*  An  Act  for  the  assigning  certain  sums  of 
money,  for  the  defraying  of  the  Charges  of  the 
king's  Household*  This  bill  soon  passed  :oto 
a  law ;  as  did  also  the  former,  for  a  Grant  of 
Tonnage  and  Poundage,  without  any  toiend* 
meets;  because  the  ford  treasurer  informed 
the  house  that  the  Judges  being  asked  their 
opinions,  about  his  points  of  exception  to  the 
9aid  bill,  they  had  resolved,  dmt  notwithstanding 
those  exceptions,  the  bill  might  pass,  as  it  then 
|(Qod|  without  iucQUTenience  or  pr^udice  to  bis 


maj.  The  Tonnage  granted  this  sessjoo  wm 
Ss.  on  every  tun  ot  Wine  imported ;  but  on  a 
tun  of  sweet  Wines  6s.  and  is.  on  every  awm 
of  Rhenish.  The  Poundage  was  Is,  on  every 
20s.  worth  of  coods  or  mercliandise,  imported 
and  exported, ^cepting  woollen  manufiicturei ; 
and  tin  and  pewter  were  to  pny  8s.  A  deiiisen 
was  to  pay  for  every  sack  of  wool  dSs.  4d.  und 
for  every  240  w»olfells  the  satn^ ;  and  for  every 
last  of  hides  and  backs  3L  6s.  8d. — See  Statutes 
at  Large,  cap.  S3, — ^These  were  nil  the  supplies 
grant^  to  the  king  this  se&sion  and  all  that 
we^  asked  hy  the  nnuistry  at  this  time. 

The  Speaket^s  Speech  at  the  Cfose  of  the  Stxt 
shn.l,  July  7th,  the  king  came  to  the. House 
of  Lords,  and/ being  seated  qn  the  throne,  the 
Comnaons  and  their  Speaker  were  sent  fur; 
who,  on  presenting  the  oiUs,  made  the  follow- 
ing Speech  to  his  'maj. — "  i^istary,  mu^t  high 
and  n)ighty  so^'ereign,  is  truly  i\pprovcd  to  he 
the  Treasure  of  limes  pu^t,  the  ligiit  of 
Truth,  tlie  Memory  of  Life,  the  Ouid?  and 
Image  of  Man'9  present  Estate,  P^ticm  of  the 
Things  to  come,  and  the  true  WorkTmistresa 
of  Experience,  the  Mother  of  Knowledge ;  for 
therein,  as  in  a  crystal,  there  is  not  only  prc<» 
seated  unto  X)ur  views  the  virtues,  hut  the 
vice*;  the  perfections,  but  the  detei'ts;~thc 
good,  but  the  evil;  the  lives,  but  tlie  dei^th^  of 
all  precedent  governors  and  government,  wj^ich 
held  the  reins  of  this  imperial  regii^^iu: 
where,  although  the  same  hath  ever  been  mar 
naged  with  one  idea,  or  fonn  of  govt,  na  ncly, 
by  the  Laws\direction,  by  King's  rule,  bv  Ser 
nates'  advice,  and  by  Magistrates'  discipline; 
vet  hath  tbe  same  budded  fruits  of  several 
kinds  of  sense,  moving  from  the  uje  or  u^iuse 
of  Laws'  direction,  from  the  virtue  or  error  of 
Kin^s  rule,  firom  the  good  or  evil  of  Senates' 
advice,  or  from  the  justice  or  injustice  of  Mar 
gistvates'  di«cip)iue{  for  as  good  govt^  k  the 
guide-mistre«s  oif  human  happiness,  and  tu^or-: 
c&s  of  public  comtnodity:  so  is  ill  govt,  the 
devouring  tyrant  of  sol^cts'  bliss,^  and  the  ve*. 
nomogs  poisoner  of  eommonwealtii  wellnloing. 
TheLvws. 

"  The  Laws,  whereby  the  ark  of  this  go-, 
vemment  hath  been  ever  steered,  are  of  three 
kinds;  the  1st,  the  Common  Law,  grounded 
or  dnvwn  from  tlie  Law  of  God,  the  Iajm  of 
Reason,  and  the  Law  of  Nature,  not  mutable ; 
the  2nd,  the  positive  Law,  founded,  clianged, 
and  altered  by  and  through  (he  occasions  and 
policies  of  tmies^  tbe  drd.  Customs  and 
Usages,  practised  and  allowed  witli  time's  ap- 
promition,  without  known  beginnings;  where-i. 
m  although  we  differ  from  the  laws  of  other 
states'  government,  yet  have  the  authors 
thereof  imitated  the  approved  excellency  of 
Plikto  and  Aristotle,  traming  their  laws.acn 
eording  to  the  capacity,  nature,  disposition, 
and  himiQur  of  the  place  and  people ;  by 
the  level  of  whose  line  this  state  hath  been 
commanded,  governed,  supported,  and  muin«t 
tained  these  *  *  *  years,  not  inferior,  but  in 
equal  balance,  with  any  conBning  regiment 
whatKMTer;  Md  h^ve,  by  the  toiyhttoiie  9Ji 
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true  experience,  approved  to  be  to  the  king 
hb  sceptr^,  tu  the  senate  the  br^e  of  coun- 
sel, to  the  judge  the  rule  of  justice,  to  tlie 
magistrate  the  guide  of  discipline,  to  the  sub- 
ject the  school-mistress  of  obedience,  to  the 
multitude  the  preventor  of  ignorance,  the 
standard-bearer  o^  sedition,  and,  generally  to 
all,  the  bond,  that  tieth  men  to  civil  and 
orderly  course  of  life.  Finally,  laws  are  only 
dials  of  true  direction ;  direction  the  weapons 
of  govt.;  govt,  the  armour  of  peace;  and 
peace,  the  true  perfection  of  all  worldly  hap- 
piness: but  contrary  wise,  no  laws,  no  direc- 
tion; no  direction,  no  govt.;  no  covt.  no 
peace;  no  peace,  utter  destruction;  for,/ sine 
impcrio,'  neither  house,  neither  city,  neither 

.  nation,  neither  mankind,  nor  tins  nature  of 
things,  *  nee  ipse  mundus  stare  potest.'  And 
yet  the  good  or  ill,  both  of  laws,  and  of  each 
worldly  thing,  consisteth  in  the  use  or  abuse 
of  the  same;  as,  if  well  used,  it  yieldetli .the 
sweet  of  his  twie  property ;  but,  if  abused, 
thdit  sweet  is  turned  to  sour;  or,  if  not  used, 
loseth  his  virttie :  as,  amongst  earthly  things, 
food  hath  his  precedency;  for,  being  well 
used,  it  mhintameth  and  supporteth  the  life 
and  nature  of  man ;  but  abusedly  taken,  by 
snrfcit  destroyeth  the  body ;  or  if  not  used, 
remaineth  fruitless ;  so  the  laws,  if  well  dis- 
posed, arc  the  stem,  that  wieldeth  the  ark  of 
civil  govt. ;  but  perverted,  become  the  instru- 
ments of  destruction ;  or  not  executed,  be- 
come *  corpus  sine  anima ;'  and  therefore  are 
to  receive  cither  life,  or  death,  by  the  good 
or  ill  of  the  king's  rule,  the  senates  advice, 
and  the  magistrates  discipline.  As  concern- 
ing the  bliss  or  bane  of  kings  govt,  which  in 
itself,  and  of  itself,  represcntetn  4i  divine  maj. 
it  consisteth  in  two  general  parts ;  the  one, 
example,  the  other,  command :  for  as,  from 
below,  we  receive  either  light  or  darkness 
from  above,  so  doth  the  subject  from  the 
prince's  example  receive  either  his  virtue,  or 
his  vice ;  and  experience  approvcth,  that  the 
estate  of  commonwealths  cliangcth  with  the 
alteration  of  princes  precedent.  And  therc- 
f  ire  the  errors  of  princes  are  not  hurtful  in 
■  themselvies,  as  are  their  erroneous  examples ; 
w^rcby  their  people  become  infected  :  for  it 
hath,  and  ever  will  be  approved  true,  that 
subjects,  by  imitation,  ot  their  princes  ex- 
ample, for  the  most  part  become  like  unto 
themselves ;  for  the  excellent  splendor  of  the 
king's  virtue  doth  not  only  incite  all  subjects 

'  to  behold  them,  but  exceeding  admiration  and 
imitation  to  love  tliem,  and,  by  loving,  to  ob- 
serve them.  And  therefore  the  virtue  of  Ves- 
pasianus'  example  wrought  more  effectual  good 
amongst  his  people,  than  his  laws :  for  '  ohse- 
quinm  in  principcs  et  smulandi  amor,'  are,  of 
aJl  other,  most  excellent  tractives  to  the  good 
or  ill  of  sabjects  course  of  life ;  and  therefore 
the  more  curiously  and  respective  ought  they 
to  be  in  their  acts  and  actions,  as  this  leading 
stars  of  the  people's  direction.  The  other 
resteth  in  bis  absolute  power  of  command:  for 
although  the  law  may  direct,  the  senate  advise, 
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and  the  magifftratc  execute ;  yet  to  determhib 
and  comrnand  is  proper  to  the  king  himsetf ; 
and  therefore  his  commands  ought  to  be  reli- 
gious, for  he  therein  becometh  tlie  president  of 
many  millions  of  souls;  they  ought  to  be  just, 
for  he  sitteth  in  the  judgment  seat  of  the  abso- 
lute king  of  justice  ;  they  ought  to  be  tempered 
with  mercy,  for  he  represeiiteth  the  diviQe 
image  of  mercy;  they  ought  to  be  mild,  for  he 
isr  the  father  and  tlie  subjects  his  children  ; 
they  ought  to^be  preservative,  and  not  devour- 
ing, for  he  is  the  shepherd,  aud  they  the  flock  ; 
they  ought  rather  to  prevent  the  cause  of  of- 
fence, than  punbh  the  offender,  for  one  is 
much  more  honourable  than  the  other ;  they 
ought  to  be  warranted  by  law,  for  both  by  of- 
fice and  oath  he  is  bound  to  his  law;  they 
ought  to  proceed  from  reason,  for  thereby  he 
is  reverenced  as  a  God  amongst  men;  thej 
ouglit  to  be  prudent,  for  that  makes  him  deK- 
fied  with  fame  and  renown.  Lycurgus  never 
commanded  ought  to  be  done,  tJiat  himself 
would  not  do ;  which  made  him  honoured,  re- 
verenced, and  obeyed ;  but  Sylla  commanding 
sobriety,  temperance,  and  frugality,  himseif 
practisuig  the  contrary,  was  both  contemned 
and  scorned  :  and  therefore  the  king  ought  to 
patronize  his  command  by  his  actions.  The- 
mistocles  demanded,  whether  he  were  a  good 
poet,  that  in  singing  would  t|pnsgres8  the  true 
rules  of  musick  r  Being  a^iswered,  No ;  re- 
plied* no  more  is  that  king,  that  commands 
without  his  law.  Theopompus  being  asked; 
why  Lacedemon  did  so  flourish;  answered, 
because  their  king  knew  how  to  command  i 
and  commandments,  justly  commanded,  ex- 
act performance ;  but  things,  unduly  required, 
do  breed  mislike,  and  sometimes  enforce  refu- 
sal. Claudian  therefore  concludeTh,  *  Pera- 
gat  tranquilla  potestas,  quod  violenta  nequiet ; 
mandataquo  fortius  urget  imperiosa  quies:' 
and  more  gracious  is  the  nairre  of  piety,  than 
of  power.  To  conclude,  princes,  by  the  per- 
fection of  their  examples,  and  by  the  virtue  of 
their  just  commands,  become  to  God  accept- 
able, to  the  world  renowned,  to  their  people 
beloved,  to  all  men  with  reverence  admired, 
and  in  the  end  with  glory  immortalized  :  but  if 
their  commands  be  unjust,  unmerciful,  cruel, 
devouring,  lawless,  unreasonable,  and  impru- 
dent, he  loseth  the  glorious  title  of  a  good 
king,  and  becometh  eternized  with  the  death- 
less fame  (t(  an  hellish  tyrant ;  which  all  good 
kings  ought  to  eschew,  as  the  devouring  devil 
of  their  fame,  renown,  and  eternity. — ^The 
third  place  in  the  commonwealth  hath  the  se- 
nate :  for  no  king  can,  with  his  diligence  and 
only  wisdom,  equally  govern  the  whole  estate ; 
for  it  is  rather  the  virtue  of  God,  than  man, 
effectually  to  know  all  things  appertaining  to 
jEtovernment :  and  therefore,  as  it  is  necessary 
for  a  prince  to  see  with  his  own  eyes,  to  hear 
with  his  own  ears,  and  to  direct  by  the  dial  of 
his  own  judgment;  so  is  it  requisite  for  a 
prince  to  have  many  eyes,  many  ears,  many 
tongues,  many  bands,  many  feet,  and  many 
wits^  to  see;  to  hear^  to  dispatch^  to  iQA>nit| 
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and  advise,  for,  in,  and  concerning  the  public 
state,  as  preparatiYes  to  his  conimaDding  judg- 
ment, anid  preservatives  against  the  common 
evii.  Romulus  therefore  refused  to  undergo 
the  burden  of  government  alone,  but  chose 
unto  himself  a  hundred  senators.  Trajanus 
called  his  senate  lus  father ;  for  as  the  father 
doth  forctel  his  son  of  the  good  or  ill  that  may 
befall  him,  so  ought  the  senate  to  admonish 
the  king  of  things  profitable,  and  unprofitable, 
to  him  aud  the  state.  Tlje  seuate  therefore 
ought  to  know  the  law,  the  liberties,  the  cus- 
toms, the  use,  and  disciplii>e,  wherewith  the 
state  is  governed ;  they  ought  not  only  ^  to 
know  the  means,  whereby  the  state  may  be 
beautified,  amplified,  and  preserved,  but  also 
how  the  same  may  be  weakened,  impeached, 
or  subverted ;  they  ought  also  to  know,  what 
is  the  rot^esty,  prerogative,  greatness,  and  ju- 
risdiction of  a  kmg,  aud  what  is  the  due  right 
and  liberty  of  subjects ;  for  they  are  the  mean, 
'and  fudges  between  force  and  fear,  liberty*and 
servitudej  the  king  and  his  people.  A  coun- 
sellor ought  therefore  to  be  temperate,  not 
passionate  in  his  a£fections;  moderate,  not 
transported  with  appetites ;  mortified  by  years, 
not  inveigled  by'youth ;  grave  in  his  behaviour, 
not  light  in  his  condition ;  justly  wise  in  his 
advice,  not  craft)-  in  his  counsel;  virtuous  in 
his  conversation,  not  vicious  in  his  disposition : 
a  counsellor  thus  complete,  is  to  the  king  a 
watchful  tower,  to  the  law  a  graceful  orna- 
ment, to  government  an  absolute  guide,  and 
to  the  people  a  beloved  oracle;  but  if  he  be 
passionate  in  his  afifecdons,  transported  in  his 
appetites,  inveigled  by  bis  youth,  light  in  his 
condition,  crafly  in  hb  counsel,  and  vicious  in 
his  disposition ;  then  becometh  he  to  the  king 
a  regardless  and  watchless  tower,  to  the  law  a 
disgraceful  blemish,  to  the  government  a  bUnd 
dissolute  guide,  and  to  the  people  a  contemned 
famous  deceiver. — The  next  and  immediate 
subsequent  place  in  the  commonwealth  hath 
the  magistrate ;  for  in  vain  b  the  laws  direc- 
tion, the  king's  command,  aud  the  senate's 
advice,  if  not  by  the  magistrate's  discipline 
executed :  for  laws,  command,  and  ladvice  re- 
ceive not  their  authority,  when  they  are 
enacted,  given,  or  advised,^  but  when  they  are 
executed ;  not  when  they  are  enacted,  but 
when  they  are  observed;  and  therefore  the 
commonwealth  doth  put  upon  the  magistrate 
the  person  of  severity,  to  execute  the  laws 
direction,  prince's  command,  and  tlie  senate's 
advice.  The  Roman  magistrate  therefore  said, 
my  mother  hath  brought  me  into  the  world  of 
mild  and  gentle  dbposition,  '  Sed  respublica 
me  sevcrum  fecit:'  tor  laws  arc  delivered  to 
the  maebtrates,  as  a  sword,  to  cut  off  the 
reins  of  licentious  liberty ;  but  if  the  magb- 
trate  keep  it  sheathed  op  rusty,  b  there  any 
that  will  dread  the  correction  of  so  sheathed 
or  rusty  a  weapon  ?  2ndly,  laws  are  ordained 
as  rules  or  Hnes  of  men's  lives ;  but  if  the  ma<- 
gbtrate,  through  fear  or  pity,  shall  bend  them 
to  and  fro,  b  there  any  man  that  will  regard 
io  leaden  a  rule  ?  3rdly>  lawt  are  tstablbhed 


as  waUs,  or  forts,  or  defence  Against  disorder; 
but  if  the  magistrate  shall  suflfcr  them  to  nielt 
with  fiivour,  or  rend  asunder  with  corruption, 
will  not  all  men  contemn  such  walb  ot  yvt^x, 
or  forts  of  cobwebs  f  The  memory  of  Nerva 
his  example  approveth  it;  who,  through  t^o 
tender  a  conceit  of  pity,  was  noted  over-^ 
sparins^  in  punishment  of  the  people's  inso- 
lencies ;  but  in  the  end,  his  city  thereby  grew 
into, such  contempt,  both  of  his  person  aud 
government,  that  of  him  it  was  said,  That  bet. 
ter  it  were  for  all  good  men  to  live  under  the 
government  of  Domiiian,  under  whom  nothing 
was  lawfol,  than  under  Ner\-a,  where  ail 
things  were  lawfol.  And  therefore  tliema^ 
trate  ought  to  be  *  sciens,  Justus,  et  fortw ;' 
first,  to  know  what  he  is  to  execute ;  2ndly, 
to  be  just  in  hb  execution ;  and  Srdiy,  not  ta 
fear  tlie  face  of  any,  in  that  he  ought  to  exe- 
cute ;  for  he  is  the  living  law,  and  the  law  of 
the  dumb  magbtratc :  and  nothing  b  mor« 
pernicious  in  the  commonwealth,  than  an  i^^ 
norant,  unjust,  and  timorous  magistrate  lo 
conclude,  as  the  end  of  the  sailgl's  endeavour 
is  good  passage,  the  physician's  travel,  health, 
the  captain's  labour,  victory ;  »o  the  well  dis- 
ciplining of  the  people  ought  to  be  the  magi^ 
trate's  true  endeavour;  wliich  if  he  regardfaU/ 
perform,  then  becometh  he  a  good  pilot,  a" 
provident  physician,  a  victorious  captain,  and 
a  just  well-deserving  magistrate;  but  if  he  be 
ignorant,  remiss,  timorous,  unjust,  or  corrupt^ 
then  is  be  to  the  life  of  the  law  a  deathful 
murtherer,  to  the  soul  of  the  king's  justice  m 
betraying  teacher,  to  the  virtue  of  senates  ad- 
vice a  deceiving  evil,  and  to  the  body  of  the 
commonwealth  a  devouring  wolf. — A  people, 
by  the  direction  of  such  laws,  by  the  grace, 
wisdom,  and  justice  of  such  a  king,  by  the 
advice  of  such  a  senate,  and  by  the  discipline 
of  such  magistrates,  governed,  if  not ^then  loyal 
and  obedient,  are  ratlier-the  whelps  of  wolves^ 
than  sons  of  men ;  rather  monsters  of  nature, 
than  creatures  of  reason  ;  nay,  more  devib  in 
condition,  than  profcssora  of  religion :  fronj 
the  corruption  of  which  error -your  mfgesty 
shall  ever  approve  us  to  be  as  free,  as  virtue  b 
from  vice.  And  though,  during  the  time  of 
these  our  parHament  counsels,  we  have, 
through  the  waiTant  of  our  long  contitmod 
privilege,  your  gracious  approbation  thereof 
your  patience  in  hearing,  your  wisdom  in  dis- 
cerning, your  justice  in  adjudging,  and  your 
clemency  in  relieving,  presumed  of  you,  as  of 
our  king,  but  more  of  you,  as  of  ouir  good 
kinn,  nay  most  of  all  of  you,  as  a  mosfr  abso- 
lute good  man,  to  propound,  dispute,  assent, 
and  disassent,  freely;  to  implore  your  royal 
protection  of  our  loiij^-coutinued  liberties,  your 
gracious  relieving  of  our  burdens  (not  bv  au- 
thority imposed,  out  by  the  corruption  of*  base 
officers  extorted)  and  your  discerning  conside- 
ration of  our  feared  dangers ;  wherein  aithougii 
we  have  proceeded  without  flattery  or  cowarcU 
ice  (the  one  never  being  a  true  comisellor,  nor 
the  other  a  good  subject)  yet  hath  the  same 
hemx  without  hearts  or  minds  thought,  eitit4^ 
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CD  distaste  ^rour  ^ncioas  pleasure,  or  to  detract 
ougbt,  that  io  rigbt,  honour,  or  prcrogalive, 
jounelf  m  juur  ipreat  wisdom  should  anect  a& 
good :  for  jTOur  ^rj  is,  and  must  he,  our  bo- 
•oar,  jfour  greatnets  our  )>rotection,  jour 
abmidancc  our  riches^  jour  laTet^  oar  tecu- 
fi^,  jour  content  our  joj ;  oUierwue  were  we 
worthily  univorthj  of  the  blessings  of  the  reli^ 
fbn,  of  the  peace,  of  the  safety,  of  the  grace, 
and,  geocrallj,  of  all  the  fruits  of  happine«>, 
which  bj  you,  from  jou,  and  under  jou,  we 
4o,  and  hope  ever  to  possess.  Ami  as  out  of 
TOUT  princely  grace  jou  pleased  (to  our  ex- 
eeedtng  hearts  comfort)  to  saj>  that  you  more 
jojtd  to  be  king  of  sach  su^jecta,  than  to  be 
sin^  over  manj  kingdoms ;  so  do  we,  with  true 
seaiand  faith,  protest  more  to  joy  in  being  the 
•nbjcicts  of  such  a  kjng,  than  in  tne  freedom  of 
•oj  lihertT,  which  wc  shall  evef  with  our 
Itearta  Wic  blood  endeavour  to  approve  against 
•U  oppofiera  and  opposition :  and  as  God  let 
kirn  eiidure  the  torment  of  ever  djiiig  death, 
that  atherwise  shall  io  mind  conceit,  or  in 
^eart  consent;  so  iet  him  live  hatefully  to 
God  and  man,  that  shall  endeavfnir,  or  oooo- 
aion  ia  the  least,  to  impeach  and  violato  so 
fojal  and  iojal  a  conjunction  between  a  head 
to  absolutely  peerless,  and  a  body  so  faithfully 
loyaL  Ancf  aJthbugh  your  ma),  more  seeking 
to  enrich  jour  treasore  with  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  os  your  subjeots,  than  with  the  mooej 
•ad  treasure  of  our  purses,  have  lately,  out  of 
joor  abundant  grace,  prevented  our  con** 
dpding  to  present  jovi  with  a  Subsidy  of 
crarwns  and  coin,  bemg  but  a  blossom  ot  the 
Ihiiiful  ever-bearing  dree  of  our  abundant  love, 
loval^,  and  duty  (which  we  sooner  shall  leave 
|o  live,  than  leave  unperfonned)  vet  give  us 
leave,  (of  all  other  most  worthy  to  be  Moved 
•overeign)  not  only  to  present  you  with  our 
luraible  and  dutiful  thanks,  but  also  to  present 
fou  wkb  iive  Subsidies,  of  far  more  precious 
price  and  worth:  1.  Hie  first  consisting  of 
many  miltiooi  of  afiactionated  hearts  to  love 
{JOU ;  S.  Of  mimber  of  loyal  minds  to  obey 
you ;  8.  Of  as  many  sealous  spiriu  to  pray  for 
.jou;  4.  Of  us  equal  proportioned  hands  to 
^ht  for  you  ;  5.  And  with  the  treasure  of  the 
whole  kingdom  to  supply  you;  which  the 
world  shall  both  feel  and  know,  when,  whore, 
and  against  whom  whatsoever,  your  nuy.  shall 
he  pleased  to  dispose  and  commaod  us.  This 
we  profess,  protest,  and  present,  neither  out 
of  servile  fear,  nor  base  flattery,  both  hatcitU 
•to  a  king  so  absolute,  wise,  mH(;nanimouft,  and 
gracious ;  but  out  of  our  eiidlcse  loves,  duties, 
and  loyalties,  whereunto  death  only,  and 
4|oughteUe  but  death,  shall  be  of  farce  to 
give  end/* 

There  is  no  speech  of  the  king,  or  the  lord 
chancellor,  entered,  fur  this  tiaie,  in  either 
Journal ;  an4  bo  more  is  said  io  the  Lords'  than 
that  the  lord  chancellor,  by  thb  king's  com- 
mviA,  prorogued  this  pari,  to  the  7th  of  Feb. 
next  ensuing. 

•Notwithstanding  the  great  affair  of  the 
TJx^ou  vas  stiU  obstmctadr  though  the  king 


laboured  hard  to  bring  it  about;  yet,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  he  was  this  year  pro* 
claimed  King  of  (treat  Britain,  France,  and 
Ireland,  that  the  names  of  England  and  Scot* 
laud  miglR  frmn  hencefortli  be  eitinctJ  Scot- 
tish coiiU)  were  made  current,  and  tiie  aitns  af 
both  kingdoms  quartered  on  all  standards, 
miUtary  and  ci^il,  throughout  both  the  nations. 
Peace  wa<i  aiko  proclaimed  Jiere  between  Kog* 
land  and  Spain,  on  the  5th  of  August,  1604. 

'rUe  (iuHpowder  Fht  discovcredJ]  Feb.  7, 
1605.  Pari,  ni^t,  according  to  prorogation,  and 
were  prorogued  by  coomiission,  to  the  Srd  o{ 
Oct.  At  which  time  they  were  agaio  pro- 
rogned,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  5di  of  Nav, 
following,  and  on  tlmt  day  to  the  9th  oi'  the 
said  month.  During  which  lasi-iBentioned  per 
riods  was  discovered  the  deepest  and  blacked 
Plot  that  ever  was  laid  against  king  and  king* 
dom.  The  reader  will  pre>eurly  comprehend, 
that  tlie  infamous  Gunpowder  Plot  is  faera 
meant;   the  account  ot  which  is  so   amply 

5iven  by  all  our  English  Historians.  In  the 
ounials  (^  the  Commons,  Nov.  6,  we  find 
this  entry.  **  This  last  night  the  Upper  ilousa 
of  pari,  was  searched  by  sir  Thomas  Kaevett; 
and  one  Johnston,  servant  to  mr.  Thomas 
Percye,  was  there  apprehended,  who  ha^ 
placed  56  barrels  of  gunpowder  in  the  vi^alt 
under  the-  house,  with  a  purpose  to  blow  ufi 
the  king  and  the  whole  company,  when  thcj 
should  there  assemble.  Afterwards,  divers 
other  geutlemen  were  discovered  to  be  of  the 
Plot." 

The  Lords'  Journals  tell  us,  <<  That  on  the 
9th  of  Nov,  the  house  hetng  met,  and  the 
king  seated  on  the  throne,  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor opened  the  session  with  giving  some  ac- 
count of  what  Irnd  passed  between  the  com* 
missiouers  o£  England  and  Scotland,  at  their 
(ate  meeting,  according  to  an  act  made  for  that 
purpose  last  session  of  pari,.  Afterwards,  be 
presented  to.  his  m«j«  and  the  hous^  two  Co^ 
pies  of  the  Tripartite  Writiop  agreed  oo,  o«e 
of  which  was  deUvered  op^ii^  \p  the  cUni  of 
pari,  to  be  kept  iq  his  cu&tody  till  a  farther 
prvK^eding  in  that  business.  lie  then  made  a 
Kelation  of  the  most  wicked  and  homhle 
Treason  ever  heard  of,  intended  against  bis 
ma),  and  the  whole  state;  which  was porpose<| 
to  have  been  put  in  execution  on  ruosday, 
the  5th  inst.  the  first  day  of  this  session,  hoUeo 
by  prorogation."  The  lord  chancellor  haviag 
ended,  the  King  began  to  tell  the  house,  that 
he  came  there,  at  this  time,  (contrary  to  tbe 
custom  of  any  of  his  predecessors,  at  the  he- 
ginning  of  any  session  of  pnrl.  boldea  by  ^ro* 
rooation)  on  purpose  to  receive  the  Wriunf^ 
which  had  just  then  been  4elivefod  in;  dpi 
no  stop  might  be  |nit  to  that  proceediog.  AP 
terwaraa  htf  au^.  made  an  ample  declarstioa 
to  both  houses,  of  the  (ate  most  booiUe  Ticft* 
JOB,  in  the  IbUowing  Speech  from  the  ThioBsl*i 


*  This  S|ieech  as  taken  &om  a  book  coti* 
ded,  <  A  Discoiir^  of  the  lilasner  of  the  Pk- 
<(PV9ry  o(  tbie  1^  intes^^  Tr«q|ioii|  joMA 
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JI%eKinffs  Speech  upon  that  Occftsion,]  "My 
Toriis  fpintual  and  temporaiy  and  vuu  the 
knights  and  btirgcbses  of  this  pari. ;  it  wa<i  tar 
ftom  iny  tltaaghts,  till  very  lately  before  my 
coming  to  this  place,  that  mis  subject  should 
ha\'e  been  ministered  unto  me,  whereupon  I 
«in  BOW  to  speak.  But  no\r  it  so  talleth  out, 
that  whereas,  in  the  preceding  session  of  this* 
pari,  the  principal  occasion  of  my  speeoli  was, 
to  thank  and  coneratuiate  all'  you  of  thi« 
house,  and  in  you  all  the  whole  commonwealth 
(as  being  the  representative  body  of  the  statcj 
for  your  sf»  wilhuj^,  and  loving,  receiving  and 
eml)racing  of  me  in  that  place,  which  God  and 
nature,  by  descent  of  blood,  had  in  bis  own 
dme  provided  for  roe:  so  now  my  subject  is, 
to  spieak  of  a  far  greater  thanksgiving  than 
before  I  save  to  you,  being  to  a*  far  greater- 
person,  which  is  to  Gnd,  for  die  great  and  mi- 
raculous delivery  be  hath  at  this  time  granted 
to  me,  and  to  yuu  all,  and  consequently  to  the 
*  whole  bady  or  this  estate.  I  must  therefore 
begin  with  this  old  and  most  approved  sen- 
tence in  divinity,  *  MUerkordiu'  Dei  supra 
omnia  opera  ejus  J  For  Almichty  God  did  not 
furnish  so  great  matter  to  his  glory  by  the 
creation  of  this  great  world  as  he  did  by  the 
redemption  of  the  same.  Neither  did  his  ge- 
neration of  the  little  world,  in  our  old  and  first 
Adam,  so  much  set  forth  tlie  praises  of  God  in 
his  justice  find  mercy,  as  did  our  regeneration 
in  the  last  and  second  Adam.  And  now  I  must 
crave  a  little  pardon  of  you  (that  since  kings  are 
in  the  word  of  God  itself  culled  gods,  as  being 
his  lieutenants  and  vicegerents  ou  earth,  and 
wet  adorned  and  furnished  with  some  sparkles 
of  the  divinity ;)  to  a^ropare  some  of  the  works 
of  God,  the  trreat  king,  towards  the  whole  and 
general  world,  to  some  of  his  works  towards 
me,  and  this  little  world  of  my  dominions, 
compassed  and  severed  by  the  sea  from  the 
rest  of  the  earth.  Foi*  as  God,  for  the  just 
punishment  of  the  first  great  6ini>  in  the  origi- 
nal world,  when  the  sons  of  God  went  in  unto 
the  daughters  of  men,  and  the  cup  of  their 
iniquities  of  all  sorts  was  filled,  and  beufted  up 
to  the  full,  did,  by  a  general  deluge  and  ovcr- 
Aowiog  of  watersj^  baptize  the  world  to  a  ge- 
neral destruction,  but  not  to  general  purga- 
tion :  (only  excepted  Noah  and  liis  familv,  who 
did  repent  and  believe  ttie  threaten ings  of 
God's  judgment;)  so  now,  when  the  world 
shall  wax  old  as  a  garment,  and  that  all  the 
impieties  and  sins  that  can  be  devised  against 
bodi  the  first  and  second  tikble,  have,  andshnll 
be  committed  to  the  full  measure;  God  is  to 
punish  the  world  the  second  time  by  tire,  to 
the  general  destruction  and  not  purgation 
thereof.  And,  as  it  was  done  in  the  former  to 
Noah  and  his  family  by  the  waters,  so  shall 
all  we^that  believe  be  likewise  purged,  and  not 

wii^  the  Examination  of  some  of  the  Prison- 
ers.* (Imprinted  at  London,  by  Robert  Bar- 
ker, printer  to  the  king's  most  excellent  ntaj. 
anno  1605.)  And  is  compared  by  the  Lords' 
Journals. 


destroyed  by  fire.  In  the  like  sort,  I  say,  I 
may  justly  o6inpare  these  two  great  and  fear- 
ful doomsdays,  wherewith  God  threatened  to 
destroy  me,  and  all  you  of  this  httle  world  that 
have  interest  in  me.  For  although  I  confess^ 
as  all  mankind,  so  chiefly  kings,  as  being  in  the 
higher  places,  like  th6  high  trees,  or  stay  est 
mountains,  and  steepest  rocks,  are  most  sub* 
ject  to  the  daily  tempests  of  innumerable  dan* 
gers;  and  I,  uiuongst  all  other  kings,  have  ever 
been  subject  unto 'them,  not  only  ever  sines 
my  birth,  but  even,  as  I  may  justly  say,  befbro 
my  birth,  and  while  I  wns  yet  in  my  mother'* 
belly ;  yet  have  I  been  exposed  to  two  more 
special  and  greater  dangers  than  all  the  rest. 
The  first  of  them,  in  the  kingdom  where  I  was 
bom,  and  passed  the  first  [iartof  miy  life;  and 
the  last  of  them  here,  whic^  is  the  greatest. 
In  the  former  I  should  have  been  baptized  in 
blood,  and  in  my  destruction,  not  only  the 
kingdom  wherein  I  then  was,  but  ye  also  by 
your  future  interest,  should  have  tasted  of  ray 
ruin.  Yet  it  pleased  God  to  deliver  me,  as  it  . 
were,  from  the  very  brink  of  death,  from  tha 
point  of  the  dagger,  and  so  purge  me  by  my 
thankful  acknowl^lgmcnt  of  so  gnrat  a  benefit* 
But  in  this  which  £d  so  lately  fall  out,  and 
which  destruction  was  prepared  not  for  me 
alone,  but  for  you  all  that  are  here  present, 
and  wherein  no  rank,  age,  or  sex  should  have 
been  spared :  tliis  was  not  a  crying  sin  of  blood 
as  the  former;  but  it  may  well  be  called  a 
roaring,  nay,  a  thundering  sin  of  fire  and  brim- 
stone, from  the  wliich  GoA  hath  so  mirnculous- 
i|r  delivered  us  all.  What  can  I  speak  of  thit« 
1  know  not :  nay,  rather  what  can  I  not  speak 
of  it?  And  tliercfore  I  must  for  horrdr  saj 
with  the  poet;  '  vi^x  faucibus  h^eret*  In  this 
great  and  horrible  attempt,  whereof  the  like 
was  never  cither  heard  or  read,  I  observe 
three  wonderful,  or  rather  miraculous  events. 
l*t,  in  the  cruelty  of  the  plot  itself;  wherein 
cannot  be  enoush  admired  the  horrible  and 
fearful  cruelty  of  their,  device,  which  was  not 
onl|*  for  the  destruction  of  nay  person,  nor  of 
my  wife  and  posterity  only,  but  of  the  whole 
lM)dy  of  the  state  in  general;  wherein  should 
neither  have  been  spared,  or  distinction  inode^ 
of  young  nor  of  old,,  of  great  nor  of  small,  of 
^inan  nor  of  woman :  the  whole  nobility ;  the 
whole  reverend  clergy,  bishops,  and  most  p:u*t 
of  the  good  preachers ;  the  most  pait  of  the 
knights  and  gentry;  yea,  and  if  that  any  iu 
this  sociQty  were  tavourers  of  their  profession, 
they  should  ail  have  gone  one  mav:  the  whole 
judges  of  tlie  land,  with  most  of  die  lawyers, 
and  the  whole  clerks ;  and  as  the  wretch  him^ 
sclKthat  is  in  the  Tower  doth  confess,  it  was 
pnrpoKciy  devised  by  them,  and  concluded  to 
DC  done  in  this  bouse :  that  where  the  crud 
laws  (as  they  say)  were  made  against  their  re* 
ligion,  both  place  and  persons  should  all  be 
destroyed  and  blown  up  at  once.  ,  And  then 
consider  therewithal  the  cruel  sort  of  that  prac- 
tice: for  by  three  different  sorts  in  general 
may-  mankind  be  put  to  death.  The  1st,  br 
other  meny  aW  reasonable  creatures^  which 
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is  least  cruel ;  for  then  both  defence  of  men 
against  men  may  be  expected ;  and  likewise 
nmo  knoweth  what  pity  God  may  stir  up  in 
tiie  hearts  of  the  actors  at  the  rery  instant? 
Besides  the  manj  ways  and  means  whereby 
men  may  escape  ui  such  a  present  fury.  And 
the  2nd  way  more  cruel  than  that^  is  by  ani- 
mal and  unreasonable  creatures :  for  as  they 
have  less  pity  than  men»  so  it  is  a  greater  hor- 
ror, and  more  unnatural  for  men  to  deal  with 
them ;  but  yet  with  them  both  resistance  may 
avail,  and  also  some  pity  may  be  had,  as  was 
in  the  lions,  in  whose  den  Daniel  was  thrown  ; 
or  that  thankful  lion  that  had  the  Roman  slave 
in  bis  mercy.  But  the  3rd,  the  most  cruel  and 
unmerciful  of  all,  is  the  destruction  by  insensi- 
ble and  inanimate  things;  and  ainongst  them 
all,  the  most  cruel  arc  the  two  elements  of 
water  and  fire;  and  of  those  two  the  fire  most 
raging  and  merciless.  2ndly,  how  wonderful 
it  IS  when  you  shall  tliink  upon  the  small,  or 
rather  no  ground,  whereupon   the  practisers 

,  were  enticed  to  invent  this  tragedy.  For  if 
these  conspirators  had  only  been  bankrupt 
jiersons,  or  discoiitented  upon  occasion  of  any 
disgrace  done  unto  them;  this  might  have 
aoemed  to  have  been  but  a  work  of  revenge. 
But  fbr  my  own  part,  as  I  scarcely  ever  knew 
any  of  them ;  so  cannot  they  al ledge  so  much 
as  a  pretended  cause  of  grief:  and  the  wretch 
himself,  in  bands,  doth  confess,  that  there 
was  no  cause  moving  him  or  them,  but 
mcerly  and  only  religion.  And  specially, 
that  diribtian  men,  at  leaut  so  culled.  English- 
men, burn  within  the  country,  and  one  o^ 
tlie  specials  of  them,  my  *.worn  servant  in  an 
hon.  place,  should  pnicticc  the  destruction  of 
tlieir  kii^,  his  posterity,  their  country  and  all; 
wherein  their  following  obstinacv  is  so  joined 
to  their  former  malice,  as  the  fellow  himself 
that  is  in  hand,  cannot  be  moved  to  discover 
any  signs  or  notes  of  repentance;  except  this, 
tliat  he  doth  yet  stand  to  avow,  that  he  re- 
pents only  for  not  being  able  to  perform  Iiis 
intent.  Srdly,  The  discovery  hereof  is  no^  a 
little  wdndcrVul,  which  would  be  thought  tlie 
more  miraculous  by  you  all,  if  you  were  as 
well  acquainted  with  my  natural  disposition,  as 
those  are  who  be  near  about  me.  For  as  I 
ever  did  hold  suspicion  to  be  the  sickness  of  a 
tyrant ;  so  was  I  so  far  upon  the  other  extre- 
mity, as  I  rather  contemned  all  advertisements, 
or  apprehensions  of  practices.     And  yet  now, 

,  at  this  time,  was  I  so  far  contrary  to  myself, 
as  when  the  letter  was  shewed  to  me  by  my 
seerctary,  wherein  a  general,  obscure  adver- 
tisement was  given  of  some  dangerous  blow  at 
this  time ;  I  did  upon  the  instant  interpret  and 
apprehend  some  dark  phnises  therem,  con- 
trary to  the  ordinary  grammar-construction  of 
them,  (and  in  another  sort  than  I  am  sure  any 
divine,  or  lawyer  in  any  university  would  have 
^ken  them)  to  be  meant  by  this  horrible  form 

'  of  blowing  us  up  all  by  powder;  and  tlierc- 
upon  ordered  that  search  to  be  made,  whereby 
the  matter  was  discovered,  and  the  man  ap- 
prehended :  whereas  it'  I  had  apprehended  ur 


I  interpreted  it  to  any  other  sort  of  danger,  do 
worldly  provision  or  prevention  could  have 
made  us  escape  our  utter  destruction !  and  in 
that  case,  there  was  a  wonderful  providence 
of  Ood,  that  when  the  party  himself  was 
taken,  he  was  but  new  come  out  of  his  bouse 
fix)m  working,  having  his  fire-work  for  kindling 
ready  in  his  pocket;  wherewith,  as  he  con- 
fesseth,  if  he  had  been  taken  but  immediately 
before,  when  he  was  in  the  house,  he  was  re- 
solved to  have  blown  up  himself  with  ht» 
takers.  One  thing,  for  my  own  part  have  I 
pause  to  thank  God  in ;  that  if  God,  for  our 
sins,  had  suflfercd  their  wicked  intents  to  have 
prevailed,  it  should  never  have  been  spoken 
nor  written  in  ages  succeeding,  that  I  had  died 
indoriously  in  an  ale-house,  a  stews,  or  such 
vile  place;  but  mine  end  should  have  been 
with  the  most  honourable  and  best  company, 
and  in  that  most  honourable  and  fittest  place 
for  n  king  to  be  .in,  for  doing  the  turns  most 
proper  to  his  office :  and  the  more  have  we  all 
cause  to  thank  and  magnify  God  for  this  his 
merciful  delivery.  And  specially  I  for  my  part, 
that  he  hath  given  mc  yet  once  leave,  what- 
soever should  come  of  me  hereafter,  to  as- 
semble you  in  thi^  honourable  place ;  and  here 
in  this  place,  where  our  general  destruction 
shoi^ld  ha\'c  been,  to  magnify  and  praise  him 
for  our  general  delivery;  that  I  may  justly 
now  say  of  mine  enemies  and  yours,  as  Davii 
doth  often  say  in  the  Psalms,  '  Incidenint  in 
foveam,  quam  feceruut.'  And  since  Scipio  an 
Ethnick,  led  by  the  light  of  nature,  that  day 
when  he  was  accused  by  the  tribunes  of  the 
people  of  Rome,  for  mispending «and  wasting 
in  his  Punic  wars  the  city's  treasure,  even  upon 
the  sudden  brake  out  with  that  diversion  of 
them  from  that  matter,  calhng  them  to  re- 
membrance how  that  day  was  the  day  of  the 
year,  wherein  God  hath  given  them  so  great 
a  victory  against  Hannibal ;  and  therefore  it 
was  .litter  fSr  them  all,  leaving  other  mutters 
to  run  to  tlie  temple  to  praise  God  for  that  so 
great  delivery,  wliich  the  people  did  all  follow 
witli  one  applause :  how  much  more  cause  luivc 
we,  that  are  christians,  to  bestow  this  time  in 
this  place  for  thanksgiving  to  God  for  his  great 
mercy,  though  we  had  had  no  other  errand  of 
assenihhng  here  at  this  time;  wherein  if  I  have 
spoken  more  like  a  divine,  than  would  seem 
to  belong  to  this  place,  the  matter  itself  must 
plead  for  mine  excuse :  for  being  here  come  to 
tluink  God  for  a  divine  work  of  his  mercy ; 
how  can  I  speak  of  this  deliverance  of  us  from 
so  hellish  a  practice,  so  well,  as  in  language 
of  divinity,  which  is  the  direct  opposite  to  so 
damnable  an  intention  ?  And  therefore  may  I 
justly  end  this  purpose,  as  I  did  begin  it  with 
this  sentence,  The  mercy  of  God  is  above  all 
his  works.  It  resteth  now,  that  I  shotild  in- 
form you  what  is  to  be  done  hereafter,  upon 
the  occasion  of  this  horrible  and  strange  acci- 
dent. As  for  your  part,  that  are  my  faithful 
and  loving  subjects  of  all  degrees,  I  know  that 
your  hearts  are  so  burnt  up  with  zeal  in  this 
errand^  and  your  tongues  so  ready  to  otttr 
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^Qur  dutiful  affections,  and  your  hknds  and 
teet  «o  bent  to  cortcur  in  the  execution  thereof^ 
"(for  tvhich  as  t  *  nrcti  not  to  spur  you,  so 
can  I  not  but  praise  you  for  the  same) 
as  it  niay  very  well  be  possible,  thit  the 
'/eal  oir  your  hearts  shall  make  some  of  you' in 
>'oiir  speeches,  rjislily  to  blauie  such  as  may  be 
innocent  of  tiiis  attempt.,  iBuJ  upon  the  other 
part  I  wish  you  to  consider,  that  I  would  be 
eorry  that  any  being  innocent  of  this  practice, 
either  domestical  or  foreign,  should  receive 
blume  or  harm  for  the  same.  For  although  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  it  was  the  .only  blind 
superstition  of  their  errors  in  religion,  that 
led  them  to  this  desperate  device,  yet  doth 
it  ni>t  follow,  that  all  professing  that  Ro- 
mish religion  were  guilty  of  the  same.  For 
as  it  is  true,  that  no  other  sect  of  heretics, 
not  excepting  Turk,  Jew,  nor  Pagan,  no  not 
even  those  ot  C'alicute  who  adore  the  devil, 
did  ever  maintain  by  the  grounds  of  their  re- 
ligion, that  it* was  lawltil,  or  rather  meritorious 
J(as  the  Romish  xmthblics  call  it)  to  murder 
princes  or  people  for  quarrel  of  religion.  And 
although  particular  men  of  all  professions'  of 
religion  have  been  some  thieves,  some  mur- 
Vhercrs,  some  traitora ;  yet  ever  when  they 
came  to  their  end  and  inst  punishment,  they 
confessed  their  fault  to  he  in  their  nature,  and 
"not  in  their  profession:  (these  Komish  ca- 
tholics only  excepted)  yet  it  is  true  on  the 
other  side,  that  many  honest  men  blinded, 
peradventurr,  with  some  opinions  of  popery, 
as  if  they  be  not  found  in  the  questions  of  the 
real  presence,  or  iu  the  number  of  the  sacra- 
ments, or  some  such  school  question ;  yet  do 
they  citlier  not  know,  or  at  least,  not  believe 
all  Uie  true  grounds  of  popery,  which  is  indeed, 
the  mystery  of  iniquity.  And  therefore  do 
v:c  justly  confess,  tnat  many  papists,  especi- 
ally our  fore-fathers,  laying  their  only  trust 
upon  Christ  and  his  merits  at  their  last  breath, 
may  be,  and  oftentimes  are  saved;  detesting 
in  that  pointy  aftd  thinking  the  grueltj^  of  pu- 
ritans worthy  of  <Tre,  that  will  admit  no  sal- 
vation to  any  •  papist.  I  therefore  thus  do 
conclude  this  point ;.  that  as  Upon  the  one 
part  many  honest  men,  seduced  with  some 
errors  of  popery,  may  yet  remain  good  and 
faithful  suDJccts :  so  upon  the  other  part,  none 
of  those  that  truly  know  and  believe  the  whole 
grounds,  and  school  conchisions  of.  their  doc- 
trine, can  ever  proVe  either  good  christians, 
or  faithful  subjects.  '  Ahd  for  the  part  of'  fS 
reign  princes  and  states,  I  may  so  much  th^ 
more  acquit  them  and  their  mftifsters,  of  their 
knowledge  and'  consent  to  any  such  villainy; 
as  I  may  justly  ^ay,  that  in  that  point  I  better 
Isnow'all  christian  kings  b^  myidf,  that  nO 
king  nor  prince  of  honour  wrtl  ever" abase  hlm- 
sclr  io  much^  fits' to  think  a  good  thought  of 
so  base  and  dishottourable  a  treachery:  wisli- 
in^  yoii  therefore,  that  as  God  hath  given  me 
an  n&ppy  |^6ace  and  amity,  with'  all  other 
christian  .phnces  itty  hcighbours;  (as  was  evefi 
tio<v  vtrv  gravely  told  you'  bymj  lord  chan6.) 
that  to  Voa  wfll  rct^rentlv  vid^wad  speak  <^f 
•   VotVi;   ''   '  -   •  r-V'       ^ 


them  in  this  case.  And  for  my  part  I  would 
wish  with  those  ancient  philosoj-hers,  that  there 
were  a  chrystal'window  in  my  hrcast,  whcreifi 
all  my  people  might  sec  the  secrfetest  thoughts 
6(  my  heart;  for"  then  might  you  all  see  no 
alteration  in  my  mind  for  this  accident,  fur- 
ther than  in  those  two  points.  The  1st,  cau^ 
tiyn  and  weariness  in  govt,  to  discover  ar.d 
search  out  the  mysteries  of  this  wickedness  a? 
far  as  may  he:  the  other,  after  due  trial,  se*- 
verity  of  punishment  upOn  those  that  may  be 
found  guilty  of  so  detestable  and  unheara-of 
villainy.  And  now  in  this  martcr,  if  I  hav6 
troubled  your  ettrs  with  an  abri>pt  speech,  un- 
digested m  any  good  method  or  order;  yoo 
have  to  consider  that  an  abrupt,  and  unad- 
vised speech  doth  best  become  the  relation  oT 
so  abrupt  and  unordt  rly  an  accident.  And 
although  I  have  ordained  proroguing  of  this 
pari,  until  after  Christmas,  upon  two  necessary 
respects:  whereof  the  first  is,  that  neither  i 
nor  my  council  can  have  leisure,  at  this  time, 
both  to  take  order,  for  the  apprehension  and 
trial  of  these  conspiratoi-s,  and  also  to  wait 
upon  the  daily  aflTairs  of  the  pari,  as  the  coun- 
cil must  do :  ai^d  the  other  reason  is,  the  ne- 
cessity, at  this  time,  of  divers  of  your  pre- 
scndes  in  your  shires  that  have  chai*ges  or 
commahdmerits  there.  For  as  those  wretched 
thought  to  have  blown  up  in  a  manner  the 
whole  world  of  this  island  ;  every  man  bein^ 
now  come  up  here,  either  for  pnLti»'causes  oT 
pftH.  or  else  for  their  owrn  pi*lynte  causes  ill 
law,*6r  otherwise:  so  these  rtbtls  that  now 
wander  through  the  country,  coiild  nrever  have 
gotten  so  fit  a  time  of  safety  in  their  pas- 
sable, or  whatsoever  unlawful  actions,  as  no\i^ 
when  the  country  by  the  foresaid  occasion  is 
in  a  rtianner  left  desolate,  and  waste  unto 
them.  Besides  that,  it  may  be  that  I  shall 
desire  you  at  your  next  session,  to  take  upori 
you  the  judgment  of  this  crime :  for  as  so 
extraordinary  a  fiict  deser\'e8  extraordinary 
judgment :  so  can  there  not  I  tliink  (following 
even  their  own  lule)  be  a  fitter  judgment  for 
them,  than  they  should  be  measured  witli  tht? 
same  measure  wherewith  they  thought  t!o  'mea- 
sure us ;  and  that  the  same  place  and  persons, 
whom  they  thought  to  destroy,  should  be  the 
Just  avengers  of  their  so  unnatural  a  parricide : 
yet  not  knowing  that  I  will  have  occasion  to 
meet  with  you,  myself,  in  this  place,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  n6xt  session  of  this  pari. ; 
(because  if  it  had  not  f)een  for  delivering  of 
tlie  articles  agreed  upon  bV  the  coratnissioiicrai 
of  the  union,  which  was  thought  most  coiive- 
tiient  to  be  done  in  my  presence,  where  both 
head  and  mernbeis  of  the  pari,  were  met  to- 
gether, my  presence  had  not  otherwise  been 
requisite  here"  at  this  time)  I  havetherefuro 
thought  good  f6r  conclusion  of  this  meeting- 
to  discourse  to  you  somewhait  anent  the  true 
nature  and  definition  of  a  n^rl.;  which  I  wiir 
remit  to  your  memories,  tm  your  next  vi'ttir.g 
down,  that  you  may  thfen  "m^ke  use  of  it  as 
Occasion  ,  shjll  Ke  mimj>tcred.  Fo/  alhe;t,' 
it  be  tfue.   that  at  |he.  fii"st  session  of  my 
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£rst  pari.  Tviiich  was  not  bne  after  mine 
entry  iuto  this  kingdom ;  it  couki  not  become 
die  CO  inform  you  of  anpr  thing  belonging  to 
law  or  state  hm ;  (for  aU  knowledge  must  ei- 
ther be  infused  or  acquired,  and  seeing  the  for- 
mer sort  tbemof  is  now,  with  propliesic,  ceased 
in  the  world ;  it  could  not  be  possible  for  me, 
at  my  first  entry  here,  before  experience  had 
itaugnt  it  me,  to  be  able  to  undersund  the  par- 
ticular mysteries  of  this  state)  yet  now  that  I 
have  reigued  almost  three  years  amongst  ^ou, 
and  have  been  careful  to  observe  those  things 
that  belong  to  the  office  of  a  king ;  albeit,  that 
time  be  but-  a  short  time  for  experience  in 
others ;  yet  in  a  king  may  be  thought  a  rea- 
^nablc  long  time,  especially  in  me,  who  al- 
though I  be  but  in  a  manner  a  nei»-  king  here, 
gpet  hare  been  long  ucquainted  with  the  office 
of  a  king  in  such  another  kincdom,  as  doth 
nearest  of  all  others  agree  with  the  laws  and 
customs  of  this  state.  Remittinj^  to  your  con- 
tideration,  to  Judge  of  that  wliich  hath  been 
concluded  by  the  commissioners  of  the  union, 
wherein  1  am  at  this  time  to  signify  unto  you, 
that  as  I  cau  bear  witnebs  to  the  foresaid  com- 
missioners, that  they  have  not  agreed  nor  con- 
eluded  therein  any  thing,  wherein  they  have 
not  tbreseen  as  well  the  weal  and  oommodity 
of  the  one  country,  a9  of  the  other ;  so  can  tliey 
all  bear  me  recora,  tliat  I  was  so  far  from  pres- 
•ing  them^to  afpt^e  to  any  thing,  which  might 
brine  with  it  any  prejudice  to  this  people ;  as 
by  tli^  contrary  I  did  ever  admonish  them,  ne* 
▼er  to  conclude  upon  any  such  union,  as  might 
carry  hurt  or  grudge  with  it  to  either  of  the  said 
nations :  for  the  leaving  of  any  such  thing,  could 
not  but  be  the  greatest  hindrance  that  might  be 
to  such  an  action,  which  God  by  the  laws  of 
nature  had  provided  to  be  in  his  own  time,  and 
bach  liow  in  effect  perfected  in  my  person ;  to 
which  purpose  my  lord  chancellor  bath  better 
SpoLeu,  tliau  I  am  able  to  relate. — And  as  to 
the  nature  of  tliis  high  court  of  pari,  it  is  notliing 
else  but  the  king's  g^neat  council ,  whidi  the 
Viug  doth  asseiuble  either  upon  o^cu^jon  of  in- 
terpretuig,  or  abrogating  old  laws,  or  making 
of  new,  according  as  ill  manners  shall  deserve, 
or  for  the  public  punishment  of  notorious  evil- 
doers, or  the  praise  and  rewnrd  of  the  virtuous 
and  well-dcservers ;  wherein  these  four  things 
ar^  to  be  considered  :  1st,  whereof  this  court 
is  composed  :  2ndly,  what  matters  are  proper 
for  it :  drdly,  to  what  end  it  is  ordained.  And 
4thly,  what  arc  the  means  and  ways  whereby 
this  end  should  be  brought  to  jpass. — ^As  for 
the  thing  it»e(fi  it  is  composed  ot  a  head  and 
a  body :  the  head  is  the  King,  tlie  body  are  the 
members  of  tlie  pari.  This  body  again  is  sub* 
divided  into  two  parts ;  the  ujpper  and  lower 
house:  the  upper  compounded parilr  of  nobi- 
lity, temporal  men,  who  arc  heretable  counsel* 
iors  to  the  high, court  of  pari,  by  the  honour 
of  their  creatigu  and  lands:  and  partly  of  bp§. 
spiritual  men,  who  are  likewise  by  tlie  virtue  of 
tticir  place  and  dknity  counsellors,  life-ronters, 
or  *  ad  vitam'  of  this  court.  The  dther  house 
isQumpaiedof'koiglbtfoftheihire;  andgqii^, 


and  borgessesibr  Hat  towns.  Bat  becanst  d» 
nnmber  would  be  infinite  for  all  the  gentlemea 
and  burgesses  to  be  present  at  every  |^«  there* 
fore  a  certain  number  is  seleaed  and  cbosca 
out  of  that  great  body,  serving  only  for  that  part 
where  their  persons  are  the  lepresentation  of 
that  body. — ^Now  the  matters  whereof  they  an 
to  treat  ought  therefore  to  be  general,  and  ra^- 
thef  of  such  maUers  as  cannot  well  be  per- 
formed without  the  assembling  of  that  geneial 
body ;  and  no  more  of  these  generals  neither^ 
than  necessity  shall  require :  for  as  *  in  corrupt 
tissima  republica  sunt  plurimse  leges:'  so  doth 
tho  life  and  strength  ot  the  law  consist  not  im 
heaping  up  infinite  and  coafosed  numbers  of 
laws,  but  in  the  right  interpretation  and  good 
execution  of  good  and  whotesome  laws.  If  tkia 
be  so  then,  neither  is  this  a  place  on  the  one 
side,  for  every  rash  and  harebrained  fellow  to 
propone  netv  laws  of  his  own  invention :  nay  ra- 
ther could  I  wish  these  busy  heads  to  remember 
that  law  of  the  Lacedemonians,  that  whosoever 
came  to  propone  a  new  hiw  to  the  people,  be* 
hoved  puolicly  to  present  himself  with  a  rope 
about  his  neck,  that  in  case  the  law  were  not  al* 
lowed,  he  sliould  be  han^d  therewith.  So  wai^ 
should  men  be  of  proponing  novelties,  butnpoot 
of  all  not  to  propone  any  bitter  or  seditioua 
laws,  wbidi  can  produce  nothing  but  gnak^ 
and  discontentment  between  the  prince  and  oi» 
people :  nor  yet  is  it  on  the  other  side,  a  con- 
venient place  for  private  men  under  the  coloor 
of  general  laws,  to  propone  nothing  but  their 
own  particular  gain,  either  to  the  hurt  of  their 
private  neighbours,  or  to  the  hurt  of  the  whole 
state  in  geuernl;  which  many  times,  under  fo«v 
and  pleasing  titles,  are  smoothly  passed  Qvcr^ 
and  so  by  stealth  procured,  without  coosiderap 
tion  that  the  private  meaning  of  them  tende^ 
to  nothing  but  either  to  tlie  wreck  of  a  parti* 
cular  party,  or  else  under  colour  of  public  bene* 
fit  to  piU  the  poor  people,  and  serve  as  it  wer« 
for  a  geiH;ral  impost  upon  tliwn  for  filling  the 
purses  of  soulfe  private  persons. — ^And  so  the  end 
for  which  the  pari,  is  ordained,  being  only  for 
the  advancement  of  God's  gloiy,  and  the  e9t»- 
bUshmentand  wealth  Q^the  kin^  and  his  peo* 
pie :  it  is  no  place  then  for  particular  men  tb 
utter  there  tlieir  private  conceits,  nor  for  satis^ 
faction  of  their  curio:»ities,  and  least  of  all  to 
make  shew,  of  tlieir  eloquence  by  tyning  the 
time  with  long  studied  and  eloquent  oratioat. 
No,  the  reverence  ot'  God,  their  king,  and  their 
country  being  wdl  settled  in  their  hearts,  wiS 
make  tncm  ammcd  of  such  toys ;  and  remem- 
ber that  they  arc  there  as  sv^oni  counsellors  to 
their  king,  to  give  their  best  advice  for  the  foi^ 
therance  of  his  service,  aiKl  the  iourishin^  weal 
of  his  iestate.— And  lastly,  if  yon  will  niMr 
consider  the  means  and  ways  how  to  biin^  au 
your  labours  to  a  good  end  ;  you  must  remcvi* 
ber,  that  you  are  here  assemUed  hj  j<i/ox  lamr* 
fulkmg  to  give  bim  your  best  advices;  m die 
matters  proposed  by  him  unto  you«  heuig  ef 
that  naMu-e,  which  I  have  already  told,  whi^ 
you  are  gravely  to  deliberate,  and,  upon  Toe^ 
coQsdencesypAiofy  to  deteiminehow  6tf  dpA 
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tbtngs  propoimdad  do  igf€e  wtdi  die  weal,  both 
oCyuur  king  and  of  your  country,  whose  weiUs 
cannot  be  scperated.  And  as  ibr  myself,  the 
World  shall  ever  bear  me  witness,  that  I  nerer 
ahiUl  propone  any  thing  unto  you,  which  shall 
not  as  well  tend  to  the  weal  poblick,  as  to  anv 
"benefit  for  me :  so  shall  I  ever  oppone  myself 
to  that,  which  may  not  tend  to  the  good  of  the 
comraonweakh,  for  the  which  I  am  ordained, 
as  I  have  often  said.  And  as  you  are  to  give 
Your  advice  in  such  things  as  shall  by  your  king 
be  proposed  t  so  is  it  on  your  part  your  duties 
to  propone  any  thing  that  you  can,  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,  ^ui^e  to  be  needful,  either 
tor  those  ends  already  spoken  of,  or  otherwise 
for  the  discovery  of  any  latent  evil  in  the  king- 
dom, which  penidventure  may  not  have  come 
to  the  king's  ear.  If  this  then  ouf^ht  to  be  your 
grave  manner  of  proceeding  in  this  place,  men 
should  be  ashamed  to  make  shew  ot  the  quick- 
ness of  their  wits  here,  either  in  taunting, 
scoffing,  or  detracting  the  firince  or  state  in  any 
point,  or  }*et  in  breaking  jests  upon  their  fel- 
lows, for  which  the  ordinaries  or  alehouses  are 
fitter  places,  than  this  honoorable  and  high 
court  of  pari.  In  conclusion  then,  since  you 
are  to  break  up,  for  the  reasons  I  have  already 
told  you,  I  wish  such  of  you  as  have  any  charges 
m  your  countries,  to  hasten  you  home  for  the 
repressing  of  the  insolencies  of  tliese  rebels, 
and  apprehension  of  their  persons ;  wherein  as 
I  heartily  pray  to  the  Almighty  for  your  pros- 
peh>us  success,  so  do  I  not  doubt,  but  we  shall 
shortly  hear  the  good  news  of  the  same ;  and 
that  you  shall  have  an  happy  return,  and  meet- 
ing ticre  to  all  our  comforts." — [Here  the  lord 
Chancellor  spake  toucliing  the  proroguing  of 
the  pari.  And  having;  done,  his  maj.  rose  a«rain 
and  said,] — **  Since  it  pleased  God  to  grant 
rae  two  Such  notable  deliverers  upon  one  day 
of  the  week,  which  was  Tuesday,  and  likewise 
one  day  of  the  month,  which  was  the  fiflh; 
thereby  to  teach  me,  that  as  it  was  the  same 
devil  that  still  persecuted  me ;  so  it  was  the 
same  God  that  still  mightily  delivered  me :  I 
thought  it  therefore  not  amiss,  that  the  one 
and  twentieth  day  of  Jan.  which  fiiUs  to  be  upon 
Tuesday,  should  he  the  day  of  meeting  of  this 
next  session  of  pari,  hoping  and  assuring  my- 
self, that  the  same  God,  who  hath  now  granted 
me  and  you  all  so  gracious  and  notable  a  deli- 
Ter^,  shall  prosper  all  our  affairs  at  that  next 
session,  ana  bring  them  to  an  happy  conclusion. 
And  now  I  donsider  God  hath  well  provided  it 
that  the  end'mg  of  this  pari,  hath  been  so  long 
continued ;  for  as  for  my  own  part,  I  never  had 
%ny  otlier  intention,  but  only  to  seek  so  Ikr  my 
weal  and  prosperity,  as  misht  conjunctly  stand 
with  the  flourishing  state  of  the  whole  common- 
wealth, as  I  have  ofien  told  you :  so  on  the 
pther  part  I  confess,  if  I  had  been  in  yoor 
places  at  the  beginning  of  this  pari,  (which  was 
«o  soon  after  mine  entry  into  this  kingdom, 
ivhetein  ve  could  not  possibly  have  so  perfect 
A  knowledgeof  mine  iudination,  as  experience 
since  hath  taught  you)  I  could  not  nut  have 
juq^ectfd,  mi  mi|Uttt€rpro(«d  divers  things; 


m  the  trying  whereof,  now  I  hope,  by  }'onr  ex* 
perkmce  of  my  behaviour  and  form  of  govt, 
you  are  well  enough  cleared,  and  resolved." 

It  seems  as  if  the  pari,  met,  at  diis  time,  only 
to  have  the  foregomg  Declarations  maide  to 
them,  by  the  king  and  the  lord  ohanoellor: 
for  they  were  instantly  prorogued  to  the  9ua 
of  Jan.  following ;  and  ^m  dience  to  the  Slst 
of  the  same  month.  On  which  last  mentioned 
day,  the  Lords  being  met,  a  motion  was  madd 
by  the  archbishop  ofCanterbuiy  (Richard  Ban^ 
croft,)  <*  I'hat  a  Committee  might  be  appointod 
to  consider. the  laws  all^ady  in  force,  tlmt  tend 
to  the  preservation  of  Religion,  his  Majesty,  tlMi 
State  and  Commonwcath.  What  deilcts  art 
in  the  execution  of  them,  or  what  new  laws 
may  be  thought  needi\il.*'  This  motion  bciii|| 
seconded  by  the  bp.  of  London,  Rd.  Vaughau, 
followed  by  Cecil  eari  of  Salisbury,  a  Commit^ 
tee  was.  immediately  appointed  for  that  pur« 
pose, 

ProretdingM  relative  to  the  Popish  PA»f.l 
The  Lord  Chancellor  gave  direcdan  to  tlie  cleric 
of  pari,  to  take  special  notice  of  the  numes  of 
such  I^ords  as  should  ^1  in  tlicir  appearance 
this  session ;  having  no  license  from  liis  maj, 
for  their  absence.  This  was  doncj,  no  doubt. 
because  some  of  the  peers  were  then  suspecteq 
to  be  concerned  in  tlie  lute  Plot;  aad  som<^ 
were  taken  up  for  it  afterwards,  as  will  appear 
in  the  sequeC — A  Bill  was  also  read  a  first; 
time,  *  For  preserving  and  restoring  to  ttie  Crowii 
the  true  and  ancient  Royalties  appertaining  to 
the  same.'  In  the  Commons,  we  find,  that 
the  business  of  the  Popish  Plot  wa3  tb^  first 
thing,  also,  that  they  went  upon.  Jan.  21st 
sir  George  Moore  made  a  motion,  o*it  of  a 
deep  sense  of  the  li\tc  Conspiracy ;  **  the  like 
whereof,  he  said,  never  came  opon  the  stage  of 
the  worid.'^Othcr  brokeii:  hinjbs  of  t!ib  speech 
are  thus  entered.— <*'  No  hour  too  soon  lor  such 
a  motion^  Enauin^roent  ta  papi^s,  impunity 
and  delay.— »'  Ilonunes  c|ui  ex  frafidp,  fiulacia^ 
mendaciis^  oonsistere  videbantuTs-^rantimoA^ 
religio  potuit  siuidere  malorum  f*"-— To  enter  iota 
consideration^  what  course  may  be  fittest  tdi 
settle  the  safety  of  the  king,  and  prej^enfe  the 
danger  of  papi'stvcnl  practices.'**— This  speech, 
was  seconded  Ky  sir  r ra.  HastijQi^ ;  he-  spoke 
of  three  duties :.  to  God,  iwui  tliiTking,  to  God 
and  ourselves^  Offered  four-  others  to,  cousi'^ 
deration :  the  Plot,  the.  Carriage  of  the  Plot,, 
the  Discovery,  and  tlic  Deliverance. — Plot;J 
popish,  dangerous,  and  desperate* — Aiicrwards,. 
the  Solicitor  General  said.  That  a  word,  ia 
time,,  was  like  apples  of  gold  furnished  witlv 
pictures  of  silver..  That  these  state-mtmks  had 
got -a  new  divinky^  It  was  lawful  for  them  f^ 
fie,  to  dissemble  before  a  magistrate^  to  1^^ 
an  heretick.:— The  result  of  all  was,  '*  That  ti. 
large- Committee  was  appointed  taeonsider  of 
some  course,  for  the  timely  and  severe  pro-* 
ceedhu^  a^nst  Jesuits,  Seminaries^  and  all 
other  Popish  Agents  and  Practisers;  and  jbr 
the  preventing  and  suppressipg  all  thdr  Plots, 
and  Practices.'^ 

Togo  (hroaf^t^hdays  ysoossdings  iabothr 
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Jonrnals,  would  be  too  tedious.  We  shall 
theretbre  only  cull  out  of  them  the  most  re- 
mnrkuhle  instances,  and  which  are  sufficiently 
bistoricul  tor  our  purpose.  The  Popish  Plot 
■was  the  thing  most  at  lieart ;  and  tliis  pari, 
laboured  to  fix  some  indelible  mark  of  their  re- 
sentment on  such  an  infamous  intention.  Se- 
"vernl  conspiratoi-s  had  now  been  taken,  some 
others  w$;rp  killed  in  endeavouring  •  to  make 
tbcir  cscaj>e  ;  and  we  are  told  by  AVrlson,  the 
vriter  of  this  rei^n,  (though  it  is  not  mentioned 
in'  the  Journals)  that  tbc  carl  of  Northumber- 
land, Uenry  lord  Alordaunt,  antl  Edward  lord 
Stourton,  three  popish  lords,  being  suspected 
to  have  knowledge  of  this  conspiracy,  were  all 
con)mitted  to  the  Tower.  One  greut  cause  of 
the  suspicion,  was,  their  not  coming  to  pari. 
ttccOrduig  to  summons.;  but,  nothing  more  be- 
ing proved  agaiiist  them,  after  some  imprison- 
ment, the  two  barons  were  redeemed,  by  tine 
in  the  Star-Chamber ;  but  the  earl  continued 
a  prisoner  there  for  many  ycai"s  after. 

These  were  all  the  noblemen  that  were  sus- 
pected ;  as  for  the  inferior  bort,  they  were 
tried  and  condemned  at  common  law  :*  but  be- 
fore their  execution  wa3  awarded,  tlie  pari, 
thinking  the  ordinary  punishment  too  light  for 
the  offence,  the  Lords  appointed  a  Committee 
to  consider  what  punishments  extraordinary 
•were  fit  to  be  ordained  for  these  oftcndcrs. 
They  had  mode  some  progress  in  this  matter, 
i\'hen  the  abp.  ofCanterbury,  the  first  of  the 
said  committee,  though  it  was  an  affair  of 
blood,  reported  to  the  house,  **  That  having 
niiVed  the  opinipn  pf  the  lord  chief  justice  of 
Ebgit^nd  ii)  that  matter ;  and  being  infopued 
py  him  that  the  execution  of  the  said  traitors 
Diight  not  conveniently  be  deferred,  the  com- 
toittee  had  forborne  any  further  proceeding 
therein." 

Tlie  Commons  w6rc  no  less  anxious :  for  on 
the  24th  pf  Jan.  sir  Thomas  Uolcrofl  put  the 
house  in  mind,  "  That  Richard  11,  built  a 
wooden  house,  ^nd  there  the  king  and  pari, 
sat  when  offenders  were  judged.  This  tended 
to  have  the  miuei>,  in  the  late  Plot,  tried  in 
the  same  manner;  which,  he  said,  was  nOt 
vi  ithout  precedent ;  and  therefore  desired  that 
|;he  kinc  might  be  petitioned  about  iL** — SirR. 
AVingfifcld  moved  for  "  a  form  of  punishment 
equal  to  the  greatness  of  the  fact.  He  said, 
the  Scripture  had  examples  of  extraordinary 
punishments  for  exlraorninary  offences.  And 
inoved,  That  a  short  act  might  be  made  for 
the  punishment  of  the  miners ;  and  some  extra- 
ordinary puoighipcnt  set  down  in  it.  But  no 
petition  to  tlie  kinjr  about  it,  for  he  was  so  com- 
pounded of  mercy  i^nd  pity,  that  he  will  deny 
It.** — Sir  Robert  Jligham  argued  against  these 
motions ;  and  said,  "  That  the  common  law 
should  have  its  proceeding  first,  and  then  this 
court  mioht  add  a  confirmation  of  it." — Mr. 
JFuUrr,  du  the  same  side,  moved,  "  That  all 
^he  boose  might  be  present  and  hear  the  ar- 
raighmpnt;  and  that,  afterwards,  a  law  might 
he  made  for  the  punifhroent,  the  judgment 
tWriftg  rjipiled.*^— -Tire  Speaker  sajdi   *«  That 


those  who  were  already  dead  were  to  be  at- 
tainted by  the  house,  and  evidence  against 
them  given  at  the  bar;  for  the  rest  a  confir- 
mation of  the  attainders  was  sufficiciit." — Mr, 
Wiseman  moved,  That  the  liouse  might  be 
present  at  the  trials,  and  places  provided  for 
tliem;  and  that  judgirient  should  be  respited ; 
afterwards,  they  might  think  of  a  judgment  in 
the  house,  their  consciences  being  informed  bj 
the  hearing. — Mr.  Solicitor  was  against  peti- 
tioning for  stay  of  judgment;  and  observed, 
"  That  there  was  no  precedent  when  one  com- 
mission and  court  had  heard  allegations,  that 
another  should  hiterpose  themselves  to  stop 
judgment."— Lastly,  sir  Rob.  Litton  told  the 
house,  "  Tliat  thc'intorest  the  pari,  had  in  this 
affair,  made  them  no  competent  jndges  of  it." 
—Upon  the  whole,  the  cuestion  was  put. 
Whether  to  petition  the  king  that  judgment 
might  be  stayed  afcer  Uial .?  It  was  resolved  in 
the  negative. 

However,  to  do  something  in  the  matter,  the 
Commons  framed,  read,  and  passed  a  bill,  and 
sent  it  up  to  the  J/)rds,  on  the  25th  of  Jan, 
entitled,  '  An  Act  for  appointing  a  1  hanksgiv- 
ing  to  Almighty  God,  every  year,  on  the  5th  of 
Nov.'  The  mpsseng(  rs  which  brought  this  bill 
up  to  the  Lords  told  them,  •;  That  the  whole 
body  of  the  Commons,  having  entered  into 
considt  ration  of  the  great  blessing  of  God,  in 
the  happy  preservation  of  his  maj.  and  the 
state,  from  the  late  most  dangerous  Treason, 
intended  to  have  been  attempted  by  the  insti- 
gation of  Jesuits,  seminaries,  and  Romish 
priests^  had  framed  and  passed  the  said  bill, 
in  their  house,  as  the  first-fruits  of  their  la-, 
hours  in  this  session  of  pari.;  which  they  did 
very  earnestly  recommend  to  their  lordships.'* 
The  Lords  retuiiied  the  compliment,  by  read- 
ing and  passing  tlie  bill  in  three  days,  without 
ever  goiug  into  a*  committee  upon  it.  And 
this  act  stands  the  first  in  the  pnnted  Statutes 
of  this  sei»aion. 

Both  Houses  passed  another  bill  for  the 
'  Attainder  of  the  Offenders  in  the  late  Trea- 
son.' The  Lords  next  proceeded  to  consider 
the  motion  made  by  the  abp.  of  Canterbury, 
on  the  first  day  of  this  session,  concerning  the 
laws  already  in  force  against  Papists,  &:c.  And 
accordingly  we  find,  that  Fob.  1st,  he  made  a 
Report  to  the  House  of  what  had  been  done 
in  that  committee :  and  then  presented  a  shoit 
note,  containing  the  heads  of  the  said  laws 
now  in  being.— The  next  day,  the  I/)rds  being 
infonncd  that  the  CommouM  were  upon  a  bill 
to  the  same  purpose,  and  that  they  were  ready 
to  bring  it  up  to  their  house,  they  sent  a  ine»» 
sage  to  them,  to  desire  a  Conference.  This 
proposal  was  accepted  of,  and  several  mect- 
msfi  of  the  committees  of  both  houses  were 
had  about  it;  the  result  of  all  was,  the  jtoaan^ 
two  new  acts,  one  entitled  *  An  Act  tor  dis- 
covering and  repressing  of  Popish  RecttSantsf 
and  the  other  called,  '  An  Act  to  prevent  and 
avoid  Dangers  which  may  grow  by  Popisb 
RccusaiUs.'  ^^ ,. 

Bin  reUHng  t6  Putveyuncr!]    We  mtrt 
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;  the  Icing's  treasarjr.*  Tlie  comiMnw^alth  mai 
obliged  to  lighten  this' burden;  as  Moses  sud; 
*  How  can  he  idone  bear  their  scrii'es  and 
incumbrances,  &c.'  Ijosdy,  he  added,  tiiat 
whatever  the  offer  was  from  his  subjects,  th^ 
king  would  say  '  silfficit'  to.  it ;  and  therefoi* 
niored,  that  a  Committee  might  be  imifiedi- 
ately  appointed  to  draw  up  a  bill  for  a  Supply,^ 
I'his  motion  was  seconded  by  sir  Maurioa 
Berkley ;  and,  afterwards  by  sir  Edw,  Mon* 
taguc, '  who  begun  with  urging  two  duties : 
fear  God  and  honour  the  King.  That  we  ow« 
request  was  assented  to  by  the  Lords,  and  a  |  him  love,  reverence,  obedieoce,  and  thank-** 


some  notice  given  us  in  the  Lofds'  Journals  of 
a  Supply  to  be  granted  this  session;  by  a  mes- 
sage sent  from  the  Commons  to  the  Lord:r,  on 
the  12th  of  Feb.  importing,  **  That  they  had 
received  signification,  with  much  joy,  by  their 
Speaker,  of  his  ma^/s  gracious  acceptation  of 
their  humble  effer,  m  matter  of  Subsidies;  and 
withal  that  his  maj.  is  well  pleased  that  co'nsi- 
dertition  may  be  had  of  tlie  grievances  arising 
by  Purveyance.  They  therefore  proposed  u 
Conference,  by  committees  of  both  houses,  to 
consider  of  these  two  weighty  articles."    This 


time  appointed  for  the  Conference;  but  we 
bear  no  more  of  the  Supply  till  near  the  end 
of  this  session.  The  other  business  concern- 
ing- the  King's  Purveyors  was  an  ancient  branch 
of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  therefore  was  to 
be  tenderly  dealt  with.  Many  conferences 
were  held  about  it,  between  the  two  houses; 
at  last  a  bill  was  passed  by  the  Commons,  and 
sent  up,  intitled  *  An  Act  for  the  better  execu- 
tion of  sundry  statutes  touching  Purveyors  and 
Cart-Takers.'  On  the  2nd  r^ing  of  which 
by  the  Lords,  it  was  committed ;  but,  on  a 
'  motion  of  the  lord  treasurer,  it  was  agreed,  by 
that  house,  *'  That  the  Judges  and  the  king's 
learned  council,  who  were  ordered  to  attend 
the  committee,  should  consider  before-hand  of 
the  said  bill  of  Purveyors,  for  the  better  infor- 
mation of  their  lordships  at  the  meeting  of  the 
committee"  April  10th,  the  abp.  of  Canter- 
bury Imported  from  thence,  that  the  Attorney 
General  had  made  it  appear  to  tlie  Committee, 
that  the  bill  was  very  defective  and  inconve- 
nient ;  whereupon  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  no 
farther  therein. — But  we  find  that  the  Com- 
mons were  not  willing  to  let  the  matter  drop 
so  easily ;  for  before  the  session  was  ended, 
they  had  prepared  a  new  bill,  to  tlie  same 
purpose  as  the  former,  which  passed  their 
iiouse,  and  was  sent  up  to  tlie  Lords.  Upon 
this  a  long  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  Squest^m 
being  put,  Whether  the  said  second  bill  might, 
by  order  of  the  house,  be  admitted,  the  tbr- 
mer  having  been  rejected  f  It  was  carried  in 
the  negative;  and  a  memorandum  was  entcr- 
icd,  by  order  of  the  Lords,  s^  a  general  direc- 
tion for  the  future. 

Proceedings  on  the  Suppli/J]  February 
10th.  The  business  of  a  Supply  was  moved 
for  in  the  Commons,  by  sir  Thomas  Ridge- 
way;  the  broken  hints  of  whose  speech,  in 
their  Journals,  may  be  thus  connected.  "  He 
dwelt  upon  the  blessings  they  enjoyed  und^r 
the  present  govt.;  and' yet  the  king  had  been 
at  great  charge  to  sustain  it :  for,  .though  we 
have  'pacem  octernam  et  internam;'  yet.the 
funeral  of  the  late  queen,  the  entrance  of  his 
present  maj.  into  this  kingdom,  with  that  of  tlie 
queen  and  prince,  all  at  different  times ;  the  en- 
tertainment of  foreign  ambassadors;  the  mass 
of  treasure  which  hsS  been  exhausted  in  Irc- 
Jand;  her  raai.'s  lying-in;  the  great  charge  of 
the  household ;  with  tlie  lai^esses  or  rewards, 
which  had  been  bestowed  on  particular  per- 
sons, of  both  nations,  had  jdq^  ixapoveri&hed 


fulness  for  his  truth  and  justice.    That  ths 

freedom  of  the  gift  ought  to  be  equal  to  t\m 

greatness  of  the  givers ;  and  that  it  should  Up 

speedy  and  chcarful.     Lastly,  his  motion  mas 

for.  two  Subsidies  and  four  15ths;'two  of  which 

were  to  be  paid  at  Easter,  and  a  Sabsidy  at 

Michaelmas.     Mr.  Bond  began  with  enumc* 

rating  the  many  benefits  they  reaped  by  iak 

maj.'s  reign.     That  of  a  weak,  feeble  and 

breathless  state,  it  ivas  become  the  most  opi^ 

lent,  ^rich    and    mighty   empire    of  any  ia 

Christendpm.    That  we  owed  *  animam  deifii^ 

corpiis^  regi,'  who  was  <  non  Subsidium  tantum 

sed  Praesidium,'  in  time  of  peace.    That  they 

ought  to  fill  the  king's  coflFers  first,  And  makie 

him  *  fidus  depositoriiis.'     Sir  Wra.  Strowd^ 

sir  Hen.  Poole,  and  sir  Nath.  Ifiacon,  spote 

for  a  Supply ;  the  last  urged  that  some  cons^ 

derations  oi^ht  to  be  had  in  tlie  15ths;  fewer 

of  these  and  more  Subsidies  granted,  bccauss 

Subsidies  were  less  in  value  than  formerly. 

Sir  Fra.  Hastmgs  said,  *<  That  they  ought  tQ 

offer  love  for  love.     Therefore  he  was' for  two 

Subsidies  and  four  15Uis.    *  Amor  civimn  re(;i 

incxpughabile  crmnimentarh.'    That  peace  was 

not  hereditary^  and  we-ought  tcr  pro  vide  before*. 

hand:    The  strength  t)f  tlie  king's  hands  was 

the  hearts  of  his  people.    *  Ad  omnem  evcts- 

turn,*  to  give ;  and  that  *-qui  cito  dat,  bisdat? 

There  are  morfe  short  hints  of 'ai^uments  use4 

for  granting  a  Supply,  by-*scvenai  othei?  naen^ 

hers;  in  which  tliere  were  only  twoi,  mtQeck 

Moore,  and  sir  Edwin  Sandys,  that  were/  idt 

moderating  the  first  proposal.    The  foi-mer 

said,  '*  That  *  citra  et  ufera/  there  were  bounifs 

in  all  things:  '  Mahis' miles  oui  imperatorem 

suum  geraens  se^tur."     Tlie  other,  ar^ed 

this  adage,  **  largire  dc  te,  fill  f  give  of  your 

own,  son^;  the  poverty  of  the  land  otight  r*^ 

be  considered,  and  as  much  eased  as  may  be.^ 

Upon  tlic  whole  a  ^rand  Committee  was  re»- 

solved  on,  and  appointed  to  consider  of  a  bill 

for  a  Supply,  and  whiBther  it  shoald  be  idk 

two  Subsidies  and  four  l^s,  or  not. 

Feb.  11.    The  Speaker  informed  the  lioose^ 

♦  The  different  sumsof  these  expellees  «rc  thi» 
given  us  in  the  Commons'  Journals,,  viz.  the 
late  queen's  debts,  400,0001. ;  the  king,  queen; 
And  prince'«  entrance,  lO^OOOl. ;  the  late  queen's 
funeral,  30,0)001.;  coronatioa  of  the  king  anil 
queen,  S0,d00l.;  gifts  to  ambassadors^  ^a, 
40.0001.;  expetfces-in  Itdl^ul  ^  &>^ryeaa, 
per  annym,  S5(^000l    .  - '  . 
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^  Th9^h9kmiht&a$mthrt0th%}cia^mkm  [  iletib««tely  considered  of  the  Couunons  Mes«- 


pM  kia  diai  he  iiad  bem  made  acqa«inted 
>lvich  the  mooecding  of  Uie  bouse  ia  segutl  to 
thie  S«pptj;  And  ukesiimire  jo^r  in  the  mao- 
•er,  twm  if  the  vmlae  of  lea  times  as  much 
Ittd  imilen  uoto  .him  by,  any  other  accident. 
Thai  the  king  had  three  causes  for  his  accept 
jiDce  of  it.  1.  Because  it  is  dooe  out  of  love, 
•ad  without  demaitd.  2.  For  the  concurrence 
in  speech,  and  votes  amoq^t  them:  '  ia 
eodeiB  aensu  ;*  alike  tbanks  lor  both.  A  dis- 
•1^  to  the  oppoMtes.  3.  For,  that  it  was 
done  in  a  more  speedy  manner  than  ever 
Im-etofoore. .  That  bib  would  chaj^  and  diaage 
ihe  property  «f  his  ewn  estate ;  aad  would  ex- 
ftoae  his  peraen  to  danger  for  tlieir  good, 
l^hat  no  man  vras  more  sensible^ it, either  in 
that  bouse  or  ^  the  oommonwealth;  and, 
lastly,  desired  that  a  coaimittee  mi^Kt  be 
samed  ba  make  detaaads  and  prGypantions." 
fiat  of  more  of  this  in  the  sequel. 

The  JKmg't'' Mesiogc  rfltding  to  JhH$e$  U 
SatoommunktUiem.]  Some  Iilibclesiastica)  Affairs 
happened  in  this  session  deserving  our  notice. 
April  1,  the  ubp.  of  Cantenbury  acquainted 
the  iiOiiU,  **  That  his  mi^.  had^ven  him  di- 
rection to  let  them  undenftand  he  was  informed 
#f  great  Abases  ooncefniog  ^KOoamMinication, , 
granted  by  Ecclesiastical  Otilioers,  v«ry  often 
vpon  triviai  matters.  And  though  contempts 
feneraily,  of  groat  or  less  quality,  be  punish- 
able by  the  laws  of  the  veakn,  accorang  to 
ahttf  several  natures;  yet,  considering  Excom- 
jnuaicadon  is  the  greatest  censure  that  can  be 
fjvan,  his  m^).  holds  the  same  unfit  to  be 
«sed  but  in  great  matters.  Therefore,  altliough 
lus  maj.  do£  ^iesire  that  llie  said  jurisdictaoa 
acclesiastical  may  be  maioyuuned  aad  uphold- 
^  in  all  respects,  as  is  .fit;  yet,  to  remedy 
ibis  inconvemence,  it  was  his  ra^.'s  desire 
that  a  bill  might  be  framed  for  that  purpose." 
The  House  immediately  ordered  that  some  of 
the  judges,  and  learned  civilians,  should  at- 
eeod  tl^  abp.  to  consider  of  a  project  for 
lirawmg  a  bill  coneeruiug  the  eaid  matter  of 
£xcommuniOatioQ. 

2We  CoMmoits  ftrmou  a  farther  RefwrmAtiom 
in  £eck$ia$tkMl  JilaUen!]  ApHl  5.  A  mes- 
•age  was  sent  from  the  Casamoas  to  the  I/>rds, 
to  desire  a.oaafereiice  with  them  touching 
Ecdesiftstiqil  Matters.  The  Answer  was, 
**  That  although  the  lords  wove  willing  to 
^r^ji  tju^  request,  yet,  for  that  their  {M-opo- 
aitioh  was  Tcty  general,  thiiy  'desired  to  know 
Hit  partibuki^  of  it,  that  they  might  be  the 
l^ktter  ifrttpDi^  fof  the  confeittnce."  On 
#iich  the  Conid^of^  oeMj^ed.  Answer,  <'  That 
jhe  CaOsea  wbMc«\  ih^  <Wjir^,  Conference 
w^ere  ibtir,  vis.  V  The  ^Ijencjjag  iif.  Siinisters. 
4,  The  Maltidicity  of  Scclesia8ticit)i  CoAMnis^ 
lioos.  '6,  The  Maiiners  o^Citatiohs,'  Ajgid*  ^^ 
ThePoiNt  of  Bxcnmmniiication/'.  I^^eupon,  a 
great  debate  amii>gAwhet:^jtl;ie»^ukl  agr^ 
eb  such  a  canfcrmMpe,  or.  not  ?.  The  Jftiri^^f  r»- 
aohition  theeein  i^as.defeiTi^tiU  theii^xt  day«' 
^  April  8th«  Ao.A^nierwas  aent  t6  tnoX^om-' 
monsy  importing,  *^  Th^  thp  Uitda^  baying 


sage  about  a  conference  on  the  four  Ecclesi- 
astical points  tliey  sent  them,  Imd  agreed  to 
the  same  and  appointed  a  committee  accord- 
ingly.'* Answer  was  immediately  returned 
from  the  Lower  House,  '*  That  they  gave 
most  heartv  thanks  to  their  lordships,  for 
havine,  mtk  such  alacrity^  signified  th^  con* 
sent  for  this  conference ;  and  that  they  would 
most  readily  jom  witli  them,  and  impart  the 

Sievances  occurring  in  these  Ecclesiastical 
otten.  Bat  tliat  they  cannot  give  a  meet- 
ing, either  of  this  day  or  the  next ;  because 
they  had  i^;>pointed  other  special  busiucss  on 
those  days,  for  his  mm.'s  service,  which  was 
to  ^o  upon  the  bill  of  Subsidy,  and  a  Call  of 
their  House.  Whereupon  the  l4th  of  April 
was  appointed  for  that  purpose." 

The  same  day  that  the  former  Resolutioii 
was  taken,  the  Lord  Chancellor  deUvered  a 
message  from  the  king  to  this  e0ect ;  <'  Tha( 
his  ma),  having  received  knowledge  of  the 
discreet  and  respcctfol  proceedings  of  thei^ 
loidshipSt  coaceming  the  conference  required 
by  the  oUier  house,'  tpuching  Matters  £ccleai% 
aAloal,  had  commanded  him  to  signify  to  then^ 
his  most  gracious  acceptance  of  the  same. 
With  thanks  and  aoknowledgmcnt  of  his  Uyve 
and  good  will,  to  all  the  lords  in  general,  for 
their  regard  to  hb  Prerogative.  And  thereia^ 
as  well  those  who  were  wiUing  to  yield  to  the 
conforencc,  as  those  that  were  against  it« 
For  tliat  his  maj.  did  observe  on  either  port^ 
arguments  of  equal  love  and  duty  towardshia^ 
for  the  preservation  of  the  said  Prerogative; 
of  which  he  would  ewer  retain  a  grateful 
remembrance."' 

The  business  of  the  Conforence  betivaca 
both  houses  was  now  proceeded  in.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  17th  of  April,  the  aim.  acquaint- 
ed the  house  that  several  bps.  had  been  chosen 
to  manage  that  conference;  of  whom,  1^ 
Touchii^  the  Silencing  of  Ministers,  was  to  bo 
f^ken  to  by  himself.  2.  Concerning  the 
Multiplicity  of  Commissions,  by  the  bisbc^of 
Wincneste'r  and  Exeter.  3.  loacbiiK  Citaf^ 
tions,  by  the  bishops  of  Bath  and  Welto,  Car- 
lisle and  Ely.  4^  And  Excommunication,  bj 
tlie  bishops  of  St.  David*s  and  Hereford.  Li- 
berty was  also  reserved  for  tlie  abp..  to  spea^ 
to  any  points  as  hb  thought  fit,  as  well  at  te 
that  allotted  to  liim.  Whereupoa„  the  iiouse 
came  to  a  Rcsoiution  that  some  answer  should 
be  mode  to  the  Commons  as  that  day,  but  it 
was  not  intended  or  expected  that  they  should 
be  informed  whether  the  Lords  vovld  }m^ 
or  not  join  in  a  Petition  with  the  Lower  House; 
bat  only  tfiat  the  bps.  should  tneak  to  the  lunc 
points,  and  leave  the  other,  of  Petition,  to  ba 
determmed  by  the  whole  boose,  with  reserve^ 
still  of  repljr  to  any  of  the  pomtt  afocesaid^ 
We  are  left  m  tlie  daik  at  to  what  was  done  or 
^d  a^  these  Confeneaoes^  which  weie  sev^al; 
oii^,  that  the  bps.  who  were  managers,  made 
tjieir'Report  to  the  hoase,  that  tbc^  had  da* 
bated  the  ibar  points;  aad  Ihe  whofe  rc«dt 
w^  tbff^  fk^hy^ym  hrwgb^ip  and  ptsaad  mo^ 
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affinmitiire.  The  ^petlier  'totdf  tke  botMe^ 
<*  lliat  his  ttttj.  bid  them  cull  to  mind,  tlmt  ia 
the  l&tc  queen's  time  many  great  aids  were 

g'v«m ;  aod  thot  she  was  never  driveii  to  hreak 
!r  word  but  once.  That  he  had  lately  seve* 
r«i  loans  freely  made  hhni  for  which  he  staadii 
engaged;  and  therefore  desired  thtt  the 
oionej  might  be  paid  in  such  thne  that  hii 
promise  may  be  kept."  On  this,  a  long  de» 
bate  eusuefl.  The  courtiers  argued  dmt  the 
king's  Debts  were  to  the  value  of  500,0001.  « 
pressing  debt;  and  that  the  whole  sum  oi 
their  former  gift  amounted  to  no  more  than 
400,0001.  That  the  first  payments  of  the  SoIh 
sidics  ought  to  be  quick,  in  order  to  ansmrer 
the  necessities  of  the  state.  *  Necessarium 
beneficium,  lente  datum,  simile  est  pani  lapi- 
dbflo.'  Not  to  lose  the  thanks  of  their  gift  bj 
the  difference  of  a  few  months  in  tlie  payment. 
That  3  or  400  horse  cost  maintaining  as  muclr 
as  three  or  four  Subsidies  come  to ;  recJtonin^ 
each  horse  SOl.  and  each  horseman  40s.  With 
more  to  the  same  purpose.  The  ai^uments 
used  a^inst  granting  so  much  were  but  few ; 
one  said.  There  was  never  an  example  of  two 
Subsidies  in  time  of  peace.  To  which  it  was 
answered,  That  these  were  Subsidies  of  wlir, 
for  the  late  Queen's  Debts  were  for  war; 
therefore  what  was  granted  now  was  for  war.' 
Upon  the  whole,  the  lM>use  divided  on  the 
times  of  payment,  ana  it  was  carried  by  121 
against  119,  for  the  first  three  payments  to  ba 
made  in  two  years. 

The  Speaker*s  Speech  and  Kins^s  Antwtp  om 
oretenting  the  Subsu/j/^Biin  May  27.  Th« 
king  came  to  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  aftier- 
noon,  when  the  Speaker  of  the  Commons,  at- 
tended -hv  that  whole  house,  came  up  to  the 
bar;  ancf.^n  presenting  the  Money-Bills,  be 
made  a  speech  to  the  king  to  this  eflect;  for 
there  arc  onW  these  short  items  of  it  to  be 
found  in  the  Journals.  First,  *«  he  bestowed 
great  praises  and  commendations  on  liis  m^. 
with  thafiks  to  God  for  the  happiness  the  state 
enjoyed  by  giving  them  so  gracious  a  king. 
He  also  returned  thanks  to  his  maj.  for  all  his 
gracious  benefits,  and  particularly  for  his  last  * 
act  for  a  free  and  general  pardon.  Withal 
makiiw^  his  humble  request  to  die  king,  tlmt 
he  would  be  pleased  to  give  his  royal  assent  to 
the  acts  ready  for  that  purpose.  Also,  that  he 
would  pardon  them,  and  himself,  in  any  thinr 
they  had  unwillingly  and  unwittingly  offended.'^ 
The  King  made  Answer  himself,  by  some 
short  compliments  on  their  proceedings  in  this 
session ;  and  said,  "  He  haa  no  exceptions  to 
any  of  the  bills  but  one.  And,  as  a  special 
mark  of  grace  and  favour,  would  pass  them  ail, 
tboQgh  it  was  a  matter,  in  former  times,  verr 
timisual  to  do  it.  Only  he  gave  them  admoni-* 
tion  about  one  act,  for  a  lUsstitodon  in  bl^od 
of  one  Rowland  .Merrick ;  that  thet  never 
should  proceed  in  pari,  with  any  such  like  act 
of  resdttttion,  tiH  the  same  was  first  swned  by 
the  king,  and  that  Uien  it  ought  to  b(%in  in 
Ifae  Hi^er  Housse;  of  which  his  mty.^  desired  , 
thtsi  to  make  a  tft«iiiociaL--^i^«r  t^,  tbeionl 


•  law,  touching  a  Bestraint  of  £x<;emmom- 
cations  in  Ecclesiastical  Courts.  This  had 
Wen  proposed  by  the  abp.  of  Canterbury 
to  the  Lords,  at  the  king's  desire^  as  before 
taken  notice  of:  but  as  to  the  other  three 
points  of  Reformation,  on  which  the  Com^ 
moos  had  desired  a  Conference,  nothing  was 
done  about  them. 

April  12tlu  A  bill  for  granting  of  three  en-s 
tire  Subsidies  ami  six  15ths,  was  read  a  first 
time  by  the  Commons,  it  laid  a  good  while 
after  this;  and,  in  the  moan  time,  all  manner 
of  Grievances  was  dihgenily  sought  for  to  be 
first  redressed ;  insomuch  that  the  king  said, 

*  ll^ey  had  sent  an  oves  through  the  nation  to 
find  them.'  On  ihe  third  reading,  May  9th,  a 
debate  arose,  begun  by  sir  Anthony  Cope, 
Whether  ttie  list  of  Grievances  ouj^t  not  to 
be  first  read?  And  a  capitulation  wHh  the  l^ng 
about  them.  A  special  order  was  also  entered, 
Hiat  the  Subsidy-bill  should  not  go  up  till  the 
Grievances  were  ready  to  be  presented  to  the 
king.  Much  dispute,  say  the  Joamals,  was, 
whether  a  Question  should  be  made  fbr  the 
reading  of  the  Subsidy-bili;  but  thought  to  be 
withdut  pnrcedent,  and  »  very  tender  f|ucs« 
tton;  therefore  fbrbom ;  and,  the  house  being 
at  last  satbfied  in  respect  to  the  prior  order, 
the  bin  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed^  On 
the  15th,  it  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords  by  mr. 
secretary  Herbert,  attended  by  every  member 
of  the  house,  not  one  man  left' but  the  Speak- 
er, derk,  and  serjeant.  A  thins,  adds  tlie 
Journal,  never  seen  before.  The  bill  was 
nuickly  dispatched  in  the  Lords,  being  passed 
were,  as  is  before  mentioned,  in  two  days. 

The  Union  remmed.]  The  business  of  the 
Union  betwixt  the  two  kinedoms  was  again  re- 
snmed  in  this  session.  The  Lords,  by  their 
committee,  had  several  conferences  with  the 
Commons  about  it.  It  was  first  of  all  debated 
father  it  should  be  defbrrcd  till  next  session. 
At  last  a  biU  was  framed  and  brought  in,  iuti- 
tled,  ^  an  Act  declaratory,  explaining  a  branch 
of  an  Act  made  in  the  first  session  of  this  pari, 
called,  ^  an  Act  fbr  certain  commissioners  of 
die  realm  of  England  to  treat  with  the  com- 
missioners of  Scotland,  (nr  the  weal  of  both 
kingdoms;*  which  passed  both  houses,  but  to 
as  httle  purpose  as  the  former.  There  were 
above  100  bills  brought  into  both  houses. 

Debate  on  the  Snbtidi/.]  May  15.  A  biU 
vrassent  up  from  the  Commons  mr  a  Grant  of 
three  entire  Subsidies  and  six  15ths  from  iLe 
Temporalty ;  at  the  same  time  was  returned 
as  passed,  another  biU  tor  a  confirmation  of 
four  Subsidies  of  4s.  in  the  pound  fttnn  the 
Clergy.  The  former  bill  passed  the  Loids  in 
two  days ;  but  mo^'ed  very  heavily  through  the 
CommoDs.  The  reader  may  call  to  mind  the 
first  proposal  was  only  for  two  Subsidies  and 
four  IStbs;  but,  on  the  <5th  of  Mkrch,  the 
Speaker  (after  delivering  a  Message  from  the 
King^  howkin4l7  he  took  that  oBer,  looking 
imotk  it  as  a  great  argnment  of  their  love  to 
|iitn)  ttade  a  motion.  Whether  any  more 
afaoolid  bi  givfaf  Mil  it  way  mahtdiatb^ 
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chanoellor,  hj  commaiMi,  iii^aDot)icr  short 
jtpeccb,  proroj^uod  tliis  pari,  to  the  18th  Nov. 
tullowiog, 

Nov.  18.  The  parliament  met  again;  no- 
thing material  happening  to  tlic  State  iu  the 
interval.  The  session  wua  opened  hy  a  Speech 
tirotn  the  King,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Jour- 
iials  of  tlie  Commons,  being  tlius  introduced : 
•r-"  After  some  Speech  u^ed  by  th$  lord  clian- 
ccUor,  toucliing  tlic  king's  presence,  at  that 
time,  being  not  usual: — the  Manner  of  tlie 
Luaii  expected  to  be  repaid : — ^thc  Matter  of 
Grievances  presented  by  the  Commons  in  the 
proceeding  session  of  pari. :  his  highness  began 
to  »}e^k  to  this  effect :'' 

The  King*s  Speech  /on  opening  the  Session,] 
**  A  Jove  principium :  about  this  time  12  mouth 
verc  we,  that  be  now  liere  assembied,  assem- 
bled also  in  this  place,  to  give  thanks  unto  God 
:^r  the  great  deliverance,  not  of  myself,  but  of 
you  all,  and  of  all  the  body  of  the  state,  from 
that  treason,  which  was  most  terribly  intended 
^diost  us  all;  for  which  we  are  bound  for  ever 
to  be  thankful  to  God."  And  then  proceeded, 
luxd  said  :  **  That  all  propositions,  made  in  pari. 
"were  made  in  two  sorts ;  either  by  the  king  to 
hi»  subjects,  or  by  the  subjects  to  the  king. 
That  in  the  last  sessions  were  propositions  of 
l&oth  sorts ;  both  concerning  Matters  of  Goveni- 
went  of  the  Commuuweaith  proceeding  from 
tJke  King,  and  Matters  of  Grievance  of  tlie 
Coinmonweultli,  which  proceeded  from  the  sub- 
jects :  and  that  liimsclf  would  not  be  accounted 
one  of  those  kin ^,  that  would  prefer  any  pro- 
positions of  his  own  before  the  peoples  just 
coniplahits ;  nor  one  of  those,  tliat  would  not 
reform  any  ancient  grievances,  beture  he  would 
propose  any  new  consultations.  For  the  Griev- 
ances tliemselves,  he  said,  they  were  collected 
\h-ith  more. industry,  than  lawful  or  dutiful  dili- 
gence ;  jet  the  fonn,  wherein  they  were  pen- 
aed  and  wherewith  they  were  presented,  was 
so  full  of  discretion  and  moderation,  that  ho 
was  loth  his  answer  should  smell  of  the  spirit 
of  iloboam. — But  for  the  Matters  of  Grievance, 
^hey  were  such,  as,  if  they  were  unlawful,  ought 
•  to  be,  reformed ;  or,  if  they  were  lawful,  and 
jet  unlawfully  used,  and  abused  in  execution, 
the  abuse  was  to  bo  reformed;  or,  it' they  were 
dimbtful  in  law,  were  dt  to  be  referred  to  trial 
and  judgment:  which  order  and  distinction  be 
had  observed  in  all  his  Am^wers  and  Resolu- 
tions to  every  one  of  tlie  several  Grievances. 
\V hereupon  he  observed,  that  it  was  not  con- 
venient for  a  pari,  to  present  any,  but  ap- 
parent, publick,  and  just  causes  of  gnef ;  ttiough 
bis  own  nature  and  tnind  were  ever  prepared 
to  relieve  an^  private  complaint  of  any  private 
ipa4^  that  might  appear  to  be  just. — But  there 
i$  in  pari,  (as  there  is  in  all  multitudes)  diver- 
sities of  spirits,  as  there  was  amongst  the  very 
apostle^  themselves;  and  that  tome  of  them 
were  more  popubr,  than  protitablc^  either  for 
;hat  council,  or  for  the  commonwealth ;  and 
^hat  tli^e^wcre  some  Tribunes  of  die  people, 
wlio&e  mouths  could  not  be  sapped,  ejthqr 
frptp  the  matfers^£ihe:Furitun|,  or-pf  the.^ur* 


veyance.  But  for  liimsclf^  he  would  never 
make  a  separation  oi'  the  Peoples  Will  and  the 
Will  of  the  King,  and  asfoV  them,  that  would 
I  make  any  scbure '  or  rupture,  eitlicr  of  the 
Churcb,  or  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  therein 
were  such  schisinaticks,  he  ever  esteemed  scht&- 
muticks  and  iiereticks  su^ect  to  tlie  same 
curse. — But  for  his  part,  he  .wondered,  how 
the  Grievance  of  die  purveyance  should  extend 
so  far  as  die  Borders ;  and  professed,  that  all 
Ins  study  and  care  had  conUnually  been,  to 
abolish  this  Grievance  of  Purveyance.  Then 
he  said,  he  would  make  ^one  admonition  unto 
tlie  Lower  House ;  viz.  That  they  ought  to  en» 
ter  into  a  double  con:»ideradon  of  themselves : 
one,  as  they  were  subjects  iu  general ;  another, 
as  they  were  specially  called  to  be  councellors 
of  the  kingdom ;  and  that  the  thought  of  the 
one  must  not  make  them  forget  the  consider* 
ation  of  die  other.  That  the  pari,  was  not  so 
per^ietual,  but  that  tliey,  bciiijg  subjects,  were 
subject  to  an  account,  as  kings  diemsclves 
were ;  who,  thougli  diey  be  exempt  from  any 
censure,  or  correcdon,  upon  the  earth,  vet, 
after  die  expii-adou  of  their,  reigns  and  their 
lives  must  yield  au  account  to  the  c^rrnal  King; 
and  dici*cfore  admonished  diem,  to  beware^ 
that  tliey  were  not  like  Icarus,  the  ^on  of  Dae- 
dalus; diat  soared  so  near,  the  sun  with  hi» 
wings  of  wax,  that,  his  wa^  melted,  and  Im 
^vings  failed,  and  down  he  fell ;  and  dierefore 
he  would  conclude, '^with  Neptune  in  Virgil, 
'  Sed  motos  pn^stat  componerc  fluctus  ;*  and 
wished,  that  they  would  know  him,  and  observe 
him ;  and  if  that  any  such  plebeian  tribunes 
should  incur  miy  oflence,  or  commit  any  such 
error,  tliey  would  correct  diem  for  it;  and  jndge 
di^niselves  (as  St.  Paul  saith)  diat  they  be  not 
judged ;  and  diat  the  whole  body  receive  nots 
wound  by  one  ill  member  dicreof. — But  the 
greatest  and  weighdcst  matter  of  all  is  this  mat* 
ter  of  the  Union ;  wherein  (he  said)  the  good- 
ness of  the  matter  must  supply  Ins  want  of 
premeditation ;  for  .that,  which  tie  should  sagr, 
inuat  proceed  out  of  sume  iuspinidon  because 
he  had  so  small  a  time  of  respiration,  to  consi- 
der it ;  but  that  gold  did  not  need  to  be  euilded^ 
nor  preciuu.^  stones  any  ornament.  He  pur- 
pos4Ml  no  moj:e,  but  to  represent  an  idea  ot  the 
inception  mid  perfecdon  of  all  he  required  in 
this  Matter  of  Union ;  wherein  he  would  firtt 
answer  all  Objections,  that,  by  men  of  humo- 
rous or  malicious  minds,  were  opposed  against 
diis  Union :  2ndlv,  he  would  shew  the  Modve 
of  his  Desire :  Sr«ily,  the  principal  Heads  of  his 
Desire:  and  lasdy,  the  End  and  EiTect,  the 
fruit  aud  benefit  of  this  Union. — The  first  Ob- 
jecdon  is,  Xhat  there  is  no  necessity  of  an  Union 
and  that  therefore  iti&  but  supcriluous:  where* 
unto  he  answered,  i^id  confessed,  there  is  dq 
necessity  to  make  an  Union,  hr  it  is  already 
made;  but  to  knit  and  bind  it,  that  it  do  tioc 
break  into  fhms  anj  into  cracju^ Jis  a  contract 
is  necessary  unto.mmriag^z^aiid  that  this  Uqjoa 
was  -necessary,  not  ^  ad  esse,'  but  *  ad'hopft 
essa,^*  90t  to^the  .very  essence,^  but  the  '£^ 
f;o«t|gl{^u^f^9(  t^  union  /^d  mnrla^  ^£J^^ 
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those  kingdoms ;  lehcreofi  the-  creation,  or  coo* 
•Utodou  was  ODC  now  .required,  but  rather  a 
deelacation  and  coniipiatioQ.  The  52nd  O^ 
jection  is  a  scornful  ob^ciion ;-  that  it  is  not  so 
richy,or  so.  wealciiy,  ox  »o  potent  a  kingdom; 
but  that  the  -people  are<  mure  impotent,  aud 
more  poor :  wjierennto  (thougli  it  were  such 
an  objection,  as  w«re  more  tit  to  be  auswered 
'  fostibus  quam  rationibusy  he  would  answer 
jthein,  that  it  was  nociiis  purpose  to  deprive 
England  o£  it's  laws,  nor  of  ^^oods,  nor  of  lands ; 
but  to  lay  Scotliind  subject  to  the  laws ;  and 
that,  if  they  ^v^re ;  deterudned,  that  the  poor 
people  of  England  ;<>i'  ^he  poor  or  barren  coun- 
tries of  England,  should  b6  no  part  of  England ; 
then  perhaps  there  were  some  cause  he  should 
be  better  content,  that  Scotland  should  stand 
still  divided  and  di^itinguished  from  England : 
but  if  Wales  were  admitted  to  be  paircol  of  Eng- 
land ;  if  the  Borderis,which  are  now  naturally  the 
middle  part  of  the  land  ;  if  all  the  barren  parts 
of  England  wsx^  received  as  parcels  thereof; 
he  knew  no  -cause,  why  Scotland,  which  was 
not  so  barren  or  poor,  as  some  ^jarts-  of  them, 
should  not  as  well  be  admitted  to  an  Union 
with  England;  and  il'  the  greatness  of  England 
oe  so  great,  what  decrease,  ca^  ,i(  sustain  liy 
such  a  participation  i  or  .i(  jScotlaiud  be  poor, 
what  other  cause  is  cJirac^  tber^i',  but  the 
want  v^'  thk  .Union  and  ,partic.^tioU  wi^ 
£uglaf)d  ?  ^\n4  when  was  tJ are  ev^v  an)h  king, 
.or  kingdom^  to  wlmm  this  principle  of  *  um- 
|)Iiauda  dominia'  wa^  not  accepuvblji>  and  ho- 
nourable ?  But  some  (said  he,)  are  so>nspic^>u8, 
that  they  dare  not  trust  tl»e  presjent  times,  nor; 
the  preseint.  king,  with  (hi^  Union ;  than  this 
Jcing  is  ^  pactial^kiug  :  b^^^iad  his  birth-  there ; 
rducatiou  there ;  hU  his  acquaintance,  familia- 
rity, and  conversation,  during  the  first  pmt  of 
liis  ;igc„  hiitii  been  there ;  and  therefore  it 
cannot  hc^  but  there  mu^t  be  partiality  in  this 
king :  wlverein  (he  sdid)  he  would  pardon  them 
the  double  vvroivg  they  did  both  to  hi|n  and 
themselves.  For  himself,  he  did  protess,  that 
so  miraculous  an  appUuiseu  as  lie  received  by 
the  general  voice  of  all  tins  nation,  at  his.iirst 
.entrance,  had, prevailed  as  much,  and  had  as 
{;rcat  a  part  of  iiis  heart,  as  the  place  of  his 
birth  ;  and  that,  as  education  was  ^  :dtcra  im- 
^ra/  so  his  residence  and  coui^uance  here 
was  '  altera  cducatio ;'  and  that  there  was  no 
reason  to .  suspect,  that  cither  any.  erection  of 
that  nation,  OP  any  supprci>sion  of  this,  should 
be  endangered  bv  tbU  Union;  therefore,  *  qui 
habet  aures,  audiat;'  let  them  that  have  ears, 
hoar,  and  know,  tliat  there  can  no  servitude 
nor  diminution^  but  au(2;mentaUoa  and  free- 
doin,bebrought.by.thls Union  to  tliis nation.— <- 
Por  the  Motive  of  his  pesire,  he. acknowledged 
his  atfection  to  Scothmd,  wherein  he  had  his 
Ibirth  and  edu<:ationy  and  wherein  ho  led  the 
.£rst  part  of  lus  age ;  and  if  he  should  be  uq- 
dtljankful  to  that  kingdom,  wherein  he  had  spent 
.the  tlrst  part,  what  mi^ht  tliey  expect  of  him 
in  .tliis  kingdom,  wherem  he  should  sp^^  the 
jiejcpiid  and  last  part  of  his  age:  and  that  tlvere- 
^rc  Jie  did  so  equally  esteem  these  twp  king- 
\qu  I, " 


dom9»  betwixi  %bifih^  y^  so  equally  divj^edy 
a^  two  brothers,  an^^f^r  tl^  had  equal  partes 
of  his  afibcticms;  and  :did  desire>  they  shoukl 
be  united  anid  ^ubjpcted  both  to  ono  rule  mni 
to  one  law.  His  ^od  motive  was»  that  ^e 
knew  himself  to  be  mor\al,^as  otlier  men  arcj^ 
and  tiiat  after  him  thqre  could  never  be  any  su 
equally  and  so  amply  afi'ectcd  to  them  both. 
His  3rd  Motive  .was  Uiis,  that  if  this  proposi-* 
tion  should  be  disappointed  of  its  due  success, 
behkg  known,  as  it  was,  sopublickly  to  so  many 
natioBs,  and  the  eye  of  all  the  world  in  expec* 
tation  of  the  event;  if  it  failed^  it  would  b^ 
imputed  eitlier  to  his  folly  to  propose  it,  or  to 
the  obstinacy  of*his  people,  not  to  approve  it« 
For  the  three  Heads  of  his  Desire,  he  protested, 
he  wished  liimself  no  longer  alive,  bv)t  dead^ 
if  his  desires  were  not  directed  to  the  ooinmon- 
wealth  of  both  kingdoms ;  ^which  might  appear 
to  all  such,  as  did  kindly  and  n^urally  exa- 
mine and  try  the  reasons  of  his  desire,  aiul  did* 
not  prefer  the  fear  of  future  apprehensions  be- 
fore present  trutlis:  and  hisVlesire  was  no 
more,  but  of  the  same  eficct,  which  of  himself 
he  had  power  to  accomplish^  without  the  pari.; 
not  that,  they  should  perform  it,  but  that  they 
sbpuld  concur,  with  bvA  to  the  perfection  of  it. 
— For  the  three  Head^^  they  were  but.jtheset 
the  IM,  fi^i^r.n^an  ^vd^uld  .acknowledge,  that 
tJi0*c  was  «ow  no  <^ause  of  hosuhtv  orivari 
ajjwd  therefore  no.cau^  b^t  that  i all  ^  laws  and 
ordinances  of -hostility  might  be  ei^nguished. 
fThat&id  was  tW  whicK  every  .nian  must  ac- 
kuowdei^ge  to  be  commodious,  and  that  which 
fivU  imtions  in  amity  and  peace,  though  ibreigny 
«ud  sul^cQt  to  several  dominions,  did  Admit 
and  embrace,  freedom  of  copomerce  aud  traf- 
ficjv.  The  &rd,  is  but  tliat  his  subjects  may  be 
adjudged  to  bo  his  subjects;  and  that  those 
that  were  born  his  subjects^  before  ho  was  king 
of  England,  may  have  this  benctit,  to  be 
esteemed  bis  subjects,  now  he  is  king :  and 
since  tliere  is  no  cause  to  accomit  them  alieiis, 
but  because  they  were  born  under  bia  domi- 
nions, before  he  was  king  here ;  now  that  he 
is  king,  may  be  privileged,  S%  tho^e  that , arc 
born  under  him,  behjg  their  king.-  As  lor 
Scotland  itself  (wbereof  was  once  made  an 
objection)  it  is  content  to  embrace  this  Union. 
And  therefore  now  let  that,  which  hath  been 
sougl)t  so  much,  and  so  Jong,  and  so  often  by 
blood,  and  fire,  and  by  the  sword,  now  it  is 
bioughtand  wronglit  by  the  hand  of  God,  be 
enibraced ,  and  received,  witli  an  Hallelujah; 
and  let  jt  be  as  Waliis  wns>  and  as  all  the  Hep- 
tarchy was,  miited  t^  England,  as  tlte  principal; 
and. let  all  i^t  last  be  compounded  and  united 
into  one  kingdom.  „  And  since  the  crown  and 
the  sceiJitye,  justice,  and,  law,  and  all,  is  resident 
aMd  reposod  here ;  thpre  can  be  no  fear  to  thi9 
,4a):^on,  but;  that  they  shall  for  ever  continue 
CQaUuual  firiends,  and  shall  ever  acknowledge 
on^  Church  and  on  o^  King:  and  be  joined  iii  a 
perpetual  marriage,  for  the  peace  atul  prosper 
xi^y  of  both  nations^  and  for  the  honour  of  their 
kiiag.  And  so  con^udcd,  that  sitlicnce  Union 
was  the  very  etsence  Qf  divin^v,  and  the  sta^ 
32 
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of  «U  fCflMt;  *M  tl»  Wokl  of  tocrvkgib  tte 
BcrettlhoftonNMy  clie]i^et'c«0e<»f  IdtigdonB, 
im4  weJcilft  i^eMtaMB;  'tet  tft  mil  cmWaet  it, 
^ba  we  nwT  tU  en)oy  k.  AiMi  m  Che  last  am^ 
ftioa  m«d«  pfovisioB  of  -Um  stmle,  and  the  vtii^ 
AMM,  mndi  thejioliqr  of  thk  Idttgckiin ;  let  ens, 
ifeioo||li«te  liibo«r  ^fiMjhkratMdtroaMtsDmcy 
wond«  i6r  tbe  tmlplkiicfe  and  the  Union  -of 
Mth  KiittdofM,,  to  tke  glofybf  <^,  and  the 
hoMvrortboKmg." 

Ph^CMfojrs  on  tfteVmoity  1/h  JPumianee  4^ 
the  Sing^i  ipterk.]  The  Mmr  of  the  Uatota 
|»eing  thus  -warmly  pressed  by  die  king;  k 
WHS' pursued  with  (^reat  rigour  in  both  hm^cs, 
throughout  the  whole  of  ^issastfion.  llie  Lords 
began  wifb  itron  the  Qnd  day  of  rheirmeetinc; 
wi^n,  nn  Instrumefftt  tor  tbe  i^nion,  ready 
dravtii  ^,  by  tbe  Commissioners  of  both  Rm{«^ 
tfoitao,  wlis  produced  by  the  km!  elfat>eeHor, 
and  read  v  who,  nlso,  nioiHid  4iiat  tbe  i^aid  In- 
•Mrament  might  be  seat  down  to  tbe  otiier 
boose;  which  was  done  ticcoldingly ;  with  this 
Ille:«!Kgey  "  That  thesaid  Instrutnetit  h»l  been 
food 'ill  (Mr  hotise;  b«ft,  becottse  it  eoncemed 
both  bouses,  it  was 'sent  down  to  be  rend  there 
bi  like  taaiin^ ;  to  tbe^sod  that  tbey  might  be 
wteU'infbmied  of  tlfe  coMCencs  beSbrt  any  An^ 
tberproceiedings  were  Made.'' 

The  Commons  did  not  rcMiU  ^M  Aiiswier 
till  9  d>&yt  After;  wbeo  tbey  neoabioted  their 
loidships, "  That  tbe  Inatfumettt  Ibr  tbe  Union 
bad  been  i«*d,  also,  in  their  bonte,  aarfseveral 
ropies'tiUcen  of  it ;  fMd  tknt  tbay  now  rctomed 
k  bads  to  tbe  Lards  for  sncb  fbitber  proceed- 
4^  «3  tbey  sliould  think  tit.^  On  this  tbe 
limrds  sent  another  message  to  tbeas  importing 
iKTMe  eommendations  for  tbe  Conunoiis  perns- 
log  and  taking  copies  of  tbe  Said  Imtrament ; 
luid  destring  that  another  eonforenee  might  be 
lidhd  br  tbe  comndsionen  of  both  bouses.  Tbe 
Commons  having  returned  «  satisfoctory  An« 
twertothis  last  message,  the  Lords  chose  40 
of  their  body  for  a  commttfee,  who  were  ap- 
-pomted  to  meet  with  80  tA'  the  other  bonse, 
on  tbe  ^6tfa  of  Iftn.  to  treat  aboot  this  grnnd 
mnir. 

Nov.  91,  The  Instrmnent  for  tbe  Union  was 
Mud  in  tbe  Commoni^,  and  is  entered,  at  length, 
ito  tlieir  Joumab ;  but  is  too  tedious  to  be  ixs 
«ftdd.  And,  we  the  radier  omit  it,  becanse 
the  springs  and  motions  of  tiiis  grand  macbine 
mre  more  sucdnctly  described  tn  tbe  Lords 
Journals ;  which,  for  blevity^s  snke,  we  sbaN, 
;chi<%  follow,  in  the  pvoeeediugs  of  tbe  session. 

Two  dnys  nfter  the  first  conforence,  the 
Commons  sent  amessv^^e  to  the  Lords,  **Coni- 
tnendin^  the  honourable  USaeo  which  the  loffls 
«x>mmT9Hioners  had  given  to  Sieir  committeoat 
^be  conference.  TIrat  the  proposition  bad  been 
iwnsidefed  of  by  their  bouse;  and  since  dMiy 
lieM'thts  mntter  to  be  very  great  and  weighty, 
to  much,  as  to  concefn  the  con^onction  of  (wo 
kingdoms,  wbiehhad  beenlolig,  heretofore,  hi 
"enmity ;  tbry  mCended  to  settle  tie  cbspnie  in 
'4  Pomts,  which  they  took  to  be  tbe  sabetakioe 
of  the  Instrument  for  Ibe  Union.  These 
l>Mlitswere^  L  Hostile  laws,  t,  BordOrLaws. 


9.  Nittnytliwtion.  4.  OMtoefte.*-Tlie  #f«l- 
^o,  they  snid  were  mMtm  be^  itting  «belr 
lordships  knowledge,  '•nd  ^ roperer  for  thv 
higher  bouse  to  'dnoose;  bemg  ollaiis,  *moM 
especially,  of  policy  and  stafte.  Tbe  other  two 
they  will  take  Ofion  tbemsekes  to  manage,  wt 
things  apperfaimng  to  the  whole  bo^  of  tfa» 
rtnlro,  and  therefore  fitter  for  tbe  kmOr  boosb 
of  pm  liament. 

The  Answer  returned  by  tbe  Lords  to  t1ii# 
last  Message  of  the  Commcms,  on  tbe  49j 
t^k^Tf  was  to  this  efibct ;  **  That  thehr  LottH 
shi^  baring  considered  of  tbeir  Message,  tlid 
signify  to  that  bense,  tliat  tbey  tboogbt  the 
b^^nii^  and^ad'oftlieir  joint  committees,  in 
this  Union  allbir,  was  to  incolcnte  and  petfoet 
mi  uniform!^  in  consulttftiun  and  debate  m, 
their  conlerences  aboot  it,  and  which  occa* 
sinned  their  lordships  to  desire  a  meeting. 
But,  as  jet,  they  found  it  bad-produced  nothing 
but  a  M f^Moge ;  in  wbich,  as  their  lordships 
expectations  were  not  answered,  considerioig 
with  what  pfannness  and  freedom  tbey  had  pro* 
oeeded,  so  tbey  think  ic  improper  to-ivceifo 
nny  Frepositions  from  them,  heme  sodi  pointt 
were  jointly  ^settled  between  tbem  by  "whom 
tbey  were  to  be  handled.  For  1st,  tbej  saiil» 
etery  member  bad  ao'Cipiality  of 'Mieiest,  10 
e^ery  partscnlar,  rightly  considered  r  SMH^y  , 
tbeh*  lofdsbips  eoneeived  it  a  kind  of  dn»- 
natioii  in  capacity  of  tbe  lower  house,  to  thiric 
tbat  any  tteag  is  too  great  for  them,  mr  too  lit* 
tie  for  tbe  lordsT  «speeinHy,  in  wbat  concerns 
oreiy  member  of  etOier  kKmse,  in  Us  person,  in 
bis  Mood  and  fortune.  Nerertbeiess,  akboagb 
tbe  Lords  still  remain  disposed  as  bcfove,  botb 
for  lore  and  order,  to  desire  that  mntnal  satia- 
foetion  wbk^  coofomices  commoaly  w(»k  hi 
minds  well  afected;  yet,  if  tbe  Commoas,  upon 
oecond  thoughts,  do  still  miaifike  of  confwence, 
their  lordships,  to  lose  no  time,  ai^fttohred  to 
proceed  in  their  own  way  without  tbem,  and 
leave  tbe  Commons  to  follow  their  course  hj 
tbemsehree.''^^To  this  Messaee  the  Commons 
returned  an  Answer;  importmg,  **Tbat  tlM^ 
were  sorry  their  lordships  bad  mistaken  their 
meamng,  and  imagined  tbey  bad  refosed  con* 
forcnce,  or  had  a  purpose  or  lueaoiag  to  pre* 
scribe  and  limit  the  piocecdbigs  of  that  house. 
They  deshred  their  lordships  to  know,  that  they 
had  no  such  intention  t>r  either  dmiminttng the 
Kbeity  m  oapacitr  of  their  own  bouM,  or  wbat 
is  more,  the  dignity  of  the  house  of  kwds.  Bnt 
that  their  meaning  was  only,  to  ofllbrtfaat  mo- 
tion of  digesting  and  orderin|  of  tbe  4iHinCipal 
Pbinia^  as  tbey  conceived,  m  the  InstruHkent 
of  tbe  Umon;  that  their  tordstnps  ndght,  i* 
tbey  pleased,  undcrtnke  two  oftbem.  Bntnow^ 
that  theytmderatood  tWeb*  loHtiibips  nind,  by 
tbe  mst  BCesange,  tbey  desire  to*iet  otem  know^ 
tbnt  €hGj%n  wrflidg  to  enter  mto  cousraeratMA 
of  tbe  wbole^wdV  of  the  Instrument,  and  d*» 
bote  tbe  oevvrai  matters  therein  contained 
amongst  themselves,  that  iliey  ibdbt  lie  betted 
piepoied  foe  n  conference,  wmon  tbey  w3H 
thto-lye  TOady  to  attend ;  and d«sire  dwir  tord^ 
Tiu§%  iAmmim^t  "iMt  tbtm.*  ''.Answer  isiii 
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w)«r  pMicribedi,  Mid  toiig  ciMjr  wooU  PfCH 
oMd  lait,  M  tkty  tb«Bielr«t  wf<kd>  witli 
cxMdiooiu 

llieLoidk  west  next  upon  fegnlatiiig  thaU 
owa  ooMWMitet  ss  to  iMr  oMMianr  of  jptakiag 
iA  tho  debate  at  iIm  CoafiMaacc*  l1it>  r»> 
kixed  some  Rules  aad  Orders  used  iu  tiw 
liocise;  as  the  Older  fiw  ys4iai  but  onoe  to 
a  bfti,  at  oae  tiiae  of  reading,  Ito. ;  and  left  it 
epea  to  aay  loid  tasf>eak  and  deUier  bis  miiid 
«pon  aiiT  p4int  ae  oncp  as  lie  mm  oocauon. 
It  was  alie  agieed,  that  all  tbe  Jnyfeos,  or  sudi 
•t' theoi  as  arc  dail)!  present  in  the  aoose^  shall 
attend  the  Lofds  at  dteir  Coniereaoe,  from 
time  to  timSy  to  give  tboir  opbions  in  any 
point  of  law.  Tl^se  prelisninaries  bein^  set- 
tled, the  Conference  between  the  cowiauttees 
of  both  houses,  on  tbe  matter  of  Uatoo,  be^ 
gan ;  hot  no  dear  account  of  it  can  be  met 
with  in  the  Jonmols  of  either  Uoaso.  How* 
e^'er,  we  6ad  it  continued  till  Dec.  19tb,  when 
the  Lords  seat  a  Message  to  the  Commons, 
•igaiffing,  "  That  it  was  his  mof/s  pleasure, 
dmt  both  houses  should  a^youm  to  the  10th  of 
Teb.  ensttiac."  The  lord  chancellor  made  a 
abort  Speech  to  the  Lords,  <'  That  it  was  bis 
ma|.*s  express  command  to  all  the  I^rds,  to 
nppear  and  attend  duly  at  the  next  meating. 
And,  whereas  several  of  them  had  been  absent 
this  session,  by  Kceoce  from  his  mi^.  either  on 
account  of  sickness  or  business,  lus  moaning 
vas,  that  they  should  give  their  atteodauos  as 
noon  as  ever  their  Uusiness  was  dispatched,  or 
their  health  recovered." 

The  Journal  of  tho  Commons  ends  this  short 
ttssioa  in  this  maimer  i  <'  Die  Jovis  1ft  Do" 
eembris  IdOg,  Sir  John  Crook  and  mr.  dr. 
Hone  being  this  Message  from  the  Lords, 
That  hb  ma|.  considering  the  great  travel  of 
the  knightS)  dtizens,  and  burf;esse9,  commits 
tees  employed  in  matter  of  the  Union ;  and 
that  the  solemn  feast  of  CbristaOtf  approiuihr 
ing,  it  were  fit  that  tbe  gentlemen  repaired 
into  their  several  countries,  to  soUfie  them* 
selves^  comibrt  their  neighbours,  and  perform 
other  duties  in  their  several  places:  tltcrefore 
his  hishness  hatli  sigpuficd  his  pleasure  to  be, 
that  this  session  sbeuhl  be  adjoamed.  And 
because  this  business  might  be  no  hindrance 
to  the  comaum  jostioa  of  the  realm,  in  the 
tccm-time,  his  ms^S  tdeasupe  was  to  acyoum 
it  until  the  10th  of  Feh.  following,  being  within 
$  days  of  tbe  end  of  the  term."— *<  Upon  this 
Message  mr«  Speaker  acyonmed  the  Court  ao» 
cording  to  his  aiiy/s  SMd  pk»eui#*''»-Notac 
<'  A  Session  a^jonroed,  upon  n  mgHago  A^om 
the  Lords  signifying  Inn  tBa%*%  pl«asnra,*^-« 
Kota:  «'  Thn  intefmiaiM  nf  aiftoymmsg» 
(•till  continond  one  and  the  jann  sesdon)  wna 
one  whole  month  and  9ft  dnyt^'^ 
.  Feb.  10.  The  pari,  met  «gdM»  ind  the 
tame  ndmonitioafet  Hdct  affnr&ncia  wasgwen 
«»ihnlior^bythnchanodkMr«  m  hn  M  it 
inoemmandfiosathnking.  Onthe  lAdiytbn 
tofdsnsnt%mnwiiit»  A^CniMMMlBii^ 


Tbnt  thajr  had  entmd  intO 
consideration  of  those  things,  which  had  air 
rsady  passed  in  Confimnca,  ooncnming  tha 
Unkm.  That  the  two  pdnt^  relating  to  8f»- 
tile  Lnws  and  ConmMroe,  hmtm  b«en  hendled 
bnt  not  perfooiidr  That  the  3rd  point,  toodn 
ing  Natnralisnckin,  laonined  indMlfy  to  be 
tfOiited  of  1  which,  beiag  dene,  both  houses 
might  better  consider  what  ftirthsr  coune  may 
ha  taken  lor  t>aming  and  nnceedina'  ia  hills 
fit  for  thn  pnrposr.  And  tnevtlore  dm  Lords 
desire  a  naw  Conference  on  this  occ»ion.^ 
Aosapar  was  immediatdy  ratttmed  by  the 
Commons,  that  they  a^roHl  thereto;  hot,  as 
the  Point  of  Nator^hi&uion  was  not  yet  tonch* 
ai  open,  th^  were  not  xeady  to  treat  about 
it;  and  thendbre  desipe  the  Lords  to  givn 
them  farther  time.  On  the  9and  nf  Fob.  ihn 
Lorda  racdved  another  messaga  from  them, 
iaynrring,  ^*  That  they  wom  reedy  to  speak  to 
one  part  of  die  Point  nf  NatncnUsntian,  which 
was,  of  snch  of  tbe  Scotch  nation  as  had  been 
bom  since  his  mi^.  came  to  Ihn  crown.  Ao* 
cnrdingly,  Feb«  44tlv  was  appointed  bv  the 
Lords  to  begin  the  Conference,  and  m  tfa^ 
Judges  were  ordered  to  attend  it^ 

liafiuU  kitm^n  tkt  r«o  JEfenies  mucermm 
Ug  tkt  NdmraUvUian  itf  ik€  ^toUh^y^ 
On  the  €iat  da^r  of  tins  seonod  Coofemncey 
tbe  Judges  being  seqiiired  to  give  their  o^do^ 
conoenung  this  laatanentiQned  RDiot  of  Natu^ 
rdixation,  11  ont  of  t%  of  them  declared^ 
"  That  such  of  d^  Scotch,  as  have  been  (^ 
shall  be  bom  in  Scotland,  since  his  md/n 
coming  to  tbe  crown,  wore  not  Aliens;  bat 
are  inheritable  in  this  redm  by  the  law,  as  i% 
now  stands  in  force,  as  n^ve  English.''  Se^ 
vend  Reports  were  made  in  the  L^rds,  con« 
ceming  this  Conference,  and  divers  Metsagen 
sent  iMtmreen  the  two  hoosea  d>oat  it;  but. 
none  of  them  of  any  great  signi&patiAn,  untii 
March  S,  when  a  Message  was  sent  fisom  tho 
Commons,  in  writing,  ^in  answer  to  one  thn 
Lords  had  seat  the  day  before^  in  tbe  same 
manner,  to  prevent  mistakes;  iinporttu«^ 
'^  That  whereas  the  Message  from  their  Lord^ 
ships  was  for  a  further  oonference  fa  Notu^ 
ralizotioA  in  general;  the  ComnuMia  under* 
standing  it  to  mean  Naturalixation  of  tho 
'  ante^uati'  and  '  post^ati/  and  of  the  convex 
nieucy  of  it,  with  such  limitations  and  ren 
straints  as  nught  be  fit  for  both;  thny  will  en% 
ter  into  consideratiou  of  it  hi  snch.  sopse  aft 
they  conceive  it,  and  will  prepare  themselves 
for  gonforence  as  soon  as  possible.''  To  this 
the  Lords  instant^  replied,  <<  That  theu^  Mes* 
sane  to  tbn  Comoaolit  was  to  oanf er  on  Nauu 
nlnation  in  irneral(  of  which,  what  nsposis 
tioa  or  iaterpreiatioQ  tho^f  simll  make,  thii 
Loffdi  do  leave  tathnirown.pidgmeQt  and  oon* 
^nias.  That  their  lordships  am  readjr  now  tft 
onnfor  with  Ihem  on  the  gancml  Point;  nod 
«ilhnl»  the  Lords  do  luovn  thM  and  eacpeot 
that  tfeCMmntwmbe  eapaditWns  in  thn 
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another  Mofcsage  to  the  Lrtrd^,  the  day  ftfter 
the  imst  iiu>ncioncd,  to  this  effect :  *^That  they 
hud  cncered  into  conftidcratjon  of  the  .Lords 
Kepiy  to  their  li*st  Answer;  and  do  porreive 
t\ua  the  constiiietiOa  tfnd  nnderbtanding  of  the 
ineteage  is  loft  to  tJitir  own  judemem?. 
Wlicrein, '  if  their  lonlshipt  are  to  treat  again 
of  the  poir-4iati,  in  wbatsfjrt  thoy  stand  in  law, 
^fie  inessen<;er  (sir  Edw.  Hobby)  said,  he  was 
comiiiandod  to  tell  thorn,  that  they  all  kn«w 
rlie  Commons  opitiion  and  indinatmn  in  that 
Point;  and,  since  that  time,  they  had  not 
•een,  heard,  nor  underBiood  auy  thing,  to  tlie 
contrary,  ttiae  ini^ht  seem  to  make  tliern  altor 
their  opinion.  If,  of  the  unte«nati  and  Conve- 
niem^  of  iVatoralization,  they  hold  it  to  be  a 
matter  of  tfat4  ;  and'so  it  is  litter  to  have  a 
beginning  in  tho  Upper  House,  wlio  are  better 
acquainted '  uith  tho^e  afiaini.  Yet,  notwrth- 
standin^,  if  tho  Lords  were  dibposed  to  deal 
freely  with  ihem,  give  lijtht  and  lay  open  them^ 
schn^j  and  make  known  in  what  sort  they 
jnean  to  proceed,  they  will  he  ready  to  attend 
die  bcrx  ice."  The  Coinoions  me&sfnger»  were 
ordered  to  withdraw ;  and  shoriiv  after  tho 
Lords  returned  an  Answer,  by  messeiu^ers  of 
*hcir  own,  to  this  import.  "  Tliiit'  as  the 
fttreagth  of  lioth  houses  consisted  in  nothing 
more,  than  tte  preservation  oi'  tlie  ri^ht  and 
privilege  j'lsily  and  properly  belongwg  to 
either;  «o,  in  that  respect,  the  Lords  are  very 
teadcr  in  Miffering  any  tiiinp  to  pass  unan- 
awcred  whereof  there  may  arise  the  least  mis- 
andcrstandinc.  Therefore,  although  some 
words,  delivered  by  the  gentleman  appointed 
to  speak  for  itic lower  house,  j;ave  some  offence; 
yet  all  their  lordsliips  did  conceive  they 
were  only  a  liipsut  linffuo!  in  his  own  person, 
'to  which  any  man  may  be  subject :  but,  being 
spoken  at  that  time,  and  by  a  person  qualifled 
as  their  mouth,  the  Lords  did  not  think  it  safe 
^ir  them  to  conceal  it  from  the  Commons ; 
Hor  if  it  had  been  otherwise  taken  than  the 
gentleman's  private  action,  they  must  have 
used  that  freedom  which  is  necessary  from  one 
fnend  to  another,  in  telling  them  that  they 
will  never  acknowledge  any  man,  that  sitteth 
in  the  lower  house,  to  have  the  right  and  title 
of  a  baron  of  pari.  Though  some  private  gen- 
tlemen, that  sit  as  burgesses  for  Cinque-Ports  ; 
may  have  such  an  appellation  where  they  re- 
side ;  no  more  could  they  adn)lt  the  term  of 
the  Commons  Court  of  Parhament ;  because 
their  whole  honsc,  without  the  Lrjrds,  can 
make  uo  court  of  judicature.  But  now,  4s  to 
the  matter  itself,  having  said  enough  of  the 
mistake,  die  Lords  added  they  were  very  sorry 
to  find  so  much  reserxation  towanJs  those  that 
meaut  to  use  so  much  freedom;  their  lord- 
ships being  so  well  persuaded  of  the  Commons 
good  afFt^tions.  to  die  general  caose  as  they 
wefc ;  and  aie  willing  still  to  offer  confierence, 
in  genend  terms,  even  on  that  pardcular  tide 
4[>f  ^^turalization.  Therefore^  they  thought 
fit  for  the  present,  once  'again  to  declare  thus 
jnticb  tfittto  thera,  thut  diey  have  not  had 
ittbPOQtt  tIttOBselves  ao^i  pairiTiulir  ildiitjiir 


tion,  either  in  point  ^  Urn  m  convcmcncjr, 
about  this  Naturtdning  Aflair;  becauM  tbey 
did  intend  tx)  meet  the  Commons,  free  firoa 
any  obligation  by  any  voice  o*  opinido,  upoa 
any  single  branch  of  it,  before  tb^.  had  in 
loine  measure  (?ortlerred  ofthe  w4iofe;  aecord- 
inc*w>  ?he4irst  instinitioii  of  the  Confcrenoev 
as  being  the  only  way  to  come  to  a  good  and 
speedy  end.  And,  as  their  meiseoger  us«l  a 
phrase  of  their  resoliition  to  attend  the  service, 
die  l^rds  def  lared  mim  there,  that  they  uii- 
derhtand  that  expression,  as  a  prourise  to  con- 
fer as  well  as  to  hear  t^hat  may  be  said  of  the 
matter  ;  lest,  when  die  I^rds  expect  a  confer- 
ence, an -audience  only  maybe  offered.  In 
which  conrei*ence  there  can  be  ho  ditbcuky, 
seeing  they  come  to  debate  and  argue  withoat 
conclnsifin;  and  no  man*s  thought  can  be  so 
grertt  a  stranger  as  not  to  debate  the  matter, 
in  some  det^ree  or  other.  To  which  intent, 
their  lordships  would  be  ready  to  meet  the 
Commons,  if  thoy  so  Hkc  it,  at  the  usual  place, 
on  the  7th  of  ftlarch,  at  2  in  the  afternoon." 

It  may  be  supposed  the  Commons  sent  a 
more  compKing  Answer  to  this  last  Mes^e 
of  the  Lords,  (though  there  is  nothing  entered 
in  the  Journals  of  March  5th  bat  diis,  viz. 
**  j\Ies5ui;e  from  the  Li>wcr  House  by  Mr. 
Martin  and  others:")  fpr  the  Conference  did 
begin  on  the  7lh,  as  the  Lords  desired.  It  was 
agreed  at  this  meeting,  by  the  w  hole,  that,  to 
prevent  concision,  the  number  of  the  commit- 
tee of  each  house  should  be  lessened  from  40 
Lords  to  20,  and  from  80  Commoners  to  40. 
Accordinsjiy,  we  find  tlmt  tjie  Ltjrds  reduced 
theirs  10  tlie  abp.  of  Canterbury  and  6  otlicr 
bps.  the  lord  chancellor  and  lord  treasurer,  5 
earl",  and  (j  barons.  These  sub-committees,  it 
was  supposed,  were  likely  to  bring  matters 
sooner  to  a  conclusion  than  the  larger;  but  it 
did  not  answer  the  intendon.  Tor,  though 
they  had  several  meetings,  on  many  different 
,  days,  yet  nothitig  was  done  that  tended  any 
way  towards  an  agreement.  On  the  contrary, 
we' find  dmt,  on  the  27th  of  March,  the  Lords 
sent  another  complaining  Message  to  tlie  Com- 
mons, importing,  *'  That  d)cir  Committee  bed 
strangely  prevaricated  with  them;  tor  that 
though  their  lordships  came  with  foil  powsr 
and  purpose  to  deliver  their  opinions  openly, 
yet  die  unexpected  reservation  of  the  Codi- 
mons  in  hearing  and  not  speaking  to  the  mat- 
ter, had  taken  away  the  life  of  the  intended 
conference :  especially  considering  that,  in- 
stead of  a  free  and  open  debate  between  tbcm, 
their  lordships  had  met  with  such  a  distinctioQ, 
as  did  in  effect  dose  up  all  and  cross  direcdy 
the  purpose  tor  which  diey  were  sent.  And 
yet,  out  of  their  desire  diat  the  work  may  not 
softer  interruption,  by  any  mistaking?  or  too 
exact  formalities ;  the  whole  bouse,  upon  the 
Report  of  their  Committee  to  them,  have  re- 
solved to  maketbb  further  Proposition :  Tint 
if  the  Cetnmons  would  send  aCommiuee,  au- 
thorised both  to  lieaar  their  Propositions  and 
Reasonsvfor  some  difference  between  the  post* 
lUui  «tod  tft»  aote-Dttti^  iti  ppiotof  coQraMH»7 
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OBly,«wkhout  ceg^rd  to  any  thkig  that  hath  or 
ma/  be  said  in  poitu  oi*  l«kw ;  aiid,  to  debate 
thereupon,  by  way  of  argument  only^  a&  their 
deputies  should  6ud  occasion,  without  coii« 
eluding  them  or  binding  tlie  Commons  by  any 
thing  ^oken  at  that  time:  why  then,  t^ie 
Lords  said,  to  requite  sucl^  free  a^id  ingenuous 
manner  of  conierence,  wliich  they  had  e\er 
desired,  they  were  ready  to  m^et  tiie  other 
committee  again;  and  open  themselves,  by 
way  of  Proposition  and  Argument,  in  all  those 
Pomts  left  untreated  of."  Answer,  "  That 
the.  Commons  would  .send  one,  by  some  of 
their  own  house,  as  soon  as  conveniently  they 
may." 

But  we  cannot  find  tliat  any  Answer  was 
ever  sent  fix^m  the  Commons  to  tlie  Lords,  on 
tins  last  Message,  nor  did  the  committees  nicQt 
Vgain  to  confer  on  this  matter.     However,  the 
Coramous  did  not  wholly  slight  this  grand  attuir; 
but,  in  order  to  give  some  satisfaction   to  the 
^ing,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  passed  that 
bouse,  intituled,  *  an  act  for  tiie  utter  Aboli- 
Uon  of  aU  Memory  of  Jllostility,  aud  tlie  De- 
pendants thereof  between  England  and  Scot- 
land, and  for  tlie  repressing  tne  occasion  of 
Dibcords  and  Disorders  for  the  time  to  come.' 
This  Bill  was  sent  up  to  the  .Lprds  on  the  6th 
of  June;  it  was  read  in  that  house  a  2ud  time, 
^d  cominjtted  on  the  8th:  the  next  day  the 
said  committee  reported,    "  That   they  had 
gcme  through  the  bill ;  but  finding  some  causes 
qf  doubt  in  it,  which  they  desired  to  be  clear- 
ed,   they    moved,    that    another  conference 
might  be  had,  by  committees  of  both  houses, 
t|ua  atternoon."    Answer   returned,  "  Tliat 
the  Commons  will  attend  ^heir  lordships,   to 
the  number  of  100  of  their  house.'*    This  se- 
cond conference  was  more  effectual  than  the 
ibrmer.    Some    additions    and    amendments 
were  added,  by  consent  of  both  houses,  to  the 
bill :  June  the  30th  it  was  passed  by  the  Lords, 
9nd  tliis  act  stands  tlie  nrst  in  our  Statute- 
Books  amongst  tiic  piinted  statutes  of  this 
year. 

.  Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Point  qf  Ka- 
tMralization.]    We   have  now   gone   through 
(lie  proceedings  of  the  pari,  on  this  affair  of 
the  Union,  in  what  the  Journals  of  the  L)rds 
will  instruct  us  about  it.     But  the  Journals  of 
the  Commons  are  much  more  circumstantial 
in  the  debates  of  their  members  on  this  grand 
urticle,  which  we  shall  draw  out  as  coucisely 
as  the  nature  of  the  tiling  will  admit.    Besides 
inserting  the  Instrument  at  full  length,  agreed 
on,  signed,  and  scaled  by  30  English,  and  28 
Scottish  commissioners,  certain  Notes  or  Me- 
morandums were  read,  containing  the  ground- 
work of  their  proceedings  in  tliis  afBur  in  the 
last  session.    These  we  shail  omit,  and  con- 
tent ourselves  with  giving  the  substance  of 
6fu:h  particular  member's  arguments  for  and 
against  this  great  question. 
•  Feb.  14th.     Mr.  Fuller  ^t  bcjjan  the  dis- 
pute against  a  ^neral  Naturalization ;  he  ar- 
gued, *'  That  God  had  made  people  fit  for 
miexy  county;  ^^le  for  ^  cqld^  some  for  a 


hot  climate ;  and  those  several  countries  he 
hath' adapted  to  their  several  natures  and  qua- 
lities.   All  grounds  arc  not  lit  for  one  kind  of 
grain:  but  some  for  oats,  some  for  wheat,  &c. 
Suppose  (^nie  man  is  owner  of  two  pastures, 
with  one  hedge  to  divide  them;  the  one.  pas^ 
ture  bare,  the  other  fertile  and  good.     A  wise 
owner  will  not  quite  pull  down  the  hedge,  but 
make  gates  to  let  tlic  cattle  in  and  out  at  plea* 
sure;  otl)erwi!^e  they  will  nish  in  in  multitudes, 
and  much  against  their  will  return.     Titat  tli« 
Union  was  no  niore  than  as  two  anns  of  ono 
body.     But  before  they  be  admitted,  it  is  pro- 
per to  c-ousidcr  what  place  and  room  we  iiave 
for  them.     Look  into  tlie  Universities,  ther» 
you  will  find  many  of  our  own,  very  worthy 
m<?n,  not  preferred.     In  London,  see  what  tbo 
bill  of  Inmates  doth  provide  for;  and  remem- 
ber what  wtis  opened  to  the  house  on  the  read« 
ing  of   that    bill.     Amongst   the   merchant^ 
though  they  labour,  toil,  aud  provide  all  they  . 
can,  yet  they  have  hatl  no  fruits,  no  success 
tlicse  3  years.     Our  Knglibh  merchants  advea*' 
ture ;  they  go  to  sea  with  great  vessels,  freiglit- 
ed  at  a  great  charge;  the  other   with  little 
vessels  at  a  small  cliarge.     The  Scotch  curry 
their  wares  in  other  countries  up  tuid  down  iu 
packs;  and  by  these  means  have  taken  away 
all  the  trade  from  Dieppe  already.    Our  trad- 
ers are  too  many  alrenoy,  and  there  are  impo- 
sitions upon  the  English  from  which  the  Scotch 
are  discharged.     The  navy  of  Gotland  is  so 
weak,  as  to  he  in  misencordiam  to  every  mean 
force.     He  added,  that  tlie  care  of  a  sovei'eigu 
prince  is,  that  his  subjects  live  under  him,  *  ho-  ' 
nest^^  tut^,  pacific^,  et  jucundo.'    That  coun- 
try is  miserable,  where  the  great  men  are  ex- 
ceeding rich,  the  poor  men  exceeding  poor; 
and  no  mean,  no  projHjriioii,  between  both^ 
Tenants  of  two  manors;  whereof  tlie  one  hath 
woods,  fisheries,  liberties,  comuion  of  estovers, 
&c.     The  other  a  bare  common,  without  pro- 
fit; only  a  httle  turf,  or  the  like.     The  owner 
maketh  a  grant,  that  the  tenants  of  this  shall 
be  participants  of  the  profits,  &c  of  the  for- 
mer.    Tins  beareth  some  shew  of  equity,  but 
is  plain  wrong,  and  tlie  grant  void.     I'he  king 
cannot  make  a  single  village  in  one,  to  be  par- 
cel of.  another  county.     He  cannot  make  a 
parcel  of  one  kingdom  parcel  of  another,   be- 
ing distinct  kingdoms.     Law  is  the  happiitess 
of  our  govt.    Conmiissions  are  of  absolute 
power,   and  occasion  absolute    wrong.     Tlie 
king  ci^n  do  what  he  may  do  by  his  legal  pow- 
er.    In  the  13th  of  Hen.  I V^  an  office  of  mea- 
suring dotli  was  granted,  witli  a  fee  imposed ; 
b}it  it  was  ^und  unjust,  and  adjudged  void. 
So  it  was  in  sir  E<|w.  Darcey's  Case,  for  seal- 
ing of  cards.    The    kind's  oatli,  by  Magna 
Charta,  is  not  to  aqt  against  law.    A  Protec- 
tion granted  by  the  king  for  3  years  was  not 
good ;  for  one  he  may.    If  king  Philip  of  Spain 
bad  had  a  son  by  queen  Mary,  he  would  have 
been  king  of  Spam,  Sicily,  &c.  was  it  proper  to 
naturalize  those  subjects?     It  caimot  be  good 
to  mjngle  twq  swarms  of  bees  under  one  hire 
on  the  sudden.     When  the  Jews  were  iu  cap- 
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fkity,  and  were  moTed  to  mirth  mnd'sing  song»y 
iliej  couW  not  forvet  JeruMtem;  *Ijct  Aeir 
litflit  band  forget  meir  left,  &c.'  And  when 
JU>raham  and  Lot  were  brethren,  AbrBhwn 
Mid,  <  Go  tbou  to  tho  riijhc  hand,  and  I  wtU 
go  to  the  Itk,  lee/  So  tbej  divided,  and  ei>- 
Cber  took  that  part  which  wa»  fittest  for  him.'' 

This  speech  was  followed  hj  Mr.  Wentworih 
and  Mr.  Moor^;  the  main  points  of  whof«  ar- 
gomeots  were,  That  En^id  and  Scotland 
tvero.  *■  una  et  alia  respublica;'  Scotland,  *  idi- 
#im  re«publica/  Thejr  acknowledge  no  ctowDi 
mo  king,  no  sovereisnty  bat  Scotland;  we 
aoae  bat  that  of  England.  No  akemtioo  be* 
ing  made  by  the  king's  coming^  hither.  Re- 
ttembered,  that  the  ktng  said  in  a  speech,  re- 
j^oned  from  him  to  the  house,  this  session, 
^  1  would  be  loth  to  lire  to  see  the  king  of 
Seotland  do  wrong  to  the  king  of  Engtaad." 
The  king  is  seized,  *  in  jore  corona,  Seothe,  et 
hi  iare  coronee,  AngYiae.'  If  there  be  two  re- 
filltiesy  how  one  kingship?  Ireland  was  sob- 
dned  by  conquest  by  Hen.  II.  and  they  have 
erer  since  been  natural  born  subjects.  If  we 
^Mnk  the  law  to  be  one  way,  not  to  declare  it 
soother.  Lastly,  if  we  naturalise  tliem,  it  b 
necessary  to  have  many  cautions;  cautions  for 
eoelesiastical  promotions;  cautions  for  our 
lands  and  for  our  trades.  All  thet^e  to  be  well 
considered  of  by  a  committee.  On  the  other 
tide, 

^ir  TrmncU  Bacony  Solicitor  Grcncral,  spoke 
ae  fbtlo#9  :♦  •*  It  may  please  you,  nir.  Speaker, 
{ivefaee  I  will  utie  none,  but  put  myself  upon 
jour  good  opinion,  to  which  I  nave  been  accus- 
tomed beyond  my  deservings;  neither  will  I 
Imld  you  m  suspence  what  way  I  will  choose, 
but  DOW  at  the  first  declare  myself,  that  I  mean 
t»  counsel  the  house  to  naturalize  this  nation : 
wherein,  nevertheless,  I  have  a  reque^  to  make 
unto  jou,  which  is  of  more  efficacy  to  the  pur- 
pose I  have  in  hand  than  all  tliat  I  shall  sav 
fifberwards.  .\nd  it  is  the  same  request  which 
'  I>eniosthcncs  did  more  than  once,  in  great 
causes  of  estate,  make  to  the  people  of  Athens, 
thac  when  they  took  into  their  hands  the  balls, 
wlioreby  to  give  tlieir  voices,  according  as  the 
manner  of  them  was,  they  would  raise  their 
tkouehts,  and  lay  aside  those  considerations 
which  their  private  vocations  and  degrees  might 
inin&ter  and  reprc<ient  unto  thmn,  and  would 
take  upon  them  cogitations  and  minds  agree- 
able to  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  estate. 
For,  mr.  Speaker,  as  it  was  aptly  and  sharply 
paid  by  Alexander  to  Pannenio',  when  upon 
their  recital  of  the  great  ofl^  which  Darius 
made,  Parmenio  said  unto  him,  *  I  would  ac- 
cept these  ofibrs,  were  I  as  Alexander:'  he 
turned  it  upon  him  a^in,  <  So  would  I  (saich 
he)  were  1  as  Parmenio/  So  in  this  cause,  if 
an  honest  En^U&h  merchant,  I  &o  not  singfe 
oat  that  state  m  disgrace,  f>r  this  island  ever 
held  it  honourable,  bnt  only  for  an  instance  of 
a  private  profession,  if  nn  English  merchant, 


*  See  Bacon's  W^rks,  7(4.  HI.   p.  ftOv 
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sfaottWsay,  <*SwiIy  I  wMhl  pracMd-nofrftbw 
in  the  uvi^  w«re  I  as  the  king;"  h  minht  km 
rtasenably  answared,  ^  Ko  mart  wow  dM 
king,  *'  were  he  m  an   Emjliih  motahtttr" 
And  the  like  awiy  be  said  of  a  yintlwnan  in 
the  country^  be  lie  never  so  woithy  or  m^&* 
cient;  or  of  a  lawyer,  be  he  never  so  wise  or 
learned ;  or  ef  wy  other  partioiiar  comftitiav 
of  men  in  this  kmgdom:  Ibr  certeinhF,  aar* 
Sneaker,  if  a  man  shall  be  onlv  or  chicd^  sen* 
sible  of  those  respects  whicK  bis  paracaiar 
vocatioQ  and  degree  shall  suggest  wd  ioSoam 
into   bis   brain,    and    not    enter  into    tram 
and  worthy  constderacious  ef  effaces,  he  shall 
never  be  able  aright  to  give  coonsel,  or  tnk» 
counsel  in  iIhs  matter.    ^  that  if  this  rs^ucsc 
be  granted,   I  aceonnt  the  oiuse  obtasned* 
ilot  to  proceed  to  the  matter  icsetf :  all  con* 
sultations  do  rest  apon  questions  comparaDae; 
for  when  a  qnesHea  is  '  de  vero,'  it  is  simple, 
for  there  is  hut  one  truth ;  bat  when  a-qucsUMt 
is '  de  bono,'  it  is  for  the  most  part  compasative; 
for  there  be  di^ring  degrees  of  good  and  evil, 
and  Uie  best  of  the  good  is  lo  he  preiMved  and^ 
chosen,  and  the  worst  of  th^  enl  b  to  be  de^ 
clined  atul  avoided;   and  tberefWc  in  qncs*- 
tions  of  this  nature  you  may  not  h^k  for  no* 
swer  proper  to  every  inconveaieQce  alMgcd; 
for  somewhat  that 'cannot  he  especially  an^ 
swered  may,  nevertheless,  be  encountered  ami 
over-weiglicd  by  matter  of  greatar  momenl, 
and  therefore  the  mutter  which  I  shall  sec  fbctfe 
unto  you  will  naturally  receive  the  dii^botkN^ 
of  tliree  parts.    First,  an  answer  to  these  i»> 
conveniences  which  have  been  alledged  te  e»* 
sue,  if  we  should  give  way  to  tliis  naiaraltiatien  ; 
which,  I  suppose,  you  will  nos  find  to  be  s% 
^eat  as  they  have  been  made;  but  that  much- 
dross  is  put  into  the  balance  to  help  to  aaak^ 
weight.    Secondly,  an  encounter  against  tlM; 
remainder  of  these  inconvemetiocs  which  omi* 
not  properly  he  answered,  by  much  greater  ii»*. 
conveniences,  which  we  shnH  incur  it  we  do  m>% 
proceed  to  this  natundixatiofl.    Thirdly^  an  eo* 
counter  likewise,  but  of  anotlier  nature,  that  i^ 
by  the  gain  and  benefit  which  we  shall  draw 
and  purchase  to  ourselves  by  proeeediiig  t» 
this^naturalncation.    And  yet,  te  avoid  coafe* 
sion,  which  ever  fbUoweth  upon  two  much-  ge^ 
nerality,  it  is  necessury  for  me^  belbre  1  pro-*' 
ceed  to  persuatiott,  to  use  some  dtstrihucioa  eC 
the  points  or  parts  of  neturaKsasiea,  which  €e»« 
tainty  can  be  no  better,  or  hene  other,^  thaa 
the  ancient  distinettoa  of  ^  jus  civitaus^  fu» 
snffragii  vel  trihus,  et  jus  petitionis  sive  henona:^ 
for  all  ability  and  capaeiby  is  either  of  Fb^*<i*» 
interest  of  *  meum  et  tuam,"  or  of  public  se^. 
▼ice;  and  the  public  oaasisMth  chie#y  Mntr 
in  voice,  or  in  office.    Now  it  b  the  fint  of* 
these^  mr.  Sneaker,  that  I  will  only  handle  at 
this  tfflie  ana  in  this  fhc^  and  refisr  the  ethev 
two  for  a  commiltee,  hccaose  they^  recede  meii» 
distinction  and  restrietion,    Toceme  tberete^ 
to  the  inconvenknees  aMedged  on  the  oiiber 
part,  the  ftrst  of  them  is,  that  thr»e  may  eocn*! 
of  this  natnralisatioa  a  sureharse  of  peopist. 
qpoithiereahooffingHiAd  wkicki^iapptitdl 
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persons  of  ^jualit^  about  his  ibi^'«  pefscn  hotm 
at  tikte  court,  and  io  London,  aod  some  oifacr 
inferior  Deraons,  that  have  a  depcackoce  upot 
them,  tiie  return  and  cepti6c«to,  if  sttoh  .« 
surv^  should  he  nmdc,  woald  >he  4if  a  aumlwr 
eKtremciy  small :  I  rcpoEt  ine  to  all  ^our  pm 
vate  (knowledges  of  the  plains  wh^n:«  ^rou  in^ 
habit.  Now^  mr.  Speaker,  as  I  said,  *  Si  ia 
ligno  virida  ita  /it,  quid  6et  in  arido?*  I'^m 
sure  there  will  be  no-morofluch  spriiv  itidki* 
But  you  will  tell  me  of  a  multitude  of  faaultes 
t)f  the  Seotish  nation  iu  l^lonia;  and  if  ^r 
mi^tiply  iu  a  country  ,90  far  o^,  bow  mam 
ntoire  ^re  at  hand?  For  that,  mr.  Sptakai^ 
y«u  v\viU  impute  it  of  necessity  to  some  opeciaft 
aceident  of  time  and  place  that  dcawtf  timii 
tliithei:  *.  for  ^ou  sec  pJainiy  befoi>e  yoor  ^ye^ 
iJbat  io  Gennany,  «^Jiich  is  Daudi  nearer,  41^ 
in  France,  ivhore  they  ace  invited  with  priiir 
leges,  and  with  this  very  pri^-^ega  of  oauiMitio 
Bation,  yet  no  Sikdx  nuaiber  can  .be  found  | 
60  as  it  catmot  either  be  nearness  of  place,  or 
privilef$e  of  persoii,  that  u  the  oaase.  B^ 
shall  I  leil  vou,  mr.  Spei^or,  mhat  I  ihiak? 
Of  all  the  places  in  the;  world,  ,near  or  far  oi^ 
tfacy  will  sever  take  that  oourse  of  life  in.tiiif 
kiaofdom,  which  they,  content  themaeli>e&  witli 
in  Poland ;  fur  we  see  it  to-  bo  the  oatuve  of 
idl  men  that  they  will  ratber  jdiscnvar  |M>vaiiy 
abroad^  iliau  at  home.  There  is  newer  a  g/n* 
tkman  tl»at  bath  over-roached  liimself  in  »ir> 
penee,  and  thereby  must  abate  hit  qouiiC*^ 
nancei,  bnt  be  will  rather  traivei,  and  do  j| 
abroad  than  at  home :  and  we  know  well  Ui^ 
have  good  high  stomacJis,  and  have  ever  ttoad 
m  rtanie  Unns  and  emulation  with  us :  and 
therefore  tiiey  wiLneiver  live  here,  axcept  thiqf 
can  Yvf^  ingood  fidshion.  So  as  I  assure  ypu^  * 
mr.  Speaker,  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  feat 
wbich  we  now  have  to  admit  tbea^  will  hav^ 
like  auccess  as  that  contention  had  betwteo 
the  oobility  and  people  of  Rome  for  the  ad* 
mittioi^  of  a  plebeiaa  consul ;  which  whilsC  it 
^as  in  passage  was  verv  vehement,  and  migh* 
til^  stood  upon,  and  when  tlie  people  had  ob* 
tatnod  it,  they  oevei'  made  any  plebeian  codsoI, 
not  in  six^  years  afVerc  and  so  will  this  be  liar 
many  years,  as  I  am  persuaded,  rather  a  mau 
ter  in  opinion  and  reputation,  than  in  use  or 
effect.  And  this  is  the  first  anawer  that  I  give 
te  this  main  incoovenienoe  pretended,  of  suiv>- 
charge  of  people.    The  second  answer  which  I 

g've  to  this  ol^ection,  is  this:  I  miist.hav* 
ave  to  doubt,  mr.  Speaker,  that  this  realm  of 
Eo^and  is  not  yet  peopled  ui  the  full;  for  oei>» 
lain  it  is,  that  the  territories  of  Franca,  Italy^ 
Flanders,  and  some  parts  of  Germany,  do  uk 
equal  space  of  groand  bear  and  contain  a  ^ 
greater  quantity  of  people,  if  they  were  ohmt 
tercd  by  the  poll;  neither  can  I  see,  that  that 
kingdom  is  so  mudh  inferior  unto  those  ^rei|^ 
parts  in  fruitfulness,  as  it  i<  in  popiUationi 
Much  makes  me  conceive  we  have  not  oar  fo4 
charge.  Besides,  I  do  see  manifestly  among* 
OS  the  .bodgtaand  tokens  rather  of  fcaroeDoti^ 
than  of  press  of  people^  a«  dcowned  ^rouadi^ 
conmMnSy  wastesi  and  the  like,  vhif;}i  is  .41 


already  to  hat^  the  fidl  dmi^and  content; 
Mid  Cbcncfoi^  there  cannot  be  an  admission  of 
tlie  adoptive  without  a  diaunution  of  the  Ibr- 
aim#fi  and  coiidifiotis  of  tiio^e  that  mre  native 
anhjeots  of  this  realm.  A  gmve  objectioa,aur« 
8p«Mcer,  and  dMritbl ;  forit  proceeds  not  of  any 
linkiaidnbss'totbcScotish  kmrion,  butof  natural 
Itetnoss  to  ourselves;  f(fr  that  answer  of  the 
^^iM,  'nefoftc^non  sufiidat  robis  et  fiobis,* 
{proceeded  not  oat  of  anyenvy  or  malign  hu* 
Aioar,  bat  out  of  ^roi^idenco,  rand  the  original 
charity  'Wbifh  begms  with  ourselves.  And  I 
toast  oofFfei^, 'mr.  Speaker,  that  las. the  .gentle- 
mnn  said,  m  l>en  Abnaham  and  -Lot,  in  tt-gard 
«f  the  greatness  of  ^a:ir  liimilies,  grew  pent 
and  straitened,  it  is  true,  that,  1  though  they 
wiere-brcrlj^en,  tliey  grew  'to  difierence,  and 
to  tktkie  words,  *  Vado  ta  -ad  dcxteram,  et  eao 
smI  siiristram,  &c.'  l^ut,  eertainly,  'I  shoidd 
tie%^  ha\^  brought  that  eiample  on  tliat  sidd; 
for  "we  gee  v»liat  'folkm'ed  of  it,  how  Hiat  this 
separation  <  ad  tlexteram  et  ad  sinistram' 
€«0sed  Che  iMMftihle  captivity  of  the  one  bro- 
tiier,  and  (he  dani|?erous,  though  peosperoos 
war  of  the  other,  mr  his  rascoe  and  seoovery. 
Bm  to  this  objt&etion,  mr.^pedker,  being  so 
w^ightT  and  so  prtneipal,  I  mean  Io  give  tm>ee 
B>ey#pa!  antfWbrs,  every  one  :of  them  being,  to 
my  understanding,  by  itself  sufficient.  The 
mt'is,  thttt'tfais  opinion  of 'the  number  of  tkie 
Scottish  nation,  that  •shoaid  be  likely  to  ^at 
therasehes  here  amongst  us,  will  be  £bdnd  to 
be  a  thing  rather  in  aoneoit  than  metent; 
t^Tf  mr.  Speaker,  ^ou  shall  find  those  jplausi- 
Me  shnttitudes,  ot  a  tree  thai  will  thme  the 
better  if  it  be  removed  into  the  more  fimitfal 
soil ;  and  of  slicep  or  cattle,  that  if  thef  fiod 
a  gap  or  passage  open  will  leave  the  oums 
bnrreh  pasture,  and  get  into  the  more  rich  and 
ttlendral,  to  be  hot  an;ansenes  marely  super* 
ictal,  and  to  hanie  no  sound  resemblance  with 
the  ^ansplanting  or  transferriag  of  iamilies ; 
for  the  ture,  we  know,  by  nature,  as  saon  as 
it  IS  set  in  the  better  ground,  can  fittten  xapoa 
it,  and  take  nutriment  from  it;  and  a  sheep, 
«s  soon  as  he  gets  into  the  better  pastare, 
what  should  let  him  to  gnoe  and  ted?  Bnt 
there  betongetb  moR,  I  take  it,  to  a  famUy  or 
paiticolar  person,  that  shall  remonre  from  one 
nation  to  another :  for  if,  mr.  Speaker,  they 
have  not  stock,  means,  acquamtance,  and 
custom,  babitationf  trades,  coontcnance,  and 
the  like,  I  hope  you  dottht  not  but  they  will 
starve  in  the  undst  of  the  rich  pasture,  and  arc 
1^  enough  Off  from  gratiqg  at  their  pleasure : 
smd  thenifbre  in  xhk  point,  which  is  conjee- 
taral,  expeiience  is  the  best  guide ;  for  the 
time  pi^  is  a  pattern  of  the  time  to  come. 
i  think  no  man  doabtoth,  mr.  Speaker,  but 
his  fedaj.'s  ^fst  cofninff  m  wss  the  j^4atest 
iptif^tide  fefe  4he  coatraence  and  entrance  of 
thatnation.  Ndw<I  would  hin  understand, 
in  these '4  years 4poe«,  and  in  thefulnoss  and 
atrentdi  i^'the  earrtnt  and  tide,  how  maoy 
ihmil^  <^  ^  Scotsmen  ane -planted  in  the 
^tes,  boroughs,  and  towns  of^this  kin^gdom; 
teldodtsmemlsel^  thatyflDOfs  dun  dome 
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*   plain  dcmoDstradon,  that  howsoerer  there  may 
be  an  over-sirelluig  throng  and  press  of  people 
liere  about  London,  which  is  most  in  our  eve, 
yet  the  body  of  the  kingdom  is  bat  thin  sown 
irith   people:   ami  wh<h?oerer  shall  compare 
tbe  ruins  and  decays  of  ancient  towns  in  this 
realm,  with  the  erections  and  angmentations 
•f  new,  cannot  but  judge  that  this  realm  liath 
^een  far  better  peopled  Ih  former  time*!;  it 
may  be,  in  the  heptarchy,  or  otherwise :  for 
generally  the  rule   holdeth,  the  smaller  the 
Mate,  the  greater  the  population,  *  pro  rata.' 
And  whether  tliis  be  true  «>r  no,  we  need  not 
•eek  fivther,  than  to  call  to  our  reroenkbrance 
bow  many  of  us  serve  here  in  this  place  for 
desolate  and  decayed  boroughs.    Again,  mr. 
Speaker,  whosoever  looketh  into  the  principles 
of  estate,  most  hold  that  it  is  the  nnediterrane 
countries  and  not  the  maritime,  which  need  to 
tear  surcharge  of  the  people ;  for  all  sea  pro- 
vinces, and  especially  islands,   hare  another 
element  l>eside8  the  earth  and  soil,  for  their 
iustcnf  ntion.    For  wimt  an  infinite  number  of 
people  are,  and  may  be,  su:jtained  by  Ashing, 
cari4age  by  bca,  and  merchandising  ?  Wherein 
fi^in  I  do  discover,  that  we  are  not  at  all 
Jiinclied  by  multitude  of  people;   for  if  we 
were,  it  were  not  possible  that  we  should  re- 
bnqaish  and  r^i^n  such  an  iiffinite  bendit'of 
fishing  to  the  Flcmings^as  it  is  well  known  we  do. 
-And  therefore  I  see,  that  we  have  wust^  by 
sea,  9s  well  as  by  land ;  which  still  is  an  in- 
laUrble  argumfent  that    our-  industry   is   not 
liwakened  to  seek  maifttenance  by  any  ovet 
lireat  preis  o^  clmrgc  of  people.    And  lastly! 
mr.  speaker,  there  was  neter  any  kineriom  Ml 
the  ages  of  the  world  had,  I  thmk>  so  Ikif 
•wl  happy*«  means  to  issue  and  discharge  th«» 
toultitude  «f  their  people,  if  it  were  too  grem; 
Us  tfcis  kingdmn  hath,  in  regard  of  that  de^xv 
liit^'and  wasted  kingdom  of  Ireland;  which 
betnjf  a  country  blessed  With  almost  aU  the 
dowries*  of  nature,  as  Virers,  havens,  wood?*, 
rfrtarries,  good  soil,   and   temperate  cHmaie, 
and  now  at  last  under  hi«»  mnj.  blessed   alMo 
with  obedient,  doth,  as  it  were,  continually 
call  unto  us  for  our  colonics  and  plantations. 
And  so  I  conclude  my  2d  answer  to  this  pre- 
tended inconvenience,  of  surcharge  of  people. 
The  3d  answer,  mr.  Speaker,  which  I  t^ive,  is 
this :  I  demand  what  is  the  wors.t  eftlct  tlmt 
can  follow  of  aurchnrpe  of  people?  ljyik  into 
•II  stories,  and  you  shall  mid  it  none  oflier 
than  some  lionoumble  war  for  the  enlaraeiTimt 
nf  Hjpir  borders,  which  fihd  them!>elvcs  pent, 
up«Hi  foreign  parts;  which  inconvefucrtte,  in  a 
valorous  arid  warfike  nation,  I  know  not  wlie- 
Wier  I  should  term  au' incoavenitnce  or  no; 
"ftr  the  saying  is  most  true,  tliOugU-  ia  another 
eense,   *  omne  solum  forri   paina/     It  was 
vpoken  indeed  of  the  putiencc  of  atr  exi^ed 
Inan,  but'k  i*  no  less  true  6f  the  valour  of  a 
««^artike  nation.    And  certaiiily;  tnr.  Speaker, 
I  hope  I  may  speak  it  witlwut  oifenct',  that  it' 
jwe  did  Itold  rturselves  worthy,  wh«nK»<rver  just 
rtHise  should  be  g4%  en*  <*ither  to  recdvei^our 
•ucicttl  ri;;ht8,  or  to  r^^^i^  our  la|e  svr^ags, 


or  to  attain  tbe  honour  of  our  anceston,   «ir 
to  enlarge  the  patrinumy  of  our  posterity,  w« 
should  never  in  this  manner  forget  eonttdecm^ 
tions  of  amplitude  and  greatneas,  and  fidi   at 
iiuiaoce  about  pro€t  &nd  reckonings;  fitter  » 
great  deal  for  private  perscMis  than  for  parlia- 
ments and  kingdoms.     And  thus,  mr.  Speaker, 
I  leave  this  first  objection  to  such  satisfaction 
as  yon  have  heard.    The  2d  objection  is,  that 
the  fondamental  laws  ot'  both  theae  kingdoma 
of  England  and  Scotland  are  yet -divers  and 
several ;  nay  more,  that  it  is  dedared  by  the 
instrument,  tliat  tltey  sludl  so  continue,  and 
that  there  is  no  intent  in  his  -maj.  to  make  in- 
novation in  them :  and  therefore  that  it  should 
nor  be  seasonable  to  proceed  to  this  utttundi- 
zatton,  whereby  to  endow  -them  with  our  rights 
and  prinleges,  except  they  should  likewise  re- 
ceive and  submit  themselves  to  our  laws ;  aad 
this  objection  likewise,  mr.  Speaker,  1  aUow  to 
be  a  weighty  ol>fection,  and  %vortiiy  to  be  .well 
answered  and  discussed.    The  answer  which  I 
shall  oier  is  this;  it  is  true,  for  my  own  part, 
mr.  Speaker,  that  I  wish  the  Scotti^  naboa 
governed  by  our  laws ;  for  .1  hold  our  laws 
with  some  reducement  worthy  to  govern,  and 
it  were  the  world :  but  this  is  that  which  I  aay, 
and  I  desire  therein  your  attention,  that^ac-' 
cording  to  true  reason  of  estate,  natucalna- 
tion  is  in  order  first  and  precedent  to  union  of 
laws ;  in  det^ree  u  less  matter  than  union  of 
laws  ;  and  in  nature  separable,  not  inscpara* 
ble  firom  union  of  laws;    for  uaturalizatiim 
doth  but  takb  out  the  marks  of  a  foreigner^ 
bat  union  of  laws  make  them  entirely  as  our* 
aelves.     Naturalisation  taketh  away  separa* 
tioa  ;  but  union *of  laws  doth  take  away  dis- 
tinction.   Do  we  not  sec,  mr.  Speaker,  tliat 
favrtbe  administration  of  the  world  under  the 
great  inowiipdi  ivod  himself^  t^at  bis  laws  are 
diverse;  one  law  inspirits,  another  in  bodies; 
one  law  in  regions  celestial,  another  in  cle* 
mentary;  and  yet  .the  creatures  ajw  all  one 
mass  or  himp,i  without  any  vacuum  or  separa- 
tiim  ?  Do  'we  not  likewise  see  in  the  state  of 
the.  chuiiA,  that  amongst  people   of  all  lan- 
gua;;cs  and  lineages  ther«  is  one  comwuoioQ 
of  :>amts,  vauA.  that  we  are  all  fellow-citLiens 
and  nattimlizcd  of  the  heiivenly  Jerusalem  ; 
and  yet  nevertheless  di\Trs  and  aevcral  eccle- 
siasricoil   laws,  policies,   and   hienirchies,  ac- 
cording- to.  the  speech  of  .that  worthy  father, 
*  In  vestc  vtiricta*  sit,  .scissura  non  sit?'  And 
therefore  ccnaiuly,  mr.  Speaker,  the  bond  of 
law  is  tlie  more  special  and  private  bond,  and 
the  bond  of  oaturalization  the  more  common 
and  general ;  for  the  lawg  are  rather  *  figura 
rcipublicae'  than  *  tormn,'  and  rather  bonds  of 
pftrfuction  thau  bonds  of  entireneas ;  and  there- 
fore we  sec  iu  the  experience  of  our  own  govt, 
that  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  all  our  statute 
laws,  since  Poyuing's  kw,  are  not  in  force; 
and  .yet  we^tieny  them  not  the  benefit  of  na- 
toralization.  •  Jn  Jersey  and  Guernsey  and  the 
isle  .of  Man,  our  common  Jaws  are  not  in 
force,  and .  yet.  they  have  the  benefit  of  oatu- 
ralizatloiL;  ncitihcr  oee^  anpr  man  d^abt  but 
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that  mu?  la«ft«»d  cuttpina  mast  in  tkMl'  toAA 
f^tlier  tmd  viixk  upon  dieirs;  for  here  is  the 
aeac  of  tb«  kingdoin^wbcDce  oome  tlie  supreme 
4ir%Qtiofia  6f  estate:  ken^  is  tbe  kiogVpemon 
mad  exiwnpkv  uf  which  the  Terse  saithv  '  Regis 
«d  eMiBpltnn  lotun  coi^pOQiciir  orbi»:^  And 
tfaere^)c»  it  aa  not  possiW,  although  not  b^ 
Mfemn  aad  f<»iaai  net  of  estates,  yet  by  the 
aeccet  operative  ok'  »•  Uiotf  ticney  but  they  will 
come  itnck'  the  yoke  of  our  Jaws,  aod  so 
*  dulcis .  tra^tus  pari  jugo.'  And  thb  is  the 
answer  I  give  to  the  2d  objection.  The  3d 
•bJQetioa  is»  some  iaequahtj  in  the  fbrtunes 
Qi'  these  tviK»  natiousi,  England  and  Scoclaod, 
by  the  ccmiBiaLture  whereof  there  may  ensue 
advantage  to  theooi.aod  less  to  us.  Wherein, 
iiu.  Spaakec,  it  is  well  that  this  difference  or 
diapadty  couusteth  but  in  the  cxternah  goods 
of  fortune :  for  indeed  it  must  be  coafbssed, 
(hat  loff  the  goods  of  the  mind  aud  the  body, 
they  ace  '  suteri  nos/  other  ourselves;  for  to 
4oi  fehem  but  rishc,  we  know  in  their  capacity 
imd  ttacierstanoui^  tli^  are  m  people  ingenious, 
in  labbut  industruMu,  in  courage  valmnt,  in 
bodjT  hard,  acttve,  and  comely.  More  might 
Im  said^  but  ia  commending  them  we  do 
ImiI  iiL  cffieot  commend  eurselves*:  fer  they 
fltrci  of  onp  piece  aud  continent  with  us; 
and  the  truth  is,,  we  are  participant  bodi  of 
theic  vistues  amt  yiees.  For  if  they  haxre  beat 
xMtad  to  W  a  people  not  so  tractable  in  govt, 
we  cannot,,  without  flattering  ourseivea,  &ee 
Quraehaes.  alto^etlier  from  that  fault,  beingr  a 
thing  indeed  mcident  to  afi  mantiaJ  peo^e; 
ail  we  sec  it  evident  by  the  eiample  of  the 
Bouians  and  odiers;  even  like  unto  iierco 
horses,,  that  though  they  be  of  better  service 
than  otlien,.  yet  are  they  harder  to  guide  and 
Dsanegai  Butr  fur  this  ohjecdgn,  mr.  Speaker, 
I.  propose  to  answer  it,  not  by  authority  of 
Sbnpturet,  which  saitb,  *  Beados  est  dare 
quaat  accipcre^'  but  by  an  authority  framed 
(ind  derived  irom  the  judgment  of  ourselves 
aud  our  ancestors,  ia  the  same  case  as  to  this 
point.  For,  mr.  Speaker^  in  ail  'the  Hne  of 
our  kinps  none  used  to  carry  areater  com- 
mendation than  his  maj.'s  noble  progenitor 
king  £d^ard.  the  first  oi  that  name;  and 
amongst  his  other  commendations,  both  of 
war  md  policy,  none  is  more  ceiebtated  than 
his  putposc  and-  enterprise  for  the  conquest  of 
Scotiand^as  iiot  bending  his  designs  to  glorioas 
acxpeais  abroad,  but  to-solid  strength  at  home; 
whioh^  neiaertheAess,  if  it  had  succeeded  well, 
could'  not;  but  have'  brought  in  all  those  in'- 
convenienceth  of  tho^  commixtufe  of  a  more 
opukot  kinadom.  with  a  less,  that  are  now 
aiicdgod.  Iror  it  ia  net  the  yoke,  either  of 
our  laws  op  arme,  that  can  alter  the  nature  of 
the  climat&oe  the  nature  of  the  soil;  neither 
is  it  the  maonerof  the  commivtnre  that  can 
alter  the*  matter >  of-  the  commixture  :  and 
theieforc)  mr.  Speaker,,  if  it  were  good  for  ns 
then,  it  is.  good  for  ut  now,  and  not  to  be 
pnsed  the  less  because  we  paid  not  aor  dear 
for  it  fiat  a  nort-  fbll  answer  to  this  obieo- 
taoa.1  xeftfover  touthattfjncb  will  comia  amr, 
Vol.  1. 


to^  W  spokea  touching  8U>etv  and  greiftuess. 
The  4th  ob^eGtion,  mr.  Speaxer,  is  not  pro- 
perly an  objection,  but  rather  a  pre-occupaiioil 
of  an  ob^ectioti  of  the  other  »ide ;  for  it  may 
*  be  said,  and  Yery  materiaily,  whereabout  do 
we  contend  ?  The  benefk  x>f  Naturalization  is 
by  the  law,  ill  as  many  as  liave  been  or  shall 
be  boim  since  his  maj.'s  coming  to  the  crown, 
aiocady  settled   and  invested.    '  There  is  no 
more  then  hut  to  bring  tlie  *  ante-nari'  into  *  . 
the  degree  of  the  '  post-nati,'  that  nien  grown 
that  have  weH  deserved,  may  be  in  no  worse 
case  than  chiidten  which  have  not  deserved^ ' 
and  elder  brothera  in -no  worse  case  thad 
younger  broUiers;  so  as  we  stand  upon  *  C[uid->> 
dam,'' not  *  quantum,'  being  but  a'Httle  differ* 
cnce  of  time  of  one  generation  from  an6tlier. 
To  this,  mr.  Speaker,  it  is  said  by  sonke,  that  * 
the  law  is  not  soj  but  that  the  '  post-nati'  are 
ahens  as  the  rest.    A  point  that  I  mean  •  not! 
much  to  «igue,  both  because  it  hath  been  ^eir 
spoken'  to  by  the  gentlemen  that']spokc  last  be*    ' 
fore  me;  and  becadse  I  do  desire  in'  thB  case    - 
and  in  this  place  to  speak  rather  of  conventi^ 
ency  than  of  hiw;  only  this  I  wiU  say,  that} 
that  opinion  seems  to-  md  contrary-  to  treason' 
of  law,  contrary  to-  form  of  pleading  in  law,' 
and  contrary  to  an^ority  and  experience  'o# 
law.    For  reason  6f  law,  when  I  meditate  of 
'  it,  methinks  the  wisdom  of  the  common  laws^ ' 
of  Englaod  well  observed,  is  admirable  in- the^ 
distribution  of  tho  benefit  and  protectioh  o^ 
the  laws,  according  to  the  several 'conditions^  • 
of  persons,  in  an  excellent  proportion.    Tin* 
degrees  are  four,  but  bipartite,  two  of  aliens- 
and  two  of  subjects.    The  first  degree  is  of  all' 
alien  bom  ^nder  a  king  6r  estate  that  is*  an'*« 
enomy.    If  such  an  one  coine  into  this  king-* 
dom  widiout  safe  conduct,  it  is  at  his  peril; 
the  l»w  givcth  him  no  protection,  neither  for- 
body,  lands,  nor  gt>ods ;  so  as  if  he  be*  slain ' 
there  is  no  remedy  by  any  appeal  at  the  pair-' 
ty's  suit,  although  his  wife  were  an  English- 
woman :  mawy  at  the  kinj^'s  suit,  the  case  may' 
be  otherwise  in  regard  of  the  offence  to  the 
peace.    The  second  degree  is  of  an  alien  that 
IS  born  under  the  faith  and  aileriance  of  a* 
liing  or  state  that  is  a  friend.     Unto  such  a* 
person  the  law  doth  impart  a  greater  benefit  ^ 
and  protection;  that  is,  concemhig  things  per-' 
sona!,  transitory,  and  moveable,  as  goods  and 
chattels,  contracts,  and  the  like,  but  not  con- 
cerning freehold  and  inheritance.    And  the 
reason   is,    because  he  may  be   an  enemy, 
though  he   he  not;  for  the  state  under  the 
obeisance' of  which  he  is,  may  enter  into  quar*' 
rel  and  hostility;  and  therefore,  as  the  lair' 
hath  but  a  transitory  assurance  of  him,  so  it- 
rewards  him  but  with  transitory  benefits.    The* 
third  degree  is  of  a  subject,  w'^ho  having  been 
an  alien,  is  by  chnrter  made  denizen.  To  such 
an  one  the  law  doth  impart  yet  a  more  anv*  • 
pie  benefit ;  tSr  it  sives  him  power  to  purchase 
freehold  and  inheritance  to  his  own  use,  and  • 
likewise  enabfes  the  children  bom  after  hit 
denization  to  inherit.    But  yet  nevertheless  he 
cannot  iMke-  tid9  ner  convey  pedigree  from ' 
.    4A 
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any  •ncestor  paramount;  for  tbo  law  thli>ks 
not  good  to  make  him  hi  the  same  degree  wkh 
a  subject  born,  because  he  was  oiice  an  alien, 
aud  so  might  have  been  -  an  enemy  t  and  '  ne- 
mo subito  lingitur/  inen':»  affections  cannot  be 
so  settled  by  any  bene^t,  as  nhen  firom  their 
nativity  they  are  inbred  and  inherent.  And 
tlie  fourth  degree,  wluch  is  tiie  perfect  degree, 
is  of  such  a  person  as  ncitlier  is  enemy,  nor 
couM  have  been  enemy  in  time  pavt,  nor  can 
be  enemy  in  time  to  come ;-  and  therefore  the 
law  gives  unto  him  the  full  benefit  jof  Natundi-' 
nation.  Now,  mr.  $|^eaker,  if  these  be  the 
true  steps  and  paces  of  the  law,  no  mnn  can 
deny  but  whosoever  is  born  under  tlie  king's 
obedience  nei'er  could  *  in  aliqao  puuct/)  lein- 
\  porii' be  an  enemy,  a  rebel  lie  might  be,  but 

no  enemy ;  and  therefore  in  rt*a?on  of  law  i$ 
•  oaturaiized.  Nay,  coutranwise,  he  is  bound 
*  jure  nativitati^i'  to  defend  this  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land against  hU  invadefs  or  rebels ;  and  there- 
fore, aj»  Ite  IS  obliged  to  the  protection  of  arms,, 
aud  that  perpetually  and  universally,  so  he  is 
to  have  the  perpetual  and  universal  benefit 
and  protection  of  Ia«rs,  which  is  Naturalization.. 
I- or  form  of  pleading,  it  is  true  that  hath  bcea 
iaid»  that  it'  a  man  would  plead  another  to  be . 
an  aiiea,  he  must  not  only  set  fortli  negatively 
fend  privately,  that  he  was  born  out  ofthcobe-' 
dience  of  our  sovereign  lord  tlie  king,  but  af- 
lirmatively,  under  the  obedience  of  a  foreign 
king  or  state  tn  particular,  wliich  can  never  be 
done  in  this  case.     As  for  authority,  1  will  not 

J^ressit;  yon  know  all  what  hath  been  pub- 
i^hed  by  the  king's  proclamation.  And  tor  ex- 
perience of  law,  we  see  it  in  tlie  subjects  oF  Ire- 
land, in  the  subjects  of  Guernsey  and  Jer9cy,pHr- 
iiels  of  the  duchy  of  Normandy ;  in  tlie  sulijects  of 
Calais,  when  it  was  Englisl),  which  was  pnrcql 
<»f  the  crown  of  France.  But  as  f  said,  I  nm 
not  willhig  to  enter  into  an  argument  of  law, 
^  but  to  hold  myself  to  point  of  conveniency,  so 
i^  for  my  part  I  hold  all  '  post-nati'  natural- 
iied  *  ipso  jure}'  but  yet  J  am  far  from  opi- 
nitin,  that  ^t  should  he  a  thing  superfluous  to 
have  it  done  by  pari.;  chieAy  in  respect  of 
tiiat  true  principle  of  estate,  '  principum  ac- 
tioncs  pnedpue  ad  tamam  sunt  compooenda*.' 
It  will  lift  up  a  siicn  to  all  the  world  of  our  love 
towards  them,  and  good  a«;reeinent  with  them. 
And  tlicse  are,  mr.  Speaker,  the  material  oIh 
jections  which  have  been  made  on  tlic  other 
»i<le,  wherennto  you  have  heard  my. answers; 
weigh  them  in  your  wisdoms,  and  so  I  c*on- 
cludc  that  general  part.  Now,  mr.  Speaker, 
according  as  I  promised,  I  must  fill  the  other 
balance,  m  expressing  unto  you  the  inconve- 
uicnces  which  we  sliall  incur,  if  we  sliall  not 
proceed  to  tliis  Naturaliziition ;  wherein  that 
luconveniende,  which  of  all  others,  and  alone 
by  itself,  if  there  were  none  other,  doth  ex- 
ceedingly move  mc,  aufl  may  move  you,  is  a 
position  of  estate,  collected  out  <yx  the  records 
ottime,  which  is  this:  that  wheresoever  seve- 
ral kingdoms  or  estate^  have  b«cn  united  in 
•overeignty,  if  that  nnkin  hath  not  been  forti- 
iind-andiibund  iu  with  a  farther  uuioti;  and 


I  Bamrly,  tlmt  which  »  now  in  q«efdtm,  oTNa-' 
» tm^lization,  this  hath  followed,  that  at  on« 
'  tine  or  other  they  have  broken  aeain,  befnf 
upon  all  occasions  apt  to  revolt  and  relapse  to 
'  tb*  former  separation.  Of  this  aasertiim,  the 
\  first  exkmple  which  I  wiN  set  before  you,  b  of 
J.  that  momopible  union  w-hich  was  between  thtf 
I  Romans  and  the  Larins,  which  concmued  from 
I  the  battle  la  the  Hdie  of  Kegilla,  for  maajr 
I  )*can,  unto  the  consukliips.  At  h  hat  time 
there  began,  about  this  very  point  c»f  Nnsur.ilt- 
zation,  that  war  which  v%ui  called  •  beUnm 
socialr,'  being  the  most  bkiody  md  pemiciou9 
war  that  ever  the  Riman  state  endured ; 
wlierein,  after  a  number  of  battles  and  infinite' 
hief;in»  and  surpriiscs  oi  towns,  the  Romans  in 
the  end  prevailed  Hud  mastered  tlic  Latins ; 
but  as  siion  as  evec  they  had  the  honour  of  the 
war,  looking  back  into  what  perdition  and 
contusion  tlicy  viere  near  to  have  been  brought, 
tliev  t  presently  naituraliied  them  aU.  You 
speak  of  a  Naturalization  in  Bfood;  there  *as 
a  naturalization  indeed  in  blood.  Let  me  set 
before  you  again  the  example  of  Sparta,  and 
the  rest  of  Peloponnesus  their  associates.  The 
state  of  Sparta  was  a  nice  and  ieabusjtatc  in 
thib  point  of  imparting  Naturakzatioo  to  their 
cf mfederates.  But  wliat  was  the  issoe  of  it  ? 
Aller  they  had  held  them  in  a  kind  of  society 
and  amity  for  divers  years,  upon  thefitst  occa- 
sion given,  which  was  no  more  than  the  sur- 
prise of  the  castle  of  Thebes,  b^  certain  despe^ 
rate  conspirators  in  the  hamt  of  maske^rs, 
there  ensued  immediately  a  general  revolt 
and  defection  of  their  associates;  which  was 
the  ruin  of  their  stacte  never  afterwards  to  be 
recovered.  Of  latter  times  let  me  lead  your 
consideratioa  to  behold  the  like  events  in  the 
kingdom  of  Arragon;  which  kingdom  was 
united  wjth  Castile  and  the  rest  of  Stiain  in 
the  persons,  of  Ferdinando  and  Isabella,  and 
so  continued  many  years;  but  yet  so  as  it 
stood  a  kingdom  severed  and  divided  from  the 
rest  of  the  body  of  Spain  in  privileges,  and  di* 
rectly  in  this  point  of  Naturalization,  or  cap»- 
city  of  inheritance.  What  came  of  tliia? 
Thus  much,  that  now  of  fresh  memory,  not 
past  twelve  years  since,  only  upon  the  voice  of 
n  condemned  man  out  of  the  grate  of  a  pri- 
son towards  tlie.  street,  that  cried  '  fueroa,' 
wliich  is  as  much  as,  liberties  or  privile^, 
there  was  raised  a  dangerous  rebellion,  which 
was  suppressed  .  with  great  difliculty  with  an 
army  royal.  Afterwhich  victory  nevertheless, 
tu  shun  farther  inconvenience,  their  privileges 
were  -disannulled,  and  they  were  incorporated 
with  the  rest  of  Spain.  Upon  so  small  a 
spark,  notwithstanding  so  long  a  continuance^ 
were  they  ready  to  break  and  sever  again. 
The  like  may  be  said,  of  the  states  of  Florence 
and  Pisa,  which  city  of  Pisa  being  united  auto 
Florence,  but  not  endowed  with  the  benefit  of 
Natturalization,  upon  the  fbst  liehUof  fonem 
assistance,  by  the  expedition  of  Charles  Vlft. 
of  France  into  Italy,  did  revolt;  thongh  k  be 
since  again  remiited  and  incorporated.  The 
same  e&ct  we  see  in  the  moal  Mrberous  ^ 
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▼eminent,  which  shews  it  the  rather  to  be  ru 
•flfoct  of  nature ;  for  it  was  thought  a  fit  policy 
by  the  council  of  Constantinople  to  retain  the 
direc  provinces  of  IVansyivauia,  VVallachia, 
Und  Moldavia,  which  were  as  tiie  very  nurses 
of  Constantinoulc,  in  respect  of  their  provi- 
cions,  to  the  en«  they  might  be  the  less  wasted, 
only  under  Way  woods  as  vassals  an<l  ho- 
magers, and  not  uitdcr  Bashaws,  as  provintes 
of  the  Turkish  empire;  which  policy  we  see 
by  late  experience  proved  unfortunate,  as  ap- 
peared by  the  revolt  of  the  sacne  three  pro- 
vinces, under  the  anns  and  conduct  of  Sigis- 
mond,  prince  of  Transylvania^  a  leader  very 
famous  for  a  time;  wuich  revolt  is  not  yet 
iiilly  recovered.  Whereas  we  seldom  or  ne- 
ver hear  oi  revolts  of  provinces  incorporated 
with  the  Turkish  empire.  On  the  other  part, 
mr.  Speaker,  because  it  is  true  what  the  iotji- 
riaiis  say,  *  oj)po5ita  juxta  se  posita  magis  rhi- 
bespuutt'  let  us  take  a  view,  and  we  sKbU  ^nd 
tliat  wlierosoever  kingdoms  and  'states  have 
been  united,  and  that  union  cprroboTHted  by 
the  bond  of  mutual  Naturalization,  you  shiill 
never  observe  them  afterwards,  upon  any  occa- 
sion oi  trouble  or  ottierwise, '  to  break  and  se- 
ver again;  as  we, see  most  evi<lently  before 
oor  eyes,  in  divers  provinces  of  France,  that 
is  to  say,  Guienne,  Provence,  Normandy,  Bri- 
tain, which  notwithstanding  tiie  infinite  infest- 
ing troubles  of  that  kingdom,  never  oft'cred  to 
break  again.  W©  s^e  the  like  effect  in  all  the 
kingdoms  of  Spain,  ^bidi  arc  mutually  natu- 
ralized, as  Leon,  CastHe,  Vi^entia,  AnclHusitf, 
Granada,  and  the  rest,  eiccpt  Arragon,  which 
held  the  contrary  course,  and  therefore  had 
the  contrary  success,  as  was  said,  and  Portu* 
gal,  of  which  there  is  not  yet 'sufficient  trial. 
And,  lastly,  we  see  the  like  effect  in  onr  pwn 
nation,  which  never  rent  asnnder  after  it  was 
once  united ;  so  as  we  now  scarce  know  whcr 
thci*  the  heptarchy  were  a  true  story  or  a  fa-c 
We.  -And  therefore,  mr.  Speaker,  when  I  re^ 
voire  with  myself  these  examples  and  others, 
so  lively  expressing  the  necessity  of  a  Naturali- 
zation to  avoid  a  relapse  into' a' separation; 
and  do  hear  so  many  arguments  and  scruples 
made  on  theyther  side;  it  makes  me  think  on 
the  old  bishop,  which,  upon  a  public  disputa- 
tion of  certain  Christian  divines  with  some 
learned  men  of  the  heathen,  did  extremely 
press  to  be  beard ;  and  thev  were  loth  to  suf- 
fer him,  because  they  knew  he  was  unlearned, 
though  otherwise  an  holy  and  well-meaning 
man ;  but  at  last,  with  much  ado,  he  got  to 

•  be  heard;  and  when  he  came  to  speak,  in- 
stead of  using  argument,  he  did  only  say  over 
bit  belief;  but  did  It  with  such  assurance  and 
constancy,  as  it  did  strike  the  minds  of  those 
.that  heard  him  more  than  any  argument  had 
(Tone.  And  so,  mr.  Speaker,  against  all  these 
fvitty  and  subtle  lU'sutnents,  I  say,  that  I  do 
believe,  and  I  would  be  sorry  to  be  found  a 

'prophet  in  it,  that  except  we  proceed  with  this 
Naturali-i^tion,  though  perhaps  not  in  his  maj.'s 
time,  who  hatli  such  interest  in  both  nations, 
^e(  4^  the  time  of  I4s  descendants  theta  ipal|Q9 


will  be  in  continual  danger  to   divide  and 
break  again.     Now  if  any  man  be   of  thac 
careless  mind,  *  raaneat  nostros  ea  cura  ne« 
potes ;'  or  of  that  hard  mind,  to  leave  thingg 
to  be  tried  by  the  sharpest  sword  :  sure  i  am, 
he  is  not  of  st.  Paul's  opinion,  v<ho  athnneth^ 
that  whosoever  useth  not  a  foresight  and  pro«  , 
vision  for  his  family,  is  wor>c  timn  an  utibcv 
liever ;  much  more  if  we  simll  not  use  fare- 
sight  fbr  these  two  kin^oms,  that  comprehend 
in  them  so  many  fanulies,  but  leaver  things 
open   t'o  the  peril  of  future  divisions.     And 
tttus  have  J  expressed  unto  von  that  inconveni- 
ence, which,  of  ail  others,  smketh  deepest  wiih 
me  ns  the  most  weighty :  ucithrr  do  there' want 
other  inconveniences,  mr,  S|>eaker,  the  elfect^ 
and  induence  whereof  I  tear  will  not  be  ad« 
joumed  to  so  long  a  day  as  this  that  1  ha\e 
spoken  of:  for  I  leave  it  to  your  wisdoms  to 
consiiler  u  hether  you'  do  not  think,  in  case, 
by  the  denial  of  this  Naturalization,  any  pique, 
or  nlicnution,  or  unkindncss,  I   do    not  say 
should  be,  but  should  be  th/mght  to  be,  oV 
noised  to  be  bcrivecn  those  two  nations,  v\'he* 
ther  it  will  not  quicken  and  excite  all  the  en- 
vious  and   malicious  humours,  wheresoever^- 
which  are  nQ\y''  covered,  against  us,  either  f(»* 
reign  or  at  home;  and  so  open  the  uay  to 
practices  and  other  engines  and  machinations, 
to  the  disturbance  of  this  state  ^  As  for  that 
other  inconvenience  of  his  maj.'s  engagement 
into  this  action,  it  is  too  binding  and  pressing 
to  be  spoken  of,  and  may  do  better  a  great 
deal  in  your  minds  than  in  ray  mouth,  or  in 
the  niouth  of  any  roan  else ;  because,  as  I  say, 
it  doth  press  our  liberty  too  far.     And  there- 
fore, mr.  Speaker,  1  come  now  to  the  tldrd 
general  part  of  my  division,  concerning,  the 
l>ene6ts  whic^i  we  shall  purchase  by  this  knit-- 
ting  qf  the  knot  surer  and  straiter  between 
these  two  kingdoms,  by  the  communicating  of 
Naturalization  :  the  benefits  may  appear  to  be , 
twoJ^    the  one  surety^    the  other    greatness. 
Touching  surety,  mr.  Speaker,  it  was  w  cil'  saiil 
by  Titus  Quintius  the  Roman,  touching  the 
state  of  Peloponnesus,  that  the  tortoise  is  safe 
within  her  shelly  *  testudo  intra  tegumen  tuta 
est  ;*  but  if  there  be  any  parts  that  Jie  open, 
they  endanger  all  the  rest.     We  know  well, 
that  although  the  state  at  this  time  be  in  :i 
happy  peace,  yet  for  the  thne  past,  the  moro 
ancient  enemy  to  this  kingdojn  \\R\h  b^en  tt)» 
French,  and  the  more  late  tho  Spaninrd;  an.i 
both  these  had  as  it  were  theh*  several  postern 
gatf!S,  whereby,  they  might  have  approach  and 
entrance  to  annov  us^    France  bu4  Scotland, 
and  Spain  had  Ireland  j  for^  these  were  th<; 
two  accesses  which  did  CQmfbrt  and  encourage  ' 
both  these  enemies  to  assail  and  trouble  us. 
We  see  that  of  Scotland  is  cut  oiT  by  the  union 
of  these  two  kingdoms,  if  that  it  shall  be  now 
made  constant  and  permanent;  tba£  of  Ire- 
land IB  cut  off  likewise  by  the  convenicnt'situ- 
ation  of  the  north  of  Scotland  towards  the 
north  of  Ireland,  where  the  soreVas :  whicl\ 
we  see,  being  suddenly  closed,  hath  continued 
closed  by  ineaBt  of  ilnf  M^e ;  sa  tkat  a«  OQMT 
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t)icre  are  no  parts  of  tbi$  state  e^j>osed  to 
danger  to  be  a  temptation  t6  the  arobitiou  of 
foreigners,  but  their  approaches  and  avenues 
are  taken  away :  for  I  do  little  doubt  but  those 
foreigners  wbicU  had.  so  little  siiccesiB  when  they 
hfid  those  advantages,  will  have  much  loss 
qomfort  now  that  they  be  taken  from  them : 
and  50  much  for  surety.  For  greatness,  mr. 
Speaker,  I  think  a  man  may  speak  it  soberly 
and  without  bravery,  tliat  this  kingdom  of 
England,  having  Scoil^nc\  united,  Ireland  re- 
duced, tne  sea  provinces  of  the  I^w  Countries 
contracted,  and  shipping  maintained,  is  one  o{ 
the  greatest  monarchies,  in  forces  truly  esteem- 
ed, that  hat)i  been  in  the  world.  For  certainly 
the  kingdoms  here  on  earth  have  a  resemblance 
\yith  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  which  ourl^aviour 
compareth,  not  to  an^  great  kernel  or  out, 
but  to  a  very  smalt  gram,  yet  fuch  an  one  as 
is  apt  to  grow  and  spread ;  and  such  do  I  take 
to  be  the  constitution  of  this  kingdom ;  if  in- 
deed we  shall  refer  our  coonsels  to  greatness 
and  power,  apd  not  quench  them  too  much 
with  the  consideratipn  of  utility  and  wealth, 
^or  mr.  Speaker,  was  it  not,  tliink  you,  a  true 
answer  that  Soloii  of  Gfeece  made  to  the  rich 
king  Croesus  of  Lydia*  when  she  shewed  unto 

SI  a  great  quantity  of  gold  that  he  had  ga- 
red  togetlier,  in  ostentation  of  his  greatness 
aind  might  ?  But  Solon  said  to  him,  contrary  to 
his  expectation,  ".Why,  sir,  if  another  come 
that  hath  better  iron  tJian  you,  be  will  be  lord 
of  all .  your  gold."  Neither  is  the  authority  of 
Machiavel  to  be  d^pised,  who  scorneth  that 

Sroverb  of  state,  taken  first  from  a  speech  of 
luciabus,  that  moneys  are  the  sinews  of  wars; 
apd  saith,  '^  there  are  do  true  sinews  of  wars, 
but  the  very  sinews  of  the  arms  of  valiant 
men."  Nay  more,  mr.  Speaker,  whosoever 
ehall  look  into  the  scminanes  and  begiauings 
of  the  monarchies  of  the  world,  he  shall  find 
t|iem  founded  in. poverty.  Persia,  a  country 
barren  and  poor,  in  respect  of  tb«!  Medea, 
whom  they  subdued,  Macedon,  a  kin<2dom 
ignoble  and  mercenary  nntil  the  time  of  Philip 
the  son  of  Am^ntas.  Rome  had  poor  and 
pastoral  beginnmg^.  The  Turks,  a  hand  of 
Sarmntian  &ythcs,  that  in  a  vagabond  manner 
made  incursion  upon  that  part  of  Asia,  wluch 
is  yet  called  Turcomania;  out  of  which,  after 
much  variety  of  foitune,  sprung  the  Ottoman 
family,  now  the  terror  of  tne  world.  So,  we 
know,  the  Goths,  Vandals,  Alans,  liuns,  Lom- 
bards, Normans,  and  tlie  rest  of  the  northern 
people,  in  one  a^c  of  the  world  made  their 
descent  or  expedition  upon  the  Roman  em- 
pire, and  came  not,  as  rovers,  to  carry  away 
prey,  and  be  gone  again;  but  plnntiki  ihem^ 
selves  in  a  omnber  of  rich  ana  firnitful  priv 
vinces,  where  not  only  their  gjenerati^ns,  but 
their  names -remain  to  this  day ;  wito^s&Lom- 
bardy,  Catalonia,  a  name  compoui^d  o^ 
Goth  and  Alan,  Andalusia,  a.  name  corru^^ted. 
from  Vandalitia,  Hungaria,  Normandy,  aiMl 
otjicrs.  Naji^  the  fonooe  of  tha  Striaies^  of 
la^  ycar^  which  are  bred,  ia  a  ba<ic(i«and 
mpunta^oitt  counti;^j,isiiQt  to^b^^^i^tliiK 


who  first  Tvamd  the  duk#  of  BttifondTy  tb« 
same  who  had  almost  ruined  tbo  kingcMWs  of 
France,  what  time,  after  the  battle  aear  Graa- 
son,  the  rich  jewel  of  Burgundy,  prbed  at 
many  thousands,  was  sold  for  a  few  pebee  bgf 
a  common  Swiss,  that  knew  no  more  what  a 
jewel  meant  than"  did  Alsop*s  cock.'  And 
again,  the  same  nation  in  revenge  of  a  scorn» 
was  the  ruin  of  the  French  king^s  afiairs  ia 
Italy,  Lewis  XII.  For  that  king,  when  be  was 
pre&se'd  somewhat  rudely  by  an  agent  'of  tbo 
Svvitzers  to  raise  their  pensions,  brake  iato 
words  of  choler:  "  What,"  said  be,  "  will 
tliese  Villains  of  the  mountains  put  a  (ax  upon 
me?*'  Which  words  lost  him  his  duchy  of 
Milan,  and  chased  bim  out  of  Italy.  All 
which  examples,  mr.  Speaker,  do  weU  prove 
Solon's  opinion  of  the  authority  and  masteiy 
that  iron  hath  over  gold.  And  therefore,  if  I 
shall  speak  unto  you  mine  ovwu  heart,  roetbioks 
we  should  a  little  disdain  that  the  nation  of 
Spain,  which  howsoever  of  late  it  hath  grown 
to  rule,  yet  of  ancient  time  served  many  ages ; 
first  under  Carthage,  then  under  Uoite,  af^r 
under  Saracens,  Goths,  and  others,  sbouki  of 
late  years  take  unto  themselves  tliat  spirit  m 
to  dream  of  a  monarchy  in  the  west,  accordia^ 
to. that  device,  '  Video  ^em  otieniem  in  oc- 
cidcnte,'  only  because  they  have  ravished  fma 
some  wild  and  unarmed  people  ndnea  ao4 
store  of  gold;  and  on  the  other  side  that  tiisi 
island  of  Britain,  seated  and  manned  as  it  is» 
and  that  hath,  I  make  no  quee^n,  Uie  bott 
iron  in  the  woHd,  that  is,  the  beet  sokliort  ia 
the  world,  shall  thii^  of  nothing  bat  reckas- 
ings  and  audits,  and  '  meum  et  tuian;'  and  I 
cannot  tell  what.  Mr.  Sp^Jter,  I  have,  I 
take  it,  gone  through  the  parts  w4ucb  I  pro- 
pounded to  myself,  wherein  if  aay  matt  sbaU 
think  that  I  have  sung  a  placebo,  fisr  mine 
own  particular,  I  would  have  him  know  that  I 
am  not  so  unsemi  in  the  world,  but  that  I  di»- 
cern  it  were  much  alike  lor  my  private  fertuno 
to  rest  a  tacebo,  as  to  sing  a  placebo  in  this 
business :  but  I  have  spoken  out  •£  tba  Amhw 
tain  of  my  heart.  '  Cradidi  pnwter  oaod  le* 
cutus  sum  :'  I  believed,  therefore  I  spaae.  So^ 
a^  my  duty  is  performed:  the  jud^aenC  i» 
yours ;  God  direct  it  for  the  best.^ 

Sir  Chris,  Figgolt'  reflects  am  tkt  Soefa^ 
comrniiUd  tff  thel\mer-^tnd  fspeUedJ]  Tbeea 
were  all^  or  most  of  the  arguments,  used  on  both 
sides,  in  this  day's  debate^ ;  and  we  shall  twkt. 
notice  of  no  more,  being  safficient  to  ibew  tbo 
temper  of  both  court  and  country  party«  in  tbo 
house,  on  the  subject  of  the  Union.  We  cao- 
not^  however,  avoid  gjiving  tbe  Case  of  one 
member  who  was  puobbed>  by  bia  bretbreot^ 
for  letting  his-  tongue  run  too  far  ia  iavectiae 
against  tba  SoottiSi  nation,  in  oiie  of  tbe  day* 
of  debate*  This  waasir  Christ.  Piggatt^  ona  of 
the  kn^htB  for  the. county  of  BadQ%*  wIk),o» 
tbe  13&  of  Feb*  when  some  Me 


*  He  was  daoted  upon  tbe  vacacby  i 
otiad  b^  sir  Franeb  Goodwin's  ResigtuUiou.— • 
Sa^.Vi^W^'J^ftttiiliaPactaautviAk 
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about  tiie  Union  w€t«  ofierad  to  be  rend,  and 
n  dispnte  arose,  wbecber  nil  at  once  or  sepa- 
rately, this  kni^bt,  with  a  loud  voice,  and  not 
standiiig  up  with '  bis  hat  off,  as  the  order  is, 
prened  to  have  them  read  generallj,  concur- 
vii^  in  this  with  the  opbion  of  several  others. 
^  But  the  house,''  say  the  Commons'  Journals, 
^  observing  his  manner  of  sitting  and  caUing, 
for  order's  sake,  urged  him  to  stand  up  and 
ipeak,  if  he  was  desirous  to  make  known  his 
•pinion.  Upon  which  be  arose,  and  pretend- 
ing, at  first,  to  deliver  some  reasons  whj  he 
pressed  the  reading  of  the  Remembrances,  ge- 
nerally; he,  afterwards,  entered  into  a  bye- 
matter  of  invective  against  the  Scots  and 
Scottish  nation ;  using  many  words  of  scandal 
and  obloquy,  ill-beseeming  such  an  audience, 
and  not  pertinent  to  the  matter  in  hand.  As, 
'  let  us  not  join  murderers,  thieves,  and  the  ro- 
guish Scots  with  the  well-deserving  Scots.  As 
much  difference  between  them  as  between  a 
judge  and  a  thief.  He  would  speak  his  con- 
science without  flattery  of  any  creature  what- 
soever. Thej  have  not  suffered  above  two 
kings  to  die  in  their  beds,  these  5200  years. 
Our  king  hath  hardly  escaped  them ;  they  have 
attempted  him.  Now  be  is  come  from  amongst 
them,  let4is  free' him  from  such  atempts  here- 
after, &c.'    The  boose,  we  arc  informed,  were 

"  amated  at  this  speech  that  the^  stood  staring  at 
one  another,  and  took  no  notice  of  it  for  that 

'  dme,  but  let  it  pass  without  tax  or  censure. 
It  was  not  till  the  16th  of  Feb.  that  the  house 
bethought  themselves  of  this  insolent  .^ech ; 
when  the  words  of  offence  contained  in  it,  were 
particularly  recited.  But  thisseem^to  have  been 

\  spurred  up  bv  a  Mense&e  from  the  king,  who 
•aid,  ^*  he  did  much  mishke  and  tax  the  neglect 
of  the  bouse ;  in  that  the  speech  was  not  inter-- 
fupted  in  the  instant,  and  the  party  committed 
before  it  became  pubKc,  and  to  ms  highness's 
ear."  In  excuse  of  this.  It  was  answered, "  That 
'  levet  loquuntur  cnrsB^  ingentes  stupnnt;'  and 
that  it  seemed  to  fall  within  that  case,  wherein 
Solomon's  counsel  waS) '  not  to  give  an  answer  ;* 
but  that  the  dislike  appeared,  evidently,  by  the 
*  moBstum  silentium,''  which  then  was  found  in 
the  house.  It  was  then  moved,  That  sir  Chris- 
topher might  be  seat  for,  which  was  immedi- 
ately done  by  the  serjeane,  with  his  mace. — 
After  the  Se^eant  was  gone  for  the  Offender, 
many  motions  and  questions  ensued  upon  it. 
The  ptisoncr  being  set  to  the  bar,  labom^  to 
explain  the  words  uttered  by  him;  ami  to 
dear  himself  fit>m  malioe  and  disloyaky. 
Which  the  house  did  not  much  regard ;  but, 
being  commanded  out,  they  debated  what  pu- 
njifament  they  should  fix  upon  him.  The 
Tower  was  first  named,  aad  also  a  dismission 
fma  his  pfaice  in  the  house.  Much  dispute 
aroee  about  this  last  aflair ;  at  length  being 
agreed,  the  offender  was  called  in*  again,  and 
kneeling,  tho  Speaker  pronounced  rais  jndg- 
liient  upon  him,  vis.  **  That  since  his  offence 
itm  so  apparently  beinoos,  the  bottte  did  not 
bald  it  fit  that  any  particulars  «lM)uld  be  named, 
<^togiv#  a-  reatoB'  for  tlieir  judgOMnt;  but 


their  order  was^  That  he  should  be  carried  ta 
the  prison  of  the  Tower,  there  to  remain 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  house ;  That  he 
should  be  dismissed  from  his  place  of  knight 
of  the  shire,  for  Bucks,  and  a  writ  issued  out 
for  a  new  dmice."  Accordingly  his  warrant 
for  commitment,  nod  a  Uew  ^rit,  Were  made 
out,  the  form  of  both  wliich  are  entered  in  the 
Journals. 

Afler  the  prisoner  had  remained  some  time 
in  th^  Tower,  he  sent  a  letter- to  a  relation  of 
his,  a  member  of  the  same  house,  complainiog 
of  his  ill  state  of  health,  occasioned  by  hit 
confinement ;  and  begged  of  him  to  intercede 
with  the  Commons  fur  his  release.    Much  dis- 
pute arose,  about  the  manner  of  bis  enlarge^ 
ment,  and  whether  they  ouglit  to  acquaint  the 
king  with  it ;  much  fear  was  had  about  their 
privileges,  because  be  was  committed  by  an 
express  order  of  the  house.      At  last,  the 
Speaker  undertook  this  matter  with  tJie  king; 
and  the  next  day  reported  xhh  Message  firom 
his  nm,  about  it.    <<  That  be  had  taken  no- 
tice of  the  Motion  and  Petition,  made  in  tha 
house,  for  tlie  rdeasement  or  sir  Christ.  Pig<» 
gott,  and  said,    **  That  out  of  an  ill  causa 
there  might  grow  a  good  effect.    That  the 
speech  was  very  rash,  and  unadvised- at  the 
first,  and  that  the  silence  of  tlte  hoosfe  might 
have  bred  some  ill  conceit;  but  his  in||j.  is  fkt 
firom  opinion,  that  it  received  allowance  fhifli 
any  member  in  the  house,  inrerpreting.alwaySy 
that  the  cause  of  their  forbearance  was,  lest  it 
might  be  any  interruption  to  the  business  in 
hand.    But  since,  he  is  more  absolutdy  satis- 
fied with  their  carriage :  1.  In.tiiiit  th^  have 
not  charged  him  with  particulars,  but  hava 
put  the  words  in  oblivion.    2.  That  they  have 
proceeded  against  him  to  the  height  of  justice. 
9.  That  they  hasre  not  been  wilKiig  to  proceed 
with  his  enlargement,  nntil  he  might  tak^  notjca 
of  it.    That,  as  in  the  last  session,  he  had  taked 
true  heart's  content,  in  tl^e  manner  of  grantsn|^ 
the  Subsidy,  and  for  that  (id  think  them  weU-de- 
serving  his  thanks;  so,  in  this  unhappy  busraesSy 
it  pleaseth  him  to  well,  that  he  again-  return^ 
them  thanks  for  it.    Fot  the  motion,  as  at  the 
first,  he  conceived,  they  proceeded  to  his  pu- 
nishment with  great  judgment;  so  will  he  not 
now  assume  to  himself  any  power,  but  leaf  e 
it  to  the  same  judgment  for  mercy ;  and,  if 
they  tliink  good,  wisheth  he  may  be  freed 
from  the  prison,  and  dispose  himself  in  somd 
fitter  place  for  his  health." — ^Afler  this  wa* 
heard,  a  motion  ensued.  That  sir  Christopher 
might  bo  restored  to  his  place  in  the  H^usd' 
again,  which  was  not  assented  to ;  but  it  waf 
presently  ordered,  that  he  should  be  enhnved ; 
and  a- warrant  was  directed  to  the  lieut.  of  the 
Tower  for  that  purpose. 

During  these  contests  in  the  Lower  House, 
tho  king  took  all  po^ible  pains,  by  Messages', 
&c. 'to  keep  them  together  and  make  them 
uniform.  Many  of  tl^  members  hit^d  slipped 
into  the  country.  Or  negleeted  the  service,  as 
disliking  the  business  they  were  upon.  '  A  call 
of  the-oaase  waa  therefore  ordered;  lint  be-« 
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fore  that  took  place,  the.  kine^  railed  botY^ 
hou&ea  before  him,  to  VVhirchall,  March  31,  in 
f>rd«rto  reconcile  ihcir  diQereiice*,  -Hnd  spoke 
to  them  as  follows:-— 

T^ft  KiHg\$p<:€ch  fo  both  Kouseti  far  hmlfn- 
•  ing  the  Unioix,']  *••  M^r  lorcis  of"  the  higher 
house,  and  you  knigljts  and  burec«^.st»s  at  the 
lower  hou^,:  Ail.men^  at  the  bejarinning  ot'  a 
feast,  bring  fortlj  good  wine  tirstr  und  after 
worse:  this  was  the  .say in f^  of  the  governor  of 
the  fqast  ;U  Gana  in  GaUlee,  where  Christ 
wrought  h)&  fittX  miracle,  by  chun^ins;  water 
ioto  wine ;  but  io  this  case  now,  vWicreof  1 
%\n  to  speak  unto  you,  I  must  follow  that  go- 
yeroor's  rule,    and  not  Christ's  example,   in 

f'vittg  you  the  wontt  aud  sourest  wine  last. 
or  ail  the  time  of  this  lon^  session  of  the  pari. 
you  imve  been  so  fed  a»<l  cloyed  (specially 
jxiix  of  titc  Lower  Housi^)  with  such  banquets, 
and  cltoice  of  delicate. s|jcefhes,  and  yonr  ears 
•o  seiisoiked  with  the  sweetness  of  long  preco- 
attate  orations,  as  this  my  speech,  nowsin  the 
Waking-up  of  thi«  assembly^  cannot  but  ap- 
pear unto  your  taste  |i<v  the  \vorst  wine,  pro- 
posed at  the  end^  of  the  banquet;  since  I  am 
only  to  deliver. now  unto  you  matter,  without 
curious  form;  substance, 'wnhput  ceremony; 
truth,  in  all  sincerity.    Yet,   consitlerioi;  the 
person  that  spoaketh^  the  parties  to  whom  I 
Vpeak,  the  matter  wiiercof  I  mean  to  speak,  it 
lits  better  to  utter  matter  rather  than  words; 
in  regard  of  tlie  greatness  of  my  place,  who 
am  .to  speak  to  you ;  the  gravity  of  you  the  au«- 
ditory,  which  is  th^  hish  court  of  pari,  the 
weight  of  the  matter,  which  concerns  the  sc^ 
curitv  and  establishment  of  this  whole  .empire 
%nd  [itUe  world.     Studied  orations,  and  much 
eloquence  upon  little  matter,  4s  fit  for  the  Uni* 
versities ;  where  n4>t  the  subject  that  is  spoken 
oiy  but  tlie  trial  of  his  wit  that  speakerh,  is 
most  commenriublc;  biit,  on  the  contrary,  in 
all  great  couucils  of  parliaments,  fewest  words, 
with  most  matter,  do  become  best;  where  the 
<]ispatch  of  tl»c  great  errands  in  hand,  and  not 
the  praise  of  the  person,  is  most  to  be  looked 
unto;  like  the  gainnent  of. a  chaste  woman, 
who  is  only  set  forth  by  her  natural  beauty, 
which  is  properly  her  own ;  other  deckiojo^s  are 
but  en.si»ns  of  tui  harlot,  that  flies  with   iNir* 
ro%ved  ttathcrs.   And  besides  the  couveniency, 
1  am  forced  hereunto  by  necessity,  my  place 
calling  me  to  action,  and  not  leaving  me   to 
the  liberty  of  contemplation;  havinjz  always' 
luv  thoughts  busied  with  the  public  care  of  you 
all;  where  every  one  of  you,  having  but  him- 
self and  bis  own  private  to  think  of,  are  at 
more  leisure  to  maxe  studied  speeches.     And 
therefore  the  matter,  which  I  deliver  you  confur 
scdiy,  as  in  a  sack,  1  leave  it  to  yow^  when  you 
arc  ia  yotu*  chambers,  ami  have  better  leisure 
than  I  can  have,  to  rank  ihcm  in  ordor,  ei'cry 
one  in   their  own  place.     Thus  much  by  way 
of  P^-vface;    Imt   I    proceed  to   the   Matter: 
whereof  I  might  say,  with  st.  Paul,   I  could 
speak  in  as  many  tongues  as  you  all ;  b^it  I 
had  lalher  speak  three  words  to  edification, 
than    t«uk  a  ^*ky  witl^ouL  und^rstaiidiuc.     iu  i 


j  vain  Csaith  the  psalmbt)  4«>th  the  builder  build 
the  house,  or  t'le  watchman  watch  the  city, 
unless  the  Lord  give  his  blessing  thereunto 
and,  in   the  New  Testouient,  st.  Paul  saith, 
that  he  may  plant,  Apoilos  may  water;  but  it 
is  God  only  that  must  pive  the  mcreasc.     Thia 
I  speak,  because  of  ihc  long  time,  which  hath 
been  spent  about  the  Treaty  of  the  Union, 
For  myself,  I  protest  wntovQU  all,  when  I  tirst 
propounded  the  Union,  1  then  thouijht  there 
could  have  been  no  more  question  of  it,  than 
of  your  dechifiition  and  acknowledgnuaat  of 
ray  right  unto  4;his  crown;  and  that,  as  two 
t^vins,   they,  would  have   grown  up  together. 
The   error  was  my  mistakiug;  I   knew  mine 
own  end,  but  not  other*'  fears.     But   now, 
finding  ntany  crosses,  long  di^puraiions,  strange 
question-^,   and   npthring  done,  1   mu^t  needs 
think  it  proceeds,  either  of  mistaking  of  the 
errand,  or  else  from  some  jealousy  of  me  the 
propounder,  that  you  so  add  delay  unto  delay; 
searching  out,  as  it  were,  the  very  bowels  of 
curiosity,  and  conclude  nothing.     Neither  can 
I  condemn  you,  for  being  yet  in  some  jealousy 
of  my  intcnibn  in  tliis  matter;  having  not  yet 
had  so  great  experience  of  my  l)ehaviour  and 
inclination,  in  these  few  years  past,  as  you 
may  peradventure  have  in  a  Longer  time  here- 
after;   and  not   having  occasion   to  consult 
daily  with  myself,  and  hear  mine  own  opinion 
in   all  those    particulars  which   arc  debated 
among  you.     But  here,  I  pray  you  now,  mis- 
take me  not  at  the  first,  wfieu  as  I  seera  to 
find  fault  with  your  delays  and  curiosity,  as  if 
r  would  have  you  to  resolve,  in  an  hour's  time, 
that  which  will  take  a  month's  advisement; 
for  you  all  know,  that  rejt  est  lex  hqncM;  and 
you  have  oft  heard  me  say,  that  the  king's 
will  and  intention,  being  the  speaking  law, 
ought  to  be  luce  clarius :  and  I  hope  you  of 
the  Lower  House  have  the  proof  of  this  my 
clearness,  by  a  hill  sent  you  down  from  tho 
Upper  House  within  these  few  days,  or  rather 
few  hours. ;  wherein  may  very  well  appear  unto 
you  the  care  I  have,  to  put  my  subjects  in  a 
good  stK^urity  of  their  possessious  for,>eU  poslc-» 
rities  to  come.     And  ihorcfore,  that  you  may 
clearly  understand  my  meaning  in  that  point, 
I  do  freely  confess,  you  had  reason  to  advise 
at  leisure  iipan  so   great  a  cause ;  ibr  great 
matters  do  ever  require  sn'^at  deliberation,  be» 
fore  they  be  well  concluded.     '  DeUberandum 
est  diu,  quod  statuendum  est  semel',  Consulta-. 
tions  must  proceed  lento  pede ;  hut  the  execu- 
tion of  a  sentence  upon  the  resolution  w-ooki 
be  spftedy.     If  you  will  go  on,  it  matteni  not, 
thouuh  yow  go  with  leadicn  feet,  so  you  maku 
still  some  progress,  and  that  thore  be  no  lett, 
nor  needless  delay ;  and  do  not  *  nodum  in  scin- 
po  quajrere,'     I  aui  ever,  for  the  medium  ia 
every  thing.     Between  foplish  rasbnesii,  and 
extreme  length,  there  is  a  middle  way.  Search 
all  that  is  reasonable;  but  omit  that,  which 
is    idle,  curious,  and  unnecessary;  otherwise 
there,  can  never  be  a  resolution  or  end  in  any 
KfM)d  work.      And  now  from  the  (general  [ 
wiil  descend  to  tha  P^rtipvljirs  ;  suni  wiW,^onl| . 
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^r  the  ease  of  yourtAemories,  divide  the  mat* 
ler,  that  I  am'ta  speak  ot\  into  t'lHir  Heads; 
hy  opening  unto  yuu,  1st,  what  i  crav<';  *2iidiy, 
ia  wtiat  Mnuner  I  desire  it;  3dly,  wbat  Corri- 
faiodities  will  eiistte  to  both  tlie^kingdoriiS  by 
k;  4thly,  what  the  snpptfoed  Jnconveniency 
Hiay  be  that  gives  Impediments  there utiuo.-r^ 
For  the  fi ret,  what  I  crave;  1  prntest  boYore 
God,  wbo  knows  my  hx-art^  and  to  you  my 
people,  before  wiiUm  it  were  a  trhaine  to  lye, 
tiiat  I  claim  nothing,  but  with  acknowledge 
Hient  ot*  my  kind  to  you ;  that,  tts  ye  owe  to 
Bc  ^iubj^^'ciion  and  obedience,  so  iny  sove- 
Beiguty  obUgeth  me  to  yield,  to  youi*  l«»ve, 
governmcuc  aud  protection :  neither  did  I 
ever  wish  any  happiness  to  myself,  which  whs 
Dot  conjoined  with  the  hRppinet>s  of  iity  peo^ 
pic;  i  de»ire  a  perfect  Union  of  Laws  and 
Persons,  aud  such  a  Naturaiizing,  as  may 
make  one  body  ot'  both  kingdoms,  under  me 
your  king;  that  I,  and  my  posterity  (if  it  so 
please  God)  may  rule  over  you  to  tlic  world's 
end;  such  an  Lniou,  as  was  of  the  Scots  aud 
i*icts  in  Scotland,  and  of  the  Meptarcliy  here 
in  Englaiid.  And  for  Scotland,  I  avow  such 
an  Union,  as  ii'  you  had  i^ot  it  by  conquest ; 
but  suc:h  a  conquest,  as  may  be  cemented  by 
loie,  the  only  sure  bond  of  subjection  or 
fiicndship:  that  nstliere  is  over  both  but  unu$ 
rex ;  so  there  nuiy  be  in  both  but  ut^us  grec, 
et  uua  iext  for  no  more  posbible  is  it  for  one 
liing  to  govern  two  couuihes  contiguous,  tiic 
one  a  greater,  the  other  a  Ies6 ;  a  richer,  «ind  a 
poorer;  the  greater  drawini^,  like  an  udumaut, 
the  lesser  to  the  comn^odities  thereof;  than 
for  one  head  to  govern  two  bodies,  or  one  man 
to  be  husband  ot'  two  wives ;  u  hei-eof  Christ 
himself  said,  *■  Ab  Initio  non  fail  sit .' — But  in 
tJie  general  Union  you  must  ohserve  two 
things;  for  1  will  discover  my  thout^Urs  plainly 
unto  you :  I  study  clearness,  not  el4jquence ; 
and  tiierefore,  with  the  old  philosopher,  I 
would  heartily  wish,  my  breast  wtrc  a  trans- 
parent ^ass,  for  you  all  to  see  through,  that 
you  might  look  into  my  heart,  aud  then  would 
jou  be  saristied  of  my  meaiunn;.  1  or  when  I 
speak  of  a  perfect  Uuion,  1  mean  not  confu- 
sion of  all  tilings:  you  must  not  tukt;  from 
Scotland  those  particular  privileges,  that  may 
stand  as  well  with  this  Union,  us  in  (>iucland 
many  particular  Customs,  in  particular  sii.res 
(as  the  Customs  of  Kent,  and  the  royalties  of 
the  county  palatine  of  Chester)  do  with  the 
Common  Law  of  tlie  kingdom :  for  every  par- 
ticular slare  almost,  and  much  more  every 
country,  have  some  particular  Customs,  that 
are,  as  it  wrere,  naturally  most  fit  for  that 
people :  but  I  mean  of  such  a  general  Union 
el' laws,  as  may  reduce  the  whole  island  ;  that, 
as  tliey  live  already  under  one  monarch,  so 
tbey  may  all  be  governed  b;^  one  la^v :  for  I 
must  needs  confess,  by  that  little  eKperience  I 
have  had  since  my  coming  hitber,  and  i  think 
I  aoi  able  to  prove  it,  tluit  the  grounds  of  tlie 
Common  law  of  England  arc  the  best  of  any 
law  in  the  world,  either  dvil  or  municipal, 
asd  the-fitteK  for  .this. people.  .  But  m  tvery 


'la#  would  V^  clear,  and  fiill-;  so  the- obscurity 
in  some  points  6f  this  our  w^ritteu  law,  and. 
want  of  fulness  in  -oihdrs,  tli6  variation  of 
cases,  and  men's  curiosity,  breeding  every  day  ■ 
new  questions,  hath  enforced  the  judges  to 
judge,  in  many  cases  here,  by  cases  and  pre* 
cedents ;  wherein;  I  hope,  lawyers  Uiemseives 
will  not  deny,  but  that  there  must  he  a  great 
Uncertainty ;  and  I  -am  sure  all  the  rest  of 
you,  that  are  gentlemen  of  otlier  professions, 
were  long  ago  weary  of  it,  if  you  could  ha\e 
had  it  utnended :  for  where  there  is  varietr, 
und  uncertauity,  although  a  just  judge  may  da 
rightly,  yet  an  ill  judge  may  tidte  advantage  to 
do  wTtin^  ;  aud  then  are  all  honest  men,  that 
succeed  him,  tied,  in  a  manner,  to  his  unjust 
and  paitial  conclusions.  Wherefore  leave  not 
the  law  to  the  pk*asure  of  the  jtidge,  but  let 
j^onr  laws  be  loolced  into :  for  I  desire  not  the 
ubolisliing  of  tlie  laws,  but  only  tlie  clearing 
and  the  sweeping  of  the  rust  of  them;  and 
that  by  parh  our  kiws  might  be  cleared,  and 
made  kiijwn  to  all  the  subjects.  Yea  rather, 
it  were  less  hurt,  that  all  the  approved  Cases 
were  set  down,  and  allowed  by  pari,  for  stand- 
ing laws  in  all  time  to  come:  for  although 
some  of  them,  peradventure,  may  be  unjust,  as 
set  down  by  corrupt  judges ;  yet  better  it  is  to 
have  a  certain  law,  with  some  spots  hi  it,  nor 
live  under  such  an  ancertain  and  arbitrary 
law ;  since,  as  the  pnnerb  is,  ^  it  is  less  harm 
to  suffer  an  inconvenience,  tlian  a  mi:>cliief/ 
And  now  may  you  have  lair  occasions  of 
amending  and  polishing  your  laws,  when  Scot' 
land  is  to  be  united  widi  you  under  them :  for 
whi)  can  blame  Scotland,  to  say,  If  you  will 
lake  away  our  own  laws,  I  pray  you  give  us  a 
Ijetter  and  cleai-er  in  place  thereof.  But  thb 
U  not  possible  to  be  done,  without- a  fit  prepa- 
ration. He  that  buildeth  a  ship,  must  hrstt 
provide  tlie  timlier;  and,  as  Christ  himself 
^aid,  *  No  mab  will  build  an  honse^  but  hd 
will  fii-st  provide  the  materials;  nor  a.  wise 
king  will  not  make  war  against  another,  with- 
out ho  fii-st  make  provision  of  money  :'  and  al||^ 
great  works  must  have  tlieir  preparation  ;  aud 
tliHt  was  my  end,  in  causing  the  instruineut  of 
the  Union  to  be  made.  Unitin  is  a  marriage  : 
would  he  not  be  thought  absurd,  that,  forther- 
ing  of  a  marriage  between  two  friends  (if  Ins, 
ivould  make  his  first  motion  to  have  the  two 
parties  be  laid  in  bed-  together,  and  perforQi 
the  other  turns*  of  marriage  ?  Must  there  not 
precede  the  mutual  sight  and  acquainuince  of 
the  parties  oUe  withanotfjer;  tlie  conditions 
of  the  contract,  and  jointure,  to  be  talked  of, 
and  agreed  upon,  by  rtieir  *  friends ;  and  such 
other  things,  as  in  order  ought  to  go  before 
the  ending  of  such  a  work  .^  The  Union  is  an 
ctomal  agreement  and  reconciliation  of  many 
long,  bloody  wars,  that  have  been  between 
these  two  ancient  kingdoms.  It  is  the  readiest 
way  t«  agree  a  pfivate  ouartel  bctwet»n  two, 
to  brii»g  thein,  at  tlie  hfst,  to  shake  hands, 
aud,  as  it  were,  kicfe  other;  and  fie  under  one 
roof,  or  rather  in  one  bed'  togetiier,  before 
tliat  first'  the  ground  -of  their  ^oacrel  be  t^m* 
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tinned  opoOy  tbtir  miacU  suQi^Udy  tb«ir  9$^ 
fectioos  prepared,  m&d  ail  otlgMr  oircmnitangoa 
fir^  nsed,  that  ov^fa,  10  be  Mied,  ta,  proceed  to 
jocb  a  fiiDal  aAnficmenu  Every  bonc^t  ii»ao 
<(eiuretb  a  perfect  Union ;  bet  tb«y  tbat  sa^- 
•0,  and'  admit  no  preparation  tbereu>>  ba^e 
md  in  ore^d  i»  cordf.  If  alui;  jw-  so-  Umm^ 
talk- of  Uoton,  in  all  ibis  long  seaeion  of  pail. 
yt  rifle)  witliout  agreeing  upon  any-  paxticuiar; 
wbat  will  tbe  neigbbour  princes  judge,  wboee 
ayes  are  all  fixed  upon  the  coAciufticMi  of  ibis 
action,  but  tbat  tM  Ung  is  peliuieci  in,  bu 
desire;  wbereby  tbe  nation  should  be  teaiedy 
e^d  tbe  king  disgraced  ?  And  wbat  an  ill  pre- 
paration is  It  for  tbe  minds  of  Scotland  toward 
'  tbe  Union,  wben  tbej  sball  bear,  that  ill  is 
spoken  of  tbeir  wbole  nation;  butnotbingia 
oooe  nor  advanced  in,  tbe  matter  of  tbe  Union 
itself?  But  tbis,  I  am  glad,  was  but  the  fault 
of  one ;  and  one  is  no  number :  yet  have  your 
neighbours  of  Scotland  this  adva^ta^e  of  you, 
that  none  of  them  bath  spokeqi  ill  ot  }|ou  (nor 
sbally  as  long  aa  I  am  kin^  in  pari '  or  anj^ 
mob  puUic  place  of  judicature.  Consider 
tberefore  well,  if  tbe  minds  of  Scotland  bad-, 
not  need  to  be  well  prepared,  to  persuade  their 
mutual  consent,  seeing  ]rou  here  have  all  the 
g^at  advantage  bytlie  Union:  is  not  bere  tbe 
personal  residence  of  tbe  kiqg;  bis  whole 
tjourt  and  Family?  Is  not  here  the  Seat  of 
Justice,  and  the  Fountain  of  Govemmmit; 
Must  they  not  be  subjected  to  tbe  laws  of 
England,  and  so,  with  time,  become  but  as 
Cumberland,  and  Northumberland,  and  those 
other  remote  and  northern  shires?  You  are  to 
be  tbe  husband,  they  tbe  wife ;  you  conquerors, 
they  as  conquered ;  though  not  by  tbe  sword, 
but  by  the  swj&et  und  sure  bond  of  love :  be- 
sides that  chey,  as  other  northern  countries, 
will  be  seldom  seen  and  saluted  by  tbeir  king; 
and  that,  as  it  were,  but  in  a  posting  or  hunting 
journey.  Uow  little  Cause  then  they  may- have 
of  such  a  cliange  of  so  ancient  a  monarchy  ii)to 
the  case  of  private  shires,  judgo  rightly  herein ;. 
and,,that  you  may  be  the  moro  upright  judges, 
suppose  yourselves  tbe  patients,  of  whom  such* 
sentence  should  be  given.  But  what  prepara- 
tion is  it  wiiicb  I  crave?  Only  such,  as,  by  the 
entraiKe,  m9^  shew  spmetiiiiig  is  done^.yet* 
mure  is.  intended.  There  is  a  conceit  enter- 
tained, and  a  double  iealousy  possessetli  many, 
wherein  I  am  misjudged*;  Is^  that  this  Union 
will  be  the  crisis  to  tlie  overthrow  of  England, 
and  setting  im  4>f  Scotland:  England  will  be 
tben  overwUcTmed.b^  th^  sprarming  of  the 
ScDi%  who,  if  the. Union, were  aifected,  would 
reign^  an^  rnle  ail.  The  9d.ift-my  profuse  li^ 
bemuy  ta  the  Sgnttisbmen,  more  than  the 
Eofflisb;  and  that,  with  tbii^Union^  all  things, 
shall  be  given  to  tbem*  and,  jH>a  turned  out  of 
aljl :  tp  you  shall  be  len  tbe  sjpeat,  aad  labQur-; 
to  them  shall  be  ^ye»  tlm  fruiU  ai|d  9reet : 
and  that  my  forbearance  1$.  h^  till  thisUnbn 
may  be  gained.  Hoiw  ameable  this  i&.-ta  the 
truth)  judge,  yon ;  and  tbHt»  not  by  my  wofd^ 
but  by  my  actions*  Do  I  cuave  tbf  Union, 
ivitbiottt  t^»2PP^^  ^'  ^  ^^  ^tK  tn  bisul. 


w^gmU^  and  to  ntennt  la  y^m^  at  in  tke  la* 
•tnaoMit,  aU  places  of-Jodicattue.^  .Do  I  n^ 
tend  any  thing,  which  standetb  not  with  tba 
equal  gpod  of  both  nations?  I  ooukl  thcpi (lavtt 
done  it,  and  not  spoken  of  it;.  |or  all  mea  9$ 
understanding  must,  agree^  that  I  mkbt  di»» 
pos«^  without  assent  of  parL  offices  ofjiidic%« 
ture,  and  others^  both  ec<desia»tiosi  and  ten« 
poral  I.  but  herein  I  did  voluntarily  ofier,-  bf 
my  letters  from  Eoyston  to,  tbe  conunissioneBk 
to  bind  mf  prerogative.  Some  think,  that  I 
will  draw  the  ScxHtish  netipa  hither;  talkinf 
idlely  of  transporting  of  trees  out  of  a  banes 
ground  into  a  better;  and  of  lean^  cattle  ooa 
of  bad  pasture  into  a  more  fertile  soiL  Cai^ 
any  man  displant  you,  unle^  vou  will?  Or^ 
can  any  man  think,  that  Scotiana  is  so  strong 
to  pull  you  out  of  your  houses  ?  Or  do.yeu  nqD 
think,  I  know  England  hath  more  peeple; 
Scotland  more  waste^ground  ;  so  that  there  ia 
roumth  in  Scotland,  rather  to  plan.t  your  idle 
people,  thai  SMwrm  in  London  streets,  and 
other  towns,  and  dislMirthen  you  of  them,.  . 
than  to  bring  more  unto  you?  and  in  caseeel 
justice,  if  I  be  partial  to  either  side,  let  n^ 
own  mouth  condemn  me,  as  unworthy  to  b» 
your  king.  I  appeal  to.  yourselves,  if  ia  fiivoer 
orjustice  I  have  been  pertial:  nai^y  my  int»« 
tion  was  ever,  you  stiould  then  have  9Qst 
cause  to  praise  my  discretion,  wdran  yon  sawi 
I  had  nuMt  power.  If  hitherto  I  have-  doo» 
nothing  to  your  pr^udiee,  mnoh  less  mean  £ 
hereafter.  If  when  I  might  hare  done  k, 
without  any  breach  of  promise;  think  so  0^ 
me,  that  much  less  I  will  do  it,  when  a  Jaw  is  to* . 
restrain  me.  I  owe  no.  mare  to  the  Scotti^ 
men  than  to  the  English:  I  waa  bom  there, 
and  sworn  here;  and  now  reign  over.  both. 
Such  particular  persons  of  the  Scottish  natioB,. 
as  might  claim  any  extraordinary  merit  at  my 
bauds,  I  have  already  reasonabljr  rewarded;, 
and  I  can  assure  you,  that  there  is  none  left, 
for  .whom  I  mean  extraordinary  to  strain  my<* 
self,  further  than  in  such  ordinary  benefit,  aa 
I  may  equally  bestow,  without  mine  own  greafi 
hurt,  upon  any.  sul^ect,  or  either  natioo ;  iui 
which  case,  no  king*s  hands  ean  ever  be  fefly 
closed.  To  both  I  owe  justice,  and  protect 
tion;  u4)ich,  with  God's  grace,  I  sbaJl  ever 
equally  balance.  For  my  liberalityi,  I  base* 
told  you  of  it  heretofore :  my.  three  first  yewa 
were  to  [themJ  as  a  Christmas:  I  oonld  aot 
tben  be  miserable.  Should  I  hanne  been  orer> 
sparing  to  them,  they,  might  have  thooibt, 
Joseph  had  fb^otten  his  Brethren;  or  tfast. 
the  king  had  l^n  drunk  wiUi  hie-new  kio^ 
dom.  .  But  Suits  go  not  so  cheap/ as  tbey  wei<» 
wont;  neither  are  there  so  mamr  fees  tnea  ia 
the  Hamper- and  Petty-Baa,  for  the-Gieat*- 
Seal,  a&. hath  been;  and  if  I  did  respect  di6» 
Eftiglisb,  when  I  came  first,  of  whom- 1  was 
received  with,  joy,  and  oame  as  in  abmtiac* 
journey c  what  might  the- Scottish  hare  jam 
said;  if  I  had  not,  ia  some  measore^  dsw 
beuatifally  with  than,  that  so  long  had  sened 
mc,  sa  far  adventured  themsebres  with  io*» 
aad.^bMa80LfiuthM  to^ME^  I  ImiPHpv^ft  f^ 
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now  ibu^  y^ars  proo4  flnc^  my  comifig ;  and 
-what  1  a^^t  have  done  moro,  u>  have  raised 
.Che.  Scottish  nfuiqp,  you  ali|  know;  and  U^ 
loo^  I  livo,  ti^  less  cause  Lave  I  to  be  ao- 
quamted  with  them,  and  so  the  iess  bo|>e  of 
extraordinary  favour  towards  the^ :  Ibr,  since 
my  coming  from  them,  I  do  not  already  ko9w 
the  one  iialf  oi  them  by  fi^pe;  most  of  dbfe 
youth  beui§  now  risen  up  to  be  men,  who 
were  but  children^  when  I  was  there;  aojd 
more  are  born  ftince  my  coming  thence.  Now, 
for  my  lands,  and .  revcnups  of  my  crown, 
which  y«u  may  think  I  hare  diminished ; 
they  are  not  yejc  so  far  diminished,  but  that 
I  think  no  prince  in  Christendom  hath  fairer 
possessions  to  his  Crown,  than  yet  X  have; 
and,  in  token  of  my  care  to  preserve  the  same 
to  my  posterity  for  ever, ,  toe  entail  of  my 
Lands  to  the  Crowiv  hath  been  long  ago 
offered  onto  you;  and;  that  it  is  not  yet 
doue>  is  not  my  fault,  as  you  know.  My 
I'peasurer  here  knoweth  my  care,  and  hath 
already,  in  part,  declared  it ;  and  if  I  did  not 
hope  to  treolc  my  revenue  mpre  than  I  hare 
impaired  it,  I  sliould  never  rest  quietly  in  my 
bed.  But,  notwithstanding  my  coming  to  the 
crown  with  ttiat  extraordinary  applause,  which  ^ 
,vou  all  know,  and  that  I  bad  two  nations  to 
be  the  objects  of  my  liberaliiv,  which  never 
any  prince  had  here  before  ;t will  you  compare 
xn^  gifcsy  out  of  mine  inheritance,  wi^  some 
prmces  here,  that  had  only  this  nation  to  re- 
spect; and  whose  wbple  time  of  reign  was- 
little  longer  th^i  n^n^  hath  been  already;  it 
]will  be  tound,  that  their  dfb  have  far  sv- 
passed  mine,  albeit,  as  I  have  already  said,; 
they  had  notiiios  so  great  cause  of  using  tlieir 
liberality.  ,53udly,  for  the  Manner  of  the 
Union,  presently  desired,  it^sMuideth  in  three 
parts:  the  1st,  taking  away  of  hostile  JLaws: 
for  since  there;  can  be  no  wars  betwixt  you,  is 
it  not  reason,  hostile  Laws  should  cease  ?  For, 
*  ^eljcieute  causa,  deficit  effectus*'  The  ling' 
of 'England  now  cannot  have.Wfu^  with  the 
king  of  Scotland;  therefore  this  fails  of  itself., 
The  24  isy  Community  of  Commerce,  I  am 
no  stranger  unto  you;  for  you  all  know,  I 
came  from  the  loins  of  your  aa^ient  kings. 
They  of  Scotland  be  tpy  subjects  as  you  arc; 
hut  how  can  I  b/s  natural  liege  lord  to  you 
both,  and  you  itrangers  one  to  the  ether? 
Shall  they,  which  k^  of  one  allegiance  with 
.you,  be  no  better. y^spected, of  yoo,  nor  freer 
amongst  you,  th«a  Freuehipes  jiod  Snaaiards? 
Since  I  Ofn  sovereign,  py^  you.  b^thy  as  sub-? 
jects  to  one  king,,  it.mfust  need^.fpUotw,  that 
you  converse  and.  hav^  oom«»eKie  together. 
There  is  a  rumouc  of  tome  iU.doahngfl^  that 
should  be  us^  by  the  ^pmmissioQeBi^  ti&ec- 
chan^  of  Scotlaod.  Thfij  be  hdre  in  England, 
and  shall  lemain  tiU  joipr  unt  mectini^,  and; 
abide  trial,  to  pc^ye  Jh^toiclvfs,  fither  honest 
meot  9r.kQAveft.  Srdlyy  fer  the  third  point, 
of  Natm^ahzacioa ;  ail  yon  agret^  that  they 
.are  Ao.aliwpsy  s^d  yafe  viU  not  allow  thtm  to 
b«  nMnd,  .^Whafr  \gis4  fl£  fJaaaMism  will 
you  make  ?  Suihs  tht  *  POMrlPPi  yottT  own 


lawyers  and  judses,  at  my  6rst  cominjg  to  this 
crowo,  informo(£me,  there  was  a  dmercnce 
between  the  *  ante'  and  the  *  post-nati'  of 
each  kingdom ;  whieh  caused  me  to  publish  a 
proclamation,  that  the  *  pobt-nnti'  were  na- 
turalized <  ipso  facto'  by  the  Accession  to  this 
crown.  I  do  not  deny,  but  J4idges  may  err, 
as  men ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  press  you  here 
to  swear  to  all  their  reasons :  I  only  ur^o,  at 
this  time,  the  conveniency  for  both  kingdoms; 
neither  pressing  you  to  judge,  nor  to  be 
judged :  hut  remember  also,  it  is  as  possible, 
and  hkely,  your  Own  lawyers  may  err,  as  the 
Judges.  Therefore,  as  I  wish  you  to  proceed 
here  in  so  fisr  as  may  tend  to  the  weal  of  both 
nations ;  so  would  I  have  you,  on  the  othtfr 
part,  to  beware  to  dibgrace,  eitlier  my  procla- 
mation, or  the  Judges ;  who,  when  the  pari, 
is  done,  have  power  to  try  your  lands  and 
hvQs ;  lor  so  you  may  diserace  both  your  king 
and  your  laws  x  for  the  doing  of  any  act,  that 
may  procure  less  reverence  to  tl>e  Judges,  can- 
not bt^t  breed  a  looseness  in  the  govt: rand  a 
disgrace  to  the  whole  nation.  The  reason, 
that  most  moves  me,  ior  ought  I  have  yet 
heard,  that  there  cannot  hut  be  a  differcnoe 
between  the  *  ante-nati'  and  the  *  post^natt,^ 
-and  that  in  the  favour  of  the  last,  is,  that 
thev  must  be  nearer  unto  you,  being  bom 
under  the  present  govt,  and  common  allegi- 
ance. Bot  in  point  of  conveniency,  there  is  ^ 
no  question,  but  the  *  post-nati'  are  more  to 
be  respected ;  for  if  you  would  have  a  perfect 
and  perpetual  Union,  that  cannot  be  in  the 
<  ante-nati,'  who  are  but  few  in.  qomparuMa  « 
of  those,tthAt  shall  be  in  all. ages  succeeding 
and  cannot  live  long ;  but  in  the  '  post-naS" 
shall  the  Union  be  continued,  and  liv^  ever, 
age  after  age;  which,  wanting  a  diilerenct^ 
cannot  but  leave  a  perpetual  mark  of  sepann 
tion  in  the  work  of  the  Union :  as  also  that 
arginnent  of  jealousy  will  be  so  far  removed 
in  .the  case  of  the  *■  post-nati,'  wlUch  are  to 
reap  the  benefit  in  all  succeeding  ages,  as,  by 
the  contrary,  there  will  then  arise' Pharaohs, 
which  never  knew  Joseph ;  the  kings,  my  suc- 
cessors, who,  being  born  and  bred  here,  can 
never  hav^  more  occasion  of  acquaintance  with 
the  Scottish  nation  in  general,  than  any  other 
English  king,  that  was  before  my  time.  £^« 
not  therefore  abused  with  the  flattering  spcechoa. 
.of  such,  as  would  have  the '  ante-nnti'  preferred ; 
alledging  their  merit  in  my  service,  nnd  such 
other  reasons,  which  indeedi  are  hut  sopiusmsr; 
For  my  rewarding,  out  of  my  liberality,  of  aogr 
particular  men,  l^th  nothixig  adoe  with  thr>  gp* 
nend  act  of  the  Uaion  which  must  not  re^^ard 
the  deserts  of  private  persons,  but. the  i^eneral 
weal  and  conjotnihg  of  tlie  nations.  Besides 
that,  the  actual  Naturalizing,  wluch  is  the  only 
point  that  is  in  your  hands,  is  already  granted 
to  by.  yokrseL^tato  the  most  part  of  ^uch  pa»- 
ticuku  peesom  its  can  have  any  use  of  it  liere; 
and  if  any  other  .well-deserving  men  were  to 
sue  ibr  it  hereafter,  1  doubt  not  bat  there 
would  never  be  question  moved  among  yoa» 
for  the  grantiag  ot  it*  And  therefore  it  is  xaosV 
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evident,  that  such  discoursers  have  *  mel  in 
bre,  M  \u  corde/  m  I  stfid  before ;  cftrryinig 
an  outward  appcaranoe  .of  love  to  the  Union, 
but  indeed  a  coutraiy  resoiutioa  in  their 
hearts.  As  for  Limitatioofl,  and  Respecta- 
tioiis,  mc\\  as  shall  by  me  be  agreed  upon  (p 
be  reasonable  and  nciccstarj,  aft^  you  hav^c 
fuUj  debated  upon  them;  you  may  assure 
youncelvfts,  I  will  with  indifferency  grant  what 
IS  requi-rtey  without  partial  respect  of  Scot- 
land. I  am,  ns  I  hare  often  said,  bom  and 
-sworn  king  over  both  kingdoms:  only  thus  fhr 
iet  me  intreat  you,  in  debating  the  point  at 
•your  next  meeting,  that  yebe.as  ready  to  re- 
solve doubts  as  to  move  theni,  and  to  be  satis- 
•  tied  when  doubts  arc  cleared;  And  as  ^r  the 
Commodities,  thnt  come  by  the  Union  of 
these  kingdoms,  they  are  great  and  evident; 
peace,  plenty,  love,  free  intercoursfe,-  ru:\d  oom- 

.  mon  society  of  two  great  nations.  Ail  foreign 
kings,  that  have  sent  their  ambassadors  to 
congratulate  with  mc,  ttnce  my  cominfr^  hare 
salutetl  me  as  monarch  ot'  the  whole  islcy  and 
.'with  much  more  respect  of  my  greatness  than 
if  I  were  king  alone  of  one  of  tliese  realms: 
-«nd  with  what  contort-  do  youraeWes  behold 

'  Irish,  Scottish,  Welch,  and  English,  divers  in 
nation,  yet  all  walking  as  subjects  ami  servants 
•within  my  doitrt,  and  -fdl  living  uiidei*  the  allfr- 
mance  of  yoirr  king;  besides. the  hbuourand 
lustre  that  the  increase  of  gallant  men  in  the 
iicourt,  of  divers  nations,  (larriesin'thc  eyes  of 
iiill  strangers  that  repah  hither^  ,  Those  con- 
•fining  plates,  which  [were]  the  borders  of  the 
two  kingdotos;  where  lieretofbre  much  blood 
•  was  shed,  and  many  of  your  ancestors  test 
their  lives;  yea,  that  lay'wast(5'an4  desolate, 
and  were  habitaibns  but  for- runagates;  are 
now  become  xhe.  navel  or  umbillck"  of  both 
kingdoms,  planted  and  peopled  with  civihty 
nn<\  riches :  their  churches  begin  to  be  plant- 
ed; their  doors  stmid  now' open;  tliey  fear. 
*ncither  robbing  nor  spoiling;  and  where tliere 
•was  tiothinw  before  ucard  nor  seen « in  those, 
•parts  hat  bloodshed,  opprosiiotis,  complaints, 
ftnd  outcries,  tlicy  now  n\'e  every  man  peae^^ 
nbly  under  his  own  fig-^ec;  and  all  tAeir  for- 
-tner  cries  and  complaitits  tttrncd  only  intoi 
iprayers  to  God  for  their  king,  under  tv horn  they 
ien)oy  such  case  and  happy  quietness.    The 

•  Marches,  beyond  an4  on  this  skIc  Twetid,  are 
as  fruitful  and  as  peaceable  as -most  parts  of 
England.  If,  after  all  this,  there-  shall  be  a 
seissure,  what  inconvendence  will  follow,  judge 
you.  And  as  fo*  tlw  inconveniences  that  are 
■jfearod  on  England's  pa«,  it  is  adledged,  that 
-the  Scots  arc  a  populous  natioa;  they  shall  be 
harboured  in  our Jucst ;  they  shall  be  planted 
and  flourish  in  our  good'scrilj  they  shall  eat 
our  commons  hare,  and  make ns  lean.-  These^ 
are  foolish  and  idle  surmises.  That^  which Toti 
possess,  tliey  are  not  to  enjoy ;  :by  Ian'"  they  i 
Cannot,  nor  by  my  partiali t^  they  shall  Aoi: 
for,  set  apart  conscience  antiiionoar  (whicbiJf 
I  should  set  apart  indeed,  I  had*  rather  wish 
myiclf  to  be  set  apart,  and  out  of  all  being) 
can  any  maa  condudc,  either  out  of  conunon 


I  reason  or  eood  policy,  that  I  will  prefer  those 
jAvhicfa  peraapt^  I  shall  n^Ver  see,  or  but  ^y 
post,  lor  a  month,  before  those  with  whom  I 
iBUSt  alivays  dwell?    C&n  they  conquer  or 
j  o«ercoftie  you  with  swaritis  of  people,  as  the 
I  Gdthes  and  the  Vandals  did  Italy  ?     Surely 
I  the  world  knows,  they  are  nothing  so  popoiotn 
as  yon  are ;  And  Although  they  have  had  the 
honbur  an<t  good  fortune  never  to  be  conquer- 
ed ;  yet  wore  thfey  e\er  but  upon  the  defensive 
part,  and  m«y  'm  a  part  tliank  their  hilb  and 
maCcessible   passages,-  that    preserved    them . 
from  an  utter  overthn>«r,  at  the  hands  of  all 
that  pretendod  to  conquer  th^n.    Or  are  they 
so  very  poor  an.d  miserable  in  their  o>vn  habi- 
tations, that  necessity  slioukl  force  them  alt  to 
make  incursions  among  you  ?   'And  for  my 
part,  when  I  have  two  nations  under  ray  govt, 
can  you  unagine,  I 'will  respea  the  lesser,  and 
neplect  tlie  greater?    Would  I  not  think  it  a 
less  evil  and  ha7ard  to  ii&e,  that  tlie  plague 
were  at  Northnm|^on,  or  Berwick,  thau  at 
London,  so  near  Westnihister,  the  scat  of  tny 
habitatioil,  and  of  ray  wife  and  children?  WiU 
not  a  man  be  niore  careful  to  que^h  the  fire 
taken  in  his  nearest  neighbour's  hoiise,  than  if 
a  whole  town  were  a-fire  afar  from  him?    You 
kBO«t  that  I  am  carchit  to  preserve  the  wooc& 
ai>d  gaoie  tiiroughout  all  England,  nay,  throu^ 
alLtbe  isle;  yet  none  of  you  doubts,  but  tto 
I  would  be  more  %f¥ended  with  any  disorder  in 
the  forest  of  Waltliam,  for  stealing  of  a  stag 
there,  which  lieth  as  it  ttere  under  my  nose, 
'and  in  a  manner  joineth  wkh  my  garden,  than 
with  cutting  of  timber,  or  stealing  of  a  deer, 
iu  arty  forest  of  the  north  part»  of  Yorkshire, 
or  tlie  bishoprick*    Think  you,-  that  I   will 
prefer  them  ttiat  be  absent,  less  powerful,  and 
fartlier  offi  to  do  me  good  or  hurt,  before  you, 
with  wlfom  my  security  and  living  nwistbe, 
:And  ivherc  I  desire  to  plant  my  poSterify?    If 
J  might;  by  any  such  favours,  raee  myself  to  a 
groatness,  itmiglit  be  probable:  all  I  cannot 
:dpaw;  and  to  lose  a  whole  state  here,  to  please 
'«  few  therej  were  madness.    I  need  speak  no 
•mora  of  this  with  protestations :  speak  but  of 
a  wit,  it  is  nrtt  likely ;  -and  to  doUbt  of  my  in- 
itcntion"  iji  this,- were  more  than  devilish.    For 
mine  c^n  p«art,  I  oiler  more  than  I  receive ; 
.and  CoiYveuiency  I  prefer  before   lew,  in  thu 
point.     For  three  parts,'  wherein  I  might  hurt 
tlus  nation,  by  partiaUty  t&  the  Scots,  you 
ktiow,  do  ^bsolu^y  lie  in  my Jiatids  and  po««^ 
4jr :  fir  cither  int  Disposition  of  Rentd,  or  what- 
soever ^bcn^fit,  or  iu  tlie  preferring  of  them  to 
any  dfgDity  or  .o^Bfljei  civil  or  ecclesastical,  o# 
in  caDmgtheril' teethe 'pari<;  it  doth  aU  Mj 
and  only  tie  wii^itPthe  compass  of  my  prenh 
.gativ«;  tvhith  are  ther  parte  whereitt  the  Scot- 
•tithnien^can  receive  eidier  benefit  or  prefer- 
ment h^  the  Union;  and  wherein,  for  the  care 
il  have  of  this  pQC^ple^'^I  am  o^tent  to  bioA 
:myself:with  som6  reasonable  Tcstricdons.    As 
for.  the  fourth  pint,  the  Naturalizing,  whidi 
only  heth  in  ^tfr  hands^  it  is  the -foint  where- 
in they  receive  le^'  beAefit  of  dby:  kt  ift 
thatthisy  can  ^btftia  itbthing  bot  wfaM  tb^ 
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buy  by  their  purse,  or  acquire  by  the  sdf-same 
means  that  ^ft^u  do.     And  as  for  the  point  of 
Naturalizing,  which  is  the  point  tlwught  so  fit, 
and  so   precisely  belonging  to  pari.;  not  to 
^eak  of  the  Common  Law,  wheroin  as  yet  I 
can  profess  no  great  knowledge,  but  in  tl^e 
Civil  Law,  wherein  I  am  a  little  better  versed, 
and, which,  in  the  pomt  of  conjunction  of  na- 
tions, should  bear  a  great  sway,  it  being  the 
Law  of 'N^xions;  I  will  maintain  two  princi- 
ples in  it,  which  no  learned  and  grave  civiliun 
will  deny;  as  being  clearly  to  be  proved,  both 
out  of  the  text  itself,  in  many  places,  ^nd  also 
out  of  the  best  approved  doctors  and  inter- 
preters of  that  law:  the  one,  that  it  is  a  spe- 
cial point  of  the  king^  own  prerogative,  to 
make  aliens  citizens,  and  ^  donarc  civitate:* 
the  other,  that  in  any  case,  wherein  the  law  is 
thought  not  to  be  cleared  (as  some  ol*  your- 
selves do  doubt,  that  Iki  this  case  of  the  <  poijt- 
nati'  the  jaw  of  England  doth  not  clearly  de- 
termine) then  in  such  a  question,  wherein  no 
Dositiv^  law  is  resolute,  ♦  rex  est  iudex;*  for 
ke  is  '  rex  k>quens,'  and  is  t<5  supply  the  law, 
where  the  law  wants:  and  if  many  tamous  his- 
tories be  to  be  believed,  they  pve  the  exam- 
ple for  maintaining  of  this  law  in  the  persons 
of  the  kings  of  England  and  France  especially, 
^hosc  special  prerogative  they  alledge  it  to  be. 
But  this  I  speak  only  as  knowing  what  be- 
longeth  to  a  king;  although  in  this  base  I  press 
no  further  than  that  which  may  agree  with 
your  loves,  and  stand  with  the  weal  and  con- 
veiriency.  of  both  nations.    And  whereas  some 
may  think  this  Union  will  brin^;  prejudice  to 
some  towns  and  corporations  withm  England; 
it  may  be,  a  merchant  or  two  of  Bristol  or  Yar- 
mouth may.  have  an  hundred  pounds  less  in  his 
pack ;  but  if  the  empire  gain,  and  become  tlie 
greater,  it  is  no  matter.     You  see  one  corpora- 
tion is  ever  against  another;  and  no  private  com- 
pany can  be  set  up  but  with* some  loss  to  another. 
Fourth:  for  the  supposed  Inconveniences  ri- 
sing from  Scotland,  they  are  three :  1st,  that 
there  is  an  evil  affection  in  the  Scottish  nation 
to  the  Union :  next,  the  Union  is  incompatible 
between  two  such  nations :  Srdly^  that  the  gain 
is  small,  or  uoue :  if  this  be.  so,  to  what'end 
<io  we  t^k  of  an  Union? — For  proof  of  the  1st 
point,   there  is   aUedged  an  aversness  in  the 
dcottish  nation,  expret^sed  in  the  Instrument, 
Loth  in  the  pre&ge  and  body  of  their  act :  in 
tlie  preiace,  where  they  declare,  that  they  will 
iCcmain  an  absolute  and  free  monai'chy ;  and  in 
the  body  of  the  act,  where  they  make,  an  ex- 
ception of  the  ancient  fundamental  laws  of  that 
kingdom.— And  1st,  fiir  the  general,  of  their 
aversness.  All  the  main  current  in  yonr  Lower 
House  can  this  whole  session  of  pari,  with  that 
opinion,  thai  Sco^and  was  so  greedy  of  this 
Union,  and  apprehended,  tha^  they  should  re-, 
ccive  so  much  benefit  by  it,  as  they  cared  not 
for  the  strictness  of  any  conditions,  so  they 
might  attain  to  the  substance ;.  and.  yet  you 
npw  say,  they  are  backwards,  and  averse  from 
tb^  Unipu,    This  is  a.  direct  contradiction  <  in 
gdjecto :'  for  how  can  they  both  be  beggars 


and  backwards,  in  one  and  the  self-same  thin^, 
at  the  same  tune  ? — But,  for  Answer  to  the  Pai"^ 
ticuhtrs,  it  is  an  old  shod  point,  *  ejus  est  ex-* 
plicare,  cujus  est  condere  :*  you  cainiot  inter-r 
pret  their  laws,  nor  they  your»:  I,  that  nmdc 
therm,  with  their  assent,   can   hc-^t   expound  -♦ 
them. — And   1st,  I  confess,  that  the  English 
parliaments  are  so  long,  and  the  Scottish  so 
short,  that  a  mean  between  them  would  do 
well:  for  the  shortness  of  their  continuing  tu-» 
gethcr  was  die  cause  of  their  hasty  mistaking, 
by  setting  these  words,  of  exception  offundn- 
mental   hiws,   in  the  body  of  tlie  act ;  which 
they  only  did,  in  pressing  to  imitate,  word  by 
word,  ■  the   English   Instrumeiu,  wherein  the 
iame  words   be   contained  in  your  Prcfacr. 
And  as  to  their  meaning  and  interpretation  of 
that  word ;  I  will  not  only  deliver  it  unto  you, 
out  of  mine  own  conceit,   but  a^  it  was  deli- 
vered onto  me  by  the  lawyers  of  Scotland, 
both  cAunselloi-s,  and  other  lawyers,  who  were 
at  tlic  making  thereof  in  Scotland,  and  were 
commissionoTs   here   for  performance  o£  the    - 
same. — ^Their  meaning  in  the  word,  of  funda- 
mental Laws,  you  shall  perceive  more  fully 
hereafter,  when  I  handle  the  Objection  of  the 
Dbflcrencc  of  the  Laws ;  for  they  intend  there-* 
by  only  those  laws,  whereby  confusion  is  avoid- 
ed,  and  their  kings  descent  maintained,  and 
the  heritage  of  tlie  succession  and  monarchy, 
which  hath  been  a  kingdom,  to  which  1  de- 
scent, 800  years  before  Christ;  not  meaning 
it,  as  you  do,  of  their  Common  Law ;  for  they 
have  none,  but  that  which  is  called  ^jus  regis:*" 
and  their  desire  of  continuing  a  free  monarchy, 
was  only  meant,  that  all  such  particular  privi- 
leges (whereof  I  spake  before^  should  not  be 
so  confounded,  as,  for  want  either  of  magis- 
trate, law,  or  order,  they  might  fall  into  such  a 
confusion,  as  to  become  like  a  naked  province, 
without  law  or  liberty,  under  this  kingdom.    I 
hope  you  mean  not,  I  should   set  garrisons 
over  tjbem,  as  the  Spaniards  do  over  Sicily  and' 
Naplw;   or  govern  them   by  commissioner?, 
which  are  seldom  found  succeodingly  all  wise 
and  honest  men«     This  I  must  say  for  Scot- 
land, and  may  truly  vaunt  it ;-  here  I  sit,  and- 
govern  it  witli  my  pen;  I  write,  and  it  is  done  ;- 
and  by  a  clerk  of  the  council  I  govern  Scot-  . 
land  now,  which  others,  could  not  do   by  the 
sword.     And  for  their-  aversness  in  their  heart 
against  the  Union  ;.  it  is  true  iiKlced,  I  protest, 
they  did  never  crave  this  Union  of  me,  nor 
sought  it,  either  in  private,  or  the  state  by  let- 
ters, nor  ever  once  did  any  thing  of  that  na- 
tion press  me  forward,  or  wish  me  to   accele- 
rate that  business ;  but  on  the  other  part,  they 
offered  always  to  obey  me,  when  it  should 
come  to.tliem;  and  nw  honest  men,  that  de- 
siie  my  greatness,  have  been  thus  minded,  for 
the  personal  reverence  and  regard  they  bear 
unto  your  person,  and  any  of  my  rea$)nahle 
and  jast  desires.     I  know  therj  are  many  lij-^ 
gots  amongst  theip,.  I  mean  a  number  of  sedi- 
tious and  discontented  particular  persons,  as 
mast  be  in   all  commonwealths,  that  where 
they    dare,    ma^  pcrad venture;    talk    Icwdlv 
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enough ;  bat  no  Scotttshman  ever  spake  d»- 
bonourably  of  Eo|(Uuid  ia  ptU*!.  For  here 
xnugt  I  note  unto  you  the  difference  of  the  two 
parliaments  in  chc>e  two  kingdoms :  for  there 
they  must  not  speak,  without  the  chancellor's 
leave :  and  if  any  man  do  propound  or  utter 
any>  seditious  or  uncomely  speeches,  he  is 
straight  iuterruptcd  and  silenced  by  the  chan- 
cellor's authority;  wliereas  here,  the  liberty 
for  any  man  to  speaL  what  he  list,  and  as  long 
as  he  iibt,  was  tiie  only  cause  he  was  not  intei^ 
rupted.—It  bath  been  objected,  that  there  is  an 
antipathy  of  tlie  La^s  and  Customs  of  these 
two  nations.  It  is  much  mistaken;  for  Scot- 
land hath  no  Common  Law,  as  here ;  but  the 
law  they  have,  is  ot*  three  sorts : — All  the  Law 
of  Scotland  for  Tenures,  Wards  and  Liveries, 
Sigoioncs,  and  Lands,  are  drawn  out  of  the 
chancery  of  England;  and  for  matters, of 
Equity,  and  in  many  things  else,  diflfers  from 
you,  but  in  certain  terras.  James  L  bred  here 
in  Engiimd,  brought  the  laws  thither,  in  a 
wriuen  hand. — 1  he  2nd  is  Statute  LawB,  which 
be  their  acts  of  pari.;  wherein  they  have 
power,  as  tou,  to  make  and  alter  laws ;  and 
ttiosG  may  be  looked  into  by  you  ;  for  I  hope 
you  shall  be  no  more  strangers  to  that  nation*, 
and  the  principal  work  of  this  Union  will  be  to 
reconcile  the  statute  laws  of  both  kingdoms. — 
The  3rd  is  the  Civil  Law.  James  V.  brought 
it  out  of  France^  by  establishing  the  sessions 
there,  according  to  the  form  of  the  Court  of 
Parliament  of  France,  which  he  bad  seen  in 
tlic  time  of  his  being  there ;  who  pccupy  there 
the  place  of  civil  judges,  in  all  matters  of  plea 
or  controv'Lr>y;  yet  not  to  govern  absolutely 
by  the  Civil  Law,  as  in  France.  For  if  a  man 
plead,  that  the  law  of  the  nation  is  otherwise, 
It  is  a  bar  to  the  Civil ;  and  a  good  chancellor, 
or  president,  will  oftentimes  repel,  and  put  to 
silence  and  ar^ment,  that  the  lawyers  bring 
out  of  the  Civil  Law,  where  they  have  a  Clear 
solution  in  their  own  law:  so  as  the  Civil 
Law,  in  Scotland,  is  admitted  in  no  other 
cases,  but  to  supply  such  cases,  wherAi  the 
Municipal  Law  is  clefective.  Then  may  you 
see,  it  is  not  so  liard  a  matter,  as  is  thought, 
to  reduce  that  country  to  be  united  with  you 
under  this  law ;  nor  yet  have  any  old  common 
law  of  their  own,  but  such  as,  in  effect,  is  bor- 
rowed from  yours.  And  for  their  Statute 
4Law8  in  pari,  you  may  alter  and  change  them, 
as  often  as  occasion  shall  require,  as  you  do 
here.  It  hath  likewise  been  objec^ted,  as  ano- 
ther Impediment,  that,  in  the  pari,  of  Scot- 
land,  the  king  hath  not  a  negative  voice,  but 
roust  pass  ail  the  laws  agreed  on  by  the  lords 
and  commons.  Of  this  I  can  best  resolve 
you ;  for  I  am  the  eldest  parliament  man  in 
ScutJand,  and  have  sat  in  more  pariiaments 
than  any  of  my  predecessors.  I  can  assure 
you,  that  the  Form  of  Parliament  there  is 
nothing^ inclined  to  popularity.  About  a-20 
days,  or  suoli  a  /ime,  before  the  pari,  procla- 
matioi)  is  made  throu;;hout  the  Idn^om,  to 
deliver  into  the  King's  Clerk  of  Register  (whom 
you  here  call  the  Alaster  of  the  Itolls)  all  biUs 


to  be  exhibited  that  session,  before  a  certain 
d$y,  Theii  are  they  brought  onto  the  kksg, 
and  perused,  and  considf^red  by  him;  «id 
only  such,  as  I  allow  of^  are  putinto  the  cbsn- 
celioHs  hands,  to  be  propounded  to  the  parL 
and  none  others:  and  it'  any  man  in  pmiL 
speak  of  any  other  matter,  tlum  is  in  this  Iroma 
nrst  allowed  by  me ;  the  chancellor  telb  him, 
there  is  no  such  bill  allowed  by  the  kin^ 
Besides,  when  they  liave  passed  them  feu*  laws^ 
they  are  presented  unto  me,  and,  with  my 
sceptre  put  into  my  hand  by  the  chancellor,  I 
must  say,  I  ratify  and  approve  all  things  done 
in  this  present  pari,  and  if  there  be  any  thin^ 
that  I  dishke,  they  rase  it  out  before,  if  this 
may  be  called  a  negative  voice,  tlien  I  bave 
one,  I  am  sure,  in  £at  pari.  The  last  Impe* 
diment  is  the  French  Liberties;,  wluch  are 
thought  so  great,  a^,  except  the  Scots  foisaka 
France,  England  cannot  be  united  to  them. 
If  the  Scottish  nation  wotld  be  so  unwilline  to 
leave  them,  as  is  said,  it  would  not  He  in  tnoir 
hands;  for  the  League  was  never  made  be* 
tween  the  people,  as  is  mistaken,  but  betwixt 
the  princes  only,*  and  their  crowns.    The  be* 

f  inning  was  by  a  Message  from  a  king  of 
ranee  (Chariemagne,  I  tie  it ;  but  I  cannot 
certainly  remember)  unto  a  king  of  Scotland, 
for  a  League  Defensive  and  Offensive,  between 
us  and  them,  agaihst  England  ;  France  being 
at  that  time  in  wars  with  England.  The  lik^ 
at  that  time,  was  then  desued  by  Enghmd 
against  France;  who  also  sent  their  ambas- 
sadors to  Scotland.  At  the  first,  the  dikrata- 
tion  was  lon^  maintained  in  fovour  of  £n|tand ; 
that  they  being  our  nearest  neighbours,  joined 
in  one  continent,  and  a  strong  and  powerfiil 
nation,  it  was  more  fit,  for  the  weal  and  secu- 
rity of  the  state  of  Scotland,  to  be  ia  league 
and  amity  with  them,  than  with  a  country, 
though  never  so  strong,  yet  diridcd  by  sea 
from  us ;  especially  England  lying  betwixt  as 
and  them,  where  we  might  be  sure  of  a  sodden 
mischief,  but  behoved  to  abide  the  hazard  of 
wind  and  weather,  and  other  accklents,  that 
might  hinder  our  relief.  But  after,  when  the 
contrary  part  of  the  argument  was  maintained; 
wherein  allegation  was  made,  that  Endand 
ever  tought  to  conauer  Scotland,  and  there- 
fore, in  regard  of  their  pretended  interest  in 
the  kin<^dom,  would  never  keep  any  sound 
amity  with  them,  longer  than  they  saw  their 
advantage;  whereas  France,  lying  more  re- 
mote, and  claiming  no  interest  in  the  king- 
dom, would  therefore  be  found  a  more  con- 
stant friend;  it  vras  unhappily  concluded  in 
favour  of  the  last  party ;  through  which  occa- 
sion, Scotland  got  many  mischidfii  after.  And 
it  is,  by  the  very  tenor  thereof,  ordered  to  be 
renewed  and  conformed,  from  king  to  king, 
successively ;  which  accordingly  wsB  ever  per- 
formed by  the  mediation  of  their  ambassador^ 
and  therefore  merely  personal ;  and  so  was  k 
renewed  in  the  queen  my  mother's  time,  oo^ 
between  the  two  kino,  and  not  by  assefitts 
pari,  or  convention  of  three  e8tates,*wttch  it 
cottid  never  have  wanted^  if  it  bad  bees  i 
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league  between  the  people.    And  in  my*  time, 
when  it  came  to  he  ratified,  because  it  ap- 
peared to  be  tn  odium  tertii,  it  vfka  by  me  left 
unrenewed  or  confirmed,  as  a  thin^  ino^mpa- 
tibte  to  my  person,  in  consideration  of  mv 
title  to  this  crown.    Some  Privileges  indeed, 
in  the  merchants  favour,  for  point  of  com- 
merce, were  renewed  and  con6rmed  in  my 
time ;  wherein,  for  my  part  of  it,  there  was 
scarce  three  counsellors  more  than  my  secre- 
tary, to  whose  place  it  b*»longed,  that  meddled 
in  that  matter.    It  is  true,  that  it  behooved 
to  be  en  termed  (as  they  Call  it)  in  the  Court  of 
Parliament  of  Paris ;  but  that  only  serves  for 
publication,  and  not  to  give  it  authority ;  that 
pari,  as  you  know,  being  but  a  judicial  scat  of 
judges  and  lawyers,  and  nothing  agreeing  with 
the  definition  or  office  of  our  parliaments  ia 
this  isle.     And  therefore,  that  any  fruits  or 
privileges,    possessed    by    the    League    with 
France,  is  able  now  to  remain  in  Scotland,  is 
impossible;    for  ye  may  be  sure,  that  the 
French  king  stays  only  upon  the  sight  of  the 
ending  of  uiis  Union,   to  cut  it  off  himself: 
otherwise,  when  this  great  work  were  at  an 
end,  I  would  be  forced,  fgr  the  general  care  I 
owe  to  all  my  subjects,  to  crave  of  France  like 
privileges  to  them  all,  as  Scotland  already  en- 
joys; seeing  the  personal  friendship  remains 
as  great  between  us,  as  between  our  progeni- 
tors, and  all  my  subjects  must  be  alike  dear 
unto  me;  which  either  he  wiU  never  grant, 
and  so  all  will  fall  to  the  ground ;  or  else  it 
will  turn  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  island : 
and  so  the  Scottish  Privileges  -cannot  hold 
longer,  than  my  league  with  France  lasteth. 
And  for  another  argument,  to  prove,  that  this 
League  is  only  between  the  Kings,  and  riot 
between  the  People ;  they,  which'  have  pen- 
sions, or  are  privy  mtelligence-givcrs  in  France, 
without  my  leave,  are  in  no  better  case  by  the 
Jaw  of  Scotland,  than  though  pensioners  to 
Spain.    As  for  the  Scottish  Guard  \n  France, 
the  beginning  thereof  was,  when  an  carl  of 
Boghan  was  sent  in  aid  of  the  French,  with 
10,000  men ;  and  there  being  made  constable, 
and  having  ol^ained  a  victory,  was  murthcrcd, 
with  the  most  of  the  Scottish  army.    In  re- 
compence  whereof,  and  for  a  future  security 
to  the  Scottish  nation,  the  Scottish  Guard  was 
ordained  to  have  the  privilege  and  prerogative, 
before  all  other  Guards,  in  guarding  the  king's 
person.    And  as  for  the  last  point  of  this  sub- 
division, concerning  t]|p  Gain,  that  England 
may  make  by  this  Union ;  I  think  no  wise, 
nor  honest  man  will  ask  any  such  question. 
For  who  is  so  ignorant,  that  doth  not  know, 
the  gain  vinll  be  great  ?  Do  you  not  gain  by  the 
Unioh  of  Wales  f  And  b  not  Scotland  greater 
than  Wales  ?  Shall  not  your  dominions  be  in- 
creased, or  lands,  seas,  and  persons,  added  to 
your  greatness  f  And  are  not  your  lands  and 
seas  adjoining;  For  who  can  set  down   the 
limits  of  the  Borders,  but  as  a  mathematical 
Kae  or  i(^ea?  Then  will  that  backkloor  hie  shut, 
and  those  ports  of  Janu^  be  for  ever  clqsed  : 
^  sbaQ  have  tJifOK,  that  were  your  enemies 


to  molest  you,  a  sure  back  to  defend  you; 
their  bodies  shall  be  your  aids,  and  they  must 
be  partners  in  all  your  quarrels.    Two  snow- 
balls put  together,  make  one  the  greater ;  two 
houses  joiued,  make    one   the  larger;    two 
casde^walls,  made  in  one,  makes  one  as  thick, 
and  strong;  as  both.  '  And  do  you  not  sec,  in 
the  Low  t'-oun tries,  how  available  the  English, 
and  the  Scottish  are,  being  joined  togediei? 
This  is  a  point  so  pl^in,  as  no  man',  tliat  hath 
wit  or  honebty,  but  must  acknowledge  it  feel- 
ingly.    And  where  it  is  objected,  that  ^ho 
Scottishmen  are  not  tied  to  the  service  of  the 
king  in  the  wars,  above  40  days;  it  is  an  igno- 
rant mistaking :  for  the  truth  is,  that,  iu  re- 
spect the  kingij  of  Scotland  did  not  so  abound 
in  treasure  and  inoney^  to  taker  up  an  army 
under  pay^    a^   tlie   kings  of  England   did; 
tlierefore    was    the    Scottish   army   wont   to 
be  raised  only  by   proclamation,   upon   the 
penalty  of  their  breach  df  allegiance;  so  as 
they  were  all  forced  to  come  to  the    war, 
like  snail^,  who  carry  their  house  about  with 
them;  <5very  nobleman  and  gentleman  bring-r 
ing  with  them  their  tents,  money,  provision 
for  their  house,  victuals  of  all  sorts,  and  all 
other  necessaries,  the  king  supplying  them  of 
nothing :  necessity  thereupon  enforcing  a  warii- 
ing  to  be  given,  by  the  proclamation,  of  the 
space  of  t^ir  attendance,  without  which,  they 
could  not  make  their  provision  accordingly; 
especially  as  long  as   they  were  within  the 
bounds  of  Scotland,  where  it  was  not  lawful 
for  them  to  help  themselves  byjthe  spoil  or 
wasting  the  country.     But  neither  is  there  any 
law,  prescribing  precisely  such  a  certain  num- 
ber of  days ;  nor  yet  is  it  without  the  limits 
of  the  king's  power,  to  keep  them  together  as 
many  more  days  as  he  list;  to  renew  his  pro- 
clamations, from  time  to  time,  some  reason- 
able number  of  days  before  the  expiring  of 
tlie  former ;  they  being  ever  bound  t*)  servo 
and  wait  upon  him,  though  it  were  an  hundreth 
year,  if  need  were.     Now,  to  conclude ;  I 
am  glad  of  this  occasion,  that  I  might  *  libe- 
rare  anlmarp  meam.'    You  are  now  to  recede; 
when  you  meet  again,  remember,  I  pray  you, 
the  truth  and  sincerity  of  iny  meaning;  which, 
in  seeking  Union,  is  only  to  advance  the  great- 
ness of  your  empire  seated  here  in  Eli^Iand  '^ 
and  yet  with  such  caution  I  wish  it,  as  maj 
stand  with  the  weal  of  both  states.    Wliat  is 
now  desired,    hath  oft  before .  betn  sought, 
when  it  could  not  be  obtained;  to  refuse  it 
now  then,  were  doubFe  iniquity.-   Strengthen 
your  own  felicity.     I.ondon  must  be  the  seat 
of  your  king,  and  Scotland  joined   to   this 
kingdom  by  a  golden  conquest,  but  cemented 
with   love,  as  t  said  before;  which,  witliin, 
will  make  you  strong  against  all  civil  and  in- 
testine rebellion;  as,  without,  we  will  be  com- 
passed and  guarded  with  our  walls  of  brass. 
Judge  me  charitably,  since  in  this  I  seek  your 
equal  good ;  that  so   both  of  you  might  be 
made  fear!bl  to   your   enemies,  powemil   iui 
yourselves,  and  available  to  your  friend^.  Study 
therefore;'  hereafter,   to  make  a  good  con- 
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§oId  and  silver.    X  noder^tand,  that  some  havQ 
interpreted  my  words,  a$  expressing  a  desire 
and  proposition  of  a  perfect  Union.    I  have 
i^ot  studied  (as  I  said)  to  give  a  full  answer  tQ 
such  interpreters;  but  I  knpw  you  cjmi  put  a 
difference  between  wjse  men  and  fools:  fooi^ 
handle  things  either  with  subtiUty,  origaorance  ; 
wise  i^en,  with  substance^  and  sohd  argument.. 
I  propounded  ever,  and  so  I  cr^ve  at  your  haadst 
an  a^Qlute  ^nd  full  Union,  bu^  not  a  perfect 
Union;  such  an  Union  as  mast  have  that  pre- 
paration, whicJi  is  made :  and,  because  I  spake 
of  an  absolute  Unio.p,  tQ  say,  or  think,  I  wishect 
notliin^  in  ilie  mc^m  tjipe,  were  absurd.     But 
it  is  inos^t  true,  I  ev^r  \vishcd  such  an  Uuion^ 
as  there  might  b^  <  unu^  rex,  unus  grex,  una 
lex.*    *rhe$e  m^D,  that  tjius  interpret,  mark 
thorn  well ;  ^nd  yqu  $hall  hn4,   that  they  pro- 
pound, and  pray  for  that,  they  yyauld  most  shun : 
*  probfiftc  Spirites  ;*  and  sc^  if  they  give  you 
not  gu^ided  pills ;  whether  they  Imvc  not  *  me^ 
iq  ore,  fel  in  ci>rde.'    Something  nau^t  be  done, 
you  a(l  coqfess ;  |he  devil  hiui^eif  cai;c^t  ^eny. 
It:  then  wfca^  preparation  cai)  you  have,  or 
wish,  other  than  hs^th  been  ?  This  is  but  as  if 
a  surgeon  should  let  blood  on  the  contrary  side^ 
to  let  out  the  ill  huniaur.— You  would  hav^  ^. 
Cbmmi;>sion,  to  prepare  for  tiiis  yoor  perfect 
Union,  wheu  yourselves  have,  yi  the  bcgiuuing, 
prcgpounded  it>  hi^ve  enacted  it,  that  commis- 
sioners of  both  qatioas  should  meet  and  treat ;. 
and  thcsp  commis&iontcrs,  of  )'our  own  choice, 
for  your  part,  being  met,    have  deliljeraidy. 
propounded,  have  maturely  digested,  and  have 
advisedly  brought  fortli  something  in  tliat  form, 
whereupon  it  is  fit  you  should  proceed,  aiid 
now,  forsooth,  you  would  have  a  Commission. 
I  will  never  grant  a  commission  :  It  shall  never 

•I  remember 


elusion ;    ayoid   all   delays ;    cut  oiF  all  vain 

?iue»tion5 ;  that  your  king  may  have  his  law- 
ul  desire,  and  be  not  tlisgraced  in  his  just 
ends ;  and,  for  your  security  in  such  reasonable 
points  of  restrictions,  whereujpon  I  ain  to  ag'ce, 
ye  need  never  doubt  of  my  jnclination  :  ior  I 
will  not  say  any  thin^,  which  I  will  r,ot  pro- 
mise; nor  promise  any  thing,  whicli  I  \yill  not 
swear ;  what  I  swear,  I  will  si^n ;  and  wliat  I 
sign,  I  shall,  with  God's  grace,  ever  perform,'' 

2^he  King  explains  name  Doubts  in  hisjhrmer 
Speech.!'  When  the  Commons  were  returned 
to  their  house,  the  Speaker  signified  his  maj.'s 
pleasure  that  they  should  adjourn  to  the  20th 
of  ApriJ,  on  account  of  the  Easter  holidays. 
During  this  intermission,  tlie  King's  last  Speech 
bad  bepn  misrepresented  by  some  of  the  hear- 
ers, which  obliged  him  to  send  for  both  tl^e 
Hc^uses  again,  on  the  2d  of  May,  to  clei^r  up 
those  points  to  them  which  admitted  of  a  dou- 
ble meaning.  Accordingly,  the  ^;ing  delivered 
himself  in  these  words : — 
'  "  My  lords  and  you  gentlemen  of  the  lower 
house  of  pari. : — It  is  the  chiefe§t  comfort  erf  the 
sower,  to  so\y  his  seed  in  good  groun<J,  wher^ 
there  is  hope,  it  may  yield  fruit.  Since  I  last 
spake  unto  you,  T  have  heard,  hy  common  re- 
port, with  iyhat  applause  and  good  liking  my 
speech'  hath  been  received,  and  disgcsted :  I 
hope  you  continue  in  the  same  liking  Still;  and 
I  wish,  my  hope  mav  not  be  deceived ;  that 
my  seed  hath  not  fj\ften  into  stony,  or  sandy 
hearts ;  whereby  what  I  spt^ke  may  be  misaikeii, 
and  proi'e  barron,  by  preconceived  opinions ;  the 
growth  be  choaked^  forgotten,  or  carried  away 
by  the  fowls  of'  the  air,  or  preverted  conti-u,ry 
t(J  my  meaning.  For  my  part,  I  can  find  no 
sjinptoms  or  signs  in  the  f^wer  House,  by 
which  I  may  misjudge  rhem,  but  that  they  will 
proceed  in  the  same  course  of  particular  pre- 
paration, that  Ihey  began  in  :  as  for  the  Upper 
House,  there  hath  been  no  word  spoken  of  the 
niattcr  sine?  your  lust  meeting.  I  come  not 
iiiw  therefore  to  persuade  that,  which  is  already' 
begun  (having  no  doubt  in  either  of  y^ur  inch- 
nations)  but  to  facilitate,  and  make  the  w!,iy  fair 
for  your  going  on.  "  I  shall  do  but  the  part  of  a 
goo3  gardener,  to  prime,  and  ure^,  and  take 
away  the, weeds  and  brambles,  that  may  hinder 
the  springing  and  buddiiig  ofthis  good  plant. 
And  because  tlierc  arc,  and  may  be,  divers  ex- 
plications and  expositions  of  iny  Speech,  I  wns 
desirous  to  explain  myself  unto  you ;  for  (as  I* 
said  in  my  former  .Speech)  *  ejus  est  explicarc, 
cujus  est  condere.'  I  have  not  hindered*  auy 
speech ;  for  it  is  not  my  manner,  neither  have 
1  lime  to  do  it ;  only,  for  order-sake,  T  will  con- 
tain all  I  have  to  say,  under  three  hcafis';  viz, 
I.  To  interpret  mine  own  Meaning  in  my  for- 
mer Speech.  H  ***.  IH.  To  endeavolir  to^ 
set  before  you  some  Course  of  Proceeding  here- 
after.— I.  Upon  my  Speech  some  have  builded 
gold  and  MlverJ  some,  hay  and  stubble:  I  must 
be  as  a  fire  to  consume  and  burn  up  the  hay 
and  stubble,  and  to  sift  out  and  preserj^e  the 
•*— —     I         ■■    -..  I  — — ^^^^»— — ■— 
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have  my  consent,  or  allowance. — 
a  Speech  in  Hen.  VIU.'s  time,  in  tlie  pari. 
house  :  the  king,  propoupd^ed  souo^etlupg  whicli^ 
came  into,  th^  Uniae ;  oi\e  ip  tlje  Jioyse  said. 
That  he  thought  t\ie  king's  meaiync  was 
gOQC^  so  a^  it  were  accord 'ng  to  taw  :  I  pray 
(niy  masteis)  that  I  may  he^r^  no.  more  of •* 
such  foolish  diversipns,  and  aversions. — It  ia 
merely  idle  and  frivolous,  to  conceive,  tliat 
any  unperfcct  Union  is  desired,  or  can  bo. 
granted ;  it  is  no  more  unpcrfect,  as  now  it 
is  projected,  than  a  cliild  that  is  born  witliout 
a  bc;ird.  It  is  already  a  perfect  Union  in  me, 
the  head.  If  you  wanted  a  head,  that  i?. me, 
your  king  over  you  all  ;^r  if  you  were  of  your- 
selves R,o  body ;  tl?cn  you  had. reason  to  say,. it 
were  unperfipct ;  but  ij;  is  n,ow  p^foct  in  my 
title  and  descent,  though  it  b<?  not  an  accom- 
plished and  full  Union;  for  that  Urac  must 
ripen  and  wor^. — ^Whcn  a  child  is  in  the  mo- 
tiler's  womb,  though  it  ha^th  all  the  lineameau. 
aad  parts  of  a  .bo^,  yet  it  is  but  au  embno,^ 
and  no  child;  and^shall^  be  born- in  his.dp^.. 
time:  w.hen  it.  is  born,  tliough  it  then  be,  a 
perfect  child,  yet  it  is  no  man ;  it  must  gatljier 
strengitb  apcl  perfection  by  time:  even  sQ^is 
it  in  this  case  of  Unipa,  The  Union  is  per^ 
feet  in  me ;  that  is,  it  is  an  Union  ia^niy  bloo*^, 
find  title ;  yet  but  *  in  ambrionc*  periect.  tTpoa^ 
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the  late  queen's  death,  the  child  was  first 
brought  lo  light ;  but  to  itlake  it  a  perfect  man, 
to  bnhg  it  to  an  accottiplisht  Union,  it  must 
iiave  tiiile  and  means  *  htid  il'it  be  not  at  the 
first,  bhlfaiti  not  ttte ;  blame  time ;  blame  the 
order  of  nature. — I  remember,  at  the  beginning, 
wlien  1|  first  braved  an  Union,  my  desire  was 
to  have  a  perfect  Union  :  then  this  whole  body 
tlrewbaclc;  said,  It  could  not  be  dispa'trhrd 
«t  once ;  It  were  Ht  it  were  entered  intb  by  Uttie 
ttud  littie;  devbed»  hil  restrictions  they  could 
.  to  tic  it  within  bounds ;  ptodueed  simdry  pre- 
cedents of  the  like ;  *5  *** ;  dud  whfefi  I  would 
h^ve  had  a  more  full  ilnd  liberal  Commission, 
you  bounded  it  yourselVefs. — But  how  would 
you  have  a  perfect  Union,  but  by  this  pre- 
paration? By  bilk,  by  committee,  by  argu^ 
Incnt :  and  yet,  I  say  (usii>g  our  Saviour's 
^ords)  *  hoc  farite,  iriiud  non  omittite/ 
Mary!  I  would  not  hare  ydu  think  on  that 
to  be  done  to-dfty>  tliat  is  to  bfe  donfe  to^ 
morrow.  II;  The  2nd  part  of  my  division  is 
to  Answer  objections.  1.  One  objection"  is, 
Whilt  Gain  shall  we  liave  by  it  ?  I  thought  1 
bad' expressed  it  sufficiently  before.  But  do 
thev  ask,  what  Gain  ?  Is  it  hot  Gain  to  add  a 
nation  to  this ;  to  make  it  one  great  and  glo- 
-rious  empire ;  to  have  that  peopfe  to  join  their 
arms  and  strcnrth  with  you  upon  all  occasions; 
to  make  of  half  a  land  one  intire ;  to  add  to 
the  Splendor  of  the  king's  court;  to  tuni  curses 
into  blessings ;  to  turn  Wood  and  rapine  into 
peace  and  plenty )  remfemberiBg  always,  that 
you  have  the  blessing  of  the  seat  hei'e,  and  that 
this  is  the  center?  But  I  conless  it  is  good  to 
be  sometimes  far  from  the  prince's  court: 
*  procut  a  numine,  {)rocul  a  ^mine.*  But 
whetlier  that  be  «o  here,  or  no,  \  appeal  to  be 
judged  by  the  children  above  6  years  old  in 
London;*!  desire  that  the  commissioners  for 
these  parts  would  speak  as  they  find  :  I  desire 
no  other  witnesses  than  those  that  best  know. 
But  if  you  find  that  my  residence  here  doth 
hiu-m,  1  will  make  two  Offbrs :  one,  I  will  keep 
my  seat  alternatim,  in  the  several  countries  ;  I 
will  stay  one  year  in  Scotland,  and  another 
here,  as  some  otiier  kings  do,  that  have  several 
kingdoms :  the  other  is,  I  will  keep  my  court 
nearer  Scotland,  at  York  ;  at  some  place  there- 
abouts, so  as  you  and  Scotland  shall  be  both 
alike  *  procul  a  fulmine :'  and  I  protest,  I  will 
do'  either  of  thtesc,  if  you  think  it  for  your 
^od ;  and  if  I  shall  not  see  this  Union  likely 
to  go  forward,  I  will  do  it  howsoever.  Oliserve 
then  the  wandering  Objections  of  these  men  ; 
consider  of  the  substance  of  tliese  speeches, 
whether  they  ofier  you  not  gilded  pills.  I  fear 
me,  they  would  neither  be  found  wise,  nor 
honest,  if  they  be  examined  and  ripped  up : 
for  if  you  mark  it,  they  are  nothing  but  itera- 
tions of  my  Speeches,  which  I  would  be  sony 
to  hear  retorted  against  me.  2.  Oln^  The  2nd 
"Objection :  there  can  be  no  security  for  such 
cautions,  as  ^hall  be  agreed  on.  To  this  I 
cannot  tell  what"  to  answer ;  because  neither  I 
«m  weU  versed  nor  skilled  in  your  coramon- 
^aw, •fifo^you  ^ill  give  credit  to  the  Jod^os  in 


that,  which  they  can  say  in  this  point.  But  ^ 
%'iil  briiig  it  to  this  dilcfnfna;  either  T  can  gite 
security,  or  I  cannot :  if  I  can,  why  do  you  not 
yourselves  enter  into  consideration*  of  it,  and 
accept  it  ?  If  I  crinrtOt,  then  must  you  leave  all 
to  me,  after  the  pari,  to  do  what  I  iviH;  and  if 
jmy  thing  light  upon  you,  other  than  yoq 
looked  for,  you  must  take,  and  bear  that, 
which  yc/ur  own  folly  hath  brought  you  unto, 
because  you  did  not  prevent  it  in  time,  when 
it  was  in  your  hunds.  5.  Obj,  We  must  yield 
them  now  but  a  little,  because  we  must  keep 
them  In  appetite  :  for  yofi  s4y,  *  Turpius  ejici- 
tur,  quam  non  adlflbittitur  hospbs.'  Anste,  Wte 
are  noti  now  making  marri^iges  with  Spain ; 
this  is  no  new  contract  or  bargain,  that  requires 
precise  conditions.  *  Res  non  est  integra,^ 
Jhe  Union  and  bargain  is  already  made  ;  no- 
/thing  now  to  be  thought  on,  or  dealt  in,  but 
the*  means.  It  is  an  idle  thing  now  to  talk  of 
appetite.  It  is  true,  that  the  Lords  commend- 
ed a  perfect  Union  ;  but  I  am  sure  they  ever 
had  relation  to  the  instrument,  and  to  the 
course  that  was  taVen,  for  proceeding  by  tho 
degrees  therein  propounded;  neither  did  I 
ever  hear,  before  now,  of  any  man,  that  meant 
other,  than  this  proceeding  upon  the  first  In- 
strument. Now  shall  I  come  to  some  other 
Objections,  mpre  passionate  and  violent,  but 
more  idle,  and  of  less  weight  than  the  rest.  It 
is  affirmed,  that  the  taking  away  of  hostile 
laws  is  a  donative,  a  great  grace  and  favour; 
where  it  is  known,  as  now  they  stand,  they  do 
press  yourselves,  as  well  as  them  of  Scotland ; 
though,  by  the  Uiiion  that  is  already  made, 
they  lose  their  force  and  vigour.  It  is  true, 
that  it  is  fittest  to  take  them  away  by  pari,  be- 
cause they  were  established  by  pari,  but  all 
that  can  be  said;  is  n.o  more,  than  as  if  you 
should  say,  it  is  fit  to  take  hostile  laws  away, 
because  they  are  taken  away.  It  is  said  also, 
that  if  you  deal  by  bills,  they  are  like  to  have 
a  cold  efl^cct;  prejudginc  the  good  disposition 
of  the  whole  house.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of 
such  speeches,  against  duty,  almost  against  al- 
legiance. I  kuow  not  their  meaning,  except 
they  delight  to  sing  with  the  owl  upon  the  busn,^ 
&c.  It  is  a  strange  and  ominous  prophecy,, 
for  which  I  know  no  answer,  but  that  I  shall 
pray,  that  such  swallows  bring  but  one  summer 
with  them.  It  is  no  marvel,  if  men  of  that 
coat  have  neither  hopes  nor  feare  from  me ; 
and  fear  I  shall  be  well  advise**,  what  I  da 
with  them.  I  lookcfl  for  no  such  fruits  at  your 
hands  ;  such  personal  discourses  and  speeches, 
which,  of  all  other,  I  looked  you  should  avoid, 
as  nut  beseeming  the  gravity  of  your  asseni* 
biy.  I  am  your  king:  I  nin  placed  to  govern 
you,  and  shall  answer  for  your  errors :  1  am  a 
man  of  flesh  and  blood,  and  have  my  passions 
and  affections,  as  other  men  :  T  |»ray  you,  do 
not  too  far  move  me  to  do  that,' which  my 
power  may  tempt  me  unto.  Now  for  the 
Course  I  would  have  you  hold,  the  third  pare 
of  mv  division;  let  it  be  my  advice,  that  you 
do  all  things  with  reverence,  with  love ;  that  it 
iriay  seem^  you  have  duty,  respect,  and  caue 
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}o  please  him,  that  wiUy  by  all  bb  best  endea-> 
vours,  seek  to  give  you  contentment.  That 
speech  of  '  Love  me  litilei  and  love  me  loiig,' 
vi'as  a  damned  speech  ;  for  love  and  aSection 
must  be  ardent,  settled  upon  good  grounds, 
not  removable.  Men  die,  men  grow  cold; 
t)ut  daily  increase,  especially  in  brethren,  in 
two  dugs  of  one  breast,  in  children  towards 
their  parents.  I  would  wish  you  to  proceed 
with  order,  and  with  diligence,  -and  above  all, 
with  love  to  your  sovereign :  I  say,  with  the 
more  diligence ;  because  now  the  sickness  in- 
ceasing,  the  heat  of  the  year,  yea  your  own 
hay-harvest,  do  persuade  you  to  make  haste 
Into  the  country.  Make  no  more  doubts  than 
is  needfxil ;  wherever  a  thin^  is  made  doubtful, 
there  nothing  will  ever  come  to  perfection. 
If  any  doubts  do  arise,  make  me  acquainted 
M-iib  them;  pour  them  into  my  bosom;  I  will 
strive  to  give  you  satisfaction :  if  I  cannot 
answer,  or  satisfy  them,  let  the  blame  rest 
ppon  me.  And,  to  conclude,  I  desire,  that 
your  travels  may  be  such,  as  you  may  procure 
strangers  to  reverence  us,  our  enemies  to  fear 
us,  our  friends  to  be  glad,  our  subjects  to  re- 
joice with  you  and  me ;  that  tht;  world  may 
see,  there  is  an  Union  still  in  working  and 
proceeding :  that  you  beware  of  all  fanatical 
spirits,  all  extraordinary,  and  colourable  speech- 
es ;  that  there  be  no  distractions,  nor  oistem- 
pcrs,  among  you;  that  you  breed  not  con* 
tempt  to  the  great  work  so  well  begun,  and 
discouragement  to  others,  that  wish  well ;  that 
you  tempt  not  the  patience  of  your  prince ; 
and  finally,  that,  with  all  speed,  you  pro- 
ceed with  as  much  as  can  be  done  at  this 
time,  and  make  not  all  you  have  done  frus- 
trate." 

Complaint  against  the  Depredations  of  the  Spa' 
niardsJ]  A  bill  was  brought  into  pari,  this  ses- 
sion, entitled,  *  An  act  to  explain  anotlier, 
made  the  last  session  of  this  pari,  called,  An 
act  to  enable  all  his  maj.'s  loving  subjects  of 
England  and  Wales,  to  trade  freely  mto  the 
dominions  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France.* 
This  was  passed  into  a  law  and  may  be  seen  in 
the  printed  Statutes.  Bui  we  find,  by  the  Jour- 
nals, that  Spain  was  not  then  in  such  strict  amity 
with  us  as  to  suffer  a  free  tntde.  For,  on  the 
16th  of  May  a  Message  was  sent  from  the  Com- 
mons to  the  Lords,  by  sir  E.  Sandys  and  others, 
to  this  effect:  "  That  a  Petition,  directed  to  his 
maj.  and  the  high  court  of  uarl.  had  been  ex- 
hibited to  them,  by  several  merchants  of  this 
realm,  complaining,  grievously,  of  many  intole- 
rable wrong;}  and  injuries  that  had  been  offered 
^em,  by  the  subjects  of  Spain,  in  all  p.arts 
abroad  where  they  trade.  As  well  in  taking 
and  unjustly  detainii^  of  their  goods,  as  in 
bereaving  them  of  their  liberties ;  and  in  the 
cruel  usage  of  divers  of  them ;  either  by  com- 
mitting them  to  the  Gallies,  or  by  other  tor- 
tures.^ That  the  Lower  House  had  taken  the, 
taid  Complaint  to  heart,  and  examined  the 
tame,  as  iar  as  they  could,  not  being  able  to 
take  examination  of  the  adverse  partief,  be- 
ukg  of  a  foreign  nation.   Nevertheless,  they  find 


that  the  paiticulara  of  the  said  Complaiat^ 
being  20  in  number,  at  the  leafit,  are  for  the 
most  part  very  just;  insomuch,  that  thereby 
tbe^  conceive  that  a  dishonoiur  is  offered  to  his 
miy.  wrong  to  his  subjects,  and  disreputatioiixo 
tlie  whole  state.  That  thereupon,  thy  having 
etitered  into  consideration  ot  redress,  h^rc 
thought  fit,  in  regard  the  matter  concemeth  a 
foreign  nation,  that  is  in  amity  with  his  map. 
and  this  state,  to  forbear  to  proceed  thereioy 
any  otherwise  than  by  Petition  to  his  maj .  And 
they  earnestly  desire  ^their  loraships  wiU  be 
pleased  to  join  with  them  in  this  Petition  and 
that  for  their  better  information  therein,  xhey 
will  allow  of  a  Conference,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  their  lordships  shall  thiak  fit  to  ap- 
point.'' Answer.  That  because  the  Lords  do 
find  the  matter  to  be  of  so  great  weight,  both 
in  regard  to  form  and  substance,  they  will  take 
some  time  to  consider  of  it  maturely,  and  send 
them  a  fiiller  Answer  as  soon  as  they  can^  Bat 
it  was  not  till  the  8th  of  June,  that  the  Lords 
sent  to  acquaint  the  Commons  that  they  had 
considered  of  the  case,  and  desired  to  see  the 
Petition  which  the  merchants  presented  to 
them ;  and  that  then  they  would  return  further 
Answer  touching  the  Conference. — ^The  Peti* 
tion,  which  is  prmted  at  length  in  the  Journals 
of  thd  Commons,  was  sent,  according  to  denre, 
with  certain  Reasons  and  Articles  annexed  to 
it.  In^porting,  That  they  thought  it  needless 
to  send  the  Petitipn  before,  because  as  it  was 
insci:ibed  to  his  maj.  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  coort  of  part 
they  imagined  the  like  had  been  presented  to 
their  lorcbhips.  In  the  Petition  they  observed 
two  points;  1.  A  ComplainL  d.  A  Direction 
for  Kcmcdy.  That  they  had  only  examined 
the  Proofs  of  the  Complainants,  not  havipg 
power  to  convene  before  them  the  persons 
con^i^ined  of.  And,  in  their  judgments,  so 
far  as  they  could  examine,  the  Complaint  was 
just,  the  Grievances  great,  and  the  Remedy 
necessary.  X^or  the  2nd  point,  they  had  not 
entertained  any  purpose  to  meddle  with  that ; 
being  more  proper  for  his  maj.'s  wisdom  and 
clemency,  whose  subjects  were  all  under  his 
protection;  therefore  they  leave  it  wholly  ti» 
him,  and  do  now  only  renew  their  former  re* 
quest,,  that  Petition  may  be  made  to  his  maj. 
for  some  such  means  of  redress  as  in 'his 
princely  wisdom  shall  be  thought  fit.  3ut  we 
are  not  told  by  the  Journals,  whether  the 
Lords  joined  with  the  Commons  in  such  a  Pe- 
tition ;  nor  is  there  one  word  of  this  matter 
mentioned  in  any  of  our  historians,  by  which 
we  may  learn  whether  these  grievances  werc^ 
redressed  or  not. — July  4th,  1608,  the  pari 
was  prorogued,  by  commission,  to  the  10th  6f 
Feb.  following;  and  from,  that  time,  b j  four 
other  prorogations,,  to  the  9th  of  Feb.  1609. 
It  is  remarkable  XhsLt  there  was  no  Supply  ei- 
ther asked  or  granted  in  this  last  sessioo.  And 
indeed  what  was  hitherto  given  since  this  king's 
acctsstoa,  bears  no  proportion  to  tba  heavy 
taxes  laid  on  the  subject  at  tki#  lattsr  ciuL  tt 
the  last  xeign.  - 
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The  E.  of  Salishury  lays  before  Pari  the 
King's  Necessities.]  Feb.  9, 1609.  The  Ses- 
sion was  opeucd;  from  which  clay  the  lord 
chancellor  adjourned  the  house  to  the  14th. 
Ou  that  day  the  earl  of  Salisbury,  lord  trea- 
surer, in  a  set  speech  to  the  Lords,  which  he 
divided  into  two  parts,  took  occasion  to  in- 


a  motion,  proposed  by  ihe  committee  of  the 
other  iiouse,  "  That  his  maj.  uiifi;ht  be  made 
acquainted,  by  some  of  their  lorclships,  that  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  Commons,  that  some 
course  might  be  taken  concerning  Wardships 
and  Tenures."  Which  being  debated  among 
the  Lords,  they  aerecd  that  a  select  nuiuber  of 


form  their  Lordsfiips,  "  First,  by  mal;ing  a  i  their  house  should  be  chosen  to  acquaint  the 
particular  rolaiion  of  die  state  his  maj.  was  re-  |  king  with  the  Commons*  request.  Feb.  58. 
cluced  to,  botli  in  respect  to  his  prcjtnt  debts  j  There  was  a  long  debate  in  tlie  Commons,  on 
and  other  occasions  ot'oxjjence;  and  some  nc-  |  the  two  businesses  of  Support  and  Supply,  the 
'  ccssary  means  to  be  considered  of  for  a  pre-  heads  of  which  are  t^ivcn  in  their  Journals;  but 
jent  supply  fur  his  wantS)  and  support  of  his  j  are  acain  too  intricate  to  unravel.     We  sliali 


ix>yal  state  in  time  to  come ;  which  causes  he 
afiirmed  were  the  <:liicf  reason  for  calling  this 
session  of  pari.  Next,  concerning  the  Prince, 
w1k>,  though  already  duke  of  Cornwall  by  na- 
tural descent,  yet  was  to  be  created  prince  of 
Wales  and  earl  of  Chester.  For  the  Hrst  aguin. 
concerning;  the  State  of  tlie  King's  Debts,  ice. 
his  lordship  explained,  by  mimy  substantial 
arguments,  reasons,  and  precedents,  accord- 
ing to  the  knowledge  he  had  gained,  as  proper 
to  his  place  of  Treasurer,  and  other  obser\'a- 
lions.  Lastly,  he  made  a  motion  that  a  Mes- 
sage might  be  sent  for  tliis  purpose  to  the 
Lower  House,  for  a  friendly  Conference  there 


tlierefurc  chiefly  follow  the  Journals  of  tlio 
Lords,  and  only  give  some  remarkable  hints  from 
those  of  the  Commons,  as  they  fiUl  in  our  way; 
one  instance  of  which  is  now  before  us.  On  tlie 
day  before-mentioned,  the  result  of  the  debate 
on  the  Supply  was,  a  division  of  the  house  on 
the  question.  Whether  it  should  be  put  off  for 
that  time  or  not?  It  was  carried  to  sit  f»i  ill,  only 
by  IdO  against  148.  It  wiis  then  ujoved  tv 
say,  "  That  they  were  willing  to  relieve  the 
king's  wants  chearfully ;  time  enough  for  re- 
tribution afterwards.  That  the  Supply  might 
be  postponed,  but  to  support  innnediatcly* 
To  mtcnd,  was  mental  purpose;    to  give   ~ 


upon." — ^I'his  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a    plain  open  English  answer,  that  we  propose  to 


message  to  the  Commons  was  sent  tlie  same 
day,  unporting,  "  That  because  sooie  things 
of  extraordinary  nature  were  the  occasion  of  j 
calling  this  meeting,  their  lordships  were  de-  | 
lurous  the  Coimnons  should  be  acquainted 
with  them,  since  without  their  concmreuce 
notlung  could  be  done.  That  they  thought  it 
necessary  to  treat  of  these  matters  at  first, 
whereby  their  lordships  hoped  this  would 
prove  a  pari,  of  consolation.  Therefore 
tlicy  desired  a  Conference,  -for  consideration 
to  be  had  of  some  necessary  Supplies  to  be 
granted  to  his  maj.  for  his  present  occasions. 
And  further  signified  that  tlicir  lordships  will 
join  with  them,  for  rrtriburion  to  his  maj.  iis 
sliall  be  judged  most  fit  and  rcastmable."  The 
Commons  readily  accepted  of  this  proposal; 
and  a  Conference,  with  time  and  place,  was 
agreed  on  between  committees  of  both  houses. 
And  the  Lords  ordered,  that  the  lord  treasurer 
should  deliver  tiie  substance  of  what  he  had 
this  ddy  opened  to  them  at  th% committee.  It 
is  not  clear  by  the  Journals  what  was  said  or 
done  at  the  first  Conference.  There  is  a  long 
account  of  it  entered  in  those  of  the  Com- 
mons, iti  the  Keports  made  by  the  Solicitor- 
General,  sir  Fra.  Bacon;  but  tlic  Items  of 
them  are  so  short  as  not  to  bear  a  connection. 
Especially  in  that  of  the  Public  Debts  and  Dis- 
iDursements,  which  are  so  inuicate  as  not  to 
be  understood  at  all. 

'  Feb.  21.  The  Comtpans  sent  a  message  to 
the  Lords,  requesting  another  conference  with 
their  committer  about  the  Matter  of  Contri- 
bution and  HotriWitiou,  moved  at  the  U^t  con- 
ference, which  iw  agreed  to;  aod,  ou  the 
26th,  tli«  lord  trensurer  made  a  Report  to  the 
bonse  of  what  had  passed  in  thj^  last  con&r- 
cnce.  Wherein  he  particulurlj;,  took  tK>ti(S»  of 
Vol,  1. 


give  somewhat."  On  the  whole,  a  Uesolutioo 
was  taken,  on  a  message  from  the  Lords,  to 
send  an  answer  to  this  purpose ;  "  That  they 
would  think  of  tlie  Supply  in  due  time,  and 
doubted  not  but  to  give  his  maj.  good  sati>fa<>> 
tion.  For  the  matter  of  annual  Support,  ia 
lieu  of  Wardships  and  Tenures,  when  they 
shall  hear  from  their  lordships  about  them, 
they  will  be  ready  to  join  with  them  in  con- 
ference.'* 

IVie  Commons  complain  of  Dr.  CoweVs  Book 
tending  to  adrunce  the  Prerogative  Bo^af.J 
Feb.  27th.  The  Commons  sent  a  Message  to 
the  Lords  to  acquaint  them,  '<  Tliat  they  had 
taken  notice  of  a  Book,  lately  published  by 
one  dr.  Cowel,  which  they  concciA-ed  does  con- 
tain matters  of  scandal  and  oftence  towards 
the  high  court  of  pari,  and  is  otherways  of 
dangerous  consequence  and  example.  That 
being  desirous  there  should  be  a  joint  exami- 
nation of  the  offensive  contents  of  the  said 
Book,  and  some  coui-se  taken  for  the  punbh- 
ment  of  the  person  who  pubUshed  the  same ; 
they  therefore  desire  their  lordships  to  .appoint 
a  conference  for  tliat  purpose."  The  Lords 
returned  for  answer,  "  That  they  were  willing 
to  join  with  tliem  in  any  cause  proper  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  that  high  court,  and  to 
cherish  a  mutual  correspondence  between 
both  houses,  which  together  make  the  body  of 
the  pari,  whereof  his  maj.  is  the  head.  They 
therefore  appointed  time  and  place  for  a  Con- 
ference, not  only  on  the  complaint,  but  to  go 
again  oil  the  topic  of  a  supply.*^  Wilson  in- 
forms us,  '^  Tluit;  the  Book,  here  mentioned, 
which  bad  given  offence,  wrote  by  dr.  Cowel, 
a  civilian,  was  to  prove  ^le  excellence  of  the 
Civil  t^w  in  comparison  of  the  Common  Law 
of  Ei;^and.    That  the  king  had  let  foil  some; 
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expressions  at  his  tabic,   in  derogation  of  the 

latter,  niid  highly  extolling  tlje  Civil  Law  be- 

ture  it.     At  the  same  time,  declaring  his  ap- 
probation of  a  book,  lately  writ  bv  dr.  C'owel 

on  that  subject.  This,  sari  our  -author,  net- 
tled the  groat  lawyers  much;    and  had  not 

^ome  of  ihcm  been  raised  so  bis;h,  that  they 

tould  not,  with  their  court-gags,  look  duwu- 

\\;irds,  it  had  bred  an  open  contest,     llow- 

J5\crj  adds  be,  though  they  did  not  stir  in  it 

tlicinselves,  we  may  suppose  they,  underiiand, 

itlniil  up  this  prosecution  against  the  civilian, 

for  fear,  that  if  his  scheme  should  take  place, 

thc'v  should  have  their  lessons  to  leura  orer 

^gain«. 

)'eb.  28thi    Tlie  lord  treasurer  informed  the 

Ixjrds  of  the  Kinft's  Answer  to  the  Message 

Sent  to  him,  at  the  desire  of  the  Common?, 

r^atiiig  to  Tenures  and  Wardships.     "  That 

hi^  mnj.  rescTvcth  to  himself,  *  tanquam  res 

integra,*  the  power  of  affirmative,  or  negative, 

Vo  pliant  it ;  as  on  further  deliberation,  he  shall 

see  cause.*'     Hereupon  it  vas  moved  by  the 

carl  of  Xorthamptmi,  lord  privy  seal,  "That 

in  regard  the  matter  was  of  great  importance, 

respite  might  be  taken  for  inipintrng  his  maj.'s 
iaid  Answer  to  the  Lower  House,  till  to-mor- 
Tow,  on  their  next  meeting ;  when  some  fit 

coiir.«e  might  be  considered  of  for  that  purpose. 
This  motion  being  seconded  by  thr  lord  chanc. 
it  was  agreed  that  no  An.swer  should  be  return* 
ed  to  the  Commons  till  the  next  day.  At 
\Vhlch  time  the  Lords  were  interrupted  from 
considering  of  the  affair,  by  another  message 
from  the  Commons,  importing.  That  they  de- 
fired  dicir  lordships  to  appoint  a  meeting  of 
the  committees  of  both  houses,  to  receive  their 
An>v\  cr  touching  the  matter  of  Support  and 
/Supply.  The  h>rds  accordingly  appointed  2 
Ihat  afternoon  for  the  purpose. 

The  very  next  day  a  message  was  scBt  from 
the  Lords  to  the  Commons  to  this  effect; 
**  That  whereas  the  House  of  Common?,  by  a 
Message  of  late  sent  from  ihem,  had  moved 
their  lordships  that  his  maj.  nlight  be  made 
acquainted,  by  some  of  their  house,  with  the 
desire  of  the  said  Commons,  touching  the 
matter  of  Tenures  and  Dependencies  on  Te- 
nures; their  lordships  had  acquainted  his 
maj.  therewith,  and  received  his  Answer. 
-And  conceinng  that  the  time  appointed  this 
'  nfrcrnoon,  cpneeming  dr.  Cowel's  Book,  may 
ttriy  serve  both  that  and  imparting,  his  mnj.'s 
Answer,  do  desire  that  this  meeting  may  ac- 
cordingly serve  for  both  these  purposes."  The 
Commons  replied,  Tliat  they  received  their 
lordships  message  rery  respectfully,  and  would 
be  ready  to  attend  their  service  at  the  time 
and  4)lace  appointed. 

"March  Sd.  The  lord  t^anccllor  reported 
to  the  I^rds  the  substance  of  what  was;deli- 
Tered,  by  the  committtee  of  the  Lowef  House, 
at  ycstcrdp/s  Conference,  on  the  jpoiftt^  of 
Supply  and  Support.  **  That  the  Co/bmons 
had  expressed   a  tender  feeling  tp\tards' His 
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maj.'s  waflts  <uid  n  due  regard  td  relieve 
them.  But  they  could  not  concdre,  as  they 
affirmed,  bow  it  could  be  done  io  any  other 
way  than  by  Subsidy.  Which  being  proper  to 
be  first  moved  in  tlje  Commons,  they  will  con* 
sider  of  a  tit  resolution  and  proceed  therein  m 
•due  time.  That,  as  to  the  other  point  of  Sup* 
port,  they  hold  this  matter  to  be  most  coiui- 
derable,  and  therefore  proper  for  the  Lords; 
of  which  they  expect  to  be  iufonued  from 
them  at  their  d^nvcnicnce."  Then  the  lord 
privy  seal  declared  to  the  house  what  had 
passed  in  the  (Conference  relating  to  dr.  Cowel's 
Book.  "  That  the  attorney-general,  in  deli- 
vering the  sense  oi  the  Lower  House,  did  tery 
modestly  and  discreetly  lay  open  the  offence 
1  taken  a^jdinst  the  party,  and  the  dangerous 
consequence  of  the  book.*'  Afterwaids  the 
bp.  of  Jvondon  read  the  particular  exception:* 
which  the  Commons  hhd  made  to  it;  which  - 
were,  1.  On  the  word  Subsidy;  9.  On  the 
word  King;  3.  On  the  word  ParUament;  4. 
On  the  wordPrerogative.  On  all  which  words 
the  said  dr.  Cowel  had  so  unadvisedly  en- 
larged himself,  as  the  Commons  apprehended 
that  the  same  was  very  offensive,  and  of  dan- 
gerous consequence.  On  this  Report,  the 
lx)rds  took  a  little  time  to  consider,  and  the* 
thought  proper  to  send  a  Message  to  the  other 
house,  to  desire  another  Conference  about 
this  Book,  and  in  the  mean  time  ordered  their 
rl'erk  to  seek  precedents  of  that  kind,  and 
faithfully  to  acquaint  the  bouse  therewith. 
The  next  day  the  lord  treasurer  ioformed  the 
I/>rds,  "  That  his  maj.  had  taken  notice  of 
this  matter ;  and  had  lately  perused  the  phioe» 
hi  the  book  to  which  exceptions  were  taken. 
That  he  had  called  the  said  Cowel  before  iiirn^ 
and  heard  his  Answers  thereunto ;  and,  having 
duly  considered  of  the  errors  committed  by 
the  author,  in  that  behalf,  was  graciously 
pleased  to  deliver  his  judgment  and  resolution 
to  the  Lords,  to  be  by  them  communicated  to 
the  committee  of  the  Commons."  We  wop 
not  told  by  the  Journals  what  this  Resoludoh 
was;  but  it  may  be  supposed  to  finish  the 
business,  for  there  b  no  further  mention  made 
of  it. 

Vro(^ding  in  relation  to  Tinurts^  ^c,'\ 
March  10th.  The' lord  privy  seal -made  a  report 
to  the  Lords  of  wh«t  had  been  done  at  the 
Id^t  Conference  relative  to  Tenures,  &c.  Hii 
lordship  observed,  "  That  the  committee  of 
the  Commons  insisted  chiefly  on  3  particular 
points,  in  the  debate,  on  which  the  matter  of 
Tenures  depended.  These  points  were  Ho- 
nour, Conscience  and  Utility ;  to  the  last  of 
these  they  said^  ^<  That  since  his  mi^.  out  of 
the  greatness  of  his  mind,  had  been  ]^l^a^  to 
&et  it  aside;  so  thej,  in  their  duties,  would 
urge  it  no  furdier  than  otherwise  it  should  be 
mc  ?t.  Add  it  would  fee  most  proper  to  tieai 
of  diat  when  the  other  two  of  Honour  and 
Conscience-  should  be  discu^ed.  These  la^t 
two  thby  confused  were  of  much  we%ht; 
speycingin-rndst  reverend  aud  tender  m&Dner 
ofhiamcj/ft  fio&Qurj  «ad  i&ewise  affimantiy 
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*hat  it  was  far  from  them  to  put  any  thing  into 
the  clear  spring  of  his  Conscience.  Therefore 
their  condusion  was,  That  his  Maj.  might  he 
addressed  by  theii?  lordships  to  accelerate  his 
Answer  concerning  this  matter  of  Tenures,  as^ 
sooa  as  conveniently  he  might ;  yet  submitting; 
themselves  wholly  to  his  i;racious  pleasure," 
Upon  hearing  this  Report,  the  Lords  ajjreed  to 
address  his  maj.  as  the  Commons  desired;  a 
Committee  was  ordered  for  that  purpose ;  and 
the  lord  privy  seal  enjoined  to  deliver  the 
contents  o^  it  to  the  king,  ai^d  bring  back  his 
maj/s  Answer. 

March  13dh  The  lord  privy  seal  reported 
to  the  House  the  Answer  his  m^.  was  pleased 
to  give  to  the  committee  appointed  to  address 
him,  on  the  request  of  the  Commons,  about 
Tenures,  &c.  And  said,  that  his  maj.  strictly 
observing  every  point  thereof,  was  pleased  to 
give  his  Answer  in  effect  following :  **  That* 
although  he  took  good  notice  of  the  distincrion 
of  time,  when  the  matter  was  first  moved,  aud 
the  present ;  and  that  there  arc  infinite  aflfairs 
as  well  of  state  as  others  of  pari,  which  keep 
them  stiU  in  exercise.  Yet,  in  resppct  of  the 
humility,  dutiful  carriage,  discretion  aud  judi;- 
inent  of  the  Lower  House,  shewed  in  ibis 
matter ;  of  the  wisdom  of  tlie  Lord«  in  moving 
It;  and,  lastly,  the  season  of  the  year;  his 
maj.  had  thought  of  those  particulars;  aud 
was  pleased  that  they  should  treat  of  the  bu- 
Btness ;  anfl  that  the  liOwer  House  should  hav§ 
speedy  notice  of  his  pleasure  therein.  Further- 
more, his  maj,  mentioned  some  other  business 
in  hand  this- pari,  and -first,  of  Gnevances, 
which  he  declared  himself  to  be  so  willing  ef- 
fectually to  redress,  that  although  he  doubted 
not  the  good  disposition  of  his  posteritVj'yet  he 
is  desirous. to  provide,  "  That  if  they  should 
have  will,  they  may  not  have  powir  again  to 
grieve  the  people."  This  Answer  being  doli-> 
vered,  the  lord  chanc.  put  the  house  in  mind 
pf  the  Supply;  which  was  spoke  of  hy  the 
Commons  at  the  last  Conference,  And  xuei^ 
upon  moved,  that  tlje  Lower  House  might  be 
made  acquainted  with  his  maj.*5  Answer  about 
Tenures,  as  soon  as  possible,  This  was  agreed 
Xo^  and  the  Answer  was  delivered  to  the  Com- 
mons "that  afternoon.  Great  was  tho  joy 
•which  the  Commons  expressed  ojp  this  gracious 
return  to  their  request ;  which  ^ey  sigrvificd 
-to  the  king  by  the  mQuth  of  their  Speaker, 
-attended  by  the  whole  house.  The  Lords  too 
did  the  same  by  the  chancellor ;  but,  we  find 
by  the  Journals,  that  he  was  unwiUing  to.un-. 
-dertake  the  employment,  *  ex  ore,*^  and  desired 
•to  have  it  in  writing ;  which  the  Lot^ds  would 
Bot  consent  to,  but  trusted  to  tlic  chancellor  s 
•wisdom  and  understanding  gl"  the  matter,  ^ 
^rcss  it  up  as  he  pleased, 

March  29th.  The  lord  treasurer  report^sd 
-0  the  Lords  what  was  done  at  the  last  Coqt 
lierence ;  and  how  far  the  committee  of  the 
Xower  House  had  proceeded  in  the  matter  of 
.Tenures,  to  this  efiect  *.  "  Furst,  his  lordship 
•observed  that  mr.  Recorder  of  London  de- 


the  Commons  to  seek  thb  matter  of  Tenur«f 
and  their  depend^ifts;  that  love  and  loyaJt.y  - 
had  caused  them  to  take  the  course  therein 
Ihev  had  done;  and  that  having  now  the 
king's  Answer,  whidi  was  a  licence  to  treat  of 
that  business,  they  departed,  jo}'rul  m  their 
liearts,  like  the  sons  of  Eraaus.— Ihat  thw 
matter  consisted  of  4  considerable  points :  1^ 
What  tbev  desire:  2.  Wlmt  they  would  offer: 
3,  How  tlley  would  ievy  it:  4.  How  tbey  may 
have  security  for  what  they  seek ,  That  of  the  twq 
hi-st,  they  had  determined  in  this  sort;  viz.  Tht^t 
Knights  Service  generally  might  be  turned  mtq 
free  and  common  soccage.''--Kextfollowsin  th<? 
Journals,  a  long  Account  of  those  parUcular 
Grievances,  relating  to  Tenures,  the  Commons 
Tivanted  to  have  redressed.  But,  as  these  com- 
plaints and  several  more,  concerning  the  Pre- 
roirative  Royal,  are  all  an4)ly  recapitulated 
at\be  end  of  this  session,  we  shall  postpone 
them  till  we  mrive  at  that  period.  Only,  ob- 
semng  here,  that  the  Iletribution  the  Com-, 
mens  ofleted  to  the  king  in  lieu  of  these  per- 
quisites of  Uie  crown,  was  100,0001.  yearly; 
wherein  th^y  included  all  the  *  esse'  and  *  posse, 
which  t^ie  k\ng  ever  hud,  in  the  matters  ^tore- 
said,  to  be  compounded  for.— Alter  the  Lord 
Treasurer  had  made  tbe  foregoing  recital  to  the 
Lords,  it  was  llesolved,  "  t\iat  to  the  cud  that 
house  migfet  better  examine? very  parUcular, sa 
desired,  apd  the. several  values  ot  them;  and 
.thereupon  consider  of  the  offer  made,  m  order 
to  be  better  prepared  to  take  farther  course  of 
proceeding  w^  the  Lower  House  ;  the  Lords 
should  go  iftto  a,  cowamiuee  of  the  whole  house 
thereupon.T-rBut,  liast«?r  now  approacbmg,  au^; 
the  pail,  being  thereupon  acljourn^d,  it  was 
Hot  tiU  the  18th  of  April  that  this  matter  of  1  en 
nures  ws\s*  again  resumed  by  the  Lord*.  AmU 
on  a  motion  of  the  lor(i  trea&ui-^r,  beause  his 
maj.  had  not  signihed  his  pleasure  to  that  house  * 
hoW  far  he  Ukes  of  these  proceedings ;  therejorc 
he  moved  that ;»  commi;;te9  of  Lords  should  bo 
appointed  to  wait  on.  the  lii»g>  and  to  under-, 
st^nd  from  him  whether  he  shall  be  pleased  ta 
approve  of  this  ^cbiem;?  of  pelting  wifh  Tenures,, 
6cc,  or  not?  *    ,  .     , 

A  Committer  bemg  appointed  e^cordingiy, 
consisting  of  all  the  great  oncers  of  state,,  ^v. 
April  20tli,  after  a  ci'dl  of  the  House  of  L<>»d& 
jmd  a  severe  atlmouitioafrom  the  Chancellor, 
for  due  attandanc^,  the  lord  treasurer  reported 
his  maj.*s  Answer,  to  this  effect:"^*  He  i.tst 
took  notice,  That  the  K^ason  of  this  present 
meeupgw^  to  deliberate  in  what  manner  to. 
deliver  this  Answer  to  Uie  committee  of  the 
other  house.  For,  he  sai4,  that  the  business  to. 
which  the  Answer  was  made  is  not  ordinary; 
no^  a  Qneva^ce,  noi;  yet  «.  request  for  jusuce, 
nor  any  suoh  matter,  to  which  the  king  may  or 
ought  \4  be  urge*  to  any  present  or  ^^rtam 
answer.  But,  that  Uiis  w^  a  suit  tor  a  valuable 
recbrapence,  to  be  eased  of  certain  payments 
and  burdens,  by  law  justly  lying  on  the  subject, 
and  of  which  no  man  cau  justly  complain. 
The  matter  requested  his  lordship  reuiembred 
to  b«  tlw,Th«tt  aUleuures,  l)yGra4idScrgeauty^ 
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Petit  Sergcanty,  Kn^ts  Service  in  Capite,&c. 
may  be  turntd  into  free  and  common  Soccagc ; 
us  of  a  Manoor,  which  he  ftftirmed  was  the  oa- 
•est  and  meanest  bcn'icc.  Unto  this  request  his 
lordship  reported  his  m9^*n  Answer  to  be, 
**  That  he  would  upon  no  terms  whatsoever  part 
with  any  branch  of  his  sovereign  preropitive, 
w  hereof  the  Tenures  in  Capite  from  his  person, 
which  is  all  one  as  of  his  cniwn,  was  no  small 
part.  But,  toyching  the  dependancc  ppon  Te- 
nures, such  as,  marriage,  wardship,  primier 
scissin,  relief,  respect  of  homage,  and  the  like, 
which  are  only  the  burthens  of  Tenures,  (the 
honours  and  Tenures  reserved) his  maj.  is  pleas- 
ed when  he  >hall  understand  what  recom pence 
will  be  offered  f  >r  them,  to  give  further  Answer, 
towards  contracting  for  the  same,  with  ail  con- 
Tcnient  speed." — tJpon  this  the  judges  were 
asked  I  heir  opinion.  Whether  thle  Tenure  of 
Honour,  Jcc.  may  be  reserved  to  his  maj.  and 
tlio  C  h;«rgc  or  Burden,  with  otlicr  things  of  like 
nature,  be  released  >  To  which  they  answered 
with  rcs«n  ation j  in  the  affirmative.  It  was 
then  resolved,  "  That  the  lord  treasurer  should 
deliver  his  maj.'s  Answer  to  the  committee  of 
the  Ix)wer  House  that  afternoon ;  and  leave 
the  consideration  of  the  course  and  means  to 
their  wisdom  and  conduct.** 

May  7th.  The  Lord  Treasurer  acquainted  the 
House,  **  That  neither  he,  nor  their  committee, 
were  at  all  satisfied  with  the  proceedin^zs  of  the 
Commons,  in  this  matter.  That  there  was  no» 
freedom  of  debute  used  in  their  meetings,  which 
was  the  only  way  to  come  at  a  good  and  speedy 
end.  ButjOnly  a  written  message  read  unto  them', 
to  which,  when  any  thing  was  objected  by  (he 
Lords,  tlie  others  were  debarred  from  making 
any  reply,  'i'hat  the  Lords  had  objected  to  the 
Commons,  That  whereas  the  members  of  that 
liouse  had  ottered  to  give  for  the  matter  of 
^^^lrds,  Tenures  and  Dependents  thereon, 
100,0001.  per  annum,  and  had  received  answer, 
That  his  maj.  as  then  advised,  would  not  acrept 
it ;  nor  sawany  reason  to  depart  from  his  first 
demand  of  200,0001.  yearly  Support,  and 
600,0001.  Supply :  his  occasions  being  now,  in 
all  appearance,  greater  than  before;  etpeciHlly 
as  the  Wards  were  now  desired  by  them,  which 
were  not  spoken  t»f  before,  nor  included  in  the 
king's  demand.  To  which  the  Commons  written 
/.uswer  was,  That  they  had  since  entered  into 
n  re-examination  of  the  matter  and  do  find  no 
reason  to  alter  their  offer.  That  their  purpose 
was  to  have  laid  the  burden  on  the  landed  men, 
V'hcn  it  was  moved  to  them,  tliat  they  should 
think  on  some  course  to  make  up  the  king's 
demand,  ficc.  But,  they  cannot  find  how  so 
huge  a  sum  may  be  Ibvied,  without  grieving  a 
number  of  his  maj.'jj  poorer  subjects.  H«w. 
bcit,  in  all  reasonable  matters,  they  will  be 
willing  to  give  his  maj.  salisikction,  Lastly, 
they  acknowledge  their  great  obligation  to*him 
for  giving  them  more  liberty  to  treat  Df  these 
matters,  than  cyer  was  granted  to  aiiv  of  their 
predecessors ;  and  further  than  that  leave  thov 
would  not  go."  ..  * 

Vie    Lord  Treasiirer  acqnainU  the  lord* 


,^Murder  of  Bcnry  IV.  of  Trance.        [lit* 

with  the  Murder  of  Htmy  IF.  of  EnmeeJ 
May  8.  The  lord '  treasurer,  in  an  cioquen^ 
speech,  as  the  Journals  ei^prcss  it,  not  without 
some  sensible  passion,  in  regard  of  the  matter 
which  he  was  to  deliver,  and  of  the  wdehty 
consequence  depending  thereon,  reportea  to 
the  house :  "  Tliat  the  French  kmg ,  having  on 
Tliursday  last  crowned  lib  queen,  and  on  Fri* 
day  having  been  at  the  pulsre,  and  retumiog 
from  thence  to  the  Louvre,  accompanied  with 
three  nobles,  as  he  sat  with  hij»  hack  towards 
the  end  of  the  coach,  passing  thrutigh  a  nar- 
row lane,  Mas,  at  the  turning,  slain  by  a  base 
fellow  with  a  long  knife.  He  declared  the 
manner  of  his  murder,  as  he  Imd  received  the 
news  ij{  it,  but  the  truth  of  rircurostancca  he 
left  to  further  intcllfgeneo.  Hifc  lordship  then 
discoursed  on  the  exceeding  virtues  and  rices 
of  the  dead  king;  and,  that  at  his  death,  he 
*had  a  great  army  in  rcadin^ts:  that  he  cvas  an 
assure  fnend  to  the  king  their  sovereign,  and 
to  this  realm;  and  an  especial  defence  and 
wall  between  the  reformed  religion  and  its  op- 
posites  in  Christendom.  He  then  shewed 
them  what  caus<»  tliey  had  to  fear  many  in- 
convenience? by  this  lo<s  i  ajid,  lastly,  lie  told 
them  the  great  necf^sity  there  was  to  protide 
treasure  before-hand  against  all  chances." — 
To  this  declaration  the  lord  treasurer  added  a 
potion,  That  a  jnessage  nught  be  sent  to  the 
Lower  House,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
message  w  as  to  this  ejfeet :  *'  That  their  lord- 
ships had  all  this  session  found  that  the  Houoe 
of  Commons  bore  greiit  rc?:pcct  to  llieirs,  and 
desiring  likewise  to  keep  up  the  good  corre- 
spondence between  them;  as  well  knowing 
that  both  houses,  though  sitting  in  several 
places,  yet  make  hut  one^  body  and  one  grea< 
council,  have  thought  good  to  acquaint  them 
^•ith  an  accident  of  great  importance.  Amf, 
because  it  was  something  rare,  fherelbre  their 
lordships  desired  that  such  and  so  manv  of  the 
Lower  House  as  tliey  themselves  sliall  select, 
may  presently  meet  with  certain  of  the  L^rda 
in  the  Painted  Chamber.**  Answer  was  im- 
mediately returned,  that  the  Commons  would! 
instantly  attend  them. 

May  26.  The  Lords*  Journals  inforni  us, 
that  the  lord  treasurer  "  took  occasion  to  put 
the  house  in  mind  of  the  diief  moti\'c  for  call- 
ing this  pari. ;  which  he  said,  besides  the  ccic* 
bration  of  nrinc©  Henry's  creation,  was  to  de- 
rive from  tne  subject  somewhat  towards  the 
upholding  the  state  of  this  monarchy.  la 
which,  as  his  meaning  wjis  well  understood,  be 
doubted  not  but  every  man  would  put  it  forw 
wartl.  He  also  informed  them,  that  the  Dece»* 
sity  of  the  Supply  increased,  and  much  time 
was  spent;  though  notwithstanding  there  bad 
not  been  gained  of  the  Commons  so  much  u 
to  have  a  free  intercourse  of  arguments,  but 
only  messases  about  iu  Wherefbre  his  lord- 
ship moved,  **  That  a  speedy  Conference 
should  be  diesircd  of  the  Lower  House,  no| 
with  hope,  at  this  time,  to  gain  what  is  wished, 
but  to  deliver  to  them  the  conveueoce  and 
necessity  of  such  1^  free  couf^^reocc.   l^vhU^ 
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course,  lus  conceivtid,  the  thing  mi^t  be  bet- 
ter infosed  and  spread  in  that  liuuse,  than  if  it 
was  carried  unto  them  by  a  person  thereunto 
appointed.  He  further' told  the  Lords,  tliat 
he  understood  many  of  the  Ix)wer  House  were 
departed ;  and  an  injunction  -was  laid  on  the 
remainder  not  to  conclude  auy  new  thing  bo- 
ibre  the  rettiru  of  the  others.  Yet  his  loi^^hip 
conceived  there  was  a  power  left  widi  those 
that  remain  to  debate  otncr  matters;  in  which 
perhaps  a  persuasion  may  be  wrought  to  guch 
a  conference  as  is  desired."  Alter  this,  it  was 
resolved  that  a  message  should  be  sent  to  the 
Lower  House  to  desire  a  Conference  with  their 
Committee  on  Tenures,  &e.  and  an»w€?r  was 
soon  after  returned,  that  the  Commons  agreed 
to  this  proposal.  The  chanc.  of  the  exchcq. 
who  with  others  brought  this  answer,  likewise 
informed  their  lonlships,  "  That  the  Commons 
hail  well  considered  of  the  matter  which  did  at 
this  time  concern  the  safety  of  his  maj.'s  per- 
son ;  and  had  thought  ^oo^  to  propose  unto 
them  some  things,  in  wliich  they  desire  their 
lordships  to  join  with  them  in  Petition  to  his 
maj.  l.Thnt  Proclamation  be  made  forthwith, 
that  al!  llecusants,  before  the  '^nd  of  June 
next,  do  avoid  the  city,  nnd  resort  to  such 
places  where  they  are  by  law  confined;  and 
imt  to  remain  within  ten  miles  of  the  city  or 
court  without  licence.  2.  That  all  Recusants 
be  disarmed,  and  their  arms  disposed  as  the 
Jaw  requireth.  3.  That  no  subject  do  resort  to 
the  house  of  any  ambassador  to  hear  mass. 
4.  That  all  Jesuits  be  imprisoned,  and  not  per- 
mitted to  have  conference.  5.  That  the  oath 
of  allegiance  be  administered  in  the  court,  by 
the  Lords  and  others  of  the  Council,  to  all  that 
ought  Ui  receive  it,  and  in  tiie  country  by  the 
justices  of  peace." — Ansurr.  "  That  the  I/irds 
will  be  ready  to  join  with  the  Commons,  in 
fcuch  a  Petition  to  the  kin|r,  when  they  can  fix 
upon  a  proper  metliod  to  do  it." 

After  tlic  messengers  were  witlidrawn,  the 
Lords  went  into  consultation  amongst  tiieni- 
selves,  how  their  Committee  should  act  the  next 
Conference  about  tlie  Supply.  And,  it  wtis 
agreed  that  the  lord  treasurer  should  open,  the 
matter  to  the  Commons;  and  endeavour  to 
shew  them  the  difference  between  a  free  Con- 
ference and  a  dry  meeting,  and  the  likelihood 
of  the  former's  succeeding.  Next,  to  put  them 
in  mind  of  their  first  oiTer  of  100,0001,  per  an- 
num, wherein  Purveyance  was  included ;  and 
if  they  desu*ed  to  have  that  given  up  too,  then 
they  must  enlarge  tlieir  sum.  Lastly,  that 
though  bis  maj.'s  occasions  are  increased,  since 
}iis  demand  of  200,0001.  per  annum,  yet  he 
was  pleased  to  abate  thereof,  and  therefore  to 
^ish  the  other  side  might  advance.  Of  all 
^bJch,  if  they  were  willing  to  debate,  then  his 
iordship  was  to  shew  what  the  king  would  fall 
to,  and  to  deliver  the  opinion  oi'  the  commitee 
0f  this  bouse  which  way  it  was  to  be  raised. 
Jill  the  Lords  to  have  liberty  to  speak  to  this 
inatter  in  the  debate,  as  well  as  the  treasurer. 

May  e7th.  The  Lords  presented  a  Petition,  or 
^U(ke:$£  to  }^  m^.  for  the  puttiug  ih^  laVs  in 


execution  againit  Popish  Recusants,  &c.  And 
on  the  30th,  the  apb.  of  York  reported  his 
maj.'s  Answer  to  it.  That  he  took  very  graci- 
ously tliis  motion  of  tlie  Commons,  in  regard 
to  his  safety,  as  proceeding  from  their  duty  and 
love  ;  and  will,  with  all  convenient  speed,  con- 
siiler  thereof.  Accordingly,  some  tew  dayj. 
after,  a  proclamation  came  out,  commanding 
all  Romish  Priests,  Jesuits,  and  Seminaries,  to 
depart  the  kingdom  by  the  4th  of  July  next; 
and  all  Recusants  to  return  home  to  their 
dwellings,  not  to  come  within  10  miles  of  cit/ 
or  court,  and  to  remain  confined  according  tq 
the  statute,  in  that  case  provided. 

Form  of  the  creation  of  Henri/  Princejjfif 
nW«,  Sr'c]  June  Snd.  The  Lord  Chair 
cellor  acqiminted  the  House  of  Lords,  Tha^ 
it  was  his  majesty's  pleasure  they  should  all 
attend  in  their  robes  at  Whitehall ;  in  order 
to  be  present  at  the  Creation  of  die  Prince 
of  Wales,  which  was  to  be  solemnized  oa 
>  the  4th  of  June.  The  Lords  Journals  have 
preserved  the  Form  of  this  Creation ;  and  as 
It  is  somctvhat  singular,  we  shall  transcribe 
it  from  that  autliority. — **  This  day  the  Cham^ 
ber,  commonly  Called  Whitehall,  or  tlie  Court 
of  Requests,  was-  very  richly  hung  irom  the 
upper  end  more  than  half  down  tbwardjt 
the  lower  end,  where  was  set  up  a  strong 
bar  of  timber  thwart  tlie  room.  In  the  lughest 
part  of  the  room  was  placed,  for  his  inaj,. 
a  sumptuous  Cloth  of  Estate,  and  of  dither  side 
scatfoldn  for  Embassadors  of  foreign  Coun- 
tries. On  each  side  against  the  walls  were 
erected  seats,  one  above  another,  for  strangers, 
and  noble  perbonages,  with  the  lord  mayor  and 
his  brethren  in  the  midst.  Cp<m  forms  and 
wool  sacks  did  sit  all  the  lords  of  pari,  and  tlie 
judges  in  their  robes ;  and  likewise  the  officers 
and  attendants  as  on  the  days  of  sitting  in  pari. 
Belo\V  the  bar  was  placed  the  Speaker^  chair; 
forms  on  the  ground,  and  seats  on  each  side^ 
one  above  another,  fit  and  convenient  to  receive 
the  whole  House  of  Commons.  His  maj.  bcin^ 
set  under  his  Estate  (for  whose  coming  all  the 
lords  in.  their  robes  and  seats,  except  such  as 
attended  his  person  and  the  prince,  as  ab>o  the^ 
Speaker,  and  all  the  lower  house,  did  wait  and 
attend ;)  the  prince,  his  highness,  honourably 
attended  by  diyers  noblemen,  the  knights  o{ 
the  Bath,  officers  at  arms,  and  his  own  servants, 
entered  in  at  the  nether  end  of  the  house,  and 
was  with  grebt  state  and  solemnity  brought  up 
to  the  foot-path  before  the  kiu^ ;  where  kneet- 
ing  at  tbe  first,  and  then  standing,  his  highness 
was,  with  all  due  ceremonies,  created  Pnnce  of 
Wales  and  Earl  of  Chester ;  and  a  patent  there* 
of  first  read  by  the  lord  treasurer,  principal 
secretary  of  hi^  maj.  and  afterwards  delivered 
to  him.  Which  done,  and  all  ceremonies  finish«> 
ed  which  thereunto  appertain,  the  prince,  hit 
highness,  in  great  state  and  raaf^ificence,  some 
little  time  after  the  king's  maj.  departed  the 
court  at  Whitehall." 

June  7th.  The  pari,  met  again,  by  adjourn- 
ment ;  and  the  same  day  the  lord  chancellor, 
in  a  gtuv€  speech^  4ecl&redj  tp  the  Uou^,  </ 
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Lopds^  ^  TImM:  the  great  care  vrhich  their  lord- 
ships and  the  lower  bouse  had  fof  his  jaaj/s 
aalntj,  bad  prodaced  a  ProcIamRtion,  thatcon- 
tained  a  clause  commanding  all  bps.  justices  of 
^as^e^  jusucee  of  peace,  and  also  all  others  of 
his  maj/s  officers,  whom  it  may  concern,  to 
minister  the  oaih  of  allegiance,  according  to 
the  laws.  His  lordship  furchcr-^  told  them,  that 
according  to  the  Petition  of  the  two  Houses, 
tlie  lords  of  the  council  had  already  been  sworn 
by  the  king  himself,  iu  the  preseiKie  of  the 
prince.  That  tlie  lower  house  had  ^nerally 
taken  the  same  oath;  and  that  it  was  the 
king's  pleasure,  that  the  residue  of  the  lords, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  should  do  the  like.'' 
This  was  immediately  complied  with,  and  all 
the  lords  present  were  sworn  by  6  of  the  privy 
council,  and  the  rest  as  they  came  to  the  house 
some  days  after ;  and  the  Oaths  were  likewise 
administered  to  different  persons,  both  clergy 
and  laity,  all  over  the  kingdom. 

Farther  Proceedings  relating  to  TenureSy  4*f ,] 
June  16cli.  A  Message  was  seat  by  the  Com-r 
monsHouse  to  the  Lords,  importing, "  That  they 
now  desired  a  froe  conference  with  their  lord- 
ships, as  soon  as  they  pleased  to  appoint;  and 
that  their  brdt^ips  should  ome  prepared  to 
give  satisfaction  to  the  Committee  of  the  other 
House  in  3  points,  viz.  **  1.  What  more  tiie 
Jjords  would  offer  unto  tlie  Commons  to  be 
considered  of,  above  the  ten  things  already 
proposed,  and  above  that  which  tJiey  of  that 
nouse  have  thought  on  to  be  eiven  by  way  of 
retribution  ?  2.  That  the  Lords  would  deliver 
unto  them  the  lowest  price  of  those  tilings  which 
diey  shall  have  to  contract  for.  3.  What  course 
may  be  taken,  and  >vhat  projects  their  lordships 
will  propound,  for  levying  ihnt  which  shall  be 
give*,  otherwise  than  upon  tiie  lands  ?" — The 
Lords  took  some  time  to  consider  of  this  Mes- 
sage, because,  as  they  sent  word  to  the  torn* 
mons,  the  kin^  was  to  be  consulted  about  it ; 
and  they  nppomted  a  committee  to  wait  upon 
his  maj.  accordingly.^  The  king  was  not  over 
hasty  in  giving  an  Answer  to  a  matter  of  that 
great  consequence;  audit  was  not  till  June 
S6th,  that  the  k>rd  treasurer  reported  his  maj. 's 
Answer  to  the  Lords  on  the  three  points  above 
given.  To  the  first  he  said,  1.  "  That  he  duret 
so  far  p«t  confidence  in  the  Lords  o(  the  Com- 
mittee deputed  by  this  House,  that  he  would 
leave  in  them  an  imphcit  trust  to  treat  o(  what- 
ever may  tend  to  the  good  and  ease  of  the  sub- 
ject, without  touching  his  honour,  or  taking 
that/rom  him  which  he  may  not  spare.  «,  To 
the  Snd,  his  maj.  is  pleased  to  set  a  price,  as  is 
desired,  hut  he  requireth  to  have  one  night's 
respite  more,* to  sleep  on  it ;  and  this  day  he 
would  send  his  Answer  and  good  pleasute,  in 
writintr,  before  the  confereoce.  3.  To  the  last 
point,  his  maj.  leaveth  and  doth  repose  trust 
Vk  the  Lords  to  propose,  answer  and  dispute, 
as  they  shall  think  good  and  see  occasion." — To 
this  Answer  which  the  lord  treasurer deliviered, 
the  lord  privy  seal  added,  **  That  his  mt^'.  was 
likewise  plcasod  to  reifuire  the  Lords  an  this 
cont^EifCiicc,  Co  xoBsider  ^bot  they  arc  all  Peers 


and  equal  with  the  Council ;  and  that  accord* 
ingly,  they  will  have  equal  and  like  respect 
and  care  of  the  service  and  bfr  *  pares  in  onere,* 
also." 

Further  Proceedings  on  Mutters  of  Griev^ 
anccs  and  Impositions.]  Wc  are  now  left  ia 
the  dark,  by  the  Journals,  in  what  was  liirtber  ^ 
done  at  these  Conferences,  till  the  9th  of  July,  ' 
when  we  find  a  Memorial  entered,  as  that  dajjt 
in  these  wbrds : — "  Mem,  *  quod  die  Martis 
10  die  Julii,  1610,  in  the  afternoon,  as  well 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  as  the 
Speaker  and  the  whole  House  of  Commons, 
attended  his  maj.  in  tlie  great  room  or  cham- 
ber, called  the  Banqueting-House  at  While- 
hall,  the  prince  and  the  duke  of  York  bein^ 
then  also  present;  where,  aft^  his  may.  had 
vouchsafed,  very  princely,  to  dedare,  in  ge* 
neral,  his  intcut  concerning  such  Impositions, 
as  the  Commons,  by  their  Grievances,  lateij 
exhibited  unto  him,  and  had  complained  of« 
And  the  lord  treasurer  having  Ukewiae  by  his 
maj.'s  commandment,  opened  more  particu- 
larly, in  a  long  and  .exact  speech,  the  nature 
and  quahty  of  these  impositions,  with  the  cause 
and  order  of  raising  the  same ;  (which  his  lord- 
ship affirmed  to  have  been  cWcfly  done  before 
himself  was  treasurer,  by  advised  council,  iir^t 
taken,  and  by  divers  conferences,  first  had 
with  many  of  the  principal  merchants  of  all 
companies,  and  with  tlieir  assent  and  allow- 
ance, and  not  to  be  in  that  kiud  burthcnsorae, 
as  generally  is  conceived.)  His  maj.  was  then 
pleased,  in  a  second  Speech,  to  remember  that 
ne  received  fi-om  the  Commons  their  Griev- 
ances but  on  Saturday  last,  so  sis  this  being 
Tuesday,  there  hath  been  only  two  days  past ; 
and  therefore  to  all  their  Grievances  they 
might  not,'  at 'that  time,  expect  satisfaction; 
howbeit,  to  some  of  them,  they  should  pre- 
sently receive  his  Answers ;  wViich,  bdng  for-^ 
mally  put  in  writing;,  by  direction,  his  oia), 
commanded  the  clerk  of  the  pari,  openly  and 
distinctly,  to  read ;  which  accordingly  wa$. 
done,  and  were  as  follows,  viz. 

Crrievance^  '*  Imposition  of  Is.  upon  the 
chalder  of  sea  Coals.'*  Answ.  There  was  never 
any  Imposition  laid  upon  the  sea  coals  of 
Biyth  and  Sunderland,  by  the  king's  aatbortty; 
but  it  being  conceived  that  they  were  members 
of  Newcastle,  (and  so  witliin  theur  composi- 
tion) they  were  only  mentioned  in  some  letters, 
patents  with  the  town  of  Newpastle.  But,  it 
appearing  tliat  they  were  things  distinct,  let 
the  said  pretended  Inroeitions  be  laid  dowtf, 
aad  no  more  taken. — Grievance,  **  Exaction 
for  sealing  of  new  drapery,'^  ^iwir.  The  king 
hath  received  no  knowledge  of  any  abuse  of 
the  said  patent;. and  if  any  complaint  hath 
been  made  unto  bis  maj.'s  courts,  he  doubteth 
not  but  justice  hath  been  done ;  and  it  is  his. 
maj.'s  express  will  that  aU  such  abuses,  upon, 
doe  complaint,  be  reformed.  And,  for  the 
right  and  validity  of  the  said  patent,  his  ouy, 
understandeth  that  there  is  a  suit  depCDding^ 
wherein  the  same  is  brought  in  question,  wh^ 
hath*licea  dii?a]9  da^s-sokiaiily  vguedo&txMlli 
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Bides,  mtd  18  tiow  i^ndy  for  juriignujnt,  wiiereth 
bis  inRJ.  requirethtbe  cowl  to  proceed  with  all 
«xpeiititifOn. — Grievance,  "  linposition  upon 
Alehottses.**  AnsK,  Tlie  intent  ot*  that  ordi- 
nance vvasroatccr  ofrcfDrmatioD,  because  ale- 
lim*«8  did  multiply  over  miich  by  the  faTonr 
of  licences ;  ond  tor  the  profit  it  was  but  an 
incident  which  his  maj.  least  regarded ;  and 
rhat  it  might  be  dione  b^  law,  it  was  warranted 
by  the  opiniovi  and  advice  of  the  lord  Popham, 
•lid  tlie  principal  judges  of  the  land;  who, 
upon  contereiice  with  others,  maintained  tliat 
rcforring'the  power  of  licences  to  tlie  justices 
of  the  peace,  by  the  statute,  was  not  privative 
tot  the  king's  power  in  that  case.  But,  seeing 
it  is  a  thing  so  much  desired  to  be  removed, 
and  especially  since  it  seemed  to  breed  a  jea- 
lousy in  his  loving  subjects  of  a  precedent  oi 
imposing  payment  irpon  them  within  the  hind; 
let  it  k^  laid  down  and  no  more  takcn.-*- 
Orirvance.  "  Monopoly  of  licence  of  Wines, 
upon  the  advantage  of  old  and  hnpossible 
laws,"  Answ.  The  law,  though  old,  as  they 
atfirm,  yet  was  still  in  force ;  and  it  seeraeth 
the  Commons,  (if  they  will  remember  some  of 
their  late  proceedings)  would  be  loath  to  dis- 
claim inakihg  u?c  of  old  laws.  Nevertheless, 
at  tlieirprayer  (saving  the  patent  which  they 
themselves  acknowledge  to  hav'C  been  made  in 
favour  o(  so  great  a  person  and  of  so  great  de- 
sert) his  maj.  is  content'  a  law  be  passed  for 
rcbtwiining  any  such  licence  to  be  made  in  time 
to  come." 

These  concessions  of  the  king  make  it  ap- 
pear that  hitherto  he  was  willing  to  keep  on 
good  terms  with  his  path ;  and,  thongh  small 
in  themselves,  in  comparison  of  the  larger  de- 
demands  of  tlie  Commons,  yet  they  seem  to 
pave  the  way  for  a  perfect  union  between 
them.  It  is  certain  what  the  king  was  desired 
to  part  with,  were  things,  some  of  them,  that 
had  been  transmitted  to  him  through  a  long 
fieries  of  his  predecessors;  and  others  which 
iiad  been  set  up,  or  laid  on,  in  the  reigns 
^uce  the  Reformation,  and  particularly  in  the 
last.  Who  the  person  was,  mentioned  in  a 
parenthesis  of  the  last  Answer,  is  uncertain ; 
It  seems  to  be  either  the  pnnce  or  the  duke  of 
York  ;  for  George  Villiers,  afterwards  duke  of 
BUckinglmm;  did  not  make  his  appearance  at 
court  till  near  5  years  after  this  period. 

We  may  suppose  that  these  Answers  from 
the  king  met  with  a  favourable  reception  by 
the  Commons;  for,  though  the  vTournais  do 
not  express  so  much,  yet  some  few  days  after, 
the  bill  of  Supply  was  sent  up  by' them,  con- 
sisting of  one  entire  Subsidy  and  one  loth  and 
10th  frotti  the  temporality." 

The  King  c^hrs  to  accept  of  i200,000/.  yearly^ 
in  Heu  of  Ttm^rUy  4^.]  July  17tli.  The  lord 
treasurer  report^  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
"  Tliat  himself,  and  soiile  other  Iffrds,  not  as 
'tnembers  of  pari,  but  ^persons  otherwise  in- 
terested in?  the  knag's  feer^ce,  did  the  night  be- 
fore aff^quamt  his  maj.  tmh  the  cftect'of  acon- 
lerence  held  that  afternoon,  between  the 
QQm»tM^ht  \i^  lioiuw;  and  tliat  he  had 


sot  the  king's  Resolution  on  the  matter,  vndcr 
nis  hand,  which  was  dso  to  be  imparted  to 
the  Commons,  and  which  he  rt;ad  to  the  Jjordi 
in  these  words : 

**  James  R.  Right  trusty  and  woll-beleved 
cousins:  Having  understood  what  hath  passed 
in  your  Conference "  with  our  Lower  House, 
and  penised  the  MeuK>rial  of  your  desires; 
we  are  now  detcnniiied  to  answer  you,  in  tlie 
point  of  the  Price,  as  it  shall  appear  in  wbos« 
heart  sincerity  is  lodged.  Of  the  particulars 
newly  come  to  the  press,  we  presume  you  have 
BO  well  rcanembered  what  to  impart  to.  your 
fellows,  as  it  shall  appear  to  them  what  opiuioii 
we  hnvc  of  their  rc^sect  to  bur  honour,  and 
how  loth  we  would  be  for  money  to  contract 
foi*  those  tilings  with  which  Just  and  gracious 

frinces  have  been  used  to  bind  their  subjects, 
n  the  which  we  do  promise,  on  the  word  of  a 
king,  (whereof  God  is  witness,  to  whom  all 
hearts  be  open)  that  liowsoei'er  those  that 
cannot  judgie  of  a  king's  heart  may  feed  them- 
selves with  false  fears  and  jealousies,  that 
prince  hvcth  not  that  more  desireth  to  derive 
strength  from  his  subjects  than  we  do.  ^nd 
therefore,  after  yoxx  have  laid  before  tbem^ 
how  strange  it  is  to  us  to  be  pressed  in  so 
many  tilings  which  have  been  left  to  the -grace 
of  princes ;  wherein  we  mean  no  more  to  vary 
from  the  ancient  greatness  of  our  progenitors, 
than  they  who  are  our  subjects  can  be  con- 
tent to  do,  who  press  still  in  all  their  speeches 
to  live  '  more  majorum :'  you  shidi  take  the 
liberty,  ia  our  name,  to  accept  the  sum  of 
$00,0001.  yearly,  for  all  these  tilings  which  we 
have  oft'ered  before,  or  have  now  vouchsafed 
to  part  with  to  you  and  thcnu  In  all  which, 
we  doubt  not  but  you  will  make  it  appear  bow 
for  we  are  contented  to  borrow  of  ourscives, 
for  satist*actioa  of  our  loving  subjects.  And 
so  we  bid  you  farewell.  -From  'llieobald's, 
July  Id,  1(510."  Superscribed,  *'  To  our  right 
trusty  and  right  well-beloved  cousins,  and  to 
our  right  trubty  and  well-beloved  the  Lords  of 
the  Higher  House  of  Parliament." 

This  written  Mc^rsagc  from  the  king,  being 
imparted  to  the  other  house,  it  produced  more 
coufetv^nccs  between  the  committees  appointed 
to  settle  the  affair,  called  now  the  Great  Con- 
tract bctA^cen  liing  and  people.  July  19,  the 
Committee  of  the  Lords  proposed  to  the  Com- 
mons, That  the  king  might  have  secerity  in 
land  for  the  200,0001.  per  annum;  and  that 
some  Ordinance  or  Entry  may  be  made,  be- 
fore the  recces  of  the  House,  which  may  both 
bind  the  king  and  tliem  to  the  Cfmtract,  which 
their  lordships  conceive  to  be  already  con- 
cluded; especially  since  time  will  not  now 
serve  to  }iave  'tpass  into  an  act. 

Julv  iJlst.  Tiie  lord  treasurer  acquainted 
the  £ords,  That  he  had  received  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Lower  House  a  Memorial, 
containing  the  substance  of  the  most  material 
points  in  the  Great  Contract  with  his  maj.  and 
read  the  same  to  the  house.  Ordered,  "  That 
the  like  instrument  should  be  drawn,  as  their 
lordshipc  assent  unto  the  said  Contract;  wher«^ 
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in  tlie  same  power  and  libert]^  should  be  re- 
served to  his  maj.  and  to  the  Lofilsi  as  the 
Commons  had,  bv  ttie  said  Memoriiil,  reserved 
to  themselves;  and  therein  tlie  same  Hords  to 
be  expressed,  viz.  '  addeiido,  nuiitiendo,  in- 
terpretando,  ^c." 

JuljF  23rd.  The  lord  treasurer  read  to  the 
Lords  a  draught  of  a  Memorial,  penned  by 
his  lordship,  accordin|C  to  their  last  order; 
which  was  approved  of  by  the  whole  house. 
And  it  was  ordered,  that  both  the  Memorials 
should  l>e  registered  in  the  Journal  Books  of 
that  bouse.  And,  on  that  day  in  tlie  atter* 
noon,  the  king  and  prince  came  to  the  house ; 
and,  after  hearing  a  speech  from  the  Speaker 
of  the  Commons  to  bis  msj.  on  presentmg  tlie 
biibbidy  bill,  and  other  buls,  tlie  king  himself 
was  pleased  to  make  a  short  speech  to  botii 
houses,  (but  full  of  learuiui;  and  princely  viis- 
dom,  as  the  Journal  cxpre>*es  it)  to  this  ef- 
fect:— **  lie  first  told  tliero,  That  the  time  was 
«o  far  spent,  thttt  it  was  a  suflicieut  excuse  for 
him  to  iipeak  witliout  pi'eamMc ;  therefore  he 
put  them  in  mind,  that  at  tlieir  last  attending 
of  him  at  AVhitcliall,  he  then,  by  bis  own 
mouth,  promised  tliem  that  he  would,  before 
the  breaking  up  of  this  session,  give  them  An- 
swer to  such  other  of  their  Grievances  as  they 
of  tiic  Lower  lionse  had  presented  unto  him, 
and  which  then  he  did  forbear  to  answer." 
Then  the  clerk  was  commanded  to  read  his 
tnaj/s  most  gracious  Answers  to  the  Grievances 
aforesaid,. which  were  ns  follow: 

But  before  we  give  this  long  account  of 
Grievances  and  Answers,  as  they  are  entered 
in  the  Ivords*  Journals,  it  is  proper  to  look 
back  into  the  proceedings  of  this  session,  in 
which,  besides  the  Subsidy  Bill,  6s.  in  the 
pound,  granted  by  tlie  Cler|^,  was  also  cou- 
iirmed.  After  the  readin^^  of  the  followins 
Memorial,  which  was  done,  by  his  maj.^»  com- 
mand, to  both  Houses,  the  lord  chancellor,  by 
another  command,  prorogued  this  pari,  to  the 
IGtb  of  Oct.  next  ensuing. 

"  Bit  Majesly^s  Answ€r$^  delivered  to  the 
u'hoie  assemhltf  of  both  ILmset,  July  USrdy 
1610,  unto  certain  (jrievancn  formerly  de- 
iaircd  to  his  MajeMty,  bi/  the  Kniffhts,  (Jiti- 
ztnSf  and  Burge*s$s  of  the  Comntom  House 
of  Pailuttmnt, 

*'  Touching  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this 
our  realm  made  aguinsi  .Icsuits,  Seroinary 
Priests,  their  llceeivcrs,  and  all  other  Popish 
llecusants,  wc  have  so  sufticiently  expressed 
our  care  and  re;$olutiou  in  our  n  ritiugs,  and  in 
our  late  Proclamation;  ns  also  in  our  late 
Speech  concerning  this  pointj^  as  wc  shall  not 
need  to  ^ivc  anv  further  or  more  particular 
answer  in  that  lieWf — There  bath  never  been 
hitherto  any  particular  Church  in  tlje  world 
(for  ought  tliat  we  have  read  or  heard)  that 
hath  allowed  such  ministers  to  preach  in  it  as 
have  refused  to  subscri!)e  to  the  docrine  nnd 
iliiicipline  settled  in  it,  and  maintained  by  it ; 
end  hereof  the  reformed  churches  in  France 
du  )iel«|  a  &esh  example;  who  bavt  and  ijm 


daily  require  subscription  to  the  Articles  of 
tlieir  Synods,  tliougb  very  many  io  number  ; 
nevertheless,  as  in  our  own  princely  judgment 
wo  ever  mtendrd  to  nmke  some  distiiictioa 
between  the  persons  and  dispositions  of  the 
deprivefi  and  ^^ikMieeil  ministers,  in  rtgafd  of 
better  luipe  oi  conformity  in  some  than  others, 
altlion^h  tliey  be  in  the  sane  degree  offenders 
by  our  luwsj  so  we  shall  be  plen^ed,  when  we 
know  the  numbers,  the  naines,  tind  oualitfes  of 
these  for  whom  this  Petition  is  made,  to  take 
such  order  in  ttiat  behalf,  as  i»  our  princely 
wisdom  wc  shall  hold  most  fit  and  convenient 
for  tlie  pood  n«d  peace  of  the  Church. — Al- 
though never  any  ChristifMi  king  had  in  greater 
detestation  the  covetous  aud  iiamoderate 
heaping  of*  many  benefices  together^  especially 
where  the  neglect  of  tlic  Cure  is  ^ioine4  there- 
with; yet  it  cannot  be  expected  at  our  hands, 
that  wc  slHMdd  in  this,  more  than  in  any  otlier 
cases,  abridjie  any  of  our  loving  subjects  of 
that  which  they  have  in  express  words  granted 
unto  them  by  the  laws  of  tliis  our  realm ;  or  if 
we  might  InwfuUv  in  this  case  so  do,  yet  we 
ftlH>uid  not  hold  it  convenient,  'mtil  some  far- 
ther provbion  be  made,  that  tlie  Benefices  of 
this  realm  raiglit  be  made  competent  Jiving^) 
for  godly  ministers  and  learned  preachers;  aiMl 
that  with  some  ciifiference  in  proportion  an- 
swerable to  thdr  gifts  and  merits.  In  the 
mean  while,  the  number  of  ministers  now  ooa- 
Kfied  to  enjoy  two  Benefices,  with  Cure,  will  be 
greatl  V  diminished,  if  such  as  have  power  to 
quality  would  abate  the  number  of  their  cliap* 
lains  allowed  tliem  by, law,  as  we  are  resolved 
for  that  cause  to  abate  our's ;  l>e.sides,  we  will 
lav  strict  char^^  upon  the  bishops,  under  pain 
of  our  displeasure,  that  such  ministers  as  ci- 
ther now  have,  or  hereafter  shall  liare,  two 
Benefices,  with  Cure,  shall  careftilly  observe 
the  -1 1st  and  47th  Constitutions,  confirmed  by 
us.  An.  1603,  whereby  it  i^  provided,  tliat 
every  such  parson  as  bath  two  Benefices  shall 
(where  he  doth  not  reside^  maintain  a  preadw 
er,  lawfully  allowed,  tlmt  is  able  sufficiently  to 
teach  imd  in!«truct  tlie  people  in  his  absence  ; 
uiid  in  case  the  bishop,  upc>n  complaint  made 
unto  him,  ihall  neglect  bis  duty  in  taking  order 
with  ^uch  ns  have  ingrossed  Benefices  into 
their  hands,  or  shall  not  have  provided  for  the 
ser\  ing  of  Uie  Churches  with  sufficient  preach- 
ers in  their  absence,  ujion  information  given 
thereof  to  ourselves,  we  shall  make  it  appear 
how  much  we  dislike  such  neglect,  and  how 
much  wc  tender  a  reformation  in  such  cases. — 
By  occasion  of  the  Conference  at  Hamptoit^ 
Court,  ill  the  beginning  of  our  reign,  and  upoa 
some  oiiicr  complaints,  our  Clergy,  by  our  dt» 
rectioi),  made  a  Constitution  with  a  condition 
which  we  confirmed,  wherein  they  shewed 
themselves  very  williag  to  forbear  the  censure 
of  excommunication  for  contumacy,  where  the 
original  cause  was  of  no  great  weiglit,  and  of 
private  interest,  so  as  there  might  be  a  lav 
made  whereby  contumacy  in  such  cases  might 
otlierwise  be  sufficiently  punisbed.  And  ac> 
cordingiy  they  cauaod  a  bill  to  l>^.  dr%w|i  for 
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duit  purpose,  and  exhibited  unto  the  Xower 
House,  which  fouud  no  passage  there;  never- 
theless, vvhen  such  a  bill  shall  be   hereafter 
agrt'cd  upon  as  may  euai>le  our  £cclesiabtical 
Judges  coodignly  to  punish,  the  said  contempts 
in  the  causes  mentioned,  otherwise /than  by 
excommunication,  and  'so  produce  the  refuiv 
mation  which  is  so  much  desired,  we  shall  be 
pleaded  to  give  our  royal  assent  unto  it,  so  as 
It  shall  rest  in  our  hands  to  effect  tliat  which 
is  desired. — ^Touching  the  Inconvenience  and 
dangerous  extent  of  the  statute  1  Eliz.  cap.  1. 
our  approved  care  for  the  well  prdcntig  ot  Jvc- 
desiasticaKJourts  and  Causes,  ought  to  banish 
from  the  conceits  of  our  loving  subjects,  all 
needless  ond    imaginai'y  fears f  nevertheless, 
Mfe  are  pleased  to  assure  them,  by  our  ruyal 
promise,  tliat  our  Ecclesiastical  Cuniuiissions 
shall  not  be  directed  to  singular  persons,  but 
to  such  a  number  of  commissioners,  and  iheui 
so  selected,  as  the  weight  of  such  causes  doth 
require;    and  that  no  definitive  sentence  be 
given  or  pronounced  by  such  our  commishion- 
ers  under  the  number  of  7  of  them,  sitting  in 
court,  or  5  at  the  least,  and  that  only  in  case 
of  necessity.    And  further,  that  we  sliall  not 
take  advantage  by  any  power  given  us  by  that 
statute,  to  grant  forth  any  Forms  of  Commis- 
sions extending  furtlier  than  to  imprisonment, 
and  reasonable  iine:    and   likewise  that  we 
shall  restrain  such  our  several  Commissions  to 
the  number  of  3,  the  one  for  the  province  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  other  for  that  of  York; 
besides  wo  arc  resolved  to  establish  an  Oi*der 
touching  the  use  and  practice  of  our  said  Com- 
missions, as  tliat  none  of  our  loving  subjects 
shall  be  drawn  from  remote  places,  eitlier  to 
London  or  York,  except  it  shall  be  for  such 
exorbitant  offences  as  are  ht  to  be  made  ex- 
emplary, and  for  the  enumeration  of  Ecclesi- 
astical Causes  in  particular;  and  as  it  is  a 
matter  full  of  difficulty,  so  it  is  needless,  us  we 
suppose,  constderine  that  they  are  alread^r  so 
limited  and  confmed,  tliat  no  ancient  Canons 
or  Spiritual  Laws  are  in  force,  tliat  are  either 
contrary  to  the  laws  or  customs  of  this  realm, 
or  tend  to  the  damage  or  hurt  of  our  preroga- 
tive royal. — For  the  Grievances  apprehended 
in  the  Couunission.     First,  a  Sovereign  King, 
being  *  mixta  persona,*  and  having  authority, 
OS  well  in  causes  ecclesineitical  as  temporal,  it 
^%'as  with  great  wisdom  ordained,  matters  of 
the  Church  being  many  ways  impugned,  aud 
the   censures    of    it   grown    into    contempt, 
tliat  there  should  be  a  Commission,  consist- 
ing as  well  of  temporal  as  ecclesiastical  per- 
sons, wiio  might  have  power  for  one  offence 
at  one  time,  and  by  one  sentence,  to  iiiHict, 
as  tlicre  should   be  cause,  both   a  spiritual 
und   temporal   punisliment.     But   as  to   the 
Enquiry  by  Juries,  it  hath  not,  for  many  years, 
been  practised,  and  we  are  content  that  here- 
after it  be  omitted  in  our  Commission.     And 
.  concerning  Appeals,  tlie  use  hath  always  been 
to  exclude  them  in  Commihsions  of  tliis  na- 
ture ;  and  yet  if  any  of  our  subjects  >hail  be 
justly  grieved  with  any  sentence  given  by  our 
Vol.  1. 


commissioners,  we  shall  be  content  as  we  fmd 
just  cause,  to  grant  unto  ihein  a  Commi^biou 
of  Review :  also  for  the  Execution  of  divers 
Statutes  aimed  at  in  your  Grievances,  although 
it  hath  been  from  time  to  time  committed,  in 
some  sort,  unto  our  commissioners ;  and  that 
every  such  Coiumissiiin  hath  been  stikd  und 
penned  by  the  aitoraey-gcneral,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  chiefest  temporal  judges ;  )ct  \vc 
are  well  pleaded,  and  will  give  conuii mcnient 
accordingly,  that  our  temporal  and  ecclesias- 
tical judgc.n,  assisted  wiih  ourlearucd  cuuncil, 
shall  confer  together,  C4)ncerMing  the  excep- 
tions by  you  taken,  to  the  erd  that  heicuiler 
our  saia  commis-sioncrs  may  have  iio  t'urthcr 
power  to  intermeddle  with  tlje  c\eciiti(»n  of  any 
part  of  the  Siiid  Matutc,  than  it  shall  be  found 
fit  for  our  service,  necessary  for  the  sup- 
pressing of  Popery  aud  iSchism,  and  no  w  ays 
repugnant  (o  the  laws  and  policy  of  this  our 
kingdom.  But  for  mivking  any  Innovations  in 
the  Fonus  and  Proceedings  heretofore  used  by 
our  said  Commissioners,  \\  e  know  no  cause  to 
depart  therein  from  the  example  of  our  pro- 
genitors, nor  ii-om  that  wliich  the  laws  of  tiiis 
our  kinj^dom  hath  approved ;.  and  touching 
Fees,  since  it  is  a  Court  by  statute  erected, 
and  no  fees  in  the  statute  expressed,  it  was 
very  fit  that  the  commissioners  should  havo 
authority  to  limit  and  appoi^it  to  every  olticcr 
his. reasonable  fees,  and  »c  will  commend  the 
further  care  thereof  to  some  principal  persons 
of  our  Commission  to  take  a  view  of  tliem ; 
and  as  to  reform  what  they  Hnd  amiss,  .so  to 
establish  such  as  shall  be  moderate  and  reason- 
able.— ^Touching  the  Grievances  foimd  in  the 
execution  of  the  Commission,  we  know  that 
there  is  no  Commission  nor  Court,  either  of 
ecclesiastical  or  temporal  jurisdicticm,  but  may 
be  subject  more  or  less  to  abuse  in  tl»e  exe- 
cution of  their  authority;  nevertheless,  it  is 
our  part  to  have  our  ear  open  to  receive  com- 
plaints of  that  kind,  cipecjally  from  our  pari, 
when  we  shall  find  them  to  be  just ;  and  there- 
fore our  purpose  is  to  see  such  reformation  to 
be  made  of  all  abuses  in  the  execution  of  the 
said  Commission,  as  may  best  procure  the  ease 
o**  our  subjects  from  ch'argo  or  vexation,  and 
suchpunishment  to  be  inflicted  on  Pursuivants, 
or  other  inferior  Ministers,  which  shall  be  of- 
fenders, as  may  repress  such  misdemeanois  in 
time  to  come. — It  is  our  princely  care  and  of- 
fice to  uphold  and  maintain  all  the  Courts  of 
Justice,  both  ecclesiastical  and  tempond,  with- 
in this  our  reahn  ;  that  none  of  them  encroach 
upon  the  other,  but  keep  itself  within  tiie  true 
bounds  and  limits  thereto  appertaining.  Nei- 
ther is  it  unknown  (we  suppose)  to  the  wh.Je 
realm,  what  pains  we  have  already'  taken  to 
that  end ;  and  we  propose  (God  wilhng)  there- 
in to  persist,  until  we  shall  settle  a  certain  or- 
der as  well  concerning  Pnihibitio'ns,  as  tlie  in- 
cidents thereunto  belonging,  that  no  one  of 
t)ur  courts  may  be  prejudiced  by  another. 
And  that  (all  late  itiventions  and  novelties  on 
all  sides  eschewed)  Prohibitions  may  freely 
proceed  from  such  courts,  in  such  causes  and 
4D 
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in  such  form,  as  by  the  ancient  laws  of  the 
realm  hath  tieen  accastoincd.     And  touching 
Wiiis  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  Homine  lleplc* 
giaiid«»,  our  pleasure  is,  that  tliey  be  granted 
according  to  law. — Aliliough   we  know  well 
that  by  the  constitutions  of  the  frame  and  po- 
licy of  this  kingdom,  proclamations  are  not  of 
e(|ual  force,   and  in  like  degree  as  laws ;  yet, 
nevertheless,  we  •think  it  a  duty  appertaining 
to  us,  and   inseparably  annexed  to  our  crown 
ftnd  ret^al  authority,  to  restrain  and  prevent 
fsuch  mischief  and  inconveniences  as  we  see 
growing  in  the  commonwealth,  against  which 
no  certain  law  is  extant,  and  wliich  may  tend 
to  tlie  great  grief  and  prejudice  of  the  subjects, 
if  there  should  be  no  remedy  provided  until  a 
|)Krl.  which  prerogative  our  progenitors  have 
in  nntient,  as  well  as  later  times,  used  and  en- 
joyed.    But  if  sithcnce  the  beginning  of  our 
reign,  Proclamations  have  been  more  frequent 
than  in  former  times,  or  have  extended  forther 
than  is  warranted  by  law,  we  take  it  in  good 
part  to  be  informed  tlicrcof  by  our  loving  sub- 
jcct^,  and  take  it  to  heart  as  a  matter  of  great 
consequence ;    and    therelore    we   will    have 
Conference  with  oiir  Privy  Council,  and  with 
our  Judges  and    learned   Council,    and   will 
cause  such  our  proclamations  as  are  past,  to 
be  reformed  where  cause  shall  be  found  ;  and 
for  future  time   will  provide  that  hone    be 
tnade  but  such  as  shall  stand  tvith  the  former 
laws  or  statutes  of  the  kingdom,  and  such  as  in 
cates  of  necessity  our  progenitors   have,   by 
their  prerogative  royal,   used  in  times  of  the 
"bcfst  and  happiest  govt,  of  this  kingdom. — Our 
desire  is,  that  all  our  subjects  universally  may 
be  governed  by  the  laws  that  make  best  for 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country  where  they 
live,  and  whereby  justice  may  be  equally  and 
spceilily  administered,  as  well  to  poor  as  rich, 
witli  least  charge  and  ex  pence ;  and  for  those 
4  counties  for  which  suit  is  now  made  to  have 
them   exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  our 
council  in  Wales,  and  the  marches  of  the  same, 
Me  conceive  it  to  be  a  matter  of  very  great  im- 
portance ;  for  ir  tcudcth  to  the  alteration  of  a 
settled  state  of  govt,  conthiued  by  the  space  of 
many  years,  in  the  times  of  divers  khigs  and 
queens,  our  predecessors,  advised  by  as  wise 
and  judicious  privy  counsellors,  and  executed 
and  j)ut  in  use  ever  since  the  making  of  the 
statute  34  Hen.  VIII.  tliat  gave  strcngtli  to  the 
govt,   by   many  as  grave,   rev.   and   teamed 
Judges  as  this  realm  ever  had,  who  lived  at 
and  nearest  the  tune  of  the  said  statute,  and 
therefore  best  understood  the  sense  and  mean- 
ing of  it.     Therefore  we  find  our  crown,  npon 
s  )  good  grounds,  so'long  possessed  of  that  form 
of  govt,  in  those  parts ;  and  having  holdeu  one 
constant  course,  ever  sithcnce  our  coming,  to 
keep  the  state  of  all  affairs  of  this  realm,  and 
especially  of  justice  and  govt,  the  same   we 
found  ;  to  the  end  there  might,  in  a  manner, 
be  no  shew  of  change  by  us  (which  hath  been 
justly  observed  as  an  apparent  mark  of  God's 
blcssin*:  upon  us  and  our  kingdom)  we  have 
vciamcd  and  continued  still  the  »anic  govt,  in 


those  courttics,  ivith  fit  moAeratkm  by  your 
last  Instractions ;  holding  it  bodi  just  aod  coo* 
venicnt,  as  well  for  those  as  all  other  parts- 
wherennto  it  is  appHed.  Nevertheless  *«  will 
take  time,  and  inform  ourself  of  aH  things  that 
may  lead  our  judgment  to  the  best  ordering  of 
a  cause  of  so  great  weight  and  cunsideratioiH 
and  will  thereupon  resolve  and  do  as  we  $hM. 
find  answerable  to  justice  and  policy  of  i4afee» 
which  cannot  be  separated ;  always  professing 
for  the  satisfaction  of  our  loving  sut^ects  in 
general,  that  as  we  are  and  ought  to  be  sidw 
to  put  down  or  alter  those  Courts  and  Go» 
vernments,  which  the  wisdom  of  former  ttmeft 
hatli  established;  so  we  are  firmly  resolved 
never  to  erect  in  any  other  parts  of  the  realn*^ 
any  like  courts,  or  provincial  Councils,  eic«pt 
it  be  by  assent  of  par),  and  for  fiill  assursnoe 
thereof,  we  will  yield  to  any  security  that  by 
act  of  pari,  shall  be  reasonably  devised." 

"  Marlii  26,  IGIO.  Manorit^  concerning  the 
(heat  Contract  with  his  MajestVy  touching 
lenurcs  uith  tfie  Dependants,  Purcc^nce^ 
<5c.  delivered  bif  the  Committees  of  the  Coof 
mom  House  unto  the  Lords, 

"  Demands  in  Matters  of  Tenures,  ^-cr— Tbe 
desire,  in  general,  is  to  have  aH  Knights  Ser\'ioc 
turned  into  free  and  common  Soccage.  la 
particular  some  Tenures  more  properly  cob^ 
cern  the  Person,  some  the  Possession." 

"  Concernmg  the  person,  viz^ — Grand  Scr- 
jeanty,  wherein  thoueb  the  Tenure  be  taken 
away,  yet  the  Service  of  Honour  to  be  saved, 
;  and  the  Tenure  per  Baroniam,  as  ic  m^y  coi>- 
cem  bishops  or  parsons,  or  men  in  pari,  to  be 
considered.  Petty  Seijeanty,  escuaf;e  certain 
and  uncertain,  to  be  taken  away.  That  Cas- 
tle Guard  which  rests  in  rent  to  be  saved.  All 
Knights  Services  general,  both  of  king  ami 
common  nersonst  Homage  ancestral  and  or- 
dinary, ^vith  the  respite  of  them ;  both  thean 
to  be  taken  away,  only  the  Coronation-Homage 
to  be  saved,  not  in  respect  of  Tenure  but  of 
Honour.  The  Form  of  doing  Fealty  not  yet 
resolved  of.  Wardship  of  body,  marriage  of 
the  heir,'  of  the  widow,  to  be  tak'en  away. 
Respite  of  Fealty  to  be  taken  away.'' 

**  Ctmceming  the  possession,  viz. — Wardships 
and  Custody  of  Lands  to  be  taken  away.  Pri- 
mier  Seisin  to  cease.  Livery  Ouster  le  main, 
to  be  taken  away  so  far  as  they  concern  Te- 
nures, or  Seizure  by  reason  of  Tenures,  other 
than  for  Escheats.  Licence  of  Alienation  upon 
fines,  feofments,  -leases  for  life,  and  other 
conveyances.  'Pardon  of  Alienation,  pleadiug 
*  diem  dausit  extremum,  Mandamus,  quae.plura 
dcvenerunt,  offices  post  morlem,  inquisitioois 
ex  officio,'  except  for  escheats.  Also  all  Con- 
cealed Wards '  de  futoro,'  all  Instractions,  all 
Alienations  past,  all  Bonds  and  Covenants  £c^ 
Performance  of  what  tends  to  Knkhts  Service ; 
all  tliese  to  be  determined.  The  like  for  Wards 
of  common  persons^  viz..  All  Wards  now  ia 
being,  or  found  by  office,  or  which  shall  be 
found  by  office  before  the  conclusion  of  tiiis 
Coutract;  ^od  whose  lAcesten  died  withia^ 
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.  vmLt%  before,  these  to  be  saved.  Relief  upon 
knights  Serrice  to  cease.  Patentees  that  pay* 
a  swja,  or  pay  lOths  or  Fee-Farms.  These  not 
tt>  double  their  rent  upon  a  rehcf  to  he  paid. 
Kecheats,  Horiots,  Suit  of  court  rent,  work-days 
and  such  Services ;  these  all  to  remain.  Aid 
to  the  king  to  renuun,  but  limited  iu  a  certain 
to  95,Q00t.  '  cum  acciderit.'  Aids  to  common 
persons  to  cease." 

J\  Die  ^fartis  ^dJunii,  1«10.— -If  any  Body 
Politic  or  Corporate,  or  other  person  or  persons, 
or  any  from  or  under  whom  they  claim,  have 
)iad  possession,  and  been  reputed  owners  by 
tfee  space  of  60  years,  and  neither  tlie  kin?  nor 
bis  progenitors,  nor  anj^  other  for  hira  or  tiiem 
kave  had  possession,  by  taking  of  profits  by  the 
space  of  one  whole  year,  without  interruption, 
wkhin  60  years,  the  king's  title  before- that  time 
sboU  bo  extinguished ;  and  such  possessor  or 
reputed  owner  of  the  inheritance  shall  hold  the 
inheritanoe  against  the  king's  maj,  his  heirs  and 
suqoessors ;  and  against  his  patentees,  and  all 
claiming  from,  by  or  under  hnn  or  them,  or  anv 
of  liis  progenitors;  and  if  the  king's  iuj\j.  orhfs 
progenitors,  have  been  in  possession  only  of  a 
rent  reservetl  upon  arrentation  of  Assarts,  or 
waste  grounds  in  forests  or  other, lands,  or  upon 
some  grants  iti  fee^farm :  and  any  Body  Po^ 
Ulick  or  Corporate,  or  other  person,  have  en- 
joyed the  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments 
Sot  which  such  rent  is  paid,  by  the  space  of  60 
ycai-s  and  more,  as  his  own  proper  soil  and  in* 
lieritance,  the  king's  maj.  his  heirs  and  suc^ 
cessors,  shall  enjoy  the  said  rent  only ;  and  tlie 
reputed  owners  shall  hold  the  inheritance  ac- 
cording to  the  several  reputed  estates ;  and  all 
others  claiming  or  pretending;  title  under  any 
^hat  shall  gain  the  inheritance  a^ninst  the  king 
by  this  law,  cither  for  yeare,  life,  entail,  or  for 
other  estate,  either  at  the  counnou  law,  or  act 
cording  tc)  tf^e  custom  of  any  mauour,  shiill  hold 
nn6  enjoy  the  same,  according  to  their  fonncr 
supposed  estf^tc, — And,  it  was  thought  reason- 
able that  some  course  he  tlHJUght  upon  cour 
cerning  such  as  pay  the  king  any  rents  for  land, 
as  chief  lord,  or  otherwise,  having  hud,  by  the 
space  of  60  years  or  more  the  freehold  and  in- 
heritance of  the  said  lands  in  themselves,  or 
such  from  whom  they  claim  that  claim,  that  by 
colour  of  such  rent  received,  the  king  should 
not  be  entitled  to  the  inheritance. — And,  that 
some  coarse  may  be  taken  for  limitation  of  en- 
tries, and  actions  of  rights,  and  titles  of  lands 
belonging  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  princi- 
pality of  Wales,  and  counties  of  Chester  and 
Flint;  and,  namely,  that  some  provision  be 
made  for  it  in  the  patent  now  shortly  to  be 
passed  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  such  as 
imve  been  reputed  of  the  inheritance  and  had 
possession  above  60  years,  shf^U  not  be  im- 
peached.'' 

**  Patentees  to  he  eoncluded,  in  like  sort,  as 
if  the  estate  had  still  remained  in  the  King. — 
I.  That  Letters  Patents  of  his  raaj.  his  heirs 
find  sutcesBOFB,  and  other  his  progenitors,  not 
fieretofore  made  void  by  judgment,  or  such 
tatiy  as  hiMii  bwxK  made  biowQ  by  oue  y^;^'*$ 


continuance  of  possession,  shall  be  continued, 
and  taken  most  benelicially.for  the  patentee^, 
their  heirs  and  assigns ;  in  case  any  estate  of 
iidicritancc  be  passed,  and  for  tlio  patentee, 
liis  executors;  achniuiutrators,  and  ai>signs,  to 
whom  any  lease  hath  or  bhail  be  made,  accord- 
ing to  the  purport  of  the  said  letters  paiejits  or 
Iciise ;  and  no  otlier  exposition  to  be  made  of 
any  patent,  grant,  or  lease,  of  the  king,  or  liis 
progenitors,  but  such  as  the  law  makes  iu  grants, 
and  leases,  made  by  common  pei-sons,  any 
collateral  matter,  common  rule,  or  maxim  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. — 2.  And  tliat  all 
Letters  patents,  grants)  or  leases,  from  hence- 
forth shall  be  expounded,  constructed,  taken 
or  ac^udged,  to  pass  all  rights,  titlts,  estates, 
and'interests,  whatsoever  the  king  at  the  time 
of  the  said  letters  patents  made,  might  have 
passed  as  king  or  duke ;  and  that  such  grants 
as  have  been  made  under  the  Duchy-:Scul  of 
Lancaster,  of  land  reputed  Duchy^Lands,  by 
the  space  of  60  years,  shall  be  good  notwith- 
standing the  king  have  any  other  tide  hereunto, 
in  right  of  his  crown  or  othci-wise,  3.  Tliat 
tlie  king  or  any  patentee  of  the  king,  his  heu-a 
or  successors,  shall  not  take  any  forefeiture  of 
his  estate  for  non  payment  of  rent,  but  only 
shall  have  a  penalty  of  doubje  the  rents;  but 
that  the  lessee  slmll  enjoy  his  estate  against  the 

f)atcntces  as  he  did  under  the  king;  and  that 
eases  made  upon  suagestion  of  surrenders,  may 
not  be  overthrown  for  defects  or  imperfections 
of  or  in  the  surrender,  or  for  j^ant  ot  surrender, 
4.  The  subject  upon  every  intbrmatiou  of  in« 
stniction  be  admitted  to  plcud  the  general 
issue,  "  not  gudty  ;'*  and  not  be  forced  lo  any 
special  plea;  neither  shidl  any  injuiictiou 
in  respect  of  such  pita  be  granted,  to  turn 
him  out  of  possession,  having  had  possession 
by  the  space  of  one  year  before.  5.  The 
point  concerning  penal  laws  and  informers, 
shall  be  ordered  as  shall  be  mo>t  for  the  bc-i 
pelit  and  ease  of  the  subjects,  preserving  the 
force  of  tlie  law,  and  a  course  to  be  establish- 
ed for  the  due  execution  thereof,  and  inflicting 
the  penalty,  6.  All  purveyance  aud  ukings 
for  his  maj.'s  use,  the  queen,  the  prince,  and 
all-Other  the  khig's  children,  and  for  all  offices, 
courts,  councils,  and  societies  whatsoever,  to 
be  utterly  taken  away,  as  well  purveyance  and 
taking  of  housel.old,  stable,  navy,  servants,  la-^ 
bouiers,  and  all  other  provisions;  and  also,  for 
carts,  horses,  and  carriages,  both  by  la  ml  and 
water ;  and,  generally,  all  purveyances  and  tan 
kings  for  whomsoever,  whatsoever,  of  wha* 
name  or  nature  soever,  to  be  for  ever  extinV 
guished ;  the  composition  for  the  same  to  be 
all  dissolved  and  r^eased ;  the  clerk  of  the 
market,  auct  all  others,  ta  be  disabled  for  set- 
ting any  prices  ;  the  power  and  prerogative  of 
pre-emption  to  be  dctermi]ic4>  uot  intending 
hereby  the  pre-emption  of  Tin  ^  What  regard 
shall  be  had  to  the  merchantTStranger  in  this 
point,  to  be  left  to  further  consideration.  7. 
That  his  maj.  would  be  pleased  to  pardon,  re* 
lease,  and  discharge  all  old  debts,  due  to  him 
or  w»y  of  bisprogenitoxs^beforaiht;  ^oUiEli?  : 
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and  that  hereafter  every  suhjcct,  sued  ot  mo- 
lested tor  auy  debt  due  to  his  maj.  or  his  pro- 
tgcIlltur^,  or  that  shall  grow  due  to  his  heirs, 
may  plead  that  the  same  debt  beeame  due  to 
the  king  or  his  progenitors,  by  the  &paee  of  10 
years  past ;  and  that  the  same  in  the  mean 
tiino  -hath  not  been  sued  for  in  any  of  the 
lvii)g*s  eouris,  and  thitt  the  same  appearing  to 
be  true  or  v)  profcd,  shall  be  a  good  plea  id 
bar.  H.  All  prt^iincs,  and  po'-t-tines  due  upOD 
alienation,  by  fine  or  recovery,  to  be  taken 
a<%ay." 

"lOth  July,  1610. — ^That  where  any  man 
Khali  be  outlawed,  at  the  suit  ofa  common  per- 
son, belorc  judgment  or  after,  the  plaintiff 
first,  and  all  others  arter  him  in  order  as  they 
de*«ire,  ail  may  be  paid  tlieir  just  debts  out  o( 
the  forfeiture  uicuvn  to  the  king,  betbre  the 
kin;z  or  any  oihcr  take  any  advantage  of  such 
foricituic.  In  like  manner,  in  all  attainders  of 
felony  and  treason,  all  creditors  to  be  satisfied 
for  their  just  debi>,  out  of  the  estates  of  the 
pei-soi.s  attainted.  That  the  clause  in  the  stat. 
S4  -and  J5  Hen.  ^  III.  by  which  the  king 
hath  power  to  alter  tlie  laws  for  Wales  and 
make  new,  be  repealed.** 

"  In  the  iuiertm  Uii  mtr  next  Acceu: — No 
man  to  be  questioned  or  troubled  for  any 
land  upon  defective  titles,  eitlier  upon  pre- 
tence that  the  parent  is  void,  or  for  assart 
lands,  and  such  like,  which  have  had  long  pos- 
session and  no  patent.  No  man  to  be  ques- 
tioned for  land  gained  by  the  sea,  be  it  an- 
cient or  new.  No  concealed  ward  to  be 
8ouL,ht  after,  nor  any  to  be  questioned,  afler 
the  death  of  whose  ancestors  an  oAice  hath  not 
been  found  within  10  years.  No  roan  to  be 
questioned  for  old  debts;  nor  alienations  with- 
out licence ;  nor  be  confin<?d  to  plead  his  li- 
cence, or  title,  or  tenure,  in  the  exthequer.** 
"  18tii  July,  1610.— 1.  Tlmt  whereas  the 
House  of  Commons  have  already,  among  tlieir 
Grievances,  preferred  a  petition  to  Ins  maj.  as 
of  right  and  justice,  that  the  4  English  cotmties 
may  have  a  trial  by  law,  concerning  tlieir  inhe- 
ritance to  the  common  laws  of  this  realm,  and 
so  to  he  cumpted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
President  and  Council  of  Vales  (a  matter 
wherein  the  whole  realm  is  deeply  interested), 
notwithstanding,  upon  occasion  of  this  great 
Contract,  the  Commons  doth  humbly  petition 
to  his  maj.  as  of  grace,  that  without  further 
suit,  trial,  or  trouble,  those  counties  may  be 
restored  to  that  their  ancient  rijiht,  the  same 
leing  no  way  prejudical  to  his  maj.'s  honour, 
m  point  of  Fovereijinty  (as  we  conceive),  as  her 
ing  alike  to  his  mii).  in  which  of  his^  courts  his 
subjects  have  tlnir  trials;  and  in  profit  mitch 
lei's :  but  rather  being  a  matter  of/^re^tfir  be- 
nefit to  his  maj.  in  the  duties  due  tor  suits  in 
his  Courts  at  Westminster,  and  to  his  maj/s 
loving  subjects  there,  it  will  be  a  matter  of 
great  corotbrt,  and  of  enabling  them  the  better 
to  perform  their  part  of  this  Contract,  by 
ea?-ing  them  of  much  causeless  vexation  and 
charges,  which  in  trifling  suits  they  now  bear 
and  endure.     3.  The  king  to  be  bound  upon 


demmrers,  to  express  the  cMse  of  dcmiirrer 
for  form,  as  the  subject  is  by  by  the  stau  97th 
Eliz.  S.  Petition  to  be  made  to  bis  miy.  to 
grant  out  Commissions,  to  deckrt  the  jubt  and 
due  fees  of  all  the  courts  and  offices  in  this 
realm,  so  far  tbrth  as  they  are  to  be  paid  by 
the  subject;  as  they  to.be  reduced  into  a 
book  and  printed.  4.  His  mcy.  also  to  be  pe* 
tinned  to  appoint  some  to  make  a  diligent  sur« 
vey  of  all  the  penal  statutes  of  this  realm,  to 
tlie  end  that  such  as  are  obsolete  or  unproit- 
able  may  be  repealed  ;  and  this  for  Uie  better 
ease  and  certainty  o(  the  subject ;  all  such  as 
are  profitable  concerning  one  matter,  may  be 
reduced  into  one  statute  to  be  passed  in  pari. 
5.  The  Lords  to  join  with  theCommons  in  Pe- 
tition to  'his  maj.  for  recompencc  to  be  made 
by  his  mtij.  to  all  such  officers  of  courts,  as 
ai-e  damuified  by  this  Contract  in  point  of  Te* 
nures." 

"  20th  July,  1610. — 6.  His  m^-  to  he  peti- 
tioned tliat  he  will  be  pleased  to  grant  no  Pro- 
tections contrary  to  law.  That  the  extent  of 
every  article  that  is  decreed  for  the  good  of 
the  Commons  in  this  great  Contract  with  his 
maj.  should  be  expounded  and  explained  in  all 
causes  doubtful,  by  the  Commons,  according 
to  their  true  meaning.  Reservation  to  be 
made  of  further  addition  at  the  next  sessioo, 
of  any  proposition  within  the  bounds  agreed 
on ;  viz.  not  to  impair  his  maj.'s  honour,  in 
pomt  of  sovereijint}',  nor  to  diminish  his  estate, 
m  matters  of  profit,  without  recompence  for 
the  same." 

"  21st  July,  1610. — Answer  to  the  Lords' 
3  Propositions,  viz.  1.  What  assurance  his 
maj.  shall  have  of  200,0001,  yearly  revenue? 
Ansner,  Not  having  resolved  yet  whereupon 
to  raise  this  revenue,  nor  in  what  manner  to 
levy  it,  thus  much  we  are  resolved  of,  That  it 
shall  be  stable  and  certain  to  his  maj.  and 
convenient  for  his  maj.'s  ofliccrsto  receive  and 
gather  it. — 2.  What  matter  of  content  in  tbe 
interim  shall  be  brought  down  into  the  coun* 
try?  Jmrctr,  1st)  to  the  meaner  sort,  tbe 
assuring  them  that  notliing  shall  be  levied 
upon  their  ordinary  victual,  viz.  bread,  beer, 
and  corn,  nor  upon  their  handy  labours.  2dly, 
to  tlie  better  sort,  the  view  of  these  things, 
which  in  lieu  of  that  sum  we  shall  receive  mm 
his  mai.  whereof  copies  to  be  taken  down  by 
such  as  please.  3rdly,  in  general  to  all,  his 
maj.'s  gracious  Answer  to  our  Grievances. — 
i3.  VVhat  course  now  tor  the  settling  of  this 
creat  Contract  and  proceeding  in  it?  Am*, 
First  of  all,  we  proceed  now,  by  addition  of 
sOme  more  Articles,  which,  together  with  the 
former,  in  one  entire  copy,  we  will  present  to 
the  Lordsw  9dly,  for  the  settling  of  it  at  our 
return  to  find  it  as  we  leave  it,  we  will  enter 
in  our  book,  1.  What  we  have  demanded,  vix, 
these  Articles.  2.  What  we  have  resolved  to 
give  therefore  to  hb  maj.  viz.  200,0001.  by  the 
year.  3.  The  security  to  be  by  act  of  pari,  io 
as  strong  sort  as  can  be  devised.  4.  11m 
manner  of  levying  it  to  be  in  such  sort  as  may 
be  secure  to  his  m^,  9iid  in  the  most  easefiij) 
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mod  contentfal  sort  to  the  subject,  as  by  both 
houses  of  pari,  cau  be  devised." 

*  Memorial  concerning  the  Great  Contract  with 
his  Maj,  touching  Tenures,  with  the  Depen- 
dentSf  Conveifance,  6fC,  conceived  by  the 
direction  of  th£  Lords  of  the  Higher  House 
of  Parliament,  viz, 

"  Whereas  the  knights,  citizens,  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  Lower  House  of  pari,  iiave  this 
day,  by   committee,  delivered   to  the  Lords 
Committees  of  this    House,  a  Memorial  by 
them  conceived  and  put  in  writing,  containing 
eertain  Articles  concerning  the  great  Contract 
iivith  his  maj.  which  during  this  session  hath 
long  and  often  been  in  speech  and  debate  be- 
tween their  lordships  and  them,  as  well  on  his 
inaj.'s  behalf,  as  for  the  interest  of  their  lord- 
fthips,  and  of  the  said  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgesses;  by  which  Contract  they  are  tied  to 
assure  unto  his  maj.  his  heirs  and  successors, 
the  sum  of  800,0001.  in  yearly  revenue,  in  sa- 
tisfaction of  tlie  great  yearly  profits  which  his 
maj.  hath  or  may  make,  as  well  in  respect  of 
the  w  ardships  of  the  bodies  and  lands  of  his 
subjects,  and  all  other  incidents  to  Tenures, 
as  of  die  beneht  arising  by  post-fines,  defective 
titles,  assarts,  and  many  other  immunities  and 
privileges,  togetlier  with  the  extinguishing  of 
purveyances,  (all  tending  to  the  proht  and  ease 
of  his  maj.'s  subjects),  jn  tlie  conclusion  where- 
of there  is  this  clause  mserted,  viz.  *•  that  the 
extent  of  every  Article  that  is  desired  for  the 
good  of  the  commonys,  in  this  great  Contract 
^ith  his   maj.   shouLd  be  explained  and  ex- 
pounded in  all  cl9,u&es  doubtl'ul,  by  tlie  Com- 
mons, according  to  th^ir  true  meaning.'    And 
whereas  at  the  presenting  of  the  same  Memo- 
rial, it  was  also  delivered  in  t|ie  name  of  the 
X^wer  House,  by  sir  Edwyn  Sandys,  that,  not- 
ivithstauding  tlie  said  clause  .pserted,  it  was 
not  intended  to  make  any  question  of  the  price, 
or  of  any  main  part  of  the  Contract,  because 
they  were  agreed  in  the  substance ;  but  only 
to  receive  some  liberty  for  the  exposition  of 
the  extent  of  some  branches,  which  coptajncd 
those  requests  which  they  had  made  under  t|)at 
liberty;  (which   his  mty.  gaVe  them  to  pro* 
pound  such  other  things  as  ^ould  not  derogate 
irom  bis  honour  or  profit)  in  all  which  they 
desired  also,  by  the  mouth  of  sir  Edwyp  San- 
dys, to  retain  liberty,  '  addendo,  minuendo,  et 
interpretaudo.'    And,  whereas  it  was  also  de^ 
livered  by  the  gent,  aforesaid,  that  the  Lower 
IK>use  were  resolved,  at  the  end  of  this,  to  de- 
liver a  clear  Answer;  that  is  to  say,  concern- 
ing the  king's  assurance,  though  for  the  manner 
of  levy,  they  had  not  yet  taken  the  same  into 
consideration  in  the  absence  of  their  fellows; 
yet  of  this  one  thing  they  did  desire  their  lord- 
ships to  remain  assured,  that  it  was  their  full 
intention  and  resolution  that  his  m^.'s  reve- 
nue, depending  upon  this  Contract,  should  have 
these  two  qufdiues;  one  that  it  should  be  a 
feveaue  fimi  and   stable;     another  that   it 
should  not  be  difficult  in  the  levy.    In  both 
irhi^  they  assured  tbexBsoiveS;  they  did  fully 


answer  the  meaning  of  that  speech  which 
made  mention  of  lerra  Firraa.    And,  foras- 
much,  as  the  knights  and  burgesses  of  the 
Lower  House,  have  also  acknowledged  (and  that 
most  truly)  that  they  did  always  understand ' 
themselves  bound  to  limit  themselves,  so  care- 
fully, in  all  things  which  they  have  sought  for, 
or  shall  do,  not  bein^  particularly- expressed  at  ' 
the  time  that  they  did  accept  ol  the  price,  as 
not  to  demand  or  expect  any  condition,  where- 
by his  maj.  should  lose  either  honour  or  profit, 
as  aforesaid.    I'hc  Lords  also  who  are  likewise 
in  their  own  particular  estates  and  possession, 
(beside  the  care  of  the  pubhc  good)  no  less  in- 
terested in  the  said  great  Contract  than  they, 
and  by  their  eminent  places  and  degrees,  are 
more   strictly  bound   to  take  care   of  those 
tilings  which  do  particularly  concern  the  ho- 
nour and  revenue  of  the  Crown  than  others 
are,  have  now,  upon  good  advice  and  deUbe- 
ration,  thought  fit  and  necessary,  not  only  to 
acknowledge   their  personal  consent  to  tiie, 
substantial  parts  of  this  Contract,  but  with  the 
privity  of  his  maj.  as  an  argument  of  his  con- 
sent, given  order  likewise  for  an  entry  to  be 
made  of  the  same  Memorial,  in  manner  as  is 
aforesaid ;  that  is  to  say,  with  the  same  reser- 
vation, whicli  was  verbally  desired  by  them  in 
these  words ;  '  addendo,  minuendo,  et  inter- 
pretando;'  and,  with  that  reservation  which 
IS  contained  in  the  latter  clause  of  their  Me- 
morial, viz.  *  That  the  extent  of  every  Article, 
that  is  desired  for  tlie  good  of  the  Commons, 
in  this  great  Contract  with  his  maj.  should  be 
expounded  and  explained  in  all  causes  doubt- 
fid,  by  the  Lords  of  the  Higher  House,  fiar  tlie 
good  of  his  maj.  and  themselves." 

In  this  situation  did  this  Grand  Albir,  be- 
tween the  king  and  the  people,  stand  at  the 
end  of  the  last  session ;  and,  by  the  Demand 
of  the  subject  and  the  moiiardi's  Answer,  it 
seemed  as  if  a  Contract  might  liave  been  con* 
eluded  at  their  next  meeting.  The  CommoDS, 
in  this  last  session,  had  oartered  long  for 
180,0001.  per  annum  to  be  paid  the  king  for 
these  liberties;  and  at  last  came  up  to  the. 
price  demanded  (200,0001.)  but  it  was  all  to 
no  efiicct.  I'he  same  pari,  met  again  on  the. 
16th  of  Oct.  the  time  limited  by  the  last  pro- 
rogation. But  we  have  now  no  other  autho- 
rity to  §0  by,  for  the  proceedings  of  the  ensu- 
ing session,  than  the  Lords  Journals ;  those  of 
the  Compipns  being  lost. 

The  Great  Qontract  relating  to  Tenures,  4f .] 
Oct.  23d. '  The  business  of  the  Great  Contract 
was  resumed  by  the  Lords,  who,  as  their  Jour- 
nals express  it,  thought  good  to^egin  with  the 
greatest  and  most  weighty  matter' now  depend- 
ing in  deliberation ;  concerning,  as  well  Te- 
nures, with  their  dependants,  as  Purveyor* 
and  otfier  things ;  \n  tfie  state  that  afiair  was 
left  at'  the  breaking  up  of  the  last  session. 
Tlieir  lordsliips  agreed  to  send  a  Message  to 
the  Commons  to  desire  a  conference,  by  com- 
mittees of  both  houses,  in  order  to  bring  this 
weighty  business  to  a  hapoy  conclusion.  An- 
swer was  returned  that  tliey  accented  of  the 
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Troposal,  and  Oct.  25th  was  ap*pointcd  for 
tkat  purpose.  Afterwards,  on  the  lord  clian- 
eelk»r*s  motion,  it  was  ordei-cd,  Tlmt  all  the 
Lords  then  in  town,  and  not  prcM:nt,  should  he 
warned  and  required  bv  the  hotjsc  to  give  iheir 
perstmat  ntrendance,  on  tliat  day  at  the  hour 

^ixed,  which  was  between  9  and  10  io  the 
morning.  At  ihe  time  appointed,  there  ap- 
peared Ml  the  hou^e  accord ine  to  the  list,  11 
Dps.  12  eark,  1  viticount,  and  26  barons,  llie 
£rst  thhig  they  did  was  to  name  a  Committee  : 
»ext  was  read  openly  the  Metuorial,  £x>nccrn- 
ittf;  the  Great  Contract,  as  it  was  pven  in  t))e 
Kst  session,  by  direction  of  the  Lords ;  as  also 
tiie  other  Memorial,  which  vras  delivered  at 
the  end  of  the  last  version  by  the  Committee  of 
the  CoHMnons.  Then  die  lord  chancel  lor  pat 
the  lords  in  mind  of  the  state  of  tl^e  business 
concerning  the  said  Contract ;  and  moved  that 
Acir  lordships  would  now  give  their  advice 
what  should  he  spoken  that  afternoon  to  the 
coroinittce  of  the  other  house,  touching  the 
prcnmses,  and  by  whmn  the  same  shall  be  de- 
livered. Aih4  because  this  matter  is  of  such 
l^at  moment,  his  lordship  wi^hed  the  debate 
thereof  might  be  by  way  of  intcilocntion  ;  to 
tfmt  purpose  the  house  t^  be  adjourned,  and 

-  the  I/)rds  to  sit  as  jn  a  committee ;  which  was 
gencntUy  approved  and  agi-eed  to. 

After  a  snort  adjournment,  the  House  of 
Lords  met  again  on  tjje  30th.  When  their 
Lordsliips  were  informed  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, That  Robert  Bowyer,  clerk  of  pari,  had 
lately  received,  from  the  under-clerk  to  the 
Commons,  a  letter  dated  Oct.  ^Tdi  in  these 


"  Sir,  I  am,  by  order  of  the  Common* 
^tmse  of  parliament,  directed  to  repair  unto 

S«,  and  to  desire  of  you  a  true  Copy  of  his 
ajesty's  Answer  to  the  Grievances  of  the 
•nljject,  presented  the  last  session  of  pari,  as 
well  the  Answers  to  the  first  four,  concerning 
natter  of  Profit,  as  the  rest  concerning  matter 
of  Govennncnt,  answered  the  last  day.  The 
drder  b,  thftt  you  are  to  subscribe  your  hand 
unto  it,  and  to  make  it  ready  before  Monday 
lUomtng  next,  at  which  time  there  will  be  a 
apecial  occasion  of  use  for  it.  I  am  your  very 
assured  friend,  Ra.  Evans.    Saturday,  Oct. 

97,  leio.** 

The  Chancellor  added,  That  the  said  clerk, 
in  respect  of  his  duty  to  this  House,  had  for- 
born  to  satisfy  the  contents  of  the  said  letter ; 
and  had  only  relumed  for  answer,  That  of 
)iiintelf  he  had  no  power  or  authority  to  make 
fbrth,  or  deliver  Conies  of  that  nature  ;  but, 
at  the  next  sittmg  ot  the  Lords,  he  would  ac- 
<)uaint  their  lordships  with  the  said  letter,  and 
then  be  ready  to  do  whf\t  they  should  com- 
tband  him. 

This  Answer  was  approved  by  the  Lords ; 
w  ho,  ha\i  unconsidered  of  the  matter,  *<  Thought 
h  botli  fit  and  reasonable  tliat  the  Copy  de- 
sired should  be  bcnt,  authcntickly,  to  the 
Lower  House ;  because  the  matter  and  sub- 
stance thereof  equally  concerned  both  houses ; 
and  wa^  originally  intended  by  his  mj»j.  to  be 


iaiparted  to  all  bi:i  loviog  suImccIs  w^boot  dm^ 
tinction.*]     But,  their  Lordsoip)»  diid  not  ap« 

f)ro\  c  of  this  maniu:r  of  demand  ;  which  should 
mvc  been  by  nui>tion  to  thcmbclves,  and  not 
by  a  letter  from  mi  under  ckrk  to  the  clerk  of 
tliis  House,  or  by  any  such  order  or  direction 
a^  al>ove.  Not\vith!>tauding  this,  as  their  wts> 
doms  thought  it  not  convenient,  that,  for  this 
cause,  the  weighty  business  of  fhis  Great  Cou- 
tract  with  hia  ma|.  being  now  in  treaty,  and  for 
which  this  session  of  pari,  was  diiefty  lield, 
should  any  way  be  in  danger  to  sutler  inter* 
ruption,  impediment,  or  dplay  ;  it  was  agreed 
to  by  all  the  lA»rds»  and  ordered,  "  I'lmt  tbm 
Clerk  of  this  House  should,  by  the  leave  of  tke 
house,  send  to  the  said  clerk  attending  the 
Commons  the  ('opy  de^iired,  under  his  hand, 
with  an  Answer  to  thirpurp«)se:'' 

"  Upon  receipt  ot*  your  letter,  I  have  tliia 
inst.  30th  Oct.  acquainted  my  lords  of  the 
Higher  House  of  pari,  tlterewithal.  Wbcr»» 
upon,  their  lordslu[>s  are  well  pleased  and  con- 
tent that  I  8halt  send  you,  ander  my  hand,  that 
which  ih  desired,  which  hereuithal  you  receifre 
accord  inulv.  I  rest  your  asiured  loving  fncad, 
Ro.  Bowyer.'' 

But,  an  Entry  was  ordered  to  be  made  in 
the  Journal,  with  special  caution  and  prm'isioo, 
that  this  particular  be  iH>t  at  afty  time  drawn 
or  used  as  a  precedent;  hut,  that  in  aU  cases 
of  like  nature,  hereafter  happening,  due  course 
and  care  should  he  ohser\'ed  (or  prc^epviug  the 
honour,  dignity,  and  urivilej^e  of  that  liousc. 

The  Pari.  diMiolvedJ]  This  c<»ndesccnsion  of 
the  I>ords  to  the  Commons  had  not  the  wished 
for  eftect ;  for  ttiough  the  conferences  began 
a^ain  between  the  two  houses,  about  t\\e  Grand 
Contract,  yet  they  came  to  no  conclusion. 
Th6  Journals  give  no  account  of  any  Report 
made  ftom  these  committees,  relating  to  that 
KffkiT ;  and  on  the  ^th  ot'  Dec.  after  two  «bort 
adjournments,  the  pari,  watt  proFogued  hy  com- 
mission, to  the  9th  of  Feb.  ensuing/  And,  on 
that  day,  the  lord  chancellor  produced  another 
commission,  from  the  king,  by  which  he  declar- 
er! this  pari,  to  be  finally  dissolved. — It  is  easy 
to  see,  by  the  abruptness  of  these  proce^ngs^ 
that  the  king  and  his  pari,  parted  in  no  go^ 
humour  with  ono  another ;  but,  since  the  Jodf* 
nals  are  silent,  as  to  thar  mntter,  we  m*ist  have 
recourse  to  tliC  hi^t-^ry  of  the  times  for  an  ex- 
planation. Wilson  tells  us,  "  That  on  the 
meeting  of  this  session  of  pari,  the  membera 
were  willing  to  secure  their  allegiance  to  the 
kinv,  out  of  pietv ;  yet,  they  were  so  strict  even 
m  diese  youthful  days,  tvhich  he  called  oh-. 
stinacy,  that  they  ^uld  not  obey  him  in  his 
encroachments  upon  the  public*  liberty  which 
he  be<;;an  then  to  practice.  For  being  now 
seasoned  with  7  years  knowledge  in  his  pro- 
fpH^ion  here,  he  thoufj^hi  he  might  set  up  for  bimn 
self;  and  not  be  still  journeymen  to  the  lavish 
tor»gues  of  men,  that  pryed  too  narroirlj  into 
the  secrets  of  his  prerogative,  which  are  mys- 
teries too  high  for  them,  being  Aroana  Imperii^ 
fitter  to  be  admired  than  questioned.  Bnt,  the 
parl^  were  a^rei?iicn4y«  eooush,  ij^  thc«% 
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WMkien  fny^teH«9  %imde  many  dark  steps  into 
tke  people's  liberties ;  ftud  tlity  were  \^iUiiig, 
by  the  light  of  law  mid  reaaoUf  to  diik^over  wluit 
was*cbc  king's,  wlmt  theii-s :  which  the  king  un- 
wiitiiiig  to  tmvc  seaiclied  iiKo,  lU'ter  live  iics-, 
«ons,  in  6  yeau^  tiine,  dissolved  the  pari,  by 
Prociamation." — Our  lliutijriaii  has  thoufiht 
|»riiper  to  mention  this  Procianiation,  only, 
wittiout  living  us  a  copy  ot*  it :  but  we  arc  b<?- 
.  bokling  to  the  Continuator  ot'Stowc's  Clironicle 
for  a  genuine  transcript  of  this  act  of  btate, 
wlitch  Ti'ill  fall  very  aptly  in  this  [)lace : 

The  King*s  Proclumution  netting  forth  the 
Ii£atimM  of  this  Disw/utUfH.'^  "  \Vhereas  tJie 
kinti^'s  mvst'Cxeellent  ma;),  coittinucd  tins  pari, 
tuf^cther,  longer  tluui  liath  bin  usual,  or  might 
well  have  stoo<l  eitlier  with  hi:»  important  aflfaires 
«f  state,  or  with  the  publicke  bu^incss  of  three 
whole  temies  spent  in  the  two  last  sc^^sii^ns :  or 
with  tiie  occasions  of  tiie  countrey,  where  the 
•ervice  and  hi>spitahtie  of  many  persons  of 
<|ualitie  hath  beene  uii:>sing,  and  divers  sliircs, 
citties,  and  burrouiih  lownes  have  bcnee  bvr- 
<iened  with  allowances  made  to  tlie  knights  and 
burgesses  whom  Uiey  imploycd ;  besides  the 
■particular  expense  of  tlie  nobilitie  and  otlierb 
Attending  that  service.  And  all  this  in  expcc- 
U^tion  of  a  good  conclusion  of  some  of  those 
weighty  causes,  which  have  been  tliere  in  deli- 
beration, not  only  for  the  supply  of  the  neces- 
sities of  his  majesties  estate,  but  for  die  ease 
and  freedom  of  his  subject cs,  in  many  things 
proposed  by  his  raiyesty  in  pari,  for  ditfering 
and  surpassing  tlie  favors  and  graces  of  fm-mer 
times,  both  in  nature  and  value.  His  maj. 
hath  now  resolved  (fiir  preventing  of  furtiter 
trouble  of  all  tliose  that  would  pre]^are  them- 
^«clvcs  to  be  here  against  the  time  limited  by  the 
last  prorogation)  to  declare  by  these  presents 
that  they  shall  not  need  to  give  their  attendance 
«t  tlie  day  appoynled,  for  any  service;  to  be 
done  as  members  of  t^iis  pari. ;  because  his 
maj.  (for  many  good  considerations  known  to 
faimselfe)  hath  now  determined  to  dissolve  this 
pari,  by  his  commission  under  his  Great  Seal 
.  of  England.     Dated,at  VVhitelmll,81stof  Dec. 

A  new  Pari,  called,']  No  pnrl.  was  called 
till  the  year  1C14,  when  writs  were  sent  out, 
for  one  to  meet  at  Westminster,  mi  tlie  6th 
of  ApriL  The  usual  preliminaries  at  the  meeting 
of  a  new  pari,  being  settled,  the  king  came 
down  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  being  seated 
-on  the  ThroBC,  made  the  following  Speech  to 
both  bouses  of  pari.;  the  original  of  which  is 
preserved  in  the  Cott/)n  Library  : — 

The  King's  Speech  at  optning  the  Session.'] 
**  It  is  the  sayeing  of  tlie  wy^ste  king  that 
evere  was,  *  That  the  imrte  of  kings  weare 
inscrutable ;'  but  in  the  laste  parleamente,  I 
nmsto  calie  to  your  remembrance  the  compa- 
risone  I  used,  whearin  I  presented  myselfc 
unto  you  as.  a'  mirrore,  whetirin  you  mighte 
cleerelye  see  the  integretye  of  my  parpos  for 
our  lengtheninge  that  parlcameiHe  for  the  ee> 
nqrall  good  and'beuefyte  of  the  comraonweltne ; 
but  ai  I  then  so^d  oi^  the  nature  of  a  mirrore, 


that  it  mighte  be  deffyled  by  the  eyes  of  th^   ' 
behoulderes,  so  did  some  of  the  lowere  house 
(ooke  uppon  me  with  pointed  eyes,  and  as  X 
Mwy  saye,  deffyled  my  mirrore,;  I  cunne  sayc 
no  more  nowe  thetv  I  did  tl)en,  but  to  otters 
you  the  same  mirrore,  to  [looke  to]  protestynj 
as  I  shall  auswerc  it  to  Almyghty  God,  that 
my  integrctye  is  Uke  the  whitnes  of  my  roabe* 
my   purety  like  the  -mettle   of  golde  in  my 
crowne,  my  firmnes  and  clewnes  like  the  pre- 
sious  stones  I  weare,  and  my  aflectyones  ua- 
turalle  like  the  rednes  of  my  harte. — Three  im- 
portant and  weighty  ends  have  caused  me  to 
caulc  this  present  assembly  of  the  lords  spiri- 
tuull  and  temporal!,  the  knights  aud  burgeset 
represcntynge  tljc  bodye  of  my  comones,  whicb 
I   nmste  divide   into   3  parts   and   brandies^ 
*  Bona  Anim»,  Bona  Corporis,  &  Bona  Foi^ 
tuna?,'  Relygeon,  Safety,  and  the  Asy>tancc  of 
my  subjects,  which  are  the  true  grounds  of  this 
aiid  all  well-intended   parleaments. — For  rely- 
gione,  wiiirh  the  philosophercs,  with  the  gly- 
mering  hghte  of  nature,  calcd  Bona  AniDue* 
I  muste  comend  to  your-cousiderasoncs,  th« 
great  increase  of  Poperic;   notvvithstandiiuge 
the  assiduous  labore  1  have  bestowed,  aud  the 
greate  care  I  ha\^  ever  manifested,  as  may 
witness  both  my  penne  and  tonge,  I  think, 
with  moare  paynes  than  any  of  my  predeoos* 
sores ;  and  for  my  zeal  in  private,  not  to  vant. 
of  it,  for  avoydinge  vayne  glory e,  yet  I  hope 
all  my  coarse  of  hfe  and  actyoiies  will  speuke 
for  me.' — ^In  tliis  is  to  be  considered  the  Caus^ 
and  the  Remedye ;  for  the  Cause,  it  is   un- 
donbtedlye  impunite  which  made  them  pre* 
sume  to  so  notoryous  declarasones  of  their  ior 
cixase,  and  their  impunitie  prooeedethe  fmoa 
two  roasones :  first,  some  brainches  of  the  lawes 
made  to  meet  with  them  are  so  obscure,  tliat  I 
mysclt',  with  con'ferenoe  with    my  lords  the 
judges,  cannot cleere  them;  as  I  could  instance 
in  many  particiders,  that  this  time  weare  rite 
for  it,  as  in  the  oathc  of  aDcagcance,  to  which 
many  scruples  have  rissen,  aud  are  yet  unre- 
solvede. — Secondlye,  for  want  of  due  present- 
ment in    the   contreye  by  the   otTyceres  ap- 
poynted  to  it,  according  to  the  provisyone  of 
the  la  we ;  and  in  some  places  when  presented* 
yet  they  are  so  favored  by  the  justices  of  peac^ 
that  as  a  lieutenaute  of  myne  in  one  contreye 
hath  infurroed  me,  he  could  not  procure  tlire^ 
of  the  peace-,  excepte  some  of  his  ownc  frendf 
and  servants,  that  wouUle  assiste  him  in  the  due 
.execushone  of  my  lawes.     And  this  in  tlie  first 
place,  I  comend  to  your  considerasones. — Not 
tliat  I  desire  to  make  any  newe  or  more  rigo  • 
rouse  lawes  againste  them ;  but  that  these  ,inay 
have  execushone,  wliich  is  the  life  of  the  lawe, 
and  without  it  they  are  but  deade  words.     I 
speuke  this  not  for  my  favore  to  them,  but  for 
consyense  and  pollesye. — For  Consyense,  to 
evoyde  the  scandalles  which  the  Jesuites  have 
ever  caste  uppon  the  late  queene  of  tamos  me* 
mory,  and  uppon  my  governmente,  that  we  have 
persecuted   and   taken  bloodo  for  relygeone, 
which  I    have  evere  disci  ay med.— For    Pol- 
Icsye^  sinse  no  state  nor  storye  cane  evideuse 
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that  any  relygeone  or  hercsye  was  evere  cx- 
terpated   by  viol  en  se    or    the   swoarde,   nor 
Jiave  I  evere  judged  it  a  wave  of  planting 
truthe.     An  example  of  this  I  take  out  of  the 
booke  of  Jobe,  wheare  when  many  rigorouse 
counsels  weare   propounded,  Gamaliel  stood 
upe  and  advised  tliat,  *  If  that  religion  weare 
of  God,  it  wold  profiperc ;  if  that  of  man,  it 
wold  perishe  of  itsclfe  ;V  besyde  inene  are  so 
prone   to  gloryc  in   defcndingc  and   sealinge 
their  oppiuyones  with  their   hloodc,  that  the 
primityvc  cliirche,  in  one  age,  declyned  into 
an  aifectashon  of  martirdonie.    And  many  he- 
resyes  hathe  had  his  martires  that  hathe  gone 
with  tlie  bame  alacret^-e,  and  desyre,  and  assur^ 
ance,  to  the  tyre,  as  those  that  ha\  e  witnessed 
for  the  truthe  have  done. — ^Thc   second  and 
neareste  consyderason,  to  the  soulc,  relygeon, 
IS  the  safty  or  *  bonum  corporis,'  w  hich  littyne 
hathe  but  one  worde  '  satus/    The  principall 
safetye  of  this  bodye  consystes  in  the  prescrva- 
tione  of  the  king  and  his  issue,  and  this  in  pres- 
ierving  a  due  successyone.---^ince   the  laste 
parleamente,  God,  for  my  synnes  and  the  peo- 
ples,  hath  .takene  awayc  one   and   the  tirst 
brainch  thearof,  but  as  he  gave  me  the  afByc- 
tyones  of  Jobe,  so  hathe  he  gevene  me  the 
patyense,  and  in  tlie  end  the  rewarde,  another 
tor  him,  a  grand-child  in  his  plase,  oneW  the 
the  sayeng  of  Jobe  inverted,  *  The  Lorde  hathe 
geven,  and  the  Lorde  bathe  takcnc,'  I  may 
say,  the  Lorde  hath  tokene,  and  the  Lorde 
Latlie  geven,  yea,  he  hath  geven  me  compeu- 
fcatyone, '  eodem  genere,'  a  sonne  for  a  sonne. 
— For  Uie  matche  of  my  daughter,  though  I 
must  saye,  that  besydes  his  many  other  good 
quaJitycs,  he  is  one  whom  for  his  persone  I 
could  asserte,  of  all  that  evere  mync  eyes  be- 
held ;  yet,  I  made  this  matche  only  *  reipub- 
hoe  causa;'  and  for  establishemente  of  reli- 
gion and  the  coraone-wclthe  have  I  sacrcfyscd 
my  daughter.  -  For  the  Comone-Wclthe,  that 
if  my  issue  male  shulde  taile,  you  could  have 
not  only  prinses  borne  of  ti*ue  Englishe  and 
8cotts  bloode,  but  norishcde  with  ttie  mylke  of 
the  same  pure  relygeone  you  now  proffcsscj. — 
For  Relygeone,  in  some  re?>pect  for  her,  that 
being  youuge  and  a  woman,  bothe  subjecte  to 
frmiltye,  1  wold  not  delyver  hir  into  the  hande 
ofthelyon,  when  1  see  so  many  strong  and 
grounded  chainpyones  cannot  rcMste  the  cun- 
ning and  spctiousncs  of  their  perswasyones. — 
Besydc  the  Reason e  of  State  taken e  from  the 
inouthe  of  Ilenrye  Vllth.  my^ancestore,  from 
whome  1  clayme  my  crowne,  when  he  gave 
my  grcat-grand-mother  the  lady  Magaratc  to 
king  Jauies   IVth.  he   snyd,  *   Heare  was  no 
danger  in  tiie  matche,  for  that  the  ksserc  wold 
never  drawc  the  greator,  but  the  greater  the 
lesse  '^  and  this  ruile  was  approved  by  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  who  gave  no  ibsuc  to  the  two 
Marys,  my  mother,  and   Mary  of  Englunde, 
lieires  of  liis  crowne,  and  marrycd  to  France 
and  Spayue  two  mightye  kingdomcs. — ^Thcar- 
fore,  I  desyre  you  to  she  we  your  nffectyones  to 
rav  s^nne  ni  lawe,  by  some  recognishone,  that 
)ie  may  see  hce  is  not  hcldc  as  an  alicnc  and 


unregarded  among  you,  and  to  make  a  deda* 
rashon  of  the  successhone  of  his  i$su6,  if  God 
for  our  synnes  would   take  away  my  is»aa 
male. — ^To  the  3rd  pointe,  which  is  bona  fyr^ 
tuns,  as  the  safety  or  bonum  corporis  is  ihm 
esse,  so  is  tliis  the  benC'-esse  and  mostc  neces* 
sarye  to  it. — ^Thc  extraordinary  charge  I  was 
at  in  this  mariage,  suche  as  I  beleeve  wat 
nevere  greutere,  which  I  did  performe  in  the 
eyes  of  you  all,  for  my  honor  and  yours  is  doC 
unknowne,  howe  by  the  deathe  of  my  soaoe, 
the  mariage  peing  put  of,  I  was  constrayned 
to  defraye  my  sonne  in  lawe  and  his  trayne 
six  monthcs. — ^I'he  great  expense  bothe  by  sem 
and  lande  for  transportyng  hir  into  a  farre 
contraye,  answerable  to  my  honore  and  hir», 
and  this  kingdomes,  cannot  be  forgotten  bj 
you.    Yet  if  any  obiecte  the  aydcs,  I  refierra 
It   to  youre    consyderashons  and   judgment^ 
howe  lytle  it  is,  mesured  by  the  tymes  whearin  . 
it  was  firste  granted  and  by  this ;  every  one  of 
you  feileth  it  in  your  fees  of  courte  that  are 
my  servants,    and    in   anntyente    rente   this 
change  of  tymes.    Therefore,  sinse  reipubliq^ 
causa,  I  have  undergone  this  disbursement,  it 
is  the  commoneweltlies  interests  to  repair  it.— 
Besydes  many  greate  occasyoaes  of  expense, 
by  entertainemente  of  forradne  princes  and 
ambassadors,  the  great  and  large  Christmasses 
[  have  kept  at  my  corny ng  to  the  crowne,  the 
fcare  of  Ireland,  and  the  consyderashonc  of 
tJiat  newes  bothe  of  peace  and  ware  are  many; 
[  doubte  not  but  your  affectyones  will  holde 
some   proporsyone  with   my  waote. — But  I 
mustc  be  playne  with  you,  I  will  dcale  no 
moare  with  you  like  a  marchante,  by  waye  of 
exchange,  for  every  bargaine  chete  the  lone. 
I  will  expect  loving  contribushone  for  lovinc 
retribushone,  which  is,/  suum  cuique  tribuere, 
the  sume  of  all  justyce;   and  to  take  care 
bothe  for  your  case  and   preservasone. — Ta 
come  to  accomptc  with  you  how  and  what,  it 
is  too  base  for  my  qualletye ;  I  will  only  proove 
what  you  will  doe  in  your  love,  and  what  the 
people  can  spare  with  their  ease;  and  not- 
withstanding   my    many    straights,    I     have 
chosenc  to  relye  on  your  good  ailectyones  ra- 
ther than  to  streche  my  prerogatyves. — But 
first,  I  mustc  cleare  some,  rmnores  and  asper* 
syones  caste  abroade  by  ill  aflfectyones,  that 
heare   are  some  private  undertakeis  uppoii 
whome  I  dide  relye,  who  with  their  credite  or 
indubterye,  wolde  doc  grcAte  matters:   first^ 
as  I  proteste  it  is  in  itselfe  false,  so  is  it  un* 
worthie  of  me,  because  I  had  rather  have  any 
thing  with  generall  love,  moare  respectvn^  the 
source  and  aflfectyon  from  whence  it  is  Jenved, 
then  any  proffytc  by  them.    This  I  hope  yod 
will  credite;    silence  all  the  dissonante  and 
jarringe  stringes  of  the  kingdom,  which  shall 
bringe  you  home  your  prinses  grace  and  fevorc." 
After  the  king  had  ended  liis  Speech,  tlie 
Lord  Cliancellor  made  a  short  one ;  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  to  signify  his  mm.*!  pleasure 
to  the  Commons,  that  they  should  retire  to 
their  accustomed  place,  and  there,  out  of  their 
own  body,  choose  one^  fit  and  able,  to  be  thcic 
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speaker,  and  present  bim  to  the  king  on 
the  7th  of  April.  *  Accordingly,  on  that  *lay, 
tlic  Commons  presented  sir  Randolph  Crewcj 
kt.  as  tlieir  Sneaker ;  who  was  introduced  to 
the  king  hy  sir  Ral^h  VVinwood,  kt.  principal 
secretary  to  his  ma),  and  sir  Julius  Ciesar,  kt. 
chancellor  of  tlie  exchequer;  and,  witli  the 
'  mual  ceremonies,  was  allowed.  The  first 
thing  the  Commons  did,  afler  tit  is,  was  to  make 
«n  order  that  every  member  should  take  the 
sacrament  at  st.  Margaret's  church,  Westmiu- 
Bter. 

The  Kin^t  2rf  Speech  to  the  Parliament.'] 
April  8ih.  The  lord  chancellor  dellTcred  the 
king's  pleasure,  that  all  the  Lords,  members 
of  that  house,  should  to-morrow,  by  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  attend  his  ranj.  at  the  Ban- 
queting-houic  of  the  Court,  there  to  under- 
stand his  further  pleasure  and  direction, 
touching  certain  business  to  be  treated  on  in 
this  pari.  We  are  not  told  by  the  Journals, 
what  the  King  said  at  this  meeting ;  nor,  like 
the  Conner  speech  from  the  throne,  is  it  men- 
tioned by  any  historian,  or  evei»  printed  in  this 
King's  Work 5.  We  are,  therctore,  obhjjed  to 
the  before-cited  repository  of  anti'^uities,  for 
tliis  Speecli  also ;  which  is  transcribed  from  a 
M.S.  as  old  as  the  time,  and  in  its  own  ortho- 
graphy : 

**  According  to  my  promys,  I  will  make  you 
that  preseute  I  mentioned  the  other  day  at 
our  laste  meeting ;  but,  first,  1  muste  make  a 
requeste,  that  conseniynge  which  I  ofter,  you 
will  lovke  nppon  the  aftectyon  of  the  givere, 
and  not  the  valine  of  the  gyfte;  cspecyally, 
because  it  is  supported  between  twoe  so  beu- 
t^full  shuiters,  smceritye  and  love ;  for  sin- 
ceritye  without  love  may  be  too  coolde,  a/id 
love  without  sincerityc  dissimulasion ;  but 
whear  thcs  two  ar6  conjoyned  they  make  a 
perfecte  bewtye ;  it  is  the  contynuauce  of  that 
luirrore,  which  I  onse  oftered  and  nowe  pre- 
sente  againe,  and  '  diinidium  facti  qui  bene 
ccppit  liabet.'  I  have  begune  *  bonis  anspiciis/ 
to  make  it  a  parleamente  of  love,  that  tuj  the 
laste  beganc  with  discorde  and  ended  so,  so 
this  raayc  begine  with  concorde  and  love,  and 
contynue  so. — I  may  ollerc ;  it  is  ray  parte  to 
he  gratious,  and  yours  rctributyngc.  I  maye 
reseave  assystancc  and  you  ease,  not  to  me, 
hut  to  the  thinge  which  is  also  the  goode  of 
yourselves,  the  coiuone  goode,  thnt  wee  doe 
mutually  owe  in  love.  And  1  maye  saye  with 
tlie  prophcto,  *  Woe  is  to  him  that  shall  caste 
dissen»yon  ;*  if  the  kiuge  and  comone-wealthc 
weare  contrary,  devishone  mighte  ensue,  but 
beingc  one  as  they  are,  this  holey  emulasion  of 
mutual  goode  shall  begyne  to-daye  one  my 
parte,  mid  one  youre  hearaftere;  that  the 
"World  maye  sec  the  love  of  the  kinge  to  his 
subjectes,  and  your  love  to  the  kinge,  and 
.tliear  shall  be  no  cmulnsyon  but  who  shall 
ottere  with  moste  affectyon. — God  is  loved  for 
the  gyfte  he  bcstowethc,  and  loves  againe  for 
thanke,  which  is  all  man  cane  give,  and  ihcar-' 
fore  in'  scripture  goode  men  are  called  the 
friends  of  God;  because  tb^  are  bcnevulente; 
\  UL.  1. 


and  I  that  am  kinge  and  in  that  offyse  doc  re-* 
presente  God  that  muste  gevc!,  begine  wiibe 
oft\ses  and  «yftcs,  and  expecte  from  you  a 
chcarfullncss  m  retribushone,  witli  a  grcatfuU 
harte,    acfcordynge    to    a    comone    proverbe 
manyc  tymes  used  to  mee,  by  roanye  of  the 
courte  to  move  me  to  some  suite,  that  they 
dide  moare  rcspecte  the  signetycaslione  of  my 
grace  and  favore  in  such  a  marke  of  niy  bene* 
volcnce,  than  the   vallue  of  that  which  was 
demaunded ;  but  because  I  wolde  not  make> 
aney  abrupte  speche  to  you,  1  will  remem- 
ber   you  o^  somewhate   spokene    the  laste 
daye,  to  styre  you  upp  to  goe  one  to  the 
principle    buseness  with   moare   alacretyet-r- 
Firste,  as  I  saye,  *  a  jove  principium,'  to  have 
care  to  the  grate  cncrease  of  Poperey ;  yet  I 
wold  not  have  Papistes  to  vaunte  ot  theair  goode 
scedc,  sinse  theair  greateste  conquestes  are  one 
weomene  and  iguorante  persones ;  they  assaylle- 
onlie  the  weaker,  and  getc  to  them  not  suche  as 
they  wold  but  suche  as  they  cane,  and  it  isverey 
rcmaikable,  an  ill  cause  is  moste  vigilente  and 
carefull  to  defend  itself;  yet,  as  1  saye,  not  to 
proceed  to  towxlic  lyfe  or  lande ;  for->  as  I  no* 
ted,  persecushone  was  never  a  justefyed  waye- 
of  establishinge  rely^eon;  but  by  the  execu- 
shone  of  goode  la^es,  in  which-  lette  my  lords 
the  judp:es  witnes  for  me,  if  I  do  not  twite  a 
yfeare  give  it  them  in  charge,  that  they  enquire* 
of  that  encrease  in  tliair  circuites ;  and  also 
twise  every  yeare  require  an  accompte  of  it ; 
and  for  some  remedy  thearin,  I  desire  you  tlie 
lords  of  the  upper  house,  to  consulte  with  the 
judges ;  and  yon  of  the  comones  with  yoar 
owne  lawicrs. — To  that  I  speake  of  the  Oathe 
of  Allegeance,  I  intended  it  not  in  the  lawe, 
for  thear  is  nothing  in  the  substance  of  it  but 
every  good*subjecte  maye  receave  it;  but  ia 
the  waye  howe  to  admynester  it,  bycaitse  mea 
maye  keepe  home  in  thear  owne  houses,  thear 
is  no  provishone  howe  men  maye  be  cauled  to 
it;  it  is  true,  that  it  is  a  grate  happyness  that 
men  may  lyve  in  quiete  under  the  la*ve,  every 
man  nnder  his  owne  olyve  and  his  owne  vine, 
but  this  swcetnes  oughte  not  to  extend  to  those, 
that  make  that  a  protectyon  to  lyve  againste 
fawe. — For  tliat  which  concerned  my  sonne  in  . 
lawe,  I  shall  not  need  to  saye  much,  I  doubte 
not  to  fynde  you  redy ;  and  the  bylle,  I  tlianke 
my  lords,  hatlic  bine  alrcdy  rede  and  welle  re- 
ceaved  of  them. — For  the  third  parte,  which 
concerned  the  Itelielc  o(  my  Estate,  I  pray  you 
understand  me  arighte,  for  righte  u^iderstand- 
ing  is  tlie  etfcct  of  true  elloquence;  I  speake 
to.  you  the  knights  and  burgescs  representing 
the  comones,   bycause  yours  is  the  greatest  i 
parte  and  you  'siiSkx  moste,  that  you  will  con- 
sydere  the  charge  I  was  at  in  the  maryage- 
pointc. — ^The  State  of  Irelande,  whichi  pretend 
not  witboat  juste  cause,   yet  without  fearc; 
for  thouglie  tney  cane  uevere  be  reduced  to  so 
perfecte  obedyence  witliout  estublishmente  of 
relygeon,  yet  m  the  laste  tryalle  of  thaiir  par- 
leamente, I  have  found  imtny  goode  subjectes 
thcare. — ^Yct  consyder  tliiit  the  memberes  most . 
removed  icoui  the  harte  have  moste  ueede  of 
4E 
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feuecore;  they  Ije  moste  obnoxious  to  harme, 
»od  as  a  pcaye  to  ail  enemyes  of  the  bodye; 
%nd  thoughe  none  of  myne  ancestorcs  could 
severe  be  cauied  so  absOlutly  a  kiuge  of  that 
eontraye  as  I  maye,  yet  tbear  muste  be  a 
greate  care  had  of  those  fcmoteste  partes  of 
the  dominioD  which  have  alwayes  byne  emunc- 
toryes  of  £oglande»  and  whcarin  moarc  hathe 
byne  spent  in  one  yeare  tliau  wold,  by  frugal- 
lety,  be  saved  heare  in  manyc. — I  do  not,  as  I 
aayde,  oflfere  you  lyke  a  roarchaiitc  or  charla* 
tuine,  but  to  lette  you  see  what  I  owe  you  in 
jostysy  '  suum  cuique  tribuere;*  yet  what  I 
geve^  free-frace  will  require  that  you  accepte 
with  cheariuines, — I  demauad  not  this  nor  that, 
but  6iily  the  ground  of  your  love,  and  the  mea- 
sure of  It  by  the. measure  of  your  benevolence; 
but  what  shall  be  the  cnde  of  this,  the  kinge 
irail  growe  in  love  with  parleamentes,  and  so 
be  ever  drawinge  and  wenringe  of  his  sub- 
jectes.  I  answer,  my  comforte  shall  be  oneiy 
to  meete  you  to  contulte  of  the  comone  weall- 
Skres,  and  howe  I  may  ea»e  you,  and  to  re- 
oe^ve  your  greevances,.  foe  I  hope  to  fynde  a 
waye,  by  improovcinge  my  re\'enewe  justely; 
beleeve  me,  I  shall  lie  ashaoiede.to  dcmaund 
any  moare  in  tliis  kynde,  or  to  be  ever  impor- 
tunate ;  yea,  as  I  saye,  of  any  private  men ; 
but  this  as  I  vowe  it  is  fare  from  my  harte  to 
acoepte,  so  hathe  it  nevere  byne  oflKircd ;  it  is 
true  that  every  bonestc  and  goode  suhjecte 
oiighte  to  offere  his  camelles  aiul  service  unto 
me,  and  so  perliaps  I  have  herde  the  oppyny- 
ones  of  many,  but  nevere  in  so  unwortnie  a 
proposytyon.* — The  rumore  perhaps  hathe 
growne  from  the  ambysyous  contensyon  of 
some  men,  in  the  electyone  of  some  knyghte 
of  the  shecres,  which  I  nevere  herde  of  before 
94  bowres;  what  I  wholye  disavowe,  that  Ii 
tieverc  directely  or  indirectely  dide  prompte) 
or  binder  anye  man  in  the  free  electyone,  and 
wheare  anye  faolte  have  come  by  me.  I  woldc 
have- the  rezine  syned  for  it;  nor  dide  I  ever 
put  aiw  oonfydence  in  a  partee  parleamcnte, 
axid  of^this  I  appcale  to  all  the  snerryfes  and 
lordes,  let  them  accuse  me  freelye. — Another 
brainche  I  must  add  to  the  former  three,  which 
indeede  concernethe  bothe  saftye  and  proifytc, 
and  concourcthe  to  them  boihe;  that  wee 
mnye  meete  this  parleamcnte  to  remoove  and 
take  awaye  all  oppynyone  of  drines  betweene 
me  and  my  snbjectes,  which  our  lougth- 
enynge  out  of  the  laste  hathe  nested  in  the 
bmrte  of  manye  bothe  at  home  and  abroade; 
of  which  thoughe  some  of  the  lowere  house 
weare  in  parte  guilty,  yet  I  muste  confcse 
theare  was  misnnderstandinge  on  bothe  sydes, 
suid  perhaps,  mesagcs  broughte  betweene  us 
by  some  (whom  God  forgyve)  rather  to  coun- 
tynence  and  enerease  then  to  reconsylle  and 
rieare  the  errore;  but,  UuUata  causa  tolKturef- 
fectus,'  this  beinge  removed  and  onr  understand- 
yng»  rectefyede,  I  hope,  this  shall  be  cauied  a 
parleamente  of  love. — I  will  begyne  m  v  parlo- 
nmcnte  contrary  to  the  order*  of  all.  other, 
who  eave,  lyke  a  retribusbjone,  theire  graces 
in  theesd;  but^  I  will  begiac  this  with  oiferes 


I  to  you,  which  I  speake  not  to  intyse  .yoo  or 
I  intrape  you,  but  severalley  to  shewe  my  love 
I  and  intensyone  to  unburthen  you  of  many 
grcefcs;  but  I  refarre  the  partyculeres  to  be 
delyvered  in  writyng  at  our  nexte  meetynge.— 
To  conclude  with  some  generall  notes  to  ad^ 
vance  the  busenes  for  whicli  wee  are  meue;  I. 
commend  to  your  consyderasons,  the  tynic  of 
the  yeare  farre  spente,  tlie  wai^hte  and  inw 
portance  of  the  affaires  compared  with  it,  will 
styre  you  upp  to  proceede  rowndley,  and  not 
to  loose  tyme  in  cerremonyes  and  trifles. — 2ndly, 
To  remembere  that  what  Greevances  come 
into  questyone,  tliat  Tou  will  use  a  meane;  I 
confess  it  is  more  ^te  you  sliould  presente 
them  unto  me,  every  man  for  his  couirayc  or 
toune  whcarc  he  is  burthened,  provided  they 
be  fyte  greev^mces ;  but  to  beape  them  toge- 
ther in  one  scroulc,  lyke  an  armie,  will  but 
caste  aspersyone  uppon  me  and  my  goveme-^ 
mente,  and  will  savore  moare  of  discontented 
then  desyre  of  rcformnslion. — And  do  not  be- 
leeve I  am  so  tenderc  of  my  preragaty\e  as, 
some  have  rumored  me;  I  desyre  xxy  kgepe* 
also  that  meane,  as  I  wolde  not  loose  any  the 
honores  and  floweres  of  my  crowne,  which  I- 
liave  reoeaved  with  it,  but  rather  loose  bit  lifer 
so  I  wold  no  waye  sfretche  them,  no,  I  will 
wade  no  forther  thearin  then  the  beste  of  my 
predecessores  have  done. — ^And  wheare  any 
controversyes  arise,  my  lordes  the  iudges  cho- 
sene  betuixte  me  and  my  people,  shall  discide. 
and  rulle  me. — As  touching  Proclaiqashone^ 
which  in  the  laste  parleamcnte  was  excepted 
at ;  as  he  is  a  trayterous  suhjecte  that  will  saye 
a  kinge  maye  not  proclavme  and  byiid  by  it, 
so  did  I  nevere  mtencfe  proclamashones  to- 
have  force  of  .lawe,  but  to  prevent  mispeefe 
arrisyng,  whearin  the  lawe  hathe  noprovishoo^i 
untyli  a  parleamente  cane  provide;  and  this  i 
speake  because  of  my  laste  long  prodama- 
slione  consemynge  duelles,  wliich  1  proteste  I 
didioute  of  consyence  to  meete  with  that  giddy 
opynyone  of  reputashoo,  seeinge  they  have 
found  a  shifHe  to  avoyde  the  provishon  of  lawe 
by  tilings  beyonde  scus,  by  the  example  of 
the  late  kinge  of  Fraunse;  hopynge  it  shall 
take  bettere  cffec^c  then  thcar  it  hathe  done, . 
by  reason  of  this  things  notorietye,  which, 
howe  barbarous  it  is,  that  every  fellow  e  that 
hathe  byne  but  over  in  the  Lowe  Contreyes, 
thoughe  he  retwm  in  raggs,  shall  come  a  judge 
of  houore ;  to  meete,  T  saye,  with  this  inconve- 
nyencc,  untyli  a  parleamcnte  could  take  order 
thearin.  Which  nowe  I  commende  to  your 
grace  and  consydcrashou. — ^Lastely,  the  Forme 
I  meaae  to  houlde  in  our  proceedioges,  to 
avoyde  the  longe  conferences  betweene  the 
Upper  and  the  Lower  House,  which  breede 
but.delaye,  for  somctymcs  the  Lower  House 
broughte  nothiuge  but  tonges,  somctymes  no- 
thingc  but  years;  I  meane  to  propound  to  the 
lordes  matteres  propere  to  them  .by  byUes,  and 
the  lyke  to  you,  and  to  speake  to  you  myself 
and  receave  your  answers;  this  to  prereote 
unnesessary  meetynges,  and'  to  bastene  our 
busenes,  that  wee.  maye  proeeed^  to  the  aotu 
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mrgente  pointe.  And  I  do  propose  to  conty- 
newe  this  patieamente  to  aoothcr  sesshones  at 
Mtchelmas,  when  maye  be  supplied  any  sucbe 
defectc  as  thi»  shorte  tyme  will  not  geve  leave, 
perhapS)  to  be  amended.  For  I  will  meete 
you  oiiene  in  this  kynd  to  shewe  myself  con- 
trarye  to  all  tyrantes,  who  love  not  advisynge 
with  their  subjectes,  but  hate  parleamentes ; 
but  moste  I  desyre  to  meete  with  you  when  I 
mighte  aske  you  nothiiige,  but  that  we  mighte 
conferre  together  freelye,  and  I  mave  heare 
oute  of  everye  cornore  of  my  kingclorae  the 
complaynte  o^  my  subjectes,  and  I  will  dely- 
vere  you  my  advise  and  Aeystance,  and  wee 
will  consulte  onlye  *  de  rcipublica ;'  so  shall 
the  world  see  I  love  to  joyne  with  my  sub- 
jectes, and  this  will  breede  love  as  acquaim- 
«nce  doth  amon^ste  honesfc  men,  and  the  con- 
trary amongste  knaves. — ^That  as  the  laste  par- 
teamfente  begane  with  trouble  and  conten- 
shone  and  ended  so,  so  this  maye  begine  with 
ftlacretye  and  love,- and  conclniie  soTykewise; 
whear  saftie  shall  be  abroade  atidlove  at  home, 
Itnd  nil  aspershones  and  rumores  of  discon- 
tente  betwcene  me  and  my  people  shall  be 
takene  awaye,  and  wee  maye  synge  togetherc, 
*  ecce,  auam  bonum  et  jucundum;'  and  when 
Tou  shall  retwrne  to  your  contraye,  you  shall 
have  prayses,  and  be  approoved  m  the  choyse 
ntade  of  you,  that  you  have  behaved  your- 
selves discreetclye,  that  you  have  geven  con- 
tente  to  your  king,  and  accorded.  But  I  shall 
be  ashamede  to  be  wearisome  to  you. — Howe 
to  proseede  in  tliiis  mutual  love,  to  meete 
in  a  sounde  oppynyone  >vith  the  kinge  as 
he  doth  with  you  is  a  parte  of  your  worke. — 
For  undertakers,  I  proteste,  I  ncvcre  was  so 
bace  to  calle  or  relye  uppon  anyc  but  your  ge- 
nerall  love,  and  if  anye  had  byne  so  fooliche  to 
ofiere  it,  yet  had  it  byne  greatcrc  folley  in  me 
to  have  accepted  it;  and  for  electyones  and 
patchinge  a  parleamente,  T  knowe  none  of 
them,  nor  interceded,  and  who  will  doubte  of 
this  gives  me  the  lye,  I  did  proseede  with  a 
desyre  to  truste  my  subjectes,  and  to  this  my 
counselle  and  other  gentlemen  have  encouraged 
me,  that  as  I  intended  gratyously  to  them, 
they  wolde  deale  lovingley  with  me,  and  this 
t^as  nil  the  undertakinge. — ^To  remembere  the 
ihortenes  of  tyme,  to  avoyde  all  oureosetyc,  ind 
to  proseede  with  oeleretye  to  the  moste  tvaighcy 
affiayres ;  ^nc)  if  anye  sholde  bej^ine  with  newe 
matteres,  newe  questyones,  *  Hejiceanniles  fa^ 
bulas,  rejicc  gehe^ogias  :'  if  anye  bringe  dis- 
'corde  amonge  you^  accdmpte  him  an  enen^ 
that  doth  not  only  not  maintayhe  tliis  summum 
honiiTh,  thisharradny,  but  aeekea,  by  disensyoues 
<jucstyone8,  to  aeverr  the  affectyones  of  the 
'kinge  ax^d  people ;  ths^t  I  muve  rise  with  desyre 
to  retume  and  meete  you  onene,  and  you  re* 
tume  with  the  prayse  of  discreete  and  ^eU»tenv- 
pered  men :  if  anye  man  preche  anye  other 
doctryne,  Anathema  sit^  and  esteem  his  eUo- 
qnence  as  a  guildene  sepolchere.  This  I  have 
spokenc  to  your  hartes,  your  aflectyones,  and 
to  your  heades,  your  reasones;  and  if  ftnye 
otbtt  ii&ue  sctctcecle  blanve  yoursdfes,  for  I 


have  dealte  with  sinceritye.  And  will  oois^ 
elude  Hrith  my  ofTeres,  which,  bycaus^  they 
proceede  of  grace,  I  have  put  them  ihto 
bylles," 

May  7th.  The  LorrI  Chancellor  moved  Om 
house  That  an  Order,  made  the  last  sesMon  ot 
pari,  for  the  better  Attendance  of  tho  peers> 
might  be  read  and  conhrmcd ;  which  was  dontt 
accordingly, 

Vebnte  in  the  Lords  (t$  io  a  Conference  teitk 
the  Commons  upon  Impositions.]  May  91st.  A 
message  was  sent  from  the  (JoranK>ns  to  tbft 
Lords  to  desire  a  Conference  with  them,  touch^ 
ing  the  point  of  Impositions ;  but,  the  numbor 
of  the  comVnittee,  time  and  place  was  left  t0 
their  lordships  appointment.  The  messengers 
being  withdrawn,  the  Lords  resolved  them* 
selves  into  a  coomiittee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
consider  what  answer  was  proper  to  be  r#» 
turned  to  the  said  message. — fhe  next  day  tim 
matter  was  resuftied :  it  appearing  to  be  a  bu- 
siness of  great  importance,  and  '  vexata  que^ 
tio ;'  the  lord  chanc.  shewed  the  house  **  What  ♦• 
disadvantage  it  would  be  to  the  king\i  cause,  at 
well  as  to  theiir  own  honours,  if  altogether  4iih 
provided,  they  should  meet  with  £e  Lower 
Ilouse.  In  which  regard,  his  lordshipiiiiovetl 
that  the  lord  chief  justice,  and  chief  baron, 
with  one  judge  of  each  of  the  said  courts,  thert^ 
named,  who  had  been  required  and  were  then 
present  to  assist  that  court,  miglit  now  be  hear4 
to  deliver  their  opinions,  for  the  better  informal 
tion  and  enabling  of  their  lordships  to  treat  with 
the  Commons  on  the  point  of  Impositions ;  and 
that  no  answer  should  be  sent  down  to^tbb 
other  house  till  this  was  concluded.** — ^This  mo* 
tion  occasioned  a  warm  debate  amongst  the 
Lords,  some  appro\nng  anfd  some  disliking  the 
motion ;  and  the  difference  not  being  likely  to  be 
settled  by  arguments  on  either  hide ;  it  was  «t 
last  agreed  that  the  lord  chancellor  should  pttt 
the  question :  '<  Whether  the  Judges  should  de-^ 
liver  their  opinions,  touching  the  point  of  lou 
positions,  before  A  farther  consideration  be  had 
of  an  Answer  to  be  returned  to  the  Lower 
House  concerning  the  message  from  them  lately 
received?"  This  question  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative;  and  the  judges  desiring  to  with- 
draw a  little  into  a  private  room  to  advise  by 
themselves,  they  soon  after  returned;  and 
standing  uncovered  in  their  proper  places,  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  a  grave  and  elo4|uent 
speech,  "  Humbly  desired  to  be  excused,  for 
tnat  time,  giving  his  opinion  in  the  case,  for 
many  weighty  and  important  reasons  which  be 
mentioneo.  Concluding,  that  he  and  his  bre- 
thren were  to  $peak  upon  particulars  injudicial 
courts,  between  the  kmg's  maj^  and  his  subjects, 
and  likewise  between  subjects  themselves ;  but 
in  no  cause,  to  be  dbputants  on  any  side.'*^ 
Then  the  Lor^  Chancellor  moved  the  house 
That  forasmuch  as  no  opinion  or  direction  was 
to  he  had  fVom  the  Judges,  they  would  now  ad~ 
vis6  what  Answer  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Lower 
House,  ^ho  expected  to  hear  from  diem.  But 
time  not  now  serving  the  farther  consideratidQ 
tbettof  ^as  referred,  to  the  ws%,t  loocuuig;  ai^d. 
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■  tbt  Judges  were  oiylefed  to  attend  again.  Ac- 
cordiugly, 

,  May  24th.  The  Lord  Chancellor  renewed 
his  motion  of  what  Answer,  &c.  on  which  arose 
soother  strong  debate,  many  of  the  Lo^ds  ap- 
nrov  tug  and  others  disapproving  of  any  meet- 
ing at  all  with  the  C'omnions  on  thi2»  point : 
wnce  they  all,  in  general,  agreed,  That  the 
Ija^cr  House  was  not  bound  by  any  order 
or  course  taken  by  their  committee,  but  free 
and  at  liberty  to  alter  the  sume,  or  vary  from 
it,  as  their  judgments  led  them.  But,  to  put 
no  end  to  this  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  another 
question  should  he  proposed  by  tiie  Lord  Chan- 
cellor to  this  eifect:  "Whether  this  house 
shall  nieet  with  the  Lower  House,  and  give 
them  a  hearing  touching  the  point  of  Irapo- 
aitions  ?  And  tlte  greater  number  of  the  lords 
answering  **  not  content,''  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative.— But  still  some  message  must  be  sent 
to  the  Commons;  and  that  day  being  far  spent, 
the  matter  was  again  put  off  to  the  next  mect- 

-  ing.  Accordingly  Muy  ^6th,  the  following 
Message  from  the  Lords  was  agreed  upon  to  be 
sent  to  the  Lower  house;"  **  Whereas  the 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  of  the  Commons 
Ilouse  of  pari.  dj'J  desire  of  the  Lords  a  con- 
ference concerning  Impositions ;  to  which  their 
lordships  answered,  that  they  would  take  it  into 
<^onsideratioUy  and  send  them  an  Answer  by 
jnessengers  of  their  own;  their  lordships  do 
now  return  this  Answer  unto  them.  That  they 
lire,  and  always  will  be  willing  and  ready  to 
hold  a  loving  and  mutual  correspondence  witli 
them :  but  their  lordships  having  entered  into 
H  grave  and  serious  consideration,  as  well  of 
the  matter  itself,  as  of  divers  incident  and  ne- 
cessary circumstances,  do  not  tiiiuk  it  conve- 
nient to  enter  into  any  Conference  with  them 
concerning  the  point  of  Impositions,  at  this 
time." 

The  same  day  two  bills  were  brought  in,  and 
vead  a  iir»t  time  in  the  Lords,  one  of  them  in- 
tituled^ *  An  act  against  Vexation  of  hismaj.'s 
subjects  by  tlie  Assigning  of  Debts  to  the 
Crown.'  The  other,  *  An  act  for  Rrpcal  of  a 
branch  of  a  statute,  S4  Hen.  VHL  cntitulcd, 
*  An  act  for  certain  Ordinances  in  the  king's 
majest/s  dominions  and  principality  of  Wales.* 
Upon  reading  of  both  these  bills,  tlie  lord 
chanc.  observed  to  the  house,  "  That  these 
were  BilUof  Grace,  olFcred  by  the  king  to  his 
subjects  for  their  ease  and  benefit." — But  these 
concessions  of  the  king  had  no  effect  on  the 
Commons ;  so  much  were  they  irritated  against 
the  Lords  for  not  yielding  to  a  Conference : 
and,  on  May  28,  a  Message  was  sent  up  to 
*  tlie  Lords,  by  sir  Edward  liobby  and  others, 
jn  these  words : — 

Complftint  of  the  Commons  against  the  Bp.  of 

'  JLincoln,]  '  fi  That  at  such  time  as  the  knights, 
citizens,  ^nd  burgesses  of  the  Commons  House 
of  Pad.  $ent  up  to  tlie  Lords  a  Message,  pray- 
ing a  CQptefeuce  with  their  lordships  about  Im- 
positions; ^ey4)oped  that,  neither  out  of  the 

.  ivords  nor  matter  of  the  message,  it  had  been 
|)ps;^ibl^  to  h4VQ  ih^ned  any  sinister  qr  un- 


worthy oonstruction.  Tliat  notwithstmndiop 
by  pubHc  and  constant  fame,  they  had  beard* 
to  Uicir  heart's  grief,  that  one  in  this  place 
and  within  tl)e^  walls,  namely,  the  lord  bishop 
of  Linooln  (Rd.  Ncile),  in  order  to  dissuade 
the  Lords  from  a  conference  so  desired,  as 
aforesaid,  did  use  words  to  the  effect  follower 
ing,  or  the  same  words,  vi?..  '  That  the  matter^ 
wliereof  conlercnce  was  by  that  hcmse  desired, 
is  a  '  noli  me  tangere ;'  in  conferring,  also,  that 
the  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supro* 
macy  is  an  impediment;  so,  as  whoso  had 
taken  the  said  oaths  mi^ht  not  enter,  saA^Iy, 
into  conference  of  the  said  matter.  Affirming 
farther.  That  it  did  strike,  not  at  a  branch, 
but  at  the  root  of  the  prerogative  of  the  impe* 
rial  crown  ;  and  that  he  doubted  least  in  such 
a  conference,  as  was  desired,  there  would, 
from  some  of  the  committees  of  tliat  bouse, 
proceed  some  undutiful  at)d  seditious  speeclies> 
unfit  for  their  lordships  to  hear ;  tendmg  to  a 
dangerous  rent  and  distraction  of  both  bouses, 
and  to  make  an  alienation  between  the  king 
and  his  subjects.'  That  of  such  scandal  their 
house  is  so  sensible,  that  they  h^vc  sent  these 
messengers  to  signify  their  grief,  ^nd  that  they 
lield  the  I^rds  so  honourable,  that  t^ey  cannot 
hut  also  take  notice  thereof.  Wherefore,  that 
house  did  desire  that  their  lordships  will  joia 
with  them  hi  some  course  to  give  them  sa- 
tisfaction for  so  great  a  wrong  done  Y>  the 
Commons;  which  tliey  have  taken  so  t^ 
heart,  that  they  have  determined  to  fbrbeoir 
all  parliament  matter,  until  they  may  receive 
Answer  from  the  Lords;  wherein  they  doubt 
not  but  their  lordships  will  deal  nobly  with 
them,  and  they  desire  it  may  be  speedily.** 

Sir  Edw,  Hobby  being  a»ked  by  the  lord 
chanc.  Whether  he  had  in  writing  the  Message 
so  delivered,  as  aforesaid  ?  Answered,  he 
had  not.  The  lords  then  returned  Answer 
"  That  they  had  taken  notice  of  the  message, 
and  will  take  the  same  into  furtber  amside- 
ration,  as  the  weight  thereof  rcquireth : 
wherein  they  will  have  respect  both  to  their 
honours  and  the  honour  of  the  other  house ; 
and  will  send  them  further  ansi^-er.  After 
this,  a  short  Memorandum  is  entered  on  the 
Journals,  intimating.  That  l>ofore  the  Answer, 
above  specified,  was  agreed  on,  the  Serjeant  of 
the  Low  er  House  came  to  the  gent,  usher  of 
the  Lords,  to  learn.  Whether  their  lordsliips 
would  send  ans%ver  to  the  message  on  that 
day,  or  not  ?  To  which .  the  gent,  usher,  with 
the  privity  of  the  I-iOrds,  answered,  as  from 
himself,  That  he  knew  not. 

May  30th.  The  Lord  Chancellor  moved 
the  house  to  consider  and  resolve  of  an  Aa- 
swer  to  be  sent  to  the  Message  or  Complaint, 
which  they  lately  received  from  the  other 
house,  touching  the  bp.  of  Lincoln.  And,  by 
order,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury  produced  a  copy 
of  one,  ready  drawn,  for  that  purpose,  which 
being  read,  was  to  this  e0ect :  *'  That  the 
Lords,  having  received  from  the  Commons  a 
Complaint  against  the  bp.  of  Lincoln,  hx9% 
seriously  entered  into  Cpusiden^on  of  it,  a^ 
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do  now  return  this  Answer,  That  their  lord- 
ships would  take  Tcry  tenderly  that  any  un- 
worthy aspersion  should  be  laid  on  that  body, 
whiS  they  so  much  respect ;  and  with  whom 
they  desire  to  hold  all  good  correspondence 
jaiid  agreement/'  But  forasmuch  as  the  Com- 
plaint scemeth  to  he  grounded,  not  upon  di- 
rect or  certain  proof,  but  only  upon  common 
.  public  fame  ;  their  lordships  do  not  tHfnk  tJiat 
>common  fame  only  is  a  suij^cient  ground, 
whereon  tliev  may  proceed  as  in  this  cause  is 
required.  Nevertheless,  their  lordships  are  so 
respective  of  any  thing  that  may  concern  that 
house,  that  when  tliey  shall  be  more  certainly 
informed,  in  direct  and  express  terms,  what 
the  words  were  wherein  the  lord  bp.  of  Lincoln 
is  to  be  charged,  and  how  the  same  arc  to  be 
proved,  they  will  proceed  therein  so  eftcctually, 
according  to  honour  and  justice,  as  it  shall 
thereby  well  appear  how  careful  they  are  to 
give  to  that  house  all  good  satisfaction  in  this 
business  that  may  be,  and  to  omit  nothing  that 
can  be  jusdy  or  lawfully  done  in  that  behalf, 
^his  Answer  was  approved  on  by  the  whole 
house,  and  sent  in  writing  to  the  Commons, 
by  messengers  of  their  own  ;  with  this  instruc- 
tion, That  if  they,  of  the  Lower  House,  should 
^-equire  lo  have  the  Paper,  then  the  messen- 
gers were  authorized  to  deUver  the  same, 
Vhich  they  did  accordingly. 

May  31st.  Another  Message  from  the 
Commons,  brought  by  sir  R<iger  Owen  and 
others;  who,  haviqg  first  repeated  the  sub- 
$UUice  of  their  lordships  Answer  of  yesterday, 
^acquainted  this  house :  "  That  though  the 
Commons  did  not  take  common  and  public 
fame  to  be  a  suBicient  ground  or  proof,  by  a 
Jegal  and  ordinary  course  of  justice,  in  pro- 
ceeding against  any  man ;  yet  they  held  it 
lenough  to  induce  the'  Lords  of  that  house  to 
take  the  matter  into  coasideration.  And,  al- 
beit they  did  not  set  down  the  words,  in  parti- 
.cular ;  yet  was  the  matter,  as  they  conceive, 
sufficiently  I'aicJ  down,  when  in  effect  thty  said, 
**  That  the  lord  bp.  of  Liucoln,  in  this  house, 
to  dissuade  the  Lords  from  a  Conference  with 
them  touching  Impositions,  termed  the  prero- 
|;ative,  *&c.  a  *  noli  me  tangere;'  insinuating 
that  the  taking  of  the  oatli  of  supremacy  and 
allegiance  did  restrain  a  man  from  treating  of 
that  business:  also  he  doubtecj  but  in  the 
iconference  would  be  used,  or  spoken,  some 
undutiful  and  seditious  words,  not  ht  for  their 
lordships  to  hear,  or  words  to  the  like  or  worse 
effect,  lliat  now  the  Commons  do  desire  the 
XiOrds,  if  these  words  were  not  spoken,  so  to 
signify  it  to  the  house ;  otherwise,  if  they  were 
used,  then  they  hope  their  lordships  will  do  as 
they  have  promised.  Lastly,  from  the  com- 
mons, he  said  ftirther.  That  they  knew  not 
vphat  other  course  they  could  have  taken  to' 
bring  this  matter  to  examination,  or  otherwise 
have  any  undutiful  speech,  which  may  be 
moved  in  either  house,  called  in  question." 

After  sir  Roger  Owen  had  delivered  his 
Message,  the  loni  chancellor  asked  hiro^  If  he 
^d  it  in  writing  ?  To  which  he  answered  in  the 


negative.  The  lord  cliancellor  then  acquainted 
him.  That  the  house  would  take  his  message 
into  consideration,  and  send  Answer,  if  tliey 
could,  before  they  ri^e:  otherwise,  will  let 
them  know  as  much.  Accordingly,  the  same 
day,  the  lords  sent  to  acquaint  the  other  house» 
'*  That  they  had  considered  of  their  last  mes- 
sage, and,  m  debating  thereupon,  the  lord  bp. 
of  Lincoln  had  humbly  intreated  that  he  might 
be  heard  to  explain  himself;  which  benig 
granted  unto  him,  he  hud  made  a  solemn  pro- 
testation, .  on  his  salvation,  tliat  he  did  not 
speak  any  thing  with  any  evil  intention  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  wtiich  he  doth  with  all 
hearty  duty  and  respect  highly  esteem.  £i« 
pressmg,  with  many  tears,  his  sorrow  that  his 
words  were  so  misconceivc^l  and  strained  fur- 
ther than  he  ever  intended  them ;  and^hat  his 
speech  should  occasion  so  much  trouble  to 
tlieir  lordships  or  that  the  Lower  House  sliould 
take  offence  at  it.  Wliich  submissive  and  in- 
f^enuous  belibviour  of  his,  had  given  this  satis- 
faction to  their  lordships,  that,  howsoever  the 
words  might  sound,  his  intention  was  not  as  k 
hath  been  taken.  And  their  lordships  do  as- 
sure the  Commons,  That  if  they  had  conceiv- 
ed the  said  bishop's  words,  to  have  been 
spoken  or  meant  to  have  cast  any  aspersion  of 
sedition,  or  undutihilncss  unto  their  house,  (as 
it  seems  report  has  carried  it  to  them)  theh' 
lordships  \%ould  forthwith  have  proceeded  to 
the  censuring  and  punishing  thereof  with  all 
severity.  Xpverthcless,  though  their  lordships 
have  thought  lit  to  signily  their  carefulness  9t 
this  time  to  ^ive  them  contentment,  for  tbtt 
better  expediting  his  maj.'s  great  business, 
and  to  retain  all  good  correspondence  with 
them ;  yet  their  lordships  are  of  opinion^ 
That  hereafter  no  ^cmoer  of  their  housft 
ought  to  be  called  in  question,  when  there  is 
no  otlier  grouifU  for  it,  but  public  and  common 
fame.*' 

The  Mcssensers  then  proceede<l  to  tell  the 
Commoub  another  part  of  their  message, 
which  was,  that  the  Lords  did  desire  a  Con- 
ference with  them  by  committees  of  cither 
house,  about  a  Rill  for  punishing  Abuses  com- 
mitted bir  the  Sabbath  Day,  called  Sunday ; 
which  was  accepted  on.  This  bill  had  been 
depending  some  time  in  the  house  of  lords; 
but  as  it  was  prevented  from  being  maden 
law  by  the  sudden  dj.sioh;tion  of  this  pari,  we 
can  give  no  farther  account  of  it.  And  at  the 
conference  the  committee  of  the  Commons^ 
declaring.  That  they  had  no  authority,  or  war- 
rant, to  treat,  or  confer,  but  only  to  hear  what 
should  be  said  by  the  others,  and  report  the  same 
to  tlieir  house;  the  Lords  broke  up  the  confe- 
rence, and  delivered  back  the  bill  to  their  own 
jiouse.  Before  we  go  on  with  the  further  proceed- 
mgs  of  this  session  ju  the  House  of  Lords,it  will  be 
necessary  to  took  hack  into  the  Journals  of  the 
Commons,  for  an  eniai-gemcntx^nd  confirbn^ioa 
of  the  foregoing  particulars ;  as  well  as  a  re- 
cital of  some  matters  not  mentioned  in  the 
other  authorities.  •  ' 

Cote  ojf  the  Kin^UMtome^'C^hj^aL'^  April 
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8tb,  when  the  Commons  were  adjusting  Uieh* 
privileges,  and  rectifying  elections ;  a  remark- 
able Case  was  started  by  mr.  Duncombc, 
"  Whether  the  Attorney-^Jeneral  might  be 
elected,  in  respect  there  was  no  precedent  that 
•uch  an  officer  of  tlie  crown  could  be  chosen  a 
member  of  that  house  ?  Sir  Hen.  Hobart's 
case  being  did'erent,  he  being  a  member  of  this 
house  when  be  was  made  attorney-general." 
In  the  debates  on  this  question,  sir  Roger 
Owen  argued,  "  That  no  attorney  was  ever 
diosen ;  dot,  anciently  any  privy-counsellor ; 
nor  any  that  took  liverjr  of  the  king.  He 
quoted  nome  precedents  for  this ;  as  thrf  7th 
Rich.  d.  a  knight  banneret  was  put  out  of  the 
Louse ;  and  by  printed  authority,  he  instanced 
fir  Thos.  Moore's  treatise  after  he  had  been 
chancellor  and  speaker.  That  the  eye  of  a 
courtier  can  endure  no  colours  but  one ;  the 
king's  livery  hindering  their  sight.  Compared 
them  to  a  cloud  gilded  by  the  rays  of  the  sun; 
and  to  brass  coin  which  the  king's  stamp 
makes  current.**  Sir  John  Savile  movecf, 
^  That  those  privy-counsellors  who  had  got 
seats  might  stay  for  that  time ;  but  to  put  the 
^estion,  Whether  mr.  attorney  should  serve 
in  that  house  ?  Much  more  debate  ensued  on 
this,  till,  at  last,  it  was  agreed  to  be  referred 
to  a  committee  to  search  precedents,  &c. 
Upon  tlie  whole,  it  was  resolved  on  the  ques- 
tion. That  he  shall  for  this  pari,  remain  in  the 
liouse;  but  never  any  attorney-general  to  serve 
for  the  future. 

Debate  on  the  Motion  for  a  Supply. "^  April 
14.  Mr.  Secretary  Herbert  moved  for  a  Sup- 
ply. He  said,  "  rfiat  if  he  was  but  a  private 
person,  and  not  bound  by  duty,  his  motion 
would  not  be  entertained  with  so  much  jear 
Umj^.  But,  as  a  sec.  of  state  he  urged  it  not 
for  the  private  use  of  the  kin^  but  the  public 
good  or  the  commonwealth.  That  the  state 
cannot  act  without  redress  of  those  miseries 
we  are  under.  He  took  them  to  be  ill  mem- 
bers, who,  to  enrich  the  king's  coffers,  ransack 
and  ransom  the  king's  subjects.  The  strength 
of  the  king  is  in  the  wealth  and  love  of  his  sub- 
jects. And  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  the 
«tate,  the  king  hath  taken  *  rectam  et  rcgiara 
iriam,'  by  calling  a  pari.  '  Nemo  tenetur  suani 
turpitndir\em  rcvelarc  j^  the  king's  Debts  should 
be  made  known  by  those  who  arc  best  ac- 
quainted with  thera,  His  Navy,  the  walls  of 
our  country,  never  in  better  equipage;  yet,  in 
^ch  neocssity,  as  must  have  been  long  since 
dissolved,  if  special  care  had  not  been  taken  to 
prevent*  it.  That  the  cautionary  towns,  for 
'Want  of  pay,  were  like  to  mutiny,  Iticland 
was  not  so  much  a  thorn  in  our  foot,  but  a 
thorn  in  our  side.  If  a  revolt  should  happen 
there,  what  >5hame  and  disgrace  would  be  to 
leave  it,  or  what  trouble  and  danger  to  reco-' 
Yer  it?  The  last  disorderly  pail,  there  hai^h 
i^wakened  Tyrone ;  who  is  now  tfeating  with 
the  Pope  to,  come  next  summer,  and  that  all 
the  iU-afiBected  there  wait  the  issue  of  this  pari. 
His  mjE^j.'s  Charge  in  Gennany,  for  settling  the 
right  inheritors  there.    The  state  qf  f  nuice. 


The  custom  of  Spain 'to  fish  it)  troubled  water. 
If,  by  the  double  marriage,  the  king  take  psut, 
he  must  peeds  become  a  party,  though  with 
the  chargt  of  a  roval  army.  The  superfluities 
of  one  year,  of  evei^  man  at  his  table,  appa- 
rel, &c.  will  discharge  the  king's  Debts  and  pro- 
tect us  and  all  our  privileges.  That  we  now 
are  exgpsed,  by  ouf  poverty,  in  all  other  parts 
to  contempt  and  scorn.  That  his  mai.'s  grace, 
as  it  is  offered  to  us,  may  be  termed  anotbet 
Magna  Ghana.  The  marriage  of  his  daughter 
was  anotlicr  cause  of  this  debt.  That  the  Pope 
never  had  so  great  a  blow  as  by  that  match ; 
which  occasioned  the  king  to  banish  so  dear  a 
daughter  from  so  indulgent  a  father.  He  con- 
cluded, that  a  cheerful  ^nd  speedy  contribo- 
tion  would  be  grateful,  but  with  all  the  conve-* 
nicncv  possible ;  which  would  be  ereat  joy  to 
all,  when  heard  abroad,  that  all  differences  be* 
tween  the  king  and  his  subjects  were  ended.** 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  **That 
not  only  his  duty  to  the  king,  but  care  of  his 
country,  for  which  he  would  lay  down  his  life, 
moved  him  to  inform  the  house  of  what  he 
knew  they  would  be  glad  to  hear.  That  there 
was  no  safety  to  any  counsel  in  tliis  house, 
whilst  the  other  motion  for  a  Supply  to  the  . 
king  was  deferred.  That  1500  poor  mariners 
were  ready  to  salute  them  every  morning; 
others,  for  want  of  money,  ready  to  pull  off 
his  gown.  That  these  were  not  pri\'ate  ex-i 
penccs,  or  household  affairs,  but  for  navy  an<i 
forts.  Dover  Castle  like  to  fall  down ;  two  or 
three  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  were  in  the  saniie 
condition.  Ireland  was  like  to  be  hazarded 
for  want  of  money.  The  garrisons  in  Flushing 
and  Brill  ready  to  muriny  for  the  same  cause ; 
which  are  pledges  for  near  700,0001.  If  ab- 
ruptly these  things  be  spoken,  he  was  in  fear- 
and  trembling  for  the  consequence.  And  if 
now  the  Supply  was  undertaken,  it  would  be 
many  montlis  before  money  came  in.  He  of- 
fered to  disclose  the  particulars  of  the  debts  to 
lany  member  privately;  and  tlie  assurance  for 
Ithe  well-disposing  of  what  was  granted.  But 
'that  it  was  not  agreeable  to  tlic  king's  pleasure 
to  disclose  his  debts  to  every  one,  no  more 
than  to  direct  them  what  they  should  give. 
He  therefore  moved  for  a  sub-committee  to  be 
appointed  for  this  business.* 

The  Atto}<iey^Gencral  began  T>cxt  with  ttU 
ling  the  house,  "  That  since  they  had  been 
pleased  to  retain  him  there,  he  owed  thetn  the 
best  offices  he  could;  and,  If  they  had  dis- 
missed him,  his  best  wishes  would  nave  been 
still  with  tliem.  That  all  pertinent  speeches 
tended  to  one  of  these  three  ctids ;  either  in- 
fbimatioh  of  the  matter  to  persuade  consent, 
or  to  trace  out  the  best  means  to  ^ct  the 
I  thing  proposed.  Little  rexdairted  to  him  In  aikv 
of  these  3  kinds;  since  tlie  first  had  been  al- 
ready delivered  by  them  to  whom  propcriv  h 
belonged.  B|ut  they  were  to  consider  What 
hangs  over  us  ajl,  vis.  Danger;  what  upon  ii8„ 
Want.  That  iti  times  of  peace  it  vras  proper 
to  provide  for  defbnce  by  H  sujjpiy  of  tressm^i^ 
as  wel)  sv»  vx  Ume  of  wairi  Mrfai^  soiaetiititfs. 
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happens  for «  flag  of  ^ory,  or  a  fla»h  of  re- 
venge, and  may  Be  pursued  or  left  at  pleasure. 
But  when  a  state  is  environed  with  envious  fo- 
reigners on  the  one  side,  and  encroaclnnents 
on  trade  on  the  other,  and  rchgion  so  much 
questioned,  peace  niay  flatter  us,  but  not  se- 
cure us.  That  the  sutes  of  Europe  were  ne- 
ver so  dark ;  and,  but  to  look  a  year  before 
him,  would  trouble  the  best  watclunan  in  Eu- 
rope. There  oughuo  be  provision  of  arms  for 
travelling  in  the  njit  as  well  as  piug  to  war. 
And  what  treaty  can  we  make  with  strangers 
for  wrongs,  but  basely  on  our  parts  and  glori- 
ously on  theirs,  whilst  we  are  m  want.  That 
no  private  man  is  more  subject  to  sherifl's  oP- 
ficers,  than  a  state  in  want  to  surprizes;  and 
that  treasnre  was  like  ballast  to  a  ship,  the 
word,  *  Steady.'  That  persuasion  in  this  mat- 
ter was  needless  and  unwise;  a  wise  man 
should  make  a  flre,  but  can  let  it  alone  when  it 
hurneth  well.  The  lire  of  their  affections  was 
kindled  by  the  king*8  speech;  his  graces  did 
sliine  and  warm  tliem,  without  the  help  of  a 
burnin^glass.  The  king  had  made  such  a 
tract,  in  almost  every  point  of  his  prerogative, 
that  tlie  footstep  of  Ling  James  would  ever 
remain.  The  kmg's  prerogative  was  not  like  a 
l^^ow  or  watch-string,  but  groweth  strpnger  by 
continuance;  aiul  that  when  his  nK:ans  shall 
abound,  in  grace  he  will  supcrabound.  *  Dul- 
cis  tractutpari  jugo.'  The  king's  business  and 
commonwealth  to  go  together.  Lastly,  he 
moved  for  Eo  particulv  committee  or  sub- 
committee but  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house." — Theic  were  the  sum  of  tlie  argu- 
Mtents  the  courtiers  made  use  of  to  enforce  the 
Supply ;  but  many  more,  pro  and  co7i,  were 
the  subject  of  a  whole  day's  debate.  The  re- 
sult of  which  last  was,  chiefly,  to  urge  that  it 
was  not  now  a  time.  That  divers  members 
were  not  yet  come.  The  house  to  be  called 
first.  To  receive  the  communion  first,  as  ap- 
pointed, according  to  the  primitive  church, 
and  then  to  make  an  offering,  &c.  In  siiort, 
*  the  bnsiness  was  deferred  till  after  Easter. 
The  Complaint  ^inst  tlie  bp.  of  Lincoln 
was  made  m  the  Commons,  May  25th,  on 
which  a  long  debafe  arose;  and  several  severe 
speeches  were  thrown  out  against  the  whole 
order.  One  said,  There  had  been  continual 
interruptions  all  this  pari.  This  bone,  amongst 
the  rest,  thrown  in  by  a  devil,  if  a  bishop  may 
be  a  devlL  That  a  speech  an  hon.  person 
made  in  this  house  haih  rubbed  them,'aud  they 
now  winch ;  sorry  such  as  he  had  the  king  s 
ear  so  much,  &c.  and  moved  to  proceed  to  no 
other  business  till  this  was  righted.  The  next 
day  and  day  after  were  entirdy  taken  up  with 
disputes  how  to  act  in  this  affair;  nor  could  a 
letter  firom^  his  mtg.  quiet  them ;  but  a  message 
was  resolved  to  be  sent  to  the  Lords^  to  require 
satisfactioo,  wluch  was  done  accordmgly,  as  is 
befiare  related,  with  the  rest  of  the4>roceedings 
in  the  Lords'  Journals. 

3%c  JiCin^  threatens  to  dissolve  the  Pari.} 
June  5th.  The  Comm6ns  stili  persisting  in 
thm  former  resolution,  the  %caker  delirered 


a  Message  to  them,  \vhich  he  had  received  from 
the  king,  "  That  unless  tliey  forthwith  proceed 
to  treat  of  his  Supply,  he  would  dissolve  the. 
pari."  This  Message  somewhat  alarmed  the 
nouse,  and  sir  Geo.  Moore  got  up  and  spake 
to  this  effect : 

^^  That  this  Message  from  the  king  gave 
him  much  uneasiness,  because  of  the  state  of 
tlie  commonwealth :  his  maj.'s  wants  and  the 
people's  grievances;  in  both  which,  the  com* 
mpuwealth  is  interested,  and  is  the  ship 
wherein  they  all  sadled,  and  must  live  or  die. 
That  if  tlicy  neglected  what  was  now  to  be 
done,  the  commonwealth  would  receive  the 
prejudice.  And  moved,  without  itirther  de- 
lay, to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  of 
what  was  littfBSt  to  be  done  concerning  all 
these  great  matters." — ^This  speech  was  se- 
conded by  otlier  members,  who  moved  to 
oblige  the  king,  lest  he  sliould  lay  a  heavy 
hand  upon  them;  that  this  was  a  dissolution, 
not  of  this,  but  of  all  parliaments.  That  great 
care  was  to  be  had  of /a  good  conclusion, 
without  any  extremity  on  eitl^r  part.  Moved 
to  present  his  roq).  with  some  proportion  of 
Supply  presently.  And  to  have  a  special  oane 
to  avoid  the  kmg's  penury,  or  hn  disgrace, 
&C. — ^At  length  it  was  agreed  upon  the  ones* 
tion,  '<  That  a  Conmiittee  of  the  whole  House 
should  prepare  an  Answer  to  the  King's  Mes-^ 
sa^e;  to  meet  that  afternoon  ;  all  otbbr  com* 
mittees,  except  one  on  the  Bishops'  Busines, 
set  apart  till  this  ^air  was  done.  But  though 
the  house  met  tl^  next  day,  there  is  noticing 
of  this  business  in  tl>eir  Journals;  and  we  must 
hav^  recourse  to  those  of  the  Lords  for  an  end 
of  this  unfortunate  dispute  between  the  thre#- 
Estatos  of  the  kingdom. 

Things  standing  in  tliis  situation,  and  die 
Commons  persisting  in  their  rcselution  that 
they  would  proceed  to  no  business  till  they 
had  more  satisfaction  given  them  from  the 
Lords  about  the  bp.  of  Lincoln,  on  the  6tb  of 
June,  the  Lords  being  met,  afler  a  genejral  and 
long  silence  in  the  house,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
in  a  very  grave  and  worthy  speech,  as  the 
Journals  express  it,  "  Gave  the  £ords  great 
thanks  for  having  so  nobly  borne  with  the 
many  motions  he  had  so  unreasonably  made 
unto  them.  And  begged  leave  now  to  move 
to  them  a  business',  which,  as  be  said,  himielf 
scarce  understood.  He  then  put  their  Ibrd- 
ships  in  mind,  that  tlie  king,  for  weighnr  and 
important  reasons,  did  call  a  pari,  to  begin  the 
'5th  of  April  last,  and  that  now  itwasbism«j.''s 
pleasure  to  dissolve  the  same;  and  for  that 
purpose  a  commission  is  now  put  forth,  -under 
the  Great  Seal,  which  is  this  day  to  be  exe- 
cuted." Bdt  first  he  moved  that  the  following 
Message  should  be  sent  to  the  Commons, 
which  was  generally  agreed  to  :-^"  That  the 
Lords  have  understood  a  Conunission  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  Enj^and  is  set  forth  for  dis- 
solving this  pari,  as  this  day,  which  was  begun 
on  the  5th  of  April  last.  And  forasmuch  as 
they  thought  to  have  heard  something  firem 
'that  house  this  moroii^,  tliey  have  hitherto 
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ttayed  th*  j>ublishiiig  the  said  commission. 
Their  lordships  now  expect  to  know  whether 
they  shall  hear  any  thing  from  them  or  no  ; 
otherwise,  the  lords  commissioners  must  l\m 
day  dissolve  the  pari/'— *-The  commons  took  a 
litde  time  to  consider  of  this  Message,  and  af- 
terwjirds  returned  this  answer;  "  That,  by  it, 
they  were  informed  of  a  comrpission  issued 
forth  to  certain  lords,  for  dissolving  the  pari. 
as  this  day.  And,  tlmt  their  lordships  nave 
hitherto  made  stay  of  publishing  it,  expecting 
to  hear  something  frbm  them,  &c.  ut  supra. 
In  answer  to  which,  they  give  their  lordships 
to  understand,  That  this  morning  they  re- 
ceived a  letter,  directed  to  their  Speaker,  from 
his  maj.  whereby  it  was  signiHed,  **  That  where- 
as his  raaj.  by  former  letters,  had  declared  his 
determination  to  dissolve  the  pari,  on  Thurs- 
day next,  except,  in  the  mean  time,  tlieir 
house  should  proceed  in  his  important  busi- 
ness, for  which  the  same  was  especially  called : 
yet  uow  it  was  hi^  maj.'s  pleasure  to  dissolve 
the  pari,  to-morrow,  being  tlie  7t)i  of  this 
month,  unless  they  shall  before  that  time  per- 
form wliat,  by  the  said  former  letters,  was  re- 
quired. Lastly,  that  they  have  entered  into 
consideration  of  this  great  matter." — ^I'he  lords 
commissioners  named  in  the  commission,  by 
order  of  the  house,  withdrew  to  advise  what  in 
this  case  was  fit  by  them  to  be  done ;  and  be- 
ing returned  into  the  house,  by  general  con- 
sent of  all  the  Lords  then  present,  answer  was 
■ent  to  the  J^wer  House,  That  their  lordships 
having  considered  of  the  answer,  which  that 
house  sent  to  them,  have  resolved  to  adjourn 
this  court  until  2  o'clock  to-morrow  in  the  af- 
tiemoon ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  Farliament  dissolved,]  On  that  day 
were  present  in  the  House  of  Lords,  besides  die 
lord  chancellor  and  the  2  apbs.  16  other  bps. 
17  earls,  1  viscount  and  33  barons.  Who,  be- 
ing all  assembled  in  their  parliament  robes,  af- 
ter prayers  w^re  ended,  the  commisjdoners, 
taking  notice  of  his  maj. *s  commission  for  dis- 
solving the  pari,  lefl:  their  proper  seats,  and 
went  up  to  sit  on  a  bench  or  form,  prepared 
for  them  and  placed  cross  the  house,  betwecp 
the  chair  of  fetatc  ai>d  the  woolsack,  whereon  the 
lord  chancellor  usually  sittcth.  After  bome 
small  intermission,  the  gentleman  usher  was 
commanded  to  signify  unto  the  Spealicr  of  the 
Low6r  House,  that  the  J^:)rd5  wore  ready,  in 
their  robes,  and  did  expect  tlie  coining  up  of 
him  and  the  (!omniotb>,  to  whom  his  maj.'s 
pleasure  is  further  to  be  declared ;  according 
to  the  commission  directed  to  several  lords  for 
that  purpose. — ^I'he  Speaker  and  the  (Com- 
mons being  come  up  to  the  bar  of  the  house  of 
lords,  the  Loi-d  Chancellor  declared,  "  That 
it  had  pleased  his  maj.  to  ordain  this  pari,  to 
he  begun  and  holden  on  tlie  .5th  of  April  last; 
and  now,  for  divers  good  and  weij^hty  conside- 
rations, known  to  his  mai.  he  had  thought 
proper  to  dissolve  and  finally  determine  the 
same;  and,  that  for  the  same  purpose,  hu  maj. 
had  been  pleased  to  grant  a  commission  to  cer- 
tciia  Lord^''  Tbcu  the  clerk  of  purl,  going  up, 


received  the  Commission  from  the  Chancellor 
on  his  knees ;  and,  afterwards,  from  hb  own 
place,  read  the  same  to  both  the  houses.— By 
the  sudden  dissolution  of  this  pari,  all  tlie  bilhr 
which  had  been  brought  in  or  passed  in  either 
house,  were  frustrated  and  entirely  disanulled« 
At  the  end  of  the  Lords  Journal  is  a  Note,  or 
Catalogue,  of  such  bills  as  were  delivered 
into  that  house,  with  their  titles,  by  which  it 
appears  that  about  60  of  tten  were  before  the 
Lords ;  and  though  severaRvere  rejected,  that 
there  were  enough  left  to  employ  their  thoughts 
and  time  for  that  session. 

After  this,  the  king  and  hb  ministry  went  o» 
for  some  years,  and  supported  the  Court  and 
state  without  tlie  assistance  of  pari.  What 
other  ways  and  means  they  had  to  do  it,  than 
by  the  ordinary  annual  Revenues  of  the  Croyrn, 
Customs,  &c.  will  appear  in  tlie  sequel :  for 
though  small  in  themselves,  yet  they  were 
treated  as  Grievances  in  the  next  pari,  and 
looked  upon  as  impositions  on  the  public. 

A  new  Pari,  called.']  Rushworth  informs 
us,  that  it  was  not  till  the  year  1620,  that 
writs  were  issued  for  a  pari,  to  meet  oo  the 
30th  of  Jan.  in  that  year,  and  on  the  18th  of 
this  reign.*  But  it  appears  by  the  Journals, 
that  this  pari,  was  summoned  to  meet  first  oo 
the  16th  of  Jan.  from  thence  it  was  prorogued, 
by  proclamation,  to  the  ^3d,  and  then  again 
to  the  30th  as  aforesaid;  divers  great  and 
weighty  considerations  of  state,  occasioning 
these  prorogations.  It  is  observable,  that  the 
first  Writ  of  Summons,  which  is  given  at  length 
in  the  Journals,  in  the  usual  form,  is  directed 
to  Charles  prince  of  Wales,  duke  of  Cornwall 
and  of  York,  and  earl  of  Chester,  &c.    Which 

Ftrince,  we  find,  gave  his  attendance,  in  -the 
louse  of  Lords,  sumost  every  day  of  thb  en* 
suing  session. 

A  Proclamation  Melting  forth  the  Kin^^t 
Rcasans  for  calling  this  Pari.]  Along  with 
the  writs  for  calling  a  new  pari,  the  following 
Proclamation  was  published,  for  tlie  electing  ^ 
of  proper  members  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  which  we  shall  givo  in  its  original  or- 
thography, t 

"  By  the  Kinge  : — Having  occasion  at  thb 
tymc  to  deliberate  upon  divers  great  and 
weighty  affaires,  .highly  tendhig  to  the  conty- 
miancc  and  furtlier  settling  ot  the  peaceable 
govornuient  and  safety  ot  this  our  kingdom, 
whereof  God  hath  given  us  the  charge ;  we 
have  thought  good,  according  to  the  laudable 
custome  of  our  progenitors,  to  ci*ave  the  advice 
and  assistance  lierein  of  our  well  affected 
subjects,  by  calling  a  pari,  to  begin  upon  the 
ICtn  day  of  Jan.  next;  and  though  there  were 
no  more  to  be  had  in  consideration  but  the 
present  face  of  Christendom,  so  miserably  and 
dangerously  distracted  at  this  tyme,  besides  a 
number  of  other  greit  and  weighde  a&ires 

•  See  Rushworth's  Historical  Collections, 
Vol.1,  p.  21.  These  Collections  begiu  in  the 
year  1618,  or  the  16th  of  this  kmg. 

t  Rymer's  Public  Acts,  Tom  XVU.  p.  «70* 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


|109l  PARI.  HISTORY,  IS  James  I.  1620.— lisf  dfthe  House  (/Commons.        [1180 

that  wc  arc  to  resolve  upoa;  we  have  more 
timu  sufficient  reason  to  wish  and  desire,  if  ever 
at  any  time,  especiatlv  at  this,  that  the  knights 
and  burgesses  that  shall  serve  in  pari,  be,  accord- 
Mg  to  the  ould  institutions,  chosen  of  the  gravest) 
'  ablest  and  best  affected  ipyndes  that  male  be 
iound.  And  therefore  out  of  the  oare  of  tbe 
Common  good,  whereof  themselves  are  also  par- 
ticipant, we  do  hereby  admonish  all  our  loving 
subjects,  that -have  votes  in  elections,  that 
choise  be  made  of  persons  approved  for  their 
sinccryty  in  religion,  nod  not  or  any  that  is  noted 
either  of  superstitious  blindness  one  way,  or  of 
turbulent  humours  another  way,  but  of  such 
as  AkW  be  found  zealous  and  obedient  children 
to  thb  their  mother-church. — And,  as  to  tlie 
knightes  of  shires,  that  they  cast  their  eyes  upon 
the  worthiest  men  of  all  sorts,  of  knighies  and 
gentlemen  that  are  guides  and  lishtes  Of  thcit 
Muntries,  of  good  experience  and  of  groat  in- 
tegrity. Men  tl)at  lead  hpnest  and  excmplarie 
lief  in  theii^  countries,  doing  us  good  service 
therein ;  and  no  bankrupts  ordiacontented  per- 
sons that  cannot  fish  but  in  troubled  waters. — 
And,-  for  the  burgesses,  thi^t  they  make  choice 
of  them  that  best  understand  the  state  of  their 
ebulitrics,  citlics,  or 'burroughes;  and  where 
such  may  not  be  had  within  their  corporations, 
then  of  other  gra\*c  and  discreet  men,  fit  to 
serve  in  so  worthy  an  assembjiy.  For  we  may 
well  foresee  ho^v  ill  pflTccts;  t^o  bnd  choise  of 
unfitt  men  may  produce,  if  tlie  house  should 
be  sopplied  vvleh,  bd/ikruptes  and  nece^tous 
persons,  that  ttid}  desire  loug  parliameuts  for 
their  private  protections;  .or  AviUi  young  and 
unexperienced  men,  that  are  not:  ripe  and  ma- 
ture for  so  grave  a  counccil ;  or  with  men  of 
mean  qualities  in  themselves,  who  may  only 
serve  to  applaud  the  opinion  of  others  on  whom 
they  depend  ;  nor  yett  with  curious  and  wrang- 
hng  lawyers  who  may  seek  reputation  by  stir- 
ring heedless  questions ;  but,  we  wish  all  our 
good  subjects  to  undcrstana  theb  our  admoni- 
tions, as  that  we  noe  way  inean  to  bar  them 
of  their  iawfuU  freedom  in  election,  according 
to  the  fundamental  laivs  and  laudable  custome 
of  this  our  kuigdomc,  and  especially  in  the  times 
of  good  and  settled  covernment.  Witness  ourn 
self  at  Theobauld,  this  sixth  day  of  Nov.'* — 
The  following  is  a 


List  of  the  House  of  Commons,  returned  to 
serve  in  tkeHurd  i^ariiament  of  James  I, 


Bedfordshire. 
Sir  B.St.  John,  ^ 
Sir  Oliver  Luke. 

Bedford, 
Sir  Alex.  $t.  John, 
Rich;  Taylor,  esq. : 

Bucks. 
Sir  Francis  Goodwin, 
SirWm.  Fleetwood. 

Buckingfutm, 
ftr  Thbs*  Denton, 
Hich.  Oliver,  esq. 

Wycomb, 
Eich.  Lovelace,  esq. 
¥ot*l.         •     • 


Arthur  Goodwin,  esq; 

Aylesbury, 
Sir  John  Dormer, 
Henry  Burlacy,  esq, 

Bbres. 
Sir  Rich.  Lovelace, 
Sir  Kobt.  Knollcs. 
Neflf  Windsor. 
Sir  Chas.  Howard, 
Sir  Robert  Bennet. 

Beading, 
Sir  Anthony  Barber, 
John  Sanders,  ^^ 


Wallin^ford. 
Sir  Geo.  Simmons, 
Sam.  Dunche,  esq. 

Abingdon, 
Sir  Robt.  Hyde.  . 
Cornwall. 
Bevill  Grevill,  esq. 
John  Anindell,  esq. 

LancestoiK 
Thos.  Bond,  esq. 
Jolm  Harris,  esq. 

J^eskard, 
Sir  Edw.  Cooke,  * 
Nicholas  Heale,  esq. 

Lestwithiel, 
Edw.  Salter,  esq. 
Geo.  Chudieigh,  esq. 

IVuro. 
Sir  John  Catcher, 
John.Trefuses,  esq. 

JBodmitt,  ' 
Sir  John  TrevorJ  • 
Jas.  Bagge,  jun.  gent. 

HeUton. 
Sir  Thos.  Stafford, 
Wro.  Noye,  esq. 

Saltusk, 
Sir  Thos.  Trevor, 
Sir  'l>os.  Smith. 
Camcif'ord, 
Sir  Henry  Carey, 
Edw.  Oarr,  esq,    ^ 

Westhw,   ' 
Henege  Finch,  cs(^ 
Christopb.  Piarris,  esq. 

Grampottnd, 
Sir  Robt.  Carew, 
Jolm  Hampden,  esq. 

Eastiow, 
Sir  John  Walter, 
Sir  Jeremy  Horsey. 

Penryn, 
Robt.  Jermin,  esq. 
Si*  Francis  Crane. 

Treeeni/. 
Thos.  Mallet,  esq. 
Wm.  Hack  well,  esq. 

Bossiney, 
John  W^ood,  esq. 
Ambrose  Man  uington. 

St,  Ives, 
John  Id.  Paulett, 
Robt.  Bacon,  esq. 

Fuvey, 
John  Trefry,  esq. 
Jonath.  Rashley,  gent. 

St.  Germatn*s,   . 
Sir  Rich.  Bullcr, 
Rich.  Tisdale,  gent. 

St.  MitdieU, 
Rich.  Carewe,  esq. 
John  St.  Abtn,  ^sq. 

Kewport. 
Sir  Edw.  Barrett, 
Sir  Hobt.  KilligreWie;  ' 

St,  Mai/s, 
Edw,Writtingto!i,  esq. 
4t 


Wm.  Huckmore,  gent. 

Culiington, 
James  Id.  Wriolhesly^^ 
Sir  Hen  i  Rolles. 

CuMBERLAItfD. 

sir  Geo.'balstbn, 

Sir  Hen.  Curwen. 
CarlisU.      • 

Sir  Hen.  Fane, 

Geo.  Butler,  esq.  ;  ', 
CavbridgesiIiriu  ■ 

Sir  Edw.  £*ayton,  bt. 

Sir  John  Cntts. 
Cambridge. 

Sir  John  Hubbart, 

Rich  Foxton.  And,  on 
his  being  rejected 
becaxisc  mayor,      , 

Thos.  Mewtas,  esq. 

Cmnbridite  University, 

Sir  Robt.  NauiitOn,  ^ 

Barn;  GoOge,  .liL.  D^; 
.  -    Cn'£s"riir.E.  * 

Sir  Wm.  Bl-crc'ton, 

Sir  Rich.  GrovcSnor,  , 
Chester.  ••      '• 

E.  Wlritbv,  e^.'  rec.  . 

J.  Radclilt,  aldctman,^ 

'      DERB\3UntE. 

Wm.  Id.  Caudish, 
Sii;  Peter  Frqtchvile.  ; 

Derby. 
Tim^  Leeving,  rcc*  ib. 
Edw.  Lecch^,'eS(q. 

Devon  SEiEK.  "' 
Sir  5dv^.  Seymour,. bW 
John  'Drake,  esq. 

.Ere^cr.       '     ' 
John  Prowse,  esq. 
Ignatius  Jordan,  esq. 

Totiiess. 
Sir  Edw.  Giles, 
Rich.  Rode,  merchant* 

Barnstofile, 
J.  Del  bridge,  toercb. 
P.  Dodderidgc,  merch* 

riymOuth. 
J.  Glanvile,  esq.rec.ib. 
Thos.  Shervile,  merclu 

Tavcstock. 
Sir  Francis  Glanvile,   ' 
Sir  Baptist  Hicks. 

Dartmouth. 
Wm.  Nyle,  inerch. 
R.  Miitthewe,  merch« 

Tiverton. 
John  Bamfeilde,  esq.  ' 
Jolm  Davy,  esq. 

Beeralston. 
SirThos.  Wyes, 
T.  tCeightley,  m6rch; ' 

I'it/mton:    p 
Sh-Wbi.^Scrcmde,'  ,* 
Sir  Warwick  Heale. 

DOJ^TSHIRE. 

Sir  John  StraugewayS| 
Sir  Tboi.  Trencbard. 
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Pool, 
Sjar  Walter  Earlc, 
Rir  Geo.  Hockey, 

Dorchester, 
Sir  F.  A^ey,  sei>  at 

law, 
Joho  Barki.Bs,  merch. 

Xvwe  Reikis. 
Jolin  Fawlct,  e«<|. 
Ko^t:  Hansard,  gept. 

co>7?6  Hfgit. 
Mat.  Pitt«  aUermait 
Giles  Greece,  gent. 
Inliix  F^ake,  c»q. 
Christopherl'larle,  ejq. 

6ridport, 
Johii  Stroodc,  «s(^. 
Johu  Browne,  esq. 

ShajUbur^i 
l^cy  Herbert,  esq. 
Tbos.  5beppajcd,  esq. 
and,  upon  hifeexpul«> 

Rjilph  Hf>ptf>nj  esq. 

Warehiifff. 
Sir  Wm.  Pitf, 
*tofjn  Treiif  hjtrtJj  tjq» 

5^11  Tl^Qs.  Hal  ton, 
Sir  Tbt».«i  Haiomond, 

Sir  Jolm  Deane. 
CMchcslrr. 

£dw.  j^Ubfd,  fj'q. 

Sir  Jiiliti^  Caiwir, 
Hi*  iJt'iK  Mildiiinv, 

TiiHi.C^ke,csq. 
fiflw,  Griiiisiofj,  e^r], 

Sir  George  Culvtfrt,  ■sC- 

crctarv  cjf  stiiU;, 
Sir  1\  Wejitwortl),  bt, 

5u-  Rab.  Aakvvitb, 
Chciatopher    Broqke^ 

hiniiston  on  Hull, 
Joha  Lister,  esq. 
Maurice  Abbot,  e;^. 

Knartsborou^h, 
Sir  Upa.  SUngsby,, 
Ilich,*UuUQn,.jMq» 

Scarboroii^ 
Sir  Riclu  Cbpluieley^ 
Wm.  Confers, ^ht. 

JU^ok, 
Sir  Tbpa.  Poatbttiimr 

Wrn.  Mailery,es^4 

EichmwidL 
ftirXalbot  BowcJ,^ 
Wm.  Bowes,  esq.  * 


Tont^fract, 
Geo.  SbelUtoc,  c«i\. 
Sir  Edwin  S.an«)ys,jun . 

Sir  MatL  Boyntep,bt. 
SirTho.  Fairfax. 

Borou^hbridge.  j 
Sir  Ferdinand  Fairfax^ 
Geo.  Withered^  esq. 

nirsk. 
Sir  John  Gibson, 
Sir  Tho.  l^ellasis* 
Aliboro\igh, 
Sir  Chribtophw  Hyld- 

yard«, 
Edw*  Scqtt,  esq.     - 

GLOUCBSX£itSUI  RC« 

Sir  Rob.Tracv, 
Maurice  Berkley,  esq^ 

Gloucciier, 
John  Browne,  esq. 
Antbouy  Robinson. 

Cirencester, 
Sir  llio.  Rowe, 
Tho.  N,icholas,  esq* 

Tewkthwry, 
Sir  D/idlev  Digs, 
Giles  Bridges,  esq. 

HuNTfyGpoNsnUE, 
Sir  R4)b.  Benll, 
Sir  Robi.  Payne. 

Huntin^on, 
Sir  Hten.  St.  John,      , 
Sfr  MilSs  Sandes,  bart. 

HF.1ITF<yRD8HrRX. 

Sir  Hen.  Care w,corap7 
Iwrflerofthp  house* 
hold, 
Sir  Cha.  Morrison,  bt. 

St,  Atbon's. 
Sir  Tho.  Richardson, 
segeant  at  law,  and 
sf^eakcr,  * 

Henry  Mewtas^wq. 
JlinRBVonD.sifciRR. 
Sir  J.  Scudauiorc,  bart. 
Fitzwilliam     Conisby, 
esq. 

JTfreford, 
James  Ro<ic,gQnt. 
Rich.  Weaver,  gent. 

Ixominsicr, 
Fras.  3mallman,  esq. 
Wni.  Bcccher,  esq. 

Kent. 
Robt.  vise.  Lisle, 
Sir  George  Fane, 
Qffnterbury, 
J.  Fijich,  esq,  rec.  ib. 
Sir  Geo.  Newnvwi 

Rochester* 
SirT.WnlsingharaJun* 
H..Clerck,  esq.  fee.  ib. 

Mttiditonot 
SJr  Fras.  Vane, 
Sir  f  ras<  Barohaoi; 


Queenboroughw 
James  Pahner,  esqt 
VVm.  Frowde,  esqi 

LrNCOLMSHtltE; 
9»  George  Manners, 
9kt  Thosi  GrantlMtfn. 

Ltndoln, 
9it  Lewis  Watson, 
Stf  Edw.  Ayscoutbe, 

Mott<m, 
Slip  Wm.  Armyn,  jvLm 
Anthony  Irbye,  esq^ 

GriBUt  Grunsbyi 
Chriatbpher  VVray,esq. 
Uenrjf  Pclham,  gent. 

mpfnferd. 
Sir  Rrcbs  Oecill, 
John  WingfeilH,  esq. 

Graiilhami 
Sir  Win.  Armin,  sen. 
Sir  Clement  Cotterill. 

Leicestersrirb. 
Sir  George  H«stings^ 
Sir  H«nry  Hastings. 

Leke»ter, 
Sir  Rich.  Morrison, 
Sir  Wm.  Herrick. 
Lancasutrb. 
'  Sir  John  RadcliDv 
Sir  Gilbert  Haa^iton. 

Laficaster. 
I  Sir  Humphrey   Maj, 
chanc.  of  the  duchy, 
Tho.  Fanshawe,  esq. 

FreUon, 
Sir  F^i^'.  Mosetey,  att. 

of  the  duohy. 
Sir  Wm.  Poolev, 
Liverpool* 
Tho,  May,  esq* 
I  Wm.  Johnson,  esqi 

Nezetom 
Sir  George  Wright, 
Rich.  Kipax,  esq. 

Geo.  GarFet,,e8q« 
,  Roger  l>owncs,  vnq*. 

CUthet'om, 
SirTho.  Walmcsley, 
Wm.  Fanshawe,  caq. 

Middlesex. 
Sir  Fnis.  DArcy, 
Sir  Gilbert  Jernudibt. 

Wetimtntttr, 
SirEdw.  Vilkrs, 
Wm.  Mann,  esq. 

Jjondon,: 
Sir  Tbo.  Lowe, 
Sir  R^  Heath,  sol.  gen. 
R.Batenmn^  merchant, 
Wm.Tower!0dn,.mei^. 

MoimoTTTif. 
Sir  Edmund  Mprgan, 
Cha.  WQIiams,  esq. 

Moiifnouth, 
^  Tho/Kareascroft,  «sq. 


No«iJHfKPTOJt&8  tX^ 
Sir  Wm'.  Spencer,  BLB. 
Sir  Edwan)  Monriii^ne* 
And,  on  his  l>eii^^ 
created  a  peer. 
Rich.  Eoigbdey,  /ea^ 

Peterborough,. 
Mildroay  Fape,es<|. 
W.  FiuviUi^mis»  esq* 

NorUumpion. 
Rich.  Spencer^.c^. 
XhOi  Ctewe,  c^. 

Bracklcy. 
Bd w.  ^<ve^er^  es<). 
S^r  TW  VVen^ftti. 
_  Wgpjam  Ptrreru 
Sir  Cha,  litFouiitii^afc 

Sir  Jer^  a^c;  Cliitoa,  Jiit* 
Sir  Geo*  Chawoi;llu 

IVIiditLcl  Purilby,  cs(^ 
Geo.  Lasacls  esq. 
lliiU  Uctftyrd. 
Sir  NatliariM  Rad:}c, 
Ed  wajrd  Wo  rt  h!ey  ,  e*q* 

Norfolk  , 
Sirll^maQd  Le  Sir^nfi. 

Rich,  Rosse,  ald^ 
Wm.  JDcmiV,  *iiq* 
Kin^t  L^itme^ 
Matt  he  Nv  Clerke^  esq* 
Julm  WailU,  esq. 

Great  Yannouih^ 
Beiij,  Ci^^v-,  ^Id. 
Edw^  Qwner,  esq. 

Thetford*^ 
Sir  Tlio.  Holhmd, 
Franlin^iam  Gaw4);^ 


tie  Rismg^ 
John  WJison,  esq. 
Roh«  Sp*]U^>  esq. 

NOBJ-ll  UM  RERLAjm. 

Sir  Wm,  Gray,^hart. 
Sir  Hen.  WiddnngKon. 

Sir  Hen.  Andcnon^ 
Sn-  Tho.  iiiddle. 
lUtarpe^* 
Rob.  l^ranqlmg,  esq. 
R.   Fetlicrstoiihaagb^ 

esq. 
Berwich  yfon  l^oeed. 
Sir  John  Sielby, 
Sir  Rob.  Jaqksqa. 

OXFmtJDSWRE. 

Sir  Rich.  \|(^^yniiiaiuyi 
Sir  Wm.  Pope^eaq. . 

Sir  Jobo.Br9oke^ 
Tho.  V/^ntsicmtb^Mat^ 

Oxfbrd  TTiuve^^iity. 
SirJohaQoc^D^ts  Moil^ 

histkpulsioni 
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f  John  Danuts, 
r  Clement  Edmunds, 
.  Itooiktock, 

Justice  dfCh^l<ir, 
Sir  PhiUpCarcw. 

SfrWm.  Cope,  bart, 
BirrL4ilotiliKB, 

Sir  Wn.  IMsuwk. 

Sir  Geo.  Mooro, 
^  Nichoifti  Cvtw, 

Rick:  Ywranl,  esq, 

Bkchingly. 

8irTbo,<jt«nhainA 
iUb.  LowiB^ciq. 
Qniifiird. 
Sir  Roh-  Moore, 
Jqhu  Mnm^,  esq. 

SirTho.  Oresbtun, 
9irTbo,  Bhiddcr, 

Httsiemere. 
Sir  Tho.  Gr]fmM» 
Sir  Wm^  Browne.  • 

Stafi^ordshire, 
Rr  \Vm.  Bbwyer, 
Tho.  Cfompton,  csq^ 

Litchfield^ 
V^m.  Wingfcild,  esq, 
Kicb,  Weston,  esq. 

Stafford, 
l&alth.  CradHock^esq, 
Rich.  Dyott,  esq, 
Nea'cattte  under  Line, 
Sir  John  Davics,  serj, 

at  law, 
Bdw.  Kirton,  esq, 

Tumuidrth, 
Sit  Tho  Puckering,  bl, 
John  Ferrers, 
Salop, 
Sir  Rob.  Vcmon, 
^ir  Fras,'  Keunbton, 

^Shrezcsbury* 
S\f  ttich,  Ne\Vj)oft, 
Pras.  Bftrkley,  Esq, 

BrideenortA. 
Sir  JbhQ  Hcywatd, 
Wm.  WhitmoW,  esq. 

Ludtoin, 
Spenter  Mi  CoTtiptoo, 
lDCh.TomliBs,  cfsq. 

WentdCk, 
Sir  Edw :  Lai;Vtey, 
Hio.  Wolrrcbe,  ciq, 
BUkfiu'i  Cdstlc, 
Fm,  Tircftttlfli'  esq. 
SxtCHlbeftvomWalL 


SouTn4ir?TON. 
Sir  Hen.  Wallop, 
Sir  John  Jephson, 
Wiutficster, 
Sir  Rich.  Titchborne, , 
W.  S{ivage,esq.  rcc.  ib, 

SoiUhamptun^ 
Sir  Tho.  Flemming, 
H,ShcrHcld,esq.rcc.ib, 

Portsmouth^ 
Sir  Daniel  Norton, 
Sir  BeuJ.  Rudyard. 

Yarmouth, 
Arthur  Broinfeild,csq. 
Tho.  WFislev,  esq^ 

PeteiJUld. 
Sir  Rich.  Norton, 
Sir  John  Hippeslej^ 

Newport, 
Sir  Rich.  Worsley,  bt. 
Sir  Win.  Uiredate. 
Shckbridge, 
Sir  Rich,  Gifford/ 
Sir  Wm.  Ayloffe,  bart. 

^  Newtov*n, 
Sir  Wm.  Harrington, 
Sir  Tho.  Barriii2tM.n. 

Christchurch, 
Sir  Geo.  Hastings, 
Nathanl.Tomkius,  esq. 

Whitchurch, 
Sir  Tho.  Jan'oyes, 
Sir  Rob.^  Oxenbridge. 

jLymington, 
Sir  Wm..Doddingto», 
Heuiy  Crojnpton,  esq, 

Andorve^, 
John  ShtUer,  esq, 
Henry  Wallas,  csq^ 

Suffolk, 
Sir  Rob.  Crane, 
Tho,  Clenche,  e^q. 

Ipswich, 
Rob.  SnelJing,  gcot^ 
Wm.  Cage,  gent. 

Dunwich, 
Clement  Cooke,  oeiU. 
Thomas  Beddi<]igleikl, 
jun.  gent, 
Orford. 
Sir  LiondiTalmage>bt, 
Sir  Rotfer  Townseiid, 

Atdborough, 
sir  Henry  Glemham, 
Cha,  Glcmham,  esq, 

Sudbury, 
Edw.  Osbumc,  esq, 
BrjiraptonGurdon,esq. 
Jiur^  Sf,  Edmu7id^s, 
Sir.Tlio,  Jermin, 
Jdhn  Woodfdrd,  esq, 

'Sir  Rog^r  N'orth, 
Sife  John  Cromptoj). 

SoMfcRteTSlilJljf. 

MauiiceBarkle/,  esq. 


JRrUtol, 
John  Whitson,  aid.  ib* 
Johii  Guy,  aid.  ib. 

Bath, 
Sir  Rob.  Phillips, 
Sir  Rob.  Pye. 

Sir  Edw.  Rodney, 
Tho,  Souchvvark,  esq, 

Xaunton, 
Tlio.  Brcreton,  esq, 
Lewis  Pope,  geut. 
Brldgewater, 
VAw.  Fopham,  esq, 
Roger  Warre,  esq. 

Minehead. 
Sir  Robt.  Doyd, 
Fras,  Perce,  gent, 

SUSSBX. 

Sir  Edw,  Sackville^ 
Christoph.  Nevill,  esq* 

Chichester^ 
Sir  Edw.  Cecil, 
Tho.  Whatman,  esq, 

Horshami 
Tho.  Coruwallis,  esq, 
John  Middleton,  esq, 

MidhursK 
Ridi.  Lewkner,  esq^ 
Johi\  Smithe,  esq.^ 

Lewes, 
Sir  Gco^  Goting, 
Rich.  Auiliurst,  esq^ 

Shoreham, 
Sir  John  Morley, 
Sir  John  Leedes.  Afi 

tcrhim^ 
Inigo  Jones,  esq^ 

Brumber. 
Tho.  Bowyer,  esq^ 
Rob.  Morle;^,  esq, 

Steyning, 
Sir  Tho.  Shcrley, 
Sir  Edw,  Francis. 

East  GrinMteads 
Sir  Ilenrv^Coi^ptob, 
Tbo^  Pclham,  esq. 

Arundel. 
Sir  Lionel  Cranfield. 
After  hk  beingjnade 
a  peer, 
I  Sir  Rd^  Weston,  chnn. 

of  the  exc}iec|. 
Sir  Ilexuy  Spillar. 

WfiSTMelttiLAlVflK 

Henry  lord  Clifford, 
/Sir  Tdo.  Whartdii. 

AfpMy, 
^Sir  Aitbur  IngrBili^ 
rTha.  Ho^s,  esq, 

Wiltshire. 
.Sir  Bras*  Seymojur,' 
.Sir  £dw.  Sayotbn. 

New  Aurum.    . 
^  RogerGftuntieM^  iU 
%aH.  Uoxofip  tM*  ^ 


WUion, 
Sir  Tho.  Tracjv  4^t 

bis  deatb. 
Sir  Henry  NeviH,^ 
Tho.  Morgan,  esqv 

Downton, 
Sir  Carey  Rawtey^ 
Sir  Tho,  Hmtyn. 

Riridon, 
Sir  Henry  JMervin, 
Jobti  Angell,  ewf^ 
Heytesbury, 
Sir  Tho.  T(uaQ«t 
Sir  Henry  LudWv^. 

Westburj/. 
Walter  Long,  esq. 
Sir  Miles  Fleetwood. 

Calnc, 
John  Ducket,  esq; 
John  Pyimne,  esq-. 

Vevizes, 
Sir  Hen^y  Ley, 
John  Kent*  genC 
Chippenham,. 
'BA.  liungerforde,  esq, 
John  Bayly,  esq, 
^ialmibwry^ 
Sir  Henry  Poole, 
Sir  Edw.  Warder. 
Cricktade* 
Sir  Tho,  Howard, 
Si.'  CatTe^e  Reynell. 

Great  Bedmn, 
Sir  Fras.  Pophaixiy     . 
Tho.  Carey,  c«q. 
I^dgershuU. 
Alex.  Cliocke^  esq. 
Wm.  Satwell,  esq; 

Old  Sarum. 
Geo.  Miune,  etq, 
Tho.  Bret,  esq. 

Wutton  Bastet. 
Rich.  Harrison,  esq, 
John  Wrenham,  e$q^ 

Marlborough^ 
Sir  Walter  bevreux^i 
Rtdi.  Digm  isq. 

WoitcusTTrtsitrRE. 
Sir  Tho.Littleton,  bart. 
Sir  Samuel  Sand^ 

Woreeittr, 
Sir  Jobft  Cotfcher, 
Subert  BerkleV,  esq^. 

Eitsharti, 
Sii>  Tho.  Bi^>  bart. 
Antb.  Lang^tdn,  g^iit, 

BKwdleu, 
Sir  Thomas  £dttmBdl» 
t^eastirer    of    t^ 
nviiKlund. 
Jiroitmcfi, 
Kdi^Gllire,  eftq; 
JoKa  Wylde,  escj. 

\^W|CKftHntft^ 

SW&is.Ui^ 

Sit  l%Ou  Ii4l<7» 
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Co'entn/. 
S.  Hopkins,  aid.  ib. 
Hen.  See  well,  aid.  ib. 

Warwick. 
Sir  Gretille  Vemcy, 
John  Cooke,  wq. 

BAitOXS 


Cahdigan. 
Sir  Richard  Pr}'$e. 

Cardigan, 
Walter  Ch'erbury,  esq. 

Cahmarthen.  . 
Sir  Johit  Vaughan. 

Carmarthen, 


OF THEcr.NQUE WJRTS.    Ucnrv  Vaughan  esq. 

Hastings,  Carnarvon. 

f  unuel  Mooce,  esq.        John  Griffith,  jon.  esq. 
James  Lasher,  esq.  Cnrmrvon. 

Winchetica.  .  Nicholas  Griffith,  gent. 

Sir  Tbo.  Finche,  bart.  Denbigh. 

Edw.  Nicholas,  esq.        Sir  John  Trevor,  jun. 

Bmt,  •  Denbigh. 

Emanuel  Oifford,  esq.    Hugh  Middleton,  esq. 
John  Angcll,  esq.  Flint. 

Romneif.  Sir  Roger  Mostyn. 

Sir  Peter  Manwood,  Flint. 

Francis    Fetherston-      Wm.Ravenscroft,csq. 
haugh,  esQ.  Glamorgan. 

H}fthe,  Wm.  Price,  esq. 

Sir  Peter  Heyman,  Cardiff. 

Rich.  Zouche,  LL.  Q,    Wm.  Herbert,  esq. 

Dover.  Mf.rioneth. 

Sir  Hen.  Mavnwartng,    Wm,  Salisbury,  esq. 
Sir  Richard  Yonng.  Pembroke. 

Sandii^'ich,  James  Woi^an,  esq. 

Sir  Edwin  Sandys.  Pembroke. 

John  Burroughesjgent.  ,  Lewis  Powell,  gent. 
principat.ity  op  Kavcrfnrdwc$t. 

WALES.  Sir  James  Parrett. 

Anglesey.  Montgomery. 

Rich.  WiUiani*f,  esq.        Sif  Wm.  Herbert. 
Beaumuris.  Montgotnery. 

Sampson  Evans,  esq.      Edw.  Herbert,  esq. 

Brecon,  Radnor. 

Sir  Henry  Williams.        Jrnnes  Price,  esq. 

Brecknock,  Badnor, 

Sir  Walter  Pye,  Charles  Price,  cent. 

The  King^t  Speech  on  opening  the  Session.'] 
On  the  meeting  of  thpparl.  Jan.  30th,  the  King 
being  seated  on  }iis  throne,  was  pleased  to 
make  the  following  Speech  to  botli  Houses. 
The  substance  of  it,  in  Latin,  is  given  in  the 
I/)rd3  Jo'urnqb,  Wilson  and  RusliMroith  have 
inserted  one  at  large ;  but,  upon  comparing 
thcir'$  with  the.  foregoing  speeches  of  this  king, 
so  great  a  difference  appears  both  in  stile  and 
iniinner,  as  render  them  justly  suspected.  The 
following  in  the  genuine  Speech,  taking  from 
Frankly  p'a  Annals,  whotelis  us,  "  that  he  had 
it  from  mr.  Munrlay,.an  ear-witness  thereof;" 
and,  upon  domination,  we  find  it  corresponds 
exactly  with  the  Latin  Abstract  ii>  the  Jour- 
nals : —  ■ 

"  My  lord*  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  you 
the  commons. .  ^  In  ipultiloquio  non  deest  pec- 
^atum,^*  said  the  wisest  kine  that  ever  was ;  and 
this  ekperie net  I  have  found  in  my  own  pei^on ; 
for  it  it  true,,  that  there  have*  been  sessions  of 
pari.,  teture  this  time,  wherein:  I  hav6  made' 
many  discouraos  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Xot^er 
House,  and  in  them  delivered  a  trae  endeavour 
of  ftiy  heart:  but  us  no  mqn^  occasions,  be 
they  never -so  good;  can' be  free  from  censure, 
U}  regard  of  the  excclleucy  rec^ired  td  make 


perfection ;  so  it  may  be,  it  pleased  God,  semg 
some  vanity  in  me,  to  send  back  my  i»-ords  as 
wind  spit  into  my  own  face.    So,  as  I  may 
truly  say,  '  I  have  often  niped  unto  you,  but 
you  have  not  danced;  I  have  often  mourn- 
ed, but  you  have  not  lamented  :'  but  now  I 
have  put  on  this  resolution  for  the  few  d<iy»  that 
are  left  me  in  this  world,  wherein  I  know  not 
how  far  I  liave  offended  God;  and  if  it  may 
please  you,  especially  of  the  Lower  House,  ta 
apply  tiiis   rule  unto  yourselves,  yoQ  may  find 
the  more  fruit. — ^Now  to  the  cmftid  of  your 
being  called  hither ;  for  entring  whereunto  the 
more  easily,  I  will  begin  with  the  genial  Con- 
dition of  a  Parliament,  not  to  instruct  you, 
whom  I  suppose  not  to  be  ignorant,  but  to  re- 
fresh your  memories;  ^d  first  what  a  parL 
is.     It  is  an  assembly  composed  of  a  head  and 
a  body  :  the  monarch  is  the  head,  aAd  the  body 
is  the  ^  estates ;  which  are  called  in  all  mctr 
narchies  a  pari,  which  was  used  and  created  at 
the  first  by  monarchy;  for  king's  were  befbm   ' 
pariiaments ;  who,  as  soon  as  they  bad  settled  a 
form  of  govt,  and  were  willing  that  thmr  people 
should  be  guided  by  laws,  called  a  pari. :  I 
know  there  are  divers  sorts  of  foreign  pa^a^ 
ments,  some  more,  some  less  in  jnnmber  :  but 
I  leave  them ;  only  this  I  would  have  you  to 
observe,  That  it  is  a  vain  thing  for  a  parliament<- 
man  to  press  to  be  popular;  for  there  is  no 
state  or  pariiamcnt  without  monarchy ;  so  thd  ' 
Grizons,  Swisses,  and  Low  Countfies,  which  ara 
governed  without  a  king,  have  no  parliaments, 
but  councils  and  assemblies.     This  I  put  you 
in  mind  of,  that  you  serve  under  a  monarch,  ^^ 
and  that  you  must  stand  or  fall  with  it. — ^Now 
consider,  1st,  Who  calls  you?  your  king. — 2ndly, 
Whom  he  calls?  the  Peers,  who  in  respect  of 
the  eminency  of  their  places  and  high  honours, 
have  an  iuterest  therein   by  birth  and  inlio- 
ritance,  because  they  are  to  assist  the  king  in 
his  greatest  affairs.     In  the  next  place  is  the 
Church,  the  Clergy ;  yet  not  all  of  them,  but  tho 
principal  heads  thereof,  the  bishops,  whose  ho- 
liness of  life  doth  claim  a  privelege  in  advice, 
and  in    respect   of  their   baronies:    also  the 
Knights  stand  for  'the  Shires,  and  tlie  odicr, 
gentlemen  for  the  Burroughs ;  of  these  is  the 
w  hole  body  composed :    3rdly,  why  you  are 
called ;  viz.  To  advise  the  kmg  in  bis  uigent 
affairs,  to  give  him  your  best  advice  in  such 
errands  as  he  shall  ask  of  you,  or  you  shall 
think  fit  to  ask  his  advice  im    The  king  makes 
laws,  and  ye  are  to  advise  him  to  make  such  as 
may  be  best  for  the  good  of  the  commonwealtB. 
There  is  another  cause  also,  viz.  The  House  of 
Commons  is  called,  for  that  they  best  know  the 
partic!ilar  estate  of  the  country ;  and  if  the 
king  shall  ask  their  advice,  can  b^t  tell  what 
is  amiss,  as  being  mpst  Sensible  of  it,  and  also 
pethibn  him  to  amci^  and  redress.    You  are 
the  authors  of  sustenance  also  to  him,  to  cup- 
ply  his  necessities ;  and  this  is  the  proper  use 
ofpariiamcnts.    Here  they  are  to  o&r  what 
they  think  fit  to  supfily  his  wants;  and  he  « in 
lien  hereof  to  afford  them  mercy  and  jmt 
a»d  *this  is  thit  I  boldly  say^   «(kd  «i& 
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ashamed  to  speak  it,  that  all  people  owe  a  kind 
of  tribute  to  their  king^  As  a  tlmnkfulness  to 
him  for  his  love  to  them ;  aiid  where  there  is 
this  sympathy  between  the  king  and  his  people, 
it  breeds  a  happy  parh — ^Thus  much  the  general 
Coudition  and  special  Use  of  Parliaments  in 
this  kingdom.  Now  I  come  to  the  particular 
Causes  which  moved  me  to  call  this  pari.  First, 
as  in  all  parliaments,  the  king  must  haye,a 
special  care  to  make  good  laws ;  for  *  ex  malis 
moribus  bonae  leges  ormntur :'  for  the  elder  the 
world  grows,  men  become  the  more  wise,  the 
more  crafty,  and  the  more  sinful;  and  there- 
fore the  more  need  to  makis  new  laws  for  new 
crimes.  And  here  I  am  in  a  lai^e  subject,  yet 
because  of  my  intended  brevity,  I  will  speak  of 
no  particulars,  but  hold  it  best  to  leave  it  to  the 
times  wherein  you  should  both  see  and  read 
them. — First,  for  Religion  there  are  laws  enough, 
eo  as  the  true  intent  and.  execution  follow ;  the 
Maintenance  of  Religion  stands  in  two  points : 
1.  Persuasion,  which  must  precede ;  2.  Com- 
piilsion,  which  must  follow ;  for  as  all  the  world 
cannot  create  a  new  creature,  be  it  never  so 
little,  so  uo  law  of  man  can  make  a  good  Chris- 
tian in  heart,  without  inward  grace;  but  the 
minister  miMt  persuade,  and  leave  the  success 
to  God ;  and  if  there  were  not  so  many  priests 
and  Jesuits,  there  would  not  be  so  many  per- 
verted to  ill ;  yet  it  is  not  enough  to  trust  to  a 
good  cause  and  let  it  go  alone ;  likewise  the 
busy  Puritans,  do  but  see  how  busy  they  are  in 

rsrsuading  the  people.  But  God  forbid,  that 
should  compel  mens'  consciences,  but  leave 
them  to  the  law  of  the  kincdout ;  for  the  ru- 
mour that  is  spread,  that  I  should  tolerate  Re- 
ligion in  respect  of  this  match,  which  hath 
peen  long  intreated  with  Spain  for  my  son,  I 
profess  I  will  do  uothint^  tnerein  which  shall 
not  be  honourable,  and  tor  the  good  of  Reli- 
gion :  the  trial  which  you  have  had  of  my 
Works  and  Writings,  wherein  I  have  been  a 
martyr,  tortured  in  the  mouths  of  many  idle 
fellows,,  may  give  you  ample  testimony  of  my 
integrity,  in  such  a  sort,  as  I  hope  you  trust 
the  wisdom  of  your  king  so  far  as  that  I  will 
never  do  one  thing  in  private,  and  another 
in  public :  but  if,  after  this  my  Declaration, 
any  shall  transgress,  blame  not  me  if  I  see  them 
severely  punished. — ^Now  the  main  errand,  to 
speak  truth,  which  I  have  called  you  for,  is  for 
a  Supply  of  my  urgent  necessities ;  ye  can  all 
bear  me  witness  I  have  reigned  18  years  among 
you ;  if  it  be  a  fault  in  me,  that  you  have  been 
at  peace  ail  this  while,  I  pray  you  pardon  it ; 
for  I  take  it  for  an  honour  to  me  that  ye  should 
Jive  Quietly  under  your  vines  and  fig-trees,  -eat- 
ing the  fruit  of  your  own  labours,  and  myself 
to  he  ^  just  and  merciful  king  to  you ;  ye  have 
^ot  been  troubled  witli  pressing  of  men,  and 
with  a  thousand  inconveniences  which  the  dis- 
aster of  war  produceth;  and  yet  within  these 
18  years  I.  have  had  less  Supplies  than  many 
kings  before.  .  The  last  queen  (of  famous  me'- 
mory)  was  so  far  supplied  in  her  time,  a$  it 
grew  to  -an  annual  contribution ;  which  by 
computatioA  came  to  135;000l.  a  year  at  the 


least.  I  had  never  above  4  Subsidies,  and  %\x 
15ths;  I  challenge  no  more  desert  tliaa  ^he  ; 
but  sure  I  am,  1  have  governed  vou  us  peace- 
ably the  time  since  ray  Supply  hath  been,  as 
if  women  with  cliild,  *  qua  decern  tulenuit 
fastidi^  mensis,'  who  after  ten  mouths  long- 
ing are  delivered  of  their  burden ;  but  I  have 
travailed  ten  years,  and  therefore  now  full 
time  to  be  delivered  of  my  wauts.  I  was  ever 
willing  to  spare  you  till  now.  It  is  true,  15  ar- 
guments were  used  in  other parliameuts  against 
Supplies :  first,  that  many  Subsidies  had  been 
given  by  them,  and  therefore  tlic/  required  a 
time  of  respiration ;  which  objection  is  now 
taken  away :  the  other  was,  tliat  my  treasure 
was  confusedly  governed  by  me;  so  as  some 
did  not  stick  to  say,  that  they  would  give  me 
all  they  had,  were  they  sure  it  would  come  into 
my  purse :  now  you  have  seen  trial  of  my  late 
care  in  2  years  last  past,  in  looking  iivto  the 
particulars  of  my  estate,  wherein  1'  must  con- 
fess that  I  have  found  my  Revenue,  as  Job's 
friends,  forsaking  me.  In  my  Household  Ex- 
pence  I  have  abated  10,0001.  "per  ann. ;  in  the 
Navy  25,000l.  per  ann. ;  ana  shortly  hope  to 
abate  10,0001.  more  in  mine  Ordnance;  I  have 
brought  mine  Expences  from  34,0001.  to 
14,0001.  and  yet  was  loth  at  first  to  think  that 
things  were  so  much  out  of  order ;  but  at  th^ 
last,  by  means  of  the  infonnation  of  some  pri* 
vate  jionest  gentlemen,  I  was  induced  to  enief 
into  a  particular  survey ;  and  herein  such  wa» 
the  love  of  my  young  admiral  to  me,  as  be 
took  the  only  envy  of  all  upon  himself  for  my 
sake;  and  though  be  but  young, yet  I  fiud  him 
true  in  faitli,  and  an  honest  man,  who  hath 
had  tlie  better  success  in  all  the  rest;  he  took 
under  himself  divers  commissioners,  as  a^'oung 
commander  should  do,  the  better  to  preserve 
him  from  errors,  and  then  sought  no  reward, 
hut  my  good  service ;  yet  went  ncverthelcat 
tlirough  all  with  a  great  diligence  and  happy 
success;  and  therefore  T  hope  the  kingdom 
shall  say  I  have  a  true  care  of  my  estate,  no^ 
taking  from  others,  by  violence,  house  or  land, 
but  governins^  ray  own  with  good  husbandry ; 
and  now  I  look  your  Supply  will  not  fall  imp 
a  bottomless  purse. — The  next  cause  of  your 
calling  is  for  an  ui-^ent  necessity,  tlie  miserable 
and  torn  estate  of  Christentlom ;  which  none 
that  hath  an  honest  heart,  ciia  look  on  without 
a  weeping  eye.  I  was  not  the  cause  of  the  bc- 
ginning  thereof,  (God  knows)  but  I  pray  God 
I  may  be  a  happy  instrument  of  a, happy  end- 
ing the  wars  in  Bohemia ;  I  nican,  wherein  the 
states  expellcil  the.  emperor,  and  chose  my  son- 
in-law  their  king :  I  was  requested  at  first  by 
both  sides  to  make  an  Hgreement  between 
them ;  which  cost  me  SOOOf.  in  fending  Don- 
caster  on  an  embassy  for  that  purpose.  In  the 
mean  time  they  cast  off  all  allegiance,  and 
chose  my  son,  who  sent  to  me  to  kuow  whether 
he  should  take  the  crown  upon  hiiQ  or  T\ot; 
and  yet  within  3  days  after,  before  I  cou!ri  re- 
turn my  answer,  took  tlic  crown  on  his  Jiead ; 
and  then  1  was  loth  to  meddle  in  it  ^t  all,  for 
3  reasons; — First,  £  would  not  mak^  Religion 
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the  cause  of  deposing  Vings.   I  leave  that  cause 
to  the  Jesuits,  to  mftkc  Religion  a  caus^  to  take 
Away  crowns.     Next,  I  was  not  a  fit  jodge  be- 
tween them ;  for  they  might  attef  say  to  me,. as 
he  said  to  Mo>es,  *  who  niadc  thee  a  judj^ 
over  us?'  And  myself  «^ould  not  be  cbntent 
that  they  should  iu  Ige  whether  I  were  h  king 
or  nor. — l^'itly,  because  I  had  been  a  med- 
dler between  them,  and  then  to  determine  my 
son  might  tiike  the  crown  upon  him,  had' been 
unpropcr  ;  and  yet  I  left  not  off,  so  ftir  as  na- 
ture compelled  me,  to  admit  his  good.     I  per- 
mitted a  Voluntary  Contribution  to  p^e^c^ve 
the  Palatinate,  which  came  to  a  jxrcat  sum; 
for  that  ptirpose  I  borrowed  also  T.'^jOOOl.  of 
my  brother  of  Denmarl:,  and  now  have  sent  to 
bim  to  make  it  up  l(X),00Ol.  and  all  this  have  I 
'done  with  the  Charge  of  Ambassadors,  and 
otherwise;    which   have   risen   to  an   infinite 
y  sum,  which  1  have  born  myself,  and  hath  cost 
V     me  above  200,0001.  in  preserving  the  Palatinate 
from  invading,  finding  no  hope  of  the  rest,  be- 
tiidoji  300,OO0L  and  besides  tlic  Voluntary  Con- 
tribution :    and  I  am  now  to  take  care  for  a 
worse  danger  against  next  summer,  albeit  I 
will  lcav(^  no  travel  untried  to  obtain  u  happy 
peace ;  but  I  thought  good  to  be  armed  a^nmst 
.the  worse  time,  it  being  best  to  intrcat  of  peace 
with  a  sword  iu  ray  hand.    Now  I  shall  labour 
to  prefserve  the  rest;  wherein  I  declare,  that 
jf  by  ftir  means  I  cannot  get  it,  my  crown^ 
ivnd  honour  and  all  shall  be  spent  with  my  son's 
blood  also,  but  I  will  get  it  tor  him ;  and  this- 
is  the  cause,  for  all  the  causes  of  Religion  are 
involved  in  it;  for  they  will  alter  Religion  where 
they  conquer,  and  so  perhaps  my  grand-child 
may  su6fer,  who  hath  committed  no  fault  at  all. 
There  is  nothing  done  without  a  speedy  Sup- 
ply, and  *  bis  dat  qui  citb  dat ;'  wherefore  I 
Di^pe  YOU  will  no  more  fail  me  now,  than  you 
have  done  my  predecessors.     In  this  I  must 
tri^st  your  cares;  and  t  think  if  a  man  could 
^c  ;ill  your  hearts  in  one  face,  it  would  tefttify 
a,  general    acclamation    of  tliis  my    motion. 
Consider  who  it  is  that  moves  you,  your  King; 
and  his  care  of  Refbrmation,  and  the  Charges 
•  which  he  hath  discharged,  besides  40,0001, 
of  late  in  the   pyratical    war;    and   consider 
if  1   deserve  not   y<mr  respects.     For  your 
parts,  you  may  be  informed  of  something  fit 
to  be  required  of  me  for  matter  of  justice; 
I   never  directly  nor   uthenvisc   desired    the 
dantraryj    for  which    purpose  I  have  chosen 
judffe^  m  the  best  learning  and  integrity  that  I 
.    comd;  and  if  they  prove  unjust,  I  will  not  spare 
them.     It's  strange   that  my  Mint  hath  not 
go^ethisS  or  9  years;  butt  think  the  fault 
of  the  want  of  money  is  the  uneven  balancing 
of  tfade ;  for  other  things  (I  confess)  I  hare 
been  liberal;  but  thb  main  cause  of  my  wants 
hath  been  the  ill  govt,  of  those  whom  I  have 
trusted  umJer  me :  fhr  Bounty,  I  will  not  make 
every  day  a  Christmas ;  and  yet  it  may  be  I 
have  hurt. mysejf  in  some,  and  io  others  my 
subjects;  but  if  I  be  trulrinfbrmfed,  I  will  rightly 
rcfai:m;  but  for  you  to  hunt,  after  Gnerances 
to  the  pirjudke  of  your  king  and  yourselves, 


is  npt  the  errand :  deal  with  me  as  J  deserve 
at  your  hands;  f  will  leave  nothing  undond^ 
that  beconies  a  just  king,  if  you  desu  with  me* 
accordingl)'.  I  know  this  pari,  hath  been  ol* 
great  expectation;  and  sO  was  that  at  my  first 
coming,  when  I  knew  not  the  stat*  ot"  thi!^ 
land,  i  was  then  led  by  the  old  coonscUoirii  I 
found  which  the  old  queen  had"  left,  and  it 
may  be  thtfre  was  a  misleading,  and  a  misud^ 
dcr^tanding  between  us,  which  bred  an  abnip* 
tioii.  And  at  the  last  pari,  there  came  up  & 
strange  kind  of  beasts,  called  Undertaken,  a 
name  which  in  my  nature  I  abhor;  which 
caused  a  dissolution;  now  you  have  the  ad* 
vantage,  that  I  callyou  on^  of  my  fre^  motion, 
and  my  trust  is  in  your  good  offices  for  mj 
good  estate;  even  io  all  and  every  one  of  you 
r  hope  I  want  not  good  subje<^t5;  and  I  asiire 
^'ou,  ye  shall  find  an  honest  king  of  me:  hoW 
liJippy  a  fame  will  it  be  that  he  is  reverenced 
and  loved  by  his  people,  and  reciurocalty  loves 
them?  Now  shall  I  be  hdnoured  by  my  neigh* 
hour  princes,  and  my  govt,  peradvcnture  madft 
an  example  for  posterity  to  follow.  And  so  ( 
leave  vou.** 

T/ie  Lord  ChaneeHor^s  Speech,}    Tb*Ving^ 
speech   being    ended,    the   Lord  Chance/tor^ 
sir  Francis  B&cou,  viscotmt  9t,  Alban,  made  a 
brief  exhortation  to  the  house,  to  thiseffbct:-^ 
"  May  it  please  your  maj. ;  I  am  struck  with 
admiratibn  iil  respect  or  your  profound  dis- 
courses, with  reverence  to  vour  royal  precepts^ 
and  contentment  in  a  number  dP  gracious  pas^ 
saires,  which  have  fallen  from  your  roty.  in 
your  speech.    It  is  a  saying  of  Solomon,  some- 
what  dark,  but  apt,  *  That  the  words  of  tijc 
wise  are  like  nails  and  pins  fastened  by  the 
master  of  the  building  in  the  midst  of  assem- 
blies;,* so,  in  regard  of  the  reverence  of  yout 
maj,'s  words,  they  ^rc  like  nails  that  strike 
through  and  through;  first  h\U^  the  mcmort'. 
then  iuto  the  hearts  of  the  heafdts,  tfrhlch  iC 
the  best  way  to  imprint  them,  into  their  mind^. 
For  myself, 'l  hold  it  ^s  great  conMAei^datipns 
in  a  chancellor  to  be  silent,  when  sudji  a  king 
is  by,  who  can  so  weU  deliver  the  o;w;les  (J 
of  his  mind,  as  for  n\e  to  s|>cak.,    Onty,  sir, 
give  me  leave  to  give  n\y  advipc  to  the  upper 
and  lower  house  briefly  ^n  two  vrott^ :  *^  nosco 
tcipsum.'    1  would  have  the  pari,  know  itself; 
1st,  in  a  modest  <*arriiAge  ta  so  gracious  a  *6n 
vercign;  2ndly,  in  valuing  themselves  thus  far» 
as  to  knmv,  now  it  is  in  thca\  by  their  carefh^ 
dcj^ing  to  procure  an  infinite  good  to  them- 
selves in  substance,  and  repu,Mition  at  home 
and  abroad.    As  there  is  grei^t  expectation  iti, 
the  beginning  of  this  pari,  so  I  phvy  God,  it 
may  be  as  goad  in  the  conclusion;  that  it  may 
be    generative,    begetting    others    hereafter, 
Kow  T  am  to  put  you  in  m{nd  of  ybtir  laudar 
ble  custom,  to  elect  one  to  be  youi'  commoh 
mouth  or  Speaker;  for  which  purpose  yoU  ar^ 
presently  to  assemble  yourselves  iii  the  hou^ 
of  6ommons^  but  the  kin^  for  the  presentit^^ 
*of  such  to  his  ma),  givetn  yoU  till  Satiinfaj^ 
|next,the  3rd  of  Feb.'''  ^ 

;    The  lotd  chaaccUox  having  condd^ed^  tfe 
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fcommon^  retired  to  their  hous6,  and  tliero 
5:bod^T]^>.  Bichaccison^,e.sq«/6cqeaivt  at  law, 
ftr  U^^  SpyaKcr,  who  was  |);-eH:nted  to  t\w 
kw^<mi  tVe,d^  app^liitedy  a^ci,  witl^the  usual 
cerempuks,  pbpiroyedaf.  In  order  to, i^ive  tlje 
^roqeedlu^.of  tlus  parl*.witii  the  utmotit  imr* 
partiaUtA-^  yve  shall  Lecpstrict\y  to  the  autho- 


ecution  of  the  lath's  asaih^  Jesujt<5;  Seminar^ 
I'riests,  atid  WpLsh  Recusants*  find  this,  hf 
the  X'ether  lloasc,  is  desired  W  be  with  mil 
convenient  expedition."  After  th6  messenger 
were  witfjdra<in,  the  "Lords  took  the  MesisAcd 
into  consideration;  the  dbsii-e  of  the  Commoni 
Was  generally  fCp'prrtved  on^  and  i  ctiinfiyttc^ 


ijityof  the  Journj*!^,  except  vvKere  lUishworth,.   for  the  cx;nference  was  {tpJ)onued. 

yc  any  o^h«r  .historian,  intervenes  witJi  some  |      Feh.  l;u    The  lord  ehancettpr  det^liifiwl  thijt 

*       '•*-••'  '  (iib  injlj.  having  been  moicd  to  kfi«j!w  his  plcji- 

sufe  '<\\ic'ii  the  t'oitiinitfees  of  both  llous'es 

s^^iwait  oil  hiin,  with  their  P^iti6n,  retitt- 

iiigt(j 'Jesuits,  &c.  hiid  a()p6ilited  Saturday  tliif 


circtimatAUCCM  i\oi:  takei^  notice  ^f  hi  the  former 
Vork,"  .  '... 

f eH,  uth.  'The  lord  Charv:cl(or  moved, 
^  Tfifit  si*cli  as  ||ave  tyij  prux^  frmp  bl})\'  Lord, 
licencodty  his  ^aj^  tv  Shi  iibhciit,  sl^oiU^  deli- 
ycx  tiie  saine  to  t\i,^  dcrk,  o^*  that  I^Ouse ;  and[ 
t{iiit  everv  h>rj  should  cause  ihi;  >vrit.  of  suni- 
qKiqs,  to  jmn  (^irccj.ed,  Vy*  be  ijiycn  to  tike  same- 


17  th  inft^  for  that  purpose.  The  'lord  chan-* 
ceJldV  \V^s  rlubircd  to  ^'e  trie  Cof)\inQii  mouthy'  in 
rfeliveriilg  rfie'pait^oti  ft-unl  botli  houses  to  th<* 
kiiiij;;   hut    some  debates  ari<^hve,  ^bout  tUi 


<J^rk  ^  JUi.  ,tt3i^  ei^d  th»U  Vy  t^ie^'  proxies'  arid    form  of  t^e  l*e*tUion,  the  coftsidbriSition  Uwir^f 

miuqicj\n^,  so  cRtercd»  it  may  better  a{>pear:     ^^       **—*-'"■'-'    ' 

iftho  was  ahsoiit.'*     After  tlils,  the  Lord  North 

scQoxl  up  avd  acqu Halted  ttc  Jioase,  ^  fU^ 

h.^0^  rea^  ami  cc^^dered  of  i\'x,e  summ^ns^ 

directed  lobimseki  he  found  tjje  same  to  vary 

from  the  fortuer  and  ancient  fonu  of  writs  of 

diat  xxniure^  The  con^ckratiow  o^fu^hich  was  by 

^lusir  lordships  referred  lo  the  commit tees^\yhich 

.Ijjt^m  be  pomimited  and  appoiuted^o  consider. 

c^  dje  or^rs  and  custowis  of  this  housi^  tlie 

priidlc&es  otf  tuie  ^eers  of  the  kin^d^u^'  una 

lords  ok  psui***^    A  <;oV*9Wttee  was  ^njijiedJately 

nfiioea  for  thajt  pmrAyse,  who  h^d  poupr  to 

call  to*  attend  them  the  Ibrd  cfMcfjustice,soiup 

Othoc  judges^  the  attorney  general,  and  siicu. 

athci'  (^^9  jp?y.%  co\incil  as  they  thought  fit,, 

to  meet  m  the  it'amted  Chamber,' aiter  tj^« 

ii^tf)g  of  tk^  house* 

'Complaint  agaij^st  RcLCamlL]  Feh.^h. 
One  R4.  C^w^Sl,  a  clerk  in  tJuj  Petty- l^a^- 
06fice,  w^aa  broucht  to  the  b^r  pf  tj^c  Lorcis,,t(^ 
maiwes  m.  CowpJaint  nvjip  ^^nst  jiim,  for 
oiiutting.ih  the; body  of  thewritsi  dircct<*tl'  tiV 
several  Loi;d^  lliesc^  \^rds„  '.pnedilecto  et  fi- 
deli  nostro/  and  Had  x»idy  given  tl'ie  nauius  of 
^uchLurdsto  whoin  the  said  .writ^j  were  di- 
i£cted.  And  tVugb  the  s;iid'  Camel)  did  then 
amLthere^  (Ml  hiskjuees  at  the.  hm\  (luu^tly  ac- 
knowledge his  fault,  and  declared  lumself  very 
pfiaitCQt  foe  the  sajne;  yet,  as- he  was  not  able 
^excuse  or  naake  any  defence  for  his  uegluql, 
and  because  it  was  held  justly  olltMibive  to 
^se  LonJawhum  k  paroiculany  concerned, 
and  to  hie  much  asalnst  the  honour  and  dig^- 
dity  of  the  house;  hy  wiiai^imous  consent,  tlie 
tifiid  Camdl  iras  coinuiittcd  prisoner  t(>  tlie 
pect,  Oa  tlie  lOth,  an  Order  was  made  for 
his  eulaigemeat,  od  Jiis  humble  Fetitign  to  tl>e 
£oqse. 

'  A,  C^firmce  far  putting  the  Laws  in  Rre^ 
^lUiofi  against  Jisuih^  4";c.J  Feb.  14.  Sir 
£dw»  Coke,  «u:ci»m|UiAied  with  the  lord  C:i- 
ineJtMiiah,  sir  tyik  GscfiYilf  chanc.  of  the  exche^ 
the^Tf^aaurer  of  the.i^usehold,  mr.  sec.  CiaJ- 
vect^i»nd^ver«I  o'diers  of  thftt  house,  deli- 
i«rQ(il  the  fbl^wiiii^  Message  to.  tpe  tords: — 
!*  Tbiit  the  Cmwf^  do  jiray  >  C6ftfor<?nce, 
concerain^joiotjg^to  PqtiBipn  bjT  dsQiniittees 


was  rcfcntd  till  next  morning. 

l>b.  16.  It  was  moved,  thtft  since^thfe^ 
Coniirions  desired  his  iriaj.  to  <teciare  F^«6lf 
for  the  execution  of  the  taws  ftg^itist  Jestdts". 
Seminary  PineStS,  and  Poj')ish  Recilisants,  bj 
IVoclafttation,  whether  to  the  w<Jrd  ^rdchuha- 
tion,  *  or  cytherwisb*  should  nox  be  aAded.^ 
Upon  &  d^vlsiiMi  of  the  hoJse,  ij  was  crfiVieidf 
for  the  tidditiohal  wordi;  bii]:  With  i'AjviSo^ 
That  tfth'e  C9mmons  did  not  si^pvovt  of  tlieni, 
ttiey  should  he  left  out  in  the  Petition.  The 
Connnittee  of  Lords  having  a'cqUaiiued  that  of 
the  C'onnnojiS  with  this  resolution,  the  Com- 
mons insisted  ,rtpon  it,  that  nothing  formerly 
agreed  to  shotild  receive  any  altf6r4tion  in  mat- 
ter or  fo^m. 
"Qftrtrrii  b^.tn^etn  the  H.  of  Berkshire  dn'i 
Ld.  A-roop-l  Ihis  day  the  lord  chanceiior 
ilC(juAintea'  tlie  lioUse,  that  this  moniing  a 
qiiurt*ei  6r  jar'happcnmg  between  tWd  nObl^ 
iklciiibers  ot  that  house,  tlu)  earl  of  Berkshire' 
dnd  the  h>rd  Scroop,  namely,  tliat  the  ftit-u^ef 
did  pusli  or  thrust  the  other  forcibly '  in'  thtf 

Jouse,  agaiifst  the  honour  And  dignity  of  it. 
iereupon  both  the  said  lords  Werd  ctffled  to 
the  bar  to  answer  the  misdemeanor  aforesaid j 
and  it  appearing  by  proot^  that  the  Said  cart 
was  the  a}»gressor^  and  did  violently  push  the 
lord  Scroop,  they  were'  both  ordered  to  with* 
draw  into  separate  rooms,  till  the  ho6se  coulif 
take  consideration  of  tliis  matter.  Soon  after 
the  earl  of  Berkshire  being  called  tipdn  to  thtf 
bar  of  the  house,  and  being  on  his  fences,  tlijj 
lord  clianc.  told  him,  that  the  house  hiwi  c^on- 
sidered  of  his.faidt,  which  dicy  ibund'  to  h^ 
very  great;  in  that  his  lordship  being  i\  peer, 
who  therefore  should  be  tender  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  house,  had,  in  tlio  house,  aiiti  it* 
the  presence  of  the  Prince  his  higlihfes,  o^ret! 
force  td  a  member  of  the  same.  Thci'echsore 
therefore  was,  that  his  lordship  be  cothmitted 
close  prisoner  to  the  Fleet,  until  tlie  h6\i%e 
shoula  take  fiirtlicr  order  in  that  cause.  The 
gentleman-usher  was  ordered  to  attend  thd 
said  earl  to  his  own  housi?,  at  his  request;  but 
disarmed,  and  from  thence  to  the  Fldet.-^Afr 
terwards  the  lord  Scroop  was  called  for,  and 
bronght  into  the  house,  and  ohdcred  to  M^ 


qf  both  houses  liato  BEiiug.'^^  me  bmter  e^«  :  place;  to  whoi%  standing  at^covfrcd|  theiQr4 
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cbaoc.  declared,  Tbat  the  Lords  had  consider- 
ed of  Uie  uature  of  the  fault  vvhcrewith  be 
stood  charged,  and  found  hmi  not  worthy  of 
blame,  for  aiiy  fault  of  commission),  but  only 
pf  omiswon,  m  not  complaining  to  the  house. 
That  otherwise  he  had  carried  bimself  tempe- 
rately, and  therefore  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
bouse  he  should  keep  his  place, — On  tJie  fol- 
lowing day,  tlie  lord  Scroop  moved  the  house  for 
tbc  enlargement  of  the  earj  of  Bcrkbbire,  upon 
which  it  was  ordered,  that  the  said  carl  should 
immediately  have  the  Hberty  of  th^  prison,  but 
io  continue  there  till  the  house  shall  take  fur- 
ther order  therein. 

Feb.  19.  The  lord  chancellor  made  a  re- 
port to  the  Lords  of  what  bad  passed  at  tlje 
♦cccss  dfboth  houses  unto  his  maj.  on  Satur- 
day last,  llis  lordship's  nlation  was  brief,  as 
be  said,  as  well  because  roost  of  all  their  lord- 
^ips,  were  then  present;  but  principally  for 
thai,  his  Iord>lup  knew,  and  wilhngly  acknow- 
ledged, he  was  no  way  able,  in  any  degree,  to 
deliver  it  in  such  sort  as  bis  mal.  spake  it. 

The  Earl  of  Bcrkshirr^s  SulmasionJ]  The 
lora  Berksliire's  Submission  liaving  been  deli- 
vered in  writing,  it  was  openly  read  in  haec 
verl)a:  **  My  lords,  I  am  wonderful  sorry  to 
have  so  ovcrshdt  myself,  as  to  have  dooe  any 
<bing  that  distasted  justly  the  house;  espe- 
cially, at  such  a  time  as  his  highness  was 
therein ;  which  I  desire  yonr  lordships  to  con- 
ceive to  have  proceeded  out  of  sudden  passion, 
in  respect  of  a  conceit  and  apprehension  of 
some  distaste  given  mo.  But  still  I  submit 
myself  to  your  lordships  grave  and  wise  cen- 
sure, buinbly  requesting  your  lordships  to  ac- 
cept of  this,  as  satisfaction,  fn)m  him  that  will 
^ver  be,,  your  I<>rd«hips  biunble  servant,  F, 
Berkshire." — Tlie  lord  Berkshire  was  then  ' 
called,  and  being  directed  to  stand  up,  from 
bis  knees,  the  l^>rd  Chancellor  spoke  to  this 
eflfcct :  "  My  lord  of  Berkshire,  when  you 
were  last  heiti  you  heard  of  your  fault  and 
punishment,  now  you  shall  of  your  release- 
inent:  the  lords  havli)g  understood  and  nobly 
considered  of  your  Submission;  and  the  party, 
especiaUy  grieved,  being  a  suitor  for  your  dis- 
charge, whereunlo  all  their  lordships  have 
yielded;  with  this,  tbat  a  public  reconcile- 
ment and  satisfrtctloh  be  made  between  you."* 
The  lord  Berkshire  then  went  to  the  Prince  at 
the  upper  end  of  ihc  honbe,  and,  on  his  knees, 
said,  somewhat  in  a  low  voice  to  him ;  it  was 
not  heard  by  the  rest  of  the  lords,  but  thouglit 
to  be  an  acknowledgment  und  submission  for 
bis  oBQencp  committed  in  his  highnesses  pre- 
sence. Afterwards  the  lord  Scroop  wcut  from 
bis  place  to  tlie  Prince,  and  there,  in  pre- 
sence of  bis  Ixighness  and  many  of  the  lords 
standing  by,  the  aforesaid  two  lords  were  re- 
conciled. The  lord  chanc.  being  returned  to 
bis  place,  openly  rehearsed  this  matter  to  tlie 
house ;  and  ad((ed,  that  if  cither  of  the  said 
lords,  80  reconciled,  should  at  any  time  here- 
after, do,  or  offer  to  the  other,  any  wrong, 
contrary  to  this,  reconcilement,  tlie  party  so 
offending  would  be  deemed  guilty  of  au  high 


offence  to  the  prince  and  contenipt  of  tlie 
bouse. 

Feb.  20.    A  Message  was  sent  from   the 
Lords  to  the  Commons,  desiring  a  Conferencey^ 
in  which  the  substance  of  his  maj.'s  Answer  to 
the  late  Petition  of  both  houses,  might  be  de^ 
livercd  to  them,  by  the  lord  chanc  who  bjr 
common  consent  had  been  appointed  the  pro- 
locutor of  both  Lords  and  Commons,  on  thaC 
ooca»ion.    The  time,  if  it  was  conrenienc  to 
them,  forthwith  in  the  Painted  Chamber.  This 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Commons ;  and  on  the 
retuni  of  the  lords  committee,  the  lord  chanc, 
acquainted  the  whole  house.  That  he  bad  com- 
municated the  substance  of  bis  maj.'s  Answer 
to  the  committee  of  the  other  bouse,  from  such 
notes  as  he  had  taken  of  it,  when  it  was  given. 
That,  thereupon,  sir  Edw.  Coke,  one  of  their 
Committee,  had  desired  him  to  let  them  hft\-e 
tlic  Memorial  in  writing  which  he  had  taken  ; 
since  tliey  of  the  other  nouse  bad  dclivex^  in 
their  suit,  or  Petition,  in  the  same  manner. 
To  this  he  answered,  Tbat  forasmuch  as  the 
paper,  on  which  he  took  the  sard  Memorial 
was  small,  and  unfit  for  public  perusal,  he  de- 
sired be  might  have  time,  till  to-morrow,  to 
perfect  his  said  not^s." — ^The  question  being 
then  put.  Whether  they  should  be  delivered 
in  the  mahner  the  chaitcellor  mentioned  ?  It 
passed  in  the  affirmative.    The  lord  Hansden 
moved,  that  the  original  should  remain  with 
the  clerk  of  this  house,  but  was  not  seconded. 
Nothing  material .  happening  to  cou^e  before 
the  I^rds  for  some  days,  we  shall  now  relate 
what  was  passing  in  the  House  of  Cdmtnons 
during  this  tinie. 

DebfiU  in  the  Commons  as  to  Hectisants,! 
Feb,  5.  Sir  James  Pcrrot  moved,  **  That  aJi 
tlic  members  of  tile  house  might  take  the  Com- 
mimion;  which  was  a  touchstone  of  their 
faith.*'  Sir  Edw.  Gyles  moved  for  «  bberty 
of  Speech,  but  not  to  Admit  extravagant 
speeches;  and  that  such'  should  be  punished 
in  that  bouse.  That  there  were  many  Popish 
Recusants,  and  multitudes  of  Jesuits  and  Se- 
minaries, ready  for  miscliief,  in  and  aboot  tliis 
city.  Tliat  their  malice  cncrcased  with  their 
number.  Put  the  house  in  mind  of  the  gun- 
powder-plot. Moved  to  petition  the  king  to 
put  the  laws  in  execution  against  them."  This 
motion  was  seconded  by  sir  Jerome  Horsey, 
who  moved,  •*  That  4  or  (5  of  that  house  might 
be  appointed  to  search  the  vaults  and  cellars, 
under  the  parliament  house,  twice  a  week. 
Their  numbers  hereabouts  might  prove  dan- 
gerous ;  and  their  malice  like  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  the  ruin  of  die  kin^  of  Bohemia. 
Tneir  making  bonfires  and  rcjoicme  at  it.  But 
hoped  that  the  king  yet  remained  the  Lord's 
Anointed,  and  that  he  would  be  again  estab- 
lished ;  and  be  the  means  to  ruin,  the  Pope. 
That  they  tliat  eat  their  God  would  eat  us,  &c.*^ 
These  and  many  such  expressions  were  thrownf 
out  a^inst  the  Papists.  And  it  was  at  last 
agreed  for  a  Conference  with  the  Lords  to 
join  with  them  in  a  Petition  to  the  king  to  pat 
the  laws  in  force  against  |hem. 
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I>ek$t€  m  the  Suppi^.]  Mr.  Secretary 
Culvert  put  the  house  in  ininci  of  i^hat  this 
parlinnieot  wat»  prioclp^Uf  called  for.  '<  Tlie 
ardua  r«gni,  mentioned  ju  the  writs,  were 
to  make  good  laws^  and  tp  supply  the  king's 
-grants;  which  last  wap  for  to  keep  the 
M^ate  from  danger  and  scorn.  Tliat  this  was 
more  pres^ng  and  now  )a  bleeding  busine^; 
therefore,  though  it  was  not  usual,  ^ct,  iu  re- 
peat to  the  neccssitj^  and  rareness  ot  the  case 
to  bejiD  ^ret  with  this.  That  the  king  expected , 
a  Supply,  in  these  his  urgent  necessities,  and 
especially  to  recover  the  patrimony  of  his  chil- 
dren, thc^  live  king's  wants  ^vere  known  to  be 
urgent;  and  bow  could  it  be  otherwise,  consi- 
dering  the  vast  expences  of  tlie  Crowa^  and 
the,  small  means  the  king  had  received  from  his 
9ulject6 ;  except  the  Bene  vole  nee,  none  in  10 
yean  time. — ^The  king  had  strove  to  lessen  kis 
Expences,  being  loth  to  burthen  his  people ; 
household,  navy,  ordnance,  Ireland,  &c.  The 
crown  not  to  bis  suffered  to  lie  under  this  bur- 
then witliout  help.  Dangerous,  not  to  king 
Qnly,  but  to  kingdom  also ;  for  they  are  relatives 
not  to  be  disjoined. — ^^rhouuh  the  king,  for  many 
just  causes,  had  hitherto  been  neutral  for  Bo- 
hemia; in  respect  of  conscience,  honour,  &c. 
Vet,  for  the  PeWinatc,  if  not  by  treaty,  he  wa&v ' 
rc«M>lved  by  war  to  regain  it.  But  tlus  admits 
of  no  delay,  oae  day's  neglect  may  overtlirow  it. 
The  state  of  it  now  is,  thatSpinola  hath  conquer- 
ed all  but  Ueydelberg  and  2  or  3  other  places ; 
Sohemia  defeated ;  ^Uhe  confederate  princes 
and  countries  fallen  off,  and  reduced  to  the 
^aperor's  obedience.  That  tliis  affair  had 
been  referred  to  u  Council  of  War  who  have 
reported  30,0001.  charge  for  the  first  year. 
The  king  already  hath  borrowed  aud  employed 
in  that  business  100,0001.  That  an  extraordi- 
nary emba66age  was  ready  i  but  tl)e  best  treaty 
was  witli  swoiS  in  hand.— ^fbat  all  Christendom 
was  in  confusion ;  Gemiany,  Bohemia,  the  Low 
Countries,  Swedea  and  Poland ;  tlic  Turk  had 
^  the  greatest  army  they  ever  had,  since  the 
time  of  8ol^vman;  which  was  to  be  ready  by 
the  1st  of  March.'  This  circumstance,  alone,  is 
very  important  to  us ;  and  it  i»  not  honourable 
for  our  king  to  have  his  sword  in  his  shcaih, 
when  so  many  arc  drawn. — For  our  Grievances 
they  are  many  and  just;  no  body  without  some 
sores ;  the  king  had  promised  a  gracious  hear- 
ing on  that  bcorc ;  aud  he  that  will  not  take 
hold  of  ir»  betrayetb  his  country  for  which  lie 
is  trusted.  Lijtly,  he  moved  for  a  com- 
mittee" 

Sir  Wm,  Cope  s{>oke  next.  **  lie  professed 
his  o«'n  zeal  to  furtlier  tlie  kiug*s  business; 
but  was  Against  tlie  question  for  u  committee 
at  that  time.  He  wbhed  tliis  pari,  had  been 
had  a  year  ago ;  but  now  it  w.is  sitting  to  look 
wlwt  was  to  £9  done.  That  tlic  Supply,  grant- 
^,  muit  be  divided ;  for  Boliemia,  Uie  Palati- 
nate, and  for  the  king's  other  wants ;  but  a 
Committae  wjns  1^  fit.iiow  for  aay  ol*  then. j 
That  he  eiMct^  a  comaiitiee  of  the  whole 
)K>iMe  vf^i  iSit  every  afieriiopn ;  t^  consider 
t^Mate  of  CkxumaAm,  £o|^d;  M  #t]M 
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of  wars,  and  the  best  means  to  carry  them 
on.  This  to  be  done  by  a  general  committee; 
which  will  b^  the  greatest  terror  to  the  adver- 
sary.'' , 

The  Tremurer  ofthfi  Household  said,  *«Tliat 
he  beseeched  the  non.  house  to  Cfuisider,  that 
never  any  well-aHccted  suKects  had-  greater 
cause  to  be  pressed  aud  raiie  Supply  for  pre- 
venting of  pressiniij  dangers.  That  there  Avas 
no  doubt  of  the  king's  willingness  for  retri- 
bution. Open  tiud  free  dealing  with  him,  \YerQ 
die  best  means  to  work  upon  his  royal  dispo- 
sition, lie  promised  all  his  own  good  offices 
to  ftirther  this :  and  concluded,  that  wliosocvcr 
doth  not  so,  betrayeth  both  king  and  king- 
dom." 

Sir  John  Davys,  "  I  expected  not  thi 
motion,  this  day ;  but  I  think  it  fit,  since  it  is 
now  moved.  All  men  run  together  to  quench 
a  fire ;  which  is  our  case.  Though  we  are  not 
so  here;  yetlihe  PaUitinate  is  on  fire ;  Helivion  is 
on  fire :  and  all  other  countries  on  fire.  yLougU 
we  begin  this  matter  now,  we  caimot  end  it  so  j 
tlmugh  we  agree  on  Subsidies,  yet,  there  mus^ 
be  time  for  drawing  bilb,  readmg  and  passing 
them;  commissions,  levying,  paying  jn,  &c. 
But  this  is  the  greatest  cause,  the  greatest  occ;i- 
sion  for  a  Supply,  since  the  Conquest.  I  shall 
mention  4  otlier  causes.  1.  For  Recovery  of 
the  IIoly-Land.  2.  For  the  redemption  of 
lid.  I.  3.  For  the  recovery  of  France.  4.  For 
saving  of  Ireland ;  but,  the  recovery  of  tlie  Pa- 
latinate is  greater  than  all^ — For  the  sake  of 
Jerusalem;  Siere  was  a  perpetual  war,  for  100 
years,  at  least.  Henry.  II.  cave  50,000  mark# 
at  that  time.  Rd.  I .  pawned  all  tlic  jeaqb  and 
demesnes  of  the  crown.  All  tliis  to  obey  the 
Pope's  commands  and  imposture ;  wliicli  wa^ 
to  Recover  that  blessed  land  the  Pope  ha4 
cursed,  but,  his  end,  to  usurp  their  temporal 
jurisdiction.  We,  for  tlie  Pjatinate,  have  a 
just  tide,  they  none. — For  the  second.  Rd.  I, 
his  ransom  was  150,000  marks ;  plate  of  reli- 
gious liouses,  chalices,  &c.  were  melted  dowa 
tor  it.  This  was  a  noble  work,  and  better  than 
die  French  did  ;  who  left  their  kin^  here,  seve- 
ral years,  unransoincd.  But  Religion  was  not 
then  in  question,  as  it  is  now. — So  for  the  war| 
in  France ;  the  ddc  was  just,  and  though  reco- 
vered at  last,  yet  diere  was  creat  expeiice  abou^ 
iL  No  loss,  if  it  Jmd  not  been  meddled  with 
at  all.  But,  the  Paladi^atc  otherwise ;  this  is 
dangerous  to  the  Low  Countries,  the  United 
Princes,  and  the  whole  Protestant  interest. — 
For  Ireland,  two  millions  were  dbbursed;  and 
6  Subsidfcs  and  12  fiHecnths  giveu  here.  Yet, 
the  loss  of  Ireland  not  so  dangcrous^as  the  Pa- 
latinate; for  die  Irish  would  never  long  hava 
endured  Spauish  tyraimy.  Therefore,  Imova 
for  giving  tliis  very  day ;  and  no  doubt,  Goo 
will  bless  it."    Oo  the  other  liand, 

Sir  Qioree  Moore  said,  '*  Thj&t  since  divers^ 
things  had  been  proposed,.every  man  expected 
aad  required  liberty  of  speocb.  As  tree  choice 
so  free  voice.  That  this  was  granted  iu  thf 
Proclwpatioo  befi^re  narlj;  aqd  sipce,  by  tha 
)m^^  owAjiapullht    We  iiva  tu^er  W»  Hia4» 
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by  ourtelves ;  other  nadons  are  govcrtt'ed  fcy 
the  Civil  Law;  and,  he  doubted  not  but  evetjr 
nian  would  keep  himself  within  bonnds.  Thdt 
Religion  and  the  Church  were  the  principal 
fhatters  of  a  pari. ;  Grievances  and  Supply  the 
next.  Parliament*  were  antiently  called  to 
relieve  Grievances,  as  appears  by  the  statute  of 
£dw(  III.  And  many  or  those  were  increased 
in  this  long  intermission.  That  Esau  came  out 
first,  yet  Jacob  was  the  Blessing.  Therefore, 
he  moved,  That  the  Supply  and  Grievances 
might  go  hand  in  hand  together ;  and  that  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house  might  be  ap- 
pointed, to  consider  of  both ;  but  no  speech 
now  de  qoanto.'' 

Sir  Jumes  Perrot,  **  If  we  differ  with  our 
equals^  to  have  it  done  in  love;  if,  with  our 
Superiors,  with  respect.  Supply  and  Griev- 
ances to  be  as  twins ;  to  go  together  and  have 
no  precedency.  That  there  was  a  Procla- 
ifiation  to  restrain  sp^akingof  Matters  of  State, 
and  the  king's  speech  confirmed  it.  There 
was,  also,  a  restraint  put  on  petitioning  in  re- 
li^ous  matters.  Moved  for  a  Petition  to  the 
king  to  explain  himself  what  he  intended  by 
Matters  of  State.  If  Recusants  and  the  like, 
iso  Monopolies,  &c.  may  come  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  prerogative :  even,  for  the  Palati- 
nate, what  to  be  ^ven,  how  to  be  employed, 
&c.  may  come  within  compass  of  Matter  of 
State.  A  committee  may  form  such  a  Petition, 
and  bring  it  into  the  house  to*raorrow.  Is 
against  conference  with  the  Lords ;  *  Frustra 
fit  per  plura,  quod  fieri  potest  per  pauciora.' 
He  truly  honoured  all  the  Lords  in  ^neral ; 
but,  in  the  last  pari,  they  rejected  conterence; 
if  they  denied  them  again  it  would  be  a  preju- 
dice. Moved  for  a  committee  to  consider 
of  a  Petition  to  his  majesty  to  the  purpose 
above." 

Tlie  Master  of  the  Rolls.  "  I  commend 
the  last  gcnt.'s  speech,  but  differ  from  him,  in 
sending  a  message  to  the  king  about  that  which 
he  yielded  before,  as  freely  and  fully  as  could 
be.  I  hope  that  none  will  abuse  this  hberty  of 
speech,  and,  if  they  do,  that  this  house  would 
punish  them  for  it,  before  notice  be  given  of  it 
to  the  kingi  For  the  necessities  of  the  king- 
dom ;  .all  who  have  spoken  have  done  it  to 
one  end ;  every  one  hath  a  special  interest  in 
it,  hi  teffard  to  his  estate,  children,  &c.  He 
spcaketb  both  for  ki4ig  and  kingdom.  The 
liazard  of  the  king's  grandMshildren  which  arc  5 
descended  from  the  lady  Elizabeth.  The  rc- 
iic^f  is  thought  necessary  by  all ;  the  question 
wily,  of  the  time  when  to  treat  of  it.  If  not 
f^peedily,  it  will  do  no  good ;  necessary  delays, 
though  begun  now,  must  make  it  long  before 
It  be  received.  I  agree  that  Supply  and  Griev- 
ances go  together;  and  that  half  the  house 
may  attend  one  and  half  the  other.  Neces- 
sity is  a  law,  aeainst  which  there  is  no  reason- 
ing. Let  bom  be  reported  together.  The 
king  hath  more  desire  to  redress,  our  GHcf- 
:  nnces,than.we  to  supply  him."  • 

Sir  Kdward  Coke.  "  Virtus  vilere  in  con- 
vivio,  vitium  in  consilio/    I  joy  that  ftUare 


bent  with  alacrity  against  the  enemies  of  God 
and  us;  Jesuits,  Seminaries,  and  Popish  C«r- 
tholics ;  it  was  a  grievance  complained  of  ih€ 
8th  6(  this  reign,  that  the  laws  agiunat  Recu- 
SafttS  were  not  executed ;  I  would   have  mil 
those  Oribvances,  8  Jac.  reviewed,   of  which 
thatWdsbne;  if  an  J  new  increased  to    take 
special  conJSideratibn  of  them.    I  and  Pophaoi 
were  30  days  in  examination  of  the  Po^vdcr- 
Plot  at  the  Tower;    The  root  of  it  was  out  of 
all  the  countries  beldnging  to  the  Pope,  and 
Faux  repented  him  that  he  had  not  done  it, 
God  then,  and   in  1588,  delivered  us  for  reli- 
gion's sake. — The  privileges  of  the  house  con- 
cern the  whole  kingdom ;  which^  like  a  circle 
ends  where  it  began.    But  take  heed,  we  lose 
not  our  liberties,  by  petitioning  fof  hberty  to 
treat  of  Grievances,' &c*     No  proclamation  can 
be  of  force  against  an  act  ot  pari.    In  Edw. 
IIId.'s  time,  a  pari,  was  holden  every  year,  that 
the  people  might  comphiin  of  Gi-evanccs:     If 
a  proclamation  comes  against  this ;  the  law  ig 
to  be  obeyed  and  not  the  proclamation.    Tba 
4th  Hen.  VIII.   Strowde  moved  against  the 
Stannary  court ;  but  was  fined  after  the  parL 
and  imprisoned  by  the  steward  of  the  Stannary. 
Thereupon,  a  law  ensued,  for  fireedoro  of  speech 
in  the  house;  but  it  ought  to  be  done  in  dam 
and  orderiy  nmnner.    My  motion  is,  that  tha 
Grievances  may  be  set  down ;  those  that  arm 
nought  in  radice,  or  tractu  temporis,  first.    Th« 
kmg's  ordinary  Charge  and  Expenccs  moch 
about  one;  the  extraordinary  ever  bom  by 
the  subject;   therefore  the  king  can  be  no 
beggar.    And,  if  all  the  com  be  brought  to  tha 
right  mill,  I  will  venture  my  whole  estate,  that 
the  king's  will  defray  his  ordinanr  chai^g^. 
lastly,  he  moved  for  a  committee  of  the  wbola 
house  for  Grievances;  and  said  the  remedying 
them  would  encourage  the  house,  and  enabia 
them  to  increase  the  Supply."— After  this  tha 
question  was  put,  Whether  a  Petition  to  tha 
king  for  Freedom  of  Speech,  against  Recusants, 
the  business  of  tl»e  Supply,  and  for  Grievances, 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whola 
house  ?  And  it  was  resolved  to  go  upon  them 
that  afternoon. 

Debate  on  the  Scarcitif  of  Coin.]  Feb. «. 
Mr.  GianvUe  saith,  that  there  is  a  general 
complaint  throughout  the  kingdom  of  the  great 
Scarcity  of  Money;  which  is  a  business  worthy 
tlie  consideration  of  tliis  house;  and  thinketh 
it  best  to  consider,  1.  Whether  there  be  such 
want  of  money  or  not?  2.  What  are  the 
causes  of  it.  For  the  Is^  he  believcth  that 
there  is  8  want  and  scarcitjr  of  Coin,  becaost 
of  the  general  complaint  of  all  men;  for  that 
landlonis  can  get  no  rent  of  their  fiumers ;  for 
that  the  price  of  land  b  fallen  from  30  Teaps 
purchase  to  18, 16, 14;  and,  in  some  placfes, 
to  13  and  12  years  purchase;  and  for  that  th« 
mint  for  coinage  hath  not  gone  these  10  or 
12  years.  2.  That  the  reasons  and  causes  of 
the  want  of  money  are  ditjers;  more  than,  ha 
doubteth,  can  be  found  out,  or  will  be  reveal- 
ed. Some  say,  there  is  too  much  coin  carried 
nortbvard ;  that  our  txpooces  and  cost  o&  (9r 
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9cign  commoidities  and  merchandise  i$  anocbef 
cause;  and  the  excess  of  place,  in  so  much  that 
gentlemen  of  ordinary  fashion  will  be  served  in 
plate ;  and,  although  this  may  he  UK>u^ht  2^ 
means  to  treasure  up  silver  ancf  gold  against  a 
time  of  scarcity  and  need,  yet  is  there  great  want 
of  it  by  using  it.  The  patent  of  the  E;wt  Jndia 
Company  is  another  cause  of  the  want  qfmor 
ney ;  for  thoujjh  they  affirm  they  carry  away 
no  plate  or  cqm  out  of  this  kingdom,  but  (h|it 
they  have  it  elsewhere,  yet  they  sell  our  oom^ 
modities  beyond  sea,  and  from  thcpce  parry 
the  money  they  receive  60m  it  into  the  E^st 
Indies,  and  so  they  fbrestai  the  coming  of  the 
money  hither. 

Sir  Wm.  Spencer y  son  and  heir  of  the  lord 
Spencer,  sait)i,  that  there  is  also  a  patent  pro^ 
hibiting  any  Gold  or  Silver  Lace  or  Thread  ta 
be  brought  firom  beyond  sea  hither;  a  third 
|Murt  whereof  (1^  those  that  are  skilful  in  those 
trades  say)  would  make  good  bullion;  so  1^, 
diere  being  (as  the  Patentees  themselves  can^ 
not  deny)  made  and  used  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Thread  and  Lace  iq  a  year  to  the  value  of 
60,0001.  this  patent  by  this  means  hindcreth 
the  importation  of  so  ix^uch  as  would  amount 
unto  90,0001.  per  ann,  and  then  there  is  em- 
ployed to  make  this  60,0001.  worth  of  Gold 
and  Sihrer  Thread  and  Lace  90,0001.  more 
per  ann. :  so  aa^  in  all  this  p^t^t  is  40,0001.  per 
ann.  loss  to  the  kingdom. 

Sir  Ed».  Sackvifle  saith,  that  ii\  all  busi- 
nesses of  thb  nature  and  weight,  tl^ere  is  com- 
monly a  Petition,  and  other  notes  au4  coll/ec-! 
tions  delivered  to  his  maj,  protending  a  good 
and  benefit,  that  by  this  suit  will  accrue  both 
|o  his  rm^.  and  to  the  commonwealth;  the 
OonsideratKVd  of  which  petitions,  and  other  col^ 
lections  concerning  such  businesses,  his  miy. 
ever  referrci^h  to  some  certain  referrees;  who 
examine  it,  and  ceitify  his  maj.  the  validity  of 
it.  He  theref<v*e  desireth,  that  those  who 
were  refiuirees  in  this  business,  and  have  certi^ 
fied  his  maj.  of  the  convcnicncv  of  it,  and  have 
thereby  so  much  abivied  both  his  miy.  and  the 
commonwealth,  may  be  known,  and  that  their 
reasons  may  be  examined,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  receive  the  blame  and  shame  of  it. 

Sir  GileM  Mempesson  des^eth,  that  the  re- 
finers may  be  caUed  before  the  committee  to 
declare,  what  they  think  to  be  th^  cause  of 
the  Scarcity  of  Coin :  and  that  the.  laerchnnu 
adventurers,  and  others  who  traffic  in  those 
parts,  whence  we  have  used  to  rece^ie.  coin, 
may  also  be  examined,  what  is  the  rei^son  o^ 
andi  want  of  coin. 

Sir  Wm,  Stroude  movctl^  that  done  of  those 
that  are  interested  in  the  Patents  aforenamed, 
ma^  be  of  the  committee  appoMited  for  consi- 
derme  of  this  business^— «After  vhich  it  was  re» 
aplved.  That  all  those  motions  be  referred  to 
the  former  of  Grieyanoes. 
.  Sir  John  Leedes  put  out  of  the  House  for  not 
taking  the  Oath.}  Feb.  10.  Sir  John'Leedet 
haying  sat  in  thebotfie  not  having  taken  either 
of  the  oaths,  as  others  of  the  house  had,  and 
W9A^  bound  to  do  by  the  sti^tei^  when  a»  be 


saw  every  man  thus  particularly,  as  before 
make  protestation,  that  he  had  taken  both  the 
oaths,  &c.  w^nt  out  of  the  house  to  the  lord 
steward's  deputies  (who  were  purposely  gone 
forth  tp  ininistcr  the  oaths  to  such  as  bad  not 
taken  ;he(n  lawfully,  ^y,  &c.)  desiring  tQ; 
l^ve  the  qaths  mii^so^red  unto  him;  butdiey, 
first  s^king  hip\,  whether  he  had  sat  in  th« 
house  or  no  this  pari.  w^eret()  he  answered  he 
had;  and  then  they  denu^^dmg,  whether  he 
had  taken  the  oath  in  part  or  none  at  all,  he 
s^d  none  at  ^ll,  t^ey  torbore.to  give  ^mn  the 
oath,  till  they  h^  first  ac()Ufunted  the  housQ 
with  iti  whi^h  t^iey  dyt. 

Mr.  Crewe,  That  sir  John  Leedes  cannot 
serve  i^  p9;cL ;  for  thMi  the  house  shonld  dis- 
pense with  ^ni^  Qf  piM"!*  which  saithj,  he  who 
sitteth  in  the  houle  unsworn  sh«aU  ti^  Accounte4 
as  a  uptn  not  elected  or  reiun^d.  If  this  had 
been  presumption^  he  shoi^d  havjp^  been  sen^ 
to  die  Xqw^:  if  c\;uTup6oa,  tl^(  t^e  v^ould  re*, 
fus^  those  oaths,  then  a  heavier  punishment 
accqrdiim  to,  the  h\w.  But  ^t  wa^  iv>t  the  latter^ 
because  he,  beii^  or  htwing  b^n  t^>  ^iag*^ 
servant,  h^h  to^en  tlj^e  qf^h  ^e^ofpr^^ 

Sir  John  Strangewaifet  sai4»  it  could  not  be 
ignorance  in  hinv  fQ;r  that  ^e  served  in  this 
house  the  last  conye^tipa;  aiyl,  tb\s  pari,  there, 
^hath  been  so,  HQ^uc^  speecp  of  it,  that  he  cpuld 
W)t  b^<i  kpw  ti^e^oivnger  0/  it^ — ^Upon  this 
sj^  John  Lc^des  w&s  called  to  tlie  bar,  where, 
he  kneeled ;  and  then,  being  bid  sti^nd  up^  he 
confessed  he  had  sat  in  the  liouse  a  quarter  of 
an  ho^r  on  Wednesday  moiniog  last,  being- 
unsworn.  I{e  was  there£)re  disahle4  to  serve 
in  the  house  for  this  pari,  and  a  new  wi-^t  wasi, 
sent  forth  by  course,  not  order,  tp  m.ak^  elec-. 
tion  of  another  bnrgess  in  l^is.  place ;  and  he 
wi^  discharged  witliout  fiuthe^  punishment, 
payifllg  the  serj^anjt*s  fees,  his  punishment  bc:i 
mg  remitted,^  because  the  o;nj^;isioi\  wa^  oi^Jf 
^npu](e<i  to,  negligence. 

Mr,^  She ppari  espellfd,  for  his, 'Speech  conr. 
cerningth&Sahbath,^  Feb.  1^  lif^,  Sheppard, 
on  the  ^  r^iQ£  of  \ap  Apt. for  the  keeping 
of  the  Sajbbath^  ouierwise  called,  Sunday,'  said, 
"  That  this  bill  waii  idle  and  iqdiscreet,  first, 
for  the  title  of  ijt.^  ^ery  o^ie  knoweth,  that 
Dies  Sabbati  is  Latin  for  the  Sabbath-day,  and. 
Dies  Sabbati  is  Saturday,  as  it  is  t:iken. in- 
all  writs,  rcturus,  and  amongst  lawyers.  So 
as  it  is  no  otherwise  than  if  it  should  be  titled, 
*  an  Act  fiir  tlie  observing  of  Saturday,  o^her<^ 
wise  called  Sunday/  So  much  fojr  tji&  title. 
The  body  is  no  better  than  the  hoadx  '^^  ^ 
ficst  an  act  made  in  the,  sp^  of  the  face  and 
teet|>  pf  the  King's  Book,  wlych  allows  of 
dancing  on  the  Sunday;  and  king  t>avid  says, 
'Lc|  us  praise  God  w  a  dance/  Th^  is  9^ 
point  of  diyinitv,  let  ns  leave  it. to  divines; 
and,  since  king  David  and.  king  Jan^es  bid  ns 
dance,  let  not  us  m^ke  a  statute  agf^nst  danc- 
ing. He  that  preferred  this  bill  was  a  per« 
tnrher  of  the  peace,  and  a  Puritan.''  Here  ho 
was  staid  by  command. 

Sir  Tho.  Wentworth  said,  "  That  this  bil| 
ym  pat  i»  by  n  worthy  member^  and  that  th%. 
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manner  in  which  it  t^as  now  so  traduced  iira^  '  nsriaon  him.    5.  To  fine  faim  KM.    4.  To  ex* 

lint  fit  to  l^c  supported.'' 

Sir  Oeo.  Moore  said,  "  That  iti  every  parf. 
sithence  he  served,  there  had  hecn  bMIs  for 
observing  the  Snhhath.  To  inveigh  in  such  a 
bitter  manner  a^ainsfthis  bill,  when  in  QTth 
Eliz.  a  more  stnct  pnssed,  was  not  sufferaWe. 
He  for  his  intemperances  ought,  as  others  be- 
fhre,  to  be  bmnght  to  the  bar.  To  be  first 
sequestered,  and  then  caHed  to  the  bar  fo  an* 
swer  it." 

Sir  J^i/i.  C<ype,  Sheppard  took  occasion, 
fVpm  Puritans  Who  keep  the  Sabbath,  to  rail 
against  this  bill  that  is  for  observing  the  Sab- 
bath. 

Sir  Edtr,  Coke,  Whatsoever  hindereth  the 
observation  of  the  sanctlficatiort  Of  the  Sabbath 
is  against  the  scriptnrc. 

Mr.  Crewe,  Before  a  man*s  Wbhds  be  oat 
of  hi^  month  they  are  his  own ;  but,  when  they 
are  odt,  they  are  presently  other  men's. 
*  Mr.  Shc'ppard  answered,  "  That  be  knew 
tiot,  nor  had  means  to  know,  whb  jii'eftrred 
the  bilL*— He  was  then  Commanded  by  the 
house  CO  Withdraw  him*ch  but  of  the  house, 
Vfhich  he  did  a'CcordingW.  ' 

Sir  IfrtJ.  Anderson.  .^licppardN  aetrcm*#ere 
violent.  He  sard,  there  was  a  kind  of  eatthi 
drept  up  of  tatc,  ahd  wished  they  mi^t  not  be 
pcrturbei-s  of  the  peace;  that  Bheppard  dW 
Wrong  to  ali  tlie  house,  and  hirii  particularly, 
<vho  ptefcrred  the  bill. 

Sir  fhd.  Hohlif.  Shcppard  said,  tfiat,  if  a 
Puritan  be  prcsetttfed  to  the  Ordinary  ft>r  non- 
conformity, presently  a  justice  of  the  peace 
^ould  be  ready  to  fly  in  the  ordinaf/is  face. — 
On  tlie  folf owing  day. 

Mi".  Pymme  saitl,  "  He  oti^tred  4  offtnees 
that  were  coinmittted  by  Sheppard  in  hfs 
Speech.  1.  A2;ainfet  him  who  prcfert-ed  the 
bill.  2.  iXjVai'DStthejtl^tites  of  peace.  3.  His 
prqfancncss*  4.  Against  the  laws  made  by 
this  hous'^c,  and  against  the  house's  indiscre- 
l("Ti.  J.  Tor  thr  fihst,  he  said,  he  that  pre- 
feired  \\\c  liill  ^^  i*^  a  perturhcr  of  the  peace. 
Sr  Tlial  JtJslicfs  r  if  the  peace'Were  maintaincrs 
<?f  ^uritaris,  foj-,  I  "any  man  cr6rtYplai'ned  to  the 
Ordinary  again -t.  \  puritan,  you  should  have  a 
j'>*itite  of  prac<^  ready  to  fly  into  the  fare  of 
him  that  si>  complomed  or  thehi.  3.  That 
ting  David  saJH,  •'  I^t  ns  praise  God  in  a 
<!tmcp  ;*  ihereby  liomparitis;  tne  dancing  about 
njaypol&=,  vvljieli  was  forbidden  by  the  stattite, 
to  uie  drjntinghf  thre  the  ark;  saying,  shall  wc 
jtilitbit  danrJinr,  ^^h^eh  king  David  allowed  of 
llnd  coYrtinan-lod  ?  4.  That  hy  this  WH  was  no 
ftther,  thsm  CO  r-v^ibc  a  la^^-  it>  sfpite  knd  in  the 
fticci  aJi4  itMh  uC  the  King^s  Book ;'  thereby 
tcttln);  <tisscLlti^'>n  *brt:\<'^cn  the' kiffl^  Jrhd  this 
house,  tvhich  ninli  nothgt  proceed  froth  ^omi^ 
in  grOunX  iiuA  W^t\\  an  in  object:  art^d  farthet 
^Manned  a^aiusr  thela^i'S  of  this  hotfee,  ^y- 
l]jg,  vi^  *badfc  ^ins,  etigities,  and  bai*rrcadecs 
atruii^iit  pftpuiSj  und  not  so  mnch  as  a  mon^e- 
trAp  against  a  .puritan. — fbt  the,  pbntjhmentS 
there  were  4  points.  1.  To  pronounce  him'an 
tnworthy  meiiiber  of  thi&hotis^;    2.  TdW- 


'  ])ri9on  him.    5.  To  fine 
•  cept  him  out  of  the  pardon. 
'      Mr.  Pfice.    If  Any  maa  has  erred  io  Jcm^ 
mef>t,  not  of  afifeciioa,  let  us  not  want  chearitj. 
j      Sir  Edw,  Coke,    That  it  is  in  religion  as  ia 
other  thhigs,  if  a  man  f^p  too  mueh  on  tbe  Hglit 
'  hand,  he  goes  to  superstition,  if  too  much  oa 
!  the  left,  to  pro^cnesi  and  atheism.     And, 
;  take  away  reverence,  yeu  shall  ne^-er   have 
i  obedience :  <  maxima  charittis,  fecerejiMCkiaiA.* 
He  wisheth  to  lia\iD  such  birds  erusbcd  hi  tte 
shell ;  for,  if  it  be  permitted  to  speak  agiahitt 
such  as  prefer  biUs,  wc  should  have  none  pre- 
ferred. 

Sir  Jeremy  Horsey,  That  in  35  Blift. 
was  prefhrted  a  bill  into  this  hou^e,  that  i 
as  caine  ttot  to  ehurch  on  th«  Smidays  i ' 
pay,  for  every  Saliday  he  was  absent)  l«d. — 
Mr.  Slieppard  was  then  called  in  to  tbir  hwr, 
and  thete  on  bis  kneei  he  beard  bis  mmteacc^ 
vvt.  **  That  th«  honse  doth  rMaove  hmi  fitnn 
the  serviee  of  tMs  howae,  as  being  uannorthy  to 
be  a  meaflfeertheretjf.'' 

I>el>aft  m  the  Pamii  for  Inns,  ^r .]     FeK 
1^.    hk  the  Cotamiltee  of  Gricwuicd^,  Mr. 
}%tfe  said ;  tet  us  en'^sffre,  whc«ice  grow  these 
Oriemnees ;  fen  the  king  hath  let  us  know  thet 
he*  is  mVt  a(:^qtiaint«d  wi  Ji  it,     Monepolite  %md 
power  of  dispensa!^  of  peeal  laws  \h!  chief 
grounds  of  HM  t^  Q¥ievalKe»,  and  thi»  artseth 
and  proceedeth   *  per  ifeiporeuMilat«fii  inape^ 
trafrtis;'  ahd  thfcpemre  let  us  eiamine,  who 
these  are,  for  the  king  by  bis  Book  hath  pah« 
hshed  his  distate  of  these  ifhpominatc  suitava: 
and  thcrtfore  it  i$  good  t^t  vf^  teach  them 
more  manners.     B€^ire  asy  feiient  is  f>esse^ 
there  is  fihit  a  Peifition  CO  his  m^.  shsaiag 
what  good  will  uecine  t»  tlie  oooMamiweekh 
by  granting  of  the  same,  arid  what  increaae  ef 
benefit  to  the  kiag ;  aiwi  whet  ab«9es  (fbr  waat 
of  such  a  remedy  as  they  pnopound)  do  abooe^} 
whereon  the  kirt^  evei*  refcrretb  the  Petition 
to  «»omc  whom  Uis  maj.  thi^tffh  ficteat  to  eoi»* 
.^der  of  the  petition,  be«h  for  matter  of  law, 
coBvenfeiicy,  and  good  of  the  staue  anrd  corn-* 
moaw^a<th*;  and  thereupoa  tlie  lefieneesajro 
to  ecftify  his  maj.  the  tmth  of  what  they  think 
of  the  petition ;  and,  aS  <#iey  ceni^  for  the 
hiw  rtilness  and  conve*iency  and  good  both  of 
his  maj.  and  his  estate,  and  the  particnbir  geod 
of  the  common^v^al,  1ms  awj.  accordingly  grant* 
eth  it.     Whoreft>fe.it  is  mnst  fit,  tlie  refbrreet. 
should  be  examined.    There  at«e  smae  paimiti 
that  in  themselves  are  good  and  hi%^,-  but 
abused  by  the  patentees  hi  the  cxeeutioa  of 
them,  wlio  perform  not  the  tniad  ropoeed  m 
them  from  his  maj. ;  arid  of  soch  a  kind  ia  the 
Patent  fbr  Inns,  hut  those  that  beve.thetae^ 
ttitTon  *buse  it  by  setting  up  Iwis  in  fcresis 
ft^  bye  viHages,*on!y  to  harbour  rogees  attd 
t*ijt»es;  andfueh  as  thejui^iees  of  f>€iice  of 
the  shire,  wljo  best  knowwbei^  Iwfts  are  Attest 
to  be,  and  who  best  deserve  to  have  licenses 
for  them,  have  suppbessed  frohi  keepm^  ef  ak^ 
"houses;  ftjr  none  18  now  rrfitfsed,  that  will  aiafca 
a  ;gobd  cd%osition.    Thefre  ere  ^m  mvm^ 
^lO'hare^btten  e  ^^tm  to  dtt{>«iise  whh  the 
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•tatute  of  Vagftbonds,  Ro|;ttt8,  &c.  and  so. 
moke  theinsdives  dispAnsers  of  the  royalties 
only  proper  for  the  king  himseU*. — ^T* he  hke  pa- 
tent IS  granted  for  toll,  leets,  w-nrreus,  markets, 
&c.  and  set  up  hills  of  it  on  posts,  like  new 
physicians  that  are  new^oine  to  town,  makin|^ 
merchandises  of  it.  Seeing  uU  tliose  new  pro- 
jectors do  all  thing^  against  the  king's  inten- 
tion, which  is  nothing  less  than  to  grieve  his 
89^ect$,  It  were  good  to  send  for  them  and 
MlHmne  them ;  and,  if  they  have  done  well,  Jb9 
#ucourfige  them,  if  ill,  to  punish  them. 

Sir  Edw.  Cokt,    There  is  prerogative  indts- 
putiible,  and  prerogative  disputable.  /  Prcro- 
/    gative  indisputable,  is  that  the-  kin^  hath  to 
^^ „  make  war:  disputable,  pfeiiigative  as  tied  to 
'STTt^  laws  of  England;  wh^vin  the  king  also 
hath  divers  prerocitives,  as  ^  otilUm  tenfNis,' 
&c.  None  of  all  these  Monopolies  Init  have  itae 
tttampW    Theire  are  3  sons  of  patents.     1st. 
Dweetl^  against  the  law ; ,  9d.  good  in  law, 
btit  ill  in  eRecution :  9d.  neither  good  in  law 
nor  execution.    For  tbe  first,  vken  the  sword 
0f  jttstaoe,  which  the  laws  ha^e  trusted  the 
king  withal^  is  ^en  to  a  suk^t;  and  the 
kin^  saith  in  his  Book,  Umt  ail  grants  of  Mono- 
polies, and  lUspensatians  of  penal  laws  arc 
void  in  law :  wben  the  king  granteth  his  po«ver 
to  a  sul^eot,  the  commonwoakh  tves  for  it; 
*    Mid  of  this  kind  are  old  debts.    For  remedy 
of  this  that  a  coarse  be  taken,  that,  if  d«^ 
owing  to  the  4ing  -are  not  called  ibr  within  a 
time,  then  to  b«  lost.    Of  dfie  ^d  kind  are 
Patents  for  Inns.    A  3rd  are  those  which  are 
neither  gOed  in  ksw  nor  esecHStion ;  <and  tliese 
»re  conceahnenta,  whidi  are  dishonoumble  to 
the  king,  for  no  sn^fect  ma^  do  it;  and  indeed 
the  king  never  knows  of  it,  the  sole  &ult 
whereof  lies  in  the  reierrees ;  and  for  this  a 
Vill  should  be  drawQ,  that  if  the  king  Imth  been 
out  o(  possession  ^  years,  and  not  rtx:ovcred 
any  rent  for  it  within  that  lime,  then  nctt  to 
be  recovered  by  the  king  as  a  concealment. 
MojM>polies  are  now  grows  like  Hydras'  heads : 
they  grow  up  as  tfaSt  as  they  are  cat  oC    All 
sew  offices  raise  the  prices  of  things.    In  4 
Hen.  7.  a  dispeasaiaon  was  gp>iinted,  uiat  some 
should  not  pay  Subsidies:  this  wus  afterirc- 
nealed  by  act  of  pari,  for  otherwise  it  wo4ild 
iiave  grown  so  common,  pbut  .no  man  would 
have  paid>  eeeiag  othors  fipoed;    He  shewed 
that  all  the  kings,  from  Ed«c,  III.  to  this  king 
hiav«^iranted  JMKMOp^         and,  even  in  queen 
Elizabeth's  time,  there  were  some  granted. 
Sir  fi4.  M^mipesson  and  one  Rob.  Alexander 
pfooured  of  queen  Eliz.  a  Poloift  "^or  the  sole 
tmhsporting  of  anise««eed.    Monopolies  have 
'      been  grttUKi  beveloforp  <  de  vento  &  sole ;' 
tbfltt  in  Oie^nshire  "and  CosnwaU  a  .patent  was 
^med,  that  i¥)o^4ihotild  dry  piiohwds  but 
ttiosc  patentees.     > 

Mr.  t^ford.  Thatchis  w»8  the  /im  paid,  that 
ever  he  4dw  x:oiMisellQi*3  of  slate  htwe  snoh 
oare  of  •the  state.  1  Bdw.  lU.  <  Est  jus  xegiuia. 
levocare' «U  Patents ;  and  tbaA  we  ^hoidd  do* 
•ire  hie  maj.  to  ettesd  his  |>rer9gativie  to  sup- 
lirmaU  di^  pnMnl^  uMLiotui  iUi  up«A  Ah^ 


that  have  thus  by  importunity  procured  theni 
patents.  And  hrst,  conoemiug  the  Patent 
ibr  luns,  every  poor  man  that  taketh  in  hut 
a  horse  on  a  market  <lay  is  pi^seody  aieat  for 
up  tosWesmiinster  and  sued,  unless  he  com- 
polmd  with  tiiese  patentees :  and  all  apciei^t 
Inukeepers,  if  they  will  n^H  compound,  are 
pres^uuy  sued  «t  Westminster  for  enlargement 
of  their  house,  if  thev  but  iiet  up  a  new  post, 
or  a  little  hovel  more  than  qI'  ancient  was  there., 
And  instead  of  rctbrmatioji  of  abtties,  this  pa« 
tent  doth  hut  raise  rechunings  oa  the  poor 
tmveller;  and,  instead  ofjrestr«inii^  the  num- 
ber of  Innkeepers^  at  Batti,  where  theie  wont 
to  be  but  6,  and  the  town  desired  sir  Giles 
Mompesson  there  might  iiot  be  more,  yet  fa« 
increased  them  gradatim  irom  6  to  i20  Inn* 
keq^ers. 

VebiUe  <m  the  Soar^Uy  ^  Afime^.)  Feb. 
86.  Sir  Edidn  Sewlvs  said,  he  remcunhered 
the  kin^'^  recommendation  to  this  bouse  cor* 
ceming  the  scarcity  of  money.  He  laboured 
to  shew  the  necessity  of  consideriaig  of  this 
point.  And  first  beginneth  to  shew  the  w«44( 
of  the  husbandman  and  hundycraftsman ;  the 
one  cannot  be  -set  to  work,  and,  ibr  the  cMCher^ 
the  looms  are  laid  down  almost  every  where  | 
and  every  loom  maintains  in  work  40  men^ 
and  ^o  niajiy  men  are  now,  for  want  of  jnoney 
in  this  kingdom,  as  it  were  rarned  out  of  ihe 
inhecitance  of  their  hands.  'Che  want  in  the 
end  sort  of  men,  vi«.  yeomen ;  they  iikeivise 
break  their  conditious,  covenants,  and  bonds,  * 
/not(thaaks  be  to  God)  ff>r  watit  offi-uits  of 
the  earth,  but  for  want  of  money;  and  the 
kir^  asUooftheluagdomarem  astand.  The 
wnxii  of  money  in  the  Srd  sort,  viz.  gciitleBouDn; 
they  by  this  means  wont  thcdr  rent.  There  ii 
no. distemper  like  to  that  of  wtan,  whid>  hath 
no  laws  oi-  bonnds. 

Sir  Wm.  Herrich  There  was  wool  to  km 
coined  300^0001.  per  ann.  for  ^  yean  t«^^ 
ther;  aod^  since  the*  Kast  India  Company  »as 
set  up,  there  hath  not  boen  coinoil  a6ov« 
^,0001.  in  any  year.  That  the  Goldsmiths 
traidc,  having  been  Jncoi-pomked  thev  409 
years,  is  now,  ioar  want  o^'  buttiofi  and  outhmd^ 
isli  coin,  clean  ilecayed:  that  there  was snant 
plate  made  in  'tlie  7  Jast  yeairs  tif  £liz.  than 
hftth  been  these  7  yem^  last  |iQst,  hy  much; 
and  thcorofoEe  tiie  Goldsmiths  makinc  of  plots 
is  not  tlie  cause  of  want  of  coin  ;  which,  not- 
withstanding the  gneatser  quantxtv  that  was 
9uide  in  the  late  qcieen's  time  than  ismnr, 
was  yet  plentiful  enoagh.  The  shew  of  iiha 
poldemith^s  shops  in  Cheapekic  is  lite  greatest 
in  Christendom.  There  are  now  above  ^ 
sho^^t  ap. 

Sir  Edw,  C»ke  8heweth,lhat  there  were  two 
things  that  pdrac^ally  concern  and  encrcase 
lungdoms  and  commonweakhs,  viz.  soldieci 
and  jBoney.  That  there  was  coined  from  the 
1  £liau  unto  16  Jac.  Jiine  millions  and  a  half 
of  silver  and  gold.  Sheweth  ifuither^  tiud; 
there  ane  7  Causes  of  want  of  lidoney  and 
Coin  in  this^ingdom.— -1,  Mon^  tanned  into 
(dlite.-*^.  Gold  fblii^^httiv  dnployod  in^gild^ 
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ing  of  things. — 3.  Chanp^e  of  Monev,  or  silver 
being  much  undcnalued  by  us  here  of  that 
our  gold  is ;  which  was  mi-jcd ;  and  so  was 
»ot  our  silver,  and  also  all  our  rooney  passeth 
m  lower  rates  here,  than  it  doth  beyond  %ea  in 
other  couiitries,-^4.  The  East  India  Company, 
-wbo'had  licence  to  transport  100,0001.  at  their 
first  setting  up ;  and  albeit  they  do  not,  since 
tlmt  time  carry  out  of  the  kingdom  any  more 
English  m6ney,  yet  *thoy  intercept  the  dollars 
and  other  money  that  would  otherwise  come 
into  this  kingdom,  and  bring  in  for  it  nothing 
but  toys  and  trifles.---5;  The  goods  imported 
exceed  the  goods  exported,  and  therefore  there 
iDust  needs  go  forth  of  our  coin  to  pay  for  the 
surpKisnge.' — 6.  The  French  merchants  for 
wine  carry  forth  80,000L  per  ann.  and  brin^  in 
Dotliing  but  wines  and  lace,  and  such  Tike 
triftes.— 7.  The  Patent  for  Gold  and  Silver 
lace,  which  not  only  wastes  and  consumes  our 
hullion  and  coin^  but  hindereth  the  bringing  of 
any  into  the  kingdom ;  which  was  wont  to  be 
80  niuch  as  would  yield  $i0|00Ql.  per  ann.  of 
good  bullion. 

Mr.  Secretary  addeth  an  8th  cause,  andthat 
is  the  great  numbier  of  cattle  that  are- every 
year  brought  out  of  Ireland,  for  which  much^ 
and  only  money  is  exported  out  of  this  kingdom. 

Sir  John  Htrangewayes,  There  is  100,000 
Ikead  of  cattle  brought  every  year  out  of  Ire- 
land ;  which  are  here  sold,  !»omc  for  4Q^i  others 
ibrSl.  apiece;  iMid  they  that  sell  them  will 
*  have  no  payment  l)ut  in  money. 

Sir  Edwin  Sandys  divideth  the  causes  of 
Want  of  Money  in  this  kingdom  into  3  general 
Ifccads.— 1.  The  Want  of  Importtition  of  Coip 
into  the  kingdom.  3.  The  Abundance  of  Kx- 
portation  of  coin  out  of  the  kingdom.  3.  The 
grea^  Cot^sumption  of  MoAcy  ia  the  kingdom. 
For  the  first,  there,  was  wont  to  come  out  of 
Spain  a  great  mass  of  money,  to  the  value  of 
100,0001.  per  ann.  for  our  cloths  and  other 
merchandises,  and  now  we  have  fn>n>  thence 
lor  all  our  cloths  and  merchandises  nothing 
but  tobacco :  nay,  that  will  uot  pay  for  all  the 
tobacco  we  have  from  thence,  but  they  have 
«K>re  from  us  in  money  every  year  90,0001. 
So  there  goes  out  of  this  kingdom  as  good  as 
ISO^QOOl.  lor  tobacco  every  year.  There  t^ 
an  edict  at  Rochelle,  that  none  shall  import 
aqy  Gascoign  wines  into  their  town,  until  their 
own  country  wines  arc  sold ;  and  yet  we  per- 
mit other  countries  to  import  into  our  kingdom 
foreign  corn,  to  the  great  hindrance  of  the 
tale  oi'that  which  is.  grown  here  amongst  us. 

Mr.  Crewe,  There  is,  as  hath  been  alledged, 
a.  great  confluence  of  causes  of  the  Scarcity  of 
Money ;  and  *  felix  qui  potuit  rerum  cognos* 
cere  causas.*  I  think  the  stock  of  money  that 
was  wont  to  be  employed  out  of  the  bulk  of 
die  Dutchmen's  money  is  a  great  cause  of  this 
^dden  damp  and  scarcity  of  money  in  the 
kingdom.  We  have  in  hand  3  great  businesses 
Ckf  stktepand  for  the  good  of  this  common- 
wealth. The  first  is  to  sweep  the  house  of 
parliament  of  the  Monopolies.  %.  To  know 
the  cause  of  tbe  vvaiU  of  moo^y  in  the  land. 


3.  To  look  out  the  bills  of  Grace;  wherein  hi» 
maj.  was  graciously  pleased  to  say,  he  woolti 
meet  us  more  tlian  halfway. 

Sir  Henry  Poole  addeth,  that  one  otber 
cause  o^  want  of  money  is,  tlAt  there  is  so 
much  conveyed  into  Scotland;  and  therefore 
wishcth  some  course  may  be  taken  to  prohibit 
that  it  be  not  transported  thence  beyond  tbe 
seas. 

Sir  Dudley  Di'sges.  The  foist  India  Co. 
doth  not  export  abme  30,0001. ;  and  that  ther 
cause  that  the  Mint  standetb  still  is,  that  tb* 
state  giveth  uot  valuation  to  money. 

The  Master  of  tfi0  Wards,  IfthovnJue  ofthtf 
impolKation  of  the  East  India  Co.  do  exceed,^ 
the  value  of  the  merchandizes  exported,  then 
we  may  assure  ourselves'  (as  also  of  all  other 
tralhcks  and  trades)  that  there  hatli  been  mo-r 
ney  exported. 

Sir  kdw,  Gile$,  The  year  that  I  was  sheriflF 
of  Devonshire,  and  so  almost  every  year,  there 
goeth  out  of  Devonshire  for  com'  100,000^. 
per  ann. ;  '•  for  there  is  not  much  grown  in  that 
county,  which  i$  Very  populous,  by  reason  of 
the  number  that  are  set  ot\  wqrk  there  in  mak-< 
kig  that  country  kersies. 

Sir  Tho,  Rowe,  That  money  goe«h  here  at 
so  low  a  rate,  of  that  it  doih  in  foreign  coun- 
tries (and  foreign  coiu  being  prohibited  here) 
so  that  none  can  brinf^  in  lany  foreign  mone^ik 
hither,  hut  he  shuU  k^e  b^  it;^  which  makes 
all  such  as  come  hither  brmg  with  them  bills 
of  exchange;  whereas,  otherwise  they  would 
bring  with  them  money;  and  most  of  those 
strangers  earry  forth  of  tliis  kingdom's  money. 
The  East  India  Co.  carrieth  not  out  of  Europe 
30,0001.  per  ann.  money  merchandize.  Adbe 
proportion  ought  to  be  between  gold  a^d  sil- 
ver. The  standard  of  silver  is  not  alike  here 
with  other  countries.  The  Dutoh  raise  and 
fall  their  money  at  their  pleasure.  Any  that 
shs^U  bring  in  money  here  shall  lose  8  per  cent. 
—It  was  then  ordered^  "  That  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  house  shall  sit  every  Tuesday,  to 
consider  of  the  eauses  of  Want  of  Money,  and 
that  they  shall  have  power  to  send  for  any 
miMi  or  books  concemmg  this  business/' 

Feb.  27,  In  a  Committee  on  the  above  bo- 
Sfiness,  '  , 

Sir  Wtn,  Herrleky  who  was  once  a  gold- 
9nMth,  snith,  that  there  is  most  yetu^  carried 
into  Poland,  50,0001. 

^J&dw.Coke,  That  10,0001  per  ann.  was 
wasted  by  inckcrs  of  gold. 

Sir  Edn\ '  Sandys,  Thore  are  8  principal 
causes  of  Want  of'  Money  in  the  kingdom, 
1.  Defect  of  Importation  df  money.  2.  Ex- 
cess of  ExportatKm'  of-  money.  ^.  Consump- 
tion, of  money  in  the  kingiiom.  Merchandize 
and  rooney  i$  all  ooie  in  raattef  of  Impbrtatioa 
and  Exportation,  but  in  matter  of  oonsump* 
tion  money  is  the  chief.  Tbe  fountain  of  money 
is  Spain.  By  traffick  we  have  had  heretofore  ^ 
out  of  Spain,  every  year,  100,0001.  per  ana. 
besides  the  wines  and  other  commodities,  we 
have  had  from  thence  in  exchange'of  oor  mer* 
chandixe^    It  is  la^fY^il  to.  briiiig  pottey  out  of 
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^pain  f6r  victuals,  although  it  he  prohibited 
ochenvise;  The  cause  we  bring  not  money 
out  of  Spain,  is,  for  tlmtwe  have  our  return 
in  tobacco ;  which,  if  we  would  bring  out  of 
other  places,  ^lich  are  uuder'  the  protection 
of  our  king,  we  should  have  more  mouey  from 
Spain .  The  Summer  Islands  .^nd  ^'kgi  ilia  have 
plenty  of  tobacco,  and  it  grows  every  year  bet- 
ter than  other;  for  that  country  tobacco  was 
worth  ^  years  since  but  4s.  the  pound)  and  it 
is  now  so  much  bettered,  as  it  was  sold*  tins 
last  year  for  8s.  That  it  will  bc^  double  pro- 
fit to  us  to  divert  die  brining  in  of  tobacco 
Out  of  Spain,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  brought  out 
of  Virginia  and  tlie  Summer  Islands ;  for  there- 
by we  shall'  enrich  those  countries  under  our 
dominion,  and  also  England  shall  be  better 
itorcd  with  moneys  when  we  will  not  take  our 
i^tum  for  our  merchandize  in  tobacco,  but  in 
<^in  or  bullion,  as  we  were  wont  to  do. 

Mr.  Towerson,  The  great  concourse  of 
strauge  Bottoms,  that  bring  in  out  of  other 
^untries  merchandize,  do  carry  tbrth,  as  it  is 
Co  be  doubted,  nothing  but  money.  And  also 
the  high  rate  and  price  of  the  Mint  for  coining 
h  a  peat  cause  also  that  it  goeth  not.  That 
the  least  part  that  the  East  India  Co.  hath 
spent, is  gone  forth  in  money  or  coin.  There 
is  much  money  transported  into  Turkey,  for 
*  which  there  is  brought  into  the  kingdom  no- 
thing but  <iurrant8,  silks,  and  indigo. 

Sir  Nutk,  Riche.  The  defect  of  trading  into 
the  We^  Indies,  as  in  the  time  of  Eliz.  is  a 
canse  that  there  is  a  greater  Scarcity  of  Mo> 
ney  than  there  then  was.  Another  cause  is, 
the  great  impositions  laid  on  cloth,  as  the  pre- 
termitted  custom  and  the  like :  and  that  the 
Want  of  t\\e  price  of  wools  is  a  great  cause  of 
the  want  of  jnoney.  The  importation  of  -  salt 
out  of  France  b  another  cause  of  it,  for  the 
French  do  carry  away  for  their  salt  nothing 
-but  our  gold  and  silver.  In  Spain  our- mer- 
chants are  paid  in  hrass^  and  to  change  that 
into  silver  or  gold  they  lose  15  of  tiie  100. 

Mr.  Otij/,  There  is  not- now  so  mudi  lead 
digged  as  was  wont  io  be,-  fee  that.tho  tax  that 
is  imposed  on  it  is  so  great.  At  a  monastery. 
in  Liege  and  Brussels  dierc  is  an  abunclance  of 
English  coin ;  wherefore  it  were  good  tliat  or- 
der were  tak^  tliat  so  much  money  be  not 
transported  out  ^f  England  by  strangers  or 
otiiers. 

Sir  John  Wnltfr,  The  proclamation  in  the 
lord  treasurer  Salisbury's  time,  that  no  foreign 
coin  should  be  current  here  with  us,  is  .a  great 
cause  of  the  Sc/ircity  of  Money,  Before  this 
we  had  much  coin  came  in  out  of  Spain, 
France,  Germany,  and  the  Low  Countries. 
'  Sir  Foulk  GreviUcy  chanc.  of  the  excheq. 
,Tbe  under  valuation  and  ditference  of  the 
Itandard  for  money,  is  as  well  the  cause  that 
foreign  coin  is  not  brought  in,  as  is  the  pro^ 
clamation  which  did  command  that  no  foreign 
ihould  be  brought  in. 

^  "The  Master  of  the  Wurdr,  The  Merchants 
Adventurers  Customs,  which  were  wont  to  be, 
llyOOQL  »r«  now  cou^  to  b«  but  1^7^0001.  per 


*anni;  so  there  was  10,0001.  loi^  to  the  kjnj; 
and  kingdom;  and  pro^oFtionably  there  must 
be  dOO,0OOi.  per  ^aim..  less  brought  in  than 
there  was- wont  tor.be.  The  French  do  import 
much  more-  than  they  export.  The  Turkey 
Co.  do  carry  ibrth  more  coin  than  the  Eastln- 
dia  Co.     -   •:.       w     .  V 

Mr;  Secretary^  -There  may  not  be  a  prohi- 
bition that  any  tobacco  should  be  brought  out 
.of  Spain;  tor  then  the  .Spaniard  will  prohibit 
the  bringing  of  some  other  merchandize,  which 
is  more  needful  ibr  us  to  vent,  and  to  have 
from  them:  tor  that,- by  the  Treaty  witb  Spain, 
all  fi-ee.  trade  and  t^mck  used  at  the  time  of 
the  treaty  is  to  be  allowed  and  used  to  both 
.  kingdoms,  and  their  merchants,  or  others,  for 
each  t  other's  '  commodities.  Heretofore  the 
Spaniard  was  wont  to-  fetch  our  commodities, 
and  lay  us  do^^^money  for  it;,  and  they  have 
more  need  to  seek  our  merchandize,  than  we 
theirs :  nay,  it  would  be  happy  for  this  king- 
dom if  Spain  would  prohibit  the  sale  of  their 
mercliaiuiize  to  our  English  merchants;  for  the 
merchandizes  brought  firom  tlience  are  not 
needful  to  us,  but  Uiev  are .  only  superfluous 
commodities;  and  the  Spaniards  would  gladly, 
give  US'  money  for  our  commodities,  rather 
than  go  without  them,  being  indeed  such  as 
they  cannot  want.— It  was  hereon  resolved  by- 
the  House,  that  the  Importation  of  Tobacco 
out  of  Spain  is  one  reason  of  the  Scarcity  of 
Money  in  this  kingdom. 
•  March  1 .  Mr.  Hackwill  reporteth  from  this 
committee,  that  in  their  examination  of  sir  Giles 
Mompesson^  business,  they  found  the  heads  and 
extent  of  bis  offences  to  multiply,  and  they 
therefore  desire  a  present  message,  to  the 
Lords. 

Sir  Edm.  Coke,  There  are-  in  my  obserra- 
tion6  kinds  of  men,  that  never  thrive  or  pros*, 
per.  1.  Alchymist;  for  *  omne  vertitur  in  fu- 
mum'  with  him.  2.  Monopolizer;  for  he  en- 
grosseth  to  himself  what  should  be  free  for  all 
men.  3.  Promoter,  who  for  the-  most  part 
lives  upon  the  spoil  of  poor.men.  4.  Con- 
ceal! ncnr^nioiiger^  or  he  that  gets  Conceal- 
ments. 5.  jDepopular,  who  turns  ail  out  of 
dooi'Sf.and  keeps  none  but  a  shepherd  and;  his 
dog.  U.  New  Projector,  who  is  lately  ^rtcd 
up.  :      ;     . 

.  MarcK  2.  .^Jdr.  Hacktoilly  concerning  sir 
Oiles  Morapesson,  reported,  that  the -Com- 
mittee of  Grievances  is  of  opinion,  that  a  mes« 
sage  should  be  sent  to  acquaint  the.  Lords,: 
l4»ut  we  have  discovered  matters  and  ©ffences 
tending  to  the  wrong  of  liis  maj.  in  his  justice, 
honour,  and  estate,  to  the  disinheritance  of 
his  maj. *s  subjects,  aud  the  corruption  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  this  by  a  man.  oCquality; 
and  therefore  we  thought  it  <i.t  to-  pray  a  con* 
ference  with  their  lordships. 

Proceedings  against  »ir  Vi/es  Mompes$on,  a  . 
Monopolist  Olid  FatenteeJ]   We  shall  now  pre* 
sent  the  reader  with  a  narrative  of  the  pron 
ceedings  against  sir  Giles  Mompesson,  a  mem-  . 
her  of  pari,  a  Projector,  and  a  great  Dealer  anci 
Patentee.    This  man  the  tiommona  cqav^od 
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before  them,  and  ordered  lum  into  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  arms ;  but  be,  being  conscious 
of  his  guilt,  tbuud  means  to  make  his  escape 
•ud  fled  heyond  sea*  The  particulars  of  tliis 
a&ir  \i  ill  host  appear  from  tne  Journals  of  the 
Lords,  to  whom  th^  commons  carried  their 
complaint  against  the  said  sir  Giles,  and  others 
concerned  with  him  in  the  execution  of  his 
projects:  all  the  judicial  proceediti|;s  both 
against  this  niaA,  and  others  of  much  higher 
rank,  in  the  sequel,  bcit)|^  transacted  before 
this  supreme  Court  of  Judicature.  We  shall 
therefore  now  return  back  to  the  Journals  of 
the  Lords  where  we  left  off,  in  the  diujmal  ac- 
count from  that  authority. 

March  3.  A  Message  from  the  Lower 
House  was  delivered  to  the  Lords  by  sir  £dw. 
Coke,  attended  by  several  kniebts,  citizens  and 
burgesses,  to  this  efiect : — **  1  nat  the  Uoitse  of 
Commons  had  entered  into  a  due  considera- 
tion of  divers  heavy  Grievances,  and  do  desire 
a  Conference  about  them;  leaviiij;  the  time, 
number  and  place  to  their  lordships  appoint- 
ment. He  mrther  added,  as  part  ot'  what 
they  had  enjoined  him  to  say,  that  whibt  their 
bouse  was  thus,  amon^^t  Uicmselves,  in  treaty 
and  advice,  tbe  priucipai  offender,  sir  Giles 
Morapesson,  was  escaped.  Thcretbre,  the  Com- 
mons did  desire  strict  scnitiny  should  be  made 
for  finding  hiui  out  within  the  realm.''  The 
messengers  Ijeing  withdrawn,  the  Lords  agreed 
to  the  confcTcuce:  tlie  number,  the  whole 
bouse ;  tlie  time  and  place,  March  5th,  at  2  in 
the  afternoon,  in  the  Painted  Chanibcr.  Sir 
£dw.  Coke  and  the  rest  were  as^ain  called, 
and  the  lord  chaoccllor  acquainted  them,  That 
the  house  bad  agreed  to  meet  with  tlte  Com- 
mons, as  above ;  and  that  their  lordships  would 
give  their  best  aid  and  assistance  tor  finding  out 
tbe  offender.  On  which  answer,  sir  Edw.  dosired 
.  to  explain  bis  message  a  little  further;  and  de- 
olarod  that  the  Commons  ixere  not  fully  pro- 
vided for  a  conference  so  soon :  but  tliat  his 
meaning  was,  That  if  their  lordjihips  would  be 
pleased  to  yield  to  one,  tlieu  the  other  iious e- 
would  prepare  tbe  business  so  as  it  might  give 
IttM&t  tnterruptian  to  their  lordships  greater 
atSurs:  and,  wlicti  tliey  were  ready,  w<Kild  re- 
turn aod  acquaint  their  lordships  w'i th  it,  llie 
chancellor  answered,  I'hat  the  Lords  would 
suspend  tbe  time,  till  tbe  Comaious  were  ready 
igir  the  Coti&reace. 

Severak  proposals  were  then  made  for  the 
Wprahending  of  tiir  Gih^s  Mompes^on;  and  a 
Meiiafe  tva»  sent  to  the  Lower  iloutse  to  ac- 
j^naific  tbem,  '*  Tliat  they  had  appointed  a 
eoamiitteDof  40  lords;  of  which  Uie  Priuoewas 
ifae  fbrst,  to  confer  with  u  number  of  tliO  Com- 
mo^ft,  tmoiodiatdy,  about  that  pot<it.''  llie 
kndZmoi^  warden  of  the  Cinqae^Ports,  was 
ordered  to  send  his  warrant  thither^  to  jsearch 
ht  end  apprehend  the  said  sir  Giles,  ^he  should 
aittMDfit  to  ceoape  that  way.  The  two  lords 
|«eeideat5,  of  Wales  and  (k  the  Council  et 
%0iky  waits  ordered  to  cause  strict  seardi  to  be 
ttBMb  m  Che  sereral  ports  under  Uieir  chai^ge. 
Up  leal  tcMSttcvr  bad  the  iaine  chai^  ^en 


him,  to  take  esre  that  all  qifficers  of  tbe  ctistoin^ 
and  other  officers,  within  the  ports,  havens  anil 
creeks  of  this  land,  be  warned  of  this  buaineea* 
Lastly,  orders  were  given  to  the  lord-admirsii 
that  he  should  instruct  all  vice-adminils  and 
other  maritinie  ofhcers  under  his  jurisdiciioli, 
to  make  the  like  search  tor  this  extraordiimry 
runagate. 

All  these  orders  and  directions  of  the  LorcU 
being  told  to  the  Committee  of  the  Commoosy 
they  approved  o(  them,  with  thanks ;  and  only 
desired  U)at  u  more  private  search  migbt  b« 
made  for  the  oiiander.  Accordingly*  a  war- 
rant was  oitiered  to  be  drawn,  as  lirdm  tha 
Lords,  and  signed  by  the  chancellor^  as  their 
Speaker ;  and  the  lord  chamberlain,  the  earie 
of  Arundele  and  Southampton,  tbe  lords  Hua»- 
den  and  Houghton,  were  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  Which  warrant,  was  ordered  to  be 
directed  to  tiio  deputy-clerk  of  the  crown,  and 
clerk  of  pari,  and  to  all  mayors,  baiUlTs,  Ico,^  . 
In  the  midst  of  these  orders  aod  directions^  tba 
lord-admiral,  the  marq.  of  Bockingham,  da* 
clared  openly  to  the  house  how  much  he  bad 
been  decehed  and  abused  by  this  offender,  sir 
Giles  Mompesson;  who,  but  very  lately,  bad 
wrote  to  him,  protesting  his  innocency,  atfnn- 
ingthat  what  was  objected  against  him  was  but 
matter  of  cavil,  and  that  be  desired  only  a  la* 
gal  trial  by  due  course  of  law. 

March  dth.  The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  Lords,  that  the  deputy-clerk  of  the  crown, 
and  the  clerk  of  pari.  %vith  others  had,  according 
to  their  lordsliips  direction,  nuide  search  intor 
the  several  houses  of  sir  G.  Mompesson,  sis' 
Frs.  Mitchell,  and  in  the  bouse  called  and  used 
as  tbr  the  exercise  and  execution  of  letters  pa« 
tents,  concemii^  Gold  and  Silver  lltfcad,  &c. 
in  Woodstrcet ;  ^nd  that  in  each  search  tha 
said  clerks  had  brought  away  divers  books  and 
writings,  concerning  such  matters  wherewith  tbe 
said  sir  Giles  standeth  charged ;  which  tliey  bad 
scaled  up,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
house.  The  Lords  <Hderod  that  the  said  thingn 
so  sealed  up,  should  be  safely  kept  bv  the  dcrk 
of  purl,  until  their  lordships  should  be  pleaeed 
to  give  further  direction,  about  delivering  tbem 
to  such  members  of  that  house  as  should  ba 
assigned  to  receive  tlie  said  books  and  papers, 
for  tlie  better  manifestation  of  the  truth  in  such 
matters  as  the  said  sir  Giles  stood  charged 
witli. 

Mviion  for  an  Academy  for  Ycntk  of  <2«a- 
lity.]  The  same  day  tbe  (ord-udmirai  Bock- 
ingham, moved,  ''  That  nnce  tbe  F<danplioa 
of  Youdi,  espcctally  of  Quality  and  Worth,  b 
a  fluatter  ot  great  consequence ;  therefore  lo 
provide  dbat  such  persoos,  in  their  tender 
years,  do  not  spoud  their  time  fruitiessW,  about 
the  town  or-dsewiiere,  his  lordship  wisbod  tbit 
some  good  and  fit  course  might  be  taken  for 
tbe  erection  -and  maiatetiaaoe  of  an  Acukas^ 
ior  tbe  breeding  aad^brtogjuig  up  of  tbe  nobi* 
lity  and  ccntry  of  this  kineaem,  in  their  youagiP 
and  tendet'  age*,  md  Ma  free  aad  voluSt^ 
contribution,  trom  jsersons  of  boaeur  and  qaa* 
ittf ^  fbr  tbit  pufpoee«"    'Uus  wnini  (sap  tit 
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viUi  the  Quasmvii  two  gr^t  lords,  inei^Dlng 
the  lord  cbsnc.  wid  the  lord  (xe^aurDr,  ^poke  m 
Uieir  own  dtffen^e,  not  being  allowed  aa  Co  do, 
when  coounktees  «re  named,  and  (b^  said 
conference  directed  and  limited  by  ttas  house  ^ 
which  was  against  the  anxient  ordert«  thereof. 
Therefore  his  lordship  moved  that  aa  Order 
may  now  be  entered  to  prevent  thejike  liere- 
tifter."  The  motion  wai>  agreed  to,  with  this 
addition,  **'  That  the  said  lords  should  give 
the  house  satisfaction,  by  an  acknoyvledgment: 
of  their  error  herein." — Whereupon  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Bacon  r«inovii|g  again  to  hisdeat  as 
a  peer,  did  acknowledge,  that  contrary  to  iho 
orders  of  tlic  house,  he  had  spoken,  at  the  ias( 
conference,  more  than  he  lia^d  direction  ironx 
the  house  to  do,  and  owned  tliat  he  bad  erred 
therein.  Which  acknowicdgiu«iu  the  Lords, 
in  general,  accepted  of.  The  Treasurer  also 
did  the  same ;  and  thou  it  was  particulurly  or^ 
deredtlmt  these  acknowledgements  should  bd 
entered  in  the  Journals.  Moved  by  the  lord 
Spencer  and  agreed  to,  *'  Tlmt  no  Lords  of 
this  house  are  to  be  called  Great  XiOrds,  be-> 
cause  they  are  all  Peers." 

The  Lords  taking  into  consideration  the 
Grievances  complained  of  by  the  Commons,  U 
was  agreed.  That  a  sdect  committee  should 
be  chc«en  to  confer  with  tlmt  house,  as  wcU  to 
demand  of  them  such  letters^patent^  commit* 
sions,  warrants,  examinations  and  otlicr  wrif 
tings,  which  concerned  tlie  Grievmoces;  as 
also  CO  receive,  by  word  of  mouth,  such  further 
informations  as  might  conduce  to  tlie  proving 
of  such  Grievances  as  they  had  complained  oL 
A  Message  was  then  seat  to  tiie  Commons 
to  desire  a  conference,  and  after  a  long  stay. 
Answer  returned.  That  Uiey  accepted  oi  their 
lordships  motion,  and  would  appoint  50  of 
their  house  to  meet  them  at  9  in  the  morning* 
That  their  committee  should  bring  with  them 
all  the  leuers-patent,  £cc.  which  the  Lord»  re- 
quired to  see  concernii^  the  Grievances ;  and 
should  likewise  inform  ib^ir  lordships  of  such 
other  verbal  proofs,  which  they  had  received 
about  them. 

Report  concerning  Prek^tUion  upon.  Honor. "X 
The  same  day,  tho  earl  of  Amndel  reported 
to  tho  house,  '<  lliat  on  the  11th  inst.  tlie 
Lords  Commiuees  ibr  Privileges,  &c.  attended 
Ids  maj.  according  to  order,  and  that  his  maj. 
was  pleased  to  rest  satisfied,  as  well  in  their 
enquiring  of  prtvile^,  belonging  to  the  peers^ 
as  alee  that  they  did  no  ways  trench  into  the 
royal  preropdve,  as  the  judges  had  suggested, 
unto  the  said  committee*  ILs  lordship  iurthsr 
repeitsd^  That  his  maj.  wasple»sed,  ol  himsdi^ 
U  take  notice)  That  be  understood  the  peers 
coooeived  it  a  pririlega,  belonging  unto  them, 
W>  pfotast  wAy  apmi  ^loir  honours,  and  not  to 
be  pat  to  ihehr  oaths,  in  suits,  as  ordinary  sub« 
jjscts  were"  To  which  the  Lords  answered, 
<'  That  it  was  very  trae  the  house  Iiad  taken 
ccoMidefation  of  it;  and  found  much  cause  to 
think,  that  in  the  time  of  divers  of  his  royal 
proj^ettiioiv  they  had  enjoyed  that  privilege, 
wh^  thsy;thoagh^  the  practice  of  Is^  timet 
4H 
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Jottraal)  was  geaeraliy  liked  and  cofumended, 
•Bd  many  grave  and  judicioos  speeches  were 
used,  by  several  lords,  toaching  the  most  coo* 
sidenible  and  material  points,  and  the  nedect 
accemplishmients  of  this  most  honourable  pro- 
ject. Some  conoorning  the  pluce  where  such 
an  Academy  should  be  placed  and  erected ; 
9thers,  wluit  quaJihcatious,  arts,  sciences  aad 
exereises  should  be  there  taught  and  practised ; 
then,  how  to  be  maintained ;  and  to  what  kind 
of  young  gendemen  freedom  sliall  be  given  to 
resort  to  uve  there  as  they  shall  please,  with 
<Mber  circmnstunces.  And,  in  order  that  tlie 
matters  and  points  aforesaid  miglit,  with  more 
conveniency,  be  opeaed  and  discussed,  the 
hOQse  was  SH;l)Oumed  during  pleasure. 

Further  Proceedings  a^nst  sir  Giles  Mom-- 
jieisea.]  March  6.  Tlie  Lords  received  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Commons,  <^  That  they  had  taken 
notice  of  some  warrants,  issued  by  their  lord- 
ships, for  search  in  certain  places  for  papers 
conoemin^  sir  Giles  Mompcsson.  That  the  pap- 
lies,  thereia  employed,  had  tboud  and  brought 
in  certain  papers  sealed  up,  also,  a  trunk  and  a 
hag  in  which  other  papers  and  books  are  sealed 
up,  which  they  desire  may  be  deli^'ered  to  them. 
That  one  questimi  had  been  made  by  the  per- 
sons so  employed,  concerning  tlieir  power,  and 
they  desire  lurther  wairant,  from  the  lords,  to 
autnorizo  them  to  open  locks,  doors  or  chests, 
that  their  search  may  be  more  enlaiged." 
Antwer,  ^  That  the  Lords  do  grant  die  request 
ef  the  Commons  in  all  its  poinu ;  mid  will  give 
direetion  for  the  proper  aolditional  words  to  be 
added  to  the  warrant.  ** 

March  l«th.  The  Lord  Chancellor  repotted 
what  pasted  at  the  last  Conference  of  both 
Houses;  the  inducement  of  which  was,  to 
clear  the  king*s  honour  touching  Grants  to  sir 
Giles  Mompesson,  and  tlie  means  of  procuring 
the  same.  The  etfeot  of  this  Conference  was, 
^  That  the  king,  on  the  Petition  of  the  said  sir 
Giles,  to  have  a  Patent  to  reform  abuses  in 
divers  innkeepers,  and  a  warrant  to  compound 
£or  the  penalty  of  obsolete  laws  touching  tlie 
prices  of  horssHBeat,  had  referred  the  same  to 
sevetal  judges,  for  the  point  of  law;  and  to  di- 
vers lords,  for  the  point  of  conveniency.  That 
bis  maj.  had  shewn  the  like  care,  in  granting 
the  Patent  Ibr  Monopoly  of  tlie  sole  making  ^ 
Gold  and  Silvor  Tln^ead.  That  sir  Henry  Yel- 
verton,  attorney-general  to  the  king,  liad  ad- 
vised the  same  to  be  returned  into  his  nuij.'s 
own  hands,  and  then  by  indentures  tb  autho- 
rise divers  persons  to  mmia|e  it;  but  that  this 
also  was  referred'  by  his  m^j.  to  the^ceustder- 
adon  of  aeveral  of  biff  council.  l>iat  the  be- 
ncit  arising  to  the  king  was  made^  over  to 
ethers^  prei  tempore ;  that  the  aathevtty  gfant- 
ed  by  the  kincr,  was  much  abased  in  the^ 


cation  thereet',  to  the  intokrable  grievance-of 
tiiesttl^^ ;  nsbd,  lasd|r>  that  nuwh  impissthre 
vvas  used  in  the  tradeX 

Ottkr  it>  pre/tfet^  Lorde from  Mpimhiimin 
ikeir  ornn  Uffium  at  CmmiHieSf  /^c]  Tim 
Un4  Chnmbntlnin  tbenetnod  uf,  a^declMP«l 
to  the  hoi«e» '« Xhnv  U  the  said-i 
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bad  utradcd,  to  their  disMhradtage ;  by  en-  I 
oroafcbing  upon  it  W  littlo  and  little,  wlien 
they  were  not  careful  of  it.     But  withal,  they 
told  hu  inai.  that  this  was  uo  part  of  tlieir 
«rraod  to  him;  and  therefore  be»ought  him 
to  conceive,  that  what  they  spoke  was  only  as 
private  men,  who  were  no  way  authorized,  at 
this  time,  in  these  points,  from  the  house,    lits 
ma),  saidy  ^  That  be  understood  it  so,  but  de- 
sired them  to  ansuer  him  one  question  inge- 
nuously,  which  was,  Whetlier    they  tlmu^ht 
protestation,  upon  Honour  or  Oath,  to  biud 
tliem  more."    To  which  the  Lords  all  ansxtcr- 
ed,  unii  voce,  That  they  conceived  proteista- 
tion,  upon  honour,  to  bind  more  than  oath  did  ; 
as  being  the  same  before  God  and  before  the 
world;  and,  in  reganl  to  the  trust  given  to 
tl>eir  degree,  a  fur  greater  charge.     Adding, 
tlmt  they  conceived  tiie  constant  and  undoubt- 
ed  usage  of  irviug  peers,  for  their  htmours, 
blood,  lives  aud  estates,  upon  their  honour 
only,  did   plainly   prove    it;    and   that  they 
thought  110  past  a«;e  had  produced  any  exumple 
of  inomveuicuce  in  the  practice  of  it.     His 
uinj.  seemed  fully  satisfied,  and  bid  them  tell 
the  house  from  him,  "  That  lie  willingly  agreed 
to  this  privilege,  so  as  tliey  would  take  care 
tJie  common  justice  of  this  kingdom  might  not 
sutTer  in  it.     And  that  he  was  so  far  from  di- 
niinishiug  their  privileges,  tlmt  he  would  rather 
add  unto  tlieni  any  that  were  fit.'' 
•   March  13.    The  names  of  the  committee 
for  the  Contercncc,  to  be  had  this  morning, 
ivith  the  Commons,  were  read.     Moved   by 
the'Carl  of  Arundele,  ''  That  the  whole  house 
(us  a  committee)  might  consider  of  the  business 
now  to  be  handled^  in  the  Conference,  with 
the  Commons;  which  was  generally  acrreed  to. 
Whereupon  the  Iiord  Chaucellor,  inovmg  from 
his  place  to  his  seat  as  a  peer,  after  l«)ng  de- 
bate, it  was  concluded  aud  agreed  to,  That  the 
lord  chamberlain  should  begin  the  said  Con- 
ference^ and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  of 
the  Lords  of  the  said  comouttee  freely  to  ques- 
tiou  with  the  Commons ;  to  this  intent  only,  to 
b«  informed  of  their  proofs  of  the  Grievances 
of'which  Xhey  complain ;  and,  to  that  end,  to 
enter  into  disputes  and  arguments  with  them, 
and  to  Appoint  another  meeting,  if  the  cause 
iUali  86  requiw.  It  was  further  agreed,  "  lliat 
xlie  nttomey-general  should  be  assistant  to  the 
^lid  Lords  o(  the  committee ;  and  shmild  take 
notnof  tiie  proofs  produced  in  the  conference ; 
and  tb^  aAy  lord  might  also  take  notes  thereof, 
and  compsire  the  same  with  others*    The  lord 
chamberlain  to  make  rep^  thereof  to  tlie 
house." — At  the  return  of   the   Committee 
from  t  lie  conference,  the  lord  chamberlain  re- 
ported,   Ibat  the  committee  of  the  Lower 
llouso  desired  to  be  excuned  from  entering 
into  verbal  information  and  disputes,  /or  that 
thcf  had  no  autliority  so  to  dot    But  that  they 
huiubly  desired  leave  to  return  to  their  house 
for  siK^  aathority,  and  to  meet  again  upon  the 
tame  business.'' 

in  the  Jtmmals  g(  the  Commons  of  this  day, 
»  an  entry,  «  Ths^  wh^n  sir  £4w.  Coke  nmde 


the  Report  of  this  last  Conference,  in  that 
house;  he  told  them.  That  their  proeeedings 
were  highly  applauded,  both  by  die  Prince 
and  all  the  Lords.  And  the  lord  of  Bucks, 
having  leave  to  speak,  delivered  himself  to 
this  effect :  he  first  said,  «  That  the  king  was 
both  passive  and  active  in  these  affairs :  pasMvc 
by  his  maj.'s  gracious  acceptance  of  these 
proceedings  in  pari,  which  was  olain  t||ait  the 
king  loved  plainness :  active  in  that  he  strikes 
whilst  the  iron  is  hot ;  and  since  the  king  was 
willing  to  grant  all  we  can  a^k,  let  us  leave 
formality  and  ask  real  things.  Thnt,  for  h» 
own  part,  since  he  had  been  righted  in  their 
house,  he  would  do  all  his  best  endeavours  to 
further  the  pood  both  of  king  and  kingdom.; 
which  could  not  be  severed,  llmt  now  be 
knew  the  wisdom  of  parliaments,  he  wonld 
submit  himself  to  be  a  scholar  to  thein.  Tlmt 
two  of  his  brothers  being  drawn  into  Question 
on  these  affairs,  he  would  not  defend  them ; 
but  leave  them  to  tlic  censure  of  pari.  TThat 
he  who  begot  these '  two  had  also  begot  one 
who  would  seek  for  their  punishment." 

The  iame  day  a  Message  from  the  CoromoBS 
was  brought  by  sir  Edw.  Coke  and  others, 
viy..  "  That  whereas,  at  a  meeting  for  a  confer- 
ence this  morning,  the  lords  committees  of 
this  lion,  house  desired  to  receive  of  thcra^  not 
only  all  letters-patent  and  other  writings,  hut 
also  verbal  informations  of  all  other  matters 
whcreijf  they  had  made  use  in  the  proof  of 
tlieir  Grie^nces,  now  complained  of:  ^  and 
forasmuch  as  then  tliey  had  no  authority  to 
enter  into  dispute,  or  to  give  any  verbal  infor- 
mation tliereof,  they  had  htnnbly  desired  leave 
to  return  to  their  house  to  receive  such  autho- 
rity fbr  the  same :  they  do  now  humbly  ih*- 
plore  another  mcetingi  on  Thursday  next,  bv 
9  iu  the  mornins,  at  such  place  as  their  iord- 
ships  shall  appoint ;  and  they  will  come  pre- 
pared to  give  them  full  sadsfection."  Ans, 
*•  The  Lords  have  considered'  of  this  dieir  re- 
quest and  will  meet  tliem,  at  the  dme  desired, 
in  the  Painted  Chamber.  Nothing  else  mate- 
rial done.    Adjourned  to  Thursday. 

]<epi*rt  from  the  Committee  on  GrirvancesJ] 
March  15th.  When  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  ready  to  go  to  the  Confereaice 
about  Grievances,'  the  lord  treasurer  declared, 
"  That  as  every  man  •  ouglit  to  have  a  high 
esteem  of  his  honour,  so  he  ought  not  to  be  so 
rash  as  to  infringe  the  orders  of  this  boo. 
house;  Thattnany  might  think  him  peremp- 
tory, in  defence  of  his  honour,  the  other  day ; 
but  he  protested  it  was  not  out  of  any  pride ; 
fbr  lie  treely  confessed  he  spake,  at  thie  last 
Conference,  more  than  ho  ought,  by  the  an- 
xient  orders  of  diis  house;  but  he  neither 
loved  error,  nor  will  contemn  order;  and 
therefore  moved,  That  whatsoever  vras  spol^eii 
of  him,  or  by  himj;  mi||ht  not  be jpr^ndicial  m 
their  proceedings  in  ^ms  bttsiness. 

After  tbe  Conference  the  lord  chambeihdn 
reported  to  the  whole  house  what  had  heed 
done  at  it;  which  was  to  thiseflfect:  *»That 
the  Coirai^ns  had  delivered  in  a  DedmiioB 
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of  their  Grievances,  and  the  capita  of  their 
proofs,  in  writing,  sub  protesiatione  not  to  be 
a  precedent  for  them  to  deliver  in  their  proofs, 
in  writins  hereafter.  Th<*ir  Grievances  were 
eroundeu  upon  grants  of  (he  Forfeitures  and 
Dispensations  of  penal  statutes,  f<ir  Inns, 
erants  of  Monopohes  for  Grold  and  Silver- 
f  hreiul,  and  grants  of  Concealments.  Touch- 
ing penal  statuteft,  they  higldj  commended  his 
maj/s  care,  both  now  and  in  former  tiiue^,  in 
referring  the  same  to  the  Judges  and  his  privy- 
council,  and  hb  resolution  not  to  grant  Di&- 
pensacions  therein. .  For  tho  grants  of  Mono- 
polies, they  shewed,  that  many  grants  of  the 
tike  nature  have  been  questioned  in  tormer 
times,  and  resolved  to  be  unlawful,  l^or  in- 
stance, in  the  Monopoly  of  sweet.  Wines, 
granted  by  king  Philip  to  the  town  of  South- 
ampton. '  The  monopoly  of  Starch.  Mono- 
poly for  making  Salt  f^ljudged  void ;  for  that 
the  invention  alledsed  m  the  grant  was  not 
new.  Monopoly  of  Tjain  Oil.  Monopoly  for 
Cards.  As  to  the  grants  of  Conccuiments, 
they  shewed  how  dishonourable  it  wtis  for  any 
lord  to  grant  the  like,  much  more  ibr  a  king : 
that  a  cathedral  church  and  13  hospitals  were 
swallow* ed  up  thereby ;  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  king's  royal  direction  in  his  Book  of 
Bounty;  wherein  he  refiiseth  to  he  moved 
with  grants  of  that  nature.  They  set  forth 
their  care  in  these  3  points,  y'u,  1.  Not  to 
meddle  with  the  king's  prerojrative ;  2.  To 
preserve  the  king's  honour ;  8.  To  restore  tlie 
subjects  their  wealtli.  That  they  had  deli- 
vered the  Patents,  Commissions,  and  other 
Writings,  demanded  of  them.  Two  of  the 
peclaraiions  of  the  said  Grievances,  concern- 
ing Inns  ai)d  Concealments,  wcpe  then  read.** — 

After  this,  the  lord  Wentworth  moved,  and 
it  was  ordered,  Tliat  no  bill  but  the  prince's 
bill  should  be  read,  until  the  business  of  sir 
Giles  Mompesson  be  past  and  determined. 
The  house  to  sit  on  convocation  days,  fur  the 
more  speedy  dispatch  of  that  business.  Ad- 
journed till  two  in  the  afternoon. 

Proceedings  relative  to  the  Grievances.'] 
March  Uth,  P.  M.  The  third  Declaration  of 
Grievances,  concerning  Gold  and  Silver- 
Thread,  was  read.  The  lord  chancellor  open- 
ed the  most  considerable  points  in  it,  which  he 
conceived  to  be  five  :  1st,  the  Patents,  which 
are  three,  and  the  points  in  law  concerning  the 
same.  Next,  What  Parties  arc  to  be  charged 
for  the  sam&  The  proofe,  wherein  are  to  be 
considered  what  liath  been  delivered  by  the 
Commons;  and  what  may  be  further  lound 
out,  and .  how.  The  Panishment  to  be  inflicted 
on  the  Ofiender. .  Lastly,  tlte  precedents  and 
manner  of  the  punishment,  accordiog  to  die 
quality  of  the  offender. 

It  was  then  debated  by  the  Lords  on  which 
of  these  points  to  begin ;  and  that  it  might  be 
carried  on  more  fseely,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
whole  bouse  shouM  be  acoinmittee,  ad  libitum ; 
9n  which  the  chancellor  left  his  place,  and  sat 
as  a  peer.  It  wa»  moved  by  the  lord  Spencer, 
tpdsepnodedbj  tla^  lord  Wenowctb^  That  sir 


Allen  Apsley,  with  Twedy,  Wilmot  apd  Ferr^, 
who  abused  the  execution  of  thosi;  Patent:*, 
should  be  sent  for  and  Ammictcd  to  custody; 
The  carl  of  Sourlmmpton  moved,  >'  To  be- 
gin first  with  the  execution  of  the  Patents  by 
the  patentees  and  their  agents;  and,  as  there 
were  3  Puttcius  complained  of,  to  appoints 
committees,  of  a  new  nnmbcr,  each  committee 
to  examine  the  execution  of  one  Patent.  A  \^o 
because  the  Lower  House  could  not,  nor  did 
not,  take  the  examinations,  to  ihcm  delivered 
on  oath ;  therefore  that  the  witnesses  might 
be  sent  tor,  and  sworn  to  their  examination>.'^ 
Which  motion  wns  seconded  .by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor with  this  addition,  "  That  the  oath  is  to 
be ^i\nen  publickly  in  the  house;  for  that  it 
could  not  be  admuiistred  in  a  committee."  Alt 
which  motions,  on  the  question,  were  agreed 
to. — Next  follows  the  names  of  the  Lofds  ap-^ 
pointed  for  (he  3  Committees,  with  the  order  of 
the  times  ti>r  sitting. 

March  16.  The  lord  chamberlain,  being  tho 
first  of  the  committee  on  the  Grievance?*  by 
the  Patent  of  Inns,  declared,  ♦•  Tliat  whereas  it 
w  as  yesterday  ordered  that  parties,  whose  exa* 
niinalious  were  to  be  taken  on  oath,  should  ho 
sworn  in  open  court,  it  appeared  that  the  gen^' 
tleuien  underiiamed,  whose  testimony  is  very 
necessary,  are  members  of  the  Lower  Housed 
and  tberetore  he  desired,  that  a  message  should 
be  first  sent,  with  groat  resfiect,  to  the  othci' 
house,  before  tlicy  be  sworn.  Their  names 
were  sir  Francis  Kane,  knt. ;  sir  Rd.  Titcbbuyn, 
knt. ;  sir  Fran.  Goodwin,  knt. ;  John  Drake, 
esq;  and  Rd.  \yesion,  esq;  A  message  was 
accordingly  .sent  to  the  Commons  m  ho  returned 
for  answer,  '*  That  as  it  was  a  matter  of  creaf 
and  %veighty  conseqneoce,  they  would  t»ke  it 
into  coosideratiou,  and  send  an  answer  by 
messengers  of  their  own,"  This  occasioned  a 
long  debate  in  tliat  House,  in  the  course  of 
which. 

Sir  FMtc.  Coke  said,  diat  every  one  who  sit- 
teth  here  is  as  a  judge,  and  hath  a  vote  nega- 
tive in  the  making  of  the  laws  of  tliis  kingdom : 
tliat  the  Judges  of  the  Commoi^  Pleas,  or  of 
afiy  court,  arc  never  sworn  as  witnesses  in  any 
case,  albeit  they  know  of  sometliing  concern;^ 
ing  it,  and  can  testily  in  it;  but,  if  their  kimw- 
ledge  be  asked,  they  answer  it  without  an  oath : 
that  no  .lodge  of  the  Star-Chamber  chn'be' 
served  \tith  a  subpoena  ad  testificandum  in  that 
court;  and  therelore  none  of  us  are  to  be  ex<i> 
amin^  as  witnesses  in  any  thing  wliereof  this 
House  with  the  Lords  are  to  be  judges. 

Mr,  Noife,  That  the  Lorck  have  no  more' 
reason  to  desire  any  of  as  to  oe  sworn  to  any 
thing  that  we  have  delivered  to  them^  and 
wherein  we  desire  them  to  join  with  us,  than 
we  hare  to  crave  to  examine  any  of  them  foe 
any  thing  that  we  receive  from  them. 

Sir  lUAert  FtulUfs.    That,  had  the  Lorc^  • 
been  acquainted  wiro  such  cases  as  that  which 
we  have  sent  them,  they  would  not  hii.ye  sent 
to  us  a  message  to  have  any  of  us  sworn  as  wit 
nesses:  but  desiretb,  that  this  may  not  breed 
(as  it  is  to  be  doubt^  soma  set  it  up  foot  fo^ 
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that  purpose)  any  jtir  between  us  and  the 
Lords,  and  so  hinder  our  proceedings  in  tb€ 
great  business  we  h«^  in  hand:  that  \ve  may 
answer,  that  since  it'  is  a  thing  that  may  be 
prejudicial  unto  us,. that  their  lordships  will  be 
pleased  to  prooecd  on  that  which  we  have 
done;  and,  if  tlicy  doubt  of  any  thing,  that 
records  may  be  looked  into,  which  wjll  ckar 
all  the  luaterial  doubts  and  points  of  that  bu- 
siness. ^ 

Sir  Eda?,  Coke.  That  fej*  a  HKtmber  of  this 
house  to  he  examined  on  oath  in  a  business 
scut  from  us  to  the  Lords  was  never  before 
desired :  that  we  were  be6t  to  an&wer,  that  we 
have  no  precedents  that  ever  it  w«^  done,  and 
that  theve  is  no  necessity  in  it,  because  the 
greatcj^t  matters  are  feolftciently  proved. 

Mr.  Wsnircorth.  That  we  with  the  Lords 
are  but  ona  body,  and  thercibfe  are  not  to  be 
Examined  on  oath ;  but  we  may  attend  them 
to  answer  by  word  without  oath  te  aftrm  what 
they  shall  desire  to  be  Si^rm^. 

Sir  r/ft«.  Rnwe.  That  we,  having  already 
adjudged  the  business^  are  not  to  be  called  as 
witnesses. 

The  Cltmc^llor  of  the  Dntchif.  That,  if  we 
will  iH)t  have  a  member  of  this  house  to  be 
cabled  to  witness  on  his  oath,  then  what  will 
becon^  of  the  business  i^nst  the  Lor4  Chaft- 
^Uor,  which  is  principally  testified  by  two 
ipenibers  oi'  this  house. 

.  air  Ihtdiejf  J^^g**  That  the  business  against 
^he  Lord  Chancellor  is  not  of  this  kind;  and, 
iji  the  v\  i^oeases  against  him  be  found  guilty  of 
the  delivery  of  the  corruption  and  bribes,  that 
lliey  are  then  to  be  held  (in  his  judgment)  un- 
worthy to  bit  as  members  in  tliis  liouse. 
.  Mr.  Afford  hold^th  it  a  preposterous  thing 
to  be  cahqd  jm  witnesses  in  a  busiuesS)  where 
WQ  l»a»e  before  been  judges 
.  JWUirch  17,  A  Menage  from  tbeLower  House, 
by  sir  E.  Coke,  and  others,  intimating,  "  That 
the  Conimons  had  been  acquainted  some  pnn-> 
cipul  peraoDS.of  their  house  were  detured  to 
testify,  upon  oaith,  tlieir  knowledge  concerning 
the  Grievances  complained  against  that  wretch- 
ed man,  sir  Giles  Momi>es8on,nnd  others :  that 
the  parties  so  requirea  had  oifered  th€tnseive» 
to  be  sworn ;  and  tliorefore  that  house  will  not 
be  scrupulous  herein,  as  the  Lords  may  per- 
ceive their  concurrence  a^d  readiness  to  eiqie- 
dite  that  business :"  which  messup^  mis  gm^ 
fully  ac^iowledgcd  by  the  Lorcfii.  And  the 
afofCsaid  5  members  de^in|  aday^s.retpit*  to 
put  down  tl>eir  several  dispositions  in  writis^,to 
wl^h  they. were  to  b«  •»wm,  iX  woe  granted. 

MarchilO.  A  MefB(Htm<biia  is  entered,  That 
\\y  reason  of  want  of  healtlv.afid  indispoiiitioft  of 
the  Lord  ChanoeUor,  a  oooHnisSioD  was.awcird* 
ed  to  sir  Jamc«iL<^^  knt.  a«d.bart.  lord  chiel 
justice  of  the  kingfs  bench,  "isned  by  tiie  kiag^ 
^nd  mider  the  broad  ^al^  to  Mrecnte  tlmt  offlce 
in  his  stead.  We  shall  so^  imA  what  inas  the 
I/)rd  Chancellor's  illnesa. 

The  same  day  a  Mess^  mia^eot  from  the 
Commons  by  sir  Fulk  Grarile,  and  otbeis^ 
*'  That  the  knight^  citiseofl  wKlhiMgeisti  of 


that  house  have  tent  up  to  the  Lor^  «  ImU  of 
Subsidies  ;  which,  as  it  passed  that  hooae  wrkk 
great  and  general  alacrity  aad  evpeditmi,  tbejr 
doubted  not  but  the  lords  will,  with  tlur  Mkm 
chearfulness,  expedite  tbe  sanie.*' 

In  the  midst  of  their  in<|iuricfl  tnco  pobtic 
Grievances,  the  Commons  had  thought  fit  to 
consider  the  neceasities  of  the  state,  and  i^rant 
the  king  a  Supply. 

The  Subtidjf  Mill  pamd   anamamtf^.T-* 
March  IS.    The  Subsidy  Bill  wat  dehmita  m 
that  house,  and,  at  ]ml  put  to  two  qucnikwii, 
whether  the  bill  should  be  recooimittad  ?  whidi 
passed  in  the  nmtive;  and,  whedmr  to  be 
engrossed,  or  noT  whie^  last  was  carried  for 
engrossin|£,  without  one  negative  toic«.     On 
the  18th  it  passed  the  Lower  iloase»  aji4  w«a 
ordered  to  be  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  aa  above* 
mentioned,    ^e  cannot  omilf  that  a  Mosaae^ 
from  the  Ktt^  was  dehvei«d  to  this  bouae,  oq 
their  unam»ity,  &c.  in  passing  the  Sttbeidf 
bill,  '<  That  he  returned  tnam  thanks  for  tbmt 
cliearfulness  iji  it;  aod  lookod  iaoo  it ; 
ing  him  their  hearts  and  aU.''*-WheA  thatl 
for  granting  two  entire  SubsldieSi  by  the  ta 
porality,  was  read  a  first  time  by  the  Loviiy 
the  lord  chief  justice  repeated  the  lalt  preriso 
el*  the  act,  which  dechtfeei,  "  That  since  h  it 
not  usual  to  grant  a  Subsidy  at  the  begs»>Mig 
of  a  pari,  they  desire  ii  may  not  be  drawn  into 
a  precedent,  nor  be  prejudicial  hereaAecv  aa 
the  royal  assant  mav  be  gtven,  by  eowiiaiMann, 
or  otherwise,,  for  tne  apeedV  levying  of  the 
same,  the  pari,  stitl  sitting^^     Ordered  thai 
this  bill  be  read  again  in  tha  afternoon. 

Another  Message  came  from  the  Cosmsoos^ 
brought  by  Sir  Rob.  Philipa,.and  others,  **  Thac^ 
ia  their  search  into  the  Abuses  of  Coart%  the]F 
found  Abuses  in  certain  eminent  peraons;  for 
the  which  they  dosine  a  Coalercdce,  that  snob 
Qourfte  may  be  taken  for  the  redress  theieef,  as 
should  stand  i^ith  the  honour  and  dignity  of  a 
pari.  The  tame,  place,  and  nunkber  ot  ceoir 
mictces,  they  faunibly  leave  to  their  lowlshifs.'* 
Answer  was  returned,  <'  That  the  Lords  waea 
well  pleased  to  accept  of  the  Confiteenoe  re- 
quired ;  the  connnitiae  to  he  of  their  whak 
iKMise,  and  at  9  this  aftemem^  in  the  Feinted 
Chamber. 

]Vfar(ihl9)P.  M.  Theleid  traaiiuat  jataBSed, 
with  the  committoe  of  the.  ^diole  faoiise,  front 
the^  Conference;  and,  being  to  make  the  Ba» 
port,  told  the  lord^  thar  he  doiire^  nnpiie  tsih 
the  neat moniiag»  that  hemigBt,  inihe  ntoasa 
lime,  pemaa  his  notes  talocn.  tbereo^«*^'£hia 
day  cottdtKbe  urith  a  Utonomndisa^  Untf 
whereas^  in  the  Subsidy  UlL  graatadi  b^ 
ItuMr,  the  University.' cat  Oxfcffd 
before  the  Umfermfj  of.  Gagbsa%au  ilc  wan 
mu"h  debated  by  the  Lonb  Wba^  coarsn  we» 
te  be  takenier -air  eqniltiyi  hilw  uaiKhaij  Aat 
the  oae  might  not  havft>tba  pirtirtwiiy  af  the 
other.  ButtnQtlneg  #aiX)encl«iBil  «tt»  i 
this  matter,  atrthatrthne. 

Compf^ini'  afaimt.  hMi  < 
aa^  the  bfk  ^  IjBm4itf^;^<kmi^ffia^  Be« 
;fot&  MB  pinoMd.09  thii  Bepfift^  it    ——^    - 
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ro  Uok  back  a  little  into  the  Journals  of  the 
CommoBS^  for  the  beginning  of  this  business 
-against  so  renow-ned  a  man,  as  sir  Francis  Ba- 
;con,  lord  Vcrulam.  March  15th,  sir  Rob.  Phi- 
lips made  a  Report  from-  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
Courts  of  Justice,  which  he  divided  into  three 
parts ;  the  person  i^Hiust  whom ;  tiie  matter ; 
and  the  opinion  of  the  committee  upon  it,  with 
4he  desire  of  further  direction  from  the  boost. 
The  person,  be  said,  was  the  Lord  Chaucelior; 
•  man  excellently  well  endowed  with  all  oarts 
of  nature  and  art;  of  whom  he  would  not 
ipeak  much,  because  he  could  not  speak 
eaoMgh.  He  then*  proceeded  to  accuse  the 
iord  chancellor  of  Corruption,  and  opened  the 
jMUure  of  the  evidence  to  prove  it ;  but,  as  thb 
witt  tfjpt^  much  clearer  in  the  Trial  of  tlie 
Xard  Chancellor  before  the  Lords,  we  shall 
potcpone  it  tiU  tIten.*-The  Commons,  pursuing 
.  this  enquiry  in  their  own  house,  on  the  19th 
jeceiv«d  a  Message  from  the  king  by  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  state,  '*  That  the  pari,  had 
mow  sat  long,  and  Easter  being  at  band;  he 
left  the  time  of  cessation  to  that  house :  that 
hia  maj.  named  Tuesday,  the  lOtb  of  April, 
if  they  thought  proper ;  but  this  of  their  own 
choice." — His  m^csty  taking  notice  of  the 
Complaint  against  the  Lord  Chancellor,  said, 
"  That  he  was  very  sorry  a  person  so  much 
advanced  by  him,  and  sitting  in  so  high  a  place, 
should  bo  suspected.  That  he  cannot  answer 
lor  all  others  under  him,  though  his  care  in 
the  choice  of  Judges  had  been  great ;  but  if 
this  accusation  shmild  be  proved,  his  majesty 
would  punish  him  to  the  tull.  That  the  king 
would,  if  it  be  thought  fitting  here,  grant  a 
Commission  under  the  great  seal  of  England, 
to  examine  all  upon  oath  that  can  speak  in 
this  bttSiuess.  The  commissioners  to  be  six  of 
the  Upper  House,  to  be  ciioseu  by  tbcro,  and 
12  to  be  elected  by  this  house.  That  his  maj. 
Was  sorry  the  Chancellor  should  be  so  ques- 
tioned, and  hoped  he  would  be  cleared ;  but, 
if  not,  assured  die  house  that  he  would  punish 
him  to  the  foil.*' — ^Thisroessage  was  most  grate- 
fully taken  by  the  Commons;  but,  the  matter 
being  to  come  before  the  Lords,  the  oiler  of  a 
commission,  for  examining  on  oath,  was  need- 
iest; so  it  was  sent  up  to  that  house  as  albre- 
•aid« 

March  liO.  The  Lord  Treasurer  reported 
the  Conference  yesterday  with  the  Commons; 
In  whieh  ho  informed  their  lordships  of  gfeat 
Abittea^ia  ike  Coims  of  Justice.  This  he  di- 
vkM  into  three  pavtt:-^l»  Of  the  Persons  ac- 
cused. A.  01^  the  Matters  objected  against 
tikmmu  9i  Tbo  Proofs.  The  Persons  werd  tbo 
kfd  ohnttMll6t^«f  EflflhMMi,  and  dr.  Field,  lord 

S^  of  Labditf.  ThemcoMparablo  good  parti 
the  Lord  Chancellor  wejehigbhf  commewd^ 
od;  thotpta»hehi>ldajftap(ifiied,  from  whence 
Wvmy,  jo»lic%  and- mercy  ware  to  be  distr>* 
iHitwi  to  dfli  sabytctS)  with  which  he  was  solely 
inirasiad;  fSl»tk>taUgraat Causa wtcm  drawn, 
mad  horn  whenco  no  Appeal  lay  for  anv  in-^ 
j«itic^Mrwioi]gdM(»y6a^'t^thepaiL    fhat 


the  lord  chancellor  is  accused  of  Bribery  and 
Corruption,  committed  by  him  in  thi:i  his  emi- 
nent place ;  of  which  two  Cases  were  alleged, 
the  one  concerning  Christ.  Aubrey,  tiio  other 
Edvv.  Ej!;erton.   In  the  Cause  between  this  Au- 
brey and  sir  Wro.  Bronckcr,  Aubrey  faring 
some  hard  measure,  was  advised  to  give  the 
loid  chanc.   lOOl,  wiiich  he  delivered  to  his 
counsel,  sir  Geo.  Hastings,  and  he  to  the  lord 
chancellor.    The  proceedings  in  tliis  businesa 
gohig  on  yet,  but  slowly,  Aubrey  wrota  several 
letters,  and  dehvered  them  to  the  loitl  chane.; 
but  could  never  get  any  answer  from  him,  tii, 
at  last,  delivering  another  letter  to  him,  thfe 
chaiioelbr  told  him,  that  *  if  he  importuned 
him  again  he  would  lay  him  hj  the  hisels.'  llifc 
proofs  of  this  accusatioa  arehve. — 1.  ShrOeo. 
Hastings  related  ft  long  since  to  sir  Geo.  Mo»^ 
tagae.     9.  The  lord  cnanc.  fearing  dug  would 
be  complained  of,  desired  nience  of  sir  Geo. 
Hastings.    S.  Sir  George  Hastiogi*s  testhaonv 
thereof;  which  was  not  voluntary,  but  ui^cf. 
4.  The  lord  chauc.  desired  sir  peo.  Hastings, 
to  bring  the  party,  Auhrey,  unto  him,  and  pro- 
mised redress  for  the  wrongs  done  to  him.    5. 
That  the  lord  chanc.  said  unto  sir  Geo,  Hastings, 
if  he  would  alhrm  the  giving  tins  lOOl.  his  lonl- 
ship  would  and  must  deny  it  upon  his  honour.-^ 
The  Case  of  Edward  Egerton  was  this:  There 
being  a  suit  depending  in  chancery,  between 
the  said  VAw.  and  sir  Rowland  ligifrton,  the 
former  presented  his  lordship,  a  little  after  he 
was  mane  lord  keeper,  with  a  bason  and  ewet* 
of  50l.  and  above;  and  afterwards  he  delivered 
to  sir  George  Hastings  and  sir  Rd.  Young,' 4001. 
in  gold,  to  be  presented  to  the  chancellor.     Sh: 
Rd.  Young  presented  it ;  and  his  lordship  to<^ 
and  poised  it,  and  said  it  was  too  much,  and 
returned  answer,  "  That  Mr.  Kgerton  had  not 
only  enriched  him,  but  had  laid  a  tye  npon  his 
lordship  to  do  hhn  favour  in  all  his  just  causes. 
'llie  proofs  are  tlie  testimony  of  sir  Geo.  Hast* 
ings,  and  one  Mcrcfill,  a  scrivener,  thus  faiv 
That  he  took  up  7001.  for  mr.  li^ei  ton  ;  who 
then  told  him  that  a  great  part  of  it  was  to  he 
given  to  the  lord  chanc. ;  and  that  mr.  Eger- 
ton afterwards  told  him  that  the  4001,  in  goM 
was,  accordingly;  given  to  the  lord  chanc." 

At  this  ConHrcnce  was  further  declared,  that 
a  bishop's  character  was  touched  in  this  aflair* 
whose  function  the  Commons  much  honoured, 
though  his  person  was  somewhat  tainted  thcre*> 
in.  The  aA'air  was  thus:  the  business  de- 
pending being  given  against  mr.  Eperton,  he 
procured  a  new  reference  thereof  from  tlic  kiug 
to  the  lord  chancellor :  his  lordship  first  de- 
manded the,  parties  to  be  bound  in  6000  marks. 
to  stand  to  his  award.  Maviiiii;  entered  both 
into  bond  fbr  that  purpose,  the  'chancelloi* 
awarded  the  mattet  agiiinst  Edw.  I^rton,  for 
sir  Rowland  Egerton.  The  former  refused  ttt 
stand  tb  the  said  award,  and  a  new  bill  xvns 
exhibited  in  diancei^.  Hereupon  his  lordship 
ordered,  that  the  bond  of  6000  marks  should  b(* 
assigned  unto  sir  Rowland  Egerron ;  and  he 
to  pot  the  same  in  suit  in  his  lordt>hip'»  nuuie. 
The  bibho]^  of  XandaOT^  as  a  friend  uuto  Kdtv. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


t«!l]       PARL.  HISTORY,  13  James  I.  IG^O.-^lvrd  Bacon's  LctUrio  the  Tj>rds.       {l^tS 


K^erton,  admcth  with  Randolph  Davenport, 
aud  one  Butler  who  is  since  dead  ;  to  endeavour 
to  procure  a  Uaj  of  tlie  decree  upon  tliat 
*ward,  and  a  new  hoarins.  It  was  agreed  that 
(iOOOL  should  he  gi\en  tor  thiniiy  inr.  Tt^ertou, 
So  b«  !»harc*d  amongst  tlicm  and  certain  hon. 
pen»ons;  ami  a  recognbancc  of  10,000l.  was 
^required  by  the  bishop  from  mr.  F^erton,  for 
performance  thereof.  The  hihhop*s  share  of 
this  6(KK)1.  was  to  have  l>eeu  Mi  ^at  as  no 
cxHtrt  -of  ju^ic«  would  allow.  The  Commons 
produced  letters  of  the  bibhop's  naming  the 
iomy  and  setting  down  a  coutm:  liow  tliii>  60001. 
was  to  be  raised,  viz.  The  land  in  que;>tion  to 
be  decreed  to  mr.  Egerton,  mid  out  of  that 
tJie  uv)ney  to  be  levied ;  aad^  if  this  matter  was 
Bot  eflfetied,  theo  the  bishop  promised,  in 
verbo  sacerdotis,  to  deliver  up  the  recognizance 
to  be  cancelled*  1  lie  recof^nizaace  was  dialed, 
and  Davenport  ridos  to  court,  and  moved  the 
lord-«dmiral  for  his  letter  to  the  chancellor 
herein;  but  his  lordship  denied  to  meddle  in 
a  cause  depending  in  suit.  Then  the  said  Da- 
tcnport''es»ayed  to  get  the  king*.s  letter;  but 
bailed  in  that  also :  so  that  the  good  they  in- 
tended for  mr.  Egerton  was  not  elfected  ;  and 
Jet  the  bishop,  though  required,  refused  try  de- 
v«r  up  the  said  rcc«)gni2anre,  until  mr.  Kger- 
too  threatened   to  complain  thereof  to    the 

The  treasurer  also  declare<J,  "  That  the 
Commons  do  purpose,  if  any  more  of  this  kind 
flumld  happen  to  be  complained  of  before  tiicm, 
that  they  will  present  tlie  same  to  tlic  I/irds  ; 
wherein  they  shall  follow  ancient  precedeut«, 
which  shew,  that  ereat  parsooageK  have  been 
accased  for  the  like  crimes  in  pjirl.  Lastly, 
they  humbly  desired.  That  tbnismuch  us  this 
concen;s  a  person  of  so  great  cmineiuty,  it 
may  not  depdiul  long  before  their  lordships. 
That  the  examination  of  the  proofs  may  be  ex- 
pedited ;  and,  if  lie  be  found  guilty,  then  to  be 
punisiied,  if  not,  the  accuser  suffer  the  san)c." 

This  report  being  ended,  the  Lord-admiral 
acquainted  the  lords,  "  That  he  hail  been  twice 
with  the  lord-chancellor  to  visit  him,  being 
sent  by  the  kini^.  The  first  time  he  tbund  his 
lordship  very  sick  and  heavy  ;  the  second  time 
he  f(Hind  him  better  and  much  comforted,  be- 
cause he  had  heard  that  the  Complaint  of  the 
Commons  against  him  for  Grievances  was  come 
into  this  house,  where  he  assured  himself  to 
lind  honourable  justice.  In  conHdcuce  whereof 
his  lordship  had  written  a  letter  to  the  house  ; 
which  letter  the  lord-admiral  presented  to  be 
read»  as  follows : — 

Lotd  Bacon*s  letter  to  the  Lords.]  <*  To 
tiie  right  hon.  his  very  good  Lords,  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  the  Upper  House 
of  pari,  assembled. — My  very  good  lords,  I 
humbly  pray  your  lordslups  all  to  make  a  ior 
vourable  and  good  construction  of  my  abseuce ; 
it  is  no  feigning  nor  fainting,  but  sickness  both 
of  my  heart  and  of  my  back,  though ,ioined  with 
that  comfort  of  mind  that  persuadeth  me  that  I 
am  not  far  from  heaven,  wliercof  i  fcel  the  first 
fruiis :  Hnd,.bpcaase,  whether!  live  or  .die,  I 


should  be  glad  to  {iresenre  my  lioooor  and  fiune, 
as  far  as  1  am  Mortliy,  hearing  that  soin«  Coa»> 

{)laints  of  base  Bribery  are  (unnc  beR»re  ycKir 
ordshij>s,  my  requests  unto  your  lordships  are  ; 
1st,  That  you  \«  dl  maintain  mc  in  your  good 
opinion,  without  prejudice,  until  taj  cai^«   be 
heard.  2ndly,  lliut  in  rof^ard  i  have  sequestered 
my  mind  at  tliis  time,  m  great  part  oflT  frooa 
worldly  matters,  thinking  of  my  Accmmt  and 
Answer  in  a  higher  court ;  your  lord^lMps  wouM 
give  me  some  cou\*eoient  time,  accordti^  Co 
the  course  of  other  courts,  to  adi'ise  with  iii|r 
counsel  and  to  make  m?  Answer ;  wherein  ne- 
vertheless, my  counsel's  part  will  be  tiie  least. 
For  I  shall  not,  by  the  grace  of  God,  trick   up 
my  innocency  with  caviUations,  but  plain&j  and 
ingenuously,  as  your  lordships  know  my  mao- 
ner  is,  declare  what  I  know  or  reaaeniber: 
3rdly,  That  according  to  the  course  of  justice, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  except  to  the  wunesscs 
brought  against  me,  and  to  move  questtoos  ta 
your  lordships  of  their  c^oss  examinatiofia,  and 
likewise  to  province  my  own  witnesses  for  dis- 
covery of  the  truth.     And  laistly,  if  there  come 
any  more  petitions  of  that  nature,  tliat  your 
lordships  would  be  pleased  not  to  take  any 
prcjtxlice  or  apprehension  of  any  number  or 
muster  of  them,  especially,  against  a  Judge  that 
makes  2000  degrees  tmd  orders  in  a  year,  (not 
to  speak  of  the  courses  that  have  been  taken 
for  huntiug  out  complaints  against  me)  but  that 
I  may  answer  them  according  to  the  rales  of 
jtibtice,  severally  and  respectively,     lliese  pct 
quests  i  hope  appear  to  your  lordships  oo  other 
than  just;  and,  so,  thinking  myself  happy  to 
have  so  noble  peers  and  rev.  prelates  ta  cpscera 
of  my  cause,  and  desiring  no  privilege  of  great* 
i>ess  for  suhteHiige  of  guiltiness;  but  meaoiu^ 
as  I  said,  to  deal  fairly  and  plaiuly  with  your 
lordships  and  to  put  myself  upon  your  boDours 
and  favours ;  1  pray  God  to  bless  your  councils 
and  persons.    And  so  I  rest,  your  Idps.  bymbJe 
servant,  Fr.  St.  Alban,  Cane.  Marcli  9, 1620." 
The  Bp,  of  jLandaff's  Drfence.]    The  clerk 
having  read  tliis  letter,  the  bp.  ofLandaff  was 
admitted  to  speak  in  his  own  Defence,  on  the 
Accusation  of  Brocage,  in  a  Bribe  intended  to 
tlie  lord  chancellor,  in  mr.  Fgerton's  caoais. 
The  said  bishop  declared  his  great  grief,  "  That 
he  remained  accused,  arraigned,  condemned 
iutd  executed,  iu  dicta  causa.    For,  altlioogh 
he  should,  as  he  doubted  not  to  do,  clear  him- 
self, yet  the  scandal  would  not  die.  .  He  said 
that  the  party  wlio  acused  him  was  the  party 
grieved ;  a  man  weak  and  nmd  witli  afiHiction  ; 
and  as  for  theiiction  whereof  he  was  accused^ 
he  was  but  made  use  of  in  it.    Ue  wjas  re- 
quested, iirst  by  Francis  Jenour  but  re^is^  ; 
tnen  by  Tristram  Woodward,  and  then  he  also 
denied  it;  at  last  the  party  himself  requested 
him,  at  whose  tears  he  yielded  thus  far;  that 
the  party,  viz,  £dw.  Egerton,  might  ackuQw* 
ledge  unto: him  a  recognizance  of  6000L  it  va*. 
only  acknowledged,  not  enrolled,  nqr  intended 
to  be  enrolled ;  he  was  only  trusted  M^ith  it  fiti; 
mr.  Egerton's  ^ood,  Davenport .  and  othea 
were  tP  .be  the  actors.    That  he  diKh«rg^i)u^ 
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trust  accordingly,  though  Davenport  and  others 
importuned  hiui  to  the  contrary,  liis  aims  in 
this  action  were  two ;  the  one  charity,  to  do 
mr.  Egerton  good,  the  otlicr  to  prefer  a  bene- 
iicial  suit  to  an  hon.  friend  to  whom  he  owed 
his  very  life.     If  he  had  an  eye  to  some  private 

fain  to  himself^  liaving  a  wife  and  children, 
e  had  therein  sinned  against  God,  in  not  re- 
lying wlioHy  on  him  for  tlieir  maintenance; 
but  no  shore  in  the  sum  of  this  6()00l.  was  ever 
jHirposcd  unto  him,  and  upon  strict  examina- 
tion uf  his  conscience  therein,  he  protested, 
before  God,  in  whose  sight  he  stood,  and  be- 
fore this  hon.  assembly,  »  qui  estis  dij,  inquit,' 
That  he  was  not  to  htt%c  had  one  denier  of  a 
share  therein." 

When  the  bishop  had  ended  his  Defence, 
the  lord  chamberlain  moved.  That  for  the 
better  consideration  of  tins  busmess,  and  how 
to  proceed  to  the  proofs,  the  court  maybe 
adjourned,  ad  placitum,  and  the  whole  house 
sit  ns  a  committee;  whereupon  the  lord  chief 
justice  removed  to  his  place,  as  an  assistant, — 
i^ftcr  much  debate  tliereof,  the  lord  chief  jus- 
tice returned  to  his  seat  as  Speaker ;  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  a  Message  should  be  sent  to 
the  Commons,  declaring,  "  That  the  Lords, 
according  to  the  conference  ycstenlay,  have 
taken  consideration  of  the  Complaint  by  them 
made  against  tlic  lord  cltancellor  and  against 
the  lord  bp.  of  LandafiV  That  they  find  the 
Commons  have  nmde  use  of  3  letters,  written 
by  the  said  lord  bp.  of  Landaff,  and  of  other 
writings,  mentioned  by  them  in  the  said  Com- 
plaint ;  also  the  Testimony  of  two  gentlemen, 
nriembers  of  that  house,  sn*  Geo.  Hastings  and 
«ir  Rd.  Young ;  in  taking  whose  testimonies 
the  Lords  intend  not  to  touch  the  privileges  of 
their  house,  but  to  have  it  as  from  private  per- 
sons and  not  as  members  of  pari..  Lastly,  that 
the  Lords  may  also,  with  the  hke  respect,  de- 
sire the  testhnony  of  any  others,  though  mem- 
bers of  tliat  house,  if  cause  shall  require,  upon 
the  examination  of  the  abuses  complained  of." 
•  Ansuer,  **  That  tlie  said  two  gentlemen  will 
voluntarilv,  and  not  by  commandment  or  di- 
rection ol*  their  house,  attend  their  lordships ; 
and  that  all  letjrers  required  shall  be  sent  ac- 
cordingly. As  for  the  general  request.  That 
the  Lords  may  send  for  any  other  member  of 
that  house  to  be  examined,  herein  they  humbly 
pray  that  they  may  advise  tliereof."  Tlie  con- 
clusion of  this  matter  concerning  the  bi>hop, 
will  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  lords, 
under  May  30th  of  tliis  session. 
•  During  the  time  that  the  whole  house  snt  as 
a  committee,  as  aforesaid,  it  was  debated  and 
agreed  to,  that  the  parties  undernamed  should 
be  also  sent  ftw,  to  oc  sworn  and  examined  in 
this  business,  viz.  Cluist.  Aubrey,  £dw.  Eger- 
ton, Fnu  Jenour,  Ralph  Merefill,  Tristram 
Woodward,  Randolph  Davenport.  It  was  also 
moved  and  much  debated,  Whether  sir  Wm. 
Brotieker  tmd  tir  Rowland  Egerton,  the  two 
adversaries  of  Christ,  Aoiircy  and  Edw.  JEger- 
ton,  should  be  sent  for  to  be  examined,  wne* 
Aer  they  give  any  bnb«  on  their  part. 


It  was  moved  by  the  carl  of  Southampton 
and  agreed.  That  an  Answer  should  be  sent  to 
my  lord  chancellor's  Letter;  whereupon  a 
message  was  sent  to  him  to  this  efiect :  «  That 
the  Lords  received  his  Letter,  delivered  unto 
them  by  the  lord  admiral.  They  intended  to 
proceed  m  his  cause,  now  before  them,  accord- 
mg  to  the  right  rule  of  justice ;  and  they  should 
be  glad  if  his  lordship  shall  dear  his  honour 
therein.  To  which  end  they  pray  him  to  nro- 
vide  for  his  defence."  ^  ^ 

iMoved  bv  the  eari  of  Suffolk,  and  much  de- 
bated, touchmg  the  Precedency  and  Equality 
ol  the  two  Universities,  when  much  was  ai- 
ledged,  for  the  right  of  precedency,  in  feach  of 
them;  but  the  eari  of  Suffolk  desired  only  an 
equality  between  them;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  put  to  the  question  to-morrow,  after  the 
Subsidy  bill  was  read. 

March  20th,  P.  M.  An  Answer  was  brought 
^rom  the  lord  chancellor  to  the  Message  of  the 
Lords,  «  That  he  returned  them  humble 
thanks  for  their  assurance  of  justice  in  his 
cause,  and  weU- wishes  to  him  of  success.  The 
one  secures,  tlie  other  comforts  hhu.  That  he 
intends  to  put  their  lordships  in  mind  here- 
after of  some  points  contained  in  bis  Letter  • 
for  that  the  same  were  not  spoken  of  in  tlie 
message  delivered  unto  him."— Sir  Geo  Has- 
Uiigs  and  sir  Rd.  Young,  jurnti  il  voir  dire,  to 
all  questions,  asked  by  tlie  court,  or  committee 
or  by  any  authorized  by  the  court,  whether 
their  answers  be  by  word,  or  set  down  in 
wrmn^'.  Several  wiuiesses  sworn,  in  the  cause 
ot  Onevances  on  tlie  patent  for  Gold  and 
Sdvtr-1  bread.  Edw.  Egeiton  was  also  swora 
a  voir  dire,  &c.  after  which  he  delivered  a  Pc- 
tiuon  touching  the  Proceedings  in  bis  Cause 
in  Chancery;  *  cujusquidem  tenor  sequitur 
in  ha?c  verba.'  ^ 

A/r.  >:^*^/(m'*  PetUhn  ttgaimt  the  lord 
chancellor  Bacon,^  «  To  the  rt.  hon.  the  Lords 
bpu-itual  and  Temporal  in  the  present  pari  as- 
sembled. The  humble  petition  of  Edw.  Eger- 
ton, esq.  humbly  sheweth,  lliat  your  ^ti- 
tioner  being  unmarried,  and  sickly,  by  Inden- 
tures of  Uses,  and  other  Convevances,  entailed 
divers  manore  and  lands  in 'the  counties  of 
Chester  and  Staflford,  to  the  use  of  your  peti- 
Uoner,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  liody;  and 
for  detault  of  such  issue,  to  remain  to  sir  John 
it-gertdn,  and  his  heirs;  wliich  said  convey- 
ances were  voluntary,  without  any  considera- 
tion for  the  same,  and  with  power  of  rcvoca- 
uon.— That  sir  Jolm  Egerton  having  bv  deed 
executed  in  his  lifetime,  conveyed  all  his  own 
lands  unto  Rowland  Egerton,  his  son  and 
tjeir;  and  having  advanced  in  marriage  all  his 
daaghters,  did  make  Ids  last  will  and  testa- 
ment  in  wnting,  under  his  hand  aind  seal,  hav- 
'v^c^^*^"^**  the,8aid  Rowland,  in  a  statute 
ot  50001    to  perform  bis  stfid  will.-That  tlio 

devised  ail  his  lordships  manoi^,  lands,  tene- 
mente,  uid  heredititmenft,  to  your  petitioner 
and  btt  hens,  and  made  your  petitioner  sole 
executor.    By  which  said  wHl  all  the  estate  of 
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t^6aMi  »if  Jobiiy  in  tny  l^art  of  your  petition- 
iir*b  lancU,  (il*  lie  had  auj  c«t&te  therein,  a5  iM- 
ciecd  he  h^  iiot)  w»«  lawfulW  devised  to  your 
petitiooer,  and  hi»  heirs.^-^That  the  &aid  sk 
Uovvlaud  unduly  obtained  of  ^r  John  Bejuiet, 
lit.  letita:f  of  aivvaiiihttratioo,  to  be  granted  to 
two  of  his  sifters,  a^ter  the  said  will  was  exhi- 
bited to  be  proved ;  whereby  your  petitioner 
waspttt  to  fiUOOt  ck^ge  iu  suits  of  Ia>% . — Tliat 
sir  llowl^ud  hath  also,  by  indirect  means^  got 
iuto  his  hands  the  said  Indenture  of  Uses,  and 
9il  jKMur  peti&iotter's  other  writings  and  wi- 
dences,  a^  roAH»cth  to  let  him  see  the  said 
Indentures  of  Uses,  or  to  deliver  to  your  peti- 
tioner a  true  copy  thereof,  albeit,  in  law,  the 
same  doth  belong  to  ypur  petitioner. — ^lliat 
the  lord  EUesoiure,  late  lord  chancellor  of 
England,  before  tlif;  probate  of  tbe  said  will, 
did  decree.  That  the  said  sir  Rowland  sliould 
have  and  enjoy  the  manors  of  Urin  ILill  and 
lieywood-Barnes,  being  a  great  part  of  your 
petitioner's  inheritance,  worth  6001.  per  ann. 
with  any  cause  oi*  equity  contained  in  the  st^d 
decree. — ^That  vour  petitioner  made  humble 
suit  unto  the  right  hon.  Francis  vise.  st.  Alban, 
now  lord  chaoc.  of  £n<{land,  to  have  the  be- 
nefit of  a  subject  to  recover  iiis  ancient  inhe- 
ritance by  ordinary  course  of  law :  That  the 
present  chanceUor  took  from  your  petitioner 
4001.  in  gold,  and  52L  10s.  in  silver  plate; 
which  money  was  accepted  from  your  petiii- 
oner,  by  the  chancellor,  saying,  '  Your  peti* 
tioner  did  not  only  earich  him»  but  also  laid  a 
tye  upon  him  to  do  vour  petitioner  justice  in 
ius  nghiful  cause  :*  That  afterwards  the  said 
lord  cnanc.  sent  for  your  petitipner,  and  did, 
bjr  jgreat  oaths  and  prolesfiitions,  draw  your 
petitioner  to  seal  an  obligation  to  his  lordship 
of  10,000  uiarksj  to  stand  to  his  lorddliip  s 
award  for  all  the  lands  whereof  sir  John  Kger- 
ton  died  seized  on ;  but  not  for  any  other  of 
your  petitioner's  lands. — That  afterwards  your 
petitioner  was,  divers  times,  sent  for  by  Tho. 
Sbarpcigh,  then  steward  of  his  lordship's  house ; 
and  your  petitioner  was  several  tiracb  otfercd. 
That  if  he  would  presently  pay  1  lOOl.  in  ready 
money;  that  is  to  say,  lOUOl.  for  his  lordship, 
and  100).  i'(\T  the  said  Sharpcigh,  that  tiien 
your  petitioner  would  have  all  Ins  lands  de- 
qreed  uato  tiim;  vkliich  your  ()etitioner  could 
not  tlien  presently  pay  in  ready  money.— 1  hut 
afterwards  the  lord,  chancellor  did  not  only 
contirm  unto  the  said  sir  Houlaud,  the  lands 
wliich  liC  then  held  of  your  petitioner's  inlw?- 
ritauce,  being  w(orth  COOl.  per  unn.  but  he  did 
also  take  uway  from  your  petitioner  more 
lauds,  worth  15,000i.  and  decreed  the  same 
uato  the  sajd  sir  Uuiwla^«  who  dj4  not  uaake 
any  title  ther^oto  b«fure  the  said  bond  was 
tiUten,  or  the  de^ep  made.  Litewise  the 
lord  chancellor. did  dceree.  That  the  said  bond 
of  10,000  tnvlw^  uj^d«  by  your  p«^tioner  to 
th^  said  lord  ctmi^cellfMr  in,  his  oa<n  nan^^ 
should  be  s^t  oxwr  and  deUveredi  to  tbe  said 
sir  Ronvla|u)«  vfho  sLipuldrSlfte for.  tb^saoie  in 
the  lord  chau(;eDor's  nftm^p  and  recover  on  it 
to  his  own  usc.--*T)ie  Wfd  chancellor,  did  for* 


ther  decree,  That  your  petitioner  shall  not 
takt  the  benefit  of  tbe  statute  of  50001.  made 
by  the  said  sir  Rowland,  to  perlbrm  tbe  will ; 
and  your  petitioner  is  restrained,  by  the  said 
decree,  from  the  betie^  of  a  sul^ect  to  reco- 
ver his  right,  by  the  ordinair  cour^  of  common 
law,  without  any  cause  of  equity  set  forth  in 
the  Jaiid  decree. — ^That  your  petitioner  having 
spent  60001.  in  suit  at  law,  and  being  deprived 
of  a(l  his  said  evidences,  being  utterly  impo* 
teridhcd  by  the  evil  deaUn^  of  the  said  lord 
chancellor,  and  by  the  indirect  practices  of 
the  said  sir  Rowland,  is  likely  to  be  defrauded 
of  all  his  ancient  inheritance,  contrary  to  the 
common  justice  of  the  land,  except  he  be  re- 
lieved herein   by  this  high   court  oi  pari. — 
Your  petitioner  humbly  prayeth,  that  the  said 
sir  Rowland  may  be  ordered  to  produce  and 
bring  forth,  upon  oath',  all  such  Indentures  of 
Uses,  Writings,  and  ]L\  idences,  as  he  hath,  or 
any  other  hath  to  l)b  use,  concerning  your 
petitioner's  said  lands,  and  whereby  he  claim- 
cth.any  estate  in  the  lands,  to  the  end  your 
honours  may  judge  thereof,  and  do  therein 
further,  as  to  your  wisdoms,  shall  seem  to 
stand  with  justice." 

After  thb  Petition  was  read,  mr.  Egerton  ^f- 
firmed  upon  his  oath,  that  the  contents  of  it 
were  true;  and  he  was  afterwards  examined 
further  in  open  court.  Rob.  Sharpeigh,  esq. 
Randolph  Davenport  and  Christ.  Aubrey,  were 
also  sworn  and  examined. 

March  '21.  At  the  request  of  mr.  ^ertop^ 
3  more  witnesses  were  sworn  and  examined  in 
his  Cause :  and  maiiy  more  w  ituesses  offering 
themselves  to  be  sworn,  in  the  Cause  against 
tho  Lord  Chancellor,  5  several  committees  of 
the  Lords  were  appointed,  with  a  judge,  or  an 
eminent  counsel,  to  attend  each,  to  take  Exa- 
minations, in  order  to  expedite  the  Cause.  Spe- 
cial caution  was  given  them,  that  no  one  should 
be  urged  to  accuse  himself. — A  Message  was 
brous;ht  from  the  Commons  by  sir  Tfaos.  Ed- 
monds, and  others,  **  lliat  the  Commons  ao- 
know  ledge,  and  take  in  good  part,  tlie  great  re- 
spect between  the  twt>  houses  m  all  causes  of  this 
pari.  To  answer  which,  they  are  well  pleased, 
tJiat  tjie  Lords  of  this  Court  may  examine  any 
members  of  their  house,  who  wdl  freely  offer 
themselves  to  their  lordslups  for  that  purpose.* 
At  the  same  time  he  added,  "  That  they  had 
sent  to  their  lordships  a  bill  against  Relators, 
Informers,  and  Promoters;  and,  especially, 
commended  the  good  5>uccess  and  expeditirsn 
of  it ;  because  they  did  conceive  it  would  give 
great  content  to-  tlie  country."  Which  biO 
was  read  a  first  time,  notwithstanding  the 
order  of  the  house  of  the  15th  inst.  Fran, 
Joyner,  RiUph  MerefiU,  and  John  Churchill^ 
were  sworn,  as  witnesses  in  the  Chancellor's 
cause. 

March  fil,  P.  M.  Sixteen  more  witnessed 
were  sduo  sworn  against  the  Cbasceyor ;  aaA 
as  the  examination  of  all  these  witnesses  would 
take  much  time,  it  was  agreed  that  the  coni* 
mittees  should  transmit  the  names  of  the  princF* 
pal  of  thcm^.aud  thrhtads  01^  srhkli  tfaeywcct 
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to  he  asked:  tb6  inmiimtiom  to  he  uken  in 
•fieocottn. 

The  Form  of  Ike  Oaik  agreed  on, 

**  You  shall  swear  that  you  shall  true  Answer 
wake  to  all  such  Questions  and  Intenro^mtories 
•A  shall  be  mentioned  unto  you  by  this  High 
Court,  or  by  the  Lords  of  the  Conu&ittees,  or 
hj  any  person  or  porsoas,  authorized  by  this 
hjgh  court.  You  shall  say  the  troth,  the  wliulc 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth ;  and  you  shall 
not  spare  to  do  so,  ocither  for  tear,  favour,  or 
affectioo,  or  any  other  cause  wlmtsover,  whe- 
ther your  depositioos  be  in  writing,  or  by  word 
of  mouth.  So  help  you  God,  and  the  Contenu 
of  this  Book/' 
Interrogatories  to  be  minUtred  to  them,  thai 

shall  be  sent  to  be  examined  in  open  Court, 

"  1.  Whether  they,  by  themselves,  or  any 
Qther  person,  have  given  money,  or  auy  other 
gratuity,  to  the  lord  chaucellor,  or  to  any  ser- 
vants, 'friends,  or  followers  of  his?  2.  Whe- 
ther they  have  advised  or  directed  any  to  do  so, 
or  know  of  any  otlier  that  hath  so  done  ?  S, 
Whether  they,  or  the  parties  which  they  ad- 
vised so  to  do,  or  have  heard  so  to  have  done, 
bad  then  any  cause  or  suit  depcndinfE  before 
litm,  or  intended  to  have  any.  4.  Wliether 
thej  have  intended,  attempted,  or  known 
others  that  have  attempted,  or  contracted  for 
any  gratuity  to  be  gtven^  though  not  perform- 
ed?" 

Sir  Gbo.  Reynel  delivered,  in  writing,  his  ac- 
count of  the  Bribes  given  by  him  to  the  lord 
chancellor ;  which  l>e  also  contirmed  by  oath. 
— Ordered,  That  no  witnesses  be  examined  as 
to  what  they  received  themselves ;  but  only 
what  Bribes  were  given  to  the  chancellor.  Se- 
veral other  witnes:ies  were  examined,  and  their 
depositions  taken  in  writing,  ou  oath. 

March  22.  The  lonJ  chief  justice  related  a 
Message,  delivered  yesterday  from  the  Com- 
mons by  sir  Rob.  Philips,  and  others ;  which 
coniiisted,  he  said,  of  two  points,  the  one  mat- 
ter of  Respect,  tlie  other  of  Substance. — ^In 
the  first  they  acknowledged  the  good  corres- 
pondence between  botli  houses,  especially  in 
the  Examination  of  the  Grievances  complamed 
of,  and  presented  to  the  Lords ;  with  humble 
thanks  for  the  support  the  Lords  added  to  their 
labours,  in  giving  the  oath  to  the  examinants; 
which  they  could  not  do.  They  humbly  de- 
sire to  kuow  the  time  of  the  recess  of  this  pari, 
and  of  the  access  again,  that  they  may  depart  ac- 
cordinj^ly,  and  meet  at  the  same  time  with  their 
brdsbips.  The  3nd  thin$^  being  Matter  of  Sub- 
stance, consisted  of  4  points  against  the  lord 
chancellor.  "  The  1st,  a  Suit  in  Chancery,  being 
between  the  lady  Wharton,  plaintiff,  and  Wood, 
yfith  others,  defendants,  upon  cross-bills.  The 
chancellor,  upon  hearing,  wholly  dismissed 
them ;  but,  upon  the  entry  of  thie  order,  the 
cross-bill  against  the  lady  Wharton  was  only 
dismissed;  and,  afterwards,  for  a  Bribe  of  SOOJ. 
given  b]f  the  lady  Whanon  to  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, bis  lordship  decreed  the  cause  for  her; 
and  then  hearmg  tliat  Wood,  and  the  other 
defendants,  complained  thereof  to  tbe  Com- 

Vol.  1. 


BKUis,  bis  lordship  tent  for  them,  and  damned 
that  Decroe  as  uudulj  gotten ;  and  when  the 
lad  J  Wharton  began  to  complain  thereof,  hie 
lordship  sent  for  her  also,  and  promised  her 
redress,  and  odd,  *  That  the  Decree  was  noc 
yet  entered.'-— Jb  a  Suit,  betfveen  ooe  Hull; 
plaintiff,  and  Holman,  defendant;  HolnuiD^ 
deferring  his  Answer,  was  committed  to  the 
Fleet,  where  he  lay  SO  weeks ;  and,  petitbn- 
iog  to  be  delivered,  was  answered  by  some 
about  my  lord  chancellor,  That  the  bill  sbeuld 
be  decreed  a^nst^Mm,  pro  confesso,  unless  he 
would  enter  mto  SOOOl.  bond  to  stand  to  the 
lord  chanceUor's  order;  which  he  refusing,  ha 
liberty  cost  him,  one  wav  or  other,  better  then 
lOOOl.  Uolman  bcmg  need  out  ot'  the  Fleet, 
IIull  petitioned  the  lord  chaiioellor;  and  Hoi* 
man,  iinding  hie  cause  to  go  hard  on  his  side, 
complained  to  the  Commons:  whereupon  the 
lord  chaocellor  sent  for  him,  and,  to  pacify 
him,  told  him  he  should  have  what  Order  be 
pleased  himself. — In  anotlier  Cause  bet^veen 
Smithwick  and  Wyclie,  tlte  inatter  in  question 
being  ibr  Accoonts,  the  merchants,  to  whom  it 
was  referred,  certified  on  the  behalf  of  Smith* 
wick ;  yet  Smithwick,  to  obtain  a  Decree,  was 
told  by  one  Mr.  Burrough,  one  near  the  lord 
chancellor,  that  it  must  cost  him  3001.  which 
sum  he  paid  to  Mr.  Burrough,  or  Mr.  Hunt,  for 
the  use  of  the  lord  chancellor,  and  yet  he  de* 
creed  but  one  part  of  the  certiiicate ;  where- 
upon  he  treats  again  with  mr.  Burrou^,  who 
demanded  another  lOOl.  which  Smithwick  also 
paid  for  the  use  of  the  lord  chancellor.  Then 
his  lordship  referred  the  Accounts  again  to  the 
same  merchants,  who  certified  a^n  for  Smith* 
wick ;  yet  his  lordship  decreed  the  second  part 
of  tlie  certificate  against  Smithwick ;  and  the 
first  part,  which  was  formerly  decreed  for  him, 
his  lordship  made  doubtfol.  Smithwick  peti- 
tioned the  chancellor  for  his  money  again,  and 
had  it  all,  save  tOl.  kept  back  by  Hunt  for  a 
year." 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  delivered  also  8  pe- 
titions to  their  lordships,  received  yesterdaj 
from  the  Commons;  tne  first  from  the  lady 
Wharton,  tlie  next  from  Wood  and  others^ 
and  the  third  from  Smithwick. — The  4th  part 
of  the  Message  consisted  only  of  Instructions, 
delivered  to  the  Commons  by  one  Churchill, 
a  retpster,  containing  divers*  Bribes  and  Abases 
in  Chancery ;  which  they  desire  may  be  ez« 
amined. 

Four  more  wimestes  delivered  into  the  Lords 
their  despositions,  on  oath,  against  the  Chan- 
cellor,  in  writing,  and  sinned  by  their  own 
hands.  One  of  which,  Wrn.  Peaeock's,  beidc 
observed  not  so  full  as  ycstoiday,  he  was  asked 
if  he  had  spoke  with  iome  of  the  lord  chan- 
cellor's servants  since  that  thne  9  which  hffowti- 
ed  he  had:  upon  which  he  was  ordered  to 
write  his  deposition  over  egsin^  and  add  tbe 
substance  or  that  eonference. 

Report  from  the  Committm  on  GWtvwMet.] 
It  was  new  that  the  proceedings  <S>i|et  th# 
Lord  Chancelkir  met  witk  some  stop,^  the 
Lords,  in  the  several  oomnittsee  tppohiseil» 

4l 


Digitized  by  LjOOQiC 


FAllL.  HmOKt,  ^  liimL  4( 


St19| 

tiiMMre 

<<;byUi»CmMiwinihrMipigkifc>iw>iiiU4tf 
tlipir  prantM  m  tboi. 

ot'    *  ... 


'^"'^SisSSKSiri 


That  io  tU  9»d  P». 


time  tU  ooBiaktfekMl  m 


ottcdy  since  the  Mraot  of  the  sole  urn 

tbereuC    ileimber4h«kr^  %%•(  UieliaH^ 


l»i,  Che 
but  in 
to  .io<%c« 
NeK  the  ia<o«¥eotcaoe.  Ijittty,  iheehuSev 
m  the  esectttiuB.  Thet  tt»  inoiBTenienen  ey» 
seated  »  Ihe  p«te»t,  Ahero  the  jiigBi  era 
Midc  Milfect'  CO  %  hnii  of  iee  Ae.  |  end,  •& 
the  rxectttioA,  Wceiy  ihet  m  Giloe  Moiepet 
fon  wMcmtid  th<»  jiticei  of  the  peaoe^  tm4 
ibreateiied  tevivml  of  ihett  «mh  te  ceiiMtW 
t«hlc«  And,  hiiiiwi  there  wmt  «erti6€eftie 
4mt  himffnm  timm  to  tknc,  of  thoM  Aleheote- 
ketycri^who  «ei«tap|»re«edfnr  iUbchevMMV, 
he  made  this  use  M  it,  te  tatike  thtm  In»* 
keeper*.  That  he  ftrenledlioeeces  to  divers  bese 
IbUowi  to  keep  Ines;  end  sued  out  procesies 
egeiost  4000^  tor  keeping  Innswitboiit  lKeaoe> 
mad  for  the  price  ot  honenneat,  of  which  he 
•oly  tried  twe  svite.  Lastly,  bis  lordship  ddi* 
ttored  4  coMectioo  of  the  sevemlnbeses  ^idthe 
proo^  ol*  thees.** 

The  £erl  o(  ArunMe  reported,  **  Tliat  the 
MDsuleretioft  of  the  Grievances  b^  the  Patents 
«f  sule  Maou^MrtttriDK  Gold  end  Sdver-Tlircad, 
complaiued  of,  bdii^  conMnkted  to  his  lerd- 
•hip  and  other  lords  joined  with  hiiu  in  oem- 
nictee.  That  they  had  often  oiet,  the  business 
being  attended  with  great  difficnity  and  con- 
sisted of  many  particulars.    That  tlicy  bed  ex* 
emined  many  wirnesScb,  and  more  were  pro- 
duced  wiio  were  6t  to  be  e&amined,  if  the  time 
of  recess  wes  not  so  near  at  hand.    The  Lords 
Committees  have  thought  good  fo  present  to 
the  hou^e  those  proofii  thev  nave  made,  not  to 
deky  tin*  time ;  but  their  luKhhips  were  not  to 
be  excluded  from  giving  further  proofs  hen> 
after. — I  lis  kudshin  ebserved.  That  the  Com- 
mittee ticait,  chiefly,  with  the  execution,  not 
with  tho  ksgaht^  of  these  patents.  They  found 
JB  the  CKGCutioo  thceeof,  that  the  authority 
mxren  by  those  patents,  which  ought  to  Imve 
been  rarcLv  used,  wes  used  by  them  famiUarly, 
m  the  ttmUiag  of  tboaaads.    Thot  the  wai^ 
rants  doaaanit,  to  seiie  and  in^irisoa,  he,  ex- 
42eed  all  kjads  of  varrants ;  ef  which  there  ore 
.  three,  and  one  of  them  is  without  date  and 
fltoaed;  mid  the  other  baib  •  date  by  e  new 
hmi.    That  sir  GiUse  MenipeaeMi  cosmnicfted 
divers  to  piieom»  without  examinadoii,  whteh 
th^  coubi  Mii  do  by  dwt  warmnt.    Seteral 
y$(^te  thrcateoedl  wiib  iwyriioamext  Tbntoae 
Fowli4  dkl  k»Gk  up  divem  in  his  owft  house. 
Xkat  eevereL  hemei  wvre  vieWndy  beeke  «p 
endthe  parttetgttodsseiMd.  That  othecs  were 
cQinpetted  te  ^Mr  into  boftdsi  net  to  esefcise 
their  own  trade  and  %o  steed  to  their  erdem ; 
!sMid  te  make  oath  whet  (piaatity  of  GoU  and 
ibikve^Thread  th^r  sold,  nml  to  whooi.    Th^ 
sirGilescoaies0oediKers«f  these  sTBoans,  and 
jutdsjM^tioftuBCftmaay.    XbeL  tfaie  wocfc 


net  of  paisMtfi.    He  desmsd,  That  t^o«pdii  sir 
Giles  be  fed,  yet  that  FowUeead  otber  ^alia* 
^nis  mi^  be  heard  here,  what  tkey  cas  s^ 
ia  their  ewa  deKrace." 
Tiie  Eori  of  AmtAewpfea,  oae  «f  Am  cam- 
to  consider  of  the  Gtieveacsee  com- 
for  Conceahnea<s»  reported  to  the 
That  they  6nd  his  any.  to  be 
I  thepeeteace  and  eaeo 


eidof  I 
,  «T1 


piattact  and  eaecatioa  of  tfcss 
grant.  They  find  that  nr  Giles  Ifosopeseoa 
ebtamad  a  ceiamission  te  hiaaseif,  to  cmtl  al 
oftcew  be^bee  him ;  1^  virtue  wheraof  he  fetch* 
ed  Qp,  frem  all  parts,  the  kiag^s  ettctis»  ani 
kept  them  here  le  ill  Me  book,  eraated  aato 
him  of  900t  per  aaa.  ea  eoaceali 
reoompence  of  his  eevriee.  The  ^ 
warrants,  aad  dM  eboses  IB  the  executioo,  em 
ell  set  down  ia  the  declaratioa,  dalivcfod  by 
thaConmwns.  Their  loidslups  labcrarieas  is 
kmk  into  these  inlbnaatioae,  wbereio  tiKy  df 
siied  the  helpof  diven  gsBtleama  eftha  Lovei 
HoBse :  whO|  aet  as  ■smbms  af  that  ImaM, 
but  as  piieate  feadeesen  end  frieads,  gave  ibcir 
kerdships  ftdl  iatisftKrtioa  dieeeia.  la  tkii 
search,  they  tend  preofii  of  ev«rf  F^mb%  est 
down  ia  the  said  decUradon ;  and,  lor  thor 
more  full  sattsibotioa,  they  reviewed  tiie  Re- 
cords theauelTes,  wherein  thev  fisoDd 
proceedings,  not  aientioiied  ia  the  < 
and  not  warranted  by  any  coiiimlmiuay  w. 
1.  Process  used  by  George  Geklard,  air  Gilss 
Mompessoa's  acent,  in  the  kmffs  sittoiacj'i 
name ;  the  said  Geklard  confessing  to  one  end 
but  one.  8.  Sir  Giles  used  Geldard  aad  hit 
man  as  Lis  agents ;  Geklard  to  he  < 


sinner  aad  GeldanTs  man  to  be  hie  dctk. 
Their  lordsliips  found  likewise,  TbatGetdanft 
mao  c;ave  the  evidence  to  the  iory,  and,  thongb 
the  jury  found  an  imperiect  vermct,  yet  G3> 
daid  firuceeded  as  upon  a  perfect  ohe.  That  Gel- 
durd  compounded  vrith  ai%-em  who  were  <|Bef- 
tioaed  for  their  lands,  as  concealed,  and  em- 
ployed those  parties,  as  commissioBcrs,  fer 
their  own  compositions.  That  they  set  dorni 
in  their  book  an  Advowsoa  aad  a'Rectoiy  at 
4d.  per  ana. ;  and  lands,  caUed  Pease  Manh, 
at  10{».  a  year;  which  was  ofinaed  by  air  Gee. 
Moore,  the  tenaat  le  it,  to  eaataia  700  aero, 
and  te  be  better  worth  than  9001*  a  yeac  Thst 
theee  %ee  ae  tiam  limited  te  dr  Oilae  to  fitt  Hp 
h»  book;  whereby,  hb  vexing  the  eabjeet,  is 
fin  the  tame,  might  contimie  7  years.  iMtAj^ 
their  lotdships  cooeeared,  Thet  as  hie  a^. 
had  beea  abased  ia  the  Grant  aad  ia  tht 
£saeution  ef  it,  so  he  shoold  abck  ha«o  hem 
ia  the  ead.''«-AfterUiis  last  Report  woe  eoW, 
The  Lord  Admiral  Bmkm^um  stood  op 
and  moved  thehousev  ^That  eara  as^  ke 
tikea  heecafter,  that  the  eophieticatioa  of  tht 
mmndactaia  of  Gold  aad  SiWeiwIlnead  It 
prohibited;  and  none  be  permittad  m  wml 
to  watieaad  ooaMQio  tht 
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ikmhm^  Ii»«MMMiile<l  ibetfwk^llMttK' 
m  wanj  ihoiwiwila  om^rmki  w4i  if  aH^i  wt* 
nrsi  UMn  for  bnii|Uig  in  bullion,  md  ftgnMwt 
tlief»plMtiMtmiit«ifMbciiiMli  boili  to 

ip«M«f ,  if  M»»4btr  pafUm(  tbervof  sli#uld  b« 
lUtiglifc  ill.  He  fthftWMl  AinlMr»  ''  iUl  t^ 
moiMMt  £»r  tiic  gnun  of  CanowUnieaf  w«i| 
tJM<l  iir  fiiks  Blio»penpa  vSetei  hh  servioc  to 
^aoticUr  h^w  tkfi  miltkiide  of  oilioert  is  tbs 
ciflwilKriigtit  be^toil  lawliidi  bitn^< 
nmmkitiAtki^^ifkiiomoi  tbi  JimI||m;  wul^it 
flU^'f  piM*iir«  «R»  «oi  !•  f  rcftiMbct  any  offiory 
during  his  life»  but  to  ixovm  for  the  foturoi 
wiftncb  vpii^  4ii4]Ptt  k»  his  tta|.'s  MsoliKi^a  to 
4o;  lA  ooosi4muoo  whtreot,  this  Pstetit  #f 
ConoDaUaoDtt  w9»  &m  gimoccd  to  tbo  mid  tif 
Gil^  It  wts  ill  foffiiccn,  that  a  omui  of  lus 
QOiTopt  dii|i06irkMi  should  bo  odmittod  to  viewr 
tbo  Baoowisi  which  he  awghl  »mbigik>,  bioeor 
moeowt  for  hb  oim  profit;  hot»«t  that  timo, 
siir  Oilos  had  the  repotatioB  of  a*  honest  man* 
That  sir  Giles  had  abused  this  gmait  many 
wi^Sy  btttv  t^  f^  aoduue  was  patt  under  seal, 
iW  the  aboss^  pi^tly*  grow  out  of  this,  that 
sir  Giiea  had  oon^ioaaded  with  one  Gekbrd 
for  the  ffe»  who,  to  make  his  host  oouuiuk 

atherssfe  Jit  into  the  bo<»k  nsatters  of  laneat 
i,«t  sttafi  rates;  which,  when  bis  lordship 
heard  o(  he  rebuked  sir  Giles  and  wiUtd  him 
to  Aaek  la  it,  and  ooi  to  siAr  any  tbiof;  to  be 
Mit  bafc  what  the  ohanc.  of  the  exchec|.  should 
iist  allow  oH  That*  thefeopoa,  the  said  sir 
CjUmp  in  the  hearing  of  his  lordship,  delivered 
his  hook  to  mr.  Chancellor  to  be  viewed,  and 
whatpoerer  he  thought  good  to  b«  put  out. 
iMly,  though  much  was  intended  to  the  |ms- 
jttdice  of  his  laaj.  and  the  Mbject,  yet  nothing 
was  pasL^-^When  the  minister  had  ended  his 
speech,  a  notion  was  made  and  agreed  to, 
**  That,  ahbsufjh  the  Pfoo6  given  bd^ire  the 
I^rds  against  sir  Gilts  MompessMi  and  others 
his  agents,  for  their  ousdemeanors,  were  good 
and  manifoki,  vet,  their  lordships  will  b^ar  the 
parties  themsehres  what  they  can  say  in  their 
<mft  defonoe.  But^  beoause  Easter  is  dnntiag 
no,  and  the  time  of  recess  very  near,  in,  ^^hich 
shoft  space  ail  the  delioqoeots  cannot  be  hoard 
omI  proceeded  ag%iast;  itwasforther  agreed, 
3lMt  a  coUeetkm  be  Made  of  all  the  proot^ 
eonoeraiag  sirCiles  only;  which-  being  read 
to  the  hsMe»  the  Lords  would  proceed  to  sen* 
tenee  sir  Giles,  thou^  absent;  for  that  hit 
iight  is  a»emtioa  in  lawt  aod  for  that  the 
otpectatinn  therenf  is  great  as  well  as  the 
gneraaot,  therefote  the  proceedings  thuuld  be 
tnlhaspeJitiia,  that  the  whole  kingdom  sal^ 
hear  of  the  Punkhmttit  kMoesd  upon  Delwi# 
MM,  bythieparLatitfidlaaoftlie  ipaHUd 

oeaiaguoBt  the  said  sir  Gilas,  whether  by  Ittf 
dJetPKiat  m  that  hoaie,  or  otherwise^  AM 
ahssa  being  eoose  caafosioa  amongit  tha  9poak^ 
asi,  the  Piiaae  oi  Wales,  who  constantly  at« 


\  MKMMag  attd 
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Qf-«h»^1l|Mse,  a»iiad^was^  to  speak  twtce^: 
tha«gb  to  exphan  hiobeielf,  attempt  some  othi^r 
lotd  ^isiake  his  anemftiag  itt  any  pan.  ef  hl^ 
jSpeeeh*'*    This  wm  cpuHnafided  to  be. outer-  ' 
«^  and  bsdorad  to  ho  observed. 

On  a  laoQoa  of  the  earl  of  Aruodi^le,  tketr 
bftist  was  4djoumtd»  ad  libitum,  sod  the  lord* 
chief  iullftce  left  Us-saat,  its  Wd  chancelKir. . 
Tbea  n  was  debatei^  U  h«t  eoane  shenld  he 
taken  with  Matthias  Fowlis,  George  Oeldardj 
and  uthar  delia4ua«to,  coaiinittad  by  the  lower- 
Umsai  and  sent  by  them  to  be  esamiaed  by. 
the  lords;  and  *aay  tbul  abufsB  jptove^r 
afVnast  tlia*.  likowttr  tsaneeining  str  f  ra. 
MilofacU,  whom  the  Xi«>wef  HiMise  bad  fim. 
noaMiiitted  for  a  ceal^mpt  acainst  ibcm,  and  - 
is  am  foaad  guihy  aif  maay  great  misdcmeani*. 
ore,  relasing  to  the  phteat  of  Qald  iuid  Silver* 
Thread,  tat  nothing  was  then  sasolvedan;. 
and  the  thief  justiie  retumitig  to  hi^  sear,  ns 
chsneeHor,  a  meamgp  wnseant  fsom  the  Lftrds 
to  the  Lower  House,  to  <^psi«t  they  woidd/ 
please  to  pfosent  tbemselvfs  tli)s  avemo^n^ 
with  their  Spehkef,  to  bear  h^  1l^i.>  oo»» 
mission  read  for  the  royal  i^ssent  to  the  t^q* 
Subsidy  bills  i  akm,  to  acquaitit  them,  that  tha 
Lords  had  agreed  the  recess  irom  pari.  thi» 
time,  to  be  on  Tuesday  nent;  but  that  thti 
Lonb  (lo  leatc  the  tinie  for  access  agaiM^r 
to  the  considoratien  of  the  Cc^mn^os :  a^id 
further,  to  let  them  know  that  t\^  Ltrd^ 
are  very  carsfol  to  expedite  the  bill  against 
Promoters,  which  wad  so  earnestly  commendeti^ 
unto  them.  Which  biU  had  been  once  rcad,t 
but,  because  the  time  of  the  teecss  h  sa 
near,  their  lordships  intend  ID  spend  this  in-^ 
temal  ia  pmcetoailii;  to  senteng^  iir  Giles 
Moinpesson  only.  LKstly,  their  lordships  de^ 
sire  a  Coafoi^noe  with  them,  about  the  safe 
lurepinis  a*  bailing  Of  MtKthias  Fowlis,  G^org« 
Geldard,  and  other  delin<|aeirts,  commiued  by 
them  of  that  hoUse  t-  and  that  tltey  come  pre^ 
pared  to  give  their  h»rdships.8«»istaction  there-i 
m."  Aasitrer  ratycned,  **  T\m  the  CoaRnons 
agreed  to  alt  tbtte^ifrooositioifs  oi^  the  Lords  i 
«*oiildoQ«e  prepared  lor  thr  Qqnference  thot 
afternoon ;  and  giv^  them  an  answ^  to  ctoQ) 
thint.'*  '       .    I  •  -• 

March  M,  p..m.     The  Speaker  of  tfi 
ComaMms  being  sent  for  in,  and  come  t/o  \' 
bar,  tha  WrA  chief  justicfi  delivered  ^ 
clerk  thcksng*s  egmmitsioo,  vsrtfd  i>y  his  r 
and  andcf  the  great  s<al«  «viih  th^  tfvo  actf  j 
Sobaicbes  aanmd  to  it.    Which  oofnnii^vio^*' 

ttlead,  the  Commons  witlidrow. — T^ 
heiag  tOtSMtt  th«  other  house  inibf 
famtad  Chatnbe^  the  earl  ,of  Dorset,  a# 
ttuatatfd  their  lordiliips,^  '<  Tha(  h^.was  ti% 
foratd  by.  savend  gentlemen  of  the  Co^HMmt^ 
that  Abe  meetiige  sent  them  in  the  momh^ 
sms  wholly  mieraheft  in  the  delivery  of  it.  On 
^nhieh  aniotber  mettage  was  tent  to  the  saoia 
pdrport,  bv  efthdr  laetsengers,  in  onder  to  mi» 
plasn  tha  'fonAer.'^-On  the  return  from  th# 
Ganforend^  the  lotd  treasurfr  made  the  ra* 
fmn  «f  it  to-  the  Lords,  that  tha  Commoof 
Hmte  *B^  jfwrithift  hamfale  Ui^nitf.  for  their 
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M  rail  ^rrra  to  ciic  liOtii  CiNMOniof ,  ftMi  it 
w«s  igreeil  Iw  thooM  be  MMDinetf  ta  tlutt 
ibrm  only." 

The  earl  of  Hvntfiifddn,  om  of  the  com- 
iiiitteo  oppointod  to  Mreb  Pmtiedeot&of  sen- 
traces,  flfce.  ropofted,  ^  Time  the^  htui  cearc^ed 
the  reoofdy,  aM  the  ear)  of  Warwick  read  tltt- 
beitds  of  ieveral  |ifeeedeiit%  aad  tben  ^iifoful 
the  notes  takea  oat  of  the  raOMds,  m»d  ligned 
by  tbe  otRcers,  to  be  kept  i^  tlM  dark.— Tlw 
collection  of  tir  Giiea  M«iapeMoii%  oft 
COachin|[,  IitM  and  HostanoBf  aad  mo  | 
thereof,  were  read>  wkh  iIm  paioat  and 
mMon  concemiiig  the  same; 

The  Kin^  Spe^  to  the  LardkJ     

The  kioj;  catoc  to  the  Hooae  of  Lordsi  the 
peers  being  oH  ia  their  i^»be9,  and  tkm  Priace 
with  his  eorone«  on  4iis  head ;  tho  eaii  of  Oi- 
fbrd,  as  lord  i;reat  chfUbbeHain,  beariag  his 
white  staflT,  and  the  earl  of  Montgoowiy  the 
sword.  -  His  moj*  bemg  sealed  on  the  «hffoac, 
made  the  followiag  Speech  to  the  Lords  o^: 

**  My  kirds,  The  last  tine  I  came  hiiiier, 
my  errand  was  to  'inform  you  (as  well  as  aij 
memory  60uld  serve  me,  of  dungs  so  loof^ 
passed)  of  the  iMH-ity  ot'  my  prooMdiags,  aatf 
the  cautions  tised  by  me  ia  thopaasing  of  tliose 
Patents,  wh^ch  are  now  in  qoasdoa-  befoie 
you;  to  the  eifcct,  that  they  m^t  mot  be 
abused  in  the  etecutioh :  and  this  I  did  by  wa? 
of  declaaration.    But  naw  I  am  come  (mdeN 
standing  tbe  time  of  your  ceosmie   to  df«» 
near)  to  express  my  readiness  to  ptet  to  eaeca- 
tion  (which  is  the  life  of  the  hwr)  tlioae  things 
which  ye  af e  to  sentence  (for  even  th%  kn»  it- 
solf  is  a  dend  letter  widioat  eaccatsoo)  fbr 
which  office  Ood  hath  appointed  laic  in  ^mm 
kin<!:doms.    And  though  I  aSMire  mysetf,  that 
my  former  behaviour,  in  aU  the  coarse  of  ay 
life,  bath  made  me  well  known  for  a  jast  king; 
yet  in  this  special  case  I  thought  6t  to  expiesi; 
my  own  intenti»ms,  out  of  my  own  mouth,  ^ 
prniishment  of  things  eompUun^d  of.   Tbe  fmt 
proof  whereof  I   hs»e  given  hy  the  sidigeat 
search  T  caused  to  be'  made  after  tiie  peraoa  of 
sir  Giles  Mom^iesson,  who  though  be  were  ikd, 
yet  my  Proclkmation  poi^oed  him  inatsntly: 
Rttd  as  I  was  earnest  m  thitt,  dA  will  I  be  to 
sre  your  seutemte  against  him  p«t  m  execo- 
Hon.-^Two  reason^  move  mo  to  he  eftrwcst  ia 
the  exeootloii  of  whut  ye  are  to  seotenoe  at 
tbiy  timet  first,  that  dutr  I  oa«  to  God,  ssho 
hath  mfide  mc  a  Mng,  aad  tied  «iih  -to  the  caze 
of^O^f.  by  that  potkic  mafriaga » betwixt  ne 
and  my  people.    For  I  do  assure  yo«-  ia  ths 
h^nrt  of  an  honest  man,  aitd  hy  the  Audsof  a 
christian  kin»  (which  bcih  ye  aM  aA  tlie^wiJ 
kn^yw  me  to  be)  hid  -these  thio^'hoeii.'oem- 
phiim^  of  to  vne  buiwu^a  parkl: woald^lnvc 
done  the  oflice  of  a  just  king ;  and  oar  of  |mi 
havt;  pOnlsbed  them  at  sevandf,  suul  peiod* 
T^httire  more,  then  ye  now  ietaMi  e^do-^ 
Unf  nowthat  dteyikrc  disosfvOtad  to«n«  ia  fwd: 
J  sifdl  be  at  reodT  in  thit  ^mef^  as  I  thmM 
h^e  been  in  the  mW.    >For  (I-oocdes^  I  sna 
ashamed  (these  thingft  proviiii  to,  ea  tftto^  «ae 
geiMsril^  tepMcd  10  bo)  that  it  en*  m*.  «f 


bon.  and  respcctfiil  aatcrtamment ;  wit!  hearty 
thanks  to  Ahnighty  God  Ibr  the  grtat  and 
gr>od  onttv  between  the  two  houses.  That 
whereas  their  lordships  had  left  the  time  of 
access  again  to  pari,  to  ba  sasol^ad  oa  bjr 
them;  they,  upon  aerioot  dehbeimtioti,  have 
agreed  tbe  same  to  be  on  the  ifth  of  April 
next.  That  they  refer  aoto  their  lordships  the 
bailment  or  commitment  of  Maubias  Fowbt, 
Oeldard,  and  other  prisoners,  by  them  trans- 
mitted CO  their  lordships.  But  their  opinion  is^ 
if  it  may  io  stand  with  their  lordships  pleasofe, 
timt  a  goal  b  the  best  ball  ibr  tham.  And,  us 
for  sir  F;*^  Mitohell,  thooch^ie  he  by  them 
obmmtttcd  Mrfootter  to  the  lewef «  yet  he  is  left 
to  their  lordships  de^Brmiftation.*' — ^After  some 
debate  on  what  shoaM  ha  dona  with  those 
prisoners,  it  was  orderedjr  That  Foe4it  aed 
G€4dard  should  be  comcaitted  cfciae  prhoaers 
to  the  Fleet;  with  a  special  oharge  to  tha 
warden  fbr  their  safe  oosindy  s  and  a  warrant 
was  made  otit  hy  the  olcrk  of  pari;  accordingly. 

Fkrth$r  Frocee^ngs  ia  ihe  Lord  CkMnctihr 
BaconU  Cotfss.]  March  23.  It  was  agreed, 
**  That  tlie  two  former  oommittecs,  or  any  two 
lords  of  either  of  the  said  conmiittees,  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  witnesses,  io  the  Chancel- 
lor's Cause,  from  time  to  time,  between  the 
recess  and  access  of  pari.** — Edw.  Egerton, 
esq.  presented  a  Petition,  prrjring,  **  That  sir 
Rowland  Egerton  he  ordered  forthwith  to  pro- 
duce, upon  OAth,  certain  indentures  and  writ- 
ings gotten  unduly  from  the  petitioner.  Upon 
a  motion  of  the  lord  Sheffield,  the  said  petition 
was  ordered  to  remain  with  the  clerk,  until  the 
corruption  and  bribery  complained  of,  he  de- 
termined; and  then  itin  lords  would  take  it 
into  ihoir  consideration." 

On  a  motion  of  the  carl  of  Arundele,  who 
acquainted  the  house,  ^  That  the  lords  com- 
mittees being  ordered  to  examine  none  to  ac- 
cuse themselves,  they  had  takeh  only  the  de- 
claration of  Tho.  liortoB  Gervase  Unwen, 
acid  Anthony  Berry,  touehing  the  Patentees  of 
Gold  and  Silver;  it  was  ordered,  That  the  said 
persons  should  be  now  examined  eonc^rmng 
iir  Giles  Mompesson  only,"  -   ^ 

Sir  Ralph  Hansby  being  sworn  in  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  Cause,  the  earl  of  Southampton 
shewed,  "  That  tho  Said  sir  Ralph  being  eira^ 
mined  by  his  lordship  and  otliers,  concerning  a 
Bribe  of  5001.  given  by  himself  to  the  hxd 
chancellor,  he  made  a  doubt-  whedierhiv  An- 
swer thereunto  might  not  be  prejadiotal  to  his 
eause;  wherefore,  their  lordships  rtSohition 
herein  was  required,  Whather'the  said  %\t 
Ralph  should  he  urged  m  make  bis  Answer  or 
eot  r  Af^er  long  debate  of  this  omtter,  it  was 
ordered,  «  That  the  ExaminatioM,  taJkm  in 
this  court,  should  not  be  hereafter  esed  in  ant 
other  cause,  or  in  any  other  ooort.  And  aK 
though  divers  of  the  lx>rdi  were  of  opinion^ 
That  the  party's  coofesstovi  of  ihe  givhig  of  a 
hribe  could  not  be  prejudicial  at  aU  to  hiM» 
yet  others  doubted  thereof.  Thereftwe^  it  was 
put  to  the  ouestion.  Mother  the  said  sir 
Ralph  ihoald  De  esammid  iHmk  gift  at  lesrsrd 
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ttae-thiMi  wte  nowdiio^iyd  by  pari,  which 
Mbre  I  nMw  oM-  o^  nor  cooid  so  well  be 
dbeoveve^  odMrnte^  ki  vepwd  •£  that  fepn-* 
tfmlMiiw  body  of  tkr  kwi^QMi  whicb  anaee 
fnm  all  jMrto  of  tbc  ooiinuy  i  I  willbe  noirer 
%  wlu€  tM  slevrer  to  do  ray  fort  for  tbe  execii* 
Mi*  For^MiWHiyofyoa  tbotarebere  baw 
hemrd  warn  often  tayy  bo  i  witt  atiU  siqr:  to  pre* 
eioiit  lUMQ  90  it  the  pobHe  good)  tbat  no  frivate 
fonoift  wbacsoever,  wbero  be  Bwnr  00  dew 
«oie  nOy  fiboU  bo  eo  rospeded  by  me,  by  mooy 
degrees,  as  ibe  public  good,  not  only  of  the 
WMie  neminnieniiltb,  Irat  even  ofnny  parti- 
color corpOffilUDii  tbocis  oncmber  of  iC:  and 
I  bope  tbal  yo,  my  Undiy  will  do  me  that  rigbt 
to  pablnii  to  n^  people  this  ray  htsmrt  and 
porpose,. — ^Tbe  9nd  reason  is.  That  I  intend 
not  to  derogate  or  in£nnge  any  oTthe  liberties 
or  pfMeget'of  this  hotue,  but  rather 4x>fof^ 
tify  and  itrengtben  tbera^  For  never  any^  king 
bnlh  done  so  mncb  for  the  nobility  of  England 
as  I  bave  done,  and  will  ever  be  ready  tudo« 
And  wbateoever  I  shall  noweaT  or  delirer  onto 
^nm  at  my  tbmwbt,  yet  when  t  have  said  what 
I  think,  I  witta&rwards  firoely  lea  to  the  judc- 
AMnt  wholly  to  yonr  honte.    1  kncar  ye  will  do 
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soodfbfftMN  tobetW  oolyaytLorof  tfaeie^loasionstodognodcftcetybotbfbrthehou^ia 
Mrmation  and  ponislnneBt  of  thein,  by  some  nncral, and moryixieuibertbereoi in  {particular. 
•rdinnry  cawtiof  juslioe>  Neveitbories^nnoo    &ie  proot*  thereof^  I  hope  ray  lord  of  Arundell 

hath  already  wituesseu  unto  }vu,  in  his  rc^ 
port  wade  untu  you  of  my  answer,  touciiiog 
the  privileges  of  the  nobility,  ho^v  canie»tly  he 
spake  niko  me  m  that  jnatcer.--*Now,  vof 
Lords,  the  time  draws  near  of  your  recess :  wb^ 
ther  funnttUly  will  leave  you  time  for  procejed* 
ingnow  to  sentence  against  aU,or  any  the  pecsons 
now  in  question,  I  kiiow  npt.  But  (or  mv  ptut»  . 
since  both  houses  have  dealt  so  lovinm'  ami 
freely  with  (noi  in  giving  me,  as  &  tree  gilt,  tM^o 
Subsidies  in  a  more  loving  mkoncr  tiian  hath 
been  given  taanjr  kh)g  before,  and  so  accepts 
od  by  me ;  and  sinoe  X  cannot  yet  retribute  by 
a  general  pwdon,  which  iiath  by  form  usually 
bttO'  reserved  to  the  end  of  a  pari. :  tlie  leabt 
i  can  do  (which  lean  forbear  no  longer)  is  to 
do  something  in  pcca&ot,  for  the  good  and  case 
of  my  peo^. — ^Three  patents  at  this  time 
have  been  complained  u^  aod  thought  great 
Gnci^anoes :  1.  That-  of  the  Inns  au4  Uosteries. 
QL  i;bnt  of  the  Alehomas.  3.  That  of  Gold 
a^lJtiilvei''Uu«ad.  My  f>urpo»e  is  to  strike 
tfaemiair  jdead,  and  (that  lime  may  ndt  bchMft) 
LwiU  hai^  it  done  presently.  That  ooncecn- 
ing  the  Alehouaes^I  would  have  to  he  left  to 
the  managing  of  toe  justices  o(  peace,  as  bo- 
ibre.  That  of  Gold  «nd  Silver  Thread  war 
mhst  vilely  executed,  hetb  {or  wrongs  done  to 
men's  persons,  at  alao  hic  abuse  in  the  stuff; 
for  it  ytm  a  kind  of  ialse  ooin*  i  hane  already 
heed  the  persons. that  wareim  prison:  I  will 
now.  abe-ciamn  the  patent  }«and  this  may  seem 
mstead  of  a  ^undon.  All  these  three  I  will 
have  recalled  by  procUmUian,  nnd  wish  you 
to  advise  of  tho  fittnttiojin  ^ihat  purpose.—? 
I  hear-aka  tbnt  there  iaanoiher  bill  nmongst 
yon  against Inluimeras  Idesioe.you, my  iorda^ 
that  as  ye  tender  my  imftoiit,(iiad  the  good  of 
my  prnpic,  ye  wiU  pat  that  bill  U^  ^  end  sa 
soon  as  ye  can ;  ana  at.  year  nenimeeting  to 
make  it  one  mi  yone  ftiet  wbsk&.  -,  For  I  have 
already  shcwcdmy  dislike  of-thet'kind.ef  peo^ 
pie  openly  in  Star.  Cham  bei^  and  it  will  be 
the  greatest ^ease  both  to  nie,  nod  all  those 
that  are  near  about^me  at  court,  titat  may  be. 
For  I  jemomber,  thn*.  since  tbe-ib^mning  ^ 
this  pari.  •  Buckingham liaih  toliLttie^  he. never 
tend  soch  quiet  and  jreat,.^ut  (^  time  of 
pad  liem  pK^eotom  and  ittfcmqefv  -who  at 
other. times  miserably  Yeaedhnd  at  all  hou;^ 
— And  .now  i  confess,  thai  wlidixl  looked  be* 
fore  «fKm:  the  fete  of  the -gO^U  I  thopght  (as 
every  nw»  wottld>ltfwe.d(ii^  that  the  p^ple 
worn  otnrer  so  hapyiy*  as  in  my  time.  For 
mcft,  aaatdiversumedl  hafve  looked  I  upon 
■tony  of  my  coppices^  riding  ahotfl  them,  aod 
ihev  nppeacid  on  thn4)ntaidf  veiy  thicks  and 
wattgraw4tttntn  me :  ibnt  whtn  I  entered  into 
thntmidtt^f  them*  I  fonnd  them  ail  bitten 
withi%  andifaU'ofipltina  and  bare  sputs ;  likn^ 
An*  apple  or  pear,  fair  and  smooth  without, 
bdt  wheis  ye  a^ave  it  atuader,  yft  find  it  mc- 
toAntitbe*  henitQ  even  an.  this  kingdom,  the 

OT|gJ||fttvt4.hfingM.«>od  as  erer- it  was, 
am  tare  as  learncdjudges  as  ever  it  had 
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,  bwt  what  the  Hke  hath  been  done  be- 
(mm:  sind  I  iMiy  you  beuot  jealo«%  that  I wiU 
•bridge  you  in  any  thing  that  bath  been  used. 
For  whatioever  the  pre<^dentaintiHMaof  good 
ievt.  can  warrant,  I  will  allow.  Fori  ncknow- 
Mga  this  to  be  the  supreme  covrt  of  jusbce, 
wterein  I  am  ever  present  by  rspiieeentatieo. 
And  in  this  ye  mi^  be  the  better  satisfied  by 
nty  ownpPBSeMc^i  coming  divers  times  amougst 
yon:  neither  can  I  give  you  sny  greater  assi>* 
ranee,  or  better  pMge  of  this  my  purpose, 
than  that  I  ham  done  yon  the  hononr  toset 
tnj  only  ton  amm^  3Fon ;  and  hope  that  ^'e 
with  him,  shall  bave  the  means  to^maho  this 
the  happiest  parliameot  that  ever  was  in  £ng* 
land.  This  I  preless,  and  take  comfort  tn^ 
^  that  the  Commons  at  this  time  hove  shewed 
greater  love,  and  used  me  with  more  respect  in 
mil  their  proceedings,  than  ever  any  bmise  of 
commons  have  heretofore  done  to  me,  or  (I 
thinh)  to  any  of  my  predecessors.  As  for  this 
house 'of  yonn,  I  have  always  found  it  lespeo 
ttve  to  me;  and  aocordingly  do  I,  and  ever  did 
fovour  you  as  ye  well  deserved.  And  I  hope 
it  will  be  accounted  a  faappmeos  for  yon,  that 
any  son  doth  new  sit  amongst  yon,  mo,  when 
it  shall  please  God  to  set  kimin«ilyplaoe»wifl 
then  remember  tfaathewna^Dceamemberor 
ymir  bouse ;  and  ee  be  iMund.to  maintain  aU 
your  lawfol  privileges,nnd  like  Ifae^'better  ef  ana 
idlthedayeofhielifo.  fint, beomift  tim  woild 
nt  this  time  tallm  90  ■mcb'of  Sribeapf  I  h«re 
inst  canae  to  Jbar,  the  whole  body^ofAhib  fanost 
Imth  bribed  him  to  be  ii  geodi  insinmmnt  for 
jFOu  upon  aU  oeeasinnf  t  becbtfeso  good  offioet 
an  aU  hit'iepmia  to  me,  both  foe ^the^-imuae-in . 
general,  and  every  <me  of  yea /in  ftonicnlnn.  I 
And  th^  like  I  twytaav  nf  oimuthnt  te  iherei  j 
(9uckingh«p)Hehathbeen  10  ready  upon  all  PC"  f 
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(mnd  I  hope  as  hon«tl)  aAttuiisrcriiig 
within  it ;  and  for  peace,  both  ec  hmie  mod 
abrottd,  I  raaj  truly  stay,  more  settied»  aod 
longer  lasting,  than  ever  any  before,  tOfetlier 
ivith  as  grent  plenty  as  erer :  bo  as  it  was  to  be 
thoaght,  that  erery  man  mighc  sit  mi  safety 
anrlcr  bis  owa  vine,  and  his  own  ii|;^tree  t  jtftl 
am  ashamed,  au^  it  makes  my  liair  stand  upr^bt, 
to  consider,  bow  in  this  time  my  neoplo  Imve 
l>een  vexed,  and  polled  by  the  vile  eteoulion 
of  projects,  patents,  bills  of  conformity,  ao4 
Such  like;  which,  besides  the  troable  of  my 
people,  have  more  exbaosted  tbetr  pnise^,  than 
subsidies  would  have  done.—- Now,  my  loids, 
before  I  ||o  hence,  since  God  bath  made  me 
Che  great  judge  of  this  land  nnder  him:  and 
that  I  must  answeribr  the  jnstice  of  the  saeae  t 
I  will  therefore  (according  to  my  place)  remem- 
ber vou  of  some  things,  tboagh  I  would  «oC 
teach  you.  For  no  man's  knowledge  can  be 
fo  good,  but  their  memories  will  be  the  better 
B»  be  refreshed.  And  now  because  ye  are 
coming  togivejodgment,  attv»hich  moves  6an9 
the  king,  that  you  may  the  better  piooeedi 
take  into  your  ci^^  two  things:  tst,  to  ^ 
«  bonum,*  findly,  next  to  doit  '  benb.'  I  call 
^  bonam,'  when  all  is  weU  proved^  wherenpnn 
yejudgcfbrthenyebttikl«ponasiire  foonda- 
tion:  and  by  *  ben^'  I  mmerstand^  that  ye 
proceed  with  all  formality  and  legaUtf :  wbeee* 
m  you  have  fit  eccasion  to  aiWbe  wikh  the 
^dges,  who  are  tn  assist  yon  with  their  epmions 
m  cases  of  that  nafenfe  $  and  w«»e  be  to  them, 
if  they  adviM  you  not  «i>ctl.  So  the  gnmnd 
beiug  good,  and  the  form  ^rdei-ly^  it  wtHf  rove 
a  course  fitting  this  high  conn  of  parlU^n 
Senteooc  ye  are  to  ohstive  two  ttarts :  Ist,  to 
recollect  mu  which  is  amtchy  of  Judgisfr  and 
•ensuring  t  and  tM^  to  |>feceed  agamstthtse, 
as  against  such  mm  eiknes  properly.  We 
doubt  there  will  bt  awhy  matters  beftire  yoo, 
toiine  oompiatned  of  oat  •f  passion,  and  some 
oatofjastcaaseofOrieeanoe.  Wdgh  both; 
bat  be  not  carried  away  wkh  the  impertinent 
discourses  of  them,  that  name  as  weU  innocent 
men,  asguik^  Let  your  judj^f^nts  only  take 
hold  of  the  guilty  t  proceed  judicially,  and  spaas 
none  whewe  ye  find  just  ckae  ro  pnaish:  but 
let  yoor  proceedings  be  ancording  to  law.  And 
lemeitiber,  tliat  laws  have  not  their  ey«s  in 
their  necks,  but  m  their  foreheads.  For  the 
laoral  reaano  of  tlie  panishment  oi  vices,  ih  tdl 
kinmloms  and  aammooweidths,  is,  beMoas'of 
the  breach  6f  laws  standing  in  foixre;  fur  ttene 
<;an  be  punished  for  breach  nf  kws  by  psedes** 
tinatioD,  before  thejF  be  aMuie«— These  is  yet 
one  particular,  which  I  nm  to  rcmemhcayeti 
of,  I  hear  that  sir'Hamry  Ydwsrttoii  (whis  is 
now  iotheTiwef,nponaeentenoe  given  hi  the 
Star  ChatAber  tyinsti  hik^  for  deceiyhig  m^ 
trust)  is  tottdiM  ooncerntng  a  smsfant  daf«> 
mant,  which  he  rtntde  wbile  he  was  my  attMs 
ney :  the  which  mg^  forti  nreasnser^  heMy  vtf- 
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*  Henry  Montafn,YiBdo«ntliaBdmrilleb  H* 
had  been  before  )ot4  chief  jastiee  of  £n|(hMdL 
See  hi9  maark«l>le  ^each  «|»6n  dm  9^99^ 


foaed  to  ttt  has  hand nnti^  lihA  an  hmitifftnwa 
when  it  ^mm  brui«|rbt  ante  him.  I  proteei^  Z 
never  heaidof  thk  warrant  dormant  halS 
and  I  hold  it  as  odioae  ftmafeler^as  any  is 
feife  yea :  and  i^  for  runpsBt.  ta  nie^  ye  b 
forhom  tnnmddle  with  himin  eaaminaiiQn»  be* 
canse  he  b  my  prisoner;  Idd  now  here  finelji 
icmit  him  ante  jan*  and  nut  him  into  mor. 


►  jon, 


hands.-— And  this  is  nil  Ihiwe  toaay  nnto  |o«0 
at  dns  time;  wishing  yon  to  fraceadjnitly  »m» 
nobly,  aceordiim  ta  thi  ^erdefs  of  pour  hou—  t 
and  I  pray  God  to  bless  ^n^  and  ye  mmj.m^ 
anre  yanrselvM  of  n^  assistimee ;  wishing  tltva 
what  I  have  said  this  dtf^  mamigpfc  yon^  aMgr 
hn  entemd  into  the  Records  of  this  house.'' 

The  king  hariag  ended  l^sspeeeh»  f hr  torda 
eonceived  so  nvKh  joy  thocat;  that  fkty  ar-« 
ddred  the  whole  house  to  ga  ta  hin^  at  one  ixi 
the  afternoon^  with  dicir  mom  hamhhi  thnnka 
for  it. 

JWrOrr  PtocetdingM  in  the  2We/  ^m  G« 
Mmupmon,]  The  noUettion  of  Ofieaees  ^md 
Abuses^  committeci  by  sir  Giles  Moayawn^ 
in  the  3  patents  whii^  wenr  granted  t9  Mm^ 
being  ail  read :  it  was .  stsilved  by  the  mboim 
bonse^  <'  That  it  did  appoar  to  the  Locdi»  and 
ther  were  foUy  satisfied,  sir  Giles  Mompessoa 
has  erected  a  court  withmtt  warsant;  1^ 
abo,  that  ha  imprisoi^  the  king's  snhjeetsnad 
exacted  bonds  tram  iheni  by  thieats,  without 
warmnt;  and,  afterwaedb,  by  nndu»  pmctieasi 
procajoad  a  ptodaarttion  and  other  warrants  ta 
ookmr  sack  his  dsings*  And  yet  thaehe  cm* 
eatod  aM  these  iUs,  add  atixed  the  goads  «C 
divers  pefSQn%  contrary  to  such  nuthatity,  sn 
undaiy  peacuted  by  him.  That  hasicither  peid 
the  tOl.  MBerved  rent  to  the  king,«er  btohgbt 
m  the  OOQOL  of  bnlhon  yearlyi  as  ha  prstcndi 
ed  and  covenanted  .te  have  dione*  And  that 
all  his  etlier  ofiencea  and  abases  had  been  i 
^ueed  against  him.''  liereupaa  it  was  i 
"*  That  the  Lotde  wonld  give  sentenco  i  ^ 
sir  Giiesyin  their  robei^  in  the  tdtetnoonr  The 
lord  admiral,  Buckingham,  desirod  ta  be  eA« 
cased  if  he  shenkl  be  absent ;  bet  he  gav#  hii 


to  their  lordships  •easnea  of  the  said  sir 
Giles;  affirmim;^  That  he  had  highly. alnised  the 
king,  and  also  himsah^  more  than  any  other 
brdofthathoasft/' 

Maiich^96,p«m.  The  whole  house  fnrt  agmm 
The  Lofds  were  in  their  robestr  in  ordet  tagiv^ 
seatenee  against  the  ofieiideri  it  was  mnch  de** 
hated  fimt,  autangit  theni)  what  pnnisfament 
sir  Gifcsa  dctapred  for  Ins  high  crimes:  an^ 
baeaos»fche  pnniahmeni  iaflioted  hereteforeaa 
fimpeon  andDndky  was  mnchspohte  id,  the 
LowUdesirsd  us  hear  they  indictanants.  Thein^ 
dactmnnt  af  Bd.  Kmptsi,  taken  at  Korthemp 
ta^,*tliMibVilI.  wiksraad;  bywhiohit  van 
bfawrvadi  thm  tlis  will  Fmfiaeti  was  imicli^ 
foa  trkamm  s^mnit  the  king«  The  nrtiftiep> 
mahi  al»;tai<ifcd  to  tbeir  hiidihip%^yi| 
"DtKneyamandwedt'ift'lieBdnn^  for  ttMlnat 
finfttothn  aadthai  thnam  mattsta  might  be 


^)itmm^y'*mfMm% 
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lon^  dcbftte,  the  lords  ^LfgcttA  iipoii  «  Jo^ 
9ient  agiaiiist  Mr  Giles  t  tlie  «tn  «f  AninM 
^bserrh^,  th&t  their  lorMiips  might  proceed 
against  him  hereafter,  if  more  matter,  or  mat* 
cer  of  a  higher  nature,  was  found  out. — ^Aecord- 
itigly  a  Message  nm  sent  from  the  Lords  to 
fht  Comtnons,  ^  Thaeif  they  and  their  Speaker, 
acoyrding  to  the  ancitfat  eustom  of  parlia- 
ments,  come  to  demand  ef  the  lords,  that  judg- 
ment he  giten  against  sir  CNlet,  tor  the  henioos 
oiRsnccs  by  him  committed  j  they  shall  be  heard : 
also  that  the  Lords  desire  a  conference  with 
them,  in  the  i^ntod  Chamber,  to-morrow 
•aoming."  Answer  returned,  "  lliat  they 
wonkl  come  to  demaml  judgment;  and  that 
they  agreed  to  the  conference."— »-In  the  mean 
time  the  lord  treasurer  reported,  **  That,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  the  house  made  this 
inomlng,  i^e  Frince's  highness,  aeeampanied 
with  many  lords,  did  present  unto  his  maj. 
most  humble  thanky  for  his  mnj/s  most  gracv 
ous  Speech  to  the  Lords  thai  morning;  which 
thanks,  with  the  manner  of  presenting  the 
••me,  was  most  joyfully  accepted  br  him,  as 
he  expressed  sn  many  kind  and  JaTourahle 
ivordi ;  addins;,  **  That  the  Lords  fiad  taVen 
the  right  way  to  catch  a  king,  by  speaking  to 
him  ht  his  son/' 

Jtuf^ment  against  sir  O.  Mompttson.^  The 
knights,  cittZens,  and  burgesses  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  being  come  up 
to  ttie  bar,  the  Speaker  repeated  the  last  mcs- 
•a^  whieb  the  lords  had  sent  unto  them,  and 
laid,  **  The  Commons,  by  me,  their  Speaker, 
demand  judi^ent  against  sir  CKIes  Mompes- 
son,  as  the  betoousness  of  his  offences  doth  rc- 
fjuire.* 

The  Lorif  Chief  Justice^  as  Speaker  of  the 
house  of  peers,  an$%Tered :  •*  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  have  taken  know- 
ledge m  the  grent  pmns  the  Commons  have 
been  at,  to  inferm  their  lordships  of  many  Com- 

gaints  brought  unto  them  against  sir  Giles 
iompesson,  and  others,  whereof  their  lord^ 
^lios  received  several  instructions  from  them ; 
ana,  thereupon,  proceeding  by  examination  of 
divers  witnesses  upon  oath,  tlicy  find  sir  Giles, 
and  several  others,  guilty  of  many  hemous 
crimes  against  the  king's  maj.  and  against  the 
commonwealth. — Time  will  not  permit  their 
lordships  tc^deal  with  all  the  offenders  now  * 
therefore  they  proceed  to  give  Judgment  against 
«r  Giles,  according  to  yomr  demand;  and, 
hereafter,  their  lordships  will  proceed  against 
the  other  offenders.  The  Judgment  of  the 
lords  agttinst  the  said  sir  Giles  is,  And,  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  of  this  high  court  of  pari. 
io  award  and  ar^udgc,  1.  That  sir  Giles  shall; 
from  henceforth,  be  degraded  of  the  Order  of 
Kmdithood,  with  reservation  to  hts  wife  and 
tehttffren ;  the  ceremonies  of  degradation  to  be 
perfermed  by  dn«ction  of%ic  eari  marshalli 
ciburt,  whensoever  be  shnH  be  taken,  t.  That 
lie  shaft  sttmd  perpetually  in  the  degree  of  a 
person  outlawea  for  misdemeanors  aud  tres* 
passes.  S:  That  his  testimony  be  received  in  xxo 
cptnt^  end  tbst  m  idudi'  bt  of  qd  ssssdc,  in* 


^Mitkn^  orjttry.  4.TMit  \w  4»tt  be  •soept- 
eil  Mit  of  all  i^MMrd  pardmit  to  he  hereafter 
cnmted.  i.  That  he  mi  lie  impvisaiMd  during 
hfo.  •.ThatheibaMaecapptoach  whhin  If 
milei  of  the  coefcs  of  theamg or  prioee,  doi< 
of  *e  km^t  high  (Siufts  usaally  hoMen  at  i 
Westminster.  7.  Tlwt  tlsa  kie^s  majesty  4miI1  r 
have  the  profits  of  his  hinds  for  life,  and  shaH 
have  all  hie  goods  aad  chattels  as  forfeited]^ 
and  h#  shall  undergo  fine  and  ransom,  whi^ 
their  loidships  assess  at  10,000).  8.  That  bd 
shall  be  disabled  ta  tiold  or  receh^e  any  office 
under  the  king,  or  for  the  commonwealth.  9. 
Lastly,  That  hit  be  ever  lield  an  infhmeus  per* 
son.** 

Order  Jbr  Ottervance  of  9etA  ef  MarchA 
March  97.  Moved  for  by  divers  lords,  agnecd 
OB,  and  oixiercd,  **  That  in  respect  of  his  ma« 
jestVs  roost  gracious  Speech,  made  here  on  the 
90tJi  of  March,  the  same  dav  shall  be,  yearly, 
a  sermon  day  throughout  all  England,  especi* 
ally  at  Westminster;  and  all  the  lords  then  in 
town  to  resort  unto  it.''  Ordered  further,  and 
decreed,  **  That  in  all  future  pariiameuts,  the  I 
Lords  shall  sit  in  their  robes  on  the  ^th  of 
March,  '  iu  perpetuam  rei  memoriam.'  ^ 

The  King  attdt  to  Motnpei$on*M  Sentence,^ 
The  lord  itdmiral  delivered  his  maj.'s  hearty 
thanks  to  the  Lords,  for  their  sentence  given ' 
yesterday  against  Mompesson,  it  being  so  just, 
and  yet  moderate,  in  respect  of  the  hemousness^ 
of  tlie  offence.  And  said,  That  the  king,  out 
of  regard  to  his  people  and  detestation  of  the 
said  crimes,  is  pleased,  ex  abundante,  to  in^ 
Aict  perpetual  banislument  on  the  said  Mom* 
pes^on,  out  of  all  his  majf  s  dominions. 

The  Commons  being  ready  in  the  Painted 
Chamber,  for  the  conference ;  before  the  Lords 
went  to  them,  tl»e  lord  treasurer  first  reported 
the  heads  of  what  he  was  to  deliver,  by  direc* 
tion  from  the  house.  **  To  make  a  short  re- 
cital of  his  maj.'s  gracious  speech  here  yester- 
day. His  moj.'s  good  allowance  and  appro- 
bation of  the  sentence  civcm  against  Mom* 
pesson;  and  that,  out  of  his  grace  and  favour 
to  the  people,  he  had  added,  to  the  punish- 
ment, perpetual  banishment.  That  the  lords 
of  this  house  yesterday  presented,  by  the  prince, 
their  humble  thanks  unto  his  maj.  tor  his  said 
speech  to  their  house ;  which  was  well  acoc^'nt* 
ill  of.  To  let  them  know  thnt  the  lords  did 
eonsider  of  the  preceHents  for  Empson  and 
Dudley ;  but  found  they  did  not  concur  with 
this  case  of  Mcmipesson  they  being  both  indict^ 
ed  for  treason.'*— Tlie  conference  being  ov^^ 
it  was  ordered,  That  the  whole  Proceedings 
against  Mompesson,  should  he  drawn  up  by 
tlwe  kilkg^s  council,  petHsed  by  a  committee  <^ 
fords  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  entered 
in  the  record*  of  pari. 

'  Thte  the  Lords  sent  a  message  to  the  Com* 
mons  to  kno^if  they  had  any  other  business 
fcft  them,  because  thej  did  ool  intend  to  sit  in 
the  al^emoon;  ifiiot  they  %Vished  them  all 
happmess  ill  their  departure  and  return. 
Ant,  *<  That  the  Cedimeas  have  received  the 
soWe  message,  searbjr  fheir  lirdships  U>  ihnai 
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fisrwiiklitbef  g«yetht«Lnost  hombW  UMk» 
that  the?  abo€eaM£ro9  bnwmtn  ibMaowim. 
Tlifey  AduMwkdte  tbt  gmu  mmI  soDd  imputx 
^tween  Ch«  twohonn^  wkm^  hM  been  msre 
this  pvL  than  ever  ^  aad  ChftC  thcjr,  fortb«r 
parts,  will  encleavour  to  csoiiiui*  it:  wai,  so 
tbev  wish  ail  hMour  aad  pcosperity  to  their 
lordi»hips."-^It  was  also  ordertd,  That  each 
earl  aiM  ▼iocottnt  shouki  pay  40s.  and  aacb 
bishop  and  baron  ^Os.  the  proaies  to  pay  ^ 
the  absent  lords;  which  modify  was  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  sonie^  gsntleoieu  employed  by 
the  committee^  in  seardiing  records  for  parlia- 
mentary precedents ;  which  were  to  be  traits* 
cribcd  m  parchment,  and  safely  kept. — Three 
particnlar  Committees  of  Lordb  appointed  to 
take  examinations  in  the  Lord*  Chancellor's 
Cause,  during  the  recess  of  pari.  After  which 
both  houses  aidjourned  to  the  17  th  of  April. 

Farther  Frocee/iinMS  ta  the  Cam  of  I^rd 
Bacon  and  ur  Edw,  viliun.Ji    April  If.   The 
liords  met;  when  the  first  thmg  that  was  dona, 
was  to  read,  a  3d  time,  a  bill  against  certain 
troublesome  persons,  commonly  caHcd  Rela- 
tors, Intbrmers,  and  Promoters;  and  it  was 
committed.     When  this  was  over,  the  lord 
chamberlain  acquainted  the  house,  <*  That,  in 
the  interim  of  the  cessation,  tlie  Lord  Chaa* 
cell  or  Bacon  had  been  an  humble  suitor  to  bis 
miy.  that  he  might  see  and  speak  with  him. 
And  although  his  maj.  in  respect  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  person,  and  of  the  place  he  held, 
might  have  (granted  his  lordship  that  favour ; 
yet,  for  that  his  lordship  was  under  the  trial  of 
this  hoiuic,  his  maj.  would  not,  on  the  sudden, 
comply  with  his  rccfiest."    That  on  Sunday 
last  the  king  called  ail  the  lords  of  this  house, 
which  were  of  his  privy  council,  before  him ; 
and'  demanded  their  lordships  advice  what  was 
best  to  be  done  in  that  affair.    The  lords  did 
not  presume  to  advise  his  maj.  because  he 
iiimself  did,  suddenly,  propound  such  a  course, 
as  the  world  could  not  advise  a  better;  which 
was,  to  speak  with  the  chancellor  privately. 
That  yesterday  his  m^.   admitted  the  loni 
chaiic  to  his  presence.     His  lordship  desired 
tliat  he  might  nave  a  particular  of  those  mat- 
ters, wherewith  he  was  charged   before  the 
lords  of  this  house:   for  it  was  not  possible 
for   him,  who  passed  so  many  orders  and 
decrees  in  a  year,   to  remember   all   things 
which  fell  out  in  them ;  and  that,  this  being 
granted,   his  lordship   would    make  two  re- 
quesu  to  his  miy.    **  tst.  That  when  his  An* 
swers  should  be  fair  and  clear  to  those  thinjcs 
olijected  aj^inst  hifn>  his  lordship  might  stand 
upon  his  mnoceocy.     Next,  That  where  hit 
Answers  should  not  be  m  fair  and  ciaar,  then 
his  lordship  nught  be  admitted  to  an  extenua- 
tion of  the  char^ :  and  where  the  proofs  were 
/uU  and  uodcniablty  his  lordship  would  inge- 
nuously confess  them,  and  pnt  himself  open 
the  mercy  of  the  Lords.**    Unto  all  which  his 
ma),  answered,  **  That  he  would  refer  him  to 
tlie  lords  of  this  house ;  and  thereibre  his  mm. 
desired  that  he,  the  lord  chamberlain,  would 
make  report  thetfof  to  theio.**    U  was  there- 


upon Offdere^  That  the  lord  ttvasuier  sboiakl 
acquaint  hi»  ma^  with  their  thankful  acknow-^ 
kf^ment  for  this  his  &vour,  and  that  thej.  bel4 
themselves  highly  bound  to  his  maj.  for  it. 

The  lord  a£nirak  Buekingkam,  in  a  speech 
made  to  the  lords  this  day,  protested  to  tbem^ 
"  That  whereas  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  world 
he  had  sent  his  brother,  sir  Edward  Villien^ 
abroad,  in  the  king's  service^on  purpose  to  sivoid 
his  trial,  touching  some  grievances  complained 
of  by  the  Commons:  his  lordship  was  so   fitr 
from  it,  that  he  bad  sent  to  hasten  his  oonuac 
home ;  and  if  any  thing  blame-worthy  could 
be  objected  against  him,  his  lordship  was  ae 
ready  to  censure  him  as  he  was  Mompesson. 
lie  desired  that  the  consideration  of  his  bit>- 
ther*s  affair  might  be  expedited ;  for,  although 
he  was  a  member  of  the  bwer  honse^  his  lord* 
ship  advised  him  not  to  go  there  till  be  had 
cleared  himself  here.    Ltttly,  his  lordship  re- 
quested, that  the  said  sir  £.  Villiers  might  come 
to  his  accusation,  for  so  he  should  gain  the 
greater  honour ;  his  lordship  not  doubting  hut 
that  he  could  well  clear  himself  fixxn  it.** — On 
this  several  lords  stood  up,  and  declared  their 
opinion,  ^  That  sir  £dw.  Villiers  might  go  to 
toe  lower  hbuse :  that  the  said  sir  £dw.  is  onlv 
named  obiter^  pr,  according  to  the  Trench 

Shmse^  en  paaoHt,  in  the  accusation  against 
lompesson  and  others;  but,  as  yet,  he  was 
not  accused  of  any  particular  offence  by  him 
committed." 

The  seijeant  at  arms,  attending  the  house, 
by  warrant,  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  fleet,  and 
bring  Matthias  Fowlis  to  the  bar  by  nine  the 
next  morning.  Also,  that  the  lord  chief  jus- 
tice should  grant  a  special  warrant  to  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower,  to  bring  sir  Henry  Yel- 
verton  and  sir  Francis  Mitchel  before  their 
lordships  at  the  same  time. 

Articles  of  Charge  against  Sir  H.  Yeherton 
with  his  Answers.]    April  18.    The  house  ad- 

nsed  themselves  into  a  committee,  to  de- 
and  settle  in  what  manner  to  proceed 
against  sir  Henry  Yelverton,  then  attorney  ge- 
neral, and,  being  agreed,  the  chief  justice  re- 
sumed his  place.  Sir  Henry  was  then  brought 
to  the  bar;  wlierc,  kneeling  till  he  was  bid  to 
rise,  the  chief  justice  read  the  charge  against 
him  J  unto  which  sir  Henry  nuule  the  following 
particuliu>  answers.  '<  Charge  I.  That  he  com- 
mitted divers  persons  for  rerasins  to  enter  into 
bonds  to  restrain  their  own  trade,  &c.  before  '^ 
he  had  any  authority  to  require  any  such  bonds. 
JUspoHse,  He  confessed  that  he^conunitted  di- 
vers to  prison,  and  justified  the  same.  That 
he  committed  none  to  restrain  them  of  their 
trades,  bat  for  their  stul)bomness  in  not  obeying 
the  kin^s  commands ;  which  he  did  to  advance 
the  lawlil  profit  of  his  master;  and  that  he  had 
authori^  to  do  it.— IL  That  he  firu  skned 
and  directed  the  iprrantt,  dormant,  havi^  no 
author!^  for  the  same,  and  yet  containing 
many  imwarrantable  clauses,  ttesp.  He  drew 
one,  and  first  signed  it;  but  no  clause  unvar- 
rantaUe  was  in  that,  and  he  justified  it:  for 
the  others,  he  neither  deoieth  nor  coofiueeth; 
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he  remembers  not  whether  he  drew  them  or 
no.— -III.  That  he  advised  the  patent  of  dold 
and  Silver-Thread  to  be  resumed  into  the  king's 
hands,  conceiving  the  same  to  be  a  monopoly ; 
and  advised  die  patentees  to  proceed  by  con- 
tract with  the  kiiii^.  Resp,  He  adWsed  not 
this  alone ;  he  was  the  weakest  amongst  many 
that  adviscfl  the  contract ;  he  denied  that  he 
conceived  it  to  be  a  monopoly,  and  doubts  not 
but  to  prove  it  to  be  no  monopoly ;  he  denied 
that  he  confessed  any  such  thing  to  the  Com- 
mons; he  denied  his  advice  to  the  contract  to 
colour  a  monopoly;  he  did  it  in  duty  to  the 
king. — IV.  lie  procured  a  proclamation  to 
take  bonds/ and  signed  'a  docquet,  shewing  his 
advising  with  the  llccorder  of  London  and  tlie 
city  thereupon  ;  whereas  the  recorder  was  not 
acquainted  with  it.  Resp.  He  utterly  denied 
he  made  any  such  docquet ;  he  did  sign  one, 
and  he  did  acquaint  the  lord  chancellor  and 
recorder  of  London  with  it,  and  desired  tlio 
recorder  to  acquaint  the  city  ;  but  denied  that 
the  docquet  is  that  lie  had  acquainted  the  city 
with.---V.  That  5401  quo  warranto's,  to  the 
vexation  of  the  people,  were  brought  by  him, 
touching  the  patent  of  Inns,  and  but  two  came 
to  trial.  Resp,  He  cannot  particularly  answer 
this:  if  it  appear  upon  record,  that  there  be  so 
many  signed  by  him,  he  confesses  it ;  but,  till 
then,  he  humbly  desires  to  be  retained  in  their 
lordhhips  favour.  Adding,  tlmt  if  ever  he  de- 
sened  well  of  his  maj.  it  was  in  tliis;  that  the 
king  and  subject  were  more  abused  by  that 
patent  than  by  any  oiher;  and,  as  he  takes  it, 
he  suffers,  at  this  day,  for  that  patent. — ^VI. 
That  he  commenced  divers  suits  m  the  exche- 

3uer,  touching  Gold  and  Silver-Thread ;  but 
id  not  prosecute  the  same.  lCe»>.  It  may  be 
he  did," — These  Answers  and  Confessions  bcmg 
read,  the  said  sir  Henry  having  leave  to  speak^ 
said,  "  That  he  tliought  himselfhappy  in  these 
mists  of  his  maj  .'s  disfavour,  that  he  was  pleased 
to  cast  that  grace  upon  him,  as  to  send  liim  to 
tliis  honourable  house:  that  innocency  had 
her  present  answer;  wisdom  required  time. 
Therefore  he  made-  his  most  humhle  suit  to 
have  a  particular  of  his  charge  in  writing,  and 
time- to  answer  the  same  ;  that  he  might  have 
leave  to  repair  to  his  chambers,  at  Gray's  Inn, 
and  to  his  house,  to  search  his  papers;  for  that 
the  matters,  objected  against  him,  did  look  into 
'  his  actions  for  4,  5,  and  7  years  of  liis  serving 
his  maj." — Sir  Henry  being  withdrawn,  and  the 
house  naving  taken  this  into  consideration,  he 
was  brought  to  tlie  bar  again ;  when  the  chief 
justice  told  him,  that  he  should  have  a  copy  of 
the  charge  objected  against  him ;  and  leave, 
under  the  lieutenant's  charge,  to  go  to  his 
house  and  chambers  to  view  his  papers ;  and 
to  have  time,  until  Saturday  come  se'nnight,  to 
make  his  further  answer;  which  was  more  than 
his  own  reouest.  And  an  order  of  the  house 
was  made  for  it  accordingly.  ^ 

The  Kings  Speech  to  the  Xorii.]  TApril  S4 
The  Lords  met  in  their  rolMs,  o^pecUng  the 
coming  of  the  kitig,  who  socm.  afber  dpp^u^ 
in  state ;  ftnd>  being  seated'QKllie  throne^  made 

Vot.  t. 


a  speech  to  them  to  this  effect :  He  first  made 
a  short  repetition  of  the  speech,  used  by  him, 
to  the  Lords  and  Commons  ou  their  acce^ 
unto  him,  on  Friday  last,  viz.  "  That,  at  tlmt 
time,  he  made  a  recantation  unto  them  of  his 
former  determination  not  to  use  any  speedies 
unto  them,  but  those  usual  at  the  Itcgiuning  or 
ending  of  a  pari.     Unt  that  the  Commons  did 
behave  so  worthily  nnto  him,  that  he  was  re- 
solved to  speak  oftener  unto  them,  hereafter, 
as  occasion  shall  require*     His  mnj«  did  put 
them  in   mind  of  the  occasions  of  calling  this 
pari,  which  were  tltese :  To  relieve  his  wants 
he  having  received  no  Subsidies  these  many 
years ;  and  for  the  relief  of  the  torn  estate  of 
Christendom.    To  make  good  Laws,    fo  hear 
and  redress  Grievances,  which  cannot  come  to 
a  king's  ear  better  than  by  pari. — For  the  first, 
his  maj.  told  them  that  he  had  more  cause  to 
give  his  subjects  thanks,  for  tiie  two  Subsidies 
granted  to  him  this  pari,  than  any  king  ever 
had ;  l>oth,  for  that  tlie  same  was  granted  in 
the  beginning  of  the  pari,  and  for  the  title  of  the 
grant.     That  his  maj.  had  taken  up,  upon  trust 
before-hand,  the  sums  granted  him  by  the  said 
Subsidies;  as  well  for  the  defence  of  the  Pala- 
tinate, as  for  the  maintenance  of  his  son-in-law 
and  his  daughter,  and  tlieir  children,  and  of  the 
dowager  also ;  who  are  all  expelled  out  of  their 
country,  as  also,  for  preparation  of  arms  for 
recovery  thereof.    That  his  majesty  Lad  pro- 
cured a  short  truce  and  did  hope  to  get  a  ge- 
neral peace  and  thereby  to  settle  them  in  then: 
country  again ;  but  was  to  be  at  ^reat  charges 
to  send  embassadors,  all  over  Christendom,  for 
the  effecting  thereof;  and  if  this  peace  could 
not  be  obtamcd,  then  his  maj.  would  send  his 
armies  to  recover  the  same.  The  great  charges 
of  either  of  these  could  not  be  supplied,  but  by 
more  Subsidies.    And  whereas  some  say  SuIh 
sidies  may  be  granted  at  the  next  session ;  lest 
when  the  same  are  given,  hb  maj.  might  dis- 
solve the  pari,  with  tliis  session,  within  which 
time  the  important  business  now  intended  can- 
not be  finished :  his  maj.  protested  before  God, 
that  whether  there   be  any  more  Subsidies  * 
granted,  or  not,  he  intends  not  to  dissolve  this 
pari,  till  tlie  matters  in  agitajion  be  finished. — 
At  to  the  making  of  good  Laws,  his  maj.  at 
his  first  coming  to  the  crown,  commanded  a 
collection  to   be  made  of  all  penal  statutes, 
which  books  he  heard  were  now  finished,  and 
he  was  glad  of  it.    The  said  penal  laws,  somd 
intricate,  some  obsolete  being  the  groundwork 
of  all  informers ;  and,  amongst  other  good  laws 
to  be  made,  his  maj.  especially  recommended 
a  reformation  of  abuses  by  Informers,    and 
that  they  be  punished. — As  to  complamts  of 
Grievances,  bis  maj.  commended  those  for  pub* 
lie  grievances ;  protesting,  that  he  would  pre- 
fer no  person,  whatsoever,  before  the  public 
good,    liis  maj.  was  also  pleased  ^*  To  put 
the  Lords  in  mind  of  tlieir  andent  orders  of  this 
house  in  hearing  complaints,  in  the  examina* 
tions  of  them,  and  their  manner  to  give  judg* 
ment  thereupon.    But  advised  them,  the  tima 
being  precious,  to  entertain  nothing  which  wat 
4K 
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to  say,  furtlicr^  **  '1  bat  be  was  now  coine  to 
ttpeak  boiiiewhat  particular  imto  tbc   lords  of 
this  house  in  regard  to  himself;  and  told  ibctn, 
tliat,  as  all  iibeU  agaiust  hinSelf  arc  generally 
pUJiidbed,  so  a  libel  againt»t  his  niaj.  in  open 
pari,  must  not  escape*     And  whereas  many 
complaints  are  already  made  against  courts  of 
judicature,  which  are  in  exainiuation,  and  arc 
to  be   proceeded  oa  by  the  Lord%  his  maj. 
woruld  add  some,  which  he  thinks  ht  alM>  to  be 
complained  of  and  redressed  ;  which  are,  That 
no  orders  be  made   but  in  public  courts  and 
not  in  chanbers :  That  excessive  tees  be  tn^cn 
awny :  That  no  bribery,  nor  money,  be  given 
for  titc  hcarine  of  ao]^  can^e.  These  and  many 
otlK^r  things  his  maj.  thought  fit  to  be  done 
this  session;  and   added,  That  when  he  Imd 
4dooe  tltis  and  all  tliat  he  -can  \to  for  the  good 
of  his  subjects,  he  confessed  he  had  but  done 
the  duty  wbereaoto  he  was  bom.    That  sir 
Ilcn.  Yelverton,   beinr  t)\e  other  day  at  tlie 
bar,  did  infer.  That  afi  the  puni:»hment  upon 
bim  was  iur  his  gpod  service  done  to  his  maj. 
The  king  said.  That  it  seemed  strange  to  him, 
that  sir  Ilenry  should  be  examined   upon  any 
tiling,  cave  the  Patent  of  Gold  arid  Silver^ 
Thread ;  for  his  maj.  did  not  conceive  tliat  any 
Matter  was  complained  of  against  him  relating 
to  Inns  and  Hosteries,  wlicrcof  he  was  here, 
4ilso,  examined.    That,  as  to  this  patent,  Mom- 
4>e6bon  made  complaint  to  his  maj.  that  sir 
ilenry  refused  to  send  any  process  of  quo  war- 
ranto against  a  multitude  of  Imikeop ers ;  and 
iiis  n^j.  accepted  of  sir  Henry's  modest  an- 
swer to  this,  that  he  misliked  these  proceedings 
Against  his  subjects.    But,  afterwards,  his  ra^. 
«niderstood,  that  Mompesson  agreeing  that  sir 
lienry  Yelveiton  should  i-eceive  the  fees  due 
nnto  him  for  the  said  process,  sir  Henry  yield- 
ed thereunto,  and  Mompessou  n>ade  no  more 
complaints  tliercof. — His  maj.  to  clear  him- 
self, did  lay  open  to  the  Lords  the  many  former 
just  dislikes,  which  he  had  against  this  ortcnder, 
air  Henry,  beforehe  questioned  him ;  and  said 
the  first  mislike  he  found  in  him  was,  That  his 
maj.  referring  a  pardon  of  petty  theft,  to  be 
considered  of  by  him  and  the  tlten  solicitor  ; 
be  alone  took  it  into  his  consideration,  and 
signed  a  pardon  for  murder  also. — ^That  sir 
Henry  passed  at  one  time  4  patents  for  his 
maj.  to  grant,  which  the  lord  chancellor  stayed 
at  the  sod,  the  same  being  found  to  be  very 
inconvenient.     Hereupon  his  maj.  intended  to 
liave  removed  him,  but,  by  way  of*  preferment ; 
«nd  finding  at  that  time  a  judge's  phice  void, 
he  thought  to  have  bestowed  that  upon  hiin. 
But  because  he  had  not  any  precedent  that 
-tlie  king's  attorney  general  was  ever  removed 
to  any  other  place  tlian  that  of  a  chief  judge, 
Jiis  maj.  did  then  forbear,  expecting  some  other 
place  for  him. — ^That  his  maj.  hearing  of  tlie 
charter  of  the  city  of  London,  lately  renewed, 
containing  many  new  excessive    grants,  al- 
^ough  sir  Henry  then  exceeded  his  maj.'s 
-warrant,  yet,  his  maj.  was  pleased,  at  the  first 
to  tell  him  gently  and  privately  of  it;  when 


denied  absolutely' that  any  new  liberties  ww 
contained  in  the  said  grant;  and  desired  ty 
kiss  his  maj.'s  hand  on  that  condition,  wfcici 
he  did.  Aftenfiards  when  his  Jiftsy.  iateadcd 
to  question  the  said  sir  Henry  for  the  same,dK 
lord  Admiral  besouglit  his  maj.  not  to  ^nk 
of  any  private  wronj^s  done  to  his  lordship  m 
the  examination  of  tJiis  business,  touclung  da 
charter  of  J/)ndon.  That  sir  Henry,  at  lie 
firkt,  justified  himself  by  his  maj's  warnnit,  th« 
by  it  he  might  have  given  awiiy  aU  Londos 
firom  him ;  yet,  at  last,  he  made  a  g«>od  lub* 
mission,  in  the  beginning;  but -in  the  end,  he 
said,  he  had  not  wronged  his  naaj.'s  preroga- 
tive.— His  maj.  shewed  how  gentle  the  pro- 
ceedings were  acainst  sir  Henry,  by  him  and 
tlie  lords  in  the  Star-Chambcx.  But  since  that 
now  he  taxes  his  maj.  that  he  suflfers  fer  cooJ 
ser%'ice  done  to  him,  his  maj.  requires  the  loids 
who  arc  able  to  do  him  justice,  to  punish  tbe 
said  Sir  Henry  Yclvcrton  for  his  slander." 
Comprint  against  Sir  John  Bennct,  ZDko  k^ 


been  eipellcd  hi/  the  Commons  far  Bribery,  dr.] 
Wiien  his  maj'.  had  ended  his  speech,  and  »i« 
defiarted  from  the  house,  the  Lords  received  i 
message  from  tlie  Commons  to  this  eflfect :  foe, 
"  'J'hat  the  Commons  desire  n  re-confefence 
on  the  bill  against  Informers.  Next,  that  ihef 
had  received  complaints  of  divers  exorbitaa 
oppressions  and  bribery,  committed  by  sir  Jobs 
Bonnet,  knt.  late  a  member  of  their  bouse,  btt 
now  expelled  by  them  for  the  same  ;  that  they 
desire  a  conference  also  about  him.'*  Agreed 
to  be  at  4  this  afternoon,  in  the  Painted  Cham- 
ber. It  \%'ns  ordered,  by  general  consciA  o: 
the  whole  house,  "  That  h.  r.  h.  the  prince 
should  be  one  of  all  committees,  if  his  highses 
so  please  to  be." 

lA)td  BgcohU  Submission  to  the  LorA.}— 
April  24,  p.  m.  His  royal  highness  siprnified  t« 
the  l^rds,  That  tlie  lord  chancellor  had  sent  a 
Submission  unto  their  lordships,  whi(^  wss 
presently  read,  in  Inec  verba  : 

"  T«)  itie  right,  hon.  the  Lords  of  the  Farlii- 
ment  in  the  Upper  House  assembled.  TU 
huutblc  Suhiniasion  and  Supplication  of 
the  liord  Chimcellor." 

<'  May  it  please  your  lordships,  I  shall  hon- 
bly  cmvc  at  ypur  hands  a  beni^  interpreta- 
tion of  that  which  I  shall  now  wntc  :  for  woFch 
that  ooine  fitmi  wasted  spirits,  and  oppressed 
minds,  are  more  safe  in  being  deposited  to  ■ 
noble  construction,  than  being  circled  with  asy 
reserved  caution.  This  being  moved  (and,  as 
I  hope,  obtained  of  your  lordships^  as  a  pro- 
tection, to  all  that  I  shall  say,  I  snail  go  ob; 
but  with  a  ver^  strange  entrance,  as  ma^  seefi 
to  your  lordships,  at  Irst :  for,  in  die  nudst  of 
a  state  of  as  great  affliction  as,  I  think,  a  mortil 
man  can  endure ;  (honour  being  above  life)  I 
shall  begin  with  tlie  professing  of  ^adnesB  in 
some  tilings. — llie  1st  is,  That  •hereafter  ^ 
greatness  of  a  judge,  or  magistrate,  shall  be  no 
sanctuary  or  protection  to  him  aij^dnst  gaiki- 
nessy  which  is  the  begiaung  of  a  ^idca  woik. 
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The  next,  That  after  this  example,  it  m  like 
that  judges  will  fly  from  any  thing  in  the  like- 
ness of  corrupfioa  (though  it  were  at  a  great 
distance])  as  from  a  serpent;  which  tends  to 
the  punning  of  the  courts  of  justice,  and  re- 
ducing them  to  tlieir  true  honour  and  splen*- 
dour.  And  in  these  two  points,  (God  is  my 
vritBcss)  though  it  he  roy  fortune  to  be  the  an- 
vil upon  which  these  two  eflect#  arc  broken 
and  wrought,  I  take  no  small  comfort.  But  to 
pass  from  the  motions  of  my  heart  (whereof 
God  is  my  judge)  to  the  merits  of  my  cau)>c, 
whereof  your  lordships  are  judges,  under  God 
fUid  his  lieutenant :  I  do  understand  there  hath 
been  heretofore  expected  from  me  some  justi- 
fication ;  and  therefore  I  have  chosen  one  only 
jubtificaiion,  instead  of  all  others,  out  of  the 
^tification  of  Job,  For  after  the  clear  Sub- 
mission and  Confessioo  which  I  shall  now  make 
unto  your  lordsliips,  I  hope  I  may  say,  and 
justify  with  Job,  in  the^  words,  *  I  have  not 
ikid  my  sin,  as  did  Adani,  nor  concealed  my 
faults  m  my  bosom.'  This  is  the  only  justilica* 
tion  wluch  I  will  use.— rit  rests,  thcretbre,  that 
without  fig-leaves  I  do  ingeniously  confess  and 
^icknowledge,  tliat  having  understood  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  cliarge,  not  formally  from  the 
house,  but  enoush  to  inform  my  cont^cience 
and  memory  :  I  find  matter  sufiicicnt  and  full, 
.both  to  move  me  to  desert  my  defence,  and  to 
move  vonr  lordships  to  condemn  and  c<jnsure 
me.  Neither  will  I  trouble  your  lordhliips  by 
cingiing  those  particulars  which  I  think  might 
fall  on,  *  Quid  te  exempta  juvat  spinis  de 
miliibua  vmtt^  Neither  will  I  prompt  your 
lordships  to  observe  upon  the  proofs  where  they 
come  not  home,  or  the  scruple  touching  the  cre- 
dits of  the  witnesses.  Neither  will  I  represent  to 
your  lordships,lK>w  far  a  defence  might,  in  divers 
things,  extenuate  the  offence,  in  respect  of  the 
time  and  manner  of  rhe  guilt,  or  tlie  hke  cir- 
cumstances;' but  only  leave  these  tilings  to 
spring  out  of  your  own  mure  noble  thoughts 
and  obaervations  of  the  KvKlence,  and  exami- 
nations themselves ;  'and  charitably  to  wind 
about  the  particulars  of  the  charge,  here  and 
there,  as  God  shall  put  into  your  minds,  and 
to  submit  myself  wholly  U>  your  piety  and 
grace. — And  now  I  have  spoken  to  your  lord- 
ships as  judges,  I  shall  say  a  few  words  onto 
you  as  peers  and  prelates,  humbly  commend- 
ing my  cause  to  your  noble  minds  and  mag- 
nanimous affections.  Your,  lordships  are  not 
simply  judges,  but  parUam.entary  judges ;  you 
have  a  farther  extent  of  arbiti*ai7  power  than 
Other  courts ;  and  if  you  be  not  tied  by  ordi- 
nary couive  of  courts,  or  preoedent^^,  in  f loints 
oi*  strictness  and  severity,  mudr  less  in  points 
of  mercy  and  mitigation :  and  yet  if  any  thing, 
which  I  shall  move,  might  be  contrary  to  your 
hoiKMirablf  and  ^rthy  end,  (tb«  introducing 
a  reformation)  I  should  not  seek  it.  But  herein 
I  beseech  your  lordships  to  give  n^e  leave  to 
|ell  yoo  a  story. — ^fitus  Maolras  took  his  sou's 
life»  for  giving  battle  against  the  prohibition  of 
bis  general :  aot  many  years  after,  the  like  so-, 
verity  was  ptNVued  by  Papinvs  Cursor,  the 


Dictator,  against  Quintas  Maxinous^  who  being 
upon  the  point  to  be  sentenced,  was,  by  the 
intercession  of  some  particular  persons  of  the, 
senate,  spared :,  whereupon  Livy  m;^eth  thi% 
^rave  and  gnicious  observation,  *  Ncqup  minu^ 
hnnataest  disciphna  militaris  periculo  Quhiti 
Maxiini,  quum  uiiserabili  supplicio  Titi  Manlii.* 
The  discipline  of  war  was  no  less  estahlishecl 
by  the  questioning  of  Quiiitus  Maximus,  that! 
by  the  punjshnicnt  of  Titus  Manlius^  And  the 
same  reason  is  in  the  refonnation  of  justice; 
for  the  questioning  of  men  in  eminent  places, 
hath  the  same  terror,  though  not  the  some  ri* 
gour,  with  the  punishment.  But  my  cause  stays 
not  there ;  for  inv  humble  desire  is,  that  his 
niaj.  would  take  the  seal  into  his  hands;  which 
is  a  great  downfall,  ami  may  ser\e,  1  hope,  in 
itscl;,  for  an  expiation  of  my  faults. — Then» 
fore,  if  mercy  and  miti£;ation  be  in  your  lord- 
ships power,  and  no  way  cross  your  ends,  why 
should  1  not  hojK?  of  your  f^vor  and  coinmisc* 
ration.  Your  lordsRips  will  be  pleased  to  be- 
hold your  chief  pattern,  the  king  ourfiovereiuu, 
a  king  of  incomparable  clemency,  and  whu^e 
heart  is  inscrutable  for  wibdoin  and  goo(lncs:> ; 
and  your  lordships  will  remember,  tiiere  sat 
not,  these  hundred  years  before,  a  prince  iu 
your  house ;  and  never  such  a  f)rincc,  whose 
presence  deserveth  to  he  made  raenjoralJe  by 
records,  and  acts  mixed  of  mercy  and  justice. 
Yourselves  are  either  nobles,  (and  compassion 
ever  beatcth  in  the  veins  of  noble  blood,)  or 
reverend  prelates,  who  arc  the  servants  of 
IHm  that  would  not  break  the  bruised  reed,  nor 
quench  the  sinoaking  flax.  You  all  sit  upon  a 
high  stage,  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  sensi- 
ble of  the  chaiigoa  of  humnn  condition^,  and  of 
the  fall  of  many  from  high  places. — ^Neither 
will  yoar  lordships  forget,  that  there  are  *  X'itia 
temporis,*  as  well  as  *  viiia  hominis ;'  and  the 
l)eginning  of  reformation  hath  tlic  contrary 
power  to  the  pool  of  Fiethesda ;  for  that  had 
stremgtli  to  cure  him  only  that  was  tirst  cast  in, 
and  this  hath  stcen^th  to  hurt  him  only  that  is 
tirst  cast  iq  ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  wisii  it  may 
slay  there,  and  go  no  further. — Lastly,  I  assure 
myself,  your  lordships  have  a  noble  fccUug  of 
me,  as  a  member  of  your  own  body :  and  one 
tliat  in  this  very  session  had  some  taste  ofyour  lo- 
sing affections,  w  liich,  I  liope,  was  not  a  lightning 
before  the  death  of  them,  l>ut  rather  a  spark 
of  that  grace,  which  now  in  tlie  conclusion  will 
more  appear:  and  therefore  my  humble  suit 
to  your  lordships  i?.  That  my  penitent  Submis- 
sion mav  be  my  sentence;  tlie  loss  of  my  Seal 
my  punishment;  and  that  your  lordships  woul4 
recommend  me  to  hisraaj.'s  grace  and  pardou 
for  all  that  is  past.  God^  holy  spirit  be  among 
you.  Your  lordships  humble  servant,  apd  sup» 
pliant,  Fran.  St.  Alban,  Cane  April  22, 
1621."  . 

This  Submission  being  read  by  the  cl^rk^  and 
afterwards  repeated  by  the  lord  diief  justice, 
die  house  adjourned,  *  ad  libitum/  for  the  bet^ 
ter  debating.  Whether  the  said  Submission  wac 
a  aqfficieBt  Cofitession  for  the  lords  to  j^rotind 
their  ceaswre  on^   tbeir  liird^bipi  bang  all 
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agreed,  That  the  lord  chancellor's  Submission 
was  not  satisfactory,  tor  that  his  Confession 
therein  was  not  fully  nor  particularly  set  down 
but  did,  in  some  sort,  extenuate  it,  and  seemed 
to  prescribe  the  eenteifice  to  be  given  against 
him  by  the  house  :  It  was  resolved.  That  the 
lord  chancellor  should  be  chared  with  the 
Briberies  and  Corruptions  complained  of  against 
him,  and  that  he  should  make  a  particular  an- 
swer rberctfiiio.  But,  whether  the  chancellor 
should  be  brought  to  the  bar  to  hear  the  charge, 
or,  that  respect  being  had  to  his  person,  as  hav- 
ing yet  the  king's  great  seal,  the  charge  shall  be 
sent  to  him  in  writing;  was  much  debated. 
And,  bring  put  to  the  question,  it  was  carried 
for  the  latter. 

It  was  then  ordered.  That  mr.  Baron  Den- 
ham  and  mr.  attorney  eeneral*  should  he  sent 
to  the  chancellor  with  tiiis  message,  *'  That  his 
Confession  was  not  fully  set  down  in  the  said 
Submission,  for  3  causes :  1.  His  lordship  con- 
fesseth  not  any  particular  bribe  nor  corruption. 
2.  Nor  shewcth  how  his  lordship  heard  of  the 
charge  thereof.  3.  The  Confession,  such  as 
it  is,  is  aflen%ards  extenuated  in  the  said  Sub- 
mission ;  and  therefore  the  lords  have  sent  him 
a  particular  of  the  charge,  and  do  expect  his 
answer  with  all  convenient  expedition." 

Corruptions  charged  on  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Bacon^  with  the  Proofs  thereof, 

*'  I.  In  tlie  cause  between  sir  Rowland 
Egerton,  knight,  and  Edward  Egerton,  esq. 
the  lord  chancellor  received  5001.  on  the 
part  of  sir  Rowland,  before  he  decreed  the 
same.  Proved  by  the  deposition  of  sir  Row- 
land Egerton,  and  John  Brooke,  who  pro- 
vided the  money,  and  payed  it  to  the  chanc.'s 
agent.  Bcvis  Thelwell  deposes  he  delivered 
2001.  to  the  lord  chancellor.  He  received  from 
Edw.  Egerton,  in  the  same  cause,  4001.  proved 
by  the  depositions  of  sir  Rd.  Young  and  sir 
Creorge  llsujtiiigs,  Ralph  Merefeild,  and  Tris- 
tram Woodward. — II.  In  the  cause  l»etwecu 
Ilody  and  Hody,  he  received  a  dozen  of  but- 
tons of  the  value  of  50l.  a  fortnight  after  the 
cause  was  ended :  proved  by  the  depositions 
of  sir  Tho.  Perient  and  John  Churchill ;  who 
sneaks  of  a  greater  value  by  the  report  of 
Ilody. — ni.  In  the  cause  between  tne  lady 
Wharton  and  the  coheirs  of  sir  Fra.  Willough- 
by,  he  received  of  the  lady  SlOl.;  proved  by  the 
depositions  of  the  lady  Wharton,  Rd.  Keeling, 
and  Anthony  Gardner. — IV.  In  sir  T.  Monk's 
cause,  he  received  of  Sir  Thoma.s,  by  the 
hands  of  sir  Hen.  Holmes,  11 01.  but  this  was  9 
months  after  the  suit  was  ended :  proved  by 
sir  Hen.  Holmes.— V.  In  the  cause  between 
sir  John  Trevor  and  Ascne,  he  received  of  the 
said  j.ii'  John  lOOl. :  proved  by  Rd.  Keeling. — 
VI.  In  the  cause  between  Holman  and  Young, 
be  received  of  Young  lOOl.  after  the  decree 
made  for  him :  proved  by  the  aforesaid  Rd. 
Keeling. — VII.  In  the  cause  between  Usher 
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and  Wrcnham,  after  the  decree  was  past,  he 
received  of  Fisher  a  suit  oi  hangings  ^wortb 
1601.  and  better ;  which  Fisher  gave  bv  ndiTce 
of  Mr.  Shute :  proved  by  sir  Edw.  Wisher. — 
VIII.  In  tlje  cause  between  Kennedairand  \'ja>- 
lore  lie  had  of  Kennedy  a  rich  Cabmet  'worth 
8001. :  proved  by  James  Kenneday. — IX.  He 
borrowed  of  Vanlore   lOOOl.   upon    his 
bond,  at  one  time ;  and  the  like  sum  at  ; 
ther  time,  on  his  own  note,  indorsed  by  Miint, 
his  man :  proved  by  Peter  Vanlore. — X.   He 
received  from  lliclmrd  Scott  SOOL   after  bb 
cause  was  ended,  bat  upon  a  precedent  pit>- 
mise ;  likewise,  he  had  in  the  same  cause  lOOL 
for  sir  John  LenthalPs  part:  proved  by  R<L 
Scott  and  Edw.  Sherborne. — ^XI.  In  a  cause 
between  Wroth  and  sir  Arthur  Manwaring,  be 
hiid  of  the  former   lOOL:    proved   by  John 
Churchill  and  John  Hunt.— Xtl.   Sir  Ralph 
Hansby,  having  a  cause  depending  before  the 
chancellor,  he  had  of  him  5001. :  prured  by 
sir  Ralph.*— XIII.  Wm.  Coumon  bad  an  ex- 
tent granted  him  for  a  debt  of  ISOOl.  the  lord 
chanc.  staid  it  and  wrote  his  letter ;  on  which 
part  of  the  debt  was  naid  preseatly,  and  part 
at  a  future  day.    The  lord  chanc.  bcreupoii 
sends  to  borrow  5001.  and,  because  Coontoa 
was  to  pay  one  Huxley  4001.  his  lordship  re- 
quired Iluxley  to  forbear  it  for  6  months,  and 
thereupon  obtains  the  money  from  Coontoo. 
The  money  being  unpaid,  suit  grows  between 
Huxley  and  Couiiton,  in  chancery ;  where  his 
lordship  decreed  Counton  to  pay  Huxley  the 
debt,  with  damages  and  costs,  when  the  mooej 
was  in  his  own  hands:  proved  by  Wm.  Coon- 
ton. — XIV,  In  the  cause  between  sir  William 
Brunker  and  Aubrey,  the  chancellor  receiveil 
from  Aubrey  lOOl. :  proved  by  the  depositions 
of  Christ.  Aubrey,  sir  George  Hastings,  and 
the  letters  from  Aubrey  to  the  lord  cbanc^or. 
— XV.  In  lord  Montague's  cause,  lie  received 
from  that  lord  6  or  700l.  and  more  was  to  be 
paid  at  the  end  of  the  cause :  proved- by  lliel- 
well. — XVI.  In  Mr.  Dunch's  cause  he  received 
from  him  2001. :  proved  by  Thelwell — XVII. 
In  a  cause  between  Reynell  and  Peacock,  the 
lord  chanc.  received  from  Reynell  9001.  and  a 
diamond  ring  worth  5  or  600). :  proved  by  Joha 
Hunt  and  sir  John  Reynell;     He  took  of  Pea- 
cock also  lOOl.  and  borrowed  lOOOl.  without 
security,  interest,  or  time  of  repavment :  proved 
by  Wm.  Peacock  and  James  Rolfe — XVIIL 
In  the  cause  between  Smithwick  and  Wyche, 
he  received  from  the  farmer  3001.  which  was 
repaid :  proved  by  John  Hunt. — XIX.  In  sir 
Henry  Russel's  cause,  he  received  money  from 
hinv;  but  it  is  not  certain  how  much :  proved 
by  Hunt.— XX:  In  tlie  cause  of  Mr.  Baiter, 
the  chancellor  received  of  Barker  7001. 1 4>roved 
b^  Rob.  Barker  and  Edw.  Sherborne.— -XXI. 
There  being  a  reference  from  bis  maj.  to  bis 
lordship,  of  a  business  between  the  grocers  and 
apothecaries  of  London,  he  received  of  the 
grocers  2001. :  proved  by  sir  Tho.  Middletoo, 
alderman  Johnson,  and  John  Banbuiy.    And 
he  received,  in  the  same  cause  of  the  apothe- 
csuriesy  who  opposed  the  grocery,  a  taster  of 
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gold  worth  40  or  501.  together  with  a  present 
of  ambem-casc :  proved  by  sir  Tho.  Middle- 
ton  and  Samuel  Junes.  Also,  of  the  new  com- 
pany  of  apothecaries,  in  the  same  cause  lOOl. : 

5 roved  by  John  Kellet  and  Gabriel  Sheriff. — 
XII,  He  took  of  the  French  merchants  lOOOl. 
to  constrain  the  vintners  of  London  to  take 
fiponi  them  1500  tuns  of  wine :  proved  by  Rob. 
Bell,  Wm.  Spi-ight,  and  Rd.  Peacock.  Fo  ac- 
complish this  business  he  used  very  indirect 
means,  bv  colour  of  lus  office  and  authority, 
without  bdl  or  suit  depending ;  terrifying  the 
yintners  by  threats  and  imprisonments  of  their 
persons,  to  buy  wines,  for  \^  hich  they  had  no 
use  nor  need,  at  higher  rates  than  they  were  at 
that  time  vendible:  proved  by  John  Child, 
lienry  Ashton,  Tho.  llaselfote,  Ralph  Moore, 
Tho.  Knight,  and  the  chancellor's  own  letters 
and  orders. — ^XXIII.  The  lord  chancellor  hath 
also  given  way  to  great  exactions  by  bis  ser- 
vants, both  in  respect  of  private  seals,  and 
likewise  for  sealing  of  injunctions,  with  other 
things:  proved  by  Thomas  Mauwood  ajid'Rd. 
Keeling.^' 

April  25,  p.  m.  Mr.  Baron  Den  ham  and 
Mr.  Attorney  General  reported,  That  they  did 
yesterday  deliver  unto  the  lord  chancellor,  the 
Charge  of  his  Corruptions,  ficc.  in  writing,  and 
required  his  lordship's  Answer;  who  said  he 
would  return  one  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  lord  chief  justice  received  a  letter  from 
the  lord  chancellor,  directed  to  sir  James  Ley, 
knt.  lord  chief  justice  of  the  king's  bench,  and 
supplymg  the  place  of  lord  chancellor  by  com- 
mission; whicn  letter  the  Lords  would  take  no 
notice  of,  because  it  was  directed  to  the  lord 
chief  justice,  and  not  to  the  house. 

It  was  moved  by  the  lord  Southampton, 
*'  That  the  lord  chancellor's  Answer  was  not 
satisfactory  to  their  last  message ;  but  that  he 
should  be  required  to  answer  directly  from  his 
own  mouth." '  -  Upon  this  a  long  debate  arose. 
Whether  he  should  be  brought  to  the  bar  or 
no  ?  At  lost  another  message  was  forced  upon 
to  be  sent  to  this  effect^  "  That  their  lordships, 
having  received  a  doubtful  answer  to  the  mes- 
sage they  s^nt  to  him  yesterday,  they  now  send 
again  to  him  to  know  of  him,  directly  and  pre- 
sently, whether  he  will  make  hisConfessiiin,  or 
stand  upon  his  defence  ?" — Ansrcei',  *^  That  the 
lord  chancellor  will  make  no  manner  of  defence 
to  the  charge,  but  meaneth  to  acknowledge 
Corruption :  to  make  a  particular  confession 
to  every  point;  and,  after  that,  an  humble 
submission :  but  he  humbly  craves  liberty,  that 
where  the  charge  is  more  liiU  than  he  finds  the 
truth  of  the  feet,  he  may  make  declaration  of 
the  real  truth  in  such  particulars,  the  charge 
being  brieC^  and  not  containing  all  circum- 
stances." The  Lords  allowed  him  time,  to 
April  the  doth,  to  send  such  Confession  and 
Submission  as  he  intended  to  make. 

Proceedings  in  the  Case  of  Sir  John  Benjiet.'] 
The  lord  treasurer  reported  what  occurred  at 
the  conference  yesterday  with  the  Commons, 
touching  the  afiair  of  sir  John  Bennett,  the  efiect 
thereof  wasj  that  the  said  sir  John  Sennett;  knt. 


judg^  of  the  prerogative  conrt  of  Canterbury, 
being  directed  by  Law,  both  what  to  do,  and 
what  fees  to  take,  did,  contrary  to  law,  exact 
great  and  extream  fees,  with  much  bribery,' 
Some  complaints  against  him  were  opened, 
with  a  request  from  the  Commons  that  they 
might  send  up  more  hereafter,  if  any  came  b^ 
fere  them."  -  A  Petition  from  sir  John  Bennett 
to  the  Lords  was  read,  humbly  shewing,  *'  That 
he  was  kept  a  close  prisoner,  under  the  custodj 
of  the  sheriff  of  London,  in  his  o\\«  house,  an4 
humbly  desiring  to  have  the  liberty  of  that^ 
upon  good  security."  Upon  a  motion  made  to 
the  lords,  how  far  the  petitioner  should  ha\'e 
this  liberty  granted  him,  it  was  at  last  asreed 
and  ordered,  "  That  whereas  sir  John  had  pre- 
sented a  Petition,  setting  forth  that  he  warn 
kept  a  close  prisoner,  6cc.  their  lordsliips  would 
permit  him  tnc  liberty  of  his  own  house,  upon 
this  security ;  to  give  into  this  court  the  names 
of  such  sufficient  persons  as  wiH  be  bail  for  his 
forthcoming ;  who  shall  be  bound  in  the  fell 
sum  of  40,0001.  or  else  he  shall  be  committed 
to  the  Tower,  and  have  the  liberty  thereof." 

Cimrge  against  Sir  Francis  MitcA^U.}-* 
April  26.  1  he  collection  of  offences  commit* 
ted  by  sir  Francis  Mitchell,  copartner  with 
Mompcsson,  with  the  proofe  thereof,  was  read, 
v'a,  1.  "  That  he  received  an  anuoty  of  lOOl. 
per  aim.  to  be  continued  for  5  years,  for  exe- 
cuting the  commission,  touching  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver-Thread. Proved  by  the  deed  of  the  grant 
thereof  from  Rd.  Dyke  and  sir  N.  Salter,  knt. 
to  him  the  said  Mitchel,  dated  May  2T,  ann. 
17  Jac.*~lL  He  and  Henry  Tweedy  took  upon 
them  the  execution  of  the  firit  «Hnmis8K>n> 
touching  Gold  and  Silver-Thread,  and  therein 
exceeded  and  abused  their  power,  by  commit- 
ing  divers  to  prison  before  conviction,  and>hj 
committing  J  others  for  refusing  to  enter  into 
bonds  required  by  them,  and  not  warranted 
by  the  said  commission.  Proved  by  the  seve- 
ral persons  committed  for  i"«fusing  to  be  bound 
from  following  their  free  trades. — III.  That 
there  being  a  second  commission,  touching 
Gold  and  Silver-Thread,  granted,  he  alono 
committed  divers  to  prison,  the  autiiority  being 
given  to  two. — IV.  That  he  erected  an  office, 
kept  a  court,  made  officers  and  divers  unwar- 
rantable orders,  and  exacted  bonds  for  the 
obser^i'ance  of  the  stune.  Proved  by  his  books 
of  orders,  and  the  bonds  themselves,  &c. — ^V*. 
That  in  a  suit  between  Fowles  and  Lake,  in 
the  Star-Chambcr  he  took  of  the  latt^three 
122s.  peices  to  compound  the  same :  proved  by 
Lake." 

Sir  F.  Mitchell  being  called  to  the  bar,  was 
charged  with  the  said  offences ;  and  he  made 
his  answers  unto  them  particularly.  Some  he 
denied  and  others  confessed ;  and  then  having 
leave  to  speak  for  himself,  he  made  a  discourse 
"  commending  the  first  commission  of  Gold 
and  Silver-Thread ;  and  that  he  misliked  the 
second  commission,  and  would  not  have  medled 
with  it,  if  he  could  have  avoided  itt  but  Mom* 
pesson  told  him,  weekly,  that  he  had  a  com- 
mand frum  the  king  to  do  thus  and  thus ;  and 
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^h«t  coold  h<^  do  to  wtUisUiMi  Moitipesson  ^" 
iImu  be  was  wklidm^m. 

AiNril  £6)  p.  m.  Matthias  Fowlb  was  brought 
to  toe  bar,  and  chared  nith  many  hcnious 
cH^nceS)  in  the  piiteut  of  Gold  and  SiUer- 
Thread,  &c.  by  fabe-dvini;  and  counierfeiting 
the  smne;  whtch,  having  answered  to,  he  was 
ordered  agiain  to  the  bar  the  next  morning. — 
April  27.  The  charge  !iiiain>t  Foivlis  coiiti- 
iMied,  and  his  defence,  which  took  up  the  whole 
forenoon.  Aftervrords  the  lords  agrt>ed  to  mcot 
in  their  robes,  and  gi\"€  beiileuce  a;£;unsi  ^r  F. 
^itdH)U,  in  the  attcrnoon ;  and  Jtowiis  was 
ordered  to  attend  also. 

April  ^r,  p.  in.  Som«  debate  arose  in  the 
b«use,.  Whether  sir  F.  Mitchell  should  be  exn- 
VHoed  again,  as  to  some  points,  before  sen- 
tence ?  it  was  agreed  he  should.  And,  after  some 
questioos  about  other  masters,  he  was  parti- 
cuktrly  examined  about  sir  K.  X^iUiers,  Hucking- 
'  bain's  brother;  who  ia  named  ai<K)  by  the  Coin- 
fions  in  their  declaration,  lie  said,  "  That 
ke  wa»  toW  by  liearsay,  sir  Edw.  Villiers  waJr 
■with  sir  Henry  Yclverton,  about  this  business 
of  the  patent  of  Gold  and  iSilver«-l'hr^d ;  but 
knows  not  for  certain  of  any  thing  which  sir 
Edw.  said,  or  that  sir  Henry  wrote  any  letters 
to  the  lord  chancellor,  about  the  commitroent 
of  any  offenders  again^  that  patent.  He  said 
that  sir  Henry  \elverton  cciiumttcd  3  or  4 
silk-men,  as  he  hath  beard ;  but  he  knows  not 
whether  sir  Edw.  was  present  at  the  commit- 
ment of  the  silk-men,  or  whether  t\r  Edw.  did 
threaten  chcse  silk-men ;  but  adds,  he  bnth 
beard  that  tlie  said  sir  Edw.  wa£  accused  of  it ; 
but  be  knows  not  by  whom.'' 

Edition  qftir  Henry  Yei-oerton,']  April  28. 
The  tieutenanc  oi  the  Tower  was  called  on  to 
bring  inthe  body  of  sir  H.  Yelfertou,  according 
to  an  order  of  the  house  the  18th  inst.  The  lieut. 
Excused  his  not  bringing  the  prisoner,  because 
be  was  so  troubled  with  the  riieum  and  tooth- 
tch  he  was  not  able  to  srpeak.  The  otticer  was 
sworn  to  this ;  and  besides  it  was  ordered.  That 
the  Earls  of  Dorset  and  NVan^ick,  the  bp.  of 
bangor,  the  lords  Himsden,  Walden,  and  Grey 
should  be  sent  to  the  Tower  to  view  die  person 
of  the  said  sir  Henry,  and  examine  the  truth 
of  the  excuse  delivered  by  the  lieut.— ^In  regard 
that  his  maj.  in  a  late  speech  in  tliis  house,  bad 
said,  **  That  the  objections  of  the  writs  of  quo 
warrantp,  in  the  business  of  the  Inns,  agaijist 
sir  Henry  Yelverton,  was  somewhat  stnmge 
liato Juna/'  it  was  inored  in  the  house,  Thut 
die  iSrds  should  endeavour  to  give  his  nmj. 
§atisfection  of  the  reasons  thereof.  A  commit- 
tee was  ^ereibre  appointed  to  wait  on  his 
ma|.  at  such  time  as  he  should  he  pleased  to 
admit  them  to  his  presence ;  and  to  inform  him, 
That  the  same  was  particularly  objected  against 
sir  Henry,  in  the  declaration  of  the  complaint 
of  the  Lower  House  to  their  lordships ;  and  to 
shew  his  moj.  the  nomber  of  them  that  were 
molested  thereby,  under  the  hands  of  the  odi- 
cers  of  the  crown-office ;  and  how  few  were  le- 
gally proccedfd  against. — ^April  30.  The  earl 
of  Dorset;  from  the  QOmmittec  appointed' to  go 


to  inspect  siH  Henry  Ydvcrron  atthcTdvr^r, 
reported,  "  That  they  found  him  in  his  bed, 
much  auoln  about  the  face  with  the  rheum  z 
that  hi^  Ans^^er  is  ready;  and  that  he  hopes 
to  be  able  in  two  or  three  days,  to  make  his 
appearance  at  the  bar." 

rkc  Lord  Chtinctllor  Bacon*i  Confession.^ 
April  .30.  Tlie  lord  chief  justice  acquaanced 
tlie  Lords,  that  he  had  j-eceived  from  the  lord 
chancellor  baron  a  paper-roH,  sealed  up ; 
which  being  opened,  was  found  to  be  directed 
to  t!>cir  lordships,  and  was  read : 

"  To  ihc  rt.  hon.  the  Lords  S|)Tritiial  and 
Temp<iral  in  the  hi|;b  court  of  pajrliament 
assembled.  The  Confession  and  Humble 
Submission  of  me  the  Lord  Chancellor : 
"  Upon  advised  consideration  of  the  charge, 
desLvnding  into  my  own  conscience,  and  calling 
my  memory  to  account  as  far  as  I  am  able,  1 
do  plainly  and  ingeniously  confess,  that  I  ana 
l^uilty  of  Corraption,  and  do  renounce  all  de- 
fence aud  put  myself  on  the  grace  and  mercy 
of  your  lordship«.  The  particulars  I  confess 
and  declare  to  be  as  follows  :'*  [In  this  Con- 
fession the  chancellor  repeats  every  particular 
head  of  the  charge  ag»Jik»t  him ;  but  as  iha( 
bath  been  given  at  large  in  the  tbregoing  pag^, 
it  is  needless  to  insert  it  again.  We  shaU 
therefore  only  give  his  Answers  to  each  Article 
as  thoy  are  put  down  in  the  charge  seriatim."] 
f .  To  tlic  first  Articlcj  he  confessed,  Tlmt  upon 
a  reference  itoni  his  maj.  of  all  suits  betwecii 
sir  llowlaud  Egerton  and  Edw.  Kgerton,  botl^ 
parties  submitted  to  his  award,  by  reciprocal 
recognizances  in  10,000  marks  a  piece :  thm 
after  divers  bearines,  he  made  h'i»  award  aitl^ 
the  advice  of  lord  Hobart ;  and,  some  days 
a^'ter,  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  cbarse  wcr« 
delivered  to  him  from  sir  Rowland.  That  nw. 
Edward  Egerton  flying  oil*  from  the  award,  % 
suit  was  begun  in  clmncery  by  sir  llowland  to 
have  the  award  confirmed;  auda  decree  was 
made  thereupon.  That  soon  alter  his  coming 
to  the  seal,  when  many  presented  him,  lie  re* 
ceived  the  4001.  mentioned  in  this  article,  of 
mr.  Egerton;  but,  as  he  remembr^d,  it  was  for 
favoui-s  past. — U,  That  in  the  cause  betweea 
Hody  and  Hodv,  about  a  foithnigfit  after  the 
cause  was  ^  ended,  there  were  gold-buttons, 
about  the  value  of  50l,  presented  him. — ^lU. 
That  in  the  cause  between  the  lady  Wluirton, 
and  the  co-heii-s  of  sir  Francis  VVilfoughby,  ho 
received  of  the  lady  Wharton  2001.  in  gold, 
and,  at  another  time,  100  pieces  while  the  cau^e 
was  depening. — IV.  That  he  received  of  sir 
Tho,  Monk  100  pieces ;  but  it  was  long  after 
his  suit  was  ended. — V.  That  he  received  of  sir 
John  Trevor,  as  a  new-years-gifl,  lOOl.  but  he 
confessed  it  was  while  his  cause  was  depend* 
ing. — VJ,  In  the  cause  bet\»een  Holman  and 
Young,  he  received  «f  YouQg  lOOl.  but  it  waai 
U)M^  after  his  cause  was  ended. — ^VII.  That  ' 
while  the  cause  was  depending  between  Fisher 
and  Wrenham  he  did  receive  of  sir  Edw,  Fi&ber 
a  suit  of  hangings  of  the  value  of  about  lOQl* 
towards  furimhiag  bis  house;  iiad  wa^  at  thf 
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same  time  pre9ented'  by  others,  who  were  no 
suitors,  with  furniture  for  his  house.     VIII.  As 
to  the  charge  of  his  receiving  a  cabinet,  of  the 
value  of  8001.  of  sir  John  Kenncday ;  a  cabi^ 
net  was  indeed  sent  to  his  house  by  sir  John, 
but  not  of  half  that  value;  but  he  refused  to 
accept  it,  and  was  determined  to  send  it  back 
again  :  that  one  Pinkney,  who  stood  engaced 
for  the  money  to  pay  for  tl)e  cabinet,  dcsirod 
he  might  have  it;  and  thereupou  sir  John  en- 
tresited  his  lordsliip  that  he  would  not  disgrace 
him  by  retumiitg  the  (jift,  much  less  put  it  into 
a  wrou^  hand  ;  and  that  hcwas  ready  to  return 
it  to  whom  their  lordsliips  should  appoint. — 
IX.  He  coiifcsj-ed  he  had  borrowed  lOOOl.  of 
Vonlorc ;  but  looked  upon  it  as  a'  debt,  and 
was  obliged  to  repay  it. — X.  He  acknwvlcdged 
his  receiving  200l.  of  Mr.  Scott,  about  a  forth- 
night  after  the  decree  passed   for  him :   and 
that  he  received  lOOl.   of  sir  Jolm  Lcnthall, 
about   a  month   after   the  decree  passed. — 
XI.  That  the  cause  between  Wroth  and  Mau- 
waring  was  ended  by  his  arbitrcment,  by  con- 
sent of  parties,  and  he  received  of  Wrotli  lOOl. 
about  a  montli  after  the  cause  was  ended. — 
XH.  That  he  received  of  sir  Ralph  Hnnsby, 
while  his  cause  was  depending,  5001. — XII 1. 
Tliat  he  did  borrow  the  5001.  mentioned  in  this 
article,  of  Counton ;  but  looked  upon  it  as  a 
debt  which  he  was  obliged  to  repay. — XIV.  In 
tlie  cause  between  sir  \Vm.  Brunker  and  Au- 
brey,, he  did  acknowledge  his  receiving  lOOl. 
of  Aubrey. — ^XV.   He  confessed  he  received 
money  of  the  lord  Montague,  while  his  suit  was 
fiependins;,  to  the  amount  of  6,  or  700l. — X\T. 
He  confessed  his  receiving  2001.  of  Mr.  Dunch; 
but  thought  it  was  some  time  after  the  decree. 
— XV II.  He  confessed  his  receiving  (2001.  of 
sir  George  Rcyncll,  his  near  relation,  at  his 
tir!»t  coming  to  the  seal,  to  be  bestowed  in  fur- 
niture ;  but  thinks  Uiis  was  before  any  suit  be- 
gan :  and  as  to  the  diamond-ring  he  received 
of  him  while  his  cause  was  dependinti,  charged 
to  be  worth  5  or  COOl.  it  was  not  of  near  that 
value  ;  though,  he  confessed,  it  was  too  much 
for  a  uew-yearVgift :  he  also  confessed  his  re- 
ceiving 1001.  of  Mr.  Peacock,  at  his  coming  to 
the  seal,  as  a  present,  and  that  he  afterwards 
borrowed  lOOOl.  of  him  at  twice ;  for  which, 
he  said,  he  would  take  no  security  or  interest, 
and  cave  him  his  own  time  for  repaying  it. — 
XVlIl,  He  confessed  his  servant  Hunt  did  re- 
ceive 2001.  of  Smitliwick ;  but  that  he  ordered 
it  to  be  repaid. — ^XIX.  Tlmt  he  did  receive  of 
sir  Henry  Russcl  8  or  400L  about  a  month 
after  the  cause  was  decreed ;  in  which  decree 
he  was  assisted  by  two  of  tlie  judges. — XX.  He 
confessed  he  received  of  Mr.  Barker  the  7001. 
mentioned  in  tins  article,  some  time  after  the  de- 
cree passed. — XXL  As  to  this  article  he  con- 
'  fesseo  he  .received  the  sums  there  mentioned, 
•viz.  of  the  grocers,  2001.  of  the  apothecaries, 
^hat  stood  with  the  grocers,  a  taster  of  gold, 
^orth  40  or  601.  and  a  present  of  ambergrease; 
said  of  a  new  company  ot  apothecaries,that  stood 
apunst  tlie  grocers,  lOOl.    But  this  was  no  jd- 
diaai  busiaeisy  he  observed^  jonly  a  compositiofl 


between  the  parties ;  and  lie  thought,  as  thcj 
all  received  benefit  by  it,  and  were  all  xhrce 
common  purses,  there  was  no  great  matter  it|^ 
receiving  what  they  voluntarily  presented.—* 
XXI  f.  To  this  article,' in  whidi  he  is  charged 
with  taking  of  the  French  merchants  10001.  K> 
constrain  Uie  company  oi*  vintners  to  take  1500 
tons  of  their  wine,  with  threatuing  and  impri- 
soning the  vintners  because  they  would  not 
take  their  wines  at  higlier  prices  than  they 
were  vendible,  he  confessed,  sirXho.  Smith  did 
deal  with  him  in  bclialf  of  the  French  com- 
pany, informing  him,  Tliat  t-he  vintners,  by 
combination,  refused  to  take  the  wines  at  any 
reasonable  prices,  and  that  this  would  destroy 
their  trade,  which  the  state  was  cuiicemed  in*; 
and  that  the  company  would  <^ratiry  him  with 
lOOOl.  for  the  trouble  he  should  take  in  it. 
He  did,  he  confessed,  thereupon  endeavour  to 
compromise  matters  between 'them,  and  pre- 
vent a  suit,  propounding  such  a  price  as  the 
vintners  migtit  gain  61.   a  ton ;  and   tlie  king 
aftei'wards  recommending  tlie  business  to  him, 
as  a  matter  that  concerned  his  customs,  he 
dealt  the  more  peremptorily  in  it,  and  did,  foe 
a  day  or  two,  restrain  some  of  those  that  were 
the  most  stitF,  in  a  messenger^s  hands;  and  af* 
terwai*d8  tlic  merchants  presented  him  with  a 
lOOOl.— XXIIJ.  To  this  artiele,  That  he  Imd 
given  way  to  the  exactions  of  his  servants,  in 
respect  of  private  seals  and  injunctions,  he 
confessed  it  to  be  a  great  fault,  that  he  haa 
looked  no  bettef  to  his  servants." — He  then 
concludes  thus: — **  This  Declaration  I  have 
made  unto  your  lordships  with  a  sincere  mind ; 
humbly  craving,  that  if  there  should  be  any 
mistaking,  your  lordships  would  impute  it  to 
want  of  memory,  and  not  to  any  desire  of  mino 
to  obscure  truth,  or  palliate  any  thing:  for  I 
do  confess,  tliat  in  the  points  charged  against 
me,  although  they  should  be  taken  as  myself 
have  declared  them,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
corruption  and  neglect ;  for  wliich  1  am  hear- 
tily and  penitently  sorry,  and  submit  myself  to 
the  judgment,  grace,  and  mercy  of  tliis  court. 
For  extenuation,  I  will  use  none  concerning 
the  matters  themselves;  only  it  may  please 
your  lordships^  out  of  your  nobleness,  to  cast 
your  eyes  of  compassion  upon  my  person  an4 
estate.     I  never  was  noted  for  an  avaritious 
man,  and  the  apostle  says,  that '  covetousness 
is  the  root  of  all  evil.'    I  hope  also  that  your 
lordships  do  rather  find  me  in  the  state  of 
giace ;  for  that  in  all  these  particulars,  there 
are  few  or  none  that  are  not  almost  two  years 
old ;  whereas  those  that  have  a  habit  of'^  co^ 
ruption,  do  commonly  wax  worse  and  worse; 
so  that  it  hath  pleased  God  to  prepare  me,  by 
precedent  degrees  of  amendment,  to  ijiy  pre- 
sent penitency ;  and,  as  for  my  estate,  it  is  so 
mean  and  p(K>r,  as  my  care  is  now  chiefly  to 
satisfy  my    debts. — And   so,  fearmg  I  have 
troubled  your  lordships  too  long,  I  shall  conclude 
with  an  humble  suit  unto  your  lordships,  That, 
if  you  proceed  to  sentence,  your  sentence  may 
not  be  heavy  to  my  ruin;  bat  gracious  and  mix- 
ed idrith  meocy ;  and  not  only  no,  but  that  you 
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troaid  be  noble  intercessors  for  me  to  his  maj. 
likewise  for  his  grace  and  favour.  Your  lord- 
ships humble  servant  and  suppliant, 

•*  Fran.  St.  Alban,  Cane*** 

This  Confession  and  Submission  being  read, 
s  committee  of  12  lords  were  appointed  to  go 
to  the  cliaoc*  and  shew  him  the  said  confession, 
and  tell  him  that  the  lords  do  conceive  it  to 
be  an  ingenuous  and  full  confession.  To  de- 
wand  of  him  albO,  whether  it  be  his  own  hand 
that  is  subscribed  to  the  same,  and  whether  be 
will  stand  to  it  or  no  ? — ^The  committee  being 
returned,  reported,  That  they  had  shewn  the 
chuuccUor  tlie  Confession,  and  delivered  the 
rest  of  the  message  to  him;  who  answered, 
**  My  lord»,  it  is  my  act,  my  hand,  and  my 
heart,  I  l)esecch  your  lordships  to  be  merciful 
to  a  broken  reed.'*  Which  report  being  made, 
it  was  agreed  by  the  house  to  move  his  maj.  to 
.  sequester  the  seab,  and  to  intreat  his  highness 
the  prince,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  do 
this ;  which  his  highness  readily  condescended 
toj  and  the  former  cojumittee  of  lords  were 
appointed  to  attend  him. 

Aprd  30,  p.  m.  The  prince  his  hich- 
ness  reported  to  the  house,  *'  That«  according 
to  their  request,  he,  witl)  the  lords  that  accom- 
panied him,  had  moved  his  majesty  to  sequester 
the  great  seal  from  the  lord  chancellor ;  where- 
unto  his  majesty  roost  wiUingly  yielded,  and 
said  he  would  have  done  h,  if  he  hud  not  been 
moved  thereto," 

Further  Proceedings  against  Sir  H.  Yel- 
vertouA  Sir  Henry  Yel verton  was  then  brought 
to  the  bar ;  when  the  lord  steward  informed 
the  house,  lliat  his  maj.  is  satis5ed  conceding 
the  cliarging  sir  Henry,  in  this  house,  with 
the  matter  of  Inns  and  Uo^teries.  Then  the 
chief  justice  read  ihc  charge,  which  was  made 
against  him  on  the  It^th  of  April,  with  his 
answers  thereto,  and  demanded  of  him,  Wl^- 
thcr  he  now  would  afiirm  those  Answers?  Unto 
which  he  replied,  **  That  the  six  charges 
against  him  may  be  reduced  into  two,  the 
oue  of  Gold  and  Silver-Thread,  the  other  of 
Inns  and  Ilosteries.  He  humbly  desired,  there- 
fore, that  he  might  then  answer  to  every  par- 
ticular charge,  in  scrie  temporis. 

May  2.  A  new  commission  from  tlie  king 
was  read,  constituting  sir  James  Ley,  knt.  lord 
€bief  justice  of  the  kin«;*s  bench,  to  supply  the 
ot&ce  of  a  lord  chancellor,  or  lord  keeper  of 
the  great  seal,  in  the  house  of  Lords. — After- 
Wards  the  lord  treasurer  acquainted  the  house, 
**  That  he  had  his  maj. 's  commands  to  deliver 

?»mcssage  to  their  lordships  of  a  double  nature; 
st,  an  Account  of  what  was  d«me ;  and,  2ndly, 
1^  Signification  of  what  was  to  bo  done. — As  to 
the  1st,  bis  highness  had  presented  tlieir  lord- 
fhips  request  to  his  maj.  that  he  would  be 
pleased,  as  the  case  then  stood,  to  command 
tho  seal  from  the  lord  chancellor.  Accord* 
ingly,  yesterday,  his  lordship,  the  lord  steward, 
the  lord  chamberlain,  and  the  earl  of  Arundel, ' 
at  the  king's  command,  went  to  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, and  received  fjrocn  him  the  great  seal, 
and  cklivered  the  same  to  his  maj. ;  who,  by 


i  commission,  hath  appointed  the  keeping  oik 
to  him  and  the  other  lords  with  him.-^To  t^ 
2nd,  liis  majesty  hath  oommanded  him  to  M- 
nify  to  their  lordships,  *^  That  he  underbtaaidi 
sir  Henry  Yel  verton,  being  called  here  before 
them  tlie  other  day,  as  a  delinquent,  answered 
not  as  such,  but  as  a  judge  or  accuser  of  a 
member  of  this  house,  the  lord  of  BuckiHgiuuB^ 
And  whereas,  in  his  first  speech,  here  in  this 
house,  he  touched  the  king's  honour ;  saying. 
He  suffered  for  the  patents  of  lans,  or  to  tba^ 
eli'cct,  he  was  so  far  from  extenuating  or  ex- 
cusing the  offence,  that  the  last  day  be  bad 
aggravated  the  samc.^  Wherefore  his  idb- 
jest/s  pleasure .  is,  that  lumself  will  be  the 
judge  as  to  what  concerns  his  own  person; 
and,  as  to  what  relates  to  the  lord  of  Buckioff* 
ham,  since  he  had  besought  his  maj.  tbat  it 
might  be  IcH  to  thb  house,  so  he  leaves  it 
wholly  to  their  lordships. 

This  message  being  delivered,  the  Lords 
conceived  by  it,  that  the  kins  intended  to  take 
the  judgment  of  sir  Flenry  i  elverton  out  of 
their  haiidn,  as  touching  his  own  honour ;  his 
maj.  having  been  mibinformcd,  that  the  Loids 
had  referred  it  back  to  him:  whei-efore  a  roo* 
tion  was  made,  That  the  house  sliould  be  hum- 
ble suitors  to  liis  maj.  that  he  would  he  pleased 
not  to  resume  this  out  of  their  hands,    but 
give  their  lordships  leave  to  continue  judges 
thereof.     After  some  debate,  it  was  rcsolred. 
That  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  should 
attend  his  maj.  at  his  pleasure;  and  that  the 
abp.  of  Canterbury,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
house,  should  deliver  the  following  message  to 
him :  ''  Whereas  it  has  pleased  your  maj.  in  a 
late  speech  to  this  house,  to  require  us  to  do 
justice  upon  sir  Henry  Yelverton,  in  a  matter 
cooeeming  your  own  honour;  since  which  time 
some  wonis  have  been  used  in   this  bouse, 
which  your  maj.  conceives  do  rather  aggravate 
than  extenuate  his  &ult:  wlicreupon  you  maj. 
did  this  day  signify  by  the  lord  treasurer,  *■  That 
of  what  conoems  your  own  honour,  yourself 
would  be  tlie  judge:'  thelx>rds  knowing  yoor 
uiaj.'s  tenderness  of  the  privileges  of  this  house, 
and  their  o\Tn  zeal  unto  your  maj.'s  honour, 
do  humbly  beseech  your  maj.    to  alter  your 
resolution ;  otherwise,  this  change  mav  strike 
some  fear  into  us,  tliat  we  are  not  held  so 
tender  and  zealous,  in  our  dutiful  adections^ 
in  point  of  your  maj.'s  honour,  as  we  desire 
you  should  think  us  to  be,  and  are  most  ready 
to  yield  due  proofs  thereof'." 

Agreed  to  proceed  to  sentence  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  morrow  morning;  therefore  the 
gentleman-usher,  and  the  serjeant  at  arms,  at^ 
tendants'  of  this  house,  were  commanded  to 
summon  him  to  appear  at  the  bar  by  9  o'clock, 
and  that  tlie  serjeant  shew  him  the  mace  at  the 
said  summons. 

The  Judgment  against  the  lord  Ckanceliar 
Bacon,]  May  3.  The  officers  sent  to  sum* 
mon  the  lord  chancellor  Bacon  being  returned 
reported  to  the  house.  That  according  to  their 
lordships  appointment,  they  had  wait^  on  bim 
but  found  Alio  sick  in  bed;  that  notwithaUad* 
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'ng,  they  delivered  their  lordships  message  to 
liitu ;  who  attswtTcd,  **  Tlmt  he  wod  sick,  aod 
proc'ested  he  tciti^ueil  not  this  fur  an  excuse ; 
fur,  it'  he  had  heen  well,  he  would  wdhnjC^ly 
bave  come.'' — The  Lnjrds  resolved,  however, 
to  proceed  against  the  loi-d  chaucillor ;  and, 
.the  attorney  general  huvinij;  reafi  the  Charge 
and  ConiesHonsj,  it  was  puc  to  the  quebtion, 
**  Whether  the  lord  chanc.  was  guilty  oi*  tlK! 
matters  wherewith  lie  wnsclwoyed  ?"  Aere^'d 
fum.  diss.  *'  Thai  he  was  guiiiv,"  And  to  the 
cud  tlmt  the  Ijovih  uiii*ht  more  fieel)  dispute 
..and  rebolve  what  seatince  to  ptu^  upon  Lini 
for  his  said  oHencc:;,  tiic  house  i.djouriied  ad 
libitum. 

After  some  time,  the  lord  chitf  justice  be- 
ing returned  to  his  |>la(C,  put  au<ichcr  cpiestiou, 
**  Whether  the  lord  chancellor  shall  be  sus- 
pended ol'  all  his  titles  ot'nohility,  durioi;  his 
life,  or  no  ?  It  was  a^rceJ,  ptr  pinreit,  •*  That 
iiC  shall  not  be  suspended  thereof." — The  sen- 
tence being  agreed  upou  against  the  chancellor, 
the  Lords  sent  a  nieb^aize  to  tlie  other  house. 
That  they  were  ready  tos»ive  judj^ment  a;;aiust 
tlie  lord  viscount  St.  Albany  if  they,  with  .their 
Speaker,  came  to  demand  it. — In  the  mean 
time  the  Lr>rds  put  on  their  rolies,  and  mr. 
Speaker  bcins;  come  to  the  bar,  after  making 
three  low  obeysancc*s,  delivered  himself  sis  fol- 
lows :  **  The  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  of 
the  Commons  lioubo  of  Pail,  having  made 
complaint  unto  your  lordships  of  many  exor- 
bitant offences  of  bribery  and  (corruption  co»n- 
mitted  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  we  understand 
that  your  lordshijjs  arc  ready  to  t^ive  judgment 
upon  him  for  the  Siuue.  Wherol'ore,  I,  their 
Speaker,  in  their  names,  do  humbly  demand 
judgmeni  against  him,  the  lord  chuiicelhw,  as 
the  nature  of  his  oH'ences  and ,  dements  re- 
quire." 

Th©  lord  chief  justice  answercrl,  "  Mr. 
Speaker ;  Upon  the  complaint  of  the  C<fin- 
nions  apainst  the  lord  viscount  »t.  Ailaii,  lord 
clwrnceUor,  this  high  court  hath  thereby,  and 
.by  his  own  confession  fonnd  him  guilty  of  the  I 
•  crimes  and  corruptions  romphiiued  ol  by  the 
Commons,  and  of  sundry  other  crimes  and 
corruptions  of  like  nature.  Thcierorc,  this 
high  court,  having  first  summoned  him  to  at- 
tend, and  liaving  received  his  excuse  of  not 
attending,  by  reason  of  infirmities  and  sick- 
ness, which  he  protested  was  not  feigned,  or 
else  he  would  most  willingly  Irnve  attended ; 
doth,  nevertlieless,  think  fit  to  proceed  to  judg- 
ment. And,  therefore,  this  iiitrh  court  doth 
adjudge,  1.  That  the  lord  vise.  St.  Alban,  lord  \ 
chancellor  of  England,  shall  undergo  fine  and 
ransom  of  4O,00OJ.     2.  That  he  shall  be  im- 


prisoned in  the  Tower,  during  the  king's  pica-    undergo  a  fine  of  lOOOl.     4.  That  he  shall  be 


sure,  3.  That  he  shall,  for  ever,  be  incapable 
of  holding  any  oflice,  place,  or  employmcot,  in 
the  state  or  commonwealtli.  4.  That  1^  shall 
never  sit  in  parliament,  nor  cotne  witlitn  the 
verge  of  the  court.— Then  hit  higkncss  the 
Prince  was  intreated  by  the  house^  That,  ac- 
companied with  divers  lords  of  this  house,  he 
.ivould  be  pleased  tg  preheat  dug  seuUQce 
Vol.  J.  *^ 


given  against  the  late  lord  channcUor  unto  his 
maj. ;  which  he  consented  to. 

Tfie  Sentence  upon  Sir  F.  Mitchell.']  May  4* 
The  oftences  wherewith  sir  iVai^AlitciKil  was 
charged,  being  read,  and  tlie  qucdtiou  being 
put,  Whethei*  the  said  sir  Francis  be  guilty  of 
the  oif^nces,  or  any  of  them,  bO  charged  upoa 
hi'm,  that  he  is  worthy  to  he  censured  ?  It  wan 
agreed,  unanimously,  that  he  was.  .  '\  hen  a 
me-siige  was  sent  to  the  Counnons,  That  the 
J<ordb  were  ready  to  give  judgment  against  sir 
Francis  for  many  exoibitant  oileuces,  ot' v^hich 
they  had  found  hiui  guilty;  if  tlicy,  with  ihcir 
Speaker,  will  come  Lo  demand  it. 

'Fhe  Speidcj'y  being  come  up  to  the  baiy 
spolreas  follows:  **  U  lit rcas  a  cf>mplaiut, froui 
tiie  House  of  Commous,  hath  been  exhibited 
against  sir  Ciiles  Mompesson  and  sir^l'ra.  Mit* 
cheil,  for  many  offences  committed  by  them 
against  tlie  king  and  common weahh ;  your 
loiflships  have  proceeded  with  Mompesson^ 
and  given  judgment  against  him ;  and  under- 
standing that  you  are  ready,  also,  to  pronouncQ 
judgment  against  sir  Fran*  Mitchell,  I,  the 
Speaker,  in  Uie  name  of  the  knights,  citizens, 
and 'burgesses  of  the  Commons  House  of  Pari, 
do  demand  and  pray  that  judgment  may  be 
given  agiiinst  the  said  sir  Fnuici:^,  accprdhtg  to 
his  demerits." 

'1  he  J^f  d  Chief  Justice  fhen  pronounced 
Jud'j^meutin  h«c  verba: — "  Mr.  Speaker  ;  The 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal  have  taken  into 
duo  considcnition  the  great  care  and  pains, 
taken  by  the  Connnons,  to  iilfonn  their  lord- 
ships of  the  great  complaint,  and  the  quality 
and  nature  thereof,  presented  unto  them 
against  sir  Fra.  Mitchell  and  others;  where- 
fore their  lordships,  being  well  prepared  by 
titem  to  the  true  understanding  of  tlie  same^ 
have  proceeded  to  the  perfect  discovery  there- 
of, (by  examination  of  divers  witnesses  upon 
oath)  and  do  find,  thereby,  the  said  sit  Francis 
clearly  guilty  of  many  great  crimes  and  offeuces 
against  his  m.ij.  and  the  commonwealth,  and 
have  rc!»olved,  at  this  time,  to  proceed  against 
him  for  the  same.  Ti»eretbi-e  the  lords  spiri- 
tual and  temporal  of  this  high  court  of  pari,  do 
award  and  adjudge,  t.  That  the  said  sir  Francis 
shall  stand  and  be  from  henceforth  degraded 
of  the  order  of  knighthood,  with  reservation  of 
the  dignity  to  his  wife  aud  children.  The  ce- 
remonies of  dej;radation  to  be  performed  by 
direction  of  this  court  to  the  earl  marshal*« 
court.  2.  That  he  shall  be  imprisoned  during 
the  king's  pleasure,  in  the  goal,  in  Fiusbury- 
fields,  in  the  same  chankber  which  he  pr^videci 
for  others ;  tlie  Tower  where  he  now  remains 
being  too  worthy  for  him.     3.  That  he  shall 


disabled  to  hold  or  receive  any  othce,  under 
the  king,  or  the  conimon  wealth." 

Proceedings  in  the  Contmons  against  Edward 
Floyde  for  scandalizing  the  Princess  PulatineJ] 
May  5.  The  house  was  moved  to  take  into 
cohsi aeration  an  act,  lately  done  by  the  Com- 
mons, in  convening  before  them  the  person  of 
one  Edw.  Iloydc  m  examining  of  witness**^ 
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purpose  to  dtiiprBce,  as  much  as  in  hboiv, 
those  two  princes ;  and  that  at  otb«r  titmes  it 
did,  in  like  dcspit^l  and  reproachTul  toMJum 
(Cse  other«maiicious  and  oppmbrious  wc«rds  a 
rhein.   Whereupon  the  said  Comuions^  of  ther 
love  and  zeal  to  our  said  soTcreiga  lord,  aod 
not  minding  to  let  pass  unpunished  those  tbiiBp^ 
that  tended  to  the  disgrace  of  his  nii^.'s  issue, 
a  part  ot'  himself,  who  is  head  of  the   pari  dk 
call  before  them  the  said  Edwr.   Floyde,  nd 
Uiereof  did  question  him  ;  and  tbcreu|Miii  sotir 
proceeded,  that  after,  upon  the  same  daty,  far 
that  the  s;iid  matters,  whereof  the  said  Kdwani 
was  impeached,  were  true  and  notoriuu^  theiv- 
fore  the  said  Commtms,  in  tlie  Cuuunoiis  Umtie 
asseraUed  in  pari,  did  adjudge  and  award,  tcist 
the  said  Edward  sliould  be  returned  that  ugk 
prisoner  to  the  Fleete,  where  before    be  le^ 
mained  in  prison,  and  to  lie  Utat  n%htiBt 
place  there,  called  D(iltun*s  Ward  ;  and  sbsli 
tlie  next  morning  he  brought  to  Westminster, 
into  the  great  >anl  before  the  door  of  the  gioc 
hull  of  pleas,  and  be  there  set,  aiid  stand,  opM 
the  pillory,  from  9  untd  1 1  of  the  clock,  m  tiie 
forenoon,  with  a  paper  upon  his  hat»  with  ttae 
in<H:ription,  in  capital  letters,  of  these  weids; 
'  For  fabe,  malicious,  and  despiteful  SpeecLei^ 
against  the  King*s  Daughter,  aiuf  her  Hosband; 
And  from  thence  shall  presently   ride  to  tk 
Exchange  witliin  the  city  of  Londoa,  upoai 
horse,  without  a  saddle,  with  his  &ce  bsck- 
wards  toward  the  horse's  tail,  holding  the  tai 
in  his  hand,  with  die  fonner  paper  on  liis  head; 
and  be  tliere  again 'set,  and'staud,  upantbe 
pillory,  two  liours;  and  from  thence  shall  r^ 
m  like  manner,  to  tho  Fleete,  and  tliere  to  re- 
main until  the  next  Friday  morning  ;  aod,  <b 
that  moniiug,  to  ride,  in  hke  manner,  iato 
Cheapside,  in  the  city  of  London^  and^here 
shall  be  set,  and  stand,  upon  Uie  pillorj,  mtli 
the  former  paper  and  inscription,  by  the  spice 
ofHwo  houn»,  that  is,  from  10  until  12  of  |he 
clock   in   the  forenoon  of  that  day;  aod  riek 
back  to  the  Fieete,  in  Ukc  manner   as  bt^ 
fore :  And  that  there  is  set,  and  assessed  upca 
him,  a  fine  of  lOOOl." 

This  proceeding  the  Lords  judged  to  he  t 
great  infringement  of  their  privileges;  and,  oi 
rhc  day  a^resaid,  after  mature  deliberation  «f 
the  matter,  the  lords  sent  a  message,  in  wntiDf. 
to  the  Commons,  by  two  of  the  judges,  import* 
ing,  that,  '*  the  Lords,  daring  all  thb  psd. 
have  had  much  contentment  in  the  good  co^ 
respondency  that  hath  been  between  bodi 
houses :  that  their  lordships  have  an  eaniett 
affection,  and  isn  assurea  confidence  ef  dK 
happy  continuance  of  it  to  the  end;  witkt 
full  resolution  of  all  possible  endeavoun,  «• 
their  parts,  tending  therjsunto.  Their  lordabipi 
having  heard  of  a  censure  lately  passed  in  tlot 
house,  aeainst  one  Edw.  Floyde,  are  desiroa 
of  a  conference  for  the  accommodaiioii  ef  dm 
business,  in  sudi  sort  as  may  be  witbovt  sij 
prejudice  to  the  privileges  of  either  Imk. 
Tliis  a^iference  they  desire,  if  it  maj  mad 
with  the  occasions  of  that  boose,  msj  beb» 
twe«o  U»  whole  houses,  at  3  ia  the  mnNo% 


^viog  judtnient  upon  him,  and  entering  it  as 
an  act  of  their  own.  That  this  proceeding 
trenched  deep  into  the  privileges  of  their 
house,  for  that  all  judgments  do,  properly  and 
only,  belong  unto  the  Lords.  Therefore,  it 
was  resolved  not  to  suffer  any  thing  to  puss, 
which  might  prejudice  their  right  in  this  point 
of  judicature ;  and  vet,  so  to  proceed,  as  that 
rhe  love  and  good  correspondency  between 
both  houses  might  be  continued. 

The  Commons  had  been  some  time  engnged 
in  examining  witnesses  a;:ainst  tliis  Floyde ;  and 
having  sufficient  proof  of  his  speaking  Uie  wr»rd9 
he  was  accused  of^on  tlie  1st  of  Mav  proceeded 
CO  give  judgment  against  him.  Many  argu- 
ments ensued  on  what  punishment  to  inflict 
Upon  him ;  aod,  amongst  the  rest,  sir  Edwin 
Sandys  said,  '*  Tliat  the  house  ouuht  to  be  well 
advised,  since  there  was  much  dilliculty  in  the 
case  :  that  their  sentence  would  be  censured 
in  a  great  part  of  die  christian  world  :  that  the 
root  of  this  man*s  malice  was  ill-affection  to 
teligion,  and  consecjuently,  to  the  state.  There 
were  hut  two  emment  persons  before,  viz. 
kin^  Edw.  VI.  And  queen  Jane,  who  had 
cscaufKl  the  virulent  tongues  of  oppositcs  in 
religion.  This  lady  Ehzabeth  was  tlie  thinly 
who  was  mudi  praised  by  all  her  enemies*. 
That  he  was  for  joining  with  the  Lords  in  this 
proceeding ;  was  it  not  for  the  great  business 
they  had,  and  slu>uld  soon  bring  before  them : 
Iir  the  sentence  not  to  meddle  with  his  religion, 
but  his  offence  in  tongue ;  for  that  would 
make  him  be  canonized :  that  the  words  he 
had  spoken  were  words  of  contempt,  not  of 
slander ;  therefore  to  punish  him  with  as  much 
contempt  as  may  be,  &c.'^ — On  the  whole,  the 
Commons  agreed  on  a  sentence,  which  the 
Speaker  denounced  against  the  offender,  kneel- 
ing at  their  bar;  which  sentence  was  ordered 
to  be  entered  in  their  Journals.  And  that  the 
reader  may  the  better  understand  the  business, 
we  give  it  m  its  own  form,  as  follows : 

**  Be  it  remembered,  that  upon  Tuesday,  the 
Ist  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
sovereign  lord  James,  by  the  grace  of  (rod,  king 
of  England,  &c.  the  19th ;  Fxlward  Floyde,  late 
of  Clannemayne,  within  the  county  of  Salop, 
esq.  was  impeached  before  the  Commons  as- 
sembled in  this  pari,  for  that  the  said  Edward 
sithence  the  summons  ofthispiirl.  in  the  pri- 
son of  the  Fleete,  having  communication  con- 
cerning the  most  illustrious  princess  the  lady 
Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  our  said  sovereign 
lord,  and  the  most  excellent  prince  her  husband, 
did  use  and  utter,  openly  aud  publickly,  false, 
malicious  and  despiteful  speeches,  of  the  said 
two  princes;  saying  in  this  manner,  <  I  have 
heard,  that  Prague  is  taken;  and  Goodman 
Palsgrave  and  G6odwife  Palsgrave  have  taken 
their  heels,  and  run  away;  and,  as  I  have 
beard,  Goodwifc  Palsgrave  is  taken  prisoner  ;* 
and  tliat  those  words  were  spoken  by  him,  in 
most  despiteful  and  scornful  manner, '  with  a 
fleering  and  scoffing  countenance,  and  with  a 

*  The  princess  Palatinei  tlie  king's  daughter. 
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in  tbe  Painted  Chamber;  with  power  to  each 
comrnittoe  to  treat  aad  confer  freely,  and  to 
understand  each  otli^r's  reasons.'' — ^"lo  the  end 
that  the  Lords  might  agree  amongst  tHemselves 
in  what  manner  to  proceed  at  the  said  confe- 
roBCOi  the  house  adjourned  ad  libitnra ;  and, 
beisg  returned,  it  was  resolved  that  the  ahp. 
of  Canterbury  should  begin,  and  the  lord  trea- 
sarec,  the  lord  chamberiain,  and  the  earl  of 
SfHUban^Htony  should  argue  and  dispQt^  about 
it.— ^Aaswer  returned  ftom  the  Commons  bv 
so*  JLyoociGrantield,  and  others :  **  The  knights, 
cikizens,  and  liurgesses  of  the  House  of  Com- 
moiii»  have  eammandcd  me  to  let  your  lord- 
ebipa  undefstand,  that  they  take  great  comA>rt 
in  tha  message  which  your,  lordships  sent  them, 
apd.  desire  the  happy  continuance  of  the  love 
aad  unity  of  both  houses.  Their  whole  house, 
as  a  committee,  will  attend  your  lordi»hips  at 
the  confereaee  desired,  and  at  the  time  and 
pbee  appointed." 

May  5i  p.  m.  After  consulting  a  precedent 
shewB  their  lordships  by  ar.  seijcant  Crew, 
1  Hma-  ly.  which  proved.  That  the  Commons 
wore  not  judges  in  pari. ;  but  that  judicature 
beiongt^  unto  the  King  and  Lords  alone,  the 
"wtole  house  weat,  as  a  committee,  into  the 
Painted  Chamber.  And,  being  returned,  the 
home  was  resumed ;  when  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  judges  and  king's  council  should  make  a 
report  of  the  collections  of  what  the  Commons 
alledged  for  their  right  of  judicature. 

May  7.  The  Abp.  of  Canterbury  reported, 
"  That  yesterday,  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  house,  he  presented  thejr  lordsliips  Petition 
unto  the  king,  humbly  desiring  tlat  his  maj. 
would  be  pleased  that  this  house  mijiht  conti- 
ntie  judges  of  sir  Henry  Yelverton,  for  the  mat- 
ter concerning  his  muj.'s  honour."  At  which 
time  his  maj.  said,  «  That,  in  example  of  that 
most  famous  queen  Elizabeth,  when  tliis  whole 
hopse  was  suitors  to  her,  he  must  return  An- 
swer, Answer-less.'^  But  that  this  morning 
his  niaj/s  answer  was,  "  The  lords  knowing 
they  enjoy  their  honours  firom  him,  and  under 
liim,  he  doubts  not  but  they  will  be  more  ten- 
der of  his  honour  for  that  cause ;  therefore  he 
.  doth  return. badk  unto  their  lordships  the  whole 
and  find  ordering  of  that  business  of  sir  Henry 
Yelverton." 

The  Lords  having  considered  the. precedents 
allcdged  by  the  Commons  at  the  last  confei^ 
ence,  do  find  that  they  tended  to  prove,  1. 
"  That  the  house  of  commons  b  a  court  of  re- 
cord. 2.  ITiat  they  have  adminstered  an 
oath  in  matters  concerning  themselves,  3. 
Tliat  they  have  inflicted  punishments  on  de- 
linquents;  where  the  cause  has  concerned  a 
messenger  of  their  house,  or  the  privilege 
thereof."— Their  lordships  dotermin'»d,  *  That 
the  question,  at  this  tmie,  is  not  Whether  that 
house  be  a  court  of  record ;  nor  whether  the 
oath  by  them  aUedged  to  be  ministred,  in  a 
matter  concerning  that  house,  wiw  given  by  the 
house,  or  by^  a  master  in  chancery,  then  one 
of  their  members;  nor  whether  they  have  a 
TiS^t  of jt^dicfOurein  matters  qoncermug,  them- 


selves ?  But  the  question  is.  Whether  that  house 
nwy  proceed  to  sentence  any  man,  who  is  not 
a  member  of  their  house,  and  for  a  matter 
which  dues  not  concern  them,  for  which  the 
Commons  aUedged  no  proofs,  nor  producedany 
precedents^  Tl^rcfore  their  lordships  agreed 
to  pray  a  re-confercnce  about  tl>e  same ;  and, 
at  the  said  conference,  to  stick  to  this  only, 
"  That  the  house  of  commons  Ijave  no  power 
of  judicature,  no  coercion  against  any,  but  in 
matters  concerning  their  own  house." 

May  &  Tlie  lord  chamberlain  declared, 
*  That  the  king  had  commanded  him  to  ac- 
quaint their  lordships,  That  although  notliing 
is  so  dear  unto  him  as  his  honour ;  yet,  as  be* 
fore,  so  he  doth  now,  put  into  their  lordships 
hands  the  cause  of  sir  Henry  Yelverton,  not 
mistrusting  their  affections  to  him,  nor  their 
judgments.'* — ^Then  the  Lords  directed  the  at- 
torney general  to  open  to  tlie  house,  as  well  the 
first  speech  as  the  second,  (because  liis  maj, 
thought  that  sir  Henry  Yelverton  had  by  his 
Second  deienoe  aggravated  the  former)  who 
coming  up  to  the  clerk's  fable,  read  part  of  tlie 
copy  of  the  first  charge  upon  him ;  and  his 
notes  for  answers,  wrote  in  the  margin  thereof " 
by  him.  Also,  the  notes  taken  of  sir  Henry's 
second  speech,  which  was  sent  to  the  king ; 
and  which  he  said  he  did  speak  in  the  houj,e, 
or  would  have  spake  if  he  had  been  pennitted . 
But,  the  morning  being  far  spent,  the  lords  de- 
mined  not  to  proceed  against  hint  then,  but  take 
another  time  to  consider  upon  what  point  of 
those  speeches  to  tliink  him  worthy  of  ceiw 
sure. 

May  8.  p.  m.  The  house  being  to  meet  the 
Commons  at  the  rc-conrcrence,  this  afternttrju, 
concerning  the  judicature  in  which  the  Lords 
conceived  the  others  had  trenched  into  their 
liberties  and  privileges ;  and  wherein  their  lord- 
ships were  not  satisfied  with  the  precedents 
alledged  by  the  Commons,  at  the  former  cont 
ferencc  intheir  defence  thereof:  yet  being  de- 
sirous to  continue  that  good  respect  and  cor- 
respondency which  hath  l>een  all  tliis  pari, 
between  both  the  houses,  they  thought  proper 
to  order.  That  the  Abp.  of  Canterbury  siioiM 
begin  the  introduction  to  the  conference,  and 
propound  any  tiling  that  might  tend  to  a  gentle 
ending  of  the  same.  And,  that  if  the  Coni- 
nions  would  agree  to  a  sub-commitee,  to  end 
this  business,  then  the  libp.  the  lord  adminil, 
the  lord  chamberlain,  the  earls  of  Arundel  and 
Southampton  were  appointed  for  that  purpose ; 
and  it  was  further  agreed,  that  this  sub-cora-» 
mittee  should  be  limited  not  to  yield  to  any 
thing,  in  point  of  judicature,  which  the^of  tlie 
commons  have  done,  lest  it  may  in  nme  be* 
come  a  precedent  to  wrong  the  privileges  of 
the  lords.  The  Conunons  agreed  to  a  sub* 
committee,  to  end  this  diflPerence. 

May  1«.  The  Abp.  of  Canterbury  reported 
the  conference  held  yesterday  between  the 
sub-committees  of  both  houses,  to  this  efiect; 
Ist,  "  The  Commons  shewed  their  constant 
resolution  to  maintain  the  love  and  good  cor* 
respoodency  b«twaea  th«  two  houses;    Sudly, . 
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Tlicir  resolution  not  to  invade  the  privileges 
of  this  house,  that  have  dealt  so  nobly  with 
them.  I.a-sriy,  tUut  out  ottht^ir  7enl  they  sen- 
tenced Flovde ;  but  they  leave  hira  to  the  Lords 
%vith  •  an  iiniination  of  their  l>ope  that  thi» 
house  ni!l  censure  hina  also.     Then  they  pru- 

fosed  a  protestation  to  he-  entered  with  the 
/)rds  for  a  mean  to  accommodate  the  business 
»betvvr<'ti  then]. — A  Protestation  v-as  inimedi- 
ately  diawn  up  and  agreed  to,  in  dicse  words; 
**  That  I  he  proceediugs  lately  passed  in  the 
IIon«»e  of  Comu  o  is,  cigainpt  ikliv.  Fioyde,  be 
not  at  any  time  hereafter  drawn  or  usbd  as  a 

f)rccodent  to  the  enlarging  or  diminishing  ofthe 
awful  rii;hts  or  privileges  of  either  house :  but 
that  the  rii^hts  and  privileges  of  both  houses, 
shall  remain  in  the  bclf-samc  state  and  plight 
as  before."  This  protestation  is  also  entered 
in  the  Journals  ofthe  Com|nons,  without  any 
addition  or  alteration  by  them. 

Sir  liain/ Yelver ton* s  Case.]  May  1-1.  The 
lord  treasurer  delivered  u  repriwcntation  of  sir 
Henry  Yelvertorrs  Case,  as  presented  to  the 
king;  with  his  maj/s  pleasure  signified  tlmt  it 
inij;!it  be  rtad  in  tlie  liouse.  The  substance  of 
which  was  as  f«)llows : — 

"  Sir  Henry  V<.lverton,in  Michaelmas  Term 
last,  was  sentenced  in  the  Star-Chnmber  for 
breach  of  trust,  in  the  unw-arran table  pairing 
■  of  a  charter  to  the  city  of  London;  tcnt!in^  to 
the  disherisott  of  his  maj.  both  in  matter  of 
Icingly  power  :fnd  hi«;h  preroj^ative,  and  also, 
in  matter  of  revenues  and  profits  ofthe  crown; 
to  the  oppression  and  grievance  of  the  subject, 
by  rai:*in^  of  excessive  fees  and  exactions. — 
The  sentence  c  )n'<isted  of  these  3  p  irr^ :  1.  Im- 
prisonment in  the  Tower.  2.  A  Ime  of  4<KX)I. 
3.  A  declaration  of  disability  and  untitnoss  to 
bold  the  place  of  atto.n»*y  geuertd.  Under 
this  sentence  sir  Henry  sufl'ers  at  this  day;  for, 
be  is  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower;  removed  fmm 
the  place  (rf  attnrnty;  and  the  fine  is  leviable 
upon  him  at  his  maj.*s  pleasure.  That,  on  the 
inth  of  April  last,"  he  was  brought  to  the  bar 
in  pari,;  and  being  there  chai-ged,  inter  alia, 
-with  some  mJ!>carriaj;eM,  touching  the  patent  of 
Inns,  he  said.  If  ever  he  had  deserved  well  of 
bis  maj.  it  was  in  that;  adding,  That  the  king 
and  subject*  were  more  abused  by  that  patent 
than  by  any  other,  and  that  he  snfl'ers  at  this 
day,  as  he  takes  it,  for  that  patent.— April  30. 
He  was  avain  broui'ht  to  the  bar,  and  s{>oke  as 
follows:  **  I  catuiot  but  present  myself  this 
day,  before  your  highness  and  my  lords,  ^'irh 
much  fear  and  more  grief;  for  I  am  compassed 
with  so  many  tern>r<j  from  his  maj.  as  I  might 
■well  hide  my  head  with  Ad^m.  His  muj.*s  dis- 
pleasure wounds  tne  more  than  the  conscious- 
ness of  any  faults;  yet,  I  had  rather  have  died 
than  thftit  the  commonwealth  should  receive  so 
iQuch  as  ft  scratch  from  mc.  I,  that  in  none 
of  my  actions  feared  the  great  man,  in  whom 
they  (sir  Kdw.  Villiers  and  sir  O.  Mompcsson) 
did  depend ;  much  less  would  fear  them  who 
irerc  biit  Ins  shadows.  But,  my  most  noble 
Idrds,  knowing  that  my  lord  ot  Ruckint^hatn 
^tis*evcr  art  his  maj  *s  hand,  ready,  upon  cvtTy 


occasion,  to  hew  me  down,  out  of  the  lionest 
fear  of  a  servant,  not  to  oiFend  so  gracious  m 
mn-^fcr,  as  his  maj.  hath  ever  been  to  mc,  I 
did  commit  them,  viz.  the  Hlk-raen. — As  to  the 
patent  of  Imp,  I  cannot  but  herein  bemoan 
my  imhapmness,  that  in  the  last  cause  labour^ 
ing  by  all  m^ans  to  advance  the  profit   of  his 
ma).;  and,  in  this,  with  the  sight  almost  of  my 
own  ruin,  to  preserve  his  ma;.'»  honour  and 
the  cpiiet  of  tlie  people,  1  am  yet  drawn  in 
question  as  if  I  had  equally  dishonoured  his 
maj.  in  both. — When  sir  Giles  saw  I  viottld  not 
be  moved  to  offend  his  maj.  by  his  directions, 
I  received  a  message  from  mr.  Emerson,  sent 
mc  by  sir  Giles,  that  I  would  run  myself  upon 
tfie  rocks,  and  that  I  should  not  hold  my  place 
long,  if  I  did  thqs  withstand  the  patent  of  Inns, 
or  to  that  eifect.     Soon  alter  came  sir  Giles 
himself,  and,  like  a  hcmld  at  arms,  told  me 
that  he  had  this  message  to  acquaint  me   with 
from  my  lord  of  Buckingham,  that  I  should  not 
hold  my  place  a  month  if  I  did  not  conform 
myself  in   better  manner  to  the   patent   of 
Inps;  for  my  lord  had  obtained  it  by  faFOur 
and   would  maintain  it  by  his  power. — How- 
could  I  but  stardc  at  this  inessnge .?  I  saw  here 
was  a  grout  assuming  o1'  power  to  himself',   to 
place  or  displace  an  officer  at  his  pleasure.     I 
saw  myself  cast  upon  two  main  rocks ;  either, 
treacherously  to  forsake  the  standing  his  mjy. 
had  set  me  on,  or  else,  to  endanger  myself  by 
a  by-blow  and  to  hazard  ray  fortune'. — I  hum- 
blv  beseech  your  lordships  to  think  that  natnre 
wfll  struggle,  when  she   sees  her  place  and 
means  of^  living  thus  a-saulted  :  for  now  it  was 
come  to  thi.«»,  whether  I  would  obey  hb  mnj, 
or  my  lord,  if  sir  Giles  spoke  true.     Yet,  I  re- 
solved in  this,  to  be  as  stubborn  as  Mordecai, 
not  to  stoop  or  pass  those  gracious  bounds,  bis 
maj.  had  prescribed  me. — Soon  after,  I  found 
the  message,  in  part,  made  good ;  for  all  the 
profits,  almost,  of  my  place  were  diwited  from 
me,  and  turned  into  an  unusual  clinmiel,  to 
one  of  my  lord's  worthies;  that  T  rciJtincd  lit- 
tle more  than  the  name  of  an  attorney.     It 
was  so  fatal  and  so  penal,  that  it  became  al* 
most  the  loss  of  a  suit  to  come  to  roe ;  my  ^ 

place  was  but  ns  the  seat  of  winds  and  tem- 
pest".— Howheif.  I  dare  say,  if  my  lord  of 
Buckingham  had  read  the  Arpcleseibibbed, 
in  this  place,  agahist  Hugh  De^nscr;  (see 
p.  67.)  and  h:\d  known  the  danger  of  placing 
and  displacing  t>nicci*s  about  a  king,  he  would 
not  have  pursued  mc  with  such  bitterness. 
Rut,  my  opposing  his  lordship  in  the  pntcu^  of 
Innii,  in  tho  patent  of  Alehoutes,  in  tlie  Irish 
Cu'-toms,  and  in  sir  Robert  Naunton's  depu- 
tation of  his  place  in  the  court  of  Wa^  have 
been  my  overthrow.  For  these  I  suffer  at  this 
day  in  my  estate  and  ibrtune,  (not  meaning  to 
va\ ,  as  I  take  it,  -but  as  1  know,  for  ray  opposi- 
tion to  his  lordship)  above  20,00dl.'  I  -know 
well  that  I  suffer  unjustly,  ih  my  restraint,  for 
my  offence,  bv  his  loniship's- means:  for  my 
heart  tells  me  4  %va8  ever  faithfut  to  his  mnj.  ; 
1  gouiiht  no  riches  but  his  grace." 
The  foregoing  minut<;»*of  sir  Uenry  Ydvc^-. 
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of  Ions  and  Ilostcries ;  to  the  great  scanrlal  of 
bis  maj.  in  point  ot*  honour  and  justice.  And- 
the  said  iir  H.  in  his  Answer  uttered  scv^al" 
other  words  of  scandal;  which,  though  dirtctlr 
and  imn)ediat<?ly  pointed  at  the  lord  malTj.  cfjp 
Buckingham,  lord  high  udtMrai  of  Englanf^* 
charging  his  lordship  ^ivich  matter  of  oppositioa< 
against  the  said  hir  H.  to  hi»  hindrance,  ruiii 
and  oxertlirow;  vet,  by  eonsequeiice,  tiie  si^fnc' 
words  reached  his  niaj.  and  fastened  4  scandal 


ton's  case  heing  read,  he  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  where  serjeant  Crew  and  inr.  Attorney 
General  opened  the  chanre  against  him ;  and 
^cwed.  That  those  Speeches  did  directly  pohit 
to  the  lord  marquis  of  Buckingham,  and,  by 
consequence,  fastened  a  scandal  on  his  maj. 
Sir  Henry,  having  leave,  explained  hiuiself 
touching  the  said  speeches,  and  made  his  de- 
fence to  tlie  charge,  which  was  very  long. 
Afterwards,  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and 
to  be  brought  again  to  the  bar  to-morrow  in 
fhe  at'temoon. 

May  15.  The  nffah*  of  sir  Henry  Yclverton 
came  on  again ;  when  the  question  being  put, 
^*  Whether  the  said  sir  Henry  is  worthy  to  be 
censured,  for  words  spoken  by  him  m  tliis 
house,  which  touched  the  kingV  honour?*'  It 
was  agreed  he  should,  nerh.  diss.  Afterwards 
they  agreed  what  Sentence  should  be  passed 
upon  him:  1.  For  matters  touching  tl»c  king's 
honour.  2.  For  the  scandal  on  tljc  marq.  of 
Buckingham.  3.  For  the  matter  of  complaint 
agliinst  him  by  the  Commons.  Hut  tlie  day 
being  tar  spent  in  settling  this  affair,  the  lieut. 
of  the  Tower  had  orders  to  bring  up  the  said 
sir  Henry,  at  9  the  next  morning. 

Sentence  against  sir  H,  Y-elvefton.*]  "May  16. 
The  house  proceeded  to  give  Sentence  against 
fir  Henry  Yelverton ;  the  Memoriid  of  w  hich 
Is  entered  in  these  words:  "  Whereas,  on  the 
14th  m  May,  sir  Henry  Yelverton  wns  charged 
at  this  bar,  that  in  the  term  of  st.  ^Michael  laKt 
past,  for  breach  of  trust  and  misdemeanors  by 
Jiim  committed,  whilst  he  was  attorney  general 
to  his  maj.  viz.  for  drawing  without  warrant  a 
charter  unto  the  city  of  J^ondtm,  tending  as 
well  to  his  maj .'s  disherison,  as  to  tlie  grievance 
and  oppression  of  the  subject;  was  sentenced 
by  the  court  of  Star-Chamber  to  he  a  |)erson 
unfit  to  exercise  or  hold  the  ofliie  of  Attorney 
General ;  and  was  further  adjudged  to  be  im- 
prisoned hi  the  Tower,  aird  to  i3uy  a  fine  of 
40001,  to  his  maj.  The  said  sir  IL  being  hy 
force  of  the  said  sentence  imprisoned  and  still 
liable  to  pay  the  said  fine,  wtis,  upon  the  18th 
of  April,  Drought  to  the  bar  of  this  high  court, 
and  charged  with  some  complaints  of  the  Com- 
mons, with  some  miscarriages  concern  in «:  two 
?atcnts,  tlie  one  for  making  Gold  and  Silver- 
'hread,  the  other  for  the  licencing  of  Jnns  and 
Jlosteries ;  and  being  required  to  make  An- 
swer thereto ;  touching  the  last,  he  said,  *  I'liat 
if  ever  he  deserved  well  of  his  maj.  it  was  of 
that  matter.  That  the  king  and  subjc^ct  were 
more  abused  by  it  than  by  any  other ;  and  that 
he  suffered  at  that  day  for  opposing  that  pa- 
tent, as  he  took  it.  And  having  the  favour  of 
this  high  court  to  be  advised  of  his  Answer  to 
the  SOth  of  the  .same  month,  and  coming  again 
to  the  bar,  the  said  sir  H.  made  a  long  and 
large  Answer  to  the  particulars  of  this  charge, 
as  touching  tlie  said  patents ;  and  in  his  an- 
swer uttered  divers  speeches,  by  which  he  at- 
tributed all  the  effects  of  that  sent^ce,  viz.  his 
sufferings,  his  hindrances,  which  he  esteemed 
tf^  the  Yidue  of  3Q.»00Ol.  his  ruin  and  his  over- 
throw^ unto  his  opposition  against  that  patent 


upon  his  higlmcss,  in  tolerating  and  giving  waf 
to  ttiose  courses,  supposed  by  the  ivaid  sir  lu 
to  be  injuriously  wrought  by  the  said  lord  mar- 
quis ,-  glancing,  and,  in  a  sort,  resembling  tbeoi 
to  the  actions  of  ilngh  De&penser,  and  com-"- 
paring  himself  to  Mordccai.     After  this  the 
said  charge  was  fully  opened  and  pressed  by 
his  maj. 's  council,  the  hon.  court  hearing  the' 
defence  and  examinations  of  the  sAid  sip  H.  to 
the  same ;  but  the  day  bein^  far  spent,  their 
lordships  did  forbear  to  proceed  'to  a  sentence 
or  judgment  at  that  time.     Afterwards  the^ 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  on  the  15th  of  ■ 
May,  after  long  and  serious  dehberation  and' 
conterence,   and  upon   due   weighing  of  the- 
speeches  and  words  spoken  before  their  lord* 
ships  in  this  high  court  of  pari;  did  with  ono 
assent,  no  oian  disagreeing,  resolve,  That  the- 
said  sir  If,  was  worthy  to  be  censured  by  thi«. 
court,  for  w^rds  spoken  by  him  in  this  house,* 
which  did  touch  the  king  m  honour;  and  did  ' 
then  also  ngrce  what  censure  to  pass  upon  him 
for  the  same;    but  the  day  being  again  far 
spent,  they  proceeded  not  to  judgment  at  that 
time,  but  ordered  the  said  sir  H.  to  be  brought 
to  the  bar  thi'i  day  to  hear  the  same ;  who 
being  thru  nt  the  bar,  and  the  Lords  in  their 
robes,  the  lord  chief  justice  pronounced  the 
jiidgment  in  hapc  verba  :-— 1  he  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal  of  this  high  court  of  pari,  do 
award  and  adjudge,  1.  That  he,  the  said  sir  H. 
for  his  speecheK  uttered  in  this  cymrt,  which  do 
touch  the  king*s  maj.  in  honour,  be  fined  to  the ' 
king's  miij.  fr),000  marks.    9.  ITiathe  shall  be- 
imprisoned   in   the  , Tower  during  •■  the  king'ii 
pleashre.      3.  Tliat  he  shall  make  sach-  ao- 
k^iowledgment  »f  his  fault,  and  such  submis- 
sion to  his  maj.  as  shall  be  prescribed  unto 
him  by  this  court.    The  same  to  he  made  here 
at  the  bar,  either  in  the  king's  presence,  or,  in 
his  absence,  at  the  king's  pleasfire." 

This  Judgment  beinggiven  against  the  said  sir 
Henry  for  his  said  speeches,  which  touched  his 
maj.  in  honour;  and  the  pnsoner  being  with- 
drawn, the  Ix)rds  took  into  their  consideration,  - 
**  That  the  said  words  and  many  others  spoken 
here  in  tliis  house,  at  the  same  tone,  by  the  said 
sir  H.  did  directly;  tend  to  the  scaiKlal  of  the 
marq.  of  liuckingham,  Jo;d  high  admiral;  and ' 
therefore,  by  their  lordships  appointment,  the, 
said  sir  H.  was  called  in  again,  brought  to  the' 
bar,  and  was  charged  with  the  same  scandalous 
speeches  by  the  king's  serjeant  and  the  attor-' 
ney  general.     And,  whereas,  the  greatest  mat*- 
ttr  of  averment,  on  his  pArt,  did  depend  upon 
a  message  which  the  said  sir  H.  did  at!irm  was 
delivered  to  him  by  mr.  Tho.  Emerson,  from 
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Gilet  MompetMB ;  tlus  depositions  of  the  said 
$ilMn«>B  taken  here  in  court  tiie  ftth  of  May, 
i»eie  read  by  the  clerk,  wherein  the  siaid  Eoier- 
■oa  did  upon  his  oath,  abfcolutely  deny  the  said 
^letMlge:  a«d  the  said  »ir  if.  havintr  leave  to 
%peak  for  hijuself,  without  intcrruptionydid  not 
gjive  the  bouse  any  good  satisfaction  for  the 
scandalous  speeches  here  by  him  uttered 
Mainst  the  said  lord.  Wherefore  he  bciii^ 
withdraMvi  from  tiic  bar,  and  the  said  uiarqui:* 
also  having  withdrawn  bim^f  out  of  the  house, 
tjie  Lords  liaving  loi^  debated  the  matter,  re- 
vived, That  the  said  sir  H.  was  worthy  of 
c^osura,  fur  bis  iaise  and  scandalous  words ; 
aiui,  bai^g  fuU;r  agreed  about  it,  the  lord  map- 

raiid  tha  p^son€^r  were  called  in  again,  when 
lord  chief  justice  pronounced  ticntcocc 
i^puniit  him  in  luec  veriia : — **  The  lords  spi- 
ritual a^d  teiaporal  of  this  high  court  of  pari, 
dp  adjudge  and  award,  1. 1  hat  sir  Henry  Yelr 
vifftQii,  km.  ^r  his  false  and  scandalous  words, 
utierui  J  (I  tiiJH  hi»:h  cx)urt  of  pari,  against  the 
Iftrd  nnarrf .  of  Buckingham,  lord  hiith  admiral 
fi{  Eni^aodj  Mv:iUf)ay  5000  marks  unto  the  said 
i^ii]«qtij$'.  2.  That  he  shall  be  imprisoned..  3. 
Thai  ha  eik^ilE  tnake  sucli  submission,  in  this 
court,  U?  fhe  lord  marquis,  as  this  court  sludl 

Th**  Ju<li;nient  being  given,  the  lord  marquis 
freely  renntud  uuto  the  sai<l  sir  Henry,  the 
said  5000  msirks,  for  which  sir  H.  returned  his 
n^di^t  ha[uUI^  thanks  to  his  lordship.  The 
Lo^s  ^so  agreed  to  move  his  mi\j.  to  mitigate 
sir  Henry's  tine,  and  h.  r.  h.  the  prince  offered 
te  undertake  that  olBoe. — ^It  is  also  very  re- 
fi^kable  that  no  censure  was  pnssed  upon  him 
on  account  of  the  complaint  exhibited  against 
hioi  by  the  Commons ;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
t^y  ever  resented  the  omission.  Soon  after 
t}^  king  whollv  relinquished  the  fine  due  to 
bipA  ftom  sir  Henry  on  the  sentence ;  he  was 
s^t  m  liberty  ;  reconciled  to  the  marquis ;  and 
vFa^  esteemed,  says  Rushworth,  <  a  man  valde 
erqditus  lege,  in  his  time.' — In  th#succecding 
reign  he  i^as  made  a  jud0;e  of  the  common 
pleas.  Ilei^vas  author  of  The  Reports ;  h^  fa- 
tbur  was  Speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  an. 
1597,  pee  p.  895. 

A  message  was  sent  from  the  Commons  to 
put  their  lordships  in  mind  of  the  Complaint 
against  the  bp.  of  I^iudafT,  for  an  orTeuce 
provefi  to  the  house  of  commons,  by  the  tes- 
timony of  Randolph  Davenport  and  divers 
cither  witnesses.  Wherefore  tne  Commons  de- 
mand jq^^ement  against  him  for  tlie  same. 
J^nswer^  The  Lords  have  been  busied  with 
many  matters  of  great  importance ;  but  they 
^all  hear  from  them  shortly  touching  the  said 
complaint.  - 

Proceedings  ugaintt  Bdw.  Flot/de  before  the 
Lordi,^  May  35.  The  abp.  of  Canterbury,  fust 
of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  house  to 
take  examinations  in  the  cause  of  Edw.  Floyde, 
reported  that  thej  had  taken  several,  and  were 
Mitisfied  of  the  proof  of  the  crimes  objected 
aeainsrhim;  andnfio^ed  the  house  that  mr. 
Attohcy  gcnerd  might  le^d  tte  said  eiuuoi- 


natioBs.  Accordiufcly,  the  depoiitioii  of  6  p«v^ 
sons  u-erc  read,  and  tliea  it  was  ordatedr  th«t 
Floyde  slioutd  he  brought  to  the  baF  the  oest 
morning,  in  order  to  proceed  ta  judlgpnent 
against  him. 

May  26.  YAw,  Floyde  being  set  to  the  bar, 
the  Attorney  General  charged  hiai  with  aoto- 
rious  misdemeanors  and  high.  presamptioD  : 
'*  1.  Ifi  rejoicing  at  the  losses  which  bad  ha|>- 
pencd  to  the  kio^^  daugluet  and  her  ohildrem. 
2.  For  dibcoura^tng  ot*  others  w1m>  bear  good 
affection  unto  thorn.  3.  For  speaking  basely 
of  them.  4.  For  taking  upon  bim  tojuiigs  of 
the  rights  of  kin>;doms/' — ^To  the  Isl,  mr.  A^ 
tomey  sheweil,  "  That,  in  Dee.  last,  FU^fde, 
being  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  havine  heard  thmt. 
Prague  was  taken,  did  upon  all  occastioaa 
shew  himself  joyful  and  glad  of  that;  cralaonitj 
and  aBiiction  Which  bad  happened  to  tbo 
prince  and  princess  Palaiioe,  the-  king's  oakm 
daughter  and  her  children.'*— As  to  the  2adp 
the  Attorney  said,  **  That  Floyde  relatiag 
unto  one  llenrv  Penniagton  the  loss  of  Pra|^ue» 
with  the  captivity  of  tlie  king's  son-4ih-law,  liis 
dauglitfir  and  her  children ;  be  tha  saifl  Peo- 
ningtou  wisiiing  tliat  himself  and  ail  tiia  coiv 
venient  men  of  the  kini«dom  were  prcsML'd  forth 
not  to  return  with  their  lives,  tiU  titey  had  ms- 
deemed  her  fnim  captivity-:  he  iljc:jaid  f  iojada 
replied,  I  am  sorry  thou  art  such  a  ihaii  aud 
the  ssiid  Pemiingttm  reproving  him  for  Ay(iiig 
*>,  Fk)yde  replied.  That  if  he  had  beea  out  of 
his  chamber  he  would  have  struck  liias.**-^Foc 
the  3rd,  mr.  Attorney  shewed,  *^  1  hat  tha  said 
Floyde,  taking  occasion  to  speak  Qtl' these  mafe« 
ters,  did  term  the  prince  and  prinoecti  Pai»r 
tine,  the  king's  daughter,  by  the  iguemiaioua 
and  despiteful  terms  of'  Gooduiao  Pahigrave 
a/id  GooHwifc  Pidsgrave;'  calling  him^  '  thaft 
}>oor  lad;*  and  scoilingly,  witli great  joiJifty,  re^ 
iatcd  a  sta£:e*play  of  the  princess,  ruiming  awa^ 
with  two  children,  tlie  one  under  one  ana. and 
the  other  under  the  other  arm,  and  the  third 
in  her  belly,  with  the  Palsgrave  following  wid^ 
the  cradle. — For  die  4th,  the  Attoroeys^ved, 
<'  That  one  Abdias  Colo  going  to  preach  on« 
Sunday  morning  in  the  Fleet,  the  said  Floyde 
called  to  him  and  told  iiim  that  Prague  waa 
taken  ;  and  the  said  Cole  answering,.  ^*  Thatis 
little  comfort  to  me.  Floyde  replied,  nayy 
now  we  may  freely  speak  i^  I,  or  any  noblo* 
man,  have  as  good  a  right  to  be  kingof  Waies« 
:is  he,  meaning  the  Palsgrave,  to  be  king  of 
Bohemia." — ILere  mr.  Attorney  opened  "  thai 
point  of  the  ancient  oath  of  allegiance ;  of 
which  oath  and  the  danger  to  the  offimdar  ia 
such  case,  the  said  Floyde,  bemg  a  lawyer,  ormhi 
not  be  ignorant,  and  that  therefore  his  offence 
was  greater.  That  he,  being  a  man^  of  good 
estate,  was  a  justice  of  peace  in  his  country  ia 
the.county  of  Salop ;  and^  was  put  out  of  com« 
mission,  as  was  affinaed  to  be  true  bj  lar. 
Baron  Bromley  then  present;  and  abo  that 
this  Floydo,  having  heretofore  studied  tlie  cooh 
mon  law,  in  the  uu/er  Temple,  where  he  was 
called  to  the  bar,  was  pat  oal  of  that  societ/ 
by  the  benchers." 
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Floyde  being  th^n  ckmiuidecl  hy  tk«  lord 
«bicf  JHsdce,  what  Answer  he  could  make  to 
^Aiese  misdotnetmors  wherewith  he  wnschsrged  ? 
-he  begftB  with  a  long  discoarse  to  traduce  the 
f)erson8  of  sudi  as  had  deposed  against  him ; 
hut  beinjo;  demanded  to  make  a  direct  Answer 
Co  the  Charge,  be  said,**  I  cannot  remember 
tliat  these  words  were  ever  spoken  by  me/ 
WliereufMHi  the  eierk  read  the  depositions  oF6 
%»iUie86es  i^inst  him.  Then  the  chief  justice 
demanded  of  Floydc;  whether  he  s|nike  those 
mordSf  *  Goodman  Palsgmve  and  Gfiodnite 
Piilsgrave  ?  To  which  lie  answered,  *  I  spoke 
tM»t  those  words  in'  such  sort  as  tliey  are  laid 
down  in  the  deposition/  *  Did  you  speak  those 
word])  or  words  to  that  effect  V  To  whicJi  he 
t>t}»Ucd.  Mt  was  but  a  folly  for  him  to  deny 
'  tbem  because  so  many  had  proved  them/  And 
being  demanded  whether  lie  spake  the  other 
words,  or -used  the  insolent  behaviour  towards 
the  prince  and  princess  Palatine  ?  he  answered 
*  I  remember  it  not,* 

Tlie  prisoner  being  withdrawn,  though  the 
Xords  were  fully  satisfied  by  the  examinations 
and  Fk)yde*s  Answers,  yet,  for  order  sake,  it 
was  put  to  the  question,  *  WItether  Edw. 
Floyde  be  so  guilty  of  the  oflfcnces  of  which  he 
is  chained,  as  that  he  deserves  to  be  cen- 
sured P  It  was  agreed  by  all,  ncnt,  dm.  But  one 
part  of  the  sentence  proposed  being  whipping, 
tome  Lords  objected  to  it  because  he  was  a 
gentleman  ;  this  was  also  put  to  the  question, 
and  carried  for  whipping.  -  Another  question 
was,  whether  he  should  have  his  ears  nailed  to 
the  pillory  ?  It  was  agreed,  ptr  plures,  not  to 
be  nailed. 

The  form  of  the  Sentence  being  then  read  and 
mgreed  to,  the  prisoner  was  brought  again  to  the 
bar,  when  the  Attorney  General  praying  judg-^ 
nent  apinst  him,  the  lord  chief  justice  pro- 
nounced sentence  in  these  words : — •*  The  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  of  this  high  court,  con- 
sidering the  great  offence  of  the  said  Edward 
Floyde,  do  award  and  adjudge,  1.  That  Edward 
Floyde  shall  be  incapable  to  bear  anns  as  a 
gentleman ;  and  that  he  shall  be  orcr  held  as 
an  infamous  person ;  and  his  testimony  not  to 
be  taken  in  any  court  or  cause.  2.  That  on 
Monday  next,  in  the  morning,  he  shall  be 
brought  to  Westminster-hall,  there  to  be  set 
on  horseback  with  his  face  to  tlie  horse-tail, 
holding  the  tail  in  his  hand,  nitli  papers  on  his 
head  and  breast  declaring  his  offence ;  and  so 
to  ride  to  the  pillory  in  Cheapside  to  stand  two 
hours  in  it,  to  be  branded  with  the  letter  K  in 
hid  forehead.  3.  To  be  whipt  at  a  cart's  tail, 
on  the  1st  day  of  the  next  term,  from  the  Fleet 
to  Westminster-^ail,  with  a  paper  on  his  head 
declaring  the' offence,  and  tbbn  to  stand  in  the 
pillory  uicre  for  two  hours*  4  That  he  shall 
be  fined  to  the  king  iii  50001.  5.Tliat  he  shall 
be  imprisoned  in  Newgate  during  his  life.^ 

Warrants  w6re  given  to  the  serjeaht  at  arms 
and  to  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  to  see  this  Sen- 
tence quickly  eiecuted ;  and  the  paper  to  be 
•on  his  head  was  to  contain  these  words :  <*  Fot 
i^ominioiis  and  desf^iteful  words,  and  mali- 
cxoui  and  icornful  bchuviQur  towards  the  prince 


«nd  pimoess  t'altftifte,  the  king's  amir  dma^titer^ 
and  their  children /'--Gambden  cells  us,  That 
every  part  of  thy  Sentence  was  executed  oa 
F&oyde ;  but  the  Lords  Journals  assure  us. 
That  some  days  alter  on  a  motion  trom  dit 
prince  ii  was  ordered.  That  the  punishment  ^ 
whipping,  with  all  that  belongs  to  it,  to  be  in^ 
flicted  upon  Edw:  Floyde,  be  suspended  and 
forbom,  until  the  pleasure  of  tlie  house  be  fur^ 
ther  known ;  tlie  rest  of  the  punishaient  to  h% 
executed  according  to  tlie  former  order.  iM 
was  abo  ordered,  Tlwt,  hereafter,  when  any 
censure  bcyoud  imprisonmeDt  be  a^^eed  oA, 
tliat  judgment  thereupon  be  not  then  given,  but 
on  another  day,  or  sitting,  that  time  may  b« 
taken  to  consider  thereof. 

The  King^s  Reasons  fat'  adjourning  the  Par* 
liatnent.]  Ahiy  28.  Tl»e  Lord  Treasurer  de* 
clured  unto  the  house.  That  yesterday  his  niu. 
advising  with  the  lords  of  the  privy  council, 
hath  thouglit  fit,  and  so  bus  commanded  hisi 
to  tell  than,  to  adjourn  the  pari,  at  this  tim«^  * 
for  these  causes :  **  1.  The  season  of  the  year, 
by  tlie  contiimance  of  this  great  conoourse  o^ 
people,  may  breed  iufeotion.  2.  The  use  that 
this  time  of  the  year'  may  require  to  have  the 
lieutenants  of  the  couaties,  and  the  jastices  of 
peace,  in  the  country.  3.  Because  the  court! 
of  Westminster-hall  have  not  had  their  ordi- 
nary proceedings  this  session.  4.  For  chat 
the  profitsof  his  maj.*s  revenues  are,  as  it  were 
at  a  stand.  5.  The  omission  of  the  state.**  Tha 
reasons  why  he  will  adjourn  it  ratkcr  than  pro« 
rogue  it  are  these:  1.  "  For  that  the  adjourn* 
ment  keeps  a  kind  of  bciu^  in  pari.  2.  Whereas  , 
many  good  bills  are  preferrea  and  not  as  yet 
past,  the  ad.oumment  rcslP^es  them  in  tlHi 
same  state  they  now  are.  5.  It  will  keep  many 
laws  in .  continuance  which  will  end  with  tlia 
session,  witliout  a  special  provision  be  mada 
for  the  same.  4.  His  maj.*s  free  and  general 
pardon  is  not  yet  prepai'ed  ;  which  he  mtends 
to  the  better  sort  of  people  as  weU  as  to  tha 
meanest.  5.  Seeing  there  ar6  so  many  bills  ei&* 
hibitcd,  his  nn^jesty  connot,  in  so  short  a  thne^ 
apply  his  mind  to  udvise  wluch  bills  to  accept 
of  und  which  to  refuse."  The  Treasurer  added, 
*<  Ttiat,  as  in  this  purl,  his  ma),  hath  already 
redressed  the  corruptions  of  the  chief  courts  qjf 
justice ;  and,  by  his  Proclamation  called  in  tha 

Catentoflnns  and  Hosteries;  and  forbidden 
ills  of  Conformities,  which  were  things  very 
grievous  to  liis  subiects ;  so  his  maj.  clierisliettt 
the  bills  against  Informers,  against  the  abuso 
of  Supersedeas,  aguiust  Monopolies,  against 
Recusants,  and  for  Limitation  of  Suits,  with 
an  intent  to  perfect  them.  And  he  also  pro- 
poseth  to  reform  divers  grievances  to  the  peo* 
pie.  Wherefore,  his  maj.'s  pleasure  is.  That 
you  perfect  the  acts  in  tlie  house  against  Satnr* 
day  next,  especially  that  of  sir  John  Bennet ; 
and  hath,  appointed  Sunday  nctt,  in  the  after- 
noon, to  hear  any  thing  concemin^other  Gricv« 
ances.  That  on  Monday,  June  4tli,  his  majv 
will  send  a  Commission  lor  the  adjournment  of 
this  pari/* 

Debate  in  the  Commont  touchinf^  the  pro^ 
pond  Adjournment, 'I    On  the  same  day,  a  si* 
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niilar  Message  was  brought  to  th«  Commonf 
^jr  mn  S«cn'tnrT,  upon  which  the  tbliowing 
debate  took  phice : — 

inr  8.  &tnd$  saith,  that  ne  thtiiketh  it  not 
now  fit  to  proceed  with  bills,  by  retiMin  of  the 
shortness  of  the  time  we  are  to  ait,  but  to  cuu- 
aider  of  the  grievances  in  hand. 

Mr.  HackwUl  would  that  we  should  have  a 
Coiderence  with  the  lords,  and  to  tell  tlicra, 
that  wc  are  ol'  opinion,  that  it  is  fit  we  should 
declare,  that  those  decrees,  where  corruption 
is  proved,  may  have  a  bill  of  review,  if  the 
parties  whom  tliey  concern  will ;  and  that  they 
who  bring  thb  bill  of  review  shall  pay  good 
costs,  if  the  decree  be  thought  iit  to  be  con*, 
firmed :  thtit  all  the  bills  committed  may  be 
reported  and  dcfivered  into  the  house;  and 
those  that  have  not  been  thouglit  fit  by  the 
committee  to  pass,  may  sleep. 

8ir  O.  Aioare  saith,  that  the  first  reason  of 
calling  of  a  parL  was  to  redress  mischiets  and 
grievances  ;  and,  since  we  want  time  to  redress 
the  mischiefs^  he  would  \\  e  should  forthwith  take 
order  to  proceed  in  the  course  proposed  for 
the  GricA'unces ;  and  that  a  calendar  should  be 
made  of  all  the  bilU  in  the  house,  and  that  it 
should  be  therein  set  down  huw  tar  the  hou:»c 
hath 'proceeded  in  every  one  of  tliem. 

Sir  N,  Rich  would  have  wished  that  by  com- 
mission (as  the  bill  of  Subsidies  did  pa!«s)  some 
few  general  bills  might  pai»s,  and  chat  thbre 
might  be  a  short  bill  or  clause,  that  the  ses- 
lions  should^ot  end,  notwithstanding  the  pus^s- 
ing  of  such  bills. 

Mr.  Secretary  saith,  that  his  maj.  considered 
and  advised  with  the  lord  chief  justice,  and 
other  judges  the/9  present,  Uiat  some  lew  hillb 
might  have  been  passed,  and  the  ses.«ions  not 
to  have  thereby  ended;  but  those judj^es  stiid, 
it  was  a  thing  not  viairanted  by  any  prece- 
dents. 

Sir  Warwick  Hea/e  saith,  that  there  is  a  pre- 
cedent in  sir  Tho.  Sherley*s  Case,  that  a  bill 
might  pass,  and  yet  the  sessions  continue ;  and 
also  this  sessions  is  U  good  precedent,  for  that 
we  have  parsed  the  bill  of  Subsidie:>  by  com- 
mission. 

Sir  E,Sandy$  would  have  all  those  bills,  that 
are  engrossed,  read,  and  passed  before  the  re- 
'   cess ;  because  otherwise,  at  our  next  meeUHg, 
tiiey  will  seem  strange  and  new  to  us. 

Mr.  Afford  would  have  no  order  made,  nor 
any  thing  put  to  the  question  of  all  these  mo- 
tions till  after  dinner,  that  then  we  might  fur- 
ther consult  what  to  do.  Wlm-h  motion  was 
thought  fit  by  the  house  to  be  followed. 

Sir  Ritb,  Crane  would  have  us  petition  his 
maj.  that  we  might  sit  till  about  the  cad  of  the 
term,  that  we  might  pass  some  bills,  and  not 
return  without  some  truit  of  our  labours  into 
/  the  country ;  wliich  will  otherwise  with  a  heavy 
heart  pay  the  Subsidies  we  have  given.— 
The  house  liked  not  this  motion,  {ri  the  after- 
noon of  tlie  same  day,  the  house  being  in  a 
Committee, 

Mr.  Crewe  saith,  that  since  it  pleased  the 
kipg  to  say,  at  the  beginning  of  the  pari*  that 


we  had  dealt  with  him  not  merchant-like,  aiui 
had  given  him  a  precedent  of  our  aSectioo 
without  precedent,  and  tliat  he  would  meet  us 
more  than  half  way  in  renwdyiog  our  griev- 
ancCb;  therelbre  he  seeth  not  but  that  we 
nia^  with  good  hope  petition  his  maj.  for  our 
fittmg  a  longer  time.  *  He  would  have  us  de- 
sire a  present  Conference  with  tJie  Lords,  thai 
they  and  we  might  join  in  a  petition  to  the 
king,  that  the  pari,  mi^ht  continue  till  we  had 
finislied  some  good  bdls  for  his  roval  assent : 
that  in  queen  .\lary^  time  bills  dicT  pass,  and 
yet  the  sessions  continued:  tliat  we  may  have 
a  clause  in  the  end  of  the  bill,  tliat  that  bill 
might  pass,  and  yet  the  sessions  continue. 

Mr.  Hdchciil  ^Hith,  that  in  tlie  11th  ltd.  U. 
an  act  did  pass,  that,  notwithstanding  some 
bills  did  pass,  yet  the  sessions  shoufd  not  de- 
termine ;  that  iu  this  king's  time,  in.  sir  llios. 
^herley's  Case,  it  was  resolved,  tlmt  a  bill  with 
such  a  clause  might  pass,  and  the  scissions  not 
be  determined,  lie  would  have  us  send  to  the 
Lords  for  a  Conlcrence,  and  >de^re  them  to 
join  with  u^  in  a  petition  to  this  etfect. 

Sir  Ed.  Sandi/t  saith,  he  would  have  us  to 
desire  the  Lords  to  Join  with  us  in  a  petition 
to  hi:i  maj.  sliewing  how  Ecady  we  are  to  pass 
divers  good  bills;  wliat  great  grievances  are 
come  to  the  subject  for  want  of  such  bills: 
that  we  are  wilhng,  notwithstanding ,  tbe  wea- 
ther, to  sit  f  )r  the  service  of  his  maj.  and  the 
kingdom  :  that  the  Pardon  may  puss  this  houae 
in  one  day,  for  it  is  here  to  be  read  but  once ; 
and,  for  the  enlarging  of  the  pardon,  that  may 
be  easily  done  by  striking  out  of  certain  re- 
strictions :  that  tfie  bill  ibr  repeal  tsxxd  conti- 
nuing of  statutes  is  already  oiu;e  read,  and  will 
be  aUo  >ooi\  ready :  that  we,  at  a  conference 
with  the  Lords,  should  desire  them  to  join  in  a 
petition  to  the  king,  that,  we  might  continue 
pur  sitting  to  the  end  of  die  term,  because  ia 
this  term  there  U  but  little  business  to  be  dis- 
patched; for  usually  tliis  term  b  but  to  settle 
and  prepare  business  aguiubt  another  term. 

Sir  li,  PhiUi/ts  would  not  have  u&  stand  on 
the  pardon,  but  {jit'it  cannot  be  bad  so  soon) 
to  let  it  ulone. 

Sir  S.  SiutfJs  saith,  that  he  will  walk  in  a  path 
not  yet  trodden  in,  and  propound  what  Lath 
not  yet  been  proposed,  lie  would  have  us  to 
take  S  things  into  our  consideration ;  1st,  his 
mai.*9  honour;  2ndly,  the  good  of  the  state; 
and  3rdly,  our  own  reputation;  and  that  in  all 
these  he  would  have  us  do  something :  that  be 
never  heard  of  an  adjournment  by  commissioD  ; 
prorogations  have  used  to  be  made  by  tbe 
king,  or  by  commission,  biit  adjournments  ba%  e 
ever  been  by  the  houses  themselves  only  :  that 
the  king  said,  he  would  meet  us  in  the  remedy 
of  our  grievances  more  tlian  halfway,  and  that 
made  us  engage  his  maj.*s  word  in  tbe  coun- 
try, that  wc  had  more  than  hopes  of  a  «m| 
success  of  this  pari. ;  but  now  we  shall  be 
like'  the  cursed  tree,  which  hose  fair  iewes 
but  no  fruit,  for  at  the  first  we  had  dair  hopes : 
that,  if  we  go  now  home  without  fruit,  we  shall 
be  worse  welcome  than  we  were  after  tbe  [ 
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convention  of  parL ;  lor,  though  that  paii. 
brought  forth  nothing,  yet  it  parted  with  no* 
thing;:  I  wish  that  it  had  then  given  something, 
and  that  we  had  attended  the  fruit  of  it.  lie 
protcsteth,  tliat,  if  he  had  auv  other  place  to 
go  to,  he  would  not  go  into  lias  country  with 
empty  bands;  for  if  we  go  firuitlcss  liome,  we 
shuil  be  a  mock  and  £corn  to  the  country. — 
The  Speaker  having  taken  tlie  chair^ 

Sir  FMtc.  Coke  reported  from  the  committee, 
"  That  the  wliole  vote  of  the  houi>e  is,  that,  if 
we  should  part,  as  was  this  day  propounded, 
we  ^lould  go  ail  nw»y  Iieavy:  that  the  comr 
oattee  hath  resolved  to  desire  a  Confcniuce 
with  the  Lords  al>out  tliis;  even  to  be  humble 
X  (K'titionci'S,  with  their  lordships,  to  his  maj.  to 
give  us  some  farther  time,  for  perfecting  of  the 
special  bills ;  to  the  comfort  of  his  subjects." 
A  message  was  sent  to  the  Lords  to  tliis  effect. 

May  S9.  Sir  ^'(/« .  Otke  reported  the  Con- 
ference with  the  Lords  touching  the  peti- 
tion to  the  king  for  our  bitting  till  the  end  of 
the  term.  He  saith,  that  he  told  the  brds 
that  wc  shall  not  maNC  a  country  farmer  under-* 
stand  the  ditfcreiice  between  an  ac^urnmont 
and  a  prorogation :  that  for  tlie  gicneral  Par- 
don, it  mny  soon  lye  made  ready :  that  there 
never  was  pari,  that  sat  16  or  16  weeks,  and 
brought  nothing  to  perfection :  that  there  were 
Defer  Subsidies  given,  but  there  were  some  bills 
of  grace,  and  some  bills  for  the  good  of  the 
commfmweolth  which  did  pass :  that  after  a 
prorogation  the  same  parliament  men  arc  to 
come  again :  that  in  30  H.  I.  the  two  parliament 
bouses  arc  colled  commune  consilium  regis : 
that  we  tliought  we  sliould  have  sat  longer,  and 
till  Midsummer,  because  the  king  in  his  speech 
said,  we  would  be  weary  before  Midsummer; 
whereby  we  took  it,  that  we  should  sit  till  tliat 
time :  that  we,  for  these  and  other  reasons  al- 
leged, do  desire  their  lordsliips  to  join  with  us 
in  a  Petition  to  the  king  for  further  time>  He 
saith,  that  the  duke  of  Jxuox  answered,  tliat 
their  lordships  would  consider  hereof  in  their 
own  house,  and  that  preaeutly  wc  should  know 
their  answer  to  our  request. 

Mr.  Alf'ord  saith,  that  he  hath  seen  an  an- 
cient roll  of  parliament,  that  the  king  ought 
not  to  end  or  break  otf  tiie  pari,  when  tilings 
are  in  hand  and  not  concluded;  and  that, 
when  we  have  notice  that  the  time  approach- 
eth  that  the  sessions  sIihII  end,  then  the  Speaker 
useth  to  move  tlie  house  that  no  more  bills  may 
be  admitted,  hut  that  we  may  go  on  aud  pro- 
ceed only  with  the  businesM?^  that  are  in  hand. 
He  saith,  tliat  he  is  therefore  of  opiniou,  that 
it  is  against  the  course  of  pari,  that  the  king,  in 
the  midst  oi  business,  snould  break  up  the 
sessions. 

May  29,  p.  m.  Tlie  Lord  Treasurer  ac- 
quainted the  House  of  Lords,  That  the  lords 
of  tlie  privy  council  had  attended  his  maj .  that 
day,  to  whom  he  had  taken  notice,  That  alter 
lie  had  si|i;niHed  his  liiitcntion  to  both  houses 
fbr  adjvmmijig  the  pari,  the  Commous  had  pray- 
ed a  Conference  and  thereby  a  Petition  to  be 
jntde  to  his  va^.  fbr  %  longer  continuance  of 
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tlm  pari.;  to  >rhi«h  the  Lords  as  yet  had  rt* 
turned  no  Answer.    Hb  mt^.'s  commands  are 
therefore,  '<  That  though    he   is  willing  to   l^ 
hearken  to  any  petition,  which  shall  be  mado     ,  ^ ' 
unto  him  by  pari,  yet,  a  petition  of  this  nature  ^^    i . 
cannot  be  pleasmg  unto  uim ;  it  seeming  to  ha 
a  derogation  of  his  prerogative,  who  hath  .the 
only  power  to  call,  adjourn,  and  determine 

f>ariiajn6Uts.— That,  out  of  favour  to  his  people^ 
lis  wai«  tuid  made  choice.rather  to  adjourn  the 
pari,  than  to  prorogue  it;  and  therefore  hit 
maj.  adviscth  that  a  select  ntunber  of  bills  may 
be  chosen  out,  which  he  may  pass,  and  either 
make  a  session,  or  an  adjournment,  at  his  plea« 
sure.  In  which  his  maj.  will  advise  with  the 
judges.  Whether  the  royal  assent  by  comiiits<* 
sion  to  some  bills,  will  put  an  end  to  a  session  ; 
or,  by  adjournment,  keep  all  other  bills  on  foot 
ill  the  same  state  as  they  now  are.  His  nuy.'s 
further  advice  is,  **  1  hat  the  house  do  husband 
well  the  time ;  for,  on  Monday  next  he  deter* 
mines  to  hold  his  day  either  for  the  adjooriH 
meat  or  prorogation  of  the  pari.  His  pleasure 
is  also,  that  those  bilb  which  have  passed  both 
liouses  be  sent  unto  him  before-lumd,  for  the 
rest  he  w  ill  advise  of  afterwards.  Lastly,  that 
the  ^Misiness  of  sir  John  Bennet  be  hastened." 

The  prince  moved  the  house,  <'  That  the 
Commons  might  be  made  acouainted  with  his 
maj.'s  pleasure,  signified  by  tne  lord  treasurer; 
and  of  his  maj.^H  advice  to  husband  ii^eU  the 
time;  and  that  if  tliey  have  any  thing  more  to«ay 
unto  tiie  kin^  that  the^  do  attend  his  maj.  on 
Sunday  next.*^ — On  this  motion  the  Lords  sent 
to  desire  a  Conference,  presently,  with  the  other 
house :  which  being  agreed  to,  and  the  Lords 
returned  from  it,  it  was  ordered,  That  sir  John 
Bennet  be  brought  to  the  bar  to-morrow  mom* 
ing,  at  9  o'clock. 

May  29,  p.  m.  Upon  the  report  of  this  Con* 
ference  with  the  Loitls  being  made  to  the  Com- 
mons, the  house  was  so  discontented,  that 
every  man  cried  out  ^'  rise !  rise  V*  and  that 
witliout  givins  any  answer  to  the  lords,  whe>-> 
ther  tliis  did  like  them  or  not. 

Mr.  Dei  bridge,  a  Devonshire  merchant,  saith 
he  will  freely  discharge  his  conscience,  as  be* 
Cometh  an  honest  man ;  and  theretbro  profese- 
eth,  that  this  message  delivered  us  by  tlie  lords 
from  the  king,  dotli  dislike  him  for  his  parti« 
cular. 

Mr.  Malhry  would  have  us  return  an  an- 
swer to  keep  correspondency  with  the  Lords  ; 
but,  for  all  other  husmesses,  he  would  have  us 
let  them  rest. 

Seijeantilf  A/ey  saith,  that  the  prince  did  wisb^ 
at  the  conference,  that  we  should  forbear  to 
debate  pr  consult  of  joining  with  the  lords  to 
get  tarthcr  time. 

Sir  Edwin  StindjfS  saith,  he  seeth  the  house 
is  full  of  two  passion's,  grief  and  fear;  for  his 
own  part,  he  was  never  so  foil  of  either;  that 
the  counti7  is  in  a  dHogerous  taking :  our  reli- 
gion is  rooted  out  of  Bohemia  andGermany,and 
root  ins  out  of  France,  unless  God  doth  mira- 
culouuy  defend  them :  tliat  trade  is  decayed 
and  stopped  in  all  the  oHt  porta  (especially  the 
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CfiM|ue  Ports)  so  tha^,  whei^Mt  Kh<^  «pet«  tfttot  i 
to  defend  themselves  and  the  ktogdom,  tfiejr ' 
•re  Dovr  become  alt  such  beggars,  as  the  kmg 
must  keep  there  a  |arn6on  to  dei^d  them  t 
aiU  the  ^netaneee  of  the  kkicdom  are  trifles  in 
comparison  of  the  decay  of  trade:  that  it  is 
BOW  i»o  time  to  consult  what  ta  do,  for  we  anfe 
tooiuli  of  grief  and  fear:  time  may  temper 
our  passions;'  and  therefore  he  would  hat^  us 
tise  now,  and  send  a  message  to  the  l6ktis  to- 
morrow. 

Si^'-j&dtfrtPAiffkp^  saitfa,  that  we  §ee  relidoft ' 
Itt  home  in  an  ill  case;  and  he  pra^th  uod« 
w«  feel  not  the  danger  of  it.— A  message  was 
tben  sent  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  their  lotd- 


ti^hith  It  was  agreed  bctwjpen  them,  ThUt  -Hi  %y 
n^eans  or  mediation  of  the  said  coinmisde«s,  or 
either  of  them,  the  said  Egerton  should  prevwl, 
dther  by  decree  in  chancery,  or  at  corainoft 
law,  to  recover  so  much  of  the  anciewt  inhere 
twice  of  the  said  Edward,  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
defeasance,  then  \.o  pay  the  lord  bp.  or  Dareo- 
port,  or  either  of  them,  60001.  within  «  y*"*"* 
after.— On  the  15th  of  March  1618,  dr.  FiekJ 
writes  a  letter  to  E.  Egerton,  in  the  nature  of  a 
defeasance  of  that  recognizance,  which  cun- 
taineth,  that  tlie  sum  of  OOOOl.  is  for  gnauin« 
to  snch  hon.  fri^ds  as  shall  be  made  in  liia 
business,  if  he  recover,  by  the  power  of  tho9» 
friends,  his  ancient  inheritance; /or,  otherwise. 


ebips  that  the  cmnmitte^  is  returned  with  great  \  a  third  part  of  whatsoever  shall  be  added  to 
^^_x'.-  .u.  L ^_j  • />.  . J  __     ^^^  which  had  been  formerly  awarded  to  tiie 

said  Edward  in  chancery.   And,  if  mitliing  wmi 
done,  then  he  promised,  in  verbo  sacerdom,  to 
retum  the  recognizance. — After  this  tbc  lord 
bishop  writes  another  letter,  without  date,  to 
mr.  Egerton,  letting  him  know  therebr,  that 
there  wss  a  stay  made  of  decreeing  the  lord 
chancdtor's  award  till  next  term,  by  the  means 
of  one  of  my  lord  chancellor's  gendemen,  wbo 
would  have  conferred  with  mr.  Egerton,  b«t 
that  his  leisure  permitted  hhn  not  then  to  <k> 
it ;  he  therefore  required  some  further  warraot 
and  direction  lo  proceed  in  bis  behalf.     Un- 
dei^neath  this  letter  one  Woodward,  brotbcr* 
m-law  to  mr.  Egerton,  writes  this  postscript. 
That  iie  thinks  his  cause  will  do  well,  and  that 
he  hath  assured  the  gendeman  lie  shall  find 
mr.  Egerton  faithful  in  his  promise,  aad  wish* 
cth  he  would  write  back  to  Woodward  to  that 
purpose*^ — Woodward  \yrites  another  letter  to 
mr.  Egerton  without  date,  letting  him  know, 
diat  dr.  Field  is  sorry  my  krd  hath  not  sent  aa 
answer  as  he  expected,  but  ilmt  my  lord  chan- 
cellor shall  be  moved  this  night  for  a  stay  of 
the  decree ;  which  he  hopes  to  get  by  such 
means  aS  he  shidl  use;  « ad  that  he  hath  as- 
sured him  mr.  Egerton  would  perform  his  pro- 
mise.— Davenport  bcini;  examined  in  this  high 
court,  touchmg  the  sharinir  the  60001.  betwixt 
him,  ButlcT,  the  bisjhop,  and  others,  sahh,  Ifa 
hhnsclf  should  have  had  noih'uig;  Butler  wa» 
to  have  20001.  and    lOOOl.  was  "thought  fit  to 
be  given  to  the  lonl  chnnccilor;  bnt  his  lord- 
ship knew  not  of  it,  and  Butler  dared'  not  to 
move  it.    Davenport  and  Butler  meant  to  have 
shared  that  lOObl.     For  the  other  30001.  he 
knew  not  how  it  should  be  shared.    The  mat- 
ter promised  was  a  letter  fi*om  the  lord  ad- 
miral, and  a  reference  fnnn  the  king  to  the 
lord  chancellor. — Francis  Joyner  being  exa- 
mined in  this  cause,  confcsseth,  he  was  the 
means  to  make  mr.  Kgcrton  and  dr.  Field  ac- 
quainted ;  and  diat  the  doctor  had^conference 
with  Buder  ajod  Davenport  about  mr.  Egertou's 
business ;  and  that  the  doctor  drew  in  the  lord 
Haddington  to  be  a  furtherer  of  it.     He  spoka 
to  the  recognizance ;  and  that  the  doctor  con- 
fessed he  was  trusted  from  U»e  lord  Haddin^ 
ton,  and  that  his  lordship  wns  to  dfept^c  of 
the  money  at  his  pleasure.— Tristram  WooH- 
ward  bemg:  likewise    ^atnih^^  confMd, 


griet*  to  the  house,  and  is  now  unfit  to  send  an 
answer ;  but  to-morrow  we  will  send  theit  lord- 
•hips  an  answer^  The  bouse  was  so  long  debat- 
ing of  this  messa^  before  they  could  resolve  on 
it,  that  tlie  Lords  were  risen.  Sir  Lionel  Cran- 
(teld,  riMster  of  the  wards,  woold  have  spoken 
(the  hause  beiag  in  this  passion,  and  ready  to 
rise)  and  tiegan  saying,  he  was  in  a  great  strait 
)let^veeu  his  duty  to  the  king,  and  his  duty  to 
Ihk  house ;  whereupon  all  the  house  cried  out 
that  we  should  send  the  message  to  the  Lords 
(for  yet  it  was  not  reported  to  us,  that  the  Lords 
were  gon^,  before  tlie  messengers  came  to  de- 
livar  the  meesace)  and  would  not  hear  him : 
then  sir  Henry  Vane,  moved,  that  we  should 
hear  the  Master  of  the  Wards,  but  yet  the  house 
wmdd  not :  then  the  Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy, 
lar  Humphrey  May,  moved,  that  we  did  over- 
throw the  liberties  of  the  house,  if  we  would 
mxn  permit  «very  man  to  speak ;  but  for  all  this 
the  house  atill  called  oot  for  the  message ;  and 
••0  the  houte  rose  in  a  great  passion  and  con- 
fusion. 

-  PnocewKTigf  tffiinst  iht  Bithop  <f  Landaff 
far  Brocage  in  Bribery.]  May  80. '  House  of 
ijords. — The  first  thing  of  moment  the  I/>rds 
'want  upon  this  day,  was  to  hear  tl^  report  of 
-tlK  carl  of  Huntin^on,  one  of  the  cominittec 
appointed  to  take  laminations  concerning  Dr. 
Field,  new  bishop  of  Landaff.  A  coHection 
was  made .  thereof,  which,  with  divers  letters, 
eenit  up  by  the  Commons,  concerning  that 
Acaiise  were  delivered  by  liis  lordship  into  court. 
The  bishop  having  withdrawn,  the  kini;''s  Ser- 
jeant, Crewe,  came  to  the  clerk's  table,  ami  read 
the  said  collection  in  base  verba: — *^  Edw. 
Eperton  having  a  suit  in  chancery  with  sir 
Rowland  Egertouyfor  lands  of  good  value  ;  arid 
supposing  he  had  some  Jiard  measure  therein, 
•was  commended  to  dr.  Field,  now  lord  bp.  of 
Landaff,  for  the  preeunng  of  some  great  friends 
to  assist  him  in  this  cause.  Upon  conference 
between  F^w.  F^gerton  and  the  lord  bp.  about 
thismacter,  and  to  the  end  to  procure  ^uch 
assistanae  and  friendship,  he  acknowledged  a 
teco^oance  of  10,©0(W»  to  the  Wsliop,  and  one 
"Handoiph  Davenport,  a  gjent.  belonging  to  the 
late  lord  rhaoCeHor;  which  was  dated  March 
*»lh,  in  the  tOth  year  of  this  peign.  Whcre- 
HjXMi  there  was  a  draught  of  a  de^asance  cr>n- 
4teived,  hat  mot  pedMed^  as  it  seems;  by 
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jfoyner  told  him  dr. Field  hod  friemUat  court; 
Hnd  bow  inr.  Egerton  was  dnk.wn  to  the  doctor's 
bouse.  The  recognisance  was  taken  for  But^ 
Jer  and  the  lord  Uad<lington, as h<i  thinks;  hut 
«ut  of  it  tlie  doctor  expected  recom pence,  &.<> 
\ke  heard  amongst  tiiecu:  and  confessed  he 
wrote  the  postscript  to  dr.  Field's  letter  sent 
to  Dir.  Egertou.*— -Kdvv.  E^erton  saith,  **  That 
he  agreed  with  dr.  I'ield  ror  the  recognizance, 
that  he  should  have  lii<>  land  decreed  to  hnn : 
that  6000L  was  to  be  paid  on  the  event  of  the 
#uii.  He  was  to  pay  the  money  to  dr,  Fjcld 
nod  Davenport;  hut  hou  much  each  should 
We  he  kijoweth  not.  He  furttier  said,  That 
Woodward,  his  brother- Ill-law,  and  dr.  Field 
procured  him  to  acknowledge  the  recogni-* 
faoce ;  but  \ie  did  not  pay  the  charge  of  it : 
that  dr.  Field  told  him  he  woulc}  bring  him  to 
one  Butler,  who  would  procure  au  order  from 
Piy  lord  chaocellor  for  his  relief  ia  the  cause 
as  he  would  desire  i  thereupon  the  doctor  de- 
manded a  recogoizonce  of  10,0001.  fur  pay- 
ment of  60001,  when  this  examinant  should 
bave  such  an  order  from  the  court  as  he  de- 
aired.  The  reco^oizance  was  entered  accord* 
jngly;  after  whicA,  this  examinant  finding  no 
good  thereby,  ((emanded  back  his  recogui- 
Mce ;  when,  after  many  delays,  and  a  year's 
distance  of  |ime,  he  had  the  same  delivered. 
Lastly,  tliat  Woodward  told  him  dr.  Field, 
capt.  Field  his  brother,  and  Butler  .<(hould  have 
$hared  th^  money  amongst  them ;  but  how,  he 
kiioweth  not.** 

Then  the  king's  serjeant  read  also  the  Proofs, 
which  consisted  of  all  the  letters  and  examina- 
tions before  mentioned.  After  which  the  bp. 
pf  Durham*  stood  up,  and,  in  a  speech,  re- 
peated the  manner  how  tliis  matter  was  first 
complained  of  by  tlie  commons  to  this  hou.se, 
with  the  sevenil  proofs  thereof:  but  added, 
**  That  since  there  was  nothing  proved  but  an 
intent,  at  the  most,  he  moved  that  the  consi- 
deration thereof  he  referred  to  tlie  abp.  of 
Canterbury,  and  he  to  give  the  bishop  an  ad- 
monition for  the  same  in  the  Convocation 
House."  The  archbishop  (George  Abbot)  then 
rose  up  and  said,  "  That  dr.  Field,  the  now 
bishop  of  LandaiF,  could  not  be  excused  from 
Brocage  in  Bribery;  for  whicli  he  was  to 
blame :  hut  hoped  tlmt  he  might  bear  his  fault 
as  dr.  Field,  and  not  as  bp.  of  I-andalT;  and 
that,  if  it  was  referred  to  him,  he  would  do 
that  wltich  belongs  unto  liini.f 

Whereupon  it  was  ordered.  That  the  Affair 
of  the  lord  bp.  of  Landatf  should  be  referred  to  ' 

*  Richard  Neile,  who  had  himself  been 
complained  of  by  the  Commons,  when  bishop 
of  Lmcolu,  for  some  expressions  in  the  house 
of  lords,  tending  to  advance  the  prerogative 
^royal.    Seep.  1159, 

t  The  circumstance  took  place  when  dr. 
Field  was  only  a  private  clergyman ;  nor  does 
it  seem  to  have  injured  his  character  at  court : 
far,  in  the  next  ^eig^,  he  was  removed  to  St. 
David's,  aac|»  aiUrwards^AlLed  bishap  of  Hei:e- 
(atdf  in  1636.  / 


the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  imd  be  to  beadmopi 
ished  DY  liis  grace  in  i he  Convocation  House* 
before  the  bishops  and  clergy  there.  The  Lord* 
also  taking  into  consideration  the  complaint 
of  the  Conimotis,  touching  this  matter,  agree  j 
upon  a  message. to  he  sent  to  that  house,  t»i 
this  purpose :  viz,  '^  Whereas  the  house  of  com- 
mons v**onned  ilns  house  of  a  great  misdc- 
Uieaaor  committed  by  dr.  Fiel^,  now  bp.  of 
Landafi*,  and  hath  also  sent  since  to  dcman^ 
iudgmeut  in  that  cau$e ;  the  Ords  having  takt:o 
T\ill  examinatioa  thereof  upon  paili,  do  not  fin4 
it  proved  \n  the  same  manner  as,  it  se^m;?,  ihcy 
were  informed  by  examinations  taken  in  thcif 
house.  And,  for  further  satiifaction  of  th<# 
comnK>ns  therein,  tiieir  lord:»hips  lla^c  sent 
them  the  examination  of  Randolph  Davenport." 
— "  Ans.  The  commons  returned  great  thanks 
for  their  lordships  honouriible  and  just  pro- 
ceeding's in  the  cause  of  the  lorcf  bp.  of 
LaudaS',  and  for  sending  tlie  cxaminatifm  of 
Davenport ;  by  which  it  doth  appear,  that  h\s 
examination,  taken  by  them,  dotii  differ  much 
from  that  taken  upon  his  oatli  bcfoie  tlieir 
lordships  " — ^Thea  the  question  was  put.  Whe- 
ther tlie  said  bp.  should  take  his  pmce  in  th^ 
house  before  he  received  his  admonition  t'roin 
the  abp.  or  not?  Agreed,  per  plurcs,  that  he 
sliould :  Whereupon  his  lordship  wj^s  called  ift 
by  the  gentleman-usher,  and  w^ut  to  his  pla<;e.* 
Thus  ended  tliis  Affair;  of  which,  there  is  not 
one  ivord  in  Wilson's  Xife  of  King  Jajncs,  09 
in  Rushworth's  Collections. 

Charge  against  sir  Ju/m  Bentiet  fpr  Bribci'^ 
and  Corrupt  ion, "j  The  Earl  of  Uuntmi^dou^ 
reported,  Ihat  his  lordship,  and  tlie  other  lords 
jomed  in  commission  with  him,  had  taken  di\ers 
examinations  in  the  cause  of  sir  John  Bennet, 
knt.  judi^e  of  tlie  prei-ogative  court  of  tlie  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury ;  by  which  they  find  him 
guilty  of  mucb  Bribery  and  Corruption;  of 
which  a  collection  was  made,  and  his  lord^iip 
delivered  tlie  same  to  mr.  Serjeant  Crew.  The 
eaVl  of  Soutliampton  also  made  the  fike  report, 
and  delivered  the  examinations  and  collections 
of  the  Bi  ibery  and  Corruptions,  wherewith  sir 
John  was  charged,  10  mr.  Attorney  General. 
Which  collections,  with  the  names  of  the  wii- 
nes8C3  examined  for  proof  being  read,  sir  Jolm 
Bennet  was  brought  to  the  bar.  Th^  king's  sciw 
jeant  opened  the  Charge  ai;aiu^t  him  by  shew* 
ing.  That  the  said  sir  Joh^  being  a  judf;e,  as 
aforesaid,  and  being  directed  by  Uie  law  what 
fees  to  take  for  probats  of  wills,  and  tmto  whom 
to  grant  letters  of  aflministration,  he  had  per- 
verted the  course  of  kiw  foe  bribes;  and,  bciug 
therewith  corrupted,  he  granted  administration 
contrary  to  law.  He  charged  the  said  sir  John 
with  these  particular  Bribes  and  Corruptions/ 
and  read  the  examinations  of  the  following 
witnesses  for  proof  thereof  viz.  Rd.  Luther 
died,  1619,  intestate,  without  issue;  AbigaiL 
his  widow,  required  administration  and  paid 
44l.  But  being  opposed  by  Thp.  Lutlicr,  h 
brother,  she,  at  two  several  times,  gave  sir 
John  44L  more;  and  yet  he  granted  ad* 
ministraiioa  tt>  i^r  and  Tho.  Jl«uther  jointij 
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Proved  by  the  esaminartoa  of  Tho.  Tyler,  W. 
Owen,  and  Abi{;ail  the  widow.  But  before  sir 
John  joined  Tho.  Lutler  in  administnition  with 
the  widow,  he  promised  sir  John  lOQl.  and, 
after  he  was  joined,  he  gave  him  1201.  Proved 
by  Tho.  Luther.  For  allowance  of  the  ad- 
ministrator's accompts,  sir  John  bad  lOOl.  to 
distribute  amongst  the  kindred  of  the  intestate, 
and  50l.  for  pious  uses,  and  seemed  discon- 
tented, he  had  not  501.  more.  Proved  by  Jokn 
Woi-sley  and  Abigail  now  his  wife. — Wni. 
Bannbtcr  died  intestate,  1615.  His  widow 
gave  to  sir  Jolin  Bennet  SOl.  10s.  for  adminis- 
tration. Proved  by  the  examinations  of  Wm. 
Richardson  and  James  Goodshall. — ^Hercules 
Wytham  claiming  to  be  executor  by  will,  first 
gjave  sir  John  five  broad-pieces ;  then  Samford, 
sir  Jo)ui'8  man,  undertook  for  20  pieces  more 
to  his  master  and  2  to  himself,  to  procure  him  a 
good  end,  whichend,  was  against  the  will.  Prov- 
ed by  the  examination  of  Hercules  Wytham." 
—sir  Wm.  Whgrwood  died  T  years  past,  Field 
Wborwood,  a  younger  son,  and  a  daughter 
offered  to  prove  a  will,  Tho,  Whorwood,  the 
^Blder  brother,  offered  to  prove  a  second  will. 
B.adsor,  the  proctor,  promised  sir  John  lOOl. 
for  his  hand  tp  Field  Whorwood,  but  paid  only 
34l.  to  hiu),  (^nd  6K  to  bis  man  Samfurd. 
Proved  hy  John  Badsor,  Tho.  Whorwood,  by 
advice  ot  Samford,  gave  sir  John  381,  yet  sir 
John  gave  sentence  against  him.  Proved  by 
Tho.  Whorwpod  and  Juh"  Batham." — George 
Sturges  dying  intestate,  Francis  Sturges,  his 
kinsman,  offered  sir  Joh'i),  for  administration, 
201.  in  gold,  which  sir  John  said  was  too  light; 
then  he  gave  hini  40l.  and  had  it  granted. 
Proved  by  the  examination  of  Rob.  Dnvies, 
Bob.  Sturges,  and  Rob.  Lal>ourne. — Philip 
Holman  died  1619,  Philip  lib  son  exhibited  his 
father's  will ;  a  caveat  being  entered,  he  sent 
by  Kelvert  20  pieces  to  sir  John,  which  lie  ac- 
cepted, and  demanded  201.  more,  which 
kelvert  promised  but  paid  nott  Proved  hy 
Philip  Hohnan  and  Rd.  Kelvert,  pi^tor. — 
James' Luieard  died  1618,  intestate;  John  his 
brother  and  Jdmes  his  nephew  conte^cjcd  for 
administration  ;  for  OOl.  paid  sir  John  and  5l. 
to  Samtbrd,  John  the  brother  obtained  it; 
^fiich,  afterwards,  w^  revoked.  Pro\ird  by 
Wm.  Ba*s,  proctor : — Rob.  Sayers  died  1618, 
intestate,  his  children  minors;  Simon  Packhurst 
gave  sir  John,  hy  direction  of  Samford,  20l.  for 
administration,  durante  minorp  a^tate;  which 
m  as  revoked  two  days  before  Packhurst  was  to 
]iaVe  had  a  cause  heard  in  chancery,  which  coii^ 
cerned  that   estate :   Proved  by   Wm.   Bass, 

Sroctor.-^Henrv  Ryley  died  intestate,  1^20, 
ohn  Ryley  sued  for  administration  ?  he  gnVe  siV 
John  Biennett  S^^  and  sir  John  procur^  from 
John  Ryley  9  rings  set  with  diamonds,^  which 
^ere  pawned  to  the  intestate  for  SOl.  but  were 
not  worth  lOl,  Anthony  Ashley  and  Tho.  Wells, 
two'  kinimen  of  the  intestate,  agreed  with  Sam- 
lord  to  f^ive  sir  John  dOl.  and  lOl.  to  Samford, 
to  get  sir  John  to  order  them  part  of  intestate's 
estate.  Then  he  ordered  them  3001.  wliich 
^ohnRyky  wisibrccd  to  pay^  and  the  said  iOl. 


for  a  bribe  to  sir  John  and  his  man.  Sir  Jots 
had,  besides,  apiece  of  plate,  which  cost  4l.  Ifs. 
6d.  to  change  the  great  bond  for  true  adfnii^- 
trution.  Proved  by  Uyley,  Ashley,  aod  Wf^k. 
-i-Janc  Come,  widow,  died  intcf^tate,  yet 
Francis  Winscomb  pretended  a  will.  ?ir  John 
received  of  Wm.  PoAind,  pendente  lite,  tha 
widow's  next  kinsman,  40l.  to  grant  hiin  ad- 
ministration, which  this  deponent  paid.  .Sir 
John  would  not  cive  it  unless  he  mi»bt  haw 
that  sum.  Proved  by  Lewis  Lashbrookc.  The 
deponent's  administrators  in  trust  to  perfona 
her  will,  for  obtaining  of  administration,  ga»« 
501.  in  hand  to  sir  John,  and  their  hood  to  pay 
501.  more,  3  months  after;  and  25s.  for  Jpr- 
bearing  the  last  SOl.  Proved  hy  John  Liewis 
and  Rowland  Johnson." 

The  day  being  fiur  spent,  the  boose  was 
moved  not  to  have  any  more  read  at  that  time; 
whereupon  the  prisoner  was  withdraw-n,  ao! 
ft  was  ordered  that  he  be  brought  there  again 
to  morrow  morning.  Accordingly  on  the 
followinc;  day,  the  liouse  proceeded  in  the 
Cause  0?  sir  John  Bennct;  and  the  Attorney 
General  charged  him  with  ,  the  foUoiring 
proofe: — ^*<That  he  received  of  nir.  Mrpgs 
on  the  behalf  of  mrs^  Pitr,  for  the  continu- 
ance of  administration  granted  to  ber,  and 
sought  to  be  revoked,  4(jl.  13?.  Ad.  Prt>ved 
by  the  examination  of  Kdw.  Willet. — He  re- 
ceived of  the  widow  of  Hugh  Lee,  for  adniinii- 
tration  of  her  husband's  goods;  wherein  slie 
was  crossed  by  a  caveat,  put  in  by  the  means 
of  Samford,  sir  John's  man,  35L  Proved  by 
the  said  Edw.  Willet. — He  received  of  si^ 
F.dw.  Soorey,  for  tlie  adminiNrratioii  of  his  fa* 
Cher's  goods,  lOOl.  Proved  by  sir  I'dw.  Sco 
rcy. — He  contracted  with  Fdm.  Walton  to 
have  20l.  for  the  administration  of  the  goods 
of  John  Clovil ;  and,  the  money  being  brought, 
there  fell  51.  more  casually  out  o(  hT!»  pocket; 
whereupon  sir  John  ai>o  claimed  tliat,  and 
would  not  grant  tho  ndministration  otherwise. 
Proved  by  Edni.  Walt(  n. — He  received  of  sir 
John  Brand,  for  arlminibtnuitm  of  his  grand- 
father's goods,  501.  and  this  was  by  way  of 
contrv^t,  sir  John  pressing  to  have  more. 
Prmed  by  Tho.  Newoam  ai^d  sir  Rub.  Hitch- 
am. — He  took  of  Wm.  Aiichmore,  for  the 
administration  of  the  ct)ods  of  Philip  .Aucli- 
mofe,  151.  Proved  by  lid.  Wiiliamfon  :  and  of 
Tho.  Allen,  for  the  administration  of  his  father'* 
goods,  51,  Pn)vcd  by  the  same  witurss. — ^He 
reccivcfl  qf  So|omon  and  Jamps  Mansell,  tor  a 
nividend  out  of  their  brother's  estate,  201.  and 
then  gi^ye  thpin  but  3001.  out  of  an  estate,  of 
80001.  Having  received  from  the  widow  of  the 
ihtektatle,'  as  she  confessed,  lOOl.  to  tlie  intent 
that  hfe  shoula  allot  tliem  no  more.  Proved 
by  Solomon  Mdnscll. — He  had  of  Samuel  Neast, 
for  his  favours  in  proving  a  nuncupative  wiHof 
John  Nciast,  lOl.  dnd  5  pcices  at  another  time; 
Jind  forced  him  to  jjav  ^  debt  of  514l.  to  oneFfesb- 
bome,  for  which  Fislibprne  had  neither  sneci- 
ality,  nor  so  much  as  a  superscription  oi  the 
titttator  in  his  book,  "  Proved  by  S.  Newt 
He  also  received  of ^c  said  Samt^i  60ft.  % 
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maktoK  a  report  into  the  court  of  chanceiy. 
Proved  b^  the  nuat, — He  received  of  Hester 
Mitchell,  for  administration  of  the  goods  of 
her  father,  «0l.  Proved  by  Wm  Bass.— Flower 
Ilanshaw,  widow,  died  intestate  in  1615,  pos- 
sessed of  a  personal  estate  of  11, 24dl.  2s.  7d. 
«.nd  for  tlie  granting  administration  of  the  said 
goods  to  Benj.  Hanshaw,  he  delivered  unto 
Sarotbrd  2001.  of  which  he  verily  believeth  sir 
John  Ben  net  had  the  greatest  part ;  besides 
90l.  7s.  7d.  to  pious  uses.  Proved  by  the 
said  Benjamin. — Andrew  Moor,  ahout  two 
years  since,  died  intestate ;  the  administration 
of  whose  goods  was,  by  consent  of  one  Clarke, 
and  others,  granted  to  the  eldest  brother  of 
the  said  Moor ;  for  which  sir  John  had  601, 
besides  a  gratuity  given-  to  Samford.  Proved 
by  Wm.  Olund  and  John  Ode. — Humphrey 
Rascarrock  of  Pinkley,  by  his  will,  made 
Philippa  his  wife  executrix,  and  died  1616; 
which  wiH  being  controverted,  she  first  gf}vc 
;90  old  angels  to  sir  John  to  have  the  said  will 
proved  in  common  form ;    and,  for  sentence, 

five  4l.  Proved  by  Rd.  Williamson. — Dr.» 
igbc  ISJac.  made  his  last  will,  died,  and 
mide  Mary  his  wife  executrix,  upon  condition 
tltat  she  should  prove  the  will  in  due  form  of 
law.  Mr.  Tighe,  brother  to  the  said  doctor, 
could  not  huve  a  copy  of  the  will  from  sir 
John,  until  he  had  given  him  10  peices ;  and 
after  va  ds,  the  said  mr.  'Hghe  bavins  spent  a 
great  part  of  his  estate  about  tlie  probat  of  the 
said  ''ill,  and,  being  delayed  therein,  one 
L^^ster,  sir  John  Bennet's  man,  said  unto  the 
said  Tighe,  lliat  if  he  would  give  his  master 
1001.  and  a  griding  of  101.  value,  besides  lOL 
to  himself,  then  ins  master,  sir  John,  would 
sentence  tlie  will  for  him.  Tighe  answered  be 
could  not  provide  so  much  money  prescntiy, 
but  he  would  give  good  bonds  for  the  payment 
thereof:  Lyster  would  not  take  the  bonds, 
and  told  the  other,  if  he  woulJ  not  bring  his 
master  40  peices,  that  then  dr.  Bancroft,  bro- 
tlier  to  the  said  executrix,  sliouid  have  sen- 
tence. Whereupon  he  procured  15  peices, 
aud  brought  them  to  sir  Joim;  who  would 
not  accept  thereof,  saying,  he  would  not  take 
paper  for  gold.  Upuo  this,  administration  of 
the  goods  of  the  said  dr.  Tighe  was  granted 
unto  Mary  his  widow,  by  the  procurement  of 
dr.  Bancroft ;  and  Lyster  said,  tlmt  a  lialting 

Sroctor  had  brought  gold  from  Bancroft,  which 
ad  overweighed  him.  Proved  by  Tighe, 
Styles,  and  Moxley. — ^ur  Henry  Middle' on, 
knt.  made  his  last  will,  and  therein  made 
David  Middleton  and  Hco«  Middleton  his  son, 
executors  thereof.  Alice  Middleton,  wife  of 
the  said  David,  did  give  401.  to  sir  John  to 
have  administration  of  the  goods  of  the  said  sir 
Henry  granted  to  her,  during  the  minority  of 
the  said  Henry  the  son.  Proved  by  Rd  Wil- 
liamson.—Mary  Hawley,  6  years  ago,  died  in- 
testate, possessed  of  an  estate  worth  6  or  7001. 
Bob.  Han  bury  pve  sir  John  60L  or  more>  for 
the  administration  of  the  gooda,  as  was  con- 
feised  by  John  Wray,  on  his  deatli-bed. 
h^\ed  by  John  Feaw^  and  pk,  Hawln^r* 


That  mr.  Ashton,  by  the  hands  of  Phi!ip  King» 
did  give  to  sir  John  Bennett  lady,  a  opanish 
carconet,  or  girdle,  about  the  value  of  100 
marks,  for  the  kindness  he  had  received  from 
sur  John  in  an  administration.  Proved  by 
Philip  King.---That  Rd.  Haw  ley,  about  5 
years  since,  dying  intestate,  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  his  go<Kls  being  granted  to  one  Ken- 
bury,  during  the  minority  of  his  children,  sir 
John  had  20l.  or  20jpicces  given  him  by  the 
said  Kcnburv.  Proved  by  Tho.  Gear. — 
George  Scarlett,  in  1615,  died  intestate :  sir 
John  would  not  grant  administration  of  hit 
effects  unto  Peter  Scarlet,  until  the  said  Peter 
had  given  him  101.  in  gold,  in  hand,  and  5L 
more  \o  be  paid  shortly  after ;  and  it  was  paid 
accordingly.    Proved  by  Peter  Scarlet." 

Sir  John  Benncl*i  defence,]  The  attorney 
^eral  ha\nng  read  tl)is  charge,  the  lord  chief 
justice  demanded  of  sir  John  Bcnnet  what 
Answer  he  would  make  to  the  same;  who 
spoke  as  follows :— *'  I  come  in  all  humility,  to 

{)rostrate  myself  at  your  lordships  feet;  if  your 
ordships  expect  a  speedy  and  perfect  answer, 
at  this  time,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me,  as 
being  surprized  with  such  a  tempest  of  afflic- 
tion. The  particulars  of  my  answer  must  run 
thro'  the  compass  of  19  years,  the  whole  time- 
of  my  being  jud|^e  of  the  prerogative  court  cf 
CantiThury;  which  doth  constrain  me  to  be^ 
seech  your  lordships  to  give  me  some  time,  not 
only  tq  aJUL  to  mind  the  acts  of  judicature  of 
my  own  court,  bat  also  to  confer  with  others. 
1  humbly  desire  to  have  a  copy  of  my  charge, 
and,  what  I  am  justly  charged  whh,  I  will  con- 
fess, af^  I  have  had  time  to  consider  thereof. 
Those  whereof  I  iMn  otherwise  accused,  as  of 
maiiyi  I  desire,  as  by  the  law  of  nations  I  ought^ 
CO  have  liberty  to  peruse  die  accusations  s6 
exhibited,  to  use  cross  interrogatories,  to 
procure  witnesses  to  be  examined,  and  to  have 
council  allowed  me.  I«astly«^  I  humbly  beg  at 
your  lordsliips  bands,  even  for  justice  sake, 
time  proportioDable  to  the  multitude  of  tliese 
accusations  to  make  my  answer;  and  I  doubt 
not  so  to  extenuate  them  all,  tliat  when  your 
lordships  sliall  sec  and  consider  the  ground  of 
them,  you  will  not  hold  me  so  foul  and  guilty  a 
man  as  I  am  accused  for.  I  am  the  first  eccle- 
siastic ofhcer  charged  in  this  manner;  and 
whereas  I  am  accused  of  taking  money  to  pious 
uses,  amounting  to  a  great  sum,  I  will  engage 
my  ufe,  that,  upon  proclamation  made  thereof, 
proof  cannot  be  produced  of  40001.  which  is 
not  above  SOOl,  per  annum,  ever  since  I  was 
judge;  whereof,  if  I  cannot  give  a  good  ac- 
count, I  will  beg  my  bread  all  my  life." 

The  prisoner  being  removed,  the  house  took 
into  their  runsideraiion  these  requests;  and, 
after  deliberation  thereof,  their  lordships  were 
pleased  to  grant  the  same,  thus  far,  viz.  '<  1. 
That  he  shall  have  time  till  the  next  access  of 
pari,  to  make  his  defence.  2.  Council  to  ad- 
vise with  only ;  but  no  council  here  in  court  to 
defend  his  cause.  3,  liberty  to  examine  wit- 
nesses, ex  sua  parte;  but  not  to  examine  any 
upou  CXQU  inierrogatonM;  ai^d  {us  ^it«i€^^& 
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to  he  sworn  in  this  couit^  upon  snch  intcrroga- 
tortes  as  be  shall  deliver  and  Uie  court  allow. 
4.  To  have  copies  of  the  beads  of  ijie  char^ ; 
but  no  names  of  atij  witnesses  or  proois.  5. 
To  Uave  Inave  at  the  ^tearing  to  take  exoeptioos 
anco  the  witnesses  producwd  a;;ainsf  him;  and 
thetr  names  are  to  be  delivered  to  bim  at  that 
time.  6.  JLibert^r  to  search  the  record*  of  bis 
own  court,  and  his  own  writings.'' — It  was  also 
•rdered,  *'  That  sir  John  Bennet  may  be  ad- 
mitted to  bail,  on  20,0001.  bond,  to  he  taken 
in  court,  with  such  sureties  as  the  couri  shall 
allow  of;  and  if  be  cannot  procure  sadi  bail, 
tken  CO  remiiin  prisoner  with  the  sheriff  of 
London.'' — 1  he  prisoner  beinc;  called  in  agnin, 
mad  at  tlie  bar,  tbc  lovd  chiefjustice  told  bim 
how  far  the  Lords  had  granted  bis  requests; 
Mid  also  that  their  lordships  were  plca-^d  he 
should  be  baile'l  as  above.  The  chief  justice 
did  also  admoutsb  him  not  to  impair  hi^  estate, 
but  that  it  remain  in  the  satne  plight  as  when 
be  was  6rst  complained  of  i»^  court:  Likewise 
to  satibfy  mrs.  Scorey  ibr  1100l»«  which  he  had 
of  her  uwmey,  left  with  bim.as  «*deposit;  and 
10  pay  odF  ibe  lOOOl.  which  remains  in  his  hantls 
irfsir  Tho.  Bodle/s  legacy  to  tbc  university  of 
Oxford.— *Un to  which  sir  John  j^nswered,"  I 
6o  aeknowtedge  the  honourable  favor  of  this 
ooort,  in  the  goodness  and  grace  of  God  to  put 
me  iiitD'^oBr  bands,  and'  these  favours  towards 
Ine  tnto.your  hearts^  Mrs,  Scorey's  money  I 
•OFtfess  due>  and  will  give  her  satisAiGtioa  for 
Ihe  same;'  An  for  the  otiier  lOOOl.  I  have  per- 
formed as  much  iiB  sir  Thar  Bodley  refjuired; 
-having  laid  our  other  monies  for  the  nuiTcrsity 
of  Dxtbrd,  -w^iich  I  intended  to  bare  done^ 
whatsoever  I-niay  do  "yet,  bad  not  these  cross 
^sfbvtunes  happened.  As  for  my  bail ;  I  am 
in  debt  andtHfgna^e,  and  doubt  whether  I  cttH 
procure  "bail  to  enter  Ihto  so  great  a  sum.  I 
humbly  beeeech  yoar  lordsbips  that  myself  may 
be  bound  in  lOOOl.  and  my  sorefties  in  10001. 
more." — ^The  prisoner  being  withdravm,  it  was 
pm  to  the  question,  Whetmr  the  former  order 
touching  his  bail  should  stand,  or  be  altered  no- 
eordiug  to  his  request?  And  it  was  agreed  the 
order  should  stand. — ^Let  us  now  see  what  w^ 
passing  in  tlie  House  of  Commons. 

Further  Proceedinci  touching  tke  prop99Bd 
Adjournment, "]  May  30.'  SirG.  Moore  desired 
that  there  might  te  a  clause  added  4o  the  bill 
for  tlie  Continuance  of  Statutes,  to  this  cITect, 
that  notwithstanding  this  session  doth  end,  yet 
the  bills  may  continue  in  the  same  forwardness 
which  they  now  are  in. 

Sir  B.  Rudyard  saith,  that  we  are  much 
,  bound  to  his.maj.  for  bis  grace  and  favour  in 
l^iVtog  us  leave  to  touch  businesses  of  a  high  na- 
ture, and  in  them  to  go  so  far  as  to  meddle  with 
great  persons,  on  whom  we  have  passed  judg- 
mentf;  which  judgment  is  better  xar  than  ma- 
tf  good  laws,  for  laws  will  fall  asleep,  when  the 
Drigtit  of  those  judgments  wilt  keep  men  awake 
to  do  their  duties.  He  dcsireth,  that  We  may 
so  temper  ourselves  and  passions,  as  that  we 
may  part  out  of  this  bouse  like  a  sweet  odour.  ^ 

Sir  Rkk,  GfvtwMor  snth^  that  use  bave^ 


hkberto  sang  nothing  but  fkctho^  mid 
to  tiM  king's  licart;  but  it  bath  uo«r  pieasc4 
liiii  maj.  tt)  change  this  tune,  and  make  u^aiin^; 
nothing  but  taehri/m^,  and  dauce  ktafM  to  df 
part.  He  wiUicth  our  breasts  were  trajv«j»areiit; 
for  then  he  would  not  send  us  hooad  wub  suck 
a  hazard  of  all  oursafotics  a4id  repuiaiioQ  ut 
those  who  sent  us  hither.  Where  we  «re  now, 
our  fortune  bath  placed  us:  where  we  would  be, 
our  hopes  carry  us»  He  would  have  us  ratber 
to  trust  the  king  with  tike  whole,  than  to  let  as 
go  with  so  small  fruit  of  so  gre«t  Mkmus,  aad 
tliat  we  would  not  now  meddle  any  further  witk 
any  bills  or  grievances 

Sir  Rob,  i*kUlip»  saiih,  he  kaoweth  oot  v^ 
ther  he  shall  ever  be  of  tliis  bouse  ag&un  or  m^ 
aqd  therefore  will  now  speak  freely  his  ooosa* 
ence ;  that  he  believed  at  tirst,  that  tbisp^ 
would  brin^  forth  a  happy  success.  He  ctcr 
bf^ieved,  that  God's  glory  could  not  be  mais- 
talned  but  by  the  spreading  of  the  tnxm  reUgiooi 
if  those  of  our  reti^iion  suffer  abruad,  it  will  dfr> 
fame  and  scandal  our  religion  ;  for  corruptioi 
*grows  apace.  He  would  have  us  consider  of  j 
things.  1.  Of  our  Religion  at  home  ;  and^  kt 
the  state  of  it,  he  thinketh,  that  since  the  Be- 
formation,  the  Papisu  were  neicr  loore  impa^ 
dent  and  daring  than  now ;  and,  if  please  doc 
his  maj.  to  have  some  care  of  it,»  it  will  grow 
shortly  to  an  equul  balance,  wnlcb  are  the 
greater  number  of  Pupbts  or  Prote»tttnts.  1 
For  the  honour  of  the  king's  children :  tha 
part  of  Chrbtendom  never  wceivcd  a  grcaTo 
blow  than  in  the  loss  of  Bohemia.  He  prayetk 
the  king  be  not  deceived  in  h\a  hopes  of  baa|- 
in^  that  buhiness  to  a  good  end  ;  for  now  ire 
sec,  tiicre  is  a  Uboiir  to  bring  all  CbrisUan  Re- 
ligion under  the  govt,  of  the  Arclidukc.  3.  For 
the  honour  of  the  kingdom ;  it  hath  been  tbc 
honour  of  this  kingdom  uot  to  bear  an  ill  word; 
and  shall  we  now  take^'such  a  blow  as  tbat 
which  hath  been  ^ivcn  to  the  king  of  Bobem^ 
and  our  k4nf^':»  children,  who  (we  may  say)  are 
relieved  by  the  alms  of  otliers  ?  4.  For  tke 
commonwcniith ;  which  if  we  consider  in  iti 
wants  and  grievances,  be  think^h,  the  paii 
was  the  only  physician  to  cure  the  desperate- 
nets  of  the  disease.  In  this  it  pleacscd  bis  msf- 
to  say,  that,  if  be  had  known  them,  he  would 
have  remedied  those  grievances  of  our  hearty 
but  in  the  way  t>f  dils  gracious  oSer  of  remedj 
it  hath  pleased  his  maj.  (for  causes  best  knowa 
to  himself)  not  to  divert,  but  to  retard  the  sane. 
5.  We  are  to  consicfer  g(  the  course  left  lo  be 
held  as  wo  now  stand ;  wbic{i  is  to  be  caosi> 
dered  in  9  things:  1.  What  we  shall  presentlsr 
do  :  9.  What  we  left  last  Aight  to  be  dene, 
touching  the  Message  to  the  Lords.  For  tk 
Ist,  stttce  tlie  king  bath  tied  as  to  IMfiTMlaT,  is 
which  short  space'  we  can  eSect  no  ^ood  bioi- 
ness  of  any  iinpoctance^  be  waidd  havn  «» tec 
down  the  state  ai^d  gnevanoe  of  this  bsafdon, 
and  lay  the  same  at  bisini^b.  foec,  <o  dufsv 
thereof  as  be  Jist :  for  the  9ad»  tbftC  w«  alsldi 
-tell  their  Lordsliips  we  sfaiaU  ever-eoMnmsa 
good  aflfection  to  the  natnleiuuice  oC  thft| 
eofrespoudoM^  bet|w«CB«s  i^:tbeir|^ 
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'  ^SiitTko.Wisntwortk  saitb,  tb«t  he  trill  spciak 
whb<»ut  fetir  of  anY.  He  conc^iveth,  Umc  tb« 
kidg^  motntioB  n  imouiveable  9  aud  -  we  are 
no^  Co^rcsolve  cither  to  dp  nothing,  orebe  Co 
Kt'  attire  aiui  effect  wbac  good  ue  caoi  Ho 
tiuwkcth  it  dangerous  to  ghe^orer  tUus, leaving 
a  kind  of  ill  uiidcrstunding  between  ti>e  king 
.«ad  his  peop^.  He  would  have  us  smid  to  the 
I..ord8«>  to  desire  their  lordsl\^s  to  pnss  tiios* 
feills  tliey  h»ve  in  their  hands  wi^  speed,  that 
we  mav  do  as  much  as  licth  in  our  power  to 
satiny  the  people,  who  hare  paid  iheir  money; 
Hiid  he  doubtcdk  iK)t  but  we  may  pass  lH  bills 
at  least. 

Mr.  IVrenktm  saith,  he  conceivcth  with  sir 
R,  i^failljpis,  that  the  greatest  bond  of  unily  is 
religion ;  m%d  tlKHe  priiices  ivho  have  the  same 
religion  t^hrndd  assist  each  otlier :  for  how  t:an 
me  think  that  the  open  enemiets  of  the  Bohe«> 
ffiian,  th^  Low  Countries,  and  other  parts, 
^here  tlie '  people  aire  of  our  rciigi<Mi,  can  be 
'fiends  t»  12s  ^  The  poet  teacheth,  th^t '  Tanc 
tma  rtn  a^rhor  paries  ctitn  proxiilntoaniet.'  Ka- 
ti^ro  inakc«h  siteep  flock  t06;ether  a^j^awstthe 
Approaching  of  the  wolf.  He  would  bnpo  us 
go  to  the  ij^rds  to  desire  tiiem  td  join  in  a 
cmirfte  for  t^  safety  of  oar  religion  aftid'che 

'  king;*8  children. 

l^r.  S«cnetary  Odvcrt  ttiith^  he  wonderetli 
that  lu«  maj/s  miemage  is  so  taken:  tlwt  iit 
hath  evt?  been  the  use,  that  tbe  king  hatiirafp- 
pointed  ttw  time  of  the  end  of  th«  ^mitl.  as  he 
dot^  cidl  ^t  and  npp4>int  die  bciginiMng  of  it. 
He  confessoth  the  dangerous  state  of  religion 
at  tins  present;  hoi  our 'disunion  is  not  the 
way  to  remedy  tkwc  daagers  u**tbe  state,  llifb 
pari,  hath  married  the  king  and  the  fieople,  by 
a  right  undcretanding  of  each  otber,  and  carsed 
be  such  as  seek  t«  pwrt  it. — .\t  this  wish  <i«'^mr. 
Secretary,  all  tlie  huose  cried  Amea !  »nd  dien 
he  de^ifed,  that  we  sliould  go  on,  aoid  do  •some- 
thing in  thib  short  tinie. 

Dr.  ipoock  9<iifh,  tl«at  it  is  discovered,  that 
VHsr  religion  suiTefts,  our  ordinances  Are  'beiit 

'against  ti9,  tlie  justice  df  the  kimgdom  is  cor- 
rurpted';  and  is  nat  tlic  tirn*  yet  come  that  we 
shoiil d  w*dfess  these  grievances  ?  The  «ierr ban  t 
says,  ine  -can  trade  o«  more :  the  avtisan  says, 
he  coa  woHk^no  m^re.  The  one  says,  it  is  he- 
cause  every  padt,  every  ^pedlar  is  trading  be- 
yond 5ea:  the  otlier  oomplaineth,  there  are  too 
maM^  nnonopolies,  mo  many  proclamations. 
11101*6  were  a  pqople  biT)Ogkt  ont  afai^frat 
deal  niore  danger  than  ^e  are  in,  and  come 
nedr  the  land  of  proMise,  *  yet  couki  not  attait  1 
to  it.  He  thinketb  tbe-tmae  is  not  y«t  ripe  for 
us,  iHjfr  this  tho  place  to  git^e  a  iremedy  to  the 
said  grievances ;   and  therefore  he  desinech, 

'that  we  sit  down  and  liope  for  a  better  time. 

Mr.  Solicitor  saith,  that  he  is  of  opinion  and 
fall  of  hope,  that  this  is  tlie  pari,  thatshall  end, 
as  it  began,  very  well,  and  give  a  remedy itJo* 
our  grievances.    He  saith,  the  c4)mmonwcalrii 

•is  fall  of  diseasei;  hat  they  arc  not  past  cure. 
He  would  n  )t  have  us  sit  and  do  nothing,  be- 

^<^u0e  we  oaimet  do  all  the  ^akyd  we  would  do. 
Tbe  time  of  pari,  is  wholly  inxbe  iung'siiands 


and  appoiBtmeiH,  w^  we  kf^ve  pecelvcd  a  n>e»* 
sage  tor  the  breaking  up  of .thissitting,  /or  rea* 
sons  of  state  best  koowp  to  himself;  .aini  Ik;  |)ath 
gracioasiy  aifieved  to  refnedy  4>«r>grievauc«s,.Hnd 
would  have  us  present  ^bem.  tot  him.  He  de- 
sireth,  that  wu  nhaM  prepare  .a  bill,  that  our 
proceedings  trai^  be  continued,  although  (he 
sessioQs  dotk  ead.  He  would  have  us,  if  we 
cannot  picpace  thiags  s^  we  desire  for  tiie  eqd 
of  tbe  sessiuDS,  rather  embrace  the  king's  first 
proposition  than  the  last.  ■         . 

iir  Wni.  Spencer  saith,  since  we  can  ^9ect 
nothtftg  iii  this  ao  sbert  time,  he  would  have  us 
send  to  the  JU>tds,  to  acquaint  Uieir  lordships^ 
that  we  purpose  to  adjourA  €^r  hoube  till  Moo- 
day,  and  then  to  go  to  tl)e  king. 

Sir  Wm,  'iklr^t  aaith,  that  he  once  bopedy 
that  this  parL  wbidb  iiad  so  good  a  bcgipni^ig, 
shosldi  not  baye  Itnd  ^otcauch  disc^i^^t  i^  the 
end,  and^we  have  so  liale fruitof  our.iiberaiity. 

Mh  A^'ord  satth^  it  is  not  pqshiblc  for- us  to 
"do  any  iing  by  btWs  ^r  by  petition?  of  griev- 
ances, that  may^do  auy  ^ood  for  the  kingdom. 
At  -first  we  ibund  tfab  king «o  ^Bcious,  as  lie 
never  saw  awy' prince  more  favourable;  and 
the  lords  so  wiUmg  tp  pet  forwai-d  to  remedy 
the  grievimees ;  but  since  Easter  aU  hath  been 
cokl  and  ipiailed.  He^i^otb^  that  private 
respects  mibicad  no.t  to  tbe  hurt  of  the  public 
He  deaireth,  tbat  wc  woukl  join  with  the  lords 
in  a  petidon  to  Ins  ana^.  that  we  may  have  a 
oieeting  again  afler  Michaelmas,  and  to  get 
some  promise  thereof  from  the  kii^  under  hk 
hand.  * 

Mr.  Creioe  isaitb,  he  would  not  have  us  to 
joiii  with  the  lords,  to  pctidon  liie  king  for  our 
meeting  again  after  Michaelmas,  for  that  is 
qucsuonless  wholly  in  the  p^wer  of  the  king. 
We  have  given  freely  two  Subsidies  to  the  king, 
albeit  wc  were  never  less  able  to  give  it,  \\e 
went  down  before  Easter  witii  St.  I&ary  joy- 
fully, but  now  wcHliailgo  with  heavy  hctvrt^ : 
tbit  he  never  knew,  after  so  loiig  a  sit|;ing,  au 
adjournment,  but  siill  a  sesslpas,  nor  .subsidies 
given  without  a  i^eneral  pardon ;  ^nd  is  sorry 
they  must  now  be  sevept'd :  that  there  are  pas- 
,sod  butli  houses  some  bills,  ai)d  others  arc  rea- 
idy  to  pass.  He -would  have  us  confer  vvith  the 
lord*^,  what  bills  they  Imv^  ready  to  pa&s,  and 
to  proceed  aceoi*di<igly. 

Sir  Kd.  GhIcs  snith,  that  we  sliiill  be  worse 
MWilcome  into  the  couuti-y  with  nothing  than 
with  a  few  bills.  If  ^thero  b^  some  who  have 
Inbovred  to  break  qffdiis  pari,  they  will  rejoice 
to  see  US  thus  disconteiUcdly  and  disordered!/ 
to  break  .off.  He  would  have  us  to  go  jto  the 
Lords,  and  desire  Uiom  to  hasten  the  busines- 
ses and  bilU  diey  liavc,  and  that  we  would  do 
as  much  good'  for  trade  as  we  can. 
•  Sir  JI06.  Oanc  saith,  that  l>e  shotdd  like 
weli  tfliM  we  abould  proceed  with  the  ^nattfpr  oE 
trade,  if  we  saw  tbere  could  b^'  ,any  got>d  suc- 
cess in  it ;  but  we  have  sat  here  th€.;e  }3  weeks. 
and  iiavQ  had  several  meetings  fo;  ti*ade,  ana 
yet  are  we  no  nearer  a  good  succe^  th^n  we 
were  at  firsts  that  we  haf^c  given  two  tree,Sul>- 
aidies;  and  they  ace  likelo  prove  a  free  giit 
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Indeed.  Whereas  it  ts  alkfed,  that  the  king 
bath  need  of  his  council,  we  shaU  willinglj 
yield  that  thej  go  to  attenc^  bis  m^.'s  service: 
here  are  other  -honest  hearts  besid^  to  p>  oo 
with  the  businesses  here  in  band*  He  desireth, 
that  we  should  con^  with  the  Lohis,  touching 
our  joining  in  a  Petttiofi  to  the  king,  and  re- 
presenting to  his  maj.  the  dangerous  state  of 
die  kingdom;  beseech  liim,  that  be  \rA\  be 
graciou^y  fleased  to  give  us  leave  to  sit  a. 
longer  time^ 

Mr.  Serjeant  A$hlei/  would  have  neither  bills 
or  grievances  presented  to  the  king,  because 
the  bills  that  are  ready  to  pass,  tliough  the  j  are 
good,  jet  they  cannot  give  that  satisfaction  to 
the  country,  as  the  country  expected;  but 
would  have  ns  leave  them  and  the  rest  of  the 
business  of  the  bouse  so  as  we  may  Hnd  them 
sn  a  good  case  at  oar  return,  when  it  shall 
please  his  maj.  to  call  ns. 

Sir  E<f.  Cecil  saith,  he  observeth  this  bouse 
is  divided  into  9  sorts  of  speakers,  free,  silent, 
and  reserved  speakers:  that  it  hath  been  a 
good  testimony  of  the  worthiness  of  this  house, 
that  at  the  firbt  we  went  on  so  well,  and  were 
so  well  approved  of.  It  is  true  he  hath  heard, 
and  doth  believe,  there  have  been  ill  offices 
done  to  this  house  b;^  some  member  of  this 
house ;  for,  at  first  sitting,  while  the  king's  ear 
was  open  to  us,  there  was  a  good  harmony  be- 
tween his  maj.  and  us;  but  by  the  carria^  of 
tome  ill  messages  the  king  hath  been  misin- 
formed. He  flesireth  we  may  have  a  Confe- 
rence with  the  Lords  to  join  with  us  in  going 
to  the  king,  and  to  let  hb  maj..  understand  the 
hearts  of  this  house. 

It  was  on  thb  motion  resolved,  that  a  mes- 
sage shall  go  to  the  Lords,  to  desire  a  free 
Conference  with  them,  touching  the  accom- 
modating of  the  present  business  of  this  pari, 
which  message  was  accordingly  sent  by  sir  Ed. 
Cecil,  who  reported,  that  tne  Lords  had  ap- 
pointed a  meetins  for  the  free  conference,  and 
that  they  would  have  it  be  of  all  the  members 
of  both  houses,  and  the  time  at  4  this  after^ 
noon,  in  the  Painted  chamber. 

May  80,  p.  m.  Sir  Nath.  Rich  saith,  that  it 
is  our  grief  that  we  are  denied  access  to  the 
king,  who  hath  said,  he  would  be  sorry  to  deny 
us  any  thing,  and  that  his  mi^.'s  ears  are  st<»p- 
ped  that  he  cannot  hear  us.  We  believe,  and 
know  not  but  his  ma^.  is  persuaded,  that  we 
are  well  pleased  to  give  over;  wlierefore  he 
would  have  our  desire  to  sit  here  longer  repre- 
sented tp  the  Lords,  that  the  kin^  may  know  it. 
The  trade  of  the  kingdom  is  declmed  so,  as  tbe 
king  must  keep  garrisons  in  the  Cinque  Ports; 
for  all  the  inhabitants  there  have,  and  are 
readv  to  leave  them.  As  for  bills,  he  would 
not  nave  us  present  to  his  roi^.'  a  few  bilb;  for 
be  had  rather  that  the  kingdom  shonld  think 
that  parturiunt  monte$,  than  that  we  should 
bring  forth  a  mouse.  As  for  Grievances,  he 
holdeth,  that  they  are  not  ripe  for  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  king;  and  therefore  he  would 
have  no  Grievances  to  be  presented,  but  onlv 
the  griefof  our  hearts,    If  the  good  balls  which 


are  in  tbe  house  may  be  perfected,  thaa  be 
would  have  us  go  on  with  them ;  but  be  would 
hare  us  desire  uie  Lords  to  join  with  us,  and  to 
go  with  us  to  the  king,  to  represent  the  lament- 
able  estate  of  tbe  ungdom,  the  decay  of  tb* 
trade  of  it,  tbe  danger  of  the  safety  of  it  and 
the  king's  honour. 

M n  NeaU  would  have  us  propose  to  tbe 
Lords  those  bills  which  are  passeo,  and  those 
others  which  may  be  passed,  and  to  desire 
their  lordships  expedition  of  tbe  same;  for 
hethinkctb,  that,  without  passing  of  so  many 
bills  as  we  may,  we  shall  give  no  contentment 
to  the  places  we  serve  for. 

Mr.  Recorder  Fimch  would  have  us  make 
much  of  the  mother  (the  parliament)  whatso- 
ever becometh  of  the  child  (the  business);  ^m, 
though  it  perish  in  the  birth,  yet  the  mother 
may  have  more  issue;  and  therefore  would 
have  us  p4rt  well)  and  so  liope  of  farther  issue. 
He  woum  have  us  pass  as  many  bills  as  we 
may,  fo^  they  are  not  to  be  taken  as  a  retribo- 
ttoh :  that  the  king  is  tied  to  further  an  act  for 
the  good  of  religion.  He  would  have  us  also  crx* 
press  our  griefs,  that  we  want  time  to  pass  more 
bills,  and  to  desire  their  lordships  to  join  with 
us  to  further  those  tliat  may  be  passed,  and  are 
best  worthy  of  the  passing. 

Sir  E4i.  SackviUe  would  have  us  pass  those 
bills  which  are  ready,  and  prepare  as  nianj 
more  as  we  may  make  ready ;  for,  if  we  rise  on 
a  discontent,  we  shall  repent  it;  for  that  may 
be  an  occasion  that  we  shall  not  meet  again 
after  the  recess. 

The  Master  of  the  Wards  saith,  that  those 
who  would  have  us  rise  discontented  will  do  tbe 
country  as  ill  service,  as  they  hope  to  do  good 
by  a  lonser  suy :  tliat  time  will  manifest,  that 
the  king  nath  more  than  reason  to  do  wlmt  he 
doth:  that  there  was  never  better  shipping  in 
England,  than  now  there  is.  As  for  trade,  he 
purposed  to  have  made  it  his  masterpiece,  for 
lie  hath  been  bred  in  it,  and  would  have  spent 
his  life  to  have  done  good  in  it;  bat  tbe  stale 
of  trade  is  not  so  bad  as  it  is  alleged  to  be,  and 
some  of  the  out  ports  never  had  letter  trading: 
that  to  part  discontented  is  not  tlie  way  to  ef- 
fect any  good  thing,  and  no  private  man*s  estate 
can  be  sure,  when  the  public  is  not  assured. 

Sir  D.  Digges  saitb,  that  at  the  free  confe- 
rence their  lordships  did  desire  the  continuance 
of  the  correspondency  between  both  houses; 
but  thejr  expected  (it  being  a  free  conference, 
and  desnred  ny  us)  that  we  should  have  spoken 
•f  some  particulars:  that  to-morrow  their  Inrd- 
ships  will  send  us  a  toote,  bow  tbe  state  of  the 
bw  and  other  businesses  in  their  bands  do 
stand. 

May  31.    Mr.  Alfitrd  moved  that  all  oor 
lulls  are  to  take  effect  after  the  end  of  the  ses-  ' 
sions;   so  as,  if  this  be  but  an  adjournment,  I 
then  those  biUs  (which  some  would  have  pass,  | 
notwithstanding  the  sessions  doth  not  deter-  I 
mine)  cannot  take  effect  till  the  end  of  tbe  J 
sessions :  and,  if  it  be  now  a  sessions,  then  all 
tbe  business  is  beliind  hand^  and  must  be  ba* 
gun  anew. 
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Sir  JScftr;  Coke  saith,  that  there  are'  some  of 
our  bills  wliicb  are  to  take  effect  from  hence- 
forth, and  they  are  to  take  effect  from  the  be- 
f  inning  of  the  pari,  when  they  are  pa^^sed  the 
ing^s  royal  assent : — ^that  lien.  \^II.  was  in  1. 
r^ni  sui  attainted  of  hi^h  treason  ;  hut  as  soon 
as  he  came  to  the  crown,  that?  attainder  fell  to 
the  ground:  that  in  1  H.  VII.  bills  did  pass  the 
kings  royal  assent,  and  yet  the  ses^sions  conti- 
nued. The  Grievances  are  not  yet  ready  to 
be  preferred,  and  the  ancient  use  hath  been,  , 
that  when  the  petition  of -Grievances  was  pre- 
sented, then  commonly  there  were  also  pre- 
sented some  bills  to  tJtkc  away  the  same :  and, 
if  the  bill  against  Monopolies  and  that  against 
Concealments  be  not  prepared,  it  will  be  to 
small  end  for  us  to  present  afty  Grievances : 
that  it  hath  not  been  the  use  to  present  Griev- 
ances by  fractions,  but  we  must  do  it  thoroughly; 
for,  if  it  be  done  by  halves,  the  kine  may  have 
good  reason  to  deny  us.  He  wishetb  therefore 
that  we  should  embrace  the  king's  first  offer  for 
an  adjournment  rather  than  a  9essions. 

Sir  Ed,  Montague  would  have  us  return 
humble  thanks  to  his  maj.  for  his  gracious  mes- 
sage, and  to  acquaint  the  king,  how  that  we 
cannot,  in  so  short  time,  prepara  the  Griev- 
ances for  his  maj.'s  consideration. 

Mr.  Hachoilly  concerning  the  adjournment 
by  commission,  saith  that  there  is  no  question 
but  this  house  may  adjourn  itself;  yet  it  was 
a  question  in  1  Jac.  but  then  it  'was  resolved 
on,  and  a  precedent  vouched  in  the  time  of 
queen  Mary,  that  t^s  house  might  adjourn 
itself:  that  in  27  Eliz.  there  was  a  commission 
for  adjournment  of  the  pari,  but  this  house  did 
then  adjourn  itself,  on  notice  by  a  message 
from  the  I^rds :  that  the  commission  of  adjourn- 
ment was  read  there,  and  sd  is  the  u«;c  still : 
that,  during  the  adjournment,  the  wii^es  of  the 
knights  of  shires  and  burgesses  do  continue  to 
them  and  the  members  ot  both  houses  are  still 
to  have  freedom  an:ainst  arrest,  both  for  them- 
selves and  their  servants :  that  in  a  year  book 
of  33  H.  VIII.  queen  Catherine  Howard  was  at- 
tainted :  that  in  yist  Oct.  there  was  one  pari, 
and  that  in  23rd  Oct.  in  the  same  year  there 
was  another  pari. ;  for  it  was  the  judges'  opi- 
nion hi  those  days,  that  every  passing  of  the 
royal  assent  was  a  sessions :  that  in  1  and  2  of 
Mary  the  house  was  of  opinion,  that  the  giving 
of  the  royal  assent  did  not  make  a  sessions ; 
and  in  tlie  pari,  cardinal  Pole's  bill  was  passed, 
and  yet  the  sessions  continued,  for  there  were 
divers  other  bills  that  passed  afterwards  in  that 
sessions :  that  there  cannot  be  a  royal  assent 
but  we  are  to  be  present. 

Sir  Ed.  Coke  saith,  that  the  royal  assent 
doth  not  make  a  sessions,  unless  the  lord  chanc. 
or  lord  keeper  dotli  say,  at  the  passing  of  the 
royal  assent,  that  this  shall  be  a  sessions  or  prt)- 
rogarion  of  pari. ;  but,  if  lie  say  no  such  thing 
then  it  is  td  be  no  sessions. 

Sir  S.  Sanded  saith,  our  end  and  necessity  is 
to  enable  the  subject  the  better  to  live :  the 
opening  of  trade,  the  advancement  of  our  home 
comtnoditids^  and  tb#  iocu'iAiing  of  ctou&trce 

VpL.l. 


between  man  and  man.  These  things  are  the 
most  weighty  causes  of  the  pari. ;  and  he  wish- 
etli,  we  should  rather  embrace  an  adjournment 
than  a  prorogation.  For  the  manner  of  the 
adjoumrncnt,  there  hnth  a  commission  used  to 
come  from  his  maj.  to  the  Lords,  but  it  hath 
been  only  to  declare  his  nmj.'s  pleasure  that 
we  should  have  an  adjournment ;  hut  the  Lords 
themselves,  and  so  this  house  by  ourselves, 
have  ever  used  to  adjourn  the  sitting,  aWer 
that  the  king's  ple»isure  hath  been  signitied^ 
that  there  shall  be  an  adjoifrnment. 

Sir  Ed.  Ctcil  moveth,  that  he  nii»ht  join  with 
the  Lords  to  acquaint  the  king  with  the  state  of 
the  business  of  this  house,  and  that  we  are 
content  and  part  without  grief.  He  feareth, 
that  there  are  some  amongst  ourselves,  who  do 
pick  out  the  woi*st  of  every  man's  speech  and 
words  (as  lately  of  sir  Edw.  Cokc*i>)  without 
remembering  the  good  service,  that  any  one 
doth  to  the  king  and  thitf  house.  He  would 
have  us  represent  so  much  to  the  kinr^  by  our 
Speaker;  whom  he  would  not  have  use  such 
large  preambles  nor  eloquence  (whereof  we' 
have  no  uso  nor  need)  hut  to  go  to  the.  purpose. 
Sir  D.  Digi^es  saith,  that  it  is  true,  that  it 
appeareth  by  the  Custum  books,  that  trade  i% 
as  good  as  ever  it  was ;  but  the  gain  of  trade  is 
not  so  good  as  it  was  wont  to  be ;  for  trade 
hath  an  inward  disease,-  impositions  and  the 
like,  that  hath  marred  and  decayed  ti-ade. — It 
was  then  ordered  that  sir  1).  Digges  shall  ^peak  , 
at  the  Conference  with  the  I^rds. 

Sir  Ed.  Mou7it ague  amth,  that  he  would  have 
no  bills  to  be  passed  at  this  adjournment;  and 
hethinketh  it  will  better  content  the  country, 
when  as  they  shall  understand  that  this  is  but  a 
cessation,  and  that  the  pari,  doth  cimtinue,  and 
wc  still  enjoy  our  privileges  from  arrest  and  the 
like  as  if  we  did  still  sit  in  pari. 

Sir  livb,  PhUiips  would  have  no  bills  passed 
this  adjournment.  He  saith,  he  must  say  he 
goeth  home  \vith  a  sorrowful  mind ;  but  not 
with  a  repining  sorrow,  but  a  sorrow  that  in  all 
this  time  we  have  brouglit  tbrth  no  fruit  for  the 
good  of  the  king  and  the  kingdom.  If  we 
should  offer  to  have  bills  passed,  and  rhe  king 
should  not,  at  this  time,  give  way  to  some  spe- 
cial bills  which  we  desire  to  have  passed,  then 
this  will  breed  in  us  more  discontent  than  if  wc 
had  offered  no  bills  at  all  to  be  passed. 

Sir  Edw.  Coke  saith,  it  is  a  mnxun  in  law, 
that  every  court  must  adjouni  itself;  and,,  if 
there  be  a  commission  to  adjourn  tlie  pari, 
then  the  adjournment  is  not  good ;  but  the 
commission  should  be  to  declare  his  maj.'s 
pleasure,  that  we  should  adjourn  the  pad.  A, 
commission  to  adjourn  alone  is  not  good ;  but, 
if  the  commissioners  and  members  of  pari,  do 
join,  they  may  adjourn  either  or  both  houses. 

Sir  T/io.  iiawc  would  have  no  bills  at  all 
passed,  Iwcause  it  i^  questionable  whetlier  the 
sessions  do  not  end  then  or  no  ;'  for  mr.  Hack- 
well  did  deliver  precedents  of  judges'  opinions 
on  both  sides.  /      '   ^ 

Mr.  Ddbridge  would  have  no  bills  pass,  but, 
because  trad«  is  muqU  decayed^  and  lieth  %  * 
4N 
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bkediog,  be  would  (to  give  tome  setisfiictioD 
to  the  country)  that  tJ^re  luigbt  be  iibertj 
given  to  trade  freely,  according  to  the  law^ 
notwithstanding  the  patents  and  monopolies 
which  are  granted^  and  that  the  impositions 
laid  on  trade,  since  tho  fast  pari,  may  be  taken 
off  till  that  tune ;  for  now  the  charge  laid  on 
trade  is  such,  that  none  can  make  a  living  by 
it:  that,  if  a  merchant  trade  with  lOOl.   he 
ehlll  pay  for  custom  and  fees  outward  and 
homeward  of  this  lOOl.  251.  to  the  king  and  of- 
ficers :  that  customs  are  raised ;  and,  whereas 
chey  paid  of  late  for  one  kind  vf  merchandise 
ds.  they  now  pay  for  the  same  merchandise 
8s.'8dr    It  is  true  (as  the  master  of  the  wards 
said)  that  it  seemed  by  the  Custom  books,  that 
trade  is  as  good  as  ever  it  was ;  but  that  Is, 
because  Custom  is  raised,  not  trade  increased. 
The  Master  of  the  Wards  saith,  it  b  true  he 
meant  mr.  Dclbrid^e,  when  he  said  tliat  he 
knew  the  trade  of  tlie  town,  for  which  some 
Biembec  of  this  house  senecli,  to  be  as  good  as 
ever  it  was  ;  that  he,  on  seard),  found  the  trade 
ef  tliat  particular  town  doubled  of  that  it  was 
wont  to  be  in  the  queen's  time,  and  better  than 
it  was  at  the  king's  first  cominj: ;  and  this  he 
hath  found  to  be,  not  by  the  iticrea^^c  of  the 
Customs-,,  but  allowinff  all  late  impositions: 
(that  he  is  Confident  still,  tltat  trade  \n  general 
b  not  decayed,  but  in  some  particular  places 
it  is :  that  trade  is  as  great  as  ever  it  was,  but 
not  so  good  as  ever  it  was.     As  to  the  raising 
of  2s.  on  a  bays  to  2s.  8d.  it  was  on  petition 
remitted .  by  the  king  to  that  particular  town  : 
that,  if  we  had  had  a  fortnight's  Hberty  more 
to  feit  here,  we  could  have  done  no  good  for 
ti'ade :  that  against  our  meeting  he  will  so  pre- 
pare trade,  as  it  sliall  pass  then  more  speedily 
ftad  the  better :  that  neither  the  king's  busi- 
ness nor  our's  is  done ;  for  the  two  Subsidies 
have  been  in  substance  no  more  than  one  Sub- 
sidy and  two  15ths :  that  jealousy  well  ground- 
ed is  wisdom ;  but,  if  it  hath  not  good  ground, 
it  argues  an  ill  disposition.     He  doubtetl)  not, 
but  mat  we  shall  meet  again  to  eftbct  what  we 
bafve  begUu. 

Sir  ]J.  Digges  saith,  that  mr.  Delbridgc 
spake  and  mcaneth,  to  his  knowledge,  that  the 
trade  of  the  manufactures,  which  arc  made  in 
the  town  for  which  he  serveth,  is  decayed. 

Sir  JJ.  Sandyt  wisheth,  that  the  king  be  not 
trronged,  for  here  is  no  man  that  wrongcth  his 
inaj.'.  that  there  is  no  man  here  discontented; 
but  here  is  no  mun^  here,  that  will  undertake, 
the  country  shall  not  be  discontented;  for 
^ant  of  money  and  trade  will  discontent  them ; 
and,  though  we  shall  all  of  us  in  duty  palliate 
our  discontent,  yet  his  tnaj.  would  not  have  us 
to  palliate  our  intentions  and  desires.  Poverty, 
and  want  of  money  and  trade  pinch  the  king* 
dom  at  this  time,  and  what  are  the  bills  which 
Are  passed  (against  Drunkards  and  for  keeping 
the  Sabbnth)  to  romrdy  those  wants  ?  but,  if 
mre  could  have  the  bills  against  Informers,  Mo- 
nopolies and  the  like,  he  should  have  been 
glad  to  buvc  tbein  parsed.  Hope  of  pacing 
^od  bills  at  our  next  mteting  will  ipoatent 


the  effecting  ndk  biUt 


more,  than 
passed. 

Sir  Dud.  Digges  doth  reciipituUte  his  < 
ccit  of  what  the  intention  of  tnis  house  is,  i 
cemiug  the  free  reH^nference,  whereia  lie  is 
appointed  principally  to  confer;  and  desiretb 
to  be  rectified,  if  he  conceiveth  it  not  rigbc* 
That  he  shall  hear  and  not  propose  :  thmx.  bit 
shall  confer  to  have  an  ac)joumiiient :  that  wm 
will  not  meddle  with  Grievances :  and  that  be 
shall  shew,  the  inclination  of  the  house  is  t0 
have  no  bills  passed :'  that  he  shall  coo6er  of 
these  things,  but  not  conclude  any  thing :  tbas 
be  shall  shew  the  reasons,  why  the  boose  hatb 
such  an  inclination ;  and  in  a  declaratioii  to 
touch  the  business  of  the  house. — It  is  thai  or* 
dcred,  that  he  shall  speak  and  treat  of  tines* 
things,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  he  badi 
recapitulated  them.  . 

Sir  Ed.  Sandj^s  would  that  sir  D.  Dig^ei 
should  shew  the  reasons  why  we  iecliiie  to  hair* 
no  bills:  first,  to  maintain  the  king's  hpnour; 
for,  if  we  briug  down  these  tills  and  no  more, 
tlie  country  wlli  think  we  could  get  no  more : 
2ndly,  the  reputation  of  the  house ;  that  wc 
have  sat  thus  long,  and  sball  pass  not  above 
ten  bills,  which  will  be  the  most  we  can  (fi»- 
patch  in  so  short  a  time :  drdly,  the  ke<tpiny 
of  the  people  in  content ;  who  may  mutter,  if 
they  see  no  better  fruit  of  the  charges  th^ 
havo  been  at. 

The  Master  of  the  Wards  saith,  that  we  hare 
to  deal  with  a  wise  kiog,  and  one  that  can  mp^ 
prebend  quickly  when  kf  is  abused.  For  the 
reasons  set  down  by  sir  K  Sandys :  t.  He  saith, 
that  sir  £.  is  mistaken ;  for  it  cannot  be  (as  L« 
saith)  for  the  honour  of  tlie  king,  that  we  shall 
refuse  to  pass  any  bills,  when  as  liis  aiaj.  at 
our  request,  hath  yielded  to  pass  bills.  2.  That 
itcannot.be  for  the  reputation  of  thishotttc^ 
to  be  so  inconstant,  as  fir^t  to  desire  to  pasi 
bills,  and  tlien  to  desire  not  to  pass  bills.  3. 
For  the  content  of  the  people,  tne  bill  against 
Informers,  and  that  concerning  Supersedeas 
(as  be  hath  heard)  are  better  than  a  general 
pardon. 

Sir  Ed,  Cecil  interrupted  the  master  of  tbf 
wards,  saying,  he  was  sony  to  hear  him  in  such 
manner  to  go  between  the  king  and  us,  and  to 
say,  tliat  that  which  we  b&ve  intended  for  the 
honour  of  tlie  king  is  only  to  delude  and  abuse 
tlie  king ;  and  to  tax  tlie  whole  house,  'm  such 
a  fashion,  of  inconstancy  and  pettishness.  He 
hath  heard,  tliat  there  weiesome  of  this  house^ 
who  did  the  house  ill  service  by  misinfiNma- 
tious;  and  we  may  justly  suspect  it,  since  h»e 
openly  our  speeches  and  intcntiotts  are  wrested 
to  the  worst  construction. 

Sir  J^.  Sandys  saitli,  that  the  message  d^ 
vered  here  froln  the  king,  by  mr.  Secretary, 
was,  that  his  m^.  thou^t  it  would  be  best  iit 
the  house  not  to  pass  bdb;  and  therefore  wl|a| 
himself  had  spoken  was  but  in  prosecutkui  of 
the  king's  thoughts  and  opinion. 

The  Muster  of  the  Wards  saith,  he  spake 
but  his  opinion,  as  sir  £d.  Sandys  Jiad  done  bis; 
and  tha(  )ii,wa»  but  tiis  opimoQi  that  not  to 
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^paas  btflt  wis  adt  for  tbe  king^^  honour,  «s  k 
was  the  other's  opinion^  that  it  would  be  for 
the  kiag*s  honour  not  to  pass  bills.    He  wiah- 
eUi,  that  he  may  prosper  as  he  hath  dqae  and 
labodired  to 'do  to  the  king,  and  otherwise,  all 
good  offices  for  this  house.--*We  shall  uow  re- 
taj-B  to  the  Eroceedia^  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
May  31.    The  lord  treasurer  reported  the 
Conference  with  the   Commons,    yesterday; 
wherein  his  lordship  shewed  how  Uyely  they 
expressed  tbe  sorrow  of  that  bouse  for  the  ac(r 
journment  of  tl^e  pari.     <'  Three  thiqg^  at  the 
Coaference  he  particularly  rememtiered:     1, 
Their  time  and  diligepce  employed  in  this  pari. 
9.  The  matter  of  iroportaoce  there  banaled. 
d.  Their  desire  to  have  finished  them;  with  an 
emimeratioD  of  a  mass  of  ba»oess  which  they 
have  entered  into.    They  also  expressed  their 
•grief  and  passion,  that  they  coukt  not  perform 
what  tliey  had  promised  for  the  good  of  the 
fSommoB-wealth,  and  their  earnest  desire  that 
the  Hke  correspondency  might  be  hold  between 
them,  which  had  subsisted  all  this  pari.     They 
desired  to  know  liow  bills  rest  with  us,  that  we 
fnay  also  learn  how  bills  are  with  them,  to  tho 
phd  such  bills  may  be  prepared  as  are  fittest  to 
pass;  and  that  we  may  advise  together  what 
course  is  to  be  taken,  not^oaly  touching  tbe 
liiiUs,  but  also  soch  other  matters  as  they  have 
sow  in  hand.'' — ^The  Lords  then  sent  a  message 
to  the  c6mmoDs,  to  desire  another  firee  Confe- 
rence with  them  about  the  same  sabject.    At 
the  same  time  th^  sent  down  to  them  i\\e  bill 
touchmg  the  adjournment  of  pari,  which  they 
had  passed,  and  specially  recommended  it  to  be 
expedited  with  all  possible  baste  in  their  bouse. 
This  was  a  bill  of  a  very  extraordinarv  nature ; 
but  there  was  no  occasion  for  it,  as  will. appear 
in  the  sequel. 


adjourament  of  a  part  by  the  king,  and  aa  a4- 
joummenl  by  the  h^juses,  Whereupon  the  at- 
torney general  caTae  to  the  clerk's  table,  and 
read  the  precedents  of  the  Si7ch  Eltz.  fur 
the  adJQui'omeot  ok'  a  pari,  by  the  qa^^U  com- 
mission ;  and,  ha^iug  umuy  more  precedents  to 
re%d  of  the  like  tiature,  it  was  ordered  that 
they  aliould  be  read  the  next  morning :  also  the 
lords,  whp  were  the  sub-committee  for  customs 
and  privileges,  were  ordered  lo  search  the  re^ 
cords  for  precedents  of  tlie  form  and  man^ar 
of  ac^oumments  of  pari, 

June  1,    Mr.   Attorney  Genesal  vead  di- 
rers  more  prccedeats,  out  of  the  journals,  of 
the  forms  ibr  adjournments  of  parliaroentSt 
He  shewec)  the  di^reuce  between  an  adjourn^ 
ment  and  pn>rogati9n;  and  that  tlie  word  prOf  . 
rogare  is  oftentimes  used  Ibr  o^'ounMrf;  bat' 
the  latter  word  r^yer.  fcr  the  fo^nmer.    He  - 
shewed  also,  that  a^  part  being  adjourned  by 
the  house,  all  committees  were  stiU  of  force, 
and  the  bills  remain  in  'statu  ^uo  prius;  but  an 
a^joumment,  by  conumssion  from  the  king,  den 
tannines  all  committees,  and  they  cease  till  the 
next  sitting  df  the  court;  but  the  UUe  igre  pre- 
served in  statu  gun  prius. 

Then  the  books  and  writings  bak>nging  to^ 
the  Gold  and  Silver-Thread  affair,  which  were 
found  in  the  office  kept  frnr  executing  that 
commission,  and  bropght  into  pari,  were  or- 
dered to  be  delivered  back  to  sir  Ed.w.  VittieBs. 
And  it  was  also  ordered,  That  it  be  s'^nified  to 
the  commons,  that  the  Lordv  ^o  find  him  clear 
of  those  mattcna,  n^.entioii«d^  by  tU^nc^  in  thoir 
declaration. 

Tbe  lord  chief  justice  was  ordered  to  admit 
sir  John  Beunet  to  bail,  for  his  appearance^ 
there  at  the  next  access  of  pari,  himsdf  to  ha 
bound  in  70001.  bond,  an4  ten  ^ntlemen),  nine 


May  31,  p.  m,    Tbe  Lords  then  considered,  of  which  were  knights,  in  12001.  eapb. 


that  ^hey  were  to  meet  the  Connnons,  at  a  Con- 
terenoe,  that  afternoon ;.  and  it  was  agreed. 
That,  if  the  other  house  should  make  any  new 

Propositions,  to  give  them  no  anmver  at  that 
iroe,  but  to  consider  thereof.  It  was  also 
agreed,  That  the  lord  treasurer  should  report 
to  them  the  state  of  the  bills,  as  they  staiKl 
here,  and  to  require  t)»c  same  account  from 
their  house;  to  thie  end  that  those  bills  may  be 
prepared  for  the  king's  assent,  which  are  most 
fiecessary.  Likewiise  to'  n^ke  report  to  the 
house  oi  this  Qonference.  Accordingly,  The 
lords  being  returned  from  the  ss^d  Conference, 
tbe  lord  treasurer  reported  tbe  s^me,  "  That, 
after  each  house  had  acquainted  the  other  with 
the  state  of  tbe  bills,  the  Commons  desired  to 
hare  ao  rc^ral  assent  to  any  bil^  at  thi;^  time ; 
becaase  they  do  not  know  which  to  choose  or 
prefer  before  another.  They  gave  also  tatkjay 
'  reasons  to  have  an  adjoummeut  without  the 
*toyal  assef^t;  and  desired  that  the  p&rl.  might 
-  kc  so  adjourned,  aa  that  each  ho^tse  may  have, 
power  to  acconamo4ate  busiaeni  against  the 
next  access.'^ 

Deiferenee  between  an  Adjournment  and  a 

^  Prorogation.}    A  motbn  was  mqde,  that  the 

JiMlgei'he  Qr46if4  ^  dittin^uich  bitvve«ii  tiie 


Further  Proceedings  touching  the  Adjourn^ 
ment,]  June  1.  In  the  Con^mons,  sir  E(in\ 
Mountague  saith,  tlint  the  lord  treasurer  said^ 
that,  wl^n  the  pari  is  adioumed  hy  comink- 
sion,  declaring  the  king^s  pleasure,  all  buci-. 
nesses  are  to  cease,  and  nothing  is  to  be  done 
in  that  cessation  ;  but  it  is  otherwise,  when  wo 
of  ourselves^  without  having  the  kingfs  (lea* 
sure,  do  adjourn  the  parliament. 

Mr.  Noj/e  sa\th,  that  he  never  heard  that 
there  was  a  diftercnce  of  an  adjou^nmemt 
made  by  the  house  only,  and  an  adjournment 
made  by  commission  by  the  king.  If  tlie  king 
alone  do  adjourn  the  pari,  then  it  is  a  deter-r 
mination  of  the  sessions :  if  the  par),  be  ad  • 
joumed.  by  ourselves,  we  may  meet  again  of 
ourselves ;  but,  if  it  be  an  adjoui^meat  by  the 
king  alone,  then  it  is  an  end  of  the.  sessions, 
and  we  cannot  meet  again,  but  oa  signification' 
of  the  king's  pleasure  i  that  in  the  lord  Dyer's 
time  it  ^as  resolved;  that,  if  an  adjournment 
be  by  a  record,  it  iis  an  end  of  the  sessions ;  but, 
if  it  be  but  by  a  remembrance,  it  is  otherwise : 
but  it  is  ordinary,  that  tliere  b  a  commissitm 
from  the  king  to  adjourn  the  pari,  but  we  d(\ 
adjoulmat  of  and  by  ourselrt^  and  make  a 
remjBmbnipicepfit^ixui'of  the  couiimiaivce  ojf 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


128T]  PARL.  HISTOHY,  19  Jambs  I.  t62i.^Furt/u:r  Froceedin^t  tauehhg  [1988 

the  sessions  here  in  the  liouse.  If  the  sessions  )  so  return  ?'  his  maj.  put  the  Lords  in  mind  of 
end  man^-  statutes  against  hunting,  and  others,  the  two  patents  grievous  to  the coimnon-weakb, 
will  be  disconnnued.     He  would  have  us  be  '  of  Inns  and  Gold  and  Silver-Thread  called   * 

fiuitors,  tliat  the  adjournment  may  not  be  on    *     ' '  

record  by  x\»q  king  alone,  hut  may  be  made  by 


by  him  ;    and  also  this  pari,  had  censured  the 
late  lord  chancellor :   which  is  an  example  to 


•k^  *  "  I  u  **  ^^ — :  .  X  ««ia«^.  ujr  laie  lora  cuancenor :  wnicn  is  an  example  to 
the  several  houses;  fop^that  it  might  other^vise  all  other  judges.— He  affirmed.  That  had  the 
oreea  a  creat  Question,  wherhpr  the*  c^^cinnc    n^^^^ i v li ^-  tr_ 


breed  a  great  question,  whether  the  sessions 
determme  6r  no;  and  his  opinion  is,  that  it 
doth  determine  the  sessions.  In  the  journal 
of  this  house,  in  27  Eliz.  it  is  expressed,  that 
there  was  a  committee  appointed  to  sit  in  the 
time  of  recess,  when  there  was  an  adjournment 
b^v  commission  from  that  queen  to  adjourn  the 
said  pari,  and  that,  notwithstanding  this  commis- 
sion, this  house  did  (on  notice  of  the  same  from 
the  commissioners,  being  some  of  them  atten- 
dants on  tJie  upper  house,  when  the  said  com- 
missioners, who  brought  th6  said  conmission, 
ivhcr*  gone  fortJi,  and  their  messajre  de- 
clared to  us  by  the  speaker  of  this  '^house) 
adjourn  the  said  pari,  as  all  other  courts  do 
ixse  to  adjourn  themselves. 

Mr.  MaHet  saith,  that  in  4  Ed  IV^  there 


Commons  made  an  humble  answer  to  him  .oa 
the  adjournment,  he  would  have  granted  them 
ten  days  longer ;  but  now  he  would  not  yield  to 
their  request :  yet,  if  the  Lords  thought  that  8 
or  10  days  more  will  expedite  those  bills  that 
be  now  in  the  house,  he  will  grant  it." 

Then  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  go  into  his 
drawing-room,  that  the  lords  might  more  freely 
discuss  this  matter  amongst  themselves.  And, 
taking  it  into  consideration,  they  thought  fit  to 
advise  with  the  Commons  also  therein;  and 
sent  a  message  to  them  to.  desire  a  free  con- 
ference with  their  whole  house,  presently,  in  the 
Painted  Chamber,  on  matters  of  great  import- 
ance, wherein  no  time  was  to  be  lo«t. — ^The 
king  beinjT  returned,  the  lords  humbly  thanked 
his  majesty  for  his  gracious  and  free  offer;  ao- 


_„„  .    "■'  '""'•,  ;••  '  ""  '•  •  "wre    iiiK  maieMv  lor  nis  gracious  and  tree  oBer;  «o- 

^™t  r"i  i^"'  ^^l'*"-  "^'"S  ?>  I'lJourn  the  quaintcd  llim  ivith  the  message  they  hwljuat 
teem;  and  thereon  the  judges  did  adjourn  the  rent  to  the.Commons;  and  besought  him  to  cn- 
ttnn:  and  it  hath  ever  been  tl.,.  „„  «f  .11     x^^^  his   offer  to  thi?   dav  'foiinipht..     The 

kin?  irranted  fh^^ir  rrniitf»sf.'wWh  this  t* 


courts,  that  the  judges  have   adjourned   the 
term,  though  the  king  send  a  writ  to  do  so. 

The  Kiti^a  Speech  to  the  Lords,  touching 
the  Adjournment,]    June  2.  The  king  came- to 
the  house,  and,    in  a  speech   to  the  Lords, 
took  iTotice,   «  That  upon   Monday  last   he 
sent  a  messajze  to  them,  and  another  to  the 
Commons,  declaring  his  royal  pleasure  for  the 
adjoui-mnent  of    the   pari,    and   the   reasons 
thereof     He  gave  them  thanks  for  their  obe- 
dience to  the  message,  and  the  acknowledg- 
rient  of  the  king's  power  to  call,  adjourn,  and 
dissolve  parliaments,:  for  not  joining  with  the 
commons  in  a  petition  to  his  maj.  as  they  de- 
sired,   for  a  non-adjournment  at  this    time : 
^rso  for  lenvino;  the  form,  of  the  adjournment 
iinto  him ;  and  for  expediting  the  bil)  which 
his  maj.    sent  touching  the  adjou rumen r.^His 
maj.  also  took  notice  of  the  form  of  adjourn- 
ment, discussed  in  that  house  yesterday,  and 
that  the  opinions  of  the  judges  are,  That  the 
adjournment  by  the  king  keeps  the  pari,   in 
statu  quoprius  until-thc  next  silting;  hut  that 
then  no  committees  were  to  meet:    but  if  the 
adjournment  he  by  the  house,  then  the  com- 
inittees  and  otHer  mutters  do  continue.     That 
m  these  matters,  the  judges  and  his  attorney 
are  to  be  heard  in   that  house ;    but  yet  the 
privileges  and  liberties  of  the  ).ords  were  to  be 
maintained,  and  no  ways  abridged.— That  out 
of  princely  rare  to  his  "^people   he  gave  much 
lonrer  warning  of  this  udjoumment,'  than  any 
of  his  predecessors  had  done,  to  the  end  that 
such  bills  as  were  mo.st  material  to  the  com- 
mon-wealth, miftht,  iu  the  mean  time,  be  ex- 
pedited ;    especially    against    Informers,    and 
writs  of  Supersedeas  and  Certiorari:    but  his 
maj.  first  demanding  the  opinions  of  the  judges, 
they  said,  he  could  do  himself  what  those  two 
hills  required.— That  whereas  some  say.  *  No 
gojc}  hfiih  been  done  this  pari,  and  shall  lliey 


king  granted  their  request, 'with  this  caution. 
''  That  it  be  understood  to  be  his  own  free  offer 
to  give  this  election  to  the  people,  either  to 
have  an  adjournment,  or  a  longer  time  to  pass 
some  hills,  and  so  to  make  a  session." 

Both  Houtes  detirc  an  Adjournment  onli/,'\ 
June  2,   p.  m.    The '  lords  went  to  the  coniep- 
ence;   and,  being  returned,    the    lord    trea* 
surer  reported  to  the  house:  "That  the  lords 
having    acquainted    the    commons    with    his 
maj.'s  free  grant  of  a  choice,  whether  the 
pari,  should  be  adjourned  on  the  4th  inst.  or 
continued   for  a  fortnight   lonfijer,   and   then 
prorogued;  The  Commons  having  considered 
of  it,  did  acknowledge  his  maj.'s  power  to  call, 
adjourn,  prorogue,  and  dissolve  parliaments, 
and  his  maj.'s  grace  and  favour  in  gninting  this 
election ;  for  which  thev  desired  the  lords  to 
join  with  them  in  grated  thankfuhiess  to  the 
king.'*^— Their  humble  desire  also  is.  That  it 
^mdd  please  his  maj.  to  culjoum  the  pari,  the 
form  whereof  they  leave  to  him;  because  they 
have  discharged  their  committees,  which  they 
cannot  now  recollect  so  suddenly;  neither  will 
that  time  suffice  to  bring  to  eff*ect  the  affairs  «f 
great  importance  which  theyhad  in  hand.  They 
desired  also  to  present  his  m^.  (with  the  lords,) 
three  Petitions;  first,  for  matters  of  trade,  that 
is,  that  manufactures  may  be  distributed  to  the ' 
several  out-parts  of  the  kingdom.     2.  Money 
not  to  be  exported  out  of  the  realm.     3.  That 
ordnance  may  not^je  transported;  lastly,  they 
again  renewed  their  former  request;  that  bodi 
the  houses  may  join  in  their  thanks  to  his  nwy.'' 
— ^Thcn  the  lords  sent  another  metsace  to  thtt 
commons,  to  acquaint  them,  that  they lusd  con- 
sidered of  their  request,  and  had  appointed  m 
committee  of  12  lords  to  join  with  a  oommitlae 
of  their  house  to  present  it  to  his  maj.  that  irf. 
terfloon,  if  he  would  he  pleased  to  admit  them 
to  Ixis  presence,"    The  Lords  humbly  defkejl 
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b/r.  h.  tbe  pinnce  to  present  their  thanks  to  his 
xnaj.  and  the  abp.  of  Cauterbury  was  appointed, 
by  joint  consent,  to  deliver  the  requests  of  lords 
and  oommons  to  him  at  the  same  time. 

June  2.  In  the  Commons.  Sir  Walt.  Earle 
moveth,  that  sir  Edwin  8ai}ciys  inay  be  cleared,, 
by  question  in  the  house,  tor  the  words  which 
be  was,  here  taxed  for. 

Sir  Ed,  Sandys  saith,  ^  that  he  hatli  received 
of  late  notice,  that  th^re  is  notice  taken,  and 
misinformation  made  of  words  which  he  should 
speak ;  viz.  that  after  we  came  from  the  con- 
ference with  the  lords  (who  gave  us  notice  that 
me  could  not  sit  any  longer)  th^t  he  tlien  said, 
be  would  not  have  any  business  tlien  done  or' 
resolved  on ;  and  gave  his  reason,  because  pas- 
^on  was  no  good  councillor :  and  he  also  then 
said,  that  trade  was  overthrown  by  monopolies, 
and  that  oipnopolioe  were  maintained  by  cor- 
raptioo.  He  saitb,  that  it  was  spoken  by  lum 
suddenly  and  with  passion,  be  being  then  very 
sensible  of  tbe  decay  and  want  oftratlc  of  that 
town,  for  which  he  serveth :  tliat  he  taketh 
corruption  to  be  in  this  case,  when  for  money 
H  monopoly  is  procured  upon  false  suggestions. 
The  other  words,  which  he  was  said  to  speak, 
were  these,  that  the  whole  kingdom  was  out 
of  frame;  and  that  it  was  for  the  king^sltonour, 
that  no  bills  should  be  passed  tliis  adjourn- 
ment. To  this  it  was  said,  by  the  mnster  of 
the  wards,  that  he  did  slunder  and  tax  his  maj. ; 
and  that  none  must  think  to  delude  thjc  king 
with  words,  for  we  had  to  deal  with  a  wise  and 
judicious  king.  To  these  words  he  answcreth, 
that  he  (axed  not  his  maj.;  that  he,  in  his 
former  speeches,  took  occasion,  on  the  buisness 
of  the  masters  of  the  chancery,  to  commend 
hb  maj.*s  govt. ;  saying,  that,  amongst  all  the 
complaints  that  were  brought  into  the  house, 
it  was  a  great  honour  to  the  king,  that  none  of 
the  judges  of  die  law  were  so  much  as  blamed ; ' 
which  uieweth  tlie  wise  and  provident  care  of 
bis  maj.  in  the  govt,  of  the  kmgdom,  whereof 
justice  is  the  chief  part," — Upon  the  question 
being  put«  it  was  resolved  that  sir  E.  Sandys  is 
free  from  hfiviog  given  any  just  cause  of  otTrncc 
either  by  these  words  or  any  other  that  he  hath 
uttered  in  this  bouse,  either  to  his  maj,  or  any 
other  person,  without  one  negative. 
•  Sir  S.  San(ks  desireth,  that  all  question  of  any 
gflFence,  for  any  words  spoken  by  any  niember 
of  this  house,  may  be  also  cleared  here  by  the 
sentence  and  opinion  of  this  house.  He  saith, 
that,  after  a  prorogation,  our  privileges  endure 
not  above  14  or  15  day^ ;  but,  after  an  adjourn- 
ment, they  continue  inherent  in  us,  as  if  the 
house  did  sit:  that  in  27  Eliz.  there  was  a 
committee  appointed  to  sit  during  the  adjourn- 
4Dent4  and  that  committee  did,  at  the  access, 
report  the  same  to  the  house.  He  desireth  to 
know,  whether  this  committee  was  orc^ered 
and  appointed  to  sit,  before  there  ,was  notice 
q£  tbe  commission  sent  from  her  maj,  for  the 
adjournment,  or  no ;  and,  whether  there  were 
accordingly  a  report  of  the  labours,  of  that 
committee. 
:  Mr.  Ai/bi'd  saji,thf  be  beard  sir  £.  SaiidVs  say 


i5orae  things  now  whereof  himself  hath  hereto- 
fore spoken  the  like ;  {or  he  hath  hero  said, 
that  be  did  pray  to  God  to  divert  a  plague 
from. this  kingdom;  for  that  corruptions,  mo- 
nopolies and  briberies  were  never  so  great  ia 
this  kingdom.  .He  saith,  he  hath  not,  to  his 
knowledge,  said  any  thing  here  in  the  house 
that  was  ami^s,  or  might  not  become  an  honest 
man  and  a  good  subject  to  say :  ai-d  therefore 
will  not  (having  the  king*s  word  for  freedom  of 
speech)  so  much  distrust  any  thing,  as  to  desire 
to  be  cleared,  by  tlie  opinion  of  the  house.    • 

Sir  Wuf.  Spencer  saith,  that  no  man  had  bad 
cause  to  have  doubted  to-  be  hereafter  ques- 
tioned for  words  (seeing  bis  maj.*s  gracious 
message,  for  our  liberty  and  freedom  of  speecl^. 
was  here  entered  in  the  house)  but  thai,  since 
that  message  was  here  entered,  the  umster  of 
the  wards  did  here  say,  some  would  be  ques-  . 
tioned  for  some  words  spoken  here  in  tb^ 
house ;  and  yet  did  not  name  the  man,  so  as 
he  migbr.  have  been  here  by  us,  according 
to  the  course  of  parL  either  censured  or 
cleared. 

Sir  G,  Moore  would  have  all  men  here  cleaiir; 
ed  bv  the  vote  of  the  house,  to  have  spoken 
nothing  here  that  deserveth  to  be  questioned. 

Sir  J).  Digges  saith,  that  this  kingdom  is 
one  of  the  best  of  the  world  for  situation  for 
trading ;  that  his  lather  did  lon^  since  set  on 
foot  here  a  proposition  concernmg  the  manu- 
factures ;  but  they  are  now  too  much  neglected, 
which  nndocth  iliis  kingdom.  He  hath  now  a 
proposition  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  this 
house,  which  hath  3  principal  ends.  1.  To 
bring  an  advantage  to  the  king  in  his  Custom^. 
2.  It  shall  increase  shipping  and  trade  of 
mercliants.  3.  Tliat  it  shall  be  hurtful  to  no 
man.  And  to  these  ends. he  would  have  every 
port  town  rent  their  owu.c^toras,  and  pay  as  '^ 
much  rent  to  the  king  for  their  custom,  by  a 
mediation,  as  they  have  paid  anytime  these 
7  years;  for  now  every  merchant  comes  here 
to  London,  like  lean  kine,  to  grow  fat  by  de- 
vouring the  trade  and  merchants  of  the  out 
ports :  but,  when  they  grow  rich,  they  purchase 
lands  and  go  live  in  the  country ;  or  else  give 
over  their  trade  and  turn  usurers,  as  most  of 
the  aldermen  of  Jiie  ciiy  do.  It  is  manifest, 
how  the  trade  of  the  o\»t  ports  is  decayed,  by 
the  decay  of  the  port  towns  and  havens; 
whereof  Wiqchelsea  in  Sussex  is  a  lamentable 
spectacle :  for  there  are  abundance  of  vaults 
in  that  town  ;  and  there  was  a  very  good  havei^, 
whereof  there  is  scarce  any  sign  or  memopjr 
lefl.  lie  wotdd  have  it,  durjugtlus  cessation, 
commended  by  the  members  of  this  bouse  to 
every  port  town,  to  consider  of  taking  their 
customs  at  ^  mediation  of  7  vears ;  for  this  w^l 
get  the  kfhg  20,0001.  per  ann.  more  rent  for 
his  customs,  than  npw  he  hath ;  for  now  the 
king  letteth  forth  the  customs  to  farmers  here 
of  this  city,  who  will  not  pay  so  great  a  rent  aft 
160,0001.  per  ann.  which  they  now  gi%e,  but 
they  will  gain  by  it ;  and  good  reason  th^re  is 
they  should  do  so,  for  they  are  at  16,0001.  per 
ann,  charge  to  Queers  t9  look  t^  tbeii-  proii^im 
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-tbft  out  ports  of  the  kingdom  :  that  pow  «!],  ' 
4>r  th«  bobc  part  of  the  trade  of  Europe  b  r&- 1 
duced  to  Loudon,  Anisterdaxiri,  Leghorn,  &c.  | 
-That  all  the  deputies  of  the  fkrmers  will  and 
^o  exact  fees  on  the  roerchnnts  in  the  out  ports ; 
*vhich  hy  thi-^  means  will  be  prevented,  and  al) 
clamours  of  this  nature  be  thus  staid.  This 
will  cause  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  out  ports  to 
talce  care  that  money,  wool,  kc.  and  many 
'  other  tilings  (prohrbitrd  to  be  transported)  be 
iKvt  carried  out  of  the  kingdom^  as  now  they 
arc,  by  the  connivancy  of  the  farmers  deputies. 
He  would  have  this  propounded  to  all  the  out 
ports  of  the  kingdom,  to  which  places  this  will 
fte  a  great  ea«»e,  thiU:  they  may  send  up  their 
4inswer  at  our  next  meeting, 

Mr.  Timerton  dcsireth,  that  sir  D,  Digges 
may  set  down  this  proposition  in  writing,  be- 
cause it  consisteth  of  many  heads,  tliat  the 
Londoners  may  give  answer  to  it. 
-  Sir  Edw.  Coke  saith,  that  this  motion  of  sir 
D.'  Diif^cs  is  a  worthy  motion ;  for  freedom  of 
trade  is  the  lifo  of  trade :  thiU  custoroets  are 
called  in  latin  Publicani,  and  every  one  know- 
•(h,  that  Christ  Called  publicans  sinners ;  and 
*wc  may  jujjtly  match  and  call  |iublicans  cus^ 
tomer*,  and  customers  sinners ;  for  they  cozen 
%nd  deceive  both  the  kin^  and  kingdom.  He 
saith,  he  will  never  fear  questioning  for  what 
he  hath  here  said ;  for  he  hath  here  spoken 
•old  English,  which  is  conscience.  He  know- 
•eth  xhe  hath  oiiended  many,  because  it  pleased 
this  house  to  p'lt  him  in  the  chair  at  the  com- 
mittee concerning  nSonopofies ;  whereby  he 
hath  proceeded  the  more  cftrefuUy.  He  would 
have  those  of  tlie  ont  ports,  who  sliall  desire  to 
inrm  their  customs,  to  offer  good  sureties :  but, 
•for  the  bf  tter  furtherance  of  trade,  he  wonld 
"hnve  an  order  of  declaration  entered,  liere, 
that  none  of  those  patents  of  monopolies, 
-ivhich  -have  been  here  condemned,  should  be 
put  in  execution  during  this  ad^oumipent  Of 
cessation. 

The  King  adjotirns  the  Parliament.'l  June  4, 
The  abp.  of  Canterbury  reported  to  the  Lords, 
^*  lliat  yesterday,  in  tljc  afternoon,  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Lords,  accompanied  with  that 
•froni  the  Commons,  attended  nis  moj. ;  where 

•  it  pleased  the  prince  his -highness  to  present 
m\tb  him  the  humble  thanks  of  both  nouses, 

.for  the  choice  his  maj.  gave  tliem  of  an  ad-r 
•journmcrtt  or  prorogation  of  the  pari.— That 
'  tlten  his  grace  made  known  to  his  maj.  the 

•  election  of  the  Commons,  vif .  an  adjournment, 
■with  theirreasons  ifor  the  same;  and  also  prc- 
'  iientcd  unto  him  the  3  Petitions,  recommended 

•  by  the  Co/nnaons :  1.  Touching  new  manu* 
fftctures  to  be  equaUy  distributed  to  the  out- 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  i.  Concerning  bnlJion 
and  coin  to  be  prpseA'cd  in  the  lund.  3.  Touch- 

•  ing  iron  oiti nance  not  to  be  expp^rted.— Tfiat 

•  his  maj.  graciously  accepted  the  thinks  from 
•both  houses;    and   notwithstanding   that    he 

<raUH  to  miifd  thfrt  the  Commons  embraced 
'  ifot,  H«>  they  ought  to  have  danc,  his  winny  ad- 
monitions to  expedite  go<«d   laws-;   and  that 
they  dii*ptrted  the  reasons  whcb  he  ga%'e of 


the  adjoamment  of  this  pari,  (til  \ 
in  him  to  calK,  adjourn,  prorogue,  and 
parliaments)  yet  his  maj.  was  fUimed, 
mg  to  the  choice  the  Coromoos  had  mmde,  to 
adjourn  this  pari,  at  this  time ;  the  awne  lo 
begin  again  in  Nov.  next.  In  the  meM  ti«e 
he  will,  by  his  own  authority,  redress  the  mkumm 
of  Informers^  and  writs  of  Sui>ereede«0  sad^ 
Certiorari ;  which  were  intended  to  be  refonn-' 
cd  by  the  ti»'0  bills  more  especially  recof 
mended  by  him,— That  his  nny.'s  Aofwen  %m 
the  3  Petitions  of  the  C^mimons  were :  to  tke 
1st,  concemmg  the  enlargeipent  or  dispening 
of  new  manufactures,  which'  he  never  hesod  rf 
before,  he  wifl  consider  thereof  with  bis  eoma^ 
cil.  To  the  2nd,  toochiiig  bullion  and  cotOy 
his  maj.  would  also  advise  with  bb  couaci, 
and  redress  it.  And  to  the  last,  sboat  Opd- 
nanccrsome  care  hM  been  takpn  already,  mad 
more  should  be  hereafter.— Then  his  grace  pre- 
sented his  maj.  the  hearty  prayers  of  bodi 
houses,  unto  God,  for  his  long  life  and  prospe- 
rity. And  the  king,  as  geweral  bishop  of  tkt 
land,  did  then  also  oflfer  his  pr^yere  to  God  fa 
both  houses.  Finally,  be  admonished  tlxn, 
f*  That  at  their  return  into  the  pooocry,  tlwy 
give  h|s  people  good  satisfaction,  both  fer  dn 
proceedings  i^id  adjournment  bt  thjs  pad.*' 

Accor^g  to  an  order  made  J  one  «,  the 
Judges  ddivcretl  their  opinions  touching  the 
privileges  of  the  house  of  lords  during  the  see: 
sion  of  pari.  But,  because  it  had  not  bap- 
pencd  to  their  knowledge,  that  ever  ;he  bow 
was  arljoumed  for  so  long  a  time,  i^  «ow  i| 
was  intended  to  be ;  they  could  aot  satisfy 
their  lordships  of  any  precedent,  fwp  the  cotm- 
nuance  of  their  privileges  during  all  the  tine 
of  this  long  cessation.  Whereupon  their  Imrd- 
ships  delivered  their  opinions.  ^  That  the  lotd^ 
do  know  that  the  privileges  of  themsei\'es,  their 
servants,  and  followers  do  coTitinwi,  notwith- 
standiiife  the  adjournment  of  pari. ;  and  do  ad- 
jmWt  the  same  to  be  observed  in  all  poims  ac- 
cordingly.'* Ordered,  That  this  declaration 
shall  be  entered  in  the  Journals,  and  a  copy  of 
it  sent  to  both  the  compters  to  bepobJisbod.—  . 
After  several  other  orders  were  finisfaeciv  h. 
r,  h.  the  Prince,  who  neverinissed  one  dav^ 
attendance  all  this  long  session,  prodo^  the ' 
king's  Commission  for  the  acljoumment  of  the 
pari.  By  virtue  of  which,  the  oomroissionen 
adjom-ncd  the  pari,  to  the  14th  of  Nov.  aeat 
ensuing.  The  lord  chief  baron,  with  other 
judges,  were  sent  to  the  CoinoK>p»  with  the 
same  histrament,  and  withal  to  deliver  this 
message:-^"  We  are  commanded  te  fligM^ 
unto  jrou.  That  his  maj.'s  pleasure  is,  that  aU 
crnnmitl^ecs,  matters,  and  business  of  pad.  thdl 
rest -in  the  state  as  they  now  are,  w*«ii  d« 
next  meeting.*' 

Tfte  Cot/rniow^  Dtrlaratwn  fhr  the  Retmmy. 
of  tkt  Palatinate,']  Jone4.  Wilson  and  Itah- 
worth  both  inform  ns.  That  the  CommoM,  im- 
mediately before  their  recess,  took  into  cond- 
deration  again  the  Afiidr  of  the  Pahrtinate. 
And,  least  the  slackness  shewni  in  it  ahouhl  he 
laid  to  them,  they,  imaiuin9«d7>  «|ra#4  K^ 
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draw  up  a  DeclaratioD  of  their  semim^nts  ia 
this  matter.  The  motioD  for  this  Deciaratiou 
was  made  in  tlie  Commons  by 

Sir  Jume^  FerroU  who  said,  *'  That  since  t^e 
knowledge,  profession  and  practice  of  true  re- 
ligion was  so  powerful)  precious,  and  profitable 
uuto  the  souls  of  men ;  since  the  same  was  noyv- 
«o  much  distressed  abroad  in  foreign  parts,  and 
sought  to  be  endamaged,  and  endangered  here 
at  home ;  since  the  deplorable  estate  thereof 
had  been  already  fully  set  forth  by  some  good 
members  of  this  house,  well  known,  and,  as  he 
hoped,  sensibly  telt  by  all  the  members  of  the 
same;  since  also  the  king's  majesty,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  park  in  bis  public  speech,  re- 
presented the  danger  of  reli^on  iu  general, 
and  of  tlie  Palatinate  iu  particular,  with  tbis 
princely  and  pious  protestation.  That  if  the 
came  could  not  be  recovered  by  treaty,  whereof 
he  liad  some  hope  he  would  then  adventure 
his  blood  and  life  in  the  cause ;  wherefore  the 
mover  humbly  beseecheth  tl)e  house,  that  in 
the  cause  of  religion  (which  is  God's  cause) 
and  in  the  cause  of  his  maj/s  children,  for 
maintenau'/e  of  tiie  patrimony  of  tiiat  royal 
progeny,  they  would,  before  their  departure, 
make  a  public  protestation  and  Declaration, 
That,  if  religion  and  right  may  not  be  restored 
by  treaty  and  peaceabk  means,  that  then,  up- 
oa  our  return  to  pari,  (being  thereto  required 
by  his  mfy«)  we  viroukl  be  ready  to  adventure 
the  lives  and  estates  of  all  that  bclvng  unto  us, 
or  wherein  we  have  interest,  ^r  tiic  mainte* 
nance  of  the  cause  of  God,  and  of  his  maj/s 
royal  issue.  And  for  that  purpose,  such  De- 
claration being  here  made,  he  woidd  that  the 
tame,  by  resolution  of  the  question,  and  i)y 
public  protestation  might  be  both  testilied  here, 
and  also  entered  in  the  clerk's  book,  that  it 
m^ht  not  only  remain  here  on  record  to  be 
aeen  and  followed,  but,  being  divulged^  it  mi^t 
oblifie  us  all  ta  the  performance  of  this-'j^romise, 
discharge  our  duty  to  God,  and  more  lucilitate 
the  treaty,  which  his  nu^.  hath  in  hand  with 
>* foreign  princes,  concerning  this  cause:  or  at 
»  least  enable  his  maj.  to  relieve  the  distressed, 
to  rescue  refigion,  to  recover  the  Palatinate, 
with  the  patrimony  of  his  daughter's  children, 
*«Qd  to  perform  the  princely  promise  which  he 
mkde." — This  motion  thus  wade  was  enter^ 
taiiie$l  with  much  joy  and  a. general  consent 
of  the  whole  house,  and  was  seconded  by  sir 
Rob.  Plulli{is,  rar.  Beeclier,  and  others,  who 
siiewed  dKers  reasons  why  the  house  should 
'  inake  suah^a  declaration;  viz.  because  that 
the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  princes  is  of  as 
great  defence  and  consequence  as  their  proper 
force,  and  that  now,  while  the  pari,  sttteth, 
the  king  hath  his  sword  drawn ;  for  the  whole 
kingdom  is  then  ready,^  both  with  purse  and 
arms,  to  assist  tlie  kins  iu  the  business  of  the 
Palatinate,  whensoever  his  maj .  shall  be  pleased 
to  command. 

Sir  Ed.  Cecil  saith,  that  he  thinketh  thisDe- 
claration  is  oome  from  heaveu,  and  lieheveth 
that  it  will  work  better  effects  with  our  ene- 
mies, than  ii'  wt  had  IQ/HX)  sokiitn  on  the 
itaarch. 


Sir  NatK  Rich  sailh,  that  he  ^Z^^'"-  t^^^ 
rejoice  to  see  this  cencral  Declaration  ^  ^jsg^cU 
approved  with  sudi  an  acclamation;  for  i  r 
this  will  shew  to  the  world,  that  we  are  not  in- 
sensible of  the^suiSerauce  of  those  of  oor  rcli- 
fion,  nor  of  the  wrong  done  tq,  the  count. 
*alatine. 

This  motion  was  entertained  with  much  jdy 
and  a  general  conbent  of  the  whole  housc>  and.; 
sounded  forth  with  the  voices  of  them  ail,  witiial  ' 
lifting  up  their  hats  iu  their  bauds,  as  high  as  ' 
tliey  could  hold  them,  as  a  visible  testimony' 
of  tueir  unanimous  consent ;  in  such  sort,  tiiat 
the  like  had  scarce  ever  been  seen  ia  pari. — . 
Then  there  grew  a  little  question,  whether  we. 
should  enter  this  our  Declaratiou  ol  our  gctifirai 
resolution  to  spend  our  lives  and  Ibrtuiies  for    . 
the  defence  of  those  of  our  religidn  and  of  the 
Palatinate :  but  it  was  resolved,  after  a  little^ 
debate,  that  it  should  be  entered  in  the  clerk's 
book,  to  remain  on  record,  as  our  Declaration ;. 
which  done,  the  house-  selected  a  oommuttea 
of  ail  his  maj.'s  privy  council,  that  were  mem-^ 
)^ei«  of  this  house,  toj^ther  with  sir  James 
Perrot  and  some  other  selected  members,  Uy 
draw  up  the  Declaration  of  the  house's  general 
consent  in  this  cause,  and  for  to  set  it  dovrn 
in  writing,  that  it  might  be  entered  and  remain 
registered  with  thexlerk  of  the  pari,  house. 

Sir  Dud.  Digges  mdyed,'  that  the  privy, 
council  of  this  house  might,  from  the  house, 
beseech  bis  maj.  not  to  use  any  delay  in  die 
treaty  for  the  Palatinate  ;  for  our  re^lution  ia 
such  as  we  have  declared  before. 

When  tlie  committee  had  drawn  up  the  De- 
claration, it  being  reported  and  publicly  read 
in  the  house,  was  received  with  «  general  ap- 
probation and  like  acclamation  of  joy,  by  h«« 
sent  of  voices  and  litlingup  tUeir  liats  in  tiieir 
hands,  as  was  dond  when  tlii^  was  committed, 
to  the  committee.  The  l^ecUratiou  was  as 
foiloweth : 

U(  x]je  Commons  assembled  in  p^l.  taking 
into  their  most  serious  couaidcration  the  pre-, 
sent  estate  of  the  king's  childrfan  abroad,  and 
the  general  affiicted  •estate  of  Uie  true  pro- 
fessors of  the  same  Christian  religion,  professed 
by  the  churcii  of  England,  in  ibreign  parts; 
and,  being  touclied  with  a  true  sense  aud  iei- 
low-ieeliog  of  their  diitiesse^,  as  mcii^bers  of 
the  same  body,  do,  with  unanimous  consent  of 
themselves,  and  of  the  whole  body  of  the  king- 
dom (whom  thej^  represent)  deghye  unto  hi* 
most  excellent  maj.  and'to  the  whole  world,  theic. 
hearty  grief  and  sorrow  for  the  same;  jmd  do 
not  only  join  with  them  in  their  humble  and* 
devout  prayers  to  Almighty  God,  ta  protect  hiis 
true  Church,  and  to  avert  tjie  dangers  now 
threatened,  but  also  with  one  heart  and  voice 
do  solemnly  protest,  that,  if  his  maj.^s  pious  en- 
deavours by  treaty,  to  procure  their  peace  and 
safety^  shall  not  toke  -that  good  efi^t  lie  de- 
siretii,  in  die  trwtty;  (whereof  they  •^imnbly'. 
beseech  his  ma),  to  makeuo  longer  delay)  rtiat  ' 
Chen,  upon  significathm-  ot'  his  maj.^s  pleasure 
in  park  the^r  sliall  be  ready,  to  the  utmost  of 
tbar  poi?eis,  both  with  tiieir  lives  and  f grumes. 
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-the  out  p^i£j  so  as  by  divine  help  of  Almighty 
or  th<5-^o  is  never  wanting  unto  those,  who, in 
iljHfear,  shall  undertake  the  defence  of  his  own 

use)  he  may  be  able  to  do  that  by  his  sword, 
TThich  by  peaceable  courses  shall  not  be  ef- 
fected." 

A  message  was  thcnreceired  from  the  Lords ; 
That  the  king  had  sent  a  commission  to  them, 
under  the  gi*eat  seal,  for  adjournment  of  this 
pari,  till  the  14th  of  Nov.  next,  that  the  cora- 
tnisksion  had  been  there  read,  and  accordingly 
the  house  there  had  been  adjourned:  And 
timt  his  maj.*s  pleasure  had  been  there  signified, 
that  all  committees  and  other  matters  of  pari, 
sliould  f>tay  till  that  time,  and  be  left  in  the 
«im)e  state  as  now. — ^I'he  messengers  delivered 
rhc  commission  to  be  read,  but  the  Commons, 
baviug  no  pn 'cedent  for  the  reading  of  it,  did 
not  think  tit  to  read  the  same.  The  messen- 
gers having  withflrawn  till  the  speaker  under- 
stood the  pleasure  of  the  house  concerning  the 
Answer  to  be  given  to  the  Lords,  were  again 
called  in  <  and  informed  by  rar.  Speaker,  that 
diis  house  according  to  the  king's  pleasure,  will 
adjourn  itself  accordingly. — ^l^hen 

Sir  'Edtc,  Coke^  with  tefcups  in  his  eyes,  stand- 
ing up,  recited  the  collect  ibr  the  king  and  his 
issue,  adding  only  to  it,  *and  defend  them  from 
their  cruel  enemies.*  After  winch  the  house 
adjourned  to  the  14th  of  Nov.  next. 

The  Fofliament  meet  agaiti.'j  Nov.  20. 
Nothing  material  happening  in  the  government, 
during  the  recess,  but  what  will  best  appear  in 
the  sequel,  we  shall  proceed  with  our  Journals. 
A  proclaumtion  was  published,  bearing  date 
from  the  court  at  Royston,  Oct.  0th  this  year, 
for  an  adjournment  of  the  pari,  from  Nov.  14th 
h}  die  8th  o(  Feb.  next  coming.  The  reason 
given  for  it  was,  the  seas«»n  of  the  year  and 
weather  making  it  unfit  for  the  states  of  the 
kingdom  to  as&emble  at  that  lime.  But  by 
another  proclamation,  from  the  same  authority, 
Chis  ndjijufnment  was  altered,  on  certain  urgent 
and  important  occasions,  to  the  20th  of  Nov. 
at  which  titnc  they  were  strictly  commanded  to 
meet  to  do  business. — ^At  this  access  of  pari.  5 
newly  created  Lords  were  introduced  to"  their 
seats  in  the  house,  with  the  usual  ceremonies, 
'itieir  names  and  titles  were  Tho.  lord  Darcy, 
of  Chichj  created  vis.  Colchester;  Henry  U>rd 
Ilansdon,  vis.  ll6chford;  Fulk  'Grcvile,  lord 
Broke;  Y.dw.  Montagu,  baron  INIontagu  of 
K<»uehton;  and  lionel  Craufield  was  made 
baron  Cranft)rd  of  Cranford  in  Bedfordshire. 
'  Then  a  Message  was  sent  to  the  Commons, 
"  That  his  raaj.  being  absent-  front  pari,  by 
reasoti  of  an  indisposition  of  health,  had  com- 
manded the  lord  keeper  to- deliver  his  pleasure 
to  both  houses;"  which  the  lords  thought  litter 
to  be  done  at  a  meeting:  therefore'  their  lord- 
ships did  desire  such  a  meeting  for  that  purpose, 
in  thitr  Painted  Gharaber,  to-morrow  at  2  in  the 
atltcrnoon,  if  that  time  stands  with  their  convc 
uieifce.-"  '  Annw.  "  The  Commons  will  attetid 
the  service,  at  the  timer  and  place  appointed." 
The  prince  signified  to  the  liouse  liis  maj.'s 
pleasure^  "  Timt  when  the  lord. keeper  had 


ended  his  si>eech  to  both  houses,  AS  lord  trok' 
surer  and  lord  Dighy  should  sccojil  the  : 

The  Lord  Keeper^s  lieport  of  f-%Ies$agejTt 
the  Kirtg^o  both  Houses^     Nov.  24.'Tiie  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  (dr.  John  Wiiltams, 
bp.   of  Lincohi)  delivered   the  report   of  bis 
speech,   to  both  houses,  in' form  Ibllowii^:— 
"  May  it  please  your  highness  and  this  noble 
house;  If  1  had  in  my  breast  the  least  drachm 
of  those  high  thoughts,  which  the  Roman  orativ 
had  in  his,  when  he  said,  'nihil  dixi  quod  dix- 
isse  psniteat,'  that  he  never  spoke,  in  his  h£c, 
any  one  word  that  he  repented  of,  I  shouJd 
not  have  been  so  .unwilling  to  make  a  repetition 
of  my  other  day's  message,  as  by  order  of  the 
house  I  am  obliged  to  do :  for  in  godd  futh, 
iny  performance  thereof  was  so  weak,  ttiat  I 
had  good  reason  to  desire  it  might  be  ratlier 
(for  the  manner  and  all  the  interest  I  had  there- 
in)  buried  in  oblivion,  than  received  with  » 
second  repetition.     And  yet,  considering  the 
best  sacrifice  I  can  oR'er  up  to  tliis  noble  com- 
pany, is  my  humility  and  obedience.     I  wili 
l)e  unto  myself,  as  Phocion  was  to  Dcmost-* 
henes,  a  kind  of  chopping-knife,  to  cut  off  tbe 
superfluities  of  that  declaration,  which  wearied 
all  your  lordships  the  other  day.' — '  I  divided, 
according  to  n)y  method  indeed,  but  his  maj.'s 
matter,  tlie  whole  narrative  into  six    several 
parts.    1 .  The  Antecedent.    2.  The  Occasion. 
3..  The  Pattern.    4.  The  Call.    5.  The  Form. 
And,  lastly,  the  Continuance  of  this  present 
assembly.    One  of  these  parts  1  let  fall  in  tbe 
division,  byt  took  it  up  again  in  the  discourse 
a&d  narration.  My  Antecedent  comprellcnded 
the  several  effects  of  his  maj  .*^  gracious  care  o%-er 
the  kingdom,  since  the  last  recess,  or  departure, 
of  this  assembly:  how  the  three  petitions,  pre- 
sented from  both  houses  by  my  lord's  grace  of 
Canterbury,  were  iTally  j'mswered.      1.  That 
the  matter  of  trade  and  distribution  of  manu- 
factures to  several  parts  of  the  kingdom  was 
conveniently  cstaWiyhed.     2.  The  importation 
of  bullion  and  consenation  of  coin  within  the 
land  was  discussed,  committed,  and  refierrecL 
And,  lastly,  tlie  exportation  of  iron  ordnance 
was  firmly  prohibited.     Then  I  presented  to 
the  noble  houses  the  proclamation  of  ffracc, 
wherein  were  reformed  six  or  seven  and  rhiity 
several  matters  tx>mplained  of  as  pubHc  griev-. 
anccs;  all  of  them  without  the  least  trucking 
or  merchandizing  with   the  people:  a  thing 
usual  in  former  times ;  but,  out  of  his  maj/s 
zeal  of  justice,  and  no  other  consideration  in 
the  world,  rooted  out  and  eternally  abolished. 
And  here  I  crossed  the  seas  and  touched  tipon 
the  reformation  of  Ireland,  begun  by  a  phitform 
projected  by  the  council  of  the  one,  and  polish- 
ed by  the  council  Of  the  other,  and  now  to  be 
pertected  by  commissioners  choseiv  out  fixxn 
both  the  kingdoms.     These  I  called  the  ^its 
of  his  maj.'s  vocation,   and  the  antecedcftts  of 
this  assembly. — ^Thc  Occasion  of  this  Assembly 
I  fastened,  partly  upon  some  antecedents  from 
abroad,  but  priucipally,  upon  a  Declaration  at 
hotne,  recorded  and  mvulgc»d  far  and  near,  by 
Ute  representative  corozaonalty  of  this  kidgdoi^ 
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1  know  your  lordships  have  perused  the  same, 
their  oflCie  manifesto  of  the  4th  of  June,    (see 
p.  t«94'.)   This  I  made  bold  to  anualize  a  little, 
'*ii^  ohjcrved.  without  altering  phrase  or  word, 
four  ctrcumstiinccs  in  the  st^me ;  to  wliich  I  ap- 
plied fbtSr  answers,  warranted,  to  a  syllable,  by 
BIS  maj.'jj  directions;  as,  T  hope,  ray  lords  here 
of  tjic  council  will  bear  me  witness.     1.  His 
inaj.  was  tncouroged  to  travel  a  httlc  longer 7n 
1)18  pious  endeavours  to  procure  a  peace,  by  way 
•of  treaty  1  I  declared,  from  him,  that  ail  this 
w^s'done;  I  wish  I  could  have  said  as  pi-ofi- 
t»Mf  as  I  could  well  say  charitably.     2.  His 
Ht«i.  wttg  besought  this  treaty  might  not  be 
*>tt*r«tnu«ili  lingered  and  delayed.     I  shewed 
from  tfi^  l<i»g»  that  no  more  it  was;  and  pro-- 
duoed  for  testimony,  the  speedy  return  of  that 
noble  lord  enriployed  in  that  service.    3.  Ilis 
tnaj.  was  petitioned,  upon  the  non  proficiency 
.  ©f,  this  treaty  and  his  pious  endeavours,  to  sig- 
^  lafy  hii  pleasure  in  open  pari.  I  told  them  from 
Hfcc  king,  that  this  petition  was  likewise  granted ; 
^"imf  urm  the  princtpal  cause  why  both  house.- 
vvere  now  re-assembled.    Lastly,  his  maj.  i^ 
ml>sured,  upon  this  signification,  &c.  which  1 
»ht^wed  them,  that  peaceable  courses  are  not  so 
cfiy^cttial,  the  breaches  being  now  grown  so 
wi&  e  and  desperate.     And  thus  I  stated  t!ic 
OcJdasion  of  this  re-assembly.— In  the  3d  place, 
i  •'tottchod  upon  an  hcroical  act  of  his  maj. 
^%fcich  I  called  a  Pattern  for  this  assembly;  and 
•that  h  the  advancement  or40,000l.  to  keep  to- 
'^cther  the'body  of  an  army  in  the  lo\yer  palati- 
^laie ;  the  which  had  otlierwise  been  di.^solved 
TJcfore  this  pari,  could  be  assembled.     I  noted 
^bat,  witliout  this,  their  resolution  had  been 
l*ost ;  and  so  will  all  this  be  still  without  their 
ftHrehor  re^lution. — In  the  4ih,  I  excused  the 
CaM  of  this  assembly,  which  might  seem  to 
«uiK)«ntoetl  not  to  be  so  punctual ;  and  shewed 
them,'tJiat,  like  war  itself,  so  are  the  summons 
thereof  \ccompnnied  with  disorder  and  confu- 
sion.    Fory  in  matters  of  this  nature,  as  I  noted 
out  of  a  go.oil  author,  *quie  Ie}<irimum,'  &c. 
Those  parliairt^iits  wliich  stand  upon  their  pre- 
cise, &c.*-^5tmy,  I  touched  upon  the  Fonn  of 
this  assembly ;  which  his  maj.'s  pleasure  was 
should  rather  be  by  anticnt  timn  modern  pre- 
cedents, That  all,  &CC.  and  all  cunning  and  ma- 
licious diversious  avoided,  (for  such  things  you 
%vell  know  there  are  in  the  world)  they  should, 
soundly,  really,  &c. — In  the  lust  place,  I  came 
unto  the  Continuance  of  this  assembly,  wliich 
his  maj.  limits,  at  this  time,  to  some  7  or  8 
days  before  Christmas ;  but  renews  again  on  the 
8th  of  February  next,  to  continue  then  for  the 
enacting  of  laws  and  periodin^  of  these  refor- 
mations, as  long  as  the  necessity  of  the  state 
shall  require  the  same. — And  now  I  have  pre- 
sented your  lordships  the  natural  bird,  as  it 
came  from  the  nest,  without  so  much  as  a  foa- 


-  •  This  parap^ph  and  the  next  are  left  an- 
intdligible,  in  the  Journals,  perhaps  on  pur- 
pose :  because  they  seem  to  point  At  some  re- 
lectioos,  too  strong  t^  be  recorded* 


ther  of  my  own  invention :  for  this  is  no  speech 
but  only' minutes  o(  his  maj/s  dir(jctions.  I 
shall  only  add,  1st,  my  preface,  containing  his 
maj.'s  intlisposition  rather  than  absence;  foe 
absent  his  maj.  thought  he  could  not  be,  as 
long  as  he  was  fe presented  by  such  a  son  :  a 
son  whom  of  I  may  say,  (as  Pliny  did  of  C<*sen- 
nius  PcEtus's) :  *parenti  non  minus  ab  al^a  cha- 
rus,  quam  quod  filius  sit,*  as  dear  to  his  maj« 
for  many  other  respfects,  as  because  he. is  Jus 
son:  and  then  my  double  prayer,  theoueto 
your  lordships,  which  I  now  repeat  again  and 
make  for  myself,  ^r  the  time  past,  present, 
and  to  come,  to  pardon  the  weakness  arid  in- 
numerable imperfections  of  your  most  unworthy 
speaker;  the  other  unto  God,  for  his  Holy 
Spirit  to  be  present  and  president  In  this  as-^ 
sembly.'* 

Ldt  Di^hj/s  report  of  the  Message  concerning 
Spain,  4('^ '  The  Lord  l)igbj/  also  made  a  short 
repetition  of  that  part  of  his  speech,  which  his 
lordship  had  delivered  at  ti)e  same  time,  viz.** — 
In  the  delivery  of  the  message  I  had  from  the 
kioi!;,  I  presented  these  3  considerations;  1.  hii 
miy  .*s  Proceedings  and  tlie  Issue  of  them ;  2.  the 
State  of  the  Business  at  this  present  Tlxne ;  3 
what  Redress  was  fittesL  I  begun  with  his 
maj.*s  proceedings  from  the  unlbrtun^te  over- 
throw at  Prague.  Upon  the  news  whereof  his 
in.ii.  instantly  considered  what  was  to  be  done, 
and  resulven  that  tlie  best  was,  to  keep  the 
Piinces  of  the  Union  in  arms;  and,  to  con- 
tinue their  army,  his  maj.  sent  them  30,000l. 
by  Albertus  Morton.  Then  his  maj.  sent  sir 
Edvv.  \'illici-siutoSilesia,  to  fetch  the  Palsgrave's 
submission  unto  tlie  emf  eror,  upon  such  con- 
ditions as  bij  uiajesty  sliould  think  fit.  Ilis 
mnj.  then  also  sent  me  unto  the  archduko 
Albertus,  to  prt»pose  a  Reconciliation ;  and  scut 
to  him  the  first,  because  he  hud  the  greatest 
stroke  in  the  afl^irs  of  the  empire,  aiid. greatest 
command  over  the  Spanish  army ;  in  regard  the 
emperor  had  all  his  greatness,  saving  a  few 
little  pcovinces,  by  resignation  from  the,  said 
archduke.  The  archduke  willingly  assented 
unto  a  reconciliation,  in  favourof  his  maj.  and, 
to  that  end,  the  archduke  writ  letters  to  the 
emperor  and  king  of  Spain.  In  the  interim, 
the  Princes  of  the  Union  grew  to  disband; 
whereupon,  the  archduke,  to  snow  his  willingness 
to  a  reconciliation,  did  procure  Spinola  to  ceastt 
from  arms.  By  those  means  the  Palatinate 
was  saved,  which  otherwise  had  been  lost,  and 
this  cessation  continued  all  the  lifetime  of  the 
archduke. — Sir  Edw.  Villiors  and  I  returned 
into  England  about  the  same  time  ;  I  bringing 
with  me  the  cessation  from  war,  and  he  the 
Palsgrave's  submission.  And  now  the  business 
was  ready  for  a  general  treaty,  which  his  maj. 
at  the  first  intended  to  have  with  the  emperor 
touching  the  reconciliation;  and  I  was  em- 
ployed m  that  errand,  accompanied  with  letters 
of  recommendation  from  the  kings  of  France, 
Spain,  Poland,  and  Denmark. — The  proposi- 
tions which  I  was  to  make  to  the  emperor 
were.  That  the  Palsgrave  should  be  restored  to 
his  lands  and  hQuuurs,  in  all  points,  as  be  en- 
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joyed  them  *vhf  n  he  married  his  maj.'s  daughter ; 
the  Paltjgrave  submitting  himsclt  to  the  em- 
peror, upon  such  conditions  as  the  emperor  and 
.nis  miij.  should  sigrce  on.  The  emperor  an- 
swered, That  he  was  willing  to  gratify  his  maj/s 
demands,  for  the  ercat  moderation  which  he 
found  in  Iiis  rauj.  in  the  business  of  Bohemia, 
so  as  the  king  would  undertake  for  the  Pals- 
grave's submission.  But  the  emperor  referred 
the  conclusion  of  this  business  unto  a  diet. — 
Then  I  made  a  '2d  propobitinn,  viz.  That  war 
might  cease  until  matters  were  debated  by  a 
diet.  Unto  w  hicli  the  emperor  answered,  That 
he  did  not  take  it  to  be  war  or  hostility  that 
he  waged  against  the  Palsgrave.  Yet,  in 
favour  to  his  maj.  hcwouid  agree  to  a  cessation. — 
After  this  the  emperor  hastening  tlie  Diet,  the 
princes  denied  their  appearance  at  the  same,  in 
.regard  tliey  were  uimIcf  such  concern  as  to  look 
to  themselves  and  stajrid  upon  their  guai'd. 
AVhcreupon  I  moved  the  emperor  to  send  to 
every  prnlce  particularly,  and  acquaint  him  with 
his  maj.'s  propositions;  which  the empcmr did 
accordingly.  Upon  answer  from  the  princes, 
the  emperor  wrote  his  letter  to  his  maj.,  in  an- 
swer to  the  propositions,  which  I  received,  think- 
ing all  business  had,  in  effect,  been  fully  con- 
cluded on.  In  which  letters  there  was  contain- 
ed, That  the  emperor  had  written  to  the  duke 
of  Bavaria  and  the  Inf(inta,  for  a  cessation  from 
anns:  and  that  himself  had  granted  a  promise, 
either  to  prooire  count  Mansfield  to  lay  down 
bis  arms,  or  else  that  his  maj.  would  declare 
*>>■.- It  rilaurJfeld  a  i  enemy.  In  these  letters, 
uWif  the  CMj|(Cr*Tr  did  write,  That  he  would  not 
f'.Av  lip  iiMus  ugiiin,  until  3  months  after  he  had 
giv^n  nvlk"?  to  hb  muj.  that  he  would  renew 
\hv  wiir*  — Then  I  e hewed  the  reai«on  why  the 
riiipnfjr  ^vtmlri  nstt  agree  to  any  truce,  without 
thr  dukii  Cit  Bnvanfi:  1.  in  regardof  tlie.empe- 
l^r'fs  u^ticuKUt  in  the  beginning  of  the  troubles, 
urjthi'i'  tv  mii''  r  p^nce  nor  war  without  the  con- 
neul  of  ih*  piJtid  OL>ki  ;  which  happened  because 
Jhjit  npmt  ihc  former  truce  mnde  with  the  said 
i\\[ki*j  the  fif^Idkri  ihat  were  in  the  Lower  Pn- 
lutinutt.  imt\  wunti^rl  employment,  came  up  in- 
14*  Oic  Itfj^liLT,  fiiji!  much  infested  the  duke  of 
llavuriii.  'J.  in  regard  the  sjud  duke  had  a  great 
part  of  Austria  in  pledge  tor  his  satisfaction. 
3.  l)ccau>>c  the  cmj)iror  was  barred  out  of  all 
t)a<?agc  but  through  Bavaria,  Bethlcm,  Gabar, 
Kensoi  [)c,  and  Budianus. — 1  coming  to  count 
IMansficld  to  treat  uith  him  about  laying, down 
}iis  arms,  found  plainly,  That  the  duke  of  Ba- 
varia had,  from  the  beginning,  affected  to  get 
nnto  himself  the  Palatinate  and  the  title  of  elec- 
tor. The  duke  of  Bavaria,  in  his  letters  to  me, 
iipon  receipt  of  the  emperor's  letter  to  him  con? 
r(»rning  the  truce,  did  discover  this  iatentton : 
fo\-  he  wrote,  Tl*«t  I  should  not  need  to  labour 
for  a  truce,  for  the  wars  were  at  an  end ;  in  that 
be  liad  agreed  with  Coimt  Mansfield,  so  that  he 
doubted  not  but  to  keep  both  the  Palatinates 
in  peace,  until  the  emperor  and  the  Palsgrave 
iiad  agreed.  And  here,  I  noted,  That  this  an- 
swer was  a  bittlr  oraiaon. — The  Infanta  rpfuscd 
to  liavL-  a  pence,  and  acquainted  mo,  tliatsuch 


was  the  emperor's  mind  also ;  whereupiin  I  ob* 
served,  That  the  emperor's  answers  to  his  maj.  * 
propositions  had  been  deferred  ;  so  now  it  was 
come,  either  that  his  maj.   should  leave  his 
children  or  else  denounce  war^— Touching  the 
present  state  of  the  Palatinate,  I  shewed,  That 
count  Mansfield  was  come  down  into  the  lower 
part  with  10,000  men,  and  sir  Horace  Vcrc  had 
about  5000 ;  all  these  having  endured  tlie  hard- 
ships of  war  for  neai-  two  years.      And  here  I 
observed,  That  much  was  saved  by  these  means, 
which  nmht  have  been  spent  in  raising,  arming, 
and  carrying  o^er  so  many  thousand  soldiers 
into  that  place+I  said  further,  That  the  people  |/ 
of  the  Palatinatcliad  lived  free  from  oppreswoa 
and  nipine  under  the  Spanish  army ;    and  that 
therefore  some  speedy  course  was  to  be  taken 
for  sending  of  money  thitherjlest  Manstield's 
soldiers,  thro'  want,  should  be  driven  to  fall  to 
spoil  those  of  the  Palatinate,  and  breed  a  liking 
in  them  to  the  Spanish  government.      I  noted  ' 
further,  That  count  Mimsficld's  army  did  not/ 
consist  of  men,  which  fought  for  their  countxy^ 
wives,  or  children,  but  for  money  ;  which  the* 
must  have  speedily,  or  they  are  gone:  and/if 
the  count,  for  want  of  pay,  should  take  a  cifis* 
like,  he  might,  for  honour,  or  other  reward,7fiin 
off  to  the  emperor,  and  then  all  were  losll — ^I 
also  briefly  described  unto  them  the  preLent 
state  of  all  Christendom ;  the  power  of  the  mi- 
peror,  and  of  the  live  armies  maintained  by  tfi|« 
king  of  Spain  :  that  the  forces  of  the  urinces  t^ 
the  Union  were  disbanded;  and  that  theCathoX 
lie  League  did  continue  to  hold  firm. — I  ohserv-^ 
ed  how  bravely  sir  Ilonicc  Vere  and  capt.  Bo-l 
rough  had  behaved  themselves  of  late  in  tbei 
Palatinate  ;   and  that,  by  the  wisdom  and  \*a-^ 
lour  of  sir  Horace,  Heidelbcrgh  was  kept  frova 
the  enemy,  being  a  place  of  small  strcngtlp; 
IManheim,  a  very  strong  town;   Frankcn^Cv 
w  hich  had  endured  a  month's  siege,  and\V\>rms; 
which  is  the  present  state  of  the  Palatuiate;-^ 
Touching  what  redress  was  fittest,  I  concluded,- 
That  it  was  proper  to  cheri&h  and  Leep  op  that 
army  which  is  already  there,  which  must  be  with 
supplies  of  money  ;  and  that  more  Ibrccs  must 
be  prepared  against  next  spring,  so  as  wc  might 
have  there  an  army  of  our  own,  to  the  strength- 
ening the  Palatinate,  and  encouragement  of  the 
Princes  of  tlie  Union.      This  I  recommended 
unto  them,  and  wished  thac  every  one  would 
shew  his  zeal  and  affection  to  his  maj.  therein. 
27/c  Lord  Trensnrei^s  Report  of  the  Message 
rdatinp  to  the  Supply.]    The  LDrd  Treasurer 
(Cranfield)  next  made  his  report  of  the  mes- 
sage, which  he  delivered  to  both  hou?es,  to  iliis 
effect : — "  That   his  lordship    declined   unto 
them  the  present  state  of  the  exchequer,  and 
sniii^lness  of  his  maj.'s  revenues;  and  that  the 
two  Subsidies,  granted  this  pari,  were  spent 
about  the  Palatinate.     That  tiic  business,  novr 
in  hand,  required  a  great  and  a  »p«'edy  Supply, 
wherein  his  mrtj.  had  taken* some  clmfsc  out  of 
his  ow  u ;  and  his  lordship  doubted  not  bat  that 
the  Commons  i\-ouId  add  thereunto,  and  pern 
form  what  they  had  so  nobly  promi:ied  in  their 
Manifesto ;  the  disposing  whereof  they  necA 
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not  to  doubt  of,  but  that  his  maj.  iiUendfed  the 
same  to  be  wholly  employed  for  the  recovei-y 
of  the  Palatinate.  Lastly,  he  wished  that  tlie 
Commons  would  so  handle  this  business^  as  to 
make  his  maj.  in  love  with  the  parliaments." 

These  several  reports  being  made,  the  Lords 
proceeded  to  regulate  committees  on  divers 
Dills;  which,  with  some  otlier  matters  of  less 
moment,  concluded  the  business  of  that  day. — 
Nothing  being  done  in  the  several  days  follow- 
ing, in  the  house  of  lords,  but  hearing  com- 
plaints- and  redressing  matters  of  privileges, 
ice.  it  may  be  necessary  to  examine  iiUo  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Commons  at  this  juncture. 

Debates  in  the  Commons  on  Privileges — the 
Suvpli/^he  Spanish  Match,  Sfc]  Nov.  21. 
When  sir  Edwin  Sandvs  was  missed,  on  the 
caUing  of  the  house,  the  SpeSiker  delivered  a 
letter,  sent  him  from  sir  Edwin  ;  whereby  he 
signified,  that  he  received  a  discharge  from  the 
kmg  of  his  confinement,  bearing  date  Nov.  6th, 
and  that  he  would  have  attended  this  house, 
but  that  he  is  very  sick,  and  therefore  desireth 
the  house  will  be  pleased  to  pardon  his  ah- 
eence.  Whereupon  the  house  was,  at  this 
time,  content  not  to  call  on  him. 

Nov.  22.  Mr.  Aiford  saiih,  that  5he  king 
I^th  commanded  by  two  proclamations,  that 
no\ie  should  meddle  or  talk  of  state  business^ 
and  yet  bath  again  commanded,  by  the  three 
lords,  thatRvc  should  not  meddle  but  mth  the 
business  of  the  PalatinateJ  that  this  is  a  pre- 
cedent wherein  we  arc  wamy  to  proceed ;  for 
Jiereafter  the  king  may  else  say,  we  shall  med- 
dle only  with  this  or  that  business,  and  not 
with  other  things,  and  so  we  lose  the  Privilege 
of  a  tree'  pari.  He  would,  that  we  should 
hasten  to  dispatch  the  business  of  the  house ; 
for  hereafter,  if  we  shall  touch  on  any  thing 
for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth,  his  maj. 
may  be  incensed,  and  so  dissolve  the  pari.  In 
Hen.  Vn.'s  time  one  Terrili,  a  member  of  this 
house,  was,  for  telling  the  king  of  the  business 
of  this  house,  sent  to  the  Tower,  and  by  an 
act  disabled,  and  all  his  posterity,  for  ever  sit- 
ting or  serving  again  in  this  house.  We  are 
taxed  to  be  cunning  and  malicious,  but  he 
thinketh  the  king  is  misinformed  of  us;  for  \re 
are  the  same  parliament  men  (and  have  the 
jjame  hearts  and  affections  to  his  muj.)  that 
gave,  without  precedent,  a  free  gift  of  two  Sub- 
sidies, at  the  beginning  of  this  pari,  when  the 
king  said  we  were  j^od  subjects. 

Mr.  Secretary  Culvert  saith,  that  mr.  Aiford 
hath  expressed  more  fear  than  he  seeih  cause 
for  him  to  do ;  and  thnt  he  hath  laid  ai^  impu- 
tation on  his  maj.  snying,  timt  since  the  last 
recess  the  king  luvth  forbidden  all  men,  by  pror 
clamation,  to  speak  of  state  business ;  and  yet 
here  his  maj.  hath  commanded  us  to  speak  and 
debate  only  of  the  business  of  the  Palatinate, 
which  is  state  business;  thereby  taxing  liis 
maj.  for  commanding  contrary  mattci*s,  as 
though  his  maj.  meant  to  insnare  and  cake  ad* 
vantage  of  us.  And  he  hath  also,  as  it  were, 
taxed  his  maj.  by  the  fears  which  he  propound- 
t;d^  as  if,  when  yre  should  huve  ^el^cc)  to  t^y 


thin|,  the  king  should  take  some  causeless  ex- 
ception against  tiie  house,  and  so  break  off 
this  pari. 

Sir  1).  Digues  saiih,  that  he  hath  served  th» 
king  with  as  taitlH'ul  a  heait  as  any  one  tha^ 
sitteth  about  the  Chair :  that  it  hatti  ever  been 
the  misery  of  parliaments,  that  ill  offices  have 
been  done  betwixt  us  auci  the  king ;  and  it  is 
so  likewise  of  this  pari.  It  is  well  known,  that 
sir  Ed.  Sandys  hath  suffered  ;  which  if  he  knew 
it  were  for  pari,  business,  he  must,  if  he  died, 
say,  that  of  right  wc  ought  not  to  be  punished 
for  what  we  i^peak  here,  other  than  by  the 
house :  but,  since  there  is  a  day  prefixed  for 
the  great  business  of  the  State  and  Hcligion^ 
which  licth  a  bleeding,  he  desireth  that  there 
may  be  an  end  of  such  speeches  as  are  used, 
and  that  no  excepiions  or  question  may  be 
made  or  taken  of  \vhat  any  mcn^bcr  of  this 
house  shall  or  Imtl^  said  in  the  discharge  of  his 
conscience. 

Mr.  Mallory  desireth,  that  sir  Ed.  Sandys'ii 
letter  to  mr.  Speaker  may  be  read  again ;  for, 
as  he  rcmembereth,  it  is  therein  mentioned, 
that  he  had  been  confined,  notivitlistunding  he 
was  a  member  of  tliis  house;  and,  fur  aught 
.  we  know,  it  may  be  for  parliament  business. 
He  desireth  also  to  know,  for  what  bu^incssu 
Ed.  Sandys  was  questioned. 

Lord  Clifford  desireth,  that,  since  sir  Ed. 
Sundvs  doth  not  here  complain  of  any  thing 
for  which  he  was  oonfined,  nor  of  his  cunrinc- 
ment,  that  we  would  return  to  the  business  of 
the  house  or  state. 

Sir  Tho.  Wentworth  hath  observed  that  thi^ 
house  hath  ever  used  to  debate  with  jealousy 
the  Privilcces  of  this  house  ;  but  wc  have  ever 
done  it  witl  loss  of  our  Privileges  rather  than 
gain.  He  saith,  he  thinketh  sir  Kdwiji  was 
questioned  for  matter  of  state ;  but  howifocvcr 
he  complaineth  not  here,  and  therefore  he 
would  not  have  us  to  take  up  the  othce  of  in- 
formers, and  complain  fqr  him. — Sir  E,  Sandy's 
letter  was  again  read. 

Sir  Rob,  Crane  thinketh  this  house  will  not 
meddle  nor  question  any  thing,  if  sir  Edwii^ 
were  confined  for  sti^te  business :  but,  because 
there  is  a  murmur  abroad,  that  he  was  com- 
mitted for  parliament  business,  he  desireth  it 
may  be  cleared,  whether  he  were  so  committed^ 
or  no. 

Mr.  Secretary  Calvert  saith,  that,  tl^ough  he 
hath  no  commission,  yet,  since  he  percciveth 
the  whole  business  of  the  house  sticketh  at  that 
knot,  he  will  assure  this  house,  that  sir  Ed. 
Sandys  was  not  committed  for  any  thing  said 
or  done  in  pari.  But  the  house  will  scarce  be* 
heve  mr.  Secretary,  but  thinketh  he  equivo- 
cateth ;  and  some  say,  they  are  not  yet  satis- 
fied that  sir  Edwin  was  not  committed  for  par- 
liament business. — Sir  Fm.  Vane  desireth,  that 
mr.  Secretary's  protestation  may  be  entered  ir^ 
the  clerks  ^ook:  which  accordingly  w as  here, 
entered. 

Nov.  26.  Sir  D.  Diggcs  snith,  he  speaketh 
with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  and  desireth  that 
he  mi^  not  b^  misinterpreted  uor  mi^rcported. 
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That,  though  be  be  but  poor,  he  is  neither  am- 
bitious of  honour,  nor  afraid  to  speak  his  con- 
science freely.  lie  would  have  us  now  shew 
our  affection  to  the  king,  so  as  the  king  may 
be  encouraged  to  shew  his  love  to  his  people. 
He  divideth  his  speech  into  3  points.  1.  Con- 
cerning the  state  of  the  Business  of  the  Pala- 
tinate and  what  the  king  hath  (lone  thepein. 
That  the  king  (as  hath  hecn  told  us)  presently, 
on  the  overthrow  of  Prague^  fenl  30,0001.  to 
keep  the  Princfess  of  the  Union  linn  to  the 
Palsgrave:  afterwards  his  inaj.  sent  another 
niei^sage  to  comfort  his  children,  and  tb.at  was 
b'y  sir  Edw.  Villars;  whereby,  and  by  the 
orhei;  carriage  of  his  maj.  in  this  business  of  the 
palatinate,  his  maj.  halh  shewed  hiaiK-lf  a  con- 
stant prince,  in  following  still  his'pious  course 
to  effect  by  treaty  a  peace ;  and,  seeing  that 
cani)ot  be  etfectcd,  the  king  sent  of  late 
40,0001.  to  keep  the  army,  that  isin  the  Pala- 
tinute  under, the  command  of  count  Manslield, 
together.  ^  Now,  though  his  maj.  be  not  tied 
to  j^ive  an  account  of  his  actions  to  any  but  to 
God,  yet  it  hi»th  pleased  him  to  descend  from 
his  royal  prerogative  therein  so  low,  as  to  ac» 
<|uaint  his  houses  of  pari,  with  his  proceedings 
in  this  business;  thereby  endeavourinj;  to  en  t- 
ble  himself  to  prepare  for  a  war,  to  gel  that  by 
force  and  the  sword,  which  he  cannot  by 
treaty. — For  the  2nd  part,  concerning  the  State 
of  Christendom,  hesaith,  that  J?pain  and  Italy 
are  the  siength  and  defence  of  the  Roman  re- 
ligion, and  these  islands  tlie  centre  of  the 
riue  religion :  that  Germany,  France,  the  Low 
Countries,  Poland,  and  some  other  parts  of 
Clniste-ndom  have  some  of  the  true  religion, 
but  most  there  are  of  the  Roman  religion.  In 
short,  the  truth  of  it  is,  that  Spain  is  the  head 
of  the  Roman  religion  ;  and  our  king  is  the  head 
of  the  true  religion  :  that  our  king  seeketh  by 
peace  to  mumtain  our  religion ;  the  king  of 
apain  by  war  to  bring  all  in  subjection  to  his 
religion,  and,  as  it  is  to  be  thought,  to  his 
croWn  :  that  our  king  goeth  to  elTect  his  peace- 
able ends  by  a  secret  way,  but  Spain  by  a  more 
open  way,  and  discovereth himself  tohis  friends. 
Kone  can  llemish  our  king's  care  in  this  mat- 
ter of  religion,  to  end  differences  by  treaty 
vrithout  war,  as  his  maj.  hath  shewed  it  to  all 
the  wor|d  at  several  times  i^pd  pla( cs,  as  pai- 
ticularly  in  Poland  not  long  since;  and  our 
king  also  reconciled  the  king  of  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  and  ended  the  diflerenres  between 
the  Low  Countines  and' the  king  of  Efenmark  : 
that  there  may  be  in^good  people  much  fear, 
nnC  yet  it  may  nqfc^prgcecd  out  of  wmit  of 
affection. j-For  tlie  3mpo^M,  concerning  what 
is  here  at  this  time  principally  to  be  debated, 
that  }ic  thinketh,  that  of  necessity  we  must  en- 
ter into'considf  ptii)n  6^  tbe  Defence  of  the 
Palatjnate,  and  to  miHntain  the  king's  intention 
tiierem  of  a  war.  Ifis  maj,  it  is  well  known, 
blicwed  his  inclination  to  ^  Jp^ACe^  but  now  he 
is  driven  to  a  war ;  in  which  we  are  to  resolve 
(as  he  thinketh)  first,  not  only  how  to  maintain 
those  soldiers  who  are  there,  but  also  to  make 
a  war  of  diversion ;  without  vhicfa,  he  thinkQthy 
^mall  good  will  be  done. 


Sir  Bsnj^  Rudtfard  saith,  that  our  relidoo  is 
battered  abroad  and  moulders  here  at  boae: 
that  he  thinketh,  there  is  none  that  vahies  bu 
soul  at  so  low  a  rate,  as  that  be  will  not  give 
and  spend  his  life  and  goods  tor  the  detencc  of 
it :  that  there  is  now  a  fair  and  thrifty  «*  ay  </peii- 
ed  to  us  for  the  defence  of  our  religioo,  an4 
the  recovery  of  the  riaht  and  inberkance  of ' 
our  king's  children.  Tie  desircth  therefore, 
that  this  house  will  consider  of  a  present  sup- 
ply of  the  anny  in  the  Palatinate,  that  that  bo- 
biness  and  the  dangers  which  may  come  tberebj 
bo  not  \^>ound  up  on  deUvs  till  they  break, 
aiul  so  our  supply  come  too  late. 

Sir  Milc>}  thcUiood  thinketli  that  this  i*  the 
weightic>t  business  that  came  into  tbe  house 
since  he  sat  here :  tliat  our  king's  daughter 
and  her  husband  and  children  are  depriicd  of 
their  inheritance,  and  he  thinketh  it  hath  been 
out  of  their  too  much  coufidence  iu  prioc<fS| 
and  in  the  arm  of  fle-h.  He  saiih,  ^e  are 
bound  to  supply  this  war:  1st,  for  tlie  glory  of 
God:  2,  for  the  honour  of  die  king:  a,  for 
tlie  peace  of  our  country.  For  the  Ijt,  that 
we  cannot  more  glorify  Gud,  than  in  dcjct.diog 
hjs  religion  :  iliat,  since  we  have  dc;trudvd  ouf 
religion,  this  kingdom  hath  been  a  minor  of 
God's  mercy,  an  honour  and  he' per  lo  our 
friends,  and  a^  terror  to  our  enemies,  ^c^-diy, 
for  the  honour  of  the  king,  that  by  ir.is  w^r  we 
shall  maiiilam  the  tiile  of  ilic  kinj^,  ^^  h)  is  s>tjied 
Defender  of  the  Fait'i.  He  would  not  have  os 
neglect  tlje  king,  who  is  so  dear  to  (Jod,  by 
neglecting  hischiidi*en,  who  are  so  dear  to  iitm. 
3r(lly,  for  the  peace  of  iliis  kingdom,  that,  if 
one  or  two  of  the  king  of  Sj^am's  hvc  armies 
do  come  against  the  PtUatinate,  it  may,  witb^ 
out  our  help,  ruin  tiiem,  and  endarger  us: 
that  we  cannot  better  divert  the  pnjectsof 
our  enemies  (who  labour  to  sow  dissention  be- 
tween the  king  and  his  people)  than  by  givixig 
the  king  content  in  this  business,  and  to  busy 
them  with  some  war  abroad,  lie  would  have 
us  provide  for  a  present  ami  future  Supply,  and 
tliat  we  advise  with  the  Lords  both  lor  the 
(quantity  of  tlie  Supply  to  be  given  for  the  war, 
and  touching  the  manner  and  tlic  gOFcraor^ 
of  it. 

Sir  Jamet  Prrroit  would  have  us  consider 
first,  for  the  maintenance.Qf  religion  in  general; 
and  then  particularly,  for  that  ii^  the  Paiati* 
nate.  This  kingdom  hath  heretofore  van* 
quishcd  France,  supported  the  Netherlands,* 
supplanted  Wales,  anionted and  assisted  Spain, 
and  done  man?  other  noble  actions ;  and  there- 
fore he  holdetli  it  a  grpat  dishonour  for  our  na« 
tiop  to  sit  down,  and  not  shew  oursclv&i  fo^ 
the  defence  and  recovery  of  the  Palatinate, 
l^t  he  would  have  us,  in  like  manner  consider 
what  we  are  now:  tlie  countrv  is  poor,  but 
the  kingdo^i  is  not;  for  all  the  best  part  of  tha 
wealth  of  the  kingdom  is  contained  within  tba 
walls  of  this  city :  that  here  is  100,000(.  pet 
ann.  spent  in  Tobacco,  which  would  maintaia 
a  reasonable  army  almost  a  year.  All  tbi 
nobility  and  |;entry  of  this  kingdom  codm 
and  spen4  their  eitates  bc^  cm  toj^  |ew^ 
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«b  and  clothes.  The  East  India  Company 
bare  1,500,0001.  in  bank  here :  the  usurers  of 
this  town  have  a  million,  at  the  least.  He 
^ould  have  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  this 
town,  who  have  no  important  business  or  em- 
|>lovmeut  here,  to  be  compelled  by  a  law  to  go 
and  live  in  the  country ;  and,  though  many  say 
fiieir  wives  draw  them  hither,  yet  laws  will  rule 
their  wives,  though  their  husbands  cannot: 
that  there  is  too'much  excess  of  plate  in  gen- 
tle4nen's  houses  in  the  kingdom.  He  would 
have  us  consider,  what  will  discharge  the  charge 
of  h  war ;  and,  as  we  should  provide  for  that, 
be  would  have  us  likewise  look  to  ourselves  at 
home,  whether  we  want  provision :  ^  Parva 
sunt  arma  fpris,  nisi  sit  consilium  domi/  He 
tliinketb  a  war  of  diversion  is  necessary.  He 
would  have  us  give  as  much  for  a  prcsient  Sup- 
ply as  shall  be  needful,  and  for  the  future  war 
pu  much  as  every  man  is  in  the  Subsidy  book; 
as,  if  he  be  lOl.  he  should  pajr  lOl.  fully.  For 
bis  part  he  is  very  willing  to  give  so  much,  and 
be  d^bteth  not  but  tkuit  will  discharge  the 
war.  uOnly  he  desireth,  that  we  may  have  6rst 
safety  at  home ;  tliat  we  be  not  here  supplanted 
by  those  of  a  contrary  religion  whose  hearts 
are  at  the  king  of  Spain's  service^  and  they 
think  they  ought  to  be  so,  because  he  is  the 
protector  of  their  superstition  and  religion. 

Sir  Edward  SackvUle  saith,  that  the  passing 
bell  now  tolleth  for  religion  and  the  state  of 
the  Palatinate;  it  is  not  dead,  but  dying.  He 
would  have  us  coni»ider  of  2  things:  1.  What 
is  lit  to  be  done  at  this  time :  9,  What  is  unfit 
'  to  now  be  talked  of.  1st,  That  we  should  re- 
member what  we  promised  by  our  Declaration. 
He  would  have  us  bestow  such  a  sum  on  the 
king,  as  will  suthce  rbr  the  present  supply  of  the 
wajits  of  those  soldiers  that  ure  now  in  the  Pa- 
latinate ;  and  this  is  the  business  wliich  is  fit 
to  be  discussed  of  and  done  at  this  time.  2ndly, 
That  it  is  unlit  to  speak  or  discourse  of  any 
(bing  else  till  this  be  effected. 

Sir  liob,  Phillips  saith,  that  the  necessity  of 
^e  affairs  now  in  hand  and  his  duty  calleth  him 
pp,  ai>d  that  he  will  speak  with  a  loyal  heart  to 
the  king  and  this  state,  and  to  the  wants  of  the 
king's  children :  that  the  propositions  now  on 
foot  are,  1.  For  a  present  supply  for  the  Pa- 
latinate :  2,  To  make  a  thorough  war :  the  one 
IS  needful,  the  otlier  necessary :  that  the  states 
who  are  likely  to  hinder  us  are  the  Catholic 
States;  which  consist  of  that  gres^t  wheel  Spain, 
^d  the  little  ones  of  Germany,  both  which 
DOW  fight  against  as  with  a  victorious  swofd, 
Those  who  aria  for  us  may  be  those  of  our  re- 
ligion in  tfie  Low  Countries,  the  Princes  of  the 
Union,  the  protestants  of  France,  and  some 
few  in  other  places;  which  is  biit  ^mall  nssis- 
^nce.  He  prayeth  that  our  sins  have  not  been 
the  cause  th^t  hath'  made  tlie  Princes  of  the 
Union  fall  from  us ;  but  he  hopeth,  they  will  be 
re-united  when  they  shall  see  us  stir  again.  For 
the  Low  Countries,  though  their  forgetful  pride 
bath  made  them  neglect  us,  yet  their  business 
i^:aiiist  the  Spaniard  will  put  them  in  mind  of 
\^i/^  (oMltf  aud|  he  bop<^th;  mc^e  t^ei^  be  as 


firm  to  us,  as  they  are  near  neighbours  to  us; 
and  he  thinketh  it  needful  and  necessary,  that 
they  have  dopenduncy  on  no  slate  but  our's* 
As  for  Fiance,  the  protestants  ihero  are  locked 
up  by  a  civil  war,  so  a;s  there  is  ito  hope  of 
help  thence.  It  is  true,  that  the  king  hatii  car* 
ried  the  affairs  of  the  Palatinate  wisely,  and 
hath  sought,  out  of  his  goodness  and  pious  dis-> 
position,  [i'^  treaty  to  make  peace:  but  he  hath 
therein  been  unfortunate,  for,  whilst  we  hav^ 
treated  of  peace,  they  have  still  gone  on  with 
the  war.  It  hath  been  told  us,  that  the  king 
of  Spain  is  our  friend,  but  every  one  knO\veih> 
that  he  is  the  president  of  the  council  of  that 
war  which  is  made  i^ainst  the  Palatinate;  and, 
for  aught  appearcth,  that  war  movcth  not  but 
by  the  wheel  of  Spain,  who  payeth  all  the  sol- 
diers there.  As  tor  die  duke  of  Bavaria,  he  is 
but  a  petit  prince.  He  would  huve  ua, -con- 
sider, first,  the  honour  of  this  kingdom;  for  he 
isjealousof  it,  because  he  hearcth  how  we  are 
slighted  by  foreign  states:  that  he  thinketh,  God 
is  angry  with  us  for  not  keepiug  the  crow  n  of 
Bohemia  on  the  king's  children's  heads,  and 
therefore  he  hath  punished  them  and  us  with 
the  loss  of  their  own  patrimony,  to  our  shame, 
and  their  sorrow  and  dishonour.  Sndly.  For 
the  Ability  of  this  kingdom,  that  at  tliis  time 
oiw  Trade  is  decayed,  and  the  letters  and  re- 
medies administered  by  the  lords  of  the  coun- 
cil have  wrought  no  good  effects  at  all ;  so  as 
there  is  small  hope  to  do  any  good  in  trade  but 
by  good  laws.  Sdly,  For  our  security  at  home, 
tliat  all  those  papists,  who  are  here  amongst  us^ 
howsoever  they  live,  their  hearts  and  affections 
are  subject  tp  the  king  of  Spain:  that  they  are 
grown  msolent;  they  call  us  already  the  pro- 
tcstant  faction,  and  they  dispute  of  their  re- 
ligion boldly,  as  if  they  had  laws  and  liberty  to 
defend  tlie  same  publickly.  He  desiretli,  in 
this  respect,  that  we  may  proceed  with  some 
course  for  our  safety  at  home,  tliat  they,  %vho- 
are  grown  to  such  a  head  here,  inuy  not  turn 
the  wheel  about,  and  so,  when  they  have  gotten 
us  under,  we  mourn  and  repent  our  want  of  con- 
sideration and  providence.  He  would  have 
us  consider  what  we  caji  do  at  this  time,  and 
what  we  have  already  done.  We  h^ve  ali*eady 
given  two  Subsidies,  and  havo  not  nad  any  bifi 
passed.  He  would  not  have  us,  at  this  time,  to 
grant  any  Subsidy ;  but  fij*st  to  proceed  with 
some  bills  to  satisfy  tlie  country,  and  at  our 
next  meeting  to  grant  Subsidies,  which  meeting 
he  would  have  tihouid  be  as  soon  as  it  shall 
please  his  maj.     I     - 

Sir  Edu%  G{7f« .would  have  us  make  a  tho- 
.  rough  war,  but  so  as  queen  £li^.  did,  to  caricli 
ourselves,  ^  welk^  to  defend  bur  ri^ht  and 
ourselves.  He  saljli,  there  was  a  Jesuit  lately 
taken  in  the  West  Country,  atfd  is  now  at 
Exfiter,  who  saHl,^.  tha?  there  were  500  more 
Jesuiu  here  in  England  at  this  time ;  and  his 
boy  said,  thttt  he  beard  his  master  say,  that  he 
hoped  shortly  to  see  a  new  king  in  England. 
He  would  therefore  have  a  course  first  taken 
to  secure  tlie  king,  prince,  and  kingdom  in 
%h^^   dj^n^erous   ^i^es^   an4   conflqeuce  of 
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papists ;  and  that  afterwards  we  should  con- 
ildcr  how  to  aid  and  give  Supply  for  the^  Pala- 
tinate. He  belicvcth,  that  we  shall  do  no 
^ood  by  treaty,  and  would  therefore  have  us 
treat  with  our  swords  in  our  hands.  God 
Lath  liithcrto  done  much  for  us ;  bnt  we  must 
not  look  for  that  help  from  him  still,  if  we  be 
so  careless  of  his  church  and  the  true  religion. 
Mr.  SeC;.  Calvert  would  have  us  remember, 
Drhy  the  Princes  of  the  Union  disbanded,  and 
left  the  king  ot  Bohemia,  which  was  only  for 
^aut  of  a  Supply ;  but,  how  or  in  what  man- 
lier they  did  it,  he  will  not  mention.  But,  if 
the  king  resolve  to  enter  now  into  a  war,  those 
princes  will  be,  as  it  is  hoped,  and  not  unlikdy, 
reunited,  and  the  king  of  Denmark  and  other 
princes  in  Gennany  wiil  also  declare  them- 
selves for  the  assistance  of  the  Palatinate  ;  for 
our  kin^i^'s  not  declaring  of  himself  heretofore 
in  the  war  made  these  princes  give  over  and 
iforbear  in  -hat  action :  that  the  friendship 
amongst  princes  is  as  their  strength  and  inte^ 
fcst  is ;  and  he  would  not  have  our  king  to 
trust  to  the  king  of  Spain*s  affection.  As  for 
the  delating  of  a  Supply  any  longer,  if  we  do 
it  our  supply  will  come  too  late.  It  is  said, 
our  king  s  sword  hath  been  too  long  sheathed ; 
but  they,  who  shall  speak  to  defer  a  supply, 
jcek  to  keep  it  longer  m  tiie  scabbard. 

Sir  G,  Moore  saith,  we  have  already  made  a 
Declaration,  that  our  hearts  are  ready  to 
assist  for  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate^.  He 
mould  now  have  us  think  what  we  are  to  do : 
if  we  do  nothing,  it  will  be  a  scandal  to  our 
Teli^ion,  considering  the  desperate  case  of.  the 
Palatinate,  and  those  of  our  reljsion  in  foreign 
parts;  and  it  will  be  said,  that  the  king  is  only 
rich  in  the  promises  of  his  subjects,  but  not  in 
their  performance  of  even  needful  supplies. 
He  would  have  us  have  also  consideration  of 
the  poverty  of  the  country,  which  is  to  perform 
what  we  shall  give  ;  and  would  hnve  us  do  it 
so,  as  that  wo  lose  not  their  affections,  but 
iomcthinix  he  would  have  howsoever  done  for 
the  supply  of  the  Palatinate. 

Mr.  I'ho.  Crene  dcsireth  to  be  excused,  if  he 
dissent  from  a  present  eix'on.  We  have  heard 
with  sorrow,  that  our  king's  good  and  peaceful 
intentions  have  had  no  good  success.  There 
is  ever  more  lost  by  treaty,  than  8;ottcn  by  the 
sword.  He  would  have  us  therefore  take  our 
stvords  in  our  hands  :  bnt,  if  we  consider  our 
disabilities,  our  trade  taken  from  us»  and  traf- 
fick  decayed,  we  may  think  it  a  ditficult  mat- 
ter to  proceed  in  a  war.  He  would  have  ub 
consider,  who  maketh  war  against  ns,  which  is 
tire  Spaniard  y  and  against  him,  as  he  con- 
cciveth,  we  are  to  bend  our  forces,  for  it  ib  he 
that  givcth  counsel  and  pay  against  us.  Thene 
is  no  halting  between  two  religions,  and  thercr 
fore  he  likcth  not  that  the  papists  are  so  com- 
'mon  and  bold  in  England,  lie  desircth,  that 
we  might  know  against  whom  we  shall  fight ; 
and  then  lie  would  say,  that,  though  .we  give 
not  now,  we  would  give  at  our  n6xt  meeting. 

Nov.  ^7.  Mr.  Wtflde  saith,  that  it  was  a 
great  'dSSdvantagc  to  Pompcy,  that  he  stood 


only  on  the  defensive,  and  permitted  bis  ene^ 
my  to  offend  and  assail :  that  the  Spaniard  is 
he,  who  only  hath  counselled  and  aided  with 
his  purse  those  who  have  gained  the  Palatinate : 
that  there  is  no  trust  to  be  reposed  in  the  pro- 
nnse  of  the  Spaniard :  those  who  are  of  that 
religion  havfc  dispcusatibos  for.  the  breach  of 
then*  faith.  He  would  not  have  us  defend 
only  the  limbs  and  branches,  but  to  look  to  the 
trunk  and  body  itself.  He  would  not,  that  we 
desire  to  know  only  of  the  king  the  enemy  ' 
against  whom  we  should  go  to  recovei;.tbe  Pa- 
latinate ;  but  would  have  us  let  the  k|bg  kuo«v-» 
whom  we  take  and  hold  to  be  our  ene'iny,  and 
then,  as  we  shall  see  cause,  to  give  a  Supply  j 
but,  in  the  mean  time^  to  provide  for  our  safety 
at  home.  •    ^ 

Mr.  Treasurer  S9i\^,  that  hismaj.  would  Dot 
willingly  break  tvith  the  Spaniard,  till  he  seeth^ 
whether  he  (having  made  so  many  fair  pro-* 
mises)  will  yet  avow  or  disavow  the  actions  of 
the  emperor.  He  would  not,  that  we  should, 
by  our  discord,  add  grief  to  the  commou  and 
general  affliction  wherein  those  of  the  pro* 
ticstant  religion  now  arc  generally.  He  would^ 
have  us  constant  to  our  promise  by  our  declar* 
ration. 

Mr.  Keale  acknowledgeth  his  disability  to 
speak  of  the  great  business  in  hand,  and  will 
deliver  only  what  he  hath  collected  out  of  the 
speeches  of  those  who  have  debated  well  here- 
of:, and  1st,  of  our  doubt  against  whom  we 
should  make  war,  and  who  shou)d  be  our  ene- 
my :  2ndly,  from  whom,  and  in  what  manner 
aid  should  be  given.     For  the  first,  be  saith, 
as  the  Trojan  did,  *  Timeo  dannos  et  dona  fe« 
rentes :'  that  the  Spaniai-d  hath  ever  won  more 
by  his  pistolcts  than  by  bis  bullets :  we  know 
how  the  Spaniard  hath  gained  by  this  n^eans, 
and,  being  gained,  no  man  dares  question  how 
he  got  it ;  '  Dolus  an  virtus  quis  in  hoste  re- 
quirit  ?*  For  the  Snd,  from  whom  and  in  what 
manner  this  aid  shall  be  levied,  none  shall  be 
more  forward  and  wilting  to  give  than  himself. 
Those  for  whom  he  serveth  here  desire  nothin* 
more  than  a  plain  war,  and  therein  they  will 
venture  their  lives  and  estates ;  but  thobc  of 
the  West  Country  are  so  poor,  as  at  his  coming 
thence  the  collectors  of  tlie  last  Subsidy  said, 
they  knew  not  how  to  levy  the  Subsidy  behind. 
He  dcsireth,  that  therefore  in  giving,  the  house 
will  be  pleased  to  consider,  from  whom  the  aid 
shall  come,  and  that  jt  may  be  levied  from 
those  who  are  wealthy,  and  not  accordhig  to 
the  ancient  order,  by  the  lands :  tliat  money  i^ 
bought  beyond  sea  at  a  higher  rate  than  the 
mint  here  will  give  for  it ;  and  that  is  the  rea- 
son, why  ^  much  foreign  coin  brought  in  hi- 
ther is  not  kept  here,  as  it  would  be  otherwise: 
that  the  West  Country  is  so  oppressed  and 
beggared  with  monopolies  and  new  projects, 
as  that  they  of  that  country  are  every  j-enr 
forced  to  be  at  the  charge  of  coming  hitlier  to 
petition  a^inst  it.     He  would  ha>'e  aid  given, 
but  that  bills  should  be  first  prepared  to  pass. ' 
Mr.  P^tnme  saith,  that,  if  we  should  not  now 
givc;  ^ye  frubtrate  the  kiui;'s  exptH^UitiuD  groubdv 
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thFoiner  side,  if  we  do  nothing  but  ^ve,  we 
'  sbail  have  the  discontent  of  the  people,  and  iu-^ 
crease  their  fears  of  religion,  and  bring  a  dis- 
reputation to  ourselves,  having  sat  here  so  long 
and  effeelefi  no.  biUs.  This  is  a  ground  that, 
where  nn  obligation  is  laid  originally,  it  ous^ht 
to  be'  performed;,  but  we  are  to  be  excused,  if 
by  accident  w^  are  disabled  to  perform  it.  lie 
^th,  that' the  1st  part  of  the  Proposition  is  to 
^nd  a  preset  supply  for  the  army  in  the  Pa- 
latinate ;  a»d  the  Snd  part  is  to  send  an  army 
of  our  o\vn  countrymen  thither  to  augment  that 
ailny^*.  chat  this  war  imist  be  supplied  hyr  mo* 
neyif«wberein  we  are  too  weak  for  the  king  of 
Spain ;.  that  we  are  disabled  of  tome  right, 
.which  bclongeth  to  subjects,  to  proceed  in  this 
war;  for  it  is  a  rule,  that,  if  the  hubjccts  of  one 
lin^  do  spoil  tlie  sublets  of  another  king  of 
thoir  goods,,  the  subjects  so  wronged  have  a 
kind  of  interest  to  right  themselves  on  the  sub- 
jects of  the  other  king.  He  <aith,  tliat  we  are 
un6t  to  ilo  any  thing  abroad ,  till  we  are  more 
secure  at  home.  He  would  have  ns  labour  fw 
M  sessions  before  Christmas;  but  would  not 
have  us  have  only  bills,  nor  only  give  a  Supply, 
•but  to  do  both  together.  He  would  have  us 
frame  an  Oath  of  Association,  to  be  ministered 
td,  and  taken  by  all  our  own  nation  and  peo- 
ple; and  that  those,  who  should  refuse  the 
ftame,  should  not  hold  any  office  in  the  com- 
monwi^tk. 

Sir  Rich,  Gronenor  here  out  of  his  papers 
read  the  house  a  large  lecture^ 

Sir  Jama  Perrott  holdctU  the  question  now 
to  be  anfity  and  quid  fit  f  He  thiiikelh  every 
one  is  resolved  and  obliged  to  give;  but  what 
jhall  be  given  lie  neither  can  nor  will  direct 
tliis  hotise  in :  precedents  may  be  created, 
where  there  is  either  urgent  necessitas.  or  evidens 
ntilitas.  There  was  an  Oath  of  association  in 
Elizabetli's  time.  He  would  have  us  be  hum- 
-blc  suitors  to  his  maj«  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  religion,  that  the  laws  may  be  executed 
against  Recusants  :  2ndly,  tliat  there  may  be  a 
supply  made  of  ships  and  munition  for  our 
safety  at  home,  and  that  by  his  royal  connnaiul 
every  shire  (according  to  the  ability  of  it)  may 
provide  ihem  with  sufficient  armour:  iJrdly, 
that  the  general  Pardon  may  be  larger ;  for,  as 
it  hnth  been  used  to  be  granted,  none  or  little* 
good  hath  come  by  it  to  any  body :  4thly,  that] 
bis  maj.  will  not  punish  those,  who  speak  herei 
freely  their  opinions  and  conscience ;  but  that 
we  may  punish  them  here  ourselves,  if  any 
shall  speak  disloyally,  ox  not  with  due  respect 
and  duty  to  his  majesty. 

Su*  Ed.  SackviUe  doth  not  think  thb  king- 
dom so  poor  and  beggarly  as  it  is  said  to  be, 
neither  would  have  us  report  it  to  be  so ;  for 
he  hopetli  we  have  means  to  live,  and  do  as 
much  as  our  ancestors  have  done :  it  is  the 
king  of  Spain  that  hath  laid  out  his  money  to 
gAin  from  us  th^  Palatinate.  He  would  have 
us  give  some  present  Supply  towards  the  keep- 
ing <>£  thftt  which  is  left  ud  in  the  Palatinate ; 


and  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  discover 
plainly,  whether  tl)C  king  of  Spain  be  our 
enemy  or  no ;  which  if  he  he,  then  will  the 
king  without  question,  understanding  of  our 
affections  and  inclinations,  proclaim  a  general 
war  against  him,  and  then  bhall  we  have. our 
desires. 

Sir  J%o.  Wentxcorth  /would  have  us  consider 
of  the  king  and  the  people  together  and  indi- 
visibly :  that  the  lirst  proposition  for  llie  king 
is  for  a  present  supply :  2ndly,  for  an  aid  and 
supply  Ui  send  into  the  Paiatuiate  more  forces 
to  recover  it,  if  occasion  be.  The  first  propo- 
sition o^  the  people  is  thchr  hnmble  desire,  tiiat 
we  may  have  a  se»sion»  befoi*e  Christinas  *.  the 
2nd,  tliat  we  may  notwithstanding  nu:et  again 
in  Feb.  as  was  appointed :  tliut  there  are  4 
degrees  for  our  procec-duig  herein :  1.  That  wc 
should  now  answer  the  king's  lirst  proposition, 
that  we  will  give  a  present  Supply  :  2.  To  de- 
i^ii'e  that  we  might  have  an  end  ot'  the  sessions 
before  Christnjas :  3.  To  consider  of  the  pro- 
position of  tlie  Supply  and  the  manner ;  where- 
m,  he  thinketh,  we  should  do  best  to  advibe 
with  the  lords  of  the  upper  house  by  a  confer- 
ence: 4.  That  we  declare  our  readiness  to 
assist  the  king,  if  he  shall  declare  an  open  war; 
but  that  we  should  expect  till  tha  king  himself 
shall  declare  pnhhckly  an  open  nar. 

Sir  BaI,  Weaon,  clumc,  of  theexchcq.  think- 
eth, tlmt  there  is  a  necessity  that  presseth  us 
very  near  for  to  give  a  Supply :  that  the  king 
hath  done  his  psirt  to  procure  by  treaty  a  peace, 
and  he  would  have  Ub  now,  since  a  peace  may 
not  be  effected  hy  treaty,  to  do  our  parts  for  a 
war:  that  it  is  the  coubtancy  aid  reputation  of 
this  house,  that^  when  in  a  time  of  peace  wc 
have  engogcd  ourselves  for  a  war,  that  we  should 
not  delay  and  be  backward  in  it,  wlien  we  see 
there  is  nothing  but  war  to  he  thought  on  or 
clfected.  Our  Imppiness  hath  been  our  misery  ; 
loiii:  peace  hath  made  u*  unfit  or  war.  There 
arc  3  things  considerable  in  llie  praceeding  for 
war:  1.  For  a  war  ofdiversion (wherewith  this 
kingdom  hath  been  often  swccteiu;^)  where  to 
he  :  2.  For  the  scouring  up  ofour  old  friends  : 
3.  For  tlie  preserving  of  pur  rwn  country;  for 
he  thinketh  it  a  preposterous  course  to  seek  to 
gain  otlier  countries,  and  peruit  our  own  to  be 
taken  from  us. 

Mr.  SoiUcitor  saith,  that  there  are  2  parts  to 
be  spoken  to  :  1.  Whether  we  shall  now  resolve 
to  give ;  and  for  this  he  will  not  so  much  doubt 
the  affection  of  this  house,  as  now  to  persuade 
or  question  it :  2.  What  :be  proportion  shall 
be  ;  how  far  for  us  to  proceed,  and  how  it  shall 
be  disposed  He  dcsireth,  first,  that  the  former 
proposition  be  now  put  to  the  question,  that 
we  may  not  this  day  rise  without  (havint* 
heard  so  many  good  speccios  ol'the  fitness  and 
necessity  of  a  present  ;^upply)  resolving  on 
some  conclusion  or  determination. 

Sir  Edzi\  Cooke  saith,  th«t  he  hath  here  a 
bonk  made  by  an  Engli<^iman  TIi<paniolized ; 
which  book  scandals  thn  state  and  also  queen 
Elizabeth,  and  highly  rerommendeth  the  kinj 
of  Spain;  with  v\hom,  Ue  saith,  he  will  no> 
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haUt)  as  w«  are  by  that  natural  Uazii^star.  He 
would  not  now  have  m  pat  it  to  the  questioB, 
wilder  we  will  give  a  present  Suf^ly  or  no.  If 
w«  gi?e  Sqbskltes  now,  tbej  Cannot  possiblj 
be  levied  to  come  so  soon  as  theSopplv  is  need* 
ful  to  b^  sent  into  the  Palatinate.  He  would 
have  OS  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  hereoi, 
and  to  ripen  it  tor  the  bouse,  that  we  may  the 
better  know,  how  mon^  may  be  presendy 
raised  for  a  present  Supply. 

Mr.  Aywd  saith,  that,  skice  tbe  Fewder 
Treason,  the  papists  say,  there  hath  been  Ba 
practice  against  oar  king ;  and  he  wish#^,  that 
now,  on  our  loose  wi3i  Spain,  those  who  are 


meddle  but  se  defendendo.  This  book  is  called 
••  A  Declaration  of  the  AflBairs  of  Holland." 
He  saith,  he  nill  speak  of  8  things.  1.  He  will 
shew  that  the  laws  against  the  Jesuits  are  just 
and  merciful :  %.  That  God  hath  wonderhilly 
protected  th<jse  of  our  religion  :  3.  That  God 
nath  particularly  protected  and  blessed  our 
kingdom.  For  the  first,  that-  2  Elir*  Pope  Pius 
V.  otFered  to  that  famoifs  queen,  that  the  Eu- 
charist should  be  administered  under  both  kinds 
and  many  other  greater  matters,  so  as  she 
would  acknowledge  him  to  be  the  head  of  the 
church  :  t)mt  the  said  queen  never  did  make 
laws  against  the  Jesuits,  till  she  was  thereto 
provoked  by  themselves  and  ilieir  conspiracies : 
that  in  13  Eliz.  she  made  laws  only  against 
Bulls,  because  there  were  Bulls  sent  hither  to 
disclmrge  her  subjects  of  their  allegiance: 
85  Eliz.  she  made  the  first  laws  against  Papists ; 
S6  Eliz.  she  made  laws  against  .fesuits  and  Se- 
minaries, because  they  priictised  to  kill  her : 
tl)at  in  1588,  whilst  our  commissioners  were  in 
Spain  treating  of  peace,  there  came  hither  the 
Grand  Armada:  tliat  there  was30,000l.  given 
to  Lopuz,  who  read  tothe  ooecn  in  philosophy, 
to  poison  the  queen  whilst  ne  did  read  to  her : 
and,  a  little  before  this  should  have  been,"  there 
%a8  scut  a  book  hither  colled  "  Andreas  Philo- 
pater,"  made,  as  it  was  thought,  by  the  Jesuit 
pai-sons,  to  profess  the  people  with  an  ill  opi- 
nion of  their  prince,  that  so  they  might  the  ea- 
lier  etTect  their  conspiracies  :  that  the  Papists 
afterwards  prartiscd  to  poison  the  pommel  of 
her  saddle,  that  so  she,  faying  her  hand  on  it, 
might  he  poisoned.  Walsinghara,  a  Monk,  no- 
teth,  fi>l.  5.  that  the  first  rot  (or  scab)  that  came 
amongst  our  skep  was  brought  hither  by  one 
out  of  Spain  ;  lud  every  one  knows,  that  Mor- 
bus Galhcus  cane  first  from  Naples,  which  is 
one  of  the  king  (/Spain's  domhiions.  Wliereby 
we  mav  see,  tlitt  there  never  came  hither  any 
thing  from  .Siiam,  that  did  not  either  damage 
us,  or  en'.loavour  it :  that  he  is  sorrv  there  is  so 
common  access  to  the  Spanish  mnbassador's 
bouse:  that  15nlen  harboured  within  the  walls 
of  Troy  did  th<  Trojans  more  hurt;  than  lU 
years  siege  did  :  Uie  papists,  our  enemits,  are 
here  in  our  bosom,  so  as  we  are  not  in  stifcty 
at  home.  He  wll  not  look  to  what  we  have 
already  given,  iwr  think  on  the  Subsidy  to 
be  paid  m  May,  but  wdnld  have  us  think  of 
something  now  lo  be  done ;  but,  before  we  do 
resolve  to  give  any  thing,  he  would  have  us  go 
Qji  with  the  business  of  the  house. 

Sir  Hob.  Fhillips  saitli,  tliat  those  princes 
are  most  protected  br  God,  who  rely  most  on  his 
protectiop  t  that  ^ve  have  received  3  great  bless- 
mgs  of  God  innhe  king  for  us,nnd  us  for  the 
king.  1.  The  preservation  of  his  maj.  in  Scot- 
land (from  Goury's  Plot)  for  us  :  5.  Us  for  the 
king  in  1588:  and  3.  The  king  and  both  houses 
of  pari,  from  the  Ginpowder  Treason  here  in 
this  place,  that  we  uav  do  him  service  :  that 
Spain  hath  ever  and  Vill  still  make  the  Romish 
religion  the  great  wha?l  or  engine  to  effect  his 


about  the  king  should  look  that  he  be'  not 
dangered^  He  woaki  bave  us  look  on  Englftod 
as  well  as  the  Pakitinate,  and  proceed  with  tbe 
business  of  the  hous^  and  the  o^ply  both  to* 
gether^ 

Mr<  Seijeanit  Atfiley  saitb^  tbat  he  dnnkctli 
there  may  be  a  present  Supply  given,  bat  he 
would  have  the  bumess  or  the  house  go  I»n4 
in  hand  with  that  of  the  Suj^y.  He  would 
have  ns  give  for  a  present  Supply  one  sebskij 
and  two  ISths. 

Sir  JhI,  Onar^  master  of  the  rolls,  would  not 
have  it  put  to  the  question,  whether  we  shatt 
ffive  or  no.  He  thinketh  the  business  will  be 
best  debated  at  a  committee. 

Sir  Wm.  ^iroudc  thinketh,  none  but  popisb-' 
hearted  people  will  give  with  an  Ul  heart  to  sup-r 
ply  the  army  in  the  Pahitiiiatc ;  and  would  have 
a  committee  to  consider  of  this  business. 

Sir  Nath.  Rich  would  have  it  cleared,  whetlier 
we  are  hound  or  no  by  onr  I>eclaration  to  gHe  ; 
for  he  thinketh  we  are  not  thereby  bound,''an(| 
desireth  to  have  it  decided,  because  othent  ise 
it  may  seem  to  take  from  the  freeness  of  what- 
soever  we  shall  now  give.  He  would,  have  Ida 
maj.  know  of  our  proceedings  here  in  this  bu»- 
nesH  before  we  resolve  on  giving  a  Supply,  and' 
would  have  a  committee  appointed  tor  that 

fnirpose.  He  would  have  expressed  some  so- 
cmn  declaration  of  our  sorrow  for  tbe  lament- 
able state  of  our  religion,  and  that  in  tliis  busi- 
ness we  sliould  begin  with  God.  He  woold 
have  a  Ijengue  confirmed  l>etween  us  aflCL.tfio 
Princes  of  tlic  Union,  by  act  of  pari,  according 
to  ancient  precedents :  and  then  tliat  we  con- 
sider ot'  our  safety  here  at  home,  and  next  of 
war  abroad. 

Mr.  /.  Finch  saith,  that  he  taketh  it,  that  we 
tare  now  past  all  hope  of  peace;  and  then,  a 
'war  being  necessary,  tie  thinketh  we  ahoald  de* 
hate  and  determine  of  what  war ;  whether  ooly 
of  that  in  the  Palatinate,  or  ef  a  thorougo 
war.  He  would  have  tlie  Supply  and  bills  go 
hand  in  hand. 

Sir  2>ud.  Digges  would  have  it  pnt  to  the 
onestion,  what  we  have  done  here  these  two 
days ;  but  it  cannot  be  answered,  for  we  have 
here  only  discoursed  of  our  grief  for  tbe  genend 
afflicted  estate  of  Religkm  and  of  the  Palati^ 
nate^  but  have  not  yet  ripened  any  thing  lor 
the  question.    He  thinketh,  we  are  not  so 


ambitious  ends.   He  crayeth  God,  that  *e  may    strictly  tied  by  our  Dcchtration  to  give  a  Sup- 
be  warned  by  our  poW  blazing  star^  (the  la-  I  ply;  as^  it  is  said  abroad^  and  yet  we  wc  S9 
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ebiigedy  as  we  cannot  well  disch^r^e  it  without 
giving  some  present  Supply.  The  question,  he 
thinketby  is  to  be,  whether  we  will  give  a  pre- 
lent  Supply  for  the  preservation  of  Uie  Palati- 
nate or  no.  Uc  would  have  us  also  appoint  a 
eommitteey  to  debate  of  what  Supply  we  will 
give,  and  howsoori  we  are  to  give  it ;  but  what 
ive  shall  agree  to  give,  he  would  have  given  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  barliamentary  course. 
Sir  Geo.  Moore  saith,   that,  there  being  in 

J|ueen  EUzaoetli's  time  demanded  here  an  aid 
or  the  Low  Countries,  it  was  referred  to  a 
(M>mmittee  to  consider  of,  and  it  is  a  good  thing 
to  follow  good  and  ancient  precedents  in  such 
weighty  causes  and  businesses. 

Mr.  Towerion  saith,  tliat  a  Supply  cannot 
be  returned  by  bills  of  exdiange  into  the  Pala- 
tinate, if  it  were  provided,  in  less  time  than  2 
Bionths,  whereof  he  desireth  this  house  well  to 
consider. 

Sir  Guy  Palmes  saith,  that  the  country  saith, 
that  we  have  already  given  subsidies,  but  have 
brought  them  nothing.  Ue  would  have  us, 
atstj  to  desire  the  Lords  to  go  on  with  the  bills 
that  we  have  sent  up  into  that  house,  and  that 
vfe  here  proceed  with  otliers,  and  that -the  Par- 
don may  be  prepared;  and  then  we  will  giv^ 
cheerfufiy  to  a  Supply. 

Sir  jPra.  Seymour  desireth,  that  a  committee 
may  be  appointed  to  set  down  a  course,  how 
we  should  proceed  in  this  business,  for  other- 
wise we  shall  but  walk  in  a  labyrinth :  and 
that  a  course  be  taken  in  the  mean  time,  that 
bills  may  be  made  ready  for  a  sessions. 

It  was  then,  Resolved,  "  that  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  house  be  appointed,  to  consider. 
1.  Touching  the  state  of  Religion,  and  for  a 
Petition  to  his  maj.  for  £3£ecution  of  Laws 
jigaiiist  Jesuits,  Papists,  &c.  2.  Of  what  Sup- 
ply fit  for  the  present,  for  the  Palatinate,  when, 
and  of  the  manner.  3.  And  for  a  Petition  to 
bis  maj.  for  passing  Bills,  and  making  an  end 
of  this  session  before  Christmas.*' 

Noy.^.  At  a  committee :  the  Speaker  go- 
ing out  of  the  chair,  and  sir  Edw.  Coke  being 
put  into  it^ 

Sir  James  Perroti  saith,  tliat,  according  to 
the  order  3resterday,  we  are  first  to  debate  of 
our  Religion  :  that  it  is  the  practise  of  the  pa- 
pists to  educate  their  children  altogether  with 
recusants :  that  himself  had  a  youth  commend- 
ed to  him  by  the  will  of  his  father,  who  was  sto- 
len fVom  him  by  papists,  and  in  one  month  was 
made  a  papist,  and  so  contitmeth :  that  the  pa- 
pists labour  also  by  persuasion  to  seduce  those 
of  our  religion,  and  do  it  by  their  books ;  as  we 
have  seen  •f  late  by  the  book  shewed  here  by 
sir  Edw.  Coke.  He  would  have  all  papists  to 
be  banished  the  town  during  the  pari,  and  a 
punishment  to  be  inflicted  on  such  as  publish 
any  books  or  send  any  youth  tQ  be  educated 
beyond  sea,  or  with  papi&ts. 

Sir  R,  PhilUpg  would  Have  a  select  sub-com- 
mittee appointed,  for  to  set  down  some  hoads 
for  a  Petition  to  be  by  us  presented  to  the 
king,  to  remedy  these  abuses,  and  wrong  to 
ihose  of  our  religion:  and  tlmt  th«  Pctitioo 

Vot.  1. 


may  not  only  be  for  the  making  of  hew  laws, 
but  for  the  execution  also  of  the  old  laws ;  and 
that  such  beads,  as  they  should  gather  to  this 
purpose,  should  be  afterward  Considered  of  at 
this  grand  committee. 

Mr.  Pynme  saith,  that  the  king's  affections 
are  all  good  in  him,  but,  through  malice,  the 
adverse  party  hath  made  ill  use  of  tliera,  and 
for  his  maj.'s  and  our  disadvantage.     God  saw 
all  things  that  he  had  made,  and  said,  it  was 
good ;  and  yet  the  devil,  out  of  malice  to  that 
good,  did  work  the  overthrow  of  man's  salva- 
tion,  lie  observeth  4  especial  affections  in  the 
king,  which,  though  they  are  all  of  them  very 
good  in  his  maj.  yet  are  ihey  abused.     1.  The 
mercy  of  the  king,  out  of  the  abundance  where- 
of the  king  published  in  pari,  that  men's  con- 
sciences ought  not  to  be  forced,  nor  any  man 
ought  to  suffer  for  religion ;  out  of  this  have 
the  papists  wrought  their  ill  ends  and  brought 
divers  dangers  to  this  state.     For  remedy  to' 
this,  he  would  have  us,  by  petition,  to  let  tho 
km^  understand,  that  the  execution  of  laws 
agamst  papists,  forces  not  their  consciences, 
but  prevents  mischiefs ;  and  therefore  he  would 
have  the  papists  used  like  madmen,  and  have 
all  dangerous  weapons  taken  from  them.    The. 
2nd  affection  is  the  too  much  Lenity  of  the 
king,  which  hath  made  papists  insult  and  grow 
too  bold.     Ue  would  have  us  desire  his  ma), 
to  make  himself  the  object  of  his  lenity,  and 
not  the  papists.    The  3rd  affection  is  the  king's 
too  great  bounty ;  whereby,  when  the  kine  hath 
for  reward  of  service  bestowed  the  forfeiture 
of  any  papist's  estate  on  any  of  his  maj.'s  ser- 
vants, the  papists  have  presently  got  the  same 
a^ain  at  very  easy  rates.    The  4th  affection  is 
his  maj.'s  friendship  with  other  States;  that 
other  states,  out  of  a  pretence  of  friendship, 
have  by  importunity  obtained  many  advantages 
against  our  reUgion,  and  gotten  too  large  e. 
Uberty  for  the  recusants  here.    He  desireth,  ho 
may  not  be  misuken  and  tliought  to  tax  the 
king  for  these  things;  but  he  desireth  onlj, 
that  we  should  beseech  his  maj,  not  to  admit 
papists  to  come  so  near  him  to  work  on  his 
affections :  that  we  should  intimate  to  the  king, 
that  none  can  get  greater  popularity  now  thaa 
to  be  a  friend  and  favourer  of  the  papists.— ^ 
lie  would  have  it  ofS^red  to  the  kio^  that  the 
incompatibility  of  the  popish  religion,  of  all 
other  tilings,  works  most  for  the  advantage  pf 
those  princes  who  arc  of  it,  to  effect  the  ends 
of  their  ambition.    He  would  now  have  it  mad^ 
known  to  the  king,  that  the  pope  hatb  blowli 
over  the  fire  of  his  Romish  religion  into  this 
kingdom,  and  that  the  popish  party  here  ar* 
as  tinder  ready  to  take  fire :  that  it  should  be 
told   the  king,  how  the  papists  ffock  tor  the 
Spanish  ambassador's;  which  is  a  thing  in  fo- 
reign parts  not  permitted,  and  whereof  all  are 
very  jealous,  even  in  kingdoms  where  all  are  of 
one  and  the  same  religion.    He  would  have  us 
beseech  the  king,  tha(  there  may  be  a  Com- 
mission from  his  maj.  to  some  men  (whereof  he 
would  have  us  desire  that  some  might  be  of 
this  house,  end  aome  of  4be  upper  £ouse)  te 
4P 
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what  we  shall  here  give  may  be  an  assuraDce 
for  those  who  lay  it  out. 

Sir  Edw.  Coke  would  hare  all  convicted  pa- 
pists to  pay  double  subsidies;  for  they  are 
more  strangers  to  our  faith  aiid  the  good  of  the 
commonwealth,  than  strangers  who,  by  our 
law,  pay  double  subsidies :  and  he  thinketh, 
that  this  addition,  if  it  be  truly  levied,  will 
make  the  subsidy  100,000K 

Sir  Henry  Poole  wouM  have  papists  pay 
double  subsidies;  and  he  thinketh  onesob«dy 
to  be  enough  for  this  time;  and  bopcth,  that 
it^  being  given  with  alacrity,  *»Hl  give  good 
content  to  the  king,  ahd  safely  well  «iiougk 
tlie  present  occasion  and  necessity. 

Sir  Geo;  Mopre  saitli,  if  we  give  not  speed- 
ily, we  diminish  our  aiFcctions  to  the  good  o<* 
the  Palatinate ;  but  he  would  have  a  committee 
of  such  oi  this  house,  as  are  skilled  iu  wariikt 
aft'airs,  to  set  down  a  proportion  what  wt 
should  give. 

Mr.  Alt  or  d  saith,  that  it  belongeth  only  » 
the  kinw  to  make  war,  and  to  us  bnly  to  aid 
him  in  it^  and  not  to  us  to  make  a  war.  He 
liketh  that  one  subsidy  be  given,  but  would 
have  expressed^  in  the  preamble,  the  necessity 
and  weij];hty  occasions  of  omr  giving  this  third 
subsidy,  it  coming  witliin  the  compass  of  one 
year,  that  it  may  not  be  drawn  into  a  precedent 
for  the  like  hereafter- 
Sir  Tho.  Hobbif  would  have  the  papints  pay 
double  subsidies,  and  would  have  power  given 
to  the  justices  of  peace,  as  well  as  to  the  ses- 
sors,  to  assess  the  recusants,  and  that  they 
should  pay  at  their  mansion  house,  wheresoever 
they  dwell ;  for  otherwise  tliey  will  shift  away, 
and  have  no  certain  place  of  abode.  For  the 
recusjmts  now-a-days  pay  nothing  at  all  to 
taxes  or  subsidies,  nor  are  at  the  charge  to  find 
any  annonr  or  horse,  as  other  subjects  do ;  cx- 
cusiiMjT  themselves  that  their  lands  are  all  ia  tht 
kind's  hands  by  the  statute  whereby  two  pans 
of  three  of  their  laud  is  given  to  the  king. 

SirJi»/in  Strav^atat/es  saith,  that  he  liketh 
that  one  Subsidy  be  given,  and  recusants  to  pay 
double ;  for  they  live  here  at  alow  rate  of  ttiat 
other  men  do;  for  tliey  never  undergo  the 
payment  of  any  church  taxes  to  the  pfjor  or 
otliers,  nor  the  charge  of  being  justices  u\ 
pence,  nor  are  ever  made  sherifl^,  and  arc  also 
free  from  divers  other  charges  and  taxes.  And 
he  would  that  all  recusants,  either  convicted 
or  kn(»wn  recusmits,  who  take  the  profits  of 
their  lands,  should  also  pay  double  subsi- 
dies. 

Sir  Nath.  'Rich  saith,  that  the  king  hath  not 
desired  any  thing  this  pari,  of  the  bouse,  where- 
in the  house  hath  not  shewed  their  atfectioas, 
and,  by  the  manner  of  giving  or  granting  it, 
have  exceeded  the  matter  of  tu^  gift ;  and  he 
would  not  have  one  negative  heard  in  any 
thini;  wc  grant  to  diis  king,  and  therefore  dr- 
siretl)  the  question  may  be  put  only  for  ont 
?»uhsi(lv. — It  is,  by  question,  agreed  on  by  this 
coinmittoc,  that  one  Subsidy  shall  be"  given  for 
a  present  Supply  of  the  Palatinate,  and  that 
papi2>ts  cwavicicd  should  pay  double  subsidio^ 


sec  the  laws  here  of  Eni;land  duly  executed 
against  papists.  Arid  be  would  have  these 
thin2;s  offered  to  the  king  by  some  hon.  mem- 
bers of  this  house. 

The  house  being  resolved  into  a  committee 
touching  the  buitiness  of  a  Supply  f(tr  the  Pa- 
hitinatt;  wiicrein  is  to  he  considered  of,  what 
ir>  to  be  giten,  when,  and  in  what  manner. 

Sir  A'«///.  Rich  saith,  that  it  is  to  he  consi- 
dered by  the  Committee,  what  or  how  much 
is  fit  to  he  jiivcn  i  nnd  to  know  this,  wc  aretirst 
■  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Palatinate,  as  it 
stands.  And  for  this  he  would  have  us  appoint 
a  sub-cominiitcc  of  this  house,  of  such  as  know 
the  state  of  the  Palatinate,  and  have  bct?n  in 
the  wari,  and  know  best  the  charge  of  a 
war. 

Sir  Tho.  German  saith,  we  are  now  to  consi- 
der of  a  present  Supply,  to  keep  count  Mans- 
field's forces  and  our*s  in  the  Palatinate  toge- 
ther, and  not  to  consider  of  the  mainteimnce 
of  a  long  war. 

Mr.  Si  Cretan/  saith,  that  the  present  Supply 
is  to  be  i^iven  to  our  countrymen  under  sir  llor. 
Vore  and  to  ctmnt  MansHcld's  army  :  and  that 
tvhich  is  now  to  he  considered  of  is  a  present 
Supply  to  keep  the  forces  in  the  Palatinate 
toi:ether,  and  not  for  a  Supply  of  a  long  war. 

Sir  /{.  PAi////;s  saith,  that  the  present  Supply 
to  \yc  given  is  but  to  maintain  tiie  amiy  there 
for  2  or  '.}  months,  whilst  the  king  doth  labour 
by  mediation  and  treaty  to  get  the  Palatinate, 
lie  would  have  us  give  what  we  think  fit  to  be 
given,  iu  a  parliamentary  course ;  and  he  think- 
C'h,  one  Subsifly  will  he  enough  for  the  present 
Supp'y,  and  therefore  would  have  us  notv  pve 
so  niMch,  as  shall  nmke  up  that  part  of  the 
Subiidy  which  is  ret  unpaid  one  whole  Sub- 
sidy. 

J<ir  r.  Warder  saith,  that  it  appearcth  by  the 
b.>:)ks  in  his  oifice,  that  the  last  subsidy  was 
but  threescore  and  eleven  thousand  pounds  ; 
nnd  a  Ijth  is  usually  !29,OOOK  ;  that  the  nobi- 
htv's  Subsidy  was  included  in  the  threescore 
mid  t.'leven  thousan«l  pounds;  but  the  Subsidy 
of  the  Clergy  is  a  distinct  thinir,  nnd  did  not 
this  year  amount  to  above  20,0(K)I. 

Sir  If'///.  Stroude  would  have  but  one  .Sub- 
.sidy  jiivon  •,  nnd  he  would  have  the  papists  to 
'.  pay  duly  what  by  the  law  they  have  fi)rfeited 
.  to  his  maj.  and  that  they  should  also  be  taxed 
to  give  more  than  what  their  sliares  come  to. 
He  would  havt^  this  subsidy  levied  only  of  the 
principal  i^entleuian  of  the  coimtry  and  that  the 
poorer  sort  should  not  be  taxed  at  all. 

Mr.  Tho.  Crtwe  would  know,  against  whom 
we.  should  E^ive,  that  we  might  pro|x)riion  our 
gitt  secundum  majiis  <^  niiwm.  He  would  have 
us  take  heed  wc  give  not  a  third  Subsidy,  to  be 
paid  within  one  year';  for  there  is  no  prece- 
dent of  it:  hut  yet  he  would  have  a  present 
Supjjly  pivcn,  so  as  we  might  have  some  hi!lb. 
He  liketh  that  tvc  siiould  give  a  subsidy  now, 
but  woi'ld  nor  have  it  to  be  paid  within  the 
f.ouipns>  of  that  year  wherein  we  have  already 
giveu  two  subsidies  to  be  paid  already ;  but 
liie  supply  might  be  otherwise  tukcn  up,  and 
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and  that  this  Sjabsjdy  should  be  paid  in  Fc- 
Ji»ruarY  next. 

Sir  Geo.  Chavxirth  moveth,  thnt  tbc  house 
will  now  tftke  ipr,  To,werson  at  his  word,  and 
in  lieu  of  the  50  or  30  subsides,  wliicli  he  said 
the  raerchant  adventurers  would  give,  that  that 
company  should  lay  out  this  promised  subsidy 
presently,  and  tlwt  the  country  should  pay  it 
in  order. 

Mr.  Secretart/  says,  necessl(ns  est  extrema 
lex :  there  is  a  great  nccessit^of  a  present 
Supply :  that  the  king  hath  already  disbursed 
40,0001,  lately,  for  the  Palatinate,  and  before 
that  so  much  as  doth  amount  to  the  arrearages 
of  the  subsidy  to  come,  and  he  is  to  pay  it 
shortly ;  and,  if  this  subsidy  come  not  sooner 
than  August,  as  is  proposed,  the  king  will  not 
be  able  to  take  up  any  more. 

Sir  Hen,  Foole  would  have  the  Subsidy  paid 
in  Feb.  next. 

Sir  Tko.  Wentzvorth  would  not  have  us  capi- 
tulate with  the  king,  not  to  give  the  sub.sidy 
on  condition  to  have  a  sessions  before  Chriht- 
mas ;  but  would  have  us  petition  the  kiiii^  for 
a  sessions,  without  hope  whereof  he  would  not 
have  given  this  Subsidy.  • 

On  the  Speaker's  going  into  the  Ch«iir, 
Sir  Eday,  Coke  reported,  "  that  the  couimitr 
te€  hfid  resolved  that  two  Petitions  shall  be 
drawn  :  the  Ist  for  the  Advancement  of  Reli- 
gion; the  2nd  for  a  Sessions  betbre  Christmas  : 
that  it  had  also  resolved,  to  give  one  entire 
Subsidy,  to  be  paid  in  Feb.  next,  for  the  ^Jupply 
of  the  Palatinate;  and  that  all  papists  convicted 
shall  pay  (as  strangers j  double  subsidies,  and 
also  all  who  are  known  recusunts,  and  that  they 
shall  be  assessed  by  the  commissioners  for  the 
gubsidy,  in  the  place  of  their  mansion  house, 
or  where  they  have  lands;  and,  if  they  have 
no  mansion  house,  then  where  they  abide,  and 
for  all  those  lands  or  leases,  whereof  tliey,  or 
any  for  them  take  profits," 

Dec.  1.  Sir  Hen.  Foole  rose  and  said. — Mr. 
"  Speaker :  If  we  shall  suffer  the  council  table 
to  call  in  question  such  as  sit  here  for  parlia- 
mentary business,  then  farewell  Endand  ;  that 
which  mr.  Secretary  hath  heretolore  said  in 
excuse  of  this  matter  that  sir  Edwyn  Sandys 
was  not  called  in  question  for  any  thing  he  did 
or  said  in  pari,  satisfieth  not  me  for  these  rea- 
sons :  1.  Because  that  which  was  said  or  done 
was  so  d^ne  or  said  in  private,  whereas  sir  F. 
Sandy's  commitment  is  voiced  throu<j;hout  all 
I^ndand.  2.  IJecause  mr.  Secretary  is  t\  party, 
ana  therefore  no  fit  person  in  this  case.  There- 
fore I  desire  that  some  members  of  this  house 
may  be  sent  to  sir  K.  Sandys,  to  question  hjm 
of  the  cauifC  pf  his  commitment, 

Mr.  Spencer.  That  sir  E.  Sandys  be  sent  to, 
to  send  us  nord,  whether  he  were  committed 
for  parliamentary  matters  in  the  house  or  not : 
for  we  are  not  only  confined  within  these  walls 
with  our  privileges,  but  in  Westrains>ter-hall. 

•  Mr. ^Mallon/.  We  are  intrusted  for  pur 
country.  If  we  lose  our  privileges,  we  betray 
it.  If  we  c;ive  way  to  ilii?*,  we  lose  our  privi- 
lpg«s ;  and  losing  tilem^  wo  deserve  to  be  hang- 


ed. Let  us  not  look  upon  ourselves  only,  but 
upon  our  posterities  al?o.  Those  honourable 
persons  that  sit  about  the  chair,  know  jiot  who- 
tlier  their  posterity  shall  be  privy  councellors, 
or  no.  Neither  are  tlicy  sure  that  children 
sliall  not  be  so  served.  1  have  heard  it  deli- 
vered in  former  parliaments.  That  uo  member 
.of  this  house,  duiing  the  tessions,  should  be 
questioned,  except  it  nerc  for  felony,  murlher, 
or  treason.  Therefore  I  desire,  that'sir  E.  S, 
may  be  sent  for;  and  if  lu^  cannot  come,  that 
he  be  required  to  set  under  his  hand,  as  he  is 
a  gentleman,  for  what  he  wa-*  qucsiioned. 

Mr.  Spencer  said,  oin-  privileges  are  broken, 
which  are  and  ought  to  be  dearer  to  us  than 
our  lives.  Sir  E.  Sandys,  a  worthy  member  of 
this  houbC  hath  been  committed  since  the  ad- 
journment. The  speech  of  that  honourable 
person  (mr.  Secretary  Calvert)  that  spake 
touching  this  mi^tter,  jiave  me  no  satisfaction. 
For  he  said,  it  was  not  for  any  thin^  done  or 
spoken  in  the  hoijse ;  vet  it  may  be  tor  speak- 
ing of  parliament  hu>nieas  out  of  the  houhc. 
I  would  gladly  know,  whether  we  are  not  as 
free  to  speak  in  We^tminhler-hall,  as  here  :  and 
whether  MO  are  a  purl,  in  the  foreuoon,  and 
not  in  the  afternoon.  Thei*  farewell  privile^o, 
and  larewell  England  ! 

Mj".  Chancellor  of  the  Dufchj/  saith,  it  is  an 

easier  matter  to  raise  an  inlUmmalion,  by  the 

specious    title   of  Privileges,   than    to  allay  it 

again :    that   the   apprehen^io.ns   «U'  the    kini^, 

conceniini;  the  commitment  of  sir  E,  Sajulys 

were  great ;  and  king's  hearts  are  in«criiiabje  : 

that,  since  sir  E.  S..  was  itinr>cent  of  whut  he 

I  was  examined  for,  he  desireth,  we  will  not  any 

,  farther  stir  in  the  cause  of  his  coiinnitment ;  k 

I  having  hv^n  o^ily  for  some  apprehunsions  iu 

his  majesty, 

Sir  Hen.  Withcrbi^ton.  I  have  heard  i\\\i 
business  hath  been  questioned  3  times  before 
my  coming  up.  IJtAter  never  questioned, 
than  receive  no  satisfaction.  They  told  nie  .in 
the  country,  you  are  as  like  to  speak  as  any 
man  :  take  heed,  you  sec  niiat  is  become  of  sir 
E.  S.  Yon  aru  bravo  fellows  v  hilst  you  are 
together*  but  wh^t  becomes  of  you  when  you 
are  parted  ?  My  council  is,  to  send  for  sir  E. 
S.  ;  and  if  he  be  sick,  that  he  be  required  to 
make  his  declaration  of  the  cause  of  his  im- 
prisonnKUt. 

Sir  Samnel  Sondes.  If  silence  in  time  of 
necessity  did  not  erjuullv  incur  blame  with  toq 
much  loquacity,  I  should  have  kept  sih'ncc  ut 
this  time :  but  sithence  this  time  and  this  cause 
doth  seem  to  call  me  up  in  particular,  I  crave 
your  patience  to  speak  what  I  know  in  this 
business.  Sonietlnng  hath  been  spoken  by 
way  of  prevention  of  the  king's  justice,  There 
is  no  man  goes  t^bqut  to  lp,y  any  imputation 
upon  his  maj.'s  justice^  hnt  wc  know,  princes 
judge  not  always  by  their  eyes,  but  by  their 
ears.  In  the  1st  place,  they  have  care  of  their 
own  safety ;  and  it  beseems  their  wisdoms, 
upon  jealousies,  to  cuter  into  exarainatio^i  of 
such  as  they  suspect.  And  in  the  2nd  placc^ 
thouijh  I  ^10  very  near  uuto  liiiUj  ye^  I  kpgw^ 
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not  for  what  my  brother  was  examined,  I  know 
not  one  question  tliAt  was  asked  him.  We 
bav^  liberty  and  priviloee,  but  not  to  deny 
kines  to  be  jealous  of  themselves,  and  upon 
aoch  jealousies  to  examine  such  as  they  suspect. 
The  bUte  thought 'fit  to  examine  him  ;  nnd 
then  it  was  fit  he  should  be  restrained,  before 
be  was  examined,  that  bo  he  might  speak  his 
own  thoughts.  He  wrote  unto  me  this  week, 
that  he  was  sick,  and  could  not  do  that  ser- 
vice to  this  house  which  he  desired.  My  hum- 
ble motion  is,  that  the  business  may  rest  till  he 
be  able  to  come  up,  and  t^en  he  may  utter 
his  own  thoughts.  And  t  bat  in  the  mean  time, 
you  would  not  suspect  or  be  jealous  of  those 
proceedings  which  are  just. 

Sir  George  Moore.  That  entry  might  be 
made  in  the  book,  that  after  we  are  once  elect- 
ed, we  should  maintain  our  privileges. 

Sir  fho,  Bellasis,  Tiiat  if  he  be  uot  able  to 
oome,  to  signify  if  he  were  committt  tl  for  par- 
liamentary matters  or  no,  or  examined. 

But  the  house  would  not  be  satisfied.  It 
was  ordered  notwithstanding,  that  sir  Peter 
Hayman  and  mr.  Mnllory  sh6uld  go  to  sir  £. 
Sandys  on  Monday,  to  bring  him  to  the  house 
if  he  were  able,  il  not  to  require  him  to  send 
a  declaration  in  writing,  Whether  he  were  ex- 
amined or  committed  tor  any  parliament  busi- 
ness or  no  ? 

Dec.  3.  Sir  Edward  Coke  reported,  that 
the  committee  of  tliis  house  had  met,  and 
agreed  on  a  Petition  to  be  .delivered_to_the 
King  for  the  matter  of  Ibeligion  and  for  a  Ses- 
sions ;  und  repeated  the  effect  of  the  petition 
before  written . 

Sir  Kdw.  Sackville  would  not  ha\c  the  point 
of  this  Petition,  concerning  the  Marriage  of 
our  prince  with  nocatholick  princess,  &c.  men- 
tioned iu  the  said  petition;  for  it  is  the  privi- 
lege of  princes  to  marry  where  they  list :  and, 
since  we  are  so  careful  of  our  own  privileges, 
he  would  not  have  us  seek  to  limit  our  prince, 
fie  would  not  have  this  house  do  as  Phaeton 
did,  take  in  hand  the  rule  of  a  chariot  which 
appertains  not  to  us ;  lest  it  cause  as  great  a 
confusion  here,  ns  the  other  is  said  an  mflam- 
mation  of  the  whole  world. 

Sir  Jiwes  Ftrrolt  saith,  that  there  are  3 
things  which  make  us  to  mention  that  part  of 
the  Petition,  conceminjj  the  prince's  marrying 
with  one  of  our  own  religion.  1.  Former  pre- 
cedents :  2.  Imminent  peril :  3.  His  maj.'s  pro- 
mise. The  precedents  are  man^:  the  peril 
and  inconveniences  we  see  daily  m  private  fa- 
milies, where  man  and  wife  are  of  contrary  re- 
ligions. He  allegeth  a  lamentable  falling  out 
of  one  mr.  Afclon  and  his  wife,  after  they  had 
lived  6  years  together,  they  being  of  different 
religions :  that  his  maj.  promised  us,  he  would 
not  match  his  s«q  but  for  the  glory  of  God,  his 
church  and  the  realm. 

^  Sir  Rtch.  Weston,  chnnc,  of  the  excheq.  de- 
sxreth  to  know,  whether  ever  fiom  this  house 
there  began  treaties  of  war,  marriage  and  reli- 

S'on,  that  did  succeed  well,  or  were  pleasing  tp 
le  kinp.  He  desiretb  therefore,  that  we  may, 


in  these  things,  be  strenethtaed  wkk  good  pM- 
ccdents ;  lest  we,  instead  of  a  remedy,  prwike 
htsmsy.'sdbpleasure,  by  dealing  with  thiap 
of  so  Inch  a  natare,  without  some  warrant  fiwt 
received  from  his  majesty. 

Mr.  Wentworth  saith,  that,  for  the  qoeatioa, 
whether  the  thing  that  we  meddle  wkh  be  not 
alium  sapere ;  he  saith,  that  in  this  buaaness  we 
meddle  not,  but  with  what  is  for  the  g*?^y** 
God,  and  the  king's  honour;  ami  God  hiinsclf 
doth  allow  usfb  petition  to  him  for  way  thiag 
that  may  be  for  his  jlory  and  chiirOT.  Be 
would  have  the  Petition  qualified :  he  weoid 
not  have  us  press  the  king  to  kt  us  know,  what 
he  inteaded  to  do  concerning  these  things  Wt 
mention  them  in  our  Petitioo,  but  oely  to  ex- 
press therein  die  causes  of  our  foars,  end  iW 
remedies ;  leaving  it  to  his  priuoely  considefip 
tion,  without  debiring  to  know  his  purpoie 
therein. 

Sir  Geo.  Moore  saith,  it  belongcth  to  us  as 
parliament  men  to  put  the  king  in  mind,  what 
are  the  causes,  as  we  conceive,  that  do  or  may 
increase  the  danger  of  our  reli^on;  and, 
amongst  other  things,  to  say,  that  the  hope  of 
the  Match  causeth  the  insolencies  of  the  pa- 
pists, to  the  danger  and  hazard  of  our  retigioo: 
and  so  likewise  for  war,  but  to  tell  our  opi" 
nions,  and  leave  all  to  the  king's  wisdom  aad 
consideration. 

Sir  Hob.  Phillips  saith,  that  this  our  couiss 
being  strengthened  with  reason  and  confirmed 
with  his  maj.'s  invitation,  he  thinketh,  that  we 
need  not  to  doubt  of  his  maj.'s  gracious  ao- 
ceplnnce.  He  saith,  that  the  king  iuvited  us, 
by  a  speech  at  Whitehall,  to  speak  freely  of  the 
Grievances  of  the  kingdom :  that  th^e  was 
never  a  question  of  a  prince  of  EnglaM  to 
marry  with  one  of  a  contrary  rehgion;  aii4 
therefore  he  doubteth  not,  but  we  may  create  % 
precedent  of  it,  if  we  have  not  any:  that  the 
Match  with  Spain,  with  Philip,  and  Mary,  was 
debated  in  pari,  and  she  said,  she  would  dess: 
in  it,  if  the  Match  were  not  found  conventeat 
in  pari. ;  and,  if  she  had  not  blemished  ber 
reiii;n  with  stains  in  other  things,  there  had  re- 
mained a  better  memory  of  her  than  now  there 
doth.  He  would  have  tlie  Petition  go  on,  with- 
out desiring  an  Answer  from  his  maj.  but  leave 
it  wholly  to  his  princely  consideration. 

Sir  Hen.  Fane  desircth,  that  we  should  seek 
for  precedents,  wliethcr  that  the  marriages  of 
princes  have  used  to  be  treated  o{  here,  before 
It  be  sent  hither  by  the  king,  lest  we  grasp  more 
than  we  can  hold  fast. 

Mr.  Henrage  Finch^  recorder  of  Lobdon, 
saith,  h^  knoweth  nothing  in  the  Petition,  hot 
that  we  may  petition  of  to  the  king ;  though,  be 
confesscth,  it  containcth  the  greatest  metcen, 
that  ever  came  within  these  walls.     But  we 
proceed  humbly  by  Petition,  on  the  considerv  j 
lion  of  the  king's  speeches,  that  he  will  never  | 
marry  the  prince  but  so  as  shall  be  for  the  ad-  j 
yancement  of  this  church  and  realm :  that,  if ! 
the  king  should  break  off  the  match,  on  the 
petition  of  this  whole  kingdom,  it  will  satbff  '■ 
all  the  world  of  a  good  reason  so  to  do.    ika^  *. 
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wnce  we  have  proceeded  in  this  Petition  so 
fiur,  he  thinketh  it  were  a  deserting  of  our  re- 
ligion, as  if  we  were  careless,  ^vkng  taken  it 
in  band,  whether  the  prince  did  marry  with' 
ene  of  our  religion  or  no :  that  he  thinketh, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  petition,  hut  what  ma]^, 
with  humhienesSy  very  well  be  presented  to  his 
naiesty. 

Mr.  Brooke  saith,  that  we  prescribe,  by  our 
Petition,  nothing  to  the  king ;  hut,  for  such 
and  such  reasons,  humbly  desire,  that  he  will 
be  pleased  to  think  of  some  match  for  the 
prince,  with  one  of  our  religion.  To  make  war 
or  peace  bolongeth  only  to  the  prerogative  of 
the  king ;  but  we  are  invited  to  it  by  the  speech 
we  had  delivered  us  by  the  command  of  the 
king,  whereby  we  were  told,  that  there  was  no 
hope  of  peace.  On  which  proposition  and  in- 
vitation, wc  humbly  beseech,  by  Petitioo,  the 
king  to  consider  of  the  best  course  for  ^  war : 
and  therefore,  since  these  things  originally 

Erocced,  not  from  us,  but  the  kii^g,  he  would 
ave  us  proceed  in  it. 

Mr.  Tho.  Crewe  saith,  it  is  a  wonder  to  see 
the  spiritual  madness  of  such,  as  will  fell  in 
love  with  the  Roilnish  harlot,  now  she  is  grown 
so  old  a  hag.  There  is  a  statute  H.  S.  that, 
if  a  priest  did  tie  with  bis  own  wife,  it  was  fe- 
lony ;  but,  if  he  committed  adultery  with  ano- 
ther, it  was  not  held  as  any  great  offence.  It 
is  an  inherent  prcro{|ative  of  the  king  to  make 
peace,  war,  qall  parhaments,  dec.  and  to  match 
ois  son,  as  well  as  any  private  father;  but 
therein  the  subject  hath  an  interest.  It  is  one 
thing  to  assume  authority  or  interest,  and  ano- 
ther numbiy  to  shew,  by  Petition,  what  may 
he  prejudicial  to  the  king  ami  state :  that  iu 
the  time  of  Rich.  3.  an  ill  king,  there  were 
knade  the  best  laws  for  the  good  of  the  subject: 
that,  in  Elizabeth's  time,  the  treaty  of  her  mar- 
.riage  was  here  in  this  house,  and  the  Petition 
of  this  house  to  her  concerning  it  was  by  her 
lovingly  accepted ;  because  it  did  beseech  her 
to  marry  without  limitation ;  and  so  do  we  pe- 
tition to  the  king  for  the  prince,  without  limit- 
ing either  time  or  persoq.  There  is  a  speech 
to  pari,  in  print  (see  p.  703),  wherein  that 
queen  doth  express  to  the  pari,  her  intent  to 
many  in  a  convenient  time.  And  we  conclude 
nothing  in  our  Petition,  but  leave  all  to  the 
kin^s  pleasure. 

Sir  Edw,  Coke  saith,  '  melius  est  rccurrere, 
quam  male  currere.*  It  is  true,  that  the  fa- 
ther, even  amongst  private  men,  should  have 
power  to  marry  his  children.  The  indisputaMe 
prerogatives  of  the  king  are,  to  make  peace, 
war,  and  marriages  for  nis  children  :  but  this 
is  a  Petition  of  remembrance  or  grace,  without 
desiring  an  Answer :  that  we  have  Heard  from 
'  the  lords,  that  peace  is  denied  the  king,  and 
that  the  voice  of  Bellona,  not  the  turtle,  must 
be  beard ;  and  that  the  king  must  either  aban- 
don his  children  or  engage  himself  in  a  war, 
and  that  on  a  standing  war.  And  this  is  a  ground 
(coming  from  the  king)  to  invite  us  to  as  much 
as  is  contained  in  the  Petition,  for  the  marriage 
of  ftiG  prince,  that  we,  by  this  Petition  do  en- 


deavour to  second  our  former  Petition  ag%insc 
recusants,  and  set  down  in  this  Petition,  that 
the  hope  of  this  match  doth  make  the  papists 
insolent,  and  do  humbly,  by  petition,  without 
expectation  of  an  answer,  by  way  of  remedy, 
beseech  his  m^,  for  the  cutthig  off  of  their 
hopes,  to  marry  the  prince  to  one  of  his  own 
religion,  and  this  without  any  tarther  limita- 
tion :  and  this  may  serve  as  an  answer,  when 
his  maj.  shall  be  again  solicited  for  the  match. - 
That  £dw.  3.  did  confer  with  the  Commons, 
for  his  marriage ;  but  this  conference  raoved 
from  the  king  himself:  that  42  Edw.  3.  the 
king  having  a  war  with  a  foreign  prince,  and 
growing  weary  with  bearing  his  annoiir,  did 
treat  for  a  peace,  and  he  acquainted  the  Com- 
mons with  the  treaty :  .and  the  Commons,  by 
petition,  did  beseech  him,  that  he  would  -take 
his  sword  in  his  hand ;  for  a  just  war  was  bet- 
ter ihan  a  dif^ honourable  peace.  He  she'w  eih 
a  record  of  4  lien.  5.  entitled,  *  Tlie  bafcty  of 
the  Lords  and  the  Commons/  where  it  is  set 
down,  That  it  shall  hold  for  ever,  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Commons  themselves  to  talk 
of  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  grievances 
and  remedies  thereof:  that  the  writ  of  sum- 
mons sheweth,  that  we  are  called  hither  fur 
the  defence  and  state  of  the  king  and  kingdom, 
and  the  religion.  He  tliinketJi  the  Petition  to 
be  good,  and  liketh  it,  in  omnibus. 

Mr.  Not/e  saith,  that,  by  the  debate  of  this 
business,  he  is  grown  to  some  resolution,  and 
yet  he  hath  some  doubt.  He  saith,  that  the 
growth  and  insolency  of  the  papists  doth  lie 
within  our  co<;nisances,  and  we  may  treat 
of  it.  He  liketh  the  form  and  manner  of  tlie 
Petition.  His  doubt  ie,  and  he  desircth  to  be 
resolved,  whether,  if  we  petition  for  war  against 
the  king  of  Spain,  we  do  not  break  tlie  league 
with  the  Spaniard.  He  doth  not  conceive, 
that  it  is  more  lawful  for  us,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, to  invade  any  of  the  Spaniard's  territo- 
ries, because  he  hath  aided  the  emperor;  than 
for  the  Spaniard,  during  our  truce  or  league, 
to  invade  any  of  our  temtories,  because  our 
king  hath  aided  the  Palatinate  against  the  em- 
peror. *And  he  dcsiieth  herein  first  to  be 
cleared  of  this  doubt. 

Mr.  SoUcilor  saith,  he  will  not  enter  into 
dispute  of  so  high  a  point,  as  the  doubt  pro- 
pounded by  mr.  Noye  i  only  thus  much  he 
saith  to  it,  that  we  do,Jn  the  Petition,  but  de- 
liver our  opinion,  and  refer  all  to  the  king's 
judgment.  He  wisheth,  that  this  doubt,  being 
of  so  high  a  nature,  may  receive  no  debate 
here ;  but  that  we  should  give  up  our  Petition 
as  it  is,  referring  all  such  like  considerations  to 
the  kiu'/s  wisdom.  And  he  saith,  if  we  are 
commanded  by  God  to  petition  to  him  for  such 
things  as  we  desire,  he  thinketh,  we  may  boldly 
petition  to  the  king,  his  lieutenant.  He  would 
nave  to  be  inserted  into  the  Petition  expressly 
in  words  (to  avoid  all  misinterpretations)  that 
we  do  not  seek  to  prejudice  or  blemish,  in  tlie 
least  point,  his  iua).*s  i-oyal  prerogative. 

The  Speaker  saith,  that  this  is  not  a  Petition 
as  concerning  the  nmtter  of  religion  and  the 
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Dccusants,  but  only  a  mere  remonstrance,  and 
that  it  is  a  Petition  for  the  sessions  only. 
'  Sir  Tho.  Wentwoi'th  would  have  the  Petition 
go  by  itself,  and  the  Remonstrance  by  itself. 
Sir  RoIk  PhiUips  saith,  that,  as  it  now  is,  the 
•    RenaonstraiAce  and  the  Petition  are  something 
involved  one  in  the  other ;  and  iheretbrc  he 
vould  have  a  comraittee  to  take  it  presently 
into  the  committee  chamber,  to  make  them 
more  distinct;  and  would  have,  at  the  end  of 
it,  two  or  three  words  added,  that  we  seek  not 
to  touch,  in  the  least  point,  on  the  royal  prero- 
gative. 

Mr.  GlantUe  would  not  have  added,  to  the 
end  of  the  Petition,  any  clausie,  that  we  do  not, 
by  this  Petition,  seek  to  prejudice  the  royal 
prerogative ;  lest  wc  thereby  lose  something  of 
our  own  privilejrcs,  to  treat  in  this  manner  of 
businesses  of  tljis  nature. 

Sir  i>wrf.  Dirges  desirctb,  that  mr.  Glanvile*s 
motion,  for  the  privile«j;cs  of  this  house,  may 
not  hinder  the  course  and  inclination  of  this 
house,  to  insert,  in  the  end  of  the  Petiiion,  this 
clause,  "  That  we  seek  not  to  make,  hereby, 
any  breach  of  the  Privileges  of  the  royal  pre- 
rogative." 

petition  and  Hemomtrance  of  the  Comtnonx 
ocainst  Fopety — the  Spanish  Match^  <5c.]  A 
Committee  accordingly  retired  into  tiie  coni- 
mitiee  chamber,  to  insert  those  words,  to  avoid 
aJi  scruples  and  misinterpretations ;  which  be-  j 
ingd(me,.it  was  ordered,  that  the  Remonstrance  j 
and  Petition  aforcsaifl,  with  tliis  Addition,  and 
the  Petition  annexed,  sj»all  be  thus  presented 
to  the  king: 

"  To  the  KinjT*s  most  Kxcellent  Majesty, 
*'  Most  ijracious  and  dread  Sovereign ;  \Vc, 
yourmaj.%  most  humble  and  lo)'al  sulyects,  the 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  now  assembled 
in  parliament  who  represent  the  (Commons  of 
your  realm,  full  of  hearty  sorrow  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  comfort  of  your  royal  presence, 
and  the  rather,  for  that  it  proceeds  from  tlie 
want  of  your  health,  wherein  we  all  unfcign- 
e<ily  do  i»uircr;  in  all  huntble  manner  calling 
to  mind  your  gmcious  Answer  to  our  former 
Petition  concerning  Religion,  which  (nfttwitli- 
standing  your  maj.'s  pious  and  princely  inten- 
tions) hath  not  produced  that  good  effect,  which 
the  danger  of  these  times  do  seem  to  us  to  re- 
quire ;  and  finding,  how  ill  your  maj.'s  pood- 
T\css  hath  been  requited  by  princes  of  dilTereut 
religion,  who  (even  in  time  of  treaty)  have 
taken  opportunities  to  advance  their  own  ends, 
tending  to  the  subversion  of  religion,  and  dis- 
ftdvantaire  of  yqur  aftairs,  and  the  estate  of 
your  children;  by  reason  whereof  your  ill- 
alVcctcd  subjects  at  home,  the  Popish  Recu' 
sants,  have  taken  too  nmch  encounigcment, 
and  are  dangerously  increased  in  their  number 
and  in  their  insfilencies.  Wc  canrmt  choose 
}n\t  be  sensible  thereof,  and  therefore  humbly 
represent  what  wc  conceive  to  be  the  C'auses 
of  >o  great  and  growing  Mischiefs,  and  wh^t 
may  be  the  Remedies. 

Causes. 
<*  I.  The  vigilancy  ancj  ambition  of  the  Pope 


of  Rome  and  bis  dearest  son ;  the  one  suining 
at  as  larirc  a  temporal  monarchy,  a*  the  other 
at  a  spiritual  supremacy.     2.  The  devilish  po- 
sitions and  doctrines  whereon  popery  i«  built 
and  taught  with  authority  to  tneir  followers, 
for  the  advancement  of  their  temporal  ends, 
3.  The  distressed  and  miserable  estate  of  the 
professors  of  our  religion  in  foreign  parts.  4, 
The  disastrous  accidents  to  your  maj.'s  child- 
ren abroad,  expressed  with  rejoicing,  a^d  cveii 
with  contempt  of  their  persons.  5.  The  strange 
Confederacy  of  the  princes  of  the  Popish  Re- 
ligion, aiming  mainly  at  the  advancement  of 
theirs,  and  subverting  of  ours,  and  taking  the 
advantages  conducing  to  that  end  upon  all  oc- 
casions.    6.  The  great  and  many  armies  raided 
and  maintained  at  the  charge  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  the  chief  of  that  league.    7.  The  expect- 
ation of  the  Popish  Recusants  of  tJie  Match 
with  Spain,  and  feeding  themselves  with  great 
hopes  of  tlie  consequences  thereof.      8.  Tb« 
interposing  of  foreign  princes  and  their  agents, 
in  the  behalf  of  Popish  Recusants,  for  conni* 
yance  and  favour  unto  them.     9.  Their  open 
and  usual  resort  to  the  houses,  and,  which  is 
worse,  to  the  chapels  of  foreign  ambassador^. 
10.  1  heir  more  than  usual  concourse  to  th« 
city,  and  their  frequent  conventicles  and  confe- 
rences   there.      11.  The    education   of   their 
ciiildren  in  many  several  seminaries  and  houses 
of  their  religion,  in  foreign  parts,  appropiated 
to  the  English  fugitives.  12.  The  Grants  of  their 
just  Forfeitures  intended  by  your  maj.  as  a  re- 
ward of  service  to  the  grantees ;  but,  beyond 
your  raaj.'s  intention,  transferred  or  compounded 
for,  at  such  mean  rales,  as  will  amount  to  little 
less  than   a  toleration.      13.   The   licentious 
printing  and  dispei-sing  of  Popish  and  seditious 
books,  even  in  the  time  of  pari.  14.  The  swarms 
of  Priests  and  Jesuits,  the  common  incendiaries 
of  all  Christendom,  dispersed  in  all  paits  of 
your  kingdom. 

The  Effects. 
"  And  from  these  Causes,  as  bitter  roots,  w6 
humbly  offer  to  your  maj.  that  we  forsee  and 
feiy  there  will  necessarily  follow  very  dangerous 
Eifects  both  to  chun*h  and  state.  For,  1.  T'he 
Popish  Religion  is  incompatible  with  ours,  in 
respect  of  their  positions.  Q.  It  drawcth  with 
it  an  unavoidable  dependency  on  foreign  prin- 
ces. 3.  It  openeth  too  wide  a  gap  for  popula- 
rity, to  any  who  shall  draw  too  great. a  party. 
4.  It  hath  a  restless  spirit,  (Uid  ^vill  strive  by 
these  gradations;  if  it  once  get  but  a  conni- 
vance, it  will  press  for  a  toleration;  if  that 
should  be  obtained,  they  must  have  an  e<juality  ; 
from  thence  they  will  aspire  to  superiority,  and 
will  never  rest  till  they  get  a  subversion  pf  the 
true  feligjon," 

Th|:   RE&fEDIES. 

"  The  Remedies  against  these  growing  evils, 
\Yhich,  in  all  humility,  we  otfer  unto  your  mos( 
exeellept  maj.  are  these:  1.  Tliat  seeing.this 
inevitable  necessity  is  fallen  upon  yojr  maj, 
which  no  wisdom  or  providence  of  u  peaceable 
and  pious  king  can  avoid;  your  maj.  would  not 
omit  this  jui>i  occasion,  speedily  and  cffcctu^llj- 
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to  take  yoor  sword  in  your  hand.  2.  Tliat 
once  undertaken  upon  so  honourable  and  just 
grounds,  your  maj.  would  resolve  to  pursue,  and 
more  publickly  avow,  the  aiding  of  those  ol*  our 
religion  in  foreign  parts ;  which  doubtless  would 
re-unite  the  Pnnces  and  States  of  the  Union, 
by  these  disasters  disheartened  and  disbanded. 
8.  ITiat  your  miy.  would  propose  to  yourself 
to  maui^e  this  war  with  llio  best  ar\vantnge,  by 
a  diversion  or  otherwise,  as  in  your  deep  judg- 
ment shall  be  found  fittest;  and  not  to  rest 
upon  a  war  in  these  parts  only,  which  will  con- 
sume your  treasure,  and  discourage  your  people. 
4.  That  the  bent  of  this  war,  and  poii>t  of  your 
fword,  may  be  against  that  prince,  (whataocver 
opinion  of  potency  he  hath)  whose  armies  and 
treasures  have  first  diverted,  and  since  main- 
tained the  war  in  the  PiUatuiate.  5.  That  f(»r 
securing  of  our  peace  at  home,  your  maj.  would 
be  pleased  to  review  the  parts  of  our  pctitioo, 
formerly  delivered  unto  your  maj.  and  hereunto 
annexed  ;  and  to  put  in  execution,  by  the  care 
of  choice  commissioners  to  be  thercimto  espe- 
cially appointed,  the  laws  already  and  hereafter 
to  be  made  for  preventhig  of  dan<rers  by  Popish 
Hccusants,  and  their  wonted  evasions.  6.  Tliat 
to  frustrate  their  hopes  for  a  future  aj;e,  oiu- 
most  noble  prince  may  be  timely  and  happily 
married  to  one  of  our  own  religion.  7.  That 
the  children  ot^  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  this 
kingdom,  and  of  others  ill-affected  and  suspect- 
ed in  their  religion,  now  beyond  the  sctis,  may 
be  forthwith  ciulcd  homo  by  your  means,  and 
at  the  charge  of  their  parents,  or  £;of  ernors.  b. 
That  the  children  of  Popbh  Uecuiants,  or 
such  whose  wives  are  Popisti  Uecusauts,  be 
brought  up,  during  their  minority,  with  pro- 
tcstant  school-masters  and  teachers,  wlio  may 
sow,  ill  their  tender  years,  the  >eeds  of  true  re- 
ligion. 9.  That  your  maj.  will  be  pleased 
speedily  to  revoke  all  former  licences  tor  such 
children  and  youth  to  travel  beyond  the  seas, 
and  not  grant  any  such  licence  hereafter. 
1(^.  That  your  maj.'s  learned  council  may  re- 
ceive commandment  from  your  highness,  care- 
fully to  look  into  fonner  Grants  of  Accusants 
Lands,  and  to  av^id  them,  if  by  law  they  can; 
and  that  your  maj.  will  stay  your  hand  from 
passing  any  such  Grants  hereafnT. — Thi-s  is  the 
sum  and  efi'ect  of  our  humble  Declaration, 
which  we  (no  ways  intending  to  press  upon 
your  maj.'s  undoubted  and  re^  prerogative) 
do  with  the  fulness  of  our  duty,  and  obedience, 
humbly  submit  to  your  most  princely  considera- 
tion the  glory  of  God,  whose  cause  it  is ;  the 
aie:d  of  our  ti'ue  Uc^igion,  ui  which  we  have  been 
born,  and  wheroin,  by  God's  t^race,  we  are  re- 
solved to  die;  the  safety  ot'  your  Majcsty'.s 
Royal  Person,  who. is  the  very  life  of  yuur 
|)Cople;  the  happiness  of  your  children  and 
posterity;  tlie  honour  and  good  of  the  Church 
and  State,  dearer  unto  us  than  our  own  lives, 
having  kindled  these  a^ections  truly  devoted  to 
your  maj.  And  seeing  out  of  duty  to  your 
maj.  we  have  already  resolved  to^ive,  at  the 
end  o(  this  session,  one  entire  sub^dy,  for  the 
pcesent  reliel*  uf  the  Palatinate  only,  to  be  ])aid 


in  the  end  of  Feb.  next,  which  cannot  well  be 
effected  but  by  pa^^hig  a  bill  in  a  parUamentary 
course  before  Ckristnias;  we  moit  humbly  be- 
seech your  maj.  (as  our  assured  hope  is)  tliat 
you  will  then  also .  vouchsafe  to  give  life,  by 
your  royal  assent  to  such  bills,  as  before  dak 
time  shall  be  prepared  for  your  maj.'s  honour, 
and  the  good  of  your  people :  And  that  such 
bills  may  be  also  accoinpauied  (as  hath  been 
accustomed)  with  your  maj.  ^  gracious  Pardon 
which  (proceeding  from  your  own  meer  grace) 
may,  by  your  highness's  direction,  bedraun  to 
that  latitude  and  extent,  as  may  best  sort  with 
your  maj/s  bounty  and  goodness.  And  that 
not  only  fekins  and  criminal  otfenders  may  take 
benefit  thereof,  bat  that  your  good  subjects 
may  receive  ease  thereby.  And  if  it  shall  so 
staiid  with  your  good  pleasure.  That  it  may  ex- 
tend to  the  relief- of  the  old  Debts  and  Duties 
to  the  Crown  before  the  first  year  of  your  maj.'s 
reign ;  to  the  discharge  of  Alienations  without 
licence,  ami  misusing  of  Liveries  and  Oustre 
le  Maine,  before  the  first  summons  of  this  pari.; 
and  of  concealed  Wardships,  and  not  suing  of 
Liveries,  and  Oustre  le  Maine,  before  the  i2tk 
yeia*  of  your  maj/s  reign,  "Which  gracious  fa- 
vour would  much  comfort  your  good  subjects, 
and  ease  them  from  vexation^  with  Utde  loss 
or  prejudice  to  yoiu:  own  profit. — And  we,  by 
our  daily  and  devout  prayers  to  the  Almighty, 
the  great  King  of  Kings,  shall  contend  for'a 
blessing  upon  our  endeavours,  and  for  your 
maj.'s  icng  and  happy  reign  over  us,  and  fur 
your  children's  children  alter  you,  for  many 
and  many  generations.'^ 

We  are  told  that  when  this  Remonstrance 
was  perfected  by  the  Commons  the  king  had  a 
copy  of  it  bcfoi*e  the  house  had  time  to  send 
their  messengers  tvith  it.  In  which  some  things 
so  highly  displeased  h'nn,  that,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commons,  he  in- 
stantly dispatched  a  Letter  to  the  Speaker  to 
forbid  the  sending  of  it. 

Tfie  Kiuf^i  iMter  to  the  Speaker.]  Qcc..4. 
Mr.  Secretary  Calvert  delivered  to  mr.  Speaker 
a  Letter,  even  now  received  from  his  maj.  di- 
rected to  mr.  Speaker ;  which  mr.  Speaker  de*- 
sired  liberty  first  to  read  privately  to  himself: 
and  was  yielded  unto.  And  then  he  read  ic, 
publickly,  as  follows : 

"  To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  sir  Thos, 
Richardson,  knt.  Speaker  of  our  Com*- 
mons'  House  of  Parliament. 

•  ^'  Mr.  Speaker;  We  have  heard,  by  divers 
reports,  to  our  great  grief,  that  the  far  distance 
of  our  person,  at  this  time,  from  our  high  couit 
of  pari,  caused  by  our  want  of  health,  Imlh 
emboldened  some  fiery  and  popular  spirits  in 
our  house  of  commons,  to  debate  and  argue 
publickly  on  matters  far  beyond  their  rcaoh  or 
capacity ;  and  so  tending  to  our  high  disho- 
nour, and  to  the  trenching  upon  our  preroga- 
tive royal.  You  shall  tlierefoie  acquaint  that 
house  with  our  pleasure,  that  none  thereiu 
shall  presume  to  meddle  with  any  tim^  cou-^ 
cerning  our  govcrna;cut  or  mysteries  q£  ktate. 
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nattiely,  not  to  speak  of  our  dearest  son's  match 
"widi  the  daugUter  of  Spain,  iior  to  touch  the 
lionmir  ot  thnt  king,  or  any  other  our  'friends 
or  confederates :  and  also  not  to  meddle  with 
any  mcn^s  particulars,  which  liave  their  due 
motion  in  any  of  our  oi-dinary  coufrts  of  justice. 
And,  whereas  we  liear,  that  tliey  have  sent  a 
mess^e  to  sir  Edwin  Sandys,  to  know  the  rea- 
son ot  his  late  restraint,  you  shall  in  onr  name 
resolve  them,  that  it  was  not  for  any  nnisde- 
meanour  of  his  in  pari.  But,  to  put  them  out 
t>f  doTiht  of  any  quention  of  that  nature,  that 
may  arise  nmong  them  hereafter,  yon  slwll  re- 
volve them,  in  onr  name,  that  wc  think  ourseH" 
▼ery  fr^e  «nd  able  to  punish  any  man's  misde- 
meanonr??  in  pari,  as  well  dnring  their  sitdog, 
«s  after ;  u hich  tvc  mean  not  to  spare  herc- 
«ftcr,  upon  any  r\(  a-ion  of  any  man's  insolent 
behaviour  ther**,  that  shall  he  minlstred  unto 
us.  And,  if  they  have  ah^ady  touched  any  of 
these  points,  whidi  m-c  have  fi»rbidden,  in  any 
petition  of  their's,  which  is  to  be  !*ent  wnto  us, 
It  is  our  pteasm-e,  that  you  shall  tell  them, 
that,  except  they  reform  it,  bcfefre  it  comes  to 
our  hands,  \irt  will  not  deign  the  heariiu;  or  an- 
swering of  it.  And,  whereas  we  hear  that  they 
are  desirous,  that  we  should  make  this  a  ses- 
oesion  of  pari,  before  Clmstmais  you  may  tell 
them,  it  shaU  be  in  their  dcfhult,  if  tiiey  wont 
it :  for,  if  tlicy  will  make  ready  between  this 
and  that  time  9ome  such  laws  as  shall  be  really 
good  for  Che  commonwealth,  we  will  very  wi(- 
Engly  give  mir  royal  assent  unto  tbcm.  And 
flo  it  shall  thereby  appear,  that,  if  good  laws 
be  not  made,  at  this  time,  for  the  weal  of  the 
peopte,  the  blame  shall  only,  and  most  justly, 
lie  upon  such  turbulent  spirits,  as  shall  prefer 
their  particular  ends  to  the  weal  of  this  king- 
dom and  commonwealth.  And  so  we  bid  you 
farewell.  Given  at  our  court  at  Newmarket, 
the  3d  day  of  December,  W21."— The  Letter 
-Jbeing  read. 

Sir  Rob.  Phillips  saith^  that  this  house  hath 
had  propositions  and  debate  of  great  matters, 
but  none  of  so  ^at  consequence  as  this,  occa- 
sioned by  this  his  maj.'s  Letter.  He  wisheth 
the  king  knew  our  hearts;  for  the  duty  of  all, 
or  the  best  part  of  his  maj.'s  subjects,  is  now 
in  question.  He  movetb,  that  we  should  send 
to  stay  the  messengers  appointed  to  go  with 
the  Petition  to  the  king;  and  that  now  we 
vould  rise,  and  consider,  till  to-morrow,  what 
lo  do  in  tiiis  great  business,  so  nearly  concern- 
ing us  and  our  privileges. 

It  was  accordingly  ordered,  "  That  two 
Messengers  be  sent  by  post,  to  recall  those 
that  have  been  sent.'' 

Mr.  SoHcitor  Ghnnift  saith,  he  dovbt^ 
©ot,  but,  if  we  proceed  by  Petition,  in  an 
humble  manner,  to  the  kinc,  that  his  miy.  will 
hear  us gracioasly :  that  he  beiiexeth,  it  is  the 
labour  a(  our  adversaries  to  make  a  breach 
and  misoiNterstanding  between  the  king  and 
te;  and  therefore  prayeth,  that,  for  God's 
caasey  and  ae  ^e  tender  our  duties  to  the  king 
iMMi  eooMmonwealth,  u-e  will  not  rise  presently 
Ott  a  dbcontcfit,  trhich  will  but  rqjoicc  ov&r  ad-  , 
irerttries.  J 


Mr.  Alfiird  saith,  Uiat  he  hath  ever  reapteterf 
the  king  as  the  head,  and  the  cemuMawcttitli  as 
the  body:  that  in  £lizabeth'8  time,  in  the 
matter  of  the  Union,  the  pari,  did  rise  and  eon- 
siderof  it,  before  any  Hum  would  debate  thereof 
it  being  a  matter  of  a  hieh  nature  and  conse- 
quence. And  so  he  woold  have  us  do  m  this 
bnsiness;  rise  now,  and  consider  of  it  till  to- 
morrow, that  we  may  be  the  better  able  then  to 
speak  and  debate  of  it.  He  desiretk  also^  that 
the  king's  Letter  may  be  here  now  ttmd  a^io  ; 
and  that  every  one  that  will  may  hare  a  copy 
of  It,  the  better  to  consider  till  to-«iQrrow  what 
to  say  to  it. 

Sir  Wm,  Stroude  saith,  he  tliinketh  that  eof 
thoughts  being  now  disturbed  by  this  mc  saago 
from  liis  maj.  we  are  not  fit  or  able  to  debiSa 
of  any  thing,  till  we  have  oonaidered  of  it  and 
digested  it ;  and  therefore  would  have  as  now 
rise,  and  not  so  suddenly  debate  of  this  busi- 
ness, k  being  of  the  greatest  coosiequeace  for 
our  privileges,  that  ever  came  hkber. 

Sir  Dud.  Digget  would  have  us  go  fbrwanl 
with  that  constancy,  wluoh  hitherto  we  bars 
always  proceeded  withal,  in  that  great  business 
of  the  Peti^on.  He  would  that  we  should  now 
rise  but  not  as  in  dibconteat,  but  rather  resort 
to  our  prayers,  and  then  to  consider  of  this 
great  business. 

Dec.  5.  Mr.  DeWridge  rose  up  and  satd» 
l^t  the  tradte  in  the  West  Countfy  was  mwk 
decayed  heretofore  by  the  great  number  of 
Impositions ;  and  now,  of  late,  they  are  ahno^ 
all  undone  by  pirates.  Bat  now  he  we^d  bare 
us  lay  aside  all  respects  of  trade,  considering 
the  miserable  State  of  Religion^  the  iaosenta^ 
estate  of  the  king's  children,  whom  every  man 
loveth  for  the  stock's  sake,  firoiii  whence  tliej 
come.  As  for  the  privileges  of  tkb  hoase, 
touching  the  Petition  we  prepared  for  the  king, 
he  had  as  willingly  hang  under  the  gallows,  as 
fry  oyer  a  faggot.  And  therefore,  the  State  of 
our  Religimi  standing  as  it  doth,  he  woukl  havn 
ns  go  to  the  king  again  and  again  with  our  Fe- 
dtion,  as  we  do  to  God,  and  no  doubt  bat  his 
ma'Kwill  hear  us  at  length. 

Sir  Rn6.  Phillips  saith^  that  now  is  the  time 
tojustify  the  affection  of  the  people  to  the  kincy 
and  to  defend  the  privileges  of  this  hoase,  vrhtSk 
our  ancestor  have  delivered  us,  and  which  w« 
ought  to  preserve  for  our  posterity :  that  his 
ground  and  anchor^hold  is,  the  kin^s  ward  for 
our  libei^  of  speech,  delivered  here  in  wri^n^ 
by  mr.  Secretary:  that  his  life  and  fbrtaoca 
shall  ever  be  at  tlie  king^s  feet  and  command  ; 
but,  since  we  liave  broken  our  privileges  m 
gelding  our  obedience  to  1ms  maj.'s  pleasarev 
m  many  busiaesses  here  handled,  because  hit 
maj.  interposed  (as  ia  thajtof  Irelaad)  and  ontj 
out  of  a  tender  respect  n6t  to  distaste  his  ma^. 
he  saith,  he  knoweth  not  what  hath  caused  thn 
soul-killing  letter  from  the  kin^ :  he  calleth  it 
%o  in  respect  of  the  earnest  desire  of  our  soali 
in  that  Petition.  He  saith  that  the  ground  of 
OUT  Petition  Was  from  the  Lords'  speeches  to 
us  sayings  thkt  the  gates  of  Janus  (having  been 
long  skat)  most  now  be  opcnet!,  akd  war  mwH 
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be.  Hereupon  we.presently  took  into  our  consi- 
deration the  causes,  the  dangers,  and  the  re- 
medies of  our  present  estate ;  and,  it'  we  have 
touched  on  any  prince,  further  than  the  king 
would  have  us,  he  tliinkech,  the  fulness  of  our 
humility  and  loyalty  should  cover  abundance  of 
faults.  He  would,  nrst,  have  us  now  endeavour 
to  stand  upright  in  his  inaj/s  favour  and  grace : 
2ndly,  justify,  witli  humility,  our  proceedings 
here:  3rdly,  defend  the  privileges,  which  were 
never  so  much  struck  at  as  now.  And  lie  de- 
fireth,  that  tliere  may  be  a  committee  appoint- 
ed to  consider,  what,  on  the  like  message  from 
former  kings,  the  house  hath  done:  and  to 
consider,  what  we  may  do  to  set  us  right  in  the 
king's  favoiu*,  and  to  proceed  without  breach 
of  our  privileges  and  liberties,  without  which 
defence  we  are  unworthy  of  our  lives,  and  to 
look  those  in  the  face  who  sent  us  hither. 

Sir  Tho.  Wentux}rth  \\o\i\d  have  i\\d  Speaker 
go  out  of  the  chair,  that  we  might  debate  this 
business  at  a  committee. 

Sir  Francis  Seifmour  saith,  if  we  do  now,  out 
of  fear,  forego  our  privileges,  we  are  unworthy 
of  our  liberues :  that  we  could  not  expect  bet- 
ter, when  as,  by  the  malice  of  the  members  of 
our  own  house,  the  king  is  misinformed ;  for 
we  have  been  here  threatened,  by  our  own 
members,  to  be  complained  of,  for  speaking 
of  our  consciences  freely.  He  liketh  that  we 
should  sit  as  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  for 
the  debate  of  this  business;  but,  because  we 
ma^jT  know  who  it  is  amongst  us,  that  hath 
misinformed  the  king,  he  would,  that  every 
member  of  this  House  sliould  make  here  a  pro- 
testation, tluit  he  is  clear  from  using  any  un- 
derhand dealing  between  this  house  and  the 
king :  that  wc  should  petition  the  king,  either 
to  hear  our  Petition,  or  else  to  give  us  leave 
to  go  home,  or  sit  here  and  say  nothing. 

Sir  G.  Moore  suitli,  that  we  now  staud  be- 
tween the  indignation  of  our  king,  and  the  pri- 
TJ^eges  of  our  house,  which  arc  uie  spirit  of  the 
blood  of  the  liberties  of  the  connnonweal. 
Whereas  the  king  is  misinformed,  that  wc  have 
meddled  with  things  above  our  reach  and  ca- 
pacity, we  have  not  dgne  otlierwise  than  the  Sa- 
maratine  woman,  who,  out  of  her  fnith,  did  but 
touch  the  hem  of  Chrbt*s  garment ;  for  which 
Christ  did  not  bhime  her,  but  said,  tliat  her 
faith  had  saved  her.  And  he  hopeth,  when 
the  king  shall  be  rightly  iufonned,  he  will,  see- 
ing our  humility,  love,  and  care  of  his  honour, 
encourage  us  to  proceed.  He  would  have  us 
make  another  Petition  to  be  annexed  to  that 
which  wc  had  prepiu-ed,  and  present  them  both 
to  his  maj.;  and,  for  the  preparing  of  this,  tlmt 
we  should  appoint  a  committee. 

Mr.  Hachdll  saith,  if  good  kingdoms  were 
mortal,  as  are  ^ood  kin<rs,  it  might  be  thought  a 
vanity  to  stand  so  curif)usly  in  the  defence  of 
our  privileges.  He  hath  known  three  the  like 
storms  in  this  house :  tlie  first  in  5  Ellz.  when 
tliis  house  did  pro^s  her  to  know  her  successor, 
which  she  would  by  no  means  declare  or  have 
8|H>ken  of;  yet,  on  a  Petition  from  tiiis  house, 
her  maj.  did  give  us  leave  to  treat  uf  it :  %  that 
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in  the  same  pari,  tlicfe  was  a  Petition  prepared 
as  now,  to  beseech  her  to  marry ;  and,  tliough 
she  was  mudi  otfended  at  it,  yet,  by  our  tein-  , 
perance  in  fliat  petition,  Aiida>a.a.aijd, petition.  ^ 
she  did  jgivc  us  leave  to  , treat  and  debate  of 
herjuarrifiige  here  :  3.  that  the  king  heretofore, 
though  at  lirst  he  sent  a  sharp  message  to  tliit 
house,  when  it  did  begin  to  debate  of  Impo- 
sitions, yet,  on  better  infurmation,  he  did 
give  us  leave  to  debate  tliercof.  He  would 
have  us  send  a  preparative  Petition  to  the  king, 
shewing,  that  we  did  not  intend,  by  the  former 
petition,  whicii  we  had  prepared,  to  touch  on 
bis  royal  prerogative ;  and  that,  when  we  have 
thus  made  our  way  to  his  maj.  we  may  deliver 
our  former  petition,  together  with  such  a  one 
as  we  shall  make  to  prepare  his  maj.  to  re^ 
ceive  it. 

Mr.  Alford  saith,  that  we  are  now  by  tba 
king's  letter  restrained  of  our  Uberty  of  i^ech. 
He  would  have  us  now,  in  this  extremity,  to 
proceed  as  we  have  done  in  former  parhamentt 
m  the  like  cases ;  and  to  that  end  view,  at  a 
committee,  all  our  procecditigs  in  tlie  business 
of  our  petition ;  and  endeavour  thereby  to  m* 
tisfy  his  maj.  that  %ve  have  done  noUiin^  tend** 
to  the  breach  of  his  prerogative,  as  hi$  maj. 
hath  been  informed.*— it  was  then  ordered, 
that  the  Speaker  sh^ll  go  out  of  tlie  ohair,  that 
the  house  may  debate  as  at  a  coinmittee. 

Sir  Kdw,  Coke  saitli,  that  the  papists  have 
no  cause  to  rejoice  at  this  our  great  grief;  ^ 
in  the  king*s  letter  there  is  noonention  oi  an^ 
thing  for  them,  or  in  their  behali*.  He  think* 
cth,  tlmt  we  have  done  nothing  but  in  thedutj 
ofthemogt  dutiful  suk^ec;ts.  .He  marvelletjl^ 
that  any  amongst  us  ftboukl  dislike  our  pro«> 
ceedhigs  in  the  Petition,  smce,  when  it  passed 
in  this  house,  tliere  wasaoCone  negative.  He 
wisheth,  that  those  who  dishked  would  have 
said  No :  tltat  we  had  not  treated  of  war  but 
by  iutirantion  from  the  lords:  that  we  are  pro* 
hibitcd  by  the  king's  letter,  to  treat  of  anjr 
thing  concerning  the  goverrmient  of  the  state, 
or  of  any  thing  that  hath  its  motion  in  any 
court  of  iustice :  that  tlie  king  was.onoe  before 
incensea  against  tliis  house  upon  a  misinibr* 
mation ;  but  being  told  (ihough  not  from  us) 
how  he  was  misinformed,  he  did,  of  hid  own 
gracious  goodness,  send  to  this  bouse  to  pn^ 
coed  in  that  business :  but  hereupon  t}ie  botiso 
did,  notwithstanding,  proceed  to  justify  their 
actions,  and  to  claim  their  privileges.  He 
would  have  us  now  seek  out  precedents  and 
proceed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Fytnme  saith,  that  the  words  of  '  fiery, 
popular,  anr-  turbulent,'  are  laid  by  his  maj.  oi^ 
the  wliole  liouse ;  for,  bince  we  have  not  pu- 
nished or  questioned  any  such,  but(astheletter 
saith)  been  led  by  their  propositions,  it  is  the 
act  of  the  whole  house.  He  desireth,  a  Peti- 
tion may  be  from  us  to  the  king,  to  knovCt 
wlko  hi$  majv  hath  been  informed,  those  fiery 
airhulent  spirits  are;  that  witnay  justify  oui- 
sc^es,  and  dear  the  house  of  the  taint  of  thofo 
words. 

Sir  Dud,   J)igge$  moveth,  that,  fiecexe 
4Q 
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Imye  gone  farther,  in  the  bosinesk  of  War  and 
the  Prince's  Match,  than  hath  been  Kevealcd 
vnto  us,  that  'vvc  may  now  go  to  the  king,  and 
bhew  80  much  by  a  Petition  to  lus  majesty. 

Mr.  Tho.  Crewe  would  have  every  one  of  ns 
to  examine  our  hearts,  and'to  consider,  wlie- 
ther  there  be  any  thing  in  our  Petition  that  b 
not  fit  to  be  presented  to  the  king ;  and,  if  we 
find,  that  we  have  not  touched  herein  on  the 
prerogative,  or  on  any  thing  unfit  for  us  to 
present  to  the  king,  that  then  we  would  present 
the  same  (having  tirsi  prepared  way  by  ano- 
ther humble  Petition)  to  the  king.  But,  if  any 
One  find,  that  there  is  any  thing  in  the  Petition 
that  doth  dishonour  the  king  of  Spain,  or  touch- 
eth  affirmatively  or  negative!^  on  any  parti- 
cviar,  he  wisheth  be  wg^  deliver  his  opinion 
to  the  house,  and  not  conceal  his  dislike  of  the 
same :  that,  for  himself,  he  hath  said  nothing, 
in^Cher  findeth  any  thing  in  that  Petition, 
wherein  he  hath  intended  or  aimed  at  any 
cfther  end,  than  the  safety  of  our  religion,  the 
king  and  kingdom:  that  the  king  said,  he  would 
not  be  nded  by  will,  where  he  could  not  be 
convinced  by  reason,  in  any  thing  concerning 
the  treaty.  Hesaith,  that  in  21  Ed.  111.  that 
great  fciug,  on  the  petition  of  the  pari,  (see 
p.  lis,)  did  hear  their  petition,  and  ease  them 
of  «  great  Imfjjosition,  laid  in  a  time  of  neces- 
sity on 'the  Subject.  He  desireth  to  be  advised, 
«^hcther  owr  Petition  be  not,  for  manner  and 
natter,  such  as  we  may  present  to  his  moj.; 
tnd,  if  it  be,  he  would  then  have  us  be  con- 
stant to '  ourselves,  dutitbl  to  the  king,  and 
^refbl  of  our  liberties  and  privileges :  and  by 
aHother  petition  to  go  to  prepare  the  king  for 
the  hearing  of  the  former  petition. 

Mr.  Wenttporih  would  have  us  labour  to  sa- 
tisfy the  king;  and  therein,  first,  to  set  down, 
that  we  were  induced  to  treat  of  the  business 
ijf  War  by  that  which  we  heard  from  the  T^rds, 
and  in  this  to  think  against  whom  the  %rar 
should  be,  and  ho%<^  to  cut  off  the  sinews  of  the 
war  against  us ;  whith  we  thought  could  not 
t>e,  if  live  were  allied  by  marriage  to  him,  who 
inaintaineth  the  war  against  us :  secondly,  by 
^hat  reason  of  necessity  wc  were  led  to  treat 
0f  fdid  petition  in  those  businesses :  thirdly,  to 
seek  fbi*th  some  precedent*,  to  sec  whether  we 
tewp  gone  beyond  our  reach  or  no.  ' 
■  Mr.  '^c.  Cnl-vef*t  saith,  that  he  believeth, 
that  no  man  will  now  speak  against  any  part 
of  our  Petition,  it  being  the  act  and  work  of  all 
of  Qs.  Me  thinketh,  we  are  now  to  give  satis- 
faction to  the  king,  which  is  the  thing  now  in 
question,  and  wljcther  to  proceed  therein  by 
excuse  or  justification.  He  thiiiketh  justifi- 
cation is  not  the  way,  and  would  have  us  go  to 
the  king  by  way  of  excuse,  and  to  shew  the 
groimds  ot  our  proceedings,  and  how  that  we. 
were  therein  deceived :  for  the  king  doth  dis- 
like the  body  of'  our  Petition,  and  therefore 
to  oHer  it  again  'fill  but  incense  his  ma),  the 
more. 

.  Sir  Tha.  Wentworth  would  hiw?  tw  -^ew  t!rt 
reason  and  grounds  of  our  proceedings,  and 
that  precotikAts   nay    be  sought   forth;    to 


strei^en  the  same,  and  this  is  to  be  ^otieti^ 
a  select  coraroittee.  He  wonid  have  os  fbr^ 
bear  to  mention,  in  our  Petkion,  that  point 
concerning  tlie  Prince's  Marriage;  became 
the  king,  in  his  letter,  saith,  that,  if  tbat  point 
be  in  our  Petition,  he  will  not  deign  to  read 
it:  that,  for  that  pomt  of  the  kin^  tetter^ 
wherein  he  saith,  that  he  will  poni^  soch  as 
speak  in  pari,  if  they  misbehave  themselves, 
he  would  have  the  committee  to  consider  of 
some  precedents,  to  shew  our  pri\nlege  in 
this  particular,  and  that  we  should  fkirfy  and 
humbly  by  Petition  shew  our  liberty  tberein : 
that  he  would  not  have  the  bills  and  btisiness 
in  the  house,  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  stay 
or  be  delayed  tiH  we  have  the  kin^  AoaWt^, 
in  these  particulars,  to  <^ur  Petition. 

Sir  Rob,  Philtipt  saith,  it  becomet!)  tlie  doty 
of  us  to  the  king  to  proceed  with  due  respect 
and  care  of  his  honour ;  and  aho  it  becometh 
the  duty  and  honesty  of  every  one  of  this  house 
to  stand  on  the  defence  of  our  privileges,  ft 
is  now  a  question,  whether  we  shall  proceed 
by  justification  or  excuse ;  that,  if  we  proceed 
by  excuse,  it  presupposeth  an  error ;  whidi 
he  saith,  he  shall  not  readily  confess.  He 
would  not  have  us  proceed  so,  as  to  wound 
our  proceedings  with  too  much  levity  and  rash- 
ness. Since  there  was  never  so  much  dis- 
temper in  the  members  of  this  house,  he  Would 
not  have  us  meddle  with  any  thing,  till  we  had 
determined  this  great  business.  He  thinkcib 
it  best  to  proceed  herein  by  a  select  oJm- 
mittee.    ' 

Sir  Francis  Ashlep  would  have  us,  consider, 
1st  how  to  proceed,  that  we  may  set  ourselves 
right  again  in  the  king's  opinion;  and,  the 
king  being  misinformed  of  us,  he  would  hare 
us  rij^htly  inform  his  maj.  by  Petition  :  SndJy, 
whether  we  shall  justify  our  actions  or  no  :  he 
would  not  have  us  excuse  or  qualify  what  we 
have  done,  but  to  tell  his  maj.  that,  if  any 
here  do  offend  against  hrs  maj.  we  are  so  care- 
fol  of  his  honour,  as  we  will  punish  it :  that 
the  papists  are  so  insolcht,  that  they  say,  they 
do  not  only  hope  for  a  toleration,  but  do  hope 
albo  to  brine  their  ends  to  such  a  pass,  as  we 
shall  he  glad  to  sue 'for  tbleration:  that  rea- 
sons and  precedents  may  be  the  ground  of 
what  we  shall  say  to  tlie  king :  Srdly,  for  the 
defonce  of  our  Privileges,  he  would  have  os 
alledge  our  precedents  and  inform  the  kins, 
that  none  hath  here  touched  on  any  thing, which 
may  tend  in  the  least  manner  to  the  disho- 
nour of  the  king,  butive  have  presently  punished 
them,  before  they  have  gone  out  of  the  house ; 
and  to  desire,  that,  if  any  member  offend  here, 
we  may  according  to  the  ancient  course  ot" 
pari,  punish  them  ourselves. 

Mr.  Alford  would  have  us,  1.  Endeavour  to 
stand  ri^t  in  the  king's  opinion  and  favour: 
2.  For  the  Maintenance  of  our  Dbcrty,  and 
Privileges  of  pari. :  3.  He  liketh  well,  that  wc 
should  consider  of  the  annexing  Of  the  Petition 
to  that  which  we  hare  already  prepared.  He 
would  hare  3  committees  severally  to  consider 
of  these  3  points ;  and  that  we  shotdd  not  pro- 
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<?ee4  with  zuy  billv  lest,  in  the  debate  thereof, 
yve  go  Um>  £u  in  speaking  of  our  consciences 
freely. 

Sir  Geo.  Moore  would  have  us,  in  our  Peti- 
tion^ leave  out  nothing,  but  shew  both  all  our 
l^etition  which  we  have  prepared,  and  abo  the 
causes  and  grounds  of  our  proceedings  therein. 
A  Select  Committee  was  then  appointed  by 
the  Grand  Committee,  to  prepare  a  Declara> 
tion,  to  be  sent  to  the  king,  of  the  manner  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  house,  in  the  Petition 
bte^  intended  to  be  sent  to  his  maj.  and  also 
conceraia^  the  Privileges  of  the  house,  and  all 
ihingi  incident  thei-eto.  This  committee  to  sit 
in  the  bouse,  and  every  one  that  came  was  to 
)iave  a  voice. — ^A  sub-committee  of  12  was  ap- 
|>ointed  by  this  Select  Committee,  to  reduce 
into  writing  and  form  the  Declaration,  which 
was  appointed  this  morning  to  be  considered 
of  by  the  Select  Committee.  This  Sub-Corn- 
nittee  was  to  meet  in  the  Court  of  Wards,  and 
10  liave  the  king's  Letter,  and  the  prepared 
petition,  for  their  better  assistance. 

Apobgetic  FetUion  of  the  Commons  to  the 
King,]  Dec.  6.  The  following  Petition  and 
Declaration^  drawn  up  by  the  Sub-Committee 
of  Twelve,*  was  read,  as  follows : 

**  Most  dr^ad  and  gracious  Sover^'gn; — 
We  your  most  bumble  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
knights,  citizens  and  burgesses,  assembled  in 
the  commons  bouse  of  pari,  full  of  grief  and 
unspeakable  sorrow,  through  tlie  true  sense  of 
Your  m^.'s  displeasure,  expressed  by  ;^our  letter 
lately  sent  to  our  Speaker,  and  by  hioi  related 
and  read  unto  us :  yet  comforted  again  witli 
the  assurance  of  your  grace  and  goodness,  and 
of  the  sincerity  of  our  own  intentions  and  pro- 
ceedings,  whereon  with  confidence  we  can 
rely ;  in  all  humbleness  beseech  your  most  ex- 
cellent raaj.  that  the  loyalty  and  dutifulness  of 
as  faithful  and  loving  subjects  as  ever  sened, 
or  lived  under  a  gracious  sovereign,  may  not 
undeservedly  suffer  by  the  misintormation  of 
partial  and  uncertain  reports,  which  are  ever 
unfaithful  intelligencers:  but  that  your  luaj. 
would,  in  the  clearness  of  your  own  judgment, 
iirst  vouchsafe  to  understand  frura  ourselves, 
5tud  not  from  others,  what  our  humble  Decla- 
xatiun  and  Petition  (resolved  upon  by  the  uni- 
versal voice  of  the  house,  and  proposed,  with! 
your  gnvcbus  favour,  to  be  presented  unto 
your  sacred  maj.)  doih  contain.    Upon  what 
occasion  we  entered  into  consideration  of  tliosc 
tiiiugs  which  are  therein  contained,  with  what 
dutiful  respect  to  your  maj.  and  your  service, 
vir-e  did  consider  thereof,  and  what  was  our 
true  intention  thereby.     And  that  when  your 
inaj.  shall  thereby  truly  discern  our  dutiful  af- 
tcctions,  you  will,  in  your  royal  judgment,  free 
vs  from  those  h^vy  charges,  wherewith  vAne 
of  our  members  are  burthened,  and  wherein 
the  whole  house  is  involved. — And  we  humbly 

*  Wilson  says  it  was  reported,  Tlrnt,  when 
tbc  king  heard  of  this  second  Remonstrance, 
h»  called  for  twelve  chairs^  saying,  there  were 
tweljre  kings  ^  coming. 


beseech  your  m^.  that  you  would  not  here- 
after give  credit  to  private  reports,  againbt  aJl 
or  any  of  the  uicuiLers  of  our  Iiousu,  whom  liie 
whole  have  not  censured,  uuiil  your  maj.  hu,ve 
been  ti*uly  intbnned  thereof  from  ourselves; 
and  that  in  the  mean  time,  and  ever,  we  may 
stand  upright  in  your  maj.*s  giace  and  goo4 
opinion,  than  which  no  worldly  considenitiox^ 
is  or  can  be  dearer  unto  us. — When  your  maj, 
had  reassembled  us  iti  pari,  by  your  royal  com^ 
maudmcnt,  sooner  than  wc  expected  ;  and  di4 
vouclisafe,  by  the  mouths  of  tnrce  honour^blQ 
lords,  to  impart  unto  us  the  weighty  occasions 
moving  your  maj.  tliereunto;  iiom  them  vv^ 
did  understand  these  particulars,  viz.  That 
notwithstanding  your  princely  and  pious  en- 
deavours to  procure  peace,  the  time  is  now 
cqme  that  Janus  Temple  must  be  opened. 
That  the  voice  of  Bellona  must,  be  heard,  and 
not  die  voice  of  the  turtle.  Tl»at  there  wan 
no  hope  of  peace,  nor  any  truce  to  be  obtain- 
ed, no  not  for  a  few  days.  That  your  ujaj. 
must  ejther  abandon  your  own  cliildren,  or  en- 
gage yourself  in  a  war;  wherein  conbideratioa 
IS  to  he  had,  what  foot,  what  horse,  \\  hat  mo- 
ney will  he  suflficient.  That  the  Lower  Pala^ 
tiuate  was  seized  upon  by  the  army  of  tlie  kijig 
of  Spain,  as  executor  of  the  Ban-there,  in  qua- 
lity of  duke  of  Burgundy,  as  the  Upper  Pala- 
tinate was  by  the  duke  of  Bavaria.  That  the 
king  of  Spain,  at  his  own  cliargc,  liad  now  at 
least  five  annies  on  foot.  That  the  Princes  of 
the  Union  were  disbamjled ;  but  the  Catholick 
League  remained  firm,  whereby  those  p/ince^, 
so  dissevered,  were  in  danger,  one  by  one,  to 
he  ruined.  That  the  estate  of  those  of  ouf 
Religion  in  foreign  parts  was  miserable ;  and, 
out  of  these  considerations,  ^'C  were  called 
to  a  war ;  and  forthwith  ta  advise  for  a  Sup- 
ply for  keepiMg  the  forces  in  the  Palatiuaco 
from  being  disbanded ;  and  to  foresee  the  meuu^ 
for  raising  and  maintaining  the  body  of  an 
army,  for  the  war,  against  the  spring.  We, 
therefore,  out  of  zeal  to  your  majesty  and  your 
posterity,  with  more  alacrity  and  celerity  than 
ever  was  prccedcnted  in  parliament,  did  ad- 
dress ourselves  to  the  service  commended  unto 
us.  And  although  we  cannot  coilceivc,  that 
the  honour  and  safety  of  your  maj.  and  your 
posterity,  the  patrimony  of  your  chihlrcn  in- 
vaded and  possessed  by  their  enemies,  the  wel- 
fare of  rchgioo,  and  state  of  your  kingdom,  arc 
matters  at  any  time  unfit  for  our  deepest  con- 
sideration in  tin^  of  parliament:  and  although, 
before  this  time,  we  were  in  some  of  tliese 
points'  silent;  yet  being  now  invited  tliere- 
unto,  and  led  on  by  so  just  an  occasion,  wo 
thought  it  our  duties  to  provide  for  the  pre- 
sent supply  thereof,  and  not  only  to  turn  our 
eyes  on  a  war  abroad,  but  to  take  care  for 
the  securing  of  our  peace,  at  home ;  which 
the  dangerous  increase  and  insolency  of  po- 
pish recusants  apparcmlly,  visibly,  and  sensibly. 
did  lead  us  unto.  The  consideration  whereof 
did  necessarily  draw  us  truly-  tQ  represent  unto 
your  maj.  what  we  conceive  to  he  tl^  causes, 
and  what  we  £^e4  would  be  the  ^ectt,  ^nd 
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wliat  we  hoped  might  be  the  remedies  of  these 
growing  cnls;  among  which,  as  jncident  and 
unavoidable,  we  fell  upon  some  things,  which 
seem  to  touch  upon  the  kin?  of  Spain ;  as  they 
have  relation  to  popish  recusants  at  home,  to 
the  wars  by  hini  maintiiiiied  in  the  Palatinate 
against  your  maj.'s  children,  and  to  his  sevehil 
armies  now  on  foot;  yet,  as  wf»  conceived, 
"without  touch  of  disliononr  to  that  king,  or  any 
other  prince,  your  maj.'s  confederate. — In  the 
discourse  whereof  we  did  not  assume  to  our- 
selves any  power  to  determine  of  any  part 
thereof,  nor  intend  toincroarh  or  intrude  upon 
the  sacred  bonnds  of  your  royal  authority ;  to 
tvhoox,  and  to  jniiojn  only,  we  acknowledge  it 
doth  belong  to  resolve  of  peace  and  war,  and 
of  the  marriage  of  the  most  noble  prince  your 
son  i'  hut  as  your  most  loyal  and  Immble  sub- 
jects and  servants,  representing  the  whole  com- 
mons «if  your  kingdom,  (who  have  a  larj^e  in- 
terest in  the  happy  and  pro«ipcrous  estate  of 
your  maj.  and  your  royal  postrrity,  and  of  the 
flourishing  estate  of  our  church  and  cotnmon- 
wealrh)  did  resolve,  out  of  our  cares  and  foars, 
truly  and  plainly  to  demonsti-ate  these' things 
to  yotir  maj.  which  we  were  not  assured  could 
D'hcrwire  come  so  fully  and  cle-irly  to  your 
knowledge;  and  that  bein|;  don?,  to  lay  the 
same  drjwn  at  your  maj.'s  feet,  without  expec- 
tation of  any  other  answerof  your  maj.  touch- 
ing these  .^ii^hcr  points,  than  what  at  vourgood 
pleasure,  and  in  your  own  time,  should  be  held 
fit.  •  This  being  the  effect  of  what  we  had  for- 
merly resolved  upon,  and  these  the  occasions 
and  reasons  inducing  the  same,  our  humble 
fuit  to  your  maj.  and  confidence  is.  That  your 
maj.  vvUl  be  graciously  pleiised  to  receive,  at 
the  hands  of  these  our  messengers,  our  former 
humble  Declaration  and  Petition,  and  vouch- 
safe to  read  and  luvourably  to  ilitcrpret  the 
same ;  and  that  so  much  thereof  as  contjiin- 
«th  *onr  humble  Petition  concerning  Jesuits, 
Pri%:sts,  and'  Popish  Recusants,  the  pas.^agc 
of  bill.«,  and  granting  your  royal  pardon, 
you  will  vouchsafe  ^n  answer  unto  us. — 
And  whereas  your  majesty,  by  the  general 
words  of  y(*ur  letter,  seeracth  to  restrain  us 
from  intermeddling  with  matters  of  grn-eru- 
ment,  or  particulars  which  have  their  motion 
in  courts  of  justice ;  the  generality  of  which 
words,  in  the  largeness  ot  the  extent  thereof, 
(as  wc  hope  beyond  your  maj/s  intention) 
might  involve  those  things,  which  arc  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  parliamentary  occabions  and 
discoorsc. — And  whereas  your  maj,  doth  seem 
to  abriH^e  us  of  the  ancient  liberty  of  pari,  for 
freedom  of  speech,  jurisdiction,  nnrl  just  cen- 
sure of  the  house,  and  other  proceedings  thene, 

I  (wherein,  we  tnist  in  Go  J,  wc  shall  never  trans- 
gress the  bounds  of  loyal  and  dutiful'subects) 
II  liberty  which,  wo  assure  ourselves,  so  wise 

'     and  so  just  a  king  will  not  in^inge,  the  same 

I  being  our  ancient  and  undoubted  n«;lit,  and  an 
inheritance  received  from  our  an^'estora ;  with- 
out which  we  cannot  freely  dcba6jvnor  clearly 
discern  of  thinirs  in  question  bet'ofe  us,  nor 
truly  inform  yourtn.ij. ;  in  \»hi^  wc  ha\*e  been 


confirmed  by  your  maj.'s  most  gracious  former 
speeches  and  messages.  We  are  therefore 
now  again  jnforced,  in  all  humbleness,  to  pray 
your  maj.  to  allow  the  same;  and  thereby  to 
take  away  the  doubts  and  scruples  your  majZ-s 
late  letter  to  our  Speaker  hath  wrought  upoa 
us. — So  shall  we,  your  loyal  and  Joving  sab- 
j<icts,  ever  acknowledge  your  maj.'s  justice, 
grace,  and  goodness,  and  be  ready  to  perform 
that  service  to  your  maj.  which,  in  the  true  aA- 
fection  of  our  hearts,  we  profess ;  and  ;>our 
out  our  daily  and  fervent  prayers  to  the  Al- 
mighty for  your  maj  .'s  long  life,  happy  and  re- 
ligious reign,  and  prosperous  estate,  and  for 
your  royal  posterity  after  you  for  ever.'^ 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  this  Petition  and 
Declaration,  thus  amended,  shall  be  thus  ca- 
grossed  and  sent  unto  the  king.  And  that  tbe 
former  Petition  and  Declaiation,  which  wa* 
prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  King,  shall  not  be 
annexed  to  this  new  Petition,  but  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  king,  with  an  humble  desire,  that 
his  maj.  will  be  pleased  to  read  over  the  same. 
And  that  the  former  messengers,  appointed  to 
go  with  the  fanner  Petition  or  Declaration, 
shall  go  with  this  new  petition. 

Dec.  12.  Mr.  Secretary  Cahert  was  com- 
manded by  his  maj.  to  deliver  this  message  by 
word  of  mouth,  which  he  did ;  but  after,  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  house,  set  it  down  in  writing 
m  these  words,  viz.  **  His  maj.  remembering 
that  this  house  was  desirous  to  have  a  session 
between  this  and  Christmas;  whereupon  k 
pleased  him  to  signify  unto  us,  that  we  shouki 
have  contentment  therein,  and  that  there  sbonftd 
be  a  session,  if  we  ourselves  were  not  in  tbei 
fault ;  taking  now  notice,  that  the  house  for- 
bears to  proceed  with  any  bills,  'till  the  reiura 
of  the  messen;j;ers  lately  sent  unto  his  maj.  batii 
enjoined  me  to  command  the  house  in  his  name, 
not  to  lose  time  in  their  proceedings  for  pre- 
paring of  good  laws  in  the  mean  while,  in  con- 
sideration of  this  so  near  approach  of  Christmas; 
and  tlmt  his  maj.  hopes  they  will  not  take  upoi^ 
them  to  make  a  recess  in  efTcct,  Chough  not  in 
shew,  without  his  warrant." 

Sir  Rob.  PhilUps baith,.that  he  would  havens 
consider  how  we  tiave  walked  these  8  days,  and 
[how  our  purpose  of  silence  hath  been  grounded : 
■That,  if  wc  proceed,  on  this  message,  with 
bills,  wc  endanger  all  our  liberties;  for  thci\ 
wc  shall  never  nereafter  proceed  but  in  such 
and  such  businesses,  and  in  such  manner  as  tlie 
king  shall  still  command:  and  wc  are,  by  this 
message,  in  such  a  dilemma,  as  we  must  eitlier 
disol>ey  the  king's  command,  or  for  ever  lose 
our  own  privileges.  lie  would  have  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  of  the  king's  mes- 
sage, and  to  seek  forth  precedents,  to  see  how 
this  house  hath  used  to  pi-oceed,  when  wc  have 
received  such  messages  from  the  king;  that 
tbereh^we  may  prfKrced  without  breach  of  oup 
privileges,  or  disobedience  to  the  king's  com- 
mand. '   • 

Mr.  Tho,  t'rea^  saith,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
•every  subjecfc  to  obey  the  king*s  command ;  aitd 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  here  to  main^ 
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ain  the  privileges  of  this  house:  That  if  his 
[iRJ.  h«d  been  truly  informed  of  our  proceed- 
tigs  here,  he  would  not  think  we  sat  here  idle; 
or  we  hav6  been  preparing  of  a  Petition  for 
lis  maj.  and  of  an  Answer  to  his  maj.  concern- 
ng  the  business  of  Gouldsraith  and  Lepton,  and 
I  member  of  thb  house :  That  there  are  good 
>ills  prepared  already;  but  we  hear  nothing  of 
he  Pardon,  without  which  a  sessions  cannot 
veil  be  effected :  That  our  thoughts  are  so  dis- 
racted  by  these  many  sharp  messages  from  the 
ling,  as  wc  are  not  ht  to  pass  any  bills  at  this 
ime;  neither,  if  wc  woula  or  could  pass  more 
►ills,  could  the  Lords,  as  we  conceive,  dispatch 
iny  more,  than  are  already  in  their  hands.  If 
ve  receive  a  comfortable  and  gracious  Mes- 
age  from  the  king,  we  shall  go  with  such  en- 
ouras;ement  forward,  with  the  bill  for  Repeal 
nd  Continuance  of  Statutes,  as  we  shall  soon 
lispatch  the  same;  and  then  we  shall  soon  be 
eady  for  a  sessions. 

Mr.  Ghnvilc  saith,  that,  if  we  now  go  on 
nth  this  Message,  and  proceed  hereupon  with 
lills,  then  next  we  shall  have  command  to  go  ' 
•n  with  Grievances,  and  then  with  this  and 
hat  bill,  and  then  with  that  Grievance;  and  so 
lereafter  we  shall  do  nothing,  but  what  the 
ing  commands,  and  proceed  with  no  bu.siness, 
Kit  we  shall  have  a  command  for  it  from  the 
:ing.  He  would  have  a  committee  to  consider 
lereof,  as  sir  K.  Fhiltips  moved ;  and  he  be- 
ieveth,  that  this  Message  from  the  king  pro- 
eedeth  from  a  misinformation. 

Sir  Dud.  Digges  would  have  a  committee  to 
onsider  of  this  Message,  how  we  should  pro- 
ecd  and  what  we  should  do  thereon:  That 
here  might  be  a  committee  to  consider  of  the 
tills  in  the  house,  and  that  we  may  proceed 
herein  accordingly.  So  may  we  proceed  in 
usiness,  and  yet  preserve  our  privileges. 

>  Sir  Geo.  Moort  saith,  that,  if  wc  do  proceed 
1  tliis  business,  wherein  in  duty  we  arc  bound 

>  proceed,  we  cannot  (though  the  king  com- 
iand  it)  infringe  our  liberties;  but,  if  the  king 
ad  commanded  us  not  to  proceed  in  any  business 
rhcreili  we  are  tied  to  procee<l,  then  we  had, 
'  wc  bad  given  over,  weakened  our  privileges 
nd  liberties  therein.  He  would  have  this  hu- 
iness  committed  to  the  consideration  of  acom- 
littee,  but  would  have  it  first  thoroughly  de- 
ated  here  in  the  house. 

Sir  ^ath.  Rich  saith,  that  this  is  as  great  a 
usiness  as  ever  came  into  this  house,  and 
.•ould  have  us  proceed  in  it  with  great  dclibe- 
ation,  anpl  see  what,  on  the  like  messages,  hath 
cen  here  done.  He  would  have  us  stay  til)  to- 
lorrow,  before  we  debate  hereof  by  ^  com- 
littcc. 
Sir  Edip.  Coke  saith,  that  we  have  received 
commands  from  the  king:  1.  Not  to  deal 
.'ith  any  matter  of  government:  2.  Not  to 
leddle  with  any  business  which  had  his  motion 
lacourt  of  justice^,  and  now  3dly,  to  go  on 
iiHi  bills:  That  lie  cannot  speak  freely  his 
lind,  till  the  clouds  that  hang  over  us,  by  Ids 
laj.'s  displeasure  fend  messages,  be  cleared, 
(e  would  nave  a  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
)  consider  hereof  to-morrow. 


Sir  Ed.  Gi7f«  saith,  that  the  honestermcn  the 
worse  luck.  He  thinkoth,  there  were  never 
more  loy&l  subjects  sat  in  pari,  tlian  noM*- :  and 
,it  proceeds  from  tlie  malicious  dealing  of  some 
wicked  men.  And  he  belie veth,  that  the 
end  of  the  great  enemy  is  near,  that  he  so  much. 
Tagetb  and  laboureth  to  cross  our  honest  ^pur- 
poses here. — It  was  then  ordered,  that  mr.  Se* 
cretary  shall  set  down  this  last  Message  from , 
his  maj.  in  writing,  against  to-morrow  morning, 
and  deliver  it  to  the  house,  and  that  then  4 
shall  be  considered  of  by  a  comuiitiee  of  lim 
whole  house;  and  mr.  Speaker  to  be  present. 

The  Kin^s  Anszcer  tothcApolo^ftic  tctUioa 
of  the  Coynmons.]     Dec.  14.     The  Chancellor  ■ 
of  the  Exchequer  reported  the  King's  Answer 
to  the  Apologetic  Petition  of  the  Commons;  as 
follows :        , 

**  His  Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Apologetic 
Petition  ot  the  House  o(  Commons,  pre- 
sented to  Hii  Majesty  by  a  dozen  of  tl*c 
Members  of  tliis  House,  by  their  direc- 
tion." 

«  Wo  must  here  begin  in  the  same  fashio* 
that  we  would  have  done,  if  the  lir&t  petition 
had  come  to  our  hands  before  we  had  m^de  % 
stay  thereof;  which  is  to  repeat  tlie  first  words 
of  the  late  queen  of  famous  memory,  used  bf 
her,  in  answer  to  an  insolent  proposition  made 
by  a  Polonian  ambrfssadi>r  unto  her;  that  is, 
>  legatum  e\pectabamus,  hrraldum  accipimus,' 
For  we  had  great  reason  to  expect,  that  tlie 
first  message,  from  your  house,  shpiild  have 
been  a  message  of  thanksgiving  for  our  conti- 
nued gracious  behaviour  towards  our  people, 
since  your  last  recess;  not  only  by  our  pro- 
clamation of  grace,  wherein  were  contamed 
six  or  seven  mid  thirty  articles,  ail  of  severrii 
points  of  grace  to  the  people;  but  also  by  the 
labour  we  took  for  the  satisfaction  of  both 
houses^  in  those  three  articles  recommended 
unto  us,  in  b'oth  their  iiames,  by  the  right  reve* 
rend  father  in  God,  the  archhisi)op  of  Canter- 
bury; and  hkewise  for  the  good  govci'ameiit  at* 
Ireland,  we  are"  now  in  liand  with,  at  your  re- 
quest: But  not  only  have  we  heard  no  news  of 
all  this,  but  coptrarily,  gre:)t  c^pluints  of  the 
danger  of  religion  within  this  kmgdoin^  tacitly 
implying  our  ill  government  in  this  point.  And 
we  leave  you  to  judge  whether  it  he  your  du- 
ties, tl^t  arc  the  representative  body  of  our 
people,  so  to  distaste  them  with  our  govern- 
ment ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  your  duty, 
with  all  your  endeavours,  to  kindle'more  and 
more  a  dutiful  and  thankful  love  in  (he  people's 
hearts  towards  us,  for  onr  just  and  gracious  go- 
vernment.— Now  whereas,  in  the  very  beginning 
of  this  your  Apology,  you  tax  us,  in  fair  terms, 
of  trustmg  uncertain  reports,  and  partial  intbr- 
matious  concerning  your  proceedings:  We 
wish  you  to  remember,  (hat  we  are  an  old  and 
experienced  king,  needing  no  such  lessons,  bc- 
ini:,  in  our  conscience,  fi'eest  uf  any  king  alive, 
from  hearing  or  trustmg  idle  report5;  wliich  so 
many  of  your  house,  as  are  nearest  us,  can 
hour  witness  uuU)  you,  if  yuu  would  give  m 
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food  ear  to  them,  as  yoa  do  to  some  tribanitiul 
©rators  among  you :  And,  for  proof  in  this  par- 
ticular, we  have  made  your  own  messengers 
confer  your  other  Pctiuon  sent  by  you,  with 
the  copy  th^eof  which  was  sent  us  before; 
between  which  there  is  no  dilTerencc  at  all,  but 
that  since  our  receiving  tlie  fii*st  copy  you  ad- 
cbd  a  conclusion  unto  it,  which  could  not  come 
to  our  hands,  tiU  it  was  done  by  you,  and  your 
messengers  sent;  which  was  all  at  one  time. 
And  it' we  had  had  no  copy  of  it  before-hand,  we 
must  have  received  your  first  Petition,  to  our 
great  dishonour,  before  we  had  known  what  it 
contained;  which  would  have  enforced  us  to 
kave  returned  you  a  far  worse  answer  than  now 
we  do ;  for  then  your  messengers  had  returned 
"with  nothing,  but  that  we  have  judged  your 
Petition  unlawful,  and  unworthy  of  an  answer. 
For,  as  to  your  conclusion  thereof,  it  is  nothing 
Ibnt'proteitatio  contrariafacto;*  for  in  the  body  of 
your  petition,  you  usurp  upon  our  prerogative 
f6yai,  and  meddle  with  ihings  far  aboVc  your 
Teach,  and  then  in  the  conclusion  you  protest 
the  contrary ;  as  if  a  robber  would  take  a  man^s 
pulrse,  and  then  protest  he  meant  not  to 
lob  him.  For,  first,  you  presomc  to  give  us 
your  advise  concerning  the  match  of  our  dear- 
est son  with  some  Protestant,  (we  cannot  say 
•  princess,  for  we  know  none  of  these  fit  for  him} 
and  dissuade  us  from  bis  match  with  Spain, 
•rging  ns  to  a  present  war  with  that  king :  and 
yet,  in  the  conclusion,  forsooth,  ye  protest  yo 
mtcnd  not  to  press  upon  our  most  undoubted 
legal  prerogative ;  as  if  the  petitioning  of  us  in 
matters,  that  youreelves  confess  ye  ou^ht  not 
to  meddle  with,  were  not  a  meddhng  with  them. 
—And  whereas  ye  pretend,  that  ye  were  in- 
cited to  ihis  course  by  the  speeches  of  3  ho- 
nourable lords ;  yet,  by  so  much  as  yourselves 
lepeat  of  the  &pecchcs,  notliing  can  be  con- 
cluded, but  that  we  were  resolved  by  war  to 
regain  the  Pidatinate,  if  otherwise  we  could 
not  attain  unto  it.  And  you  were  inrited  to 
advise  forthwith  upon  a  supply,  for  keeping  the 
forces  in  the  Palatinate  from  disbanding,  and 
to  foresee  the  means  for  the  raising,  and  main- 
tenance of  the  body  of  an  army  for  that  war 
•gainst  the  spiicg.  Now,  what  inference  can 
he  made  upon  this;  that  therefore  we  must 
prescrftly  denounce  war  against  the  king  of 
Spain,  break  onr  dearest  son's  match,  and 
match  him  to  one  of  our  reli:^ion,  let  rhf  world 
judwe.  The  difference  is  no  greater,  than  if  we 
should  tell  a  mercliant,  that  wcliad  great  need 
to  borrow  money  from  him  for  raising  an 
iu-my;  that  thereupon  it  would  follow,  that 
ire  were  bound  to  follow  his  advice  in  tlic 
direction  of-the  war,  and  all  things  depending 
thereupon.  But  yet,  not  contenting  you rsel ves 
with  this  excuse  of  yours,  which  indeed  cannot 
hold  water,  ye  come  af^cr  to  a  direct  contra^ 
diction  to  the  conclusion  of  your  former  pe- 
tition^ saying,  that  the  honour  and  safety  oi^os 
and  our  posterity,  and  the  patrimony  of  our 
children  invaded  and  possessed  by  their  enemies, 
the  welfare  of  religion,  and  state  of  our  king- 
dom, are  ousters,  i^t  any  time,-  nor  unfit  for 


your  deepest  considerations  in  Parltamei^  To 
this  generality,  we  answer  with  tkc  LosicianSy 
that  where  all  thiogs  are  contained,  nothing  i« 
omitted :  so  as  this  j^enipotency  of  yours  invests 
you  in  aU  power  upon  earth,  lacking  nothing  biu 
the  Pope^s  to  have  the  keys  also  both  of  Heaven 
and  Piirgatory:  and  to  this  vast  generality  of 
yours  we  can  give  no  other  answer ;  for  it  will 
trouble  aU  the  best  lawyers  in  the  house  to 
make  a  good  comventary  upon  it:  for  so  did 
the  Puritan  Ministers  in  Scotland  bring  all  kind  < 
of  causes  within  the  compass  of  their  Juris-^ 
diction,  saving,  that  it  was  the  Church's  office 
to  judge  of  slander;  and  there  could  no  kind  oi 
crime  or  fault  be  committed,  but  there  was  a 
slander  in  it»  either  against  God,  the  king,  or 
their  neighbour;  and,  by  this  means,  thev 
hooked  in  to  themselves  the  cognizance  of  all 
causes :  or,  like  Bellarmine's  distinction  of  the 
Pope's  power  over  Kin^s,  *  in  ordine  ad  spirir 
tualair,  whereby  he  gives  them  all  temporal 
jurisdiction  over  them. — But  to  give  you  a 
direct  answer  to  the  matter  of  war,  for  which 
you  are  so  earnest :  we  confess,  wc  rather  ex-* 
pected  you  should  have  gi\  en  us  thanks  for  the 
so  long  maintaining  a  -settled  peace  in  all  ouk 
dominions,  when  all  our  neighbours  about  are 
in  miserable  combusttou  of  war;  but,*dulcQ 
bellwn  inexpertis.*  And  we  indeed  find  bjf 
experience,  that  &  number  of  our  subjects  ar« 
so  pampered  with  peace,  rfs  they  are  desirous 
of  change,  tho'  they  know  not  what. — It  is  true, 
that  we  have  ever  professed,  (and,  in  that  mind, 
with  God's  grace,  vit  will  live  and  die)  that  we 
will  labour  by  all  m^ans  possible,  either  bye 
treaty,  or  by  force,  to  restore  our  children  ta 
tlieir  antient  dignity  and  inheritance:  au4 
whatsoever  Christian  princes  or  potentate* 
wiM  set  themselves  against  it,  we  will  not  spare 
any  lawful  means  to  bring  our  so  just  and  bo^ 
nourable  purpose  to  a  good  end :  neither  sba^ 
the  match  of  our  son,  or  any  other  worldly  re-  . 
spect,  be  preferred  to  this  our  resolution.  For, 
by  our  credit  and  intervention  with  the  king  o£ 
Spain,  and  the  Arch-Dutcbcss,  and  her  hus- 
band now  with  God,  we  preserved  the  lower 
Palatinate  one  whole  year  from  any  furthur 
conquering  in  it ;  which,  in  any  eight  days  space  • 
in  that  time,  might  have  easily  been  swallowed 
up  by  Spinola's  army,  without  any  resistance. 
And  in  no  better  case  vwas  it  now,  at  our  Am-^ 
bassador  the  lord  Digby's  coming  thro'  Heidel- 
bergh,  if  he  had  not  extraordinarily  succoured 
it.-^But  because  we  conceive,  that  ye  couple 
this  war  of  the  Palatinate  with  the  cause  of  reli-. 
gion,  we  must  a  little  unfold  your  eyes  herein. — 
The  beginning  of  this  miserable  war,  which 
hath  set  all  Christendom  on  fire,  was  not  For 
religion ;  but  only  caused  by  our  son-in-law's 
hasty  and  harsh  resolution,  following  evil  coun- 
sel, io  take  to  himself  the  crown  of  Bohemia. — r 
AnO  that  this  is  true,  himself  wrote  letters  unto 
us  at  .that  time,  desiring  us  to  give  assui^nce 
both  to  the  French  king,  and  st^te  of  Venice, 
that  liis  accepting  6f  the  crown  of  Bohemiti 
had  no  reference  to  the  cause  of  religion,  but 
only,  by  reason  of  his  right  of  election,  a6  he 
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ciJled  it.  And  tre  would  "be  sorry  that  such 
aspetsidn  should  come  opon  our  religion,  as  to 
make  it  a  good  pretext  for  dethronmg  of 
kings,  and  usurping  their  crowns;  and  we 
would  foe  loath  that  our  people  here  should  be 
Caught  that  strange  doctrine :  no,  let  us  not  so 
far  wrong  the  Jesuits,  as  to  rob  them  of  their 
sweet  positions  and  practices  in  that  very 
foint. — And  upon  the  other  part,  we  assure 
oursdf  so  fsLF  of  your  charitable  thoughts  of  us, 
that  we  would  never  hare  constantly  denied 
dtrr  son-in-law  both  the  title  and  assistance  in 
that  point,  if  we  had  been  well  persuaded  of 
the  justice  of  his  quarrel.  But,  to  conclude, 
this  unjust  usurpation  of  the  crowns  of  Bohemia 
and  mmgaria  firom  the  emperor,  hath  given 
the  Pope,  and  all  that  party,  too  fair  a  ground, 
amd  opened  t!hcm  too  wide  a  gate  for  curbing 
and  oppressing  of  many  thousands  of  our  reli- 
gion m  divers  parts  of  Cliristendom. — ^And 
whereas  you  excuse  your  touching  upon  the  king 
of  Spain,  upon  occasion  of  the  incidents  by  you 
repeated  in  that  place,  and  yet  affirm,  that  it 
5s^vithout  any  touch  to  his  honour;  we  cannot 
wonder  enough  that  ye  are  so  forgetful* both  of 
your  words  and  wits :  for,  in  your  former  pe- 
tition, ye  plainly  affinn,  that  he  affects  the 
temporal  "monarchy  of  the  whole  earth ;  than 
which  there  can  be  no  more  malice  uttered 
i^ainst  any  great  king,  to  make  all  other  princes 
and  potentates  both  envy  and  hate  him :  but, 
if  ye  list,  it  may  easily  be  tried,  whether  that 
speech  touched  him  in  honour  or  not,  if  ye 
shall  ask  him  the  question,  whether  he  means 
to  assume  to  himself  that  title  or  no;  for  every 
king  can  best  judge  of  his  own  honour.  We 
cmiit  the  particular  ejaculations  of  s^me  foul- 
mouthed  orators  in  your  own  house,  against 
the  honour  of  that  king's  crown  and  state.— 
And  touching  your  excuse  of  not  determining 
any  thing  concerning  the  match  of  our  dearest 
8on,  hut  only  to  tell  your  opbiion,  and  lay  it 
'down  at  our  feet:  ffrst,  we  desire  to  know, 
how  you  could  have  presumed  to  determine  in 
that  point,  witlwut  committing  of  high  treason  ? 
and,  ncjtt,  you  cannot  deny  but  your  talking  of 
his  nmt<Jh  after  that  manner,  was  a  direct 
breach  of  our  commandment  and  declaration 
out  of  our  own  mouth,  at  the  first  sitting  down 
of  this  parliament;  where  we  plainly  professed, 
that  ue  were  in  treaty  of  his  match  with  Spain; 
and  wished  you  to  have  that  confidence  in 
our  Teligion  and  wisdom,  that  we  would  so 
manage  it,  as  our  religion  should  receive  no 
prejudice  by  it.  And  the  same  we  now  repeat 
tin  to  you,  professing  that  we  are  so  far  engaged' 
in  that  match,  as  we  cannot  in  honour  go  back,' 
except  the  king  of  Spain  perform  not  such 
things  as  we  expect  at  his  hands.  And-  tHii^er 
fore  we  are  sorry  that  ye  should  shew  to  haye*^ 
great  distrust  in  us,  as  to  conceive  ths^t  we 
should  he  cold  in  our  religion ;  otherwisie,  we 
cannot  imagine  how  our  former  publick  decla- 
ration should  not  have  stopp'd  your  mouths  in 
tliis  point. — ^And  as  to  your  request,  thit  wc 
would  uow  receive  your  former  petition :  we 
wonder  whaticould  make  you  presume  that  we 


would  receive  it :  whereas,  in  our  former  letter. 
we  plainly  declared  the  contrary  unto  you. 
And  therefore  we  have  justly  rejected  thai  suit 
of  yours:  for  what  have  you  left  unattempted 
in  the  highest  points  of  sovereignty,  in  that 
petition  of  yours,. except  the  striking  of  coinf 
for  It  contains  the  violation  of  leagues;  the 
particular  way  how  to  govern  a  war;  and  the 
marriage  of  our  dearest  son,  both  negatively 
witli  Spain :  nay,  with  any  other  popish  princess ; 
and  also  affimiatively,  as  to  the  matching  with 
one  of  our  religion;  which  we  confess  is  a 
strain  beyond  any  providence  or  wisdom  God 
hath  given  us,  as  thmgs  now  stand. — ^These  nrt 
un-fit  Things  to  be  handled  in  parliament,  ex- 
cept your  king  should  require  it  of  you:  for 
who  can  have  wisdom  to  judge  of  things  of  that 
nature,  hut  such  as  are  daily  acquainted  with 
the  particulars  of  treaties,  and  of  the  variable 
and  fixed  connection  of  atikirs  of  state,  together 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  secret  ways,  ends, 
and  intentions  of  princes  in  their  several 
negotiations?  otherwise  a  small  mistaking  of 
matters  of  this  nature  may  produce  more  eftccts 
than  can  be  imagined :  and  therefore,  *  ne  suitor 
ultra  crepidam.'  And  besides,  the  intcrmedliog 
in  parliament  witLmattcrs  of  peaoc  or  war,  and 
the  marriage  of  our  dearest  son,  would  be  such 
a  diminution  to  us  and  to  our  crown  in  fbi*ei!i;n 
countries,  as  would  make  any  prince  neglect 
to  treat  wit^  m,  either  in  matters  of  pe^c  or 
marriage,  except  they  might  be  assured  by  tlw 
assent  of  Parliament.  And  so  it  proved  long 
ago  with  a  king  of  France;  who,  upon  a  trick, 
procuring  hi$  states*  to  dissent  from  some  treaty 
which  before  he  had  made,  was  after  refused 
treaty  with  aiiv  other  princes,  to  his  great  re- 
proach, unless  he  woula  first  procure  the  assent 
of  his  estates  to  their  proposition.  And  will 
you  cast  your  eves  upon  tiie  late  times,  yoa 
shall  find,  that  tlie  late  queen,  of  fieimoiis  me- 
mory, was  humbly  petitioned  by  a  pariiaincut 
to  be  pleased  to  marry :  but  her  Answer  was, 
that  she  liked  their  petition  well,  t)ecause  it 
was  simple,  not  limiting  her  to  place  nor  per- 
son, as  not  befitting  her  liking  to  their  fancies; 
.and  if  they  had  done  otherwise,  she  woul<l 
have  thought  it  a  high  presumption  in  them. 
Judge  then  what  we  may  do  in  such  a  case, 
ha\ing  made  our  publick  declaration  already 
(as  we  said  before)  directly  contrary  to  tliat 
which  vou  have  uow  petitioned. — Now  to  the 
points  m  jour  petition,  whereof  you  desire  aa 
answer  as  properly  belonging  to  the  parliament. 
The  first  and  tlie  greatest  point  is,  that  of  reli- 
gion :  concerning  which,  at  this  time,  we  can 
give  you  no  other  answer  than  in  the  general; 
which  is,  that  you  may  rest  secure,  that  we  will 
never  be  weary  to  do  all  we  can  for  the  propa- 
gation of  our  religion,  and  repressing  of  popery : 
but  the  manner  and  form  you  must  remit  to 
oiir  care  and  providence,  who  can  best  consider 
of  tiroes,  and  seasons;  not  by  undertaking  a 
publick  war  of  religion  through  all  the  world 
at  once;  which,  how  hard  and  dangerous  a 
ta^k  it  may  prove,  you  may  judge.  But  this 
puts  us  in  mmd,  how  all  the  world  complained 
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tile  last  }oar  n(  plenty  of  corn ;  and  God  sent 
us^a  cooliii^card  this  year  for  that  heat:  and 
$a*\ve  pray  God,  that  this  desire  among  you  of 
kindlilig  wars  (shewing  your  weariness  of  peace 
and  plerity)  may  not  make  God  permit  us  to 
'  feil'iUto  the  miseries  of  both.  But,  as  we 
already  said,  our  care  of  religion  must  be  such, 
as,  on  the  one  part,  we  must  not,  by  the  hot  per-^ 
secution  oi  our  recusants  at  home,  irritate 
foreign  princes  of  contrary  religion :  and  teach 
tlicm  the  way  to  plague  the  Protestants  in  their 
dominions,  with  whom  we  daily  intercede,  and 
at  this  time  principally,  for  case  to  them  of  our 
profession  that  live  under  them;  yet,  upon  the 
other  part,  we  never  mean  to  spare,  from  due 
and  severe  punishment,  any  papist  that  will 
grow  insolent  for  living  under  our  so  mild  go- 
Teriiment.  And  you  may  also  be  assured,  we 
will  leave  no  care  untaken,  as  well  for  the  good 
education  of  the  youth  at  home,  especially  the 
children  of  papists,  as  also  for  preserving  at  all 
times  hereafter  the  youth  that  are  or  shall  be 
abroad,  from  being  bred  in  dancjerous  places, 
and  so  poisoned  in  popish  semmaries.  And 
as  in  tliis  point,  namely,  the  good  education  of 
popish  youth  at  home,  wc  hrwe  already  given 
sonic  good  proofs,  both  in  this  kingdom  and  in 
Ireland;  so  will  we  be  well  pleased  to  pass 
any  good  laws  that  shall  be  made,  either  now. 
Or  at  any  time  hcrcaftrr,  to  this  pupose. — Ann 
as  to  your  request  of  making  this  a  session,  and 
grantmg  a  General  Pardmi ;  it  shall  be  your  de- 
feults,  iiJf  we  make  not  this  a  session  before 
Christmas. — But  for  the  pardon,  yc  crave  such 
particulars  in  it,  as  we  mQ$t  be  well  advised 
upon;  lest,  otherwise,  wc  give  you  back  the 
double  or  treble  of  what  we  are  to  receive 
by  your  entire  subsidy,  without  fifteenths.  But 
the  ordinary  course  we  hold  fittest  to  be. used 
still  in  this  case,  is,  that  we  should  of  our  free 
ci*ace  send  you  down  a  pardon  from  the  higher 
house,  contaiuuig  such  points  as  we  shall  think 
fittest;  wherein,  we  hope,  ye  shall  receive  good 
satisfaction. — But  we  cannot  omit  to  shew  you, 
Low  strange  we  think  it,  that  ye  should  make 
60  bad  and  unjust  a  commentary  upon  sonje 
words  of  our  fonner  letter,  as  if  we  meant  to 
restrain  you  thereby  of  your  antient  privileges 
and  liberties  iri  parliament.  *  Truly,  a  scholar 
would  be  ashamed  so  to  misplace  and  misjudge 
any  sentences  in  another  man's  book.  For 
whereas,  in  the  end  of  our  former  letter,  we 
discharged  you  to  meddle  with  government  and 
mysteries  of  state,  namely,  matters  of  war  or 
peace,  or  our  dearest  son  s  match  with  Spain ; 
by  which  pai^ticular  denominations  wc  interpret 
and  restrain  our  former  words:  and  then,  after, 
we  forbid  you  to  meddle  with  such  things  as  have 
ihcir  ordinary  course  in  courts  of  justice;  ye 
couple  together  those  two  distinct  sentences, 
imd  plainly  leave  out  these  words,  of  mysteries 
pf  state:  so  as  je  err,  *  a  bene  divi.^is  ad  male 
^onjuncta.'  For  of  the  former  part,  concerning 
mysteries  of  state,  we  plainly  restrained  our 
ineaning  to  the  particulars  that  were  after 
inentioned;  and,  in  the  latter,  wc  confess  we 
l^eaiit  by  it  sir  Edward  Coke*s  foolish  business : 


and  therefore  it  had  well  become  hkn,  cspedall/ 
being  our  servant,  and  one  of  our  council,  to 
have  complained  unto  us;  which  he  never  did, 
though  he  was  ordinarily  at  court  since,  and 
never  had  access'  refused  unto  liim. — And 
although  we  cannot  allow  of  the  stile,  calling 
it,  your  antient  and  undoubted  right  and  in- 
heritance; but  could  rather  have  wished,  that 
ye  had  said,  that  your  privileges  were  derived 
from  the  gr..ce  and  permission  of  our  ancestors 
and  us;  (for  most  of  them  grow  from  prece- 
dents, which  slicws  rather  a  toleration  than  in- 
heritance) yet  we  are  pleased  to  give  you  our- 
royal  assurance,  that  as  long  as  you  contain 
yourselves  within  the  limits  of  your  duty,  wo 
will  be  as  careful  to  maintain  and  preserve  your 
lawful  liberties  and  privileges,  as  ever  any  of 
our  predecessors  were,  nay,  as  to  presen'e  our 
own  royal  prerogative.  So  as  your  house  shall 
only  have  need  to  beware  to  trench  upon  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown;  which  would  en- 
force us,  or  any  just  king,  to  retrench  them  of 
their  privileges,  that  would  pare  his  prerogative 
and  flowers  of  the  crown:  but  of  this,  wo 
hope,  there  shall  never  be  cause  given.  Dated 
at  Newmarket,  Dec.  11,  1621." 

Mr.  Chanc.  of  the  ICxcheq,  saith,  that  he 
hath  to  deliver,  by  word  of  mouth,  8  messages 
from  the  king  to  this  house.  1st,  thatbis 
maj.  doth  appoint  Saturday  sennight  for  a 
conclusion  of  the  sessions,  and  commeudetli 
particularly  the  bill  of  Continuance  and  Repeal 
of  Statutes.  2,  concerning  the  Pardon,  his  maj . 
is  desirous  that  the  lord  treasurer  himself  and 
mr.  Solicitor  should  peruse  it,  *ne  quid  detri- 
menti  rex  capiat.'  S,  that  if  Gouldsmith  bath 
offended  the  house,  he  should  be  punished;  if 
not,  he  thmketh  it  justice,  he  should  be  re- 
mitted. 

Sir  Rob.  Phillips  saith,  if  the  king's  Answer 
to  our  Petition  doth  not  strike  the  affecUoo 
and  soul  of  every  member  of  this  house,  he 
knoweth  not  what  will.  He  would  have*~ua 
defer,  till  tomorrow,  the  consideration  of  this 
his  maj /s  Answer,  that  we  may  clear  off  from 
us  the  stain  laid  on  us  of  rashness ;  and  that 
wc  may  not  gi^'e  up  our  privileges,  as  we  desire 
not,  in  any  wise,  to  touch  on  the  prerogative 
of  his  majesty. 

Sir  Hen,  I^qqIc^  would  not  have  us  always 
dwell  on  the  rocks  of  preserving  our  privileges: 
but  would  have  us  see  the  best  bills,  and  pro- 
ceed on  with  some  of  tlie  most  general  of  them, 
that  we  may  not  go  now  home  again  with 
empty  hands. 

Sir-  Dudley  I^^^gg£S  saith,  that  he  is  n?u^h 
comforted  to  see  so  plain  dealing  from  his  maj. 
to  this  house :  that  his  maj.  doth  so  well  un- 
derstand our  proceedings,  that  he  doth  leave 
it  to  our  free  election,  to  proceed  with  what 
business  we  will.  He  would,  if  any  one  be  of 
opinion,  that  our  privileges  are  yet  touched, 
that  wc  then  fust  clear  that :  but  his  own  opin- 
ion is,  that  our  privileges  are  not  touched;  apd 
would  have  us  go  on  with  bills  and  business,  and 
preimrc  for  a  sessions. 

i\Ir.  Solidtor  saith,  that,  as  the  siik  of  the 
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kinp;'s  Answer  doth  carry  it  in  gravity  and 
imuesty,  so  doth  it  express,  that  tlie  king  is  a 
fktfier  to  us.  lie  would  have  us  nieditaie  on 
it,  and  to-mort'ow  resolve  to  go  on  with  the  bu- 
sinesssof  tlie  house. 

Mr.  Tho.  Crewe  sBith,  that  he  is  much  com- 
forted, that  it  hath  pleased  his  maj.  to  give  us 
assurance  ofreligion.  For  the  present,  he  would 
have  tlie  Pardon  prepared ;  and,  for  the  rest, 
he  would  have  the  clerk  to  bring  us  a  catalogue 
of  all  the  bills  that  are  sent  up  to  the  Lords, 
ho»y  many  oFtheni  are  come  down  parsed,  how 
many  arc  here  engrosseil,  and  ready  to  he  sent 
up ;  and  tiien  a  message  to  be  sent  to  the  Lords, 
to  dispatch  the  bills  which  they  have. — It  was 
accordingly  ordered,  tiiat  the  clerk  shall  ptc- 
pare,  a|[;ainst  tomorrow,  the  true  state  of  all 
tke   bills. 

Sir  7V?o.  Wentworth  moveth  that  no  member 
sliall  gO  out  of  town  till  the  sessions  be  ended. 

Mr.  SecrUwy  secondcth  the  motion,  by  rea- 
son of  the  great  business  of  the  house;  and 
desireth  the  Speaker  to  come  more  early  than 
be  hath  been  accustomed. 

Dec.  15*  Sir  Geo,  Moore  saitb,  that  our 
liberties  are  our  freehold,  and  the  fairest  flower 
that  groweth  iu  the  garden  of  the  Commons  : 
and,  if  they  be  once  nipped,  they  will  never 
grow  again :  that  we  have  laboured  but  of  duty 
(in  the  service  of  those  who  sent  us  hither)  to 
defend  oin*  liberties,  what  we  could:  that  his 
xnaj.  did  at  first  say  and  hath  since  reiterated 
his  promise,  that  he  would  confirm  and  main- 
tain all  our  lawful  liberties:  that  he  doubteth 
not,  but  his  maj,  when  he  shall  consider,  that 
we  have  done  what  hath  been  good,  but  th:tt 
be  will  add  (as  God  did  to  Ezeki.is,  when  he 
had  prayed  and  said,  that  he  had  done  what 
was  good  in  his  sight,  15  years  to  his  age)  a 
longer  tim«  to  our  sitting  here.  He  would 
have  a  committee  appointed  to  consider  of  all 
the  Messages,  sent  us  by  the  king,  concerning 
our  Privileges  and  his  majesty's  several  An- 
swers ;  tliat  we  may  see,  how  the  state  of  our 
liberties  npw  stands. 

Mr.  Scrj.  Ashley  saith,  that  we  should  not 
take  any  discontent  at  the  words  of  the  king's 
Answer;  for  we  must  leave  kings  to  use  their 
own  phrase  and  language.  His  maj.  assurcth 
us  for  our  religion ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  will 
{and  he  hopcth  the  rest  of  the  house  will  also) 
take  his  maj.'s  word  for  a  warrant,  to  execute 
the  law  on  all  papists.  The  king  saith,  that  he 
will  maintain  our  liberties,  as  far  forth  as  any 
of  his  predecessors  have  done ;  but  *  plus  valet 
Icgalis  consuetudo,  quam  regalis  concessio.'  He 
would  have  us  take  what  bUls  we  may,  though 
wc  cannot  have  what  we  would  ;  lesi  our  ad- 
versaries rejoice  to  see,  that  we  now  again  go 
home  empty-handed. 

Sir  Francii  Seymour  saith,  if  we  cast  onr 
eyes  on  his  maj  .*s  Letter,  on  his  maj  .*s  Mes- 
sage, and  lastly  on  his  maj.'s  Answer  we  shall 
read,  with  grief,  how  our  privilesjes  stand,  and 
in  what  case  we  stand  ;  and  he  bclievefh,  that 
there  is  no  man's  heart,  which  feeleth  a  guilti- 
ness of  that,  which  is  expressed  in  his  maj/s 


Answer:  that,  though  we  now  detlinc  the  far- 
ther disputing  of  the  Mutch,  the  iVlatter  of  lie* 
ligion  and  \^  ar,  yet  he  wOuld  haVe  it  here  ex- 
pressed aud  declared,  t]iat  the  consideratio))  of 
the  re'igion  of  this  kingdotrt,  the  safety  pf  h5» 
raaj.'s  person  and  this  kingdom,  are  not  irii^t-  , 
ters  out  of  the  cognisance  of  this  house :  that 
he  thinketh  the  bills,  which  we  may  now  pass, 
will  not  be  worth  our  labour.  He  would  have 
us  consider,  how  to  give  the  king  satistaction 
concerning  that  which  he  taxeth  us  for  by  his 
Answer;  and  take  some  course,  how  to  seitl© 
our  Privileges,  as  that  we  leave  them  not  worse 
taan  we  found  them,  when  we  cone  hither. 

Mr.  Chanc,  of  the  Exikeq.  saith,  that  it  is 
with  us  this  day,  as  in  a  battle:  we  can  err 
but  once.  He  hopeth  we  shall  not  so  much 
reflect  on  the  manner  of  the  ki.ig's  Answer,  as 
the  matter:  that  the  king,  wiicii  be  wrote  this 
Answer,  was  extremely  divided  betv\eeu  his 
zeal  to  this  hou^e,  and  the  jealousy  of  foreign, 
princes,  who  had  their  eyes  over  his  maj.  to  see 
what  would  be  the  success  ol'  our  Petition. 
Seeing  we  have,  as  for  our  liberties,  a  full  An- 
swer; and,  for  the  rest  of\)jr  petitions,  us 
much  satisfaction,  as  his  maj.  with  his  honour, 
can  (as  things  stand)  give;  that  our  longer 
complaining  of  our  grief  will  be  rather  a  dis- 
content to  the  king,  than  otherwise  :  that  his 
maj.  (when  be  had  dispatched  this  his  Answer) 
parted  from  the  messengers  cheerfully,  as  if  he 
thought,  that,  by  this  his  Answer,  he  had  both 
answered  the  expectation  of  this  house,  and 
prevented  the  jealousy  of  foreign  p:  inces.  He^ 
would  have  us  go  on  with  as  many  bills  as  we 
can  now  dispatch;  and  hope  for  to  effect  the 
rest,  at  our  next  meeting  atter  Christmas. 

Sir  J</wc«  Pcrrott  saith,  that  our  religion  is 
not  so  safe,  as  we  desire  it  to  be.  He  would 
have  the  king  rectified  in  his  opinion  ;  for  we 
do  not  blame  his  maj.'s  care  of  religion,  by 
complaining  of  the  insolency  of  the  papists; 
neither  do  we  (as  his  maj.  conceiveth)  talsa  on 
us  a  plenitude  of  power,  .He  would  have  us 
justify,  to  the  king,  our  love,  duty  and  loyalty 
to  his  maj. ;  and  to  desire,  for  our  Religion, 
that  he  >('ould  be  pleased  to.  send,  from  this 
town,  all  papists,  to  their  houses  in  the  coun- 
try ;  for  here  they  go  to  the  houses  of  foreign 
ambassadors,  where  they  not  only  exercise 
their  religion,  but  give  offerings,  whereby,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  that  much  of  our  money  is  trans- 
ported beyond  sea.  He  would  have  a  com* 
mitt^e  appointed  to  consider  of  these  things, 
and  also  of  our  privileges,  if  they  are  in- 
fringed. 

J  Mr.  Broo'ic  stLithf  that  we  have  our  prix'i- 
leges  and  liberties  by  prescription,  time  put  of 
mind,  and  not  by  toleration.  He  would  hav^ 
a  Protestation  entered  in  the  house,  that  we 
claim  onr  privileges  as  an  inheritance,  and  not 
as  granted  from  kings  to  us.  He  would  have  a 
short  bill  passed  heie,  to  continue  all  statutes 
that  stand  on  continuance,  till  the  end  of  the 
next  sessions,  fur,  if  we  go  to  pas^  the  bill,  it 
will  ask  more  time  than  is  between  this  and 
Friday ;  and  alio  tha;  w«  z^ifMi  pa^  another 
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bill,  to  continue  the  state  of  the  business  of 
tlic  house,  as  it  now  stands;  and,  by  this 
means,  we  may  have  a  sessions  I  efore  Christ- 
mas. But  especially  he  would  have  our  claim 
of  our  privilegcb  entered  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Treusmer  saith,  that  he  findeth,  that  the 
house  is  much  troubled,  that  the  king  hath 
tvritteu  so  angry  a  letter  to  us,  which  he  with- 
cth  we  had  not  provoked  him  unto.  liismaj. 
saith,  he  will  have  a  care  of  the  propagation  of 
religion ;  and  therefore  he  would  liavc  us  pray 
to  God,  for  the  continuance  of  such  his  care.- 
His  maj.  saith,  \vc  have  strained  the  words  of 
his  letter  more  against  ourselves,  thaa  his  maj. 
meant,  or  we  could  well  do.  He  would  not 
have  us  now  dispute  any  farther,  but  resolve 
to  curry  down  some  bills  with  us ;  Je^t  wc  draw 
inlhitj}  on  ourselves,  *ind  discontent  to  the  king 
and  his  people. 

Sir  liob.  PhVVps  saith,  that,  lest  his  silence 
tx.  this  time  mi.^ht  be  imputed  to  suUenness, 
he  thought  good  to  put  himself  into  the  dispute 
of  the  things  now  hern  in  aptation  :  wherein, 
he  saith,  he  will  collect  and  frame  observations 
on  his  maj.'s  Letter;  wherein  wc  are  to  observe 
lind  coi.sider  the  sense  and  opinion  of  the 
house,  how  we  ought  to  proceed;  on  which 
he  will  render  his  opinion,  what  he  conceiv- 
cth  he  Ought  to  do.  In  the  king's  Letter  wc 
may  note  his  maj.'s  Reprehension,  Detlaration 
and  Admonition.  In  the  Reprehension  his 
ninij.  iii  viiy  f^uSLl  with  us;  and  he  doubtcth 
iifit,  Imr^  U\\f\  \\\&  Tiiaj.  heard  our  discourses,  or 
could  huf  \\\Ui  \i  I'Tspective,  see  our  hearts,  lie 
would  jiijt  \iJi\K  i»  misconstrued  our  actions, 
t!if  would  InivL*  uri  ratlicr  think  how  to  get  from 
h^i  m jj*  ^  s\vi't.tcr  tune,  than  to  irritate  him 
by  otii  r'ljrsiitr  rti^j^ufe.  In  the  Declaration,  he 
beUeiethj  ihui  ih.fe  is  none  here  but  will  take 
grcut  cjajjfurL  to  see,  tliat  so  great  a  prince 
dijtli  take  care  of  our  reli{:ion ;  and  his  maj. 
iaitb^  tUar,  lo  ihnt  end,  he  will  pass  any  laws 
tbrihe  cduciititm  of  children.  lie  would  not 
tlitrcfiiic  have  ui  soil  this  stone  further,  seeiuy: 
k  \%  fijp  jtrujit  of  ^r  Lte,  thiitbis  maj.  now  spareth 
to  haic  ilje  \i\\\ ,  Q!;ain't  papists  st welly  exe- 
rulcJ*  It  o>inr..teth  him,  and  bclioveth  it 
doih  lilt^.^iae  i,iji  ifort  a!l  his  good  subjects,  to 
\.^^  Kis  iniij^  so  c'  ufjdently  to  declare  his  reso- 
hiT]*ifj  tvnd  dmri'  t(j  gain  the  Palatinate.  If  wc 
li  I  '  knonii  ?uontT,  bow  far  his  maj.  had  pro- 
». '  «fl'il  ill  Hsc  Mo'ch  of  Spain,  we  should  not 
i}^  hi'  ihlukrtlO  lUuc  rtieddled  with,  or  touched 
xhikt  siring*  Ab  lor  our  Privilctrcs,  since  hii 
jn;ij.  iiir.h  ■^iiiH,  ;^e  hold  our  liberties  by  the 
grace  of  prince?,  and  not  by  a  right  descended 
unto  us,  and  thi.t  that  question  is  stiiTcd  (whicU 
lie  wislicth  hud  not  been)  he  ihinketh  that  wd 
are  now  to  do  something  more  in  this  point, 
than  to  let  them  thus  ret 


and  that  we  should  go  to  the  king,  to  Theo* 
bald's,  to  let  him  know,  that  w  c  are  sorry  that 
we  arc  so  misinterpreted  :  that  it  is  impossible 
to  have  a  sessions  now ;  for  that  which  will 
content  the  country  is  not  only  bills :  and,  if 
bills  would,  yet  we  cannot  pass  such  bills,  as 
will  give  the  wiser  sort,  in  the  coontry,  aoy 
content;  for  they  look  to  have  some  ease  of 
Grievances,  and  some  ease  of  Trade,  as  well 
as  to  have  a  few  bills.  As  for  the  bill  of  Sub- 
sidy, it  will  he  no  great  time  lost,  if  we,  at 
Christmas,  adjourn  the  sitting,  as  we  use  to  do 
at  Faster;  and  then  we  may  meet  presently 
after  Christmas,  to  proceed  with  the  business 
of  the  house  ;  and,  in  5  or  6  weeks,  he  doubt-* 
eth  not  but  we  shall  dispatch  such  bills  and  bu- 
siness, as  would  give  his  maj.  and  the  people 
good  satisfaction :  that  it  will  be  no  mlanvy 
Foruis  to  alter  our  purpose,  since  the  occasions 
are  altered ;  for  it  is  n6w  12  dfeys  since  wfc 
desired  to  have  a  sessions;  and  since  that  time 
we  h^vebeen  troubled  with  business  of  another 
mature  which  haih  been  interposed  by  bis  maj.*s 
letters  and  messages. 

Sir  Tlw.  Went  worth  would  bave  a  committee 
'  appointed  to  consider,  whether  we  shall  do 
well  to  go  on  with  bills  or  no,  and  also  how  we 
hold  our  Privileges,  whether  by  right,  or  by 
permission  and  toleration  :  and  this  of  our  Pri- 
vileges, to  be  first  considered.  He  saitb,  he 
will*iot  speak,  whether  it  will  he  best  to  have 
(a  sessions  or  do,  till  he  seeth  how  our  privileget 
land  the  business  of  the  bouse  standcth.  '^ 
'  Sir  Diidlet/'Dlgtics  would  have  a  commfttecf 
appointed  to  consfder  how  our  liberties  stand  ; 
for  he  must  say  still,  that  our  Privileges  are  oar 
right  and  inheritance,  born  with  us.  He  woufd 
have  us  uke  heed  how  wc  say,  we  hold  our 
privileges  by  custom  or  prescription;  for, 
*  nullum  tempus  occurrit  regi.'  But  he  thhik- 
eth,  that  the  king  did  but  argue  that  our  pri- 
vileges arc  derived  from  the  grace  and  per-  ' 
mission  of  princes,  and  dotb  now  say  so 
directly. 

Mr.Tfio.  Crewt  saith,  that,  as  we  owe  to 
the  king  our  duty,  our  lives,  and  ail  we  have, 
so  do  we  our  liberties  and  privileges  to  our 
posterity.  The  time  being  so  short  wc  have  to 
sit,  it  will  be  lost  labour  now  for  us  to  ^o  on' 
with  bills.  Since  the  bill  of  Monopolies  is 
cast  away,  and,  for  aught  we  hear,  that  alscT 
against  concealments,  and  all  the  bills  of  Grace 
laid  asleep  with  the  Lords,  he  thinketh,  it  will 
not  be  worth  our  labour  to  have  a  sessions, 
which  (if  we  might  have  had  those  bills')  he 
should  have  been  glad  of.  It  cannot  but  oe  a 
great  grief  to  us,  to  hear  so  wise  a  king  Xb 
doubt  the  right  of  our  Privileges,  and  would 
have  us  stile  "them  a  liberty  derived  by  the  per- 


^  t.  And  ill  so  doing  | mission  of  princes;  and  he  thinketh  this  doth 
^\e  shall  do  no  more,  than  was  dhputod  of  in  jstir  all  our  hearts:  that  he  thinketh,  the  walls 
ttje  firi-t  pari,  of  his  maj,  when  the  king  said,  I  of  this  house  would  speak  tigainst  us,  if  we 
wc  held  our  liberties  by  a  toleration,  not  by  'should  sit  still  and  leave  his  maj.  in  dislite  of 

our  stihug our  liberties  our  undoubted  ancient 
right  and  inheritance :  that,  by  Magna  Charta, 
the  irbeities,  rights,  and  privileges  (as  well  aSi 
the  lands)  of  Uie  temporality  and  spiritualitjf 


rij^ht :  whereupon  there  was  here  entered  a 
pu^)lic  Dccluration,  thai  wc  held  them  by  in- 
lieritaiice  from  our  ancestors.  He  would  ha\x? 
a  select  cemiuittee  appointed  for  this  purpose ; 
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>f  the  i^ert,  barons^  gentry,  ^d  commonalty 
>f  cbe  kiiifdon^  are  renewed,  coJifurmrd  and 
^tablishcd  noto  u«:  that,  it*  our  lnw  be  our 
birthright  and  inheritance  (a«  all  know  it  isj 
ilea  much  more  arc  our  privileges  and  iibercie^ 
>f  pari.  He  would  have  a  general  committee 
o  consider  of  that  which  wa^  here  entered,  on 
,he  hkc  question  of  our  Privilc)^e3y  in  1  Jac. 
ind  to  compare  tins  with  it^  that  we  may  go  on 
xovff  as  we  did  then ;  and,  this  b^ing  at  a  grand 
x>mmittec  thoroughly  debated,  and  brought 
;o  a  head,  then  to  appoint  a  select  committee 
o  frame  what  we  shall  think  lit  to  be  done 
&eroin, 

Mr.  Solicitor  saith,  that  our  liberties  and 
privileges  of  pari-  are  our  inheritance ;  bqt  he 
%ould  not  have  us  stand  so  much  un  the  mau- 
ler, as  the  matter  of  his  miy.'s  Answer:  that 
ve  should  not  be  so  much  moved  herewith ; 
ince  the  king  doth  conclude^  we  shall  freely 
^njoy  the  same.  He  v^ould  have  us  enter  here 
n  the  house  our  claim  to  the  right  of  our  privi- 
cges,  according  to  the  ancicut  parliamentary 
;ourse,  and  that  we  once  more  pccitioii  his 
njy.  though,  he  saith,  he  iss  sorry  we  art  forced 
io  often  t*j  trouble  his  maj.  lie  would  have 
IS  go  on  with  this  matter  of  our  privileges  at 
he  committee ;  so  as  we  neglect  not  to  have 
L  sessions.  It  is  true,  we  have  been  diverted ; 
ret,  he  thinketh,  we  muy  pass  such  bills^  as 
vi II  give  the  country  good  content:  that  he 
>eUcveth,  that  'invidius  hoc  fecit:'  the  devil, 
)r  his  instruments,  hath  sowed  his  diversion 
ionon^t  us:  tliat  he  would  have  a  sessions: 
tnd  saith  confidently,  that  what  the  kin^  will 
;rant  and  discharge,  by  his  Pardon,  will  be 
Dore  worth  to  us,  than. three  Subsidies  are  to 
lis  m^.:  that  therefore  he  would  have  us  go 
Ml  with  bills,  and  with  the  committee  for  our 
jrinleges, 

Sir  Edit}.  Coke  protesteth  before  God,  that 
th  ever  speaketh  his  own  conscience,  but  he 
loth  not  ever  speak  his  own  tilings :  for  he,  for 
he  most  part,  ever  speaketh  by  warrant  of  pre- 
ledcnts.  *■  Omnis  qualitas  in  principali  subjecto 
ist  in  summo  ^radu,'  as  '  lumen  in  sole  :*  and 
o  are  the  privdeges  (which  are  the  laws)  of  the 
>arl.  here  m  the  pari.  <  in  principali  subjecto,' 
md  therefore  '  iu,  summo  gradu }  that  the  ii- 
lertics  and  privileges  of  pari,  arc  the  mother 
md  Ufe  of  all  laws,  and  laws  are  in  pari.  '  in 
ummo  gradu  -*  whereas  the  kiogsaiih,  he  liketh 
lot  our  stiling  of  our  hberties  our  ancient  in- 
leritance,  yet  he  will  maintain  and  give  us 
cave  to  enjoy  the  same ;  wliich  iudeed  striketh 
Lt  the  root  of  all  oi^  privileges.  *  Coasuetudo 
egni^  is  the  law  of  the  kingdom.  Hetljiuketh, 
hat  that  part  of  his  maj/s  Answer  proceeded 
miy  by  the  length  of  it ;  far  it  was  at  the  end 
if  his  Answer  that  he  wrote,  he  wished  we  had 
lot  stiled  our  privileges  qur  ancient  inheritance, 
)ut  rather,  that  we  had  them  by  the  permission 
>f  our  kings,  his  maj.'s  precJecessors.  He 
vould  have  us  stand  upon  the  dafcuce  of  our 
^ivifege^  in  thi^  point,  and  that  a  general  com* 
oitice  should  debate  hereof.  lie  would  have 
^  take  ac9#iuH  ^  Moo^^jf  o(  thf  m;^  ^f  the 


bills  of  the  house,  and  that  then  we*  may  pro^ 
ceed  therem ;  and  that,  accordiii^  to  a  pai  ii:i- 
meutary  course,  we  proceed  hlicwise  with 
Grievances. 

Sir  W/n.  Spenc^  would  have  this  general 
committee  (appoi.>ted  to  consider  of  our  privi* 
legps)  to  coubiiler  particularly  of  one  point  of 
the  king's  Lettei*.  whej  eiu  he  buiih,  iLai  he  Uikr 
eth  Himself  free  and  able  to  punish  the  misde^^ 
meanour  of  any  member  here  in  pail,  as  well 
sitting  the  pari,  as  atter;  fur  that  we  hold  it 
for  a  liberty  aud  special  privilege,  ihat  no  man, 
that  hath  here  beeu.cleiired  fro:u  baying  €»r  do* 
iug  any  thing  tSatinisbecumfih  bim,  s.iould  b^ 
afterwards  punished  for  that  fault. 

Mr.  Noj/e  saiih  that  our  hberties  and  privi- 
leges are,  by  ^Iagna  Lharta,  contirmed  to  us, 
by  •  libertates  suas;'  which  »hewetli,  that  thejf 
are  anciently  our's,  and  but  contirmed  (not 
<iri«mally  granted;  to  us. 

Mr.  6€cretiirj/i  saith,  that  it  was  never  in  his 
m^.'s.  mind  or  opinion  to  (Question  our  privi* 
leges,  but  it  was  only  the  slip  of  a  pen  in  the 
end  of  a  long  Answer:  That  he  would  have  a 
Committee  to  consider  hereof;  for  our  Privi- 
leges ought  to  be  dear  unto  us.  As  for  that 
particular  of  our  privileges,  spoken  of  by  sir 
W.  Spencer,  he  would  nut  have  the  cominutco 
to  meddle  llicrewiih ;  for  he  thinketh  it  will 
ask  a  gri'ar  dispute,  and  it  will  at  last  grow  a 
question  between  the  king  and  us,  of  our  pri* 
vileges  therein, 

Mr.  dranzile  sajth,  that  the  king  hath  not 
the  power  of  refusal  of  our  just  privileges, 
though  we  make  our  request  for  hij»  permission 
of  them  :  That  he  thinketh,  the  king  meaneth 
by  punishing  of  misdemeanours  in  pari,  (nily 
matters  of  treason,  i»r  such  as  concern  the  bend 
of  a  man,  for  v%  e  have  not  pqvver  to  behead  any 
man:  and  that  his  m^).  intendeth  not  other 
misdemeanours  in  parliament. 

It  wiis  then  order^  that  a  Committee  of  tho 
whole  ilouse  shall  take  into  their  considoratioi) 
all  things  concerning  the  Privile^ts  of  this 
house,  or  a.iy  thin|;  incident  thereto,  and  tliat 
it  shall  sit  on  Monday  next. 

The  King's  letter  lo  Mr,  Sexretary  Calvert,'] 
Dec.  17.  Mr.  Secretary  Ci^dvcrt  acquainted 
the  Ilouse  that  he  had  ^  Mej>sag^  from  the 
King  to  this  ilouse.  He  then  read  the  follow- 
ing letter  wliich  he  had  received  frqni  liis  m^, 
vii: 

"  To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Counsellor, 
sir  George  Calvert,  Knight,  one  of  our 
principal  Secretaries." 

"  Jacobus  Rex.— Right  trusty  and  well-be- 
loved counsellor,  We  green  you  well.  We  are 
sorry  to  hear,  that  notwiihstandiijg  our  reite- 
rated messages  to  our  liouse  of  commons,  for 
going  on  in  their  businesses,  in  regard  of  the 
shortness  of  time  betwixt  this.  a»d  Uhrisunas. 
and  of  theu:  own  earnest  dctire,  that  we  should 
now  conclude  a  session  b^  making  of  good  and 
profitable  laws,  they  continue  to  lose  time ;  an4 
now  of  late,  upon  our  gracious  Answer  senV 
U4t9  then^  have  6^co  occa^n  to  make  mart 
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delay,  in  appointing  a  committee  tomorrow,  to  '  will  give  the   autbore  thereof  little  thanks. 
,  cons.tler  upon  the  points  of  our  Answer ;    and  [  Given  at  our  court  at  Royston,  the  16th  of 
especially  cuitcerning  that  point  in  it,  which    Dec'  1621." 

inakeih  loeution  of  ttieir  Privileges.  Our  plcar  j  Mr.  Secretary  Calvert  then  said,  that  it  was 
sure  tiierefore  ii,  that  you  shall,  in  our  name,  '  not  str.mge,  that '  the  bubine^5  of  the  hoose 
tell  them,  ttiat  we  are  so  loth  to  have  time  mis-  '  (which  was  so  comiponiy  spoWen  of  abroad  in 

pcMit,'wh^h  Lj  80  precious  a  thing,  in  the  well    the  town)  doth  come  to  his  maj.'sear;  and  be 

u&in^  whereof  our  people  may  receive  so  great  j  thinketh,whosoevcrhaih  informed  hismaj.herc- 

a  bene  t,  um  we  aje  thus  far  contented  to  de-    of,  Irtth  done  a  good  otiice  to  the  house.     He 

eceud  fioin  our  roval  dignity,  by  explaining,  at  I  dcsireth,  tlrnt  his  maj.'s  Letter  may  be  entered 

thuinue,our  meaning  in  our  saia  Answer  touch-  ]  here  in  the  house;  and  that  we  may  go  on  with 

iiig  that  point;   that  all  our  good  subjects  in 

that  hou&e,  ihai  intend  no*  bing  but  our  honour, 

and   tne   ueal   of  tbe^^con[^non-wealth,  may 

clearly  see  our  intention.      Whereas  in  our 

said  Answer  \^e  told  them  that  we  could  not 

milow  of  tlie  stile,  calling  it  ttieir  ancient  and 

undoubted  rig  t-^nd  inheritance;    but  could 

rather  have  wished,  that  they  had  said,  their 

"Privileges  were  derived  from  the  grace  and  per- 
mission of  our  ancestors  and  us  (for  most  of 

them  gpov.'  from  Precedents")  which  sheweth 

rather  a  toleration  than  inheritance ;  the  plain 

truth  is,  that  \^e  cannot,  with  patience,  endure 

our  subjects  *o  use  such  autimonarchical  worde 

to  us,  concerning  iiieir  hbcrties,  except  they 

bad  subjoined,  that  they  were  granite d   unto 

tht  m  by  the  grace  and  tavour  of  our  predeces- 

bors.      But,  as  for  our  intention  herein,  God 

knows  we  never  meant  to  deny  them  any  law- 
ful privileges,  that  ever  that  house  enjoyed  iu 

our  predecessors*  times,  as  we  expected  our 

said  answer  should  have  stifiiciently  cleared 

them ;    neither  in  justice,  wh  vtever  they  have 

undoubted  right  unto,  nor  in  grace,  whatever 

our  predecessors  or  w e  have  graciously  pennit«> 

ted  unto  them.      And  t  .erefore  we  made  that 

distinction  of  the  most  part :  for  whatsoever 

liberties  or  privileges  they  enjoy  by  any  law 

or  statute  shall  be  ever  inviolably  presen-cd  by 

lis ;  and  we  hope,  our  posterity  will  imitate  our 

footsteps  therein.  And,  whatsoever  Privileges 
tbcy  ei^ioy  by  long  custom  and  uncontrolled 
and  Iftwful  precedents,  wc  will  likewise  be  as 
careful  to  preserve  them,  and  transmit  ihe  care 
thereof  to  our  posterity;   neither  was  it  any 

■way  in  our  mind  to  think  of  any  particular 
pomt,  wherein  we  meant  to  disallow  of  their 
liberties :  to  as,  in  justice,  we  confess  ourself 
to  be  bound  to  maintain  tliem  in  their  rights ; 
mud,  in  ^rac( ,  we  are  rather  minded  to  increase 
than  in'rinuc  any  of  them,  if  they  shall  so  de- 
serve at  our  hands.  To  end  therefore  as  we 
|}egan :  let  them  go  on  cheerfully  in  their  busi- 
nesses, rejecting  the  curious  wrangling  of  law- 
yers upon  words  and  syllables  ;  otherwise 
(which  God  forbid;  the  world  shall  see  how 
often  and  how  earnestly  we  have  pressed  them 
t«>  g )  on,  according  to  their  calling,  with  those 
thi'gt  that  ere  fit  to  be  done  for  the  weal  of 
our  crown  and  kingdom ;  and  how  many  viw 
rious  shifts  have  been  from  time  to  time  mali- 
ciously found  oat,  to  frustrate  us  of  our  good 
purpose-,  and  hinder  tliem  from  the  perform- 
ance of  that  service,  which  they  owe  to  us  and 
to  our  whole  kingrlom ;  whereof  when  the 
country  shall  come  to  be  truly  informed^  they 


business. — It  was  thereupon  ordered,  that  this 
Letter  from  his  maj.  shall  be  here  entered  in  the 
house ;  and  that  every  one  that  will  may  have 
copies  thereof. 

Sir  Edw.  Coke  saitlf,  that  we  have  now,  by 
this  last  message,  as  he  conceiveth,  an  allows 
ance  of  our  Privilcces,  which  indeed  arc  our's 
by  law,  by  custom,  by  precedent,  and  by  act  of 
pari.  That  he  thinketh,  if  we  did  set  down  our 
privileges  and  liberties,  it  wrould  clear  us  of  all 
those  rubs.  He  wisheth,  that  himself  were  a 
sacrifice,  so  as  there  were  a  good  and  perfect 
correspondency  and  right  understanding  be- 
tiveen  the  king  and  the  house,  as  be  honetJi 
there  is:  That  one  Walter  Clerk,  being  a  bur» 
gess  for  Chippenham,  was  fined  for  a  riot  in 
time  of  pari,  at  the  king's  suit;  which  encou- 
raged also  one  Rob.  Basset  to  sue  the  said 
Clerk,  on  an  action  of  trespass;  and  also  one 
John  Payne  sued  the  said  Clerk  to  nn  outlawry, 
and  laid  him  up  in  the  Fleet :  but  hereupon 
this  house  of  pari,  would  do  nothing  till  they 
had  their  burgess  again.  ThoJ-e  of  the  kings 
side  said  then,' that,  for  the  king's  suit,  'Noa 
om  ttas  propter  aliquam  hbcrtatem;*^  and  it 
was  then  also  alledged,  on  the  behalf  of  tl  js 
houfre,  that  the  king  callcth  the  burgesses  here 
for  the  8er\'ice  of  the  kingdom;  and  if  one 
of  them  may  be  taken  from  us,  all  may  like-» 
wise  by  the  same  right. 

Sir  Francis  Sepnour  saith,  that  there  are 
other  points,  as  well  as  this  which  his  nuij.  hath 
now  by  his  message  clcared,whereof  he  de:<irethj. 
that  we  may  be  cleared  also,  Oneofihcmii  . 
part  of  the  message,  where  his  ma),  snilh,  he 
takcth  hims<  If  free  and  able  to  punish  any  rtiis- 
dcmeanour  in  pari,  as  well  sitting  the  f  art,  .as 
otherwise.  Another  is,  that  his  maj.  saiih,  he 
will  maintain  our  privileges  so  long  as  we  de-  ; 
serve  it,  and  the  privileges  which  we  have  by  • 
uncontrollable  precedents  enjoyed:  whereas 
be  thinketh,  there  are  but  few  precedents  of 
our  liberties,  which  have  not  been  contr<'lled, 
hy  some  of  our  former  kinps.  H^desirctbrhere- 
fcire,  that  a  committee  may  go  on  to  settle  our  pri- 
vileges, and  to  let  his  maj.  see  precedents,  how 
we  have  formerly  enjoyed  them,  and  our  right 
to  them ;  especially  concerning  those  parts  of 
our  privileges,  which  his  maj. Tiath  mentioned 
in  his  messages  and  letters.  •  *      .  ? 

Sir  Hob,  PhiUipt  saith,  that  he  boldeth  it  a 
discommendable  thing,  for  any  man  to  lurk 
under  the  shifting  ambigoity  of  equivocal 
words;  bnt  all  ought  to  speak,  when,  by  plain 
words,  he' seeth  cause  miaistered:  that  the* 
king's  kH  Ijctier  to  the  Secretary  hath  not  ye^ 
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satisfied;  and  be  tbinketh,  there  are  some  things 
in  his  maj/s  Letter,  that  dutiiuilj  may  be  con* 
sidered  of;  aiid  he  would  have  us  now  only  in- 
sbt  on  the  rectifying  and  settling  of  oor  prirt^ 
leges;  for  thereby  shall  we  be  able,  at  another 
time,  to  go  on  with  businesses  here  the  better, 
and  with  less  rubs ;  and  also  give  good  satifac* 
tion  to  the  country,  that  we  have  left  oor  pri- 
vileges and  liberties  settled. 
'  Mr.  Recorder  saith,  that  it  is  a  great  grace 
and  lavonr,  that  the  king  hath  so  much  descend- 
ed to  vive  us  satisiieurtion,  by  an  explanation  of 
hiinseif.  And  he  belie t^cth,  that  our  privileges 
are  now  free,  and  is  glad  to  hear  the  king  say, 
that  he  ta^eth  himself  bound  to  maintain  our 
privileges  and  liberties.  That  the  king  saith, 
we  shall  enjoy  all  our  rights  and  privileges 
which  we  can  claim ;  and  that,  of  i^race,  ne 
will  add  to  it,  if  we  shall  deserve  it.  He  would 
not  have  our  privileges  br.tusht  into  writing; 
for  then,  if  we  leave  out  any  tliintj;,  we  exclude 
oUn>elves  from  the  rest ;  for  the  king  will  say, 
if  we  had  any  more  pnvileges,  we  wonld  have 
cluimed  and  expressed  it  in  that  writing.  He 
would  have  a  Protestation  entered  here  for  the 
better  satisfaction  and  settling  of  our  privileges. 
He  would  have  us  go  on  with  bilb  for  the  good 
of  the  common\%ealtli,  and  that  thereby  we 
may  unite  an  <  knit  the  affections  of  the  king 
and  ills  p  :o]  Ic. 

Sir  A'ti'A.  Hick  would  have  those  Privileges, 
which  we  conceive  have  been  touched,  and 
seem  to  have  been  infringed,  during  this  pari. 
fx>  be  set  down,  that  we  may  shew  wlint  right 
we  have  to  them,  and  how  we  think  they  have 
been  imjjeachcc),  and  to  strengthen  them  by 
precedents  or  otherwise;  and  for  this  would 
have  a  committee  appointed. 

Sir  Geo,  Moore  thinketh,  the  king  hath  given 
us  good  satibfactiou  for  our  privileges,  «\nd, 
BinCe  we  have  bad  so  many  adjournments,  and 
yet  no  bills  have  been  passed,  he  would  have  us 
enter  here  our  protestation  for  oiu"  privileges, 
and  then  go  on  with  bilb,  for  the  conclusion  of 
a  sessions. 

Sir  Eda},  Cecil  would  have  us  go  on  witli  the 
bills  and  business  of  die  house  if  it  he  but  to 
show  our  thankfulness  to  his  maj.  for  his  gra^ri* 
sus  message ;  but  would  principally  have  us 
ippoint  a  committee  to  consider  of  onr  privi^ 
[egcs.  He  is  glad  to  see  by  a  precedent,  even 
[ipw  .shewed  by  sir  E.  Coke  tnat  it  hath  been 
in  ancient  use,  that  on  discontent,  the  hoose 
lath  used  to  be  silent,  and  i(  is  now  no  new 
iiing. 

jyfr.  Tho,  Crewe  saith,  that  we  have  now  more 
leed  oi  a  committee  to  coasider  of  our  Privi- 
eges,  t!ian  we  had  before;  for,  on  so  sreat  a 
natter,  he  would  not  have  us  conclude  any 
hing,  till  a  committee  hath  considered  of  it. 
x  may  be,  that  some  make  themselves  music 
vithout  discord,  and  therefor^  he  would  have 
is  do  our  best  to  establish  a  concord.  He 
vould  have  it  entered  here  in  tbe  house,  that 
>ur  privileges  are  our  undoubted  r^t  and  in^ 
leritance,  and  this  to  be  done  by  protestation, 
ie  would  have  a  general  committee  ajppointed  I 


to  clear  us  tfT^ose  thiiigi  we  are  dMu^  fay 
his  uiaj.'s  last  JLetter  to  inr.  Secretary;  where- 
in  we  arc  said  to  use  *'antimbnarchical  words^ 
and  curiouS' shifts,  maliciously  found  out,  tkoJ* 
and  this,  he  ibinketh,  will  further  the  business 
of  the  bouse^ 

'  SicJQtf^  Digget  would  tu^t have os tostidt 
on  the  particular  words  of  Ills  iUHJ':Vl:etcer; 
for  that  were  to  make  IHe"  sov€n»igiity  of  dtm 
king,  and  the rtfivlKSwSiid dutjrof the  subject 
to  strike  against  each  other;  whidi  we  ought 
by  an  means  to  avoid.  He  would  have  us  b^ 
our  actions,  in  going  on  with  business,  give  hn 
maj.  thanks  for  his  coming  so  near  to  us^  by 
this  his  last  Letter,  wherein  hedotli  sograeiousi/ 
explain  himself:  and  would  have  a  select,  but 
not  a  general  committee  to  go  on  with  the  con- 
sideration of  our  privileges;  but  would  als^ 
have  us  go  on  with  biUs  and  busin^ess. 

Mr.  Cftahceilor  of  the  Dutchy  protestetls, 
that  the  king's  heart  is  righted  to  us  (he  saith, 
he  speaketh  what  he  kooweth,  coming  latei/ 
from  the  king*)  and  that  it  is  now  in  tlie  power 
of  us  to  make  this  the  happiest  parliament 
that  ever  was. 

Mr.  Glunvile  saith,  that  this  last  Letter  t« 
the  Secretary  is  a  very  gracious  letter,  6ut 
withal  it  is  a  very  wis^e  and  a  very  wary  letter. 
He  would  have  a  Declaration  made  here  in  the 
house,  that  we  have,  and  ought  to  enjoy,  these 
particulars,  (and  so  name  in  the  Declaratioa 
thos^of  our  privileges,  which  have  been  la- 
boured this  pari,  to  have  been  impeached)  and 
also  to  claim  all  our  other  privileges  and  liber- 
ties whatsoever  in  general 'words. 

Mr,  Secretarjif  smiiif  that  he  thinketh,  that 
the  king's  command  fiir  our  goin^  on  nith  biijs^ 
was  no  ways  restrictive,  but  that  we  should  go 
on  with  bills  amongst  other  businesses,  and  that 
this  command  was  not  any  infrin£ement  of  our 
privileges. 

Mr,  Solicitor  saith,  that  we,  in  our  Petition, 
desired  the  king  favourably  to  interpret  our 
words  and  petition;  and  he  thinketh  it  fit,  we 
should  lay  a  law  on  ourselves,  not  to  take  ex* 
ceptions  at  the  words  in  his  nmj.'s  Letter.  He 
would  have  us,  at  a  committee,  recollect  all 
those  things,  which  were  the  occasions  of  our 
stop,  tmd  the  reasons  why  we  sy  ped  on  them ; 
and  then  to  set  down,  that,  Kaving  received 
liis  maj. 's  last  letter,  we  are  cleared  thereof; 
and  so  to  ^o  on  with  other  business  of  the  house. 

Mr.  ScQ.  Ashley  wonld  have  here  entered  a 
Protestation  for  our  Privileges,  as  tho  house 
did  in  1  Jac.  and  so  to  goon  with  bills  and 
other  business  of  the  house,  since  the  king  hath 
so  well  explained  himself. 
*  Mr.  Hackwill  saith  that  the  privrleffesofthe 
house  are  the  steps  that  bring  us  up  hiuier ;  and 
here  an*  our  grievi^nces  to  l>e  heard,  and  here 
to  be  relieved  \  that  it  will  be  ill  news  when  the 
country  shall  hear  tlmt  we  have  lost  the  Privi* 
leges  of  this  house.  Tbe  Privileges  of  this 
house  are  called  the  Custfim  of  the  Commons 
of  this  house,  and  the  Custom  of  England;  the 
privileges  which  we  claim,  especially  tliat  for 
Frecdon  of  Speech,  are  the  very  essence  of  a 
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ftU  lawful  Ptivikges  to  our  9«id  housei  wbkh 
siixce  we  canoot  lieur  bath  bad  the  wUhcd  effect, 
ia  making  tbem  spend  tbi$  short  time  iu  pptn 
pariuij  things  most  uccesisary  for  a  sessions  :  We 
have  thought  good  ooce  more  cieai:ly»  bjr  U«b» 
to  iaapart  our  miad  unto  them ;  which  is^  that, 
m  respect  of  the  expectatioo,  after  this  so  loo^ 
a  mceiiog  in  pari,  as  also,  that  the  geueralitj 
for  the  most  part  rather  judge  thiugs  by  the 
outward  edectSy  than  enter  into  the  causes  of 
them;  We  have  an  earnest  detire  to  mak«  this 
a  sessions,  to  the  end  that  our  good  and  loving 
sut^ects  piay  have  some  taste,  as  well  of  one 
Rrace  and  goodness  towards  tbem,  hi  our  frtr^ 
Pardon,  and  good  Laws  to  be  passed ;  as  the; 
have  hstd,  boUi  by  the  great  and  unusual  ex? 
ample  of  justice,  since  thb  meeting,  and  the 
so  many  eases  and  comforts  given  uuto  th^n% 
hy  proclamation.  And  therefore,  calling  to 
Diiitd,  that  the  passing  of  the  Subsidy,  %n  act 
for  Continuance  of  Statutes,  and  the  Paidoo^ 
are  the  tliree  most  pressing  businesses,  to  be 
eiTected  before  the  end  of  the  sessions,  we  vish 
them,  that,  as  we  have  given  order  for  itxc 
Pardon  to  go  on,  with  ali  expediticd^  so  thej 
presently  go  in  hand  with  the  act  for  Coniinu"' 
ance  of  Statutes.  As  for  the  Subsidy,  though 
time  presseth  much,  yet,  if  the^  find  it  c^n  not 
now  conveniently  be  done,  we  will  not  make 
that  any  way  an  impediment  to  the  good,  which 
we  drsire  our  people  should  feel  by  making  this 
a  session.  Thus  much  we  thought  good  to  give 
ilicm  to  understand;  and  withal  to  assure  them, 
that,  if  they  shall  not  apply  th  mseU  es  instant-* 
ly  to  prepare  the  aforesaid  things,  for  our  royiil 
a^cnt,  against  Saturday  next,  we  will,  without 
expt'ctiug  any  farther  answer  from  tliem,  con- 
strue,  hy  their  sl.ickuess,  that  they  deshre  not  ^ 
si's^iuns ;  and  in  such  case  we  must  give  a  larger 
time,  for  their  returning  homeward,  to  such 
of  both  houses,  as  are  to  go  into  their  couu<9r 
trie&,tokcep  hospitality  amon^f  ihcir  neighboum 
iu  this  time  of  recess.  Given  at  our  pourt  a^ 
Theobald^  the  inh  of  Doc.  X621," 


fmt  TlM»r»  16  %.  stolute  %  H.  5.  wherein  it  i» 
wriuen,  that  iho  FriviWge«  of  ik'ih  house  are  the 
iahei-itance  e/  the  subject :  that  till  1  H.  4^  the 
Comnu>os  did  not  make  any  Protestation,  by 
their  Speaker,  tor  iheir  Privileges.  And. it  was 
after  disliked,  that  any  such  Protestation  was 
»aie,  and  so  let't  off  till  %T  Eli/,  when  such 
%  p#>  estatioti,  by  way  of  petition,  for  our  en« 
^ioyiiient  of  our  hberties  and  prrvileges,  and  for 
licoilom  o^'  speech,  began  aj^ain  to  be  used  by 
the  Spea  er  of  tltis  house.  But  he  would  not 
have  thi»  house  hcnceiiirth  to  use  any  such  pro* 
Ic^tati'iri,  at  the  beginning  of  the  pari,  but  have 
it  left  out^  for  we  see  the  inc(invenicoces  that 
Cillaw  it;  for  that  makes  tlie  king  conceive^  we 
^d  it  by  the  grace  and  pcrmissJOn  of  princes, 
snd  not  as  our  iuheritmce.  lie  doubtcth, 
whether  tlie  precedent  of  the  Protestation 
(made  here  iu  the  house)  tor  our  plivilo^es,  in 
1  Jac.  be  entered  or  no,  and  therefore  he 
iMXilii  have  tlie  committt^e  consider  of  it. 

Sir  Will.  S  roude  woiiid  have  us  send  those 
of  the  council,  to  de»irei  the  king  that  we  uaay 
he  adjuunted  till  after  iIk'  holidays,  and  that 
then  we  mny  meet  again  (as  soon  as  it  plcaseih 
his  w^}.)  al^"ier  Cijristm^is:  for  it  is  now  impos- 
^hlc  to  ioive  a  scs.-iims  hcFore  Cbii^tnias. 

Sir  EduK  Coki  would  iiave  us  make  a  Pro- 
iMtation  for  our  Privileges :  That  he  can  tell 
Its  Hlwnboth  h'>uses  d:d  sit  in  pari.  tOKOtlier, 
hoih  tlic  lord»and  the  Ciiiaav^ns:  That  t^ede^ 
mand  of  the  privileges  of  ti»is  house,  by  the 
Sj>.*'iker  was  afrer  they  hc^^an  to  be  «[ucsli'>>ned  : 
au^d,  at  first,  when  the  demand  of  the  pFivilc4es 
was  made  to  the  kirios  oi  this  realm,  it  used  to 
he  done  still  at  the  tirM  meeting  of  the  pari. ; 
Skud  in  thi-)  manner,  that,  if  the  liousc  might 
IKit  have  thvir  p.jvde;;is  and  libeities,  they 
would  sit  sdeut.  He  %\ould  have  us  make  our 
protestation  f  >r  our  privileged,  and  then  send 
the  same  to  the  kini:,  that  he  may  see  it.    ^ 

It  v> as  then  ordered,  that  a  Comuiittee  of 
ihfl  whole  Itouse  shall  consider  of  all  the  mar^ 
t«irs  and  ihiiii2.b  concerniiig  the  Privile:.es  and 
Liberties  of  the  llou^c,  and  all  tUinus  incident 
thereunto ;  slnll  iiit  tomorr  >w  morning. 

Sir  X*'*'.  Wtuiicortk  would  ha^o  the  bonse 
|all  again  into  a  parliamentary  course,  to  avoid 
1^1  scandals  ai^  imputations  of  ^uUeuuess  laid 
fMi  the  house. 

Tilt  Km^'i  Letter  to  Mr.  Speuker,']  Dec.  18. 
Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  he  hud  re- 
|ejvcq  the  Iblbwiug  Letter  from  the  King:  viz. 

"  To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  sir  Tho. 
Richardson,  knt.  Speaker  of  «ur  Com- 
mons* Uuuse  of  Parliament." 

"  Mr.  Speaker. — Whepeas,  at  the  humble 
fuit  of  our.houso  of  commons,  we  condescend- 
ed tom^ke  th.s  meeting  a  sessions  before  Christ* 
mas ;  to  which  purpose  wc  gave  them  time  un« 
til  !^^tu^day  next,  m  c^se  tliey  would  seriously 
lipply  themselves  to  that  end ;  and  likewise 
iiuce,  out  of  our  grace,  and  to  take  av^ay  all 
wistakings,  by  our  letters  directed  to  our  se- 
^fcury,  we  were  pleased  so  fully  ai.id  clearly 
|rj  ex|/laui  purself,  in  th«  point  ot  -------- 


Mr.  Wuton  saith,  that  this  is  a  most  gracious 
Letter,  whereby  his  maj.  deau*eth  a  sessions, 
and  rcHnquishcth  his  own  protit,  so  there  mav 
be  a  sessions :  That  the  Pardon  will  do  as  much 
good  after  Christmas,  if  this  may  be  an  adjourn- 
ment. He  thinketh  it  impossible  to  prepare 
the  bill  of  Continuance  against  Saturday.  lie 
would  therefore  have  us  petition  the  king,  that 
this  may  be  an  adiournmeut,  and  no  sessions ; 
and  to  set  down  the  reasons  of  our  delay,  and 
not  proceeding  with  bills. 

Sir  Hob.  tkilUps  would  have  us  remember 
where  we  stood  yesterday,  and  what  we  ap* 
pointed  concerning  our  Privileges ,  and,  if  we 
then  thought  a  committee  fit  to  consider  of  our 
privileges,  he  would  have  it  now  stand,  and 
that  that  committee  may  consider  of  our  privi** 
leqes  accordingly,  and  also  of  this  Letter  frOQ> 
his  maj. ;  that  wc  may  express  witli  joy  our 
humble  thankfulne&s  to  his  maj.  fi>r  his  gracious 
Letter,  and  our  duty  to  the  country  for  whic|\ 
we  KTVf^  by  prpviding  for  our  privnegcs. 
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Mn  Solieitor  offwth  a  short  bill  for  to  con- 
inue  titl  the  statutes  that  depend  on  Cootinu- 
mccs ;  bcamse  thfe  bill  of  Continuance  mid 
Repeal  of  Statotcs  maj,  peradventure,  lok  too 
tmg  a  debate  ibr  ^to  bbort  a  time.  And  lie 
laithy  the  Pardon  is  also  ready.  He  saith,  he 
bought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  house  with 
:b  us  much,  that  it  may  consider  thereof,  and 
io^  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  be  thought  most 
fit. 

The  hoose  then  resolved,  thiit  this  was  a 
^cious  Letter,  and  that  the  hotrse  held  it  fit 
to  give  his  maj.  thanks  for  it. 

Mr.  Tfw,  Crewe  saith,  that  this  Letter^  full 
[)f  oil,  and  '  lion  est  dignus  datis,  cjui  non  est 
^ratus  daodis.'  He  tiiinketb  it  will  be  good 
hubbanding  of  oar  titne,  against  our  next  meet- 
ing, if  we  now,  by  a  committee,  settle  our 
Privileges:  then  we  may  go  on,  without  inter- 
ruption, with  the  hills  which  are  here  :  That 
fcve  cannot  possibly  pass  the  bill  of  Contittdance 
3f  Statutes,  in  3  days ;  for  it  wiii  ask  a  day's 
labour  for  twogood  scriveners  to  engross  it,  and 
It  will  ask  here  some  debate  before  it  pass.  Hfe 
would  have  us  go  on  with  the  committee  for 
our  Privileges. 

JAr.No^e  saith,  it  is  impossible,  that  we  shonld 
prepare,  in  so  short  time,  the  bill  of  Continu- 
ance. He  saith,  that  there  are  many  things 
granted  away  by  patents  and  leases  by  the 
king,  which  bis  maj.  in  his  Pardon,  doth  men- 
tion to  pardon  :  but,  being  gratited  away  be- 
fore, they  are  not  pardoned  by  the  general 
pardon ;  an^  therefore  he  would^  liave  os  (be- 
fore the  Pardon  come  here)  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, to  see  what  is  granted  away,  that  was 
used  to  be  pardoned,  and  tb*t  we  may  let  his 
maj.  see  how  tiis  grace  is  forestulleri  by  such 
patentees.  He  would  have  a  committee  to 
consider  of  our  Privileges,  aud  of  oUr  thanks  to 
bis  maj.  for  his  gracious  Letter,  and  to  set  down 
therein  the  rensons,  why  we  do  not,  or  ratlier 
cannot,  proceed  for  a  sessions. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  former  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  hottse,  appointed  to  con- 
lidcr  of  the  Privileges  of  the  house,  slrnll  also 
consider  of  the  best  course  to  crtvc  his  maj. 
liianks  for  his  gracious  Letter  and  satisBiction 
that  we  cannot  go  on  with  bnsinesses  fr^r  a  ses- 
sions, at  this  time.  Mr.  Speaker,  by  order, 
went  out  of  the  chair,  and  the  hou^e  sat  as  a 
committee,  mr.  serj.  Ashley  in  the  chair. 

Sir  Rob,  Phillips  would  have  our  hmnble 
thanks  to  his  maj.  to  have  place  before  that 
of  our  Privileges ;  and  that  a  select  committee 
should  consider  of  it,  so  as  we  may  end  it 
against  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Olanvile  would  have  onr  bumble  thanVs 
to  his  maj,  and  our  presenting  to  him  the  rea- 
sons, that  we  could  not  make  a  sessions,  finished 
fo-night  and  sent  away ;  lest  we  gi\*e  opportu- 
nity to  the  adversaries  of  this  house,  to  suggest 
;o  his  maj.  some  misinterpretation  of  the  rea-; 
^ons  of  our  not  proceeding  for  a  sessions,  ac- 
pordin^  to  his  mnj.!s  Txtler. 

Sir  Edw.  Coke  wotrfd  have  our  Answer  to 
,ire  king's  Letter  to  eonsist  of  two  points ;  1. 


S.  To  protest  onr  loyahy  and  dutiliii  art'eciioil 
to  his  maj. :  but  would  i»ot  •have  us  touch  any 
thingoB  misinforraation  er  misinterpretation. 

A  Select  Comwiittee  of  few  *vab  aCcordiijgly 
appointed  to  go  presently,  to  draw  np  an  An*- 
swer  to  the  king's  Letter,  wiih  atl  ci&pedition  ; 
and  are  to  consmer  of  the  two  points,  whereof 
sir  Edw.  Coke  spake,  and  to  set  do^  n  soiae 
reasons,  why  the  house  should  not  go  for- 
virard  with  business  for  a  sessions.  1  he  rest  of 
the  Grand  Committee,  proceeded  in  the  ineaa 
time,  with  the  debate  on  Priviloues. 

Sir  Rob.  Philtips  saith,  that,  if  our  pcrsonf 
be  not  safe  after  pari,  bnt  that  we  are  coin* 
milted  for  what  we  say  in  pari,  we  are  not 
then  in  safety  here,  neither  shall  we  sfxralc 
freely  our  minds :  that,  if  (as  it  hath  be«n  hera 
vouched)  our  Privilesrcs  are  our  biribngiit  aiMl 
inheritance,  then  is  his  maj.  bound  to  Uk  us  en- 
joy them,  as  we  are  bound  to  hrs  mAJ. :  tliat  hi^ 
m^j.  said,  that  there  is  a  difierence  l;etv%een  ai| 
absolute  king. and  a  politicking,  as  hiuuielf  ist 
and  hrs  majesty  takerh  an  oatli,  at  his  coro- 
nation, to  maintain  our  pivUe^^s ;  and  then 
his  niuj.  said,  he  was  bound  to  maintain  oar 
privileges.  We  nrc  to  be  the  more  cateliil  of 
our  liberties,  bccntt«e  they  are  easdy  lost,  diJti- 
cdlt  to  be  kept,  and  ahnost  impossibk  to  be  re«> 
covered*  He  would  have  us  view  all  the  king'« 
letters  and  messages,  whereby  we  conceive  ou*' 
liberties  have  been  impeached ;  and  also  t^ 
search  out  precedents,  to  see,  what  heMh  btea 
done  in  the  like  cases.  He  wouW  have  us  set 
down  both  precedents,  and  the  reasons  of  thos« 
privileges,  which  we  conceive  to  have  been 
violated  or  impeached  :  and  wowld  have  us  tafc* 
some  course  to  demonstrate  tlie  same  to  the 
king,  by  petition  or  otherwise  ;  and  that  aften- 
wartls  we  make,  and  enter  here  our  Protesta- 
fion,  both  for  those  privileges,  and  all  the  rest 
of  cnir  privileges. 

Mr.  No^e  wotdd  harve  us  resort  to  the  pre- 
cedent of  1.  Jhc.  ^4w(*h  was  made  on  a  like 
impeachment  of  onr  liberties;  and,  if  that  bd 
a  remedy  well  enotn^h  done,  then  he  would  hare 
OS  do  tlie  snmeapri'm  in  tliis  case ;  but,  it'itbt 
not  well  done  tiiat  then  'we  strengthen  oui^ 
wherein  the  otJier  Was  defective.  He  saitit, 
that  long  arguing  aigues  a  d»ubt,  aiid  we  ai* 
ont  of  doubt  of  the  ri2;l)t  ofour  privileges-;  and 
therefore  w-ould  have  us  go  on  briefly  to  roco^ 
bet  what  we  diink  Imt h  been  impeached,  antt 
then  apply  our  renjedics.  -  • 

Mr.  Maflct  Faith,  that  by  the  same  reason, 
that  the  king  doth  cwnmand  esto  goon  widi< 
bills,  by  the  same  reason  mny  lie  oommafuH  <ls 
not  to  go  on  with  biHs :  that  *hc  king  may  pu- 
nish any  capital  rtiig^lemeaA»o«rs  in  pari,  bit 
not  other  inferior  misdemeanours  which  aro 
punishable  by  the  pnH. :  the  king  may  sue  Miy 
privileged  man  in  any  ofiiis  muj.'s  eomts, 
notwithstanding  his  privilf^'e;  but  it  b  otiier- 
^visG,  if  his  tiwj.  see  a  member  of  the  pari,  in 
time  of  pari,  for  it  is  the  privilege  of  khis  houso 
first  to  censure  oflfeftders  htere.  If  the  oihfie 
be  not  capital.  *         —  -  •. .  a 
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Sir  Tho,  WenhportJk  would  not  have  us  de- 
bate,  at  this  tioie,  of  the  right  aod  privilege 
nvhrcb  the  bouse  hatfa^  to  debate  of  matter  of 
War,  and  the  Marriati^e  of  the  Priooc ;  because 
^e  did,  in  our  former  Petition,  decline  tbe 
^rtber  meddling  therein ;  but  would  have  ua 
itand  on  it  that  our  Privileges  are  our  right  and 
inheritance,  and  that  it  is  at  our  election,  to  go 
on  with  bilb  or  other  businesses. 

Mr.  Wentworth  saith,  that  he  never  yet  read 

of  any  thing  that  was  not  iit  for  the  cousidera- 

./     tiou  of  a* pari. ;  and,*  if  there  be  a  negative 

'  bound,'or  ne  plus  ultra  wtt  in  any  matter  oi 

pari,  then  he  wisheth  it  may  be  kno«i%i,  that  we 

may  know  our  bounds.  r 

■f  Petition  of  Thanks  to  the  King.]  Mr.Speaker 

going  into  the  chair,  mr.  Serj.  Ashlej^  reported 

the  Petition  of  Thanks  to.  the  King;  m  h»c 

verba : 

**  May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Ma- 
jesty ;*-We,  your  most  loyal  and  humble  sub- 
jects, the  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses  of 
your  Commons'  House  of  Parliament,  having 
this  morning,  to  our  great  comfort,  heard  your 
maj.'s  Letter,  sent  to  our  Speaker,  full  of  grace 
and  goodness  to  us  and  all  your  people,  have 
thought  it  our  duty,  forthwith,  to  return  our 
most  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  your  sacred 
aaaj.  for  so  royal  a  favour  vouchsafed  unto 
us.  And  we  do  humbly  beseech  your  maj.  to 
be  I  truly  informed  from  us,  that,  although  we 
have  been  very  desirous,  in  our  duty  to  your 
m^.  who  called  us  to  this  service,  and  to  our 
country,  for  whom  we  serve,  to  have  some  good 
Uws  now  to  have  been  passed  ;  and  that  uicre 
might  have  been  a  sessions  before  Christmas, 
(o  which  your  maj.  upon  our  humble  Petition, 
was  graciously  pl^Ued  to  five  way ;  yet,  entering 
xmw  into  a  serious  consiosration  of  the  naiure 
of  those  things,  which  must  of  necessity  be  pre- 
pared for  the  finisliing  of  a  sessions,  and  the 
straitness  of  time,  whereunto  we  are  driven  by 
some  unhappy  diversions,  which  have  fallen 
upon  us,  to  our  great  grief;  we  are  enforced 
once  again  to  fly  to  your  miu.'s  grace  and  fa^ 
irour,  humbly  submitting  oiurselves  to  your  royal 
wbdom,  what  dme  will  be  the  fittest  .for  our 
departure,  and  for  our  re-access,  to  perfect 
those  begin  nings>  which  are  in  preparation  with 
us ;  which  time,  by  God's  grace,  we  resolve  to 
spend  with  that  diligence  and  care,  as  shall 
give  good  satisfaction  to  your  maj.  to  our  coun- 
try, and  to  our  own  consciences,  that  we  shall 
make  good  use  thereof.** 

This  Answer,  or  Petition  of  Thanks,  was 
then  orderpd  to  be  engrossecl  presently,  and 
■ent  to  his  maj.  which  being  done,  the  Speaker 
■gahi  left  the  chair,  and  the  debates  on  the 
Privileges  of  the  house  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Alfvrd  would  have  a  select  conmiittce 

appointed  to  consider  of  the  points  of  such  of 

our  Privileges,  as  are  impeached,  and  to  draw  a 

^  protestation  for  tbe  same  Privileges,  in  parti- 

cular,  and  also  of  all  the  rest,  in  general. 

Mr.  Tfio,  Crewe  saith,  that,  though  the  call- 
{ng  of  a  pari,  and  tbe  continuing,  prorogation 
mud  diiselfing  of  it  be  io  the  king's  sole  power, 


3ret,  when  we  are  called,  we  are,  witbcMtt 
tation,  to  deal  in  vliat  business  ou  reives  tbiak 
best;  for  otherwise  shall  we  not  be  able  to  do 
their  business,  for  whom  we  come  bicbef«  ^bidi 
is  that  of  the  country.  He  would  oot  have 
this  C4mmikee  to  insist  so  much  on  partitniiars, 
as  on  the.  generality  of  our  privileges*  , 

Sir  EtUe.  Coke  would  not  have  us  here,  ait* 
this  time,  in  the  handling  and  debating  of  our 
privileges,    to    meddle  with    War    or    Mar- 
ria^;  and  would  have  a  sub-committee  ap- 
pointed for  this:  and  this  sub-comiuitte  shall 
consider  of  ail  those  matters,  which  are  men- 
tioned in  the  writ  of  parliaiucnt,  and  also  of 
our  Liberty  of  Speech,  and  of  our  poi%er  to 
punish  those  that  sneak  too  lavishly;  and  of 
our  {>ower  to  meddle  and  debate  of  what  we 
sliali,  of  ourselves,  think  tit. — JiC  Heads  to  be 
considered  of  by  the  sub-committee  for  Pnvir 
leges.     1.  Concerning  Freedom  of  Speech ;  and 
therein  to  treat  *  de  arduis  et  uigeniibus  oe« 
gotiis  re^ni,'  according  to  die  writ  of  summons^ 
whether  it  be  concerning  the  kiug,br  otherwise. 
9.  Touching  the  Liberty  of  this  House  to  po- 
pish the  misdemeanours  of  any  parliament  man 
in  pari,  for  tilings  whereof  this  nousc  bath  co^ 
nisunce,  whctlier  he  ought  not  to  be  censored 
here  by  th^  house  only.    3.  Whether,  when  we 
receive  commandment  from  the  king,  tbe  house 
shall  thereon  desist,  and  not  proceed,  notwith- 
standing such   conunand,    in    auy    business. 
4.  Whether  our  privileges  be  not  our  right 
and  inheritance.    5.  That  the  suh-comroittee 
shall  consider  of  any  tiling  else,  incident  to  tbe 
liberty  of  the  house.    6.  Whether  it  be  not  6t 
for  us,  to  make  an  expression  here  in  the  bouse, 
that  it  is  an  ancient  Privilege  of  pari,  that  no' 
member  of  this  house  shall  preMune  to  ac- 
quaint the  king  with  auy  business  in  debate 
here,  but  by  order  from  the  whole  boose,  or 
from  the  Speaker. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  a  sob-committee 
shall  reduce  all  these  Heads,  which  have  been . 
propounded,  into  the  form  of  a  Protestation; 
and  that  they  shall  render  an  account,  and 
their  reasons  of  such  things,  as  they  shall  thi&k 
not  fit  to  be  reduced  into  a  Protestation ;  and 
the  sub-committee  is  appointed  acordingly,  and 
is  to  sit  this  afternoon  in  the  committee  cbam^ 
her.  The  Speaker  being  in  the  chair:  it  was 
ordered,  that  the  Speaker  shall  attend  xhm 
house  at  4  of  the  clock,  this  afternoon ;  tbat^ 
tlie  sub-committee  having  drawn  the  foresaid 
Heads  into  the  form  of  a  Protestation,  and  made 
a  report  thereof  to  the  grand  committee,  the 
house  may  (if  occasion  be^  confirm  tbe  Pro- 
testation; because  otherwise  the  king  mighty 
command  the  house  to  be  adjourned,  before* 
such  Protestation  be  made  in  the  house,  and 
so  endanger  the  validity  of  its  privileges  and 
liberties,  in  those  points,  wherein  they  bav« 
seemed  to  be  impeached  at  this  meeting;  viz. 
in  those  Heads  before  ordered  to  be  considered 
of  by  the  sub-conmiuttee. 

Protestation  of  the  Commons  concerning  Prir 
vileges.]  Dec.  Id.  p.  m.  Mr.  Serieant  Ashley^ 
from  thesttb*committee|  presented  to  the  bousf^ 
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the  following  draught  iof  the  ptotestiition  con- 
cerning th6  Privileges  of  the  noose:  viz. 

*♦  The  CommonS)  nowr  assembled  in  pari,  being 
justly  occasioned  thereunto,  concerning  sundry 
liberties,  Franchises,  Privileges,  and  Jurisdic- 
tions of  Parliament,  amongst  others  not  herein 
mentioned,  do  make  tliis  Protestation  follow- 
ing : — ^That  the  Liberties,  Franchises,  Privileges 
and  Jurisdictions  of  Pariiaraent,  aire  the  ancient 
and  undoubted  birthright  and  inheritance  of 
the  subjects  of  England;  and  that  the  arduous 
^ahd  urgent  aflfairs  concerning  the  king,  state, 
and  the  defence  of  the  realm,  and  of  the 

*  church  of  England,  and  the  making  and  main- 
tenance of  laws,  and  redress  of  mischiefs  and 
grievances,  which   daily  happen  within   this 

,  tealm,  are  proper  subjects  anid  matter  o^  conn- 
s' and  debate  in  parliament:  and  that  in  the 
handling  and  proceeding  of  those  businesses 

.  every  member  of  the  house  hath,  and  of  right 
*  ought  to  have  Freedom  of  Speech,  to  propound, 
treat,  reason  and  bring  to  conclusion  the  same : 
that  the  Commons  in  Parliament  have  like 
liberty  and  freedom  to  treat  of  those  matters, 
in  such  order,  as,  in  their  judgments  shall  seem 
iictest :  and  that  every  such  member  of  the  said 
house  hath  like  ft'eedom  from  all  impeachment, 
imprisonment  and  molestation  (other  than  by 
the  censure  of  the  house  itself)  for,  or  con- 
cerning any  bill,  speaking,  reasoning  or  de- 

.  daring  of  any  matter  or  matters,  touching  the 
parliament  or  pari  lament  business;  andthnt,  if 
any  of  the  said  members  be  complained  of, 
and  questioned  for  any  thine  said  or  done  in 
piarliament,  the  same  is  to  be  shewed 'to  the 
king,  by  the  advice  and  assent  of  all  the  com- 
mons, assembled  in  parliament,  before  the  king 
give  credence  to  any  private  information." 

*  The  Speaker  being  in  the  chair:  it  was  then 
6rdered,  that  this  Protestation  shall  be  entered 
in  the  Journal  of  the  house,  and  there  to  remain, 
as  t>f  record.  And  accordingly  it  was  so  ep-' 
tcredj  sitting  tWhouse,  between  5  and  6  of  the 
clock  at  night,  by  candle-light. 

Tfte  Km^sA  nswer  to  the  Petition  qfl'hanks,] 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy  reported,  in 
Answer  to  the  Petition  of  Thanks  and  Excuse, 
which  we  yesterday  sent  by  him  and  others  to 
his  maj.  that  he  and  the  rest  of  the  messengers 
yesterday  attended  the  king,  according  to  the 
command  of  the  house,  and  had  shortly  after 
their  coming  to  the  court  access  to  his  maj.  and 
that  the  king's  Answer  to  the  Petition  wds  as  fol- 
Iqweth: — ^That  he  was  sorry  that  this  could 
not  be  made  a  session,  according  to  the  desire 
of  this  House,  expressed  in  our  late  Petition 
preferred  to  his  mm.  to  which  he  had  most 
tvillingly  assented :  that  the  house  knew  there 
was  no  fault  in  his  maj.  who,  observing  the 
•  needless  impediments,  upon  which  we  took 
occasion  to  stay  our  proceeding?,  had  often  ad- 
monished us  not  to  lose  time;  first,  by  mr.  Se- 
cretary Calvert,  and  afterwards  by  three  sundry 
Letters  and  Answers.  Bii^,  .since  the  house 
conceived  the  straitness  of  time  (wliich  ourselves 
had  drawn  upon  us)  was  such,  as  it  would  per- 
^aothingto  b^  doqe  at  this  time^  his  maj. 

VpL.  1, 


'said,  he  had  given  order  to  adjourn  the  pari, 
till  the  8th  of  Feb.  next,  which  was  the  first  day 
his  maj.  had  formerly  appointed  for  our  meet- 
mg  together.  His  maj.  likewise. said,  that  he 
could  not  omit  to  tell  us;  that  he  expected  other 
thanks  from  the  house,  than  we  sent  him,  at 
this  time ;  namely,  for  hid  gracious  promises,  to 
be  as  careful  to  maintain  our  Privileges,  as  his 
maj.'s  own  sovereign  prerogative;  first  con- 
tained iti  his  Answer  to  our  Petition,  and  often- 
wards  as  clearly  explained  and.enlaiged  by  his 
maj.'s  next  Letter  to  mr.  secretary  Calvert,  aji 
his  wit,  fortfur  safety,  satisfaction  and  advantage 
could  possibly  devise."  Mr.  Chancellor  added 
i^ithal,  that .  the  king  seemed  well  pleased^ 
and  said,  that  our  petition  was  a  mannerly 
and  well  penned,  petition. 

The  King^s  Meniorial  on  striking  the  Pro* 
testation  of  the  Commons  out  of  their  Journal 
Book,]  'the  above  Protestation  of  the  Com- 
mons concerning  their  Privileges  was,  as  be- 
fore stated,  entered  of  Record  \u  the  Journals 
of  the  house.  But  how  the  king  relished  ic 
will  best  appear,  by  his  sending  forlhe  Journal 
book  of  the  Commons,  in  Council,  and  striking 
out  this  Protestation  with  his  own  hands  ;*  and 
by  the  following  Memorial,  which  was  pub- 
Ushed  a  few  days  after: 

'*  His  most  excellent  maj.  coming  this  day 
to  the  Council,  the  prince  his  highness,  and  all 
the  lords  and  others  of  his  maj/s  privy  council 
sitting  about  him,  and  all  the  judges  then  ia 
L/>ndon,  which  were  6  in  number,  there  attend- 
ing upon  his  maj.;  the  clerk  of  the  commons 
house  of  parliament  was  called  for,  and  com- 
manded to  produce  his  Journal -Book,  wherein 
was  noted,  and  entries  made  of  most  passages 
that  were  in  the  commons  house  of  pari. ;  an4 
amonst  other  things  there  was  written  dowu 
the  Form  of  a  Protestation  concerning  sundry 
Liberties,  Privileges,  and  Franchises  of  Parlia- 
ment;  with  which   Form  of  Protestation  his 
maj.  was  justly  offended.     Nevertheless  his 
maj.   in  a  mOst  gracious  manner,  thero  ex- 
pressed, That  he  never  meant  to  deny  tho 
house  of  commons  any  lawful  privilege  that 
ever  they  hail  enjoyed ;  hut  whatsoever  privi- 
leges or  liberties  they  had  by  any  law  or  sta- 
tute, the  same  should  be  inviol.ibly  preserved 
unto  them ;  and  whatsoever  jBivileges  they  en- 
joyed by  custom,  or  unconTOled  aiid  lawful 
precedent,  his  maj.  would  be  careful  to  pre-* 
serve.     But  this  Protestation  of  the  commons' 
house,  so  contrived  and  carried  as  it  was,  his 
maj.  thought  fit  to  be  razed  out  of  all  Memo- 
rials, and  utterly  to  be  annihilated ;  both  id 
respect  of  the  manner,  by  which  it  was  gained^ 
'and  the  matter  therein  contained.    For  the 
manner  of  getting  it,  first,  in  respect  of  the 
time :  for  after  such  time  as  his  mai.  out  of  his 
rincely  grace,  and  to  take  away  all  mistakings. 
ad  directed  his  I^etters  to  secretary  Calvert^ 
ated  at  Royston,  16  Dec.  and  therein  had  so 
explained  himself^,  iu  the  point  of  maintaining. 


*  It  appears  by  the  printed  Journal^  that  It 
is  either  erazed  or  torn  out. 
4  S 
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tbe  Frtfiie9eii)£ibfiJ>PLU9f^<>££ommons,  as  thmt 
Bi03t  of  tl^e  said  houise  rested  fuDyiaUftBed, 
and  freed  from  aDyscrftp^coT  baying  their  U- 
bertieft  iiD{>i^pbcd :  and  after  that,  by  hismai.'s 
Letters,  directed  to  the  Speaker,  18tb  Dec»  be- 
ibg  Tuesday,  his  maj.^at  the  humble  suit  of  the 
bouse  of  commons,  condescended  to  make  tbb 
meeting  a  session  before  Christmas,  and  for 
that  purpose  bad  assigned  Saturday  following : 
Dovr,  upon  this  very  Tuesday,  and  while  the 
messengers  from  the  honse  of  commons  were 
with  his  maj.  at  Theobald's,  to  return  thanks 
unto  his  maj.  and  therewith  an  excuse  firom 
them  not  to  make  it  a  session,  in  respect  of  the 
strait  of  time  whereui^o  they  were  driven ; 
which. deferment  his  maj.  admitted  of  at  their 
desires,  and  thereupon  gave  order  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  pari,  until  the  8th  of  Feb. 
next,  which  was  the  first  day  formerly  appoint- 
ed by  hb  maj.  for  the  meeting  together  of  the 
parL :  and  whilst  their  messengers  were  with 
ois  maj.  and  had  received  a  gracious  Answer 
10  return  unto  their  house;  even  that  afiep- 
Boon,  a  committee  was  procured  to  be  made 
for  taking  their  liberties  into  consideration : 
and  this  afternoon  a  Protestation  was  made 
(to  whom,  appears  not)  concerning  tlieir  liber- 
ties ;  and  at  six  o'clock  at  night,  by  candle- 
light, the  same  Protestation  was  brought  into 
the  house  by  the  committee ;  and  at  tmit  time 
of  night  it  was  called  upon  to  be  put  to  the 
question,  there  not  being  the  third  part  of  the 
"  1  all  matters  of 


house  then  present ;  whereas  in 
weight,  their  usual  custom  is,  to  put  nothing  of 
importance  to  the  question,  till  the  house  be 
full :  and  at  this  time  many  of  them  that  were 
present,  expected   the  question  would   have 
been  deferred  to  another  day,  and  a  fuHer 
house;  and  some  tlien  present  stood  up  to 
have  spoken  to  it,  but  could  not  be  seen  or 
heard  in  that  darkness  and  confusiou. — Now 
for  the  matter  of  the  Protestation,  it  is  penned 
in  such  ambiguous  and  general  words,  as  may 
serve  for  future  times  to  invade  most  of  the 
rights  and  prerogatives  annexed  to  the  impe- 
rial crewn ;  the  claim  of  some  Privileges  be- 
ing grounded  upon  the  words  of  the  writ  for 
assembling  tlie  pari,  wherein  some  words,  viz. 
Arduis  liegniy  are  cunningly  mentioned ;  but 
the  word  quibuM^Mi^  which  rcstraincth  the  ge- 
nerality to  sudMarticular  cases,  as  his  maj. 
pleaseth  to  consult  with  them  upon,  is  pur- 
posely omitted.    These  things  considered,  his 
inaj.  did,  this  present  day,  in  full  assembly  of 
his  Council,  and  in  the  presenceof  the  judges, 
declare  the  said  Protestation  to  be  invalid,  an- 
nulled)  void,  and  of  no  effect:  and  did  further, 
manu  sud  propria^  take  the  said  Protestation 
out  of  the  Journal  Book  of  the  clerk  of  the 
commons  house  of  parliament;  and  command- 
ed an  act  of  council 'to  be  made  thereupon, 
and  4his  act  to  be  entered  in  the  register  of 
council-causes. — Whitehall,  Dec.  30,  16a  1.*' 
.   Having  now  brought  down  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Commons  to  Uie  end  of  this  parliament. 
We  shall  shortly  revert  to  what  was  passing  du- 
^  ting  tliis  period  ia  the  House  of  Lords. 


Further  Fr^eeMkgk  intk$40t€ff  sir  Jk 
Bennet.]    k  may  be  «ked.  What  w«»  be. 
sir  Jolm  Beaoet's  aflfisir,  which  was  entered  i 
to  with  so  much  warmth  at  the  last  sutin^ 
pari  but  w«  bear  m  more  of  it  in  this,  tliao 
making  bis  appearance  lo  save  his  bail,  i 
being  ordered  to  attend   from  day    to   day 
which  proved  so  tedious,  that  sir  John  petitionj 
ed  the  bouse  ekher  to  be  tried,  ordisckaiige4 
from  so  close  an  attendance*    This  was  aat^ 
complied  with»  and  lie  was  obliged  to  wait„ 
without  any  trial,  tiU  the  17th  of  Dec.  o»  wkicls. 
day  it  being  signified  to  the  house,  that  sir 
John  was  so  sick  that  he  could  not,  w>^o*^< 
great  danger  of  his  life,  saake  his  persopid  ap- 
pearance, it  was  i«reed  that  the  said  air  Joha 
shouki  stand  upon  bb  bail  for  his  appearance, 
but  not  to  incur  any  danger  of  forfeiture  for 
his  non-appearance,  at  this  time,  by  reasoo  n€ 
his  indisposition.   Thereupon  the  Lord  Keeper 
acquainted  the  house.  That  many  petitions 
were  exhibited,  every  momiog,  aaainst  tiie  said 
sir  John,  which  were  much  called  upon.     It 
was  ^rced,  <That,  lest  the  justice  and  care  of 
this  house,  4o  question  the  said  sir  John  fiar  tbs 
same,  may  be  doubted  of,  notice  shall  be  pvca 
to  the  petitioners,  that  this  time  was  desigaed 
for  greater  affairs,  and  too  short  now  to  pro- 
ceed against  him  upon  tliose  complaints;  hat 
that  the  lords  did  resolve,  at  the  next  aceess, 
to  proceed  against  hiss  eflfeaually.*^    As  this 
next  meeting  never  took  place,  in  this  reign,  it 
is  very  probable,  if  sir  John  did^iot  die  of  this 
illness,  that  he  gat  off  bis  ^al  and  ccnsars  by 
the  confusion  of  the  times;  for  his  bail  woukl 
be  dischaif^ed  in  course^  at  the  dissolution  of  tha 
Parliament. 

Froceedingi  sgrnimt  sir  J.  Bouchkr  for  «*• 
perfin^  the  hrd  kteper'  WiUmmg.y  Sir  John 
Bouchier,  a  Yorkshira  knight,  had  presented  a 
Petition  to  the  Lords,  on  the  Sd  ot  Dec.  com- 
plaining of  some  indirect  deaUi^  in  the  lord 


keeper  of  the  great  seal,  for  Ipt  givHig  a  i 
cient  hearing  to  a  cause  of  his  in  chancery,  and 
refosing  to  re-hear  the  same.  The  Lords  took 
this  petition  into  consideration,  for  seversi  days 
together;  and,  after  examining  several  witnes- 
ses, pro  and  con,  came,  at  last,  to  this  Hesohk 
tion  on  the  question,  Tlmt  the  lord  keeper  was 
freed  from  any  precipitate  or  hasty  beaiing  of 
sir  John  Boudiier's  cause,  as  was  alledjgedia 
htt  petition.  And,  on  a  second  qoestioo,  it 
was  agreed.  That  the  said  sir  John  shouki  re- 
ceive some  censure  or  punishment  for  the  ssae. 
-r-Accordtagly,  Dec  12.  the  Sentence  aniast 
sir  John  was  assented  to,  vis.  ^  That  he  sboukl 
make  an  adtnowledgment,  in  their  hoaie^  aad 
in  chancery,  of  his  fault;  and  that  he  shouki 
be  imprisoned.''  But  the  lord  keeper  saTiig^ 
That  the  said  sir  John  behaved  himself  wdi  sad 
temperately,  at  the  hearing  of  his  cause  in 
chancery,  and  beseeching  tteir  lordships  to  ie« 
mit  the  acknowledgment  of  his  fault  ia  ikst 
court,  and  likewise  his  impriso— icnr;  the 
Lords  highly  corameiidad  the  lord  keeasi^ds* 
mency,  and  reasitted  both.  Hisa  sir  Jsha  W 
ing  brouglit  to  the  bai^  wd  hisAflkiiswIi^ 
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meat,  leadj  dmwK  up^  beinc  4eUii«re<i  to  btm, 
he  kneeUiig,  aaid^  ^*  My  Lords,  in  obedience  to 
the  Judgment  of  this  Uoase,  I  bumbly  tubmit 
myself^*'  and  t;ben  read  ibe  saoM  ui  these 
urords;  "  Whereas,  by  the  bockoarable  Sentence 
of  the  lords  spiritiMl  and  teinj^ral,  I  stand  coa- 
sted of  a  great  inisdenieanour»  for  taxing  and 
laying  an  imputation  on  the  lord  keeper  of  the 
great  seolof  £iiglaiid;  I  do  in  all  humbleness^ 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  that  their  Sentence, 
nnd  also  mine  own  fault  and  o0ence,  and  am 
heartily  sorry  therefore;  I  do,  therefore,  crnVe 
pardon,  both  ol'  your  lordships,  in  general,  and 
of  the  lord  keeper,  in  particular.''— Then,  being 
commanded  to  stand  up,  the  lord  keeper  told 
him.  That,  at  his  request,  the  Lords  did  retnit 
the  Acknowledgment  to  be  made  in  chance* 
ry,  and  also  his  imprisonment:  for  which  the 
•nidsirJoiin  most  humbly  thanked  their  kml- 
shrps,  and  particularly  the  lord  keeper.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  mildoess  of  ttiis  Sentence, 
£mr  traducing  the  then  principal  ofBcer  of  sute, 
this  man  lived  in  the^next  reign,  not  only  to 
imte  the  House  of  Lords  oit  of  doors,  but  also 
In  emhrue  his  hands  in  his  sovereign's  blood,  as 
WtU  be  seen  in  the  sequel. 

The  Lords  propose  a  muting  wkk  the  Com' 
mom  on  tMe  SapplyA  Dec.  14.  Things  being 
in  a  confused  state,  already  mentioned,  between 
the  king  and  the  house  of  commons,  and  no 
likelihood  of  a  Supply  from  that  quarter,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  in  the  House  of  Lords,  by  the 
lord  Digby,  to  put  the  Commons*  in  mind, 
i*  That  this  session  was  called  to  provide  a  pre- 
sent support  for  the  Palatinate,  as  was  deli- 
.vered,  by  messa^  from  his  mt^,  unto  both 
hottses,  at  the  beginning  thereof."  His  lordship 
likewise  said,  <^l*hat  he  had  since  received 
many  advertisements  of  the  great  and  present 
danger  the  Palatinate  was  then  in;  as  well  by 
the  ara^  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  in  pursuit  of 
count  Mansfield,  an  alBo  by  the  army  of  that 
«mim,  who  came  for  the  defence  of  the  Palati* 
.  jpttbe,  if  he  be  not  speedily  supplied  with  means 
iiKMahencfi  to  support  it:  because  thatconntiy 
vnfr  not  able  to  pay  the  actors,  nor  to  fetd  so 
gient  an  acmy;  whicbi  must  be  in  great  dis^ 
Uei»  for  want  of  \inch.  relief.  That  divers  terms 
nf  pMoe  had  been  offered  the  count,  very  foir 
fov  himself;  yeO  be  woitld  not  hearken  to  any, 
to  long  na  ht  hoped  to  be  relieved  from  £ng* 
land,  and  miahtin  any  reasonable  time,  be  aft- 
wooed  thereot,  Whick  advertisements  of  the 
4nnfer  nndhofMiof  thnPaktinate,  his  lordship 
thnught-goodt  in  discduuie  of  hu  duty  to  the 
hin&  to  ncsqunitti  their  loxdslups  with,  that  they 
m^  tnk0  tkm  snme  into  iheu-  cons^eration.'' 
The  l«rd».  having  duly  weighed  the  matter,  it 
ymB  agrnedb.  That  there  shalF  he  a  meeting  with 
^  honseof  oovannnsrcnncemmgthe  narration 
madf^  hT  the  lord  ]3%hy.  And  it  was  also  ai- 
Me«4  That,,  aft  the  Aiid  meetii^^  the  lord 
(ffptff  AalLfixst  mahe  an  hitroduetmn,  and  the 
}psd  Dighjl  AnUpiocned  in  hisiinrralion  to  the 
CfiMoona.  Then  thnloedDigb^  desired  to  be 
Amirttd  bj  the  houra,  or  a  committee,  in  his 
.  nod  lift  vn9  ordcted.  That  bis  lofd^ 


ship  should  put  down  the  heads  thereof  in  wriu 
ing  against  the  next  morning:  at  which  time 
it  was  again  aj^eed.  That  it  should  he  deliver- 
ed aa  a  narrative  only.— But  no  message  fur  this 
meeting  was  ever  sent  to  the  Commons;  for, 
on  the  18th  of  Dec,  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
preseiued  a  Commission,  frum  tlic  king,  for 
the  adjournment  of  this  pari,  to  the  &th  oj'  Feb. 
ensuing, 

Proctamotion  setting  forth  the  Kine;*s  Rem" 
tout  for  ditxolvittg  the  t'ar lament. J^  But  before 
the  day  arrived  to  which  the  pari,  was  adjourn- 
ed, the  King  thought  proper  to  issue  a  Frocks 
mation,  for  the  dissolution  of  it,  containing  his 
reasons  for  so  doiug.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  said  Proclamation  as  given  in  Rymer'a 
Fotdera,  v6l.  xvii.  p.  844. 

**  A  Proclamation  for  dissolving  this  present 
Parliament. 

''  Albeit  the  assembling,  continuing,  and  dis- 
solving of  Parliament|-  be  a  prerogative  so  pe- 
culiarly belonging  to  our  imperial  crowu,  and 
the  times  and  seasons  thereof  so  absolutely  in 
our  own  power,  that  we  need  not  give  account 
thereof  unto  any ;  yet,  according  to  our  con<t 
tiuual  custom  to  make  our  good  subjects  ac<* 
quainted  with  the  reasons  of  all  our  public  re« 
solutions  and  actions ;  we  have  thought  it  ex-* 
pedient  at  tliis  time  to  declare,  not  only  our 
pleasure  and  resolution  therein,  £rounded  upon 
mature  deliberation,  with  the  advice  and  uni« 
form  consent  of  our  whole  privy-council,  htt(  ^ 
therewith  also,  to  note  some  special  Proceed'* 
in^  moving  us  to  this,  resolution ;  and  that 
chie0y  lo  this  end,  that  as  God,  so  the  world 
may  witness  with  us  that  it  was  our  intent  to 
have  made  this  the  happiest  parf.  that  ever  wa« 
in  our  time ;  and  that  the  lett  and  impediment 
thereof  being  discerned,  all  misunderstandings 
and  jealousies  might  be  removed ;  and  all  ouf 
people  may  know  and  believe  that  we  are  a$ 
far  from  imputing  an^f  of  those  ill  accidents, 
that  have  happened  in  pari,  to  any  want  or  ^ 
neglect  of  duty  or  good  affection  towards  us  by 
tliem  in  general,  or  by  the  greater  or  better 
number  of  parliament-men ;  a»  we  are  con&» 
dent,  the  true  causes  discovered,  they  will  be 
far  from  imputing  it  to  any  default  in  us,  thcrn 
having  in  the  beginning  of  this  late  assembly 
passed  greater  and  inure  infallible  tokens  of 
love  ana  duty  from  our  subjects  to  us  their 
sovereign^  and  more  remarkable  testimooiea 
firom  ua  of  our  princely  care  and  :feaX  of  Uieir 
welfare,  than  have  been  in  any  paii^  met  ia 
any  former  age. — ^This  parK  wa$  by  us  called^ 
as  for  making  good  and  profitable  Uws,  so  more 
especially  in  this  time  of  miseraMs  distraction 
throughout  Christendom,  for  the  hotter  settling 
(tjf  peace  and  religion,  and  restoring  oar  childn 
ren  to  tbdr  nntient  and  lawfol  patrimony; 
which  we  attempted  to  procure  by  pea^eabie 
treaty,  at  our  own  excessive  charge,  thereby  tfx 
save  and  prevent  the  effusion  of  Christian  blood, 
the  miserable  effect  of  war  and  dissension  ;  yel^ 
with  full  purpose,  if  that  succeeded  not,  to  re- 
cover Ub^  tjofi  swoixl,  and>  therefore^,  a^  iv  n^ 
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ccssary  means  conducing ^o. those  ends,  the 
supplv  of  our"  treasures  was  to  b^jyovided  for. 
— lliis  parl."bcgthlung  in  Jan.  last,  proceeded 
tome  months  with  such  harmony  botweea  us 
•nd  our  people  as  caimot  be  paralleled  by  any 
former  time ;  for  as  the  house  of  commons  at 
the  fii^t,  both  in  the  manner  of  their  supply 
and  otherwise,  shewed  greater  love  and  more 
respect  than  ever  any  house  of  commons  did 
to  us,  or,  as  we  think,  to  any  king  before  us ; 
80  we  upon  all  their  complaints  have  aftbrded 
them  such  memorable  and  rare  examples  of 
justice  as  many  ages  past  cannot  shew  the  like ; 
wherein,  that  we  preferred  the  weal  of  our 
people  bctbre  all  particular  respects,  the  things 
themselves  do  sufficiently  prove,  our  justice  be- 
ing extended  not  only  t.>  persons  ot  ordinary 
rank  and  quality,  but,  even  to  the  prime  Officer 
of  our  kingdom ;  and,  although,  after  their  hrst 
recess,  at  Easter,  we  found  that  they  mispent 
d  great  deal  of  time,  rather  upon  the  enlarging 
of  the  limits  of  their  liberties,  and  diwrs  other 
curious  and  unprofitable  things,  than  upon  the 
framing  and  proponing  of  good  and  profitable 
laws ;  yet,  we  gave  them  time  and  scope  for 
their  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  prolong- 
ed the  session  to  an  unusual  length,  continuing 
it  until  the  28th  of  May,  before  we  signified 
our  purpose  for  their  recess ;  and  then  we  de- 
clared that  we  would  make  a  recess  on  the  4th 
of  June  next  following,  but  only  for  a  time,  and 
in  such  manner  as  raic^ht  be  without  disturb- 
ance to  any  of  the  business  in  hand  ;  express- 
ing out  of  our  grace,  though  we  needed  not, 
the  causes  of  that  our  purpose,  which  were  the 
•eason  of  the  year,  usually  hot  and  untit  for 
great  assemblies;  bur  progress  approaching; 
the  necessity  we  had  to  make  use  of  our  couu> 
oil  attending  in  both  houses,  both  to  settle  our 
weighty  afiiurs  of  state  before  we  went,  and 
to  attend  us  when  we  went  our  progress ;  the 
disfumishing  our  ordinary  courts  of  justice  so 
many  terms  together ;  the  long  absence  of  jus- 
tices of  peace  and  deputy-lieutenants,  whose 
presence  was  needful  for  making  and  return- 
ing of  musters,  and  for  subordinate  government 
of  the  country :  And  therefore  we  appointed 
to  adjourn  the  pari,  on  the  4rh  of  June,  giving 
that  warning  longer  than  usual,  that  they  might 
set  in  order  their  business,  and  prepare  their 
grievances,  which  we  promised  ooth  to  Lear 
and  answer  before  that  recess ;  for  presenting 
whereof  we  appointed  them  a  time.— This 
Message,  graciously  intended  by  us,  was  not  so 
trell  entertained  by  some,  who  in  a  short  time 
dispelled  and  sprcailthcirjealousies  unto  others^ 
and  thereby  occasioned  discontentment  in  the 
bouse,  for  being  adjourned  without  passing  of 
tills ;  yet  made  not  their  address  to  tis  as  was 
meet,  but  desired  a  Conference  with  the 
Xords,  and  at  that  Conference,  the  ^9th  day 
of  May,  under  colour  of  desiring  to  petition  u*» 
for  some  further  time  to  perfect  and  pass  some 
special  bills,  were  imboldcn^d  not  only  to  dis- 
pute, but  to  refel  all  the  reasons  thnt  we  had 
given  for  the  adjournment ;  which  bein^  made 
fnown  unCo  us,  we  ngai a  signified  ouf  ploadure 


to  both  houses,  that  on  the  4di  day  of  Jane  thm 
pari,  should  rise,  but  we  woufd  then  give  our 
royal  assent  to  such  bilb  as  were  or  should  be 
ready  and  fit  to  be  then  passed,  cootinuins  all 
other  businesses  in  the  state  they  were,  by  a 
special  act  to  be  framed  for  that  purpose. — T)m 
Lords  with  all  duty  and  respect  submitted  to 
our  Resolution,  passed  the  act,  and  seut  it  with 
special  recommendation  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; but  they  neither  read  it  nor  proceeded 
with  business,  but  forgetting  that  the  time  was 
ours  and  not  theirs,  continued  their  discontent, 
as  they  pretended,  for  being  so  soon  dismissed. 
— We,  though  it  were  strange  to  observe  such 
averseness  for  our  resolving,  upon  such  weigh- 
ty reasons,  that  wherein  we  needed  not  h% 
measured  by  any  other .  rule  but  our  own 
princely  will,  yet  were  contented  to  desceod 
from  our  right,  to  alter  our  resolution,  and  ta 
continue  the  session  for  a  fortnight  more,  where-  •' 
in  they  might  perfisct  such  public  bills  as  were 
esteemed  of  most  importance ;  for  which  pur- 
pose, we  ooTself  came  in  person  unto  the  higher 
nouse  of  pari,  and  made  ofier  thereof  unto 
them  •  which  being,  in  effect,  as  much  as  the 
Commons  hail  formerly  desired,  was  no  sooner 
offered,  hut  yielding  thanks  to  us,  the  said 
Commons  resolved,  the  same  day,  directly  con-, 
trary  to  their  former  desire,  to  refuse  it,  and 
to  accept  our  first  rosohition  of  an  adjournment, 
but  attending  us  at  Greenwich  presented  no 
Grievances. — ^This  inconstancy  as  w'e  passed  it 
by  with  a^entle  admonition,  so,  for  the  matter 
of  Oricvancos,  as  well  of  England  as  Ireland, 
we  promised  to  take  them  into  our  own  care, 
though  not  presented  to  us,  and  really  perform- 
ed the  same  so  far  as  the  time  and  tlie  adrice 
of  our  council  of  each  kingdom  could  enable 
us ;  as  is  witnessed  by  our  several  Proclamm-. 
tions  published  in  both  realms,  as,  likewise,  in 
granting,  at  the  same  time,  those  three  suitar 
which  were  propounded  unto  us  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  at  the  request  and  in  the 
name  of  both  the  houses ;  but,  in  conciusioii, 
the  House  of  Commons  inaking  it  their  choice, 
we  made  a  recess  by  adjournment  of  the  pari, 
the  4th  day  of 'June ;  though,  indeed,  we  mutt 
do  them  this  right,  that  at  the  said  recess,  tak- 
ing into  their  serious  consideratiou  the  present 
estate  of  our  childrenabroad  and  the  general 
fifflicted  estate  of  the  true  professors  of  religion 
in  fi>rcign  parts,  they  did,  with  one  unanimous 
consent,  in  the  name  of  themselves  and  the 
whole  body  of  the  kingdom,  roeke  a  mostdutiv 
ful  and  solemn'  Protestation,  That  if  our  pioot 
endeavours,  by  treaty,  to  procore  their  peace 
and  8afety,should  not  take  that  good  effect  which 
was  desired  in  the  treaty,  whereof  they  hunH 
biy  besought  us  not  to  sitjffer  moy  long  delay  ; 
then  upon  signification  of  our  pleeaure  in  pail, 
-they  would  be  ready  to  the  uttermost  of  their 
powers  both  with  tivot  and  firtunei  to  Mi^  tfs, 
so  as  that,  by  the  Divine  help  of  AhMghty 
God,  we  might  be  able  to  do  that  ^?  OOf  iwbrd 
which  by  peaceable  eoonea  sboald  not  be  o^ 
fiected.— Butduring  the  time  of  thisloog  reoiii, 
having  to  our  great  charges  oiediMed  wMl  thf 
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emperor  by  the  means  of  our  embassador,  the 
Jord  Digby,  and  having  found  those  hopes  to 
fail  which  we  had  to  prevail  by  treaty;  we  in 
confidence  of  the  assistance  of  our  people,  thus 
freely  promised  and  protested  in  pari,  did  in- 
stantly shorten  the  time  of  the  recess,  which  we 
had  before  appointed  to  continue  until  the  8th 
day  of  Feb.  and  did  re-assemble  our  pari,  the 
fOch  day  of  Nov.  last,  and  made  known  unto 
them  tlie  true  state  and  necessity  of  our  chil- 
dren's nfiairs;  declaring  our  resolution  unto 
.them  of  taking  upon  us  the  defence  of  our 
children's  patnmony  by  way  of  arms,  since  we 
could  not  compais  it  by  an  amicable  treaty, 
and  therefore  expected  the  fruit  of  that  their 
pcclaration,  whereby  we  were  invited  unto  this 
course. — Wherein,  howbcit  we  are  all  well  satis- 
fied of  the  good  inclination  of  most  p^rt  of  our 
House  of  Commons,  testified  by  their  ready 
assent  to  the  speedy  payment  of  a  Subsidy 
newly  to  be  granted;  yet,  tipon  this  occasion, 
some  particular  members  of  that  house  took 
sucb  inordinate  liberty,  not  only  to  treat  of  our 
high  prerogatives,  and  of  sunnry  things,  that, 
without  our  special  direction,  were  no  fit  sub- 
jects to  be  treated  of  in  pari,  but,  also,  to  speak 
with  less  respect  of  foreign  princes,  our  allies, 
than  was  fit  for  any  subject  to  do  of  any  anoint- 
ed king,  tho'  in  enmity  and  hostility  with  us. — 
And  when,  upon  this  occasion,  we  used  some 
reprehension  touching  those  miscarriages,  re- 
quiring them  not  to  proceed  but  in  such  things  as 
were  within  the  capacity  of  that  house  according 
to  the  continual  custom  of  our  predecessors; 
then,  by  the  means  of  some  evil-afiPected  and 
discontented  persons,  such  heat  and  distemper 
was  rais'd  in  the  house,  that,  albeit  themselves 
bad  sued  unto  us  for  a  session,  and  for  a  general 
pardon,  unto  both  which,  at  their  earnest  suit,  we 
assented;  yet,  after  this  fire  kindled,  they  rejec- 
ted both,  and  setting  apart  all  businesses  of  con- 
sequence and  weight,  notwithstanding  our  ad- 
monition and  earnest  pressing  them  to  go  for- 
ward, they  either  sat  as  silent,  or  spent  the  time 
in  disputing  of  Privileges,  descanting  upon  the 
words  and  syllables  of  our  Letters  and  Messa- 
ges; which  for  better  clearing  of  truth,  and  sa- 
tisfectton  of  aU  men,  we  are  about  to  publish 
in  print  so  soon  as  possible  we  can :  and,  al- 
though, in  our  Answer  to  tlieir  Petition,  we  gave 
them  full  assurance  that  we  would  be  as  careful 
pf  the  preservation  of  their  Privileges  as  of  our 
own  royal  Prerogative,  and  in  our  Explanation 
aft^r  sent  unto  them  by  our  Letters  written  to 
our  Secretary,  we  told  them  that  we  never  meant 
to  deny  them  any  lawful  Privileges  that  ever  that 
bonsc  enjoyed  in  our  Predecessors  times,  and 
that  whatsoever  Privileges  or  Liberties  they  en- 
joyed by  any  law  or  statute  should  ever  he  in- 
violably preserved  by  us,  and  we  hoped  our  pos- 
-terity  would  imitate  our  footsteps  therein ;  and 
whatsoever  Privileges  they  enjoyed  bylortg  cus- 
tom, and  uncontrolled  and  lawful  precedents, 
vi  would  likewise  be  as  careful  to  preserve  them, 
ittd  transmit  the  care  thereof  to  our  posterity; 
confessing  onrselves,  in  justice,  to  be  bound  to 
|l^iflimain  them  in  their  rights,  and;  in  p^ce, 


that  we  were  rather  minded  to  increase  that  in- 
fringe any  of  them,  if  they  should  so  deserve  at 
our  hands;  which  might  satisfy  any  reasonable 
man  that  we  were  far  from  violating  their  pri« 
vilegcs.— And  nltho*,  by  our  Letters,  written  ta 
their  Speaker,  we  advised  tlieni  to  proceed  and 
make  this  a  session,to  the  end  our  good  and  loving 
subjects  might  have  some  taste,  as  well  of  our 
grace  and  goodness  towards  them  by  our  firee 
Pardon  and  good  laws  to  be  passed,  as  tbej 
had  both  by  tlie  great  and  unusual  dx^unples 
of  justice  since  our  meeting,  and  the  so  many 
eases  and  comforts  given  ujito  them  by  Pro^ 
claination ;  and  although  wc  bad  given  order 
for  the  Pardon  to  go  on,  and  that  in  a  more 
gracious  and  hberal  manner  than  had  passed 
in  ra^ny  years  before ;  and  signitied  onr  wiU 
lingne!«s,  that,  rather  than  time  stKmld  be  mis- 
pent,  they  might  lay  aside  the  thought  of  the 
Subsidy,  and  go  on  with  an  act  for  Continuance 
of  Statutes,  and  the  general  Pardon  :  yet  ail 
this  prevailed  not  to  satisfy  them,  either  for 
their  pretended  Privileges,  or   to    persuade 
them  to  proceed  with  bills  for  the  good  of 
themselves,  and  those  that  sent  ^em.    fiut  a* 
the  session  and  pardon  wore  by  them  well  de« 
sired  at  first,  so  were, they  as  ill  it^jected  at 
the  last ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  sincerity  of 
our  protestations  not  to  invade  their  privilcgesy 
yet,  by  persuasion  of  such  as  had  been  the  cause 
of  all  these  dbtempers,  tbey  fall  to  carve  for  . 
themselves ;  and  pretending,^  causelesiy,  to  be 
occasioned  tliereunto,  in  an  unscasooabie  bouf 
of  the  day,  and  a  very  thin  house,  contrary  jta 
their  own  customs  in  all  matters  of  weicht,  con- 
clude and  enter  a  Protestation  for  their  Libera 
ties,  in  such  ambiguous  and  general  words,  s» 
might  serve  for  future  times  to  invade  most  of 
our  inseparable  rights  and  prerogative  annexed 
to  our  imperial  crown;  whereof,  not  only  in 
the  times  of  other  our  progenitors,  but  in  die 
blessed  reign  of  our  late  predecessor,  that  re« ' 
nowned  queen  Elizabeth,  we  found  our  crowii 
actually  possessed ;  an  usurpation  that  the  maj. 
of  a  king  can  by  no  means  endure. — By  ail 
which  may  appear,  that,  howsoever  in  the  ge* 
neral  proceedings  of  that  house,  there  are  many 
footsteps  of  lovmg  and  weU-afiected  duty  to- 
wards us,  yet  some  ill-tempered  spirits,  have 
sowed  tares  among  tlie  corn,  and  thereby  fnis* 
trated  the  hope  of  that  plentiful  and  good  har« 
vest,  which  might  have  multiplied  the  wealth 
and  welfare  of  this  whole  land;  and,  by  their 
cunning  diversions,  have  imposed  upon  us,  4 
necessity  of  discontinuing  this  present  pari« 
without  putting  unto  it  the  name  or  period  of 
a  session. — And  therefore,  whereas  the  said 
assembly  of  pari,  was,  by  our  commission,  ad- 
journed until  the  8th  day  of  Feb.  now  next 
ensuing,  we  minding  not  to  continue  the  sam^ 
any  longer ;  and  tfatereibrc  not  holding  it  fit  to 
cause  the  prelates,  pobleroen,  and  states,  of 
this  our  realm,  or  the  knights,  citizens  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  same  parL  to  travel  there^bout.^ 
have  thought  fit  to  signify  this  our  resolutioni 
with  the  reasons  tlieceof,  unto  all  our  sub^ectsi 
inhabiting  i^  all  parts  of  this  reaUn;  wi)liug 
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and  requiring  the  st^d  prelates,  noblemea  «nd 
•Utes,  and  also  the  said  knights,  citizens,  and 
iMirgesscs,  and  all  others  to  whom,  in  this  case, 
k  shall  appertain,  that  thej  forbear  to  attend 
at  the  day  aiui  place  prefixed  by  the  said  ad- 
journment ;  and  in  so  doin^  they  are  and  shall 
be  discharged  thereof  against  us :  and  we  do 
iKrehy  further  declare,  that  the  said  conveo- 
tkm  w  pari,  neither  is,  nor,  after  the  ceasing 
and  breaking  thereof,  shall  be,  nor  ought  to  be 
esteemed,  adjudged,  or  taken  to  be,  or  make 
any  session  of  pari. — And  albeit  we  are  at  tJiis 
tbtte  enforced  to  break  oif  this  convention  of 
pari,  yet  our  will  and  desire  is,  that  all  our  sub- 
jects should  take  notice,  for  avoiding  of  all 
mister  suspicions  and  jeabusies,  that  our  in- 
tent and  lull  resolution  is  to  govern  our  peoplf 
ia  tlie  same  manner  as  our  prosenitors  and 
predecessors,  kings  and  queens  of  tliis  realm,  of 
Dest  government,  have  heretofore  done ;  and 
tbat  we  shall  be  careful,  both  in  our  person, 
and  by  charging  our  privy  council,  our  judges, 
aad  other  our  ministers,  m  their  several  places 
fvspectively,  to  distribute  true  justice  and  right 
aoto  all  our  people ;  and  that  we  shall  be  ^ad 
to  lay  hokd  of  the  first  occasion,  in  due  and 
convenient  time,  which  we  hope  sh^l  not  be 
long,  to  call  and  assemble  our  parliament, 
'with  confidence  of  the  true  and  hearty  love 
and  aflfection  of  our  subjects  as  either  we,  or 
anv  €^  oar  progenitors  have  at  any  time  here- 
totore.  Given  at  our  palace  of  Westminster, 
fflie  sixth  day  of  January,  161^    Per  ipntm 


ral  Memher$  eammitted  to  Prison,]  The 
^  iil-tempered  spirits^  the  ktnpr  alludes  to  in 
tias  Proclamation,  were  several  leading  mean 
Wrsofthebottse  of  commons;  amoni^whom, 
tre  are  told,  sir  Edw.  Coke  and  sir  Hob.  Phil- 
lips, were  committed  to  the  Tower;  and  mr 
5eftden,  mr.  Pymme  and  mr.  Mallory  to  other 
prisons.  Orders  were  given  for  sealmg  up  the 
fecks  and  doors  of  sir  Edw.  Coke's  chambers, 
in  London,  and  ia  the  Temple,  and  for  tl>e 
Setzing  his  papers.  And  the  Coaacil,  debating 
abont  tlie  genenU  Pardon  that  shonid  have 
passed  this  last  pari.  Iiad  considered  about  the 
irays  of  excluding  him  from  that  benefit,  either 
%y  Breaming  a  bill  iui;ainst  him,  before  the 
pabfication  of  tho' Pardon,  or,  by  exempting 
this  eminent  lawyer,  by  name ;  for  which  they 
•aid,  they  had  precedents. — As  a  lighter  pu- 
a^ment,  sir  Dudley  Digges,  sir  Th,  Crew,  sir 
Math.  Rich,  and  sir  James  Perrot  were  aent 
jilto  Ireland,  Joined  in  commission  with 
ethers,  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  for 
•nquiring  into  sundry  matters  concerning  his 
laaie^ty's  service,  as  well  in  the  goverment 
ecclesinstic  and  civil,  as  io  paint  of  tlie  kiag*s 
fisvenoes,  and  otherwise,  within  that  kingdom. 
Sir  P.  Ktfyraan,  of  Kent,  was  seat  into  the  Pa- 
latinate ;  and,  not  long*  after  this,  sir  John  Sa- 
▼ile,  kni|!ht  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  York, 
wkfa  onrried,  all  that  country  at  a  beck,  and  a 
ppwerfot  man  in  ^he  house  of  commons,  was 
made  eartiftroUcr  of  the  king's  hooshold,  a  pri* 
in  eoufsrllor,  and,  not  long  aftar^  a  baron. 
Sice  Ruihworth,  vol  i.  p.  55., 


J  new  Parlittment  aUlsd,]  Tba  two  siw« 
cecding  years  were  almost  wholly  taken  op  car- 
nring  on  the  Spanish  Match,  and  the  Pnnce's 
Journey  into  Spain  to  effect  it.  The  Priafa  aad 
Buckingham  being  both  returned  to  England 
JTOin  tliair  fruitless  expedition,  and  osany  es^ 
igencies  of  state  requiring  it ;  the  kiug  was  ad- 
vised to  call  a  new  parliament,  notwithstand- 
ing his  disagreeable  parting  with  the  last*  Ac- 
cordingly writs  were  sent  out  for  one  to  meet 
at  Westminster  on  the  l«th  of  Feb.  1623,  or 
the  21st  year  of  this  reign.  But  before  wo  en* 
ter  into  the  proceedings  of  this  parhataeat  wa 
shall  present  the  reader  with  a  view  of  tht 
State  of  the  Peerage  at  this  time : 

A  List  of  all  the  Peers  of  England^  called  t^ 

Parliament  anno  16*23,  31  Jatnes  7. 
Charles,  pr.  Wales, &c.  John,e.ofBridgewato 
Lodowic,  du.  of  Rich-  Robert,  e.  of  Leicester 
mond,     lord     high  WilLam,  e.  of  North- 
steward  of  the  hous-  amptoa 
hold  Robert,  e.  of  Warwick 
Lionel,  earl  of  Middle-  William,  e.  of  Devon 
sex,  lord  high  trea-  Esme,  e.  of  March 
surer  John,  e.  of  Holdemess 
Thomas,  vise.  Mande-  Chaiies,  e.  of  Carlisle 
ville,    president   of  Wiiiiam,  e.  of  Denbigh 
the  council  John,  carl  of  Bristol 
Edw.  e.  of  Worcester,  Christopher,  e.  of  An- 
lord  keeper  of  the  glesey 
privy  seal  Anthony^  vise   Mo&« 
George,  d.  of  Buckine-  tague 

ham,  lord  high  ad*  Wm.  visc«  Walliogfoci 

roiral  Juhu,  vise.  Purbeck 

W.  mar.  of  Winchester  William,  v.  Mansfield 

Thos.  eari  of  Oxford>  Thomaa,  v.  Cnlctiestc^ 

lord  great  chamber*  Viscount  Rochtbrd 

lain  Tliomas,  v.  Andover 

Thomas,  earl  of  Aran*  Richard,  v.  Taabridjnt 

del  and  Surrey,  earl  Beury  Ntvile^  Umq^  A< 

marshal  of  England  be^vcnn  j 

Jam.  e.  of  Cambridge,  Mervm  Toochtt,  loi4 

steward  of  the  house*  Audley ' 

hold  Edward,  lord  Zoucb 

Wm.  e.  of  Pembroke,  Robert  Bertie,  1.  WiU 

chamberlain  of  the  ioughhj,  of  £resby 

household  Henry  West,,  L  De  ]^ 

lien  ry ,  e.  of  Northum-  Warr 

berland  Gnorge,  L  Beikelay 

Charles,  e,  of  Nottiag*  Henry  Parker, ).  Moiv 

ham  ley  and  Moq^egle 

John,  e.  of  Shrewsbarx  Rkhan^  L  Dacfes  «iMt 

Henry,  e.  of  Derby  Hecst 

Francis,  e.  of  Rutland  EdwQ^  L  Staffiud 

Francis,  e«  of  Cuaiber-  £maAn^>  L  Scroop 

land  £dv^SujuoD,I.I]hialej 

Hen.  e.  of  Huadagdoa  Edward,  I.  Stouctoa 

Edward,  e^  of  Bath  Charles,  I.  Qerbj^rtft  ^ 

Hea.e.ofSont^aroptoa  ShMrland 

Edw^c«  of  Bedford  Joha,  L  Darc^  $gA 

Wra.  e.ofHeitfbrd  MeiniU 

Tliomas,  e,  of  Suffolk  Edward,  L  Vaua  ^ 

Richard^  e.  of  Dorm  Thomas,  I.  Wiodso^ 

Wm.  e.  of  Salisbury  Thomas,  U  Wentwartk 

William,  e.  of  Exeter  John,  1.  Mordauni 

Philip,  e.  of  Moaigo-  Oliver,  L  St.  Joha  di 

mery  Bletso       -     . 
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•Thomas,  L  Cromwel 
WilUmm,  K  Evert 
Philip,  L  Wbarton 
Edmuiid,  1.  Sheffield 
Wiiliam,  i.  Pasec 
IHidley,  L  North 
Thcophilus,  I.  Howard, 

of  WahieOy  soo  to 

thee,  of  Suffolk 
£dwardy  1.  Wotton 
Francis,  L  R4is8el,  of 

Thonihaugh 
Hen.  I.  Grey,  of  Groby 
WilUaia,KPetre 
Heary,  L  Danrere 
Eobert,  1.  Spenser. 
George,  L  Carew 
Willuum  Fienes^  L  Say 

andSete 


Edward,  1.  Denny 
Charles,  i.  Stanhope, 

of  Harrington 
ThomaSjl.  Arundel,  of 

Wardour 
Jo.  Holies,  1.  Houghton 
John  Roper,  I.  Tenham 
Philip,  C  Staniiope,  of 

SheHbrd 
EdWard,  t.  Noel 
Fulk  Grevile.  L  Brook 
Edward,  1.  Montague 
Robert,   1.  Carey,  of 

Lepington 
Henry  Rich,  L  Ken- 
sington 
John,  1.  St.  John,  of 

Basing 
Wm.l.Grcy,ofWarke 
Lay«Peer8  -  9S  {  Abps.andBp8.  -  12&— 119. 
I^e  Khiffs  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Set' 
mns,"]  The  pari,  being  assembled  on  the  l^th 
of  Feb.  tliey  were,  by  commission,  adjourned  to 
Ac  16th,  and  from  tlience,  by  another  com- 
mission to  the  19th  of  the  same  month.    On 
which  dav,  being  all  met  again  and  the  Com- 
mons odled  up,  the  king  was  pleased  to  make 
the  following  speech  : 
"  My  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  you 
tluit  are  gentlemen  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons of  tms  present  parliament ;'' 
^  It  is  a  true  saying  and  uttered  by  the  spi- 
ne of  God, '  that  the  glory  of  a  king  stands  in 
the  multitude  of  his  people  :*  and  I  am  sure  it 
is  as  true.  That  the  strength  of  a  kingdom, 
stands  next  and  immediately  after  God*s  pro- 
tection, in  the  hearts  of  the  people.    That  you 
may  see  and  have  a  proof  that  I  have  not  this 
only  in  my  tongue,  but  have  it  likewise  settled 
in  my  licart,  (as  God  can  bear  me  record  every 
way)  I  have  called  you  at  this  time  to  speak 
my  mind  freely  to  you  ;  for,  remembering  the 
misunderstandings  between  me  and  you  before, 
I  am  now  come  hitlter  with  an  earnest  desire 
to  do  the  duty  which  God  hath  called  me  unto 
br  declaring  unto  you  the  verity  of  this  which 
God  hath  put  into  my  heart,  and  to  manifest 
my  actions  to  be  true  by  my  words.    I  remem- 
ber very  well,  that  it  is  a  very  fit  similitude  for  a 
king  and  his  people  to  be  likened  to  a  husband 

rid  wife ;  for,  even* as  Christ,  in  whose  throne 
sit  in  this  part  of  the  earth,  is  the  husband 
to  the  churoh  and  the  church  his  spouse,  so  I 
likewise  desire  to  be  your  husband,  and  you 
alioukJ  be  my  spouse;. and,  therefore,  as  it 
is  the  husband's  part  to  cherish  bis  wife,  to  en- 
treat her  kindly,  to  reconcile  himself  towards 
lier,  and  procure  her  love  by  all  means,  so  it  is 
my  part  to  do  the  like  to  my  people. — ^There 
are  but  two  ways  for  a  king  to  shew  his  love 
to  his  people;  one,  in  the  constant  goodgo- 
Mrnment  of  them  during  his  life ;  the  other  by 
bis  behaTioor  to  their  representative  body  in 
parL  For  the  first,  God  knoweth,  I  desire  my 
government  may  be  petformed,  with  an  ho« 
Acft|  just^  truf  and  sincere  heart;  and  the  A  is 


none  of  you  that  jee  or  hear  me  this  day  b«i|t 
have  found  the  fruit  of  it^  one  time  or  other. 
For  the  other  part,  belougmg  to  tlie  represeiH 
tative  body,  which  is  npw  the  cause  ot  caliii^ 
you  together,  what  greater  evidence  can  iha» 
be  to  ^ew  love  between  you  and  me,  and  be- 
tween me  and  you,  that  are  the  repesentativ« 
body,  in  a  right  understanding,  than,  out  of  mj 
own  mouth  aud  direction,  to  give  you  a  tastie 
of  my  love  and  care  of  you  all. — ^'fhe  proper- 
ties and  causes  of  calling  a  {>ariiaraeat,  (aod^ 
so  go  the  ^rits)  are  to  coi&r  witi  the  king,  and 
give  him  their  advise  in  matters  of  greater 
weight  and  importance.    For  tliiscause  Ihara 
now  called  you  together,  that  ye  may  have  proof 
of  my  love  and  of  my  trust,  and  give  n^e  your 
advice,  in  the  greatest  matter  that  ever  coui4 
concern  a  kiiig^  a  greater  deciarati  ;n  of  mf 
trust  in  you  I  cannot  give.^  have  been  these 
many  years  upon  Treaties,  as  far  as  I  thoi^lA 
(and  God  is  my  witness  I  never  had  any  other 
intention)  tor  settling  a  peace  in  Christettdoa 
and  aettimg  a  peace  at  home.    In  these  Trea- 
ties I  went  long  on,  but  finding  them  to  have 
slower  success  thau  I  expected,  or  had  reasoA 
to  do,  I  was  willing,  (and  especially  in  one 
thing  concerning  the  estate  of  my  graud-dulr 
dren)  to  see  a  good  and  speedy  end.    la  this, 
finding  as  great  promises  as  I  could  wish,  ao4 
yet  finding  their  actions  quite  contrary^  it  stirred 
up  my  son  to  offer  liimself  to  make  tiiat  Joiir» 
ney;  and  I  thank  God,  having  him  now  hcre^ 
I  have  no  cause  to  repent  of  it.    For,  being  of 
full  age  and  ripeness  tor  marriage,  he  unged  me 
to  know  the  certainty,  in  a  matter  of  sO'great 
weight,  that  he  might  not  be  put  off  with  long 
delays ;  for  delays,  in  such  a  case,  are  mora 
dangerous  llian  deniaU.^ — In  it  I  was  content  ae  > 
a  rare  example,  to  grant  his  desire :  and  with  • 
him  I  only,  sent  the  nian  whom  1  most  trusted, 
Buckingham ;  commanded  him  never  to  leave 
him  nor  return  home  without  him.  And  I  thank 
God  for  it,  for  it  hath  learned  nic  wisdom ;  for,iis 
^  generalibus  versatur  dolus,'  I  had  general  hopes 
before,   but  Particulars  will  resolve  matters, 
GeneriUs  will  not ;  and,  before  this  Journey, 
things  came  to  me  as  raw  as  if  I  had  never  heard 
of  them  before.    I  was  as  far  disappointed  of 
my  ends  as  if  I  had  been  waked  out  of  a  dream  ; 
now  I  have  put  it  into  acertainty ;  and,  whereat. 
I  walked  in  a  mist  before,  I  have  now  brought 
it  to  light. — ^Now,  my  lords,  for  the  Partico*  , 
Inrs,  they  are  gone  so-far  as,  both  in  the  Treatf 
of  the  Match  and  of  the  Palatinate,  tliat  ( 
know  the  utmo<it.     I  am  resolved  upon  what  I 
am  like  to  obtain,  aud  have  had  promises  and 
projects,  and  some  of  them  lately.    But,  to 
shew  the  trust  that  I  put  in  you,  I  am  contenl 
that  my  secietaries,  from  tl^  information  and 
assurance  of  my  son  and  Buckingham,  shaU  ro» 
late  unto  you  all :  and  when  you  have  hcai4 
all,  *  super   totam  materiam,'    I  shall    them 
entreat  your  good  and  sound  advice,  for  the  glo* 
ry  of  God,  the  peaoe  of  the  kin^om,  and  the 
good  of  my  children.    Never  km^  gave  moije 
trust  to  his  subjects  than  to  de^re  tlicir  advicf 
ia  tbin^  of  thu.w^^  .For,  Insure  ^ou,  y» 
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I  may  fredj  advise  me,  seeing,  of  niy  priBceljr 
fidelity,  ye  are  intreated  thereto.     Ne?er  sut- 
jects  had  better  hearts  and  experience  tb  give 
mc  good  advice  thnn  you ;  of  which  I  make  no 
doubt,  for,  if  you  love  yourselves,  you  will  give 
It  mc,  your  own  felicity  depending  upon  it. — 
One  Particular  I  must  remember  you  of,  be- 
cause it  hath  been  much  talked  of  in  the  conn- 
try,  that  I  should  be  slack  in  my  care  of  Religion 
for  other  occasions. — My  lords,  and  you  gentle- 
men all,  I  pray  you  judge  me  charitably,  as  you 
would  be  judc^ed;  tor,  I  never  made  (Hiblic  or 
,  private  Treaties,  hut  I  always  had  a  direct  re- 
servation for  the  public-weal  and  the  cause  of 
Religion,  for  the  glory  of  Go<i  and  good  of  ray 
subjects.    I  only  thought  good  sometimes  to 
wink  and  connive  at  the  execution  of  some  penal 
laws,  and  not  to  go  on  so  rigorously  as  at  other 
times,  but  not  to  dispense  with  any,  or  to  for- 
bid or  alter  any  that  concern  Religion.    I  never 
promised  or  yielded,  I  never  did  think  it  with 
my  heart,  nor  spoke  it  with  my  mouth.    It  is 
true,  a  skilful  horseman  doth  not  always  use  the 
ipur;  but  sometimes  the  bridle,  and  sometimes 
the  spur:  so  a  king,  that  governs  wisely,  is  not 
bound  to  carry  a  rigorous  hand  over  his  sub- 
jects upon  all  occasions;  but  may  sometimes 
slacken  the  bridle,  yet  so  as  his  hands  be  not  laid 
off  the  reins.    And  so  much  for  that  point,  to 
he  cleared  upon  all  occasions. — ^Now  albeit  it 
be  a  great  matter  to  require  your  advice,  yet  in 
this  f  pray  remember  the  weight  of  the  busi- 
ness.   I  cannot  limit  you  hours  nor  days,  but 
your  own  hearts  must  do  it ;  for  every  man,  by 
nature,  thinks  the  time  long  here,  according  to 
bis  own  occasions  at  home.    Therefore  consider 
the  State  of  Christendom  and  the  State  of  my 
Orand  Children,  my  own  Estate  and  the  State 
of  my  kingdom,  the  Treaties  and  all,  and  then 
*ipon  all  you  are  to  give  me  your  advice. — My 
lords;  It  is  not  enough,  altho'  you  are  never  so 
willing  to  give  me  your  advice;  for  to  plant 
will  not  serve  the  tuni,  if  I,  like  a  good  gardener, 
•s  well  as  plant,  do  not  weed  away  from  the 
toots,  and  remove  the  obstacles  that  hinder  your 
io  good  advice:  of  which,  the  whole  weed  and 
manifest  hindrance  that  can  be,  is  your  jea- 
lousy of  me:  free  me  from  that,  and,  for  my 
actions,  I  dare  avow  them  before  God  and  his 
angels.     But  jealousy  hath  a  deep  sting,  take 
away  that,  and  nothing;  can  do  me  harm :  you  are 
xny  wife,  and  jealousy  is  subject  to  a  wife ;  tliere- 
fore  remove  it,  and  be  not  jealous  of  me. — 
For  matters  of  Privileges,  Liberties,  and  Cus- 
toms, be  not  over  curious;   I  am  your  own 
kindly  king.    Ye  never  shall  find  me  curious 
in  these  things:  therefore  do  what  you  ought, 
and  no  more  than  your  lawful  Liberties  and 
I  Privileges  will  permit,  and  ye  shall  never  see 
/  tnc  cu  nous  to  the  contrary.    I  had  rather  maiu- 
^  tain  your  liberties  than  alter  them  in  any  tldng. 
8bow  a  trmt  in  me,  and  go  on  honestly  as  you 
TMight  to  dp,  like  good  and  faithful  subjects ;  and, 
what  you  liave  warrant  for^  go  on,  with,  and  I 
will  not  be  coriodt,  onloss  jon  glvo  me  too 
inach  cause.— Tbe  tint  thing  it,  to  beware  that 
^u  take  nat  m  Una  tbe.iiMUtttaiiuB§of  idle 


questions  among  you;  which  spoils  good  bos^ 
ness.    Remem^r,  *  beware  of  genefuogtesaod 
curious  questions,'  as  St  Paul  q>eaks ;  and  do 
you  keep  to  the  ground  and  graTity  of  the  great 
business  for  which  I  call  you;  and  next^  for  all 
other  things  that  are  for  the  great  and  good 
governing  of  the  kingdom.    I^t  not  any  stir 
you  up  to  law-questions,  debates,  quirky  tricks 
and  jerks;    but  continue   yourselves    in  that 
honest  modesty,  whereby  yon  may  have  mj  pray* 
ers  to  God  for  you,  and  procure  the  love  of  me, 
.and  an  happy  end  to  this  pari.— God  jodgeme, 
I  speak  as  a  Christian  prince,  never  man,  in  a 
dry  and  sandy  desart,  where  no  water  is,  did 
thirst  more  in  hot  weather  for  drink,  than  I  do 
now  for  a  happy  conclusion  of  this  parL  I  now 
hope,  after  the  miscarriage  of  the  last,  tbattfais 
may  prove  happy.    I  am  neither  corious  nor 
captious  enou^^h  to  prevent  it.    Eschew  all  oc- 
casions of  curious  questions,  which  may  hinder 
you  in  this  great  cause  fi>r  which  I  have  called 
you;  and  remember.  That  spending  of  time  is 
spoiling  of  business.    And  I  hope  in  God,  and 
tnat  by  a  faitli  in  God,  that,  by  yoor  actions 
this  pari.  I  shall  clearly- see  your  hearts;  and 
that  you  are  the  true  repr^entative  bod  j  of  my 
subjects :  for  you  know  in  your  conscience,  that 
of  all  the  kings  that  ever  were,  I  dare  say  never 
was  king  better  beloved  of  his  people  than  I  am. 
— ^Therefore,  be  you  true  glasses  and  mirroors  of 
their  faces,  and  be  sure  you  yield  the  tme  re- 
flections and  representations  as  you  ought  to  do. 
And  this  doins;,  I  hope  you  shall  not  only  find 
the  blessing  of  God;  but  also,  by  these  actiou^ 
procure  the  thanks  and  love  of  whole  people^ 
for  being  such  true  and  fiiithfiii  glasses.     And 
you  shall  never  find  me  desire  any  thing  of  yon, 
bnt  what  shall  tend  to  the  common  good  and 
weal  of  the  kingdom.'' 

Hismajesty  having  ended  his  speech,  the  Lord 
Keeper  uohn  Wilhams  bishop  of  Lincoln  and 
dean  of  Westminster]  by  his  commands,  direct- 
ed the  Commons  to  repair  to  their  owp  house, 
and  choose  a  Speaker.  The  names  of  receivers 
and  tryers  of  Peritions,  being  also  read,  tba 
pari,  was  adjourned  to  the  Slst. 

The  Speaker^ t  Speech  to  the  King.]  Feb.  9%, 
The  Commons  presented  to  the  king  sir  Tbo, 
Crewe,  knt,  serijeant  at  law,  for  their  Speaker; 
whose  excuse,  tor  insufficiency,  &c.  being  not 
allowed  of,  he  was  confirmed  accordii^y. 
Upon  which  he  addvessed  himself  to  the  throne^ 
in  hec  verba  : 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, — Since  I  eaa 
not  bring  an  olive-branch  in  my  hand  as  a  sigii 
of  my  peace;  snd  that  God,  (in  whose  hands 
are  the  hearts  of  kings)  without  whose  provi* 
dence  a  sparrow  doth  not  &11  to  the  groand^ 
whom  no  man  can  resist,  hath  in^ned  yonr 
maj.  to  cast  your  eye  of  grace  on  me,  and  to 
confirm  me  in  this  place:  I  am  taueht  in  the 
best  school,  'that  obedience  is  better  than  sacri- 
fice;' and  will  only  lay  with  a  learned  father, 
'daDolbine  quod  jube8,&jube quod  vis:*  other- 
wise I  have  great  cause  to  be  afraid  of  such  a 
charp,  to  be  executed  before  so  great  a  m«). 
andm  sogreatananembly;  bat  thutl.hopi 
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^oar  maj.  will  extend  your  sceptre  of  ^race,  as 
Ahasaerut  did,  to  sustain  me  in  my  fainting. — 
Your  maj.  is  princeps  baereditarius,  descended 
6t>m  both  the  Roses,  and  batb  united  both  the 
kingdoms.    At  your  first  entrance  you  wrought 
«  wonder  in  the  tumult  of  our  cares,  and  cloud 
of  our  fears,  happening  upon  the  death  of  the 
late  c|ueen,  by  the  bright  beams    of  your 
aunshine;   which  a  poet  elegantly  express*d, 
'  Mira  cano,  sol  occubuit,  nox  nulla  secuta  est.' 
There  was  a  David  in  Hebron,  and  no  Ishbosheth 
to  disturb  your  peaceable  entrance ;  but  the  ac- 
clamations of  all  your  subjects  and  commons, 
concurring  to  express  their  ^reat  contentment* 
This  was  no  sudden  dash  of  joy,  but  a  constant 
blessing,  by  the  continuance  of  the  Gospel  and 
true  ise^gion,  maugre  the  malice  and  hellish  in- 
vention of  those,  who  would  have  blown  up  all 
mt  once^  but  God  laughed  them  to  scorn,  and 
they  feU  into  their  own  trap.    These  things  I 
leave  to  vour  maj.'s  royal  remembrance,  as 
a  duty  to  be  practised,  and  to  be  expressed  by 
6)ir  thankfulness  to  our  holy  God  ;  for  it  is  a 
good  tningto  be  thankful :  *  non  est  di|nas  dan- 
dis,  qui  non  agit  gratias  pro  datis.'— §ince  my 
designmentto  this  place,!  called  to  mind  these 
statutes  of  late  times,  and  find  two  of  especial 
note :  the  first  82  Hen.  8.  which  was  called 
'  Pacliamentum  doctum,'  for  the  many  good 
laws  made  for  the  settling  of  possessions.    The 
otlier  is  39  Eliz. ;  which,  by  a  reverend  divine, 
was  called  *  Parliamentum  pium;'  because  the 
subjects  were  enabled  to  found  hospitals  without 
licence  of  mortmain,  or  ad  quod  damnum,  and 
other  charitable  laws,  which  I  omit,  being  not 
perpetual.    And  I  likewise  called  to  mind  many 
glorious  offers  made  by  your  maj.  and  other 
good  provbions  at  the  last  two  meetings.    Now 
your  maj.  hath  stretched  fi^rth  your  sceptre  to 
call  m  to  you  again,  and  hath  made  decla- 
ration, that  all  jealousies  and  distractions  might 
be  removed,  and  tlie  memory  of  parliament 
nullities  might  be  buried.    And  my  desire  is, 
that  your  maj.'s  influence  may  distil  upon  us, 
ami  we  proceed  in  such  a  sweet  harmony  and 
conjunction,  that  '  righteousness  and  peace 
may  kiss  each  other,'  and  that  *  mercy  and 
truth  may  meet,'  and   the  world  may  say, 
'  ecce  auam  bonum  &c  quam  jucuudum  regem 
&  populumconvenirein  nnum.'-^And,  for  pei^ 
fecting  this  work,  the  good  bills  against  Mono- 
polies, Informers,  and  Concealers,  may  now 
p&ss,  and  receive  strength,  with  general,  liberal, 
and  royal  pardon,  according  to  the  bounty  of 
the  late  queen ;  tliat  so  this  pari,  may  be  called, 
*  felix,  doctum,  et  pium;'  which  will  be  good 
to  your  subjects,  and  no  diminution  to  your  re- 
venue, or  derogation  to  your  perogative ;  which, 
in  your  maj.'s  nands,  is  a  sceptre  of  gold ;  but, 
in  other  hands,  is  a  rod  of  iron.    I  need  not 
speak  in  the  praise  of  the  fundamental  com- 
mon laws ;  *  Veritas  temporis  filia,'  time  hath 
sufficiently  justified  them.     Mouarchy  is  the 
best  government;  and  of  monarchies,  those 
which  are  hereditary.    The  best  Supply  of  your 
'  maj.'s  wants  is  in  parliament,  where  the  sub- 
ject is  bound  by  his  own  consent :  other  coursb 
Vol.  1. 
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of  Benevolence  come  heavily.  The  subjects 
enjoy  the  gospel  freely  by  your  protection,  and 
your  maj.  may  be  safe  in  their  loyalty:  other 
safeties  are  but  as  Ajax  his  shield,  a  weight  ra- 
ther than  a  defence.  Their  desire  is,  that  the 
good  laws  for  religion  may  be  confirmed ;  and 
that  the  generation  of  locusts,  Jesuits  and  se« 
minary  priests,  which  were  wont  to  creep  in 
corners,  and  do  now  come  abroad,  may  be,  by 
the  execution  of  these  good  laws,  as  with  an 
east  wind,  blown  over  the  sea.  Our  late  queen 
Eliz.  lived  and  died  in  peace :  the  Pope  cursed 
her,  but  God  blessed  her :  and  so  shall  your 
maj.  having  God  to  your  friend,  find  safety  in 
the  ark  of  true  religion,  and  when  you  are  old 
and  full  of  days,  land  you  in  heaven ;  and  then 
our  hopeful  Prince,  which  sprang  out  of  your 
own  loins,  shall  sway  that  sceptre,  which  you 
V  must  leave  to  enjoy  a  crown  celestial.  And 
God,  in  his  due  time,  will  restore  tl^  distressed 
princess,  her  husband  and  royal  issue,  to  that 
inheritance  which  b  now  possessed  by  the 
usurping  sword  of  their  enemies:  whereof  we 
arc  the  more  confident,  because  that  country 
was  heretofore  a  sanctuary  in  our  distress, 
when  religion  was  here  persecuted.  Cato  was 
wont  to  say, '  hoc  sentio^  &  Carthago  destruenda 
est :'  but  I  say,  *  hoc  seotio,  &  Palatinatus  re- 
cuperandus  est.* — ^The  question  was  put  to  a 
Lacedemonian,  Why  their  city  wanted  walls? 
who  answered,  *  Concord  was  their  walls.* .  Your 
maj.  under  God,  is  a  sole  and  entire  monarchy 
whose  walls  are  the  Ocean  vrithout,  and  fortified 
within  witli  a  wall  of  brass,  the  bond  of  unitv 
and  religion ;  and  happy  is  that  place,  of  which 
it  may  ha  sai^,  as  of  Jerusalem,  <  It  is  a  city  at 
unity  within  itself.*  Neither  is  your  govern- 
ment confined  within  the  limits  of  this  kingdom, 
but  extends  itself  to  Ireland ;  where  your  maj  .'s 
care  and  pains,  in  our  late  employment,  save 
divers  (jrovident  directions  for  tne  setting  rorth 
of  religion,  the  reforming  of  courts  of  justice, 
and  the  inflicting  punishment  on  the  disturbers 
of  the  public  peace,.  And  I  am  ocularis  testis, 
that  you  have  made  these  ample  endowments 
of  churches  out  of  your  own  excheated  revenue, 
as  will  b^  to  your  honour  in  all  posterity.* 
But  my  desire  is,  as  well  in  the  beginning,  as  in 
all  other  our  proceedings,  our  words  may  be 
*  vera,  pauca,  &  ponderosa.* — ^Therefore  with 
your  gracious  favour,  accordingly  to  ancient 
precedents,  we  are  humble  suitors,  that  yon 
would  be  pleased  to  allow  our  ancient  Privi- 
leges ;t  and  that,  for  our  better  attendance, 
our  persons,  goods,  and  necessary  attendance, 
may  he  free  from  arrests ;  and  that  we  may  have 
Liberty  of  free  Speech,  not  doubting  but  we 


♦  Sir  Tho.  Crewe  was  one  of  the  members 
who  distinguished  themselves  against  the  Span- 
ish Match,  and  iu  favour  of  the  Commons  Pro- 
testation, in  the  last  pari. ;  and  was  thereupon 
sent  into  Ireland  upon  a  commission.  See  p. 
1375.  See  also  his  speech,  in  the  debate  re- 
lating to  the  Privileges  of  the  House  of  CoA* 
mons,  in  the  last  parliatneot,  p.  135t» 

4T 
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tiic  other;  so  that  you  do,  *  cito  obstetricare* 
play  the  good  midwife  in  their  birth.— 4thly- 
For  the  abortives  of  the  late  assembly,  which 
you  call  Parliament-Nullities;  *  quem  aoimuft 
meminissc  horret.'  A  strange  chimera,  such 
as  I  never  read  of,  but  in  the  articles  of  the 
new  croed,  *  credo  fecclesiam  Romanam  Ca- 
tholicam.'  Parliaments  naturally  be^t  entities. 
God  and  the  king  arc  averse  to  nullities.  Th« 
first  pari,  was  the  three  persons  consulting  to- 
gether, *  faciaraus  hominem.'  God  is  a  naaker 
and  not  a  destroyer.  Every  consultation  is  for 
some  good.  Others  may  commend  former  laws. 
You  have  kept  the  best  law  till  now.  In  my 
opinion,  *  lex  oblivionis'  is  the  best:  let  the 
memory  of  those  abortions  be  buried  in  the 
river  Ixthe,  never  to  rise  again. — I  will  put 
you  in  mind  of  a  story,  which  Tully  relates  out 
of  Thucydides.  The  Thehans  having  overcome 
the  Lacedemonians,  in  memory  thereof  etected 
a  brazen  trophy.  A  complaint  was  made  be- 
fore the  common  council  of  the  Amphictions, 
that,  by  that  trophy,  the  memory  of  th^  dis^ 
cord  was  made  eternal.  Their  judgment  was, 
that  it  should  be  demolished,  because  it  was 
not  fitting  that  any  record  should  be  of  discord 
between  Greek  and  Greek.  I  leave  the  appli- 
catiori. — 5thly.  For  the  Common  Law,  in  ge- 
nei*al,  it  is  of  a  convenient  disposition,  and  fit 
for  the  climate ;  so  far  approved  by  his  maj. 
that  he  would  never  allow  any  project  which 
was  not  justifiable  by  common  law. — 6thly^ 


11  confine  Ourselves  within  the  limits  of  duty, 
d  because  this  great  business  may  give  us 
^asion  often  to  resort  to  your  maj.  that  upon 
r  public  suit,  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  us 
jr  own  fit  time  of  access ;  and  that  all  our 
ions  may  have  a  bcuign  interpretation,  and 
;ood  acceptation  and  opinion. — Lastly,  That 
nay  not  only  be  a  Speaker,  but  an  humble 
tor,  protestmg  by  the  great  God,  by  whom 
igs  do  reign,  that  whatsover  I  have  said,  hath 
:>ceeded  from  a  loyal  heart ;  I  therefore  de- 
e  that  I  may  be  cQvered  with  the  vail  of  your 
icious  construction,  or  acquitted  by  your  gra- 
)us  pardon.*' 

The  Lord  Keeper's  Amwer  to  the  Speaker^s 
eechJ]  The  Speaker  having  finished  his  ha- 
nguCj  the  Lord  Keeper  first  conferred  with 
e  king,  and  then  answered  as  follows : 
"  Mr.  Speaker;  his  maj.  hath  heard  your 
eech  with  no  more  patience  than  appro- 
tion;  and  as  you  have  not  cast  it  out 
to  any  general  parts,  no  more  will  I :  it  is 
ty  to  pull  down  a  frame  which  cannot  be  set 
» in  so  excellent  a  ibrm  agaiu.  A  mathema- 
'ian  writes.  That  nothing  can  be  so  round, 
It  that  points  and  stops  may  be  found  there- 
;  so  I  may  observe,  m  your  round  and  vo- 
ble  speech,  these  distinct  parts  and  articles. 
You  spoke  something  of  yourself,  something 
the  king,  and  sometningof  the  acts  of  pari, 
lich  arc  ot^  two  natures,  sonic  striving  for 

(3,  others  dropping  into  their  grax'es:  some- j  ^vas  noi  jusuaaoie  uy  cuuiiuuu  liiw.-^-utuij^ 
in^  of  Common  Law  in  general:  something  \  For  the  ordinary  Supply  of  Princes  by  pari. 
r  the  ordinary  Supply  of  princes :  somewhat  (subsidies  are  most  comfortable  to  the  king  and 
Benevolence  :  somewhat  of  the  iocrc'ase  of  f  favourable  to  the  subjects;  because  they  issue 


Religion :  somewhat  of  regaining  that 
^ich  is  lost  to  our  enemies :  somewhat  of  pre- 
rving  our  awn  :  and  somewhat  of  the  rcfor- 
ntioii  o(  Ireland.  These  were  your  mate- 
\ls';  the  formals  \vere  three.  1.  Privileges 
jni  Arrcbls.  2.  Freedom  of  Speech  in  your 
msc.  And,  3.  a  good  interpretation  of  all 
liCu  vou  have  left  the  house. — I  shall;  from 
s  mnj.  give  Answer  to  them  all,  and  shall 
ucecd  step  by  step  :  1st.  For  yourself,  mr. 
)eaker :  his  maj.  hath  not  only  stretched  out 
s  sceptre  with  Ahasuorus,  but  lifted  up  his 
►ice,  *  qiix  est  pctitio  tua  &  dahitur  tibi  ;*  he 
ith  granted  all  your  Petiiious,  and  doth  assure 
►u  by  me,  of  his  especial  favour:  2ndly.  For 
e  king ;  ^^'C  cannot  deny  God's  blessing  of  us, 
id  our  blessing  of  Gwd  for  his  royal  descent ; 
s  pcaccahle  access  to  the  crown;  his  mira- 
ilous  preservation  in  this  place ;  and  our  com- 
rtable  hope  of  the  future.  All  these  *  ibunt 
sxcula  saeculorum :' — 8dlyi  For  those  laws, 
r  settling  of  possession,  that  were  enacted 
I  Hen.  8.  which  you  call  *  Parliamentum 
ictum;*  and  those  laws  of  Charity,  made  in 
e  39tli  of  the  late  queen,  which  you  call 


firom  the  heart,  and  are  brought  in  by  the 
hands  of  the  people.  Benevolence  is  but  ao  an- 
chor, and  a  help  at  a  dead  Hh ;  because  parli- 
aments arc  a  great  body  and  of  a  slow  motion. 
The  king  was  averse  to  that  way,  and  had 
never  assented*  thereunto;  but  compelled  by 
an  intolerable  provocation  without,  and  invi- 
tation at  home ;  and  it  was  bestowed  on  that 
inimitable  paragon,  once  of  majesty,  but  now 
of  patience;*  that  no  man,  without  malevo- 
lence, can  find  fault  with  that  Bencvolehce. — -. 
rthly.  In  the  next  place  his  iliaj.  returned 
thanks  to  you  for  your  care  of  Religion.  Your 
house  was'antiently  a  Chapel ;  and  it  still  may 
be  said,  *  non  domus  est,  sed  templum;'  so 
many  men  as  ye  are,  so  many  churchmen.  Hi« 
maj.  gives  fiill  assurance,  that  he  esteems  no 
estate  nor  dignity  like  to  that  inestimable  jewel 
of  Religion ;  m\i  if  any  scandal  hath  been,  it 
hath  been  taken,  not  given  cause  for:  and  he 
wisheth  with  Alphonsus,  the  great  king  of  Ar- 
ragon,  That  all  his  subjects  were  kings,  that 
then  they  might  understand  and  be  satisfied. 
He  never  spared  the  execution  of  any  law,  but 
for  a  greater  law,  *  salus  reipublice  ;*  all  the 


'arliamentum  piuin  ;*  and  those  statutes  of  j  rest  are  *  fines  siib  fine.'    Our  observation  of 
ace,  which  were  provided  in  the  last  conven-    any  law  is  not  for  the  written  law,  but  for  the 


Ml,  (wbich  his  maj.  would  .have  made  '  Par- 
jQcntum  gratiosum')  and  the  Pardon,  which 
W  make  this  *  Parliamentum  munifidumj'  his 
ij,  will  take  such  fit  and  convenient  courses. 
uiAv  preserve  lite  in  the  one,  and  give  lite  to 


commonwealth.     All  the  laws  arc  yet  in  force ; 
no  connivance  but  for  the  propagation  of  true 

•  The  prince  Palatine,  sometime  king  of 
Bohemia. 
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religion.    '  What  knowest  thou,  O  man !  whe- 
ther the  believiog  husband  inav  save  the  un^ 
belie\iug  wife?'   You  have   heard  his  maj.'s 
ttiDiiJc  touchine  a  skilful  horseman;  which,  in 
Zachariah,  is  God*s  simile.     Kings  are  like  ri- 
ders,  the  comuionwealch  is  the   horse,  and 
the  law  is  the  bridle;   which  must  be  held 
always  wiU^  a  sure  hand,   not  always  with 
^  hard  hand :  but,  *  aliquando  remittit  fcfH-e 
equcs   non  ^mittit  Wbenas.*    Yet,   if  Hagar 
grow   insolent,   *  cast  out   the  l^ondrwoman 
*nd  her  son,'  his  maj/s  resolutiqn  is,  *  That 
the  son  of  the  bond-worn^  ^ali  never  inherit 
With  the  son  o£  the  free/    His  royal  n^j,  h^th 
given  leave  to  lis,  that  are  his  chaplains,  to  put 
him  in  mind  of  this,  God  is  ever  careful  of 
kings,  and  kings  cannot  be  too  careful  of  him. 
^^ — His  maj.  giveth  you  thanks  for  your  just  feel- 
ing an^  relenting  at  the  usurpation  of  that 
sweet  priucess  from  her  jointure,  and  expelling 
her  olive  branches  from  their  inheritance.    A 
^od  Icause  makes  good  soldiers.    *  Auoliit 
vires  miUtis  causa.'    It  is  impossible,  by  ami* 
cable  means,  to  recover  the  Palatinate ;  there- 
fore you  do  well  to  sort  Cato's  *  Carthago 
^▼ertenda,'  with  '  Palatinatus  deglutinanda;'  it 
ought  to  be  unglued  again,  aud  puUed  out  of 
^he  clutches  of  those  enemies,  who,  by  force 
«nd  cunning  treaties,  usurp  the  same*.     The 
king  knows,  and  we  know,  and  w6uld  have 
all  the  world  know,  the  care  lie  hath  taken  in 
/  this  business;  *  Patrias  depreheudere  curas.* — 
In  the  next  place,  you  observe  very  well  the 
wooden  walls  of  this  kinjrdom,  the  Navy  being 
Lis  maj.'s  snecial  care ;  and  a^  the  carver,  who 
bei|utifie4  Diana's  temple,  though  it  was  at  the 
costs. of  other  men,  yet  was  allowed,  in  divers 
places,  to  stamp  his  own  name ;  so  it  cannot 
be  denied  but  that  noble  lord,  who  has  now 
jpent  7  years  study,  and  is  become  a  master 
in  that  art,  may  grave  his  name  upon   his 
works,  yet  a  fittibg  distance  from  his  master's. 
— lasdy;  for  the  Reformation  of  Ireland.    As 
I'liny  sauJ  of  Tnyun,  that  his  car6  extended 
DOt  to  Italy  alone ;  he  hath  not  only  shewed 
his  beams  upon  tliis,  but  upon  other  countries. 
His  maj.  shines  upon  them  by  his  good  laws ; 
^nd  though  that  kingdom  adds  little  to  his 
(jrpwn,  }t  adds  much  to  his  glory. — And  now, 
lar.  Speaker,  what  liberties.  Privileges,  and 
Access  were  ever  yielded  to  any  of  your  pre- 
Qece^ors,  his. ma},  now  granteth  full^  and 
freely,  without  the  least  jealousy  or  dmiinu- 
uon.    I  will  only  add,  out  of  Valerius  Maxi- 
laus,  *  quid  Cato  sine  libertate  ?'  quid  libertas 
sine  Cabone  ?  What  is  wisdom  without  liberty 
to  shew  it  I  And  what  is  liberty  without  wis- 
(|om  to  use  it." 

The  Ifird^  desire  a  Co^/^rcnce  concerning 
tJie  Spanish  Match,  and  the  Palatinate.']  After 
'  this  harangue  was  ended,  the  house  was  ad^ 
joumcd  to  the  23rd  of.Feb.  On  which  day, 
^ter  the  house  was  called,  and  several  proxies 
^loitted,  the  Lords  took  into  consideration 
the  Great  Busraess  for  which  his  maj.  had  sum- 
ippned  this  pari,  and  which  he  had  unparted  to 
tjiem  ia.  ^  house.    Their  lord^ihips  agreed  to 


desire  a  Conference  with  the  Commons,  for  the 
expediting  thereof,  by  the  following  Message : — 
^*  vVhereas  his  ma),  iu  his  6pcecu,  had  siiid^ 
'  That  he  designed  the  Prince  and  the  duka 
of  Buckingham  to  signify  to  both  houses  thc^ 
Particulars  of  the  last  great  Negotiation,  and 
his  secretaries  to  shew  the  Letters  and  Papers 
concerning  the  same.'  Their  jonlships  l\eing 
desirous  to  expedite  this  Great  liUbiuchs,  and 
hold  fair  correspondency  with  them,  du  pray, 
if  their  occ^ons  so  pennit,  a  Cout'crence  to  be 
h^d  between  boith  houscSji  in  the  Pamtcd 
Chamber,  to-morrow,  at  2  i^  the  afternoon, 
Aact  if,  upon  doubt  of  ^ny  of  the  parti<?ular$ 
tlien  related,  any  of  them  niQve  any  questions, 
they  shall  be  fully  ai;d  clcar\y  satisfied  tisercin.'' 
This  Message  being  sent,  the  hcvise  highly 
approved  of  the  Prinpc'a  own  offijr  tp  assist  ih^ 
duke  in  his  Relation  to.  both  ho^sys ;  and  alsq 
that  the  secretaries  should  a^tt^nd,  with  thcif 
Papers,  and  produce  them  as  t^c  Nari^a.tiou 
shall  require.  Ansicer  to  the  Message,  *' That 
the  Commons  returned  to  tlieir  lordships  hearty 
thinks  for  the  good  correspondency  they  desire 
to  hold  witli  them :  they  cfo  most  willingly  em- 
brace the meeting,.as  is  desired,  and  willattcnd 
their  lordships  at  ttie  tiuie  and  place  appointcd^*^ 
Feb.  24.  On  a  motion  of  tho  Prince,  another 
Message  was  sent  to  the  Commons,  importing, 
lliat  the  Painted  Ch:unber  being  appointed 
for  the  intended  Conference  that  afternoon, 
their  lordships  now  debire  that  the  said  meeting 
mi^ht  be  in  the  hall,  at  Wlutchull;  diat  room 
hemg  better  accommodated  for  ease  f^nd  hear- 
ing. Also  to  acquaint  them  with  his  highuc^s's 
resolution  to  assist  the  duke  in  his  Narratioiv 
The  Commons  readily  assented  to  the  first,  and 
declared  themselves  much  satisfied  with  thci^ 
Prince's  design^ 

The  Jjord  Keepers  JRcport  of  the  duk^ 
of  Buckingham's  Negotiations  in  Spain, ]'^ 
Feb.  25.  The  now  Duke  of  Buckinghamj^ 
seven  earls,  one  viscount,  and  three  barons, 
were  inti*oduced  into  the  house  of  lords,  to 
their  several  places,  with  the  usual  ceremonies. 
On  the  Prince's  motion,  the  Report  which  wa* 
to  be  made  this  day,  by  the  lord  keeper,  of  the 
duke's  Narration  of  yesterday,  «as  deferred 
to  the  27th.  At  which  time  the  hurd  Keepci; 
removed  from  the  wool-sack  to  his  plage  oa 
the  earls  bench,  in  order  to  make  his  Report  j 
the  said  Narration  having  been  made  to  a 
conunittee,  and  not  to  the  house.  T^iis  Rcn 
port,  which  from  its  great  length,  would  oc« 
cupy  too  great  a  space  in  this  work  will  be  found 
in  vol  3  of  the  Lords  Journals,  p.  220,  The  follow^ 
ing  are  die  heads  of  the  said  Narration.  "  The 
Lord  Keeper  reported  to  their  lordships, '  That 
the  duke  of  Buckingham  began  with  a  thrce-i 
fold  Preface:  the  1st  concerning  himself.  Thq 
2nd  concerning  the  Prince's  Highness.  And 
the  drd  concerning  the  subject  whereof  h^ 
was  to  treat.  As  touching  the  1st  he  cravec^ 
pardon  of  both  houses,  if,  in  the  discharge  o\ 
this  great  burden,  which  his  ma),  had  imposc(| 
on  him,  he  did  not  proceed  in  that  order  av4 
methQd|(whichleftiQ  the  memory  a  suf  c  dint  aii4 
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and  when  the  two  hoases  have  agreed  thereon» 
then  to  deliver  the  same  jointly  to  his  maj."  Af- 
ter which  a  long  debate  arose,  what  to  propose 
to  the  Commons ;  and,  at  last  i^  was  resolved. 
That  there  was  no  necessity  to  treat  of  the 
Match  and  the  Palatinate  together.  AlsOj  their 
lordships  were  of  opinion,  That  his  maj.  rely 
not  upon  any  forther  Treaties;  Except  they 
shall  hear  from  the  Commons  better  reasons 
for  it  at  the  conference.  And  a  conunittee  was 
appointed,  of  which  the  duke  was  the  chief,  to 
search  for  precedents  of  former  treaties  and 
Supplies  to  the  king  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
Alio,  the  king's  servants  were  to  bring  them  att 
such  Papers  and  Dispatches,  out  of  Spain,  as 
they  should  require. 

March  1.  The  Lords  were  put  in  miad  of 
their  last  Message  to  the  Commons,  touching 
the  duke  of  Buckingham;  and  they  thought 
good  to  explain  tiieitaselves,  by  another  mes- 
siCge,  OB  their  resolution  to  give  the  king  satts^ 
faction  that  the  duke  is  cleared  and  acquitted, 
by  them,  of  that  which  the  Spanish  embassador 
complained  of.  Therefore,  a  Messa^  was  sent 
to  the  lower  bouse,  to  express  their  lordships 
doubt  thkt  their  meaning  was  not  fuHy  under- 
stood ;  for  that  they  do  think  it  most  proper, 
as  the  Narration  was  made  to  both  houses,  so 
both  to  join,  if  they  so  please,  in  their  justifi* 
cation  of  it  to  his  maj. — ^After  some  time,  the 
Commons  sent  an  Answer  to  the  Message,  That 
they  were  desirous  to  confer  with  their  lord- 
ships about  it,  by  a  committee  of  both  houses. 
The  lords  appointed  the  Painted  Chamber,  and 
tlie  thne  to  be  presently.  Accordingly  the 
same  day,  the  abp.  of  Canterbury  made  the 
following  Report  of  this  Conference  to  the 
whole  house. 

"  That  they  had  conferred  with  the  Com- 
mons, about  this  Complaint  of  the  Spanish 
ambassador  against  the  clnke  for  his  Narration, 
and  that  the  Commons  were  so  much  of  one 
mind  with  them,  as  if  both  houses  were  twins. 
That  they  highly  approved  of  what  the  duke 
had  done ;  and  that  he  delivered  nothing  in  Ins 
said  Narration,  but  what  he  was  led  unto  by  the 
matter  itself;  wherein  bis  grace  was  so  far 
fiponi  transgressing,  that  he  deserved  thanks  and 
honour :  That  they  were  desirous  to  join "  with 
their  lordships,  by  a  committee  of  their  whole 
house,  to  signify  as  much  unto  his  maj.  And 
added,  how  sensible  they  were  that  any  un- 
worthy person  should  relate  their  secrets  abroad, 
and  desired  that,  whoever  it  was,  he  mi^t  be 
discovered,  if  possible.'^ 

Tn  the  further  proceedings  of  thb  dajr,  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  put  the  lords  in  mind  of 
,  the  Grand  Afiair ;  and  that  a  speedy  resolutioii 
was  very  necessary  in  it,  because  time  was  pre- 


h  the  business  required;  and 
consider  how  unusual  it  was  for 

0  great  and  judicious  an  audi- 
ng  the  2nd  he  did  acknowledge, 
ly  ^reat  ones,  this  was  none  of 

his  maj.  had  laid  upon  him, 
his  time  under  the  wmgs  and 
3  Prince  his  highness;  without 

assistance,  he  was  as  unable 
If  in  the  parts  of  the  relation, 
le  passages  of  the  negotiation. 

noted  nis  misfortune  to  fall 
f  such  a  nature  as  shall  afford 
he  relator,  of  what  affection  or 
;r  he  be;  for  if  he  be  well  af- 
,  and  shall  speak  the  truth,  he 
J  or  wrong  his  modesty ;  if  othcr- 
e-hearted  Englislimcn  must  be 
se)  he  is  sure,  by  laying,  out  all 
je  colours,  to  be  taxed  of  malice 
*rever,  the  business  being  of  the 
ince  that  Christendom  has  af- 
iiy  years ;  and  that  advice  which 
vas  to  give  his  maj.  being  to  be 

upon  this  Relation,  he  would 
J  open  so  much  as  might  per- 
th  houses  in  the  present  busi- 

1  spare,  for  all  that,  (as  fifir  as 
;he  Relation  would  give  him 

upon  the  ministers  employed 
the  other  king. — And  this  was 
(  grace's  Preface. — In  the  Nar- 
grace  used  indeed  a  close,  but 
I  perfect  method :  a  Man  might 
6  distinct  and  several  parts.     1. 

the  Prince's  Journey  to  Spain. 
)f  Marringe,'set  a  foot  in  Spain, 
y  iuelf.    3.  The  Treaty  of  the 

Restitution  united  together 
lubordination.  4.  The  Prince's 
pain.  5.  His  majesty's  subse- 
i£58  in  both  the  Treaties  since 
The  stating  tlie  Question,  super 
I.  And  tli^rein  both  the  hous- 
'  to  his  maj.  their  humble  ad- 
el.  Of  these  parts  his  grace 
nctly  and  orderly."    The  Lord 

concluded  lib  Report,  their 
ned,  ad  libitum,  to  debate  what 
ise  the  king  to  do  in  this  busi- 
?cau8e  his  maj.  had  required 
ndvice  of  both  houses,  they 
fit  to  proceed  further  in  it  at 
to  have  a  Conference  with  the 

to  consider^  first.  What  to 
1  at  their  next  meeting. 
?  aflfairwas  again  resumed  relat- 
h  with  Spain  and. the  Recovery 
te;  and  though  the  lords  gene- 
hat  they  cannotad  vise  about  one 
cr ;  and,  abo,  that  they  had  so 
mselves  here,  that  it  is  not  safb 
continue  the  Treaty  on  either, 

Restitution  of  the  Palatinate, 
sans-than  the  sword ;  yet,  their 
1  think  it  not  fit  to  deliver  their 
It  fine  te  consote  theCoBunons ; 


tskeaview 


cioos,  which  the  enerov  would  not  pretermit; 
and,  if  they  should  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
spring,  it  would  be  Irrecoverable:  therefore 
his  grace  moved  thehonse.  That  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  inspect  into  the  Stores 
of  Munition,  iemd  to  make  such  Promibo  for  a 
Supply  thereof  as  they  should  think  fit.  A<y 
coidsog^j,  ncommHtee  wasihtti  appoiot^^  t^ 
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io  tliis  realm ;  ,aDd  to  the  apparent  diminutioa 
of  his  tni^/s  sovereignty,  by  estabUsbing  a  ue^ 
cessarr  dependance  for  protection  upon  a  fo- 
reign king  and  state;  and  to  the  great  deroga* 
tion  of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom;  and,  lastly, 
to  the  grief  and  discouragement  of  all  bis  m.ij/i 
well-a&cted  subjects,  from  whose  general  dis* 
content  they  expected,  as  well  appeareth,  a 
consequence  of  no  small  misclikf.  11.  Ic  is 
observed,  That  during  the  continuance  o(  this 
Treaty,  and  liy  reason  of  the  same,  tiie  popish 
faction  have  exceedingly  increased  in  this  realm 
both  in  multitude  and  boldness;  and  whereas 
heretofore,  they  have  been  divided  amongst 
themselves  into  the  party  of  Jesuits  depending 
upon  Spain,  and  the  secular  Priesu ;  oihenvise 
they  are  generally,  now,  strongly  uniied  toge- 
^er,  depending  no  less  upon  Spain  for  tempo* 
ral  respects,  than  from  Rome  for  spiritual; 
which,  considering  the  house  of  Spain  hath 
been  always  a  capital  enemy  to  our  religion,  to 
encrease  their  own  •mreatness,  by  extirpating 
the  protestant  party  m  all  places  where  they 
can  prevail,  cannot  but  be  of  moat  dangerous 
consequence  to  the  safety  of  the  king  and  this 
realm,  unless  remedy  be  provided  with  speed 
for  abating  that  party  here  at  home;  which 
cannot  be  during  the  time  these  Treaties  are 
on  foot.  III.  It  is  observed,  that,  by  advantage 
of  thc»e  Treaties,  and  tliereby  keeping  his  maj. 
in  hope  of  general  peace,  they  have  contrarily, 
under  pretence  of  assisting  the  emperor,  op- 
pressed by  the  protestant  party  in  most  part  of 
Christendom,  being  the  ancient  allies  and  con- 
fcrates  of  this  crown,  to  the  endangering  not 
only  of  the  whole  state  of  the  reformed  religion, 
but  also  against  the  common  safety  of  all  Hie 
professors  of  the  same.  IV.  During  tlie  time  of 
these  Treaties  of  Love  with  his  maj.  they  have, 
with  all  kind  of  hostility,  set  upon  hismiy.'s  son- 
in-law,  the  husband  of  his  only  and  most  royal 
daughter ;  invaded  his  towns  and  territories  in 
all  places;  and,  in  fine,  disinherited- him,  with 
all  that  royal  oSipnng,  of  all  his  ancient  patri- 
monial honours  and  possessions ;  to  the  great 
dishonour  of  his  maj.  and  the  extreme  grief  of 
all  his  well-afiected  subjects;  and  now  also,  at 
the  last,  when  they  should  have  come  to  make 
good  the  hope  of  restitution,  they  have  laid  nevr 
grounds  for  endless  delays,  and  turned  pre- 
tended difficulties  into  apparent  impossibilities; 
not  forbearing  also  to  annex,  as  a  condition  to 
the  weak  hope  of  their  uncertain  and  imper- 
fect restitution,  thilt  the  eldest  son  Of  the  count 
Palatine  shoi^  be  broaght  up  in  the  emperor's 
court:  so  restless  are  their  desires  to  work  th^ 
overthrow  of  our  religion  by  all  possible  devi- 
ces. Lastly,  It  is  too  appitr«nt  how  many  years, 
from  time  to  time,  they  have  deluded  and' 
abused  his  maj.  with  their  Treaties;  bow  small 
respect  they  hacve  shewed  to  the  Prince's  great- 
ness and  worth ;  what  indignity  they  have  ofow 
ed,  again  and  again,  to  his  highness,  by  impor- 
toning  him,  upon  all  advantages,  to  forsake  his 
religioii ;  eoocrmrr  to  the  custom  of  all  princes, 
and  contrary  te  the  ancient  laws  of  honour  and 
hospitality ;  wftie  fttgbt  t»  have  been  used  there 


take  aview  of  the  magazines,  stores,  armsi,  and 
ttiunition  ;  to  consider  about  the  transporta- 
tioB  of  ordnance ;  of  the  ports  of  the  hind,  and 
weakness  thereof;  of  Irdand  and  of  all  other 
things  incident  to  these ;  to  present  ^tlieir  opi- 
nions to  the  house  of  what  defects  tjiey  find, 
suk)  the  means  to  redress  the  same. 

March  9.  The  Attorney  General  read  a  Let- 
ter to  die  Kins  from  the  lord  Digby,  afterwards 
earl  of  Bristol,  dated  Madrid,  Jan.  3.  After 
bearing  the  contents  of  this  Letter,  the  Lords 
began  to  deliberate  on  what  should  be  delivered 
to  the  Commons,  at  a  conference  that  after- 
noon, concerning  the  Grand  Affidr.  And  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  lord-keeper  should  begin 
with  an  Induction,  out  of  the  duke's  Narration ; 
and  tl^n  acquaint  the  Commons,  That  the 
opinio^  of  their  house  was  to  advise  the  king, 
'  super  totam  materiam,'  <  That  his  miy .  cannot, 
with  the  safety  of  his  own  honour,  or  conveni- 
ency  of  religion  and  the  state,  proceed  any  fur- 
rier for  the  Treaty  of  the  Prince's  Match,  nor 
rely  any  longer  on  that  for  the  Recovery  of  the 
Palattnate.'— It  was  also  agreed,  that  the  lord- 
keeper  should  deliver  unto  the  Commons,  by ' 
way  of  supplement,  first,  concerning  the  Treaty 
of  Marriage,  That  it  appeared,  by  the  eari  of 
Bristol's  Dispatch,  of  Nov.  3, 1624,  that  the 
first  motion  of  it  came  firom  Spain,  viz.  from 
tbe  duke  of  Lerma  into  England.  2.  Con- 
ceminc  the  Treaty  of  Restitution,  That  the 
king  of  Spain  had  promised  assistance,  by  arms, 
n  case  a  mediation  should  not  prevail;  though 
BOW  he  denied  it  again.  This  appeared  out  of 
another  dispatch  from  the  eari  ot  Bristol.  3. 
Concerning  an  heroic  saying  of  the  Prince; 
*  That  when  it  was  noised  be  should  be  detained 
a  prisoner  in  Spain,  he  sent  word  by  Grymcs 
to  the  king,  Tnat  in  case  news  should  come 
hither  of  his  detention,  his  maj.  would  think  no 
more  on  him  as  a  son ;  but  reflect  all  bis  royal 
thoughts  on  his  sister,  and  rhe  wellfare  of  his 
owit  estates  and  kingdoms.' 

The  CommorW  RMtoiafor  a^eeing  with  the 
Lordt  therein,]  March  5.  The  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  made  a  Report,  briefly,  of  what 
had  passed  at  the  Conference  and  delivered 
ia  the  Reasons,  in  writing,  from  the  Commons 
•is.; 

'^  Jteasons  conceived  by  the  House  of  Com- 
noons  to  fortify  their  Resolution  to  advise 
his  majesty  to  proceed  no  further  in  the 
Treaties  with  Spain : 

V'  I.  It  is  observed.  That  the  state  of  Spain, 
ptit  content  with  their  ordinary  provisions  for 
the  exercise  of  the  Roman  religion  by  theln- 
fonta  and  her  f^ily,  which  odier  princes,  in 
like  case,  woulp  have  demanded,  and  winch 
his  maj.  with  great  reason,  might  at  the  begin- 
nbigofthisTrea^,  have  conceived  the?  would 
hare  been  contented  with,  have,  wioi  great 
vehenency,  upon'  the  advantage  pf  having  the 
prince's  person  in  their  possession,  pressed  a 
general  connivance  for  his  «Di|i.<s  subjects  of 
the  Roman  reHdQn,  to  the  great  dnhoaour 
i9fAhii%hty  GcK^imhtSMcentfitfl^seiviee 
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with  prittcelj  freedom,  and  prtssod  to  fiothing 
to  wliich  he  was  ili-difiposed ;  considering  withal, 
wkh  what  contidencc,  heing  so  great  a  Prince, 
ke  bail  put  himself  within  their  power ;  although 
it  pleased  God  so  to  guide  and  fortify  his 
princely  heart,  that  he  constantly  withstood  all 
their  attempts  and  machinations,  to  his  own  im- 
mortal honour,  and  the  unsprakahlc  comfort  of 
ail  good  people  of  his  father^s  kingdom  ;  where- 
vnto  may  be  added  the  intinite  disadvunta^e- 
ousness  and  endless  delays  in  their  Treaties,  m- 
viting  still  to  new  treaties,  and  t4irmug  all  to  the 
advantage  of  their  own  particular  ends ;  being 
true  to  nothing  but  their  own  grounded  imax- 
ims,  with  which  neither  tlio  Match  nor  llesti- 
tution  of  the  Palatinate  can  possibly  consist, 
but  upon  such  terms  as  threaten  to  our  estate 
an  incurable  miscluef.  And,  for  a  further  ius* 
titicauonofthc  charge  of  iosia^rity  in  all  their 
proceedings,  these  particulars  ensuii^,  among 
many  others,  may  be  produced.  1.  In  that 
Treaty  concerning  Prince  Henry ;  after  many 
specious  motions  on  their  i>art,  it  was  folbwed 
with  disavowing  their  own  ambassadors,  and  a 
scornful  proposition  ta  the  king^for  that  Prince's 
altering  his  religion.  S.  lo  the  Treaty  of 
Brussels,  wherein  sir  H.  Weston  was  employed, 
he  found  nothing  but  dela^n  and  deceits ;  and, 
alter  divers  perei»ptory  comnmnds  from  Spain, 
for  hss  maj/s  satisraciion,tbey  wrought  nu  other 
eftect  than  the  Siege  and  taking  of  Ileidelbergh; 
so  that  he  was  forced  to  return  with  a  Protes- 
tation. 3.  When  baron  Bascott  came  thitlier 
to  continue  their  former  Treaty,  the  first  news 
we  heard  was,  the  translation  of  the  electorate 
to  the  duke  ot*  Bavaria;  of  which  both  the  hap- 
ron  and  don  Carlos  protested  igoorance,  and. 
that  the  king  of  Spain  would  let  the  world  see 
bow  much  he  resented  such  na  affront;  yet  it 
plainly  appeareth,  by  the  Letter  of  tlic  count 
d*01ivares,  given  to  the  Prince,  that  the  State 
of  Spain  both  had  intelligence  of  it  before,  and 
expected  it  to  be  effected  at  that  diet*  4. 
When  his  highness  was  in  Spain  the  count 
d'Oiivares  shewed  him  two  Letters,  by  which  it 
plainly  appeared,  that,  till  his  coming  thither, 
there  was  nothing  really  intended ;  wliich  they 
were  not  ashamed  directly  to  avow  to  the 
Prince  himself,  and  that  after  the  requital  of  so 
hazardous  a  journey,  and  such  an  extraordinary 
trust.  W  hen  aU  articles  were  again  concluded, 
they  found  a  new  shift,  by  a  Juncto  of  Divines, 
to  let  the  Priacecome  home  without  the  lady ; 
for  whose  person  his  highness  hud  chiefly  put 
himself  to  that  hazard.  Lastly,  When  upon  his 
highnesses  happy  return  hither,  we  hadjust  cause 
to  expect ,  the  utmost  they  would  do  in  restor- 
ing the  Pakuinate;  the  faithful  promise  of 
^ieh  was  the  only  cause  that  the  Prince  yield- 
ed to  that  Juncto  of  Divines  th(%  Desponsaiies 
being  prc^pently  to  follow ;  the  Bergstat  was  to 
be  delivered  to  tlie  elector  of  Meota,  being  won 
by  the  king,  of  Spain's  arms,  and  part  of  it  th^ii 
in  possession  of  his  own  ministers,  contrary  toi 
nn  eK press  Article  in  the  Treaty,  concluded 
l^v  6m  Carbs  and  the-  baron-  of  Bascott; 
wh«fpinU(.'WM.pficMic«kiriy.  pcQtMed  thaitfio* 


alteration  was  to  be  ipade  in  these  Treaties^ 
till  the  general  treaty  was  at  an  e^vd." — ^These 
Reasons  with  the  consequent  Advice  to  tbe 
king  annexed,  being  read,  tlie  Lords  approved 
of  them  bv  a  general  vote  of  the  house,  neat. 
diu, ;  and  a  onnmittee  of  the  lords  was  ap- 
pointed to  join  that  of  the  other  house,  in 
order  to  go  and  present  them  to  his  majesty. 

The  Addresi  of  both  Hou$e»  on  that  Ocauion,^ 
March  8.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  re- 
ported to  the  house.  That  on  the  6th  insu  the 
joint  committees  of  both  houses  waited  nti  his 
maj.  at  Theobald's ;  at  which  time  he  delivere<i 
himself  to  the  king  as  follows : 

**  May  it  please  your  Most  Excellent.  Ma-v 
jesty.  We  arc  come  unto  you,,  employed  from 
your  most  faithful  subjects  and  servants,  the 
Lords  aiHi  Commons  assembled  in  this  present 
pari.  And,  1st,  They  and  we  do  give  most* 
humble  and  hearty  thanl^  unto  Almightv  God  ^r 
that,  out  of  his  gracious  goodness,  he  hath  been 
pleased,  now  at  last,  to  dispel  the  clouds  andr 
mists,  which,  for  so  many  years,  have  dimmed^ 
the  eyes  of  a  great  part  of  Christendom,  in  th<| 
business  whereof  we  do  now  consult.  .  And^ 
3udly,  We  acknowledge  ourselves  most  bound 
unto  your  mi^. ;  that  you  have  been  pleased  to 
require  the  humble  Advice  of  us  your  obedient 
subjects,  in  a  case  so  important  as  this,  which 
hitherto  dependeth  between  your  m^j.  and  the 
king  of  Spam ;  which  we  jointly  oifer  from  both 
houses,  no  one  person  tliere  dissenting  or  dis- 
agreeing from  the  rest.  And  it  is  upon  mature- 
consideration,  and  weighing  many  particulars 
of  sundry  natures,  that,  finding  so  much  want 
of  sincerity  in  all  their  proceedings,  we, '  super 
totam  materiiim,'  present  tliis  our  humble  Ad- 
dress unto  your  w^. ;  that  the  Treaties,  botk 
for  the  Marriage  and  the  Palatinate,  cannot 
any  lon^r  be  continued  with  the  honour  of 
your  miy.  the  safety  of  your  people,  the  welfare 
of  your  children  and  posterity,  as  also  the  as- 
surance of  your  ancient  allies  and  t^nfcder-^ 
atcs.** 

lAe  Kifif^s  Ansn:a\\  To  tliis  speech  fron\ 
the  Archbishop,  the  King  returned  tlfi^  imm^ 
diate  Answer  s 

''  My  lords  and  gentlemen  all ;  I  l^ave  cause 
first  to  thank  God  with  all  my  heart  and  all  thfi 
faculties  (ii  my  mind,  that  my  speech,  Which  I 
delivered  in  parlJ  hath  taken  so  ^ood  effbct 
amongst  you ;  as  that,  with  an  unanimous  con* 
sent,  you  have  freely  and  speedily  given  me 
your  advice  in  this  great  business ;  for  wbich  I 
also  thank  you  all  as  heartily  as  I  can. — I  also 
give  my  particular  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  of 
Uic  Lower  House ;  for  that  I  heard,  when  some 
would  have  cast  jealousies  and  doubu  betweeii 
me  and  my  people,  tliey  presently  quelled  those; 
motions;  which  otherwise  m^;ht,  mdeed»l)ave 
hiiuiered  the  happy  agreement  I  hope  to  find; 
ia  tliis  parL  You  give  me  your.  Ad  vice  to  break' 
off  both  the  Treaties,  as  well  concerning  the* 
Match  as  the  Palatmate:  and  now  give  me 
leave,  as  an  old  king,  to  propoaud  my  doubts^ 
and  beceafker  to  give  you  my  Answer. — Krst» 
it  is  tcue^  ilnit  I,  winp  hftve.]^Qi>  aU  ^  <Wfk  - 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1580*]   PAUL.  HISTORY,  SIJamm  I.  IG^S.-^-on  thai  Oecandn.-^The  K'm^i  AntweP.   [1S(» 


of  ray  life,  a  peaceable  king;  and  have  had  the 
honour,  iu  ray  titles  and  impresses,  to  be  siled 
**  Rex  PacificuMf*  should  bo  lotli,  without  ne- 
cessity, to  embroil  myself  with  war ;  far  from 
my  nature  and  from  my  honour,  which  I  have 
had  at  home  and  abroad,  in  endeavouring 
to  avoid  the  effusion  of  Christian  blood ;  (^ 
which  too  much  bath  been  shed,  and  so  much 
against  my  heart :  I  say,  that  unless  it  be  upon 
soch  a  necessity,  that  I  may  call  it,  as  some 
said  merrily  of  women,  *  malum  necessarium,' 
I  should  be  loth  to  enter  into  i*.  And  I  must 
likewise  acquaint  vou,  that  I  have  had  no  small 
hope  )(iven  me  of  obtaining  better  conditions 
for  the  restitution  of  the  PiUatinate,  and  that 
even  since  the  sitting  down  of  the  pari.  But 
be  not  jeatous,  nor  tnink  me  such  a  king,  that 
would,  under  pretence  of  asking  your  Advice, 
put  a  scorn  upon*  you,  by  disdaining  and  re- 
jecting it :  for  you  remember,  that  in  my  first 
speech  onto  you,  for  proof  of  my  love  to  my 
people,  I  craved  your  Advice  in  Uiis  ^reat  and 
weighty  affair;  but  in  a  matter  of  this  weight, 
I  must  first  consider  how  this  course  may  agree 
with  my  conscience  and  honour;  and  next,  ac- 
cording to  the  parable  uttered  by  our  Saviour, 
after  1  have  resolved  of  the  necessity  and  just- 
ness of  the  cause,  to  consider  how  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  raise  forces  for  this  purpose. — As 
concerning  the  Case  of  my  Children,  f  am  now 
old ;  and,  as  Moses  saw  the  Land  of  Promise 
from  an  high  mountain,  though  he  had  not 
leave  to  set  his  foot  on  it ;  so  it  would  be  a 
great  comfort  to  me,  that  God  would  but  so 
long  prolong  my  days,  as  if  I  might  not  see  the 
Restitution,  yet  at  least  I  might  be  assured 
that  it  would  be ;  that  then  I  might,  with  old 
Simeon,  say,  '  nunc  dimittis  servum  tuum,  do- 
mine,  &c.'  Otherwise  it  would  be  a  great  grief 
unto  me,  and  I  should  die  with  a  heavy  and 
discomforted  heart.  I  have  often  said,  and 
particularly  in  the  last  pari,  and  I  shall  ever 
be  of  that  tnind,  That  as  I  am  not  ambitious 
of  otlier  men's  goods  or  lands,  so  I  desire  not 
to  enjoy  a  furrow  of  land  in  England,  Scotland, 
or  Ireland,  without  Restitution  of  the  Palati- 
nate :  and  in  this  mind  I  will  live  and  die. — 
But  let  me  acquaint  you  a  little  with  the  diffi- 
culties of  this  Case.  He  is  an  unhappy  man 
that  shall  advise  a  king  to  war;  and  it' is  an 
unhappy  thing  to  seek  that  by  blood,  which 
may  be  had  by  peace.  Besides,  I  think  your 
intentions  are  not  to  engage  me  in  war ;  but, 
withall,  you  will  consider  how  many  things  are 
requisite  tbereunto. — I  omit  to  speak  of  my 
own  Necessities,  they  are  too  well  known. 
Sure  I  am,  I  have  had  the  least  help  in  pari,  of 
any  king  that  ever  reigned  over  you  this  many 
years.  I  must  let  you  know  that  my  disabilities 
are  increased  by  the  Charge  of  my  son's  Jour- 
ney into  Spain ;  which  I  was  at  for  his  honour, 
tmd  the  honour  of  this  nation  :  by  sending  oi 
ambassadors,  by  maintaining  of  my  children, 
and  by  assisting'of  the  Palatinate,  I  have  in- 
curred a  great  Debt  to  the  king  of  Denmark, 
which  I  am  not  able  yet  to  pay. — ^The  Low 
Countries,  who,  in  regard  of  their  nearness,  J 


'  are  fittest  to  help  for  the  Recovery  of  the  P»» 
latinate,  are  at  so  low  an  ebb,  that,  if  I  assist 
them  not,  they  are  scarce  able  to  subsists  The 
Princes  of  Germany,  that  should  do  me  any 
good,  are  all  poor,  weak,  and  disheartened, 
and  do  expect  assistance  from  hence.  For  Ire- 
land, I  leave  it  to  you,  whether  that  be  not  a 
back-door  to  be  secured.  For  the  Navy,  I 
thank  God,  it  is  in  a  better  case  than  ever  it 
was,  yet  more  must  be  done ;  and,  before  it 
can  be  prepared  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  will  re- 
quire a  new  char;.e,  as  well  for  its  own  strength, 
as  for  the  securing  of  the  coasts. — My  children, 
I  vow  to  God,  eat  no  bread  but  by  my  means ; 
I  must  maintain  thein,  and  not  see  them  want. 
In  the  mean  time,  my  Customs  are  the  best 
part  of  my  revenues,  and,  in  effect,  the  sub- 
stance of  ail  I  have  to  live  on  ;  all  which  are 
fiuincd  out  upon  that  condition.  That  if  there 
be  a  war,  those  bargains  are  to  be  annulled ; 
which  will  enforce  a  great  defalcation. — Sub-» 
sidies  ask  a  great  time  to  bring  them  iu :  now, 
if  you  assist  me  that  way,  I  must  take  them  op 
before-hand  upon  credit ;  which  will  eat  up  a 
great  part  of  them.  This  being  my  case,  to 
enter  into  war,  without  sufficient  means  to 
support  it,  were  to  shew  nay  teeth,  and  do  no 
more.  In  the  mean  time,  i  heartily  thank  you 
for  your  advice,  and  will  seriously  think  upon 
it ;  as  I  pray  you  to  consider  of  those  other 
parts. — My  'f  reasurer,  to  whose  office  it  apper^ 
tains,  shall  more  at  large  inform  you  of  tliose 
things  that  concern  my  Estate.  Thus  freely 
do  I  open  my  heart  unto  you;' and,  having 
your  hearts,  I  cannot  want  your  helps ;  for  it 
IS  the  heart  that  openeth  the  purse,  not  the 
purse  the  heart.  I  will  deal  fttmkly  with  you ; 
shew  me  the  means  how  I  may  do  what  you 
would  have  poo,  and  if  I  take  a  resolution,  by 
your  advice,  to  enter  into  a  war,  then  your« 
selves,  by  your  own  deputies,  shall  have  the 
disposing  of  the  money;  I  will  not  meddle 
with  it,  but  you  shall  appoint  your  own  trea*^ 
surers.  I  say  not  this  with  a  purpose  to  invito 
you  to  open  your  purses,  and  '  then  to  slight 
YOU  so  much  as  not  to  follow  your  counsel, 
nor  engage  you  before  I  have  engaged  myself. 
Give  me  what  you  will  for  my  own  means ; 
but,  I  protest,  none  of  the  monies  which  you 
shall  give  for  those  uses,  shall  be  issued  but 
for  those  ends,  and  by  men  elected  by  your- 
selves. If,  upon  your  offer,  I  shall  find  the 
means  to  make  the  war  honourable  and  safe, 
and  that  I  resolve  to  embrace  your  advice ; 
then  I  promise  you,  on  the  word  of  a  king,  that 
although  war  and  peace  be  the  peculiar  prero- 
gatives of  kings,  yet,  as  I  have  advised  with 
you  in  the  Treaties  on  which  the  war  may  eu« 
sue,  so  I  will  not  treat  nor  accept  of  a  peace, 
without  first  actjuainting  you  with  it,  and  hear- 
ing your  advice;  and  therein  go  the  proper 
way  of  pari,  in  conferring  and  consulting  with 
you;  and,  haply,  the  conditions  of  peace  will 
be  the  better,  when  we  be  prepared  for  war, 
according  to  the  old  proverb,  that  *  weapons 
bode  peace* — Your  kind  carriage  jjives  me  much 
content;  and  that  cotuforts  me,  which  my  lord 
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of  Canterbury  said.  That  there  was  not  a  con- 
trary voice  amongst  you  all ;  like  the  70  Inter- 
fretcrs,  who  were  led  by  the  breath  of  God. — 
am  so  desirous  to  forget  all  rents  in  former 
poriiamentSy  that  it  shail  not  be  in  my  default, 
if  I  am  not  in  love  with  parliaments,  and  call 
them  of^en ;  and  I  desire  to  end  my  life  in  tliat 
intercourse  between  me  and  ray  people,  for 
the  makint  of  good  laws,  reforming  of  such 
abuses  as  I  cannot  be  well  informed  of  but  in 
parL  and  maintaining  the  good  government  of 
the  commonwealth.  Therefore  go  on  chear- 
/uUy,  and  advise  of  these  points^  and  my  reso- 
lution shall  tlien  be  declared." 

The  Lords  consider  the  State  of  the  Nation.] 
March  11.  The  Lords  took  into  consideration 
the  State  of  the  Nation;  which  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer* first  gave  an  Account  of  to  the  houses 
afterwards  a  message  was  agreed  upon  to 
be  sent  to  the  Commons,  to  this  purpose:'' 
'That,  according  to  bis  maj/s  command,  a  Re- 
lation of  his  Estate  had  been  made  by  the  lord 
treasurer  unto  them;  and  they  imagine  the 
like  hath  been  done  in  their  (u>use,  by  some 
members  of  it  there :  therefore,  as  this  is  like 
to  be  the  foundation  of  these  endeavours,  which 
mustiirst  arise  fromthem,  lest  some  doubts  should 
be  started  in  that  house,  as  there  had  b^n 
•mong  the  Lords,  (which  b^  all  means  they  do 
labour  to  avoid)  their  lordships  desire  a  meeting, 
with  all  convenient  speed:  where  the  Prince 
will  be  pleased,  in  his  own  person,  to  clear 
•ocb  doubts  as  have  arisen  in  this  business.'' 
This  was  agreed  to  by  the  Commons ;  the  place, 
to  bcL  the  Painted  Chamber;  the  time,  im- 
niediately. 

March  13.  Tlie  Lord  president  of  the  Coun- 
cil, (the  viscount  Mawdevile,)  reported  to  the 
lioOsewhat  passed  at  the  Conference,  yesterday, 
with  the  Commons.  He  said, '  **  That  his  royal 
lughness's speech  wasfraraM  upon  two  Doubts; 
one  started  in  that  house,  and  the  second  pro- 
posed by  himself;  and  that  he  used  an  heroic 
speech  at  the  last.  His  hif^hncss  told  them 
That  the  lord  treasurer  had  delivered  to  the  lords 
the  present  necessity  of  the  King's  estate.  And 
u  doubt  arising  amount  their  lordships,  what 
the  kiog^s  end  might  oe  in  this,  his  highness 
thought  fit  to  give  his  own  sense  thereof;  and, 
lest  the  like  doubt  misht  also  have  arisen 
amongst  them,  the  lords  had  commanded  him, 
us  his  highness  was  pleased  to  say,  to  declare 
thus  much  unto  them :  **  That  the  king  did  not 
intend,  by  that  Declaration,  that  we  should  pre- 
seittly  enter  into  consideration  of  relieving  the 
kifi^s  esute;  bbt,  to  let  us  see  and  toow, 
that  he  could  not^  of  himself,  and  upon  his 
estate,  maintain  the  war  that  might  ensue  upon 
oar  advice;  but  intended  tliat,  in  the  first  place, 
we  should  provide  for  the  defence  and  safety 

^Lionel  Cranfield,  earl  of  Middlesex,  who 
was  appointed  lord  treasurer  on  the  remoVal  of 
the  nscount  Mandeville  to  the  office  of  lord 
president:  But  how  this  Account  was  receiv- 
ed, and  the  consequences  thereof  to  himself^ 
will  appear  in  the  sequel 


of  the  kingdom;  and  when  we  had  resolved 
upon  that,  then  it  should  appear  a  thing  of  no 
great  difficulty  to  settle  the  kms's  estate  in  his 
own  due  time."    This  was  for  the  resolution  of 
the  first  Doubt — Another  Doubt  his  highness 
moved  of  himself.  That  it  might  be  some  m%fat 
fear  and  imagine,  that,  when  these  things  shall 
be  settled,  the  king  would  be  slow  to  call  os 
together  again.    For  this  his  highness  uiged 
them  to  caU  to  mind  the  latter  part  of  the  king's 
last  Answer,  ''  That  it  should  not  be  his  faolt 
if  he  was  ootjn  love  with  parliaments;  and 
that,  having  occasion  lately  to  send  unto  the 
king,  he  found  his  miy.  willing  to  call  us  oftcai 
to  meet  in  parliament,    fiut  3  things  his  high- 
ness wished  us  chiefly  to  consider:  1.  How  fitf 
this  business  was  gone  on  already.    S.  How  far 
the  year  was  run  on.    And,  3.  How  fiur  we 
have  exasperated  those  whom  we  may  conceive 
to  be  our  enemies.    Three  ^ood  Items.    There- 
fore it  was  fit  to  use  expedition^  and  so  to  pro- 
vide, that  we  might  not  only  shew  our  teeth, 
and  do  no  more ;  but  also  be  able  to  bite  when 
there  shall  be  cause.    One  thing  more  the 
Prince  added,  as  fi»llows :  but  this  he  told  them. 
tliey  must  take  as,si>oken  from  himself:  and 
certainly  it  was  pnncipe  dignum,  a  most  heroic 
speech ;  viz.     Gentlemen.    **  1  pray  von  think 
seriously  of  this  buuness;  take  it  to  heart  and 
consider  it.    First,  my  Father's  honour,  next 
mine;  and  more  particularly  mine,  because  it 
is  mv  new  entering  into  the  world.    If,  in  this, 
ye  shall  fail  me,  yc  shall  not  only  dishonour 
me,  but  bring  dishonour  upon  yourselves :  but,  if 
ye  go  on  with  courage,  and  shew  alacrity  and 
readiness  in  this  bust^sss,  you  shall  so  oblige  me 
unto  you  now,that  I  will  never  forget  it  hereaitef; 
and,  when  time  doth  serve,  ye  shaU  find  vour  love 
and  your  .labour  well  bestowed." — Which  Re- 
port the4ord  president  ended  thus :  This  con- 
clusion did  so  take  us,  that  we  all  prayed  God  to 
bless  htm,  as  we  had  just  cause  to  honour  him. 
When  the  Lords  had  heard  the  lord  presi- 
dent's Report,  they  received  a  message  from 
the  Commons  to  this  effect;  That  they  had 
certain  information  of  great  sums  of  gold  to 
be  transported  beyond  seas,  and,  as  they  con- 
jectured,  by  the    Papists:    Wherefore   thejr 
thought  good  to  acquaint  their  lordships,  in 
whose  power  it  is  to  redress  tlie  same,  that 
they  may  take  such  order  therein  as  their  lord- 
ships think  good.    The  Lords  answered.  That 
they  would  immediately  enquire  about  that 
matter. — Soon  after  came  another  message 
from  the  commons,  importing,  That  having 
taken  into  mature  deliberation  the  kin^s  An- 
swer, given  unto  the  Advice  of  both  Houses  on 
Fridav  last,  the  5th  of  March,  they  have  re- 
solved, with   great   alacrity  and  unanimous 
consent,  to  j^ve  his  maj  assistance:  and,  by 
reason  of  the  correspondence  between  both 
houses  they  desire  a  conference ;  the  number, 
time  and  place,  at  their  k)rdships  appointment. 
In  answer  to  this  the  Lords  named,  presently, 
a  committee  of  6  from  each  bench  to  attend 
this  conference,  that  afternoon,  and,  because 
some   emergencies  may  happen  which  will 
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occasion  the  advice  of  tlic  liouse>  they  agreed 
to  sit  at  the  same  time. 

March  lit,  p.  m.  The  committee  of  lords 
being  returaed  from  the  Conference  with  the 
Commons,  the  abp.  of  Caiiterhury  made  the 
Keport  of  it  to  the  house,  to  this  effect :  *^  That 
the  committee  of  the  Commons  acquainted 
them)  Tliat  ther  were  first  commanded  to  re- 
.turn  the  hearty  thanks  of  their  whole  liouse  to 
the  Prince  for  tiis  highness's  speech  unto  their 
committee,  at  their  last  meeting;  wherein  they 
took  much  joy  and  comfort;  and  to  assure  him, 
that  they  will  be  ever  very  tender  of  his  high- 
ness's  honour.  That  they  had  concurred,  with 
one  unanimous  consent,  to  the  assistance  of  his 
maj.  whensoever  he  shall  be  pleased  to  declare 
lumsclf  touching  the  breaking  off  the  two  Trea- 
ties with  Spain.  That  they  had  drawn  op  a 
model  of  that  wliich  they  intend  to  present  to 
his  maj.;  and,  for  good  correspondency,  they 
had  broueht  the  same  to  be  allowed  of  here, 
with  such  amendments,  in  the  introduction 
only,  as  their  lordsliips  should  think  fit." — ^Then 
the  attorney  general  read  the  Declaration,  and 
the  Lords  gave  their  consent  to  the  substance 
of  it,  by  a  general  vot^  of  the  house ;  but  agreed 
to  mend  the  same  in  the  introduction,  because 
it  was  in  the  name  of  the  Commons  only.  This 
addition  the  other  committee  assented  to ;  and, 
wlien  it  was  all  iiniithed,  it  was  agreed  to  be 
presented  to  the  kin^,  by  a  committee  of  both 
Louses,  at  such  time  as  his  mnj.  would  please 
to  admit  them  to  his  presence. 

The  Journals  of  the  Commons  are  very  de- 
fective in  their  first  account  of  thb  session 
called  The  Originals;  but  this  is  supplied 
by  a  subsequent  Account,  much  fuller  than 
the  other:  and,  as  those  of  the  Lords  are  so 
prolix  in  the  Trials,  &c.  now  before  them,  we 
shall  begin  with  the  Commons  at  this  period, 
to  avoid  repetitions.  What  we  find  most  re- 
markable in  them  are  these : 

Slate  of  the  Kin^t  Debts.]  March  11.  The 
Chanc.  of  tlie  Excheq.  reported  some  particu- 
lars relating  to  tlie  King's  present  Debts,  occa- 
sioned by  some  late  expences,  and  piirticularly 
the  long  and  deceitful  treaties  he  had  entered 
into,  *  That,  from  the  year  1617,  the  king  had 
expended  145,0001.  in  entertainment  of  am- 
bassadors sent  hither ;  charge  of  the  naval  ex- 
pedition against  the  pirates ;  on  ships  for  the 
Prince's  Journey;  money  taken  up  by  the 
prince  in  Spain,  &:c.  That  there  was  bO,OOOl. 
due  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  with  interest. 
Towards  all  these  *  *  •  (Here  is  an  hiatus  for 
what  had  been  given  towards  it.)  And  he  next 
proceeds  to  acquaint  the  house  what  savings, 
lu  the  public  Expences,  had  been  made;  as, 
**  That,  for  Ireland,  an  Estalilishment  was  be- 
gun there,  both  for  church  and  commonwealth; 
which,  pursued,  would  subsistof  itself :  for  the 
Mavy,  besides  the  king's  timber,  it  cost  50,0001. 
a  year ;  reduced  these  last  5  years  to  30,000l. 
and  ten  new  ships  built,  besides  many  houses 
fi)r  magazines :  for  the  Forts,  a  commission  was 
given  this  last  summer  to  two  persons,  who 
have  made  a  certificate  of  the  charge ;  which 
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may  be  seen  when  the  house  pleases.^    The 
next  that  spoke  was 

Sir  Benj.  Rudt^ard,  who  proved,  in  the  sue* 
ceeding  reign,  a  great  orator  in  the  house :  he 
said,  **  That  want  of  parliaments  were  the  pnn* 
cipal  means  of  the  growth  of  Grievances  in 
the  commonwealth:  that  the  king's  propose 
tions  to  us  now,  were,  how  to  make  good  that 
breach  which  we  adviae  him  to :  to  prepare  for 
their  own  security:  to  intreat  the  Lords  to  joia 
with  them  iu  a  committee  of  a  council  of  war^ 
to  devise  the  fittest  means  to  secure  Ireland^ 
our  foits,  fit  out  our  navy,  and  join  with 
the  Low  Countries :  also  to  present  the  king 
with  some  relief  for  himself  to  sweeten  him^ 
besides  the  provision  for  war." 

There  were  many  speakers  beudes,  oti  these 
affiiirs,  all  tending  to  advise  the  king  to  dissolve 
the  Treaties;  and,  at  last,  it  was  resolved,  upon 
the  question,  »*  That,  in  pursuit  of  their  Ad- 
vice, npon  his  maj/s  Declaration  to  break  the 
Treaties,  they  would  be  ready  to  assist  him,  in 
a  parliamentary  manner,  with  their  fortunes 
and  abilities."  This  was  carried  without  one 
negative  voice :  but  the  result  of  all  these  Re- 
solutions  will  appear  in  the  subsequent  Pro* 
ceedings  of  the  Lords. 

The  Declaration  of  both  Houses  to  assist  h  g 
Maj.  upon  his  dissoiving  of  the  Treaties  witk 
Spain.]  March  IS.  His  royal  highness  ac- 
quainted the  house.  That  his  maj.  was  pleased 
the  committees  of  both  houses  should  attend 
him  the  next  day,  at  Whitehall,  at  d  in  the  af- 
ternoon, in  order  to  deliver  their  Declaration, 
And  a  preamble  to  it  being  thought  necessary 
by  the  Loi-ds,  the  same  was  communicated,  by 
message,  to  the  Commons,  and  approved  of 
by  tlmt  house.  Accordingly,  March  14,  the 
abp.  of  Canterbury  (Geo.  Abbot)  who  had 
been  appointed  to  deliver  these  matters  to  the 
king,  waited  on  him,  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee of  both  houses,  and  spoke  as  folbws: 

"  May  it  please  your  sacred  Majesty ;  We 
are  come  unto  you  again  firom  your  most  faith- 
ful subjects  and  loyal  serrnnts,  the  lords  and 
commons  in  this  present  pari,  assembled.  And^ 
first,  we  humbly  let  your  maj.  know  how  much 
we  hold  ourselves  bound  to  Almighty  God, 
that  he  hath  set  a  king  to  rule  and  reign  over 
us,  who  is  pleased,  in  the  greatest  and  weight- 
iest causes,  to  speak  and  be  spoken  unto  in 
pari,  by  his  good  and  loving  people;  which 
maketh  a  king  to  understand  them  over  whom 
he  beareth  rule,  and  them  again  to  understand 
him.  It  Is  a  true  bond  that  tieth  the  heart  t)f 
a  sovereign  to  a  subject,  and  of  a  subject,  re- 
ciprocally, to  their  liege  lord  and  sovereisn.x— 
Next,  we  rejoice  that  your  miy.  has  shewn 
yourself  sensible  of  the  insincerity  of  that  peo- 
ple, with  whom,  of  late,  you  have  had  a  double 
Treaty,  and  of  the  mdignities  offered  by  them 
to  your  blessed  son,  the  Prince,  and  to  your 
royal  daughter ;  and  that  your  kingly  heart  it 
filled  with  an  earnest  desire  to^  make  reparation 
to  her  noble  consort  and  herself  of  the  Palati- 
nate, tlteir'  patrimonial  possession ;  wbicl  is 
agreeable  to  justice,  and  unto  all  the  laws  both 
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of  God  nnd  tnan.     For  Hi«  cflTccim^  whereof, 

to  testify  «ith  what  alacrity,  «nd  with  what  ex- 
•pedioenesii  and  unifonnity  of  heart,  hiuh  your 

houses  of  pari,   in  the  name  of  your  whole 

Itingdom,  have  borne  thcms»elvc8  unto  your 

mm.  with  oficr  to  give  you  their  real  assifttance; 

me  have  digested  it  into  writing,  lest  by  the 

iwrbat  or  vocal  delivery  of  any  obo  person,  it 

may  miscarry,  or  the  erpreision  of  our  zeal  be 

treakened  and  diminished ;  which  we  humbly 

pray  your  maj.  to  give  m*  leave  to  read  unto 

yoo." 

^  The  Parliament's  Remonstrftnce  or  Declara- 
tion to  the  King. 
"  May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Maj. ; 

We  your  m^j.'s  most  humble  and  loyal  6ul>- 

jectS|  the  lords  and  commons  in  this  present 

pari,   abscmblcd.  Laving  lately  received  and 

taken  into  our  consideration  your  gracious  and 

prudent  Answer,  given  to  the  unanimous  and 

bumble  Advice  presented  to  vour  maj.  in  the 

name  of  both.  houseD,  (that  the  two  Treaties, 

one  of  the  Palaiinatey  the  other  of  the  Mar- 
riage, might  be  dissolved),  do,  in  all  humble- 
ness, render  to  your  maj.  our  most  dutiRd 

thanVs,  that  you  have  been  pleased  to  take  in 

so  good  part  the  manner  of  our  proceedings  in 

thftt  weighty  business ;  as,  likewise,  graciously 

to  intimate  your  roval  inclination  not  to  reject 

that  counsel  which  yourself  was  pleased  to 

ask;  and  wliich,  accordingly,  hotli  been  oiFered 

to  your  maj.  in  the  name  of  both  the  houses. — 

And  whereas,  in  your  princely  wisdom,  you 

made  known  to  us,  That  your  own  treasure, 

by  reason  of  your  extraordinary  charge  and 

expence  at.  this  time,  is  so  much  exhausted, 

Uiat  your  ouy*  b^  your  own  means,  cannot 

support  a  war,  which,  haply,  may  ibllow  on  the 

breach  of  these  Treaties :   we  do  therefore, 

most  humbly  and  earnestly,  beseech  your  maj. 

tbat^ncither  that,  nor  any  other  consideration, 

uoay  hinder  your  present  resolution,  for  wliich 

you  have  our  most  chearful  and  universal  ad- 
vice ;  and  we  do,  with  dutiful  and  zeabus  af- 

fectious,  assure  your  maj.  and  hereby  manifest 

^d  declare.  That  in  pursuit  of  our  advice, 

upon  your  resolution  made  to  dissolve  the  said 

Treaties,   (the  deferring  whereof  may  prove 

dangerous)  we  will  be  ready,  in  a  parliamen- 
tary manner,  with  our  persons  and  abilities  to 

assist  you.'' 

The  King's  Answer,']    To  the  foregoing  Re- 
monstrance, the  King  answered  as  follows : 

'<  My  lords  and  gentlemen  all ;  I  have  no- 
thing to  say  to  the  preamble  of  my  lord  of 

Canterbury,  but  that  he  intimated  something 

in  it  which  I  never  spoke :  for  whereas  he  said, 

*  I  have  shewed  myself  sensible  of  the  insin- 
•  cerity  of  those,  with  whom  I  had  lately  to  deal, 
.   and  of  the  indignity  offered  to  my  children  :* 

in  this  you  must  give  me  leave  t6  tell  you,  that 

I  have  not  expressed  myself  to  be  either  sensi- 
ble or  insensible  of  their  good  or  bod  dealing : 
Buckingham  hath  made  a  relation  to  you,  by 
.    my  commandment,  which  you  are  to  jndge 

upon ;  hot  I  never  yet  delivered  my  mind  upon 


it.    When  Jupiter  speal»,  be  uses  to  join  bii 
thunder  to  it ;  and  a  king  should  not  spctk, 
except  he  maintain  it  by  action.     As  for  ik 
Matter  of  their  Declaration  wsto  aay  detoMa^ 
which  you  have  coaehed  in  that  paper,  wtod 
I  now  heard  read  unto  me,  I   confess,  it  is 
without  example,  that  any  king  hath  bad  swi 
an  offer.    And,  with  your  ^our,  I  need  fetr 
nothing  in    this  world,    ha\'ing  so  much  the 
hearts  of  my  people.     For  the   Wu^  ofe  ef 
assistance,  I'liold  it  to  be  n^ore  than  milboB 
of  .Subsidies;  and,  indeed,  it  is  an  lUMpleTe- 
ward  ff>r  the  tnist  and  freedom  which  I  kafe 
used  with  you. — But,  my  lords  and  genttcaei, 
\*ou  must  give  me  leave,  on  the  other  ade,  n 
consider  tlie  possibility  of  the  action :  for,  ii 
this  case,  I  must  do,  as  a  man  that  niaketk  i 
Ibrttiication,  which  must  have  ont-works  wd 
in-works ;  so  I  must  not  deal  only  with  my  ovi 
people,  but  with  my  neighboors  and  allies,  to 
asisist  ine  in  so  great  a  business  as  the  Reco- 
very of  the  Palatinate.    And  in  this  case,  it  is 
not  sullicicnt  to  have  the  hearts  of  my  a^ 
jccts,  without  the  help  of  my  nei^honrs  asd 
allies.    On  the  other  side,  unless    paitknhr 
means  be  set  down,  it  wiU  neither  be  a  biidie 
to  our  enemies,  nor  a  comfort  to  my  friea^ 
who  shall  join  with  me.     General  words  w^ 
not  carry  it;  therefore  I  must  resort  to  parti- 
cular means,  and  tbllow  the  counsel  of  our !» . 
viour  Chrbt  in  the  gospel,  befrnts  I  begin  i 
war,  to  see  how  I  can  maintain  it.    God  knocn 
it  is  a  lonssome  work,  yet  I  desire  with  Moses, ; 
as  I  said  before,  but  to  see  the  Land  of  Pre- 
mise, tliough  I  live  not  till  it  be  recorercd. 
But  unless  particular  means  be  discovered,  i:  I 
is  little  to  the  point :  therefore,  since  yoo  pn 
me  such  fair  general  promises,  I  will  d^  firceh 
with  you,  r  will  tell  ydu,  in  particular,  thev^ 
I  will  propose,  either  by  \vaT  of  Subsidies  or 
otherwise ;  which  being  done  in  parliament  s 
a  parliamentary  way.     I  would  require  yaa  e 
be  pleased  to  bestow  upon  me  five  Sul»idiK. 
and  two  15ths  to  every  Subsidy,  for  the  war 
and,  for  mine  own  necessities,  my  crying  Dete 
nre  so  heavy,  thbt  no  man  can  bear  them  wst 
a  creatcf  gnef  of  heart,  and  sting  of  conacieBcc. 
tluin  I  hitvc  done,  and  do :  and  1  now  growii; 
old,  would  be  glad  to  see  a  means  far  the  sa- 
tisfying of  iny  Debts  before  I  go  out  of  iW 
world:  and,  for  this  end,  I  desire  yoa  wocx! 
give  me  one  Subsidy'  and  two  15ths  yearly,  m^ 
till  my  Debts  be  paid." 

[Here  the  Prince  his  highness  taking  notice  u 
an  objection  made,  that  this  might  aeem  coe- 
tr.idictory  to  that  which  his  highness  had  tcid 
the  committee  of  both  houses.  That  the  kinc*^ ' 
maj.  would  ask  nothing  for  his  own  particoar' 
till  the  wars  were  provided  for  i  tlie  Priace 
said,  Ihat  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  in  fab  ^ ; 
sence,  hath  moved  this  doubt  unto  the  kini  '■ 
Whereupon  tlie  duke  affirmed,  that,  speakiic ; 
with  the  king  about  it,  his  maj.  was  pleased  t-- 
say,  If  we  would  add  one  Sahiii|^  mad  tv' 
15tlisto  make  it  up  6  Subsidies  WCTta/U*  e  15ck : 
for  the  wnr,  he^vas  well  content  to  quit  tiaii 
which  he  had  asked  for  his  own  Beoeaities.}* 
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The  king  proceeded:  "  If  this  may  be  done, 
or  that  I  may  see  a  fair  way  for  it,  I  will  follow 
jfour   advise ;    for  I  would  never  have  asked 
your  advice  to  reject  it,  or  to  put  a  scorn  upon 
you.     For  the  levying  of  these  Subsidies  and 
15ths  I  would  have  you  to  consider  how   to 
clear  these  two  difficulties.     If  you  levy  thcni 
too  suddenly,  it  may  be  heavy  for  tlie  people; 
if  you  stay  too  long,  it  will  not  serve  the  turn : 
bat  this  I  leave  to  your  consideration.    And 
aince  I  leave  it  to  yourselves  to  receive  the 
money,  and  expend  it  by  your  own  committees 
of  both  houses,  you  may  be  the  more  secure. 
And  yet  I  would  not  have  you  to  be  tcro  hasty 
in  the  levying  of  it,  that  no  extremity  be  sliewed 
to  .my  people  by  imposing  too  heavy  a  burden 
upon  them,  which  God  forbid.    On  the  otlier 
side,^  business  will  notsuffer  too  long  lingering 
mbout  it.    I  told  you  before,  I  had,  in   this 
ereat  business,  to  look  to  my  conscience  and 
honour,  as  well  as  to  the  means :  for  the  means, 
I  must  have  it  from  you ;  my  conscience  and 
honour  is  my  own,  of  which  I  have  thought, 
and  do  think  daily,  and  how  I  shall  be  able  to 
discharge  them  as  a  king  ought  to  do.    In  this 
point  I  am  already  resolved  in  a  great  part ; 
but,  if  any  scruple  shall  remain  with  me  I  will 
acquaint  you  with  it,  and  not  only  seek  but 
follow  your  advice."    [Here  a^ain  the  Prince 
said,  he  had  spoken  with  his  t'allier,  to  know 
of  hina,  whether  he  was  satisfied  in  honour  and 
eonscieuce  that  he  might  in  this  case  undertake 
a  war;  and  that  his  maj.  answered,  **  He  was 
already  satisfied  and  resolved  therein ;  butj  for 
tlie  manner  of  publishing  it,  he  would  take 
your  advice."    Then  the  duke  of  Buck,  said, 
**  The  reason  why  his  maj.  used  these  words, 
was,  that  having  formerly  spoken  of  his  honour, 
and  conscience,  if  he. should  now  have  left 
them  out,  it  might  have  been  thoughtthat  mo- 
ney only  had  drawn  him  to  it.     But  the  kiii» 
said  he  was  already  satisfied  and  resolved,  yet 
would  have  our  advice  for  the  mancr  of  declar- 
ing it/n.    The  king  again  proccQded,  **  I  told 
you  before,  that  this  was  the  way  to  make  me 
m  love  with  parliaments:  and,  to  shew  mine 
Inclination  to  continue  them  still,  my  resolution 
is  to  make  this  a  session  for  the  passing  of  as 
many  good  laws,  as,  in  convenient  time,  may  be 
prepared ;  and  at  Michaelmas,  or  within  a  few 
days  after,  to  have  a  new  session,  and  another 
at  the  spring.     And,  in  the  mean  time,  you 
may  go  down  and  acquaint  youreelves  with  the 
grievances  of  my  people,  and  you  shall  sec  my 
care  to  make  good  laws,  and  to  reform  abuses ; 
that  so  my  su^ects  may  find  the  good  fruits  of 
parliaments  and   rejoice  in  them  :  and,  I  pro- 
test, as  I  have  asked   your  advice  in  these 
points,- which  I  needed  not  to  have  done,  so  I 
will  never  enter  into  any  agreement  or  treaty  of 
composition  for  peace,  which  is  the  end  of  war 
(tlfte  it  is  unjust  and  unchristian)  without  your 
advice :  and  I  will  help  you  myself,  if  we  enter 
into  a  war,  to  mnke  it  allowable  to  the  world, 
aad honourable  forme." 

The  Farliiiment's  Address  to  the  King  upon 
wtittg -a  Suppltf,]    March  39.    Tb«  Lords  re- 


ceived a  message  from  the.  Commons,  imports 
ing,  5  That,  since  they  desired  ail  expedition 
to  be  made  in  the  great  business  of  the  two 
Treaties,  and  had  taken  into  consideration 
his  maj.'s  last  Answer,  they  have  thought  on  a 
Proposition  to  be  mode  to  him  touching  thosf 
affairs ;  wherefore  they  desire  ^  conterenc^ 
with  the  Lords  about  it.  This  couforcuce  wa^ 
accepted  by  the  lords;  and,  when  their  com^ 
mittee  was  rotumcd  from  it,  the  Report  was 
made  by  the  abp.  of  Canterbury ,  That  tha 
Commons  had  delivered  to  them  their  Propo- 
sitions in  writing,  and  had  left  a  blank  for  their 
lordships  to  be  named  with  them,  if  they 
thought  fit.  Then  they  were  read  to  the'house^ 
and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  agreed,  by 
all>  only  one  lord  dissenting,  to  fill  up  iti 
blank.  But  afterwards,  the  Lords  taking  cw 
ception  against  one  clause  about  religion,  men?- 
tioned  in  the  said  Proposition,  the  Commons 
apreed  to  leave  it  out ;  but  not  without  a  di* 
vision  of  their  house.  The  proposal  from  thq 
two  houses  tliercfore,  as  it  was  delivered  to  th^ 
king  by  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  was  in  thesa 
words : 

**  Most  gracious  Sovereign  ;  We  your  maj/s 
most  humble  and  loyal  subjects,  the  lords  and 
commons  in  this  present  pari,  assembled,  da 
first  reuder  to  your  most  sacred  maj.  our  most 
dutiful  thanks,  for  that,  to  our  unspeakable 
comfort,  you  have  vouch:>afed  to  express  your*- 
sell'  so  well  satisfied  with  our  late  Declaration 
made  unto  your  maj.  of  our  general  reso- 
lution, in  pursuit  of  our  humble  advise,  to 
assist  your  majesty  in  a  parliamentary  way 
with  our  persons  anfl  abiliiies. — And  whereas 
your  majesty  in  your  great  wisdom  andjudg^* 
ment  foreseeing  that  it  will  make  a  deeper 
impression,  both  in  the  enennies  of  that  cause, 
and  in -your  friends  and  allies,  if  they  shall  nut 
only  hear  of  the  cheerful  offers,  but  also  sec 
the  real  performance  of  your  subjects  ioward** 
sr>  great  a  work,  was  graciously  pleased  to  de* 
scend  to  a  particular  proposition,  for  the  advan- 
cing of  tliih  great  business ;  we  therefore,  in  nil 
humbleness,  most  ready  and  willing  to  give 
your  maj.  and  the  whole  worid,  an  ample  tes* 
timony  of  our  sincere  and  dutiful  intentions 
herein,  upon  mature  advice  and  deliberation, 
as  well  of  the  weight  and  importance  of  this 
great  affair,  as  of  the  present  estate  of  thi^ 
your  kingdom  (the  weal  and  safety  whereof  is^ 
in  our  judgments,  apparently  threatened,  if 
your  maj.'s  resolution,  for  the  dissolving  of  tha 
IVeaties  now  in  question  be  longer  deferred^ 
and  that  provision  for  defence  of  your  realm, 
and  aid  of  your  friends  and  allies,  be  not  sea^ 
sonably  made)  have,  with  a  cheerful  consent  of 
all  the  Commons,  no  one  dissenting,  and  with 
a  full  and  cbearful  consent  pf  the  Lords,  re-> 
solved.  That,  upon  your  maj.^s  public  declaru'* 
tion  for  the -dissolution  and  utter  discharge  of 
both  the  sfpd  Treaties,  of  the  Matriage  and  of 
tlie  Palatinate,  in  pursuit  of  our  adVice  tbere^- 
in ;  and  towards  the  support  of  that  war  which 
is  likely  to  •ensue ;  and  more  partkulady  for 
thoM  mar  points  proposed  by  yuctr  ini^.nfunttl^. 
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for  the  Defence  of  ^  his  rour  realm,  the  secur- 
ing of  Ireland,  the  ai§istanre  of  your  neigh- 
bours the  states  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
other  your  maj/s  friends  and  ailiai,  and  for  tie 
setting  forth  of  your  royal  navy)  we  will  grant 
for  the  present  the  greatest  aid  wliioh  ivas  ever 
given  in  pari,  to  he  levied  in  so  short  a  time, 
that  is  to  say,  3  entire  Subsidies,  and  3  15ths, 
to  be  all  paid  within  the  compass  of  o»>c  whole 
year  after  your  moj.  shall  be  pleased  to  make 
the  said  Declaration;  the  money  to  be  paid 
into  the  hands,  and  expended  by  the  direction 
of  such  committees  or  commissioners,  as  here- 
after shall  be  agreed  upon  at  this  present  ses- 
sion of  pari. — And  so  we  most  humbly  beseech 
your  maj.  graciously  to  accept  of  these  first- 
fruits  of  our  hearty  oblation,  dedicated  to  that 
worky  which  we  sincerely  desire  may  prosper 
and  be  advanced,  and,  for  tho  future,  to  rest 
confidently  assured,  That  if  you  slionld  l»e  en- 
gaged in  a  real  war,  we,  your  loyal  and  loving 
subjects^  will  never  fail,  in  a  parliamentary 
way  to  a«8ist  your  maj.  in  so  roval  a  design ; 
wherein  your  own  honour,  and  tlie  honour  of 
your  most  noble  son,  the  Prince ;  the  ancient 
renown  of  this  nation,  the  welfare,  and  very 
subsistence  of  your  noble  and  only  daughter, 
and  her  consort,  and  their  posterity,  the  safety 
of  your  own  kingdom  and  people;  and  the 
proserity  of  your  neighbours  and  allies,  are  so 
deeply  engaged." 

Morleif  and  others  punished  for  reffectins  on 
the  Lord  Keeper.]  March  '«3.  One  llio. 
Morley,  having  presented  a  Petition  to  the 
lords,  highly  reflecting  on  the  lord  keeper,  for 
some  indirect  practice  against  him  in  the  Star- 
Chamber;  and,  afterward,  printing  and  dis- 
persing many  copies  abroad  :  the  said  Morley 
was  called  before  the  bouse  to  answer  the  same ; 
andr,  after  a  full  hearing  of  his  allegations,  be- 
baving  hinnself  very  impudently  at  the  bar,  he 
was,  by  general  consent,  sentenced,  "  1.  That 
the  said  MoHey  shall,  for  his  great  offence,  be 
imprisoned  in  the  Fleet  durini;  the  pleasure  of 
the  house.  2.  That  he  shnll  undcr(;o  to  the 
king,  a  fine  of  lOOOl.  3.  TImt  he  shall  stand, 
with  his  neck  in  the  pillory,  in  Cheap,  with  one 
of  the  said  Petitions  upon  his  head,  at  1 1  in 
the  forenoon.  4.  Hmt  he  shall  make  liishmn- 
ble  submission  and  acknowledgment  of  his 
£uilt  here  at  the  bar,  and  also  in  chancery, 
unto  the  lord  keeper,  the  first  day  of  next 
trrro.'^—One  David  Waterhouse,  who  had 
penned  the  said  Petition  for  Morley,  was  also 
incd  5001.  and  imprisoned  during  pleasure, 
&€•  The  printer  was  likewise  punished,  but 
in  a  miidcr  m^ner, 

Both  Houses  present  to  the  Kinfi  a  Memorial 
U  Justification  of  the  D,  of  Bnekin^hmn,] 
March  «4.  The  Loi^ds  went  upon  a  further 
justification  of  the  duk^  of  Buckingham,  against 
the  complaint  of  the  Spanish  ambassador  to 
the  kii^.  And  there  haviiig  been  a  Memorial 
presented  to  his  maj.  by  both  booses  concern- 
ing it,  according  to  an  order  of  the  27th  Feb. 
last  and  the  first  of  Marcli,  the  Report  of  it 
was  made  to  the  bouse  t)iis  day^  by  the  Lord- 


Keeper,  with  the  King's  Answer  to  it,  in  i 
ner  following : 

<<  May  it  may  please  your  most  excettcat 
maj. ;'  Your  maj.  s  most  loyal  subjects,  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  me  knights,  citixeos, 
and  burgesses,  asbembled  at  this  tiioe,  in  bocfa 
houses  of  pari,  being  informed  of  a  Coiofflaint 
made  to  your  rouj.iigainst  the  \o*  d  duke  ot'Buck. 
that,  in  tlie  Narrauve  which,  by  ycmr  niaj.'s 
command,  he  made  to  both  houses,  the  24th  of 
Feb.  last  past,  he  should  let  tail  some  passages 
grievonsto  the  honour  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
and  interred  to  be  of  so  high  a  nauire,  as,  if 
the  Uke  had  been  spoke  by  any  suiifect  of  tbat 
king  against  your  maj.  it  would  not  have  been 
otherwise  expiated,  than  with  the  loss  of  bos 
head  that  spoke  it:  Taking  this  into   tbeir  seri- 
ous consideration,  and  conceiving  that  tnis  ac- 
cusation doth,  in  an  oblique  line,   lasten  aa 
aspersioh  upon  themselves  also,  do,  in  all  sub- 
mission and  humility,  make   to  your  nuy.  a 
threefold  representation :  1st,  concerning  liaat 
king,  they  do,  unanimously,  absolutely  acqnic 
and  clear  the  lord    duke  fi-om    letting    tiiU 
any  words,  at  all,  derogatory  to  the  honour  of 
that  king.     2  For  that  concerns  my  lord,  tfae^ 
do,  in  the  like  humiUty,  attest  unto  jour  caaj. 
That  if  my  lord  duke  had  omitted  aitj  matter 
represented  unto  them  that  day,  be  had  lor  sa 
much  failed  in  the  performance  oi  that  duty 
and  fidelity  which  he  oweth  unto  yaur  iBai«  to 
the  business,   and  unto  both  houses.     3.  Foe 
what  concemeth  themselves,  they  make  bokl, 
in  like  humility,  to  represent  uuto  vonr  ma^ 
That  they  do  much  honour  my  lord  the  duke 
fi)r  that   Narration,  and  do  render  unto  bim 
ail  possible  tlianks  fur  the  fidelity  and  industry 
expressed  therein ;  and  so,  without  yoor  fur* 
thcr  trouble,  do  humbly  beseech  yoor  maj.  lo 
interpret    ftiir  of  tliis  their    Hepresentatioo, 
which  they  held  themselves  bound  to  ofifer  unto 
your  maj.  for  the  clearing  of  so  eminent  a  per- 
son ;  who,  as  they  verily  believe,  hath,  in  this 
negotiation,  wcUHdeservcd  of  your  maj.  and  tbe 
common-wealth. 

This  ended,  the  Lord  Keeper  proceeded  thvs 
in  his  report.  ♦*  Now,  my  lords,  concemiiig 
his  ma^.'s  Speech ;  it  is  not  to  be  expressed  or 
reported,  because  it  is  a  speech  of  atfectioo  ai 
well  as  of  narration,  not  possible  to  be  uttered, 
but  in  the  same  words  it  was  delivered :  there* 
fi)re,  unless  a  man  had  Myron's  art,  '  qui  am* 
mos  hominum  depuixisse  dicitur,*  who  could 
paint  to  the  lifi?  tlie  souls  and  afiections  of 
men,  he  cannot  do  this  as  it  should  be  done ; 
foXy  as  Iavj  said  of  Cicero,  '  ad  laudandam 
Ciceroncm,  altero  Cicerone  opus  est,'  there 
liad  need  to  be  another  Cicero  to  undertake 
the  commetuling  of  Cicero;  so,  sorely,  be 
ought  to  have  as  large  a  heart  as  our  gracioos 
king,  that  will  report  his  powerfiil  and  gracious 
expressions.  I  will  therefore  crave  pardon  of 
the  house  for  delivering  it  in  writsi^^  v«ry  near 
the  words  and  syllables  in  which  it  was  pra- 
nounced ;  and,  first,  to  be  read  once  or  twice* 
if  your  lordships  please,  to  the  bouse,  and  then 
to  be  entered  m  the  Journal  Book^  as  a  rec»n( 
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of  no  soiaH  comfort  and  consequence  to  the 
public:  for  I  maj,  withoot  flattery,  wbicb,  for 
ought  I  know,  I  have  been  ever  free  franiy  do- 
cimtCy  That  such  servants  as  these,  '  sunt  in- 
stramenta  boni  sccnli/  are  toob  and  instru- 
ments to  oarve  out  a  brave  and  happy  world 
to  ensuisg  posterity,  as  Syramachus  writes  in 
one  of  his  epistles. 

The  Kin^t  Antwer.']  This  said,  the  lord 
keeper  read  his  maj.'s  Speech,  out  of  a  paper, 
in  hec  verba: — ^<  My  lords  and  gentleman  all ; 
I  might  have  reason  to  speak  nothing  in  regard 
of  the  person  whereof  you  speak,  but,  in  re- 
sard  of  your  motion,  it  were  not  civil;  for  if  I 
be  silent,  I  shall  wrong  neither  myself,  nor  that 
nobleman  which  you  now  speak  of,  because  he 
16  well  known  to  be  such  an  one  as  stands  in 
no  need  of  a  prolocutor,  or  fidejussor,  to  un- 
dertake for  his  hdelity,  or  well  carrying  of  his 
business :  and,  indeed,  to  send  a  man  upon 
so  great  an  errand,  whom  I  was  not  resolved 
to  trust  for  the  carriage  thereof^  were  a  fiftult  in 
my  discretion  scarce  compatible  to  the  love 
and  trust  I  bear  him.  It  is  an  old  and  true 
aaying,  '  That  he  is  a  happy  man  that  serves  a 
^ood  master  ;^  and  it  is  no  less  truth.  That  he 
IS  a  happy  master  that  enjovs  a  faithful  ser- 
vant. The  greatest  fault,  if  it  be  a  fault,  or 
at  leastwise  the  greatest  error,  1  hope  be  shall 
ever  commit  against  me,  was  his  desiring  this 
Justification  from  you,  as  if  he  should  have 
need  of  any  justification  from  others  towards 
me;  and  that  for  these  reasons:  first,  because 
be,  being  my  disciple  and  scholar,  may  be  as- 
sured I  will  trust  his  own  Relation.  2.  Be- 
cause he  made  the  same  Relation  unto  me, 
which  he  did  afterwards  unto  both  houses ;  so 
as  I  was  formerly  acquainted  both  with  the 
matter  and  manner  thereof;  and  if  I  should  not 
trust  himip  the  carriage,  I  was  altogether  un- 
worthy of  such  a  servant.  He  hath  no  Inte- 
rest of  his  own  in  the  business :  he  had  ill 
thoughts  at  home  for  his  going  thither  with  my 
9on,  although  it  was  my  command,  as  I  told 
you  before  :  and  now  he  hath  as  little  thanks 
for  his  Relation  on  the  other  part ;  yet  he  that 
•erveth  God  and  a  eood  master  cannot  mis- 
carry for  all  this.  I  have  noted  in  his  negoti- 
ation these  S  remarkable  things,  faith,  diligence, 
imd  discretion;  whereof  my  son  hathliome 
record  unto  me ;  yet  I  cannot  deny,  but,  as  he 
thought  to  do  good  service  to  his  master,  he 
hath  given  ill  example  to  ambassadors  in  time 
to  come,  becanse  he  went  this  long  journey 
upon  bis  own  chaiges.  This  would  prove  an 
ill  example,  if  many  of  my  ambassadors  should 
take  it  for  a  precedent.  He  ran  his  head  into 
the  yoke  with  the  people  here  for  undertaking 
the  joiimey,  and  wh^n  he  there  spent  about  40 
or  50,0001.  never  o^eifiA  his  account,  nor  made 
any  dc»nand  for  the  same,  or  ever  will.  I  hope 
other  ambasiadors  will  do  so  no  more.  I  am 
a  eood  master  that  never  doubted  of  him ;  for 
I  know  hiin  to  be  so  good  ^  scholar  of  mine, 
that  I  say,  without  vanity,  be  will  not  exceed 
his  master's  dictates ;  and  I  trust  the  report 
pot  the  i^orsc  he  i«^«;  Wc^use  it  is  approved 


by  you  all;  yet  I  believe  an  honest  man  as 
much  as  oU  the  world,  and  the  rather,  be- 
cause he  was  a  disciple  of  mine.  I  am  glad  ha 
ha9  so  well  satisfied  you,  and  thank  you  very 
heartily  for  taking  it  m  so  good  part,*as  I  thid 
you  have  done." 

"When  this  Answer  was  also  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  entered  in  the  Journals,  the  duke 
of  Buckinghiun  stO{>d  up,  and  gave  unto  the 
lords  his  most  hearty  thanks  for  the  great  fa- 
vour thcv  had  done  him;  and  protos»sed  to 
their  lorcfships,  *^  Tliat  they  had  absolutely  en- 
gaged him  for  the  time  to  come,  to  employ  all 
the  power  and  favour,  which  ho  baa  in  his 
roaj.'s  service,  for  the  public  good,  and  for  tlio 
service  of  every  one  of  their  lordships,  in  par- 
ticular, who  should  have  occasion  to  make  use 
of  him.  Concerning  his  Journey  to  Spain,  it 
did  not  cost  him  so  much  as  his  uiaj.  was 
pleased  to  name ;  yet,  whatsoever  it  was,  be 
mi^ht  very  well  expend  it  in  his  maj.'s  service, 
bemg  but  the  produce  of  his  bounty  and  good- 
ness towards  him.  And,  if  liis  mu|.  should  ex- 
tend his  liberality  to  any  one  of  his  ambassa- 
dors, in  so  large  a  proportion,  they  would  be 
very  unthankful,  if  they  did  not  do  as  much 
,for  him  as  he  had  done.*' — ^The  duke  further 
declared,  '*  That  it  was  Ins  maj.'s  iutent  lo 
send  a  present  dispatch  into  Spain,  in  order  to 
break  off  the  two  Treaties  of  the  Match  and 
the  Palatinate,  as  was  required  by  parL  with 
the  reasons  moving  him  thereto." 

The  Lords  no  sooner  heard  this  latter  part 
of  the  duke's  Speech,  than  they  sent  a  message 
to  the  C)omu)ons  to  desire  an  immediate  con- 
ference with  them,  in  order  to  communicate 
this  pleasing  news  to  'tlmt  liouse.  Aud  joyful 
news  it  was  to  all  England,  as  well  as  to  the 
pari.  The  city  of  London,  Rush  worth  tells  us, 
testified  their  approbation  of  it  by  bonfires, 
ringing  of  bells,  and  otlicr  demonstrations  of 
joy:  but,  as  it  is  common  in  those  cases,  for 
the  mob  to  exult  too  much,  and  carry  tiieir 
zeal  too  far,  so,  in  this,  they  exceeded  their 
bounds,  as  appears  by  the  following  abstract 
from  the  Journals.  The  kin^  had  published  a 
Declaration  of  this  breach  with  Spain  the  day 
before,  whicii  occasioned  tlie  rejoicings,  And, 
this  day,  tlie  duke  of  Buckiogham  signified  to 
tlie  lords,  '<  That  the  people  making  bonfires, 
yesterday  for  joy  of  the  king's  DocUuration, 
some  of  the  servants  of  the  Spanish  ambassador 
looking  out  at  them,  were  very  uncivilly  used." 
Therefore  his  grace  moved  their  lordfships  to 
take  this  into  their  consideration,  ana  i«« 
dress  the  wrong  done  to  a  foreign  ambassadon 
The  house  approved  well  of  the  duke's  nxition, 
and  agreed.  That  if  they  could,  by  strict  enf 
quiry,  which  they  intended  to  make,  find  out 
the  offenders  therein,  they  would  cause  them 
to  be  punished,  according  to  the  king's  late 
proclamation,  forbidding  any  abuses  to  be  ol^ 
fisred  to  ambassadors.  And  they  furtlier  agreed 
to  signily  this  to  the  Commons  at  the  next  con- 
ference. 

The  King's  declaration  upon  breaking  off 
the  Treaty  with  ^puin,]    March  25.    E^(ef 
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BOW  drawing  nigh»  the  Lords  s^refd  to  a  recess 
till  April  1.  In  the  meaa  timo  they  appointed 
a  comiiiiitee  to  assist  the  king's  %ecretarie&i  in 
that  vacancy,  in  drav^ing  up  a  Manifesto  of  this 
great  affair;  of  which  they  also  .agreed  to  in^ 
ionti  the  Commons^  The  same  &y,  a  com* 
mittee  of  Lords  being  returned  from  a  con- 
ference wiih  the  Cummons,  the  lord  president 
read  the  king's  Declaration,  which  he  made  two 
days  before  to  a  committee  of  both  the  houses; 
which  was  in  these  words: 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  The  last  time 
I  spake  to  yoa  anent  tins  great  business,  I  told 
you  what,  m  my  opinion,  was  necessarily  re* 
quired  forthe  beginning  of  it,  the  reasons  wiiere* 
of  you  have  truly  set  down  out  of  my  last  speech; 
wherein  I  shewed  you  what  good  it  would  do, 
mad  what  liarm  it  might  free  us  from,  to  express 
particular  aids  at  this  time  as  well  as  general 
promises.  It  is  true,  I  must  confess,  that  how 
tar  you  declare  yourselves,  is  su&cient  for  the 
prehcnt  entrance  into  the  business,  tho'  a  great 
deal  short  of  what  I  told  you  it  would  require. 
But,  as  God  bears  me  record,  I  never  did  stick 
for  money,  but  only  desired  you  to  clear  your- 
selves by  particulars,  tliat  I  may  see  how  I  may 
be  able  to  go  thro'  so  great  a  matter,  at  least 
to  make  ugajd  beginning  of  the  war;  for  what 
the  end  mn  be,  God  knows. — So,  on  the  other 
uvt«  I  g^ve  you  thanks  for  your  general  offer, 
oy  wliich  you  did  engine  yourselves,  in  your 
lives  and  estates,  whidi  is  more  than  forty  oub* 
siUes,  if  you  had  named  them,  and  more  worth 
than  a  kingdom;  for  tlie  strength  of  a  king, 
next  under  the  protection  of  God,  stands  in 
the  hearts  of  his  people.  And  I  must  need  say, 
in  this  particulsEr,  it  is  without  example,  that 
ever  any  parliament,  for  a  beginning,  gave  to  a 
king  so  great  a  Supply  to  be  levied  in  so  short  a 
time.  This  may  well  serve  for  a  preparation : 
and,  for  my  part,  first,  considering  your  general 
ofler,  (which  is  ten  times  more  to  me  tiian  nit 
Subsidies)  and,  neit,  considering  tlmt  these 
particulars,  coming  from  you,  be  as  much  as  at 
once  you  are  able  to  pay  in  so  short  a  time, 
being  within  a  year,  and  as  much  as  may  be 
well  expected ;  therefore,  with  as  much  love, 
and  as  great  thanks,  as  a  loving  and  kind  king 
can  ^ve  to  «o  loving  and  dutiful  people,  I 
thank  you  for  your  offer,  and  do  accept  it.  I 
told  you  before,  that  I  would  never  have  craved 
your  advice  to  reject  it,  and  so  put  a  scorn 
upon  you:  think  me  not  that  man. — It  is  true, 
I  tbiuK  no  wise  king  can  undertake  so  great  a 
bargain,  but  lie  must  well  bethink  himself  be- 
fo^-liand :  and  I  account  it  better  that  a  king 
advise  well  before  he  take  a  resolution,  than  ad- 
vise raslily,  and  after  repent.  Therefore  I  de- 
clare unto  you,  That  as  I  am  willing  to  follow 
your  advice  in  the  annulHng  and  breach  of  the 
two  Treaties,  both  of  the  Match  and  of  the 
Palatinate;  so,  on  the  o;her  part,  I  assure 
myself,  you  will  make  ^ood  what  you  have 
said,  That  what  you  ad\'ise  me  unto,  you  will 
assist  me  in,  with  your  wisdom,  and  council, 
and  forces,  if  need  require, — I  pray  yoii  have 
a  charitable  opinion  of  me^  as  you  are  to*have 


of  a  king  who  hatfa  so  long  ruled  aod  governed 
over  you;  and  I  may  vauiit  mybclf  thus  £ar  to 
banre  done  it  with  justice  and  peace:  but,  8S  i 
told  you  before,  ail  my  forbearance  hath  been 
for  sparing  the  efiiition  of  Chiistiai]  blood,  and 
as  the  most  easy  and  probable  way  for  recover* 
ins  the  Palatiaate  for  my  children.  It  is  trwa 
I  have  been  so  long  delayed  aad  paid  wiib 
generals,  that  I  dare  not  looser  trust  aato 
them ;  which  made  me  enjoin  fiuckingham  to 
make  a  partieolar  Relation  unto  you  of  ail 
that  business,  (and  I  am  sure  such  an  Acooont 
was  never  before  gtvco  in  pari.)  that  thereby 
yon  may  know  what  to  trust  to.  I  could,  m 
this  case,  have  resolved  myself;  but,  I  thought 
it  could  not  but  be  both  a  strength  and  hoooar 
to  me  to  have  the  advice  of  my  people,  liy 
lords :  In  the  late  pari.  I  then  declared  it  uaui 
you,  that  I  was  resolved,  without  respect  of 
friendship^  or  match,  or  whatsoever,  to  have 
the  Palatinate  one   way  or  other.      I   hope 

r)U  remember  it. — ^Ood  is  my  Judge  and  Sarioar 
never  had  any  other  end,  and  it  is  pitj  1 
shouhl  live  to  have  tmy  other  end ;  and,  for  my 
part,  except,  by  such  means  as  God  may  pat 
mto  my  hands,  I  may  recover  the  Palatiaate, 
I  could  wish  never  to  have  bceu  bom.  I  am 
old,  but  mine  only  son  is-  young,  and  I  will  pro- 
mise  for  myself  and  him  botli,  that  no  meaos 
shall  be  unused  for  the  recovery  of  it.  And 
tl)i8  I  dare  say,  as  old  as  I  am,  if  it  might  do 
good  to  the  business,  I  would  go  in  my  own 
person,  and  think  my  labour  and  trav^  weii 
nestowed,  tho'  I  should  end  my  days  there:  for 
if  I  should  spare  any  means  possible  for  the 
recovery  of  it,  then  let  me  be  thought  not 
worthy  to  reign  over  you;  and,  in  good  foich,  i 
never  resolved  to  live  with  other  eund.  And, 
1  will  say  more,  there  was  never  any  c^emy  of 
my  son-in-law,  with  whom  I  talkj^i  of  that 
business,  or  any  that  ever  I  spake  with  of  the 
same,  which  did  not  say,  aiid  confess,  I  had 
reason  to  have  the  Palatinate,  one  way  or 
other:  And  when  they  say  that  it  is  good  reason^ 
and  themselves  allowed  it,  it  is  a  good  spur  to 
me  to  think  on  it.^ — My  lords  and  gendcnteo, 
thus  far  assure  yourselves,  I  will  go  chearfoUy 
about  it,  to  prepare  all  things  possible  for  it; 
and  as  you  have  given  me  the  means^  so  wiU  1 
employ  tliera  toward  it. — In  the  next  degree^ 
I  hope  you  will  think  of  me;  but  that  I  ^vt 
to  your  own  counsel  and  consideration :  but,  I 
protest  to  God,  a  penny  of  this  money  shall  not 
be  bestowed-  but  upon  this  work,  and  bj  your 
own  committees:  and,  I  assure  myself,  3fou  will 
think  of  me  for  a  double  reason,  my  Customs 
are  likely  to  fall,  by  occanon  of  the  war,  and 
my  Charges  increase ;  but,  undertaking  the  war, 
I  must  go  thro*  with  it  one  way  or  otbes,  tho*. 
I  sell  if»y  jewels  and  all.  In  the  nest  ae8«oo 
you  will  consider  how  this  hath  been  hoshaaded^ 
and,  according  to  that,  think  what  is  n\ext  to  be 
done ;  and  it  will  spur  you  the  more  to  enable 
me  for  the  rest,  whereof  I  speak  to  you  before. 
I  will  clear  you  in  some  thintss  (for  I  will  not 
deal  with  you  in  any  thing  but  fairly  and  -dearly 
as  a  king):  tho'  I  hAvo  broken  the  aecks.of 
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three  jparKaments,  one  after  another,  I  hope 
that,  in  this  pari,  you  shall  be  so  resolved  of  the 
^ncerity  of  my  lieaf t,  'and  vf  your  duties  and 
ttffbctions,  that  this  shall  be  a  happy-  pari,  and 
make  me  greater  and  happier  tliao  any  king  of 
England  ever  was, — In  my.  last  speech  I  pro* 
toiwd  you,  that  if  I  accepted  your  ofierj  I  would 
follow  your  advice,  andwoold  not<after  hearken 
to  any  treat?  of  f)eace,  without  first  acquaint* 
in^  you,  and  requiring  your  advice ;  and  1  like- 
wise promised  nothing  should  bo  spe^t  o(  your 
ittonies  but  by  your  o^n  commnteee:  but  I 
desire  you  to  understand*  that  I  must  have  a 
faithful  and  secret  Council  of  War,  that  must 
iiot  be  ordered  b^  a  multitude,  (for  so  my 
designs  may  be  discovered  before-hand)  and 
«ne  penny  of  this  mdney  shall  not  be  bestowed 
but  in  sight  of  your  own  committees.  But 
where  I  sAatlsend  ^0,000l.  orlO,OOOl.  whether 
by  seay  or  land,  east  or  west,  by  diversion,  or 
•therwise,  by  invasion  upon  the  Bavurfan  or 
emperor,  you  must  leave  that  to  your  king. — 
Assure  yourselves  mj  delay  hitherto  was  upon 
hope  to  have  gotten  it  without  a  War.  I  held  it 
by  a  hair,  hoping  to  hkve  gotten  it  by  a  treaty; 
but,  since  I  see  no  certainty  that  way,  I  hope 
^lat  Odd,  who  h^th  put  it  into  your  hearts  thus 
to  advise  me,  and  into  myheart  to  follow  your 
Advice,  will  so  bless  it,  that  I  shall  dear  my 
fcpulation  from  obloquy  ;'Und,  in  despight  of 
the-  devil  and  all  his  lustruments,  shew  that  I 
iMVer  had  but  an-  honest  heatt :  and  I  desire  that 
God  would  Wess  Our  lat)OUrS  for  the  happy 
lestitution  of  my  children ;  and  whosoever  did 
Ifce  wrong,  I  deserved  better  at* their  hands."' 
The  £erd$  desire  a  Confhrdnte  in  regard 
to  the  Sn)ppli/.]  April  1.  l^he  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham informed  the  house,  **  That  he  had  been 
to  take  a  view  of  the  Navy,  ilceording  to  his 
place  of  high  admiral.  He  told  them  like^vi^e 
that  he  had  certain  information  from  abroitd, 
that  the  king  of  Spain  had  tlicn  in  readiness  a 
far  greater  and  stronger  navy  than  that  kt  1588 : 
that,  at  Dunkirk,  he  had  already  built  100 
flat  bottoms:  tliat  they  had  taken  many  of  oar 
men  upon  our  owii  shores,  and  out  of  our 
own  harbours:  Therefore  he  moved,  **  That 
since  the  two  houses  had  agreed  to  grve  a 
Supply  to  the  assistance  of  this  great  business 
in  hand,  tho*  the  grant  thereof  be^  not*  yet 
passed  into  an  act,  that  the  same  may  be  so 
handled  as  to  be  useful;. which  will  not  be,  if 
the  time  be  now  neglected,  or  this  month  and 
the  next  overslipp'd :  wherefore  the  dtlike 
fiirther  moved,  That  a  meeting  might  be 
instantly  prayed  with  the  commons  to  prof>ose 
to  them,  that  certain  monied  men  miglit  be 
•  dealt  with,  to  disburse  such  a  sum  as  was  re- 
.  qoisite  for  the  present  use,  the  repayment  of 
which  to  be  secured  by  pari,  out  of  the  Subsi- 
dies intended  in  the  grant,  according  to  what 
had  been  heretofore  done  in  the  like  cases. 
Concluding,  That  he  doubted  not  but  some 
would  be  found  to  disburse  the  same  upon  that 
security."  A  message  was  immediateiy  dis- 
patched to  the  Commons  to  inform  them,  That 
the  honh  had  a  business  of  importance  to 


oomzmmicate  to'them,  and  therefore  desired  a 
speedy  ci^nfsrenicie. .  Their  Answer  was,  '1  hat 
they 'Would  attend  theie  4ordship8  pleasure.—* 
The  d<mjmkiee  of  Jjoids  being  reiorn'd  fiora 
the  conference,  the  house  received  a -message 
from  tlic  commons,  importing,  "  That  they  had 
ttiken  the  proposition  mado  to  them,  at  the 
last  meeting,  4nto^ serious  consideration;  but^ 
because  many  of  their  members  were  not  yet 
come  to  town,  and  the  matter  is  of  such  im* 
portnnce,  they  have  deferred,  for  a  tiaie,  to 
come  to  a  resolution ;  but,  as  soon  as  potMbly 
tiiey  could,  they  would  attend  their  lordsliipft 
with  their  Answer.*' 

Conduct  <vf  the  Lord  Treamrtr^  M'tddietet^ 
aspersed,']  April  9.  The  abp.  of  Canterbury 
reported,  Thtit,  in  a  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  Stores  and  Ammunitions  of  War, 
some  speeclies  had  past,  the  day  before,  which 
concerned  the  honour  of  a  Lord  of  that  House; 
and  that  the  said  lord  desired  examinations 
might  be  taken,  upon  oath,for  the  clearing  there- 
of; Whereupoft  the  house  ordered.  That  a 
subcommittee  should  be  coustituted  to  tako 
•  such  examinations,  and  the  witnesses  to  bft 
sworn  in  court.  Also,  That  the  following  oP. 
ficers  of  the  crown  should  be  sent  for,  to  b«L 
e)mmined  on  oath,  relating  to  tliis  alfair,  viz, 
sir  Edw.  Wardour,  derk  of  the  pells,  sir  Rob. 
P^,  sir  Tho.  Mounson,  sir  Tho.  Dnllison,  sir 
Rd.  Morrison,  sir  John  Keyes,  sir  A.  Ingram, 
^r  Tho.  Cook,  sir  Tho.  Morris,  clerk  of  tho 
oiifnance,  and  sir  John  Male. 
'  Tke  CcfrMiwftt  prdpose  a  PetUwi  againtt  Rc" 
cHsants.]  April  3.  The  Lords  received  a  Mes- 
sage from  the -Commons,  to  this  effect,  "That 
tliey  desired  a  conference  with  their  lordsljips 
about  a  Petition  they  had  drawn  up  to  be  pre- 
sented to  his  maj.  touching  Popish  Recusants, 
to  which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of  that 
house."  Hereupon  a  committee  was  appointed, 
and,  being  returned,  the  Petition  was  read  to 
the  whole  house ;  but  their  lordships  took  time 
to  consider  of  it,  before  they  would  come  to 
any  resolution  about  it. 

•April  4.  Tins  business  was  resumed ;  and, 
to  the  end  the  Lords  might  more  freely  debate 
the  matter,  the  house  wus  adjourned  ad  libi- 
tum, the  lord  keeper  removing  to  his  due 
place,  on  the  earls  bench  t  and  the  pre&ce  to 
the  Petition  being  again  road,  the  Lords  de- 
bated. Whether  a  short  induction  was  not  fitter 
to  be  used,  that  the  reasons  for  the  Petition 
might  be  a  part  by  itself,  and  hot  delivered  at 
all,  unless  his  tnaj.  demanded  che«same,  as  vpas 
delivered  in  the  Advicfe  to*the  king,  the  dtivof 
March  last,  to  dissolve  tho  two  Treaties.  The . 
other  parts  of  the  Petition  being  also  read,  it 
was  debated.  Whether  any  more  was  requisite 
to  be  desired  of  his  maj.  tlum  the  execution  of 
th^  laws  now  in  force  against  Recu^smts,  lest 
itshould  be  noised  they  were  beginning  a  per*, 
secution ;  but  they  cftiiie  to  no  resolution  about 
it  at  this  time,  only  agreed  to  defer  the  forther 
consideration  of  it  till  next  day.  The  Petition 
itself,  as  drawn  up  by  the  Commons^  follows  \a 
these  words i 
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"  May  it  please  your  most  Excellent  Ma- 
jesty, We  vonr  nutj.  s  most  humble  and  Idyal 
subjects,  tfie  lon^  and  commons  in  this  pre- 
sent pari,  assembled^  having,  to  our  tiogular 
coQiforty  received  your  pnocely  resolution, 
upon  our  humble  petition,  to  dissolve  the  two 
Treaties  of  die  ^atch  and  of  the  Palatinate; 
and  haTittg,  on  our  parts,  with  all  alacrity  and 
readiness,  humbly  onered  our  aMistancc  to  your 
maj.  to  maintain  the  ^ar  which  may  ensue 
thereupon :  yet,  withal,  sensibly  finding  what 
seditious  and  traiterous  positions  those  incen- 
diaries of  Rome,  and  professed  engines  of 
Spain,  Uie  priests  and  Jesuits,  infuse  into  vour 
patural-born  suhierts;  what  numbers  tliey  have 
seduced,  and  do  daily  seduce,  to  make  their 
depend ance  on  the  pope  of  Rome  and  king 
of  Spain,  contrary  to  their  allegimice  to  your 
maj.  their  liege  lord;  what  dailv  resort  of 
priests  and  je:>uits  into  your  kingdoms ;  what 
concourse  ot  Fopisb  recusants,  much  more  than 
usual,  is  now  iu  and  about  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  what  boldness,  yea,  what  insolency  tliey 
have  discovered  out  of  the  opinion  coneeive<l 
of  their  foreign  patronage:  what  public  resort 
to  masses,  and  otlier  exercises  of  tlie  Popish 
religions,  in  tlie  lK)u8es  of  foreign  ambassadors 
there  is  daily,  to  the  great  grief  and  oiFence  of 
your  good  subjects ;  wlmt  great  preparations 
are  made  in  Spain,  lit  for  an  invasion,  the  bent, 
wliereof  is  as  probable  to  be  upon  some  part 
of  your  miy.V  dominions  as  upon  any  other 
place ;  what  encouragement  tlrnt  may  be  to 
your  enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  your  crown, 
to  have  a  party,  or  but  the  opinion  of  a  party, 
within  your  kingdoms,  who  daily  increase  aud 
combine  themselves  togetlier  for  that  purpose ; 
what  disheartening  of  your  good  and  loving 
subjects,  when  tlicy  shall  see  more  cause  of 
tear  from  their  iauc  hearted  countrymen  at 
home,  than  from  their  professed  adversaries 
abroad;  what  apparent  dangers,  by  God's 
providence  and  your  maj/s  wisdom  and  Bood- 
ness,  they  have  very  lately  escaped,  which  the 
lon*^cr  continuance  upon  these  Treaties,  upon 
fUcS  unfitting  conditions,  fomented  by  your 
own  ill-affected  subjects,  would  surely  have 
drawn  upon  your  maj.  and  your  state ;  do,in  nil 
humbleness,  offer  uiito  jrour  sacred  maj.  these 
their  humble  petitions  following : — ''  I.  That 
all  Jesuits  and  geroinnry  priests,  and  all  others, 
having  taken  orders  by  any  authority  derived 
from  the  sec  of  Rome,  may^  by  your  naaj.'s 
proclamation,  be  commanded  forthwith  to 
depart  out  of  this  realm,  and  all  other  your 
highncss's  dominions;  And  neither  they,  nor 
any  other,  to  ratimi  or  come  hither  again, 
upon  peril  of  the  severest  penalties  of  the  laws 
now  in  force  against  them;  and  that  all  vour 
mnj.'s  subjects  may  hereby  also  be  admo- 
nished nbt  to  receive,  entertain,  comfort,  or 
conceal  any  of  that  viperous  brood,  upon  pe- 
nalties and  forfeitures,  which,  by  the  laws, 
may  be  imposed  upon  them. — II.  That  your 
mai.  would  be  pleased  to  give  streight  and 
speedy  charge  to  the  justices  of  peace  in  all 
parts  of  this  kingdom,  that  (accordmg  to  the 


kws  in  that  bdialf  made,  and  the  orders  tmkem 
by  your  miy.'s  privy  council  heretofore  for 
policy  of  state)  they  do  take  fron  all  Popish 
recusants,  legally   convicted,    or  jostly  sus- 
pected, all  such  armour,  gyopoiyder^  aad  nm- 
nttion  of  any  kind,- as  any  of  thesn  hare  either 
in  their  own  hands,  or  in  the  handa  of  any  ecber 
for  them,  and  to  see  the  same  lately  kepi  and 
disposed  according  to   the   law,  leaviog  §m 
the  necesKury  defence  of  their  hooae  and  per- 
sons, to  much  as  by  the  law  is  prescribedw — 
IIL  That  your  miy.  will  please  to  command 
all  Popish  recusants,  and  all  others,  wbo,  by 
aay  )aw  or  statute,  are  prohibited  to  coiae  t» 
the  king's  court,  forthwith,  onder  pain  of  year 
heavy  displeasure,  and  severe  cxeputioB  of 
your  laws  against  themy  to  retire  Cliemselvesy 
then*  wives,  and  fomilies,  ftrnn  or  about  Loo- 
don,  to  their  several  dwellings,  or  places,  by 
your  laws  apnointed ;  and  there  to  vemain  coa- 
nnod  within  nve  nulet  of  their  dwell  ing-|i]aoc^ 
according  to  the  laws  of  this  your  realm  :  and, 
for  that  purpose,  to  dischaiy  all  bypastlioencea 
granted  unto  them  for  their  repair  thither ;  and 
that  they  presume  not  any  tune  hereafter  to 
repair  to  London,  or  within  ten  miles  of  Lon- 
don, or  to  the  king's  court,  or  to  the  prince's 
court  wheresoever. — IV.  That  yoor  waa^c^ 
would  forbid  and  rettrain  the  great  resoct  and 
concourse  of  your  own  subjects,  for  the  beaiinc 
of  mass,  or  other  eierdses  of  the  Romish  reli- 
gion, to  the  houses  of  foreign  amhassadoca,  or 
agents,  residing  here,  for  the  service  of  their  se- 
veral princes  or  states. — ^V..  That  where  of  late, 
in  several  counties  in  tliis  reahn^  some  have 
been  trusted  in  places  of  lord  UcatenantSy  de- 
puty-lieutenants, oommissiono^  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  justices  of  peace,  and  captains  of 
their  countries,  which  are  either  Popish  recu- 
sants or  non-communicants,  by  the  space  of  a 
year  last  past,  or  which  do  not  usualiy  resort 
to  the  church  to  divine  service,  and  can  brioc 
no  ipKMl  certiAcate  thereof,  that  your  ma|. 
would  be  pleased  to  dischai^c  them  irom  these 
places  of  trust,  by  which  they  have  that  power 
in  the  country  where  they  live,  as  is  not  fit  to 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  persons  so  affected. — 
V  I.  That  your  maj.  would  be  pleased,  gene- 
rally, to  put  the  iatvs  in  due  execution,  which 
are  made,  and  stand  in  force  against  Popish 
recusants;  and  that  all  your  judges,  justices,  and 
ministers  of  justice,  to  whose  care  tliese  thing<i 
are  committed,  may,  by  your  m^.'s  proclama- 
tion, be  commanded  to  do  their  duty  tlicrein, — 
VII.  That,  seeing  we  are  thus  happily  delivered 
from  that  danger  which  these  treaties,  now 
dissolved,  and  that  use  which  your  ilUuffected 
subjects  made  thereof,  would  certainly  hare 
drawn  upon  us ;  and  cannot  but  foresee  and 
fear  lest  the  like  may   hereafter  liappeu,  and 
inevitably  bring  sucli  peril  to  your  maj.'s  ^ng- 
doms;  we  are  most  humble  suiton>  to  your 
gracious  maj.  to  secure  the  hearts  of  your  lood 
subjects  by  the  engagement  of  your  royal  \  ord 
unto  them,  that,  upon  no  occasion  of marr.;  gt 
or  treaty,  or  other  request  u\  thut  bchalt'  from 
any  foreigu  prince  or  state  whatsoever^  yon 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1409]  ^PAItL.  HISTORY,  25  James  I.  1624.— -Pe^ifion  of  both  Hottses  againxt  Jesuits*  [UIO 


will  take  off  or  slacken  the  execution  of  your 
laws  against  Popish  recusants. — ^To  which  our 
liarabie  petitious,  proceeding  from  our  most 
lojral  and  dutiful  affections  toward  your  maj. 
our  care  of  our  country's  good,  and  our  conti- 
dent  persuasion  that  this  will  much  advance 
tlic  glory  of  Almighty  God,, the  everlasitinii;  ho- 
nour of  your  maj.  the  safety  of  your  kingdom, 
aad  the  encouragement  of  all  your  good  sub- 
j,ects,  we  do  mobt  humbly  beseech. your  maj. 
to  vouchsafe  a  gracious  Ansv\er." 

Tkc  Lord  Trtasurer,  Middiesex,  complains 
qfa  Plot  against  him  J]  It  now  appears  who 
the  noble  lord  was  whose  conduct  whs  objected 
to  in  yesterday's  proceedings ;  for,  some  orders 
bieing  made  this  day,  relating  to  the  sittings  of 
the  committee  on  Munitions,  Stores,  &c.  we 
are  told,  by  the  Journal,  that  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer stood  up  and  said,  **  That  he  would  de- 
sicc  no  favour  but  expedition;  and,  when  they 
had  done,  his  lordship  would  shew  a  d.mc;erou^ 
|fl^  conspiracy  and  combination  against  him ; 
wfoicb,  if  it  was  sut^ered,  no  man  would  be  in 
safety  in  his  place." 

The  joint  Petition  of  both  Houses  for  Exe- 
tution  of  the  Ijoivs  against  Jesuits,  ^c] — 
April  6.  The  lords  and  commons,  after  many 
conferences  aboot  it,  at  length  agreed  upon  the 
following  Petition  instead  of  the  former  one : 
**  May  It  please  your  most  excellent  maj.  It 
having  pleased  your  maj.  upon  our  humble  suit 
und  advice,  to  dissolve  both  the  Treaties,  to  our 
great  joy  ani  comfort,  we,  the  lords  and  com- 
mons assembled  in  pari,  do,  in  all  humbleness, 
offer  to  your  sacred  mnjl  th^  two  Petition?  fol- 
lowing: 1st,  That  for  the  more  safety  of  your 
realms,  and  better  keeping  of  your  subjects  in 
their  due  obedience,  and  other  important  rea- 
sons of  state,  your  maj,  will  be  pleased,  by 
by  some  such  course  as  your  maj.  shall  think 
fit,  to  give  present  order.  That  all  the  laws  be 
pnt  in  due  execution,  that  have  been  made, 
and  do  stand  in  force  against  Jesuits  and  semi- 
nary Priests,  and  all  others  that  have  taken  or^ 
ders  by  authority  derived  from  the  see  of 
Rome,  and  generally  against  all  Popish  Recu- 
sants ;  and  as  for  disarming  them,  that  it  may 
be  according  to  the  laws,  and  according  to 
£>rmer  acts  and  directions  of  state  in  the 
like  case:  and  yet,  tlifit  it  may  appear  to 
all  the  world,  the  favour  and  clemency  yout> 
majesty  4iseth  towards  all  your  subjects,  of 
^•hat  conditino  soever;  And  to  the  intent  the 
Jesuits  and  priests,  now  in  the  realm,  may 
not  preteifd  to  be  surprized,  that  a  speedy 
and  certain  day  may  be  pretixcd  by  your  maj .4 
proclamation,  before  which  day  they  shall  de- 
part out  of  your  realm,  and  all  other  your  higb- 
4iess'8  doftiiuions;  and  neither  they  nor  any 
other,  to  return  or  come  hitherngain,  upon  the 
severest  penalties  of  the  laws  now  in  force 
against  them ;  and  that  all  your  roaj.'s  subject? 
may  be  thereby  also  admonished  not  to  receive, 
entertain,  comfort,  or  conceal  any  of  them, 
4ipon  the  penalties  and  forCsitures  which,  by 
the  laws,  may  be  imposed  upon  them:  2nd, 
Seeing  we  are  thus  happily  dehy^red  from  that 
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danger,  whicli  ttiese  Treaties,  now  dissolved^ 
and  that  use  which  your  lil-afibcted  subjects' 
made  thereof,  would  certainly  have  drawn 
upon  us;  and  yet  caimot  but  foresee  and  fear, 
least  the  like  may  hereafter  happen,  which  will 
inevitably  bring  such  perils  into  your  maj/s 
kingdoms,  we  are  most  humble  suitors  to  your 
gracious  maj.  to  secure  the  hearts  of  your  good 
subjects,  by  the  engagement  of  your  royal 
word  unto  them,  That,  upon  no  occasioo  oi 
marriage,  (^  treaty,  or  other  requisite  m  that 
behalf,  from  any  foreign  prince  or  state  what- 
soever, you  will  take  away  or  slacken  the  ese* 
cution  of  your  laws  against  Jesuits,  priests,  and 
popish  recusants.  To  which  our  humble  I^e- 
titions,  we  do  most  humbly  beseech  your  maj* 
to  vouchsafe  a  gracious  Answer." 

The  King's  J/isiz'f r.]  This  second  Petition 
was  presented  to  the  kmg  by  a  committee  of 
both  houses,  on  tlie  Sdrd  of  April ;  fuid,  the 
next  day,  the  abp.  of  Canterbnry  reported  to 
tlie  Lords ;  That,  after  his  mf^.  had  heard  the 
same  read,  he  gave  the  following  most  gracious 
Answer : 

**  My  lords  and  gentlemen ;  Although  I  can* 
not  but  commend  your  seal  in  offering  this  Pe* 
tition  to  me ;  vet,  on  the  other  side,  I  cannot 
but  hold  myself  unfortunate,  that  I  should  be 
thought  to  need  a  spur  to  do  that  which  nj 
conscience  and  duty  binds  me  unto.  What  re> 
ligiun  I  am  of,  my  books  do  declare,  my  profieA- 
sion  and  behaviour  doth  sliew ;  and,  I  hope  in 
God,  I  shall  never  live  to  be  thought  other* 
wise ;  sure  I  am  I  shall  never  deserve  it :  and^ 
for  my  part,  I  wish  it  may  be  written  in  maV" 
ble  and  remain  to  posterity  as  a  mark  upon 
roe,  when  I  shall  swerve  from  my  religion ;  for 
he  that  doth  dissemble  with  God  is  not  to  be 
trusted  of  men. — My  lords,  for  my  part,  1  pro»- 
test  before  God,  that  my  heart  hath  bled  whee 
I  have  hcarrl  of  the  increase  of  Popery :.  God 
is  my  judge,  it  hath  been  such  a  great  grief  to 
me,  that  it  hath  been  as  thorns  in  my  eyes,  and 
pricks  in  my  sides;  and  so  far  I  have  been,  and 
shall  be -from  turning  any  other  way.  And, 
my  lords  and  gentl.  you  shall  be  my  confessors, 
that  if  I  knew  one  way  better  than  another  to 
hinder  the  growth  of  Popery,  I  would  take  it; 
for,  knowing  what  I  do,  and  being  persuaded 
what  I  am,  I  could  not  be  an  honest  jnan  and 
do  otherwise.  And  this  I  may  say  further.  That 
if  I  be  not  a  ma^yr,  I  am  sure  I  am  a  con* 
fessor :  and,  in  some  sense,  I  may  be  called  a 
martyr,  as,  in  scripture,  Isaac  was  persecuted 
by  Itthmuel  by  mocking  words ;  for  never  king 
suflPered  more  by  ill  tongues  than  I  have  ^one, 
and,  I  am  sore,  for  no  cause ;  yet  I  have  been 
far  from  persecution,  for  I  have  ever  thought 
that  no  way  more  encreosed  any  religion  than 
persecution,  according  to  that  saying,  ?  sanguis 
martyrum  est  semen  ccclesiae.' — Now,  my  lords 
and  gent.  I  will  not  only  grant  the  substance 
I  of  what  yon  cravc^  but  add  somewhat  more  of 
I  my  own ;  for  the  two  Treaties  being  already 
I  annulled,  as  I  have  declared  them  to  be,  it  ne* 
cessarily  foUewsof  itself  that  which  you  desire; 
I  and  therefore  it  needs  no  aiore^  but  that  I  do 
4X 


Digitized  by  LjO.OQI^ 


I]      FAR/L.  HISTORY,  32  James  I.  i6U.--Procteding$  on  the  Impeachment  of      [141 J 

they  yesterday  sent  to  desire  a  conferencA 
witii  them,  for  the  better  accommodating  the 
bill  of  Monopolies,  to  be  this  morning  at  ninc^ 
which  their  house  intended  to  have  done  ac-* 
cordiiigly:  but,  that  now  a  great  and  weighty 
Affair^  as  ever  yet  came  before  thein,  inter- 
vening; and  many  oF  their  committee  being 
emploved  in  the  examination  and  enquiry 
thereof,  who  were  formerly  appointed  to  at- 
attend  thtir  lordships  at  this  conference,  they 
humbly  dc^i^e  to  be  spared  at  this  time,  and 
they  will  attend  at  any  other  which  their  lord- 
ships  shall  appoint." 

April  9.  The  Lords  being  reminded  of  the 
words  used  by  the  Lord  Treasurer,  April  5.  of 
**  a  dangerous  plot,  conspiracy,  and  combination 
against  him;"  and  because  the  words  were 
doubtful  and  generally  spoken,  his  lordship  was 
required  to  name  the  parties  that  had  so  con^ 
spired  against  him ;  for,  otherwise,  an  imputa- 
tion might  rest  upon  that  house,  or  some  of  the 
members,  there  being,  at  that  time,  a  Co#* 
niittce  on  Munitions,  &c.  who  had  taken  dive» 
Exaroinfttions  concerning  his  lordship  as  lord 
treasurcr.^-Whercupon  liis  Idp.  cleared  tht 
house,  absolutely,  from  any  combination  a- 
gainst  him ;  and  further  protested,  that  at  that 
time,  he  did  not  name  or  mean  any  member 
of  that  house. 

April  12th.  A  message  came  from  the  Com-* 
roons  in  order  to  put  otT  the  intended  conference 
again;  because  they  said.  That  a  lord  of  that 
house  hod  desired  to  be  heard,  by  his  counsel, 
in.  theirs  in  the  afternoon;  which  they  had 
yielded  to.  On  this  a  motion  was  made  to 
consider,  that  it  might  trench  deep  into  their 
privileges,  for  a  loi5  of  that  hoUsc  to  answer 
an  accusation  in  the  house  of  commons,  either 
by  his  counsel,  or  by  sending  his  answer  in 
writing.  Bur,  upon  the  humble  request  of  the 
lord  treasurer,  the  house  gave  him  leav«  to 
send  his  Answer  to  the  complaint  of  the  Com* 
raons  if  he  pleased.  However,  an  order  was 
made,  <*  That  no  lord  of  that  house  shall 
hereafter  without  licence,  answer  any  com- 
plaint in  the  house  of  commons,  either  in  per- 
son or  by  his  counseL"  Then  the  abp.  of 
Canterbury  reported,  That  a  committee  being 
appointed  to  consider  of  the  Stores,  Munitions^ 
^c.  somewhat  had  happened  in  their  examina- 
tion thereof,  which  touched  the  lionour  of  the 
lord  treasurer.  Whereupon  the  said  lord 
desired,  that  the  utmost  truth  thereof  might  be 
enquired  into.  Accordingly  witnesses  had  beee 
sworn  l>ere,  and  a  9ub*commitiee  appointed  to 
take  their  examinations ;  whieh,  being  reduced 
into  writing,  his  grace  delivered  to  be  read* 
But,  before  that  was  done,  tlje  Lord  Keeper 
signified  to  the  house  that  he  liad  received  % 
Petition  from  sir  Tho*  Uallisoii,  delivered 
unto  him  by  a  member  of  tliis  house,  whe- 
desircd  it  might  be  read  before  the  said  Re- 
port. Which  Petition  was  addressed.  "Te 
the  right  hon.  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
in  parliament  a^embied/'  and  r|in  in  these 
words ; 


larc,  by  proclamation,  which  I  am  ready  to 
that  all  Jesuits  and  priests  do  depart  by  a 
;  but  it  cannot  be,  as  you  desire,  by  our 
clamation,  to  be  out  of^all  my  dominions; 
a  proclamation  here  extends  but  to  this  k-ing- 
(1.  Tliis  I  will  do,* and  more ;  I  will  command 
my  judges/  whtn  they  go  their  circuits,  to 
p  the  same  courses,  for  putting  all  t  ha  laws  in 
curion  against  Recusants,  us  they  were 
\t  to  do  before  the^e  Treaties;  for  the  laws 
still  in  force,  and  were  never  disocused  with 
me:  God  is  my  judge,  they  were  never  so 
mded  by  me;  but,  as  1  told  you  in  the 
inning  of  the  pari,  you  nmst  give  me  leave, 
L  good  horseman,  sometimes  to  use  the  reins, 
I  not  always  to  use  the  spurs :  So  now  there 
ds  nothing  but  my  Declaration;  and,  for 
disarhiing  of  them,  tliat  is  already  provided 
by  the  laws,  and  shall  be  done  as  you 
ire:  and  more,  I  will  take  order  for  the 
meful  disorder  of  the  resorting  of  my  sub- 
s  to  all  foreign  fimbassadors :  for  this  I  will 
ise  with  my  council  how  it  may  be  best  re- 
ncd :  it  is  true  that  the  houses  of  ambassa- 
s  are  privileged  places;  and  tho*  they  cannot 
e  them  out  of  their  houses,  yet  the  lord 
l^or  and  ror.  Recorder  of  London  may  take 
\e  of  them  as  they  come  from  thence,  and 
ie  thrm  examples^  Another  point  I  will  add 
eerning  the  education  of  their  children ;  of 
ch  I  hove  had  a  principal  care,  as  my  lord  of 
iterbury,  and  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
rr  lords  of  my  council,  and,  indeed,  all  mv 
ncil,  can  bear  me  witness,  with  wliora  1 
e  advised  about  this  business ;  for,  in  good 
h,  it  is  a  shame  their  children  sliould  be 
d  here,  as  if  they  were  brought  up  in  Madrid 
t  Rome,  so  1  do  grant  not  only  your  desire, 
more^  I  am  sorry  I  was  not  the  finti  mover 
t  to  you ;  but  had  you  not  done  it,  I  would 
e  done  it  myself. — 'No\t,  for  the  second 
t  of  your  Petition,  you  have  here  given  me 
best  advice  in  the  world;  for  it  is  against 
rule  of  wisdom  that  a  king  sliould  suffer 
of  his  subjects  to  be  holding  and  depend* 
on  any  other  prince  thm  himself;  for  what 
li  any  king  to  do  with  the  laws  and  wh*- 
5  of  another  kingdom?  tlicrefiire  assure  your- 
es,  tlmt,  by^tlie  irracc  of  God,  I  will  be 
!;fui  that  no  such  conditions  be  foisted 
ipon  any  other  treaty  whatsoever;  for  it  is 
my  subjects  should  staud  or  lall  by  their 
I  laws'' 

3CEtDINCS  ON    THE  ImPEACHMF^T   Of    TU£ 

LoiiD  TrcasuivER,  Middlesex. 
Ve  now  enter  upon  an  atfaii*  of  a  very  ex- 
ifdinary  nature,  wherein  ione  of  the  prin- 
d  otiicers  of  the  crown  was  charged  with 
1  crimes  and  mii^kmeanors.  Ihe  whole 
iiu  proceedings  on  this  important  Trial  are 
served  at  length  in  die  3.rd  vokimc  of  the 
ds  Journals,  from  which  we  liave  made  the 
iwiug  faithful  abridgment: 
^pril  B.  1  he  Lords  received  from  the  Conv- 
ob,  the  followi()g.mest»ge:   Tiiat  whewos 
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^  The  humW* 
son  of  sir  li 
deceased. 

«Wberea*tli 
tcoroinittee  of 
lands  of  his  saiv 
my  lord  ireasun 
couDt  gixen  to  ; 
1  scrivener,  on  I 
or  tbereabouts, 
trcuurcrfor  the 
Dow,<brtliatthii 
ibrcedout  of  tli 
ivery  small  in: 
eiteat;  and  is 
krdships  that  tl 
ibaa  half  the  s 
money  or  motit 
bj  his  lordship 
»T  of  for  groa 
(K^ht,  in  al  c 
comjwunding  hi 
that  should  atr 
fcjtaic:  he  ra«> 
to  stay  tlie  Rep 
copy  of  the  ace; 
the  lords  of  the 
tioner  may  be  i 
ceptioiii  thercu 
o^ihr  commit  tc 
Daliison." 

A  DUDiion  wa 
of  the  house,  tl 
*l>pn  the  Ren 
c^iJcerns  his  lu) 
^'M  be  presc 
*^n  tlie  same 
r^cn  the  niti 
^  t»»c  verba : 

"The  State 
Sub-Coiuir 

*|  On  the  Q8t 

^^  ^^  direc 

J^lrcasurei 

^  ^^  th 
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^  The  humble  Petition  of  sir  Tho.  Dnllison, 
son  of  sir  lloger  Daliison,  knt.  and  bart. 
deceased. 

**  Whereas  there  was  an  Examination,  before 
a  committee  of  voiir  honours,  concerninj;  the 
lands  of  his  saicl  father,  (Tompouudcd  for  with 
my  lord  treasurer;  whereupon  there  is  an  Ac- 
couut  given  to  your  lordslups,  by  one  Mayle, 
a  scrivener,  on  his  lordship's  behalf,  of '^6,0001. 
or  thereabouts,  to  be  given  by  rlie  said  lord 
treasurer  for  the  said  lands,  as  Mayle  reported ; 
now,  for  that  this  petitioner  and  his  mother  were 
forced  out  of  tlicir  estate  therein  by  his  idp.  for 
a  very  small  matter,  by  colour  of  his  maj/s 
extent ;  and  is  able  to  make  appear  to  your 
lordships  that  there  hath  not  been  much  more 
than  half  the  sum  of  2(5,0001.  really,  either  in 
money  or  money's  worth,  given  for  the  same 
by  his  lordship;  and  for  that  the  said  lands 
are  of  far  greater  value ;  and  this  petitioner 
ought,  in  a  I  equity,  to  have  the  benefit  of 
compounding  his  father's  debts,  and  the  bpncfit 
that  should  accrue  by  the  surplusage  of  the 
estate  :  he  most  humbly  dcsircih  your  honours 
to  stay  tlie  Report,  and  grant  your  petitioner  a 
copy  of  the  account  before  the  sa\ne  pass  from 
the  lords  of  the  committee;  and  that  your  peti- 
tioner may  be  allowed  to  make  sucli  ju^t  ex- 
'ceptions  thereunto,  as  to  tise  hnnoprabic  lords 
of  the  committee  shall  seem  reasonable. — Tlio. 
Dallison/' 

A  motion  was  made,  Whether  by  the  orders 
of  the  house,  the  lord  treasurer  mav  be  present 
when  the  Report  is  read  ;  hecaii-.e  the  b>unc 
concerns  his  ho r.our?*  ft  was  agreed.  That  he 
mi^ht  be  prescn',  at  the  fn-st  rcadinf;,  but  not 
"when  the  same  siiall  be  dotatod  by  tlie  house. 
-—Then  the  attorney  gCiieral  read  the  Report 
in  hsec  verba : 

"  The  State  of  tlie  Business  referred  to  the 
Sub-Committee  for  Munitions,  ^c* 

"  On  the  28th  of  May,  6  Jac,  1608,  n  privy- 
teal  was  directed  to  the  lord  treasurer  and 
under  treasurer  of  the  exchequer,  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  issuing  out  such  sums  of 
money,  not  exceeding  60001.  per  aun.  ns  by 
quarter-b6oks  should  appear  to  be  due  to  the 
office  of  Ordnance  for  Waives  or  Provisions. — 
The  allowance  was  duly  paid  until  the  1st  of 
April  1614;  but  iben,  or  shortly  after,  by  the 
default  of  sir  Roger  Dailison  and  the  oihcers 
of  the  exchequer,  sundry  payments  were -un- 
orderly  made,  whereby  the  olhce  was  unfur- 
nished ;  and  Dailison,  who  had  received  those 
moneys  and  not  employed  them  (^  he  ought, 
became  indebted  in  great  arrears  to  his  ma). 
— Upon  complaint  whereof,  in  Nov.  1617,  his 
maj.  made  a  reference  to  divers  lords  of  the 
council;  who,  io  Dec,  1617,  returi;ed  under 
their  hands  a  proposition  of  Supply,  estimated 
at  54,0781.  88.  8d.— In  February  1619,  his 
maj.'s  commission  was  awarded  to  the  com- 
missioners ibr  the  navy,  whereof  the  now  lord 
treasurer  was  one  of  the  chief,  to  survey  the 
Office  of  Ordnance :  and  they,  in  July  1620, 
^ade  a  Return  h«r9of  to  the  council;  with  their 


opinions  how   the  Magazines   might  he  fur- 
nished with  ti  present  sup;-ly  of  iS,640l,  14s.  2d.; 
how  the  ordinary  allowance  of  OOOOl.  per  ann. 
mic;ht  be  reduced  to  30001.  and  haw  by  cutting 
off  many  unnecessary  cluirges  and  other  means, 
his  maj.  might  have  yearly  near  10,0001.     And 
those  propositions  made  by  them,  in  Michael- 
mas term  1690,  received  allowance  from  the 
lords,  and,  at  last,   fiom  his  ma),  himself.. — In 
Dec.  1620,  the  lord  vise.  MandcVille  became 
Treasurer;    and,  in  May  16'^  1,  a   privy^scal 
was  drawn  by  the  otiiccrs  of  the  Ordnance, 
for  settling  the  said   iJOOOl.    yearly,  and  for 
payment  of  the  said  12,640).   14s.  2d.     But 
the  same,  being  considered  of  by  the  comniis* 
sioivers  of  the  navy,  was  rejected,  because  it 
swerved  from  their  propositions;  and  so,  the 
ford  Mandeville"^ leaving  the  trCasurership  about 
Michaelmas  1621,  nothing  was  done.     In  Oct. 
1621,  the  earl  of  Middlesex  became  lord  trea- 
surer, and  having  continued  in  that   place  3 
years  and  6  months,  in    all  that  time  none  of 
the  three  establishments,  viz.   that  of  6  Jac. 
by  the  dormant  privy-seal;  that  of  1617  by 
the  lords;  nor  thai  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy  in  1620,  have  been  observed ;  whereas,  ' 
if  that  of  tho  commissioners  of  the  navy  (being 
the  least  chargeable  to  his  uiaj.  and  in  which 
tb;-  lord  trea«^urer  himself  was  principal  agent,) 
bad   bepn  observed,  it  is  conceived,  that  the 
Stores  had  been  in  much  better  cas^,  and  a  . 
course  had  therein  been  §et  led  to  have  re- 
trenched  a  needless  chaj-ge  of  near  10,0001- 
per  ann.  as  atbresaid.-»— And  whereas,  in  April 
1621,  a  contract  was  made  with  mr.  Etclyn,  to 
serve  his  w^j.  yearly  with  80  lasts  of  Powder, 
at7d,  per  lb.  the  want  of  the  payment  of  about 
5001.  a  motitli,  hath  deprived  his  oiaj.  of  the 
benefit  of  that  contract ;  which,  for  20  months 
of  the  time  since  that  contract,  hath  been  for- 
bornforwairt  of  payment;  which20months  pro- 
portion, if  it  had  been  «;erved  in,  there  would 
have  been  in  store  at  this  presen    above  260 
lasts  of  Powder,  besides  60  lasts  of  Snlt-Pi*trc, 
which  would  have   made  80  la'^ts  of  Powder 
more  :  but,  by  the  want  of  due  payment,  not 
only  the  store  is  unfurnislied  of  so  considerable 
u  proportion,  but  his  maj.  it  is  conceived  fur» 
ther,  hath  lost  the  bene'it  of  3'd,  in  every  lb.  of 
80  lasts,  which  hath  been  sold  to  the  subject, 
amounting    to  40501.   or   thereabouts. — And 
whereas  it  was  intimated,  that  the  lord  trea- 
surer hath  made  other  payments,  less  importing* 
the  public,  to  the  said  Ottice  of  Ordnance  for 
old  arrears;  which  have  a  dependency  upon 
another  point  referred  to  the  sub-commitreerf, 
touching  the  lands  and  debts  of  sir  Rt^jer  Dai- 
lison :  h  appears  that  28  July   1621,  which 
was  about  2  months  before  the  earl  of  Middle- 
sex became  treajSurer,  he  made  an  agreement 
with  the  officers  of  the  Ordnancfe  for  buying 
their  extent  and  interest  in  the  lands  of  sir 
Roger  Dailison  and  sir  Tho.  Moun-on,  which 
they  had  by  assignment  from  his  majesty  for  a 
debt  of  13,0621.  and  thereby  his  Idp.  did  iigrec, 
so  soon  as  conveniently  he  might,  to  do  his 
btst  cadeavour  to  procure  from  hi|  maj.  a  (;e^ 
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tain  assigDm^nt  and  order  for  the  payq^ent  of 
the  sum  of  80001.  to  the  u»c  of  tlte  servants 
and  creditors  of, the  office  of  Ordnance,  before 
the  last  day  of  Nov.  next,  fur  and  towards  the 
j)ayment  and  clearing  of  all   such  sums    of 
money,  as,  by  the  pay  books  of  the  said  o£ce, 
fthould  appear  to  Ik^  due  unto  them,  over  and 
above  the  said  13,0621.  and  his  Id  p.  was,  before 
the  same  la^t  of  Nov.  to  pay  them  10621.  and, 
at  the  Annunciation,  in  the  year  1623,  5001. 
and   after\%ards,    5001.    half-yearly,   till    the 
13,0621.  ^ere  paid  :  but  his  Id^.  betore  the  pre- 
iixed  lau>t  of  Nov.  bccomiug  lord  treasurer,  did 
not  procure  any  such  order  or  assignment  from 
bis  maj. ;  but,  by  warrant  of  the  rirst-mentiooed 
dormant  privy-seal  of  6  Jac.  did.  in  the  tirst 
Michaelmas  term  after  he   became  treasurer, 
'  and  the  two  tenns  of  l'4ister  and  Michaelmas 
followii.g, (being  all  witliin  a  litile  more  than  u 
year  after  hi>  becoming  tre-.ojurer)  pay  to  them 
91311.  of  arrears  due  to  the  othce;  and  hath, 
at  other  times  sii>ce,  paid  lo  them  other  sums ; 
■which  mate  up  he  former  payment  of  19,0341. 
6s.  1  id.  whereof  wa^  paid  since  tlie  beginning 
«f  tnis  pari.  SiBOl.  lis.  1^     And  touching  the 
payment,  wnich,  by  the  aforesaid  agreement, 
*    his  Idp.  was  to  make  unto   ihcm  ot  iiis  own 
hioney,  it  appeareth  that,  upon  a  second  pay- 
ment, those  pa>raenls  due  frum   him  wcic  dis- 
ch':n'ged  ;  and,  in  iiuu  thereof,  his  Idp.  assigned 
to  them  his  part  in  the  petiy-tarms  ot  the  Wines 
and  Currants,    which    they  estimated   to  be 
■worth  for  tlie  first  two  years  100()1.  per  anu. 
mnd  for  7  years  after  14001.  per  anu.  and  odd 
pounds.     It  also   appeareth,   that  about  tt.e 
same  tinte  when  he  made  the  said  agreement 
•with  the  officers,  he  bargained  w  ith  sir  Tho. 
Mounson  for  his  estate  in  Dallison's  lauds ;  for 
which  he  agreed  to  give  him  30001.  in  money, 
the  making  of  six   baronets,  and  some  fit  suit 
from   his  maj«  when  sir  'I'ho.   could  find  it. 
This  30001.  was  duly  paid  by  his  Idp. ;  and 
then  it  was  agreed  that  the  baronets  were  not 
to  proceed,  but,  in  lieu  thereof,  his  Idp.  gave 
way  to  a  suit,  which  sir  Tho.  made  to  his  mnj. 
for  the  benetit  oi  compound.ng  with  the  copy- 
holders of  Wakefield,  for  reducing  their  fines 
to  a  certainty ;  which  his  Idp.  did  estimated 
SOOOl.  and  promised  him  further  recompence ; 
vet  sir  Tho.  Mounson  affirms,  He  had  neither 
lenefit  thereby,  nor  further  recompence. — In 
this    bargain,   nevertheless,   there    are  some 
.  things  favourable  for  the  lord  treasurer,  espe- 
cially two.     1st,  That,  by  this  bargain,  his 
maj.  is  freed  from  all  future  demands  from  the 
officers  of  the  Ordnance,  concerning  the  debt 
of  13,06:^1.  owing  by  Dallison  ;  which  his  mt^i. 
upon  the  assi^uig  those  extents,  had  cove- 
nanted to  satisfy,  in  ciisc  the  incumbrances 
should  hinder  them  of  satisfaction ;  and  this 
appeareth  to  be  true.     Sndly,  some  intimation 
hath  been,  than  this  bargain  was  no  bargain  of 
advantage,  but  <ii  loss  to  tlie  lord  treasurer ; 
,  and  therefore  not  probable  that  he  should  have 
undertaken,  hut  for  his  maj.'s  service,  and  the 
good  of  the  office.     And  touchmg  this  |XMnt,  it 
appears^  by  the  goo4  t^timony  of  sir  Tho. 


Dallison,  that,  before  the  troubles  of'lua  fitt^cr, 
the  lauds  and  leases  being  oTabout  60  ywars  to 
come,   bought   by  the    lord    troAsarer,    were 
rented  at   15001.    per  aun.   or    there&boou; 
whereof  the  lease-lands  are  about    30Ui.  per 
ann. :  and  that,  besides  the  recoon^oce  givca 
to  the  officers  of  Ordnance  and  sir  l*ho.  Mons- 
son,  there  is  allowed  to  him  and   liis  motber, 
tor  clearing  their  interests,  2001.   per  aiua.  for 
their  lives :  but  sir  Arthur  Ingram  odJeretfc  to 
lett  the  whole,  for  40  or  50  years,  or  any  other 
reasonable  time,  at  llOOl.  per  ann.    And  it  ao- 
pears,  by  the  testimony  of  him  and  mr.  3iayit 
that  the  lands  were  incumbered  with  an  •»- 
nnity  of  2001.  per  ann.  to  mr.  Beddiugtieki  fer 
life ;  for  which,  and  the  arrears,  about  12U0L 
hath  been  given,  by  way  of  com  uutation ;  aai 
with  1401.  to  mr.  Smith  for  life,  for  which,  and 
the  arrears,  hath  been  given,  by  way  of  composi- 
tion, about  the  value  of  8001.  and  with  au  as6«r- 
a'nce,  on  the  part  of  sir  R.  8mith  and  sir  J.  Da- 
vey,for  which  is  to  be  given  30001.  bebideamaaj 
other  incumbrmices  not  yet  brought  in.     B« 
the  certainty  thereof  appears  not,  nor  tlmt  aor 
of  them,  of  any  considerable  value,  are  prece- 
dent to  sir  Roger  Dallison's  becoming  odicer.' 

This  Report  bein§  read,  the  lord  treasurer 
put  the  house  in  mmd  of  the  inipuratioa  bid 
on  him  by  sir  Rub.  Pye,  some  lime  since, 
touching  the  extent  of  sir  Roger  Dalliioii's 
lands;  and  that  therein  they  had  desired  «ii- 
nessed  to  be  sworn  and  examined,  and  be 
hoped  he  had  t'uUy  satisfied  their  hjrdships  ia 
thaf  cause.  '  But,  as  for  any  other  matter  re- 
lating to  the  Ordnance,  Munitions,  &c.  tbey 
never  came  into  his  thoughts  as  yet,  what  Aa- 
swcr  to  make ;  wherefore  he  desired  he  nii^ 
have  a  copy  thereof,  inwriting,  with  liberty  to 
examine  his  witnesses,  and  lie  wcMild  an!»«er 
the  sajne  fully  in  writing.  He  also  dchired  thtt 
his  actions  might  not  be  examined  by  pieces 
but  totally  and  together ;  and  then  he  doobttd 
not  but  that  his  care,,  touching  the  8tore  fiw 
Mimitions,  &c.  would  appear  to  be  ssch  thic 
their  lordships  will  dear  his  honour  tbereia. 
This  being  said,  the  lord  treasurer  left  the 
house  whilst  tiie  matter  of  the  Report  ^wms  ia 
debate.  After  some  time  spent  therein,  h  «» 
agreed.  That  another  commiuee  should  be  i^ 
pointed  to  draw  up  the  Heads  of  a  Cb»e 
against  the  lord  treasurer,  Oat  of  a  brief  of  the 
last  Report,  and  Examinatioof  taken  by  tk 
fijrmer  committee. 

April  15.  -A  message  was  brought  fironi  tk 
Commons  to  d)is  efiect ;  <*  lliat  whereat  they 
bad  received  divers  and  sundry  compfauaii 
against  a  member  of  that  booae,  which  an  of 
a  high  and  grievous  nature,  they  desii>e  a  cte- 
ference  thereon  to  impart  the  same  (o  thw 
lordships.    This  Was  agreed  to  by  the  lords. 

Report  of  a  Conference  between  koik  Uo^uet  m 
a  Cotnpiaint  agaiu$t  the  Lord  lYeoiyrerJj  Ap.l^ 
The  Lord  Keeper  reported  tbe  said  conference 
held  the  day  before,  between  tha  two  Inmso, 
in  this  manner :  At  this  ^ooforonce,  tir  £da. 
Coke,  on  tbe  behalf  of  the  Coopmok,  -thewai 
<^  TlMt  in  their,  inqaiiitiofi  the  Comiaooi  W 
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rii^ci  with,  what  they  scarce  ever  found  before, 
manj  great  exorbitanciesand  heinous  offences, 
mgainst  a  member  of  tbis  hous«,  the  earl  of 
Miildiesex,  the  lord  treasurer;  and  they  found 
him  gailcy  after  m-  strange  manner ;  for,  in  all 
their  .bouse,  not  one  man  said  ^'  No,  hut  con- 


eth  not  the  king,  but  quite  deslroyeth  the 
I  trade ;  but  hereof  they  have  no  succc^. — ^Then 
they  p/cfer  a  bill  of  right  a^aiubt  the  kiu{ 
in  the  exchequer,  because  of  the  breach  of  co« 
venant :  but  to  this  they  could  o\)tain  no  au* 
swer  in  Michaehnas  teim.     The  king's  attoi^ 


eluded  against  him  nem.  con,** — Sir  £dw.  said  !  ncy  knew  well  enough  of  the  bill,  but  could 
fiirther,  "  The  house  had  appointed  him  to  ' 
present  3  Enormities  to  their  lordships,  mucii 
against  his  mind  ;  others  being  far  more  sufh- 
cient,  as  well  in  regard  of  his  great  years,  as  of 
other  accidents;  yet,  he  said,  he  would  do  it 
truly,  plainly  and  shortly.  There  were  two 
great  ofiences  in  general,  which  they  had  dis- 
tributed into  two  parts;  one  of  which  should 
be  represented  by  him,  and  the  other  by  his 
coUeaghe.  That  which  he  should  spe^k  to  was 
to  consist  of  two  charges.  The  1st,  gross  and 
sordid  Biibery.  The  2nd,  for  procuring' the 
good  Orders  of  the  Court  of  Wards  to  be  al- 
tered :  for  that  this  was  done  by  his  principal 
procurement,  to  the  deceit  of  the  kin^,  oppres- 
sion* of  the  subject,  and  the  enrichmg  of  his 
4>wn  servants.  He  would  begin  with  presenting 
to  their  lordships  the  Bribery.  Here  he 
craved  favour  if  be  should  seem  long  in  touch- 
ing some  circumstances ;  for  circumstances  to 
thmgs,  he  said,  were  like  shadows  to  pictures, 
to  set  thetn  out  in  fuller  representations ;  but 
herein  he  promised  to  observe  seriem  temporis. 


*'  The  6rst  Charge  against  the  Lord  Treasurer 
for  Bribery,  opened  by  Sir  Edw.  Coke. 

**  By  the  lord  treasurer's  privity  (for  it  con- 
cerned his  skill  properly  which  was  merchandise) 
m  lease  of  the  subsidy  and  imposts  of  the  French 
Wines,  was  lett  to  the  farmers  of  the  petty 
farm,  17  Jac.  at  44,0001.  yearly  rent,  and  for 
50,0001.  fine;  with  a  covenant  from  the  king, 
that  no  more  impost  should  be  laid  during 
their  lease ;  because  that  they  knew  that  the 
impost  would  overthrow  their  trade.  Yet  the 
fanners  were  not  content,  with  thb  covenant 
for  their  money  and-  their  trade,  (for  money  is 
their  plow,  and  trade  their  life)  they  desire  the 
addition  of  the  king's  word  for  this  covenant. 
Accordingly  they  bad  access  to  the  Icing,  and 
the  covenant  was  cou6rmed  and  repeated  by 
him,  *  verbo  regio,'  in  the  presence  of  the  lord 
treasurer.  Then  they  thought  themselves  *  in 
tuto,'  and  that  they  did  •  in  portu  uavigare,' 
free  from  all  storms  and  tempests.  But  behold 
«nno  1691,  the  first  thing  my  lord  did  in  his 
office,  was  the  laying  of  an  extreme  impost^ 
of  31.  per  ton  upon  the  French  Wines,  which 
the  king,  by  reason  of  his  covenant,  could  not, 
mnd,  by  reason  of  his  word,  would  not  surely 
<lo.  This  imposition  was  against  justice,  the 
covenant,  and  the  lionour  of  the  king.  The 
king,  sorely,  had  he  been  rightly  informed, 
would  never  have  done  it.  Upon  this  the  trade 
sank,  and  they  became  suitors  to  his  Idp.  for 
relief,  for  10  months  together ;  butwith  no  suc- 
cess. In  Michaelmas,  1639,  they  petitioned  his 
lordship  that  tlie  trade .  was  overburdened, 
mad  tbemaelves  quite  undone.  It  is  a  rule, 
that   a    commodity'    overbordeocd    eoiich- 


not  for  his  heart  devise  an  answer  for  it.- 
In  December  22,  1622,  die  term  is  out,  the/ 
are  out  of  tlieir  money,  and  ilie  trade  is  gone. 
They  appeal,  therefore  to  tlie  fountain  otjusticep 
tlic  king's  maj.     The  king  is  vary  gracio>is  to 
them,  and  said,   Gud   forbid  that  Uiiy   man 
should  lose   by   him.     He   knew   notiiiug  of 
this.     It  was  the  lord  treasurer's  act  and  de- 
vice.    And  so  his  maj.  allowed  them  a  deduc- 
tion of  95001.  to  be  made  to  thein  in  9  yean 
time.     Well,  *  verba  sunt  haec ;'   the^e  were 
but  good  and  gracious   words,  but  liUed  not 
their  purses :  they  must  have  a  warrant  from 
the  lord  treasurer  to  put  this  favour  of  the 
king*s  into  a  public  act;  and  this  they  could 
not  obtain  from  Dec.  to  the  eitd  of  June.    The 
men   understand   themselves  very   well,  and 
look  about  them  how  this  stay  comes :  one  of 
them  tells  another,   the   business  sticks,  my 
lord  looks  for  somewhat :  iind  the  man  was 
in  the  right,  for  so   the  sequel    proved.    A 
5001.  Bribe  was  paid  to  Jacob  for  my  lord** 
use,  and  straightway  all  was  well ;  the  warrant 
went  current,  and  all  was  passing  well. — One 
thing  remarkable :  This  was  taken  out  of  tlie 
petty  fiirms,  set  down  in  their  montidy  and 
yearly  books,  and  called  a  gratuity  '  speciosar- 
Que  nomina  culpie.'    Some  great  space  after 
this,  there  was  a  voice  of  a  parliament  (Oh  ! 
said  sir   F<dw.   parliaments   work    wonderful 
tliint^s).  Then.the  lord  treasurer  began  to  cast  a 
circle,  and  fall  to  liis  conjuring.     He  calls  upon 
Jacob,  and  commands  him  to  transfer  it  to  the 
great  farm.     Here  was  observed,  that  *  sup- 
pressio  veri,*  is,  in   law,  an  argument  of  guilt. 
Here  sir  Edw.  also  observed,  (in  a  i^arcnthesis) 
That  is  a  blessed  thing  of  those  that  love  par- 
liaments ;    and   that  surely  this   lord,  of  all 
others,  loved  them  not;  because  he  cast  him- 
self into  dark  mists,  when  he  shouki  meet 
them;  *  nescio  quid  peccati  portat  ista  pur- 
gatio.*    This  argues  much  guiltiness. — Then  he 
nominated   his  Witnesses;   which,    he    said, 
were  without  exception.    This  bribe  is  proved 
by  Hide,  Daws,  Bishop,  and   by  Jacob :  the 
last  is  a  witness  with  a  witness.     For  Jacob 
blanched  this  bribe  as  well  as  he  could,  .and 
was  taken  in  three  notorious  falsities.    1.  Being 
charged,  that  the  money  was  delivered  to  him 
by  Hide,  he  vowed  he  had  never  received  it ; 
yet,  being  confronted  witli  Hide,  he  confessed 
It:  there  was  one.     2.  He  pretended  he  had 
received  the  money,  but  gave  his  bond  for  it. 
Hide  affirming  to  his  face,  the  bond  was  for 
other  money,  a«»d  no  bond  at  nil  for  tbis ;  then 
he  likewise  confessed  this :  there  were  two. 
S»  He  said  he  never  had  any  warrant  to  enter 
the  same  in   the   petty  fann  ;  yet,  afterwards, 
he  avowed  he  had  :  and  this  is  the  third  falsity. 
— ^Uere  m  £dw.  observed,  That  Jacob  waj  niy 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


UtO]      PAEL  mSTOBY,  fff  James  L  idU.-^Preettdbtgt  m  ike  lmp€mei9^mf  ^    [\^ 


lord's  necrtsary  creatvre  and  petty  chapmmn, 
6Dd  had  ^i  htm  that  iva&  his  ^ecr€tary ;  and, 
l>ccuu^c  he  WHS  a  Jacob,  chat  is,  a  supplanter, 
he  (k-sircd  thi  ir  lurd»hi|i6  to  take  ^ood  care  of 
him. — About  tlic  bo<jinuing  of  this  jmrl.  my 
lord  •^cnt  for  this  Jacob;  a>kc4l  him,  irhchad 
rnicnd  thi-*  money  in  the  petty  Irtrm  ?  lie  said 
Yea.  Tiien  said  my  lord,  go  about  it  pre- 
tcutly,  and  hee  that  the  cucquets,  and  all  tlun^rs 
clsi»,  be  wipprcs>M;"d  ia  the  petty  lanns,  and 
xbat  thU  money  be  removed  to  the  preatlarm  ; 
for  i  uouid  ha*c  ail  hid  and  buppre>M:d. — 
llcrc  sir  Kdn.  observed,  Ihat  sordid  Btibery 
is  i)ke  Adaiu,  and  would  tain  ^et  some  Hu; 
Icjut'^,  ir"iL  coiild  It'll  but  uIktc  to  gather 
them. — I  pon  the  dihv(Ty  of  thi?  Charce  (as 
•rasdeb^rtd  by  bis>  fricn<ln)toihr  U)rd  treasurer, 
they  of  the  Commons  exut'Cictl  an  Answer  of 
tonip  nirt*  wit ;  for  so  thib  nuljlcman  was  re- 
puted iii  that  house:  hut  hi^  Icip  dtccivcd 
their  expectation;  for  he  declared  it  ^va^  ut- 
terly, in  ewry  poml,  he  would  not  s«y  false, 
but  siiri  ly  unrruc.  J*our  ihinj^s  he  dcaic-d  a> 
lie  was  a  Chri>ti:iii ;  aud  these  were  all  directly 
pro\c-daud  made  ^ood  a^aiubt  him.  And  so 
much  wab  deh\cred  a:;aiii«»t  the  lirst  Bribe. — 
The  second  liribe  wai>  of  a  stranj^e  strain  :  and 


and  therefore  he  projects  new  articles :  ^ 
these  new  articles  are  charged  witb  hi^bc- 
tortirm ;  lor  in  them  are  raised  double  ktn 
ooe  fee,  the  sorveyor  fomieriy  had,  mm)  sci 
retains  ju6tlv,  another  parullei  fee  to  tikBi 
lord  hath  raised  unjusUy  and  oppressiueiy.  Fv 
extortion  is  a  grievous  aiid  cunsumiog  eao:- 
mity  in  a  commonwealth,  it  was  tlic  grous 
evil  the  high  God  could  foresee  would  Leial  cte 
enemies  of  God.  *  Let  the  extortjoneraa' 
sume  what  be  hath,  and  the  stranger  de%'/st 
I  hi-*  labour.'  P^alm  cix.  v.  10. — In  these  An- 
cles h.s  lr>rdsbip  created  a  new  officer,  a  ^tct- 
tary.  The  chief  proceedings  there  gtj  by  tr 
of  petition.  In  the  former  articles  these  pr- 
tions  were  received  by  the  court,  aod  eattrti 
by  the  clerk  without  any  fee,  ax»d  so  w&t  u 
be  found  on  record  :  but,  ia  tlie  new  anicie\ 
tiiis  new  odJcer  is  to  receive  these  periiwr, 
and  may,  for  any  nde  to  the  coDtrarr,  sopprm 
them;  and  for  his  fee  he  taketh  what  he  p,e»- 
t-th ;  aj)d  it  is  proved  he  hath  tnken  lOl  t:^ 
4l.  51.  three  dishes  of  silver,  and  the  like,  k 
is  aliocetncr  unlimited,  unless,  pcradvcotia 
his  oath  doth  limit  him. — Anotlier  Cha^- 
thisConct,  is  this  Abuse,  vi/.  The  lord  treaiui:> 
place  requiixs  a  whole  man,   and  so  doch  m 


boll)  ih'.-^is  bnbcs  were  received  by  him  in  the  I  masterthip  of  the  Court  of  Wards  ;  wherei*fP": 


o|ia!iiy  of  a  trcaMirer.  The  fariuers  of  the 
fireat  Customs  wc/e  to  renew  their  fanns,  and 
put  in  security  of  4b,000l.  lenr,  July  2?,  1(322. 
ilere  fir  Kdw.  said  he  would  not  enlarge  him- 
self; for  the  business  lay  in  a  narrow  room. 
The  bribe  is  the  point.  My  lord  hked  the 
sureties  well ;  but  some  of  them  fell  off,  and 
he  would  not  accept  of  the  rest ;  and  7.*)00l.  of 
the  rent  was  reserved  for  a  year  and  a  quarter. 
Aft«r  delay  of  their  lease,  and  5001.  m  gold 
paid  unto  him  by  the  hands  ofjacobf  then 
il>e  security  fonnfily  rejected  was  now  acr 
ceptcd :  w hich  act  of  his  Idp.  the  knig'>t 
confuted  by  tl.is  syllojrism.  Hie  surt  ties  were 
sutticient,or  i-.isutncieut;  ifsutiicient,  the  Bribe 


his  Idp.  was  fain  (as  unablo  to  weild  tho^e  i* 
i^rrat  placeh)  to  invent  a  new  device,  a  Sti&> 
even  with  his  own  name,  Middlesex  :  no»  a^ 
hand  move j*  and  guides  the  seal  of  the  c^t. 
and  therefore,  being  turned  by  the  hand  k  i 
youni^  secretary,  may  produce  strange  cop«- 
quenccfl.  Never  any  king  did  .suffer  a  sutiect 
to  use  a  Stain  p.  Old  lord  Hurleigb  li»J  • 
stamp,  because  of  his  go«it,  bat  ne^er  s«ficn< 
it  to  be  used  but  in  hts  own  prcscucc.  Hir-' 
8.  had  also  a  Stamp;  but,  suHcrin^  it  to  l< 
employed  by  another,  an  act  of  pari,  ^va^  o%t- 
thrown  thereby. — Sir  E<lw.  said,  he  would  ex- 
clude with  one  example:  if  a  ward  be  bi 
found  within  one  year,  he  is  reputed  co^ 
vas  too  much,  and  the  farmers  oppressed  ;  if    cealed,  and  so  fulls  within  the  dispo^^  of  tk 


insuflicient,  the  Bribe  was  too  little,  and  the 
king  was  cozened.  The  second  Bribe  was 
proved  by  VVolstenholine,  (iarraway,  Williams 
and,  if  vou  please,  Abraham  Jacob ;  and  *) 
much  of'  the.^c  two  Bribes  taken  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  treasurer. 

*•  Now  he  comes  to  the  Court  of  Wards, 
and  shewed,  That  the  lord  treasurer's  ofl'cnccs 
herein  are  of  a  rare  strain.  First,  the  knight 
noted,  by  w^y  of  preface,  That  *  Ikjuos/  the  ho- 
pour,  must  be  i»iven  to  him  that  dchcrx-ed  it. 
All  the  good  artifice  began  under  treastirer  Sa- 
lisbury. Thert  were  Articles  invented  that 
helped  tlie  kinc  to  all  his  revenues,  and  tied 
the  othcor-i  to  tncir  own  fees  and  places.  The 
kiiip's  revenues  prospered  well  then  :  and  these 
articles,  by  the  advice  of  the  judiici?,  were  con- 
firmed under  the  great  seal. — When  this  last 
lord  came  to  be  master  of  that  court,  (for  nfjw, 
saith  the  kuisjht,  he  Ls  not  thirged  as  a  lojd, 
but  a  master)  he  complained  he  had  not  elbow- 
room  for  t'jo-e  artichs;  he  was  too  much 
^our^d  by  tUcm ;  (and  bouud  \ui  was  indeed) 


master  of  the  Court  of  Wards :  now,  by  ti« 
secretary's  keeping  of  this  Stamp  and  Pctitjwft 
he  may  V)  carry  the  matter,  that  any  ws-t 
may  prove  concealed;  and  tnat  is  no  reun-cr 
possibility.  He  brought  this  rostancc,  4  pt^-e 
ad  es?e.  My  lord's  secretary'  hath  pot  to,  aai 
used  this  stamp  for,  the  deterriui;  of  ao  aotct 
for  half  a  year;  and  it  is  possible  it  may  ht 
done  fur  a  whole  year.  The  knight  said  tt 
never  knew  any  man  before  trust  a  stamp,  a 
the  hand  of  another  man,  to  comnumd  ti< 
king's  reveime.  He  concluded  this  point  Mk 
this  observation,  That  my  lord  was  a  nu 
raised  very  high,  and  very  lately,  and  for  cv 
f)ectaUon  of  service :  that  the  king  bad  bees 
very  beneficial  to  him ;  and  for  him  to  be  w 
supine  in  the  king's  revenue,  and  so  vi|j]aatB^ 
his  own,  was  tlie  highest  ingratitude.  *  £t  ^ 
insratnm  dixeris,  omnia  di<isti.' — Sv*  £d««t 
stiid,  That  all  this  he  spake  by  command  ;ttiiJ 
so  he  prayed  their  loidships  to  weigh  it  ■cat 
with  due  consideration,  and  to  give  jt 
accordiug  to  thi.*  demerits  of  the  cag*c.7 
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Sir  Edwin  Sandj/s  proceeded  to  this  effect. 
*•*  The  Commons  had  commanded  him  (uiide- 
firous  of  any  such  emplovmeat)  to  second  this 
Charge  to  their  lord&hips :  That  be  \^  as  unde- 
sirous  thereof,  for  he  Imd  rather  defend  the 
iunocent  than  discover  the  culpable;  y.et  he 
was  the  son  of  obedience,  and  must  perform 
what,  by  that  house,  he  had  received  m  coin^ 
maud.  To  dec^^pher  out  this  great  lord,  upcm 
whom  the  Charge  lay,  he  would  give  of  liim 
this  character  to  your  lordsJiips.  *  Nescia 
mens  hominum  est,  eatique  %nara  futuri, 
et  scrvitre  modum  rebus  suhlata  secundia.* — • 
The  want  of  measure  and  moderation  most 
men  complain  of  in  this  great  personages.  That 
he  would  make  his  entrance  with  two  protesta- 
tions; which  (as  you  know)  are  exclusions,  not 
intended  conclusions.  His  first  Protestation, 
That  in  this  crimination  against  new  imr  ositions, 
imd  impositions  upon  impositions,  tbe.Coin- 
luons  intended  not  to  question  the  power  of 
imposing  claimM  by  tbe  kiiig's  prerogative. 
This  they  touch  not  upon  now;  they  continue 
only  their  claim,  and  when  they  shafl  have 
occasion  to  dispute  it,  they  will  do  it  with  all 
due,  regard  to  his  maj.'s  state  and  revenue. — 
For  this  time,  he  desired  the  word  Imposition 
might  be  forbom,  and  the  word  Oppression 
taken  up  in  lien  thereof;  \et  with  a  rcferei^ce 
to  the  lord  treasurer  only,' but  in  no  means  to 
the  king.  The  second  Protestation,  That  they 
intend  to  lay  none,  no  not  the  least  aspersion 
upon  the  council  table,  or  any  one  member 
thereof,  the  lord  treasurer  only  excepted.  The 
Commons  remain  fully  satislied  that  he  was  the 
iirstpropounden  The»e  protestations  premised, 
he  branched  the  oppressions  into  three  natures, 
used  in  tlie  "Wines,  Sugars,  and  Grocery- 
Wares.  And  he  promised  to  u?e  this  method 
to  discover,  first,  some  General  matters,  then 
fall  to  Particulars. — ^Thc  Generals  are  two :  1 
The  Commons  conceive,  that  my  loixi  treasurer 
cannot  be  ignorant,  that  in  the  lay  of  the  fir^t 
Imposition,  in  the  time  of  the  earl  of  Sidisbury, 
it  was  promised,  That  his  mnj.  wocld  never 
lav  any  more  imposition  upon  commodities, 
without  tfvB  consent  of  the  people.  2.  That 
my  lord  treasurer  knew  well  that,  in  that  as- 
;sembly  of  pari,  complaint  wp:s  m^dc  in  the 
lower  house,  that  the  ovcvburthening  of  trade 
was  the  destroying  it ;  and  that  he  was  himself 
employed  by  the  house  to  the  ki|i^  to  negotiate 
for  redress  therein;  and  he  promised  there, 
that  he  would  make  it  his  master- work.  *  Quid 
dignum  tamo  foret  hie  promissop.'  The  issue 
of  all  was  this,  for  his  Idp.  to  devise  new  bur- 
thens. These  were  the  two  Generals,  from 
these  the  knight  descended  to  Particulars,  and 
began  with  the  Wines.  He  put  their  lonlships  in 
remembrance,  that  the  merchants  had  the  king's 
-covenant  under  seal,  and  promise  by  his  royal 
word,  to  lay  no  further  impositions :  Tiiey  had 
reason  to  desire  it,  for  they  paid  a  great  tine 
and  reht  for  tlie  farm,  which  your  lordships 
Jcnew  best4  yet  for  all  tliis,  19  Jan.  19  Jac. 
-tJaere  issued  forth  a  privy  seal  of  imposing  81. 
^orxuaou  the  French  Wines ;  a^rii^vous  im- 


position in  the  matter,  yet  worse  in  the  man-* 
ner:  for  if  it  had  been  just,  ^ct,  in  equity, 
it  should  have  been  laid  before  the  voy* 
a:^e  undertaken,  and  the  vintage  made; 
then  it  had  been  known,  and,  if  known,  liie 
merchants  had  stay'd  at  home,  deserted  and 
given  up  trading.  But  this  impostition  was 
not  laid  till  2700  Tun  of  Wii^  were  arrived  in 
the  Thames;  and  yet  the  lord  treasurer  gave 
command,  that  no  entry  thereof  be  made  in 
the  cujtoin-houic  until  security  wiis  taken  to 
pay  this  intolerable  imposition. — ^lie  left  your 
lorbthhips  there  to  consider  these  circumstances. 
1.  8hips  all  laden  with  this  perishing  com« 
modity.  2.  Great  and  excessive  leaking,  bj^ 
being  upon  the  liver,  and  abuse  in  the  passage* 
3.  30  shillings  per  tun  formerly  imposed  bj 
the  Rochcleis.  4.  SOs.  per  tun  laid  by  the 
merchants,  for  their  several  Apparel  taken 
away  by  the  Rocheloys.  5.  TJiia  Si.  per  tua 
to  hll  up  the  measure  of  their  afflictions, — Yet^ 
uistead  of  compassion  in  this  extremity,  such 
as  i-e fused  to  pay,  were  cessed  at  tlie  doublo 
tbo  imposts;  others, who  could  not  put  in  bonds^ 
after  asperity  of  l:\nguage  and  petitioi)iug  to 
the  king,  were  committed  to  pursuivants;  yet 
the  king's  privy-council  used,  the  mercliantt 
honourably ;  for  tliey  seat  for  the  vintners,  and, 
to  help  the  merchants,  they  raised  the  wuie  a 
penny  in  a  quart. — Notwithstanding  this  the 
merchants  fell  into  tlic  hands  of  customers, 
who  used  tliein  rigorously,  and  they  lost  great 
part  of  their  principal:  tirst,  they  paid  half  of 
this  new  imposition  in  hand,  and  gave  security 
to  pay  the  other  half;  atterwards,  the  payment 
was  divided  into  3  parts,  and  secured  by  th» 
merchants  accordingly.  On  the  20th  of  Aug. 
following,  another  pnvy-scal  was  issued  to  de- 
termine the  former;  yet  40s.  only  of  this  im- 
position was  taken  off  thereby,  and  20s.  laid 
on  the  French  Wines  partiully  and  without 
limitation ;  viz.  20s.  the  tmi  tor  London,  and 
13s.  -id.  for  the  out-porta,  whereof  tlje  Londoner 
complained;  and  it  was  inserted  in^e  privy^^ 
seal,  to  be  at  the  humble  and  \i>luntffy  aj»sent 
of  the  merchants;  which  is  abyoluitJy  deny'd^ 
for  they  only  consented  to  pay  20s.  the  tun, 
until  the  remainder  of  tlie  former  imj^sition, 
so  seiMired  as  aforesaid,  were  paid,  and  no  longer ; 
yet  tliey  were  haunted  by  jmrsuivants  till  they 
had  paid :  and  they  complain  they  are  undone, 
unless  then:  bonds  be  delivered  up.  They 
further  complain.  That  they  do  pay  for  their 
trade  cent,  percent,  and  shewed  the  particulars, 
<riz.  One  merchant  hud  paid  800l.  to  the  king 
for  his  pnrt  in  a  short  time,  and  now  unable  to 

pay  any  more. -Ilere  the  knight  said,  That 

lie  would  wiUingly  suppress  what  follows"*,  for 
ncerbity  of  speech  is  no  breeder  of  j^ood  blood : 
but  the  Commons  had  commanded  Inm  to  speak 
it,  and  to  declare- further.  That  the  merchant* 
compared  their"  sufferings  under  these  impo- 
sitions, to  the  sufferings  of  the  old  Israelites 
an  Egypt,  when  they  were  commanded  to  imdLO 
brick  with  less  straw ;  and  generally  confess, 
that  they  would  drive  twine  as  much  trade,  if  their 
trade  were  not  overburthened.    Hereupon  they 
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thought  they  bad  sufficient  ground  to  complain ; 
this  being  dishonourable  to  the  king  and  op-^ 
pressivc  to  the  people,  the  king's  promise,  word, 
and  covenant  being  violated;  these  impositions, 
double  the  value,  being  grievous  to  the  subject 
and  fearful  to  posterity;  for  besides  the  old  in*- 
povition,  by  statute,  upon  Wines,  there  are 
three  more  upop  one  another,  *  et  quis  crit 
modus,'  of  feeding  upon  trade.''  Here  ended 
the  Complaint  touchmg  the  imposition  on 
Wines. 

Then  sir  Eduin  proceeded  to  the  Complaint 
of  the  lease  of  Sugars  procured  by  the  lord- 
treasurer,  viz.  "  That  whereas  George  Herriot 
^eld  the  Farm  of  Sugars,  upon  a  rent  of  10,000 
marks  per  ann,  the  lord-treasurer  procured  him 
to  surrender  that  lease,  and  obtained  a  new 
lease  thereof  unto  two  of  his  lordships  servants 
10  his  own  use,  at  20001.  per  ann.  for  the  same. 
What  merits  had  his  Idp.  in  the  great  extreme 
fvant  of  money,  as  to  draw  from  his  maj.  so 
rt'eat  a  reward  as  40001.  per  ann.  for 21  years? 
but  the  Commons  Complaint  herein  is  of  a 
higher  nature.  That  the  king  having  eranted, 
that  the  merchants  importing  any  merchandize, 
and  paying  the  duties  for  the  same,  if  they  ex- 
port tiie  same  within  13  months,  their  impo- 
sition is  restored :  This  is  obseri-efl  in  all  other 
merchandizes,  save  that  of  Sugars.  The  reason 
is  plain  if  your  lordships  iuiow  who  is  tfic 
farmer  oT  it.  The  Commons  further  complain- 
ed, That  the  lord-treasurer  had  turned  the 
Composition  for  Grocery  into  an  imposition ; 
which  his  Idp.  did,  without  any  warrant,  where- 
by he  usurped  regal  authority.  That  die  city 
of  London  had  yielded  to  a  Composition  for 
Grocery,  but  the  out-norts  refiised,  and  espe- 
cially the  city  of  Bristol;  and  that  in  the 
lord-treasurer  Salisbury's  time,  11  Jnc.  that  city 
had  a  decree  in  the  exchequer,  that  they  should 
bt.  freed  from  any  such  Composition,  upon  condor 
tion  to  yield  to  purveyance  in  kind,when  the  king 
or  ()ueen  comes  within  20  miles  of  their  city; 
which  DM^veyance  cost  them  8001.  when  the 
f^cca'snR] .  was  there.  Nevertheless  the  lord- 
treasurer  had  directed  his  warrant  to  levy  a 
composition  upon  the  merchants  of  that  city 
and  th^  other  out-ports,  against  their  wills,  with 
commandment  to  stay  the  landing  of  their 
goods  until  it  he  paid.  And  this,  he  said,  was 
the  substance  of  their  crying  Complaint;  what 
more  can  they  say,  but,  with  wise  king  Solomon, 
'  If  thou  seesr  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  and 
violent  perverting  of  judgment  and  justice  in 
a  province,  marvel  not  at  it;  for  he  that  is 
bii^her  than  the  highest  regardeth,  and  there  be 
higher  than  he.  Eccl  v.  8.'  TheirComplaint 
is  of  an  hich  lord,  the  lord-treasurer:  but  your 
lordships  are  higher  than  he;  the  king  higher; 
and  God  hi£;her  than  all ;  whose  justice  your 
Jordbhips  execute.  This  justice  they,  humbly 
and  instantly,  demand  of  youi*  lordships  against 
these  oppressHms." 

This  ftcpoi  t  being  ended,  the  lords  took  into 
their  consideration  now  to  proceed  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  thtnrtforr*^d  tlie  Examination  there- 
ctf.to  the  sub-committee  on  Munitions^  &c. 


adding  to  the  said  committee  the  brd-kcepen 
the^  lorcWsteward,  the  bp.  of  Bath  and  WelhlJ 
th^  lords  Wentworth  and  Spencer :  and  their 
lordships  may  divide  themselves  into  several 
committees,  if  they  please,  for  expediting  tliis 
business ;  and  may  send  for  any  witnesses  to 
be  sworn  here  in  couit,  that  may  conduce  to 
the  Examination  thereof. 

April  24.  The  abp.  of  Canterbury  reported 
to  the  house,  That  the  Committee,  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  Complaint  against  the 
Lord  Treasurer,  had  met,  and  examined  divers 
witnesses,  who  were  sworn  here  in  the  house, 
and  had  made  a  collection  of  Part  of  the  said 
Charge ;  which  mr.  Attorney  read  in  form  (o^ 
lowing : — 

'^  Part  of  the  Charge  against  the  Lord 
Treasurer. 

*'  I.  The^  formers  of  the  Petty  Farms  o^ 
Wines  and  Currants,  having  sustained  great 
loss  in  their  farm,  by  an  impost  of  31.  per  ton 
of  Wines  newly  set,  were  long  and  instant 
suitors'to  the  lord  treasurer  for  relief;  but  find^i 
ing  none,  exhibited  their  bill  into  the  exche- 
quer, and  afterwards  a  petition  to  the  king,  fop 
reparation  of  their  loss ;  to  which  having  re- 
ceived a  gracious  answer  from  his  mi^.  the  lord 
treasurer  agreed  with  them  upon  a  recompence 
of  95001.  to  be  defalked  by  lOOOl.  per  ann. 
out  of  tlieir  rent;  yet,  after  this  agreement 
made,  he  protracted  their  wanrant  about  six 
months,  and,  in  the  end,  took  of  them  a  bribe 
of  5001.  for  their  dispatch,  which  was  set  upon 
the  account  of  the  Petty  Farms :  but  siikoe  the 
summons  of  the  pari,  the  same  was,  by  his 
lordship's  direction,  posted  to  the  account  of 
the  Great  Farms. — II.  The  lord  treasurer  be- 
ing presented  with  a  tun  of  Wine,  by  the  far-- 
mers  of  the  Petty  Customs,  was  not  contented 
therewith,  but  exacted  money  of  them  also ; 
who  were  thereupon  drawn  to  give  hire  1001. 
— III.  The  farmers  of  the  Great  Farm  having, 
by  their  lease,  covenanted  to  ^ve  security  for 
the  payment  of  then:  rent,  divxied  their  &rm 
into  82  parts,  appointing  every  partner  to  give 
security  of  IdOOl.  for  every  part.  -  Five  of  the 
partners  relinquishing  their  parts,  the  securi^ 
fell  short  75001.  Wliereupon  the  4  patentees^ 
resuming  those  five  parts  to  themselves,  ten- 
dered their  own  secunty ;  which  his  Idp.  agreed 
to  accept,  yet  protracted  about  3  quarters  of^ 
year,  until  tbevjgave  htm  5001.  for  his  dispatch. 
And  whereas  nis  Idp.  pretends,  by  his  Answer 
to  the  house.of  c^nmnons,  thathehad  this'900lfc 
and  the  other  5001.  6rst  mentioned  in  one  eiw 
tire  sum,  for  four  32  parts  of  that  Great  Farm^ 
it  appeareth  his  Idp.  had  do  parts  at  all  in  diat 
farm. — ^IV.  George  Herriot  having  the  farms 
of  Sugars  upon  the  rent  of  1000  marks  per  ana* 
the  lord  treasurer  prcKured  Herriot  to  sar- 
render  that  lease;   and,  to  et^ect  the  same, 

S'ves  order  for  the  payment  of  14,8651.  due  to 
erriot  for  jewels ;  all  which  was  paid  bem-ecn 
the  15th  Dec.  1621,  nnd  10th  Jan.  following). 
The  lease  was  no  sooner  surrendered,  but  the 
said  treasQier  proctu-es  a  lease  to  two  of <i^ 
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terva&tSy  bj  iad^ntimi  ^ated  Jan.  IS,  16dl« 
ibr  21  years^  a(  f  OOOl.  rent  per  ann. ;  wbich 
rent  his  Idp.  paid  so  siowij,  tiuit  there  baviog 
only  40001.  thereof  grown  due  since  the  lease, 
30001,  thereof  was  paid  ou  and  since  the  31st 
of  Dec.  last  t  and  whereas  the  merrhauts,  asa- 
IK>rtiug  any  nAcrchandize,  atKi  paying  the  du- 
ties, are  freed  to  export  within  the  year,  witifr* 
out  any  new  payioents ;  that  custom  was  oh- 
aerred  in  all  other  farms,  but  denied  in  tins, 
ior  the  said  lord  treasurer's  benefit.— V.  The 
city  of  London  having  yielded  to  a  Composi- 
tion for  Grocery  Ware,  which  the  ont-ports, 
particularly  Bristol,  refused ;  upon  long  debate 
and  advisemei^t^  in  the  time  of  the  lord  trea- 
surer Salisbury,  it  was  resolved  thev  should  not 
be  pressed  thereto :  nevertheless,  the  lord  trea- 
surer bath  given  warrant  to  lew  tliat  Compo- 
sition  upon  ttie  merchants  of^the  out-ports 
against  tneir  wills,  or  else  to  stay  the  landing 
of  their  goods ;  which  hath  been  put  in  execu- 
tion accordingly.— VI.  In  Dec.  1618,  his  m^. 
upon  great,  deliberation  and  advisement,  xlid 
set  forth  instructions,  very  fitting  and  necessary 
for  the  well  ordering  of  the  Court  of  Wards : 
the  lord  treasurer  becoming  master   of  the 
vards :  and,  for  his  own  private  gains,  aiming 
at  an  alteration  of  tk^se  instructions,  iirst  pro- 
cured a  reference  to  divers  of  the  councu  to 
consider  thereof,  yet  after  waved  that  refers 
tnce ; .  and,  by  his  own  power  and  greatness 
with  the  officers  of  the  court,  (though  much 
against,  their  wills)  and  by  misinformation  of 
bis  BMJ.  (though  much  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  king  and  sul^t)  in  the  year  16S3,  procures 
new  instructions ;  thereby  taking  the  petitions 
from  the  derk  of  the  court,  and  appropriating 
them  to  himself  and  his  secretary,  who  takes 
great  rewards  of  the  subject  for  procuring  an- 
swers to  tho  same;  and,  by  colour  of  those 
sew  instructions,  be  doubles  fees  of  conti- 
mianco of  liveries;  and,  having  concealed  the 
wardships  to  himself,  he  may  easily  make  ward- 
ships concealed  by  the  course  of  the  new  in- 
structions.— Also  he  hath  made  a  Stamp,  and 
delivered  tl)e  sarae^  his  secretary  to  be  used; 
thereby,  unlawfully,  putting  iiito  the  hands  of 
his  secretary  the  greatest  part  of  the  power  and 
trust  appertaining  to  the  oifice  of  master  of 
the  wardb.  This  the  secretary  hath  used,  Stamp- 
ing therewith,  in  the  absence  of  the  master, 
tenders,  continuances,  warrants  to -the  great 
leal,  grants  of  wardships  and  leases,  indentures 
pf  liveries,  kc.    And  whereas,  by  a  privy  seal 
of^Jac.  there  was  an  allowance  settled  for 
the  ordinary  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance ;  which, 
bein^  put  put  of  order  in  the  time  of  sir  Roger 
Dalhsou,  m  1617,  ihe  lords,  upon  reference 
from  his  mi^j.  set,  under  Uicir  hands,  a  propor- 
tion, both  for  present  supply  and  future  up- 
boldinj;  of  that  office :  but  his  Idp.  being  trear 
surer  for  the  space  of  SJ  years,  hath  o^rved 
none  of  these  proportions  or  establisliments ; 
whereby  the  stores  are,  in  effect,  wholly  un^ 
furnished.— And  there  being  a  Contract  made 
with  mr.  Evelyn,  b^  himself  and  other  com- 
HHssioners  for  his  nuy,  for  acrviag  his  maj*  with 
y«i.  1. 


GuD-Pow4cr,  being  m  fasrgaiB  of  higji  conse* 
quence  to  have  been  kept,  his  hip.  hath  also 
neglected  and  broken  «bat  bargain,  to  the  ba.^ 
xanl  of  the  kingdom  and  prejn<£ce  of  the  king^ 
He  hath  also  made  unlawfol  bargaios  for  tn« 
lands  of  sir  iioeer  Dallii on ;  wherein,  for  oom^ 
passing  those  lands,  he  iias  contracted  to  do 
his  endearour  to  procure  payasr  nt  of  80001.  of 
old  arrears,  (which  he  peribrmed  c\hen  he  im^ 
came  treasurer)  and  to  pay  for  the  land  with 
making  of  baronets  and  soits  to  the  kingp  and> 
in  particular,  a  suit,  for  compounding  with  htS 
maj.'s  copyholders  of  Wak|field  by  himself^ 
worth  leOOOl.  And,  baving  aereed  with  sir 
Tho.Dallisou  and  the  officers  of  the  Ordnance, 
he,  to  gain,  indirectly,  and  by  oppressiro 
means,  an  estate  wliich  sir  Roger  Dallison  had 
passed  to  sir  R.  Smith  and  sir  Jotm  t)ikvy,  h4 
setteth  on  foot  an  outlawry  of  sir  Rover  Dalli- 
son, and  thereby  disposseseth  sir  Rd.  Smith 
and  sir  John  Davy,  >inio  had  been  in  posses* 
sion,  by  a  trial  at  law  i  using  the  pOwer  of  his 
place,  and  countenance  of  the  king's  service^ 
to  wrest  them  out  of  a  lease  and  estate  of  greo^ 
ralue." 

A  tier  the  reading  of  diis,  it  was  ordered^ 
That  the  said  part  of  the  lord  treasurer's  chargii 
should  be  sent  unto  him  to-day.  And  that  £• 
be  warned  to  appear  here  at  the  bar,  on  the 
28th  inst.  at  9  m  the  morniilg,  to  afiswcr  it* 
Likewise,  if  he  had  witnesses  to  be  examinedj^ 
he  may  present  their  names  to  th^  house  to  h^ 
sworn  between  this  and  tlie  same  day.  And 
this  is  said  to  be  Part  of  the  Chat]ge,  becaosft 
there  are  other  things  against  him  which  are 
yet  in  examination ;  and,  when  reported  to  th# 
house,  hesliall  be  charged  therewith,  if  thought 
fit.  >  .. 

April  96.  The  messengers  that  were  tent  td 
deliver  the  Charge,  flee,  to  the  Lord  Treasurer^ 
declared  they  had  done  it;  but  be  gave  nO 
other  Answer  to  them  than,  "  It  is  well.** 

April  27.  A  Petition  from  tlie  lord  treasurer 
to  the  House  of  Lords  was  read,  in  hcc  verba : 

*'  The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lotd  Treasnrtr 
of  England. 

"  Most  humbly  representing  to  this  most 
hon.  house  the  names  of  such  persons  (by  th^ 
schedule  annexed)  as  the  lord  treasurer  hum-^ 
bly  desireth  may  be  sworn  and  examined  fot 
discovery  of  the  truth,  upon  such  Articles  aS 
he  shall  exhibit,  tooohing  the  several  matters 
contained  in  that  part  of  his  Charge,  which  httk 
been  delivered  to  nim.  For  which  purpose  ho 
humbly  prayeth  such  warrant  for  calling  id 
tliose  witnesses,  and  such  others  as  he  snail 
give  notice  of  to  the  clerk  of  the  pari,  fls 
the  form  of  this  high  court  requireth.  And, 
withal,  humbly  propoundeth  to  the  considera- 
tion of  tliis  most  honourable  house,  Whether 
your  lordships  will  think  fit  to  proceed  to  exa* 
mination  of  witnesses  to  be  produced  on  his 

Cart,  l)efore  he  hath  made  his  Answer ;  where«^ 
y  it  may  first  appear  to  your  lordships  whs^ 
things  he  will  deny  and  what  Conlltis  and  avovf*. 
and  in  what  QUi9^  ho  wiU  atow  ^tbm  warn ; 
4Y 
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upon  which,  as  upon  issue  joined,  he  mfiy  par- 
ticuUrly  ejiamine  his  witnesses,  and,  after  co- 
pies ot  the  Depositions  taken  both  for  and 
against  biui,  tlie  cause  ma;^  be  prepared  for 
jrour  lordships  honourable  judgments;  which 
he  protesteth  to  fiirther,  on  his  part,  to  a  heap- 
ing with  all  possible  expedition;  Lastly,  bis 
most  humble  suit  is,  I'hat,  in  respect  of  tlio 
nature  and  multiplicii^of  the  matters  objected 
against  him,  which  do  necessarily  require  the 
assistance  of  learned  counsel,  this  most  ho- 
nourable court  will  be  pleased  to  assign  the 
following  gentlemen  to  be  of  counsel  with  him, 
in  this  cause  oFweight  so  much  concerning 
bim;  y'a,  mr.  dr.  Steward,  mr.  Rdt  Hide,  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  mr.  Wm.  Hack  well,  of  Dn- 
colnVinn.  Middlesex." — Then  follow  the 
names  of  nearly  40  witnesses.  . 

This  Petition  being  read,  the  lords  appointed 
H  special  comn^ittee  to  consider  what  Answer 
should  be  made  to  it,  consisting  of  the  lord  pre- 
^dent,  lord  Ilochford^  the  bp.  of  llochester, 
and  the  lords  Wentwortli,  Howard,  and  Say. 
'^liese  lords  having  withdrawn  themselves  some 
time,  and  being  returned,  the  lord  pr&ident 
reported  to  the  house  the  Answer  agreed  on, 
in  these  words :  **  1.  That  warrants  shall  be 
given  fot  calling  in  of  such  witnesses,  whose 
numes  shall  be  exhibit-ed  in  writing,  and  thought 
^t  by  the  house  to  be  examined;  the  interro- 

tiitories  and  witnesses  names  to  be  sent  to  the 
ouse  to-md^row  in  the  afternoon,  and  tlic  wit- 
nesses themselves  to  appear,  that  such  of^  them 
may  be  sworn  atid  examined  us  the  house  shall 
think  iit.  2.  The  house  sees  no  cause,  when 
the  witnesses  names  and  intei  rogatories  arc 
Bent  in,  why  the  examination  of  ihem  should 
be  deferred :  but  the  day  for  his  appearance 
and  answer  was  to  hold.  8.  His  loi'dship  may 
use  what  council  he  pleases  to  advise  for  his 
defence;  but  it  stands  not  with  the  orders  of 
this  hou^e  to  allow  council,  at  the  bar,  in  cases 
of  tliis  nature.'' — This  Answer,  being  read  aud 
approved,  wa»  sent  vo  the  lord  treasurer.  A 
Memorandum  i?  made,  Tliat  the  earl  t>f  Hridgc- 
%>ftter,  One  of  the  committee  to  search  prece- 
dents, &c.  reported.  Thnt  they  could  lind  none 
•nherc  a  member  of  this  house  did  answer,  by 
bis  counsel,*  to  a  compluint  exhibited  against 
i»im :  but  that  divers  members  of  this  house 
and  others  had  answered  in  person  and  not  by 
counsel ;  and  that  counsel  was  denied  to  Mi- 
cWl  dc  la  Pole,  lord  chancellor,  10  lid.  2. 
when  he  requirerl  the  same. 

April  28*  Another  Petition  from  the  lord 
treasurer  to  the  house,  was  presented  and  read, 
in  hxc  verba : 

^<  The  humble  Petition  of  the  Earl  of  Middle- 
sex, Ixjrd  Treasurer  of  P!^ngland. 
"  Most  humbly  sheweth.  That,  according  to 
your  lordshios'  directions,  in  Answer  to  his  Pe- 
tition hmnbly  presented  yesterday,  he  had  ap- 
pomted  the  witnesses  there  named  to  attend 
the  most  lionourable  house  this  afternoon,  to 
be  sworn  to  answer  such  interrogatories  as,  on 
kis  behalf,  tihall  bo  e&hibited.«-But,  whereas 


^ur  loMship  diil  further  direct  that  the  sitkl 
mterrogatoiies  should  be  presented  this* dar; 
he  most  humbly  di^sires  your  lordships  to  be 
truly  informed,  "that,  having  neglected  no  timtf 
since  he  received  his  Charge  to  prepare  hi« 
Answer,  he  finds  the  matters  objected  so  many 
and  of  such  divers  natures,  tliat  he  cannot  yet, 
possibly,  ftirnish  the  same,  in  such  perfect  and 
particular  manner,  as  he  ought  and  desires  to 
do  for  your  lordships'  best  satisfaction,  and  tlic 
clearing  the  matters  laid  to  his  Charge  in  all 
points.  And  therefore,  his  Answer  being  not 
yet  ready,  upon  which  all  the  interrogatories 
must  properly  be  grounded,  and  widiout  which 
your  lordships' judgments  of  the  pertinencies 
of  the  interrogatories  cannot  be  rightly  inform- 
ed, he  humbly  bescecheth  your  loixiships  to 
respite  them,  and  as  soon  as  his  Answer  19 
finished  he  will  forward  them  with  all  i>ossibie 
speed.  And  he  doth,  once  again,  humbly  pro^ 
potmd  to  the  consideration  of  this  most  bon. 
house  (because  thei-ein  your  lordships  have  nat 
been  pleased  to  give  Answer  unto  his  former 
Petition)  whether  your  lordships  will  not,  in 
your  noble  justice,  pennit  him  to  have  copies 
of  the  Depositions  taken  and  to  be  taken  in 
this  cause,  on  both  sides,  without  which  he 
shall  be  utterly  disabled  to  make  that  just  de^ 
fence,  which  a  cause,  of  that  importance  to 
him,  dodi  necessarily  require. — Middlesex.'^ 

The  lords,  upon  reading  this  Petition,  did 
all  agree,  *<  That  it  is  against  the  order  of  tins 
court,  as  well  as  of  all  other  courts,  for  a  de- 
linquent to  have  Copies  of  the  Examinationa 
l>cfor6  he  answers."  And,  as  to  the  rest  of 
the  Petition,  the  followhig  Answer  was  agreed 
on  to  it :  "  The  lords  expected  to  be  ol^Byed 
and  not  to  have  been  directed ;  and  hold  for  a 
disrespect  unto  the  house.  That  witnesses 
should  be  produced  and  sworn,  and  no  inter- 
rogatories sent  whereon  to  examine  them  as 
was  require<l.  The  Copies  of  Depositions  al- 
ready taken,  for  Proof  of  the  Charge,  was  not 
directly  prayed  in  the  former  Petition,  therefore 
it  was  not  precisely  answered ;  but  it  is  so  un- 
fit a  desire  that  the  lords  Uunk  the  petitioner 
ill-advised  to  make  such  a  request.  And,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  order  of  the  bouse,  the 
lords  expect  the  lord  treasurer's  appearance 
to-morrow  morning,  to  hear  such  Answers  as. 
he  shall  make." 

April  29th.  Another  Petition  from  the  lord 
treasurer  was  presented  to  the  bouse,  and  read 
in  hffc  verba: 

''  Most  humbly  shewing,  That,  besides  the 
weighty  cares  of  mind  which  now  do  lie  upon 
him,  by  the  Charge  he  hath  receive()  from  that 
most  hon.  house,  he  is  latfen  into  such  an  in- 
disposition of  body,  as  he  is  once  more  enforced 
to  beseech  your  lordships,  in  your  noble  justico 
and  favour,  to  grant  him  a  farther  dav  for  pro* 
seating  his  Answer  and  Interrogatories,  which 
fall  out  to  be  much  longer  than  he  himself  ex- 
pected. It  being  no  small  addition  to  bis  sor- 
rows, that,  in  a  case  so  nearly  concerning  him^ 
be  cannot  conceive  by  their  lordships  former 
Answers  to  his  fona«c  hutublQ  f  etiuoo^  Ums 
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they  purposed  to  allow  him  Copie)  of  the'De- 
pofittionsy  whereby,  after  his  Artswer  delivered 
JO  writing,  be  sliail  prepare  bip^self  for  his  just 
defence  against  the  hearing. — Middlesex." 

To.  back  this  Petition,'  th^  Prince  mo\'ed 
^  That  in  respect  of  the  lord  treasurer's  great 
office,  and  sicknesa  pretended  by  his  Idp.  he 
might  hare  a  longer  day  given  him,  and 
that  day  to  be  .absolute.  On  which  the  fol- 
lowing Answer  to  the  Petition  was  agreed  on. 
That  the  lords,  only  in  respect  of  the  lord 
treasurer's  indisposition  of  health,  are  plcf^sed 
to  respite  his  appearance  this  day ;  but  dq  en- 
join tnat  on  May  1,  at  9  in  the  morning,  U'  his 
health  so  permit,  he  bring  hLs  AnsyvP{ ;  if  not, 
that  then  ne  send  his  Answer  to  his  Charge  in 
Hunting,  and  all  such  Interrogatories  as  he 
would  have  his  witnesses  examined  upon,  Like-, 
wise,  the  lords  do  peremptorily  assign  the  7th 
of  May  next,  for  his  appearance  in  person,  and 
lor  the  final  hearing  mid  determining  the 
cause."  On  the  same  day  the  Attorney  Ge- 
lierd  read  the  foUowil^ 

Additional  Articles  to  the  Charge  against  ^e 
Lord  Treasurer. 

"  I.  He  undertook  the  office  of  the  Ward- 
robe, in  the  loth  ye^  of  his  mnj.'s  reign,  and 
continued  in  the' service  of  that  place  from 
Michaelmas,  anno  l,^^  t;o  the  s^fiie  time,  anno 
19.  This  o£Gice  he  took  uppi\  him.  und^r  pre- 
tence of  doing  his  i^aj.  special  service;  and, 
ior  that  purpose,  obtained  a  certain  assignment 
of  20,0001.  per  ann,  or  thereabouts,  whigh  was 
duly  paid  unto  him  by  wav  of  imprest.  Instead 
of  domg  service,  he  hath  ()rought  that  place 
ipto  disorder  and  confusion  ;  be  hath  not  duly 
scn'ed  the  warrants  which,  he  should  have 
served,  nor  paid  the  worknoj^n  and  creditors ; 
he  hath  neither  kept  orderly  accounts,  nor 
yielded  any ;  but  under  colour  of  pretended 
service  of  great  importance,  hath  procured 
gifts  and  dischai^es  of  great  sums  ot  m.oney, 
which  he  received  for  the  execution  of  ilmt 
place,  and  for  the  queen's  funeral.  If.  VVhereaS, 
in  the  former  Charge  delivered  to.  his  Idp.  it  is 
mentioned  that  merchant^  importing  Sugars 
have  been  denied  to  export  the  same  .without 
paying  new  djuU(t« :  it  appears,  upon  furthpr 
consideration  of  that  business,  That  ihc  preju- 
dice the  merchnnta  have  sustained  concerning 
their  Sugars,  is,  that  they  have  been  denied, 
upon  exportation  bf  sugiirs,  the  imposts  paid 
on  importation;  which  is  contrary  to.  the  di- 
rection given  by  liig  maj.'s  letters  patents  5, 
Sept.BJac." 

May  1.  The  lord  treasurer  sent  another 
Petition  to  the  lords,  with  his  Answer  to  his 
Charge,  and  the  Interrogatories  to  4  parts  of 
thebame ;  which,  bcipg  read,  were  referred  to  a 
committee,  who  were  to  report  to  the  house 
^hat  interrogatories  they  reject,  Thp  tenor, 
of  the  Petition  was  as  follows  : 

'*  The  lord  treasurer,  with  most  humble 
thanks,  acknowledgeth  the  honourable  favour 
Oif  thi3  house,  hy  their  noble  order  made  ifi  this 
l^ousepnThtirsday  last;  aniddotli  most  humbly 


take  hold  of  the  liberty  thereby  granted  him^ 
in  r^pect  of  his  indisposition,  which  yet  con- 
tinuoth)  most  humbly  to  presewt  to  your  iordn 
ships  herewith  all  his  Answer,  in  «%  riling,  as 
well  to  the  Charge  ho  received   ilic  fi4tii  oif 
April,  as  to  the  Addition'*  tliereto  uhich  he 
received  the  20th  of  the  same,  tos^eiher  with 
as  npis^ny  of  his  interrogatories  tor  Kxaminalioa 
of  VVitncsses  as  he  could  possibly  make  ready 
by  this  time,  which  are  full,  and  perfect  for 
four  of  the  Articles  of  his  Cha^e;  uKist  hum- 
bly desiring  Monday  morning  at  the  silting  of 
the  court  for  the  bringing  in  the  rest;  and  ihat 
your  lordships  will  pardon  the.  length  q^^  his 
Answer;  the  variety  and  t;iuUi^Uoity  of  the 
particulars  necessarily  rcquirijig  it,  a^  well  for 
the  readier  io&rming  of  your  lordships  j.udg-. 
Qienis,  as  for  relief  of  his  owa  weak  memory 
whom  as  yet  yqu  have  been  pleased  to  appoint 
to  stand  alone  without  counsel  at  the  hearing i 
he  doth  withall  humbly  explain  his  meaning  ii\ 
the  former  Petitions,  which  were  not  to  desiro 
Copies  oi  the  Depositions  before  his  Answer 
were  put  in,  and  all  Witnesses  for  and  against 
him  luUy  cxauiined :  but  when  that  shall  bo 
done,  he  hopes  it  will  stand  with  the  honour 
and  justice  of  that  most  honourable  house  to 
allow  him  copies  of  the  depositions  ou  both 
sides. — Middlesex." 

The  tenor  of  the  Lord  Treasurer's  Answer 
to  his  Charge  foUoweth. 

"  TJie  humble  Answer  of  tlie  Earl  of  Mid- 
dlesex, LordTreasurer  of  England,  to  the 
piu"t  of  th^  Charge  which  was  delivered 
him  froi^  the  most  honourable  Court  of* 
the  higher  House  of  Parliament,  on  Sa^ 
turday  the  24th  of  April,  1624. 
**  To  the  1st  and  3rd  Articles  concerning  the 
two,  pretended  Bribes  of  5001.  a  piece.  His 
Answer  i$j  that  no  such  several  sums  wera 
ever  paul  unto  him,  nor  any  mp^iey  at  all  for 
any  of  the  causes  mcniiphcd  in  the  said  Charge  ;  . 
but  he  a^kiiowledj'eth  tha^,  the  ^7th  of  June 
last  pa^t,  he,  by  his  servant,  did  receive  at  the 
hjitnds  of  Jacob,  one  en^r^  sum  of  a  lOOOl.  iii. 
consideration  of  his  interest  in  four  32  parts 
of  the  great  Farm,  wl]gich  he  had'.formerly  re* 
scrv'cd  unto  himself*,  upon  settlij\g  tlie  n^^w  lease 
thereof;  and  for  u.^  other,  cause,  as  he  hath 
truly  alledged  in  his  Answer,  to  the  Commons ;. 
and,  tor  bettcB  satbfactiou  of  tl^is  most  ho- 
nourable house  therein,  he  hath  here  set  down 
a  true  and  pajrticular,  Dccljgiratioii  of  the  stato 
and  cai:riagc  of  that  bjisiucss,  as  foUoweth:-— 
He  is  vei7  well  assured  tlia^  as  his  general 
course,  in  a)l  bai;gains  of  tl^  like  nature  for 
the  king,  hath  been  to  Ipok  to  his  own  duty 
and  the  king's  servij[:e,  a^.  tin^  husband  of 
his  m?y.'»  estate;  so  in  this  pa^ticulair,  tauch- 
ing  the  96001,  allowed,  to  the  Petty  Farmers, 
in  recon^nce  of  their  losses,  he  carried  him- 
self so  cafefuUy  and  strictly  for  the  king,  as  he 
could  no  ways  expect  so  much  as  tlianks,  much 
less  apy  gratuity  or  reward  from  them:  foi^., 
though,  at  first,  they  demanded  ofhismaj.  a. 
very  great  swD}  prcteuJlr.g^  tha;  the  ipt^gp^. 
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tion  tbej  eompkioed  of  was  10,00dL  diiad- 
¥ttntage  to  tbeia  in  their  first  year  only;  ytt 
ttpoa  good  reasons,  shewed  by  the  lord  trea- 
surer, on  his  mf^.'s  behalf,  they  were  brought 
to  apcept  of  9,6001.  whereof,  though'  t^ey  ew^ 
iiestiy  pressed  to  have  present  sattsfaction, 
yet  he  over-ruled  them  to  take  it  in  9{  years, 
(which  was  not  worth  more  than  -50001.  in 
baiid)  and  that,  also,  to  be  in  fyi  satisfaction 
of  uU  their  demands,  not  for  one  year,  but  for 
the  whole*  term  of  9^  years;  so,  as,  in  that  par- 
ticular, the  lord  treasurer  was  so  far  from  do- 
ing them  favour,  that  be  thinks,  they  have 
naliced  him  ever  since,  rather  for  holding 
them  so  hard  to  it^  than  for  any  regard  to  the 
ling's  tervice. — And  for  the  Great  Farm,  the 
saici  treasurer  saitb,  That  the  ohi  farmers-  be- 
coming suitors  to  renew  theit  lease,  propoond- 
td  to  leave  the  Silk- Farm  upon  his  maj/s 
bands ;  and,  withall,  to  have  an  abatement  of 
the  rent  they  then  paid  for  the  Great  Fftrm : 
whereupon  the  lord  treasurer,  finding  bow 
much  that  offer  tended  to  his  maj/s  disadvan- 
tage, desired  sir  A.  Ingram,  by  hmiself  and  his 
friends,  to  get  a  better  offer  m^e  to  the  kin^, 
which  was  done  accordingly ;  atd  thereby  his 
inaj.*s  rent  was  not  impaired  (as  at  fir^t  was 
proposed)  but  increased  40001.  per  ann. ;  and 
the  Silk  Farm  Rent  was  also  made  good;  which 
otherwise,  to  have  been  lett-hy  iiaelf,  would 
not,  have  yielded  the  old  rent  by  5,  or  60001. 
per  aviij.  ;  so  that.ihe  bargain  was  better  to 
'  the  king  than  the  old  farmers  first  oftlred  by 
9,  or  10,0001.  per  ann. :  notwithst  an  fling,  it 
was  thought  fit  by  his  maj.  that  the  old  far- 
mers, coming  to  the  rate  offered  by  others 
within  alOOOl.  per  ann.  should  have  the  pre- 
ference of  the  bargain.  But  witlmll,  the  lord 
treasurer,  to  gratify  those,  who,  by  rhe  said 
offers,  had  done  the  king  service,  by  advancing 
the  rent  as  aforesaid,  did,  at  the  instance  of  sjr 
A.  Ingram,  on  his  and  their  behalf,  reserve  cer- 
tain parrs  of  the  iaid  Farm,  with  no  other  inten- 
tion nut  to  dispose  the  same  among  them  ;  and* 
then  gnve  order  for  the  lease  to  proceed  to  the 
patentees,  who  were  named,  in  trust,  for  them- 
solves,  aud  all  the  partners.— And,  afterwards, 
the  said  lor'i  treasurer  did  dispose  of  the  'said 
parts>  reserved  to  the  said  sir  A.  Ingram  and 
others,  according  to  the  first  intention ;  4  of 
wiiich  parts,  the  parties  which  had  them  did 
afterwards,  at  several  times,  give  up  to  the  said 
}ord  treasurer,  and  Icfl  the  same  at  his  dis- 
posing. Some  months  after,  sir  Philip  Carey, 
who  had  one  of  the  lord  treasurer's  parts,  and 
tome  others  placed  by  the  ^rmers,  upon  some 
niitlikd  of  carnages  of  thjtt  farm,  diet  alto  re- 
linquish and  give  up  their  parts;  upon  occa- 
sion whereof,  the  Idrd  treoaorer,  being  pnt  in 
mind  by  sir  A.  In^rtm  of  the  said  4  parts, 
w4Mch  wore  returned  unto  him  by  those  to 
whom  be  liad  formerly  disposed  then) ;  ^d  be- 
ing asked  what  he  would  do  with  them,  did, 
upon  Jacob's  next  coming  to  him,  ask  him.  How 
tbe  farmers  meant  to  use  him  for  his  four  S9 

Ertt  of  the  farm  >  He  answered,  That  because 
f  ld(i,  IhuI  fermeWy  lii^ned  «  wammt^  fbr  dbe 


king's  secarity. of  all  the  3f  parts,  and  said  no* 
thing  of  those  4  parts,  they  thought  his  Up. 
had  waved  them:  but  he  would  speak  wicis 
the  partners  about  it,  and  then  cive  him  a  iiiU 
answer.  Within  few  days  after,  Jacob  returned 
to  him,  and  very  fVcely  offered  a  lOOOl.  fiwr.  his 
parts,  according  to  the  rate  which,  be  said, 
thej  had  lately  given  to  mr. Chancellor  for  bias 
which  the  lord  treasurer  was  contented  to  «&• 
cept:  and  within  4  days  after  he  told  but. 
Chancellor  what  bargain  be  had  made  witk 
the  farmers,  for  his  mierest  in  four  34  parts 
of  the  Great  Farm,  viz.  Tliat  he  had  sold  then 
to  the  Farmers  for  a  lOOOl.—^This  Agreenient 
being  thus  made  with  Jacol),and  tlte  lOOOL 
paid  accordingly;  it  falb  out,  by  that  whkk 
was  since  discovered.  That  he  and  lus  panaersy 
which  shared  those  4  jpf^rts,  agreed  togetber, 
to  ease  themselves  of  that  money,  (wiiicJi 
should  have  been  pro|>erlyborn  upon  their  own 
private  accounts,)  by  laying  the  same  wgw*  tba 
general  accounts  of  tl>e  Great  ar.d  Petty  Famw  j 
(ttiemselves  being  farmers  in  both)  and  theie- 
upon,  the  lOOOl.  as  is  since  discovered,  wasbj 
them  divi.led  into  two  parts;  tlie  one  half  en- 
tered upon  the  books  of  the  Petty  Farm9r5, 
and  the  other  upon  the  general  account  of  the 
Great  Farm,  as  gratuities »o  the  lord  treasurer; 
wlio  litle  knew  of  their  nnjust  proceedings^ 
both  with  himself  and  their  partners,  until 
about  Christmas  last;  when  he  had  first  inti- 
mation of  some  such  Charge  laid  upon  tbe 
Petty  Farnis,  not  hearing  then  that  which  was 
done  upon  the  Great  Farms  account:  here- 
upon he  presently  sent  for  Jarob,  and  was 
much  offenried  wi»h  hitn,  that  lie  should  suffer 
any  surh  unjust  thing  to  be  done;  who, at  first,* 
denied  it;  but,  the  next  Oay,  confessed  it; 
ajjd  said,  it  Was  ill  done ;  and  said,  he  was 
over-ruled  in  it;  and  promised  to  set  all 
straight  again,  according  to  the  truth  and  right 
of  the  case;  which,  the  lord  treasurer  under- 
stands was  done  accordingly ;  not  by  posting 
the  5001.  from  the  Petty  Farm's.  Account  to 
the  Great  Fann's  but  by  discharging  both  un* 
just  chanies  out  of  both  accounts;  the  pateit- 
tces  returning  back  the  money  which  they  had 
taken  off  the  Petty  Farmers,  upon  the  lord  trea- 
surer's just  exception  thereto  ;  and  also  making 
like  restitution,  of  their  own  accord,  to  their  part- 
ners in  the  Great  Farm,  whom  they  had  likewise 
wronged ;  whereof  the  lord  treasurer  heard  no- 
thing till  of  late :  so,  he  hope",  the  proofs  of 
tins  cause  will  make  it  evidently  appear,  that 
all  this  scandal  hath  fallen  upon  hnn,  by  this 
underhand  working  of  the  patentees  for  thcic 
own  private  gain ;  oy  .wrongfully  charging  their 
partners  in  both  iarms>  to  ease  themselves^ 
without  the  lord  treasurer's  privity  or  know- 
ledge :  and  though  the  patentees,  to  make  their 
own  tale  good,  haw  lately  denied  that  the  lord 
treasurer  had  any  part' in  the  farm;  yet  it 
will  manifestly  s^ppear  upon  proof,  by  th© 
oaths  of  men  of  good  reckoning,  that  themselves 
have  acknowledged,  that  his  Idp.  had  reserved 
part  *>f  thjit  form  at  his  disposiag. — For  the 
loet.  and  the  tttf\  bf  Wine;  idledj^,  in  tbe 
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jlnd  Aitiole«  lo  be  received :  the  troth  $s.  tlys. 
Tint  Jacob  hmn^^  wit^  the  lord  treMurer  about 
other  basiness,  told  bun.  That  the  Farmert  of 
ihe  Petty  Farms,  had,  or.  did  intend,  to  pre- 
9efit  him  tvkh  a  tua  of  wine,  for  a  new  year's 
gi^.  The  lard  treas^er  thKsn  answered  him 
•merrily,  That  other  lord  treamrer^  had  been 
Vetter  respected  by  those  dinners,  and  t;^at  he 
vNHilfi  have  pone  of* their  wiae^  imd  shortly 
tffter,  Bernard  Uyd^  brought  him  an  lOOl.  for 
a  new  yoai^s  gift  only,  and  for  no  other  cause. 
— To  the  3ra  •  Article,  concer^iiog  Herrioc's 
Keckoniogand  the  Sngar  Farm,  the  lordtrca» 
dorer  makes  (his  Answer,  That  in  laso,  a  lease 
was  granted  to  Heniot,  of  the  Impost  upon 
Sugars  for  3  years,  not  at  the  rent  of  10,000 
marks  per  ann.  as  is  alledged  in  the  Charge, 
Kit  at  less  by  a  tOOOl.  per  ann.  viz.  56661.  tSs. 
4d.  rent.  Afterwards,  the  17th  of  Nov.  16 W, 
in  the  time  the  lord  Mandeville  was  treasurer, 
Harriot  obtained  a  privy-seal  of  assignment, 
whereby  he  had  power  to  pay  himself  out  of 
the  Sa^  Farm*Rent,  by  way  of  retaiaer,  a 
debt  ot  13,0891.  16s.  formerly  due  to  him,  viz. 
for  his  free-nrrear  in  the  exchequer  larl.  10s. 
and  epon  fiix  privy-seals  for  jewels,  formerly 
bouglit  of  him,  l^,90dL  6s.  in  which  privy-seal 
of  assisnment,  there  was  one  special  clause, 
That  it  the  said  3  years  rent  would  not  suffice 
to  pay  the  whole  debt,  by  reason  of  defalca- 
tions which  migi>t  faH  out  upon  the  form,  the 
vest  shotiid  he  made  good  out  of  the  exche- 
<|uer;  and  afcerwajds,  in  May  and  Aug.  1621, 
in  the  vise.  Mandeville's  time,  Herriot  obtained 
two  other  privy-seals,  for  two  other  debts  due 
to  him,  amounting  to  196^21.  15s.  which,  being 
tfdded  to  the  former  debts  by  privy-seal,  makes 
up  the  great  sum  of  14,8651.  mentioned  in  the 
lord  treasurer's  Charge. — And-  whereas  it  is  al- 
ledged,  that  this  whole  sum  of  14,8651.  was 
paid  to  Herriot  by  the  now  lord  treasurer's  or- 
der within  the  space  of  26  days :  the  truth  is. 
There  was  not  one  penny  paid  at  all  in  money, 
but  Herriot  being  indebted  to  his  ma}esty 
?799l.  upon  accouut  of  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  Sugar^Farm  until  Christmas  1621,  the 
same  was  allowed*  in  disclierge  of  so  much  of 
his  debt  of  14,8651.  viz.  56661.  13s.  4d.  which 
he  had  power  to  pay  himself,  by  virtue  of  the 
said  privy-seal  of  assigmnent ;  and  21321.  6si 
8d.  which  was  done  by  him  upon  his  accouut 
before  the  lease  of  the  Sugar-Farm  began. 
And  whereas  he  might,  by  tlie  said  privy-seal 
of , assignment,  hnve  paid  himself  the  other 
70661.  within  less  than  15  months;  the  lord 
treasurer  did,  by  Herriot's  consent,  transfer 
the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  tte  Tobacco  Farm, 
viz.  40001.  at  Michaelmas  1622,  and  the  rest 
^  Micliaehnas  1623,  whieh  was  a  longer  time 
and  more  advantf^eous  assignineatforthe  king 
than  the  former  was :  so,  although  theve  were 
several  orders  signed,  as  if  the  money  had  been 
paid  iimaediately  out  of  the  exchcqner;  yet 
that  was  done,  of  necessity*,  to  enable"  the 
sinking  tallys,  for  the  tellers  ohftrge  and  di^- 
d^rge,  as  the  form  bf  the  oncbi^uer  required, 
iTMheat  kiai^  uny  SEkoney  at  fiU :  an  ihse  it 


w^l 'appear  upon  record^  this  Cliaiige  upon  th^ 
lord  treasurer  is  wholly  mibt^ken ; ,  and  that  hit 
was  so  far  from  paying  so  much  ready  money 
as  he  is  charged  witl4,.ihat,he  paid  no  ready 
money  at  ail,  but  by  assigumeot;  wh.ch  h« 
made  at  longer  days,  than  it  was  formerly  set- 
tled in  his  predecessor^^  time.  And  thereupon 
Herriot,  having  his  debt  thus- sett  led  aini  paid 
to  his  content,  did  surrender  up  bis  l^ase; 
which,  he  luul  procured  to  no  other  .end,  but 
to  secure  the  payment  of  the  debts  owing  to 
him  by  the  king.  Afterwards,  it  is  true,  lus  maj« 
granted  a  new  lease  of  the  Susj^Hr-Farm  to  thia 
lord  tre^asurer's  use,  at  the  rent  of  20001.  per 
ann. ;  in  the  granting  whereof  his  tnaj.  .w^a 
truly  informed  of  the  state  of  the  satne,^.and 
particularly  made  acquainted.  That  the  sai4 
Farm  of  Sugars  might  be  improved  to  bQOOL 
per  annum,  though  Herriot  had  it  but  a( 
56661.  13s.  4d.  it  being  his  maj.'s  pleasure,  out 
of  his  own.  grace,  and  goodness,  lo  grant  tho 
same,  in  form  aforesaid,  to  the  loni  treasurer, 
for  his  many  services,  oud  for  considerationfl 
best  known  to  hiiuself.'-*For .  the  slow  paying 
his  rent,  it  is  true,  that  one  of  the  30001.  was 
paid  3  or  4  days  after  the  rent-day,  and  tho 
other  two  hah-years  rents  were  torbome  in  re-» 
spect  of  some  private  disbui*^meuts  of  hit 
lordship's  for  the  king ;  upon  bills  of  e&changa 
to  the  commissioners  for  Irelai^ ;  aad  other 
engagerr.ents  forhismaj.;  whici)  his  Idp,  ia« 
tended  should  be  discharged  and  cleared  hy 
the  said  rent.—- And,  lastly,  The  liberty  of 
transporting  Merchants'  Sugf^rs,  formerly  im- 
ported, remaincth  now  in  the  same  estate  ami 
condition,  without  any  alteration,  since  tlia 
lord  treasurer's  lease,  as  it  did  at  any  time  he<» 
fore ;  neither  is  there  any  such  restraint  or  de- 
nial made  by  him,  or  under  him,  to  the  mei^ 
chants'  prejudice  or  his  own  pro^  a?  is  al- 
leged in  the  Charge.— ^To  the  4th  Article, 
touching  the  Composition  for  Grocery-Warea 
in  Bristol  and  the  out-ports ;  the  lord  treasurer 
saith.  That  complaint  being  made  unto  himoa 
his  maj.'s  behalf,  That  the  i^aid  Compositioiv- 
Money  being  no  less  due  in  the  out-pr)rts  than 
in  the  port  of  London,  no  certaju  course  wa* 
settled  for  the  receiving  of  it,  or  bringing  it. to 
account  for  his  maj.'s  use,  so  as  littlo  or  no  be- 
ne^t  thereof  came  to  the  king:  he  chereupott 
thought  6t  to  send  a  general*  warrant  to  Um 
out-ports j  to  aiitlwrize  Jacob  to  take  care  of 
that  collection ;  and  receive  such  duties  of -that 
nature,  bA  had  been  formerly  used  to  have  been 
paid ;  to  the  etid  the  whole  collection  thereof 
mit2:ht  come  in  upon  otie  man's  account;  .witb 
no  intention  to  raise  a  new  clmrgc  upon  tJUa 
subject,  but  only  to  settle  the  collectious  of  tW 
king's  duties  in  order:  and,  as- soon  as  the  s<^id 
lora  treasurer  had  notice,  That  tlie  citizens  of 
Bristol  had  formerly  yielded,  to  furui:^h  his 
maj.'s  household  with  grocery  in  specie,  upon 
purveyance,  at  the  king's  coming  into  those 
p^rts;  and,  thereupon,  had  obtained- an  o^ditf* 
m  the  exchequer,  to  exe^Lpt  thorn  froinilte 
payment  of  the  composition  ;  the  lord  treasurer 
cM  pceoeiktl^  diMhauga  ihft  funuor  wacraiiL  seui 
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her  before,  and  referred  the  merchants 
lo  acquainted  tltem  with  it)  to  sir  Siraon 
rvey,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Green  Cloth, 
D  certified  his^lord2>hip,  that  he  had  agreed 
h  them  to' their  good  contcntmentt — To 

5th  Article,  concerning   the   business  of 

Court  of  Wards,  tlic  lord  treasurer  makes 
i  humble  Answer,  That  in  Dec,  1018,  his 
].  did  set  forth  instructions  for  the  ordering 
the  Court  of  Wards;  which  orders  were  set 
th  by  the  procurement  an(|  solicitation  of 
le  ot  the  officers,  without  the  privity  of  the 
1  Wallin^f  )rd,  then  master,  and  some  ether 
the  council  of  that  court,  and  near  about 

time  of  his  lordship's  leaving  the  place: 
STs  of  which  articles  tended  to  the  abridge- 
lit  of  the  antient  authority  and  profits  of 

master's  place,  and  for  the  profit  of  others 
he  otfioers  of  tl»e  court.— i-W  hereupon  the  lord 
ksorer,  being  made  master,  was  an  humble 
x>r  to  his  maj.  to  restore  him  to  the  former 
Its  of  the  place,  by  altering  the  suid  Instruc- 
ts in  some  points,  not  prejudical  to  his  maj/s 
fits,  norgnovous  to  bis  subjects ;  upon  which 
ileased  bis  ms^.  to  refer  the  same  to  some 
'y  counsellors,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Charge : 
r  which  time,  and  before  any  thing  was 
e,  upon  the  humble  motion  of  the  lord 
Lsurer,  his  maj .  was  pleased  to  direct,  Tl^at  the 
iter  and  otfacers  shcniM  first  coaficr  and 
ie  (tf  they  coidd)  among  themselves,  and 
►rt  to  the  referrees,  if  they  agreed  not: 
ereupnn  the  master  and  all  the  ofiicers,upon 
dry  meetings  and  debatings,  a<:reed  among 
iHelvcs  for  the  new  Instruptions,  and  there- 
n  voluntarily  subscribed  their  names.  There 
no  misinformation  used  to  his  mjy.  neither 
the  points  cuatained  in  the  newlnstructious 
dvanlageous  to  the  king  or  subjects  more 
1  the  former,  and,  in  some  points,  of  much 
e  advantage  both  to  the  kin'^  and  subject, 
ching  the  taUint;  Petitions  from  the  Clerk 
he  court,  and  appropriating  them  to  hira- 

and  the  secretary,  who  is  charged  witli 
iig  great  rewards  for  procuring  ansvx  ers  to  the 
c,  he  saith.  That,  until  the  suid  Instructions 
1618,  all  Petitions  were  delivered  to  tlie 
tcr ;  which,  by  the  said  instructions  of  1618, 
B  (to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  subject, 
delay  of  his  muj.'s  service)  delivered  to  the 
i  of  the  court,  who  was  to  present  it  at 
iitting  of  the  Council,  which  could  be  only  in 
I  time;  whereas,  bv  the  former  antient 
"je,  and  by  tlie  last  Instructions,  the  Peti- 

Wing  delivered  to  the  master,  he  only 
th  order  for  finding  and  returning  an  office, 
h  must  also  be  entered  with  the  clerk;  and, 
>tHce  being  returned,  the  grant  is  made  by 
master  and  council,  at  tlie  council  table, 
his  course  the  suitor  hath  expedition  at  all 
s,  and  the  master  no  profit  at  all;  and  tlic 
Starr  neither  hath  taken,  nor  exacted,  any 
krd  of  the  subject  for  procuring  Answers, 
lie  knowledge  of  him  the  lord  treasurer. 
:hing  the  doubling  fees  for  Continuance  of 
rits,  by  the  new  Instructions,  Jio  saith, 
:,  ever  till  tlie  Xostruction  v(  XOm^  the 


suitor  might  continue  his  livery,  ejibcr  with  the 
master,  or  sun*eyor;  and  the  master's,  fees  iSbr 
such  continuance  was  ^ver  10s.    The  Instruc- 
tions of  1618  appropriated  the  continuance 
only  to  the  surveyor,  which  was  an  enccoacb- 
ment  by  the  surveyor  upon  the  master;  now 
the  new  Listnictions  enjoin  the  ooiuii>uaoces 
to  be  \Tith  both,  for  which  tlie  roaster  taketh 
no  other  fee  than  10s.  which  was  the  anpenc 
fee  for  continuances  taken   by  all  masters 
before    himi    and,   for  tenders,    the  master 
doth  now  take  but  5s.  wbeeras  the  antient  fee 
is  10s. — By  the    Continuance    before    both 
housesy  aaen  are  rather  forced  to  sue  out  their 
liveries  to  the  benefit  of  the  king,  and  good  of 
such  as  htivc  cause  to  sue  against  them.  Touch* 
ing  the  havii^  of  concealed  Wardships,  and,  to 
that  point,  £at  the  master  nay  easily  make 
wardships  concealed  by  the  course  of  the  new 
Instrucuons,  the  lord  treasurer  saith,  That  altbo' 
he  hath  the  disposing  of  concealed  wardsliips, 
yet  the  benefit  of  them  is  to  ttie  king's  own 
use ;  and  it<  is  not  in  his  power  to  make  a  con- 
cealed wardship :  for  if  the  petition  should  be 
suppressed,  or  not  answered,  yet  it  is  no  conceal- 
ment, by  the  new  Instructions,  if  any  suit  be 
made  for  it  within  a  year  after  tlie  death  of  the 
tenant;  neither  is  tlie  lord  treasurer  charged 
to  have  done,  or  so  much  as  to  have  attempted 
any  such  act. — ^l^ouchin^  the  Stamp,  which  he 
is  charged  with  having  delivered  to  the  secretary, 
lie  doSi  humbly  acknowledge  the  same ;  butj^ 
withali,  dcsiretJi  your  loixlsliips  to  take  into 
consideration,  that   the   whole  purpose    and 
scope  of  doing  thereof  was  only  for  the  pre- 
sent dispatch  of  suitors  in  ordinary  matters  of 
course;  and  for  such  business  as  could  not  be 
eficcted  by  the  Stamp  alone,  without  the  assist- 
ance or  joining  of  other  otbcers  therewith, 
either  before  or  after  putting  the  Stamp :  and 
the  lord  treasurer  was  rather  induced  to  give 
way  ttiereto,  because  he  had  understood  Umt 
the  "lord  Burleigh,  when  lord  treasurer,  made 
use  of  tlie  like ;  and  fur  that  Stamps  are  in  use 
in  other  offices  at  present :  yet,  if  the  loni  treasur- 
er had  ever  conceived,  or  been  informed,  that  it 
had  been  unlawful  or  unfit,  he  should  not  have 
used  it:   also  he  directly  affirmeth,  That,  by 
the  use  thereof,  neither  his  maj.  nor  the  sub- 
ject, hatii  hitherto  any  charge  or  preiudice, 
but  much  ease  in  their  dispatch. — And  as  to 
Dallison*d  unsettling  the  OiHce  of  Ordnapce, 
that  fell  out  8  or  9  years  since;  and  the  sgpply 
set  down  by  the  lords,  in  1617,  was  4  years 
before  the  lord  treasurer  was  in  o^f ;  neither  did 
the  commission  of  the  treasury,  nor  his  prede- 
cessors, pursue  au}^  point  thereby  4irecteo;  but 
it  li^  wh4^1y  neglected,  afidt  now  only  revived 
against  tlie  lord  treasurer,  who  never  saw  it 
but   iu  this  parliafp^nt:   and  for  the  Book 
made  up  by  the  con^issioners  of  the  navy,  in 
1620,  for  supplying  the  Stores  and  future  up* 
holding  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  (tho',  being 
the  last  of  the  three  settlements  mentioiwd  in- 
tbe  Articles,  it  mi^ht  be  sufficient  to  suspend 
both  the  former)  it  was  so  far  from  being  aa 
ethtublishi/^ent.. JQ  govern  the  office  by,  that  9}^ 


t4«] 


Digitized  by  Google 


IW]         I*ARt.  HIStOttY,  n  Xkms  t  1644.— /^e  Lord  frtasurd^^  Middlesex.         [1455 


the  officers  liave,  and  stiU  do  oppose  it^  and 
protest  against  it  to  this  day ;  so  as  tbct<j  being 
only  propositions  without  resolutions,  and  no 
«etdea  ririe  of  establishment  and  direction, 
^vhy  should  the  lord  treasurer  be  bound  to  keep 
it?  or  why  the  breach  thereof  be  marie  his 
fault  liowj  -vvhcn  it  was  broken  and  neglected 
In  his  predecessor's  time,  who  was  then  the 
only  proper  officer  to  have  put  it  in  execution, 
the  now  lord  treasurer  bfeing  but  one  of  the 
propounders  of  it. — Notwitlistanding,he  humbly 
conceives,  and  hopes  to  prove  dearly,  tiiat 
there  bath  been  no  sach  wilful  negligence  as  is 
alledged;  for  iho'  it  be  true,  that  the  othcers 
of  the  Ordnance,  always  opposing  that  Book 
of  the  c6mmis9ioncA,wduld  never  sue  out  the  two 
warrants  thereby  reqtiii^ed,  the  one  of  13,6401. 
14*.  2d.  for  Supply  of  the  Stores,  and  the  other 
of  dOOOl*  per  ann.  for  the  Ordinary;  yet  there 
have  been  other  privy  seals  of  the  same  nature 
sued  out,  whereupon  hath  been  issued  to  that 
office,  since  that  book  of  the  commissioners, 
was  delivered,  as  follows,  vii.  for  tlie  supply  of 
the  Stores,  11,0961.  ITs.  6d.  which  sums  want 
not  much  of  the  commissioners-  preparations, 
considering  that  the  ordinary  quarter-books  are 
yet  unpaid  for  a  year  and  a  quarter;  all  which 
argue  no  wilfol  negligence  in  tlie  payments, 
howsoever  the  officers  have  disposed  of  the 
monies;  nor  any  great  unfurnishing  of  the 
stores,  which',  if  tliey  have  less  proportion  of 
some  stores- of  provisions  than  were  set  down 
in  the  commissioners  books,  yet  they  have 
more  of  otlwr stores  of  provisions,  which  have 
8ii>ce  been  thought  more  uset\il  and  more  ne- 
cessary.— As  to  what  concerns  nej»lectinsj  the 
topolies  for  Gun-powder,  the  lord  treasurer 
Mitb,  *That  the  bargains  with  Evelyn  were 
made  in  the  lord  Mandeville's  lime,  who  con- 
tinued in  the  office  tJie  first  5  months  after;  in 
which  time  Evelyn  served  in  Powder  fur  the 
first  3  months;  but,  getting  no  money  for  it, 
made  a  stop  of  his  delivery,  according  to  the 
liberty  of  his  contract:  so  that  the  same  was 
broken  in  the  lord  Mandcville's  time,  and 
left  wholly  in  distractiou  to  tlie  now  lord 
treasurer,  with  a  debt  for  3  months  puwder, 
delivered  as  aforesaid ;  his  predecessor  not 
paying  one  penny  upon  that  contract  in  all 
that  time. — Neither  did  that  bargain  ifiith  Eve- 
lyn suffer  any  small  interruption,  by  the  conti- 
nual complaints  stirred  up  against  him  by  mr. 
8adler,  and  new  propositions  made  by  him  for 
settling  the  powder-making  otherwise ;  where- 
by Evelyn's  contract  stood  under  question,  and 
both  the  lord  treasurer,  and  mr.  Chancellor, 
and  tl»e  commissioners  of  the  navy,  had  several 
times  the  trouble  to  examine  the  same ;  the 
lord  treasurer  having  a  purpose  to  bring  Evelyn 
to  account  for  the  profit,  made  by  hini,  of  the 
surplusage  of  the  price  of  the  powder  put  to 
sale :  by  this  means,  and  by  reason  of  other 
feniishaps,  of.  blowing  up  the  powder-mills  by 
^re,  Evelyn  grew  discouraged ;  and  the  service 
was  neglected,  till  Sadler's  suggestions  were 
ibtrad  fiivolous,  which  was  near  a  year's  inter- 
ruption at'  the  service.^-^Besides,  when  the  lord 
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treasurer  entered,  he  found  in  the  Stores  but 
116  lasts  odd  hundreds  oi  powder;  and,  the 
iJOth  of  March  last,  he  left  in  store  above  14^ 
lasts,  notwithstanding  the  great  cxpence  of 
powder,  upon  extraordinarics,  in  the  now  lord 
treasurer's  time,  which  also  might  have  been 
194  lasts,  if  the  lord  Mandeville  had  settled 
and  maintained  the  contract  in  his  time,  by 
addition  of  his  5  months  provision,  and  the  3 
months  which  he  left  the  now  lord  treasurer  to 
p«fy  for;  whereas  the  whole  proportion  of  Gun- 
Pow<ler,  assi'jjned  by  the  commibsioners  of  the 
navy's  book  to  be  in  store,  was  but  143  lasts  of 
powder;  and  good  reasons  given  wherefore 
there  should  be  no  more. — Lastly,  It  will  ap- 
pear, by  comparing  the  quantity  of  Powder, 
paid  for  by  the  now  lord  treasurer,  with  the 
time  before,  that  his  Idp.  had  paid  for  as  much, 
in  this  short  term  oi  2^- years,  as  hath  been 
paid  for  in  the  next  7  years  before ;  so  as  ne- 
ver, in  the  king's  time,  were  the  Stoi-cs  so  well 
furnished  with  powder  for  quantity  and  good- 
ness, as  they  are  now ;  and  yet  never  moro 
want  of  money  in  the  exchequer  these  20  years, 
than  l>ath  been  in  the  now  lord  treasurer's 
time. — To  the  lastArtide  of  the  Charge,  abouc 
the  bary^in  for  the  land  which  was  sir  Roger 
Dallison's,  the  lord  treasurer  saith,  "  Thut  he 
hath  not  made  any  unlawful  bargain  for  the 
lands  of  the  said  Dallison;  neither  hath  lie 
paid  for  the  said  lands  with  making  of  baro- 
nets, or  freeing  copyholders,  or  any  other  suit 
to  the  king,  as  by  that  Article  is  pretended ; 
but  hath  really  paid  for  the  same  in  money  and 
money's  worth,  out  of  his  own  estate,  to  the 
full  value  of  the  lands  and  more  :  and,  for  more 
full  declaration  of  the  truth,  he  saith,  That  the 
said  sir  Roger  being  indebted  to  the  king  ia 
13,0691.  4s.  lOjd.  whereof  sirTho.  Mounson, 
Ills  surety,  was  found  debtor  8100,1.  the  said  Dal- 
lison's  lands  were  extended  for  996?2L4s.  10{d« 
thereof,  and  the  said  sirTbo.  Mounson's  lands 
for  the  said  3l00l.  and  these  so  extendi,  toge- 
ther with  the  said  several  debts,  were  granted 
by  his  majesty's  letters  patent  the  ^Oth  of  July, 
18  Jac.  unto  Francis  Morricc,  and  other  om- 
cers  and  creditors  of  the  Ordnance,  for  13,06*L 
owing  to  tliem  by  his  maj.;  with  a  special 
command  to  the  lord  treasurer  and  chanc.  of 
the  exchequer,  to  make  out  such  writs  and 
process  for  the  said  debts  as  should  be  requir-^ 
ed ;  and,  with  a  covenant  on  the  king's  part, 
that  if,  by  reason  of  incumbrances,  they  could 
not  receive  the  same  in  convenient  time,  then 
it  should  be  paid  untotliem  out  of  the  exche- 
quer.— These  lands  of  the  said  sir  Boger  were 
30  incumbered  by  former  charges,  that  the  said 
officers  and  creditors  of  the  Ordnance  could  not 
raise,  by  the  said  extent  thereof,  near  so  much 
as  the  bare  interest  of  the  said  99621.  4s.  10}d. 
parcel  thereof;  and  therefore  did  not  conceive 
how  it  could  give  satisfaction  unto  them  for  the 
said  99691.  due  debt,  long  forbonie ;  but  that 
they  must  of  necessity  have  recourse  to  his  maj, 
again  for  their  better  satisfaction,  according  lo 
his  maj.*5  covenant  contained  in  the  said  lease, 
made  anto  them  in  that  behalf;  undy^t  Uh^ 
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was  nothing  allowed  to  relieve  the  poor  dis*  i  persons  named  by  the  said  sir  Arthur  ia  trust 
tres&ed  lady  of  the  said  sir  Eoger  DalUson  and  tor  his  use ;  and,  since  the  said  agreement  and 
her  son :  whereupon  the  now  lord  treasurer,    that  time,  the  lord  treasurer  had  no  more  lo  do 


ia  July,  Idtl,  beini^  chen  but  one  of  his  miy/s 
commis^ouers  lor  bis  dt  bts,   was  made  ac- 
quainted  b;^  the  said  Francis  Morrice,  and 
other  the  said  otiicers  and  creditors  of  the  Ord- 
nance, of  their  intent  and  purjmse;  and,  being 
willing  to  do  his  maj.  the  best  scr\ice  Ue  could 
therein,  aiter  divers  coufcrei^cesy  did  come  to 
aui  agreement  with  them  tor  their  inter^t  in 
the  said  extents,  and  tomaketliero  payment  of 
the  sa  d  13,06^1.  fur  the  same^  as  follows,  viz. 
10(>2l.  before  the  last  day  of  Nor.  following 
1621,  and  the  rest  by  6001.  every  6  months,  at 
and  after  the  Annunciation,  1G23  :  after  wliich 
agreement  made  for  the  extents,  lie  not  per- 
ceiving how  he  could  make  any  use  thereof, 
unless  he  compounded  also  with  such  as  had 
the  iaheritaikce  and  other  estates  in  the  said 
Dallison's  lands,  did  deal  with  some  of  tiiem 
for  the  same ;  and  then  came  to  a  second 
agreement  with  the  said  Francis  Mortice,  and 
tlTe  rest  of  the  officers  and  creditors  of  the 
Ordnance,  to  convey  to  them  an  estate,  which 
he  then  had  for  9  or  10  years  to  come,  in  the 
Petty  Farms  of  Currants  and  Wines,  of  the" 
yearfy  value  of  14001.  (and  worth  70001.  and 
more,  to  be  sold)  which,  he  did  grant,  and  they 
did  accept    in  full    satisfaction  of  the  said 
15,06^1. 4s.  lO^d.  and  for  their  interests  in  the 
said  eictents  accordingly.— Not  loAg  aflerwards, 
the  lord  treasurer,  b^mg  desirous  to  free  him- 
ielf  of  any  further  trouble  or  care,  by  reason 
of  toany  other  the  incumbrances  which  were 
upon  the  said  lands,  did,  in  or  about  Nov. 
1621,  agree  with  sir  Arthur  Ingram,  to  deliver 
tbe  said   lands,  with  other  lands  then  of  him 
the  said  lord  treasurer  in  the  county  of  York, 
ttn,to  the  said  sir  Arthur,  in  eichaogc  for  other 
kaids  of  his,  and  to  give  unto  him  90001.  in 
noney,  for  the  compounding  and  freeing  the 
89td  cstflte  and  iacmnbrances,  which  were  upon 
the  said  lands,  late  Dallison's,  and  of  a  lease 
he  had  of  one  Anthony  Meers,  of  other  lands, 
intermixt   witli    the    said    Dallison^s ,  lands, 
esteemed  of  the  yearly  value  of  4001.  per  aiwK; 
of  wliich  9000K  the  said  lord  treasurer,  after- 
wards, in  Feb.  and  March  1631,  by  the  con- 
tent of  the  said  sir  Arthur,  did  pay  unto  sir  T. 
Mounson,  for  his  interest  in  Dallison's  lands, 
Uie  sum  of  30001.  besides  the  freeing  of  his  the 
said  sir  Tbo.  Mounson's  own  lands  of  the  said 
other  extent,  for  the  said  dlOOL  and  all  the 
residue  of  the  said  9Q001.  he  the  said  lord 
treasurer  hath  paid  and  satisfied,  as  it  hath 
ieen  required  by  the  said  sir  A.  Ingram  ac- 
cordingly ;  which  said  several  sums  of  70001. 
and  QOOOl.  amounting  togetlicr  to  16,0001.  are 
more  than  the  said  h^  and  lands  are  worth, 
1^  and  from  the  time  of  the  said  agreement 
§aT  the  exchange  so  made  between  the  said  brd 
treasurer  and  the  said  sir  Arthur:  and  tliere- 
upon  the  lady  Dalhson,  and  sir  Tbo.  DalHsoo, 
hcf  son,  upon  a  composfition  made  with  them 
^y  the  sua  sir  Arthur,  did,  in  Feb.  1681,  make 
^k^uufpvow^  of  the  suid  loftic*  to* certain 


therein  than  as  the  duty  of  the  place  requires, 
and  (as  he  hath  been  advised  by  his  inaj/s 
learned  council)  convenient  and  lit  to  be  done 
on  his  miy.'s  behalf:  and  therefore,  as  touch- 
ing the  rest  of  the  said  last  Charge,  That  the 
lord  treasurer  having  agreed  with  sir  Tho.  Dal- 
lison,  and  the  officers  of  the  Ordnance,  he,  to 
gain,  indirectly,  and  by  oppressive  means,  aa 
estate  which  sir  Roger  Daliison  had  passed  to 
sir  R.  Smith  and  sir  John  Davey.  ojd  set  oa 
foot  an  outlawry  of  sir  Roger  Dallison's,  and 
thereby  dispossesed  sir  Richard  Smith  and  sir 
John  Davy,  who  had  been  in  possession,  bj 
a  trial  at  law^  using  the  power  of  his  place, 
and  countenance  of  the  king's  service,  to  wrest 
them  out  of  a  lease  and  estate  of  great  value, 
the  lord  treasurer  saith,.  The  same  is  wholly 
mistaken ;  and  that  the  truth  is,  lliat  the  said 
sir  Rd.  Smith,  having  aeon  ve^anceof  all  the  free-* 
hold  lands  which  were  the  said  sir  Rd.  Dallison's, 
in  Scotteo,  as  a  mortgage  for  payment  of  13001, 
and  the  said  sir  Joha  Davy  iiaving  an  assign* 
ment  of  the  said  lease,  as  a  mortgage  for  the 
payment  of  6001.  by  year,  for  10  years,- upon 
a  very  hard  contract  for  monejr,  he  the  said  sir 
Rd.  Smith,  long  before  the  said  treasurer  had 
any  thing  to  do  witli  the  said  lands  or  lease, 
was  dispossesed  of  freehold  lands,  by  virtue  of 
the  said  extent,  for  the  king;  and,  after  soch 
time  as  the  said  lord  Treasurer  had  so  bargain *d 
and  agreed  with  the  said  sir  A.  Ingram,  aod 
had  lefl  the  said  whole  business  to  him  aa 
aforesaid,  it  was  found  that  the  said  sir  Roger 
Daliison  stood  outlawed,  after  judgment,  at 
divers  several  men's  suits,  whereby  the  sam« 
lease  and  interest  was  in  his  maj.  by  meaoa 
whereof  some  difference  grew  between  the  said 
sir  Rd.  Smith,  sir  John  Davy,  and  the  said  sir 
A.  Ingram,  which  the  said  treasurer  used  tho 
best  means  he  could  to  reconcile;  and«  to  that 
end,  endeavoured  to  have  the  same  arbitrated 
and  ended  by  sir  Tho.  Savage  and  sii'  Nich; 
Fortcscue :  but  their  travel  therein  taking  no 
eiTect,   after  some    suits  in   the  prerogative 
court,  the  exchequer,  and  common  pleas,  be^ 
tweeo  sir  Rd.  Smith,  su*  John  Davy,  and  sir 
A.  Ingram,  in  conclusion  (by  and  with  the  con* 
sent  of  all  paities)  the  said  differences  wero 
heard  and  ended  by  sir  Hen.  Hobart,  lord  chief 
justice  of  the  common  pleas,  and  by  the  rest 
of  the.  justices  of  the  same  court ;  by  whose 
mediation  and  order,  there  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  sir  Rd.  Smith  and  sir  John  Davy,  in  satk- 
faction  of  their  estates  and  interest  in  the  said 
lands  and  lease,  over  and  besides  other  great 
sums  of  monev  by  them  formerly  received,  the 
sum  of  3000L    And  touching  the  Cluu^  of 
the  Contract,  about  paying  the  80001.  old  ar^ 
rearsr'the  lord  treasurer  saith,  That  all  the 
BOOOl.  was  not  old  arrears,  as  is  pretended,  fov^ 
that  38001.  thereof  was  then  newly  due  Jb^ 
quarter-books,  for  certain  quarters  ending  at 
Midsummer,  the  next  before  the  said  yaer 
1691.  And  also  aaith^  That  hit  proinise  tUere^ 
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in.  was  made  before  be  became  lord  trea- 
•urer;  and  that  promise  was  but  to  do  liis  eo- 
deavQiur  to  get  tbe  fiOOOl.  paid ;  tbe  same  be- 
ng  a  just  and  due  debt  owing  to  about  100 
poor  families,  wbose  pcessiog  necessities  would 
^ve  icirced  him,  after  be  came  to  tbe  olace  of 
t(eaem*er>  to  have  given  thorn  satisfactK>n,  if  be 
had  made  no  Micb  uncertain  promise  before ; 
And  the  said  debt  was  paid  at  13  several  times, 
Jbj  several  portions,  as  money  could  be  best 
jpared,  between  Marcii  1691,  and  Ma^r  16S3; 
and  the  king  was  so  far  from  being  prejudiced 
hy  tbe  lord  treasurer's  dealing  in  this  bargain, 
that  his  maj.  was  thenebv  ei^ed  from  the  re- 
-laying of  the  said  13,0621.  4s.  10^.  aoconliBg 
to  the  said  covenant :  and,  to  make, it  appear 
that  no  oppression  or  power  was  used  in  this 
purchase,  for  any  private  benefit,  or  otherwise, 
iK)r  that  the  ^aoie  was  f>aid  for  by  making  of 
baronets,  and  suits  to  the  king,  as  is  pretended, 
the  said  treasurer  wBl  undertake,  and  freely 
aiEereth,  that  the  lands  shall  be  convoyed  again 
Co  whom  this  hon.  bouse  sliall  appoint,  upon 
l^ayment  of  th«  said  90001.  and  reassaring  of 
nis  said  leases  and  interests  in  tbe  said  Petty 
Farm's,  with  repayment  of  tbe  monies  received 
tipon  the  same.  It  being  also  apparent  by  his 
dedaratioa.  That  if  any  such  suits,  oppressions, 
or  other  hard  measure,  had  been  oflR;red  touch- 
ing the  said  lands  or  lease,  as  is  alledged  in 
the  said  Charge,  the  same  were  no  way  done 
by  the  lord  treasurer,  or  by  his  privity  or  direc- 
tion, or  whilst  the  said  IsAds  remained  in  his 
bands,  which  was  not  for  above  5  months;  so 
as  the  same  can  in  no  manner  concern  the 
iord  treasurer,  neither  doth  he  know  of  any 
thiag  done  therein  by  any  other,  but  what  hath 
been  just  and  lawful. — And  as  to  tlie  Baronets, 
die  same  nothing  at  all  concerneth  this  matter ; 
ibut  was  a  grace  of  his  maj.  (upon  the  suit  of  a 
nobleman,  who  was  assisted  by  the  lord  trea- 
surer) which  he  was  pleased  to  confer  upon 
sir  Tho.  Mounson,  in  regard  of  the  loss  of  his 
office  of  Hawkes;  and  die  same  taking  no 
effect,  his  maj.  upon  the  said  sir  Tim.  Moun- 
Son*6  late  Petition,  was  pleased,  in  lieu  of  the 
Baronets  formerly  intended  him,  to  errant 
another  suit  for  the  compounding  with  certain 
of  the  copyholders  in  Wakefield,  for  the  value 
of  50l.  by  the  ^ear;  whereof  as  yet  he  hath 
received  no  fruit  at  all.' 

*'  The  humble  Answer  of  the  said  Lord 
Treasurer  to  the  Addition  of  his  Charge 
received  from  the  most  honourable  court 
of  the  higher  House  of  Parliament,  on 
Thursday  the  ft9th  of  Apiil,  1624.*' 

^*To  that  part  which  concerns  him,  as  he 
was  master  of  the  Great  Wardrobe,  the  said 
treasurer  saith,.  '  That  he  held  that  oibce  for 
tbe  3  years  mentioned  in  the  Chaige,  and  that, 
Mrithin  that  time,  he  did  receive  the  ordinary 
assignment  of  20,0001.  per  aun.  or  thereabouts ; 
wherein,  he  conceives,  he  did  no  ill  service  to 
the  king  when  he  did  reduce  the  vast  charge  of 
that  ofl&e  to  £0,0001.  per  ann.  and,  by  3  years 
axfterienc^,  to  ^nr  his  m^*  the  means  how  i 
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that  80/X)0i.  mightbe  again  reduced  to  ii2,000l, 
which,  be  conceives,  is  no  aiigument  that  h« 
bath  brought  that  place  to  any  disorder  or  con- 
fusion, as,  in  a  generality,  is  objected. — It  is 
true  that  he  made  no .  account,  for  his  time, 
neither  for  tha  Wardrobe,  nor  for  the  queen^s 
Funeral;  neither  was  there  any  cause  why  he^ 
shpuld  so  do,  for  that,  by  his  o^j.  s  contract  with 
him  for  the  Wardrobe,  he  was  to  Ui^jchanje  the 
ordinary  charges  thereof  for  ^0,000l.  at  his  owa 
hazard;  and,  for  the  said  Funeral,  having 
warrant,  by  privy  seals,  to  receive  «0,000i. 
be  received  but  tbe  sum  ol'  13,600l.  and  yet 
savod  some  part  thereoiv  besides  what  he  yearly 
stt^ed  U4>on  tlie  ordinary  allowance  of  the 
Wardrobe:  with  all  which  saviugs  he,  from 
time  to  time,  truly  and  particularly  acquain^ 
his  maj.  not  being  willing  to  gain  so  much  W 
the  same  as  he  found  he  did,  without  his  ma),  a 
privity  and  gracious  allowance;  who,  being 
ri^tly  and  truly  informed  of  all  the  particulars, 
did,  upon  the  said  lord  treasurer's  voluntary 
surrendering  of  that  beneficial  Contract  for 
the  Wartirobe,  for  advancement  of  his  maj.'a 
service,  bavins  therein  an  estate  for  his  life,  grant 
him  a  peneralrelcase  and  pardon,  by  indenture 
nnder  die  great  seal  of  England,  for  all  inartew 
concerning  the  said  Office  of  the  Wardroba 
and  Funeral  aforesaid."— He  furtbcrsaith,*Tluit 
in  the  time  of  his  being  in  that  office,  he  paid  • 
divers  extraordinary  sums,  wliich  were  not 
within  his  bargain,  upon  several  warrants  and 
privy  seals;  as,  SOOOl.  to  the  earl  of  Carlisle, 
about  20001.  for  new-furnishing  Ely  house  for 
the  Spanish  Ambassador,  above  lOOOl.  for  ft 
new  rich  barge-cloth,  and  otlicr  extraoitlinanr 
disbursements  of  about  lOOOl.  more;  for  all 
which,  amounting  to  70001.  or  thereabouts,  lie 
never  yet  received,  or  demanded,  any  allow- 
ance; and,  if  any  man  hath  any  thing  owing  tp 
him,  in  the  time  that  the  said  lord  treasur- 
er was  officer,  (as  he  is  well  assured  there  is 
none,  except  some  small  remains  upon  the  foot 
of  some  private  reckoninas)  the  same  arc  n^ 
way  chargeable  upon  the  king;  the  said  ior^ 
treasurer  being  their  proper  debtor,  and  boun^l 
by  that  indenture,  to  discharge  the  same,  wliicji 
he  hath  been  ever  ready,  upon  their  demand, 
to  do  accordingly;  it  being  acknowledged  by 
the  creditors  of  the  wardrobe;  that  they  hav^ 
been  better  paid  and  used  in.  his  time,  than 
either  before  or  since.  And,  concerning  tli# 
Charge  of  his  not  duly  serving  the  lord  cham- 
berlain's Warrants  for  Supplies,  it  toay  well 
b**  that  some  few  parcels,  in  some  warrants, 
which  could  not  then  be  suddenly  provided, 
were,  upon  that  occasion,  or  b*  some  fault  or 
negligence  of  his  servants  trdtted  in  thatbnsi^ 
nes8,*'left  unseived;  but  that  neither  hath 
been,  is,  or  shall  be,  anylos?  tp  tlie  kiog;  for 
be  acknowledgeth  it  to  be  jtist  and  fir^  that  Iw 
should  provide  and  furnish  the  same  at  his 
own  charges:  tho*  the  neglect  of  that  little  is 
no  great  matter,  considering  he  has  disbursed 
so  much  for  his  msj.  in  extraordinarie^  as 
aforesaid,  for  which  he  never  yet  bad  any 
allowancc.^^To  that  ex|)kimtion  of  ^  fottner 
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Charge,  concerning  his  not  repUying  the  mer- 
chant^  the  Imposts  dne  unto  them,  U|>on  the 
expurtation  oJ  Sugars  formerly  imported,  ac- 
cording to  hia  maj/s  letters  pateiu,  of  the  5th 
Sept.  1610,  the  lord  treusurcr  saith,  That  the 
usage  in  that  particular  b  socli  now,  as  hath 
been  ever  shice  the  Impost  was  first  laid,  with- 
out ^ny  alteration  by  him,  or  any  for  him,  in 
bis  time :  neither  did  any  merchant  bring  his 
certificate,  and  make  his  demand  for  that 
allowance,  according  to  the  fbmf  prescribed 
by  these  letters  patent,  as  the  lord  treasurer  is 
itiformed  by  those  that  farm  the  imposts  of 
bim ;  and  tiu-refore  there  could  be  no  denial 
when  there  was  no  demand  made.  And,  be- 
sidefe,  this  is  so  far  from  being  a  matter  of  benefit 
to  the  lord  treasurer,  that  the  farmers  of  the 


impost  under  him,  (who  should  have  that  prtv 
fit,  if  there  be  any)  have  been,  and  are  willing 
to  give  the  merchants  content  iu  their  desire, 
if  fhey  will  petition  his  m.ij.  and  sue  out  a 
privy  seal  to  warrant  it;  without  which,  it  bath 
ever  been  understood,  it  could  not  be  done  In 
respect  to  the  king's  interest  therein,  and  in 
regard  it  never  hath  been  allowed  heretofore. — 
AH  which  the  said  lord  treasurer  doth  aver  to 
be  true  in  nil  points,  ajid  shall  Ik*  ready  to  justify 
and  maintain  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  this 
bon:  court  shall  award. — MrDniF.^F.x." 

After  these  affairs  were  all  road,  the  Lords 
r<»ceived  a  Message  from  the  ComnKins,  im- 
porting, "That  they  desired  a  conference  with 
their  lordships,  on  the  subject  of  two  bills, 
then  before  them;  and,  at  the  same  time,  they 
presented  a  Petition  to  the  house  from  divers 
Merchants,  whole  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, containini^  a  Complaint  ajiain^t  the 
Lord  Treasurer,  for  an  Imposition  on  Hops; 
M-hich  complaint  they  hmnbly  referred  unto 
their  lorcS^-hipj*,  and  compared  the  same  with 
the  Imposition  laid  on  French  Wines,  even 
when  their  merchandize  was  in  the  river  ot" 
Thames:  and  aftirmed  that  this  had  doubled 
the  oppression  on  the  merchants;  for  that  the 
archduchess,  out  of  whose  country  the  IJops 
came,  did  thereujon  lay  new  impoMtions  upon 
the  manufactures  of  tfiis  land.  lastly.  The 
Commons  conceive,  that  tliis  new  Imposition 
un  Hops  was  laiil,  without  nny  other  warrant 
than  the  lord  treasurer's  letter." 

This  Petition  from  the  Merchants  was  or- 
'dered  to  be  read,  and  uus  as  follows  : 

"  The  humble  Petition  of  sundry  Merchants 
whose  Xanics  arc  here  undor'suU-'cril)ed. 

"  Most  humble  shew.  That  whereas,  in  the 
reigii  ofthe  late  queen  Liiz,  continually,  and 
until  the  2nd  year  of  the  kinu\s  maj/a  reign 
that  now  is,  Hops  were  rated  for  the  Cilstom 
ihei-eof  at  l-^d  per  every  cwt.  Ar'terwanis, 
in  the  ti.uic  when  the  earl  of  .Salisbury  was 
lord  treasurer,  there  was  imposed  on  Irb/ps  6d. 
upon  every  cwt.  wliich  was  done  by  coment  of 
Uie  merchants;  which  said  custom* and  impost 
bath  continued  so  until  Oct.  I(i22.  At  tlie.tin»e, 
^•l»en  your  petitioners;  and  others  bad  br«)ui:ht 
into  tbif  kingdom,  and  into  the  river  Thamls, 


great  quantities  of  Hops,  the  now  lord  tit»  | 
hurer  wrote  his  Letter  to  the  Costbm  Uiacc 
'J'jmt  no  Entries  of  any  Hops  should  be  taut 
till  farther  order  from  bim ;  so  that  your  Peti- 
tioners Hops,  lay  long  in  ships  aad  lighten,  o 
their  great  charges,  and  damage  of  the  siii 
bops ;  %vliicb  was  done  without  your  petitionen 
knowledge,  they  nothing  mistrusting  inj  Mid 
composition ;  so  tliat  before  your  peuiiuocn 
could  be  sudered  to  take  up  their  good»,  the] 
were  forced  to  pay  10s.  for  every  cwt  ot'H^ 
over  and  above  the  duty  and  impost  tion 
said. — That  divers  strangers  of  Flanders,  u 
others,  have  received  up  their  goods  upon  bod 
by  reason  of  tlie  archduchess's  ambas&adtiR 
but  divers  of  tliem  have  not  yet  paid  their  dm 
nies,  nor  entered  to  pay,  as  they  themselti 
have  given  forth  in  speeches ;  notiwiLhsiaodii 
the  petitioners,  most  of  them,  were  forced 
pay  iu  their  monies,  uiihout  any  fa\oar, 
their  great  and  intolerable  loss  and  himlruK 
and  otliers  have  entered  into  bonds  lur  t 
same,  which  are  yet  in  force. — Tliat,  b^  re* 
of  the  said  impost,  so  exacted  from  the  pet 
oners,  and  others,  as  af(>resaid,  there  was  a  p 
impost  laid  on  in  Flanders,  in  the  archduchc 
country,  from  whence  the  said  Hops  ou 
upon  Fustians  and  other  of  our  native  o 
modities ;  which  have  been  to  the  great 
oi*  the  petitioners,  and  to  the  grcsU.  hurt 
prejudice  of  the  commonwealth  in  ge\v 
and  of  no'beneiit  to  his  maj.  for  the  present 
that,  since  this  great  ii^positiou,  there  bail 
come  liithcr  the  20th  part  of  those  commoc 
as  fonnerly. —  The  Petitioners  humbly  in 
the  hon.  as&einbly  to  take  consideration  o 
premises,  and  to  be  a  means  unto  bis  inaj 
the  said  Petitioners  may  be  repaid  the 
money  so  exacted ;  and  that  the  iinposis 
the  Hops  as  aforesaid,  which  are  still  cooti 
I  may  be  reduced  unto  the  former  rule  of 
,  upon-  every  hundred  weight  of  the  siud  ] 
I  n  hereby  your  Petitioners  may  be  tlie 
enabled  to  continue  their  trade,  >vbich 
wise  they  must  of  necessity  desert.  An 
thcr,  that  their  bonds^  formerly  eiitere< 
inav  be  re-delivered  uuti  thcui  to  b< 
celled.*' 

May  5.  The  house  waited  upon  hi:»  i 
tlie  Banijuetting  House  at  Whitehall,  z 
the  7th,  the  Lord  Keeper  made  a  repori 
Lords  of  his  maj .'»  speech  to  them  :  1: 
cause  the  said  speech,  he  said,  was  in  in 
his  Idp.  de^ired  that  he  might  read  lIh 
which  he  did  in  tliesc  w  ords : 

**  His  Majesty's  Speech  at  WhitchuU 
upper  Houjje  of  Parliament,  May  ', 
concerning  the  Lord  Treasurer, 

'*  My  Lords  !  Of  mercy  and  of  jii 
both,  my  lords,  my  speech  shall  be  ui 
There  it»  a  great  officer  of  mine  shortiv 
before  you,  accused  of  divers  K^li^•derl 
I  am  the  judge  in  who^e  room  yon  sir 
ercise.  judgment;  for  afl  I  am  under  Ci*.* 
throne,  so  you  are  onder  me  :  tI>crefor» 
been  dcairous  that  I  might  open    ixxy2>^ 
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you,  aneDt  this  matter  and  occasion ;  and,  as  I 
liAve  once  said  in  a  pari,  before  to  jou,  so  will 
I,promij»e  to  shew  you,  as  in  a  chrystal,  my 
l^art  out  of  my  mouth,  in  buch  sort  as  noJ'jilse 
hj?art  or  tongue  shall  be  able  to  blemish  what 
I  shall  represent  unto  you. — It  ismyjudj^mont, 
next  under  God,  which  you  are  to  exercise  at 
this  lime;  and  tlierefore,  as  a  judge  instructs 
the  jury  before  the  prisoner  departs  from  the 
bar,  so  it  becomes  me  to  tell  you  Iiow  to  carry 
yourselves  in  this  great  business  ;  and  the  cause 
licreof  is  this,  because  I  am  l>ound  in  conscience 
to  he  careful  of  your  carriage  herein;  for,  if 
ypur  judgments  should  faU  contrary  to  my  ap- 
probation, I  protest  to  God  it  would  be  a  great 
xuisery  to  me,  and  a  greater  grief  unto  your 
hearts. — Before  the  last  pari.  I  nevex  saw  any 
precedent  of  this  nature :  in  the  last,  against 
another  great  officer  of  mi«ie  (lord  Bacon)  there 
needed  no  admonition  from  me,  because  ye 
had  *  reum  con6tentem;'  in  this  the  party 
stands  upon  his  justification ;  and  therefore  ye 
have  more  need  to  take  and  examine  it  well. 
There  is  no  doubt  at  all  of  your  doing  justice ; 
you  are  most  of  you  nobly  born,  the  rest  are 
iioble  by  their  places ;  you  are  the  most  ho- 
nourable jury  of  England;  nor  do  I  inund  fur- 
ther to  instruct  you,  than  to  give  your  eyes, 
n^any  eyes  see  more  than  one,  some  lii^bt  into 
tbb  matter.  No  king  is  the  worse  for  the  ad- 
vice of  his  CO!  ncnl,  nor  shall  you  be  for  re- 
ceiving my  advice  and  instruction. — In  all  mati- 
tcrs  of  trial  where  are  denials,  two  thint^^  are 
specially  to  be  considered,  the  verity  of  the 
ftict  and  greati>es6  of  the  guilt.  For  the  Jst, 
you  cJinuot  be  too  diligent  in  the  search  of  the 
verity  of  the  fapt ;  for  *  satius  est  reum  dimit- 
tere  qua. a  iuaqcentum  damnnre.*  For  the  3nd, 
You  are  to  consider  duly  the  qtudity  of  the  of^ 
fence  ;  for,  if  yom  punishment  be  far  inferior 
to  the  crime,  it  is  an  invitation  to  commit  new 
otTenges.     And,  if  It  be  over  and  above  the 


him  against  great  personages  and  mean,  with- 
out sparing  any  man.  Buckingham  laid  the 
irrouiid  and  bare  the  envy ;  he  tO(ik  the  labo- 
rious and  ministerial  part  upon  him,  and  thus 
he  came  up  to  his  pretermmt.-t-I  was  deceived 
if  he  was  not  a  good  othcer;  he  wtis  an  mstru- 
ment,  under  Buckingluun,  for  reformation  uf 
the  Household,  the  Navy,  and  tho  Exchequer; 
Buckingham  setting  him  on,  and  taking  upon 
himself  the  envy  of  all  tlie  officers.  And  he 
himself  protested  many  a  time  to  me.  That  he 
had  not  been  able  to  do  me  any  service,  iu  tlia 
ministerial  part,  if  Buckingham  had  not  backed 
him  in  it.  Hereupon  I  thought  him  tiie  littcst 
man  for  this  place;  he  had  seen  beU>rq  the 
Abuses  in  the  Exchequer,  in  the  Navy,  and  in 
a  thoussind  otlier  particulars. — I  must  therefore 
put  you  in  mind  of  one  thing,  and  justice 
forceth  me  so  to  do  :  he  cannot  but  have  a 
many  enemies ;  all  Treasurers,  if  they  do  good 
sei-vice  to  their  masters,  must  be  generally 
liated,  us  M.  Hosney  was  in  France.  And  a 
Treasurer  caimot  oblige  me  more,  th^n  when  I 
find  suitoj-s  beg  from  me,  and  pray  me  not  to 
send  my  reference  to  tJie  Treasurer,  because 
he  gives  them  no  good  Answer.  Tivo. kinds  of 
people  are  continually  hated  in  court.  Trea- 
surers and  Ushers  ;  because  tiiis  latter  must  of 
riecessity  put  disgraces  upon  mcu,  and  the 
treasurers  must  keep  the  king  from  importunity 
of  many  suitors.  I  pray  judge  not  by  the  af- 
fections of  the  people,  nor  by  the  hatred  of  the 
people ;  you  must  avoid  both  these ;  and  there- 
fore judges  of  old  we r^  painted  bhnd.— Th« 
2nd  thing  I  reconmiend  to  your  consideration 
is,  That  you  look  upon  a  sound  trial,  so  that 
the  Offi?nce  be  clear ;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
when  you  find  a  cause  of  punishment,  let  it  be 
uithin  and  not  without  the  limits  of  his  dc^ert. 
— >.o\\'  I  shall  vccojnmend  to  yoa  some  Ge- 
nerals; not  for  his  fespcct  or  particular,  but 
my  own,  my  son's  and  posterity's,  and  your 


offence,  it  is  plain  injustice  and  tyranny :  there-    own,  mv  lords,  whose  part  God  kuowi  when  it 

foifc  your  punishment  nmst  be  ever  bounded  in  '"  t   .         •  :..!__       i. 

measure  and  moderation,  according  to  the  qua- 
lity of  the  ofTeiice.  You  will  do,'  1  am  sure, 
what  a  jury  doth,  for  you  have  taken  a  greater 
oath  than  they;  you  have  sworn,  upon  your 
honour,  to  me ;  by  your  ctmscicuce,  towards 
God. — 'And  here  1  shall  give  a  touch  of  two 
tilings ;  Ut,  I  shall  speak  of  the  Person  of  the 
Wan,  and  then  of  uiy  Opinion  of  the  Course 
^hich  you  are  to  hold  in  your  judicature  at  this 
time.---  For  the  Person  of  the  Man  ;  tho  first 
acquaintance  tliat  I  had  with  him  was  by  the 
lord  of  Northampton  (who  is  with  God)  who 
Ql'ten  brought  him  unto  me  a  private  man,  be- 
fprc  ho  was  so  much  as  my  servant.  He  then 
made  so  many  projects  lor  my  profit,  that 
Buckingham  fell  in  .liking  uith  him,  after  the 
carl  of  Northampton's  death,  and  brought  him 
into  my  service.  For  I  profess  it  here  openly, 
and  I  am  glad  he  is  not  by  to  hear  me.  That, 
l^esides  him,  I  never  saw  young  courtier  that 
was  so  careful  for  the  king's  profit,  v\iihoutany 
Inspect,  as  Buckingham  was.  Uc  found  this 
t^n  HO  studious  for  my  profits,  that  he  backed 


mny  fall  unto.  Let  no  man's  particular  ends 
brini;  forth  a  precedent,  that  may  be  prqjudi- 
cial  to  you  all  and  your  lufirs  after  you  ;  pre- 
cede nts  there  are  none  of  many  years,  before 
this  and  the  last  sessions.  The  informers  are- 
the  T^iwer  House,  and  the  Upper  House  are 
tlie  judges.  If  the  accusation  come  in  by  tiie 
party  wronged,  then  you  have  a  fair  entrance 
for  justice ;  if  )>y  men  tliat  search  and  huut 
after  other  men's  lives,  beware  of  it,  it  is  dan* 
gerous ;  it  may  be  your  own  case  another  time. 
No  man  can  stand  upright  before  God  and 
man,  if  every  act  of  his  should  be  enquiped 
after  and  liunted  out  by  every  man,  Uwugh  it 
concerns  him  not. — ^The  main  ground  in  an  In- 
fonnation  is  this,  The  party  complaining  should 
say,.l'hii  wrong  he  hith  done. ine^  if  be  hath, 
corrupted  judicature  in  judgn^eut,  or  taken  a 
Bribe  to  the  hurt  of  thftiiuunxjat;  if,  in  Extor- 
tion, he  hath  wr<jste<l,  by  violence,  from  the 
party;  here  is  a  JAst  urountt  for  an  accusation. 
But  for  every  busv  follow  lo  tm*n  inquisitor  is 
a  tiling  insufferable ;  how  faivit  falls  tbusi,  iu. 
tliis  pJ\rtic^hkC,  1  K^ovy   not,      Q.;bery,  „as  L 
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vpould  define  it,  is  where  a  judge  receiver  a 
reward  against  the  innocent ;  Extortion  is  done, 
when  money  is  wrung  from  the  subject  by  the 
greatness  of  a  man's  power,  and  by  the  denial 
of'jusiice;  Misdemeanor  is,  when  a  man  abu- 
«eth  his  place,  and  oppresserh  the  poor  sub- 
jects. I  have  discussed  this  point,  and  I  do  not 
doubt  but,  when  he  comes  before  you,  yon  will 
hear  him  with  t<?mper  and  palience. — ^Now,  my 
lords,  I  speak  for  justice ;  if  this  party  have 
done  so,  after  such  an  example  shewed  the  last 
session,  his  fault  is  double;  for  he  came  in 
upon  a  reformation,  and  he  discovered  the  cor- 
ruptions of  others.  This  I  would  say  to  you,  if 
I  was  to  die  this  boar :  errors  by  mistaking, 
God  forbid  that  you  should  be  rigorous  in  cen- 
5ttring  them ;  but  errors  thot  are  wilful,  spare 
them  not. — Some  curious  men  may  say,  perad- 
venture,  he  might,  in  some  points,  have  done 
Isetrer ;  but  this  is  aot  criminal  in  him :  but  if, 
by  deceit  and  cozenage,  by  helping  himself,  he 
bath  hindered  my  estate,  he  is  wors^  than  a 
devil.  Treasurers  cannot  be  barred  from  sue- 
ing,  and  the  king's  liberality  no  man  can  con- 
troul.  If  he  hath  helpedf  himself,  with  the 
king's  loss,  I  speak  not  for  him. — ^Lastly,  there 
are  divers  things  laid  to  his  charge,  which  ^ere 
done  with  nay  knowledge  and  approbation ;  let 
bim  bear  no  charge  for  that,  for  that  is  mine, 
and  I  must  bear  it.  For  if  you  question  him 
for  any  such  thing,  you  punish  me ;  if  any 
thing  touches  n[K)n  him  in  that  kind,  either 
meddle  not  with  it,  or  stay  and  know  the  verity 
from  me.  I  jove  my  servants,  God  is  my  wit- 
ness, but  it  is  only  for  virtue's  sake ;  and  he  is 
an  unhappy  master  that  doth  not  love  a  faith- 
ful servant.  But,  if  the^c  appear  in  any  of 
them  falshood  and  treachery,  and  deceit  under 
trust,  my  love  is  gone.  If,  of  an  an^l,  he  be- 
come a  devil,  I  will  never  excuse  hira :  I  will 
tjever  mi>iirtain  any  man  in  a  bad  cause :  *  Et 
sic  finitur  fabuk."' 

The  Report  of  the  King's  Speech  being  made, 
the  lord  keeper  obscrv^  further,  ♦«  That  bis 
maj.  said,  he  did  not  deliver  this  speech  out 
of  any  suspicion  of  their  lordships*,  but  only  in 
discharge  of  his  duty  and  conscience."  Which 
the  house  ordered  to  be  entered. — ^Tbe  Lord 
Treasurer  being  to  appear  this  day  at  the  bar, 
it  was  finjt  agreed,  Tnat  when  his  Idp.  came  he 
shonld  kneeT.  And  being  brought  to  the  bar, 
}>y  the  gentleman  usher,  not  having  hi?  staff  in 
his  hand  as  lord  treasurer,  be  kneeie<l  until  the 
lord  keeper  willed  liira  to  stand  up?. 

The  Attorney  General  opens  the  Charge 
against  the  Lord  Treasurer  as  Master  of 
the  Wardrobe. 

Then  mr.  Sei^feairt  Crewe  came  to  the  clerk's 
tftb)«,  and  o^ed  the  Charge  against  him  to 
this  eflfect  T 

**  The  C6fimMin8  of  England,  being  the  ge- 
7i«rtii  inqui6iti>rs  of  the  sores  and  grievances  o\ 
ihe  kingdom,  have  presented  their  Compkint 
against  this  great  lo»-d  and  officer;  whereof, 
i*id  6f  other  misdemeanors,  their  lordships  have 
before  takea  eognizauce.    That  be  is  c^  C^arg^ 


him,  the  Lord  Treasorer,  with  ViolitiMi  ud 
Breach  of  Trust,  in  defrauding  the  king  wfea 
trusted  him ;  And  with  Bribe^  and  Opwfj- 
sion. — ^That  he  would  begin  with  tes  W 
ship's  misdemeanors  in  the  olfice  of  the  WiH 
robe;  and  shew,  That,  heretofore,  thatofec 
being  very  expensive  to  his  maj.  by  reason  i 
the  charge  and  provision  of  his  maj.  for  ti 
queen,  for  prince  Henry,  the  queen  of  Boheni 
and  the  prince's  highness  that  now  is,  he,  tj 
said  lord  treasurer,  informed  his  ili^.  of  tl 
greatness  of  his  charge,  and  that  he  would  a 
his  mnj.  a  great  part  thereof;  wherciipoo 
procured  the  ofBce  to  himself;  but  he  sw 
charged  with  nothing,  save  the  ordinary  pre 
sion  for  his  maj. — He  is  made  Master  of 
Wardrobe,  Sept.  14,  16  Jac  And,  Dec. 
18  Jac.  the  king  reciting,  «  Whereas  we 
certain  notice  that  sir  Lionel  Crnnfield,  in 
execution  of  the  said  office,  hath  so  directly 
carefully  performed  the  said  trust,  in  that 
half  committed  to  him,  as  that,  by  the  ^ 
time  of  his  service  there,  great  sums  of  mt 
have  been,  and  are  likely,  yearly,  to  be  aba 
in  comparison  of  former  expences  thercii 
some  years  past :  and  also  that,  by  the  c 
nuance  of  his  care  and  good  endeas^cmrs  in 
said  service,  our  former  great  yearly  exp 
of  the  Wardrobe  hath  been  reduced  whliu 
sum  of  20,0001.  and  yet  with  the  aiainten 
of  the  former  state  thereof;  amd  that  of  SO, 
assiimed  for  the  queen's  Funeral,  he  ha 
ceived  15,5001.  and  no  more ;  and  that  th< 
sir  Lionel  by  his  discreet  and  careful  pe»  I 
ance  of  that  trust,  hath,  with  the  s«airf  15 
discharged  the  said  Fnneral  honourabtj,  t 
such  sort  as  was  requisite,  and  hath  br 
the  said  charge  within  the  sum  of  15,500 
yet  there  vi-ere  black  cloths  and  atutfs 
value  of  90001.  or  thereabouts,  and  aom 
also  of  the  said  money  sa^^ed  :"  the  kinc;, 
upon,  grants  him  all  that  he  hiut  sa'i 
20,0001.  for  the  year  ended  at  Micha 
1619,  and  for  another  year  ended  at  Mi 
mas,  1620,  the  ordinary  charges  dedactc 
which  sums  he  agrees  to  discharge  the  or 
charge  of  the  Wardrobe;  and  the  king 
the  black  cloths,  stuffs,  and  monies  oi 
said  sir  Lionel,  remaining  of  the  said  1 
for  the  Funeral,  for  his  disbarsements  I 
ordinary  of  the  Wardrobe,  for  which 
to  account;  bnt  not  for  the  sirrpkisa^re 
he  savedof  the  20,0001.-— Dec.  27,  18  J 
king  makes  tliesame  Recital,  *  ut  sapriEi: 
having  given  the  surplusi^  for  9  year^ 
doth  now  continue  it  for  life,  yearly  at  ]N 
mas,  upon  his  account,  for  the  Wardm 
necessary  disbursements  deducted,  axi 
him  the  surplusage  without  further  acxn 
Jan.  11,  19  Jac.  the  lord  trca«irer  atir 
his  Patent.  Note,  He  got,  in  these  fast  : 
80001.  per  ann.  and  had  600OK  given 
his  farewell.  In  toto,  30,0001.— Jan.  18, 
the  king  pardons  him  all  sums  ^  m< 
ceived  by  him  for  the  Funeral  <nr  'Wa 
and  be  covenants  to  discharge  th^  kin« 
debts  as  were  due  by  him  for  ^e    Wi 
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By  tbk  it  ppfdin  how  the  king  tnists  the  lord 
treaflurer,  bemg  master  of  the  Wardrobe,  and 
what  cxpejetatiou  the  king  bad  of  his  ^traor- 
iGUnarj  service ;  that  the  expences  sl^uld  be 

,  jttvtch  abated  and  diminished,  and  jet  the  state 
of  the  Wardrobe  piaintaiued  by  competent  and 
sufficient  supplies,  and  that  what  tAe  supplies 
nvere,  shoula  appear  upon  account ;  and  there- 
upon the  account  was  directed  by  the  patent. 
*— And  now  see,  my  lords,  how  the  Wardrobe 
is  brought  into  confusion,  and  how  far  it  is 
from  the  old  state  thereof;  which,  by  the  pa- 
tent of  my  lord,  should  have  been  maintained. 
And,  in  this,  will  nppe^  upto  your  lordships 

,  plainly,  Breach  of  Trust  aa(t  Fraud. — ^Ihe 
ii^arrants  to  be  sened  for  the  Wjjrdrobe,  came 
from  my  lord  chamberlain,  from  the  master  of 
the  household,  and  from  the  grobip  of  the 
seole.  The  warrants  and  emptions  thereupon 
were  usually,  heretofore,  entered  in  the  clerk 
pf  the  Wardrobe's  books,  that  the  provisions 
and  particulars  supplied  might  appear  *  but,  in 
my  hird  treasurers  time,  no  warrants  are 
brought  in  or  entered ;  no  emptions  entered,- 
por  book  of  expences  kept  by  the  clerk,  as  it 
ought  to  be. — ^The  clerk  should  have  surveyed 
the  parcels ;  but  could  not,  through  my  lord's 
default ;  neither  is  there  any  Account  made 
as  ought  to  have  been :  and  all  this  is  contrary 
to  the  patent,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king, 
and  of  the  officers  and  workmen  in  the  Ward- 
robe. And,  to  the  end  his  proceedings  in  that 
office  might  not  be  discovered,  this  ensued  fur- 
ther upon  it,  that  the  warrants  were  sensed 
short,  and  many  not  served  at  all ;  those  that 
were  served,  were  base  and  ill,  stuffed  with  great 
delay  and  long  suit;  and  yet  the  suitors  for 
the  same  were  slighted  by  my  lord  and  bis  offi- 
cers.— And  although  my  lord  hud  his  money 
impressed  to  him,  yet  he  made  slack  and  slow 
payments,  with  great  abatements  of  the  prices 
formerly  allowed.  And,  at  my  lord's  depart- 
ing from  the  oS^cey  in  Jan.  19  Jac.  he  gets  a 
piutlon  for  all  he  hath  received,  without  rtny 
Account,  and  obtained  a  lease  of  the  Sugars,  for 
a  recompence  of  his  surrender  of  that  office." 

Mr.  Serjeant  Crew  having  thus  far  opened 
the  Charge;  the  clerk  by  his  direction,  read 
the  Depositions  of  Witnesses  taken  to  prove 
the  same :  wiiich  depositions  will  be  found  at 
length  in  the  Lords' Journals  vol.  3,  p.  345,  after 
which  the  lord  keeper  moved,  Tnaf  the  lord 
treasurer  might  answer  his  particular  Charge 
touching  the  Wardrobe.  His  Idp.  thereupon 
demanded  Ink  and  Paper,  and  had  it. 

The  Lord  Treasurer's  Answer  as  to  the 
Wardrobe. 

Then  the  lord  treasurer  answered,  *<  That 
htsmaj.  used  his  service  in  many  particulars 
touching  his  estate ;  as,  in  the  Navy,  the  House- 
hold, and  Wardrobe.  That  he  found  the  ex- 
pences of  the  Wardrobe  of  a  vast  sam ;  every 
one  made  what  bills  they  would,  and  did  set 
what  prices  tlicy  would.  When  lie  was  ma«*ter 
of  that  office,  he  sc^nt  for  the  artificers,  and, 
t(rfd  them.  Vat  he  wodd  not  {ook  upon  what 


was  past ;  but  that  hereaflcr,  the  prices  should 
be  reasouable,  and  the  king's  money  should 
be  ready,  and  they  duly  paid.  That  them 
were  many  fees  to  be  quarterly  paid  in  the 
Wardrobe;  all  which  were  duly  paid.  As  for 
Canning  and  Pulford,  he  gave  them  2s.  in  tlie 
pound  more  than  another  would  have  sold  for : 
he  bought  little  of  those  of  the  Wardroi)e,  but 
chiefly  much  of  the  merchants ;  and  had  a  good 
merchants  shop  in  the  Wardrobe,  and  bought 
of  tlie  best. — ^That  Pulford  complains  not  of  a 
hard  price,  but  that  he  had  not  the  ancient 
price. — As  touching  the  not  serving  of  divers 
warrants,  That^  bis  business  being  many,  lie  re- 
ferred those  to  his  servant  Coiebeck:  That 
not  above  the  value  of  7  or  8001.  remained  un- 
served ;  whereas  he  hath  laid  oat  C  or  TOOOl. 
upon  the  EKtraordinaries  of  that  office  fas,  for 
furnishing  Ely  house  for  the  Spanish  ambas- 
sador, a  rich  barge  cloth  for  the  king,  and 
many  other  things ;  and  that  he  gave  the  earl 
of  Carlisle,  his  predecessor  in  that  office,  300^. 
—As  touehing  tlie  baseness  of  the  Staif  served 
ip>  he  desirea  they  might  be  compared  with 
those  formerly  served  in ;  and  affirmed  they 
were  much  better. — And  whereas  some  com- 
plain they  were  slighted,  wlien  tJiey  were  suit*' 
ors  for  the  warrants  to  be  served,  his  Idp.  de* 
sired  they  migltt  be  examined,  whether  tlie^ 
were  slighted  h%  him  or  no^ — As  touching  the 
Account,  his  Idp.'f^iswered,  That,  by  the  pa- 
tent, which  was  read,  lie  was  to  account;  but 
that  he  had  another  patent,  if  be  be  not  de- 
ceived, without  account ;  which  his  Idp.  deli- 
vered :  and  the  clerk  read  the  same ;  and  also 
his  maj.'s  explanation  upon  the  lease  ofSugars^ 
granted  to  the  lord  treasurer^  upon  his  sar- 
rendor  of  the  Wardrobe." 

Then  mr.  Serjeant  Crew  observed  to  tbe 
Lords,  out  of  both  those,  **  lljat  his  Idp.  wa»' 
to  account  for  the  ordinary  disbursements  of 
tlie  Wardrobe." — ^I'hc  Lord  Treasurer  answeiw 
ed,  "  That  he  conceived  he  was  not  to  ac- 
count: That  he  first  redijced  that  office  from 
the  vast  charge  he  told  the  king  of;  and  whert^ 
as  lie  was  allowed  90,0001.  per  ann.  for  the 
same,  he  told  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  2  years 
since,  that  he  got  too  much  thereby;  and  that  it 
might  be  defrayed  for  12,0001.  per  ann. ;  and 
(hat  he,  having  reduced  that  office  from  SO, 
nay  40,0001.  per  ann.  unto  12,0001.  is  a  good 
account. — Hereupon  divers  lords  presently  af- 
firmed, That  the  duke  of  Buckini^hani  had  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  lord  treasurer,  when  he 
was  to  surrender  the  wardrobe  to  the  earl  of 
Denbigh,  did  acquaint  his  grace  with  the  great- 
ness of  gains  io  that  office ;  but,  to  the  end  h« 
might  have  a  great  recompence,  first  he  named 
4000J.  per  ann.  and  afterw.^rds  80001.  and  that 
this  ^re\r  on  the  lease  of  Sugars  to  his  lord- 
ship. 1  hen  mr.  Seijeant  Crew  observed,  That 
the  Charge  against  the  lord  treasurer  is  upon 
proof;  his  lordship's  Answer  upon  averment ; 
wliich  he  humbly  referred  to  their  lordship's 
consideration.  And  thus  ended  the  Charge 
touchfti^  the  Wardrobe.'*  And  then  the  lord 
treasor^  was  withdrawn. 
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rhe  Lord  Keeper  removed  to  the  earls  |  is  charged,  is  for  3  several  Corruptions ;  two 
1,  to  satiaiy  the  bou>e  touching  the  lord  i  oF  thcni  di&guiscd  under  the  shadow  and  pre- 
irer's  speech,"  That  the  dwkc  of  Bucking-  !  text  of  a  hargaui ;  and  the  tlurd  of  H  new-year'* 
icnew  of  his  chains  in  the  Wardrohe;  and  |  G;ift.  Concerning  the  two  former:  it  cannot. 
Lheir  lorii^hip&,  That  he  well  rcaicuibers,  '  l)e  denied,  That,  Feb.  (5,  17  Jac.  his  maj.  did 
vhen  the^uke  of  Huckingliam  waved  his  j  lea»e  unto  sir  Nich.  Salter,  and  others,  the 
to  place  sir  Liortel  Craalield  treajiurer,  ]  cuwouis  and  imposts  of  French  and  llhenish 

Wines,  from  Michaelmas,  1<)22,  for  9|  jears  ; 
and  did  covenant  wirh  the  lessees  not  to  h  tc 
i\uy  new  imposition  upon  tl>e  wines,  during  the 
continuance  of  that  lease,  without  the  a^sseni; 
of  the  lessees.  And,  Jan.  19  Jac.  the  king 
made  a  lease  unto  sir  John  \VoI>teuholme,  and 
others,  for  divers  years,  of  the  great  customs  ; 
in  which  lease  there  was  a  covenant,  on  the 
part  of  the  farmers,  that  they  should  put  in  se- 
curity for  the  payment  of  their  rent^ ;  and,  for 
perlormance  of  this  covenant,  they  were  to 
have  the  allowance  and  warrant  of  the  lord 
treasurer,  without  which  the  king's  remem^ 
br.aj)c6r  would  not  take  their  bonds.  Jan.  14^ 
19  Jac.  a  new  impost  of  31.  per  tun,  was  set 
upon  the  Wines;  and  the  same  being  done 
withoia  tlie  consent  of  the  farmers,  and  to 
their  great  damage,  they  "cre  to  expect  rccom-» 
pence  for  the  same  upon  their  covenant.  Upon 
these  two  occasions,  the  farmer*  of  the  several 
farms  were  necessarily  occasioned  to  become 
suitors  to  the  lord  treasviier;  the  one  for  re- 
compence  and  reparation  of  thoir  loss,  the . 
othex  foe  allowance  of  their  security,  ftiid  his^ 
v;arrant  to  accept  it. — -The  farnicis  of  the 
Wines  began  their  suit  to  the  lord  treasurer 
aJ70ut  Jan.  or  Feb.  anno  19  Jac.  and  contyiucd 
it  with  much  instance  until  Dec.  anno  20  Jag^ 
10  or  11  montlis  together  without  success; 
whereupon  they  found  means  to  have  access  to 
the.  king  himself,  and  represented  their  grief 
ny  an  Jiumble  Petition;  which  his  maj.  au- 
swcrcd  most  graciously,  aud.gave  strait  charge 
to  the  lord  treasurer  to  gi\  <;  them  a  speedy  dis- 
patch, and, conclude  with  ihcm  upon  &uch  a 
recornptuice,  .4is  in  honour  and  justice  was  fit. 
And.  thereupon,  Dec.  31,  1(322,  the  lord  trea- 
surer did  Jiprcu  witli  them,  that  they  should  be 
allowed  95001.  to  be  defalked  ui  01  years  out 
of  their  rt^n^,  alVcr  the  rate  of  lOOUl^  per  ann. 
Thi»^^eing4igreed  on,  they  were  to  have  his  lord-. 
?hip^  wiyraut  to  the  king's  attorney,  for  draw- 
ing ^  book  accoijding  to  the  i^grcemcnt ;  which 
wiuraiit  was  speedily  prepared  and  drawn  by 
his  lordship's  sec|*etary  ;  but  delayed  from  Dec, 
.'H,  an.  20  Jac.  linti!  June  2.1,  an.  21  Jac.  And 
t(ic  f^uinprs  of  the  t' rent  Customs  having  di-j 
vidt'd  the  farms  into  32  pa^^is,  every  of  whicl^. 
part  was  to  give  his  maj.  security  of  15001.  for 
ipayni*Mt  of  their  rent,  they  presented  their  se- 
curity to  the  lord  treasurer,  who  allowed  and 
obe  were  paid  :"  whic.h  was  also  denied;  |  g^vc  warrant  to  tlie  king's  remembrancer  to 
it  the  non-payment  of  tlie  r^orkmen  is  I  receive  it;  but  ^^^  parties  ui\^a  whom  hve  of- 
accidefttto  his  Charge.  I  these  32  parts  >vcrc  allotrpd,  faUing  oflfand  re- 

^  J  .1  linfuushiqg  their  jHirts*  the  four  patentees  of 

Attornev    General   proceeds    on    the     j^^^    farm  resolved  to  ye.um?  those   f.nrts  to 
harge  ot  Ihihery.  i  themselves;  and  thereupon  tepdered  the  lord 

Q  mr.  Attorney  was  willed  to  proceed:  .  tretutuier  their  dwn  security  for  those  fjve  parts;; 
proceeded  in  this  manner,  viz. — *^  TJ»e  \^  hich  he  agreed  to  accept,  Vet  protracted  lhen> 
Charge  wUcrcvjith  the  \j}ti{  Treasurer  ;  till  Ju^e,  ^n.  ^l^Jac.-rJhe  bubinpss  oi -bothj 


h  he  desired,  though  afterwards  he  seem- 
willing)  that  then  the  kiug  requiretl  the 
ider  of  the  Wardrobe  to  the  earl  of  Den- 
Thai  u  hen  the  lord  treasurer  heard  of 
J  magnified  the  profits  of  the  place;  lirst 
5  duke,  that  it  was  lOOOl.  per  ann.  2ndly 
\  king,  tSai  it  was  worth  0  or  7.0001.   per 

whereby  he  got  the  Lease  of  .Sugar.s  at 
.  per  ann.  less  than  they  are  worth ;  and 
ccessor,  the  carl  of  Denbigh,  had  40001. 
m.  less  than  his  Idp.  for  d is bursement)>  of 
athce  of  the  Wartirobe.    That  the  duke 

moved  at  this,  the  lord  treasurer  tlieu 
is  grace,  tliat  his  stains  in  that  oihcc  had 
bOOol.  per  annum ;  nay,  more  than  he 
well  ted  ;  ^nd,  till  then,  iiis  grace  knew 
f  the  great  gains  of  that  olijce ;  and  if- 
ace,  who  hath  been  ever  careful  for  the 

pFoht,  had  known  of  it  sooner,  the  lord 
jer  had  not  held  that  p!acc  so  long,;  for 
ice  is  *  amicus  uf<juc  ad  aras.— l  hen  it 
rdcred,  That  the  Ipid  treafurcr  be  warned 
here  again,  a^  2  ip  tlic  aftci;noou  at  the 

y  7,  p.  m.  The  lord  treasurer  being 
ht  to  the  bar,  as  before,  kneeled  not  uu- 
was  ren*embered  thereof  by  the  lord  keep^ 
pa  he  kneeled,  and  the  lord  keeper  willed 
resently  to  stand  up.  The  If  ing's  attorney 
comii^auded  to  open  the  second  Charge 
It  the  lord  trcaf^urer,  his  ld[).  st^id,  "  He 
nprovided  in  the  qioroiiig  for  the  VVard- 
and  besought  their  lordships.  u>  takpintq 
:onsideration,  that  he  is  denied  coun.^cl 
2ak  for  him,  beinc  charged  with  groAt 
rs,  for  it  mjiy  be  their  own  cape;  and  hp 
precedent**,  as  he  j>  infonped,  that  he 
have  counsel  allowed  him :  tlmt,  how^ 
he  would  spealf  out  of  his  own  j»trength ; 
sired  their  lordships,  that,  if  he  forget  any 
no  advantage  be  taken  a^iiin^thim,"  unto 
their  lordships  agrced.-p:The  iord  troar 
made  two  other  requests ;  the  qne; 
hat  his  witnesses  have  pop  fully  Qn.-tiyered 
ng  tlic  Wardrcibc,  that  he  might  have  a 
inination  upon  thpsameiuterrpg^Uo^Jes.*' 
the  house  denied,  as  iv>t  u^ual  to  be 
d  in  other  courts  after  jndilicaiion,  f«>r 
might  produce  perjury.  II is  lordship's' 
request  was,  "  That  he  ii>ij:ht, produce 
H)!'*,  or  records,  that  the  workmen  of  the 
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farms  thus  delayed,  and  it  being  conceived  that 
money  was  expected,  the  tanners  of  the  Wines 
l-es»jhed  to  present  the  lord  treasurer  uith  5001. 
and  they  ot  the  Great  Farm  rebolvcd  of  the 
like  'sum ;  and  ror.  Ahrahara  Jacob  being  a 
partner  in  either  farm,  was  entrusted  severally 
by  the  farmers  of  each  fann,  viz.  500i.  a-piece, 
to  be  presented  to  the  lord  treasurer ;  which 
he  paid  in  one  entire  sum  of  lOOOi.  to  mr. 
Catchraay,  the  lord  treasurer's  steward,  June 
27,  an.  *il  Jac.  by  the  lord  treasurer's  ap- 
pointment; and  thereupon  the  business  of 
Loth  farms  had  a  dispatch  by  the  lord  trea- 
surer's means. — But  to  palliate  and  disguise 
these  two  corrupt  gifts,  the  lord  treasurer  then 
pretended  to  have  4  parts  of  the  Great  Fann 
divided  into  32  parts  ;  and,  in  his  Answer 
touching  these  Corruptions,  justifieth  thetakinj; 
of  lOOOl.  bj  %%ay  ot  barvain  for  those  4  parts 
from  the  farmers  of  the  Great  Customs :  thi:> 
Answer  being  disproved,  and  it  being  made 
plain  that  he  had  no  part  in  that  farm,  it  must 
needs  follow  that  the  money  was  taken  corrupt- 
ly, ft  )r  the  dbpatch  of  the  farmers  business  and, 
for  manifestation  hereof,  it  stands  proved. — 
That  upon  the  treaty  of  the  bargain  for  the 
Great  Fann,  the  h)rd  treasurer  propounded  to 
the  farmers  to  have  some  parts  in  the  fai'm,  not 
for  his  own  benefit,  but  to  dispose  of  amongst 
his  fnends  ;  but  this  was  nither  a  proposition 
than  any  settled  resolution  or  conclusion :  for 
•thcf  formers  doubting,  lest,  by  tliis  pretence, 
some  partners  might  be  put  on  them  with  whom 
they  were  unwilling  to  join,  desire  the  lord 
treasurer;  that  they  miglit  make  choice  of  their 
own-  partners,  and,  if  their  farms  prospered, 
ttjey  would  be  thankful  unto  his  lordship. — 
This  thankfulness  was  at\erwards  performed 
on  their  part,  for  they  raised  his  usual  new- 
year's  gill  fix)m  1000 marks  to  lOOOl.  and, upon 
this  request  of  the  merchants,  the  lord  treasurer 
waved  his  proposition  of  having  the  disposal 
of  any  parts  in  the  farm ;  which  appearetli  not 
only  by  the  plain  and  express  testimony  of  many 
witnesses,  but  by  these  proofs  following,  viz. 
1.  The  lease  of  the  Great  Farm  bears  date, 
•Jan.  1,  an.  19  Jac.  between  which  time  and 
April  29,  an.  20  Jac.  the  farmers  divided  the 
vrhole  farm  into  30.  parts,  allowing  to  each  man 
"his  part,  and  reduced  the  same  into  writing, 
expressing  therein  the  sum  of  the  security 
■which  every  man  was  to  give,  without  men- 
tioning therein  any  parts  reserved  to  the  lord 


1622,  divide  the  whole  farm  by  indentures,  al- 
lotting to  each  man  his  due  part,  without  re- 
serving ai)y  for  the  lord  treasurer.  4.  At 
Chi^'^nnas,  1632,  the  first  year  of  the  farti 
eiidcvl ;  and  this  year's  profit  was,  by  accomii, 
in^Apnl  1(JC3,  divided  among  the  partner* re- 
set viirg  no  share  to  the  lord  treasurer.  5.  Bnt 
the  truth  is,  That  all  this  titne  the  lord  trea- 
surer rested  quiet,  aird  neither  did  nerr  would 
challrnge  any  party ;  the  farm  bein^  of  that 
small  expectation  of  benefit,  us  5  partners  gave 
over  their  parts,  rather  than  they  would  give 
security ;  but,  al>out  June  1<523,  the  fann  being 
gruwii  more  hopeful  by  the  return  of  some 
East  India  ships,  the  lord  trtAsdrer  having  in 
his  hands  the  business  of  both  farms,  whkiih'e 
had  so  long'  delayed,  meaning  to  make  this  a 
veil  and  cover  for  taking  those  corrupts  gifts, 
then  pretended  to  have  four  ^2  parts,  which 
he  had  waved  so  long  before,  (i.  The  lord 
treasurer  appointing  Catchmav,  his  servant,  to 
receive  the  lOOOl.  of  Jacob,  which  was  received 
the  27th  June,  1623,  forbad  him  to  give  anr 
acquittance  for  the  money,  but  to  leave  that  to 
himself  and  Jacob ;  which,  had  it  been  paid 
upon  a  plain  bargain,  he  never  would  have  done. 
7.  This  money  was  entered  info,  the  Accounts 
and  Ikjoks  of  the  said  Farms;  for  in  the  Jour- 
nsd  books  (.f  the  Petty  Fanns,  Juiy  31,  1G2'J, 
there  is  ,VrOl.  entered  to  he  paid  and  presented 
to  the  lord  treasurer,  by  the  hands  of  mr.  Ja- 
cob, for  a  gratification  of  his  favimr  in  accom- 
modating an  allowance  of  lOOOl.  per  ann.  to 
be  abated  of  their  rent  for  the  time  to  come ; 
and  the  like  entry  was  made  in  the  ledger  of 
tiie  same  farm.  And,  Dec.  20,  1623,  upon 
the  general  Account  of  that  Farm,  this  dOOL 
is  put  to  account,  as  a  gratuity  given  to  the 
lord  treasurer,  and  is  borne  ratcably  hy  all 
the  partners  of  the  farm,  of  which  account 
many  copies  were  given  out  to  the  partners  ; 
and,  for  tne  other  5001.  there  is  extant  a  war- 
rant, dated  July  %9,  1623,  subscribed  by  sir 
John  Wolstenholme  and  Henry  Garraway,  two 
of  the  farmers  of  the  Great  Fann,  directed  to 
Williams,  the  cashier  of  that  fann,  to  pay  to 
mr.  Jacob  5001.  given  by  him,  by  order  uf  the 
farmers,  to  the  lord  treasurer,  for  a  gratuity, 
and  to  put  it  to  the  account  of  the  farm  ;  which 
was  6ono  accordingly:  and  tliebe  Accounts 
stood  in  this  manner  till  Feb.  last,  after  the 
parliament  was  summoned;  and  then  the  lord 
treasurer  caused  Jacob  to  procure  the  5001. 


treasurer,  or  his  ti^ends;  and  this  writing,  be-  i^at  was  set  upon  the  Petty  Farms,  to  be  al- 
iug  tendered  to  the  lord  treasurer,  April  29,  <  tered  from  thence,  and  to  be  charged  upon  the 
i622y  was  by  him  allowed,  and  warrant  signed  \  farmers  of. the  Great  Farm;  and  satisfaction  to 
by  him  to  the  king's  remembrancer  to  take  se-  ■  be  trivcn  to  the  partners  of  the  Petty  Farms  of 
cnrity  accordingly.  2.  When  the  partner?,  to  their  rroportionahle  parts  they  were  chai-gcd 
whom  5  of  these  parts  were  allotted,  fdl  off,  with  for  that  .5001.  upon  the  aforesaid  Account 
and  would  not  give  security,  the  patentees  re-  '  of  the  20th  Dec. ;  and  as  marty  as  could  of  th«^ 
solving  to  take  those  parts  to  thems<'lves,  ten-  •  dispersed  copies  of  that  urc^mut  to  be  gottea 
dcrcd  their  own  security  to  the  lord  treaMircr.  ,  in.  He  also  pnicnros  Jacob  to  write  a  letter 
and  he  agreed  to  accept  it;  and,  though  he  to  his  Idp.  and  to  antedate  t}\e  same  in  June 
protracted  it  long,  yet  he  did  not,  iit  that  long  before ;  V>y  which  Jacob  did  intimate,  that  the 
time  of  dehiy,  challenge  any  parts  until  about  lOOOl.  was  t^ivcn  his  IHp.  for  four  02  parts  oi* 
June,  1623.  8.  The  fanners  resiinc  secure  about  the  Great  Farm  ;  ami  hisnsilf  made  an  acquit- 
tiiat  propo6iUOD,  did;  after  tlic  iiOtli  of  April,    tancc  to  Jacob  with  U:c  like  {lutcdi»C«,  uckuow* 
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Jedging  that  lOOOl.  to  be  received  for  those 
four  parts}  which  indirect  courses  of  changing 
the  accounts,  and  nntedating  the  said  acquit- 
tance aud  letter,  maiiifestcth  that  the  former 
proceedings  were  not  siucere,  but  were  to  be 
to  averted  aiid  blanched  with  these  devices. 
Touching  the  said  Corruption,  shadowed  under 
TOctext  of  a  Nevv-YearVGift,  it  stands  proved, 
That,  at  Christmas  last,  1623,  the  farmers  of 
the  Petty  Customs  presented  the  lord  treasurer 
with  a  tun  of  wine>  intending  to  have  added  to 
it  a  pipe  of  Canary  wine,  or  the  best  sack ;  but 
the  lord  treasurer  misU|>ing  the  smallness  of 
their  present,  urged  tliem  to  a  further  gratuity 
in  money,  and  thereby  obtained  from  them,  be- 
sides the  wine,  lOOl.  m  money/'— ^Fhc  Charge 
being  thus  o|)ened  by  mr.  Attorney,  the  clerk 
read  the  proofs,  which  will  be  found  in  vol.  3; 
p.  352,  of  the  Lords'  Joumab.  , 

The  Lord  Treasurer's  Answer  to  the  Charge  of 
Corruption. 

The  Lord  Treasurer  answered,  "  That  the 
greatest  part  of  these  proofs  swear  not  that 
tiiey  of  Uie  Petty  Farm  gave  him  the  5001. 
That  it  is  true  the  great  farmers  paid  it  to  his 
Idp.  and  laid  it  oo  the  Petty  Farm,  and  de- 
ceived thcni  and  abused  his  Idp.  thereby.  He 
denied  that  the  petty  farmers  were  suitors  to 
bis  maj.  at  such  time  as  is  affirmed  ;  but  they 
complained  to  his  Idp.  and  he  directed  them 
to  exhibit  their  bill  into  tlie  exchequer  cham- 
ber, and  ordered  mr.  Attorney  to  answer  it : 
That  theV  liked  it  not;  but,  by  some  powerful 
ineans,  delivered  a  Petition  to  the  kine  (a  very 
Bcand  dous  petition  i^ainst  his  Idp.)  wbich  the 
king  referred  to  the  chaAcelior  and  himself: 
That  they  demanded  an  allowance  of  10,0001. 
to  be  presently  made,  and  he  allowed  them  but 
95001.  to  be  paid  in  9J  years ;  for  which  he 
descn'ed  no  bribe ;  that  his  warrant  to  the  at^ 
torney  was  delayed  for  these  two  causes :  1 .  For 
that  his  Idp.  propounded  to  bay  in  thdr  ^m 
for  the  king.  2.  For  that  their  warrant  was 
not  di*awn  as  it  ought  to  bc.^' — ^Touching  the 
Great  Farip.  hb  lop.  said,  ''  He  would  make 
it  appear,  that  he  fiad  reserved  four  32  parts 
therein  for  himself  and  his  friends ;  and  alleged, 
That  thoic  fiwmers  have  couiesscd  that,  liieir 
farms  prosperiug,  he  thereupon  did  demaixd  a 
recompcnce  fur  his  ^>art.''  Here  bis  Idp.  read 
the  Heads  of  his  Proofs  out  of  a  paper,  and 
tlicn  required  that  Uie  examinations  taken  on 
his  part  might  be  read ;  which  were  read  ac- 
cordingly by  tlic  clerk. — Se€  Lords'  Joumab, 
▼.  3,  p.  358. 

Then  the  lord  treasurer  made  a  brief  repe- 
tition of  bb  proofe  of  his  interest  in  some  32 
parts  of  the  Great  Farm ;  and  took  exception 
against  the  testimony  of  Jacob,  for  it  varied  in 
time  of  pavmcnt  of  hb  lOOOl.  from  the  testi- 
mony of  Hyde.  And  his  Idp.  affirmed,  "  That 
the  500l.  wasmbplaced  by  him,  the  said  Jacob 
iand  two  mtre,  on  the  hirmers  of  the  petty 
farms;  whereas  he  received  the  same  only  for 
bis  interest  in  four  32  parts  of  the  Great 
^arau"     Attd  as  toudiing  the  antedated  letter, 


and  the  antedated  acquittance,  bis  Idp.  flttij, 
"That  they  were  so  done,  lest  Jacob  ftbonU 
die,  and  so  hb  testimony  be  lott.**  Udto  wfai^ 
mr.  Attorney  replied,  <<  That  it  if  sufficseadj 
proved,  that  the  said  lord  treawrer,  pekbfr 
when  he  received  the  lOOOl.  nor  lo9g  before, 
had  any  right  to  the  said  39  parts:  luid  there- 
upon he  stated  th^  case  as  before,  and  le- 
hearscd  the  7  reasons  by  biro  formerly  aUedged, 
to  prove  that  the  lord  treasurer  bad  wa\  ed  \m 
proposition  of  having  the  disposing  of  any  p«ft 
m  the  Great  Farm.  And,  as  touching  the  tord 
treasurer's  exception  to  the  testimonies  of  Jncob, 
for  that  it  varied  in  time  from  Hyde,  oar.  Atfier- 
ney  shewed,  that  Jacob  deposeth,  Tlmt  be  p«y 
the  money  to  the  lord-treasurer  on  tlie  27  th  of 
June,  1623,  by  direction  from  the  fi&nnen,  aad 
Hyde  swears,  That  tlie  money  was  delivered  ts 
Jacob  the  31st  July,  1625;  which  was  by  way 
of  allowance  back  agaii),  so  no  croutradicdos 
between  them. 

Then  the  lord  treasurer  protested,  *^  That,  m 
he  shall  answer  it  at  the  fearful  day  of  J«Mlf- 
ment,  he  received  that  lOOOl.  for  no  otJber  con- 
sideration than  for  hb  share  in  the  four  $f 
parts."  And  as  toudiing  the  third  Comiptioa, 
by  way  of  a  New-Year's-Gift,  be  aajd,  "^  Tb»t 
nothing  belongs  to  the  lord  treasurer's  place  bat 
20s.  per  diem,tlie  sale  of  the  placeswhen  they  foil, 
and  the  new-year's-gifb;  and  denied.  That  he 
ui^cd  them  to  any  certain  turn ."  All  which,  be 
said,  he  would  humbly  leave  to  their  lordsbqa 
honourable  consideration;  andjwirhall,rrtmftffd 
their  lordships  to  forbear  bb  further  attAariaafr 
here  till  Monday  next,  because  he  bad  f|>eat 
bb  spirits  so  far,  that  bis  cause  n[u|^  othervMt 
suffer  thro'  bb  weakness."  And  lo  witbd«v 
himself. — ^Tbe  Lords  granted  bb  req^ieat,  and 
commanded  die  ^endemaa  usher  to  sigpufy  •• 
much  to  his  lordship ;  and  finther  ordered,  that 
he  should  attend  their  lordships  here  afaio  oa 
Monday  next,  a^  eight  in  the  nianiing»  a^  the 
bar.  An  order  was  sigoed  by  the  clerk  aocof4* 
iogW,  and  sent  to  the  lord  treasurer. 

May  8.  The  Lords  received  from  the  Cooubom 
thb  messa^  *■  That  the  Commons  do  humU  r  de- 
sire to  know,  what  time  tbeir  lordships  iw'iH  please 
to  appoint  for  a  coaferdnce  touching  the  biil 
on  Monopolies.  Tb^y  do  also  desire  a  ooa- 
fereuce  touching  some  Accuiiatioo  against  the 
lord  bbhop  of  Korwicb,  unto  wkicb  hb  hip. 
has  not  vet  been  heard ;  humbly  leaving  the 
time  ancl  place  to  their  appointment.  Aad 
they  do  earnestly  recommend  to  tbeir  lordships 
consideration,  that  general  peaceHBaker  of 
England,  Umo  bill  of  Cooceahnents.  >  Amsgc, 
The  Lords  bax^e  appointed  a  conference  con* 
cerning  Monopolies  tbb  afternoon,  at  8  in  the 
Paint^  Chamber.  They  have  not  yet  re- 
solved of  a  time  for  the  conference  touching 
Accusations  against  the  lord  bishop  of  Norwidi ; 
for  that  divers  of  the  lords  are  now  abaeia  t 
but,  as  soon  as  they  can  conveniently  appoint  a 
time  for  the  iiame,  their  lordships  vvili  send  le 
tliem  by  messengers  of  their  owp.  As  toud:^ 
ing  the  bill  of  Concealments,  tbeir  lordships 
have  takon  the  aaiae  into  their  serious  coap 
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sidcr«tion ;  and  it  is  only  deferred  for  that  all 
the  king's  council,  who  are  appointed  to  attend 
the  flame,  are,  at  tliis  time,  otherwise  employed : 
but  their  lordships  do  promise  all  possible  ex- 
pedition therein.  | 

Proceedings  against  the   Lord  Treasurer  on 
the  Lease  tor  Sugars.  ! 

May  10.    The  lord  keeper  put  tlie  house  in  : 
Inind   of  the   Business   concerning  the  Lord , 
Trea'jurer,  to  he  proceeded  in  this  morning. 
And  his  lordship  being  brought  to  the  bar,  mr. 
Scijeant  Crew  opened  the  charge  against  him  I 
on  the  Lease  of  J^ugars,  in  this  manner:  | 

"  Quarto  Decembris,  IB  Jac.  The  king  | 
leaseth  to  George  Hcrriot  the  impost  on  Sugars, 
to  hold  from  Christmas  following,  for  3  years,  j 
at  tliercntof  56(5(JI.  13s.  4d.  pcrann.  payable  i 
at  Midsummer  and  Christmas.  Duodecimo  > 
Jan.  ano  19  Jac.  The  lord  treasurer  procures  i 
Hcrriot  to  surrender  that  lease;  and,  the  next  I 
day,  takes  a  lease  thereof  from  the  king,  unto  I 
Nicholas  Harman  and  Tho.  Catchmay  (two  of 
his  senants)  unto  his  own  use,  at  20001.  rent 
per  ann.  and  lets  the  same  unto  the  farmers  at 
60001.  per  ann.  and,  to  effect  this  surrender, 
gives  oi-der,  in  a  time  of  scarcity  of  money,  for 
the  payment  of  14,8651.  due  onto  the  said 
Uemot  for  jewels,  which  was  paid,  between 
the  15th  of  Dec.  1621,  and  the  10th  Jan. 
following,  in  this  manner,  viz.  70001.  odd  money, 
out  of  the  arrears  of  the  said  Herriot's  rents, 
and  70001.  odd  money,  out  of  the  Tobacco 
Farm,  by  way  of  anticipation. — ^The  crime 
objected  against  the  lord  treasurer  herein  is 
this:  had  Herriot's  lease  continued,  Herriot's 
debt  had  been  paid  out  of  his  rent;  and  the 
said  treasurer  has  not  only  caused  the  said  lease 
to  be  surrendered,  and  procured  a  new  lease 
thereof  utito  his  ser\ants,  to  his  own  use,  at  a 
far  less  rent;  but  hath  laid  70001.  of  that  debt 
upon  the  Farm  of  Tobacco :  and  this  he  hath 
done  in  a  time  of  scarcity  of  money,  even  then 
"when  he  caused  the  impositions  to  he  laid  on 
the  wines  for  a  supply  for  the  Palatinate;  nnd 
further,  he  hath  paid  the  smaller  rent  of  20001. 
per  ann.  very  slowly  unto  the  king;  an  arrear 
of  30001.  thereof  being  paid  since  tlie  Slst  of 
Dec.  last,  after  the  summoi^s  of  this  Parliament. 
And  whereas,  for  the  advancement  of  trade, 
the  merchants,  opon  tho  exportation  of  their 
merchandizes,  are  repaid  their  custom,  which 
they  fonnerly  paid  upon  the  importation :  this 
is  denied  upon  the  exportation  of  Sugars,  to 
the  damage  of  the  merchants,  and  for  the  lord ' 
treasurer's  private  gain."  ITien  the  clerk  read 
the  proofs;  see  Lords  Journals  v.  3.  p.  364. 

The  Lord  Treasurer's  Defence. 

As  to  this  part  of  the  Charee,  the  lord  trea- 
surer confessed,  **  That  the  lease  to  Herriot 
was  at  the  rent  of  66661.  13a.  4d.  and  the 
lense  to  his  own  use,  (upon  the  surrender)  at 
20001.  rent,  and  that  he  hath  let  the  same  at 
60001.  per  ann.  and  a6irmed.  That  his  maj.  was 
first  acquaiaccd  with  it*  aad  well  allowed  tb«re- 
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of.  Hereupon  the  lord  keeper  signified  to  tha 
house,  that  the  king  had  commanded  him  to 
tell  their  lordships.  That  his  maj.  understood 
that  the  lord  treasurer  should  gain  by  his  lease 
40001.  per  ann.  So  there  was  no  further  pro- 
ceedhig  in  tliat  point  of  the  charge. — ^The  lord 
treasurer  also  confessed,  "That  he  paid  Her- 
riot 14,0001.  odd  money;  but  atfirmed,  "  That 
it  was  a  just  debt,  and  tlmt  Herriot  had  a  power 
to  pav  hiiuself,  by  a  privy  seal,  out  of  his  rent.** 
His  Iclp.  denied,  '"  That  he  paid  70001.  of  that 
debt  out  of  the  Tobacco  Farm,  by  way  of  anti- 
cipation; and  said  he  only  transferred  it  tVom 
the  Sugars  to  the  Tobacco,  and  justified  the 
same ;  for  that  the  king's  njeaning  v  as.  That 
he  should  have  40001.  per  ann.  out  of  the  im- 
post for  Sugars,  presently  upon  his  surrender  of 
the  Wardrobe  :  and  the  king  lost  not  by  it,  for 
he,  the  lord  treasurer,  had,  for  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  Wardrobe,  20,000l.  per  ann.  which 
he  hath  now  settled  at  16,0001.  per  ann.  and 
yet  the  king's  state  therein  maintained  and  a 
noble  gentleman  rewarded." — Touching  the 
slow  payment  of  his  rent,  he  denied  it  not ; 
but  said,  **  He  had  disbursed  as  much  or  more, 
before-hand  for  the  king  in  other  matters."— 
As  touching  the  impost  not  returned  upon  tha 
exportation  of  Sugars,  his  Idp.  denied.  That  it 
was  ever  demanded  of  him ;  and  afiirmed,  that 
if  it  be  due,  then  the  farmers  are  tied  by  hit 
lease  to  them  to  repay  it ;  but  if  they  be  not  so 
tied,  tliat  then  he  will  pay  it  all,  both  for  the 
time  past  and  to  come."  And  thus  ended  tha 
Charge  for  the  Sugai-s. 

The  Charge  as  to  Groceries. 
Then  mr.  Serjeant  Crew  opened  the  Charge 
against  the  lord  treasurer,  touching  his  lord* 
ship's  warrants  to  levy  compositions  for  purvey- 
ance of  Grocery  in  the  out-ports,  after  this 
manner,  viz.  "That "the  cliy  of  London  did 
compound  witli  the  king  for  Grocery:  but  the 
ont-porrs  refused,  especially  Bristol,  and  yielded 
to  purveyance  in  kind ;  and  that  jBristol  had  an 
order  for  this  in  the  exchequer,  in  the  time  of 
Robert  earl  of  Salisbury,  late  lord  treasurer: 
yet,  notwitlntanding  this,  the  lord  treasurer 
directed  liis  warrants  to  levy  this  composition  ; 
and,  altho'  it  was  not  due  to  the  king,  nor  any 
such  compobition  entered  ioto  the  compting- 
house,  his  Idp.  commanded  their  goods,  then 
in  tlic  ports,  to  be  stayed,  and  not  entered, 
till  it  was  paid,  or  bonds  given  for  it ;  and 
thereby  constrained  some  ports  to  pay  it,  and 
the  merchants  of  Bristol,  who  denied  it,  to 
attend  his  Idp.  ten  weeks  together,  to  be  dis- 
charged; and  yet  bonds  were  exacted  from 
the  merchants  of  Bristol  for  the  payment  there- 
of, afcer  tlie  lord  treasurer  was  acquainted  with 
the  said  order  in  the  exchequer,  even  till  the 
summons  of  parliament;  for  which  mr.  Seijeant 
Crew  changed  the  lord  treasurer  with  oppression 
and  extortion,  contrary  to  his  lordship's  oath, 
<  To  do  right  to  the  poor  and  rich  in  such 
things  as  concern  his  otfice.' — ^Then  the  clerk 
read  the  proofs.  See  Lords'  Journalt,  voL  3. 
p.  S65, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQiC 


14W]       PARI.  HISTORY,  22  SxutA  1.  it^^^Proceedlngt  on  the  bqmekmmt  of      [iM 


The  Lord  Treasurer's  Answer. 

Tlic  lord  treasurer  answered,  "  That  herein 
he  did  but  lub  duty ;  and  chat  if  he  had  neglect- 
ed it,  he  had  not  done  hh  duty :  that  he  re- 
quired nothing  to  be  done,  by  iiis  Warrants, 
but  \that  was  accustomed  in  quern  EIriabeth's 
tinie,  and  in  all  ihc  king's  time :  that  his  War- 
rants were  according  to  the  usual  form,  and 
ecncral  to  all  the  portj»,  uot  kuowini;  that 
Bristol  was  exempted  by  the  order  in  the  lord 
treasurer  Saliftbury's  time,  until  afterwards: 
that  when  kuew  of  it,  he  yielded  to  their  re- 
quest, and  Guy  went  away  well  satisfied  with 
bis  Answer:  and  that  none  bad  beneht  by  the 
compohition,  but  the  king  only.** — The  Clerk 
read  the  Examinations  ta^eo  on  his  lordship's 
behalf,  after  which. 

.  Mr.  SerjeantQrew  replied,  "  That  there  is  no 
table  in  the  Custom- House,  to  shew  any  compo- 
sition for  th«  outrports;  and  caused  the  Clerk 
to  read  the  Examination  of  John  Guy,  on  the 
part  of  the  lord  treasurer,  taken  May  1st,  1624, 
which  agrees,  in  effect,  with  his  former  Exami- 
nation, taken  for  the  king;  and  that  after  he, 
and  others  of  Bristol,  had  long  petitioned  the 
lord  treasurer  to  have  their  bond  cancelled  and 
delivered,  which  they  had  entered  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  composition,  they  could  not 
obtain  any  thing,  save  some  good  hopes  and 
lair  words  from  sir  Simon  Tlar\'ey;  and  that 
their  bonds  are  yet  detained," 

The  Xx)rd  Treasurer  atlirmed  to  the  Lords, 
**  That  himself  knew  tliis  Composition  to  be 
paid  by  the  out-ports,  and  that  his  warrant 
tvas  only  to  levy  tlie  same,  as  formerly  it  had 
been  paid;  and  promised  to  send  Barret's 
books  and  some  notes  out  of  the  compting- 
bmisc,  to  prove  the  payments  thereof  here- 
tofore by  the  out-ports." 

The  Charge   as  to  unlawful  bargaining  for 
sir  Roger  Dallison's  lands. 

May,  10  p.  m.  Mr.  Attorney  General  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Charge  concernint^  the  Otlice  of 
the  Ordnance,  and  tlie  uhlawful  Bargain  for  sir 
R.  Dallison's  Lands,  in  this  manner,  viz.  "  That 
another  Charge  whereof  the  lord  treasurer 
is  accused,  is  concerning  the  Office  of  Ordnance, 
ftnd  the  unlawful  Bargain  for  Dallison's  Lands; 
in  wliich  will  appear  that  the  lord  treasurer, 
for  his  own  private  benefit,  contrived  and  pro- 
secuted divers  unlawful  bargains;   and  in  the 

'mean  time  neglected  wholly  that  which  con- 
cerned the  public,  which  was  the  furnishing  the 
Office  of  Ordnance  with  eraptions  and  stares, 
for  the  safety  of  the  king  and  his  kingdoms. — 
Concerning  the  Bargains,  it  stands  proved, 
That  sir  Roger  Dallison,  being  lieutenant  of 
the  Ordnance,  became  indebted  to  the  king  in 
99621.  for  monies  impressed  for  that  office, 
but  not  employed  :  and  that  sir  Roger  Dallison 

"  and  sir  Tho.  Klounson  were  indebted  to  the 
king  by  bonds  to  the  value  of  31001.  which 
bonds  were  forfeited  for  not  bringing  certain 
stores  to  that  office;  both  which  debts  amount- 
ed to  13,0621.  and  the  Lands  of  Dallison  were 
extended  for  99621.  and  tlie  huds  of  Motjuson 


for  SlOOl.  And  that  July  20,  18  Jac.  tiie  king 
assigned  these  extents  to  Francis  Morrice,  dot 
of  the  Ordnance,  and  otiiers  in  trost  for  tfat 
officers  and  creditors  of  that  office,  towanfa 
satisfaction  of  so  much  of  tltcir  debts. — Tht 
loitl  treasurer,  bein^  ^  commissioiier  for  las 
innj.'s  debts,  July  ^8th,  1621,  baj^ained  for 
those  extents;  and  by  the  articles  under  bis 
hand  agreed  to  give  for  them  1062L  in  baad, 
and  12,0001.  more,  by  lOOOl.  per  ann.  for  U 
years,  beginning  at  Lady-Day,  1623  ;  and  abo 
to  do  liis  endeavour  to  procure  payment  of  an 
arrear  of  80001.  more,  due  to  that  office  from 
his  maj.  but,  before  this  bargain  was  performed, 
at  Michaelmas  following,  he  became  lord  trea- 
suer;  and  when  they  expected  payment  of  the 
10621.  and  security  for  tlie  rest,  he  propounded 
that,  in  lieu  of  the  12,0001.  to  be  secured,  they 
should  have  his  part  in  the  Farms  of  the  Pctt? 
Customs  for  9  years,  valued  to  be  worth  lOGoL 
per  ann.  for  the  two  first  years,  and  afterwards 
14001.  per  ann.  which,  according  to  that  ra», 
would  yield  in  9  years  11,8001.  but  cost  hii 
Idp.  only  3750l.-*Ile  being  then  lord  treasurer, 
on  whom  tliey  roust  depend  both  for  tbs 
payment  of  the  arrears,  and  for  future  fie 
vours,  they  accepted  it;  not  meaning  to  Joss 
their  lOO'il  payable  in  hand,  but  it  was  tbea 
again  directly  agreed  they  should  be  paid 
their  80001.  arrear  out  of  his  maj.*s  coff<»s, — 
In  1621,  Assurances  were  prepared,  and  the 
creditors  required  to  seal,  being  promised  to 
have  at  the  sealing  their  80001.  arrears^  and 
expecting  their  10621.  from  the  lord  treasurer, 
whereof  they  never  conceived  a  doubt ;  but  so 
soon  as  they  had  scaled,  tliey  were  sent  away 
without  any  money,  being  promised  to  receive 
their  80001.  within  3  or  4  days  alter,  which  was 
not  perfonned  in  so  short  a  time;  but  was, 
after,  paid  in  divers  several  payments  oat  of 
his  maj/s  money :  but  the  10621.  which  was  tu 
have  come  from  himself  was  absolutely  denied, 
the  loi-d  treasurer  affirming,  that  as  well  thai 
10621.  as  the  other  12,0001.  was  all  concluded 
and  recompensed  by  the  interest  in  the  Petty 
Farms;  whereupon  a  new  difierence  grew 
against  them  :  but  in  the  end  they  were  enforc- 
ed, in  lieu  of  that  10G21.  to  accept  of  a  further 
interest,  which  his  Idp.  had  in  the  Petty  Farms, 
for  an  half-year  after  the  9  years  were  expired, 
esteemed  worth  not  above  4001.  to  be  sold: 
and  it  was  then  further  agreed  that  his  k^ 
should  theu  pay  them  out  of  the  kingi's  iDOoey 
40001.  due  to  the  office  over  and  besides  ^ 
former  80001.  of  which  40001:  his  Idp.  bath 
since  caused  to  be  paid  33031.  But  wbems 
the  Petty  Customs  were  valued  to  them  to  be 
worth  for  the  first  2  years  lOOOl.  per  ann.  it 
appcareth  that,  in  the  two  first  years,  it  yielded 
them  but  14191.  7s.  7d.  being  all  the  money 
that  grew  due  to  them  out  of  the  profits  of  those 
Airms  at  Michaelmas  last ;  whereas  if  tiiey  l»d 
kept  their  extents  ofDallison's  and  Monnsoifs 
lands,  they  should  have  recci\  ed  by  LAdy-day 
last  almost  70001.  for  part  of  their  debt. — la 
wliich  bargain,  (besides  the  oppressiont  and  ex- 
tremities put  ou  the  poor  creditdr»<«ad  <ffioen 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


I46lj        PAUL  HISTORY,  2S  James  I.  i624.— M<?  Lord  Treasurer,  Middlesex.        [1409 

of  the  Ordnance,  that  might  ill  undergo  a  bai^l  and  by  these  and  other  like  means,  for  an  an- 
L    ••     .  nuityof^OOl.  per  ann..  procures  a  release  of 

their  title;  and  whereas  sir  Roger,  being  pos- 
sessed of  a  lease  of  great  value,  had  assigned 
the  same  to  sir  John  Davis,  for  security  of 
money  owipg  to  him  and  sir  {t.  Smirh,  whic'i 
lease,  for  Don -payni en t,  had  been  long  forfeited, 
and  the  possession  gotten  by  sir  John  Dnvif 
upon  a  trial  and  recovery  at  common   law, 
which  possession  had  continued  divefs  vears ; 
the  lord  treasurer,  by  tliis  agreement  ^ith  sif 
Tho.  Dallison  and  his  mother,  by  way  of  un^ 
lawful    maintenance  and  champarty,  bought 
their  title  to  this  lease ;  and  having  hedged  ia 
those  lands  and   the  title  to  thb  lea^e,  ex- 
changed the  same  with  sir  Ai  tlim:  Ingram  for 
other  lands;  and  then  to  gain  the  possession  of 
those  lease-lands  from  sir  J.  Davis,  and  sir  li. 
Smithy  and  to  make  good  this  exchange,  an  oh} 
outlawry^  against  sir  Uoger  Dallison,  before  tho 
assignment  made  by  him  to  sir  Jobp  Davis,  is 
sought  out,  the  debt  bein^  many  years  past  sa- 
tisfied ;  by  colour  of  which  outlawry,  and  thq 
power,  and  countenance  of  the  lord  treasurer^ 
this  lease  was  seised  into  the  king's  han4s,  and 
sir  H.  Smith  and  sir  John  Davis  thrust  out  of 
possession ;  thereupon   they  endeavoured  tq 
reveri^e  the  outlawry  in  the  common  picas,  an4 
the  better  to  eflfect  it,  they  procured  an  admi- 
nistration of  the  goods  of  sir  Kogcr  Dallison  to 
be  taken  by  one  Camhen  a  creditor  of  sir 
Roger's,  to  the  intent  the  said  administrator 
might  sue  to  reverse  this  outlawry ;  but  tli« 
lord  treasurer  to  prevent  them  therein,  inter- 
poseth  in  the  king^s  pume,  and  in  his  maj/s 
behalf,  to  revoke  that  administration  ;  and  tho 
better  to  countenance  th^  business,  sends  a 
case  to  the  king's  attorney  grounded  upon  other 
matters  without  mentioning  the  outlawry,  which 


gain  of  so  much  disadvantage  and  loss)  are  ob- 
served two  corruptions ;  the  one,  in  bargaining 
to  pay  the  80001.  arrears,  for  though  that  was 
agreed  before  he  was  lord  treasurer,  yet  he  then 
jas  trusted  as  a  commissioner  for  the  kuig's 
debts;  and,  being  after  lord  treasurer,  perform- 
ed that  corrupt  agreement  made  before. — The 
other  Corruption  was,  in  agreeing  to  pay  the 
other  40001.  for  as  it  is  a  corruption  in  a  trea- 
sorcr  to  pay  the  kin^s  doc  debt  for  money  given 
unto  himself;  so  it  is  to  pay  the  kmg's  debt,  for 
gaining  to  himself  a  bargain  by  which  he  either 
had  or  didpexpect  advantage ;  and  though  the 
lord  treasurer,  in  his  Answer,  doth  pretend  he 

18  a  loser  by  DaHison's  lands,  it  is  certain  that 
whatsoever  his  gain  or  loss,  prove  upon  the 
other  bargains  for  the  inheritance  of  the  fanis, 
this  bargain  with  the  officers,  takei>  by  itself 
alone,  was  beneficial;  and  if  it  w^  not,  it  is 
all  one:  for  if  a  judge,  or  treasurer,  bargain 
for  a  Bribe,  though  he  never  re<ieive  it,  he  is 
corrupt ;  for  it  skills  not  what  be  had,  but 
what  he  aimed  at  and  expected. — About  the 
same  tune  that  the  lord  treasurer  bargained 
for  the  extent  aforementiqn'ed,  yh,  Q8  July, 

19  Jac.  he  contracted  with  sir  Tho.  Mounson, 
for  the  inheritance  of  the  same  lands. — For  sir 
Rqeer  Dallison,  after  he  became  liout.  of  tho 
Oi^nance,  conveyed  the  inheritance  of  his 
lands  to  secure  sir  Tho.  Mounson  of  divers 
great  debts  and  engagments ;  %6  as  the  inheri- 
tance of  those  lands,  after  the  king's  extent, 
was  in  the  dispose  of  sir  ^Hw).  Mounson,  who 
bargained  for  it  with  the  now  lord  treasurer; 
and  upon  that  banrain,  the  lord  treasurer  agreed 
to  free  sir  Tho.  Mounson's  own  lands  of  the 
31001.  debt,  to  paj  in  30001.  in  money,  and  to 

procure  the  makmg  of  him  six  baronets  and  . ^  ,,    

some  other  fit  suit  from  the  king;  and  whei^  was  the  chief  tlung  in  question;  and  having 


the  baronets  could  not  be  obtained,  the  num- 
ber being  full  then,  the  lord  treasurer  procured 
him  another  suit  of  20001.  value,  as  his  Idp. 
esteemed  it,  #iz.  For  compounding  with  the 
king's  copyholders  ^f  Wakefield,  to  reduce  their 
fines  to  certainty,  for  which  suit"  the  lord*lrea- 
surer  was  a  referee  from  tho  king ;  and,*for 
accomplishment  of  thi»  bargain  made  fhr  liis 


whereby  so^nmch  was  to  be  taken  for  his  maj. 
yet  there  rested  another  bargain  to  be  made, 
for  sir  Tho.  Dallison,  die  son  and  heir  of  sir 
Roger  Dallison,  pi^etended  title  to  those  lands 
by  an  old  entail ;  and  the  lady  Dallison,  widow 
of  sir  Roger  Dallison,  claimed  to  have  the 
third  as  her  dower ;  anti  the  lord  treasurer  hav- 
ing entered  into  treaty  with  thera,  and  findiifg 
their  demand  not  suitable  to  his  desires,  he,  to 
make  them  the  more  complaint,  threatens  them 
by  Ids  extent,  to  keep  them  without  anv  thing 
for  ann  00  vears;  to  lay  upon  sir  Tho.  Dallison 
certain  forfeited  bonds,  which,  upon  the  agree-, 
ment  with  the  officers  of  the^  Ordnance,  were 
transferred  to  him;  and  he  sends  for  sir  J.  Wol- 
Stfenholme,  whose  son  had  married  sir  Tbo. 
Dallison's  sister,  and  rebukes  him  as  an  hinderer 
of  his'  lordship's  proceedings  with  Dalilson : 


obtfyned  his  opinion  in  that  case,^  sends  a  war-« 
rant  to  the  king's  advocate,  to  proceed  in  tho 
ecclesiastical  court  as  for  the  king ;  and  in  f^ 
matter  mnch  touchiiur  th^king,  to  proceed  fof^ 
reversal  of  the  administration ;  and  in  the  end, 
by  his  means,  the  administration  was  revoked  ; 
and  aflerw4lls,  the  matter  coming  in  question 
in  the  Common  Pleas,  there  also  he  interposed 


own  private  gain,  he  gave  way  to  that  suit,  himself;  and  sent  to  the  judges  of  that  court. 


whereby  sir  R.  Smith  and  sir  John  D«vis  were 
at  last  enforced  to  accept  of  a  composition : 
now,  in  truth,  this  matter  no  ways  concerned 
the  king,  for  this  lease  was  never  extended  foe 
Dallison's  debt;  and  before  the  lord  treasurer 
interposed  in  the  ecclesiastical  court  he  had 
caused  a  petition  to  be  made  in  the  name  of 
sir  Tho,  Dallison  and  his  mother  to  the  kin^; 
mid  a  reference  thereupon  to  himself  for  this 
lease,  among  other  things;  it  being  secretly 
agreed  between  him  and  Dallison,  that  the 
whole  benelit  of  this  lease,  when  his  maj.  should 
be  pleased  to  pass  it,  should  be  at  the  dispose 
of  tho  lord  treasurer.— ^And  whereas  the  lord, 
treasurer  wouht  excuse  those  proceedings,  as 
being  after  he  had  transferred  ail  to  sir  Arthur 
Ingram :  it  is  evident  that  the  lord  treasurer 
th«s  interposed  i  T^hich  must  be  either  for  hii^ 
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own  benefit,  to  support  his  own  bargain,  or 
ineerly  by  way  of  maintenance ;  and,  either  way, 
bis  duings  oi-e  raobt  unwarrantable,  to  use  such 
rigour  in  the  king's  name,  either  for  himself  or 
sir  Arthur  Ingrain." — Mr.  Attorney  having 
thus  opened  the  former  part  of  this  Charge, 
the  clerk,  by  hi?>  directions,  read  the  Proofs. 

The  Lord  Treasurer's  Answer. 

The  JLord  Treasurer  said,  "  It  is  true  that  he, 
being  a  commissioner  for  Uie  kin«*s  debts,  did 
advise  the  said  officers  of  the  Ordnance  to  ac- 
cept of  a  lease  of  the  lands  of  sir  Roger  Dalli- 
«on  and  sir  Tho.  Mounson,  extended  for  the 
king  for  13,0621.  viz.  Of  sir  Roger  Dallison's 
lands,  extended  for  99621.  and  of  sir  T.  Moun- 
son's  lands  for  SlOOl.  and  they  did  accept  of 
them  for  payment  of  13,0621.  due  to  them  by 
the  king,  with  a  covenant  to  resort  to  the  king, 
if  they  were  interrupted  in  the  possession  of 
those  fand^.  And  that  he  did  then  find,  that 
there  was  due  unto  the  said  otPcers  by  the 
king,  about  20,0001. — ^That  the  said  lands  of  hir 
TIio.  Mounson  were  worth  16001.  per  ami. 
and  w^rc  extended  but  at  SOOl.  per  ann.  sir 
Tho.  Mounson  hoping  to  have  had  the  benefit 
thereof  for  himself:  but,  by  sir  Edw.  Coke's 
rule,  it  was  passed  over  to  the  creditors.  That 
sir  Tho.  Mounson  often  petitioned  tlie  king, 
and  his  maj.  referred  sir  Thomas  to  the  lord 
president  and  him  :  that  they  treated  with  the 
officers,  who  answered,  That  they  relied  on  sir 
Tho.  Mounson's  lands,  for  that  sir  Roger  Dal- 
lison's  lands  were  so  much  incumbered,  that 
they  would  yield  Uttlcf  yet  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  would  have  relieved  sir  Tho.  Moun- 
son, if  he  had  paid  the  debt  for  which  the 
lands  were  extended ;  and  then  the  officers 
must  have  resorted  to  the  king  forrecompence ; 
and  tliat  if  his  Idp.  gained  in  that  covenant,  by 
his  bargain  with  the  said  officers,  so  it  was  be- 
neficial to  his  maj.  And  his  promise  to  the 
officers  to  help  them  to  their  80001.  arrear, 
being  ajust  dent,  was  before  he  was  treasurer; 
and  that  it  is  Heathen-Greek  to  him,  how  this 
should  he  prejudicial  to  the  king.". 

To  this  mr.  Attorney  replied,  and  affirmed 
the  bargains  to  be  unlawful  as  before ;  and  that 
there  was  not  80001.  arrear  due  by  the  king 
before  hts  lordship  was  treasurer;  and  then 

Proceeded  to  the  reading  of  the  other  Proofs.— 
'hese  Keinjj  read,  the  lord  treasurer  again  af- 
iirincd,  "  That  his  bargain  with  the  officers  of 
the  Ordnance  was  beneficial  for  the  king,  for 
It  gained  in  his  maj.'s  covenant  of  resort  from 
the  officers/  And  said  farther,  "  That  it  was 
not  prejudicial  to  the  officers ;  for  if  his  second 
bargain  be  not  as  beneficial  to  them  as  tb^, 
first  should  have  been,  he  is  to  make  it  good. 
And  that  sir  Tho.  Dallison,  and  his  lady  mo- 
ther have  relief  thereby,  and  himself  a  great 
|oser,  at  least  40001.  having  taken  up  16,0001. 
for  ityior  which  he  pays  interest  at  this  day.** — 
And  bis  lordship  denied,  *<  That  he  drew  the 
case,  delivered  to  mr.  Attorney,  touching  the 
Administration  of  Dallison 's  goods  ;"  and  said, 
**  lie  deserved  to  be  hanged  that  drew  it." 


And,  having  spoken  as  much  as  he  could,  tho 
clerk  read  the  Heads  of  the  Examinations  takeo 
on  his  pare;  and  mr.  Attorney  confessed  them, 
and  avoided  them  all ;  wherewith  his  loidsbip 
seemed  to  rest  satisfied,  for  he  did  not  require 
any  thing  else  to  be  read :  but  said  further, 
**  That  he  had  paid  arrears  to  tb<;  officers  of 
the  Navy,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Ordnance  ; 
which  shews  he  did  not  pay  them  by  way  of  a 
bargain  only."  And  then  saying,  "  He  would 
add  no  more,"  he  was  withdrawn. 

The  Lord  Treasurer's  Petition  for  further 
Time,  on  account  of  Sickness. 

May  11.    A  Petition  of  tie  Lord  Treasure, 
to  the  Lords  was  read,  in  ha:c  verba : — 

"  With  most  humble  and  thankful  acknow- 
ledgement of  your  lordships  honourable  pa* 
tienCe,  in  hearing  those  parts  of  my  C-ause 
which  are  already  opened,  I  am  now  most 
humbly  to  beseech  your  pardon  of  mine  ap- 
pearance before  your  lordships  this  day ;  find- 
ing myself  so  distempered  in  my  body,  and  my 
spirits  so  weakened  and  spent,  us,  out  of  ne-> 
cessity,  enforccth  me  to  be  an  humble  petitioner 
unto  your  lordships  for  this  httle  respite  of 
time ;  my  end  and  desire  herein  being  to  en- 
able myself  to  obey  all  your  commands,  and 
to  hasten  the  end  of  this  Cause  of  mine; 
whereof  I  doubt  not  but  your  lordships,  in  a 
true  and  noble  sense  of  my  Cause,  will  honour- 
ably consider  accordingly. — Middlesex." 

The  house  having  considered  of  this  Peti- 
tion, appointed  the  earls  of  Southampton  and 
Essex,  the  bp.  of  Coventry  and  Litchfield,  die 
bp.  of  Bangr)r,  lord  Cromwell,  lord  Say  and 
Scale,  to  go  presently  to  the  lord  treasurer's 
house,  and  to  take  a  physician  with  them ; 
and  to  signify  to  his  Idp.  the  displeasure 
fif  the  house;  for  that  he  hath  first  taken  leave 
of  himself  to  he  absent,  and  now  craves  pardoi^ 
for  it;  whereas  his  Idp.  ought  first  to  have 
craved  leave  to  be  absent.  And  also  to  sig- 
nify unto  his  Idp.  (unless  they  shall  sec  cause 
to  the  contrary  by  reason  (rfhis  sickness)  that 
tlie  pleasure  of  the  house  is,  That  his  Idp.  ap- 
pear here  this  afternoon,  at  2  of  the  clock;  and 
that  if  his  Idp.  shall  f^l  to  come  accordingly, 
that  the  house  will  proceed,  as  well  touchine 
such  parts  of  his  Charge  as  are  already  opencJ, 
as  for  the  rest  of  his  Charge  also. — These  lords 
being  returned  from  Chelsea,  where  the  lord 
treasurer  then  lay,  the  earl  of  Southampton  re- 
ported. That  they  delivered  the  said  Message 
unto  his  Idp.  whom  they  found  in  his  bed,  but 
not  sick,  for  ought  their  lordships  or  the  phy- 
sician could  perceive ;  neither  did  his  Idn*.  pre- 
tend any  sickness.  And  their  lordships  having 
delivered  their  messase  unto  him,  he  excused 
his  not  asking  of  leave  first  to  be  absent;  "  for 
that  he  had  not  warning  to  be  here  this  mom^ 
ing  until  after  the  house  was  risen  the  las^ 
night ;  and  since  the  pl^asur^  of  the  house  is 
such,  he  will  attend  this  afternoon,  if  he  hears 
not,  by  some  Message  from  their  lordships^ 
that  they  will  be  pleased  to  respite  him  till  to- 
morrow  aborning." — ^And  the  carl  o,f  Esse^ 
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made  this  further  Report,  viz.  **  Having  this 
day  delivered  to  the  lordueasurer  the^Jessage 
we  were  commanded  by  the  house,  his  Idp. 
(besiden  the  Answer  that  bath  becu  returned 
to  the  house)  did  let  fall  tlie!»c  speeches  in  sub- 
stance ;  *'  tor  a  man  to  be  thus  toilowed,  mum- 
>in2  and  afternoon,  standing  8  hours  at  the  bar, 
tiU  some  of  the  lords  might  see  him  ready  to 
fall  down ;  two  lawyers  against  him,  and  no 
ipan  of  his  part,  was  such  proceed iug*>  as  never 
V^ere  heard  of;  and  he  knew  not  what  it  meant, 
for  it  was  unchristian-like  and  without  exam- 
ple;  an  i  desired  they  would  deal  with  him  as  he 
would  deal  with  one  of  them ;  for  it  was  his  case 
to-day,  and  m*(^ht  be  their's  to-morrow."  This 
Answer  was  signed  by  these  lords,  viz.  H. 
Southampton,  Ho.  Essex,  Tho.  Cov.  and  Licch. 
Lewis  Bangor,  Tho.  Cromwell,  VV,  Say  and 
Scale, 

The  Charge  as  to  Munitions. 

May  11,  p.  m.  The  lord  treasurer  being 
l^rou^ht  to  tne  bar,  as  before,  the  clerk  read 
that  part  of  the  charge  against  his  lordbhip  that 
concerned  the  Munitions.  The  lord  keeper 
moved  that  mr.  Attorney  do  keep  himselt  to 
that  Charge.  Mr.  Attorney  then  proceeded  in 
this  manner,  vig. 

''  As  in  the  bargains  and  proceedings  (which 
were  opened  yesterday)  the  lord  treasurer  was 
Qver  much  attentive  to  his  own  private  profit, 
so  in  the  Supply  of  the  Otfice  of  Ordnance  (a 
matter  of  high  importance  for  the  safety  of  the 
king  and  hi:)  kin^^doins,  and  in  a  time  when  all 
Christen  Join  bcsucs  ourselves  was  in  a  com- 
bustion) he  was  wholly  remiss :  For  whereas, 
l^y  a  [^rivy  seal  in  6  Jtic,  there  was  a'phvatc 
establishment  of  60001.  per  ann.  for  the  Office 
of  Ordnance,  which  being  put  out  of  order  in 
the  time  of  sir  Roger  Dallison,  about  12  Jac. 
the  lords  of  the  council,  in  Nov.  1G17,  upon 
reference  from  the  king,  set  down  a  proportion 
9f  Supply,  amounting  to  54,0781.  8s.  8d.  and 
the  standing  allowance  of  60001.  per  ann.  to 
^iontinue.  And  after  in  Feb.  1619  there  being 
a  commission  awarded  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  navy  to  survpy  the  Office  of  Ordnance, 
tjie  said  commissioners  (the  lord  treasurer 
himself  being  a  chief  man  among  them)  set 
down  a  proportion  of  supply  amounting  to  but 
13,6401.  14s.  2d.  and  a  yearly  allowance  of 
30001.  retrenching  it  to  that  rate  from  60001. 
and  did  set  down  a  course  that  this  being  ob- 
served a  needless  charge  of  about  10,0001.  per 
ann.  should  be  cut  off,  and  this  was  allowed 
Voth  by  the  lords  and  by  the  king  himself. — ^The 
earl  of  Middlesex  becoming  treasurer  about 
Idichaelmas  1621,  and  havme  continued  in 
that  office  about  two  years  and  a  half,  did  ob- 
serve none  of  these  establishments;  whereby 
the  office  is  at  this  present  both  unrepaired  and 
vnsupplied,  and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  desti- 
tute of  any  considerable  quantity  of  arms  and 
munition:  for  it  appears  by  the  records  of  the 
ting's  receipt,  That  all  the  monies  which  the 
lord  treasurer  in  his  time  issued  for  a  supply  of 
^  ordiaanr  of  the  office  of  Ordnance,  wus  but 


13,0841  8s.  lid.  of  which  8Q00U  and  odd 
pounds  was  for  old  arrears,  33001.  moi-e  grew 
due  of  latter  time,  but  were  paid,  not  out  of 
duty,  or  care  of  the  public,  but  by  bargain  and 
contract:  and  most  of  tliese  monies  issued 
(besides  old  arrears)  were  for  wages  and  allow* 
anccs  of  officers,  and  little  or  nothing  for  stores 
and  provisions.  For  upon  the  quarter-books 
paid  by  his  Idp.  beginning  at  the  qoarter^book 
ended  ultimo  Junii  1620,  unto  tlie  quarter-book 
ended  ultimo  Decembris  1622,  there  being 
about  55001.  paid,  46001.  and  odd  thereof  went 
to  the  officers,  but  the  stores  and  provisions 
amounted  to  but  9001.  and  odd  pounds:  a 
weak  supply  in  so  long  time. — And  whereas  in 
April  1621,  a  contract  was  made  with  mr« 
Evylyn,  for  serving  his  maj.  with  80  lasts  of 
Powder  yearly,  by  monthly  proportion,  at  7d. 
the  lb,  which  proportion  bein^;  kept  would  have 
yielded-  a  plentiful  supply  into  the  office  of 
Ordnance,  and  the  overplus  might  have  been 
sold  at  3d.  the  lb.  profit  to  bis  maj.  The 
lord  treasure^  (though  he  was  continually 
solicited  by  Evelyn)  did  not  make  the  pny- 
njent,  which  should  have  been  made  upon  that 
contract ;  whereby  Evelyn,  according  to  tJie 
liberty  that  was  allowed  by  his  contract,  sold 
bis  powder  to  others ;  and,  in  35  months  after 
that  contract,  sened  into  tlie  stores  but  15 
months  proportion ;  and  upon  breach  of  this 
contract  did  ensue  these  inconveniencies,  viz. 
That  the  stores  which,  for  the  service  of  all  liis 
maj.'s  kingHoins,  might  have  had  in  readiness 
266  lasts  of  powder,  and  60  lasts  of  salt^petre, 
which  would  have  really  made  80  lasts  of  powder 
more,  (in  all  346  laats)  are  greatly  injured  by 
tliis  neglect:  for  upon  a 'late  survey,  thcra 
were  in  all  but  130  la^ts  in  tbe  stores,  and  yet 
Ireland  wholly  disfurnished :  and  besides,  his 
maj.  by  sale  of  the  overplus  of  the  powder  alono 
(above  the  proportion  thought  nt  to  be  kept 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  navy)  might  have 
gained  3d.  in  every  lb.  which  would  have  a- 
mounted  to  40501.  and  above,  all  which  his  maj. 
lost  by  this  default  of  the  lord  treasurer.  And 
whereas  his  Idp.  excu^eth  these  things  by  pre- 
tence of  Sadler  s  complaints,  it  appeareth  that 
those  complaints  grew  by  occasion  of  Evelyn's 
selling  of  powder  to  others,  not  to  the  king  ; 
which  had  never  been  if  he  had  had  due  pay- 
ment :  and  the  lord  treasurer  was  warned,  both 
by  the  lord  Crew  and  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  navy,  to  have  special  care  ofthcse  points,  to 
save  the  contract,  it  being  of  high  consequence.'' 
The  Proofs  being  read,  the  lord  treasurer 
answered,  "  I  had  need,  in  the  first  place, 
to  prny  for  patience,  so  much  pains  being 
taken  by  mr.  Attorney  to  make  me  appear  a 
faulty  man.''  Unto  which  the  lord  keeper  re- 
pliecf,  *^  That  the  lords  conceive  that  these 
words  are  a  wrong  done  unto  them ;  and  he 
conceived,  that  they  are  a  greater  unto  his  Idp. 
the  lord  treasurer  who  being  a  judge,  makes 
no  difference  of  a  charee.  The  lord  treasurer 
answered,  *  That  he  is  injuriously  dealt  withall, 
and  that  no  peer  hath  been  charged  in  t()ig 
place  before  by  the  king's  counsel.* — And  bttinjr 
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demanded  by  the  lord  keeper,  wherein  he  is  in- 
juriously dealt  withall,  he  answered  *  by  mr.  At- 
torney's opening  tlie  pr6ot^  by  parcels,  and  by 
dircciing  parts  of  the  depositions  to  be  read, 
which  should  have  been  dou«  wholly  and  toge- 
ther.'— The  Lords  conceived  themselves  to  be 
Mfonged  by  these  wortls,  tor  that  mr.  Attorney 
liad  done  nothing  but  as  attendant  to  the  house, 
and  by  their  direction ;  ajid  therefore  the 
Prince  his  highness  willed  him  .(the  lord  Crea- 
surcr)  to  clear  mr.  Attorney,  or  else  this  asper- 
sion will  light  \ery  heavy  upon  him.  And 
the  house  did  aci|uit  mr.  Attorney  for  any 
thing  he  had  said  or  done  herein. 

Then  mr.  Attorney  opened  the  heads  of  the 
Charge  ai;u in,  vi7,  Ihe  1st  Settlement  of  the 
OHlce  ci{  the  Ordnance,  anno  6  Jac.  The  2nd 
.Settlement  by  the  ford  treasurer  Salisbury, 
an.  1617.  And  the  3id  Settlement  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  Navy,  1620.  And  that 
the  lord  treasurer  }»ad  observed  none  of 
them. 

The  Lord  Treasurer  answered,  as  touching 
the  second  settlement,  *  Nothing  liath  been 
done  upon  it  to  tliis  day ;  and  yet  it  was  made 
4  years  before  he  was  treasurer.'  -  As  touching 
the  3rd  Settlement,  *  It  was  propounded  only, 
and  opposed,  but  never  allowed ;  if  allowed,  it 
-was  13  months  before  he  was  treasurer,  and  yet 
ilothing  done  in  it,  as  by  Cook's  own  oath : 
1  hat  he  had  no  privy  seal  for  it.  And  how 
then  can  he  be  charged  for  the  breach  of  that 
settlement  which  was  never  settled .?  but  he 
will  not  ^ive  that  for  Answer,'  And  then  bis 
Idp.  tilHrmed,  *  That  the  Stores  are  furnished, 
and  that  he  had  paid  all  the  said  ordinary  of 
30001.  per  ann.  save  3001.  though  no  privy-seal 
tvas  issued  out  upon  that  book  presented  by 
the  commissi(iners  of  the  Navy ;  and  paid  di- 
vers other  svims  of  money  for  Pi-ovisions  of  the 
Stores;  whereof  his  Idp.  recited  the  particular 
sums  :  and  whereas  that  office  was  unsettled  by 
sir  Roger  Dallison,  he,  being  a  commissioner 
for  the  king's  debts,  found  due  to  the  officers 
J8,000l.  nad  caused  13,0001.  of  it  to  he  paid 
by  Dallison's  lands,  and  the  rest  to  ]jc  paid  also 
afterwards ;  so  that  a  small  sum  will  now  settle 
that  office,  which  was  then  so  unsettled.' — As 
touching  the  Powder,  *  That  when  he  came  to 
be  treasurer,  he  found  but  116  lasts  of  powder, 
whereof  21  lasts,  delivered  by  Evelyn,  were 
left  unpaid  for;  and  that  he  paid  him  2000'. 
arrears  :  though  (30  lasts  of  Salt  Petre  be  not  in 
the  king's  stores,  yet  there  is  so  much  in  Eve- 
lyn's warehouse;  and  then  it  is  the  king's. 
Neither  can  the  king  recci\e  such  detriment  or 
loss ;  for  when  Evelyn  is  paid,  he  is  to  make 
allowance  of  the  Powder  by  him  sold.'  And 
affirmed,  *  That  he  had  paid  more  for  powder 
than  was  paid  for  7  years  before.' 

The  Charge  m  to  the  Court  of  Wards. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Cr^w  next  opened  the  Cha»^e 
of  the  Court  of  Wards,  viz.  "  That  whereas, 
in  Dec.  1618,  Instructions  for  the  Court  of 
Wards  were  set  out,  (npoh  great  advisement 
with  the  iwd  chancellor  of  England,  the  ttvo 


lord  chief  justices,  and  the  officers  of  tbaEt 
court)  the  lord  treasurer,  by  his  importunity 
and  power  with  the  officers,  and  by  his  pis- 
information  to  the  king,  (waving  a  reference  to 
divers  lords  of  the  council)  procured  those  in- 
structions to  be  altered,  to  the  prejudice  of  tlie 
king,  and  oppession  of  the  subject. — For,  by 
the  former  Instructions,  anno  1618,  petitions  for 
"VNai-dships were  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  who  was  to  enter  them  without  fJpe  5 
but,  by  these  instructions,  anno  1622,  the 
petitions  are  first  to  be  delivered  to  the  master, 
to  the  end  he  may  subscribe  his  dire^ions,  and 
then  the  master's  secretary  to  make  entry 
thereof  the  same  day  it  is  dehvered,  and  return 
it  to  the  suitor,-who  IS  to  present  it  to  the  clerk, 
and  the  clerk  to  enter  it  without  fee. — So  the 
clerk  of  the  court  stands  still  restrained  by 
these  latter  Instructions  to  take  any  fees  f  jr 
entering  oi'  petitions,  but  the  master^  secre* 
tary  i$  not  restrained ;  and,  being  unlimited,  ho 
hath  taken  great  fees  for^ntcring  of -these 
petitions. — And  whereas,  by  the  former  In- 
structions, anno  1618,  all  Tenders  and  Con- 
tinuances of  liveries  were  to  be  made  unto  the 
snn'cyor  of  that  court :  now,  by  these  latter 
In^tructions,■they  arc  to  be  made  to  the  master 
lirst,  aHJpiAerwards  to  the  surt^yor;  whereby 
the  feesTor  Continuance  of  Liveries  arc  raised 
fronr  10s.  the  term,  to  20s.  the  term. — And 
whereas,  before,  no  ward  was  esteemed  a  con- 
cealed ward,  unless  no  suit  had  been  made 
w  ithin  3  years  after  the  death  of  the  tenant  j 
now,  by  these  latter  Instructions,  the  master 
hath  "jUiwer,  alone,  to  dispose  of  Wardship! 
concealed  but  one  year;  so  that  the  master 
may  make  any  a  conceited  ward,  by  con- 
cealing the  petition,  and  not  entering  it  with' 
the  clerk ;  the  petition  being  hereby  appointed 
to  be  delivcrd  to  the  master  first. — And  that 
the  master  of  this  Court  of  Wards,  the  lord 
treasurer,  hath  committed  unto  his  secretary  a 
Stamp  of  his  name,  and  hath  hereby  put  his 
own  power  into  the  hands  of  his  secretary:  for 
his  secretary  hath  used  his  Stamp,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  master,  for  signing  ot  tenders  and 
continuances  for  warrants  to  the  great  scad  for 
liveries;  and  warrants  to  find  offices  for  grants 
of  wardships,  leases,  indentures,  and  the  like; 
and  for  ^pediting  of  judicirtl^acts  in  the  court: 
and  that  this  Stamp  may  be  a  ready  way  to 
make  conceaFed  Wardships,  and  may  take  away 
mean  processes  due  to  the  king  for  want  of 
livery;  and  may  antedate ^teaders,  continu- 
ances, and  petitions;  by  reason  wereof  the 
king  may  be  prejudiced  great  suras,  by  prefer- 
ring one  before  another  by  wardships." 

This  being  said,  the  c^p rk  was  directed  to 
read  the  l^roofs.  And  for  that,  in  opening  of 
this  Charge,  the  lord  keeper  delivered  to  ther 
lords  a  message  from  the  king,  viz,  "  That  tho 
alteration  litof  these  lubt ructions  Wjtt||||li^^tcd 
before  his  maj.  at  V^ansted,  by  the  nRftte*  and 
olficei-s  of  that  court;  and  that  his  majesty 
understood  that  the  alteration  was  for  the 
honour  and  profit  of  the  master,  and  in- 
tended that  the  master  should  enjpy  tha,t  o&c^ 
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9A  amply  as  the  eaii  of  Salisbury,  or  the  lord 
Wallingford :  but  it*  any  new  fees  are  exacted 
skiee,^  nis  maj.  disavows  that;  and  if  the 
master  hath  used  the  new  Instructions  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  king  or  subject,  he  disavows 
.chat  also;  but  allows  his  precise  knowledge  of 
the  alteration  of  the  said  Instructions.'* — There- 
fore no  Examinations  were  read  to  prove  the 
lord  treasurer's  importunity  and  pressure  to 
liave  thpse  Instructions  altered. 

The  Lord  Treasurer's  Answer. 

Afler  the  other  Examinations  were  read, 
the  Lord  Treasurer  answered  unto  this 
Charge,  "  That  he  is  not  to  be  blamed  for 
puttiug  his  office  into  such  plight  as  it  was 
Lefore  an  encroaclmient.  As  touching  his 
secretary's  fees,  as  he  is  not  restrained,  so 
notliing  Is  allowed;  and  if  he  hath  exacted 
any  thing,  hisldp.  will  be  the  severest  ceiLsurer 
of  him.  He  never  heard  of  any  till  now.  That 
-the  secretary  Co  former  masters  received  what- 
•soever  any  man  gavQ  voluntarily,  so  it  was 
lawful  for  his. — As  touchine  the  Fee'  for  Con- 
tinuances, Why  should  he  lose  any  thing  due 
for  a  favour  to  the  subject?  by  this  means 
there  be  fewer  Continuances;  and  so  the  king 
has  his  money  the  sooner,  and  the  partv  is  free 
for  the  subjects  suit  the  sooner. — As  for  con- 
cealed Wardships  within  a  year.  It  is  benefi- 
cial to  the  king;  otherwise,  within  3  years,  the 
ward  might  die,  and  the  king  lose  the  wardship. 
Neither  bath  the  master  such  power,  alone, 
therein  by  these  new  Instructions :  he  is  only 
trusted  with  the  direction  unto  whom  the  con- 
cealed wardship  shall  be  granted ;  the  coni}/o- 
sition  is  left  to  the  council-board:  but  it  is' not 
shewed  that  he  evej  made  one  concealed  ward- 
ship. They  say  this  may  be  done,  but  do  not 
shew  what  was  done  amiss.*' — And  his  Idp. 
justified,  "  That  tTiese  new  Instructions  were 
more  beneficial  to  the  king  and  subject  than 
the  former,  and  not  prejudicial;  for  as  toucli- 
ing  the  petitions,  if  the  ward  happen  in  a  \  aca- 
tion,  the  petition  must  be  delivered  within  a 
month ;  if  to  the  clerk,  perhaps  he  is  out  of  town : 
now  they  are  to  be  deliverea  to  the  master  first, 
and  he  may  direct  tiie  finding  of  the  olhce  in 
the  interim ;  but  it  is  of  no  force  till  the  petition 
be  afterwards  entered  by  the  clerk,  and  com- 
position is  made  by  all  the  ofhcers.  Indeed  the 
GiBcers yielded,  hardly,  to  the  new  Instructions; 
because  they  had,  by  the  fonner,  shared  the 
master's  power  and  authority  among  them- 
•dves."  His  Idp.  confessed,  **  That  he  yielded 
to  have  a  Stamp  made  by  the  precedent  of 
the  lord  Burleigh's  Stamp:  which,  he  said, 
he  could  not  prove  but  by  hear-say:  and 
Stamps  are  used  in  the  Subpoena  Office  and  thf^ 
Outlawries.  And  that  it  is  no  more  prejudicial 
to  commit  a  Stamp  to  his  secretary,  than  it 
hath,  been  heretofore  to  leave  the  seal  with  the 
clerk.  Neither  is  it  shown  that  this  Stamp 
hath  been  to  the  prejudice  of  any  man,  the 
same  thin^  that  were  stamped,  bemg  to  pass 
.  other  officers  either  first  or  la^t." 

B«f<»re  the  lord  traasorer  was  withdrawn, 


the  earl  of  Carlisle  remembered  their  lordships, 
That  the  lord  trca>urer,  the  oilier  day,  had 
charged  him  with  :3000l.  given  him ;  whereas, 
about  12  months  after  the  lord  treasurer  wis 
made  master  of  the  wards,  his  Idp.  paid  the 
earl  of  Carlisle  SOOOl.  in  part  of  20,0001.  given 
hun  by  the  king.  And  whereas  the  lord  trea- 
surer spoke  of  the  vast  exponces  of  the  ward- 
robe in  former  times,  the  earl  of  Carlisle  said, 
That  the  expenccs  grew  so  great  by  reason  of 
the  extraordinary  charges  then  happening;  as, 
by  the  queen  of  Bohemia's  Marnuge,  which 
came  to  (50,0001.  alone;  for  iurnishing  divers 
of  tlie  king's  houses:  for  many  rich  presents 
sent  to  foreign  states;  for  the  king's  voyage 
to  Scotland;  and  the  like. 

And  the  earl  of  Denbigh,  now  master  of  the 
wardrobe,  shewed.  That  he  cannot  get  any  al- 
lowance for  the  extraordtnaries  of  that  oHice 
from  the  lord  treasurer. — Whcreuoto  his  Idp. 
answered,  "That  the  kiug  referred  unto  him 
the  earl  of  Denbigh's  demands  of  the  extra- 
ordinaries,  wherein  his  Idp.  was  unwilling  to 
meddle,  for  he  could  not  conceive  how  they 
could  amount  to  the  sum  de^ianded."  And 
as  touching  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  "  i(  he  had 
said  that  he  had  given  him  that  30001.  he  did 
his  jdp.  \^itt)ng,  for  he  had  warrant  from  his 
majesty  to  pay  it.*' 

And  then  the  lord  treasurer  desired  he  might 
he  heard  to  clear  some  words  that  might  past 
from  him  this  day,  where  it  is  reported  that  his 
Idp.  should  !iay  That  he  had  unchristian 
dealing:  "  He  meant  it  not  by  their  lordships, 
whose  dealings  he  acknowledged  to  be  to  him 
Ixith  just  and  honourable;  but  he  meant  it  by 
the  king's  counsel,  who  have  dealt  so  unchriiy- 
tianly  with  hhn,  as  to  make  white  black,  and 
black  white :"  and  huujbly  desired,  <*  That 
this  his  acknowledgment  <»f  the  justice  of  the 
house  might  be  accepted  of  him,  and  to  be  un- 
dcrsood  only  of  the  king's  counsel."  And  said 
further,  "  That  he  had  precedents,  that  he 
ought  not  to  answer  in  this  place,  (at  the  bar) 
and  that  he  ought  to  have  counsel ;  and  pray- 
ed that  the  next  might  not  suffer  by  his  ex- 
anvple." 

The  Lord  Treasurer  being  withdrawn,  tl»e 
house  agreed.  That  he  shouM  appear  here 
again  to-morrow  at  9  of  thu  clocb;  and  nir- 
Maxwcll,  the  gentleman  usher,  warned  him  to 
appear  accordingly.— Tlie  loi-d  keeper  cleared 
the  proceedings  ot*  the  kind's  counsel  in  their 
several  Charges  against  the  I/ird  Treasurer; 
and  the  house  gave  -thein  ihaJiks  f<jr  their  fuir 
carriage  therein. 

The  Lord  Treasurer's  general  Defence  against 

, '  the  whole  Charge. 

May  15.  Tlu!  Lord  Treasurer  being  at  the 
bar,  and  being  adn^iitcd  to  speak  in  iii^  own 
Defence,  his  idp.  trist  re;)eat€d  the  scver.d 
heads  of  the  matters  wherewith  he  is  charged, 
viz.  1.  Touching  the  Wardrobe.  *2.  Touch- 
ing two  Bribes  received  of  the  Farmers  of  the 
Customs.  3.  Couipositions  of  the  Out-Ports 
fbr  Grocery.    4.  TheOtiiceriof  thcOidnance. 
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the  txchange  of  the  king's  money  thidier, 
wherein  he  saved  the  king  6O9OOOL  And  a^ 
finned,  That  he  had  advanced  the  pro6cs  of 
the  crown  at  least  80,0001.  tho'  not  bv  Imfx}- 
sitions ;  chette  he  meddled  not  w  iih,  the  other 
two  excepted,  and  tliej  were  agreed  unto  bj 
the  council-board.  The  ships  indeed  were  it 
the  river,  but  the  vintners  were  sent  tor,  vsA 
made  to  pajr  wiiat  was  imposed  on  the  mcx- 
chants.  That  he  offered  to  pay  the  arrear  dot 
for  Ireland,  a  (Jiird  part  from  the  one  deputy, 
and  the  one  hHlf  from  the  other;  whcrenitk 
he  acquainted  his  ronj.  and  turned  it  all  to  his 
maj.'s  pro6t. — 1  hat  lie  hath  been  a  judge  these 
8  years,  and  no  complaint  brought  against  him 
for  Corruption  or  Bribery;  which  he  hope^ 
would  weigh  much  with  their  lords^hips." — And 
as  for  the  offence  taken  yesterday  agaiut 
him,  touching  tiic  king's  counsel,  fwhom  be 
ever  loved  well)  "  He  knew  them  to  be  of  tbar 
loving  nature,  that  he  doubted  not  but  thsc 
they  would  impute  it  to  his  rashness*  and  ifa-^ 

S;ive  him.  Then  he  craved  pardon  of  their 
ordships,  if  he  had  omitted  any  thing,  or 
spoken  ought  that  might  discontent  them ;  and 
so,  wid)  humble  thanks  for  their  favour  to  hio^ 
he  concluded  his  speech.'' 

The  lord  treasurer  having  ended  his  i}«eec^ 
he  was  answered  by  the  lord  keeper,  "  Tkst 
the  council-table  disavowed  the  Imposition  ob 
Wines  to  begin  from  them:  it  came  from  bis 
Id  p.  as  belongioe  to  his  place  of  lord  treasurer; 
the  matter  was  his  alone;  the  manner  also  was 
contradicted  by  the  rest  of  the  council,  for  t^ 
the  merchant  ships  were  then  in  the  river;  only 
they  gave  way  to  it,  upon  his  lordship's  under- 
takmg  that  the  merchants  would  yield  there- 
unto, and  that  they  should  be  no  way  prtjcdi- 
ced  thereby.'*  Whereunto  the  lord  treasurer 
replied,  *'  That  this  was  no  part  of  his  Chai^ge.** 


And,  5.  The  Court  of  Wards.  -  At  for  tJi* 
first,  '^That  his  omission  of  an  account  in  the 
Wardrobe  did  neither  add  to  nor  diminish  the 
charge  the  king  was  at;  and  that,  altlio'  his 
Idp.  omitted  to  serve  some  of  the  lord  cham- 
berlain's warrants,  amounting  to  a  matter  of 
7001.  yet  he  had  laid  out,  in  tlie  Extraordinaries 
of  that  office,  (which  he  was  not  hound  to 
do)  about  6OOOI.  and  that  the  good  service 
which  he  had  done  his  maj.  in  that  ofiice  is 
well  known.  Touching  tl»e  two  Bribes,  termed 
*  disguised  Corruptions,'  iMiwsoever  tlie  farmers 
of  the  customs  presente<1  the  same,  he  could 
not  know  iheir  thoughts  but  by  their  words  and 
deeds.  And  his  Idp.  prottated.  That  he  re- 
ceived tlie  same  no  otherwise  than  for  his  in- 
terest in  four  38  parts  of  the  Great  Farm  of 
the  said  Custnrast — As  touching  the  Lease  for 
Sugars,  he  will  say  no  more  tlian  formerly  he 
had  spoken.  Nor,  for  the  Compositions  for 
Grocery,  save  only,  That  his  Idp.  had  sent 
Barrett  son  unto  mr.  Serjeant  Crew,  to  satisfy 
him  that  Barret  had  formerly  collected  the  said 
compositions,  hv  virtue  of  the  warrant  of  former 
treasurers. — As  touching  the  Office  of  the 
Ordnance,  llis  Idp.  would  speak  no  more 
touching  the  provision  for  arms  and  gun-powd- 
er, than  hf  had  done. — ^But,  as  touching  Dalli- 
son's  business,  his  Idp.  said,  It  be^an  onginally 
before  he  was  treasurer ;  he  therem  setded  the 
king's  debt  unto  the  officers,  and  hath  parted 
with  that  estate,  which  he  had  from  tnem  in, 
Dullison's  lands,  within  a  month  after  he  was 
treasurer;  yet,  if  the  second  bargain  made 
with  these  officers  prove  not  as  beneficial  to 
them  as  the  first  should  have  been,  they  have 
his  word  to  make  it  as  good ;  which  he  would 
perform.  And  his  Idp.  further  profercd,  That 
any  one  should  have  Dallison's  lands  again  at 
a  nu*  less  sum  than  they  cost  him. — ^I'ben  he 
desired  their  lordships  to  take  into  consideration 
his  disability  to  answer,  and  the  ability  of  those 
that  did  oppose  him ;  and,  if  he  had  been  as 
well  able  to  spruk  for  himself,  as  they  that 
•poke  against  him,  he  doubted  not  but  that  he 
should  hove  given  their  lordships  very  good 
satisfaction. — Hii  Idp.  spake  much  in  excuse 
for  those  matters  complained  of  against  him 
as  16rd  treasurer,  saying,  Tlmt  the  king's  ne- 
cessity and  wa!it  of  money  was  the  cause  of 
much  thereof. — ^He  acknowledged.  That  the 
king  had  been  a  good  and  bountiful  master 
unto  him;  aiul  avowed.  That  he  had  been  a 
good  and  faithful  servant  mito  his  mi^j.  not  for 
impositiotvs>  for  (those  two  only  excepted, 
which  are  presented  by  the  commons)  he  ever 
stood  against  them,  deeming  them  a  partition- 
wail  between  the  kin^  and  the  subject.  Tliat 
|jis  service  has  been  m  reformations,  viz.  Of 
the  hooshold;  of  the  navy;  of  the  wardrobe; 
and  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland:  which  are 
things  of  that  nature  that  they  beget  enemies : 
and  if,  in  doing  service  to  his  maj.  he  hathpro^ 
cured  to  himself  many  enemies,  their  lordships 
will  not  impute  that  to  him  for  a  fault. — His 
Idp.  also  affirmed,  That  he  had  done  his  maj. 
g9Qd  service  ia  the  P;ilaHaate^  hy  advancing 


The  Lords  take  into  Consideradon  the  sevenl 
Arucles  of  the  Charge,  and  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer's-Answers. 

The  lord  treasurer  being  witlidrawn,  and  ti^ 
house  adjourned,  ad  libitum,  mr.  Artoraej 
general  read  that  part  of  the  Charge  against 
the  lord  treasurer  which  concerned  the  Ward- 
robe. And  the  Lords  having  duly  considered 
of  the  crimes  objected  against  the  lord  treasar- 
er,  for  not  entering  into  a  book  of  Accounts 
the  warrants  and  emptions,  as  he  ought  to 
have  done,  whereby  the  settlement  and  antient 
institution  of  that  office  is  altogether  broken; 
and  for  not  serving  the  warrants  directed  onto 
him  for  the  kiifg's  own  person,  though  he  was 
often  ur^ed  thereunto;  nor  paying  divers  of 
the  creditors  for  such  stuff  as  they  served  in, 
altho*  he  received  20,0001.  per  aun.  by  way  of 
imprest,  for  the  ordinary  charge  only  of  that 
office ;  which  a  far  less  sum  would  have  ftJIv 
defrayed ;  And  for  that  he  had  not  peslbnae^ 
that  good  service,  which  he  pretended  unto  his 
maj.  but,  under  pretence  thereof,,  had  procured 
to  himself  great  and  large  gifls  firom  his  maj. 
and  pardon  of  divers  great  sums  of  nKMer* 
And  the  king's  couusel  having.  sfcUafed  t^eir 
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lordships,  Thftt  tbe^id  pardoo  to  the  lord 
treasurer  did  not  pardoo  his  lofdsliip'^  not  ac- 
counting; the  house  was  resumed,  and  the 
question  put,  "  Whether  the  lord  treasurer^  for 
his  carriage  in  the  otfice  of  the  Wardrobe/  be 
€:ensurable,  or  no  r''  and  it  was  agreed,  neui.  diss. 
'*  To  be  censured." 

May  12.  p.  ni.  Mr.  Attorney  read  that 
part  of  the  Chartie  against  the  lord  treasurer 
which  concerned  his  taking  of  5001.  of  the 
fanners  of  Wines  and  Currants  for  a  Bribe,  and 
.^OOi.  of  the  farmers  of  the  Great  Customs,  for 
a  Bribe;  and  lor  exacting  lOOl.  of  the  said  farraei-s 
of  VVines  and  Currants.  And  tlieir  lordships 
took  into  their  consideration  the  lord  treasurer's 
Answer  unto  die  said  two  Bribes,  viz.  "  That 
,lie  accepted  of  lOOOl.  paid  him,  at  one  entire 
puymeut,  bv:,the  farmers  of  the  Great  Customs, 
^pon  a  bargain  of  iiis  four  32  parts  of  the 
Great  Fann."  And  it  appeared  plainly  unto 
them^  .bj  the  examination  of  divers  witnesses, 
as  well  ot'  those  taken  *  ex  parte  domini  re- 
gis,* as  of  those  taken  *  ex  parte  domini  the- 
saurarii,'  that  5001.  of  the  said  sum  was  given 
to  the  farmers  of  the  wines  anji  currants,  called 
the  Petty  Customs,  to  procure  his  lordship's 
warrant  for  detalkation  of  lOOOl.  per  ann.  of 
their  rents,  for  9^  years,  in  recompence  of  their 
loss,  acordmg  to  his  lordship's  farther  agree- 
ment with  them  ok  the  king's  behalf,  upon  his 
miy.'s  reference  unto  his  id  p.  and  that  the 
other  5001.  was  given,  by  the  farmers  of  the 
Great  Customs,  to  procure  his  lordship's  war- 
rant unto  the  king's  remembrancer,  to  take  se- 
curity for  payment  of  the  rent  to  his  maj.  of  the 
4  patentees  of  that  farm,  in  lieu  of  5  partners 
who  had  relinquished  their  parts  therein :  and 
that  his  Idp.  had  not  reserved  to  himself  any 
parts  of  the  said  Great  Farm,  as  his  Idp.  pre- 
tends; and  if  he  had,  it  had  been  a  great 
deceit  uatb  his  maj.  for  the  lord  treasurer  of 
England  to  contract  with  others  for  his  maj.'s 
customs, .and  secretly  to  reserve  parts  therein 
unto  his  own  benefit:  and  when,  as.  his  Idp 
niiirms,  that  ho  received  the  lOOl.  of  the  Farmers 
of  the  Wines  nnd  Currants,  for  a  new-year's 
gift,  it  appeared  also  by  the  examinations,  That 
the  said  farmers  did  present  his  Idp.  with  a  tnn 
1  of  wine  for  hia  new-year's  ,^ift,  and  his  Idp 
exacted  the  1001.  of  them  afterwards;  which 
divers  of  their  lordships  conceive  to  be  extor- 
tion.'— All  which  being  fully  discussed,  the 
house  was  resumed,  and  the  qiuistion  was  put, 
**  Whether,  upon  this  whole  Charge,  the  lord 
treasurer  be  censurable,  or  no?"  and  agreed 
generally,  "  To  be  censured." 

The  house  being  again  adjourned  ad  libitum, 
mr.  Attorney  General  read  that  part  of  the 
Charge  against  the  lord  treasurer,  which  con- 
cerned his  procuring  of  Herriot  to  surrcnrler 
his  lease  of  the  farm  of  Sugars,  which  he  held 
at  the  rent  of  10,000  marks  per  ann.  to  the 
ting,   and  for  procuring  a  new  lease  thereof! 
immediately  to  two  of  liis  lordsliip's  servants,  | 
to  bis  own  use,  at  20001.  per  aun.  and  for  de-  | 
nyitig  the  merchants,  upon  their  exportation  of  i 
9u^ars,  the  imposts  paid  therefore  upon  the  iia- 
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portatioD,  as  his  Idp.  ought  to  have  done  b/ 
the  directions  of  his  maj.'s  letters  patent  of 
the  5th  of  Dec.  ann  8.  Jac. — Upon  reading 
whereof  the  lord  keeper  signified  lo  their  lorcP 
ships,  That  he  had  received  a  message  froiti 
the  king  touching  thi^  Charge,  viz.  *'  1  hat  his 
maj.  did  freely  give  unto  the  lord  treasurer 
40001.  per  ann.  out  of  the  said  lease  of  8ugar^, 
the  same  to  begin  presently  after  the  date 
thereof." — ^Their  lordships  taking  into  consider- 
ation, that  this  was  the  king's  free  gift,  they 
did  not  think  it  fit  to  censure  the  lord  treasurer 
for  the  same;  although  his  Idp.  had  unduly 
informed  his  maj.  of  good  services  dane  in  the 
office  of  the  Wardrobe,  which  his  Idp.  perform- 
ed not,  for  which  this  lease  of  Sugars  wa? 
given  him.  Neither  did  his  Idp.  inform  his 
maj.  (for  ought  appears)  that  a  debt  of  70001. 
was  installed  upon  that  lease;  the  which  hi^ 
Idp.  transferred  to  the  Farm  of  Tobacco. — And 
as  tOucliing  the  denial  of  the  impost  unto  the 
merchants,  upon  the  Exportation  of  Sugars,  for 
that  his  Idp.  affirms,  That  the  under-farmers 
of  the  said  sugars  from  him  are  liable  to  the 
re-payment  of  the  said  imposts,  if  any  be  due, 
their  lordships  did  not  think  it  fit  to  censure 
the  lord  treasurer  for  the  same. — And  the 
house  being  resumed,  the  question  was  put, 
"  Whether  the  lord  treasurer  shall  be  freed 
from  any  censure  in  this  particular  Charge,  or 
no?"  And  generally  agreed,  "  To  be  fieed." 

The  house  was  again  ad|Oumed  ad  libitum, 
and  mr.  Attorney  General  read  that  part  of 
the  Charge  against  the  lord  treasurer,  which 
concerns  the  Composition  for  Grocery  Wares 
in  the  city  of  Bristol,  which  cltjr  had  reftJscd 
to  yield  unto  any  composition  for  the  same^ 
and  yet  the  lord  treasurer  liad  given  warrant  to 
levy  the  same  against  their  wills,  and  to  slay 
the  entering  of  their  goods  until  the  same  was 
paid  accordingly. — But  for  that  it  appeared, 
that  the  lord  treasurer  Dorset's  letter,  dated 
1610,  for  levying  the  same  composition,  agrecth 
with  the  letter  written  by  this  lord  treasurer; 
and  for  that  divers  of  Bristol  had  paid  tha 
like  cotnposition;  and  for  that  it  did  not  appear 
that  the  lord  treasurer  did  thereby  seek  any 
benefit  to  himself,  the  lords  did  not  think  him 
fit  to  be  censured  for  the  same.  Wherefore  the 
house  being  resumed,  it  was  put  to  the  question, 
"  Whether  the  lord  treasurer  shall  be  free  of 
censure,  in  this  Charge  of  Grocery,  or  noP^ 
And  ai^reed,   "To  be  freed." 

The  house  being  again  adjourned  ad  libituni^ 
mr.  Attorney  General  read  another  part  of  th^ 
lord  treasurer's  Charge,  viz.  the  Charge  against 
him  by  the  Officers  of  the  Ordnance.  And 
their  lordships  having  fully  discussed  the  ereat 
neglect  of  the  lord  treasurer  to  issue  the  king's 
money  for  the  furnishing  of  the  king's  storef 
of  Munitions,  with  armour  and  powder;  and 
that  yet  he  paid  the  arrear  of  debts  to  tlwit 
office  for  his  own  particular  profit  upon-  a  con- 
tract with  the  said  officer? :  and  having  consider- 
ed his  Jordship's  great  misdemeanors  in  tha 
bareains  for  the  said  lan^s  of  sir  R«!',€r  Dallison 
extended  for  that  det^S  ^'^4  ^^  iordthip't  prt^ 
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pounding,  for  part  of  payment  thereof,  the 
roakiue  of  baroiiets  and  a  j»uii  for  compoundiu^ 
witb  Ins  maj.'s  copyholdei-s  of  Waiicficldi  And 
jjis  lordsiiip's  Answer,  "lliat  he  prefen^d  this' 
■^uit  ujuo  the  king,  in  piiy  of  sir  Tho.  Moun- 
IftonV  iestatcj  a  man  heretofore  of  good  account 
in  his  country,  and  now  decayed;  which  their 
lordships  thought  most  sordid,  for  a  lord  trea- 
$urer  to  make  use  of  to  his  own  benefit:  And  it 
appearing  unto  their  lordships^  liiat  the  said 
lord  treajjurer  had  set  on  foot  an  old  outlawry, 
upon  a  debt  long  time  since  paid  by  the  said 
^r  Roger  Dallison;  and  that  his  Idp.  upon 
pretence  of  a  debt  to  the  king  where  there  was 
none,  procured  a  revocation  of  letter^  of  ad- 
ministration granted  of*  sir  Roj^cr  Dallison's 
goods;  and  bad  written  his  letter  to  the  judges 
of  the  common  pleas  for  the  countenoncitiir  of 
thii)  indirect  course,  to  wrejt  the  shid  lease  from 
the  said  sir  Rd,  Smith  j^nd  j>ir  John  Davy,  fop- 
aierly  granted  unto  them  by  the  said  sir  llogpr: 
All  this  being  fully  debated,  the  house  was  re- 
sumed, and  it  was  put  to  the  question,  "  Whe- 
ther the  lord  treasurer  be  worthy  of  Censure  in 
regard  of  tiiis  whole  Ciiarge,  boili  for  the  three 
bargains,  and  for  not  supplying  the  office  of 
the  Ordnance?*'  and  generally  agreed  ".To  be 
censured/' 

The  house  was  again  adjourned  ad  libitum, 
and  mr.  Attorney  read  the  rest  of  the 
Charge  against  the  lord  treasurer  touch- 
i|ig  the  Court  of  Wards.  And  their  lord- 
ships considering,  that  it  was  not  proved  by  the 
cxamirtation  of  witnesses,  that  the  secretary 
wai  appointed  to  take  any  fec«  for  the  said 
petitions,  either  for  hhnself  or  for  the  loVd 
treasurer;  nor  that  the  lord  treasurer  had  made 
any  benefit  to  himself  for  concealed  wards  by 
tirtue  of  die  said  new  instructions:  Therefore 
their  lordships  thought  hi)»  Idp.  not  censurable 
for  those  two  points  of  his  Charge.  But  as 
touching  the  doubling  of  fees  of  Continuances 
of  Liveries,  they  thought  his  Idp.  worthy  to  be 


censured  both  m  respopt  of  the  grievance  of 
the  subject,  antl  ni  his  lordship's  Answer  unto 
the  same*  vix.  **  h  is  the  king's  ^rarc  to  the 
jeoplc,  let  theJTi  pay  for  it,"  And  for  that  he 
Belivcred  uSuimp  tnito  his  secretary,  whereby 
Se  coinmillrd  the  yi^nM  tiust,  repoFcd  in  him  by 
his  iniij.  uiito  Ll^  f«c^  lant,  not  deigning  to  sign 
the  petiiioDJi,  livdii'rs,  and  warrants,  to  the 
gt^at  seril,  with  lu*  own  hand,  their  lordships 
tlioiigbt  him  worthy  to  be  highly  censured  for 
jiie  same.'  And' thereupon  the  house  being  i*e- 
>ume*d,  the  question  "was  put,  **  Whether  the 
tord  treasurer  deserved  a  censure  iipon  the 
tvhole  Charge  or  no?"  and  agreed,  nem.  diss. 
'*  To  be  censured  for  the  sdmc/' 
^  May  13.  The  Lords  ordered  the  gentleman 
ii«hcr  and  the  seijeant  at  arms,  attending  on 
(Iiat  hqusc,  to  gumnion  tlie  earl  of  Middlesex, 
ford  treasurer  of  England,  to  appear  presently 
fcefore  their  loirdships.  The  house  being  arf- 
iourned  ad  libitum,  the  clerk  read  thtj  heads  of 
the  six  Charges  against  the  lord  treasurer,  and 
the  six  several  votes  of  fhc  house  which  were 
yesterday 'past  upbn  th^"*8ain(*;     And  .  their  [ 


lordships  *  having  duly  conridcrcd  ^^".  ^^ 
proofs  of  bribery,  eicttSrtions,  oppresskmi^ 
wrongs  and  deceits,  objected  against  the  lord 
treasurer,  found  the  same  to  be  most  apparekit* 
ly  proved.  And,  as  to  the  allei^tions  of  thm 
lord  treasurer  of  his  good  »nd  [)roUtable  services 
to  tlie  king;  in  the  reformation  of  the  kioflfs 
household,  of  the  navy,  of  the  wardrobe,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  tneir  loirdships  entering  inti 
debate  thereof,  it  was  made  manifest  Co  them, 
by  many  particulars  then  declared.  That,  ks 
touching  the  reformation  of  the  king's  hQU9=* 
hold,  <vardrobe,  Ireland,  he,  the  lord  treasure!^ 
had  deserved  very  ill  of  his  maj.  and,  as  touch- 
ing the  navy,  though  his  Idp.  Was  but  a  0009^ 
missioner  w  iih  others,  who  where  more  skHfb)^ 
and  did  more  good  than  he,  yet,  he  assumed  to 
himself  the  whole  glory  thereof;  and  his  man* 
ner  was  so  to  do,  in  all  othef  hu$incs9  wherqip 
his  Idp.  and  others  were  joinedk 

The  Lords  also  considered  of  th<S  lord  trea« 
surcr's  allegation  of  hi^  advaucingthe  exchange 
of  the  king's  money,  sent  to  the  ralatinate.  ror 
payment  of  the  king*8  forces  there;  and  it 
appeared  unto  rficm  plainly,  ihat  his  s^rvic^ 
therein  desened  n6  such  respect,  as  his  Idp. 
assumed  unto  himself;  the  soldiers  of  Frankeo* 
dale  being  yet  unpaid.  Then  the  bouse  being 
resumed,  the  fii*st  question  was  put,  1,  **  Whe- 
ther the  lord  treasurer,  in  rej^d  of  these 
mis(|cmeanors  proved  against  him,  sihall  lose 
all  his  offices  wnich  he  holds  in  the  kingdoo^ 
or  no?**  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  "That  bo 
should  lose  tbem  all.'*  ^,  "  WhethejP  the  lord 
treasurer  shall  Yof  ever,  hereafter,  bo  incapable 
of  any  office,  place  or  employn^ent,  in  the 
state  or  common -wealth,  (»r  no^  Agreed^ 
"  That  he  should  he  incapable  of  them  alt."  3. 
"  Whether  he  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  Tower 
of  London,  during  his  maj .*s  pleasure,  or  no,** 
Agreed,  "  For  Imprisonment.*  4,  "  Whether 
the  lord  treasurer  for  thes^  offences  shall  pay 
a  fine  to  the  king,  or  no?**  Aj^reed  "to  Dtkj  a 
tine.*' — ^Tlien  the  bouse  was  adjourned  ad  hbi- 
tum,  that  the  lords  might  more  freely  di^cust 
what  fine  to  impose  on  the  lord  treasurer.  And^ 
heiiig  resumed,  the  fifth  question  was  put  by 
the  fore!  keeper,  5,  "  Whether  a  fine  of  50,0001.  | 
be  bulfit.icat  to  be  imposed  on  the  lord  treasur- 
er, or  no  ?'*  Agreed  to  this  article.  6,  '*  Whe- 
ther he  shall,  hereafter,  sit  in  parliament,  or 
no?"  Agreed,  "That  he  shall  never  sit  again 
in  parliament.**  7,  "  Whether  the  lord  irea^ 
surer  shall  come  within  the  verge  of  the  court, 
or  no?"  These  questions  being  all  put  and 
aereed  to,  the  whole  censure  against  oin)  was 
cirawn  up  in  form,  read  by  the  lord  keeper,  and 
passed  by  a  general  vote  of  the  house. 

Sentence  against  the  Lord  Treaturer. 
Tlien  a  message  was  sent  to  the  Commons, 
Tliat  the  Lords  were  now  ready  to  give  Judz- 
ment  against  the  Lord  Treasurer,  if  they,  witn 
their  Speaker,  will  come  and  demand  the  same. 
Ansu\  Tljat  they  will  attend,  presently,  as  the 
manner  is.  Accordingly,  the  Lf)rds  BeinK  all 
in  their  robes,  to  the  number  of  Ot,  the  Lord^ 
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TReasurer  was  brought  to  the.  bur^  hj  the  |en- 
tUtmao  uj>b#r  and  the  serjeaiit  Ut  arms ;  when 
bt^ J(if>.  making  alow  reverence,  kneeled,  until 
ukB  lord  keeper  willed  liim  to  stand  up.  The 
Commons  came  in  with  their  Speaker,  and  the 
•erjeaiit  attending  him  let  down  his  mace, 
when  the  Speaker  a4dressed  himself  to  the 
loq^B  as  follows : 

''  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  in 
|his  pari,  assembled,  have,  heretofore,  trans^ 
mitted  unto  ybur  lordships  sevei'al  offences 
l^ainst  the  right  hou.  Lionel,  earl  of  Middle- 
sex, lord  high  treasurer  of  Et^gland^  for  Bri* 
bery.  Eitoitions,  Oi^pressions,  and  other  griev- 
ous Misdemeanors  committed  by  his  idp.;  and 
now  the  Commons,  by  me  their  Speaker,  de* 
mand  Judgment  against  him  for  the  same.'* 

The  Lord  Keeper  answered,  "  This  high 
(ourt  of  parliament  doth  adjudge,  That  Liouel 
carl  of  Middlesex,  now  lord  treasurer  of  £iii- 
)and.  shall  lose  all  his  of&ces  which  he  holds  m 
this  kingdom ;  and  shall,  hereafter,  be  made 
incapable  of  any  office,  place,  or  employment 
in  the  state  and  commonvvealtb.  That  he 
siuiU  be  impiisoned  in  the  Tower  of  London 
lluring  the  king's  pleasure.  That  he  shall  pay 
i^nto  our  sovereign  lord  the  king  a  fine  of 
50,0001.  That  he  shall  never  sit  in  parliament 
uHfty  morf  ,-and  tJiat  he  shall  never  come  within 
Ihc  verge  of  the  court.*' 

May  14.  A  committee  of  lords  was  ap* 
pointed  by  the  house  to  attend  the  kii;^,  and 
to  aoquaiot  him  with  the  Judgment  awarded 
by  the  lords  against  the  earl  of  Middlesex,  and 
tq  desire  his  maj.  to  take  away  the  stan*  and 
the  seal  of  the  Court  of  Wards  from  him. — 
Ordered  also,  <*  TJxat  the  king's  counsel  do 
draw  up  a  bill,  auc)  present  the  same  to  the 
house,  to  m^ke  the  lands  of  the  earl  of  Mid- 
dlesex liable  unto  his  debts ;  unto  his  fine  to 
xhe  king ;  unto  accounts  to  the  king  hereafter ; 
and  to  restitutioi\  to  such  whom  he  had  wrong- 
ed, as  shall  be  allowed  by  the  house.*'  Wliich 
bili  afterwards  passed  ii^toa  law^* 

*  Lionel  Cranfield,  eiv*lpf  Middlesex,  who, 
^om  alow  beginning,^ was,  for  h^  eminent  qua- 
lities in  mercantile  affairs,  raised  to.  that  tule, 
and  to  one  of  the  highest  posts  ^n  the  kingdom, 
was  sou  of  Tho.  Cran5c(d>  esq.;  but  wus  uo 
more  than  a  London  ^^erchant  himself;  and 
being  bred  up  in  the  Custom  House,  was  looked 
upoi)  as  a  fit  instrument  to  detect  the  frauds 
in  those  ofi^crs.  The  kin  ,  in  his  last  speech 
to  the  lords,  has  giveu  ns  an  account  how  he 
was  intn)duced  to  court,  and  by  what  steps  he 
tose  to  tilt  height  he  so  suddenly  felt  from ;  ^nd, 
by  what  his  ma),  hints,  in  that  speech,  there 
might  probably  be  much  malice  and  envy  in 
nis  pr«secutioD,  Mr.  Rapin  charges  the  pnoce 
of  Wales  and  duke  of  Buckiiigliam  with  a 
conspiracy  to  ruin  the  lord  treasurer,  for  re- 
tiislng  tliem,  at  times,  the  exorbitant  sums  they 
demanded  when  in  Spain :  that  ibey  made  use 
of  their  credit  with  the  parliawent  for  that 
purpose,  and  caused  htm  to  be  accused,  by 
jixeu  creaturesi  of^oisjuanageiuc^t  iu  the  di^ 


,  The  same  diyr  the  bishop  of  Norwich  be- 
sought the  Lords  to  remember  the  Message  from 
the  ComifioQS,  on  th«  8th  instant^  ft)r  a  con« 
fereiice  touchiiig  some  accusation  against  his 
Mp«  which  their  lordships  then  deferred,  by 
reason  of  the  thiimess  of  the  House ;  and  de- 
sired thetn  tq  appoint  a  time  for  the  same, 
with  what  expedition  they  conveniently  mayj 
whereupon  a  committee  w«^  tbttU  uained  tor 
that  purpose^ 

4rticlei  of' the  Charge  aguhut  the  Bishop  oj" 
KorwichJ\  May  19,  A  Report  was  made  bv 
the  abp.  of  Caut^rbury,  of  a  conferei^ce  with 
the  Commons,  toudmig  %  Comprint  ag&io^ 
the  bp.  of  Norwich^  to  this  effect.  -  That 
the  Commons  had  received  a  Complaint  ex« 
hibited  against  the  said  brd  bishop,  b^  th^ 
citizens  of  Norwich  :  imd  to  shew,  that  it  was. 
ordinary  fur  the  Comi^^  to  complain  against 
the  governors  of  tlie  church  diver^  recorda  o^ 
parliament  ware  pted;  Annis.  Id  £d.  Ul« 
95  Ed.  riL  $.0  Ed.  UL  17  RichJL  and  ch^ 
11  Hen^  tV.  which  ^'^^^  cited  to  satisfy  tadi 
objections  for  their  meddliag  with  a  cause  of 
this  nature^-«-That  the  Charge  against  thesaia 
bishop  consisted  of  six  piM'ts.  1.  Ttmt  he  inhi<^ 
bited  or  dislieartened  preacbf  rs  on  the  Sabba^> 
day  in  the  forenoon,^  11.  That  images  were 
set  up  in  the  churchea,  and  one  of  die  Ho^ 
Ghost  fluttering  over  theibnt;  that  a  marbit 
tomb  was  puUed  down,  and  images  set  up  iQ 
its  room,  and  the  hl<ihop  blessed  them  that 
did  it,  in.  That  he  piMMdlied  those  who  pray c4 
not  towards  the  east.  I\\  That  he  punished  t 
minister  for  catechizing  bis  family,  and  singing , 
of  psalms.  V.  That  hf  used  extortion  many 
ways.  VI.  That  he  did  not  enter  Listitutions^ 
to  the  prejudice  of  pat roBS.-7»To  tlie  1st  Article 
it  was  said,  That  there  were  34  churches  if^ 
Norwich ;  and  in  those  parishes  30.  or  4O,0QQ 


charge  of  his  oifice^  This  bint  our  author  has 
strongly  improved  from  Wilson  and  lordCIar 
rendon  :  tl>e  fonuer  says,  "  The  duke  ol*  Buck^ 
ingimm,  remembering  how  t^e  lord  Xreasuver 
repined  at  the  monies  spent  iu  Spain,  and  his 
comportment  to  him  siiice  his  return,  resolved 
to  bring  him  down  from  that  heigiit  he  had 
placed  him  in."  And  the  latter,  "  That  the 
kiu^  was  against  the  prosecution  of  the  trea-% 
sui*or,  by  an  Impeachmeat;  because  he  fore^ 
saw,  that  those  kinds  of  parliaroeutaD^  pror 
ceedings  would  shake  the  royal  authority,  in 
the  choice  of  his  own  ministers,  when  the^f 
should  find  that  their  security  did  not  depend^ 
solely,  upon  his  own  protection;  which  breach, 
adds  the  noble  historian,  upon  his  Idngly  pow<\ 
er,  was  so  much  without  a  precedent,  thaC^ 
except  one  unhappy  one,  made  three  years  bef 


fore,  to  gratify  likewise  a  private  dispieasare," 
[lord  Bacon  be  means]  '*  the  like  haa  not  beei| 
practised  in  very  ii»an y  yi^nrs,  •  The  king  told 
the  duke,  <  That  he  itvas  a  foi/l,  and  was  making 
a  rod  for  his  own  breech  ;^  and  the  Prisea 
That  he  would  live  to .  have;  his  b^lly  fuU  of 
parliaineiitary  lm|M?uichineuia"  St'^  Historv 
of  iheiUb6lluin«To).  I;  Ibl.  aOU.  ITo'i.  p..fti4 
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p«»oplc :  Thiit  the  lord  bishop  sent  for  the 
£reach*"nj,  by  the  apparitors,  and  toW  them. 
There  waf  no  need  ot'  prenr'u  a,  on  Sunday  in 
the  forenoon,  exrcpt  in  the  cathedral  church ; 
although  2  or  SOOO  could  only  bear  there : 
ninny  dwcUii  g  three  quarters  of  a  mile  off,  and 
many  wrre  old,  and  not  able,  for  tlieir  ace,  to 
<*ou.e  so  tar.  Thar  this  inhibition  was  when 
the  kine  had  commanded  more  prt  achinp.  'I  liat 
lu»  loi  dship  connived  at  Recusants,  all  tvljich 
was  the  dishearteoineof  the  good  professor?.  It 
may  be  objected  he  allowed  ofcarechizing ;  erco, 
no  preaching  necessary :  but  he  commanded  to 
af^lc  bare  questions,  and  nothinu  else  ;  ergo,  no 
instructions. — ^Thai  this  is  done  at^ainst  the 
^nons  of  the  c.urch,  and  that  there  i^  noobe- 
■  dieuce  without  knowledge.  The  outward  man 
is  not  confirmed,  unless  the  inward  man  be 
reformed ;  and  cited  the  canon,  •  quicunque 
cotttrijtiverit  doctorem  venruiis  pecrat  in 
(Christum  ;*  with  the  carbon,  1  Jac.  c.  45,  for 
con.manfhng  preaching. — For  the  ^nd  touch- 
3n<r  the  settine:  up  oflrnages.  It  wn«rsniJ  to 
be  against  acts  of  pari,  ajrainst  the  canons  of 
the  conTOcation,  the  book  allowed  in  the  time 
of  Hen.  8.  S8  Hen.  fi.  c.  80.  against  Images, 
pilgrimages,  &c.  against  the  8  "Ed.  6.  and  the 
Homilies  approven,  anno  1  Eliz.  forhiddini! 
images*  in  churches. — The  3rd,  for  prayer  to 
the  east.  Which  Gratian  afHrros  came  by  tra- 
dition, pars  1,  diet.  11.  and  that  it  is  supersti- 
tinas,  *  Linwood  in  the  Glosses,  lib  2.  Tit.  de 
Pe.iis,  nnn  refcrt  si  verFus  Oricntem,&c.*  That 
ti»e  Hishop  excommunirated  many,  and  en- 
joined penance  onto  divers,  for  praying  to  the 
cast ;  and  some,  did  their  penance  with  a  wi- 
thy rod  in  their  hand  ;  the  proof  thereof  is  un- 
der the  bishop's  hand. — The4tfi.  One  Peck, 
a  minister,  catechized  his  family,  and  sun;r 
psalms,  his  neiuhbours  cominein,  of  a  Stmday 
after  cvenini;  prayers.  The  oishop  enjoined 
them  to  do  penance,  for  this  their  resorting  to 
catechize  and  sing  p^salms/and  to  ^ay,  *  I  con- 
fess my  errors,  &c.*  which  acknowledgement  is 
under  the  bishop's  hand.  They  who  refused, 
Vfere  excommunicated,  and  paid  7l.  charges. 
And  it  was  particularly  observed  by  the  Com- 
mons, that  this  Peck  was  a  conformable 
preacher. — 5ihly,  Touching  JFxtortion.  It  was 
sTiewn,  That,  in  the  Table  of  Fees  is  set  down, 
fbr  Institution  24s.  8d.  whereof  to  the  bishop 
tOs.  That  this  lord  bishop  is  register  also,  and 
now  himself,  takcth,  for  institution,  SI.  5h, 
and,  for  tinited  churches,  double ;  and  that, 
*  communibu5  annJK,'  there  are  an  hundred  in- 
•titutions.  For  Admission  into  sacred  Orders, 
Toothing  should  be  taken  ;  if  any,  it  is  simony  : 
yet  this  bishop  tnketh  now  59  or  80s.  the 
bishop  and  register  being  all  one.  To  sen'e 
cure,  5s.  is  due ;  he  takes  Os.  8d.  To  teach 
fchool,  8s.  4d.  is  due;  he  takes  es.  8d.  and, 
if  of  ability,  10s.  For  every  consignation  of  a 
decree  4d:  which  comes  to  801.  per  ann.  for 
which  there  should  he  nothing  paid ;  no  con- 
signation being  in  the  table,  but  set  down  in 
abp.  Whitaift's  time,  in  another  hand. — 6thly. 
"B^ilchmg  tlic  entering  of  liistitutimwl    That 


the  institations  to  benefices  are  not  registered  ; 
which  overthrows  the  patronages,  if  it  be  re^ 
turned  *  scrutatis  archivis  non  invcnitor/  vHien 
the  ris;ht  comes  in  question  ;  yet  the  fees  arc 
j^rcater  than  betbre." — ^1  he  Commons  couclud- 
ed  with  these  two  remembrances.  1st,  **  That 
they  received  this  Complaint  before  Easter 
la-si ;  yet  they  proceeded  not  in  the  examina- 
tion thereof  tiN  they  received  a  certihc^te  trom 
the  mayor  of  Norn  ich.  Sod,  That  oone  shall 
be  punished  for  complaining  in  parliament. 

The  Bishop  of  horn)ich*$  Defence.]  TTiis 
Report  being  ended,  the  bishop  of  Norwicb 
stood  up  in  his  place,  and  answered  the  sanie 
to  tfiis  effect :  "  1st.  His  Idp.  confessed  the 
Charges  in  the  said  Complaint  to  be  so  great 
and  crievous,  that,  were  he  guilty  thereof,  he 
would  desire,  himself,  to  bepuni^lied  :  but  whe- 
ther he  be  guilty  or  not,  he  will  leave  to  tbeir 
lordships  exact  and  severe  examination ; 
wherein  he  desired  them  not  to  spare  him,  and 
he  would  ever  acknowledge  and  commeud  tbek 
justice  and  honour. — His  Idp.  protested  he  was 
no  way  cuilty  of  the  first  part  of  this  accusa- 
tion ;  if  he  were,  then  he  was  unwortliy  to  bear 
the  nam«  of  a  clergyman.  He  shewed  the  on- 
worthinoss  of  such  a>  should  dishearten  presidi- 
ers  fi*ora  preaclrng  the  wtird  of  liod.  His  Idp. 
shewed  also  (desiring  first  that  he  might  not  be 
taxed  with  ostentation)  his  own  practice  ia 
preaching,  whilst  he  was  vicar  and  parson: 
that  he  preached  every  babbaih  in  tlie  morn- 
ing, and  catechized  in  the  afternoon  ;  aud  that 
he  continued  the  like  preaching  whilst  he  was 
bp.  of  Chichester:  that  in  Norwich  he  never 
missed  the  public  place,  and  ever  preached 
there  against  popery ;  though  he  had  been  an 
unprofitable,  yet  he  had  not  been  an  idle'  ser- 
vant ;  which  was  now  his  only  comlbru — As 
touching  Preaching  and  Non-residence,  be  had 
been  reckoned  more  than  half  a  puritan:  he 
told  them  of  his  manner  of  living,  and  his 
leaving  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury's  sei^ 
vice  that  he  might  goto  his  core.  He  won- 
dered why  he  should  he  thought  a  papibt ;  be 
thoutrht  it  might  be  owing  to  his  disputatioDs« 
and  his  senuons  at  Paul's  Cross,  ou  predesti- 
nation negative,  linndvisedly  preached  by  him; 
for  which  he  was  checked  by  ahp.  Whirgift, 
and  commanded  to  preach  no  more  of  it ;  and 
he  never  did,  though  dr.  Abbot,  late  bp.  of 
Sarum,  hath  since  declared  In  print  that  which. 
he  then  preached  to  be  no  popery.  That  po- 
pery is  a  fire  that  will  never  be  quiet,  he  liath 
preached  a  thousand  BerTnons;  aud  nothing 
of  popery  can  be  iniput'd  to  him  out  of  any 
of  them. — That  there  were  divers  obstacles  to 
keep  him  from  popeiy.  1.  Tbe  Usurpations  of 
the  pope  of  Rome.  His  Idp.  affirmed,  That  do 
power  on  earth  can  touch  a  prince;  and  there- 
fore he  abhorred  the  usurpation  of  the  pope 
over  princes.  2.  Their  Religion  is  dyed  in 
Blood.  3.  The  prtictic  course  of  their  reli- 
cion  is  all  by  juggling  and  feiirncd  miracles; 
of  which  his  Idp.  had  writ  a  book  against  tbem, 
which  was  never  as  yei  answered.  That  he 
never  spake 'witii  prick  or  jcwit,  nor  nercr  ia* 
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bound  over  by  a  justice  and  brought  to  his  Idpw 
and  hid^s€nteiK'6  af^aiiist  h'lm  uas,  oitiy,  that 
he  should  confess  his  fault.  The  others,  ineo«* 
tioned  in  t}iis  part  of  the  Charge,  were  punish- 
ed for  their  opinions  al^o ;  niakinty;  no  diticrcuce 
between  an  alehouse  and.  the  church,  tili  tba 
preacher  was  in  the  pulpit.  He  said,  he  must 
confess  his  fault,  That-  in-  the  -penaivce  which 
he  enjoined,  he  caused  them  to  contess  their 
errors,  omitting  their  resort  to  conventicles, 
vihich  he  did  at  their  own  earnest  suit.  V. 
His  Idp.  absolutely  denied  that. he  imposed 
any  Fees,  and  affirmed  that  he  had  not  any  of 
those  fees  which  were  complained  of;  only  thm 
fees  for  Institution,  which  he  took  a^  his  ^jre- 
decesAors  did.  If  therein  he  had  couunitted 
any  error,  *  erravimus  cum  patribus ;'  and  de- 
nied that  he  had  ever  seen  that  Taljle  of  Fee^ 
which  is  spoke  of  by  the  Commons.  VX.  Um 
Idp.  athrmed,  That  he  had  registered  all  tbt 
Institutions." 

When  the  bishop  had  ended  his  Defence, 
h.  r.  h.  the  Prince  stood  up  aud  told  liim, 
**  That  he  had  not  answered  coucerning  th« 
Paraphrase  of  the  Catechism  which  he  had 
taken  away."  To'  whiph  the  bishop  replied, 
*•  That  the  preachers  used  to  chuse  a  text  from 
the  Creed,  ike,  and  to  ask  the  child  some  oum 
question,  and  then  to  dilate  very  long  ii\jon  it^ 
but  never  descended  to  the  capacity  of  th^ 
child.  That  hb  did  not  forbid  the  expianatioo, 
but  ordered  that  it  shtiuUU  be  done  c»tecbeu« 
cally."  •      : 

Thus  ended  the  bishop  of  Norwich^vinswer 
to  the  said  Complaint.  Immediately  after 
which  an  Order  is  entered  in.  the  Lord«^  Joiuv* 
nals,  /*  That  in  respect  to  the  shortness  of 
time  and  the  mnltiplicity  ok'  business,  now  do- 
pending  to  be  determined,  the  Complaint  of 
the  Commons,  against  the  bp.  of  iNorwich, 
shall  be  referred  to  the  High  Commission,  to 
be  examined  by  them ;  and  they  to  make  re- 
port thereof  to  the  house,  and  tiien  the  houst 
will  judge  of  it."  . 

The  Bp,  of  Norwich*s  Compkint  agaimt  on$ 
Tho.  Sfokes  J  The  same  day  the  bishop  of 
^3'orwich  exhibited  a  Complaint  to  the  house 
ai^ainst  one  Tho.  Stokes,  clerk.  "  That  where.ai 
the  said  Tho.  Stokes  had  preferred  a  Petition 
to  the  Commons  against  his  Idp.  for  excessive 
fees,  pretended  to  he  taken  by  his  Idp.  and  for 
other  gi  ie van ces  therein  mentioned.  He  ac- 
knowledired  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Stokei 
to  be  lesrnl,  and  humbly  subtnitted  himself  to 
an  examination  and  strict  trial.  However,  be 
complained  that  the  said  Stokes  had  stnt  his 
lordship  this  mesoage:  '  That  if  he  would  sufler 
a  judgment  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  tor 
him,  the  said  Stokes,  to  he  arcMcacon  of  Nor- 
folk, that  then  Stokes  would  prosecute  no  fuiw 
thcr  against  his  Idp ;  others  isc,  he  would  smoko 
him  with  more  Complaints.'  Moreover,  that 
the  said  Stokes  reported  that  his  Idp.  did  .drink 
a  healtli  to  Spinola,  and  reused  to  pledge  a 
health  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  lor  that  the  said 
prince  was  a  general  unto  traitors.  And  tlmt 
Stoket  atiiimed  hi*  Up,  did- take-  SQL  .pf  «verj 


vited  a  known  recusant  to  his  tabic;  for  they 
never  say  Amai  to  our  prayers.     4.  That  their 
equivocations  are  the  last;  worse  than  which 
nothing  can  be;  his  Idp.  held  it  much  better 
to  take  on  with  the  devil  than  with  such.  Then 
he  professed  himself  to  be  a  true  member  of 
this  church,  and  acknowledged  the  church  of 
England  to  come  nearest  to  the  primitive.  That 
■we  fetch  not  our  refonnatiou  from  Wick  lift', 
Huss,  and  Luther  of  latter  times,  but  from  the 
first  400  years  next  aftelr  Christ. — I.  As  touch- 
ing the  tirst  part  of  the  accusation.     His  Idp. 
confessed,  1  hat  6  or  7  of  the  abler  sort  of  mi- 
nisters in  Norwich  used  to  expound,  in  their 
Own  ctnirches,  betbre  the  sermon  began  in  the 
catheHi*al   church;,  and  many  resorted   from 
other  places  to  these  expositions,  (tor  all  the 
churches  have  not  preachers)  and  in  the  after- 
noon to  their  sernions.    The  preachers  them- 
selves found  fault  with  this,  being  willing  to  be 
rid  of  the  pains,  for  they  were  to  preach  in  the 
afternoon  and  on:  the  week  days,  and  shewed 
hini  many  disorders  therein,  which  they  pre- 
tended ;  as  the  cutting  off  part  of  the  prayers,' 
or  their  beginning  so  ea'ly,  that  many  could 
not   come  to  tlie  common  prayers,  and  the 
like ;  and  they  besought  lus  lordship  to  remedy 
it,  because  they,  being  stipendary  men,  were 
loth  to  do  it,  for  fear,  belike,  to  lose  their  sti- 
pends ;  whereupon  he  sent  for  them  by  an  of- 
iicer,  and  willed  them  to  omit  these  expositions 
in  the  forenoon;  and  yet  he  had  since  taken 
order  for  the  erectuig  of  3  sermons  in  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  city  from  the  ci^thedral 
church ;  and  he  also  had  erected  mnny  lectures 
in  several  places  of  the  country.     II.  As  touch- 
ing  the.  Images    in   a    Church.      What   was 
done  was  done  without  his  knowledge,  it  was 
meunt  by  st.  Peter's  church :   that  he  never 
saw  that  church  till  one  evening  as  he  came 
by;  and    being  informed  of  much  cost  done 
xipon  it,  he  went  in,  and  kneeled  down  lo  his 
prayers,  as.  his  use  wns.     VVhen  he  rose  up, 
and  perceived  that  they   had  bestowed  very 
great  cost,  aud  not  seeing  or  knowing  of  any 
image  at  all  set  up   there,  he  said,  *  God's 
blessing  on  their  hearts  that  had  bestowed  such 
cost  on  God*s  house.'    HI.  As  touching  prayers 
to  the  east :  he  never  enjoined  it,  nor  heard 
of  it  till  now.     IV.  For  the  4th  part  of  his 
Coniplaint :    he  perceived  that  he  had  been 
gifted  through  the  whole  course  of  his  life ;  that 
this  Peck  was  sent  to  him  by  the  justices  of 
the  peace,  for  keeping  an  assembly  late  at 
night  at  his  house ;  nis  catechizing  bein^  but  a 
colour  to  draw  them  thither.    That  this  Pock 
had  infected  the  parish  with  strange  opinions ; 
as  not  to  kneei  when  they  came  to  church; 
that  tlie  name  of  Jesus  it  no  more  than  a  com- 
mon name,   and  that  it  is  superstition  to /bow  <  i 
down  at  it.     His  Idp.  affirmed,  that  this  Peck 
had  formerly  been  convicted  of  nonconformity, 
annis  1615  et  1017 ;  also,  for  simony  and  con- 
venticles in  his  neij^hbour's  house,  as  appears 
by  an  act  in  the  register.     Aud  -that  r.n.  162^, 
he  was  taken  in  his  house  with  1^*1^  of  his  neigh- 
^eM^  H  a  coav«otide;   tlial  h^  wa^  then 
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0M  ^tlK«rcW0flOMS«vlMA    IwCMMfimt* 

^  s«e.    AU  wbicA  te  Uf .  tftnMd  to  bt 

Tbts  Complftmty  #tth  the  %vitr>Mie8  tbw  bp. 
fro4uce4  t»  prove  k,  w««  rctvired  to  th«  ttm- 
■Hiiatimi  uf  the  abp.  of  C«Atcrbiirjp,  wiio  wm 
to  urmk*  repori  tbereot'  to  the  house  i&t  tiieir 
judf^oot  of  the  matter.  But  w<>  bear  no  more 
<il'  rhi»y  or  Uie  former  aflfiftir»  in  ibe  Jounmlf  ot 
flbetrbore ;  for  neiiber  Wibon  aor  Rosbfrortb 
ilKiutiua  oiM  word  of  tC.*  Bui  to  rtiur*  Cboor 
iH'ocoediiifil, 

.  The  C4mimon%  <k$ire  a  Uftgtr  toniim^iHkc9  of 
tfAe  Semon,]  The  sMne  chiy,  itill,  a  lAotMge 
WM  brought  from  tbe  CoiniBont  to  the  Lor^, 
by  sir  Kiwi  A  Sendys  and  others,  to  t\m  efliset; 
^  That  tbe  knighta^  ettiEeBt,  and  bui|(este%  io 
ibe  house  of  Cofurnons  aatemhied,  undeAtaiid* 
io^  that  hia  ma^Ja  pleasure  i»  to  put  attend  to 
Ifat  aeKsion  on  Saturday  nent^  the  3td  tnttant) 
within  which  short  time,  neither  thatitoute  nor 
tbetr^s  can  perfect  thoae  buMiieiset  which  are 
begun;  they  do  humbly  desire  their  lordships 
^yjw  with  them  iu  petition  to  hit  mhj.  for  a 
]oitf;c'r  tiaie :  l»t«  For  that  the  king  penlitttifif^ 
tbein  to  n.ime  their  own  trtasorcrs  ii>r  tibe 
Subsidy  this  paH,  »uch  loader  time  bath  b^cn 
i^cft'  in  that  biH  than  usoal,  bccaHsd  they  hati 
IM  precedent  tor  tbe  tanie;  whereby  many 
■i>od  bills  were  delayed.  Sndly.  For  that  the 
buflineia  of  Free  Trade,  which  bkid  b<;cn  ionp 
inordemi^  liad  broaj|bt  many  general  com- 
plaints unto  titem  ;  not  only  by  the  inerehatiie, 
but  bftke  clothiers  and  thos«  Of  (he  mcnhcr 
tort.  Which,  if  they  hare  longer  time,  they 
bopd  so  to  aecomnodate^  that  it  shall  he  ad- 
Vaota^eous.,  to  the  king's  profit^  and  gire  con* 
tebt  both  to  tbe  poor  and  to  the  rich.  *3rdly. 
Tlie  bill  lor  the  $ul>sidy  of  tb«  Clergy  was  but 
pewly  come  into  thteir  house,  and  their  own 
bill  pf  SttbsRly  is  yet  to  have  another  reading. 
4tliLy.  For  that  they  ttudemtand  thAt  their  iord- 
thip  liave  so  many  bUls^.  and  otlier  matters  of 
weight,  as  yet  depending,  that  theydoabt  whe- 
ther thej  Qi\U  perform  them  in  so  short  a  tithe. 
AVhertffote,  and  to  hold  that  fair^  correfcponil- 
•nee;  which  hath  hitherto  tontinocd  between 
both  houses,  they  make  this  earnest  request ; 
•art  mtlindiug  to  ent^iain  tiny  ne#  matter^, 
bwt  those,  only,  which  are  begun  and  rtadr  to 
b^  finished.'' 

The  mema^ers  beifng  withdrawn,  his  high- 
Resa  th^  Prince  signified  unto  tlie  bouse,  "  Tlmt 
at  bis  coming  from  the  king,  bill  maj«  toid  him 
that  he  was  detiirmined  to  end  this  session  on 
Saturday  neit ;  and  comrastnded  liis  hf^ness 
•o  to  answer  them  who  should  mo^e  to  har^ 
that  time  prolonged.  But  what  his  maj.  %^ould 
do  therein,  when  be  shail  h^r  these  reasons, 
bis  highness  said  he  knew  not."     Whereupon, 


♦  This  bp.  of  Norwich  was  Samuel  Ilarsnet, 
aAn  Le  Nave  tells  us  had  been  guilty  of  several 
acfuadalous  practices,  whilst  be  was  master  of 
FeinbroWe  baU  in  Cambridge.  Ue  came  into 
high  favour,  at  court,  in  the  next  reig»;  lor 
in  1608,  hi)  «as  Made  abp,  of  YA£k.- 


lb«  h^Hlfee  bMibl^  betoa^lbftPMce  to  ifte^ 
hb  m9§.  to  give  a  bttger  d^. — Tbe  mwtwwiy  m 
then  were  cailod  in  and  answaied,  **  Tb«t  ths 
Lordi  do  taka  in  g^  part  cheir  w^tio^icia  to 
boh)  good  cofiiBtpoadcttey  wkb  ck^SH  and  hav« 
weigjbkrd  tbe  ^eneial  and  parucuUir  r— ^pj  es- 
prc^ed,  for  to  long^  day  of  eofttHiaamae  #f  tha 
teMbn :  but  they  hare  reeaivad  aacb  ahsatuM 
directions  from  Hit  m^.  for  tbe  ead  of  ibis  stt- 
6ion»  at  aday  now  so  near  at  bAiid,  tbat  they 
cftnnot  give  the  Commona  any  h«pe  of  obtaat- 
ing  a  longer.  Yet^  coasidtrinji  ^Mtt:  hia  .«i^. 
knew  not  of  these  ra«M>ns^  tbric  lonbhifa  havv 
eatrieated  the  Prioof  m  vtove  binn  Ibr  a  toager 
fUy.  WbaC  this  wiil  prod«6a  they  kao*  aot; 
wherefore  their  lardsbips  wiU  haaien  tbe  dis- 
patch of  their  own  basinessy  agai»«(  tbe  dm 
which  his  nii%^  bath  Ibaited,  as  ■wch  as  thct 
oaA,  and  eh^  doubted  not  b«t  tbe  Gwaw 
woalddotbelike.'' 

May  90.  The  Iiordt  i^tneived  tbe  Uliomm^ 
Mess^e  from  th6  Gomanows :  **  Tbat  tbey  ^- 
sire  a  coafiirenoe  wkh  tbeir  lerdsbipa,  teochiQe 
a  Petition  to  the  King  for  maoving  aU  jaatip 
suspected  Recoaants  in>m  tbeir  offiece  o€  tnut." 
AhhWer  was  returned^  '^  That  they  woaidmcei 
them  preseniiy ;  but,  before  tbe  Lorda  went  ts 
til  is  cooforend?,  tbe  Prince  acqaainted  tk 
bouse.  That  his  vae^^  was  content  tQ  pnJ^ 
tliis  session  unto  Saturdajy^  Mi^  SOv  t»  that  faii 
highhess  woald  engjige  himself  tbttt  ttekher  q( 
tJie  two  boutos  would  entertain  any  new  mat- 
ter in  the  raeoa  Umt;  and  tliat  be  sbnk 
know,  grsti  the  niftds  of  tbi  Conunpos  iherr- 
in.''  It  was  a^reed^  '*  That  tliis  sboiiU  be  m- 
titnated  to  them  at  tbe  ntetiiig,'* 

T/it  C^fnmom'  Pelitian  ^auut  AectmaaU] 
The  same  dhy  a  report  was  made  by  tbe  afap 
of  Canterbury  of  what  psfiased  at  %km  cmoSa- 
enoe ;  he  told  the  house.  That  the  Commem 
produced  an  humble  Petition  to  the  Hn^  de- 
sinng  the  lords  to  join  with  them  in  it^  at  htrt- 
tofbre.  Which  Petition  was  read  ia  thsi 
words  : 

<<  We  y^ar  nla'v.'s  loyal  and  faitbTu]  aui^edSt 
the  Commons^  (bv  your  roy*i  atuhority  aU 
Con»mandraent  Galled  to  aad  assc»ahled-  ia  liat 
present  parL  out  at'  All  thte  ports  of  yoor  kii^ 
dom  of  Kn{^a4  and  dominion  of  Waies)  (^ 
in  all  hnmility,  gi\'e  yoir  niaj.  odoat  boiabb 
thanks,  that  you  havh  so  religiouily  and  opeolY 
published,  that  your  lawft  and  acta  of  stsn 
against  Popish  Reicustets  should  be  pot  in  ibc 
execution.  And  now  we  hold  it  our  boundes 
duty  (arttongst  other  the  important  affiun  d 
fmti  Ptelra)  to  inform  your  maj.  of  the  growtk 
of  this  dangoroos  sort  of  people  witlaa  thk 
your  kingdom,  and  of  their  insoleocy  and  bold- 
ness in  an  the  punk  thereof,  insomoch  as  masj 
!  M'  them  (unknown  to  youT  «m^.)  bare  crcft 
into  offices^  nnd  plaeeiof  fhvermnent  and  s«- 
tbority  under  y6u,  to  tbe  d isbeaftetiiag  ol^yeer 
good  subjects,  and  qop&ary  to  your  m^'s  lavs 
and  acts  of  state ;  #ho^  na^ca  (ia  diwhsiy 
of  our  allegiaaoe  and  duty,  witboat  lespact  at 
persons)  we,  in  ail  humbienets,  preaeet  tayov 
m^cstyt.    pLerefoUmf  tw^lm*^ 
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1.  M  TIm  Nmqm  ^  ail  «ock  Penpas  u  ave 
certilied  lo  lmv«  Placet  ol'  Ciivge  or  Tt U9t, 
in  theif  several  Counties^  ami  are  tkenseUes 
Popiab  Reeuiaati  or  No9<C«mouu)^cai)te,  ikiat 
bare  givea  overt  kuspkioo  ef  tkeir  illrolfecuoa 
in  Return,  or  that  are  reported  or  sukacotcd 
m  to  be/'  «.  ^  The  Kaiac^  al'  all  nufOi.  f  er*- 
teoswhoaieeertkkd  to  b^in  PlacesotChaf^ 
«r  Trost)  in  tbi»ir  several  Coumies,  and  that 
liave  wives,  ohikken,  and  9errf^t»y  tUat  are 
popish  RecuMuits  ov  Noii^IloaimuiHcaiits,  or 
that  are  aiMpeeted  or  peported  as  io  he."]«^ 
**  Now,  in  coneidepatiou  of  the  great  couate- 
toaoce  hqfthy  given  to  Popery,  the  great  grief 
und  offeaee  to  aU  yoor  best  aiiected,  tnie,  and 
loving  sabjectsy  the  apparent  danger  of  the 
^vlKile  kiagdora,  by  pottmg  the  po*ver  of  aiaw 
into  such  hands  as,  by  former  acts  of  voor 
ipaj/s  council,  are  adjudged  persons  jasUy  to 
be  suspected,  and  themselves  ^t  to  be  dlsanned. 
¥oar  said  loyal  and  faithful  suhjecu  do  most 
bunsb^  beseech  your  may  graciow»ly  to  vouch- 
safe that  the  said  lords  imd  gentlesten  above 
MiQ^,  for  th^se  important  reasons,  ^d  for 
Sie'  greater  safety  ot  your  maj.  and  of  your 
KjsAm  and  dominion,  ip^y  be  removed  from  all 
your  maj.'s  commissions  of  great  charge  and 
trust,  commissions  of  lieutenancy,  oyer  and 
^rminor,  and  of  the  peaoe^  and  from  all  oiioes 
and  other  places  of  trust.''  ■ 

This  Hetrtion  being  read,  the  iords4rferr«d  the 
debate  thereon,  for  that  time,  because  the  day 
Was  far  spent ;  hut  gave  an  Answer  to  the  mes- 
sengers who  attended  for  the  same,  That  tliey 
wotild  consider  of  the  Petition,  and  would  send 
them  an  Answer  when  they  were  resolved  of 
It.  The  Commons  returned  the  lords  thanks, 
and  said,  their  house  had  made  aa  order  to  re- 
ceive no  more  bitte,  or  entertain  any  more  new 
business  this  session.  Tbe  same  order  was  made 
by  tlie  lords. 

May  21.  The  Petition  of  tbc  Coaimons,  for 
displacing  Popish  Recusants,  *as  read  a  3nd 
time ;  and,  after  Aome  debate,  an  Answer  was 
Resolved  on  to  be  given  to  the  commons  about 
k.  Accordingly  a  message  was  sent  by  the 
lords  to  desire  another  conterenco ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  tiie  Answer  was  put  into  writing, 
and  read  to  tlie  house  in  hec  verba :  "  That 
we  take  great  contentment  in  the  concurrence 
which  has  been  between  the  two  houses,  from 
the  beginning  of  this  session,  nad  which  we 
doubt  not  hut  shall  continue  to  the  end.  That 
wliat  hath  been  desired  in  your  Petition,  con- 
teming  Popish  Recusants,  is  wholly  allowed 
and  approved  of;  our  hearts  do  go  along  with 
what  is  propounded  by  the  commons.  But 
that  our  way  in  judicature,  as  they  know,  is,  to 
broceed  upon  oath,  and  to  hoar  the  party's  de- 
fepce,  which  the  shortness  of  time  ii)  thia  case, 
can  by  no  means  pa-fifit.    That  if  we  shouW 

Sublickly  go  in  a  coawnitteo  of  both  houses  to 
le  king^  we  shouW  strike  deep  into  tlie  repu- 
tation of  the  parties  concerned,  and  give  his 
maj.  and  the  whole  world,  occasion  to  ilfcink ; 
That  we  did  both  judge  and  condemn  helore 
1^  bed.  heard.    >iotwilbstaudi»g,  we  do  itur 


ciine,  if  ibty  hkB  of  it,  to  move  hi9  highness  th« 
i/rince,  pruiiiy  to  acyieiiU  his  in%.  aidb  tbif 
«s  with  a  matter  of  stau ;  not  joubiiug  bm 
tbat  his  ma),  will  take  ii  into  b»  grai*e  auft 
pendent  considfiatioii ;  so  that  qutcb  el&ot,  m 
wo  trust,  iti  like  to  follow,  as  will  give  <is  atf 
good  Gonteotment." — ^This  answer  wm  a^ 
proved  o^  by  the  other  lKiiuke>  at  t)ie  corifcfr 
enoe ;  who  restdered  their  most  humble  t'MMkf 
to  the  Pfiuce,  '*  Ihat  he  was  pleaiis4»  «6  ^* 
bunself,  tq  intimate  thair  requests  ui^po  hif 
ma^. ;  and  thftt  they  hoped  it  would  roc^e  ^ 
gvadf>us  Answer.'' 

2Kc  ^mige$  Opi$ii0nB  on  «nve  Ciau90$  9f  l4f 
Smkmd^  Bid  m  point  of  Briviilegc.]     May  94* 
Tbe  hill  for  gramii^  an  aid  to  his  miy.  of  ^ 
eniire  Subsidies,  aiid  three  15tbs  iMid  lOths^ 
was  s^nt  up  by  the  Commons ;  and,  tli^  iipKt 
day,  on  the  9nd  rsadipg,  before  it  was  cpfl^ 
mit(ed,  the  Judges  were  appoiuted  by  the  ho^s9 
to  coaitider  of  some  points  of  judicature  \n  thf 
said  bill,  and  to  deliver  their  reanliitiQ^s  al^Htf 
iL — May  96.    The  lord  president  r^oneci  ^ 
the  house,  Ibat  the  Judges  had- given  in  tl^if 
UesQlutioos,  oonoeraing  some  qbe»tioiis  ari^|[^ 
on  the  bill  of  Subsidies;  which  was  rei^l  as  follow^ : 
^  {(csolved,  by  genc^  consent^  1  hf^U  up09 
tbo  perusal  of  several  paits  of  the  apt  oi  ^^ 
sidy,  they  do  not  conceive  that  there  is  %uf 
th»g  tbeiiein,  which  vskw  impeach  or  hleipisA 
the  privili^  or  power  ol  the  higWr  housft,  gtt 
add  to  the  privileges  of  the  lower,  in  ^lly  thm^; 
save,  in  the  particular  case  in  questioa^  and  ^l 
no  Q^ercase,  of  the  like  or  other  nature;  ayid 
tbat   for    these    masons:    1st.    Bocaqse    tbf 
judicati^re,  in  tins  paiticular  cs&e,  is  Qot  a^ 
somfsd,  by  the  way  of  privilege,  to  bege^  a  pre-* 
cedent,  but,  by  way  of  an  act ;  which  taketb 
eflobct,  not  only  by  themselves,  but  by  the  fords^ 
and  by  the  royal  assent   of  the  king.     Snc^ 
Because  the  ground  of  this  act  pro(;ecded, 
orijpnaUy,  from  the  gracious,  propodiition  of  hie 
ma),  himseif,  and  tbat  proposal  is  mentioned 
in  the  act  itself;  so  th^  there  is  nuthiiig  to  b# 
drawn  firom  this  act  to  grouod  the  like  on  here*- 
a&er,  unles^  it  be  upon  the  same  propobiiio^ 
&OIB  the  king,  with  the  ouASpnt  of  the  lurdfi^ 
who   must  fully   assent    unto  it.     3rd.    Thf 
words,  'That  the  U^rds  shall  have  power  bj 
virtue  of  this  act,'  are  not;  privative  to  auy  fpiv 
raer  power  of  the  lords,  and  ace  convenient  i^ 
this  particular  case,  where  the  o^nce  ip  new; 
foe,  before  this  act,  there  was  neither  punihhr 
■Mnt  for  this  oience,  nor  tbe  pffonce  to  b^ 
pimishcd.    .4th.  l^e  resf;rving  the  puni^bmenjt 
of  those,  who,  at  this  time,  are  assistauts  t^ 
the  higlier  house^  is  no  -derogation  to  tha|t 
house;    for  they  have  no  inherent  riglit  of 
being  assistants,  as  the  lords  have  of  being 
members  of  the  house;  and  .this  is  dppe  by 
bill  wherein  Uie   lords  join.     5th.    For   tiiat 
the  lords  are  joined  with  the  commotes  ,in  tb^ 
commission,  tlie  account  is  to  be  joint;  ^n^ 
tlierefore  it  is  not  possible  to  sever  them  i'rQV^ 
the  commons,  because  the  occouut  would  ^b^ 
lame  and   imperfoct. — All  whieh  the  Jud^ft 
humbly  bubiait  te.thBir.i0rd#i)i^Jtt^gi0VQA^ -., 
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The  Proteitatim  of  the  Lnrds  in  conuqutnce 
fAe>  <•'>/.]  IhtM  Reiioiuuons  were  approved  of 
by  the  tioase ;  but  the  lonU  thought  nt  to  enter 
a  pF'te nation  in  their  Journal  Book,  U?»brc 
the  Sabiidy  I  ill  wnb  read  a  third  time;  which 
wftft  to  this  purpotse :  *«  ForaAmich  at  thi»  pre- 
vent net  of  .Sub«  hr  from  ibc  tcmporaiity,  is, 
in  many  thine^/dtlterent  tirom  the  antient  usual 
fortu  ot  A 9'-jb?ady  bill;  and*because something 
contained  in  the  r^iiid  act,  may,  in  time  to  come, 
be  c  nibtriicd  either  to  lessen  the  jurisdiction 
•f  the  one  hooee,  or  add  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  other,  more  than  liath  been  used,  or  here- 
tofore ftdroitted:  therclbre  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  in  the  higher  house  of  pari. 
DOW  assembled,  do  hereby  disdare  and  pro- 
nounce, and  cause  thi»  protestation  to  be 
entered  on  record  in  the  roils  of  this  parlia- 
ment. That  no  words,  mauer,  or  thing,  in  this 
0ct  contained,  shttM  hereafter  be  taken  or  coo- 
fttruod  to  give  or  take  any  juribdiction,  power, 
privilege,  or  authority  to  or  from  either  of  the 
said  houses  of  parliament ;  but  that  either  of 
them  sliall,  severally  and  dividedly,  hold,  use, 
mnd  enjoy  such  ond  the  sarne  liberties,  privi- 
leges, powers,  and  jurisdictions  as  heretofore, 
they,  or  either  of  them,  respectively  had ;  any 
thioi;  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwitbstand- 
ing," 

Debate  on  the  Subtidif  Bill  in  the  Commom.] 
It  may  not  be  amiss,  in  this  place,  to  look  back 
into  the  JournaN  of  the  Commons,  this  session, 
for  tlie  first  motions  of  a  Supply  in  that  house. 
Vic  are  told  that  the  kinj;*s  demnnds  to  support 
the  state,  in  ca»e  of  a  war  with  Spain,  Ice.  on 
the  breach  of  the  treaties,  was  a  supply  of  6 
Subsidies  and  12  Fifteenths.  On  the  19  March, 
the  Commons  went  upon  this  detn^md,  and 
the  heads  of  a  long  debate  is  entered  in  the 
fuhsetjuent  Jonrnal  of  this  session.  In  one 
«pcTch  of  sir  Edw.  Coke's,  is  a  calculation 
^hut  the  whole  sum  of  sach  a  grant  would 
amount  to.  He  estimated  that  one  Subsidy 
from  the  laity  would  come  to  70,0001.  and  a 
fifteenth  to  30,000],  a  Subsidy  from  the  Clergy 
to  '20,0001.  I  he  total  of  which,  n^ultiplied  by 
the  number  of  them  demanded,  would  amount 
to  000,0001.  almost  a  million,  which  was  more, 
he  snid,  than  all  England  could  raise,  with  any 
conveniency. — After  almost  two  days*  debate 
the  house  came  to  the  following  Resolution 
upon  the  question,  without  one  negative  voice, 
"That  after  his  maj.  sliall  Irnve  been  pleased  to 
declare  himself  for  the  utter  dissoluUon  of  the 
two  Trcatiep,  for  tlie  Marriage  and  tlie  Palati- 
nate; tlie  house,  in  pursuit  of  tlicir  advice 
given  to  his  maj.  and  towards  the  support  of 
the  war  which  is  likely  to  ensue;  and,  mpre 
particularly,  for  these  four  points  proposed  by 
hisniaj.  naiftely,  the  defence  of  this  llealm; 
the  securing  of  Ireland ;  the  assistance  of  our 
neighbours,  the  states  of  the  Onited  Provinces, 
and  other  his  mai.'s  Allies;  witli  the  fitting  out 
of  his  maj.'s  royal  navv,  will  j^rant,  for  the 
present,  3  Subsidies,  i»ith  3  Fifteenths  aad 
Tenths,  to  be  levied  in  such  timje  and  manner 
US  they  sbaU  be  pleased  aftcrwuide  to  appoint; 


and  to  be  ^Mtid  into  the  hms^  aad  «xpe«lcd 
by  the  direction  of  Mich  cowirwoneo,  a« 
shah  hereafter  be  a^^reed  oo  ia  this  prescii 
tension  ot  pari"  aud,  by  a  subbequeot  rex^ 
ti«m,  nem.  con.  the  iiaaie  day,  it  wa»  agreed, 
"  That  these  3  Subwdied,  *  Fitceemltt  aad 
Tenths,  shall  be  paid  « iihio  tb<:  »pace  of  oae 
▼ear  after  the  kitig  hath  d«ciai:c4  biaadL* 
Upon  the  deli  very  of  ihik  propowtioo  to  tk 
king,  it  was  agreed  to  by  hmi;  aittentwds  iht 
Treaties  were  broke,  as  hath  been  aieauoud, 
and  the  Commons  went  upon  trmnung  a^iilt  a> 
raise  the  Supply  and  name  cumuutetonen  to 
be  the  managers  of  it:  which  being  a  tkan 
hitherto  unprecedented,  and  what  no  dovned 
head  e\er  granted  before,  occaftioocd  tlie  de- 
pute in  the  house  of  lords  bei'ore  reiated.— fie 
lo  proceed  with  the  Lords  JoumaU. 

KeaokUioHS  ti/*  the  Loids  ««  to  Matttn  ^ 
PriviUgf,]  Miiy28.  The  EaH  ManOial,  iioa 
the  committee  for  searching  precedents  ta 
sustain  the  privileges,  btc  of  the  hooht,  mu^ 
the  following  lUport; 

"  How  far  the  Privileges  of  the  NobiKtycfe 
clearly  extend,  concerning  die  Freedom  d* 
their  Servants  and  Foliower.H  from  Arresa. 

*'  To  all  tlieir  menial  servants  and  those  cf 
their  family,  and  also  those  employed,  neces- 
sarily and  properly,  about  their  estates  as  vtl 
as  their  persons. — l^ds  freedom  to,  continue 
SO  days  before  and  after  every  sesaioa^  u 
which  time  the  lords  mayfoavenieutljr  $^  bosoe 
to  their  houses  in  the  most  remDle  parts  of  ibe 
kingdom.^- That  all  tlie  lords,  alter  the  ead  of 
this  session,  be  very  careful  in  ihfis  point,  aad 
remember  the  ground  of  this  privilc^;  whicii 
was,  only,  in  regard  they  should  not  be  dis- 
tracted, by  the  trouble  of  their  servants,  fmn 
attending  the  serious  afiairs  of  tl>e  kingdosa; 
that  therefore  they  will  not  pervert  that  pritil^ 
to  the  public  injustice  of  the  kiOgdcMn,  w^ask 
was  given  them,  chiefly,  that  the  wliule  reals 
might,  in  this  high  ^ourt,  draw  the  clear  light 
of  justice  from  them.  In  which  case,  every 
one  ought  rather  to  keep  far  within,  than  auy 
way  exceed  tlieir  due  Umits. — Tiiat  hereafter, 
bctbre  any  person  be  sent  for  in  this  kind,  the 
lord  whom  ue  senrcs  shall,  either  by  bifnaelf  or 
by  his  letter,  or  by  some  message^  certi^  the 
liouse  upon  his  honour,  tlmt  the  person  arrested 
is  within  the  limits  of  the  privilege  before  ex- 
pressed.— And,  for  the  pardcuhuis,  th«y  mast 
be  left  to  tl>e  judgment  of  the  bonse»  aa  the 
case  sliall  come  in  question ;  wherein  the  faome 
wants  no  means,  as  well  by  oath  as  without*  to 
iind  out  the  true  nature  of  th^  serviuit's  «|«ahty 
in  his  lord's  service.  Thereupon,  if  it  be 
adjudged  by  the  house  contrary  to  tii9  tnie 
intent,  any  member  whatsoever  nmst  not  tKink 
it  Strang,  if  in  such  a  case,  both  luznself  ao&r 
reproot,  as  the  house  shall  think  lit,^«iid  ias 
servant  receive  no  beoe&t  by  the  privilege,  but 
pay  the  fees;  because  the  justice  o^  tbe  kii^ 
dom  must  be  preferred  before  any  psnooiA 
respect,  and  none  to  be  spared  that  ahaU-cftaql 
after  so  ^ii:  a  waniing^''-^-'Orde]:«ci  |o  1$^  oU 
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^tved  accordingly,  wkli  this  aUeration,  viz. 
**  This  frcodoin  tu  begin  with  the  date  of  the 
'Writ  of  summons,  and  to  continue  20  days 
after  every  session  of  parliament.*' 

Order  of  the  Lords  conccrnint:  Judicature. "^ 
The  Earl  Marshal  also  reported.  That  Ute  lords 
of  the  committee  had  thought  this  order  proper 
concerning  Judicature,  viz.  "  The  lords  of  the 
high  court  of  pari,  do  hold  it  fit  to  consider  of 
some  Orders  tor  the  trials  of  such  persons  as 
^hall  hereafter  be  brought  before  them,  and 
come  to  Judicature :  but  tlie  session  being 
soon  to  end,  at  this  time,  their  lordships  think 
it  fit  to  declare  now  in  general,  That  a^  this 
court  is  the  highest  from  whence  others  ought 
to  driiw  their  light,  so  they  do  intend  the  pro- 
ceedings thereof  shall  be  most  clear  and  equal; 
as  well  on  the  one  side,  in  finding  out  oifenccs 
where  tb^sre  is  just  ground,  as,  on  the  other 
side,  in  affording  all  just  means  of  defence  to 
sych  as  shall  be  questioned.  Fur  the  particu- 
lars, they  do  at  tliis  time  order,  That  in  all 
cases  of  moment  the  defendants  shall  have 
copies  of  all  depositions,  both  pro  &  contra, 
after  the*  publication,  a  convenient  time  before 
hearing,  to  prepare  themselves :  And  also  that 
if  the  defendants  shall  demand  it  of  the  house 
in  due  lime,  they  shall  have  learned  counsel  to 
assist  them  in  their  defence,  whether  they  be 
able,  by  reason  of  health,  to  answer  in  person 
'  or  not,  80  as  they  chuse  council  void  of  just  ex- 
cbption ;  and,  if  such  council  shall  refuse  them, 
they  are  to  be  assigned  as  tlie  court  shall 
tbink  fit.  This  their  lordships  do,  because  in 
a)l  cases,  as  well  civil,  crimintd  and  capital, 
they  bold  that  all  lawful  helps  cannot,  before 
jvst  judges,  make  one  that  is  guilty  avoid  jus- 
tice ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  according  to  his 
majesty's  roost  gracious  speech,  *  God  defend 
that  an  innocent  man  should  be  condemned.* 
likewise  for  calling  a  member  of  this  house  to 
the  bar,  their  lordships  hold  it  fit-to  be  very 
well  weighed,  at  what  time  and  for  what  causes 
jt  shall  be ;  and  therefore  tlie  time  being  now 
sliort,  precedents  are  to  be  looked  out,  and  this 
to  be  considered  of  at  the  next  meeting.'* . 

'  Petition  of  the  Commons  to  the  Kingf  corn- 
vlaining  of  divers  Grievances.']  The  following 
rctition  to  the  King,  from  the  House  of  Com- 
lAons,  complaining  of  divers  Grievances  occa- 
sioned by  Monopolies,  &c.  is  taken  from  a 
Collection  of  Speeches,  &c*  in  16^3  and  1624, 
co'mmuuicated  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Zacbariah 
Grey  to  the  Editors  of  the  •<  Parliamentary  or 
Constitutional  History  of  England.*'  This  Manu- 
script, apparently  in  the  hand-writing  of  those 
times,  tne  Doctor  calls  **  Capt.  Wingate*s  Ma- 
nuscript.'*—Th)e  Petition  is  without  date ;  hot 
ii  seems  to  have  been  presented  to  the  King 
just  before  the  conclusion  of  this  session,  be- 
cause his  Ma)e^*s  Speedi,  as  the  reader  will 
perceive,  is,  in  some  measure,  an  Answer  to  it. 

'  "  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,  We  your  most 

,Jbyal  and  loving  subjects  the  Commons,  by 

your  r^Tdl  a\ithority  assemble^  out  of  all  the 

.parts  df  your  reidm  of  England,  in  tbirpdTesent 

pari,  as  wel)  out  of  duties  and  le^mryout 

Vol,  I. 


majesty,  as  out  of  the  sense  of  that  just  gncf 
wherewith  your  subjects  are  generally  afflicted, 
do,  in  all  humility  present  the  Complaint  of 
tlie  Commons  of  your  realm  against  those 
Grie\'auces  ensuing  to  your  gracious  view, 
humbly  and  instantly  praying  due  redress 
thereof. 

"  Fish. — Whereas  upon  divers  suggestions, 
and  to  set  forward  the  plantation  in  New-Eng- 
land,  your  maj.  did  grant  your  letters  patent, 
bearing  date  the  Srd  of  Nov.  in  the  ISihyear 
of  your  reign,  unto  sir  Ferdinand  Gorges,  and 
other  patentees,  whereby  your  nijy.  prohibited  , 
all  your  subjects  to  visit  the  coast,  witlioiit  the 
licence   of  the  patentees ;    aud,   by    pretext 
thereof,  your  maj.*s  subjects  have  been  inter- 
rupted to  fish  in  the  main  sea  upon  the  Same 
coasts :  in  which  letters  patent  it  is  further 
contained^ '  ITiat  if  any  of  your  subjects  should 
offend  contrary  to  the  same,  they  should  forfeit  ^ 
their  ships  "and  goods,  the  one  moiety  thereof  * 
to  your  maj.  and  the  otlier  moiety  to  the  pa-- 
tentees.*    Now,  in  respect  the  trade  of  Fish- 
ing is  a  most  beneficial  trade  to  this  realm  for  * 
the  increase  of  shipping,  navigation,  and  mari-  . 
ners,  and  the  bringing  in  of  bullion  and  victuals 
to  a  very  great  yearly  value  and  supply ;  and 
yet  the  free  exercise  thereof  is  restrained  bj 
the  said  letters  patent,  contrary  to  law,,  and  to 
the  general  damage  of  this  realm;  and  foras- 
much as  the  said  Grievance   was  complained 
of,  and  examined  by  and  before  the  Commons 
in  this  present  .pari,  and  the  sjaid  sir  F.  Goi^es 
who  undertook  the  defence  thereof,  for  him- 
self and  other  the  said  patentees,  being  called  . 
hereunto,  and  at  several  days  deliberated  and 
fully  heard  therein,  by  himself  and  his  learned 
counsel,  could  not  defend  the  sa^e ;  and  yet  tlie 
premises,,  notwithstanding  your  loviog  Subjects 
may  he  hereafter  vexed  as  heretofore  "they  have  ' 
been,  by  colour  ot  tlie  said  patents,  sp'  far  as 
they  concern  the  prohibition  of  free  fishing,  ' 
and  the  incidents  thereunto,  and  thecbpfisca- 
tion  tif  ships  and  goods,  and  all  restraii/ts  and 
penalti^  Uierein   contained,  concerning  free 
Fishing,  and  wluch  may  l)inder  ^he  'sain6,  to  be 
utterly  void  and  against  your  laws,'  and  nev^c 
hereafter  to  be  put  in  execution.'' 

"  Gqt.D  Wire-Drawers.— Whereas,  withift 
the  city  of  I/)ndon,  there  was  an  apcient  art  and 
trade  of  Gold  Wire-Drawing,  exercised  by  di- 
vers, being  niembers  of  the  corporation  of  gold- 
smiths of  tio'ndon,  whereby  tney  maintained 
not  only  themselves  and  their  families,  but  also 
set  many  otlier  persons  oh  work,  until  one 
Matthias  Fowle  and  others  (m^n  never  'bound 
apprentices  in  the  said  trade  according  to  the  . 
law)  obtained  from  your  maj/ letters  patent, 
bearing  date  14th  of  June,  in^  the  2l9t  year  of* 
TOur  reigti;  whereby  tliey  were  incorporated 
toy  the  name^  of  Golcl  Wire-drawers .  of  the 
city  of  London,  th^  governor,  the  assistai^  and 
commonalty,  upon  sqggestion  th^t  they  would 
import  from  foreign  p^rts,  \o  be  converted  in* 
t9  current  coin  ofth\s.kingdom,s6much  fi^reiga 
gold  and  silver  coin  ang  bullion,  <|s'  should 
countervail  the  bullioa  they  shoald  us^ln  mak- 
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ii)g  Gold  Wire  and  other  rotnufiMrturers ;  nnd 
ail»o  tne  sume  Gold  Wire  should  be  of  a  t>uf!i- 
de^i  }^oodiifebs,  and  sold  at  the  like  or  cheaper 
rtktei  than  the  same  wa*  before  (he  said  jjcw 
COrporatioD :  and,  by  the  said  letter*  patent,  the 
Miid  Cold  Wire-Drawers,  anciently  Drrjuj^ht  np 
to  and  listing  the  sai<l  trade,  were  prohibited  to 
lue  ur  exercise  the  same  anymore.  i\nd  Kir- 
ther,  your  Hiiij.  by  ilie  said  letters  patent,  at  the 
prayei^  of  the  persons  so  newly  lucoiporatcd, 
did  inipobe  d4*  upon  every  ounce  of  gold  w  ire 
tl^at  sbuuld  be  made  or  sold  by  them  within 
tuis  realm/  The  bumble  Petition  of  your  sub* 
jects  is,  1  tiat  your  ma),  will  be  graciously  plca»- 
ti  to  publitob  add  declare  th«  same  accordingly, 
mnd  that  tlie  said  letters  patent  should  never 
bireafter  be  put  in  execution.** 

'  "  COKCEALMEVTS    AND    DEFECTIVE  TlTLE% 

-7>And  whereas  your  cbaj  of  your  blessed  dis- 
p<isition,  taking  care  of  the  quiet  and  ease 
it  your  subjects,  who  had  been  iutolembly 
vexed  by  cooiptroliers  or  overseers  of  defective 
Titles  under  your  great  seal,  forbid  all  men  to 
|Ht>pouDd  or  offer  (q  sue  for  aoy  spch  lands, 
tor  that  in  your  royal  judgment  they  were 
tbin|b  fit  to  be  measured  by  the  rules  of  your 
R^aj.s  own  conscience ;  yel  sir  John  Towns- 
hendfknt.  not  regarding  your  roaj/s  royal  com- 
mandment, hath,  by  coU)ur  of  his  fetters  patent, 
obtained  since  your  mai/s  said  prohibition,  of 
1^  Hospitals  employed  for  the  furtherance  and 
relief  oi  old,  poor,  and  impotent  people,  and 
aiauy  other  la^ds  ana  tenements  in  divers 
counties  and  partf  of  your  realm,  in  the  pos- 
sesion of  your  subjects,  extremely  vexed  by 
u^kjust  suits  inyour  maj.'s  name;  and  otherwise 
tl|e  goven>ors  and  poor  of  the  said  liospitals, 
apd  oUicr  your  maj.'s  subjects,  to  their  great 
charge  and  hindrance,  and  almost  undoing. 
Our  humble  Petition  to  your  ihaj.  is,  Tiiatthc 
5Jud  Utters  patent,  for  thp  causes  aforesaid, 
tbaYVe.CAil^i")^"^^  cancelled;  and  that  the 
tsaid  sir  Johq,  and  ail  claiming  under  kim,  may 
be  by  your  maj.  prohibited  to  <'cx  or  trouble 
ahy  of  your  maj.'s  subjects,  by  pretext  or<:o- 
loVr  of  the  san/c.'*' 

'"  Bbiees.— And  wFier<?as  licenses  under 
the  seal,  to  gutter  monies  of  your  subjects, 
to  persons  p^te^ing  losses  by  fire  or  otherwise 
bf  against  tne  statute  in  that  case  made  and 
pirovided^are  grown  to' such  excessive  numliers, 
tfafit  pi^ j  miscbieis  aridinconvenicnccs  therc- 
upoaensue^  ^"^S  P*'"^  ^f,  J^W  '^^"?»  Q^^f 
siiit  to  yourm'ay[.  is^  Tllat  thV  statute,  id  that 
case^niade  may  be  .observed^  and  that  nospcli, 
licen^  inaj^.]^  \^^^^^^  g^aftte^f."  « 
^  **  ApQTi^ECARji^,— ^Yhere^^  the  Apotheca- 
ries o^ttie  city  of  tbndon  lifive  been  anciently 
j^emVers.of  ifie  qo^pany  of  groceis  o^  tiie  iunne 
city  I  and!iyhereas  th^^said  grocers  did,  and  do, 
i'ijr  ^Tt^^d  th^  numlMer  ^of  Apoth^nes^  and 
djd  ev^  buy  a/idj  sejt^.ajl  i^'fU)»€j^,of  driig^'njs 
%^!l,^|  appfl5^Cai;ie^^»w^|ch^^dru^  a^  several 
times  of  tHe  y?*M*>  wpr«  by^  the  -pre^idf^nt  and 
cep9<Jiv9^t|>€  coll<^.of.  tVe  'p}iysiciaiis,'s^rcli- 
^  and^  viewed  whetfier'  vie  saine  wer^  iiseiul 
©rnofj'^u^  wl^efo^s  asj  well  tltc  sui4  grocers 


as  oth<;rs  did  use  to  distill  all  Hinds  of  wat;iers,« 
great  part  whereof  was  transported  beyond  ib^ 
seas,  to  your  maj. '&  great  and  yearly  benetii; 
th^  said  A potlie caries,  without  coosent  of  the 
baifi  j;rocerN,  obtained  letters  patent,  bearing 
date  6tli  of  Dec.  in  the  16tb  year  of  jour  luaj.'a 
reign,  whereby  the  said  Apuihecaries  mre  ic- 
eorpora  led  and  divided  from  the  com  pan  j  of 
grocers ;  by  colour  of  w  hich  fcaid  letters  patent, 
the  apothecaries  have  appropriated  to  them- 
selves the  whole  buying  and  seliing of  ftH  drugs, 
and  tlie  whole  distillation  and  be41ing  of  all 
waters  within  the  said  city  and  7  milea  tbere- 
about ;  which  di\idingof  the  apothecaries  from 
the  grocery  without  their  coDsent,  apd  the  ap- 
propriating of  the  distillation  of  tbe  said  waters 
unto  the  apothecaries,  and  tbe  sole  seilmg 
(hereof  by  ttiem,  is  against  tbe  W\r,  to  the 
impoverishing  of  manjr  persons  and  tlieir  fiuni- 
lies.  Your  u>yal  subjects,  tlierelbre  humbly 
pray  your  maj.  graciously  to  be  pleased  to  de> 
clarc  the  said  leuers  patent  to  be  void,  aod 
that  the  same  shall  not  hereafter  be  put  iato 
execution. 

**  WiKTEBTOKNE.«»s Lights.-*- Whereas  by  aa 
act  of  pari,  power  and  authority  to  erect  bea- 
cons, marks,  and  signs  f(f>r  the  sea,  wasprento 
tbe  master,  wardens,  and  assistants  of  the  Tri- 
nity House,  as  to  men  skilful  and  eitpert  i^  thai 
behalf;  and  whereas,  at  the  earnest  request  of 
the  seafaring  men  passing  by  tlie  coasts  of 
Norfolk,  they,  at  tlieir  own  costs  and  charges^ 
erected  a  sign  for  the  sea,  commonly  craild  a 
IJght'HoubC,  of  stune,  at  WinteitoDnes^  in 
Norfolk,  aiid  agreed  to  take,  and  did  take.  Kit 
Gt\.  for  every  20th  chaldron  of  coals  of  ships 
pasjiing  that  way.  So  it  is  that  sir  John  Mel- 
drum,  upon  suggestion  that  there  \vas  uram  of 
a  light'house  at  Wintertonne^;,  obtaiced  of 
your  uv<j.  Tetters  p-^teiit,  to  erect  a  )ight-hoiis# 
there,  which  lettcn»  being  made  upon  tbtf 
con?ideraiioM,  were  voi(J  in  law;  for  that  there 
had  been  a  li!;ht-hou5e  tliere,  bj  the  space  of 
half  a  year,  or  tliereabouts :  and  th^c^b  it. 
were  true,  us  sir  John  pretended,. that  he  bad 
petitioijed  to  your  maj.  for  erection  of  a  l%bt» 
jiouse,  before  the  sqid  light-house  of  stone  was 
erected,  yet  the  said  letters  f)atcnt  a^e  void  in 
law-,  for  tiiat  tliey  of  the  Trinity-House,  haibg 
authority  as  is  aforesaid  by  act  of  parL  did, 
before  the  said  l<ft;tcrf  patent,  erect  a  li^t- 
house  as  is  afitfcsaid ;  where  they,  of  the  Tri- 
nity  did  ta)ce  ^t  6d.  for  every  29  chaldron  of 
coals,  the  said  sir  Johq  by  colour  of  th^  said 
letterspatent,  for  every  30.  chaldron  of  cp^ 
bath  taken  ^s*  4d.  anc)  will  not  suffer  tbe  sh^f . 
to  make  their  eptries,  ox  take  cocqiietSy  before 
they  pay  the  said  ex9e^ive  duty,o)r  8k  ^*  ^ 
the  iiit9le;tible  datpage,  attd^oss  of  jour  sob: 
jects,'he  hath  takeci ^ter  the  r%t^  of  9s^  44^  el 
divers  seafeapng  men»  tha^  si^|.  not  tha(  wtj^ 
pqr  ii^  their  course  could  take  any  benefit  of 
the  said  light^hou^.  Oijii;.Hupa!hle  JP^^p|Mi  is, 
iThpt  your  miy.  w^i  be  plea^  tp  iH|b)^,tba. 
s§id  letten^  p^fDt  to  be  vQid  in,.ia^^  <^^! 
command  tha4,tbe^  be  l^^,8MM«^  put,  i|^,  t^^^' 
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«*  SiRSiMONDHARvv.-^llie  said  sirSimoni 
flarvjr,  of  his  own  authority,  made  warrants  to 
Hivers  constables  of  the  county  of  Hertford  fur 
taking  inalt  for  your  maj.'s  provi>ion ;  which, 
Oy  colour  thereof,  was  taken  accordingly,  and 
paid  not  such  prices  for  the  same  as,  if  the 
taking  had  been  lawful,  they  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived. He,  in  your  maj.'s  name,  likewise 
caused  to  be  taken  of  Quested,  a  fishmonger  of 
London,  a  grfeat  quantity  of  lings  for  his  maj.'s 
provision,  where  he  ought  not  to  ha^e  taken  the 
same,  and  yet  paid  not'therefor,  as  if  the  Uking 
had  been  lawful,  he  outfit  to  have  done.  He 
hath,  wi6tii»gly  and  wiUnifi;ly,  over-charged  di* 
Vers  counties,  as  Hertfordshire,  Essex,  and 
Hanppshire,  with  carriages  for  yourmaj.  he  not 
finding  ajty  or  proportionable  carriages  ti^r  such 
cO'u  ities  as  had  compounded ;  whereby  your 
nUj.'s  subjects  wene  grievously  oppressed. 
Vf^bereas  the  words  of  composition  and  cove- 
nant for  purveyance  ftf  oxen,  ^c.  be,  <  That 
All  undertakers  should  have  their  monies  im- 
mediately upon  the  delivery  of  their  provisions, 
the  undertakers  of  Buckinghamslure,  Berksliire, 
Herefordshire,  Gloucestersliire,  Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  Yorkshire,  Wilibhirc,  and  many  Tjtlicr 
counties,  having  delivered  good  and  senlceable 
^Oxen,  &c.  and  so  allowed  by  your  maj.'s  ofl&- 
^r«,  and  going  to  sir  Simon,  with  a  debenture 
for  money,  was  answered,  «  That  they  could 
have  none;'  to  the  extreme  hindei-ancc  of  all, 
and  the  utter  undoing  of  some  of  them;  wKere- 
as,  betbre  sir  Simon  became  o^cer,  they  \\ere 
4uly  paid  accordiiig;  to  the  said  composition. — 
It  hath  been  testified  unto  us,  that  2600l.  will 
dot  set  your  hoh.  household  in  so  good  case 
and  order  as  it  \Vas  before  he  came  to  inter- 
meddle with  the  same ;  for  before  his  time, 
jour  maj.  had  usually  in  store  500  cjuarrcrs  of 
wheat,  200  oxen,  ^000  muttons,  50001.  in  hay 
and  oats,  and  other  pronsions ;  whereas  now 
your  maj*  hath  none,  or  \ery  little;  for  he 
takes  this  course,  that  he  selleth  the  good  and* 
(fit  oxen  and  muttons,  and  buying  n.e.tt  from 
tlie  butchers,  \nany  times  your  lum^jehold  hath 
beeu.  very  ill  served,  to  the  jtrcat  dishon"our-of 
your  maj.  And,  to  shew  the  bad  disposition 
•f  this  needy  person,  the  said  sir  Simon  liath, 
Cuniiingly  and  treacherously,  cozened  and 
cheated  Lieklahd,  one  of  your  maj.'s  servants, 
of  5301.  We  your  humble' subjects  that  are 
^ver,  and  shall  be,  sensible  both  of  your  niiaj.'s 
honour  and  profit,  thought  it  our  bounded  du- 
fies  to  infonn  your  ihaj.  of  these  particulars, 
liot  having^time  to  examine  any  more,  to  the 
ifnd  thai  the  said  lir  Simon  may  (to  terrify 
dthers  olTending  in  the  likc^  receive  condign 
punishment,  according  to  the  merit  and  justice* 
df  his  cause." 

'  "  Gaols. — ^Whereas,  by  thd  comraoh  laws 
ibd  statutes  of  this  realm,  the  custody,  rtilc, 
keeping,  and  charge  of  every  of  your  maj/s 
Common  ^aols,  prisons,  and  prisoners « in  every 
<!ounty  within  thi^your  realm  of  fiiiglandydoth 
ieloog  to  the  shcnff  of  the  said  county^  as  in- 
cident to  his  office ;  and  the  said  sheriff  only, 
iftkd  tftf  VDOH^  U  accountable  and  aBswcrable, 


as  well  to  your  miy.  a^  to  all  and  every  of  youij' 
sul^ects,  for  all  prisoners  committed  to  the  saia 
gaols,  and  is  to  pay  and  satbfv  idl  the  .debts 
and  dAHiages,  for  which  ai)y  prisoner  is -there- 
unto committed,  if  he)  bV  aiiy  means,  escape 
out  of  the  same;  and  thcretore  all  grants  of 
the  custody  of  such  gaoli  made  by  your  maj. 'a 

f>rodecessor8,  kinj^s  or  queens  ol.  this  Tealm^ 
lave  heretofore,  iw  the  time  of  qu^en  £liz.  by 
the  resolution  of  the  judges,  been  declared  to 
be  void.  And  whereas,  also,  in  your  maj.'s 
counties  of  York  and  Lancaster,  and  other 
counties  of  this  realm,  where  coiumon  gaols 
have  not  been  erected  by  statute  in  other 
places,  then  your  maj.'s  casilcs,  tiic  common 
guols  of  every  county  have  been  k^pt  iri  some 
of  your  maj.'s  oivn  castles,  of  which  castles,  as 
well  as  of  the  gaols  thertipV^ic  sheriff  of  the 
said  county  f7>r  the  time  ^ing  hath  had'  iho 
custody  under  your  nnij.  or  your  predecessors^ 
kings  or  queens  of  this  realm,  as  belonging  to 
his  sheriffvvick ;  and  therefore  all  letters  patent, 
and  grants  of  the  custody  of  any  coinmup  gaol 
in  any  county  of  this  reabn,  made  to  other  per* 
son  or  persons  for  life  or  years,  than  tlie.  sheriff 
of  tlie  said  county,  in  the  lime  of  Hen.  7.  have 
been  declared  to  be  utterly  void.  Therefore  your 
maj.'s  most  loyal  subjects  of  your  commooa 
house  oi  pari,  most  humbly  beseech  jour  maJ. 
that  it  wuuld- please  ypur  highness,  out  of  youff 
zeal  to  public  justice,  to  revoke  a^id  make«\oi4 
all  letters"  patent  and  gnints  of  the  custody  of 
any  common  gaol,  in  any  county  of  this  realm^ 
made  to  other  person  or  persons  than  ^the 
sheriff  of  the  said  county  tor  the  time  being. 
And  that,  of  your  royal  grace,  it. would  hko- 
wise  please  your  maj.  that  the  sheiids  of  thd 
said  counties  of  York  aitM  Lanct^ster,  and  of 
all  other  counties  where  the  common  gaol  of 
the  county  hath  been  usually  heretpfore,  and 
still  is)  kept  in  some  of  your  maj.'s  castles  in 
the  said  counties,  may  have  the  custody  of 
tliese  castles,  as  belonging  to  their  office,  for 
the  necessai-y  rervice  ol  your  maj.  and  general 
2ood  of  tlic  commonwealth,  for  the  due  keep* 
iiig  of  all  prisoners  in  tlie  said  counties." 

"  ^EA-CoALS.  —  Whereas  it  phrased  jronr 
maj.  the  Q^nd  diiy  of  Sept.  in  the  2 1st  year  of 
your  happy  reign  over  us,  to  grant  unto  sir 
Rob.  Sharpleigh,  knt.  and  Alex.  Hctley,  <sq.  a 
patent  of  surveying  ships  of  Newcastle  Co^ls, 
w  ith  a  fee  of  3d.  ujjon  the  great  jphaldron ;  ^nd 
where<<s,  likewibC,  it,  pleaseil  ypur  mftj.'.by  sir 
John  Sucklyng,  tnt.  comptroller  of  youi?  >iAy*a 
household,  and  a  member  of  our  house,  tt)  in* 
t:mate  unto  us  your  gracious. intention  to  have 
the  said  letters  patent  considered  uppn  hy.your 
privy  council,  between  this  and  the  next  scs- 
sioqVf  pari,  acchrding  to  .a  clause  jp  tlie  ^aid 
letters  patent  contained;  find  thereupon,  out 
tit  your  princely  care,  to  provide  against  any 
inconvenience  th?it  might  grow  to  t^^ur  s  .^>- 
jcctS  thereby,  we  .your  maj.'s  most  loyal  and 
d^itiful  conimbVx»,wi5hall  hum  hie  thanktuhle^s, 
acknowledging  your  yaj.'^i  mi»8t  princtly  grace- 
and  justice,  and  accounting  it  a  lingular  n  ip» 
pinesff  to  live  ooder'tKe  gott^  of  a  king  sd  just, 
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•nd  rtadj  to  hear  the  grief  and  complaint  of 
his  poor  sufc^eots,  have  nerertheieM  thought  it 
•ur  duties,  and  agreeable  to  the  fundamental 
rights  and  liberties  of  pari,  more  liilly  at  this 
time  to  make  kntmn  onto  your  maj.  the  just 
grievance  of  ^rour  people,  bjr  and  upon  occa- 
sion 01*  his  patent,  whereof  joor  maj.  can  no 
wavs  be  so  properly,  truly,  and  thorou^lkly  in- 
Ibriacd  as  your  conunons  aiseiobled  m  pari. 
May  it  therefore  please  your  ma),  to  take  no- 
tice that  this  patent  u  not  only  in  itself  onlaw- 
ful,  as  being  srounded  upon  many  untrue  su^- 
gestioDS,  and  burdensome  unto  your  people  in 
hying  a  new  charge  upon  them  witliout  coin- 
won  consent;  but  tends  also  to  the  great  de- 
cay of  the  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  and  to 
the  great  diminution  of  a  profit  which  your 
majesty  receiveth  upon  Newcastle  Coals ;  the 
trade  whereof,  by  occasion  of  this  new  of- 
fice, hath  beep,  and  is  Uke  to  be,  interrupted ; 
and  we  do  phiinly  find  that  this  patent,  in  con- 
sequence, IS  of  a  very  dangerous  nature,  and 
reacheth  to  the  subversion  of  the  property, 
^'hich  your  subjects,  by  the  laws  of  your  king- 
dom, have,  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  in  thcu* 
foods  and  estates,  amounting,  in  e6Fect,  to  au 
imposition  upon  a  native  and  necessary  com- 
modity to  be  expended  within  this  realm,  which 
your  maj.  hath  been  pleased,  in  open  pari,  to 
disclaim  any  right  at  al)  unto,  and  graciously 
to  protest,  that  you  did  abhor  either  to  express 
or  claim  any  such  power;  it  being  the  un- 
doubted right  of  your  subjects,  that  no  burden 
ofthbkind  be  laid  upon  them  without  their 
own  voluntary  consent  in  pari.  Wherefore, 
in  all  humbleness,  we  do,'  upon  this  occasion, 
present  mito  your  sacred  wisdom,  oor  most  jnst 
complaints  and  fears;  herein,  most  humbly 
and  mstaotly,  beseeching  your  gracious  good- 
ness to  secure  the  hearts  of  your  loving  sub- 
jects against  this  and  tlie  like  m  time  to  come, 
by  being  pleased  to  take  such  a  course  for  the 
calling  in  of  that  patent^  as  to  your  princely 
wisdom  you  shall  think  most  fit;  and  we  are 
fall  of  hope,  that,  out  of  your  further  grace, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  your 
whole  kingdom,  your  just  indignation  and  dis- 
pleasure against  such  as  shall  presume  to  o£RBr 
to  your  maj.  any  suit  of  this  nature.*' 

•*  Popish  Books. — ^That  whereas  your  most 
excellent  maj.  at  the  humble  petition  of  your 
lords  and  commons  in  this  present  pari,  assem- 
bled, (see  p.  1410),  hath,  to  the  great  comfort 
of  all  your  religious  and  weH-affected  subjects, 
by  your  proclamation,  banished  all  Jesuits  and 
Priests  out  of  these  your  dominions,  at  a  day 
certain,  not  to  return  under  such  pains  as,  by 
tlie  laws  now  in  force,  are  justly  to  be  inflicted ; 
that,  nevertheless,  it  is  apparent,  that  the  said 
turbulent  and  ill-atfected  persons,  the  better  to 
insinuate  themselves,  and  those  of  their  faction, 
in  the  fi^vours  and  good  opinion  of  such  as,  of 
meaner  jude;ment  and  meaner  capacities,  have 
of  late,  more  than  heretofore^  taken  the  bold- 
ness to  divulge  and  disperse  sundry  popish,  se- 
ditious, and  pestilent  Books  and  Pamphlets 
throughout  all  the  parts  of  thi^  your  kiogdomi 


whereof  there  is  a  catalogue  extant  in  piint  orf 
150  at  the  least,  printed  and  published  hers 
within  this  2  or  S  years,  besides  oo  small  nom- 
bcr  of  that  kind  daily  imported  from  parts  be- 
yond the  seas,  and  ordinarily  sold  and  rendcd 
amongst  us ;  by  means  whereof  they  endeavour 
not  only  to  corrupt  the  youth  of  this  realm,  to 
deprave  and  scandalize  the  true  religion  here 
estAblishod,  and  to  advance  the  power  and  aa- 
tbority  of  the  see  of  Rome ;  but,  as  moch  as 
in  them  lietb,  to  withdraw  the  hearts  of  your 
faithfijl  and  loyal  subjects  from  their  due  obe- 
dience to  your  royal  maj.  May  it  tbercfbre 
please  your  maj.  at  tlie  humble  suit  of  yo«ir 
Commons  in  this  present  pari,  assembled^  in  a 
cause  so  highly  concerning  the  glory  of  G«^ 
the  preservation  of  your  maj.'s  person,  religioc, 
and  estate,  that  such  speedy  coorte'  may  be 
taken  for  the  suppressing  of  all  soch  sediuoos 
and  Popish  Books  and  Pamphlets,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  printing  and  importing  of  anj  such  as 
in  your  maj.'s  royal  judgment,  shall  seeui  mu^: 
meet  and  convenient ;  and  that  the  laws  io 
force  against  the  offenders  may  be  put  in  exe- 
cution." 

**  Bi'iLDiNO. — ^Whercas  your  miy.  anosgtt 
many  of  your  royal  favours  and  giacioas  pro- 
mises, oflered  your  loyal  subjects,  upcm  consi- 
deration of  a  Petition  of  Grievance  presented  to 
your  miy.  iu  the  8th  year  of  your  happr  rci*n 
over,  us,  by  the  commons  men  assembled  m 
pari,  was  pleased  to  promise  that  sack  pn>- 
clamations  as  were  tnen  past  should  he  re- 
formed, where  cause  should  be  found;  and 
that,  for  the  future  time,  none  should  be  made, 
but  such  as  should  stand  with  die  former  laws 
and  statutes  of  th»  kingdom,  and  such  as,  is 
cases  of  necessity,  your  royal  progenitors  bad 
used  in  times  of  the  best  and  happy  govt,  of  dus 
realm.  Nevertheless,  some  of  the  said  pro- 
clamations,  then  complained  of,  stand  in  force, 
and  have  been  oftentimes  uoce  (by  other  pro- 
clamations touching  the  said  former  prodaJoMp 
rions)  precedents  to  warrant  the  latter ;  aiiuwt 
which  we  present  to  your  princely  wiadom  tee 
several  proclamations  concerning  Buildiags; 
which  is  a  great  grievance  to  the  freedom  asii 
state  of  the  subjects,  in  that  they  cannot  re- 
pair or  amend  their  houses  in  Londoa,  or 
within  the  distance  of  5  miles  of  any  of  tbe 
gates  of  th^  ^aid  city,  being  their  iaheii- 
unce,  without  the  licence  and  allowance  c:' 
certain  of  your  maj/s  commissioners,  under 
danger  of  the  censure  of  the  Star-Chamber,  as 
appeareth  by  divers  proclamations  made  in 
that  behalf;  and,  namely,  by  one  dated  tic 
17th  day  of  July,  in  the  18th  year  ofyourieigs. 
—And  the  grievance  at  this  time  is  so  madi 
the  greater,  by  reason  that  the  state  of  the  ctlj 
generally  is  poor,  and  hath  now  mmf  paymeats 
to  your  maj. ;  and  this  great  restrtiaC  ariD  iq 
a  snort  time  be  a  great  cause  of  thdr  ikrtfer 
impoverishing;  and  many  men  that  are  able  to 
repair,  and  are  not  able  to  build,  and  soiiethsc 
have  intended  to  build  part  of  their  hovaes  hare 
been  enforced  to  pull  down  the  rest,  aad  aev« 
build  the  rest,  to  their  utter  noAwg^  vkKss 
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the  »amey  witli  swaU  reparadons,  would  have 
continued  niuny  years. — And  your  subjects 
further  shew,  1  hat  many  carpenters,  plasterers, 
sinirfas,  and  other  handicraft  men,  are  in  great 
(listi'ess  tor  waiit.ot  work,  aiid|diversot'the  said 
workmen  ha^c  been  taken  from  their  work, 
Und  c<iinmittcd  to  priMin,  and  so  forced  to 
Icaye  their  wives  and  children  to  parishes:  and 
that  th  reiiy  the  subjects  are  debarred  the 
common  law  of  this  land  between  the  landlord 
and  tenants,  which  are  now  censured  by  the 
Commons  who  have  set  down  whn:  charge  the 
lord  and  tenant  shall  be  at  in  building  and  re* 
pairmg  their  bouses.  We  tbereibre,  your  maj.'s 
humble  subjects,  •  the  Commons  in  tills  pari, 
assembled,  do  humbly  desire  your  maj.  to  de- 
clare your  royal  pleasure,  that  the  said  procla- 
mations, and  commissions  uiererpon,  concern- 
ing Buildings,  and  repairing  of  Buildings,  bo 
void,  and  shall  no  farther  be  put  in  execution.'' 
**  Db.  Aniok. — Whereas  complaint  hath 
been  made  to  his  maj.'s  Commons,  now  assem- 
bled in  pari,  against  dr.  Anion,  president  in 
Corpus  Christi  college,  in  Oxford,  of  sundry 
misdemeanors  in  governing  the.  said  college, 
and  other  erroneous  and  scandalous  offences, 
unworthy  of  his  degree,  calUng,  and  place; 
which,  upon  examination  before  them,  have 
appeared  in  the  greatest  part,  to  be  true. 
Forasmuch  as  nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  to 
jour  m^.'s  great  wisdom  and  knowledge,  than 
to  have  the  particular  care  of  the  advancement 
of  learning;  nor  to  your  goodness,  to  have  a 
special  regard  of  the  government  of  youth  in 
your  two  famous  Universities,  as  well  for  reli- 
gion, as  for  other  important  employments  in 
ihe  state.  Your  most  dutiful  Commons,  in  all 
humbleness,  beseechcth  your  most  excellent 
maj.  that  some  course  may  be  taken,  accord- 
ing to  your  princely  justice  and  wisdom,  for 
removing  the  said  dr.  Anion  from  the  place  of 
president  in  that  college." 

"Court  of  WAROS.-*-Whereas  your  maj 
the  11th  of  Dec*  l(il8,  by  your  commission  un- 
der the  great  seal,  with  instructions  aud  direc* 
tions  to  the  master  aod  council  of  the  Court  of 
Wards  and  Liveries,  of  your  royal  and  special 
care  for  the  good  of  your  subjects,  and  the 
true  answeriog  of  your  revenues  concerning 
wards  of  idiots  md  luuaticks,  established  divers 
orders,  by  advice  of  your  principal  judges  and 
4:ounsel  of  the  said  court ;  so  it  is  that  the  earl 
of  Middlesex,  late  master  of  the  wards  and 
liveries,  procured  the  said  good  orders,  instruc- 
tions, and  direcMons  to  be  revoked,  aod  others, 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  be .  made  and  published, 
concerning  many  inconvenient  clauses,  tending 
to  the  diminution  of  your  maj/s  revenues,  and 
raising  a  great  increase  of  foes  and  other  charges 
of  the  subject.  Our  humble  suit  to  your  maj*  is 
That  you  of  your  grace  and  goodness,  will  be 
plemaedy  for  the  better  answenog  of  your  said 
revenue,  and  the  good  ease  of  your  subjects,  to 
revoke  your  said  late  instructions,  and  to 
na-establish  or  regulate  the  tbrmer,  as  in  your 
princely  wisdom  you  shall  tliink  fit/' 
TJitSgcakcr^sSfeechiU  the  Clou  tif  the  Ses-- 


sionA  May  99.  His  majesty  being  placed  oa 
the  throne  aud  die .  lords  hi  their  robes,  the 
commons,  with  tlieir  Speaker,  sir  Tho.  Crew, 
were  admitted  into  tiie  royal  presence.  Th# 
Speaker  came  up  with  great  reverence  and  low 
ooeihance  to  the  king,  aud  being  at  Uic  bar, 
delivered,  say  the  Lords*  Journals,  a  learned 
Speech.  Oulv  the  heads  of  it  are  preserved  ' 
in  that  work,  but  the  MS.  just  quoted  has  it  at 
length,  as  also  the  Lord  Keeper's  Answer:  tha 
Speaker':^  speech  was  as  follows : 

'*  Most  (iracious  S<»vereign;  The  great  and 
mighty  God,  who  is  the  Alpiia  and  Omega,  tha 
beginning  and  the  end  of  all  things,  huth,  by 
his  good  providence,  brought  his  lto|>etul  entry 
into  this  ptul.  to  an  happy,  period  and  cbiy- 
dusion,  and  hath  manifested  to  the  Christiaa 
world  a  blessed  uuily  and  coojuuctiou  between 
the  head  and  the  members  in  one  hearu  la 
the  buildiug  of  the  Temple  there  was  not  an 
hammer  heard,  but  all  was  smoothed,  and 
wrought,  and  prepared  by  the  cunning  hand  ot 
thcworkmen  before  they  were  laid. — God,  the 
author  of  peace  and  concord,  who  makes 
choice  of  a  bouse  in  the  mind,  hath  so  united 
the  hearts  of  both  houses  in  one  desire  aod 
correspondency,  that  in  the  great  aud  weighty 
business,  wherein  your  maj.  was  pleased  to 
discern  and  ask  their  advice,  they  have  all  con- 
curred witliout  a  oesative  voice;  and  your 
f;raQe  and  eooduess  hath  broken  Ibrth  like 
ight,  that  have  been  pleased  to  follow  and 
approve  the  same,  imitating  tlie  precept  of  tha 
wise  king,  Prov.  xv.  22.  **  Without  Counsel 
purposes  are  disappoiiited ;  but  in  tlie  multitude 
of  counsellors  they  arc  established/— In  tlie 
interim  of  our  debates  of  that  important  subject, 
we  neglected  no  time,  but  husbanded  it  in  ucu- 
ning  and  passing  of  bills,  and  especially  those 
that  concern  the  pubhck  good,  aud  will  ^main' 
to  posterity  as  a  memorial  ol'  the  honour  of- 
your  time,  and  the  weal  of  your  people.  It  ia 
the  highest  pitch  of  a  true  monarchy,  and 
greatest  of  height  of  your  outward  huppinesn, 
that  you  rightfully  reign  and  rule  alone,  ami 
vet  that  your  commonwealth  is  so  compounded 
by  the  sound  laws  of  the  same,  tharyour  peo- 
ple have  their  voice  and  sutTrage  in  making  and 
altering  of  laws,  which  are  tlie  sinews  of  your 
govt,  that  holds  the  body  together;  and  their 
equal  composition  and  impartial  executitm  is  a 
principal  means,  under  God,  to  secure  your 
royal  person,  and  to  support  the  state.  It  is 
tlie  nature  of  man  to  be  in  love  with  its  ona 
child;  and  by  this  parliamentarr  way,  the 
people  are  left  without  excuse,  and  have  their 
moutlis  closed  up,  who  eldO  might  take  oc- 
casion not  to  be  so  well  satistied.  The  bulk  of 
these  petitions,  as  some  of  them  have  proceeded 
from  your  own  grace,  so  now  all  of  them  rc^ 
tnrn  to  your  gracious  acceptation.— -But  tbese 
Petitions,  be  they  never  so  6dy  framed,  or 
judiciously  digested:  yet,  for  the  part,  they 
are  but  as  speculations  (yea,  that  1  may  ttt»e 
the  phrase  of  mine  own  profession)  as  Mn^nre 
in  ventre  sa  metre,'  of  whom  it  may  be  truly 
said,  Th«t  the  children  are  come  to  the  birth. 
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but  have  BO  ttitmgth  to  be  deHrered,  tili  your 
BMJ.  breathes  life  iiito  ihcra ;  yea,  they  arc 
but  as  ibadowt  till  tlie  royal  assent  make  tb^m 
a  body.  In  the  ranLing  of  these  Biih,  the 
Imtt  pUioe  is  assigned  to  that  which  first  past, 
and  M  to  prevent  and  repress  disorders  in  t)mt 
4aj  w^hich  God  hath  set  apart  for  his  own 
service  and  worship;  «  k  Jov«  principium.' 
Otiiers,  to  punish  aiid  redress  profane  Cureiug 
aod  Swearing,  and  the  loathsome  sin  of 
Drunken nc(»s.  Another,  an  Explanation  of 
the  sutute  of  the  drd  of  joar  maj.'s  happy 
reign,  to  disahje  Leaites  of  jfour  own  two  parts 
•f  convicted  Recusants'  Jands,  made  to  the 
benetit  of  the  recusant,  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  of  the  former  law,  ^  to  revest  the 
iatertst  to  your  niaj.  the  rather  to  reduce  them 
to  conformity  ^iid  obedience,  that  have  been 
long  sick  of  a  spirittal  drunkenness.-- Other 
BiiU  of  Grace  descending  from  yoor  own 
goodness,  that  have  been  graciotiiily  pleased,  as 
It  were,  to  let  fall  some  leaves  (nm  the  flowem 
of  your  crown,  for  tlie  ease  and  benefit  of  yonr 
people,  and  yet  the  flower  contSuoes  firesh  and 
#ntire.  One  or  other  hath  moved-  from  the 
goodness  of  our  hopeful  Prince,  to  dear  doubts 
roat  might  arise  uuon  his  highness's  leases  of 
Ibe  p<iS6es5ioos  ut  the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall 
land)  and  to  ratify  the  same  the  more  to  en- 
courage his  tenants  to  build.  Another,  the 
Continuance  and  estahlishii^  of  divers  Laws 
Useful,  tliat  were  but  probations  and  repeals  of 
divers  more,  that  were  as  snares  for  greedy  in« 
formers  to  work  upon.  Others  are  new  reme- 
dies for  such  miscbieBi  as  time  hath  discovered 
lo  need  redress.  These  public  bills  are  ac- 
■  companied  with  some  private  ones,  as  colleges, 
bovpiralis  naturalizing  your  subjects  and  ser- 
leants,  the  public  bills  expecting  the  joyfol  voice, 
*Le-  Royle  veult;'  the  private  bills  attending, 
*Soit  fttit  Come  ce  desire.'-^Neitherletitseem 
strange  to  your  maj.  that  in  a  comnionweaith 
80  well  compounded,  there  is  yet  some  expla* 
nation  of  laws,  alteration  of  some, '  Multa  dies 
variusque  labor,  mutabilts'  qui  vetulit  in 
itielius.'  And  the  n[iemon'  still  lives  of  your 
famous  progenitor  kinj^  £dw.  I.  who,  after 
bis  conquest  of  Wales,  m  his  pari,  saitb  of  the 
laws  and  customs  of  that  country,  *  quasdem, 
&c/  ^  Stability  only  attends  the  better  life, . 
but  in  all  earthly  thmgs  there  is  mutation  an^ 
^ingc.'^  And  as  in  the  first  motion  of  the 
beavenMhere  daily  arise  new  aspects  and  con- 
junctions that  alter  the  inferior  planets ;  so,  in 
lunjjdoms  and  commonwnealths,  new-  iaron- 
.▼enieuces  are  discerned,  and  might  be  dflnc;e* 
Tous  if  that  they  be  not  prevented.  And  »s' 
flew  diseases  in  the  bo<ly  require  new  medi- 
-flineii,  so  new  diseases  in  rhe  state  most  be  cured 
by  the  remedy  of  good  laws.  Yea,  in  the 
commonwealth  of  Isrnel,  which  were  God's 
people,  and  he  gave  them  the  law,  the  doubts 
arising  were  cleared  from  God's  own  month  by 
Moses ;  as  that  for  the  pimiahment  of  tht  blas^ 
phemer,  the  gathering  of  sticks  on  the  sabbath 
day,  and  the  like. — And  now,  dear  and  dread 
aovereigo^  we  the  knightSi  ciusensy  and  binv 


Cetste  of  tbe  coakmons  nomc .  of  i^lUL  whs 
bended  knees  of  our  heiarts,  do  i^iMler  ai 
posinble  thanks  to  God,  and  to  your  om^.  fab 
lieutenant/  for  the  blessing  we   eujoy  in  tbt 
continuance  of  the  Word  and  Gospel  amo^t 
us,  and  our  ^nservattoii  in  true  reli^ioo:  ted 
it  is  our  exceeding  comfort  that  no  jealousy  aor 
mistaking  bath  bred  any  rupture  or  dtstractioa 
amongst  us,  nor  gi\'^n  cause  to  tell  any  thing 
in  Oath,  or  in  the  tents  of  Ascaloo,  mbereby 
the  Phflistines~^of  Rome  may  rejoice,  or  tbe  n- 
circameiscd-  priests  of  Baal  triumph ;  but  that 
the  true  believers  at  home^  and  oar  Deighbocnt 
and  ci>t)federates  abroad,  may  reioice  and  sing 
a  new  Song  of  Joy,  in  seeing  tJm  bappy  tura 
to  the  affairs  of  Christendom,  since  otar  bof«- 
ful  Princess  return,  Gud  having  wrottbt  1^ 
out  of  that  darkness.    *  It  is  the  Lotirs  dois^ 
and  let  it  be  marvellous  in  our  eyes.' — But  that 
we  mi^ht  be  so  happy  to  see  the  fcing;doiii  ijuiet, 
and  those  locusts  the  Jesuits  autl  aenunary 
Priests,  that  are  enemies  to  tnonorchica,  aod 
wait  for  opportunity  to  do  mi&cbibf^  whose 
chief  point  of  leamine  consists  in  flattery,  and 
dividing  of  unity ;  and  if  this  city  that  is  yoor 
rOyal  chaiftber,  and  other  parts  of  yoor  daai' 
nions  were  clear  swept,  and  these  Babylooisk 
Achans  taken  out  of  the  tents,  your  person  aod 
state  wobid  he  mor^  secure,  and  peace  wooid 
be  Upon  this  Israel  of  God,  and  ^our  sol^ectSi 
laying  aside  'de  Tristibus,*  migbt  be  oaoit 
chearfully  sent  home,  with  that  §G^6d  fiuber  it 
Hillary  in  their  hearts.-^Wc  do   ftirtber  ac- 
knowledge, with  all  humbleness  and  tbaokik!- 
ness,  your  mdj/s  grc%it  favour  to  as,  in  the 
enjoyment   of  our    antient   PriWleges,    free 
Speech,  and  Freedom  fron^  Arrests  and  tree- 
bles.    And  that  youf  maj.  bltth  been  gradoasly 
pleased,  at  our  humble  suit,  to  give  often  Aocea 
to  your  royal  persoti ;  and  by  your  own  riMMttk 
made  so  clear  an  expression,  of  a  benigpi  inter- 
pretation of  our  proceedings. — And  we  ftirthcr 
do  most  hnmbly  acknowledge  yotir  gracious 
favour,  that  have,  according  to  tbe  latitude' asd 
boamy  of  your  roval  heart,  and  suitable  to  yoor 
own  greatness  and  goodness,  inlarged  yotir  ge- 
neral free  Pardon  beyond  all  times,  wbWeby  lo 
some,  who  were  dead  by  the  justice  of  tb<  bw^ 
a  new  charter  of  life  and  metcy  is  seeded:  ta 
others  thHt  be  outlawed,  and  forfeited  uaai 
^(oods,  a  restitution  of  {{race  is  granted,  M 
debts  discharged,  and  the  scores  and  reckon- 
ings cleared,   cancelled,  wardships    eusdiii|^ 
and  not  suing  of  liveries,  and  autre-le-mmietf 
freed.    And  generally  ta  all  relatatioil  rati 
many  pains  and  penalties,  to  which,  by  erro^ 
arid  negligenae,  they  were  fallen. — ^Aod  bens, 
we  do,  in  all  hon^ bicness,  present  to  yoyf  oli^ 
a  free  gift  of  3  entire  Subsidies  and  S  Mkt 
Fifteentlis,  granted  by  the  temporafity,  ifld  a 
confirmation  of  Subsidies  granted  by  the  CM|v; 
which  we  have  gi\'en  with  alacrity  to  dioia'cmi 
to  which  your  maj.  ^ht  proDOnnded;  an^  I 
hope  God  will  direct  your.  iiia|.  to  tnak^  lln^ 
sword  your  shriefo  to  put  yonr  woti4a4Alid 
possession  of  his  antient  patrimony,  'or  to 
make  exacutioii   by  tray  of  Yfmamim  of 
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noiher  9?  vii)ual>!e.  Gf4  U  on  onr  side  in  a 
:K}d  cau&e,  *  Fraugit  et  attollit  vim  in  miJite 
iusa.' — I  am  out  of  my  dexnent^  bqt  the  zeal 
lid  aiFeciiun  to  the  lionuur  of  iwy  sovrreigii, 
tid  support  of  a  branch  of  the  roval  blood, 
ansportfl  me,  and  will  excuse  me ;  which  points 
f  Supply  up  ^oner  canje  in  proposition,  but 
assed,  not  one  dtsseuting.  *  ililari  manu, 
elerLmaim;'  aud^  I  may  say,  *  pieiia  manu/ 
onsideiing  t)ie  speedy  payment  in  this  tjii^e  of 
ecav  q(  tmdinji,  and  liie  di^valueof  the  royal 
English  silver  mine  of  w(,ols, — Accept,, in  some 
(w  t,  dear  sovereign,  this  present  for  the  prc- 
ent,  t^  a  ^.ledge  of  our  unteigne4  a;jd  loyal, 
luties,  and  a  lestiuiony,  as  well  o(  the  pro- 
gssed  servicQ  of  our  bodies,  as  of  the  entire 
uiyectiou  of  our  hearts.  And  now  that  your 
naj.  hath  given,  a  liberal  and  large  .Pardon  to 
lU  your  people,  give  me  leave  to  uaej;est  myself 
iier«;ip«  and,  witl^  bended  knees^  to  fall  down 
It  the  foot  of  your  favour  for  a  partxular  paiv 
ion,  and  (quietus  est)  tliat  mpjr  cover  and 
(iiit  my  errron^  and  delects;  sifice^  by  the  free 
:koice  of  the  bouse,  and  your  maj.*8  approba- 
i«jU|^  I  underwent  tl)ih  chaige.  And  that  w hat* 
loevcr, by  my  inHi^ien<;y  andinabijities, hath 
;iven  disadvantage  to  your  service^  mayt  by 
^our  gpodnesty  b^  forgotten;  and  the  faithiiil 
siideavoura  of  your,  humble  subject  receive  a, 
(racit»us  acceptation.** 

*  'Iht  Kind's Aiuuer,\  The  King's  Answer  to 
tl^e  nbove  Speech  is  very  much  curtailed  in 
^ushwortl|),  and  onlv  tlie  hcjtids  of  it  are  en* 
enteiied  iu,  the  idrds'  Jourmjs.  It  has,  how- 
erer,  beei^  r^cpvered  from  an  old  Manuscript 
CoUectipn  of  p^rliaQicntary  proi^edings  in  this 
ftlid  the  following  reign,  communicated  by  sir 
John  Napier,  of  Bedfordbhire,  hart,  to  the 
Editors  of  the  "  Parliaro^nuiry  or  Constitu- 
Ciooal  Hjstqry  qjf  ^gland ;"  and  is  as  folbws ; 

^<  Mr.  Spea)^er»^  and  you  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Lower  House:  I  wiU  be^iq  with  jthe,  end 
of  mV.  SpeakerV Speeq^,  which  was  a  presen- 
tatiop  of  tiiie  Sub^idiej^  apd  tba  Thanks  he;  »vc 
me  for  allowioc^yoM  your  PrivHeg^saand  Lipei^ 
ties,  tog/etber  with  the^  iree.parftpQ  of  Ids  own 
weakness^  The  Subsidies  af^  granted  to  m^ 
^grand-children,  .whose,  cafc,  I  must  confess,  is 
somewhat  .rfe^perate  t  I  pra»  God  I  m^y  see : 
that  good,end  thereof  that  I  wjbb,  for  I  know 
not  bow  it^jpiy.  pleaBe'Go4  ,tp  dispose  of  those 
things,  whether  pevf  ^Wy^  ^^  ky.  ^orce,  it  may 
please  him,  tQ  repay  imto  me  the  wrong  done 
imto  them.  ^  But,  as.  I  said  at  first,  so  l  pray 
affu%  I  d^uf!^  not  t9  live;  i^ay,  I  wish  to  God 
n&er  to  have  beei^  bpiUji  ratheJC  than  such  a. 
bjot  should  He  of^  me»  as  QPt  to  \iquR  to  se^  a, 
restoration  of  tl;e  Palatina^  or  at  loa^t  a  pos* 
fibililT  of  it^  before  God  dose  up  miue  «yei. 
4nd  I  have  jmgrq^  th^t  all  yon  have  allowed, 
for  the  businessi  thi^l.only  ajpd  wholly  be  em* 
ployea  for  that,eod;.aAd,aSfG<tfi^sKa]]  judge 
my  toul,  I  never  bad  any  other  meaning,  if  ^  I 
bad  ^  beeq  .Umnd  and  Unuted  thereunto. 
But  aSt  on  tb^  other  side,  X  assure  myself,  that, 
a^  yourselves  wiiliconfssi^  hene  is  nothing  given 
forthf  rd^,9f.,my^«tate»  vii^k  al^£adi%* 


qients  were  wont  to  consider  of;  especially; 
one  that  has  lived  in  that  necessity,  and  h«| 
had  less  supply  from  my  people,  than  any  oC 
my  predecessors,  I  know  nor  how  many  hun«« 
died  times  helbrc:  so  I  assure  you  on  the 
other  side,  you  shall  have  a  new  setsion  in  th0 
beginning  of  uext  wiuter,  that  then  you  mayt 
meet  together,  and  cojisidcr  how  to  supply  my, 
particular  wants;  ai.d  if  you  will  be  careful  in 
ihis,  as  I  assure  myself  you  will,  1  will  only-   \  . 
employ  it  to,tlie  advancement  of  such  govern*^   \\ 
meot  among  you,  as  shall  become  a  king,  and 
to  the  increase  more  and  more  of  the  service  of 
Go^r  <^^  restuiiug  the  patrimony  of  my  chiK 
dren.-r-l'or  the  other  point,  I  have  reason,  an4; 
truly,  without  compliment  I  do  it,  to  thanli 
you  fur  my  own  person,  and  your  particular- 
behaviour  to  me  at  this  time  ;  concerning  wliicbi 
I  must  needs  say,  that  in  all  (his.sassioa,  n«i«. 
thcr  in  any  days  was  it  heard  of;  and,  1  tthiuk* 
it  is  without  example,  that  ever  Lower  Housa^ 
sat  with  that  continualohedience to  my  peisoa. 
and  honour ;  for  in  all  your  actions,  you  hav#; 
given  more  true  demonstrations  hereof,  thaiir 
ever  was  given  heretofore  by  Lower  Iii>use :  andi 
for  matter  of  scandal,  it  was  no  sooner  movc^^ 
amon^  ypu,  but  it  was  dashed;  avoiding  aQ, 
occasions  that  might  be  a  blot  of  o0c nqe  he« 
tween  me  and  my  people  ;  for  which,  as  I  saidL 
before,  so  now  agum,  I  thank  you,  without  furi- 
ther  compliment ;  and  ii'  it  shall  please  yod^ 
when  YOU  shall  return,  to  go  on  this  way,  this. 
p^arL  shall  be  crowned  with  the  greatest  happi*' 
ness  that  ever  was  l>eld  by  a  king. — But  I  most, 
admonish  you  of  some  few.  things,  and^tluit  L  •    ' 
pray  you  take  in  good  part.  And  tliat  as  touch^ 
mg  Grievances,  mr.  Sollicitor  made  mention  oC 
some  yesterday,  wlien  I  was  present,  as  I  saidf    - 
to  some  of  you;  so  now  speak  I  to  all  of  you,,     • 
that  you  be  not  too  ready  to  hunt,  out  Griev- 
ances, wliere  there  is  no  cansc ;  for  I  may  say 
this,  and  say  tru(y,  that  I  ne^er  saw  pari,  tint, 
liad  lesser  and  stnaller  matter  of  grievances 
than  you  liave  had;  I  Bnd  most  of  them  to  b^i 
sli«dbt.  ones,  which  indeed  makes  my  heart  jo* 
vi^.    fiow,  as  concerning  your  Grievances,  be 
careful  to  present  such  as  shall  be  general 
touching  the  commonwealth,  trading,  and  coi>- 
porations;  and  as  it  lies  not  in  your  poivcr  to 
raise  and  create  Gcieyances,  out  upon  justr 
cause ;  so  again  you  ought  not  to,  conclude  or" 
determine,  and  remedy^  without  first  letting 
me  have  the  hearipg  and  allowing,  of  it.    I,. 
will  go  throtigh  all  your  Grievances,  and  weight 
them  fiiUy;  and,  when  I  have  done,  you  shall, 
haye  a  clfiar  Answer  to  them^  such  a  pnaaai 
shall  be  agreeing  to  justice,  and  convenient  iq, 
meet  with  tlie  present  necessities  of  my  people, , 
No  Cpurtier's  particular  gaod  shall  be  prefef-. 
red  to  the.sulyects  requests  in  general;  aa4> 
herein  I  will  npt  take  advice  of  myself,  but  I* 
will  canvass  the  business  with  the  help  of  rufi; 
privy  council,  and  the  jodget  counsel  of*  dia'i 
law.    Bat  no^r^  amongst  other  grievances^  I • 
mUstteli  3rott  some  of  my-  grievances ;  one  isi 
concerning,  the  manner  and  form  of  Baildiogt, 
hmimlm/lmLy9^  iuHreiMd««Odevance 
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of  it,  ftndlamjustljrerieTed  at  it;  for,  I  pro- 
test to  God,  it  hath  been  my  only  aim  ever 
aince  I  came  intp  Ensland^  to  make  the  city 
of  London,  the  metropolis,  the  mother  citj  of 
Knglaod ;  that  I  may  say  with  the  emperor, 
I  had  it  ttraminium^  but  I  leave  it  marmareum. 
1  care  not  for  the  grudges  of  many  particular 
men,  that  are  in  rery  deed  a  shame  to  this 
)kmgdom.  I  marvel  much  you  should  condenm 
the  commission,  witiiout  hearin{r  the  commissi- 
oners: if  they  be  too  strict  in  their  points,  I 
pray  you  compluin  to  me,  and  I  will  nedress  it, 
and  give  you  ease.  God  know»  I  have  no 
other  end  therein,  but  the  welfare  and  honour 
of  the  kingdom. — Another  cause  of  Grievance 
it  concerning  dr.  Anion,  master  of  Corpus 
Cbristi  College  in  Oxford,  ^  hom  you  have  call- 
ed in  question  touching  Church  Matters :  yon 
had  all  of  you,  at  the  beginning  of  this  pari, 
taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy, 
Whereby  yon  have  acknowledged  me  sopi-emc 
bead  in  ecclesiastical  matters.  I  hare  referred 
that  matter  to  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  who 
il  visitor  of  that  college,  upon  whose  learning, 
|»;ravity,  and  piety,  I  will  rely  in  thb  case. — 
Another  Grievance  of  mine  is,  that  yon  have 
condemned  the  Patents  of  the  Apothecaries  in 
London.  I  myself  did  demise  that  corporation, 
and  do  ullovr  it.  The  grocers,  who  complain 
of  it,  arc  but  merchants ;  the  mystery  of  these 
apothecaries,  were  belonging  to  apotliccaries, 
wiierein  the  grocers  are  unskilful ;  and  there- 
fore T  think  it  fiithig  they  should  be  a  corpora- 
tion of  ihemselve^.  Thev  Ijiing  home  mttcn 
wares  from  the  Indies,  Wrvia,  and  Greece ; 
ami  here,  with  their  mixtures,  ?nake  waters, 
and  sell  such  as  belong  to  apothecaries,  and 
think  no  man  must  controul  them,  because 
they  are  not  apothecaries.— :Apotlicr  Griev- 
ance is  concerning  Books  seditious  and  hereti- 
cal. It  is  a  shame  that  Eneland  shonld  be  the 
<mlT  place  in  the  world  to  nonour  such  books 
bodb  popish  on  the  one  side,  and  puritan  on 
the  other:  but,  for  this,  I  will  provide  there 
siiall  be  such  overseers,  tliat  may  prevent  their 
coming  into  print,  and  those  that  are  in  print 
already,  to  suppress  them.  No  man  shall  be 
more  desirous  to  fulHl  your  desire  in  this  point 
than  I  wll. — And  lastly,  toochini;  my  Patents 
ill  jroneral,  I  am  grieved  that  you  have  called 
them  in  and  condemned  them  upon  so  short 
examination.  I  confese  I  m^ht  have  passed 
some  upon  False  suggestion  and  wrong  infor- 
mation; but  you  are  not  to  recall  them  before 
they  be  examined  by  the  judges.  And  here  I 
have  beftrd  it  complained  of  by  divers  of 
my  learned  counsel  in  the  law,  that  you  will 
from  time  to  time,  delaying  the  patentees,  still 
call  for  patents  without  just  ground ;  and  so 
pot  the  subjects  still  to  more  charge,  and  so 
consequently  put  a  scorn  upon  my  patents. — 
Ttierctbrei  aavisc  you  to  be  careful,  that  you 
have  a  good  ground  before  you  call  for  your 
patents,  that  you  do  not  defraud  the  patentees ; 
hereupon  ^lls  out  that  which  I  spake  to  the 
face' of  many  here  present,  the  Lawyers,  of  all 
t^e  peojile  of  tbeland^  are  the  greatest  Oner* 


ance  to  my  subjects ;  for  when  the  ci6e  is  cpod 
for  neither  party,  yet  it  proves  good  and  bene* 
ficial  to  them :  therefore  this  I  say  to  you  w  hen 
you  judge  of  patents,  hear  patiently,  say  not 
presently,  it  is  against  the  law,  for  patents  are 
nyt  to  be  judged  unlawful  by  you. — I  must  fir^t 
believe  myself  and  my  council,  and  then  tub 
are  to  give  your  opinionsr  of  the  convenieocts 
that  may  ensue  thereupon.  And  now  J  pray 
you  take  ip  good  part  ray  thanks  atid  admoni- 
tions both ;  and  1  assure  my  self  you  will  take 
my  fotharly  admonitions,  as  well  as  my  thanks, 
iu  good  part,  as  you  ought  to  do  from  a  kia^ 
who  ever  was^  and  still  will  be  the  faiiter  of 
your  country." 

The  Lord  Kerpn't  Answer  to  the  Speaker's 
Speec-h.J  Then  the  Lord  Keeper,  cOnlerriitg 
first  (as  the  manner  In)  with  his  majest^^  ad- 
dressed the  Speaker  thus: 

**  Mr.  Speaker;  I  am  no  way  prepared  to 
give  Answer  to  your  speech,  nor  endca%-our  I  to 
do  the  same ;  but,  because  some  phiiosppbers 
say,  that  a  viol  well  tuned,  hanging  upon  the 
walls,  and  a  man  touching  anotbery  be 
shall  hear  that  which  hangetb  upon  a  wall 
will  give  assent  to  the  same  harmony;  so 
I  can  bnt  say  something  to  every  qf  them,  aod 
give  assent  to  that  sweet  harmony  of  yours 
You  have  spoken  of  Unanimity,  of  the  King's 
Qrace  in  aisking  your  advice,  and  fbllowiog  of 
it ;  of  the  Suffrages  of  the  People  in  making  oi 
Laws;  of  his  maj.*s  royal  assent;  of  Sweariag; 
of  the  Sabbath  and  Drunkenness,  especially 
in  such  time  of  Grace;  and  so  particularly 
you  have  returned  thanks  to  his'maj.  for  free 
Access,  and  of  the  large  Pardon,  and  of 
Priests  and  Jesuits;  of  tlie  Subsidies,  and  of 
the  Palatinate;  and  of  your  own  behavioarto 
these  particulars^  that  his  maj.  hath  not 
answered,  I  will  touch  in  a  word. — For  the 
Unanimity  of  both  houses,  it  must  be  auri- 
bated  solely  to  the  goodness  of  Almighty  God» 
that  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  was  the 
author  of  tliat  Unanimity;  for  God  the  Holy 
Ghost,  much  about  this  time,  fell  amongst  the 
Apostles  in  one  place  assembled.  Acts  i.  9. 
that  they  were  all  of  one  mind  KndL  of  one 
assent:  so  where  there  is  this  Unanfmirv, 
there  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  is  the  author  of  ft. 
2dly.  In  asking  your  Advice  and  following  of  it, 
you  attribute  it  to  the  goodness  of  the  king :  and  It 
cannot  be  denied,  for  he  hath  gone  beyond  all 
precedents.  3dly.  Touching  the  Suffrages  of  the 
People  in  making  of  Laws,  it  is  conventeot, 
yea,  it  makes  the  people,  as  st.  Paul  saitb,  to 
be  without  exctisc;  for  of  the  law  it  is  said  to 
be  a  common  consent  and  a  covenant;  for 
when  God  ddivered  the  law  by  Moses  to  his 
people,  he  takes  their  consent,  Et.  xxiw  S. 
whatsoe%'er  the  Lord  said  to  them  tbeynve 
approbation  to  it.  4thly.  For  the  Rotil 
Assent,  it  is  a  thing  so  proper  to  law-ma^ig 
and  giving,  tl^at  the  sceptre  is  joinefl  to  the  law- 
Kiver:  you  may  remember  the  promise^  of  the 
Messias,  Gen.  xli.  10.  'That  the  sceptre  shall 
not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  i^  law-gtver  from 
between  hb  feet*'     ladtcil  at' v  b«it  for  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


isoi] 


PAUL.  HISTORY,  Jamks  L-^Reveriut  of  James  L 


[1^0^ 


ppople,  that  th^  royal  assent  is  io  his  ni!\j.  and 
not  in  themselves ;  for  man j  times  it  falls  out 
with  the  assent  of  kings  as  it  doth  with  God; 
for  Almifi;hty  God  many  tiroes  doth  not  grant 
those  petitions  we  do  ask, — Now,  God  ^d  the 
king  doth  imitate  the  physician  and  a  king; 
they  will  not  give  that  which  they  desire,  he^ 
cause  that  the)r  know  how  to  fit  their  patients 
and  subjects  with  better  thinp  than  they  do 
desire.  I  will  put  yoa  in  mind  of  two  pre- 
cedents out  of  the  Book  of  God,  in  my  own 
profession;  the  first  is  in  i  Kings,  ii.  90,  There 
IS  a  precedent  of  Bathsheba  putting  up  a  peti- 
tion to  king  Solomon  for  Adonijan,  and  she 
desired  that  the  king  would  not  deny  her;  he 
bids  her,  •  Ask  on,  my  mother,  for  I  will  not 
say  thee  nay*  yet  he  denied  her  petition ;  and 
though  it  was  denied,  yet  she  had  her  intention 
for  it  was  only  to  give  contentment  to  Adonijah. 
The  second  is  out  of  the  New  Testament, 
t  Cor.  xii.  r.  where  St.  Paul  saith  *  that  a  prick 
of  the  flesh  was  a  hindrance  to  him  in  the  per- 
formance of  good  things;'  now  he  puts  up  his 
petition  to  God,  to  remove  this  from  him  that 
lyas  such  an  hindrance  unto  him^  Now  this 
was  a  public  bill  for  himself  and  others  by  his 
prayer ;  now  God  refiiseth  this  his  petition,  and 
gives  him  a  better  gift :  for  the  Lord  gives  him 
grace.  And  so  it  fares  with  kings  in  giving  of 
their  royal  assent,  for  many  times  they  do  re- 
ject some  of  their  petitions;  but  yet,  in  other 
things,  gives  them  a  far  more  liberal  assent 

San  the  ydid  desire  by  their  petitions.  5thly.  For 
ose  Bills  of  Grace ;  they  are  so,  because  it 
comes  from  the  Grace  of  his  maj.  and  they  do 
flow  from  his  royalty.  As  for  the  bill  of  grace 
for  the  Prince  who  is  grace  itself,  and  must  be 
full  of  goodness,  if  that  he  he  the  son  of  such 
%  graciops  father.  6thly.  Thanks  to  his  maj. 
1st,  for  the  Privilege  to  your  Houses;   2nd, 

ou  give  thanks  for  such  free  Access  to  his  maj. ; 

rh<jse  are  without  precedents;  for,  indeed, 
those  kings  that  have  not  such  large  endow- 
ments, are  not  so  easy  to  have  access  unto.  But 
we  may  say  of  his  maj.  as  one  said  of  his  son, 
<hat  as  often  as  he  did  see  him  he  did  admire 
him,  and  bless  God  for  him.  Tthly.  For  the 
Proclamation  against  the  Priests  and.  Jesuits, 
we  have  just  cause  to  give  God  and  the  kmg 
thanks  for  it.  It  is  your  care  that  be  in  places 
i^id  office,  to  look  to  the  execution  of  the  same, 
and  that  it  be  not  said  of  us  as  it  was  said  of 
Rome,  That  although  they  be  banished  out  of 
the  commonwealth,  yet  they  will  be  lurking 
up  and  down  in  corners ;  therefore  they  are  to 
be  found  out  by  you,  and  to  be  punished.  For 
the  Subsidies  tendered  to  his  maj.  you  are 
therein  to  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  a  short 
story  from  Macrobius :  when  one  had  paid  a 
great  subsidy  to  Augustus,  and  in  acceptation 
he  sent  hiin  a  letter,  and  nothing  writ  therein 
but  this,  *  mihi  nihil,'  there  was  nothing  to  him. 
i^nd  although  there  is  no  part  of  it  which  re- 
turns to  his  private  gain,  yet  his  maj.  thanks 
joii  for  this  care  that  you  have  for  the  honour 
of  religion^  and  the  honour  of  his  kingdom, 
and  for  the  regaining  of  bis  wp-in-law's  inheri- 
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tance;  and  for  the  palatinate,  hi^  mt^.  will 
omit  no  way  for  the  regaining  of  it.  Now, 
for  your  own  excusing  of  yourscU*;  yon  bavf 
done  nothing  in  this  session  to  be  accused  for, 
and  his  maj.  thinks  that  the  general  pardon, 
being  so  large,  will  serve  the  turn;  then  yoa 
need  no  particular  favour.^ 

The  lord  keeper,  having-  ended  his  sp^eech, 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  stood  up  and  read  the 
Titles  of  the  Bills  passed  both  houses ;  and  tho 
clerk  of  the  pari,  read  his  maj/s  Answer  to 
each  Bill,  which  being  done,  his  maj.  remem^ 
bered  "  the  breaking  up  of  three  former  pariia^ 
ments  together,  and  the  happy  conclusion  of 
this  session;"  and  put  the  Commons  again 
in  mind,  f*  that  at  their  next  meeting  tliey  do 
so  carry  themselves,  that  this  parliament  may 
be  as  happily  continued  to  the  end." 

Deatk  of  the  K*«^.]  Afler  all  which  wai 
concluded,  the  lord  keeper  of  the  great  -  seal, 
by  his  maj.'s  command,  prorogued  this  present 
pari,  to  the  2d  or  Nov.  next  ensuing.  At 
which  time  it  was  again  prorogued,  by  commis- 
sion, to  the  l()th  of  Feb.  following;  from  thence 
to  the  15th  of  March ;  and,  lastly,  to  the  20th 
of  April,  1625.  Before  whic|i  last  date,  viz. 
on  the  27th  of  March,  in  the  same  year,  king 
James  died ;  by  whose  death  tliis  parliament 
was  finally  dissolved.  * 

Revenue  of  James  I. 

For  the  following  Sketch  of  the  State  of  the 
Revepue  during  the  Reign  of  James  I.  we  are 
indebted  to  Sir  John  Sinclair's  valuable  History 
of  the  Public  Revenue  oi  the  British  Empire, 
3rd  Edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  232. 

"  1.  Demesnes, — ^Though  almqjst  every  reign, 
sinoe  William  the  Norman  sat  upon  the  throng, 
had  been  productive  of  some  diminution  of 
the  landed  property  of  the  crown,  yet  it  still 
continued  to  be  of  considerable  value.  Tho 
nominal  rent  was  small,  (amounting,  at  JamesV 
accession,  to  thf  sum  of  only  3S,Oo6l.  per  ann.); 
it  was  well  known,  however,  to  be  worth  mora ; 
and  indeed  it  afterwards  yiolded  about  80,0001. 
a  year.  An  attempt  was  made,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  reign,  to  procure  a  strict  entail  of 
the  crown  lands,  on  the  king  and  his  successors 
fo^  ^ver :  but  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  though 
passed  by  the  lor<b,  was  rejected  by  the  com- 
mons ;  and  James,  finding  no  obstruction  ta 
the  sale  of  those  lands,  continued  the  practice, 
and  raised  by  that  means  no  less  a  sum  than 
775,0001.'^ 

"  2.  Feudal  Prero^atives.-^Tke  rights  which 
the  king  enjoyed  as  lord  paramount,  still  re- 
mained a  badge  of  the  feudal  shivery  of  the 
English.  Purveyance  in  pardcular  was  car- 
ried to  inch  a  height,  that  the  bfiiecrs  of  the 
crown  compelled  the  people  to  t;ake  ior  their 
commodities  whatever  price  they,  chose  to 
oficr ;  si^d  all  the  feudal  prerogf^ves  had  be- 
come so  intolerable  that  parliament  proposed 
to  settle  an  independent  revenue  on  the  crown 
in  their  stead. 'An- agreement  was  likely  to 
have  been  entered  into,  ^  the  rate  of  200,0001. 
a  year ;  when^  in  consequence  of  disputes  ber 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


J507] 


PAUL.  lUSTORy,  Jaues  l.-^  Revenue  of  Jama  I. 


ll^ 


tweeo  the  kinf(  and  bis  parliament,  as  to  other 
matters,  the  plau  was  rendered  abqrtjve.** 

"  3.  F'udai  Aids. — The  Tc'i^n  of  Jamea  fur- 
nisher us  with  the  laht  cjcample  Id  the  EDglUh 
hiatory,  olany  aid  being  levied  on  tie  kni^bl- 
ing  of  the  Ling's  eldest  son,  ^nd  tlie  marriage 
of  his  eldtbt  daughter.  The  act  on  which  tjje 
first  cl«um  was  founded,  though  of  a  very  old 
date,  had  been  frequently  cjried  into  execu- 
tion by  Jamcb's  predecessor* ;  and  f lenry,  the 
prioce  of  Wales,  wa^such  a  favourite  with  the 
people,  and  the  whole  wasmana^id  with  sucii 
moderation,  that  it  yielded  a  considerable  sum 
('il,800l.)  The  other  tax,  on  the  marriage  of 
James*s  daughter  to  the  Wector  Palatine,  pro- 
duced 20,5ool.  It  is  remarked,  that  a  century 
bad  elapsed  since  this  aid  had  been  demanded ; 
no  opp<irtunity  havine:  occurred  since  the  reign 
of  Henry  7.  whose  eldest  daughter  Margaret 
Tvas  married  to  James  4.  of  ScotJiuid ;  in  con- 
i»t|ucncc  of  which  alliance,  James  hims4slf  in- 
herited tlic  crown  of  Enpland." 

**  4.  Custat/vs. — The  hrst  parliament  that 
James  assembled,  granted  him,  according  to 
former  provtice,  tlic  duiie*  of  tunnage  and 
poundage  for  life.  But  the  m  »re  productive 
this  brauchof  tiie  revenue  becante,  the  greater 
anxiety  did  the  crown  feel,  to  enjoy  it  in  its 
own  right,  without  the  necessity  of  any  appli- 
cation to  pari.  Them:e  originated  the  dispute, 
so  warmly  conie«'Ced  between  James  and  his 
commons,  with  regard  to  the  power  of  levying 
customs,  and  of  adding  to  the  rates  of  the  duties 
tJmt  were  impose<l.  The  payment  of  customs 
by  natives,  at  least  to  any  amount,  certainly 
originated  ia  the  graoU  of  pari. ;  but  the  crown 
bad  so  long  received  these  duties,  that  it  began 
to  considej-  the  customs  as  a  permanent  branch 
of  its  revenue.  Both  Mary  and  Elizabeth  had 
shown  James  the  example,  of  altering  the  rates 
on  some  particular  commodities.  The  same 
practice  he  intended  to  pursue,  and  to  carry 
to  a  considenible  height,  tl^ough  he  was  at  first 
cautious  not  to  give  umbrage  by  any  important 
alteration.  But  the  commons  took  fire  at  the 
principle,  foreseeing  t^  what  lengths  it  might 
be  extended  ;  and,  indeed,  passed  a  bill,  abo- 
lishing ihese  additional  impositions,  which  the 
bouse  of  lords  thought  proper  to  reiect.  The 
next  pari,  was  proceeding  to  take  similar 
Steps,  when  it  was  suddenly  dissolved ;  and 
thus  the  dispute  remained  undetermined  in  thi.> 
monarches  reign.  The  amount  of  the  Customs 
was  rapidly  increasing.  At  James's  accession 
they  yielded  only  137,0001.  a  year.  The  tbUow- 
ing  is  a  state  of  their  produce,  anno  1613 : 
At  the  port  of  London. 

In  all  the  out^ports. 
Outwards  -  ^.25,471  19  7\ 
9) 


Inwards    * 


13,030 
Total 


88,502    9    4 


^.148,075     7     8 


And,, towards  the   close  of  this   reign,  they 
amounted  to  about  l^^OOOh    The  dispropor* 


tion  betweoo  London  and  the  out-ports  h  very 
great;  and  proTes,  bow  considerable  t  share 
of  tl^e  commerce  of  this  country,  has  uniformly 
centered  in  the  capital." 

"  5.  Grants. — ^The  Grants  received  by  king 
James,  daring  the  whole  course  of  his  reigo, 
were  only  as  follows : 


A.  I). 

Year  of  reign. 

Sobi. 

7A. 

1606 

3 

3 

• 

6 

1610 

f 

1 

- 

I 

1651 

18 

« 

r 

0 

1624 

22 

3 

- 

8 

Total  -  9 


10 


These  were  all  the  Supplies  granted  by  paH.; 
and  of  these,  it  is  said  by  Hume,  that  the  3 
subbidics  and  three  15ths,  granted  airao  1634, 
amannting  to  about  300,0001.  being  paido 
parliamentary  commissioners,  ought  not  to  be 
stated  to  the  king's  personal  account  Bat 
this  idea  has  been  tuUy  refuted  by  mr,  Macao- 
ley,  w1k»  remarks  that,  though  the  conuna- 
sioners  received  the  monev,  yet  they  were  to- 
tally ignorant  how  it  was  expended ;  ind  is 
they  were  obliged  to  answer  all  money  draugbtt 
made  upon  them  by  the  crowo,  their  po*er 
was  merely  nominal.  **  One  penny  of  {^ 
money,  (the  king  declared,)  shall  not  b€  be- 
stowed but  in  sight  of  your  committees:  bet 
whether  I  shall  bciid  two  thousand,  or  i£fl 
thousand,  whether  by  sea  or  land,  east  orwe?t, 
by  diversion  or  othenvise,  by  invasion  upon  ibe 
Bavarian,  or  th«^  Emperor,  you  must  leave  tii« 
to  your  king."  It  appears  that  a  subsidy  pro- 
duced about  70,0<X)1.  and  a  15  th  about  36^5001; 
consequently,  the  whole  pari  tame  ntorrgrana 
received  by  .Tames,  amounted  to  aboutaii3ulIi*ia. 
^To  this,  there  are  to  be  added  about  19  subsi- 
dies from  tlie  clergy,  which,  at  20,0001.  esci, 
would  produce  240,0001. ;  and  one  of  the  dfr 
rical  feuobwiies  was  at  the  rate  of  6,  and  not  a 
4s.  in  the  pound ;  and  therefore  yielded  10,OOOl 
additional.  One  year  with  another,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  he  received,  by  pari iamenianr  and 
clerical  grants,  about  60,0001.  per  ann.  duriaj 
the  whole  course  of  his  reign." 

**  6.  SiiU  of  Honours, — James  had  a  price 
affixed  to  each  rarik  of  nobility,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  which  a  grant  ^as  made  out.  TIk 
dignities  of  Baron,  Viscount,  and  Earl,  mi^ 
be  hojfiht  at  the  rate  of  10,  15,  and  SO,(Xw. 
and  we  are  told  of  four  earb,  who  purcbased 
their  respective  patents,  at  the  sum  fixed  upon, 
in  one  year.  But  the  most  complete  instance 
of  this  mode  of  raising  money,  either  in  the 
reign  of  Jan>es,  or,  indeed,  ia  the  Endishl** 
tory,  is  the  creation  of  baronets.  Thepltt 
was  carried  into  execution  anno  1611:  eadi 
baronet,  by  way  of  purchase  for  the  honocr, 
became  bound  to  maintain  SO  foot  eoldicn  ^ 
3  years,  at  8d.  a  day  each,  to  assise  the  kioes 
troops  in  the  reduction  of  Ulster  in  Irel«w. 
The  price  consequently  was  i095l.  NiiJetJ' 
thrcfe  were  created^  the  sale  of  whose  p»w»? 
yielded  98,550l." 

'•  r.  JHomyo/irt.— Among  tbe  other  soorco 
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of  dissention  between  James  and  his  parlia- 
ments, that  which  respected  Monopolies  was 
of  peculiar  importance,  being  eqnally  con- 
uected  with  the  commerce  and  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  T^lie  k:ng  had  annulled,  of  his  : 
own  accord,  all  patents  for  monopolies  by 
•  which  any  species  of .  dume^jtic  industry  was 
fettered :  but  all  foreign  trade,  that  of  France 
excepted,  \\a5  possessed  by  exclusive  compa- 
nies ;  and  hcnco  the  navigation  and  commerce 
of  the  kingdom  were  every  day  sensibly  dimi- 
nishing. At  last  an  act  was  passed,  hy  which 
all  monopolies  were  condemned  as  contrary  to 
law,  and  the  ki]own  liberties  of  the  people :  an 
act  which  ou^ht  for  ever  to  have  put  an  end  to 
so  destructive  a  ^ievance." 

"  8.  Loans, — As  early  as  1604,  James  had 
begun  the  dangerous  practice,  of  compelling 
his  subjects  to  lend  him  money  on  the  security 
of  the  privy  seal :  but  it  is  not  known,  how  much 
he  then  procured,  or  whether  any  part  of  it 
was  repaid :  200,0001.  were  afterwards  extorted 
under  the  same  pretence.  James's  opinit)n  on 
the  subject,  he  took  no  pains  to  conceal :  for 
when  the  commons  petitioned,  that  no  man 
should  be  enforced  to  lend  money,  or  to  give  a 
reason  why  he  would  not,  the  king  rctnrncfl 
for  answer,  that  in  matters  of  loans,  he  would 
refuse  no  reuonable  excuse ;  but  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  hl^e  his  conduct  directed,  by  pre- 
cedents drawn  fr(ym  the  reigns  of  usurping 
princes,  or  a  people  too  bold  and  \%anton. 

"  9.  Benevolencei, — James  exacted,  anno 
1613,  a  sum  to  the  amount  of  52,0001.  under 
the  name  of  a  Benevolence ;  but  so  small  an 
advantage,  was  certainly  no  compensation  for 
the  odium  and  unpopularity  of  the  measure. 
Nor  was  he  much  more  successful  in  his  second 
attempt :  for  though  the  case  was  said  to  he  so 
urgent,  that  it  could  not  brook  the  delays  that 
would  attend  Rssembling  the  pari. ;  and  though 
it  was  collected  to  support  the  popular  Cause 
of  tl»e  Elector  Palatine,  yet  the  people,  anxious 
to  discourage  so  pernicious  a  practice,  at  first 
very  slouly  and  reluctantly  contributed.** 

"  10.  Mofifj/ffom  the  Dutch, — 'iho  neces- 
sities to  which  this  monarch  was  reduced,  uiude 
him  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  States  of  Hol- 
land, on  term*?,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  intleed, 
rather  bcneHcial  to  himself,  though,  on  the 
whole,  not  a  httlc  favourable  to  the  New  Re- 
public. It  has  already  been  stated,  that  the 
Dutch  were  indebted  to  Ehzabt^th  to  th^ 
amount  of  800,0001.  Of  this  sum  200,0001. 
bad  been  paid  to  James,  and  he  was  to  receive 
the  remainder  at  the  rate  of  40,0001.  per  ann, 
until  the  whole  was  discharged.  But  the  pay- 
ment depended  upon  a  very  uncertain  contin- 
gency, namely,  the  continuation  of  a  truce  con- 
cluded between  Spain  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. The  politic  Elizabeth,  had  been  put  in 
possession  of  the  important  fortresses  of  Flush- 
ing, the  Brillc,  and  Rammekins,  as  a  sectirity 
for  her  debt :  Jjut  the  expences  of  the  garri- 
sons, (which  ingland  was  obliged  to  support,) 
amounted  to  26,0001.  a  year:  consequently, 
14^0001.  was  all  the  clear  pro6t  that  accrued 


from  the  annual  payment ;  and  the  whole  sum 
which  the  king  could  possibly  receive,  in  th« 
space  of  15  years,  after  defraying  the  necessary, 
charges,  was  only  210,0001.  The  Dutch,  how- 
ever, being  anxious  fully  to  establi.^h  their  in- 
dependence, Mhich  remained  insecure,  whilst 
lhe>e  important  fortresses,  the  very  keys  of 
their  country  continued  in  the  hinds  of  Eng- 
land, offered  to  take  the  garrisons  into  their 
own  pay,  and  to  give  James  250,0001.  for  the 
immediate  possession.  The  terms  were  ac- 
cepted ;  ami  from  the  day  on  wliich  these  cau- 
tionary towns  were  evacuated,  the  complete 
establishment  of  the  Dutch  republic  may  be 
dated.  Nor  was  this  the  only  money  that 
James  inherited  from  his  predecessor.  He  also 
received  60,000l.  of  the  debt  which  Henry  IV^ 
of  France  owed  to  that  princess.*' 

"  11.  Licence  for  Fisfiwf^. — Anno  1608,  the 
Dutch  were  compelled  to  pay  an  acknowledg- 
ment for  the  Liberty  of  Fishing  on  the  British 
coasts:  a  source  of  revenue  which  was  at- 
tempted to  be  more  fully  enforced  during  the 
ensuing  reign." 

"  12.  Fi/ies. — ^The  last  source  of  James's 
wealth,  arose  from  the  heavy  Fines  which  it 
was  then  customary  to  inflict :  40,0001.  were 
imprrsed  upon  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  and 
the  lords  Mordaunt  and  Stourton,  who  were 
suspected  of  having  some  knowledge  of  the  fa- 
mous gunpowder  plot,  and  of  concealing  it  from, 
the  king  and  his  ministers.  Sir  John  Bennet, 
judge  of  the  prerogative  court,  was  fined 
20,ij00l.  The  celebrated  chancellor  Bacon  was 
sentenced  to  pay  40,000l.  which  however  was 
remitted.  The  earl  of  Suffolk,  who  held  the 
office  of  lord  high  treasurer,  was  fined  30,0001. 
by  the  court  of  Star-chamber ;  and  the  earl  of 
Middlesex,  in  consequence  of  a  parliamen- 
tary impeachment,  was  condemned  to  pay 
50,0001.^' 

"  Amount  of  his  Revenue, — A  particular  ac- 
count has  been  published  of  James's  Reventie, 
during  the  first  14  years  of  his  reign,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  his  ordinary  pcome  did 
not  exceed  450,86Sl. :  that  the  extraordinary 
sums  hehad  received  during  that  time,  amount- 
ed to  2,200,0001.  and  that  his  ordinary  dis- 
bursements exceeded  his  permanent  income 
36,6171.  a  year.  Anno  1610,  lord  Salisbury 
declared  in  parliament,  that  the  king  was  bur* 
dened  with  a  great  and  urgent  debt  of  SOO,000l, 
PFis  income,  from  all  the  different  sources  above 
enumerated,  was  probably  about.  600,000L 
though  his  permanent  revenue,  including  the 
grants  of  parliament,  could  not  moch  exceed 
500,0001.  a  year ;  especially  as,  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  reign,  he  had  some  reason  to 
complain  of  the  parsimony  of  his  commons. 
But  that  sum  was  sufficient  to  carr}'*  on  the  go- 
vernment of  England,  in  those  days,  under  a 
frugal  monarch,  and  in  peaceful  times,  though 
veiy  inadequate  to  the  splendid  manner  in 
wbicb*  James  wished  to  live,  and  to  those  plans 
of  hostihty  against  the  house  of  Austria,  into 
which  the  commons  would  willingly  have  plung- 
ed him/' 
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"  T^itcry. — X^e  first  T/>ttcry  to  any  amount, 
rviT  known  m  England,  at  It-art  drawn  undtr 
the  ftaoctifMi  of  public  aulhuniy,  was  in  this 
rcian.  The  proljt  of  it  wn^*  priripully  dedi- 
cated to  defray  the  cxpcnces  attending  the 
eHtahIi>hinent  of  our  settlements  in  America; 
to  retain  the  dominion  of  wliirh,  the  produce 
of  so  many  lotteries,  loans,  and  taxes,  lias  since 
been  so  infffectnally  expended." 

"  Coin» — ^I'he  quantity  of  specie  coined  in 
the  reisn  of  James,  was  about  5,432,0001. 
of  \\\\h\\  3,666,0001.  was  in  gold,  and  only 
1,763,0(K)I.  in  silver.  It  still  coutinued  to  be 
the  practire  to  issue  some  base  money  for  the 
use  of  Ireland." 

•  Frict  of  Pr/nUions  d^ring  the  Retgn  qfja$nes  1. 
By  a  proclamation  issued  in  the  reign  of  this 
monarcn,  establishint;  public  magazines,  wben- 
erer  wbcnit  fcU  below  312s.  a  quarter,  rye  be- 
low 18,  and  barley  below  16,  the  commis- 
sioners were  empowered  to  purchase  Corn  for 
the  magazines.  The  usual  oread  of  the  poor 
was  at  this  time  made  of  barley.  The  best 
Wool  during  the  firreater  part  of  James'  reign, 
was  at  33s.  a  tod. 

List  of  Borough,  to  which  the  Privilege  of 
sending  Representatives  to  Parliament  teas 
granted  or  restored  hy  James  I. 


Agmondesham 

Wen  (lover 

(Jre^t  Marlow 

C-ambridge  University 

Tiverton 

Harwich 

Tewkesbury 

Boroughs    -    14 


Hertford 

Oxford  Univcrshy 
Ilchester 
St.  Edinondsbnry 
Kvesham 
Bewdloy 
PonlelVact 
Members    -    97 


Public  Acts  passed  in  the  Reign  of  James  J. 
2  Jac. — 1.  An  act  for  a  most  joyful  and  just 
'recognition  of  the  immediate,  lawful  and  un- 
doubted succession,  descent,  and  right  of  the 
crown.  2.  Authorisini:  certain  conunissioners 
of  England  to  treat  with  coimnisbiouers  of  Scot- 
land, for  the  weal  of  both  kingdoms.  3.  Against 
the  diminution  of  the  possessions  of  archbi- 
bhopricks,  and  bishoprick*^,  and  avoiding  of  dila- 
pidations of  the  same.  4.  For  the  due  execution 
of  the  statutes  against  Jesuits,  seminary  priests, 
recusants.  5.  To  prevent  the  overcharge  of  the 
people  by  stewards  of  court  leets  and  court  ba- 
rons. 6.  For  the  explanation  of  the  statute 
made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  late  queen  Eliz, 
reign,  conceniing  labourers.  7,  Fur  the  con- 
tinuation and  explanation  of  the  statute  made 
in  the  30th  of  Eliz.  intituled,  an  act  foj  punish- 
ment of  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  sturdy  beg- 
gars. 8.  To  lake  away  the  benefit  of  clergy 
iroui  some  kiiui  of  manslaughter.  V,  To  re- 
strain the  inordinate  haunting  and  tippling  in 
inns,  alehouses,  and  of  victualling'  liouses.  10. 
For  the  bnrter  execution  of  justice.  11.  To 
jx»strain  all  persons  from  marriage  until  their 
former  wives  and  former  husbands  be  dead. 
I'2.  Against  conjuration,  witchcnUt,  and  deal- 
ing with  evil  aad  wicked  hpiriu,     l^.  For  new 


executions  to  be  sued  against  any  which  M 
hereafter  be  delivered  out  of  execution  by  pri- 
vilege of  parliament,  and  for  discbaip  ctflbm 
out  of  whose  custody  such  persons  shall  be  (k- 
hvered.     14.  A  remedy  for  a  freeman  of  I/m- 
don  to  recover  a  debt,  not  exceeding  4<K  ow- 
ing to  him  by  another  inhabiting  widuo  the 
said  city  or  the  liberties :  a  penalty  if  the 
debtor  do  not  appear  before  the  commissionm 
upon  warning ;  or  if  the  creditor  or  debtor  do 
not  perform  their  order ;  or  if  the  creditor,  b^ 
ing  a  freeman  of  London,  do  sue  any  odw 
freeman  out  of  the  same  city,  for  a  debt  uakr 
408.     15.  For  the  better  rebef  ofthecreditro 
against  such  as  shall  become  baokropts.  16. 
Concerning  wherryroen  and  watermen.   17. 
For  the  better  execution  of  former  laws  loio- 
ing  the  making  of  hats  and  felts,  and  for  ^ 
more  restraint  of  unskilful  and  deceirabk  mirt- 
manship  therein  used,  to  the  wrong  of  alls«i 
of  tlie  people  of  this  realm,     18.  For  atwdiug 
of  deceitful  selling,  buying,  or  spend^e^' 
rupt  and  unwhole»©me  hops.    19.  Forthewal 
garbling  of  spices.     20.  For  redress  of  am 
abuses  and  deceits  used  in  painting.    2L 
Against  brokers.    22.  Concerning  tannetsas- 
riers,  shoemakers,  and  other  artiBceis  occupy- 
ing the  cutting  of  leather.     23.  For  the  beaff 
preservation  of  the  fishing  in#thc  countieet 
Somerset,  Devon,  and  Coniwall,  and  fortbe 
relief   of,balkers,    condors,   and  fishenna 
against  malicious  suits.     24.  Ag^ust  thefif- 
ceitful  and  false  making  of  mildernix  and  po»» 
davies,  whereof  sail-cloths  for  the  navy  t^ 
other  shipping  are  made.     25.  ForconlioffiH 
and  reviving  of  divers  statutes,  and  forrepei- 
ing  some   others.     26.  For  the  contttu»i« 
and  due  observation  of  certain  orders  for  ik 
exchequer,  first  set  down   and  estabbsbed  bf 
virtue  of  a  privy  seal  from  tlie  late  ^ueen  l- 
zabetk     27.  For  the  better  execuuon  oi  tt« 
intent  and  meaning  of  former  statutes,  Ba« 
againt  shooting  in  guns,  and  for  die  pr^'^ 
tion  of  the  game  of  pheasants  and  parti^ 
and  against  the  destroying  of  hares  wtth  toff- 
pipes,  and  tracing  bares  in  the  snow.   »• - 
confirmation  of  Uie  king's  lettere  patents,  t)^* 
inj;  date  Westmitister,  30th  Apr.  an.  -J^ 
granted  to  the  mayor,  bailife,  and  borg<^ 
of   the   borough  of  Berwick    upon  l'«^ 
and    of   the    franchises,   liberties,  wd  c^ 
toms   of  the   said  borough.      29.  To  w^s^ 
sorts  of  flesh,  licences  to  eat  flesh  w  u- 
shall  not  extend  :  what  sort  of  flesh  shaU^^ 
be  killed  in  Lent  to  be  put  to  sale.   30.  i« 
inhabitants  of  Melcomb  lU^gis,  in  the  coaa^^ 
of  Dorset,  within,  the  diocese  of  Brbtoi,  o^ 
at  their  own  costs  build  a  ch"rc"  T"!^ 
ground  where  the  chapel  now  standetfi,  ^^ 
the  grounds  adjoinins,  convenient  to '«', 
the  inliabitants  of  Radipol,  and  ^n^'^i 
waste  grounds  adjoining,  to  "n^"^^.*^,  ,,4 
yard  for  a  place  of  burial ;  after  which  fHi^' 
is  builded,  it  shall    be  caUed  the  par^: 
church  of  Radipol;  and  Uie  n^'*;  P"'*^"^ 
Radipol,  and  his  successors,  shall  be  P^ 
thereof;  atid  tire  old  parish  church  of  *W 
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shall  be  but  a  chapel  of  case :  and  the  patron 
of  the  old  parish  church  of  Radipol  shall  be  pa- 
tron of  the  new.  And  a  new  mansion  house  in 
Melcoinb  Regis  assigned  to  the  said  parson  and 
his  successors  for  ever.  31.  For  the  charitable 
relief  and  ordering  of  persons  infected  with 
the  plague.  33.  From  the  end  of  this  session 
of  parliament,  during  T  years,  and  no  longer, 
there  shall  be  pnid  by  the  master  or  owner  of 
€very  ship,  vessel,  or  crayer  (saving  of  Lyme 
Regis  in  the  county  of  Dorset)  whereof  any  of 
the  king's  subjects  shall  be  owners  or  part 
owners  of  the  burden  of  20  tons  or  upwards, 
fbr  every  voyage  loading  or  discharging  within 
this  reaan,  or  to  or  from  any  foreign  country 
beyond  the  seas,  and  passing  to  or  from  Lon- 
don, or  from,  to  or  by  Dover,  or  coming  into 
the  harbour  there  (not  having  a  coquet  testify- 
ing his  payment  before),  3d.  for  every  ton  of 
the  burden  of  every  such  vessel,  &c.  except 
Tessels  loaden  with  sea  cools  or  grind-stones ; 
and  for  every  chaldron  of  sea  coals  or  grind 
stones,  Id.  ob.  which  shall  be  paid  to  the  cus- 
tomer, collector  of  customs  or  subsidies,  or 
their  deputies,  &c.  33,  Of  a  subsidy  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage. 

3  Jac. — 1.  An  act  for  a  publlck  thanksgiving 
to  Almighty  God  every  year  on  the  5th  day  of 
Nov.  2.  For  the  atuiudcr  of  divers  offenders 
in  the  late  most  barbarous,  monstrous,  detest- 
able and  damnable  treasons.  3.  Declaratory, 
explaining  tlie  brunch  of  an  act  made  in  the 
first  session  of  this  parliament,  intituled,  An  act 
authorizing  certain  commissioners  of  the  realm 
of  England,  to  treat  with  the  commissioners  of 
Scotland,  for  the  weal  of  both  kingdoms.  4. 
For  the  better  discovering  and  repressing  of 
popish  recusants.  5.  To  prevent  and  avoid 
dangers  which  may  grow  by  popish  recusants. 
6.  To  enable  all  his  majesty's  loving  subjects 
of  England  and  Wales,  to  trade  freely  into  the 
dominions  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France.  7. 
To  reform  die  multitudes  and  misdemeanors 
of  attornics  and  solicitors  at  law,  and  to  avoid 
unnecessary  suits  and  charges  in  law.  8.  To 
avoid  unnecessary  delays  of  executions.  9.  For 
the  relief  of  such  as  lawfully  use  the  trade  and 
handicraft  of  skinners.  10.  For  the  rating  and 
levying  of  the  charges  fbr  conveying  malefactors 
and  o^enders  to  the  gaol.  11.  For  transpor- 
tation of  beer  over  the  seas.  1?.  For  the  bet- 
ter preservation  of  sea-fish.  1.'?,  Against  un- 
lawAil  hunting,  stealing  of  deer  and  conies. 

14.  For  explanation  of  the  statute  of  sewers. 

15.  For  the  recovering  of  small  debts,  and  for 
the  relieving  of  poor  debtors  in  London.  16. 
For  tl)e  repeal  of  one  act  made  in  the  i4th 
vear  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  concerning  the 
length  of  kcr>ies.  17.  Conccmiui:  Welsh  cot- 
tons. 18.  For  the  bringing  in  of  a  fresh  stream 
of  runinn5  water  to  the  north  part  of  the  city 
of  London.  19.  For  the  repairing  and  main- 
taining of  the  highway  leadntg  from  Kingston 
to  Nonsuch.  20.  For  making  a  passage  trom 
London  to  Oxford  by  water.  21.  To  restrain 
the  abuses  of  players.  2?.  For  the  paving  of 
Drury-lane,  aud  the  town  of  St.  GilesVii^-the 


Fields,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex.  S3.  For 
the  making  up  and  keeping  in  reparation  of 
Chepstow  bridge,  S4.  For  making  a  bridge 
over  the  river  of  Severn,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
cester. 25.  For  a  confirmation  of  four  sub^ 
dies,  of  4s.  in  the  pound,  granted  to  the  king 
by  the  cler^.  26.  For  three  intirc  subsidies, 
and  six  fifteens,  granted  to  the  king  by  the 
temporality.  27.  For  a  confurmation  of  th« 
king's  general  and  free  pardon, 

4  Jac. — 1.  An  act  for  the  utter  abolition  of 
all  memory  of  hostility,  and  the  dependance 
thereof,  between  England  and  Scotland,  and 
for  the  repsessin^  of  occasions  of  disorders,  and 
disorders  in  time  to  come.     2.  For  the  true 
making  of  woollen  cloth.    3.  To  give  costs  to 
the  defendant  upon  a  nonsuit  of  the  plaintiff, 
or  verdict  against  him.     4.  To  restrain  tlie  ut» 
terance  of  beer  and  ale  to  alehouse-keepers 
and  tiplers  not  licensed.    5.  For  repressing  tht 
odious  and  loathsome  sin  of  drunkenness.    6, 
For  repealing  so  much  of  one  branch  of  a  sta- 
tute made  in  the  first  year  of  his  maj.'s  reign, 
intituled,  An  act  concerning  tanners,  curriers, 
dioemakers,  and  other  artificers  occupying  the 
cutting  of  leather,  as  concerneth  the  sealing  of 
sheep  skins,  aud  to  avoid  seUing  of  tanned 
leather  by  weight.    7.  For  founding  and  incor- 
porating of  a  free  grammar-school  in  the  town 
of  Northleech,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester, 
8.  Touching  the  drowned  marshes  of  Lesnes 
and  Fants,  m  the  county  of  Kent.    9.  To  ex- 
plain a  fWmer  act  made  in  the  last  session  of 
this  parliament,  intituled.  An  act  to  enable  all 
his  majesty's  loving  subjects  of  England  and 
Wales,  to  trade  freoly  mto  the  dominions,  of 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  France.     10.  For  confir- 
mation of  some  part  of  a  charter  granted  by 
king  Henry  VL  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  town  of  Southampton,  and  fisr  tlie 
•t-elief  of  the  said  town.     11.  For  the  better 
provision  of  meadow  and  pasture,  for  necessary 
maintenance  of  husbandry  and  tillage  in  the 
manon,  lordships,  and  parishes  of  Harden, 
alias  Mawarden,  Bodenham,  Wellington,  Sut- 
ton St.  Michaifl,  Sutton  St.  Nicholas,  Murion- 
upon-Lug,  and  the  parish  of  Pipe,  and  every  of 
them,  in  the  county  of  Hereford.     21.  For  ex- 
planation of  a  statute  made  in  the  tliird  year 
of  the  reign  of  king  James,  intituled.  An  act 
for  the  bringing  in  of  a  fresh  stream  of  running 
water  to  the  north  parts  of  the  city  of  Loudon. 
13.    For   draining  of   certain   fens    and  low 
gromids  in  the  Isle  .of  Ely,  subject  to  hurt  br 
surrounding,  containing  about  6000  acres,  conv- 
passed  about  wit  hi  certain  banks,  commonly 
called  and  named  The  Ring  of  Wddersey  aud 
Cooldham. 

7  Jac. — 1.  An  act  for  the  better  execution 
of  justice,  aud  suppressing  of  criminal  qlFen- 
ders,  in  the  north  parts  of  the  kingdom  of 
England.  2.  That  all  such  as  are  to  be  natu-  • 
ralized  or  restored  in  blood,  shall  first  receive 
the  sacrament  of  the  Loi*d*s  supper,  and  the 
Oath  of  allegiance  and  the  oatli  of  supremacr. 
3.  For  tJie  continuing  and  better  maintcnanre 
of  husbandry  and  other  manual  occupations. 
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bj  the  trae  employment  of  monies  given  and 
to  be  given  for  tlie  binding  out  of  apprentices. 
4.  For  the  due  execution  of  diveni  laws  and 
statutes  heretofore  made  against  rogues,  vaga- 
bonds, and  sturdy  beggar:*,  and  other  lewd  and 
idle  persons.  5.  For  case  in  pleading  trouble- 
soraeiand  contentious  suits  prosecuted  against 
justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  constables,  and 
certain  other  his  majesi^y's  officers,  for  the  law- 
ful e&ecution  of  their  o6&ce.  6.  For  admi- 
nistering the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  reforma- 
tion of  marri«»d  women  recutants.  7.  For  the 
punishing  and  correcting  of  deceit  and  frauds 
comraitied  by  sorters,  kemljprs,  and  spinsters 
of  wool,  and  wearers  of  woollen  yarn.  8.  To 
irilarge  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  se- 
cond and  third  year  of  king  Philip  and  queen 
Mary,  intituled,  An  act  for  keeping  of  milch 
kine,  or  breeding  and  rearing  of  calves.  9. 
For  the  brini^ing  of  fresh  streams  of  water  by 
engine  from  Hackney  Marsh  to  the  city  of 
Loudon,  for  the  benefit  of  the  king's  college  at 
Chelsea.  10.  For  reformation  of  alehouse- 
keepers.  11.  To  prevent  the  spoil  of  cum  and 
grain  by  untimely  hawking,  and  for  the  better 
preser^'ation  of  pheasants  and  partridges.  12. 
To  avoid  the  double  payment  of  debts.  13. 
For  the  explanation  of  one  StatHte  made  in 
the  second  session  of  this  present  parliament, 
intituled,  An  act  against  unlawful  hunting  and 
•tealing  of  deer  and  conies.  14.  For  reviving 
■"  a  part  of  a  former  act  made  in  the  4th  year  of 
king  Edw.  I\^.  Thut  no  stranger  or  alien  shall 
buy  English  horns  un wrought,  and  tlmt  the 
wardens  of  the  homers  of  the  city  of  London 
for  the  lime  bein?,  should  have  power  to  search 
fill  manner  of  wares  appertaining  to  their  mys- 
tery in  London,  and  24  milejj  on  every  side  of 
it.  15.  Concerning  sonic  manner  of*  assign- 
ment of  debts  to  his  majesty.  16.  For  the  en- 
couragement of  many  poor  people  in  CumbA*- 
land  and  Westmoreland,  and  in  the  towns  and 
parishes  of  Carptraell,  Oxhead  and  Broughton, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  to  continue  a  trade 
of  making  cog-ware,  kendals,  carptmeals  and 
coarse  cottons.  17.  To  prevent  burning  of 
ling,  heath,  &c.  in  certain  counties  in  summer. 
18.  For  the  taking,  landing,  and  carrying  of 
sea-sand  for  the  bettering  of  gronnd,  and  for 
the  increase  of  com  and  tillage,  within  the 
counties  of  Devon  and  Cornwall.  19.  For  the 
continuance  and  reparation  of  a  new  built  wear 
upon  the  river  of  Exe,  near  unto  the  city  of 
Exeter.  20.  For  the  speedy  recovery  of  many 
thousand  acres  of  mai-sh  ground  and  other 
ground  within  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suf- 
folk, lately  surrounded  by  the  jpage  of  the  sea 
in  divers  parts  of  the  said  counties,  and  for'  the 
prevention  of  the  danger  of  the  like  surround- 
ing hereafter.  21.  For  confirmation  of  decrees 
hereafter  to  be  made  in  the  exchequer  cham- 
ber and  duchy  court,  concerning  copyhold  lands 
and  tenements.  22.  For  confirmauon  of  a  Sub- 
iidy  granted  by  the  clergy  to  the  king.  2S.  For 
one  subsidy  and  one  fifteen  granted  to  the  king 
by  the  temporality.  24.  For  a  confirmation  of 
the  king*8  general  and  free  pardon. 


18  Jac. — 1.  An  act  for  three  entire  subsidies 
granted  by  the  spitituatty.  2.  For  two  entire 
subsidies  granted  by  the  temporal ty. 

21  Jac. — 1.  Au  act  for  ine  rcvivii^,  and 
makiuE  perpetual  of  one  act,  made  in  the  5^ 
year  of  the  late  f|ueen  Elizabeth,  intituled.  An 
act  for  the  erectmg  of  hospitals,  and  abiding 
and  working-houses  for  the  poor.  2.  For  the 
general  quiet  of  the  subjects  against  all  pre- 
tence of  concealment  whatsoever.  3.  (5oq- 
ceming  monopolies  and  dispensations  with  pe- 
nal laws,  and  the  forfeitures  thereof.  4.  for 
the  ease  of  the  subject,  concerning  infon^a- 
tions  upon  penal  statute^.  5.  Tbat  sberi^ 
their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  hav- 
ing a  quietus  est,  shall  be  absolutely  discharged 
of  their  accounts.  6.  Concerning  women  con- 
victed of  small  felonies.  7.  For  the  better  re- 
pressing of  drunkenness,  and  restraining  the 
mordinate  haunting  of  inns,  alehuubes,  aud 
other  victualling  houses.  8.  To  prevent  the 
abuses  in  procuring  process  and  supersedeas  of 
the  peace  and  good  behaviour,  out  of  his  ma- 
jesty's courts  at  Westminster,  and  to  prevent 
the  abuses  in  procuring  writs  of  Certiorari  oot 
of  the  said  courts,  for  the  removing  of  indict- 
ments found  before  justices  of  tlie  peace  is 
their  general  sessions;  9.  for  the  free  trade 
and  tniffic  of  Web>h  cloths,  cottons,  Prizes,  li- 
nings, and  plains,  in  and  through  the  kingdosi 
of  England  and  dominion  of  Wales.  10.  Of 
repeal  of  one  branch  of  the  statute  made  in 
the  session  of  parliament  holden  by  proroeation 
at  Westminster,  the  22nd  day  of  Jan.  m  the 
34th  year  of  the  reiga  of  Henry  VIII.  intituled. 
An  act  for  certain  ordinances  in  the  krog'i 
majesty's  dominion  and  principality  of  Wai^. 
11.  Upon  a  judgement  given  m  chancery  for 
the  revoking  and  annulling  of  certain  letters 
patents  (granted  to  Henry  Heron,  for  the  sofe 
privilege  of  saltinv,  drying,  and  packing  ofM 
within  the  counties  of  Devon  and  Comwaii) 
confirmed.  12.  To  enlarge  and  make  perpe- 
tual the  act  made  for  case  in  pleading,  agamst 
troublesome  and  contentious  suits  prosecuted 
against  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  con^a- 
bles,  and  certain  otlier  his  majesty's*  officers, 
for  the  lawful  execution  of  their  oltice,  msdc 
in  the  7  th  year  of  his  maj.'s  most  bappy  reign. 

13.  For  the  further  reformation   of  jeoftuls. 

14.  To  admit  the  subject  to  plead  the  general 
issue  in  iufonfiations  of  intrusions  brought  oa 
the  behalf  of  the  king's  majesty,  and  retain  his 
possession  till  trial.  15.  To  enable  judges  and 
justices  of  the  peace  to  give  restitution  of  pos- 
session in  certain  cases.  16.  For  limitation  of 
actions,  and  for  avoiding  of  suits  in  law.  17. 
Against  usury.  18.  For  continuance  of  a  foraier 
act  made  in  the  4th  year  of  his  majesty's  reiga, 
intitulcdji^in  act  for  the  true  making  of  wooUca 
cloths,  and  for  some  additions  ami  alterations 
in  and  to  the  same.  19.  For  the  further  de- 
scription of  a  bankmpt,  and  relief  of  creditors 
agamst  such  as  shall  become  bankrupts,  and 
for  inflicting  corporal  punishment  upon  tb€ 
bankrupts  in  some  special  cases.  20.  To  we- 
veiit  and  reform  profane  swearing  and  corsu^ 
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tl.  Concerning  hostlers  and  innbolders.  82. 
bor  tlie  explanation  of  die  statutes  made  in 
he  3rd,  4th,  and  5th  years  of  Edw.  VI.  con- 
cerning the  traders  of  butter  and  cheese.  23. 
For  avoiding  of  vexatious  delays,  caused  by 
•emoving  actions  and  suits  out  of  inferior 
courts.  24.  For  the  relief  of  creditors  against 
iuch  persons  as  die  in  execution.  25.  For  the 
■cHef  of  patentees,  tenants,  and  farmers  of 
;rown  lands  and  duchy  lands,  or  of  lands  with- 
n  the  survey 'of  the  court  of  wards  and  live- 
•ics,  in  cases  of  forfeiture  for  not  payment  of 
heir  rents,  or  other  service  or  duty.  26. 
^jiainst  such  as  shall  levy  any  fine,  suffer  any  re- 
n> very, acknowledge  any  statute,  recognizance, 
xiil,  or  judgment,  in  the  name  of  any  other 
aerson  or  persons  not  being  privy  and  consent- 
ng  thereto.  27.  To  prevent  the  destroying 
md  murthering  of  bastard  children.  28.  For 
continuing  and  reviving  of  divers  statutes^  and 


repeat  of  divers  others.  29.  To  enable  the 
most  excellent  prince  Charles  to  make  leases  of 
lands,  parcel  of  his  highness  duchy  of  Corn- 
wall, or  annexed  to  the  same.  30.  For  a  mes- 
suage, called  York  House,  and  other  tenements 
belonging  to  the  archbishop  of  York,  assured 
to  the  kmg*s  miy.  and  his  successors,  in  ex- 
change of  several  manors,  &c.  in  the  county  of 
York,  given  to  Toby,  archbishop  of  York,  and 
his  successors.  31.  For  incorporating  the  ma- 
kers of  knives  and  other  cutlery  wares  in  Hal- 
larashire,  in  the  county  of  York.  32.  For 
making  the  river  of  Thames  navigable  for 
barges,  boats,  and  lighters,  from  the  village  of 
Bcrcot,  in  the  county  of  Oxon,  unto  the  uni- 
versity and^ity  of  Oxon,  33.  For  four  entire 
subsidies  granted  by  the  spiritualty.  34.  For 
three  entire  subsidies,  and  three  fiflcens  and 
tenths  granted  by  the  temporality.  35.  A  Con- 
firmation of  the  king's  general  and  free  pardon. 
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